
        
            
                
            
        

    
    
      
        [image: masthead]
      

      Thursday, May 30, 2024

      

      
        
          	
            Top news
          
          	41
        

        
          	
            Sports
          
          	36
        

        
          	
            Politics
          
          	44
        

        
          	
            Entertainment
          
          	15
        

        
          	
            U.s. news
          
          	35
        

        
          	
            Oddities
          
          	1
        

        
          	
            Travel
          
          	2
        

        
          	
            Technology
          
          	6
        

        
          	
            Lifestyle
          
          	8
        

        
          	
            Business
          
          	12
        

        
          	
            Science
          
          	3
        

      

    

  
    
      
        
          	
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Sports
          
        

      

      Top news

      
        Jury in Trump hush money trial resumes deliberations after rehearing instructions, testimony
      

      
        The Latest | Slovenia moves to recognize a Palestinian state as Israel fights in Rafah
      

      
        Boeing tells federal regulators how it plans to fix aircraft safety and quality problems
      

      
        Stuck at sea for years, a sailor's plight highlights a surge in shipowner abandonment
      

      
        Lab-grown meat isn't on store shelves yet, but some states have already banned it
      

      
        but there are some workarounds
      

      
        North Korea's trash rains down onto South Korea, balloon by balloon. Here's what it means
      

      
        NRA can sue ex-NY official it says tried to blacklist it after Parkland shooting, Supreme Court says
      

      
        A violent, polarized Mexico goes to the polls to choose between 2 women presidential candidates
      

      
        'Star Trek' actor George Takei is determined to keep telling his Japanese American story
      

      
        Partial count in South Africa election puts ruling ANC below 50% as country senses monumental change
      

      
        Iran opens registration for the June presidential election after Raisi died in a helicopter crash
      

      
        Gift registries after divorce offer a new way to support loved ones
      

      
        At 100, this vet says the 'greatest generation' moniker fits 'because we saved the world'
      

      
        14 pro-democracy activists convicted, 2 acquitted in Hong Kong's biggest national security case
      

      
        Israel says it's taken control of key area of Gaza's border with Egypt awash in smuggling tunnels
      

      
        The US-built pier in Gaza broke apart. Here's how we got here and what might be next
      

      
        Papua New Guinea landslide survivors slow to move to safer ground after hundreds buried
      

      
        As Maduro shifts from migration denier to defender, Venezuelans consider leaving if he is reelected
      

      
        Violence clouds the last day of campaigning for Mexico's election
      

      
        When South Africa's election results are expected and why the president will be chosen later
      

      
        Harvey Weinstein may face new charges as more accusers come forward, New York prosecutors say
      

      
        Jurors in Trump hush money trial end 1st day of deliberations after asking to rehear testimony
      

      
        New Louisiana law will criminalize approaching police under certain circumstances
      

      
        On spelling's saddest day, hyped National Spelling Bee competitors see their hopes dashed
      

      
        'Are you with me?' Biden and Harris launch Black voter outreach and warn of a second Trump term
      

      
        The Latest | Israel expands Rafah offensive, saying it now controls Gaza's entire border with Egypt
      

      
        Less than 2% of philanthropic giving goes to women and girls. Can Melinda French Gates change that?
      

      
        A nurse honored for compassion is fired after referring to Gaza 'genocide' in speech
      

      
        To recuse or refuse? A look at Supreme Court justices' decisions on whether to step aside in cases
      

      
        Charges against world's top golfer Scottie Scheffler dropped after arrest outside PGA Championship
      

      
        Alito rejects calls to quit Supreme Court cases on Trump and Jan. 6 because of flag controversies
      

      
        Josh Gibson becomes MLB career and season batting leader as Negro Leagues statistics incorporated
      

      
        Polls close and South Africa counts votes in election framed as its most important since apartheid
      

      
        The Washington Post said it had the Alito flag story 3 years ago and chose not to publish
      

      
        Inflation pressures lingering from pandemic are keeping Fed rate cuts on pause
      

      
        US pledges $135 million in aid to Western-leaning Moldova to counter Russian influence
      

      
        ConocoPhillips buying Marathon Oil for $17.1 billion in all-stock deal as energy prices rise
      

      
        What you will and won't see from June's planetary parade
      

      
        Netanyahu frequently makes claims of antisemitism. Critics say he's deflecting from his own problems
      

      
        A woman will likely be Mexico's next president. But in some Indigenous villages, men hold the power
      

      
        
          	
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Sports
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Jury in Trump hush money trial resumes deliberations after rehearing instructions, testimony

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    After nearly two dozen witnesses and 16 days of testimony, it's time for jurors to have their say in Donald Trump's hush money trial. Jurors will return Thursday for a second day of deliberations in the first criminal trial of a former U.S. president.
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            Trump's hush money case has gone to the jury. What happens now?

        
        
            After nearly two dozen witnesses and 16 days of testimony, it's time for jurors to have their say in Donald Trump's hush money trial. Jurors will return Thursday for a second day of deliberations in the first criminal trial of a former U.S. president.
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After nearly two dozen witnesses and 16 days of testimony, it's time for jurors to have their say in Donald Trump's hush money trial. Jurors will return Thursday for a second day of deliberations in the first criminal trial of a former U.S. president.
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            Jurors in Trump hush money trial end 1st day of deliberations without a verdict, AP Explains

        
        
            The jury in Donald Trump's hush money trial ended its first day of deliberations without a verdict Wednesday but asked to rehear testimony from key witnesses about the alleged hush money scheme at the heart of the case. The process is to resume Thursday.
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    [image: Former President Donald Trump appears at Manhattan criminal court during jury deliberations in his criminal hush money trial in New York, Thursday, May 30, 2024. (Steven Hirsch/New York Post via AP, Pool)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The jury in former President Donald Trump's hush money trial resumed deliberations Thursday after revisiting portions of the judge's instructions and rehearing testimony from multiple key witnesses about the alleged scheme at the heart of the history-making case.
The judge responded to a jury request by rereading 30 pages of jury instructions. The 12-person jury, which deliberated for about 4 1/2 hours Wednesday without reaching a verdict, also reheard testimony Thursday morning from a tabloid publisher and Trump's former lawyer and personal fixer.

    
    What to know about Trump's hush money trial:

	Follow the AP's live coverage as deliberations resume.
	A guide to terms used in the Trump trial.
	Trump is the first ex-president on criminal trial. Here's what to know about the hush money case.
	Trump is facing four criminal indictments, and a civil lawsuit. You can track all of the cases here.



    


It's unclear how long the deliberations will last. A guilty verdict would deliver a stunning legal reckoning for the presumptive Republican presidential nominee as he seeks to reclaim the White House while an acquittal would represent a major win for him and embolden him on the campaign trail. Since verdicts must be unanimous, it's also possible the case ends in a mistrial if the jury can't reach a consensus.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Jury in Trump hush money trial resumes deliberations after rehearing instructions, testimony
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Julie Walker reports from court Donald Trump is there for day 2 of jury deliberations in his hush money case.

    


    


In a memo Wednesday evening, Trump campaign senior advisers Chris LaCivita and Susie Wiles blasted the proceedings as a "kangaroo court" and argued the case would not matter in November.
"The bottom line is this case doesn't have an impact on voters," they wrote.




Trump, who on Wednesday appeared to be priming supporters for the possibility of a guilty verdict by saying "Mother Teresa couldn't bear these charges," struck a pessimistic tone again Thursday. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It's all rigged. The whole thing, the whole system is rigged," he said. It's the same language he used to try to inoculate himself against losses in the 2020 presidential election and Iowa's 2016 GOP primary.
He continued to rail against the case on his social media network from a room in the courthouse, writing in capital letters, "I did nothing wrong! In fact, I did everything right!" Trump did not testify in his own defense, something the judge told jurors they could not take into account.

    


Trump is charged with 34 counts of falsifying business records at his company in connection with an alleged scheme to hide potentially embarrassing stories about him during his 2016 presidential election campaign.
The charge, a felony, arises from reimbursements paid to then-Trump lawyer Michael Cohen after he made a $130,000 hush money payment to porn actor Stormy Daniels to silence her claims that she and Trump had sex in 2006. Trump is accused of misrepresenting Cohen's reimbursements as legal expenses to hide that they were tied to a hush money payment.
Trump has pleaded not guilty and contends the Cohen payments were for legitimate legal services. He has also denied the alleged extramarital sexual encounter with Daniels.
To convict Trump, the jury would have to find unanimously that he created a fraudulent entry in his company's records or caused someone else to do so and that he acted with the intent of committing or concealing another crime.
The crime prosecutors say Trump committed or hid is a violation of a New York election law making it illegal for two or more conspirators "to promote or prevent the election of any person to a public office by unlawful means."

    


While the jurors must unanimously agree that something unlawful was done to promote Trump's election campaign, they don't have to be unanimous on what that unlawful thing was.
The jurors, a diverse cross section of Manhattan residents and professional backgrounds, often appeared riveted by testimony, including from Cohen and Daniels. Many took notes and watched intently as witnesses answered questions.
In their first burst of communication with the court, jurors asked to rehear excerpts of the judge's legal instructions, including a portion related to how inferences may be drawn from evidence.
They also reheard testimony Thursday from Cohen and  former National Enquirer publisher David Pecker about an August 2015 meeting with Trump at Trump Tower, where the tabloid boss agreed to be the "eyes and ears" of his fledgling presidential campaign.
Pecker testified that the plan included identifying potentially damaging stories about Trump so they could be squashed before being published. That, prosecutors say, was the beginning of the catch-and-kill scheme at the heart of the case.

    


Jurors also reheard Pecker's account of a phone call he said he received from Trump in which they discussed a rumor that another outlet had offered to buy former Playboy model Karen McDougal's story that she had a yearlong affair with Trump in the mid-2000s. Trump denies the affair.
Pecker testified that Trump told him, "Karen is a nice girl," and asked, "What do you think I should do?" Pecker said he replied: "I think you should buy the story and take it off the market." He added that Trump told him that he doesn't buy stories because they always get out and that Cohen would be in touch.

    


The publisher said he came away from the conversation thinking Trump was aware of the specifics of McDougal's claims. Pecker said he believed the story was true and would have been embarrassing to Trump and his campaign if it were made public.
The National Enquirer's parent company, American Media Inc., eventually paid McDougal $150,000 for the rights to her story in an agreement that also included writing and other opportunities with its fitness magazine and other publications.
The fourth bit of testimony jurors requested was Pecker's account about his decision in October 2016 to back out of an agreement to sell the rights to McDougal's story to Trump through a company Cohen had established for the transaction, known as an "assignment of rights."
"I called Michael Cohen, and I said to him that the agreement, the assignment deal, is off. I am not going forward. It is a bad idea, and I want you to rip up the agreement," Pecker testified. "He was very, very, angry. Very upset. Screaming, basically, at me."
Pecker testified that he reiterated to Cohen that he wasn't going forward with the agreement.
He said Cohen told him: "The boss is going to be very angry at you."
___
Associated Press writer Jill Colvin in New York contributed to this report.
Follow the AP's coverage of former President Donald Trump at https://apnews.com/hub/donald-trump.
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    [image: Israeli soldiers drive an APC near the Israeli-Gaza border, in southern Israel, Thursday, May 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)]
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[image: A truck with bundle of humanitarian aid for the Gaza Strip drive at the Kerem Shalom border crossing in southern Israel, Thursday, May 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)]
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[image: Palestinians fleeing from the southern Gaza city of Rafah during an Israeli ground and air offensive in the city on Tuesday, May 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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[image: Palestinian Ambassador to the United Nations Riyad Mansour, center, talks to an assistant as he arrives to the 10th ministerial meeting of the China-Arab States Cooperation Forum chaired by Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi, at the Diaoyutai State Guesthouse in Beijing, Thursday, May 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong, Pool)]
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[image: Mothers of Israeli soldiers who serve in Gaza hold up their hands, painted red to symbolize blood, and block a road during a protest calling to end the war, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Oded Balilty)]
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[image: Israeli soldiers drive a tank near the Israeli-Gaza border, in southern Israel, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)]
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[image: A bundle of humanitarian aid with the logo of World Food Program (WFP) is seen at the Kerem Shalom border crossing to Gaza, in southern Israel, Thursday, May 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)]
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[image: A truck with bundle of humanitarian aid for the Gaza Strip drive at the Kerem Shalom border crossing in southern Israel, Thursday, May 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)]
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[image: Palestinians fleeing from the southern Gaza city of Rafah during an Israeli ground and air offensive in the city on Tuesday, May 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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Palestinians fleeing from the southern Gaza city of Rafah during an Israeli ground and air offensive in the city on Tuesday, May 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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[image: Palestinian Ambassador to the United Nations Riyad Mansour, center, talks to an assistant as he arrives to the 10th ministerial meeting of the China-Arab States Cooperation Forum chaired by Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi, at the Diaoyutai State Guesthouse in Beijing, Thursday, May 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong, Pool)]
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[image: Mothers of Israeli soldiers who serve in Gaza hold up their hands, painted red to symbolize blood, and block a road during a protest calling to end the war, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Oded Balilty)]
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[image: Israeli soldiers drive a tank near the Israeli-Gaza border, in southern Israel, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)]
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Israeli soldiers drive a tank near the Israeli-Gaza border, in southern Israel, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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[image: A bundle of humanitarian aid with the logo of World Food Program (WFP) is seen at the Kerem Shalom border crossing to Gaza, in southern Israel, Thursday, May 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)]
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A bundle of humanitarian aid with the logo of World Food Program (WFP) is seen at the Kerem Shalom border crossing to Gaza, in southern Israel, Thursday, May 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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                                        The Israeli military said Thursday that two soldiers were killed in a car-ramming attack in the occupied West Bank. 
Violence in the West Bank has surged throughout the war in Gaza as Israel raids Palestinian towns in the territory to crack down on militancy, with incursions killing more than 500 Palestinians. Palestinian attacks against Israelis have also been on the rise in the territory.
In the Gaza Strip, Palestinians in the border city of Rafah reported heavy fighting Wednesday as Israel's military widens its offensive in south, seizing control of the entire length of Gaza's border with Egypt.
Fighting in Rafah has already spurred more than 1 million Palestinians to flee, most of whom had already been displaced in the war between Israel and Hamas. They now seek refuge in makeshift tent camps and other war-ravaged areas, where they lack shelter, food, water and other essentials for survival, the United Nations says. 

    


Slovenia's government on Thursday endorsed a motion to recognize a Palestinian state and asked the parliament to do the same. The move comes just two days after Spain, Norway and Ireland formally recognized a Palestinian state, which was condemned by Israel. 




Israeli bombardments and ground offensives in Gaza have killed more than 36,000 Palestinians, according to the Health Ministry, which doesn't distinguish between combatants and civilians. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Israel launched its war in Gaza after Hamas' Oct. 7 attack in which militants stormed into southern Israel, killed some 1,200 people -- mostly civilians -- and abducted about 250. Israel says around 100 hostages are still captive in Gaza, along with the bodies of around 30 more. 
Currently:
-- Slovenia's government endorses recognition of a Palestinian state.
-- The U.S.-built pier in Gaza broke apart. Here's how we got here and what might be next.
-- China leader Xi Jinping pledges more Gaza aid at a summit with Arab leaders.

    


-- A ship attacked by Yemen's Houthi rebels was full of grain bound for Iran, the group's main benefactor.
-- Israel says it's taken control of a key area of Gaza's border with Egypt that's awash in smuggling tunnels.
Follow AP's coverage of the war in Gaza at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war.
Here's the latest:
SWEDEN ACCUSES IRAN OF USING GANGS TO TARGET ISRAELI OR JEWISH INTERESTS
STOCKHOLM, Sweden -- The Swedish domestic security agency has accused Iran of using established criminal networks in Sweden as a proxy to target Israeli or Jewish interests in the Scandinavian country. 
The accusations were raised at a news conference Thursday by Daniel Stenling, the head of the SAPO agency's counterespionage unit. Stenling, without offering specifics or evidence to back up his assertion, said the agency "can establish that criminal networks in Sweden are used as a proxy by Iran." 
"It is very much about planning and attempts to carry out attacks against Israeli and Jewish interests, goals and activities in Sweden," he said, adding that the agency sees "connections between criminal individuals in the criminal networks and individuals who are connected to the Iranian security services."

    


Justice Minister Gunnar Strommer and Hampus Nygards, deputy head of the Swedish police's National Operations Department, were also at the online news conference. 
Stenling and the others made no mention of the recent episodes connected to the Israel Embassy in Stockholm and stopped short of naming any criminal groups or suspects.
In late January, the Israeli Embassy was sealed off after what was then described as "a dangerous object" was found on the grounds of the diplomatic mission. Swedish media said the object was a hand grenade.
The embassy was not evacuated and the object was eventually destroyed. No arrests were made and authorities did not say what was found. On May 17, gunshots were heard near the Israeli Embassy in Stockholm and the area was cordoned off. No one was arrested.
Sweden has grappled with gang violence for years and criminal gangs often recruit teenagers in socially disadvantaged immigrant neighborhoods.
ISRAELI WAR CABINET MEMBER BENNY GANTZ'S PARTY MOVES TO FORCE EARLY ELECTIONS
TEL AVIV -- Israeli War Cabinet member Benny Gantz's centrist party has called for a vote to dissolve the parliament in an attempt to force early elections.

    


Thursday's announcement deepens a divide in Israel's leadership more than seven months into a war. But it appears unlikely to threaten the current parliament. Even to put the request on the agenda requires majority consent from parliament, which would need at least five members of the governing coalition to defect and vote in favor.
Parliament member Pnina Tamano-Shata, the head of the National Unity party, submitted a bill on Thursday to dissolve the Knesset.
"Oct. 7 was a tragedy the requires us to come back and receive the trust of the people, and to create a wider, stable unity government that can lead us safely against the immense challenges in security, economy, and especially - Israeli society," Tamano-Shata said.

    


Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's Likud party denounced the bill, saying it was a "prize for (Hamas leader Yahya) Sinwar, a surrender to international pressure, and a fatal blow to efforts to release the hostages."
Last week, Gantz threatened to resign from the government if Netanyahu does not put forth a new plan for the war in Gaza by June 8. His departure would leave Netanyahu more beholden to far-right allies who believe Israel should occupy Gaza and rebuild Jewish settlements there.
SLOVENIA'S GOVERNMENT ENDORSES RECOGNITION OF PALESTINIAN STATE
LJUBLJANA, Slovenia -- Slovenia's government on Thursday endorsed a motion to recognize a Palestinian state and asked the parliament to do the same.
The decision by Slovenia's government comes just two days after Spain, Norway and Ireland recognized a Palestinian state, a move that was condemned by Israel. 
Prime Minister Robert Golob said that his government sent the recognition proposal to parliament, which could convene as early as next week.
"All the world should act in the direction of peace," Golob said after the government session. "The way to achieve peace is a two-state solution."
"The decision is not directed against anyone, not even Israel, but that it is a message of peace," he added as the Palestinian flag was displayed on the government headquarters in Ljubljana, the Slovenian capital.
Parliamentary approval is necessary for the move to take effect. Golob's ruling liberal coalition has a comfortable majority in the 90-member assembly and the vote should be a formality. 
With its move, Slovenia is set to become the 10th member of the 27-nation European Union to officially recognize a Palestinian state. Norway isn't an EU member, but its foreign policy is usually aligned with the bloc.
Slovenia first began the recognition process in early May, but said it would wait until the situation in the ongoing Israeli-Hamas war in Gaza improved.
Golob said this week that he was expediting the process in reaction to Israel's latest attacks on Rafah, which have caused more than 1 million Palestinians to flee. 
More than 140 countries recognize a Palestinian state -- more than two-thirds of the United Nations.
SURVEY IN MARCH, APRIL FOUND MOST ISRAELIS BELIEVED CAMPAIGN AGAINST HAMAS WAS RIGHT OR NOT FAR ENOUGH

WASHINGTON -- A Pew Research Center survey conducted in late winter and early spring shows a majority of Israelis believed at the time that the Israeli military campaign against Hamas in Gaza was either about right or hadn't gone far enough.
The poll, released Thursday, was conducted in March and early April. That was before the Israeli military offensive in the southern city of Rafah and renewed operations in parts of Gaza's north after Hamas militants resurfaced there.
The survey shows that roughly two-thirds of Israelis expressed confidence at the time that Israel will either probably (27%) or definitely (40%) achieve its goals against Hamas.
However, majorities of Israeli adults were worried about some aspects of the conflict: 61% said they were extremely or very concerned about fighting spreading in the region, and 68% said they were extremely or very concerned about the war going on for a long time.
Forty percent of Israelis then thought that Israel should govern the Gaza Strip, while 12% thought the Palestinian Authority should. Fourteen percent thought the people of Gaza should decide that.
At the time, only 26% of Israelis said that Israel and an independent Palestinian state could coexist peacefully. That's down from 35% last year before the war, and about half as many who thought so when the question was asked in 2013.
The survey questioned 1,001 adults between March 3 and April 4. It has a margin of error of 4 percentage points.
ISRAELI MILITARY SAYS IT IS REVIEWING EVENTS THAT KILLED 2 PALESTINIAN RED CRESCENT WORKERS
TEL AVIV, Israel -- The Israeli military said Thursday that it was reviewing events that killed two workers with the Palestinian Red Crescent in the Gaza city of Rafah.
The Gaza Health Ministry said the two medics were killed Wednesday when the ambulance they were traveling in to evacuate casualties came under Israeli fire.
The Israeli military said a "suspicious vehicle" approached soldiers, posing "a threat" to the forces. A tank then fired at the vehicle, the military said in a statement. The statement did not specify whether the vehicle was an ambulance.
The area of Rafah, where Israel is deepening its offensive, has seen intensifying fighting in recent days that has killed dozens of Palestinians.
Israel has come under fierce international criticism for the high civilian death toll during the war. Scores of aid and medical workers have also been killed. The Palestinian Red Crescent said 19 workers have been killed in Gaza since the war began.
Israel accuses Hamas of embedding itself in civilian areas and using ambulances to transport its members.
MORE THAN 4,000 PALLETS OF AID REACH GAZA FROM CYPRUS WITH THOUSANDS MORE PLANNED
NICOSIA, Cyprus -- Over 4,000 pallets of humanitarian aid have been shipped from Cyprus to Gaza via the U.S-built pier and causeway offshore the Palestinian territory, a Cypriot official said Thursday.
Spokesperson Konstantinos Letymbiotis said Thursday some 14,000 pallets of aid have been collected in the east Mediterranean island nation for eventual shipment to Gaza as part of the maritime aid corridor initiative. Of the 4,134 pallets that have already reached Gaza, approximately half have been picked up by humanitarian aid groups for distribution to civilians in need. The other half has been offloaded and stored.
The aid includes food, hygiene items, shelters and pharmaceuticals. Donor countries include the United Arab Emirates, the United Kingdom, the United States, Italy and Romania. Other donors include the European Union's Civil Protection Mechanism and the U.N.'s World Food Program and the International Organization for Migration.
The Cypriot official said the initiative that started May 9 is ongoing, with ships still departing with loads of aid, despite the recent damage to part of the U.S.-built pier that suspended operations. The pier is expected to come back on line by the middle of next week.
POLICE CLEAR OUT A PRO-PALESTINIAN PROTESTER TENT CAMP AT A UNIVERSITY IN SWEDEN
COPENHAGEN, Denmark -- Swedish police cleared out a tent camp Thursday outside a southern Sweden university where pro-Palestinian students have been camping since May 16.
Police say that some 40 people are suspected of disobeying law enforcement during the early morning action and video shows police carrying away people who refused to leave the area outside Lund University.
Swedish broadcaster SVT said that there were about 100 people in the camp.
In a statement, police said everything has gone smoothly.
In recent weeks, there have been campus protests by pro-Palestinian activists across Europe and in the United States as some called for a break in academic ties with Israel over the war in Gaza.
2 SOLDIERS KILLED IN CAR-RAMMING ATTACK IN THE WEST BANK, ISRAELI MILITARY SAYS
TEL AVIV, Israel -- The Israeli military said Thursday that two soldiers were killed in a car-ramming attack in the occupied West Bank.
The military said it received a report late Wednesday about the ramming near the Palestinian city of Nablus. The military said the attacker fled the scene and that soldiers had launched a search for him.
On Thursday, the military said the soldiers who were struck had died and that top military officials conducted an initial inquiry into the attack.
Israeli Army Radio reported that the attacker had turned himself in to Palestinian security forces, which could not immediately be confirmed.
Violence in the West Bank has surged throughout the war in Gaza. Israel has been conducting raids into Palestinian cities and towns in the territory to crack down on militancy and the incursions have led to the deaths of more than 500 Palestinians. Most of those killed have been in clashes with the military. But people throwing stones as well as others not involved in the confrontations have also been killed.
Palestinian attacks against Israelis have also been on the rise in the territory.
CHINA PLEDGES MORE AID FOR GAZA DURING THE OPENING OF ITS SUMMIT WITH ARAB STATES
BEIJING -- Chinese President Xi Jinping reiterated calls for the establishment of an independent Palestinian state and promised more humanitarian aid for people in Gaza as he opened a summit with leaders of Arab states Thursday in Beijing.
"Since last October, the Palestinian-Israeli conflict has escalated drastically, throwing people into tremendous suffering," Xi said in a speech opening the China-Arab States Cooperation Forum. "War should not continue indefinitely."
He restated China's backing of a two-state solution and pledged 500 million yuan ($69 million) in humanitarian aid for Gaza. He also promised to donate $3 million to a United Nations agency that provides assistance and relief to refugees of the Israel-Hamas war. 
Beijing and the Arab states back Palestinians in the conflict, where Israel is facing growing international condemnation after its strike in the southern Gaza city of Rafah in which at least 45 people were killed over the weekend. The overall Palestinian death toll in the war exceeds 36,000, according to the Gaza Health Ministry.
Beijing has long backed Palestinians and denounced Israel over its settlements in the occupied territories. It has not criticized the initial Hamas attack on Oct. 7 -- which killed about 1,200 people -- while the United States and others have called it an act of terrorism. However, China has growing economic ties with Israel.
IRAN OPENS REGISTRATION FOR PRESIDENTIAL HOPEFULS AHEAD OF JUNE 28 ELECTION
DUBAI, United Arab Emirates -- Iran opened a five-day registration period Thursday for hopefuls wanting to run in the June 28 presidential election to replace the late Ebrahim Raisi, who was killed in a helicopter crash earlier this month with seven others. 
The five-day period will see those between the ages of 40 to 75 with at least a master's degree register as potential candidates. All candidates ultimately must be approved by Iran's 12-member Guardian Council, a panel of clerics and jurists ultimately overseen by Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 85, who maintains final say over all matters of state. 
The panel has never accepted a woman, nor anyone calling for radical change within the country's governance.
Who will run -- and potentially be accepted -- remains in question. The country's acting president, Mohammad Mokhber, a previously behind-the-scenes bureaucrat, could be a front-runner, because he's already been seen meeting with Khamenei. Also discussed as possible aspirants are former hard-line President Mohammad Ahmadinejad and former reformist President Mohammad Khatami -- but whether they'd be allowed to run is another question. 
The five-day registration period will close on Tuesday. The Guardian Council is expected to issue its final list of candidates within 10 days afterwards. That will allow for a shortened two-week campaign before the vote in late June.
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Boeing reaches deadline for reporting how it will fix aircraft safety and quality problems

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - The logo for Boeing appears on a screen above a trading post on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, July 13, 2021. Boeing is due to tell federal regulators Thursday, May 30, 2024, how it plans to fix the safety and quality problems that have plagued its aircraft-manufacturing work in recent years. (AP Photo/Richard Drew, File)]
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                                        Boeing is due to tell federal regulators Thursday how it plans to fix the safety and quality problems that have plagued its aircraft-manufacturing work in recent years.
The Federal Aviation Administration required the company to produce a turnaround plan after one of its jetliners suffered a blowout of a fuselage panel during an Alaska Airlines flight in January.
Nobody was hurt during the midair incident. Accident investigators determined that bolts that helped secure the panel to the frame of the Boeing 737 Max 9 were missing before the piece blew off. The mishap has further battered Boeing's reputation and led to multiple civil and criminal investigations. 
Whistleblowers have accused the company of taking shortcuts that endanger passengers, a claim that Boeing disputes. A panel convened by the FAA found shortcomings in the aircraft maker's safety culture. 

    


In late February, FAA Administrator Mike Whitaker gave Boeing 90 days to come up with a plan to improve quality and ease the agency's safety concerns. Whitaker described the plan as the beginning, not the end, of a process to improve Boeing.




"It's going to be a long road to get Boeing back to where they need to be, making safe airplanes," he told ABC News last week.
The FAA limited Boeing production of the 737 Max, its best-selling plane, although analysts believe the number the company is making has fallen even lower than the FAA cap.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Boeing's recent problems could expose it to criminal prosecution related to the deadly crashes of two Max jetliners in 2018 and 2019. The Justice Department said two weeks ago that Boeing violated terms of a 2021 settlement that allowed it to avoid prosecution for fraud. The charge was based on the company allegedly deceiving regulators about a flight-control system that was implicated in the crashes.
Most of the recent problems have been related to the Max, however Boeing and key supplier Spirit AeroSystems have also struggled with manufacturing flaws on a larger plane, the 787 Dreamliner. Boeing has suffered setbacks on other programs including its Starliner space capsule, a military refueling tanker, and new Air Force One presidential jets.

    


Boeing officials have vowed to regain the trust of regulators and the flying public. Boeing has fallen behind rival Airbus, and production setbacks have hurt the company's ability to generate cash.
The company says it is reducing "traveled work" -- assembly tasks that are done out of their proper chronological order -- and keeping closer tabs on Spirit AeroSystems. 
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Stuck at sea for years, a sailor's plight highlights a surge in shipowner abandonment
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                                        Abdul Nasser Saleh says he rarely got a good night's sleep during the near-decade he spent working without pay on a cargo ship abandoned by its owner at ports along the Red Sea.
By night, he tossed and turned in his bunk on the aging Al-Maha, he said, thinking of the unpaid wages he feared he'd never get if he left the ship. By day he paced the deck, stuck for the last two years in the seaport of Jeddah, unable to set foot on land because of Saudi Arabia's strict immigration laws.
Leaving at last felt like returning to his "center of gravity," he said.
Saleh's plight is part of a global problem that shows no signs of abating. The United Nations has logged an increasing number of crew members abandoned by shipowners, leaving sailors aboard months and sometimes years without pay. More than 2,000 seafarers on some 150 ships were abandoned last year.
The number of cases is at its highest since the U.N.'s labor and maritime organizations began tracking abandonments 20 years ago, spiking during the global pandemic and continuing to rise as inflation and logistical bottlenecks increased costs for shipowners. Cases have touched all parts of the globe, with workers abandoned on a fish factory ship in Angola, stranded on an icebreaker in the Netherlands and left without food or fuel in Istanbul.
Yet the nations that register these ships and are required by treaty to assist abandoned seafarers sometimes fail to get involved in the cases at all. Tanzania, which registered the ship where Saleh was abandoned, never acted on his case or even responded to emails, said Mohamed Arrachedi, a union organizer who worked on Saleh's case.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Shipowners often abandon crew members when they are hit by rising fuel costs, debt or unexpected repairs they can't afford. Some owners vow to pay when their finances turn around. But those promises can mean little to the men on board, who often resort to handouts for food and basic supplies. Many are also supporting families back home and risk losing everything if they step off their ships.
Crew members or the countries where the ships are registered or docked can pursue the shipowners in court. But recovering past wages can be a yearslong battle that often fails.
Returning to Egypt in April was joyous, Saleh, 62, told The Associated Press, but also brought sad news. His wife and son were badly in need of medical care, he said. They had struggled during his decade without an income.
Saleh, who was originally from Syria, said he had once been proud of his work as an engineer on the Al-Maha, which made its money ferrying livestock for Ramadan festivities between Sudanese and Saudi Arabian ports.
From tip to tail, the Al-Maha spans the length of a football field, covered in dust and dirt and rusted green paint. While stuck in Saudi Arabia, Saleh and a small group of crewmates, also from war-torn Syria, placed a prayer mat in the pilothouse overlooking the port. A stray cat they named Apricot took up residence on the ship and followed Saleh around.
Saleh ran laps along the deck at sunrise and sunset. Every day he clocked 1,500 meters, while around him mammoth container ships arrived and departed from the busy port as his situation stayed the same. His debts accumulated from years of borrowing money to help his family pay rent.
The days blurred into a painful monotony.
"I can't tell day from night anymore," he said in a video recording he shared with the AP in January while still aboard the ship, filmed as the day's light faded and a pinkish glow cast over the harbor.

    


A SURGE IN CASES
Owners abandon ships and crews for a myriad of reasons.
Cases first jumped in the early days of the pandemic, at a time when canceled shipments, port delays and quarantine restrictions pushed shipping traffic into disarray. At the same time, demand for goods by homebound consumers led to a rush of new orders for ships. But global trade soon shrank, and combined with spikes in fuel and labor costs, many of those new vessels are now at risk of being idled.

    
        
            
                

            

        

    

The increase in the number of cases logged in recent years is also due to better reporting efforts by the International Maritime Organization and the International Labor Organization -- the two U.N. agencies responsible for tracking abandonments. With seafarer advocates, they've worked to identify cases and assist abandoned crews.
Cases last year were "alarmingly surpassing the previous year's record," the ILO and IMO said in a report this winter.
Many ships that are abandoned are barely seaworthy and servicing less profitable routes unattractive to the world's major container lines. They represent a fleet of smaller companies sometimes operating on the edge of legality, for which a minor financial hit can lead to a cascade of unforeseen problems.
Owners might decide it's cheaper to abandon a ship than try to save it.
The U.S., which has some of the stiffest maritime regulations in the world, isn't immune to the global phenomenon. 
In 2022, Teeters Agency & Stevedoring, a family-run company registered in Florida, dumped two 1970s-era cargo vessels -- the Monarch Princess and Monarch Countess -- that for years operated as a bridge for sending beat-up cars, cheap electronics and other goods to Haiti. The two ships were flagged to registries run by small island nations -- Vanuatu, located east of Australia, and St. Kitts and Nevis in the Caribbean -- criticized by watchdog groups for lax oversight and financial secrecy.
After the owners became insolvent and stopped paying dockage fees, the Port of Palm Beach and a private marina sued and a federal judge ordered the two vessels sold at auction. One fetched just $5,000.

    


Abandoned ships are sometimes so old and worn that "even the scrap guys lose money stripping it of anything of value," said Eric White, a ship inspector for the International Transport Workers' Federation, or ITF, a seafarers' union.
Left hanging by Teeters were the ships' crews of mostly Ukrainian seafarers, who suddenly had no way of sending money to families back home in what was now a war zone after Russia's invasion. In total, the 22 men were owed $130,000 covering more than three months, White said. If not for $22,000 in donations from local seafarers' charities, none of them would have made it off the ship and back home, according to White.
The ship's captain, Ievgen Slautin, said although he was still owed around $15,000, he thanked God he was abandoned in the United States.
"If it was in some other country, I could have been left there to simply die,'' he said.
Neither Teeters nor a lawyer who once represented the company returned emails or phone calls seeking comment.
Even workers who win promises from shipowners to pay their wages sometimes are left waiting for money after they leave their ships. Court cases to seize or auction derelict ships can take years to resolve. Other times, offers aren't made in good faith. Some workers have departed for the airport only to find they were given fake plane tickets, union inspectors said.
One seafarer, Mohammad Aisha, drew international attention in 2021 when reports surfaced that he was living alone on a darkened and abandoned cargo ship in Egyptian waters, forced to swim to shore for food and water.
Though Aisha left the ship three years ago, the case is still working its way through the courts. He has not yet been paid, the ITF said.
Unscrupulous behavior taints the entire shipping industry, said Helio Vicente, a director at the International Chamber of Shipping, a London-based trade group for shipowners. That makes it more difficult for reputable liners to recruit. The industry, which employs about 2 million seafarers, is expected to confront a severe shortage of 96,000 workers by 2026, according to ICS.
"We don't want a small number of bad apples giving everybody a bad name," said Vicente.

    


LAX OVERSIGHT
Under the Maritime Labor Convention, a widely ratified international agreement considered a bill of rights for seafarers, workers at sea are deemed abandoned when shipowners withhold two months of wages, stop supplying adequate food supplies, or fail to pay to send them home.
The convention requires flag states to step in when shipowners abandon crews. They're responsible for ensuring the seafarers' welfare, repatriation, and verifying that shipowners have insurance to cover up to four months of wages.
The regulations are aimed at encouraging countries to thoroughly vet shipowners -- and spot risks -- before ships are registered under their flag.
But the rules aren't uniformly followed, and beyond naming and shaming there are few ways to enforce the standards. Last year, nearly half of abandoned ships had no insurance, according to the IMO. In dozens of cases, flag states that are signatories to the international treaty never even responded when told by the IMO that crews on board their ships were stranded without pay. AP's review found that countries notified the IMO of their efforts to resolve cases less than a quarter of the time.
The flag states with the most abandoned ships tend to have large ship registries by dint of offering lower fees. Panama has registered 20% of all ships abandoned since 2019, according to AP's analysis of the U.N. data, followed by Tanzania, Palau, and Togo which each were responsible for about 5%. The four countries are all considered by the ITF to be "flags of convenience" with minimal oversight.
Of the four flag states, only Togo responded to questions from the AP. A spokesperson for the country's international ship registry said it is difficult to vet shipowners' financial stability, and Togo is "deeply concerned about the complex phenomenon of abandonment."
The uneven regulations also influence the ports where ships are abandoned most often. More than a quarter of recent cases have taken place in Saudi Arabia, Iran and the United Arab Emirates, which haven't agreed to the abandonment language in the maritime convention. 
In the eyes of Arrachedi, the ITF organizer who worked as Saleh's case manager, such countries are an ideal haven for shipowners who want to shirk their responsibilities.
"They know that this is happening in their port," he said.
None of the countries responded to AP's questions about abandonment.
Saleh's troubles began in 2015, when the Saudi owners of the ship, then called the Jeddah Palace I and subsequently renamed the Al-Fahad 1, first abandoned him and the rest of the crew along the coast of Sudan. He'd been working on the ship for three years at that point, aiding in the transport of sheep, cows and camels.
In all, he said, he was marooned in Sudan for seven years awaiting his wages. Though he had no income, he said, Sudanese officials let him come and go by day, and he returned to sleep on the ship.
When the ship sailed to Jeddah for repairs in June of 2022, Saleh expected his situation to finally turn around. He and the shipowner signed a settlement, reviewed by the AP, acknowledging that the company would pay him $140,000 to cover his overdue wages. He said he was told the ship would soon resume its normal trade routes.
But nearly two years passed after that agreement with no sign of new business -- or Saleh's money. He continued waiting, stuck on board but just steps from shore.
The ship's flag state, Tanzania, which ratified the seafarer convention in 2019, didn't respond to requests for assistance after being notified more than a year ago, Arrachedi said. 
"This shouldn't be normalized," said Arrachedi, who worked for months to stir action from authorities on Saleh's case. "You have a ship, this ship is in a port. There are maritime authorities there, and there is a flag there."
Officials in Saudi Arabia gave little indication that they would resolve Saleh's case quickly, Arrachedi said, despite the rusting vessel standing out like an eyesore in the country's most important port.
The Al-Maha's owner, Mishal Fahad Abalkhail, said he inherited the ship in 2019 from his father when he was 21 years old. He said the business was already deeply in debt. He said he disagreed with the terms of the failed settlement that he signed and noted that he is in a legal dispute with the shipping agent in Jeddah, which provided port services and ship supplies.
AP's attempts to contact the shipping agent were unsuccessful.
Neither Tanzania's maritime agency nor the Saudi Arabian Ports Authority responded to AP's questions.

    


FISHING BOATS NOT IMMUNE
Of the scores of ships reported abandoned last year, just 12 were fishing boats. Despite being highly vulnerable to abuse and exploitation, fishing crews have historically made up a tiny fraction of cases -- likely because they are less empowered to complain.
Thousands of miles from Saleh, on the west coast of the United States, Reyner Dagalea spent three months in Westport, Washington, scrubbing the fish hold of a tuna ship, washing the deck, and playing solitaire -- anything, he said, to keep his mind off the money his family in the Philippines was waiting on.
He wasn't alone: Nearly two dozen other crew members, all Filipino, were confined to fishing vessels belonging to their American employer, McAdam's Fish, a supplier of sushi-grade Albacore tuna with whom Dagalea was locked in a bitter wage dispute. Without visas, U.S. immigration laws would not permit the fishermen on land.
Dagalea, 49, urged his family to be patient. "I cannot support you right now because I am stuck here," he said he told them.
Though Dagalea said he worked 17-hour days for months catching tuna in the North Pacific, pay stubs shared by the fishermen and their employer show his pay arrived in small, halting sums -- $200 one month; nothing the next. By Christmas, documents show that he and five other crew members who spoke with the AP were paid less than half of the wages they should have received. Their pay amounted to around $8 a day.
The fleet of four ships the men worked on are the first U.S.-flagged vessels listed as abandoned by the U.N. in 15 years. Their ongoing wage dispute reflects the precarious position of fishermen in an industry with few regulations guiding how and when workers are paid.
Unionization in the seafood industry is minimal, giving fishing crews few protections if they complain. They also have fewer rights than merchant mariners because they're excluded from the Maritime Labor Convention. Instead, fishing labor standards are set by the weaker Work in Fishing Convention, which requires regular wages but has no formal definition of abandonment, and which only a handful of countries -- not including the U.S. -- have ratified.
McAdam's Fish acknowledged the payment delays but blamed Pescadores International, a recruitment agency based in the Philippines, for being slow to disburse the six months of wages that McAdam's said it had paid the agency in advance.
"Regrettably, it appears from a review of the manning agency's report, that its payments were untimely," Eric Sternberger, an attorney for McAdam's, said in an emailed statement. The company asserted that it never heard complaints from the fishermen, and that in its decade-plus track record, no crewman had been underpaid at the end of a contract.
Pescadores' owner offered no explanation for the payments delay when asked by AP but said that in previous years the fishermen earned far in excess of the minimum wage. He and Sternberger also sent the AP affidavits from fellow crew members alleging that the complaints were a scheme to obtain U.S. work visas -- an accusation that Dagalea and the others denied.
"Those six have not contacted our office since they jumped ship," Ricardo De Joya, Pescadores' owner, said in an email. 
Rob McAdam, the owner of McAdam's, said much of his crew had worked for him for years because of the opportunity to earn good money. But last season's catch was the worst on record, making it impossible to pay the same catch bonuses as in the past.
"Over the years, we've literally changed lives," said McAdam, adding that some of the most loyal fishermen have made upwards of $100,000 a year. "It's one of the few upsides of this business."
Shortly after Christmas, officials with Homeland Security Investigations boarded the ships and union advocates with ITF began a campaign for Dagalea and the others to recoup the wages. 
Six weeks after authorities intervened, and one week after AP interviewed the six complaining fishermen, Pescadores paid them each about $4,000 -- amounting to much of the backpay.
Federal authorities have since granted the fishermen temporary immigration status to the U.S., and they've moved to a rental house in Seattle with the help of Filipino community members. 
During those three months in Westport, before they complained, Dagalea's crewmates faced similar strains, the fishermen and their families said. Richard Zambales wasn't sure he would be able to pay for his wife's heart medication. Albert Docuyan's wife moved from the Philippines to Malaysia to find work that could pay the fees for their children's school. Norberto Cabrela missed the birth of his son, then scrambled to find the money to pay the hospital bills.
Dagalea said the only thing he could do at the time was to keep working on the ship and stay busy. It helped quiet his thoughts. 
"But at nighttime," he told the AP, "you're still going to think, because it's already dark and you're alone."

    


BETTER THAN NOTHING
Back in Jeddah, Saleh kept praying for things to change -- for the shipowner to relent and agree to pay him; for some way by which he could finally leave. He said he had trouble eating, concerned that his family wasn't getting enough food. He barely slept.
"My whole life is anxiety and fear," Saleh wrote to AP in February.
That same month, AP contacted Saudi Arabia's media ministry, their U.S. embassy staff and the port authority in Jeddah with questions about his case. None responded.
Within two weeks of the AP contacting Saudi Arabian authorities, Saleh received an offer from the shipping agent to pay him. Over weeks of back and forth, they reached an amount Saleh agreed to take. The shipping agent visited the Al-Maha and told Saleh to be ready to leave in three hours for the airport, Arrachedi said.
"By God, I am happy to have reached this settlement," Saleh told AP from Egypt. "I did not receive the full amount, but this is better than nothing and better than these problems, sitting on the ship, being abroad, and being far from family and homeland."
For now, he's focused on ensuring his family is healthy and safe. Someday soon, he wants to buy a house.
"It's one of the worst cases I have seen in my 23 years as an ITF inspector," Arrachedi said.
He said Saleh's abandonment shows the harm flag states and port authorities cause by letting abusive situations go unchecked.
"Because to keep someone on board for 12 years and need two years to fix it is absolutely a failure."
But in the meantime, there were new cases for him to handle. An urgent abandonment in Libya. A crew marooned in Sudan without pay for 16 months. An Egyptian sailor who was afraid and wanted to go home. And the list stretched on.
--
Wieffering reported from Seattle and Washington, D.C., and Goodman reported from Miami. Associated Press reporters Aaron Kessler and Ashraf Khalil in Washington, D.C., Manuel Valdes in Seattle, Kyle Marian Viterbo in New York and Sarah El Deeb in Beirut contributed to this report.
--
This story was supported by funding from the Walton Family Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
__
Contact AP's global investigative team at [email protected] or https://www.ap.org/tips/
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                                        Lab-grown meat is not currently available in any U.S. grocery stores or restaurants. If some lawmakers have their way, it never will be.
Earlier this month, both Florida and Arizona banned the sale of cultivated meat and seafood, which is grown from animal cells. In Iowa, the governor signed a bill prohibiting schools from buying lab-grown meat. Federal lawmakers are also looking to restrict it.
It's unclear how far these efforts will go. Some cultivated meat companies say they're considering legal action, and some states - like Tennessee - shelved proposed bans after lawmakers argued they would restrict consumers' choices.
Still, it's a deflating end to a year that started with great optimism for the cultivated meat industry.
The U.S. approved the sale of lab-grown meat for the first time in June 2023, allowing two California startups, Good Meat and Upside Foods, to sell cultivated chicken. Two high-end U.S. restaurants briefly added the products to their menus. Some cultivated meat companies began expanding production. One of Good Meat's products went on sale at a grocery in Singapore.

    


But before long, politicians were pumping the brakes. Lawmakers in seven states introduced legislation that would ban cultivated meat, according to Kim Tyrrell, an associate director with the National Conference of State Legislatures. 




In the U.S. Senate, Democratic Sen. Jon Tester of Montana and Republican Mike Rounds of South Dakota introduced a bill in January to prohibit the use of lab-grown meat in school lunch programs.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The backlash isn't confined to the U.S. Italy banned the sale of lab-grown meat late last year. French lawmakers have also introduced a bill to ban it. 
The pushback is happening even though lab-grown meat and seafood are far from reaching the market in a meaningful way because they're so expensive to make. Cultivated products are grown in steel tanks using cells from a living animal, a fertilized egg or a storage bank. The cells are fed with special blends of water, sugar, fats and vitamins. Once they've grown, they're formed into cutlets, nuggets and other shapes.

    


Companies have been heavily focused on scaling production to bring down costs and on winning government approval to sell their products. Now, they're also trying to figure out how to respond to the state bans. Upside Foods launched a Change.org petition, inviting supporters to "tell politicians to stop policing your plate."
"It's a shame they are closing the door before we even get out of the gate," Tom Rossmeissl, the head of global marketing for Good Meat, said. The company is considering its legal options, he said.
Backers of the bans say they want to protect farmers and consumers. Cultivated meat has only been around for about a decade, they say, and they're concerned about its safety.
"Alabamians want to know what they are eating, and we have no idea what is in this stuff or how it will affect us," Republican state Sen. Jack Williams, the sponsor of Alabama's bill, wrote in an email to The Associated Press. "Meat comes from livestock raised by hardworking farmers and ranchers, not from a petri dish grown by scientists."

    


But those within the cultivated meat industry say their products must meet rigorous government safety tests before going on sale. Their nascent industry isn't trying to replace meat, they say, but figure out ways to feed the world's growing need for protein.
Rossmeissl said the U.S. is currently leading the effort to develop cultivated meat and seafood, with 45 companies in the space, but that could change. In January, for example, an Israeli company received preliminary approval to sell the world's first steaks made from cultivated beef. China is also investing heavily in lab-grown meat.
"It should be startling and concerning to Americans that we're throwing up barriers to something that could be really important to our economy and food security," he said.
State Sen. Jay Collins, a Republican who sponsored the Florida bill, noted that the legislation doesn't ban research, just the manufacturing and sale of lab-grown meat. Collins said safety was his primary motivator, but he also wants to protect Florida agriculture.

    


"Let's not be in a rush to replace something," he said. "It's a billion-dollar industry. We feed a ton of people across the country with our cattle, beef, pork, poultry and fish industries."
Rossmeissl thinks the meat industry is trying to avoid what happened to the dairy industry after the introduction of plant-based alternatives like oat milk. Plant-based milk made up 15% of U.S. milk sales last year; that's up from around 6% a decade ago, according to the U.S. Department of Agriculture and the Good Food Institute, an advocacy group for plant-based and cultivated products.
Meat producers did back the bans in Florida and Alabama. The leaders of those states' cattlemen's associations - which are advocacy groups for ranchers - stood next to both governors as they signed the bans into law.

    


But the picture is more complicated at the national level, where the meat industry doesn't support bans on cultivated products. Some meat producers, like JBS Foods, are working on developing cultivated meat of their own.
"We do not support the route of banning these outright," Sigrid Johannes, the director of government affairs for the National Cattlemen's Beef Association, said. "We're not afraid of competing with these products in the marketplace."
The Meat Institute - which represents JBS, Tyson and other big meat companies - sent a letter to Alabama lawmakers warning them that the state's ban was likely unconstitutional since federal law regulates meat processing and interstate commerce.
The founders of Wildtype, a San Francisco-based company that makes cultivated salmon, traveled to Florida and Alabama to testify against the bills but weren't able to sway the outcome. They hope someone will challenge the bans in court but say it's not realistic for their tiny company to take on that battle.
"We are David and on the other side of the aisle there is a gigantic Goliath," Wildtype co-founder Arye Elfenbein said.
___
AP Writers Brendan Farrington in Tallahassee, Florida; Kimberly Chandler in Montgomery, Alabama; and Jonathan Mattise in Nashville contributed.
__
This story has been corrected to show that Sen. Jon Tester is a Democrat, not a Republican.
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                                        SAN FRANCISCO (AP) -- If you use Facebook, WhatsApp or Instagram, you've probably noticed a new character pop up answering search queries or eagerly offering tidbits of information in your feeds, with varying degrees of accuracy. 
It's Meta AI, and it's here to help, at least according to Meta Platforms' CEO Mark Zuckerberg, who calls it "the most intelligent AI assistant that you can freely use."
The chatbot can recommend local restaurants, offer more information on something you see in a Facebook post, search for airline flights or generate images in the blink of an eye. If you're chatting with friends to plan a night out, you can invite it into your group conversation by typing @MetaAI, then ask it to recommend, say, cocktail bars. 
Meta's AI tool has been integrated into chat boxes and search bars throughout the tech giant's platforms. The assistant appears, for example, at the top of your chat list on Messenger. Ask it questions about anything or to "imagine" something and it will generate a picture or animation. 

    


As with any new technology, there are, of course, hiccups, including bizarre exchanges when the chatbots first started engaging with real people. One joined a Facebook moms' group to talk about its gifted child. Another tried to give away nonexistent items to confused members of a Buy Nothing forum. 
Meta AI hasn't been universally welcomed. Here are some tips if you want to avoid using it: 




CAN I TURN IT OFF?

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Some Facebook users don't like the chatbot, complaining in online forums that they're tired of having AI foisted on them all the time or that they just want to stick with what they know. So what if you don't want Meta AI butting in every time you search for something or scroll through your social feeds? Well, you might need a time machine. Meta and other tech companies are in an AI arms race, churning out new language models and persuading -- some might say pressuring -- the public to use them. 

    


The bad news is there's no one button to turn off Meta AI on Facebook, Instagram, Messenger or WhatsApp. However, if you want to limit it, there are some (imperfect) workarounds. 
MUTE...SORT OF
On the Facebook mobile app, tap the "search" button. You may get a prompt to "Ask Meta AI anything." Tap the blue triangle on the right, then the blue circle with an "i" inside it. Here, you'll see a "mute" button, with options to silence the chatbot for 15 minutes or longer, or "Until I change it." You can do the same on Instagram. 
Nonetheless, muting doesn't get rid of Meta AI completely. Meta AI's circle logo might still appear where the search magnifying glass used to be -- and tapping on it will take you to the Meta AI field. This is now the new way to search in Meta, and just as with Google's AI summaries, the responses will be generated by AI. 
I asked the chatbot about searching Facebook without Meta AI results. 
"Meta AI aims to be a helpful assistant and is in the search bar to assist with your questions," it responded. Then it added, "You can't disable it from this experience, but you can tap the search button after writing your query and search how you normally would." 

    


Then I asked a (human) Meta spokesperson. 
"You can search how you normally would and choose to engage with a variety of results -- ones from Meta AI or others that appear as you type," the spokesperson said in a statement. "And when interacting with Meta AI, you have access to real-time information without having to leave the app you're using thanks to our search partnerships."
Like an over-eager personal assistant, Meta AI also pops up under posts on your Facebook news feed, offering more information about what's discussed in the post -- such as the subject of a news article. It's not possible to disable this feature, so you'll just have to ignore it.
USE OLD SCHOOL FACEBOOK
Tech websites have noted that one surefire way to avoid Facebook's AI assistant is to use the social network's stripped-down mobile site, mbasic.facebook.com. It's aimed at people in developing countries using older phones on slower internet connections. The basic site has a retro feel that looks crude compared to the current version, and it looks even worse on desktop browsers, but it still works on a rudimentary level and without AI. 

    


OTHER COUNTRIES
Meta AI is so far only available in the United States and 13 other countries including Australia, Canada, Ghana, Jamaica, Malawi, New Zealand, Nigeria, Pakistan, Singapore, South Africa, Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe. So if you don't live in any of those places, you don't have to worry about the chatbot because you don't get to use it. At least not yet. 
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North Korea's trash rains down onto South Korea, balloon by balloon. Here's what it means

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The South Korean military on Thursday condemned North Korea for sending what it said was more than 200 balloons carrying trash and manure over the border. South Korea's Joint Chiefs of Staff said North Korea had been flying large numbers of trash-carrying balloons toward the South since Tuesday night. (AP video shot by: Yong Jun Chang)
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    [image: FILE - In this photo provided by Jeonbuk Fire Headquarters, balloons with trash presumably sent by North Korea, hang on electric wires as South Korean army soldiers stand guard in Muju, South Korea, on Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (Jeonbuk Fire Headquarters via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - This photo provided by South Korea Defense Ministry, shows balloons with trash presumably sent by North Korea, in South Chungcheong Province, South Korea, on Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (South Korea Presidential Office via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Park Sang-hak, center, a refugee from the North who runs the group Fighters for a Free North Korea from a small Seoul office, and South Korean conservative activists prepare to release balloons bearing leaflets condemning the North Korean leader during an anti-North Korea rally against the 99th anniversary of Kim Il Sung's birth, called "The Day of the Sun," at the Imjingak Pavilion near the border village of Panmunjom in Paju, South Korea, on April 15, 2011. The balloons read "Overthrow Kim Jong Il's dictatorship." (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man, File)]
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[image: FILE - North Korean defectors prepare to release balloons carrying leaflets and a banner denouncing North Korean leader Kim Jong Un for North Korea's latest nuclear test, in Paju, near the border with North Korea, South Korea, on Sept. 15, 2016. The letters read "Let's punish Kim Jong-un and stop nuclear test." North Korea floated huge balloons to dump trashes across rival South Korea on Wednesday, May 29, 2024. It's an old-fashioned, Cold War-style provocation that the country has rarely used in recent years. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon, File)]
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[image: FILE - South Korean army soldiers search for suspected North Korean leaflets on a field in Paju, South Korea, near the border with North Korea, on Jan. 13, 2016. North Korea floated huge balloons to dump trashes like manures, cigarette butts, scrap cloth pieces and waste batteries across rival South Korea on Wednesday, May 29, 2024. It's an old-fashioned, Cold War-style provocation that the country has rarely used in recent years.(Roh Seung-hyuck/Yonhap via AP, File)]
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                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- Manure. Cigarette butts. Scraps of cloth. Waste batteries. Even, reportedly, diapers. This week, North Korea floated hundreds of huge balloons to dump all of that trash across rival South Korea -- an old-fashioned, Cold War-style provocation that the country has rarely used in recent years.
The powerful sister of North Korean leader Kim Jong Un confirmed Wednesday that North Korea sent the balloons and attached trash sacks. She said they were deployed to make good on her country's recent threat to "scatter mounds of wastepaper and filth" in South Korea in response to the leafleting campaigns by South Korean activists.
Experts say the balloon campaigning is meant to stoke a division in South Korea over its conservative government's hardline policy on North Korea. They also say North Korea will also likely launch new types of provocations in coming months to meddle in November's U.S. presidential election.

    


Here's a look at what North Korea's balloon launches are all about.
WHAT HAPPENED?
Since Tuesday night, about 260 balloons flown from North Korea have been discovered across South Korea. There's no apparent danger, though: The military said an initial investigation showed that the trash tied to the balloons doesn't contain any dangerous substances like chemical, biological or radioactive materials.




There have been no reports of damages in South Korea. In 2016, North Korean balloons carrying trash, compact discs and propaganda leaflets caused damage to cars and other property in South Korea. In 2017, South Korea found a suspected North Korean balloon with leaflets again. This week, no leaflets were found from the North Korean balloons. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Flying balloons with propaganda leaflets and other items is one of the most common types of psychological warfare the two Koreas launched against each other during the Cold War. Other forms of Korean psychological battle have included loudspeaker blaring, setting up giant front-line electronic billboards and signboards and propaganda radio broadcasts. In recent years, the two Koreas have agreed to halt such activities but sometimes resumed them when tensions rose.

    


WHAT DOES NORTH KOREA WANT?
The North's balloon launches are part of a recent series of provocative steps, which include its failed spy satellite launch and test-firings of about 10 suspected short-range missiles this week. Experts say the North's leader, Kim Jong Un, will likely further dial up tensions ahead of the U.S. election to try to help former President Donald Trump return to the White House and revive high-stakes diplomacy between them.
"The balloon launches aren't weak action at all. It's like North Korea sending a message that next time, it can send balloons carrying powder forms of biological and chemical weapons," said Kim Taewoo, a former president of South Korea's government-funded Institute for National Unification.
Koh Yu-hwan, an emeritus professor at Seoul's Dongguk University, said North Korea likely determined that the balloon campaign is a more effective way to force South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol's government to clamp down on the South's civilian leafletting.

    


"The point is to make the South Korean people uncomfortable, and build a public voice that the government's policy toward North Korea is wrong," Koh said. 
North Korea is extremely sensitive to leaflets that South Korean activists occasionally float across the border via their own balloons, because they carry information about the outside world and criticism of the Kim dynasty's authoritarian rule. Most of the North's 26 million people have little access to foreign news.
In 2020, North Korea blew up an empty, South Korean-built liaison office on its territory in protest of South Korean civilian leafleting campaigns. 
WAS ANYTHING LEARNED FROM THE TRASH?
North Korea is one of the world's most secretive countries in the world, and foreign experts are keen on collecting any fragmentary information coming from the country.
But Koh said that there won't be much meaningful information that South Korea can gain from the North Korean trash dumps, because North Korea would have not put any important items into balloons.

    


If the manure is the kind made of animal dung, its examination may show what fodder is given to livestock in North Korea. Looks at other trash can provide a glimpse into consumer products in North Korea. But observers say outside experts can get such information more easily from North Korean defectors, their contacts in North Korea and Chinese border towns, and North Korean state publications.
WHAT ARE THE IMPLICATIONS ON TENSIONS ON THE KOREAN PENINSULA?
The North's balloon activities may deepen public calls in South Korea to stop anti-North Korean leafleting to avoid unnecessary clashes. But it's unclear whether and how aggressively the South Korean government can urge civil groups to refrain from sending balloons toward North Korea.
In 2023, South Korea's Constitutional Court struck down a contentious law that criminalized the sending of anti-Pyongyang propaganda leaflets, calling it an excessive restriction on free speech.

    


"From Pyongyang's perspective, this is a tit-for-tat and even restrained action to get Seoul to stop anti-Kim regime leaflets from being sent north. However, it will be difficult for democratic South Korea to comply, given ongoing legal disputes over the freedom of citizens and NGOs to send information into North Korea," said Leif-Eric Easley, a professor at Ewha University in Seoul.
"The immediate danger of military escalation is not high," he said, "but recent developments show how sensitive and potentially vulnerable the Kim regime is to information operations."
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NRA can sue ex-NY official it says tried to blacklist it after Parkland shooting, Supreme Court says
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    [image: FILE - The U.S. Supreme Court is seen, April 25, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib, File)]
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[image: FILE - Supreme Court is seen on Capitol Hill in Washington, Monday, Oct. 23, 2023. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- A unanimous Supreme Court on Thursday cleared the way for a National Rifle Association lawsuit against a former New York state official over claims she pressured companies to blacklist it following the deadly 2018 school shooting in Parkland, Florida.
Giving the NRA a new chance to prove its case, Justice Sonia Sotomayor wrote that "the critical takeaway is that the First Amendment prohibits government officials from wielding their power selectively to punish or suppress speech."
The NRA said ex-New York state Department of Financial Services Superintendent Maria Vullo violated its free-speech rights during her investigation of NRA-endorsed insurance policies. The group had been working with insurance companies to offer its members Carry Guard policies that covered losses caused by firearms, even when the insured person intentionally killed or hurt somebody. Critics have called the policies "murder insurance."

    


In an unusual alignment, the NRA was represented in the case by the American Civil Liberties Union, and the Biden administration argued some of its claims should go forward. 




"This is a landmark victory for the NRA and all who care about our First Amendment freedom," NRA attorney William A. Brewer III said, accusing New York government officials of abusing their power to silence the group.
The Supreme Court ruling favoring the NRA, which is based in Fairfax, Virginia, reverses a lower-court decision tossing out the gun rights group's lawsuit against Vullo. The decision means the NRA's lawsuit can go forward, but it does not decide the merits of the claim. It also should not be read to shield the NRA and other advocacy groups from regulation, Sotomayor said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But, she wrote, the NRA's complaint "plausibly alleges that Vullo threatened to wield her power against those refusing to aid her campaign to punish the NRA's gun-promotion advocacy. If true, that violates the First Amendment."

    


Vullo argued that she rightly investigated NRA-endorsed insurance policies. She said she did speak out about the risks of doing business with gun groups but didn't exert any improper pressure on companies, many of which were distancing themselves from the NRA on their own at the time. 
The NRA said Vullo leveraged the state investigation into the legality of NRA-endorsed insurance products to pressure insurance companies, saying she would go easier on them if they cut ties with the group.
The products clearly violated state law, Vullo countered, including by covering intentional acts and criminal defense costs. The probe started before the Parkland massacre, which left 17 people dead, and the insurance providers ultimately agreed to pay multimillion-dollar fines.
Vullo also sent out guidance letters to banks and insurance companies warning about the "reputational risks" of working with the NRA. The NRA said her words had significant sway because of her position and several companies cut ties with the group, costing it millions of dollars in revenue.
Vullo said the letters were evenhanded, and her attorney argued that letting the lawsuit go forward would improperly muzzle public officials.
___
Associated Press writer Mark Sherman contributed to this story. 
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the U.S. Supreme Court at https://apnews.com/hub/us-supreme-court.
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A violent, polarized Mexico goes to the polls to choose between 2 women presidential candidates

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Supporters of ruling party presidential candidate Claudia Sheinbaum attend her closing campaign rally at the Zocalo in Mexico City, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte)]


    

    
        
            
                    Supporters of ruling party presidential candidate Claudia Sheinbaum attend her closing campaign rally at the Zocalo in Mexico City, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte)
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            Mexican presidency frontrunner Claudia Sheinbaum closes campaign with nationalistic speech

        
        
            Mexican presidential candidate Claudia Sheinbaum held her final rally late on Wednesday in Mexico City's vast, colonial-era central square. (AP video shot by Fernanda Pesce)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Mexican presidency frontrunner Claudia Sheinbaum closes campaign with nationalistic speech
Mexican presidential candidate Claudia Sheinbaum held her final rally late on Wednesday in Mexico City's vast, colonial-era central square. (AP video shot by Fernanda Pesce)
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[image: A supporter of presidential candidate Claudia Sheinbaum takes a selfie with a campaign poster during Sheinbaum's closing campaign rally at the Zocalo in Mexico City, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]
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[image: Presidential candidate Claudia Sheinbaum arrives at her closing campaign rally at the Zocalo in Mexico City, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. Mexico's general election is set for June 2. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo)]
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[image: Presidential candidate Xochitl Galvez holds a campaign rally in Los Reyes la Paz on the outskirts of Mexico City, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. Mexico's general election is set for June 2. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)]
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[image: Supporters of the presidential candidate Xochitl Galvez hold crosses that read in Spanish "Get out Morena, Morena treason," referring to the ruling party, during Galvez's campaign rally in Los Reyes la Paz, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. Mexico's general election is set for June 2. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)]
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[image: Presidential candidate Claudia Sheinbaum, center, arrives at her closing campaign rally at the Zocalo in Mexico City, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. Mexico's general election is set for June 2. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]
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[image: Supporters of ruling party presidential candidate Claudia Sheinbaum wait for the start of Sheinbaum's closing campaign rally at the Zocalo in Mexico City, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, on the last day of campaigning ahead of the June 2 general election. (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte)]
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[image: Supporters of presidential candidate Claudia Sheinbaum attend her closing campaign rally at the Zocalo in Mexico City, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. Mexico's general election is set for June 2. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]
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[image: Clients eat at a street food stand in Mexico City, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. Mexico's general election is set for June 2. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 15 | Clients eat at a street food stand in Mexico City, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. Mexico's general election is set for June 2. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    10 of 15
Clients eat at a street food stand in Mexico City, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. Mexico's general election is set for June 2. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Presidential candidate Claudia Sheinbaum gestures during her closing campaign rally at the Zocalo in Mexico City, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. Mexico's general election is set for June 2. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo)]
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[image: Presidential candidate Xochitl Galvez waves a Mexican flag at her campaign rally in Los Reyes la Paz just outside of Mexico City, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. Mexico's general election is set for June 2. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)]
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[image: Supporters of presidential candidate Claudia Sheinbaum chant before the start of Sheinbaum's closing campaign rally at the Zocalo in Mexico City, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, on the last day of campaigning ahead of the June 2 general election. (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte)]
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[image: Supporters of Mexican presidential candidate Claudia Sheinbaum hold up a poster of her during her closing campaign rally at the Zocalo in Mexico City, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]
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[image: Mexico City's Angel of Independence is lit up in red, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. The country's general election is set for June 2. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]
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                                        MEXICO CITY (AP) -- Mexico goes into Sunday's election deeply divided: friends and relatives no longer talk politics for fear of worsening unbridgeable divides, while drug cartels have split the country into a patchwork quilt of warring fiefdoms. The atmosphere is literally heating up, amid a wave of unusual heat, drought, pollution and political violence.

It's unclear whether Mexico's next president will be able to rein in the underlying violence and polarization.

Soledad Echagoyen, a Mexico City doctor who supports President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador's Morena party, says she can no longer talk about politics with her colleagues.

"In order to not lose friendships, we decided not to bring up politics starting six years ago, because we were arguing, and the attacks started to get personal," said Dr. Echagoyen.

Being a critic of the current administration does not appear to be easier.

"There's too much hate," said Mexico City student Luis Avalos, 21. He said some of his friends accuse him of "betraying the country" for not supporting Lopez Obrador.

Opposition presidential candidate Xochitl Galvez has focused her ire on Lopez Obrador's "hugs not bullets" policy of not confronting the drug cartels.

She faces former Mexico City Mayor Claudia Sheinbaum, who is running for Lopez Obrador's Morena party. Sheinbaum, who leads in the race, has promised to continue all of Lopez Obrador's policies.

Lopez Obrador himself likes to depict every issue as a struggle between the forces of the "good people" and shadowy conservative conspiracies, and he has done a lot to stoke the flames of division and anger.

"More than an election, this is a referendum to choose the kind of country we want," Lopez Obrador said recently. And it really is a referendum on him: he -- much like Donald Trump in the United States -- is the central figure in the campaign.

In Mexico, just as across the globe, forces of angry, charismatic populism are fighting it out with an income-polarized liberal democracy. Issues of national identity, the influence of foreigners and economic exclusion have divided the country into warring camps.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    




    



"In this country, what's being built isn't a sense of citizenship, but rather of voter bases," said Gloria Alcocer, the director of the civic-minded magazine Voz y Voto, roughly "Voice and Vote." Lopez Obrador is prohibited by law from running for reelection to another six-year term.

The battle lines are drawn: the ruling Morena Party already holds the governorships of 23 of the country's 32 states, and is going for them all. It already has a simple majority in both houses of Congress, and wants a two-thirds majority so it can amend the Constitution at will.

It is hard to describe how chilling that is for some Mexicans who spent more than four decades trying to build a formal democracy, with checks and balances, watchdog agencies and strict electoral rules, almost all of which Morena has said it would like to defund or eliminate if it gets the chance.





Like the old ruling Institutional Revolutionary Party -- which held Mexico's presidency without interruption for a record 70 years -- Morena hasn't hesitated to use the government's power to influence elections, hand out money or embark on big building schemes that may never be truly finished.

But it's also hard to describe how attractive Lopez Obrador policies have been for many Mexicans who have felt excluded under 40 years of what he calls "neo-liberal," market-oriented administrations.

Under Lopez Obrador, Mexico has more than doubled its still-tragically low minimum wage (now about $15 per day, or about $2 per hour). While that's not going to change anybody's life -- a Big Mac now costs about $5.19 in Mexico, compared to an average of $5.69 in the U.S. -- it is the underlying appeal of Morena's platform that draws many voters.

    



The implicit message for many Mexicans during market-oriented governments over the decades was that they were somehow wrong for not learning more English, working in manual labor and not in the tech economy, receiving government subsidies and living in a traditional, family-dominated culture.

Lopez Obrador turned this narrative on its head: he intentionally mispronounces English phrases, glorifies manual labor, says subsidies are good, favors state-run companies and says Mexico is strong precisely because of its family values and Indigenous culture: he has even claimed those same values make Mexicans immune to drug addiction.

Lopez Obrador says fighting the drug cartels -- which have taken over large swaths of Mexico, extorting protection money from all walks of life -- is a foreign idea, one imposed on Mexico by the United States. He has opted instead for a "hugs not bullets" approach and limiting cooperation with U.S. authorities in fighting the gangs.

    





Sheinbaum is an academic who lacks Lopez Obrador's charisma, folksy style and mass appeal. She says her administration will follow the outgoing president's policies, but with more data to back up her decisions.

Galvez, a woman who went from a poor Indigenous town to starting her own tech firm, has been the wild card in the race: her plain-spoken, folksy approach has produced both punchy phrases and monumental gaffes. Both women are 61. A third little-known male candidate from a small party has trailed far behind both women.

Sunday's elections -- which will also decide congressional seats and thousands of local posts -- are different from those of the past in other ways.

About 27 candidates -- mostly running for mayor or town councils -- have been killed so far this year. While that number is not much higher than in some past elections, what is unprecedented is the mass shootings: candidates used to be murdered in direct attacks that killed only them, but now criminals have taken to spraying whole campaign events with gunfire.

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    



And, as international studies professor Carlos A. Perez Ricart notes, "where there are no shootings, it's because (local government) institutions have already been taken over" by the cartels.

Mexico has also been baking under a heat wave so intense that howler monkeys have literally been dropping dead from the trees. Almost all of the country is suffering some level of water shortage and air pollution has been so bad in the capital, that a fifth of the cars have been banned from driving.

All of that is not exactly helping cool tempers or drawing people toward reconciliation. In the present scenario, perhaps the only positive thing is that it doesn't appear the election will be particularly tight.

"This country couldn't really handle a narrow margin of victory," said Perez Ricart. "We are lacking true democrats on both sides."

    





___

Follow the AP's coverage of global elections at: https://apnews.com/hub/global-elections/
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'Star Trek' actor George Takei is determined to keep telling his Japanese American story

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    "Star Trek" icon George Takei has a new picture book out for children ages called "My Lost Freedom," tackling the incarceration of 120,000 Japanese Americans, including children, labeled enemies during World War II. (May 30)
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    [image: FILE - Members of the "Star Trek" crew, from left, James Doohan, DeForest Kelley, Walter Koenig, William Shatner, George Takei, Leonard Nimoy and Nichelle Nichols, toast the newest "Star Trek" film during a news conference at Paramount Studios in Los Angeles, Dec. 28, 1988. (AP Photo/Bob Galbraith, File)]
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[image: FILE - Actor George Takei, who played the role of helm officer Sulu in the original television series, "Star Trek," gives a "live long and prosper" gesture in front of a model of the U.S.S. Enterprise space ship at an exhibit at the Tech Museum in San Jose, Calif., on Oct. 20, 2009. (AP Photo/Paul Sakuma, File)]
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[image: FILE - George Takei arrives at the 75th annual Tony Awards on June 12, 2022, at Radio City Music Hall in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 6 | FILE - George Takei arrives at the 75th annual Tony Awards on June 12, 2022, at Radio City Music Hall in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 6
FILE - George Takei arrives at the 75th annual Tony Awards on June 12, 2022, at Radio City Music Hall in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)
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[image: FILE - George Takei arrives at the Star Trek Day celebration in Los Angeles on Sept. 8, 2021. (Photo by Richard Shotwell/Invision/AP, File)]
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FILE - George Takei arrives at the Star Trek Day celebration in Los Angeles on Sept. 8, 2021. (Photo by Richard Shotwell/Invision/AP, File)
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[image: A copy of "My Lost Freedom," a children's book by George Takei, is displayed at the section featuring in the "Being Asian in America" at a Kinokuniya bookstore specializing in selling books and magazines written in foreign languages in the Shinjuku district of Tokyo, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)]
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[image: A copy of "My Lost Freedom," a children's book by George Takei, is displayed at the section featuring in the "Being Asian in America" at a Kinokuniya bookstore specializing in selling books and magazines written in foreign languages in the Shinjuku district of Tokyo, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)]
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                                        TOKYO (AP) -- The incarceration of 120,000 Japanese Americans, including children, labeled enemies during World War II is an historical experience that has traumatized, and galvanized, the Japanese American community over the decades.
For George Takei, who portrayed Hikaru Sulu aboard the USS Enterprise in the "Star Trek" franchise, it's a story he is determined to keep telling every opportunity he has.
"I consider it my mission in life to educate Americans on this chapter of American history," he said in a recent interview with The Associated Press. 
He fears the lesson about the failure of U.S. democracy hasn't really been learned, even today, including among Japanese Americans.
"The shame of internment is the government's. They're the ones that did something unjust, cruel and inhuman. But so often the victims of the government actions take on the shame themselves," he said.

    


Takei, 87, has a new picture book out for children ages 6 to 9 and their parents, called "My Lost Freedom." It's illustrated in soft watercolors by Michelle Lee.
Takei was 4 years old when President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed Executive Order 9066 on Feb. 19, 1942, two months after the Japanese bombing of Pearl Harbor, declaring anyone of Japanese descent an enemy of the United States and forcibly removing them from their West Coast homes.


Takei spent the next three years behind barbed wires, guarded by soldiers with guns, in three camps: the Santa Anita racetrack, which stunk of manure; Camp Rohwer in a marshland; and, from 1943, Tule Lake, a high-security segregation center for the "disloyal."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We were seen as different from other Americans. This was unfair. We were Americans, who had nothing to do with Pearl Harbor. Yet we were imprisoned behind barbed wires," Takei writes in the book. 
Throughout it all, his parents are portrayed as enduring the hardships with a quiet dignity. His mother sewed clothes for the children. They made chairs out of scrap lumber. They played baseball. They danced to Benny Goodman. For Christmas, they got a Santa who looked Japanese. 

    


Takei's is a remarkable story of resilience and a pursuit of justice, repeated throughout the Japanese American experience.
It's a story that's been told and retold, in books like the 1973 "Farewell to Manzanar" by Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston; "Only What We Could Carry," edited by Lawson Fusao Inada more than 20 years ago; and "The Literature of Japanese American Incarceration," which just came out, compiled by Frank Abe and Floyd Cheung.
David Inoue, executive director of the Japanese American Citizens League, headquartered in Washington, D.C., believes the message of Takei's book remains relevant.
He said discrimination persists today, as seen in the anti-Asian attacks that flared with the COVID-19 pandemic. Inoue said his son has been taunted in school in the same way he was growing up.
"One of the important things about having books like this is that it humanizes us. It tells stories about us that show we're just like any other family. We like to play baseball. We have pets," Inoue said.

    


Takei and his family were sent to Tule Lake in northern California because his parents answered "No" to key questions in a so-called loyalty questionnaire.
Question No. 27 asked if they were willing to serve in the U.S. armed forces. Question No. 28 asked whether they swore allegiance to the U.S. and would forswear allegiance to the Japanese emperor. Both were controversial questions for people who had been stripped of their basic civil rights and labeled enemies.
"Daddy and Mama both thought that the two questions were stupid," Takei writes in "My Lost Freedom."
"The only honest answers were No and No."
Takei said the questions did not explain what would become of families with young children. The second question was also a no-win, he said, because his parents felt there was no loyalty to Japan to denounce.
Tule Lake was the largest of the 10 camps, holding 18,000 people.
Young men who answered "Yes" became part of the all-Japanese American 442nd Regimental Combat Team, which fought in Europe while their families remained incarcerated. The 442, with their famous "Go for Broke" motto, is the most decorated unit of its size and length of service in U.S. military history.

    


"They were determined to prove themselves and get their families out of barbed wires," Takei said. "They are our heroes. I know I owe so much to them."
After Japan surrendered, Takei and his family, like all Japanese Americans freed from the camps, were each given $25 and a one-way ticket to anywhere in the U.S. Takei's family chose to start all over again in Los Angeles.
In 1988, the Civil Liberties Act -- after years of effort and testimonies by Japanese Americans, including Takei -- granted redress of $20,000 and a formal presidential apology to every surviving U.S. citizen or legal resident immigrant of Japanese ancestry incarcerated during World War II.

    


Takei's voice became choked when he recalled how his father did not live to see it.
He noted with pride the diversity depicted in "Star Trek," a TV series that started in the mid-1960s and developed a devout following. There, the crew that flew together through the galaxies was of various backgrounds.
"Star Trek" writer, creator and producer Gene Roddenberry wanted to portray the turbulent times and the civil rights movement on a TV show but had to do it metaphorically to make it acceptable, Takei said.
"Different people, different ideas, different taste, different food. He wanted to make that statement. Each of the characters was supposed to represent a part of this planet," Takei said.
Takei recalled how his father taught him how the government "of the people, by the people and for the people," as Abraham Lincoln put it in his Gettysburg Address, could also prove a weakness.
"All people are fallible, even a great president like Roosevelt. He got stampeded by the hysteria of the time, the racism of the time. And he signed Executive Order 9066," Takei said.
___
Yuri Kageyama is on X: https://twitter.com/yurikageyama
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Partial count in South Africa election puts ruling ANC below 50% as country senses monumental change

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    South Africans have voted in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years. It's a vote that could put their young democracy into unknown territory. (AP video shot by Jackson Njehia, Annie Risemberg and Sebabatso Mosamo. Production by Nqobile Ntshangase.)
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    [image: Electoral workers empties the ballot box during the counting at Itireleng informal settlement in Pretoria, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, during the general elections. AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 20 | Electoral workers empties the ballot box during the counting at Itireleng informal settlement in Pretoria, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, during the general elections. AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)
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[image: A woman casts her ballot at a polling station, during general elections in Eshowe, South Africa, Wednesday May 29, 2024. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people -- half of whom are estimated to be living in poverty. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]
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[image: Voters line up to cast their ballot for general election in Alexandra, near Johannesburg, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)]
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[image: Ballot boxes wait to be opened for vote count at Craighall Park Elementary school in Johannesburg, South Africa, Wednesday May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 20 | Ballot boxes wait to be opened for vote count at Craighall Park Elementary school in Johannesburg, South Africa, Wednesday May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)
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[image: Election volunteers count ballots at Craighall Park Elementary school in Johannesburg, South Africa, Wednesday May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)]
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[image: South African President Cyril Ramaphosa casts his ballot Wednesday May 29, 2024 for the general elections in Soweto, South Africa. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people -- half of whom are estimated to be living in poverty. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)]
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[image: Democratic Alliance (DA) leader John Steenhuisen, holds his ballot at a polling station in Durban, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. South Africans have begun voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put their young democracy in unknown territory. (AP Photo/Str)]
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[image: Opposition Economic Freedom Fighters (EFF) leader Julius Malema, casts his vote at a polling station in Polokwane, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. South Africans have begun voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put their young democracy in unknown territory. (AP Photo)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 20 | Opposition Economic Freedom Fighters (EFF) leader Julius Malema, casts his vote at a polling station in Polokwane, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. South Africans have begun voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put their young democracy in unknown territory. (AP Photo)
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Opposition Economic Freedom Fighters (EFF) leader Julius Malema, casts his vote at a polling station in Polokwane, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. South Africans have begun voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put their young democracy in unknown territory. (AP Photo)
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[image: Former president of the A.N.C. and South Africa, Jacob Zuma, waves to supporters after casting his ballot in Nkandla, Kwazulu Natal, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024 during the general elections. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 20 | Former president of the A.N.C. and South Africa, Jacob Zuma, waves to supporters after casting his ballot in Nkandla, Kwazulu Natal, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024 during the general elections. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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[image: People queue to cast their votes at a polling station in Cape Town, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. South Africans have begun voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put their young democracy in unknown territory. (AP Photo/Nardus Engelbrecht)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 20 | People queue to cast their votes at a polling station in Cape Town, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. South Africans have begun voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put their young democracy in unknown territory. (AP Photo/Nardus Engelbrecht)
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[image: Voters line up to cast their ballot for general elections in Alexandra, near Johannesburg, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. South Africans began voting Wednesday in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put their young democracy in unknown territory. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 20 | Voters line up to cast their ballot for general elections in Alexandra, near Johannesburg, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. South Africans began voting Wednesday in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put their young democracy in unknown territory. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)
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[image: Electoral workers check ballot papers during the counting at a polling station at Itireleng informal settlement in Pretoria, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, during the general elections. South Africans voted Wednesday at schools, community centers, and in large white tents set up in open fields in an election seen as their country's most important since apartheid ended 30 years ago. It could put the young democracy into unknown territory. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 20 | Electoral workers check ballot papers during the counting at a polling station at Itireleng informal settlement in Pretoria, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, during the general elections. South Africans voted Wednesday at schools, community centers, and in large white tents set up in open fields in an election seen as their country's most important since apartheid ended 30 years ago. It could put the young democracy into unknown territory. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)
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[image: Children sit by the side of the road next to a polling station, during general elections in Nkandla, Kwazulu Natal, South Africa, Wednesday May 29, 2024. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people -- half of whom are estimated to be living in poverty. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Electoral workers prepare to open the voting station as voters line up to cast their ballot for general elections in Alexandra, near Johannesburg, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 20 | Electoral workers prepare to open the voting station as voters line up to cast their ballot for general elections in Alexandra, near Johannesburg, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    14 of 20
Electoral workers prepare to open the voting station as voters line up to cast their ballot for general elections in Alexandra, near Johannesburg, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)
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[image: People queue after dark to cast their votes at a polling station in Cape Town, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. South Africans voted Wednesday at schools, community centers, and in large white tents set up in open fields in an election seen as their country's most important since apartheid ended 30 years ago. It could put the young democracy into unknown territory. (AP Photo/Nardus Engelbrecht)]
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    15 of 20
People queue after dark to cast their votes at a polling station in Cape Town, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. South Africans voted Wednesday at schools, community centers, and in large white tents set up in open fields in an election seen as their country's most important since apartheid ended 30 years ago. It could put the young democracy into unknown territory. (AP Photo/Nardus Engelbrecht)
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[image: A woman is marked on her hand after casting her ballot on Wednesday May 29, 2024 during general elections in Nkandla, Kwazulu Natal, South Africa. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people -- half of whom are estimated to be living in poverty. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 20 | A woman is marked on her hand after casting her ballot on Wednesday May 29, 2024 during general elections in Nkandla, Kwazulu Natal, South Africa. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people -- half of whom are estimated to be living in poverty. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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A woman is marked on her hand after casting her ballot on Wednesday May 29, 2024 during general elections in Nkandla, Kwazulu Natal, South Africa. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people -- half of whom are estimated to be living in poverty. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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[image: People queue to cast their votes at a polling station during general elections, in Cape Town, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. South Africans have begun voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put their young democracy in unknown territory. (AP Photo/Nardus Engelbrecht)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 20 | People queue to cast their votes at a polling station during general elections, in Cape Town, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. South Africans have begun voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put their young democracy in unknown territory. (AP Photo/Nardus Engelbrecht)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    17 of 20
People queue to cast their votes at a polling station during general elections, in Cape Town, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. South Africans have begun voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put their young democracy in unknown territory. (AP Photo/Nardus Engelbrecht)
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[image: Voters wait outside a poling station on Wednesday May 29, 2024, during general elections in KwaMfana, South Africa. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people -- half of whom are estimated to be living in poverty. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 20 | Voters wait outside a poling station on Wednesday May 29, 2024, during general elections in KwaMfana, South Africa. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people -- half of whom are estimated to be living in poverty. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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Voters wait outside a poling station on Wednesday May 29, 2024, during general elections in KwaMfana, South Africa. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people -- half of whom are estimated to be living in poverty. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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[image: People watch as former president of the A.N.C. and South Africa Jacob Zuma, casts his ballot on Wednesday May 29, 2024 during general elections in Nkandla, Kwazulu Natal, South Africa. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people -- half of whom are estimated to be living in poverty. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            19 of 20 | People watch as former president of the A.N.C. and South Africa Jacob Zuma, casts his ballot on Wednesday May 29, 2024 during general elections in Nkandla, Kwazulu Natal, South Africa. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people -- half of whom are estimated to be living in poverty. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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People watch as former president of the A.N.C. and South Africa Jacob Zuma, casts his ballot on Wednesday May 29, 2024 during general elections in Nkandla, Kwazulu Natal, South Africa. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people -- half of whom are estimated to be living in poverty. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Independent Electoral Commission Chief Electoral Officer Sy Mamabolo briefs reporters and political party delegates at the National Results Operations Center in Johannesburg, South Africa, Thursday, May 30, 2024, one day after South Africans voted in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            20 of 20 | Independent Electoral Commission Chief Electoral Officer Sy Mamabolo briefs reporters and political party delegates at the National Results Operations Center in Johannesburg, South Africa, Thursday, May 30, 2024, one day after South Africans voted in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)
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Independent Electoral Commission Chief Electoral Officer Sy Mamabolo briefs reporters and political party delegates at the National Results Operations Center in Johannesburg, South Africa, Thursday, May 30, 2024, one day after South Africans voted in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)
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                                        JOHANNESBURG (AP) -- Partial results in South Africa's national election put the long-ruling African National Congress party at well below 50% of the vote as counting continued Thursday, and it could be on the brink of losing its majority for the first time since sweeping to power under Nelson Mandela at the end of apartheid in 1994.
That would be a momentous change for South Africa, where the ANC has been dominant for all 30 years of its young democracy, and the only governing party many have known.

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


The ANC had the most votes by some way and was well ahead in the early results, as expected. But if it fails to secure a majority, it may have to form a coalition to remain in the government -- something that has never happened before in post-apartheid South Africa. Without a majority, the ANC would also need help from other parties to reelect President Cyril Ramaphosa for a second term.

    


"I think we are seeing a massive change in South African politics," Susan Booysen, a political analyst and professor emeritus at the University of the Witwatersrand in Johannesburg, said on national broadcaster SABC TV.




With around 27% of votes counted, it was still only an early picture after Wednesday's election. The final results were expected to take days, with the independent electoral commission saying they would be delivered by Sunday, although they could come earlier.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

South Africans were waiting with baited breath to see if their country, Africa's most advanced economy, was about to enter a new era. Some analysts said the incomplete results were already unprecedented with regards to how far the long dominant ANC was below the 50% mark at this stage in the counting.
The results that had been declared were from just over 6,000 of the more than 23,000 polling stations across the nine provinces that make up South Africa, and there was a long way to go in the counting. The partial results put the ANC at 43% of the vote.

    


The ANC's worst performance in a national election is the 57.5% it won in the last one in 2019. A projection from a government agency and SABC, based on early vote returns, estimated that the ANC would end up with about 42% this time, a drop of more than 15%, which would be a stunning result in the context of South Africa.
The ANC would likely have to co-govern and find a coalition partner if the projections hold, taking South Africa into the unknown. The ANC said right up to Wednesday's election that it was confident of retaining its majority and has given no indication over how it might form a coalition government.
South Africa was "having to craft a new direction but without a clear indication of what direction that is likely to be," said Terry Tselane, executive chairman of the Institute of Election Management Services in Africa, an electoral think tank. He called it a defining moment.
This election was seen as a direct referendum on the unbroken rule of the ANC, which freed South Africa from the oppressive, racist apartheid regime in the famous all-race vote of 1994 but has seen a steady decrease in its popularity over the last two decades.

    


ANC deputy secretary-general Nomvula Mokonyane said on SABC: "We remain optimistic." 
In a separate interview, she said that the ANC saw the early results as better than some had projected.
"Everybody was looking at the ANC (to receive) around 36% to 40%, and we are quite certain that we will surpass that," Mokonyane said.
Nearly 28 million people out of South Africa's population of 62 million were registered to vote.
South Africa may be the continent's most advanced country, but it has struggled to solve a profuse inequality that has kept millions in poverty decades after the segregation of apartheid ended. That inequality and widespread poverty disproportionately affects the Black majority that make up more than 80% of the country's population. South Africa has one of the worst unemployment rates in the world at 32%.
Voters repeatedly referred to unemployment as well as other issues like ANC corruption scandals, problems with basic government services and high violent crime as their main grievances.

    


The ANC was faced with more opposition than ever in this vote. More than 50 political parties were registered to participate, the most in a national election, with many of them new. Much of the opposition vote was expected to be spread among an array of those other parties, though.
The early results put the Democratic Alliance at around 25% of the vote and the Economic Freedom Fighters party at around 8%. They are South Africa's biggest opposition parties. The partial results also reflected the possible immediate impact of the new MK Party of former President Jacob Zuma, who turned against the ANC he once led. The MK Party had the fourth-biggest share of the early count in its first election and was becoming a significant factor in draining support from the ANC.

    


South Africans vote for parties and not directly for their president in national elections. Those parties then get seats in Parliament according to their share of the vote and lawmakers elect the president. The ANC has always had a clear parliamentary majority since 1994, so the president has always been from the ANC. 
That process of electing a president wouldn't be so simple if the ANC lost its majority.
The electoral commission predicted a high turnout and that was reflected in Wednesday's scenes across the nation, as South Africans lined up into the night to make their choice. The long, snaking lines of voters in cities, towns and rural fields revived memories of the definitive election of 1994 that changed a country.
While polls officially closed at 9 p.m., voting continued for hours after that in many places as officials noted a late surge of ballots being cast in major cities like Johannesburg and Cape Town. The electoral commission said the last votes were cast at around 3 a.m. The rules say that anyone lining up at a voting station by the closing time must be allowed to vote.
The determination of South Africans standing out in the chilly winter weather into the middle of the night suggested millions had embraced how consequential this election might be.
"I would definitely argue that we are looking at a moment of change," said Joleen Steyn-Kotze, chief research specialist on democracy at South Africa's Human Sciences Research Council.
___
Gerald Imray reported from Cape Town.
___
AP Africa news: https://apnews.com/hub/africa
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Iran opens registration for the June presidential election after Raisi died in a helicopter crash
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    [image: Iranian elections headquarters staff work to register candidates for the June 28 presidential elections at the Interior Ministry in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, May 30, 2024. Iran opened a five-day registration period Thursday for hopefuls wanting to run in the presidential election to replace the late Ebrahim Raisi, who was killed in a helicopter crash earlier this month with seven others. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 10 | Iranian elections headquarters staff work to register candidates for the June 28 presidential elections at the Interior Ministry in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, May 30, 2024. Iran opened a five-day registration period Thursday for hopefuls wanting to run in the presidential election to replace the late Ebrahim Raisi, who was killed in a helicopter crash earlier this month with seven others. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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[image: Former Iranian lawmaker Mostafa Kavakebian, the Secretary General of Mardomsalari, or Democracy, party flashes a victory sign while registering his name as a candidate for the June 28 presidential elections at the Interior Ministry in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, May 30, 2024. Iran opened a five-day registration period Thursday for hopefuls wanting to run in the presidential election to replace the late Ebrahim Raisi, who was killed in a helicopter crash earlier this month with seven others. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 10 | Former Iranian lawmaker Mostafa Kavakebian, the Secretary General of Mardomsalari, or Democracy, party flashes a victory sign while registering his name as a candidate for the June 28 presidential elections at the Interior Ministry in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, May 30, 2024. Iran opened a five-day registration period Thursday for hopefuls wanting to run in the presidential election to replace the late Ebrahim Raisi, who was killed in a helicopter crash earlier this month with seven others. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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[image: Former Iranian lawmaker Mostafa Kavakebian, the Secretary General of Mardomsalari, or Democracy party flashes a victory sign while registering his name as a candidate for the June 28 presidential elections at the Interior Ministry in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, May 30, 2024. Iran opened a five-day registration period Thursday for hopefuls wanting to run in the presidential election to replace the late Ebrahim Raisi, who was killed in a helicopter crash earlier this month with seven others. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]
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[image: A staff of Iranian election headquarters staff works during the registration of candidates for the June 28 presidential elections at the Interior Ministry in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, May 30, 2024. Iran opened a five-day registration period Thursday for hopefuls wanting to run in the presidential election to replace the late Ebrahim Raisi, who was killed in a helicopter crash earlier this month with seven others. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 10 | A staff of Iranian election headquarters staff works during the registration of candidates for the June 28 presidential elections at the Interior Ministry in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, May 30, 2024. Iran opened a five-day registration period Thursday for hopefuls wanting to run in the presidential election to replace the late Ebrahim Raisi, who was killed in a helicopter crash earlier this month with seven others. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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[image: A staff of elections headquarters sits beside a portrait of the Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, during the registration of candidates for the June 28 presidential elections at the Interior Ministry in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, May 30, 2024. Iran opened a five-day registration period Thursday for hopefuls wanting to run in the presidential election to replace the late Ebrahim Raisi, who was killed in a helicopter crash earlier this month with seven others. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 10 | A staff of elections headquarters sits beside a portrait of the Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, during the registration of candidates for the June 28 presidential elections at the Interior Ministry in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, May 30, 2024. Iran opened a five-day registration period Thursday for hopefuls wanting to run in the presidential election to replace the late Ebrahim Raisi, who was killed in a helicopter crash earlier this month with seven others. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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[image: This is a locator map for Iran with its capital, Tehran. (AP Photo)]
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[image: Iranian lawmaker Abbas Moghtadaiee, left, registers his name as a candidate for the June 28 presidential elections at the Interior Ministry in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, May 30, 2024. Iran opened a five-day registration period Thursday for hopefuls wanting to run in the presidential election to replace the late Ebrahim Raisi, who was killed in a helicopter crash earlier this month with seven others. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 10 | Iranian lawmaker Abbas Moghtadaiee, left, registers his name as a candidate for the June 28 presidential elections at the Interior Ministry in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, May 30, 2024. Iran opened a five-day registration period Thursday for hopefuls wanting to run in the presidential election to replace the late Ebrahim Raisi, who was killed in a helicopter crash earlier this month with seven others. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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[image: Former Iran's top nuclear negotiator Saeed Jalili, right, registers his name as a candidate for the June 28 presidential elections at the Interior Ministry in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, May 30, 2024. Iran opened a five-day registration period Thursday for hopefuls wanting to run in the presidential election to replace the late Ebrahim Raisi, who was killed in a helicopter crash earlier this month with seven others. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 10 | Former Iran's top nuclear negotiator Saeed Jalili, right, registers his name as a candidate for the June 28 presidential elections at the Interior Ministry in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, May 30, 2024. Iran opened a five-day registration period Thursday for hopefuls wanting to run in the presidential election to replace the late Ebrahim Raisi, who was killed in a helicopter crash earlier this month with seven others. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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[image: Former Iran's top nuclear negotiator Saeed Jalili waves to media as he arrives at the Interior Ministry to register his name as a candidate for the June 28 presidential elections in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, May 30, 2024. Iran opened a five-day registration period Thursday for hopefuls wanting to run in the presidential election to replace the late Ebrahim Raisi, who was killed in a helicopter crash earlier this month with seven others. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 10 | Former Iran's top nuclear negotiator Saeed Jalili waves to media as he arrives at the Interior Ministry to register his name as a candidate for the June 28 presidential elections in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, May 30, 2024. Iran opened a five-day registration period Thursday for hopefuls wanting to run in the presidential election to replace the late Ebrahim Raisi, who was killed in a helicopter crash earlier this month with seven others. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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[image: Former Iran's top nuclear negotiator Saeed Jalili waves to media after registering his name as a candidate for the June 28 presidential elections at the Interior Ministry in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, May 30, 2024. Iran opened a five-day registration period Thursday for hopefuls wanting to run in the presidential election to replace the late Ebrahim Raisi, who was killed in a helicopter crash earlier this month with seven others. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 10 | Former Iran's top nuclear negotiator Saeed Jalili waves to media after registering his name as a candidate for the June 28 presidential elections at the Interior Ministry in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, May 30, 2024. Iran opened a five-day registration period Thursday for hopefuls wanting to run in the presidential election to replace the late Ebrahim Raisi, who was killed in a helicopter crash earlier this month with seven others. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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    [image: Iranian elections headquarters staff work to register candidates for the June 28 presidential elections at the Interior Ministry in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, May 30, 2024. Iran opened a five-day registration period Thursday for hopefuls wanting to run in the presidential election to replace the late Ebrahim Raisi, who was killed in a helicopter crash earlier this month with seven others. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]
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Iranian elections headquarters staff work to register candidates for the June 28 presidential elections at the Interior Ministry in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, May 30, 2024. Iran opened a five-day registration period Thursday for hopefuls wanting to run in the presidential election to replace the late Ebrahim Raisi, who was killed in a helicopter crash earlier this month with seven others. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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[image: Former Iranian lawmaker Mostafa Kavakebian, the Secretary General of Mardomsalari, or Democracy, party flashes a victory sign while registering his name as a candidate for the June 28 presidential elections at the Interior Ministry in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, May 30, 2024. Iran opened a five-day registration period Thursday for hopefuls wanting to run in the presidential election to replace the late Ebrahim Raisi, who was killed in a helicopter crash earlier this month with seven others. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]
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Former Iranian lawmaker Mostafa Kavakebian, the Secretary General of Mardomsalari, or Democracy, party flashes a victory sign while registering his name as a candidate for the June 28 presidential elections at the Interior Ministry in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, May 30, 2024. Iran opened a five-day registration period Thursday for hopefuls wanting to run in the presidential election to replace the late Ebrahim Raisi, who was killed in a helicopter crash earlier this month with seven others. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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[image: Former Iranian lawmaker Mostafa Kavakebian, the Secretary General of Mardomsalari, or Democracy party flashes a victory sign while registering his name as a candidate for the June 28 presidential elections at the Interior Ministry in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, May 30, 2024. Iran opened a five-day registration period Thursday for hopefuls wanting to run in the presidential election to replace the late Ebrahim Raisi, who was killed in a helicopter crash earlier this month with seven others. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]
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[image: A staff of Iranian election headquarters staff works during the registration of candidates for the June 28 presidential elections at the Interior Ministry in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, May 30, 2024. Iran opened a five-day registration period Thursday for hopefuls wanting to run in the presidential election to replace the late Ebrahim Raisi, who was killed in a helicopter crash earlier this month with seven others. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]
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[image: A staff of elections headquarters sits beside a portrait of the Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, during the registration of candidates for the June 28 presidential elections at the Interior Ministry in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, May 30, 2024. Iran opened a five-day registration period Thursday for hopefuls wanting to run in the presidential election to replace the late Ebrahim Raisi, who was killed in a helicopter crash earlier this month with seven others. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]
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[image: This is a locator map for Iran with its capital, Tehran. (AP Photo)]
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[image: Iranian lawmaker Abbas Moghtadaiee, left, registers his name as a candidate for the June 28 presidential elections at the Interior Ministry in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, May 30, 2024. Iran opened a five-day registration period Thursday for hopefuls wanting to run in the presidential election to replace the late Ebrahim Raisi, who was killed in a helicopter crash earlier this month with seven others. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]
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[image: Former Iran's top nuclear negotiator Saeed Jalili, right, registers his name as a candidate for the June 28 presidential elections at the Interior Ministry in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, May 30, 2024. Iran opened a five-day registration period Thursday for hopefuls wanting to run in the presidential election to replace the late Ebrahim Raisi, who was killed in a helicopter crash earlier this month with seven others. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]
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[image: Former Iran's top nuclear negotiator Saeed Jalili waves to media as he arrives at the Interior Ministry to register his name as a candidate for the June 28 presidential elections in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, May 30, 2024. Iran opened a five-day registration period Thursday for hopefuls wanting to run in the presidential election to replace the late Ebrahim Raisi, who was killed in a helicopter crash earlier this month with seven others. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]
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[image: Former Iran's top nuclear negotiator Saeed Jalili waves to media after registering his name as a candidate for the June 28 presidential elections at the Interior Ministry in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, May 30, 2024. Iran opened a five-day registration period Thursday for hopefuls wanting to run in the presidential election to replace the late Ebrahim Raisi, who was killed in a helicopter crash earlier this month with seven others. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]
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                                        DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) -- Iran opened a five-day registration period Thursday for hopefuls wanting to run in the June 28 presidential election to replace the late Ebrahim Raisi, who was killed in a helicopter crash earlier this month with seven others. 
The election comes as Iran grapples with the aftermath of the May 19 crash, as well as heightened tensions between Tehran and the United States, and protests including those over the 2022 death of Mahsa Amini that have swept the country. 

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


While Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 85, maintains final say over all matters of state, presidents in the past have bent the Islamic Republic of Iran toward greater interaction or increased hostility with the West. 
The five-day period will see those between the ages of 40 to 75 with at least a master's degree register as potential candidates. All candidates ultimately must be approved by Iran's 12-member Guardian Council, a panel of clerics and jurists ultimately overseen by Khamenei. That panel has never accepted a woman, for instance, nor anyone calling for radical change within the country's governance.

    


Ahmad Vahidi, Iran's interior minister, opened the registration period. The Interior Ministry, in charge of the country's police, run Iranian elections with no substantial international observation.




"These elections, like the parliamentary elections, will be held in complete safety and health, with good competition and wide participation of all dear people," Vahidi said. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Raisi, a protege of Khamenei, won Iran's 2021 presidential election after the Guardian Council disqualified all of the candidates with the best chance to potentially challenge him. That vote saw the lowest turnout in Iran's history for a presidential election. This year's parliamentary vote saw an even-lower turnout amid widespread boycott calls. 
That likely was a sign of voters' discontent with both a hard-line cleric sanctioned by the U.S. in part over his involvement in mass executions in 1988, and Iran's Shiite theocracy over four decades after its 1979 Islamic Revolution. 

    


Who will run -- and potentially be accepted -- remains in question. The country's acting president, Mohammad Mokhber, a previously behind-the-scenes bureaucrat, could be a front-runner, because he's already been seen in meetings with Khamenei. Also discussed as possible aspirants are former hard-line President Mohammad Ahmadinejad and former reformist President Mohammad Khatami -- but whether they'd be allowed to run is another question. 
Among those registering Thursday was Saeed Jalili, a former Iranian nuclear negotiator who ran in 2013 and registered in 2021 before withdrawing to support Raisi.
"Today, we are in a historic opportunity," Jalili told journalists. "If we miss this, we will fall behind the path of progress."
The five-day registration period will close on Tuesday. The Guardian Council is expected to issue its final list of candidates within 10 days afterwards. That will allow for a shortened two-week campaign before the vote in late June.

    


The new president will take office while the country now enriches uranium at nearly weapons-grade levels and hampers international inspections. Iran has armed Russia in its war on Ukraine, as well as launched a drone and missile attack on Israel amid the war in Gaza. Tehran also has continued arming proxy groups in the Middle East, like Yemen's Houthi rebels and Lebanon's Hezbollah militia.
Meanwhile, Iran's economy has faced years of hardship over its collapsing rial currency. Widespread protests have swept the country, most recently over Amini's death following her arrest over allegedly not wearing her mandatory headscarf to the liking of authorities, A U.N. panel says the Iranian government is responsible for the "physical violence" that led to Amini's death. 
Raisi is just the second Iranian president to die in office. In 1981, a bomb blast killed President Mohammad Ali Rajai in the chaotic days after the Islamic Revolution.
___
Amir Vahdat contributed to this report from Tehran. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/iran-presidential-election-raisi-helicopter-crash-38421a7f0db72a0e3086a8c1b1db6f9f
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    [image: FILE - Erin Eloise Tulberg poses at home in the Brooklyn borough of New York on May 29, 2024, with her 9-year-old son. Tulberg set up a divorce registry after leaving her marriage with little more than her clothes and her books. (Erin Eloise Tulberg via AP)]
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[image: FILE - A couple exchanges wedding bands at City Hall in Philadelphia on Oct. 11, 2018. Divorce registries are part of a trend toward breaking the stigma of broken marriages, along with divorce parties and formal divorce announcements akin to wedding and marriage news. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)]
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[image: This Feb. 23, 2023, photo shows sisters Jenny Dreizen, left, and Olivia Dreizen Howell in Huntington, New York. The two co-founded Fresh Starts, a website that offers divorce registries. Such registries, akin to marriage and baby registries, help the newly divorced rebuild their lives. (Terrie Howard via AP)]
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[image: This May 15, 2024, photo shows Angela Ashurst-McGee at home in Mapleton, Utah. She used a divorce registry to replenish her household goods after her divorce was finalized in March. (Angela Ashurst-MdGee via AP)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Monogrammed towels. A toothbrush holder for four, rather than three. Shared bedding. For people putting a life back together after divorce, mundane household objects can be painful marital reminders.
Also difficult can be the absence of items that departed with the ex-spouse.
Olivia Howell knows all too well how it felt, going through her own divorce in 2019 after eight years of marriage and two kids. Her husband decamped with his stuff and she donated other items that triggered unwelcome emotions to a thrift shop.
"What was left in the house was almost nothing," she said.
Howell then got busy replenishing, and trying to make the experience better for others through Fresh Starts. It's a gift registry specifically for rebuilding after divorce that's also packed with vetted experts if needed and other resources.
Divorce registries are part of a trend toward breaking the stigma of broken marriages, along with divorce parties and formal divorce announcements akin to wedding and marriage news.

    


Howell built Fresh Starts from the ground up with her sister, Jenny Dreizen, who found herself in a similar situation after the end of a long-term relationship. Nearly three years after launch, it remains a rare support resource offering divorce-specific registries for those starting over, and for loved ones who may struggle to find the right words and ways to reach out.





    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I thought, you know, I had a baby registry and I had a wedding registry. This is when I actually need things to restock my life. I need the community support. I need new towels. I need new sheets, I need new utensils," the 39-year-old Howell said.
Today, Fresh Starts has between 50,000 and 70,000 monthly visitors. The sisters also host a podcast, "A Fresh Story," featuring guests discussing how they began again after divorce or navigated other huge life changes.

    


Erin Eloise Tulberg, a yoga teacher, actor and dancer in Brooklyn, has not yet finalized her divorce as she works out custody arrangements for her 9-year-old son. She started using Fresh Starts last summer at the suggestion of a friend.
"There was an immediate need for me to get my own apartment. I was moving into a place with absolutely nothing. I had no furniture. I had no kitchenware. I had my clothes and my books," said Tulberg, 37.
The situation, she said, was "kind of scary." Originally from Washington state, her closest family and friends are scattered around the country.
"It was a great way to have my friends rally behind me," Tulberg said of her registry.
Flowers, bottles of wine, and a pile of "I'm sorrys" or "congratulations," depending, are often how divorce news plays out. Those looking to support their friends or relatives don't often think about the need for a lamp or new sheets, Howell said.
They may also not understand the emotional impact that simple objects can take on. New household goods at a time of rupture and despair can draw community closer and become totems, a rebirth of sorts, said Leslie Jamison, a Brooklyn novelist and essayist whose latest book, "Splinters," is a personal exploration of her own divorce.

    


"Part of it is a kind of faith and hope and trust that a new version of one's life, household, family not only is possible but can be filled with beauty," she said.
Howell, among the first of her friends to get divorced, had loved ones who checked in daily to make sure she was eating and sleeping. They sent Mother's Day gifts after her separation just ahead of the holiday. And they reassured her with standing offers to assist in any way.
But there was a lot they didn't immediately understand.
"Every time I would go into the bathroom, I would feel horrible because I would see a toothbrush holder for a life that I thought I was going to have. It made me feel so much shame and guilt, and all of those other feelings that come with divorce," Howell said.
One day, her sister showed up with a new one just for three.
"I still get emotional talking about it because it was really like, OK, this is happening. I'm going to be OK," Howell said.

    


For Tulberg, it was matching beds for her and her son. They share a studio apartment.
"Suddenly, I had things from all of my friends that are real and tangible and not ephemeral," she said. "I look at my plates and I know exactly who they're from. My friends say it feels good to be able to give something solid and real to us."
Many retail registries can be set up for a multitude of purposes, including divorce.
Fresh Starts uses Amazon. It suggests bundles of items ranging from $99 to $500. Among the bedroom, kitchen, home office and bathroom essentials are a shower curtain, a can opener, a bedside clock, a humidifier. The site also groups bundles by room, including child-size hangers and a night light that projects the stars for a young one's space.
Recipients can go the bundle route when choosing what to list, or they can pluck specific items from them. They can also select anything else on Amazon. Getting to the emotional place that allows someone newly separated to reach out for this kind of tangible help isn't always easy.

    


"It's about meeting people where they are," Howell said.
Divorce talk can be awkward. Fresh Starts offers text prompts covering how to introduce a registry to loved ones, along with suggestions for what friends and relatives can say.
Howell doesn't describe divorce registries as "gift registries" but rather "support registries." Some of her users create registries for other reasons, too. 
Not everyone is on board with the idea. Howell hears from a lot of haters.
"There are some people that are very against it because they feel like divorce shouldn't be celebrated. We're saying that divorce is a brave decision and that you should be honored for that brave decision and supported," she said.
Angela Ashurst-McGee, 52, finalized her divorce in March after six kids and 32 years of marriage. She and her husband took turns choosing what they wanted in their 3,000-square-foot house about an hour south of Salt Lake City. She, too, heard about registries from a friend.
"So it was like, I want the sofa in the living room, I want the sofa in the sunroom, I want the hedge trimmer. I want the drill, you know, down to the waffle maker," she said. "Just on a practical level, I needed to replace various things. And also, I felt like this is a big life event that I think we should kind of rally around and celebrate."
One of her sisters set up her registry on Amazon, without using Fresh Starts. Ashurst-McGee chose a few just-for-fun things among her essentials, including twinkle lights for her backyard patio. 
"Everybody who reached out said, I think this is a great idea, or I've suggested this to some other people I know. It's hard to know what to do for somebody who's getting divorced other than saying, you know, bummer. So it was kind of something concrete that people could do," she said. 
Concrete, she said, and positive.
"I think one fear people have is in regards to taking sides," she said. "And this is something you can do without taking sides. It's forward-looking. It's not denigrating the other person. It's not blaming anyone. It's just practical support."
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At 100, this vet says the 'greatest generation' moniker fits 'because we saved the world'

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Andy Negra Jr. proudly lays claim to being among the last of what is known as "The Greatest Generation." (AP Video: Sharon Johnson)
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    [image: World War II veteran Andy Negra sits in his home in Helen, Ga, on April 10, 2024. He shows a photo of himself during his time with the Army's 128th Armored Field Artillery Battalion, 6th Armored Division. (AP Photo/Sharon Johnson)]
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                                        HELEN, Ga. (AP) -- A profile of Andrew "Andy" Negra Jr., of Helen, Georgia, one of a dwindling number of veterans took part in the Allies' European war effort that led to the defeat of Nazi Germany. 
BORN: May 28, 1924, near Avella, Pennsylvania.
SERVICE: Army's 128th Armored Field Artillery Battalion, 6th Armored Division. Landed on Utah Beach in Normandy on July 18, 1944. Fought in the battle of Brest among other battles. Later served in the Occupation of Germany. He was honorably discharged on Dec. 17, 1945.
"BECAUSE WE SAVED THE WORLD"
It was 1943, and Andrew "Andy" Negra Jr. had just finished high school. He was thinking of attending the University of Pittsburgh. "But Uncle Sam had that finger pointed at me. 'I need you.' And, I was drafted."
The third of four children born to immigrants from Austria-Hungary, Negra expressed no qualms about entering the service. "There was a war going on, so I went along with everybody else. I just went into the service with an open mind."

    


Now, he proudly lays claim to being part of "The Greatest Generation."
"Because we saved the world," he said.
He has made the trip back to France before but says his return this year for the 80th anniversary of D-Day is special for the people of Europe, and for himself.




"I'm talking about the United Kingdom, France, Germany, Luxembourg, Belgium. All of them are coming to this and there'll be 35 different countries," he told The Associated Press ahead of his trip. "So it's going to be a pretty big event. And at the same time, I'm saying to myself, they're going to celebrate my birthday," said Negra, who turned 100 on May 28. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

He considers himself lucky to have survived uninjured. "I saw a lot of bad things. A lot of death," he said.
But he also recounts meeting his wife at a dance while he was deployed there. "Second song they played was "People Will Say We're in Love." And I told her, I said -- at that time, I'm 19 -- I told her, I said, this is going to be our song for the rest of our lives. And I only knew her ten minutes."

    


As the D-Day anniversary approached Negra was making plans to visit the scene of one of his life's most harrowing moments. He recalled being on the road with the 6th Armored Division, part of a push to retake the French port city of Brest, when his column was strafed by five German planes. He scrambled out of his half-track and hid behind a well.
"These five airplanes all dove for that well," Negra recalled. "And I was behind that well. So, when they strafed, fortunately it was a brick one, and solid."
His plans for his return to France include revisiting the scene. "They say the well's not there, but the location is there. So, if possible, we're going to we're going to go see that."
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14 pro-democracy activists convicted, 2 acquitted in Hong Kong's biggest national security case
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    [image: Lawrence Lau, a former pro-democracy district councilor, arrives at the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong, Thursday, May 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)]
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[image: Helena Wong, a former pro-democracy lawmaker, arrives at the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong, Thursday, May 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)]
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[image: Raymond Chan, a former pro-democracy lawmaker, arrives at the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong, Thursday, May 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)]
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[image: Lee Yue-shun, a former pro-democracy district councilor, arrives at the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong, Thursday, May 30, 2024, ahead of verdicts in national security case. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)]
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[image: Members of League of Social Democrats hold banner outside the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong, Thursday, May 30, 2024, ahead of verdicts in national security case. The banner reads "Exercising Constitutional rights is not a crime." (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)]
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[image: Sze Tak-loy, right, a former pro-democracy district councilor, arrives at the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong, Thursday, May 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)]
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[image: Michael Pang, a former pro-democracy district councilor, arrives at the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong, Thursday, May 30, 2024, ahead of verdicts in national security case. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)]
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[image: Police officers stand guard outside the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong, Thursday, May 30, 2024. The Hong Kong court on Thursday convicted 14 pro-democracy activists in the city's biggest national security case under a law imposed by Beijing that has all but wiped out public dissent. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)]
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[image: A Correctional Services Department vehicle arrives at the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong, Thursday, May 30, 2024. The Hong Kong court on Thursday convicted 14 pro-democracy activists in the city's biggest national security case under a law imposed by Beijing that has all but wiped out public dissent. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)]
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[image: People stand in line outside the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong, Thursday, May 30, 2024, ahead of verdicts in national security case. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)]
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[image: People stand in line outside the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong, Thursday, May 30, 2024, ahead of verdicts in national security case. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)]
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[image: Representatives from various consulate wait outside the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong, Thursday, May 30, 2024, ahead of verdicts in national security case. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)]
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[image: Lee Yue-shun, a former pro-democracy district councilor, leaves the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong, Thursday, May 30, 2024. A Hong Kong court Thursday convicted 14 pro-democracy activists in the city's biggest national security case under a law imposed by Beijing that has all but wiped out public dissent. Those found guilty included former lawmakers Leung Kwok-hung, Lam Cheuk-ting, Helena Wong and Raymond Chan. But the three judges approved by the government to oversee the case acquitted former district councilors Lee and Lawrence Lau. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)]
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[image: Lee Yue-shun, a former pro-democracy district councilor, leaves the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong, Thursday, May 30, 2024. A Hong Kong court Thursday convicted 14 pro-democracy activists in the city's biggest national security case under a law imposed by Beijing that has all but wiped out public dissent. Those found guilty included former lawmakers Leung Kwok-hung, Lam Cheuk-ting, Helena Wong and Raymond Chan. But the three judges approved by the government to oversee the case acquitted former district councilors Lee and Lawrence Lau. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)]
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[image: Lawrence Lau, a former pro-democracy district councilor, arrives at the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong, Thursday, May 30, 2024, ahead of verdicts in national security case. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)]
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[image: Helena Wong, a former pro-democracy lawmaker, arrives at the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong, Thursday, May 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)]
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Helena Wong, a former pro-democracy lawmaker, arrives at the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong, Thursday, May 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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[image: Raymond Chan, a former pro-democracy lawmaker, arrives at the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong, Thursday, May 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)]
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[image: Lee Yue-shun, a former pro-democracy district councilor, arrives at the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong, Thursday, May 30, 2024, ahead of verdicts in national security case. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)]
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[image: Members of League of Social Democrats hold banner outside the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong, Thursday, May 30, 2024, ahead of verdicts in national security case. The banner reads "Exercising Constitutional rights is not a crime." (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)]
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[image: Sze Tak-loy, right, a former pro-democracy district councilor, arrives at the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong, Thursday, May 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)]
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Sze Tak-loy, right, a former pro-democracy district councilor, arrives at the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong, Thursday, May 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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[image: Michael Pang, a former pro-democracy district councilor, arrives at the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong, Thursday, May 30, 2024, ahead of verdicts in national security case. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)]
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Michael Pang, a former pro-democracy district councilor, arrives at the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong, Thursday, May 30, 2024, ahead of verdicts in national security case. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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[image: Police officers stand guard outside the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong, Thursday, May 30, 2024. The Hong Kong court on Thursday convicted 14 pro-democracy activists in the city's biggest national security case under a law imposed by Beijing that has all but wiped out public dissent. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)]
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Police officers stand guard outside the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong, Thursday, May 30, 2024. The Hong Kong court on Thursday convicted 14 pro-democracy activists in the city's biggest national security case under a law imposed by Beijing that has all but wiped out public dissent. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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[image: A Correctional Services Department vehicle arrives at the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong, Thursday, May 30, 2024. The Hong Kong court on Thursday convicted 14 pro-democracy activists in the city's biggest national security case under a law imposed by Beijing that has all but wiped out public dissent. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)]
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[image: People stand in line outside the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong, Thursday, May 30, 2024, ahead of verdicts in national security case. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)]
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People stand in line outside the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong, Thursday, May 30, 2024, ahead of verdicts in national security case. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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[image: People stand in line outside the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong, Thursday, May 30, 2024, ahead of verdicts in national security case. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 15 | People stand in line outside the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong, Thursday, May 30, 2024, ahead of verdicts in national security case. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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People stand in line outside the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong, Thursday, May 30, 2024, ahead of verdicts in national security case. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Representatives from various consulate wait outside the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong, Thursday, May 30, 2024, ahead of verdicts in national security case. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 15 | Representatives from various consulate wait outside the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong, Thursday, May 30, 2024, ahead of verdicts in national security case. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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Representatives from various consulate wait outside the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong, Thursday, May 30, 2024, ahead of verdicts in national security case. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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[image: Lee Yue-shun, a former pro-democracy district councilor, leaves the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong, Thursday, May 30, 2024. A Hong Kong court Thursday convicted 14 pro-democracy activists in the city's biggest national security case under a law imposed by Beijing that has all but wiped out public dissent. Those found guilty included former lawmakers Leung Kwok-hung, Lam Cheuk-ting, Helena Wong and Raymond Chan. But the three judges approved by the government to oversee the case acquitted former district councilors Lee and Lawrence Lau. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)]
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    13 of 15
Lee Yue-shun, a former pro-democracy district councilor, leaves the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong, Thursday, May 30, 2024. A Hong Kong court Thursday convicted 14 pro-democracy activists in the city's biggest national security case under a law imposed by Beijing that has all but wiped out public dissent. Those found guilty included former lawmakers Leung Kwok-hung, Lam Cheuk-ting, Helena Wong and Raymond Chan. But the three judges approved by the government to oversee the case acquitted former district councilors Lee and Lawrence Lau. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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[image: Lee Yue-shun, a former pro-democracy district councilor, leaves the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong, Thursday, May 30, 2024. A Hong Kong court Thursday convicted 14 pro-democracy activists in the city's biggest national security case under a law imposed by Beijing that has all but wiped out public dissent. Those found guilty included former lawmakers Leung Kwok-hung, Lam Cheuk-ting, Helena Wong and Raymond Chan. But the three judges approved by the government to oversee the case acquitted former district councilors Lee and Lawrence Lau. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 15 | Lee Yue-shun, a former pro-democracy district councilor, leaves the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong, Thursday, May 30, 2024. A Hong Kong court Thursday convicted 14 pro-democracy activists in the city's biggest national security case under a law imposed by Beijing that has all but wiped out public dissent. Those found guilty included former lawmakers Leung Kwok-hung, Lam Cheuk-ting, Helena Wong and Raymond Chan. But the three judges approved by the government to oversee the case acquitted former district councilors Lee and Lawrence Lau. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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Lee Yue-shun, a former pro-democracy district councilor, leaves the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong, Thursday, May 30, 2024. A Hong Kong court Thursday convicted 14 pro-democracy activists in the city's biggest national security case under a law imposed by Beijing that has all but wiped out public dissent. Those found guilty included former lawmakers Leung Kwok-hung, Lam Cheuk-ting, Helena Wong and Raymond Chan. But the three judges approved by the government to oversee the case acquitted former district councilors Lee and Lawrence Lau. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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[image: Lawrence Lau, a former pro-democracy district councilor, arrives at the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong, Thursday, May 30, 2024, ahead of verdicts in national security case. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 15 | Lawrence Lau, a former pro-democracy district councilor, arrives at the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong, Thursday, May 30, 2024, ahead of verdicts in national security case. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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Lawrence Lau, a former pro-democracy district councilor, arrives at the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong, Thursday, May 30, 2024, ahead of verdicts in national security case. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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                                        HONG KONG (AP) -- Fourteen pro-democracy activists were convicted in Hong Kong's biggest national security case on Thursday by a court that said their plan to effect change through an unofficial primary election would have undermined the government's authority and created a constitutional crisis.
After a 2019 protest movement that filled the city's streets with demonstrators, authorities have all but silenced dissent in Hong Kong through reduced public choice in elections, crackdowns on media and the Beijing-imposed security law under which the activists were convicted.
Those found guilty of conspiracy to commit subversion included former lawmakers Leung Kwok-hung, Lam Cheuk-ting, Helena Wong and Raymond Chan, and they could face up to life in prison when sentenced later. The two defendants acquitted were former district councilors Lee Yue-shun and Lawrence Lau. But the prosecution said it intends to appeal against the acquittals.

    


The activists were among 47 democracy advocates who were prosecuted in 2021 for their involvement in the primary. Prosecutors had accused them of attempting to paralyze Hong Kong's government and topple the city's leader by securing the legislative majority necessary to indiscriminately veto budgets. 




In a summary of the verdict distributed to media, the court said the election participants had declared they would use their legislative power to veto the budgets. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Under the city's mini-constitution, the chief executive can dissolve the legislature if a budget cannot be passed but the leader would have to step down if the budget is again vetoed in the next legislature.
In the full, 319-page verdict, the judges approved by the government to oversee the case also said if the plan to veto bills would lead to the dissolution of the legislature, it meant "the implementation of any new government policies would be seriously hampered and essentially put to a halt."

    


"The power and authority of both the Government and the Chief Executive would be greatly undermined," the court said in the verdict. "In our view ... that would create a constitutional crisis for Hong Kong."
As the hearing concluded, some of the convicted defendants waved at their families as they left the courtroom.
The court acquitted Lau after it found he had not mentioned vetoing the budget in his election campaign and the court was unable to conclude he had intended to subvert state power.
Lee, the other defendant found not guilty, thanked the public for caring about the case over the past few years. "I feel calm, as I have always been," he said.
Lee, like Lau, was acquitted after the court found no evidence he mentioned vetoing in an election forum, nor had he personally expressed his stance on using veto power to force the government to accede to the 2019 protest demands.
While Lee had adopted a similar political platform as other party members in the now-defunct Civic Party, the court took into account that he was a latecomer to the party's campaign for the primary and that he would have had little choice but to adopt the platform used by others. Thus, the court said it could not be sure he had intended to subvert state power.

    


The two will be kept on bail pending appeal, the court said. A mitigation hearing has been tentatively scheduled for June 25.
Observers said the subversion case illustrated how the security law is being used to crush the political opposition following huge anti-government protests in 2019. It also showed that Beijing's promise to retain the former British colony's Western-style civil liberties for 50 years when it returned to China in 1997 was becoming increasingly threadbare, they said. 
But the Beijing and Hong Kong governments insisted the law has helped bring back stability to the city and that judicial independence was being protected. After the verdicts, Beijing voiced its support for the work of the city's judicial and law enforcement officials, despite concerns from the West.
The 47 activists charged included legal scholar Benny Tai, former student leader Joshua Wong and a dozen former lawmakers including Leung and Claudia Mo. 

    


Thirty-one of them, including Tai, Wong and Mo, pleaded guilty. They have a better chance at shorter jail terms and will be sentenced at a later date.
Before the court hearing began on Thursday, four members of pro-democracy party League of Social Democrats, including Leung's wife Chan Po-ying, were arrested outside the court building. They were initially planning to stage a tiny protest to voice support for the activists. Without identifying them, police said they were arrested on suspicion of disorderly conduct in a public place.
Diplomats from the United States, Australia and Britain, along with dozens of residents had waited outside the police-guarded court building to secure seats to hear the verdicts. Rights groups and several foreign governments later criticized the court's decision.

    


Social worker Stanley Chang, a friend of one of the 16 defendants who pleaded not guilty, said he arrived the site at 4 a.m. because he feared he could not get a seat. Chang said that he wanted to be there to show his support for the defendants.
The unofficial primary in June 2020 was meant to shortlist pro-democracy candidates who would then run in the official election. It drew an unexpectedly high turnout of 610,000 voters, over 13% of the city's registered electorate. 
The pro-democracy camp at that time hoped they could secure a legislative majority, which would allow them to press for the 2019 protest demands, including greater police accountability and democratic elections for the city leader. 
But the government postponed the legislative election that would have followed the primary, citing public health risks during the coronavirus pandemic. The electoral laws were later overhauled, effectively increasing the number of pro-Beijing lawmakers in the legislature.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/hong-kong-security-law-verdict-5b8e7ac1100342db642040985bc417b2
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Israel says it's taken control of key area of Gaza's border with Egypt awash in smuggling tunnels

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Israel's military said Wednesday it has seized control of the entire length of Gaza's border with Egypt, without elaborating. Capturing the strategic Philadelphi corridor signals that Israel has deepened its offensive in southern Gaza, AP explains.
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            Israel's military said it has seized control of the Philadelphi corridor, AP explains

        
        
            Israel's military said Wednesday it has seized control of the entire length of Gaza's border with Egypt, without elaborating. Capturing the strategic Philadelphi corridor signals that Israel has deepened its offensive in southern Gaza, AP explains.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Israel's military said it has seized control of the Philadelphi corridor, AP explains
Israel's military said Wednesday it has seized control of the entire length of Gaza's border with Egypt, without elaborating. Capturing the strategic Philadelphi corridor signals that Israel has deepened its offensive in southern Gaza, AP explains.
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            Thousands of Palestinians leave Rafah area as Israel deepens offensive

        
        
            People fleeing the southern city of Rafah arrived in Khan Younis on Wednesday. Israel has deepened its offensive in Rafah with the country's military saying Wednesday it had seized control of a strategic corridor that runs along the length of Gaza's border with Egypt. (AP video shot by Mohammad Jahjouh/Production by Wafaa Shurafa)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Thousands of Palestinians leave Rafah area as Israel deepens offensive
People fleeing the southern city of Rafah arrived in Khan Younis on Wednesday. Israel has deepened its offensive in Rafah with the country's military saying Wednesday it had seized control of a strategic corridor that runs along the length of Gaza's border with Egypt. (AP video shot by Mohammad Jahjouh/Production by Wafaa Shurafa)
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    [image: Israeli soldiers work on a tank near the Israeli-Gaza border, in southern Israel, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 8 | Israeli soldiers work on a tank near the Israeli-Gaza border, in southern Israel, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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Israeli soldiers work on a tank near the Israeli-Gaza border, in southern Israel, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Israeli soldiers drive a tank near the Israeli-Gaza border, in southern Israel, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 8 | Israeli soldiers drive a tank near the Israeli-Gaza border, in southern Israel, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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Israeli soldiers drive a tank near the Israeli-Gaza border, in southern Israel, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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[image: This Satellite image provided by Maxar Technologies shows the view of remaining section of the temporary pier on Wednesday, May 29, 2024 off Gaza. (Maxar Technologies via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 8 | This Satellite image provided by Maxar Technologies shows the view of remaining section of the temporary pier on Wednesday, May 29, 2024 off Gaza. (Maxar Technologies via AP)
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This Satellite image provided by Maxar Technologies shows the view of remaining section of the temporary pier on Wednesday, May 29, 2024 off Gaza. (Maxar Technologies via AP)
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[image: This Satellite image provided by Maxar Technologies shows a closer view of remaining section of the temporary pier on Wednesday, May 29, 2024 off Gaza. (Maxar Technologies via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 8 | This Satellite image provided by Maxar Technologies shows a closer view of remaining section of the temporary pier on Wednesday, May 29, 2024 off Gaza. (Maxar Technologies via AP)
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This Satellite image provided by Maxar Technologies shows a closer view of remaining section of the temporary pier on Wednesday, May 29, 2024 off Gaza. (Maxar Technologies via AP)
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[image: Israeli soldiers drive an APC near the Israeli-Gaza border, as seen from southern Israel, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 8 | Israeli soldiers drive an APC near the Israeli-Gaza border, as seen from southern Israel, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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Israeli soldiers drive an APC near the Israeli-Gaza border, as seen from southern Israel, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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[image: This combination of satellite images released by Maxar Technologies shows the before and after views, on May 26, 2024, top, and May 29, 2024, bottom, of southern Gaza and Rafah that spotlight the aftermath of the recent airstrike near the large tent camp and a UN Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) facility. (Satellite image (c)2024 Maxar Technologies via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 8 | This combination of satellite images released by Maxar Technologies shows the before and after views, on May 26, 2024, top, and May 29, 2024, bottom, of southern Gaza and Rafah that spotlight the aftermath of the recent airstrike near the large tent camp and a UN Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) facility. (Satellite image (c)2024 Maxar Technologies via AP)
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This combination of satellite images released by Maxar Technologies shows the before and after views, on May 26, 2024, top, and May 29, 2024, bottom, of southern Gaza and Rafah that spotlight the aftermath of the recent airstrike near the large tent camp and a UN Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) facility. (Satellite image (c)2024 Maxar Technologies via AP)
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[image: This combination of satellite images released by Maxar Technologies shows the before and after views, on May 26, 2024, top, and May 29, 2024, bottom, shows the recent increase in aid deliveries and supplies being brought to the Kerem Shalom border crossing area. (Satellite image (c)2024 Maxar Technologies via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 8 | This combination of satellite images released by Maxar Technologies shows the before and after views, on May 26, 2024, top, and May 29, 2024, bottom, shows the recent increase in aid deliveries and supplies being brought to the Kerem Shalom border crossing area. (Satellite image (c)2024 Maxar Technologies via AP)
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This combination of satellite images released by Maxar Technologies shows the before and after views, on May 26, 2024, top, and May 29, 2024, bottom, shows the recent increase in aid deliveries and supplies being brought to the Kerem Shalom border crossing area. (Satellite image (c)2024 Maxar Technologies via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This combination of satellite images released by Maxar Technologies shows the before and after views, on May 26, 2024, top, and May 29, 2024, bottom, of southern Gaza and Rafah that spotlight the aftermath of the recent airstrike near the large tent camp and a UN Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) facility. (Satellite image (c)2024 Maxar Technologies via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 8 | This combination of satellite images released by Maxar Technologies shows the before and after views, on May 26, 2024, top, and May 29, 2024, bottom, of southern Gaza and Rafah that spotlight the aftermath of the recent airstrike near the large tent camp and a UN Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) facility. (Satellite image (c)2024 Maxar Technologies via AP)
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This combination of satellite images released by Maxar Technologies shows the before and after views, on May 26, 2024, top, and May 29, 2024, bottom, of southern Gaza and Rafah that spotlight the aftermath of the recent airstrike near the large tent camp and a UN Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) facility. (Satellite image (c)2024 Maxar Technologies via AP)
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                                        JERUSALEM (AP) -- Israel's military said Wednesday it seized control of a strategic corridor along Gaza's border with Egypt to cut off smuggling tunnels as it tries to destroy the militant Hamas group in a war now in its eighth month.
The capture of the Philadelphi Corridor could complicate Israel's relations with Egypt, which has complained about Israel's advance toward its border. Israel says the corridor is awash in tunnels that have funneled weapons and other goods for Hamas -- despite a yearslong blockade imposed by Israel and Egypt.
Israel also deepened its incursion into the southern Gaza city of Rafah, where hundreds of thousands have been seeking shelter from fighting, and where intensifying violence in recent days has killed dozens of Palestinians. The military said that a fifth brigade -- up to several thousand soldiers -- joined troops operating in the city on Tuesday.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


    


Egypt says any increase in troops in the strategic border area would violate the countries' 1979 peace accord. It already has complained about Israel taking over the Rafah border crossing, the only crossing between Gaza and Egypt. 




"The Philadelphi Corridor served as the oxygen line of Hamas through which Hamas carried out weapons smuggling into Gaza on a regular basis," said Israel's military chief spokesperson, Rear Adm. Daniel Hagari. 
An Israeli military official said Israel had notified Egypt of the takeover. Some 20 tunnels, including some previously unknown to Israel, were found, as well as 82 access points to the tunnels, said the official, speaking on condition of anonymity in line with military regulations. It was not clear if the tunnels were currently in use.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The corridor is part of a larger demilitarized zone along the entire Israel-Egypt border. Under the peace accord, each side is allowed to deploy only a small number of troops or border guards in the zone, though those numbers can be modified by mutual agreement. At the time of the accord, Israeli troops controlled Gaza, until Israel withdrew its forces and settlers in 2005.

    


Egypt's state-run Al-Qahera News TV reported there were "no communications with the Israeli side" on the allegations of finding tunnels on the border. Egypt has repeatedly expressed concerns that the Israeli offensive could push Palestinians across the border -- a scenario Egypt says is unacceptable.
The narrow corridor -- about 100 meters (yards) wide in parts -- runs the 14-kilometer (8.6-mile) length of the Gaza side of the border with Egypt and includes the Rafah crossing into Egypt.
Hamas has had free rein of the border since its 2007 takeover of Gaza.
Smuggling tunnels were dug under the Gaza-Egypt border to get around the Israeli-Egyptian blockade, imposed after Hamas took over. Some of the tunnels were large enough for vehicles. Hamas brought in weapons and supplies, and Gaza residents smuggled in commercial goods, from livestock to construction materials.
That changed over the past decade, as Egypt battled Islamic militants in Sinai. The Egyptian military cracked down on the tunnels and destroyed hundreds of them.

    


The Israeli military official said Israel has also taken "tactical control" of Tel al-Sultan, a neighborhood on Rafah's northwest edge. But he said the incursion into the city remains a "limited scope and scale operation." 
White House national security spokesman John Kirby said seizure of the Philadelphi Corridor would be consistent with the "limited" ground operation Israeli officials briefed President Joe Biden's team on for the city of Rafah.
"When they briefed us on their plans for Rafah it did include moving along that corridor and out of the city proper to put pressure on Hamas in the city," Kirby told reporters Wednesday.
Meanwhile, deadly violence continued. The Gaza Health Ministry said an apparent Israeli strike killed two ambulance crew members on their way to evacuate casualties in Tel al-Sultan.
Earlier Wednesday, a top Israeli official said the war was likely to last through the end of the year -- a grim prediction for a conflict that has killed tens of thousands, deepened Israel's global isolation and brought the region to the brink of a wider conflagration.

    


Israel's national security adviser, Tzachi Hanegbi, told Kan public radio he was "expecting another seven months of fighting" to destroy the military and governing capabilities of Hamas and the smaller Islamic Jihad militant group.
The army has said from the start the "war will be long," he said. "They have designated 2024 as a year of war."
Hanegbi's remarks raise questions about the future of Gaza and what role Israel will play in it. The United States, Israel's top ally, has demanded that Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu decide on a postwar vision for the Palestinian territory. Netanyahu's defense minister and a top governing partner have warned he must take steps to ensure that Israel isn't bogged down in Gaza indefinitely. 

    


The war has already devastated Gaza's urban landscape, displaced most of its population and sparked a humanitarian catastrophe and widespread hunger. It has opened Israel up to international legal scrutiny, with world courts faulting it over its wartime conduct, sparked disagreements with the White House, and on Tuesday prompted three European nations to formally recognize a Palestinian state.
Israel says it must dismantle Hamas' last remaining battalions in Rafah and will seek indefinite security control over the Gaza Strip, even after the war ends. Still, it has yet to achieve its main goals of dismantling Hamas and returning scores of hostages captured in Hamas' Oct. 7 attack that triggered the war.
Beyond Rafah, Israeli forces were still battling militants in parts of Gaza the military said it wrested control of months ago -- potential signs of a low-level insurgency that could keep Israeli troops engaged in the territory. 
The fighting in Rafah has displaced 1 million people, the United Nations says, most of whom were already displaced from other parts of Gaza. 
Residents said fighting was underway in the city center and on the outskirts of Tel al-Sultan, the same neighborhood where an Israeli strike over the weekend ignited a fire that swept through an encampment for displaced people, killing dozens. Israel said it was investigating and the blaze may have been caused by a secondary explosion.
A floating pier built by the U.S. to surge aid into the territory was damaged in bad weather, another setback to efforts to bring food to starving Palestinians. Gaza's land crossings are now entirely controlled by Israel. 
The U.S. and other allies have warned against a full-fledged offensive in Rafah, with the Biden administration saying this would cross a "red line" and refusing to provide offensive arms for such an undertaking. But so far, it hasn't tried to stop Israel's advances.
Last week, the International Court of Justice ordered Israel to halt its Rafah offensive as part of South Africa's case accusing Israel of committing genocide against the Palestinians in Gaza, a charge Israel denies. 
The war began when militants burst into southern Israel on Oct. 7, killing some 1,200 people, most of them civilians, and taking around 250 hostages. More than 100 were released during a November cease-fire in exchange for Palestinians imprisoned by Israel.
Israel's offensive in response to the attack has killed at least 36,096 Palestinians, according to Gaza's Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between fighters and civilians. Israel says it has killed 15,000 militants.
___
Shurafa reported from Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, and Magdy from Cairo. AP reporter Zeke Miller in Washington contributed to this report.
___
Follow AP's coverage of the war at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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The US-built pier in Gaza broke apart. Here's how we got here and what might be next

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The U.S.-built temporary pier that has been taking humanitarian aid to starving Palestinians for less than two weeks will be removed from the coast of Gaza to be repaired after getting damaged in rough seas and weather, the Pentagon said Tuesday.
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    [image: These images released by Maxar Technologies show the newly completed pier in the Gaza Strip on May 18, 2024, top, and the remaining section of the temporary pier on May 29, 2024. A string of security, logistical and weather problems have battered the plan to deliver desperately needed humanitarian aid to Gaza through a U.S. military-built pier. Broken apart by strong winds and heavy seas just over a week after it became operational, the project faces criticism that it hasn't lived up to its initial billing or its $320 million price tag. (Satellite images (c)2024 Maxar Technologies via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 2 | These images released by Maxar Technologies show the newly completed pier in the Gaza Strip on May 18, 2024, top, and the remaining section of the temporary pier on May 29, 2024. A string of security, logistical and weather problems have battered the plan to deliver desperately needed humanitarian aid to Gaza through a U.S. military-built pier. Broken apart by strong winds and heavy seas just over a week after it became operational, the project faces criticism that it hasn't lived up to its initial billing or its $320 million price tag. (Satellite images (c)2024 Maxar Technologies via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 2
These images released by Maxar Technologies show the newly completed pier in the Gaza Strip on May 18, 2024, top, and the remaining section of the temporary pier on May 29, 2024. A string of security, logistical and weather problems have battered the plan to deliver desperately needed humanitarian aid to Gaza through a U.S. military-built pier. Broken apart by strong winds and heavy seas just over a week after it became operational, the project faces criticism that it hasn't lived up to its initial billing or its $320 million price tag. (Satellite images (c)2024 Maxar Technologies via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - This image provided by the U.S. Army shows trucks loaded with humanitarian aid from the United Arab Emirates and the United States Agency for International Development cross the Trident Pier before arriving on the beach on the Gaza Strip, May 17, 2024. A string of security, logistical and weather problems have battered the plan to deliver desperately needed humanitarian aid to Gaza through a U.S. military-built pier. Broken apart by strong winds and heavy seas just over a week after it became operational, critics complain that the project hasn't lived up to its initial billing or its $320 million price tag. (Staff Sgt. Malcolm Cohens-Ashley/U.S. Army via AP, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- A string of security, logistical and weather problems has battered the plan to deliver desperately needed humanitarian aid to Gaza through a U.S. military-built pier.
Broken apart by strong winds and heavy seas just over a week after it became operational, the project faces criticism that it hasn't lived up to its initial billing or its $320 million price tag.
U.S. officials say, however, that the steel causeway connected to the beach in Gaza and the floating pier are being repaired and reassembled at a port in southern Israel, then will be reinstalled and working again next week.
While early Pentagon estimates suggested the pier could deliver up to 150 truckloads of aid a day when in full operation, that has yet to happen. Bad weather has hampered progress getting aid into Gaza from the pier, while the Israeli offensive in the southern city of Rafah has made it difficult, if not impossible at times, to get aid into the region by land routes.

    


Aid groups have had mixed reactions -- both welcoming any amount of aid for starving Palestinians besieged by the nearly eight-month-old Israel-Hamas war and decrying the pier as a distraction that took pressure off Israel to open more border crossings, which are far more productive.
It's "a side-show," said Bob Kitchen, a top official of the International Rescue Committee. 
The Biden administration has said from the start that the pier wasn't meant to be a total solution and that any amount of aid helps.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Nobody said at the outset that it was going to be a panacea for all the humanitarian assistance problems that still exist in Gaza," national security spokesman John Kirby said Wednesday. "I think sometimes there's an expectation of the U.S. military -- because they're so good -- that everything that they touch is just going to turn to gold in an instant." 
"We knew going in that this was going to be tough stuff," he added. "And it has proven to be tough stuff."

    


Before the war, Gaza was getting about 500 truckloads of aid on average every day. The United States Agency for International Development says it needs a steady flow of 600 trucks a day to ease the struggle for food and bring people back from the brink of famine.
The aid brought through the pier was enough to feed thousands for a month, but U.N. data shows it barely made a dent in the overall need of Gaza's 2.3 million people. 
Here's a look at the timeline of the pier, the problems it faced and what may come next:
MARCH: ANNOUNCEMENT AND PREP
MARCH 7: President Joe Biden announces his plan for the U.S. military to build a pier during his State of the Union address. 
"Tonight, I'm directing the U.S. military to lead an emergency mission to establish a temporary pier in the Mediterranean on the coast of Gaza that can receive large shipments carrying food, water, medicine and temporary shelters," he said.
But even in those first few moments, he noted the pier would increase the amount of humanitarian aid getting into Gaza but that Israel "must do its part" and let more aid in.
MARCH 8: Maj. Gen. Pat Ryder, Pentagon spokesman, tells reporters it will take "up to 60 days" to deploy the forces and build the project.

    


MARCH 12: Four U.S. Army boats loaded with tons of equipment and steel pier segments leave Joint Base Langley-Eustis in Virginia and head to the Atlantic Ocean for what is expected to be a monthlong voyage to Gaza.
The brigade's commander, Army Col. Sam Miller, warns that the transit and construction will be heavily dependent on the weather and any high seas they encounter.
LATE MARCH: U.S. Army vessels hit high seas and rough weather as they cross the Atlantic, slowing their pace.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

APRIL: CONSTRUCTION AND HOPE
APRIL 1: Seven World Central Kitchen aid workers are killed in an Israeli airstrike as they travel in clearly marked vehicles on a delivery mission authorized by Israel. 
The strike fuels ongoing worries about security for relief workers and prompts aid agencies to pause delivery of humanitarian assistance in Gaza.
APRIL 19: U.S. officials confirm that the U.N. World Food Program has agreed to help deliver aid brought to Gaza via the maritime route once construction is done.

    


APRIL 25: Major construction of the port facility on the shore near Gaza City begins to take shape. The onshore site is where aid from the causeway will be delivered and given to aid agencies.
APRIL 30: Satellite photos show the U.S. Navy ship USNS Roy P. Benavidez and Army vessels working on assembling the pier and causeway about 11 kilometers (6.8 miles) from the port on shore. 
MAY: THE PIER OPENS ... THEN CLOSES 
MAY 9: The U.S. vessel Sagamore is the first ship loaded with aid to leave Cyprus and head toward Gaza and ultimately the pier. An elaborate security and inspection station has been built in Cyprus to screen the aid coming from a number of countries.
MAY 16: Well past the 60-day target time, the construction and assembly of the pier off the Gaza coast and the causeway attached to the shoreline are finished after more than a week of weather and other delays.

    


MAY 17: The first trucks carrying aid for the Gaza Strip roll down the newly built pier and into the secure area on shore, where they will be unloaded and the cargo distributed to aid agencies for delivery by truck into Gaza.
May 18: Crowds of desperate Palestinians overrun a convoy of aid trucks coming from the pier, stripping the cargo from 11 of the 16 vehicles before they reach a U.N. warehouse for distribution. 
May 19-20: The first food from the pier -- a limited number of high-nutrition biscuits -- reaches people in need in central Gaza, according to the World Food Program. 
Aid organizations suspend deliveries from the pier for two days while the U.S. works with Israel to open alternate land routes from the pier and improve security.
MAY 24: So far, a bit more than 1,000 metric tons of aid has been delivered to Gaza via the U.S.-built pier, and USAID later says all of it has been distributed within Gaza.
MAY 25: High winds and heavy seas damage the pier and cause four U.S. Army vessels operating there to become beached, injuring three service members, including one who is in critical condition. 
Two vessels went aground in Gaza near the base of the pier and two went aground near Ashkelon in Israel. 
MAY 28: Pentagon spokeswoman Sabrina Singh says large portions of the causeway are being pulled from the beach and moved to an Israeli port for repairs. The base of the causeway remains at the Gaza shore.
She also says that aid in Cyprus is being loaded onto vessels and will be ready to unload onto the pier once it is back in place.
MAY 29: Two of the Army vessels that ran aground in the bad weather are now back at sea and the other two near the pier are being freed, with the aid of the Israeli navy.




WHAT'S NEXT? 
In the coming days, the sections of the causeway will be put back together, and by the middle of next week will be moved back to the Gaza shore, where the causeway will once again be attached to the beach, the Pentagon says.
"When we are able to re-anchor the pier back in, you'll be able to see that aid flow off in a pretty steady stream," Singh said Tuesday. "We're going to continue to operate this temporary pier for as long as we can."
___
AP writer Ellen Knickmeyer in Washington contributed.
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Papua New Guinea landslide survivors slow to move to safer ground after hundreds buried

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Papua New Guinea's government has told the United Nations it thinks more than 2,000 people were buried in a landslide. Aid from Australia arrived in the country and was seen being placed into trucks.


                
                
    
    Photos
                    7
                


                
    
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: CORRECTS DATE - In this image taken from video, drone footage shows a landslide in Yambali village, in the Highlands of Papua New Guinea, Monday, May 27, 2024. Emergency responders say that up to 8,000 people might need to be evacuated as the mass of boulders, earth and splintered trees that crushed the village of Yambali in the nation's mountainous interior on Friday, May 24 becomes increasingly unstable. (Juho Valta/UNDP Papua New Guinea via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 7 | CORRECTS DATE - In this image taken from video, drone footage shows a landslide in Yambali village, in the Highlands of Papua New Guinea, Monday, May 27, 2024. Emergency responders say that up to 8,000 people might need to be evacuated as the mass of boulders, earth and splintered trees that crushed the village of Yambali in the nation's mountainous interior on Friday, May 24 becomes increasingly unstable. (Juho Valta/UNDP Papua New Guinea via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 7
CORRECTS DATE - In this image taken from video, drone footage shows a landslide in Yambali village, in the Highlands of Papua New Guinea, Monday, May 27, 2024. Emergency responders say that up to 8,000 people might need to be evacuated as the mass of boulders, earth and splintered trees that crushed the village of Yambali in the nation's mountainous interior on Friday, May 24 becomes increasingly unstable. (Juho Valta/UNDP Papua New Guinea via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: CORRECTS DATE - In this image taken from video, drone footage shows the landslide in Yambali village, in the Highlands of Papua New Guinea, Monday, May 27, , 2024. Emergency responders say that up to 8,000 people might need to be evacuated as the mass of boulders, earth and splintered trees that crushed the village of Yambali in the nation's mountainous interior on Friday, May 24 becomes increasingly unstable. (Juho Valta/UNDP Papua New Guinea via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 7 | CORRECTS DATE - In this image taken from video, drone footage shows the landslide in Yambali village, in the Highlands of Papua New Guinea, Monday, May 27, , 2024. Emergency responders say that up to 8,000 people might need to be evacuated as the mass of boulders, earth and splintered trees that crushed the village of Yambali in the nation's mountainous interior on Friday, May 24 becomes increasingly unstable. (Juho Valta/UNDP Papua New Guinea via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 7
CORRECTS DATE - In this image taken from video, drone footage shows the landslide in Yambali village, in the Highlands of Papua New Guinea, Monday, May 27, , 2024. Emergency responders say that up to 8,000 people might need to be evacuated as the mass of boulders, earth and splintered trees that crushed the village of Yambali in the nation's mountainous interior on Friday, May 24 becomes increasingly unstable. (Juho Valta/UNDP Papua New Guinea via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: CORRECTS DATE - In this image taken from video, drone footage shows landslide in Yambali village, in the Highlands of Papua New Guinea, Monday, May 27, 2024. Emergency responders say thousands of survivors might need to be evacuated as the mass of boulders, earth and splintered trees that crushed the village of Yambali in the nation's mountainous interior on Friday, May 24, becomes increasingly unstable. (Juho Valta/UNDP Papua New Guinea via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 7 | CORRECTS DATE - In this image taken from video, drone footage shows landslide in Yambali village, in the Highlands of Papua New Guinea, Monday, May 27, 2024. Emergency responders say thousands of survivors might need to be evacuated as the mass of boulders, earth and splintered trees that crushed the village of Yambali in the nation's mountainous interior on Friday, May 24, becomes increasingly unstable. (Juho Valta/UNDP Papua New Guinea via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 7
CORRECTS DATE - In this image taken from video, drone footage shows landslide in Yambali village, in the Highlands of Papua New Guinea, Monday, May 27, 2024. Emergency responders say thousands of survivors might need to be evacuated as the mass of boulders, earth and splintered trees that crushed the village of Yambali in the nation's mountainous interior on Friday, May 24, becomes increasingly unstable. (Juho Valta/UNDP Papua New Guinea via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A helicopter delivers aid from Australia at Wapenamanda Airport in the Highlands of Papua New Guinea, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. Emergency responders say that up to 8,000 people might need to be evacuated as the mass of boulders, earth and splintered trees that crushed the village of Yambali in the nation's mountainous interior on Friday, May 24, becomes increasingly unstable. (Juho Valta/UNDP Papua New Guinea via AP)]
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[image: Locals unload aid from Australia on it's arrival at Wapenamanda Airport in the Highlands of Papua New Guinea, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. Emergency responders say that up to 8,000 people might need to be evacuated as the mass of boulders, earth and splintered trees that crushed the village of Yambali in the nation's mountainous interior on Friday, May 24, becomes increasingly unstable. (Juho Valta/UNDP Papua New Guinea via AP)]
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[image: Australian High Commissioner in Papua New Guinea, John Feakes stands with a shipment of aid on it's arrival at Wapenamanda Airport in the Highlands of Papua New Guinea, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. Emergency responders say that up to 8,000 people might need to be evacuated as the mass of boulders, earth and splintered trees that crushed the village of Yambali in the nation's mountainous interior on Friday, May 24 becomes increasingly unstable. (Juho Valta/UNDP Papua New Guinea via AP)]
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                                        MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) -- Traumatized survivors of the massive landslide estimated to have buried hundreds in Papua New Guinea have been slow to move to safer ground as the South Pacific island nation's authorities prepare to use heavy machinery to clear debris and risk triggering another landslide, officials said Thursday.
Government and army geotechnical experts on Thursday were examining the stability of the massive swath of rubble that crushed Yambali village when a mountainside collapsed last week, Enga provincial administrator Sandis Tsaka said. Australian and New Zealand experts were expected to arrive on Friday.
Two excavators and a bulldozer were ready to start digging on one side of the mass of debris more than 150 meters (500 feet) wide while another excavator and a bulldozer were also ready on the other side, Tsaka said. Villagers have been digging with spades, farming tools and their bare hands since the disaster in search of survivors or bodies.

    


"It's still very active. We're getting rocks and debris still moving so it's been unsafe for our first responders and our emergency team," Tsaka told The Associated Press.




The United Nations estimated 670 villagers died in the disaster that immediately displaced 1,650 survivors. Papua New Guinea's government has told the United Nations it thinks more than 2,000 people were buried. Only six bodies have been retrieved.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A hospital in the provincial capital Wabag on Thursday reported 17 patients had been injured by the disaster, that struck at 3 a.m. while the village slept.
Authorities say that up to 8,000 people might need to be evacuated as the mass of boulders, earth and splintered trees that crushed Yambali becomes increasingly unstable and threatens to tumble further downhill. There is also a growing disease risk for those downhill from water streams buried beneath rubble and decomposing corpses that continue to seep from the debris.

    


Tsaka said only 700 people had agreed to evacuate on Wednesday.
"They're emotionally scarred and it's their home and they're reluctant to move, but we're encouraging them to move," Tsaka said. "The villages at risk have been put on alert to move as and when required."
There were also cultural sensitivities surrounding displaced people intruding upon someone else's land in a volatile province that is almost always dealing with tribal warfare, officials said.
"That's a challenge, but with a tragedy the communities and the surrounding villages have come in to help and they're taking care of the villagers who have been impacted," Tsaka said.
Chris Jensen, country director for the children-focused charity World Vision, said moving vulnerable villagers onto neighbors' land was likely a short-term option. 
"There's a concern that if you move people onto land that's not their land -- it's other people's land -- maybe in the short-term it could be OK, but in the long run, it's the sort of thing that could trigger challenges. It's a very sensitive issue," Jensen said.
But many from Yambali's surrounds are keen to relocate to somewhere safer, including Frida Yeahkal.

    


"The stones from the mountain still keep falling. The land, food gardens and houses have been destroyed, and we appeal to the government to help us relocate to a safe place, where we can settle," Yeahkal told U.N. Development Program officials when they visited the village on Wednesday.
"There is little food and water. We are hungry and asking for your help. We are not even sleeping at night. We are afraid that more of the mountain will slide down and it will kill us all," she said.
Authorities acknowledge there were many more people in the village than the almost 4,000 that official records suggest. But no one knows how many were present when the mountainside collapsed.
Tsaka said two of the six bodies recovered so far were visitors, which he said suggested many outsiders could be buried among locals.
The nearby Porgera Gold Mine has offered additional earth-moving equipment to the emergency response.
The mine's manager Karo Lelai confirmed the offer had been made, but could not say what equipment would be provided or when it would arrive.
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As Maduro shifts from migration denier to defender, Venezuelans consider leaving if he is reelected

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro greets young supporters marching against U.S. sanctions, in Caracas, Venezuela, May 17, 2024. As Maduro seeks a third term, he has slowly transformed into a defender for migrants, challenging news reports linking some to criminal activities and accusing immigration authorities in other countries of abusing Venezuelans. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos, File)]
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[image: FILE - Youths are showered with foam during a march against U.S. sanctions, which was eventually addressed by President Nicolas Maduro, in Caracas, Venezuela, May 17, 2024. Low wages were the only reason cited at the march by some high school students who acknowledged they are considering migrating later this year. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos, File)]
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[image: FILE - Venezuelan politician Diosdado Cabello greets supporters during an event marking the 10th anniversary of Hugo Chavez's death, in Caracas, Venezuela, March 15, 2023. Cabello once deemed images of his fellow citizens abandoning their home country the result of a professionally scripted, "Hollywood-type blockbuster." (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix, File)]
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[image: FILE - Migrants, mostly Venezuelans, walk across the Darien Gap from Colombia into Panama, hoping to reach the U.S., Oct. 15, 2022. President Nicolas Maduro publicly denied for years that millions of people were literally walking away from Venezuela. (AP Photo/Fernando Vergara, File)]
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[image: FILE - Venezuelan migrant Alejando Colmenares lines up with other migrants to take a boat in Bajo Chiquito, Darien province, Panama, Oct. 5, 2023. President Nicolas Maduro, who is working towards reelection, is promising job opportunities to lure Venezuelans to return or not leave. (AP Photo/Arnulfo Franco, File)]
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[image: FILE - A supporter holds up a banner with images of opposition leader Maria Corina Machado and presidential candidate Edmundo Gonzalez, during a campaign rally in Maracaibo, Venezuela, May 2, 2024. Venezuela's opposition is rallying behind the unknown former diplomat to challenge Nicolas Maduro in the July 28th presidential election. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos, File)]
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[image: FILE - Former diplomat Edmundo Gonzalez Urrutia flashes a V hand sign accompanied by opposition leader Mariana Corina Machado, as he kicks off his presidential campaign, in La Victoria, Venezuela, May 18, 2024. Gonzalez asked supporters to imagine "a country in which our airports and borders would be filled with our children returning home" should he win. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos, File)]
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[image: FILE - People wait in line to register to vote in the upcoming presidential elections, in Caracas, Venezuela, March 21, 2024. The election will take place July 28 - the birthday of the country's late leader Hugo Chavez. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos, File)]
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FILE - People wait in line to register to vote in the upcoming presidential elections, in Caracas, Venezuela, March 21, 2024. The election will take place July 28 - the birthday of the country's late leader Hugo Chavez. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos, File)
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[image: People march past a mural depicting the eyes of the late President Hugo Chavez, as they protest for higher retirement pensions, in Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. A nationwide poll conducted last month by the Venezuela-based research firm Delphos showed of those thinking about migrating, about 47% said an electoral win by the opposition would make them stay and roughly the same amount indicated that an improved economy would also keep them in their home country. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos)]
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[image: FILE - Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro, who is seeking to extend his presidency for six more years, greets supporters during a march by evangelical Christinas in defense of the original family model marking Family Day, in Caracas, Venezuela, May 15, 2024. Under Maduro's 11-year presidency, more than 7.7 million Venezuelans have abandoned their homeland. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos, File)]
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                                        SABANA DE MENDOZA, Venezuela (AP) -- One of the most influential politicians in Venezuela once deemed images of his fellow citizens abandoning their home country the result of a professionally scripted, "Hollywood-type blockbuster."

Migration, Diosdado Cabello said, was an issue conjured by a "media apparatus." Similarly, his boss, President Nicolas Maduro, denied for years, at least publicly, that millions of people were literally walking away from Venezuela.

Nothing, however, could have pushed them out of denial and into acceptance faster than the existential threat that their self-described socialist government is facing for the first time in years.

    



As Maduro works toward reelection with a divided, diminished and disappointed base, he has slowly transformed into a defender for migrants, challenging news reports linking some to criminal activities and accusing immigration authorities in other countries of abusing Venezuelans. 

Maduro, like the chief opposition coalition, is promising job opportunities to lure people to return or not leave. But unlike the opposition's proposals, his no longer ring true for many voters, and they have already made up their minds: If Maduro wins on July 28, they will become migrants.

"I love Venezuela. I would like to pursue a medical career here, but one must think about the future," said Arnaldo Benitez, 18. "I want my family to have a decent life and not be thinking 'I can't afford this or that.' So, I have to plan for a better future even if it unfortunately means leaving Venezuela."

Benitez, who finished high school last year, plans to move to Colombia, which has received the largest share of the more than 7.7 million Venezuelans who have migrated since their country came undone last decade. He said other people in his rural community of Torococo are also waiting for the election outcome to decide whether to leave, but a group of 20 thought it best not to wait and left in early May.

A nationwide poll conducted last month by the Venezuela-based research firm Delphos showed that roughly a fourth of people are thinking about migrating, primarily for economic reasons. Of those thinking about leaving Venezuela, about 47% said an electoral win by the opposition would make them stay and roughly the same amount indicated that an improved economy would also keep them in their home country. 

Migration decisions are dominating conversations at malls, high schools and political rallies. Some people are saving whatever money they can from various jobs and others are selling their belongings.

In the 11 years since Venezuelans learned that President Hugo Chavez was dead and his handpicked successor, Maduro, would take over, a drop in oil prices, corruption and government mismanagement sunk the country into a complex crisis, pushing people into poverty, hunger, poor health, crime, desperation and migration. Economic sanctions imposed last decade failed to topple Maduro, as the United States and other governments intended, but they contributed to the existing crisis.





In recent months, he accused media outlets, including The Associated Press, of carrying out a campaign against Venezuelan migrants, accusing them of "saying that all the crimes in the world today are committed by Venezuelans."

"To Venezuelan migrants: We love you and our love makes us say, 'Come back!' We are waiting for you here, this is your land," he said on state television in February. "Enough of xenophobia and persecution."

Maduro is seeking to extend his presidency for six more years. Last year, he entered into an agreement with the U.S.-backed Unitary Platform opposition coalition to work toward improving conditions for a free and fair election. But he has since changed course as the meteoric rise of opposition leader Maria Corina Machado turned into a real threat to his reelection prospects, and he has used his ruling party's control over all government institutions to tilt the balance.

    





The country's top court in January affirmed an administrative decision blocking Machado's candidacy. Her chosen substitute was barred from the ballot, too. She and the coalition are now backing former diplomat Edmundo Gonzalez Urrutia. Compared to Machado, who has campaigned for more than a year, few voters know Gonzalez's name or background, but her endorsement is enough for many to want to vote for him.

Gonzalez, during his first campaign rally in mid-May, asked supporters to imagine "a country in which our airports and borders would be filled with our children returning home" should he win.

A father of three, Miguel Montilla, 53, retired from the armed forces after 27 years of service, but he and his family cannot live off his roughly $20 monthly pension. He said he will vote for Gonzalez because he hopes the candidate will implement changes that spur economic development and convince two of his children to return to Venezuela, just as Machado has repeatedly promised on the campaign trail.

"I have lost my children because they dropped out of college and migrated. I want them to come back and have a family life and a better future," said Montilla, who has a small convenience store in Sabana de Mendoza. His eyes swelled at the thought of a family reunion, but after a few hopeful seconds, he considered the other possibility after the election.

"I better encourage my other son to leave if Maduro wins again. He has to leave," Montilla said. "I might leave, too."

    





    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    



The Delphos poll showed that people between the ages of 18 and 34 were more likely to consider leaving Venezuela. The poll had a margin of error of 2 percentage points.

Colombia's migration chief, Fernando Garcia, told Congress earlier this month the government "should expect a large influx of Venezuelan migrants" should Maduro win. The director of the Migration Colombia agency said Maduro's victory coupled with the recent decision of the U.S. government to end some sanctions relief for Venezuela create the conditions that can lead to migration.

Most Venezuelan migrants have settled in other countries in Latin America or the Caribbean, but after the pandemic eliminated millions of jobs across the region, they began setting their sights in the U.S.

Public employees these days earn a monthly minimum wage of $3.60 plus $130 in bonuses, while private-sector workers make on average $210 a month. Neither monthly pay is enough for a family to buy a basic basket of goods, which costs about $380. 

At a government-organized rally earlier this month in the capital, Caracas, the low wages were the only reason cited by some high school students who acknowledged they are considering migrating later this year. They dream about becoming engineers, owning businesses and caring for the sick but all are willing to postpone or forget those goals.

Many students wore their uniforms, and some wore T-shirts backing the president, even though when asked, they did not want to verbally express support for him. High school senior Jaxael Rivera and other public school students from across Caracas were bused into the rally, which was eventually addressed by Maduro.

"I would need a good paying job to stay," said Rivera, who is planning to join his sister in Spain, where she has lived for two years.
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Follow AP's global migration coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/migration
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Violence clouds the last day of campaigning for Mexico's election

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Mexican presidential candidate Claudia Sheinbaum held her final rally late on Wednesday in Mexico City's vast, colonial-era central square. (AP video shot by Fernanda Pesce)
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    [image: Supporters of ruling party presidential candidate Claudia Sheinbaum arrive at the Zocalo for her closing campaign rally in Mexico City, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, on the last day of campaigning ahead of the June 2 general election. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]
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[image: Supporters of presidential candidate Xochitl Galvez shout her name at her campaign rally in Los Reyes la Paz just outside of Mexico City, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. Mexico's general election is set for June 2. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)]
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[image: Presidential candidate Jorge Alvarez Maynez delivers a speech during a campaign rally in Mexico City, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. Mexico's general election is set for June 2. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)]
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[image: Supporters of the presidential candidate Xochitl Galvez hold crosses that read in Spanish "Get out Morena, Morena treason," referring to the ruling party, during Galvez's campaign rally in Los Reyes la Paz, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. Mexico's general election is set for June 2. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)]
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[image: Presidential candidate Xochitl Galvez holds a campaign rally in Los Reyes la Paz on the outskirts of Mexico City, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. Mexico's general election is set for June 2. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)]
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[image: Supporters of presidential candidate Claudia Sheinbaum attend her closing campaign rally at the Zocalo in Mexico City, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. Mexico's general election is set for June 2. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]
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                                        MEXICO CITY (AP) -- Mexico held the last day of campaigning Wednesday before Sunday's nationwide election, but the closing rallies were darkened by attacks on candidates and the country's persistently high homicide rate.
Opposition candidate Xochitl Galvez started her last campaign rallies early Wednesday on the outskirts of Mexico City, and she focused her ire on President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador's "hugs not bullets" policy of not confronting the drug cartels.
Galvez is facing the candidate of Lopez Obrador's Morena party, former Mexico City Mayor Claudia Sheinbaum. Sheinbaum, who leads in the race, has promised to continue all of Lopez Obrador's policies.
"Are we going to continue with hugs, or are we going to apply the law to criminals?" Galvez asked a cheering crowd. "Mexico wants peace, wants tranquility."
Lopez Obrador has withdrawn funding for police forces and directed it to the quasi-military National Guard, which critics say lacks the professional and investigative abilities needed to fight the drug gangs. Galvez promised to return the funding to police forces and guarantee them wages of at least $1,200 per month.

    


Galvez also pledged to reconcile a country that has been highly polarized by the outgoing president's rhetoric, saying "enough division, enough hatred ... we are all Mexicans."


Sheinbaum held her final rally later Wednesday in Mexico City's vast, colonial-era central square. She delivered a strongly nationalistic speech to a large crowd.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Mexico is respected in the world, it is a reference point," Sheinbaum said, claiming that Lopez Obrador's government "has returned to us the pride of being Mexicans."
"Mexico has changed, and for the better," she said.
On the violence issue, Sheinbaum vowed to continue Lopez Obrador's policy of offering apprenticeships to encourage youths not to join drug cartels. 
"We will deepen the strategy of peace and security, and the progress that has been made," she said. "This is not an iron fist" policy, Sheinbaum said. "This is justice."

    


While Lopez Obrador has increased the country's minimum wage and increased government benefit programs, he has been unable to significantly reduce the historically high homicide rate, which currently runs at more than 30,000 killings per year nationwide. That gang-fueled violence has also cast a shadow over the campaigns. 
Late Wednesday, a mayoral candidate in the violent southern state of Guerrero was shot to death in the town of Coyuca de Benitez. Gov. Evelyn Salgado identified the dead candidate as Alfredo Cabrera, but gave no further details on his killing. Local media reported he was shot in the head at his closing campaign event.
A mayoral candidate in the western state of Jalisco was shot multiple times by intruders in his campaign offices late Tuesday. Two members of Gilberto Palomar's campaign staff were also wounded, and all three were hospitalized in serious condition, according to Jalisco state security coordinator Sanchez Beruben.
Mexicans will vote Sunday in an election weighing gender, democracy and populism, as they chart the country's path forward in voting shadowed by cartel violence. With two women leading the contest, Mexico will likely elect its first female president. More than 20,000 congressional and local positions are up for grabs, according to the National Electoral Institute.

    


Gunmen killed an alternate mayoral candidate in Morelos state, just south of Mexico City on Tuesday, state prosecutors said. 
Local media reported attackers on a motorcycle shot Ricardo Arizmendi five times in the head in the city of Cuautla in Morelos. Alternate candidates take office if the winner of a race is incapacitated or resigns. 
About 27 candidates, mostly running for mayor or town councils, have been killed so far this year. While that is not much higher than in some past elections, what is unprecedented is the mass shootings: candidates used to be killed in targeted attacks, but now criminals have taken to spraying whole campaign events with gunfire.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of global elections at: https://apnews.com/hub/global-elections/

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/mexico-elections-violence-last-day-of-campaigns-fb7e388f47149e4134a01378747749dd



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



When South Africa's election results are expected and why the president will be chosen later

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    South Africans began voting Wednesday in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years. At stake is the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party, which led South Africa out of apartheid's brutal white minority rule in 1994. With unemployment rates at 32%, inequality, and poverty and joblessness disproportionately affecting the Black majority, the party faces being unseated.
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    [image: A voter fills out a ballot paper during general elections in Nkandla, Kwazulu Natal, South Africa, Wednesday May 29, 2024. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people -- half of whom are estimated to be living in poverty. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]
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[image: A woman is marked on her hand after casting her ballot on Wednesday May 29, 2024 during general elections in Nkandla, Kwazulu Natal, South Africa. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people -- half of whom are estimated to be living in poverty. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]
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[image: Voters line up to cast their ballot for general elections in Alexandra, near Johannesburg, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. South Africans began voting Wednesday in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put their young democracy in unknown territory. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)]
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[image: A woman casts her ballot at a polling station, during general elections in Eshowe, South Africa, Wednesday May 29, 2024. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people -- half of whom are estimated to be living in poverty. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]
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[image: People queue to cast their votes at a polling station during general elections, in Cape Town, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. South Africans have begun voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put their young democracy in unknown territory. (AP Photo/Nardus Engelbrecht)]
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[image: Voters line up to cast their ballot for general election in Alexandra, near Johannesburg, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)]
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Voters line up to cast their ballot for general election in Alexandra, near Johannesburg, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)
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[image: Women wait to cast their ballots on Wednesday May 29, 2024 during general elections in Nkandla, Kwazulu Natal, South Africa. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people -- half of whom are estimated to be living in poverty. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]
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[image: South African President Cyril Ramaphosa casts his ballot Wednesday May 29, 2024 for the general elections in Soweto, South Africa. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people -- half of whom are estimated to be living in poverty. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)]
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[image: Democratic Alliance (DA) leader John Steenhuisen, casts his ballot at a polling station in Durban, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. South Africans have begun voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put their young democracy in unknown territory. (AP Photo/Str)]
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Democratic Alliance (DA) leader John Steenhuisen, casts his ballot at a polling station in Durban, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. South Africans have begun voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put their young democracy in unknown territory. (AP Photo/Str)
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[image: An officer watches on as an inmate inserts his ballot paper into the ballot box at the polling station at Kgosi Mampuru Correctional Facility in Pretoria, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. South Africans voted Wednesday at schools, community centers, and in large white tents set up in open fields in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years. It could put the young democracy in unknown territory. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)]
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[image: Voters wait outside a poling station on Wednesday May 29, 2024, during general elections in KwaMfana, South Africa. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people -- half of whom are estimated to be living in poverty. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]
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[image: Opposition Economic Freedom Fighters (EFF) leader Julius Malema, casts his vote at a polling station in Polokwane, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. South Africans have begun voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put their young democracy in unknown territory. (AP Photo)]
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[image: People queue after dark to cast their votes at a polling station in Cape Town, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. South Africans voted Wednesday at schools, community centers, and in large white tents set up in open fields in an election seen as their country's most important since apartheid ended 30 years ago. It could put the young democracy into unknown territory. (AP Photo/Nardus Engelbrecht)]
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                                        CAPE TOWN, South Africa (AP) -- South Africa held a national election Wednesday that could be the country's most hotly contested in 30 years, with the long-ruling African National Congress party facing a stern test to hold onto its majority.
The ANC has been the majority party and in government ever since the end of South Africa's apartheid system of white minority rule and the establishment of democracy in 1994 and has held the presidency since then.

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


Under the South African political system, people vote for parties and not directly for the president in their national elections. The two processes are separate, even though they are linked: Voters choose parties to decide the makeup of Parliament and lawmakers then elect the president.
Here's a guide to the main election in Africa's most advanced country and why it might be complicated this time for Parliament to choose the president.

    


ELECTION
The election took place on just one day, with polls opening at 7 a.m. and closing at 9 p.m. across the country of 62 million people, which has nine provinces. Nearly 28 million South Africans were registered to vote to decide the makeup of their national as well as provincial legislatures.




South Africans can choose parties, or for the first time independent candidates, to go to Parliament. Parties get seats in Parliament according to their share of the vote.
Counting starts immediately after the polls close and the final results are expected by Sunday, according to the independent electoral commission that runs the election. 
CHOOSING A PRESIDENT

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The president is elected in Parliament after the national vote's results are announced. South Africa's Parliament has two houses and it's the lower house, or National Assembly, that chooses the president.
There, the 400 lawmakers vote for one of them to be the head of state and it needs a simple majority of 201. Because the ANC has always had a parliamentary majority since 1994, every president since then has been from the ANC, starting with Nelson Mandela.

    


WHY THIS YEAR COULD BE HISTORIC
It has been almost procedural over the last three decades for the ANC to use its parliamentary majority to elect its leader as president of the country. This year may not be so simple.
Several polls have the ANC's support at less than 50% ahead of the election, raising the possibility that it might not have a parliamentary majority. It is still widely expected to be the biggest party, but if it goes below 50% it would then need an agreement or coalition with another party or parties to stay in government and get the 201 votes it needs from lawmakers to reelect President Cyril Ramaphosa for a second and final five-year term.
The new Parliament must meet for its first session within 14 days of the election results being announced to choose the president. Should the ANC lose its majority, there would likely be a feverish period of bargaining between it and other parties to form some sort of coalition before Parliament sits.
It's possible that several opposition parties could join together to oust the ANC completely from government and Ramaphosa as president if they don't have a majority. That's a very remote possibility, though, considering the two biggest opposition parties -- the centrist Democratic Alliance and the far-left Economic Freedom Fighters -- are as critical of each other as they are of the ANC and are seen as unlikely to work together. The DA is part of a pre-election agreement to join forces with other smaller parties, excluding the EFF, in a coalition but they would all have to increase their vote considerably to overtake the ANC.

    


The ANC has given no indication of who it might work with if South Africa needs an unprecedented national coalition government. Ramaphosa said Wednesday after voting that he was confident the ANC would win an outright majority.
___
AP Africa news: https://apnews.com/hub/africa

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/south-africa-election-president-vote-bb5529f8ec76f40f0bebdff67bfd2320



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Harvey Weinstein may face new charges as more accusers come forward, New York prosecutors say

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Manhattan prosecutors told a judge Wednesday they are evaluating new claims of sexual misconduct made against Harvey Weinstein and could potentially seek a new indictment against the former movie mogul ahead of his scheduled retrial on rape charges later this year. (AP video by Ted Shaffrey/Produced by Javier Arciga)
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    [image: Harvey Weinstein appears in Manhattan Criminal Court, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in New York. The fallen movie mogul is awaiting a retrial on rape charges after his 2020 conviction was tossed out. Wednesday's court hearing addressed various legal issues related to the upcoming trial, which is tentatively scheduled for some time after Labor Day. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson, Pool)]
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[image: Attorney Gloria Allred speaks during a press conference outside Manhattan Criminal Court, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in New York. Allred represents Miriam Haley, a former TV and film production assistant who Harvey Weinstein was convicted of sexually assaulting. Manhattan prosecutors told a judge Wednesday they are evaluating more claims of sexual misconduct made against Weinstein and could potentially seek a new indictment against him before his scheduled retrial on rape and sexual assault charges. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]
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[image: Attorney Gloria Allred waits to speak at a press conference outside Manhattan Criminal Court, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]
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[image: Arthur Aidala, attorney for Harvey Weinstein, speaks at a press conference outside Manhattan Criminal Court, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 8 | Arthur Aidala, attorney for Harvey Weinstein, speaks at a press conference outside Manhattan Criminal Court, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 8
Arthur Aidala, attorney for Harvey Weinstein, speaks at a press conference outside Manhattan Criminal Court, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
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[image: Harvey Weinstein appears in Manhattan Criminal Court, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in New York. The fallen movie mogul is awaiting a retrial on rape charges after his 2020 conviction was tossed out. Wednesday's court hearing addressed various legal issues related to the upcoming trial, which is tentatively scheduled for some time after Labor Day. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson, Pool)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Manhattan prosecutors told a judge Wednesday they are evaluating more claims of sexual misconduct made against Harvey Weinstein and could potentially seek a new indictment against him before his scheduled retrial on rape and sexual assault charges.
Assistant District Attorney Nicole Blumberg said during a court hearing that additional people have come forward with assault claims and prosecutors are currently assessing which fall under the statute of limitations.
She said some potential survivors that were not ready to step forward during Weinstein's first New York trial may now be willing to testify.
When asked by Judge Curtis Farber whether there was a possibility of prosecutors filing a new indictment, Blumberg replied: "Yes, your honor."
Blumberg said prosecutors would be in a better position to update the court on the direction of the case at the end of June. 

    


Farber set the next hearing date for July 9. The retrial on the rape charge is tentatively scheduled for some time after Labor Day.
Weinstein's lawyer, Arthur Aidala, told reporters outside the courthouse after the hearing that his client was confident no additional accusers would be found to bolster the prosecution's case.




"He knows he's never done anything like this," Aidala said of Weinstein.
Weinstein, appearing in the same New York City courthouse where former President Donald Trump is on trial, entered the court in a wheelchair, as he has during other recent court hearings since his 2020 conviction was tossed out. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Weinstein has suffered from medical problems throughout his time in jail, his lawyers have said. He is currently at the city's Rikers Island jail complex.
Earlier in the hearing, Farber addressed a letter from prosecutors last week requesting the court to remind Weinstein's lawyers not to discuss or disparage potential witnesses in public ahead of the retrial.

    


Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg's office argues that Aidala made statements earlier this month that were meant to intimidate Miriam Haley, a former TV and film production assistant who Weinstein was convicted of sexually assaulting.
Aidala, Weinstein's lawyer, apologized to the judge, saying he didn't intend to intimidate anyone.
But he said his client is also entitled to a "vigorous defense," and that it is the defense's position that "lies were told at the last trial, and will be told at this one."
Aidala argued lawyers for Weinstein's accusers have been holding press conferences criticizing Weinstein throughout his legal ordeal.
"Who gets to stand up for Harvey Weinstein?" he asked in court. "Who gets to be his voice?"
Farber, in response, directed both sides to "refrain from pandering to the press," saying the case will "not be decided in the court of public opinion" but in the court of justice.
Haley didn't attend Wednesday's hearing and has expressed reluctance about going through the trauma of testifying again.
Her lawyer Gloria Allred said outside the courthouse that her client hasn't made a decision yet about whether she'll participate in the retrial.

    


But Allred called on Aidala to apologize to Haley for the "unwarranted, vicious and false" attack on her, made in the courtroom earlier Wednesday. Aidala declined, speaking to reporters later. 
Speaking outside of court on May 1, Aidala said Haley lied to the jury about her motive in coming forward and that his team planned an aggressive cross-examination on the issue "if she dares to come and show her face here."
Weinstein's original trial was held in the same courtroom where Trump is on trial now, but the two men were unlikely to bump into each other. Weinstein is in custody and was brought to and from the courtroom under guard. He appeared in a courtroom on a different floor than where Trump is currently on trial.
At his 2020 trial, Weinstein was convicted of raping Jessica Mann, an aspiring actor, and of sexually assaulting Haley. But last month New York's highest court threw out those convictions after determining that the trial judge unfairly allowed testimony against him based on allegations from other women that weren't part of the case. Weinstein, 72, has maintained that any sexual activity was consensual.

    


The Associated Press does not generally identify people alleging sexual assault unless they consent to be named, as both Haley and Mann have.
The New York ruling reopened a painful chapter in America's reckoning with sexual misconduct by powerful figures. The #MeToo era began in 2017 with a flood of allegations against Weinstein.
Weinstein, who had been serving a 23-year sentence in New York, was also convicted in Los Angeles in 2022 of another rape and is still sentenced to 16 years in prison in California.
___
Follow Philip Marcelo at twitter.com/philmarcelo. 
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Jurors in Trump hush money trial end 1st day of deliberations after asking to rehear testimony

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Jury deliberations have begun in Donald Trump's hush money trial, putting the outcome of the historic case in the hands of a dozen New Yorkers who have vowed to be fair and impartial in the face of their unprecedented task. (AP video: John Minchillo)
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[image: Former President Donald Trump awaits the start of proceedings in his criminal trial at Manhattan Criminal Court in New York, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (Charly Triballeau/Pool Photo via AP)]
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Jury deliberations have begun in Donald Trump's hush money trial, putting the outcome of the historic case in the hands of a dozen New Yorkers who have vowed to be fair and impartial in the face of their unprecedented task. (AP video: John Minchillo)
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            Trump on hush money trial: 'Mother Teresa could not beat these charges'

        
        
            Former President Donald Trump told reporters after jurors began deliberating in his criminal hush money trial that the charges were rigged and again accused the judge of being conflicted. In his words: "Mother Teresa could not beat these charges."


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Trump on hush money trial: 'Mother Teresa could not beat these charges'
Former President Donald Trump told reporters after jurors began deliberating in his criminal hush money trial that the charges were rigged and again accused the judge of being conflicted. In his words: "Mother Teresa could not beat these charges."
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            Lawyers in Trump's hush money trial spar as they make closing arguments, AP explains

        
        
            Lawyers in Donald Trump's hush money trial have sparred over evidence and witnesses as they made their closing arguments to jurors who will decide whether the Republican will be the first former American president convicted of a crime.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Lawyers in Trump's hush money trial spar as they make closing arguments, AP explains
Lawyers in Donald Trump's hush money trial have sparred over evidence and witnesses as they made their closing arguments to jurors who will decide whether the Republican will be the first former American president convicted of a crime.



        
    



                        

                    
                        
                            
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    



            

            
                On Now
            


            
                1:00

            
        

    
    
        
            Media awaits verdict in Trump hush money trial

        
        
            Jury deliberations in Donald Trump 's criminal hush money trial began Wednesday after the panel received instructions from the judge on the law governing the case and what they can take into account in evaluating the former president's guilt or innocence.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Media awaits verdict in Trump hush money trial
Jury deliberations in Donald Trump 's criminal hush money trial began Wednesday after the panel received instructions from the judge on the law governing the case and what they can take into account in evaluating the former president's guilt or innocence.
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    [image: Former President Donald Trump appears at Manhattan criminal court as jurors are expected to begin deliberations in his criminal hush money trial in New York, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (Charly Triballeau/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: Former President Donald Trump speaks to reporters, with his attorney, Todd Blanche, right, as jurors begin deliberations for his trial at the Manhattan criminal court, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in New York. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post via AP, Pool)]
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[image: Former President Donald Trump walks out to speak to reporters as jurors begin deliberations for his trial at the Manhattan criminal court, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in New York. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post via AP, Pool)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The jury in Donald Trump's hush money trial ended its first day of deliberations without a verdict Wednesday but asked to rehear testimony from key witnesses about the alleged hush money scheme at the heart of the history-making case.
The 12-person jury was sent home around 4 p.m. after about 4 1/2 hours of deliberations. The process is to resume Thursday, when jurors are expected to rehear the requested testimony and at least part of the judge's legal instructions meant to guide them on the law.
The notes sent to the judge with the requests were the first burst of communication with the court after the panel of seven men and five women was sent to a private room just before 11:30 a.m. to begin weighing a verdict. 

    
    What to know about Trump's hush money trial:

	Follow the AP's live coverage as deliberations resume.
	A guide to terms used in the Trump trial.
	Trump is the first ex-president on criminal trial. Here's what to know about the hush money case.
	Trump is facing four criminal indictments, and a civil lawsuit. You can track all of the cases here.



    


"It is not my responsibility to judge the evidence here. It is yours," Judge Juan M. Merchan told jurors before dispatching them to begin deliberations, reminding them of their vow during the selection process to judge the case fairly and impartially.

    


It's unclear how long the deliberations will last. A guilty verdict would deliver a stunning legal reckoning for the presumptive Republican presidential nominee as he seeks to reclaim the White House while an an acquittal would represent a major win for Trump and embolden him on the campaign trail. Since verdicts must be unanimous, it's also possible that the case ends in a mistrial if the jury cannot reach a consensus after days of deliberations.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Trump struck a pessimistic tone after leaving the courtroom following the reading of jury instructions, repeating his assertions of a "very unfair trial" and saying: "Mother Teresa could not beat those charges, but we'll see. We'll see how we do."
He remained inside the courthouse during deliberations, where he posted on his social media network complaints about the trial and quoted legal and political commentators who view the case in his favor. In one all-capital-letters post, he proclaimed that he didn't even "know what the charges are in this rigged case," even though he was present in the courtroom as the judge detailed them to jurors.

    


He did not testify in his own defense, something the judge told jurors they could not take into account.
Trump is charged with 34 counts of falsifying business records at his company in connection with an alleged scheme to hide potentially embarrassing stories about him during his 2016 Republican presidential campaign.
The charge, a felony, arises from reimbursements paid to then-Trump lawyer Michael Cohen after he made a $130,000 hush money payment to porn actor Stormy Daniels to silence her claims that she and Trump had sex in 2006. Trump is accused of misrepresenting Cohen's reimbursements as legal expenses to hide that they were tied to a hush money payment.
Trump has pleaded not guilty and contends the Cohen payments were for legitimate legal services. He has also denied the alleged extramarital sexual encounter with Daniels.
To convict Trump, the jury would have to find unanimously that he created a fraudulent entry in his company's records, or caused someone else to do so, and that he did so with the intent of committing or concealing another crime.

    


The crime prosecutors say Trump committed or hid is a violation of a New York election law making it illegal for two or more conspirators "to promote or prevent the election of any person to a public office by unlawful means."
While the jury must unanimously agree that something unlawful was done to promote Trump's election campaign, they don't have to be unanimous on what that unlawful thing was.
The jurors -- a diverse cross section of Manhattan residents and professional backgrounds -- often appeared riveted by testimony, including from Cohen and Daniels. Many took notes and watched intently as witnesses answered questions from prosecutors and Trump's lawyers.
Jurors started deliberating after a marathon day of closing arguments Tuesday. A prosecutor spoke for more than five hours, underscoring the burden the district attorney's office faces in needing to establish Trump's guilt beyond a reasonable doubt.

    


The Trump team need not establish his innocence to avoid a conviction but must instead bank on at least one juror finding that prosecutors have not sufficiently proved their case.
While giving the jury instructions in the law Wednesday morning, Merchan offered some guidance on factors the panel can use to assess witness testimony, including its plausibility, its consistency with other testimony, the witness' manner on the stand and whether the person has a motive to lie.
But, the judge said, "there is no particular formula for evaluating the truthfulness and accuracy of another person's statement."
The principles he outlined are standard but perhaps all the more relevant after Trump's defense leaned heavily on questioning the credibility of key prosecution witnesses, including Cohen.

    


Jurors asked in the afternoon to rehear at least part of those instructions. They also asked to revisit select key episodes in the trial, though it was not clear why.
The requests covered testimony from Cohen and former National Enquirer publisher David Pecker about an August 2015 meeting with Trump at Trump Tower where the tabloid boss pledged to be the "eyes and ears" of his fledgling presidential campaign.
Pecker testified that the plan included identifying potentially damaging stories about Trump so they could be squashed before being published. That, prosecutors say, was the beginning of the "catch-and-kill" scheme at the heart of the case.
Jurors also want to hear Pecker's account of a phone call he said he received from Trump in which they discussed a rumor that another outlet had offered to buy former Playboy model Karen McDougal's story alleging that she had a yearlong affair with Trump in the mid-2000s. Trump has denied the affair.
Pecker testified that Trump told him, "Karen is a nice girl" and asked, "What do you think I should do?" Pecker said he replied: "I think you should buy the story and take it off the market." He added that Trump told him he doesn't buy stories because they always get out and that Cohen would be in touch.
The publisher said he came away from the conversation thinking Trump was aware of the specifics of McDougal's claims. Pecker said he believed the story was true and would have been embarrassing to Trump and his campaign if it were made public.
The National Enquirer's parent company, American Media Inc., eventually paid McDougal $150,000 for the rights to her story in an agreement that also included writing and other opportunities with its fitness magazine and other publications.
The fourth item jurors requested is Pecker's testimony about his decision in October 2016 to back out of an agreement to sell the rights to McDougal's story to Trump through a company Cohen had established for the transaction. Such an agreement is known as an "assignment of rights."
"I called Michael Cohen, and I said to him that the agreement, the assignment deal, is off. I am not going forward. It is a bad idea, and I want you to rip up the agreement," Pecker testified. "He was very, very, angry. Very upset. Screaming, basically, at me."
Pecker testified that he reiterated to Cohen that he wasn't going forward with the agreement.
He said that Cohen told him: "The boss is going to be very angry at you."
___
Follow the AP's coverage of former President Donald Trump at https://apnews.com/hub/donald-trump.
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New Louisiana law will criminalize approaching police under certain circumstances

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Louisiana Gov. Jeff Landry addresses members of the House and Senate on opening day of a legislative special session, Feb. 19, 2024, in the House Chamber at the State Capitol in Baton Rouge, La. Landry has signed legislation that makes it a crime to knowingly approach within 25 feet (7.6 meters) of a police officer while they are ]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Louisiana Gov. Jeff Landry addresses members of the House and Senate on opening day of a legislative special session, Feb. 19, 2024, in the House Chamber at the State Capitol in Baton Rouge, La. Landry has signed legislation that makes it a crime to knowingly approach within 25 feet (7.6 meters) of a police officer while they are "engaged in law enforcement duties" after the officer has ordered the person to stay back. (Hilary Scheinuk/The Advocate via AP, File)
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                                        BATON ROUGE, La. (AP) -- Critics of a new Louisiana law, which makes it a crime to approach within 25 feet (7.6 meters) of a police officer under certain circumstances, fear that the measure could hinder the public's ability to film officers -- a tool that has increasingly been used to hold police accountable.
Under the law, anyone who is convicted of "knowingly or intentionally" approaching an officer, who is "lawfully engaged in the execution of his official duties," and after being ordered to "stop approaching or retreat" faces up to a $500 fine, up to 60 days in jail or both. The law was signed by Gov. Jeff Landry, a Republican, Tuesday and goes into effect Aug. 1. 
While the legislation's language does not specifically mention filming, critics say that by default it would limit how close a person can be to observe police. Opponents have also gone further to question the law's constitutionality, saying it could impede on a person's First Amendment rights. 

    


Proponents argue the new law will create a buffer-zone to help ensure the safety of officers and that bystanders would still be close enough to film police interactions.




Bystander cellphone videos are largely credited with revealing police misconduct -- such as with the 2020 killing of George Floyd at the hands of Minneapolis officers -- and reshaping the conversation around police transparency.
An attempt to establish a specific range at which onlookers can record officers actively engaged in law enforcement duties has occurred elsewhere.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In 2022, lawmakers in Arizona passed a law that would have made it illegal to knowingly film police officers 8 feet (2.5 meters) or closer if the officer tells the person to stop. A coalition of media groups and the American Civil Liberties Union successfully sued to block Arizona's law, with a federal judge ruling it unconstitutional, citing infringement against a clearly established right to film police doing their jobs.

    


In similar cases, half of the U.S. appeals courts across the nation have ruled on the side of allowing people to record police without restriction. 
The Louisiana measure's author, state Rep. Bryan Fontenot, said the legislation was drafted to provide officers "peace of mind and safe distance to do their job."
"At 25 feet, that person can't spit in my face when I'm making an arrest," Fontenot said while presenting his bill in a committee earlier this year. "The chances of him hitting me in the back of the head with a beer bottle at 25 feet -- it sure is a lot more difficult than if he's sitting right here."
A nearly identical bill was vetoed last year by then-Gov. John Bel Edwards, a Democrat. Edwards called the measure "unnecessary" and said it could be used "to chill exercise of First Amendment rights."
"Each of us has a constitutional right to freely observe public servants as they function in public and within the course and scope of their official duties," Edwards, who served in the U.S. Army and was the son of a sheriff, said in last year's veto message. "Observations of law enforcement, whether by witnesses to an incident with officers, individuals interacting with officers, or members of the press, are invaluable in promoting transparency."

    


However, with a new conservative governor in office and the GOP continuing to hold a supermajority in the Louisiana Legislature, the bill had a clear path forward.
Language in the measure appears to put in some safety nets, stating that an acceptable "defense to this crime" includes establishing that the "lawful order or command was neither received nor understood by the defendant."
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On spelling's saddest day, hyped National Spelling Bee competitors see their hopes dashed

    On spelling's saddest day, hyped National Spelling Bee competitors see their hopes dashed

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Achyut Ethiraj, 14, of Fort Wayne, Ind., reacts to misspelling his word during the quarterfinal round of competition in the Scripps National Spelling Bee, in Oxon Hill, Md., Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Nathan Howard)]
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[image: Faizan Zaki, 12, of Allen, Texas, right, runs over to hug Aryan Khedkar, 13, of Rochester Hills, Mich., after Khedkar was eliminated close to the end of the semifinals of the Scripps National Spelling Bee, in Oxon Hill, Md., Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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[image: N'Adom Darko-Asare, 13, of Accra, Ghana, covers her face while listening to the competition during the quarterfinals of the Scripps National Spelling Bee, in Oxon Hill, Md., Wednesday, May 29, 2024. Darko-Asare is the last of three Ghanaian competitors left in the quarterfinals. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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[image: Ankita Balaji, 13, of Herndon, Va., reacts as she spells her word wrong during the quarterfinals of the Scripps National Spelling Bee, in Oxon Hill, Md., Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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[image: Ian Gibson, 14, of Bowling Green, Ky., left, high fives Carey Chesire, 13, of Wichita, Kan., after Chesire correctly spelled his word during the quarterfinal round of competition in the Scripps National Spelling Bee, in Oxon Hill, Md., Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Nathan Howard)]
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[image: Aryan Khedkar, 13, of Rochester Hills, Mich., reacts to correctly spelling his word during the quarterfinal round of competition in the Scripps National Spelling Bee, in Oxon Hill, Md., Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Nathan Howard)]
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[image: Oliver Halkett, 12, Los Angeles, Calif., works out the parts of his word before misspelling during the quarterfinal round of competition in the Scripps National Spelling Bee, in Oxon Hill, Md., Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Nathan Howard)]
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[image: Katelyn Nguyen, 13, of Huntington Beach, Calif., reacts to misspelling her word during the quarterfinal round of competition in the Scripps National Spelling Bee, in Oxon Hill, Md., Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Nathan Howard)]
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[image: Amaani Charan, 14, of San Jose, Calif., reacts to misspelling her word during the quarterfinal round of competition in the Scripps National Spelling Bee, in Oxon Hill, Md., Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Nathan Howard)]
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[image: Siya Sampath, 9, left, of Haymarket, Va., reacts with her mother after spelling her word incorrectly during the quarterfinals of the Scripps National Spelling Bee, in Oxon Hill, Md., Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)]
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[image: Shradha Rachamreddy, 14, of San Jose, Calif., correctly spells her first word during the semifinals of the Scripps National Spelling Bee, in Oxon Hill, Md., Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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[image: Tanya Kadaru, 13, left, of Keller, Texas, yawns during the quarterfinals of the Scripps National Spelling Bee, in Oxon Hill, Md., Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)]
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[image: Faizan Zaki, 12, of Allen, Texas, right, runs over to hug Aryan Khedkar, 13, of Rochester Hills, Mich., after Khedkar was eliminated close to the end of the semifinals of the Scripps National Spelling Bee, in Oxon Hill, Md., Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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[image: N'Adom Darko-Asare, 13, of Accra, Ghana, covers her face while listening to the competition during the quarterfinals of the Scripps National Spelling Bee, in Oxon Hill, Md., Wednesday, May 29, 2024. Darko-Asare is the last of three Ghanaian competitors left in the quarterfinals. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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[image: Ankita Balaji, 13, of Herndon, Va., reacts as she spells her word wrong during the quarterfinals of the Scripps National Spelling Bee, in Oxon Hill, Md., Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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[image: Ian Gibson, 14, of Bowling Green, Ky., left, high fives Carey Chesire, 13, of Wichita, Kan., after Chesire correctly spelled his word during the quarterfinal round of competition in the Scripps National Spelling Bee, in Oxon Hill, Md., Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Nathan Howard)]
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[image: Aryan Khedkar, 13, of Rochester Hills, Mich., reacts to correctly spelling his word during the quarterfinal round of competition in the Scripps National Spelling Bee, in Oxon Hill, Md., Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Nathan Howard)]
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[image: Oliver Halkett, 12, Los Angeles, Calif., works out the parts of his word before misspelling during the quarterfinal round of competition in the Scripps National Spelling Bee, in Oxon Hill, Md., Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Nathan Howard)]
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[image: Katelyn Nguyen, 13, of Huntington Beach, Calif., reacts to misspelling her word during the quarterfinal round of competition in the Scripps National Spelling Bee, in Oxon Hill, Md., Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Nathan Howard)]
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[image: Amaani Charan, 14, of San Jose, Calif., reacts to misspelling her word during the quarterfinal round of competition in the Scripps National Spelling Bee, in Oxon Hill, Md., Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Nathan Howard)]
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[image: Siya Sampath, 9, left, of Haymarket, Va., reacts with her mother after spelling her word incorrectly during the quarterfinals of the Scripps National Spelling Bee, in Oxon Hill, Md., Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)]
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[image: Shradha Rachamreddy, 14, of San Jose, Calif., correctly spells her first word during the semifinals of the Scripps National Spelling Bee, in Oxon Hill, Md., Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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[image: Tanya Kadaru, 13, left, of Keller, Texas, yawns during the quarterfinals of the Scripps National Spelling Bee, in Oxon Hill, Md., Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)]
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                                        OXON HILL, Md. (AP) -- When Achyut Ethiraj's final appearance in the Scripps National Spelling Bee ended far earlier than he anticipated, the 14-year-old grimaced at the microphone, walked off the stage quietly and exited the ballroom with his mother's arm draped around his back.
Achyut had plenty of company among the 140 spellers eliminated on Wednesday, spelling's saddest day.
"I didn't expect to get out, but I did, and I guess I have to accept the truth now," said Achyut, an eighth-grader from Fort Wayne, Indiana. "I'm happy to do high school and do other things, but I'm kind of confused what to do now that I'm done with spelling."
"It's my last year, and I expected to do better, but I guess it is what it is," he said. "And I have to move on."
The structure of the spelling bee has undergone plenty of changes over time, but over the past three years under executive director Corrie Loeffler, the competition has gotten very hard, very fast for spellers who make it past the preliminary rounds.

    


The morning began with 148 spellers. By the end of the first quarterfinal round, there were 59 left, and 46 of those got through a vocabulary round to reach the semifinals. By the end of the day, eight finalists remained. They will return Thursday night, when the winner will receive a trophy and more than $50,000 in cash and prizes.
The champion won't be Shradha Rachamreddy, who finished third last year and was a consensus favorite to go all the way. She was eliminated on exactly the sort of "super short, tricky word" she said she concentrated on studying after misspelling "orle" last year. This year it was "varan," a type of lizard. She added an extra "r," and former spellers in the audience gasped at her mistake.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I am in shock and despair," said Dev Shah, the 2023 champion.
"We all thought she was going to win," added Charlotte Walsh, last year's runner-up.

    


Starting in the quarterfinals, the bee's word panel can use any of the more than half a million words in Webster's Unabridged dictionary, plus some geographical names that aren't even listed in that volume. While the panel tries to maintain a consistent level of difficulty in each round, it can vary from word to word.
That's when luck comes into play.
Achyut was asked to spell the word "sistine." Derived from the Sistine Chapel, it's an adjective meaning "a light blue color." He went with "cistine," and his coach, Grace Walters, was second-guessing herself.

    
        
    
"I'm sure when I was making my lists, I just assumed, 'Oh, everybody knows the Sistine Chapel.' But the reality is these kids are like 10 to 14. They might not have the ... cultural knowledge that us older people have," said the 22-year-old Walters, a former speller. "So that's definitely something I feel like I overlooked in helping him prepare."
Two years ago, Achyut finished in a tie for 14th place, and last year he tied for 23rd. This year, he tied for 60th place alongside the 88 others eliminated in the round.
"My rank has been going lower. But the reality is my preparation has been increasing a lot," Achyut said. "And I don't know how that matches up, but I know that I know the words and I deserve a good break."

    


He has plenty of company. Rare is a speller like Vanya Shivashankar, who came in with enormous buzz in 2015 after years of strong finishes and ended up winning. Even Shivashankar had a setback the previous year when a written spelling and vocabulary test kept her out of the finals.
Naysa Modi, the 2018 runner-up, didn't make the finals the following year. Ishika Varipilli, who hoped to make a run at the trophy this year in her third and final attempt, bowed out in a tie for 47th after missing a vocabulary word, "swanky," and said afterward she was "trying to keep it together."
In the semifinals, Shradha was followed to the exit by two more top-ten finishers from 2023: Aryan Khedkar and Sarah Fernandes. Aryan got a long hug from fellow competitor Faizan Zaki before leaving the stage.
"These kids put a lot of pressure on themselves. I think they get nervous. They get worried. They get more focused on, 'What if I don't make it? What if this happens? What if that happens?'" Walters said. "The kids feel it around them that, you know, they're being looked up to as previous finalists, previous semifinalists, and they internalize that people expect something from them."

    


Aliyah Alpert, who finished ninth in 2022, missed the bee entirely last year because she flubbed the word "recoup" in the Yavapai County spelling bee in her home state of Arizona.
"It was on-list, I totally knew the word, but I blanked. Choked," said 13-year-old Aliyah, who returned this year and was ousted in the semifinals.
Matthew Bader came in knowing he might not improve upon his finish last year, a tie for 57th.
"The farther you make it in the competition one year, that's the more chance you'll do worse next year," said Matthew, a 14-year-old from Peachtree City, Georgia. "Actually, I didn't really mind getting out. Win or lose, to be here, it's a pretty big accomplishment."

    


Ananth Chepuri of Bradenton, Florida, thought his daughter, 11-year-old Amara, was eliminated by one of the most difficult words ("ephectic") of what he called an inconsistent round.
"It's been brutal," Chepuri said. "The first kid, I felt so sorry for him. This was a bloodbath!"
___
Ben Nuckols has covered the Scripps National Spelling Bee since 2012. Follow him at https://x.com/APBenNuckols
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'Are you with me?' Biden and Harris launch Black voter outreach and warn of a second Trump term

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    President Joe Biden stepped up his appeal to Black voters Wednesday, lashing out at Donald Trump as "unhinged" and warning that the winner of this year's White House race will make crucial decisions that could affect the country for decades.
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    [image: People listen as President Joe Biden speaks during a campaign event at Girard College, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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[image: President Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris arrive for a campaign event at Girard College, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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[image: President Joe Biden hugs Vice President Kamala Harris during a campaign event at Girard College, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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[image: President Joe Biden talks with Maryland Gov. Wes Moore as Lynette Sutton, managing partner of Girl Concrete speaks, during a visit to SOUTH Restaurant & Jazz Club, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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[image: President Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris wave at a campaign event at Girard College, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Joe Lamberti)]
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                                        PHILADELPHIA (AP) -- President Joe Biden renewed his election-year pitch to Black voters on Wednesday, lashing out at Donald Trump's "MAGA lies" and saying the winner of this year's White House race will make crucial decisions, including on nominees for the Supreme Court, that could affect the country for decades.
Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris, in a joint appearance at a Philadelphia boarding school, thanked Black voters in Pennsylvania and beyond for being the lynchpin to their 2020 victory and they made the case that their agenda has had an enormous impact on improving lives for Black voters. 
The Democratic president also argued that an "unhinged" Trump is peddling misinformation in an effort to win back the White House.
"I'll be damned if I'm going to let Donald Trump turn America into a place of anger, resentment and hate," Biden said, calling on the crowd to help him and Harris win a second term. "My question is a simple one: Are you with me?"

    


At Girard College, which has a predominantly Black student body, Biden warned about the threat he said a second Trump presidency would pose and cited some of the racial controversies fanned by the presumptive Republican nominee during his life.




"This is the same guy who wanted to tear gas you as you peacefully protested George Floyd's murder. The same guy who still calls the Central Park Five guilty, even though they were exonerated," Biden told the crowd. "He's that landlord who denies housing applications because of the color of your skin." 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    


The Philadelphia visit was the start of what the Biden campaign describes as a summerlong effort to engage Black student organizations, community groups and faith centers. It reflects in part how much of their support of him has frayed as Trump aims to make inroads into the longtime Democratic constituency. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The issue of abortion rights and the judiciary also featured in the remarks from Biden and Harris. Biden pledged to codify the protections of Roe vs. Wade, the now-nullified Supreme Court decision that had legalized the right to an abortion, if he and enough Democratic lawmakers are elected, while Harris noted that Trump dramatically shaped the Supreme Court as she invoked the name of Thurgood Marshall, the high court's first Black justice.

    


Trump, she said, "handpicked three members of the Supreme Court -- the court of Thurgood -- with the intention that they would overturn Roe vs. Wade," the landmark abortion rights ruling. "And as he intended, they did."
"Who sits in the White House matters," she said.
Underscoring that point later, Biden said the next president is "going to be able to appoint a couple justices." With some vacancies on the Supreme Court, Biden said he could "put in really progressive judges, like we've always had." 
"Tell me that won't change your life," he said. 
Among Black adults, Biden's approval has dropped from 94% when he started his term to just 55%, according to an Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research poll published in March.

    


The economy has been a particular thorn in Biden's side since 2022, when inflation hit a 40-year high. But there have also been signs of discontent in the Black community more recently over Biden's handling of the seven-month Israel-Hamas war.
Turning out Black voters could prove pivotal for Biden's chances in what's expected to be among the most closely contested states -- Arizona, Georgia, Michigan, Nevada, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin. Biden beat Trump in all six states in 2020, but he could face a more difficult climb this year.
Trump has been offering himself as a better president for Black voters than Biden. At a rally last week in the Bronx, he railed against Biden on immigration and said "the biggest negative impact" of the influx of migrants in New York is "against our Black population and our Hispanic population who are losing their jobs, losing their housing, losing everything they can lose."
The Republican National Committee zeroed in on gas prices and food costs under Biden's presidency as it attacked his stop in Pennsylvania.

    


"No matter how much Biden lies, he cannot gaslight Pennsylvanians into supporting him -- his approval ratings are abysmal," RNC Chair Michael Whatley said. "President Trump continues to lead in polls in Pennsylvania and across the country. Pennsylvanians are ready to Make America Great Again, and they will vote for President Donald J. Trump in November."
The Biden campaign wants to use the new engagement effort in part to remind Black voters of some of the Democratic administration's achievements during his term. On Wednesday, Biden repeated the refrain "because you voted" as he rattled off a litany of his accomplishments for Black Americans, including record funding for historically Black colleges and universities, forgiveness of federal student loan debt and pardons for simple possession of marijuana. 

    


"Black voters placed enormous faith in me," Biden said. "I've tried to do my best to honor that trust." 
Biden later visited with Black business owners at SouthSide, an event space, and greeted supporters there while continuing to tout his accomplishments for Black voters and, in particular, the economic gains under his presidency. In the more intimate gathering, jointly hosted by the African-American Chamber of Commerce of Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Delaware, he also stressed to the crowd that "there's not a damn thing that a white man can do that a Black man can't do, or do better." 
The Black unemployment rate sits at 5.6%, according to the latest federal government data, compared with an average of about 8% from 2016 to 2020 and 11% from 2000 to 2015. Black household wealth has surged, and Biden's effort to cancel billions in student loan debt has disproportionately affected Black borrowers.
Biden also points to his appointment of Ketanji Brown Jackson as the first Black female justice on the U.S. Supreme Court and his pick of Harris as the first Black woman to serve as vice president.
The president's visit to Philadelphia follows a series of engagements with Black community members in recent weeks, including hosting plaintiffs in the 1954 Supreme Court decision that struck down institutionalized racial segregation in public schools, a commencement address at Morehouse College in Atlanta, and a virtual address to the Rev. Al Sharpton's racial justice conference.
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The Latest | Israel expands Rafah offensive, saying it now controls Gaza's entire border with Egypt
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    [image: Israeli soldiers drive a tank near the Israeli-Gaza border, in southern Israel, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)]
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[image: Palestinians fleeing from the southern Gaza city of Rafah during an Israeli ground and air offensive in the city on Tuesday, May 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi)]
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[image: Mothers of Israeli soldiers who serve in Gaza hold up their hands, painted red to symbolize blood, and block a road during a protest calling to end the war, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Oded Balilty)]
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[image: This Satellite image provided by Maxar Technologies shows a closer view of remaining section of the temporary pier on Wednesday, May 29, 2024 off Gaza. (Maxar Technologies via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 10 | This Satellite image provided by Maxar Technologies shows a closer view of remaining section of the temporary pier on Wednesday, May 29, 2024 off Gaza. (Maxar Technologies via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by the Office of Israeli lawmaker Danny Danon, shows former U.S Ambassador to the United Nations, Nikki Haley signing an Israeli artillery shell while touring Israel's northern border with Lebanon on Tuesday, May 28, 2024. Haley's visit comes as Israel faces heightened criticism for not doing enough to protect civilians in Gaza amid its war against Hamas, and days after Israeli airstrikes triggered a fire in a camp for displaced Palestinians that appeared to be one of the war's deadliest attacks. (Office of Israeli lawmaker Danny Danon via AP)]
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[image: People speak during a Security Council meeting about the war in Gaza at United Nations headquarters, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)]
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[image: An Israeli fighter jet releases flares, and a drone is seen from Rafah, Gaza Strip, on Tuesday, May 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 10 | An Israeli fighter jet releases flares, and a drone is seen from Rafah, Gaza Strip, on Tuesday, May 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Smoke billows after an explosion in the Gaza Strip, as seen from southern Israel, Tuesday, May 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: Palestinians fleeing from the southern Gaza city of Rafah during an Israeli ground and air offensive in the city on Tuesday, May 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 10 | Palestinians fleeing from the southern Gaza city of Rafah during an Israeli ground and air offensive in the city on Tuesday, May 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People stage a Pro-Palestinians protest at the Bologna Centrale train station in Bologna, Italy, Tuesday, May 28, 2024. (Michele Nucci/LaPresse via AP)]
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        The Latest | Israel expands Rafah offensive, saying it now controls Gaza's entire border with Egypt

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Israeli soldiers drive a tank near the Israeli-Gaza border, in southern Israel, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)]
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[image: Palestinians fleeing from the southern Gaza city of Rafah during an Israeli ground and air offensive in the city on Tuesday, May 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi)]
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[image: Mothers of Israeli soldiers who serve in Gaza hold up their hands, painted red to symbolize blood, and block a road during a protest calling to end the war, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Oded Balilty)]
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[image: This Satellite image provided by Maxar Technologies shows a closer view of remaining section of the temporary pier on Wednesday, May 29, 2024 off Gaza. (Maxar Technologies via AP)]
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[image: This photo provided by the Office of Israeli lawmaker Danny Danon, shows former U.S Ambassador to the United Nations, Nikki Haley signing an Israeli artillery shell while touring Israel's northern border with Lebanon on Tuesday, May 28, 2024. Haley's visit comes as Israel faces heightened criticism for not doing enough to protect civilians in Gaza amid its war against Hamas, and days after Israeli airstrikes triggered a fire in a camp for displaced Palestinians that appeared to be one of the war's deadliest attacks. (Office of Israeli lawmaker Danny Danon via AP)]
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[image: People speak during a Security Council meeting about the war in Gaza at United Nations headquarters, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)]
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[image: An Israeli fighter jet releases flares, and a drone is seen from Rafah, Gaza Strip, on Tuesday, May 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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[image: Smoke billows after an explosion in the Gaza Strip, as seen from southern Israel, Tuesday, May 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: Palestinians fleeing from the southern Gaza city of Rafah during an Israeli ground and air offensive in the city on Tuesday, May 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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Palestinians fleeing from the southern Gaza city of Rafah during an Israeli ground and air offensive in the city on Tuesday, May 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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[image: People stage a Pro-Palestinians protest at the Bologna Centrale train station in Bologna, Italy, Tuesday, May 28, 2024. (Michele Nucci/LaPresse via AP)]
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                                        Israel's military said Wednesday it has seized control of the entire length of Gaza's border with Egypt, without elaborating. Capturing the strategic Philadelphi corridor signals that Israel has deepened its offensive in southern Gaza.
Palestinians in the border city of Rafah reported heavy fighting Wednesday. Israel previously said it was carrying out limited operations in eastern Rafah along the Gaza-Egypt border. The United States and other allies of Israel have warned against a full-fledged offensive in the city, saying it would cause a humanitarian catastrophe. 
Fighting in Rafah has already spurred more than 1 million Palestinians to flee, most of whom had already been displaced in the war between Israel and Hamas. They now seek refuge in makeshift tent camps and other war-ravaged areas, where they lack shelter, food, water and other essentials for survival, the U.N. says. 

    


Earlier Wednesday, a top Israeli official said the war with Hamas is likely to last through the end of the year. Israel has vowed to expunge the militants from the entire Gaza Strip and has done so by a strategy of systematic destruction, at a huge cost in civilian lives.




Israeli bombardments and ground offensives in Gaza have killed more than 36,000 Palestinians, according to the Health Ministry, which doesn't distinguish between combatants and civilians. 
Israel launched its war in Gaza after Hamas' Oct. 7 attack in which militants stormed into southern Israel, killed some 1,200 people -- mostly civilians -- and abducted about 250. Israel says around 100 hostages are still captive in Gaza, along with the bodies of around 30 more. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Currently:
-- Israeli strikes kill at least 37 Palestinians, most in tents, near Gaza's Rafah.
-- Missile attacks damage a ship in the Red Sea off Yemen's coast, near previous Houthi rebel assaults.
-- A U.S.-built pier will be removed from the Gaza coast and repaired after damage from rough seas.

    


-- Algeria proposes a Security Council resolution demanding Israel halt its offensive in Rafah.
-- Palestinian prime minister visits Madrid after Spain, Norway and Ireland recognize Palestinian state.
Follow AP's coverage of the war in Gaza at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war.
Here's the latest:
U.N. SAYS AID FLOW INTO GAZA DROPPED 67% SINCE ISRAEL LAUNCHED RAFAH INVASION
UNITED NATIONS -- The amount of humanitarian aid flowing into Gaza has dropped by two thirds since Israel launched its ground offensive into the southern city of Rafah three weeks ago, the U.N. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs reported Wednesday.
The sharp decline in food, fuel, medicine and other aid comes while widespread Israeli bombardments as well as ground incursions and heavy fighting are affecting Gaza's north, center and south, U.N. spokesman Stephane Dujarric said, citing the humanitarian office.
The office, known as OCHA, reports the 67% drop in aid since May 7 is due to the closure of the border crossing from Egypt to Rafah, a key transit point, as well as the inability to safely pick up food and other items dropped off on the Palestinian side of Israel's Kerem Shalom crossing, plus limited deliveries through other points, Dujarric said.

    


As for Rafah, he said, OCHA reports that health, humanitarian relief, and social services are being forced to close due to expanded fighting, insecurity, Israeli evacuation orders and the need to transfer resources to other areas after more than a million Palestinians fled Rafah.
Dujarric said the U.N. World Health Organization reports that just one hospital in Rafah remains partially functional - the Al Emirati Maternity Hospital.
U.S. SAYS ISRAEL'S CAPTURING ENTIRE GAZA-EGYPT BORDER CORRIDOR WOULD NOT EXCEED 'LIMITED' GROUND INVASION PLAN
WASHINGTON -- White House national security spokesman John Kirby said Wednesday he would not confirm that Israel had seized all of the Philadelphi Corridor along Gaza's border with Egypt, saying, "It's not our op."
However, he said the move would be consistent with the "limited" ground operation that Israeli officials briefed President Joe Biden's team on for the city of Rafah.
"When they briefed us on their plans for Rafah it did include moving along that corridor and out of the city proper to put pressure on Hamas in the city," Kirby told reporters Wednesday.

    


The U.S. and other allies of Israel have warned against a full-fledged offensive in Rafah, with the Biden administration saying this would cross a "red line" and refusing to provide offensive arms for such an undertaking. But so far, it hasn't tried to stop Israel's advances through the city.
Israel said Wednesday it seized the Philadelphi Corridor to cut off smuggling tunnels. Israeli leaders have vowed to defeat Hamas' remaining fighters in Rafah.
The military said that a fifth brigade -- up to several thousand soldiers -- joined troops operating in the city on Tuesday.
Last week, the International Court of Justice ordered Israel to halt its Rafah offensive as part of South Africa's case accusing Israel of committing genocide against the Palestinians in Gaza, a charge Israel vehemently denies. 

    


U.S. SAYS A PROPOSED U.N. RESOLUTION ON GAZA CEASE-FIRE ISN'T 'HELPFUL'
UNITED NATIONS -- The United States says a proposed U.N. Security Council resolution demanding an immediate cease-fire in Gaza and a halt to Israel's military operations in the southern city of Rafah "is not going to be helpful."
Algeria, the Arab representative on the Security Council, circulated the draft resolution Tuesday evening to all 15 members after emergency council consultations about Rafah.
U.S. deputy ambassador Robert Wood told reporters ahead of Wednesday's Security Council monthly meeting on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict that "another resolution is not necessarily going to change anything on the ground."
The U.S. has vetoed multiple previous Security Council resolutions demanding a cease-fire in Gaza.
Wood said the U.S. is focused on getting agreement on a temporary pause in the fighting and the release of all hostages taken during Hamas' Oct. 7 attack on southern Israel, and then working on a long-term end to the war.
U.N. Mideast envoy Tor Wennesland told the council that "agreement on a deal to achieve a cease-fire and secure the release of hostages is blocked -- and as Israel rolls out a significant ground operation in and around Rafah, the devastation is only intensifying."
Majed Bamya, the Palestinian deputy ambassador, told the U.N. Security Council on Wednesday that adopting the resolution would be an important step "to force Israel to halt its military offensive and to withdraw its occupation forces, and to ensure an immediate cease-fire."
The draft resolution, circulated by Algeria's U.N. Ambassador Amar Bendjama, demands compliance with previous council resolutions calling for opening all border crossings and securing humanitarian access to Gaza's 2.3 million people who need food and other aid. Over a million people have fled Rafah in recent weeks to other parts of Gaza, but the U.N. stresses that no place is safe.
ISRAEL AIRSTRIKES IN SYRIA KILL A CHILD AND WOUND AT LEAST 10 CIVILIANS, STATE MEDIA AND A WAR MONITOR SAY
BEIRUT -- Israeli airstrikes inside Syria killed a child and wounded at least 10 civilians late Wednesday, state media and a war monitor said.
The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, a Britain-based war monitor, said the casualties were caused by an Israeli missile and a Syrian air defense missile falling on a house in the coastal city of Baniyas, and put the number of wounded civilians at 20. 
Syrian news agency SANA said its air defenses confronted the incoming strikes, but did not mention falling munitions.
Strikes also targeted the area around the city of Homs, which is roughly 85 kilometers (50 miles) inland from Baniyas, the two sources said. 
The war monitor said the strikes near Homs targeted the Lebanese militant group Hezbollah, which is allied with the Syrian government, and aimed at "military site within Hezbollah's areas of influence in the Homs countryside." The monitor said this was the 42nd apparent Israeli attack on Syria since the beginning of 2024.
Hezbollah, Iran's most militarily advanced proxy, has waged a low-intensity conflict with Israel since the start of the war in Gaza.
There was no immediate comment from Israel on the strikes. Israeli rarely acknowledges its strikes in Syria, but when it does it says it aims to counter Iranian influence in the country, which is a key conduit for weapons shipments from Iran to the Hezbollah. The city of Homs is roughly 25 kilometers (15 miles) from the border with Lebanon.
An apparent Israeli airstrike on an Iranian Consulate in Syria last month triggered a series of escalatory attacks between Iran and Israel that threatened to set off a wider war, although the two regional archrivals have recently seemed to dial back tensions.
NIKKI HALEY WRITES 'FINISH THEM' ON ISRAELI ARTILLERY SHELL 
JERUSALEM -- Nikki Haley has signed an Israeli artillery shell with the words "finish them" while touring the country's northern border with Lebanon.
Haley, a former contender for the Republican presidential nomination, is visiting the Mideast this week and met Wednesday with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and families of Israelis taken hostage into Gaza. Haley also toured areas struck by Hamas' Oct. 7 attack.
Haley, who served as U.N. ambassador during the Trump administration, visited an Israeli military post Tuesday with Israel's former ambassador to the U.N., Danny Danon. His office shared the photos of the signed artillery shell.
"Finish them! America (heart) Israel. Always Nikki Haley," read the message she left on the munition.
Haley's visit comes as Israel faces heightened criticism for not doing enough to protect civilians in Gaza amid its war against Hamas, and days after Israeli airstrikes triggered a fire in a camp for displaced Palestinians that appeared to be one of the war's deadliest attacks.
Israel has been battling Hezbollah militants in Lebanon along its northern border throughout he war in Gaza.
U.N. MIDEAST ENVOY SAYS GAZA WAR COULD SPARK REGIONAL CONFLICT
UNITED NATIONS - The United Nations' Mideast envoy is warning that the risk of "a regional conflagration" is mounting every day that the seven-month Israel-Hamas war in Gaza continues.
Tor Wennesland told the U.N. Security Council on Wednesday that the West Bank "remains a pressure-cooker of negative trends," and there are ongoing exchanges of fire between Israel and Hezbollah militants across the Israel-Lebanon border, as well as between Syria and Israel on the Golan Heights.
"In addition to the deeply concerning escalation between Israel and Iran witnessed last month, aerial attacks toward Israel from militants in the region and Houthi attacks against international shipping in the Red Sea persisted," he said. "This is a combustible mix."
Wennesland, the U.N. special coordinator for the Middle East peace process, said nearly two million Palestinians in Gaza have been displaced, many of them multiple times, and some 100,000 Israelis have been displaced in the country's north and south.
"Agreement on a deal to achieve a cease-fire and secure the release of hostages is blocked and as Israel rolls out a significant ground operation in and around Rafah, the devastation is only intensifying," Wennesland said.
He stressed that "this trajectory must change if we are to avoid further catastrophe."
Wennesland urged Israel and the Palestinians to return to the negotiating table immediately "in good faith" and reiterated U.N. calls for the immediate release of the Israeli hostages in Gaza and a humanitarian cease-fire.
The U.N. envoy also issued an urgent call to strengthen the institutions of the Palestinian Authority "before it is too late." He said he warned over a year ago that 30 years of state-building for the Palestinians was "at grave risk." He said this risk is even more acute today, "and the consequences are even more serious."
"Affirming a path to the two-state solution means preserving and safeguarding the very institutions that are meant to govern such a state," Wennesland said. "Moreover, these institutions will be vital to the essential objective of ensuring Palestinian-led governance in Gaza."
FRANCE'S MACRON OFFERS CONDOLENCES FOR 'INTOLERABLE HUMAN TOLL' OF WAR IN GAZA, IN CALL WITH PALESTINIAN PRESIDENT 
PARIS -- French President Emmanuel Macron expressed his "sincere condolences" to the Palestinian people for the "intolerable human toll" of Israel's military offensive in Gaza, in a phone call Wednesday with Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas.
The talks followed Israel's deadly bombing of a tent camp for displaced people in Rafah on Sunday, the statement said.
Macron and Abbas called for an "immediate end" to Israel's military intervention in Gaza in line with the International Court of Justice's order, according to the statement.
Macron told "France's determination to work with Algeria and its partners" at the U.N. to ensure that the Security Council expresses a "strong position" on Rafah, and to pursue efforts in support of the French draft resolution.
Abbas leads the Western-backed Palestinian Authority, which administers parts of the Israeli-occupied West Bank, cooperates with Israel on security matters and favors a negotiated two-state solution. Its forces were driven out of Gaza by Hamas when the militants seized power there in 2007.
ISRAEL SAYS ITS FORCES HAVE SEIZED CONTROL OF GAZA'S ENTIRE BORDER WITH EGYPT
JERUSALEM -- Israel's military said Wednesday it has seized control of a strategic corridor that runs along the length of Gaza's border with Egypt. The military had no further immediate details.
Known as the Philadelphi Corridor, the narrow strip is about 100 meters (yards) wide in parts and runs the 14-kilometer (8.6-mile) length of the Gaza side of the border with Egypt. It includes the Rafah crossing into Egypt.
Smuggling tunnels between Egypt and the Gaza Strip have been dug under the area.
The corridor is part of a larger demilitarized zone along both sides of the entire Israel-Egypt border.
Under the Egyptian-Israeli peace accord, each side is allowed to deploy only a tiny number of troops or border guards in the zone. At the time of the accord, Israeli troops controlled Gaza, until Israel withdrew its forces and settlers in 2005. Hamas has had free rein of the border since its 2007 takeover.
BRAZIL WITHDRAWS AMBASSADOR TO ISRAEL AFTER PRESIDENT CRITICIZES WAR IN GAZA
RIO DE JANEIRO -- Brazil's President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva has withdrawn his ambassador to Israel after months of tensions between the two countries over the war in Gaza. 
Wednesday's move was announced in Brazil's official gazette. Lula has been a frequent critic of Israel's offensive in Gaza, which he compared to the Holocaust earlier this year. That led Israel's Foreign Minister Israel Katz to summon the Brazilian ambassador to the national Holocaust museum in Jerusalem for a public reprimand. 
Israel says its war in Gaza is a defensive action triggered by Hamas' unprecedented assault and rejects any comparisons of its offensive to the Holocaust.
Earlier this month, Colombia broke diplomatic relations with Israel. Colombia's President Gustavo Petro had previously suspended purchases of weapons from Israel and had also compared that country's actions in Gaza to those of Nazi Germany.
NETANYAHU COALITION PARTNER CRITICIZES HANDLING OF WAR IN GAZA
JERUSALEM -- A key governing partner of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu criticized on Wednesday the Israeli leader's handling of the war with Hamas.
Gadi Eisenkot, a former military chief, accused Netanyahu of deluding the Israeli public with a "catchy slogan" -- the goal of "total victory" over Hamas -- when reality was more complex. He suggested a quick victory wasn't possible, and that it would take three to five years to "stabilize" Gaza and "many more" to create an alternative to Hamas.
He said he doubted that destroying Hamas' battalions in the southern Gaza city of Rafah would lead to hostages being freed, again accusing Netanyahu of "spreading a false illusion" to the Israeli public. He spoke at a security conference in central Israel.
Eisenkot, whose party joined Netanyahu's government in the first days after the war was sparked with Hamas' Oct. 7 attack, has previously criticized the government's approach to freeing the hostages, saying only a cease-fire could secure their release.
Eisenkot called for early elections, saying they were needed to restore the public's trust in its leadership.
Eisenkot's National Unity party has set a June 8 ultimatum, threatening to quit the government if Netanyahu does not change tack in the war. The party is led by Benny Gantz, a popular centrist on Israel's three-member War Cabinet.
UNITED STATES CRITICIZES ISRAEL'S FAILURE TO PROTECT CIVILIANS IN GAZA AND ITS BARRIERS TO AID
UNITED NATIONS - The United States is criticizing Israel for failing to do enough to protect Palestinian civilians, for its barriers preventing aid to flow into Gaza, and for attacks by settlers on humanitarian convoys heading to the territory.
Speaking on behalf of the Biden administration, U.S. deputy ambassador Robert Wood reiterated the United States' position "that Israel must avoid a major military operation in the heart of Rafah that would put a huge number of civilians at risk."
"We continue to believe there are alternatives to a major operation that would better advance Israel's goal of the enduring defeat of Hamas, and also protect innocent Palestinians," he told the U.N. Security Council on Wednesday.
Israel says it is carrying out limited operations in eastern Rafah along the Gaza-Egypt border but Palestinians in Rafah reported heavy fighting Wednesday as Israeli forces pressed their assault.
Wood said the United States is "heartbroken and horrified" by the death of dozens of Palestinians and serious injury to over 200 others in a tent camp for the displaced in Rafah as the result of an Israeli airstrike on May 26. The United States calls for "a swift, transparent and comprehensive investigation," he said.
Israel has said the airstrike was aimed at two senior Hamas members who were killed, however, Wood stressed that while Israel has the right to defend itself it also has obligations to protect civilians.
"The fact that Hamas leaders and fighters hide among civilians does not lessen the requirement for Israel to conduct its operations in accordance with international humanitarian law," he said. Those laws require combatants to protect civilians and civilian infrastructure.
The United States also calls on Israel "to remove all barriers to the flow of aid at scale through all crossings and routes," Wood said, stressing that "as Gaza faces famine, it is essential we increase food, fuel and supplies reaching those in need."
And the U.S. says Israel "must connect its military operations to a political strategy that can ensure the lasting defeat of Hamas, the release of all the hostages and a better future for the Palestinian people," Wood told the council.
"The continued pattern of significant civilian harm resulting from incidents like Sunday's airstrikes undermines Israel's strategic goals in Gaza," the U,S, envoy said.
ISRAELI FORCES BEAR RESPONSIBILITY FOR DEADLY TENT CAMP FIRE IN RAFAH, SAYS PALESTINIAN HEALTH MINISTER: 'THEY PULLED THE TRIGGER'
GENEVA -- The Palestinian health minister said Wednesday that Israeli forces should not have launched airstrikes that set fire to a tent camp housing displaced Palestinians and insisted that no matter the exact cause of dozens of deaths there, "they pulled the trigger" in a military operation.
Israel's military has suggested the airstrikes sparked a secondary explosion, possibly from Palestinian militants' weapons, and caused the huge fire that swept through the tents. Gaza health officials say 45 people were killed. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said the fire resulted from a "tragic mishap."
Dr. Maged Abu Ramadan said Israeli forces never should never have attacked the zone around the tent camp.
"They know that this is an area for civilians. It was designated by the IDF itself," he said, using an acronym for the Israeli military. "It is simple. Whatever the cause, whether it was their bomb or it was something else. It is therefore they triggered -- they pulled the trigger."
Abu Ramadan also cited press reports about the types of weapons used by Israeli forces, insisting that no matter the size of the bombs, "killing is killing."
He said Israel has not offered Palestinian authorities any indication about when a critical border crossing at Rafah could be reopened to allow badly needed humanitarian aid into Gaza and the evacuation of wounded and ill patients.
He called on the United States to "press hard" to get Israel to reopen the crossing. Israeli troops seized the Rafah border crossing three weeks ago, and all land crossings are now entirely controlled by Israel.
Abu Ramadan is the minister of health for the internationally recognized Palestinian Authority, based in the Israeli-occupied West Bank. He spoke to reporters on the sidelines of the World Health Organization's annual assembly in Geneva.
WORLD CENTRAL KITCHEN SUSPENDS MAIN OPERATIONS IN GAZA 
World Central Kitchen said Wednesday that "ongoing attacks" in the Israeli offensive on Rafah had forced it to suspend operation of its main kitchen there.
The group also is having to move many of its smaller kitchens farther north in Gaza, away from the offensive, it said in a post on X.
A growing Israeli military push this month into the Rafah area in pursuit of Hamas has uprooted a million people from the city, according to the U.N. Rafah had been crowded with families seeking refuge as Israel's offensive in Gaza pushed south across Gaza.
One of the group's kitchens in the city of Deir al-Balah, one of the sites where displaced Palestinians are fleeing to now in their latest quest for safety, was now serving up the biggest shares of meals, World Central Kitchen said in a separate statement.
Opening Sunday of the border crossing between Gaza and Israel, which had been closed for weeks after Israeli forces took over the Palestinian side of the border, has been "critical to get much needed supplies," World Central Kitchen said in the statement.
The group has been able to get in nearly 60 trucks in the three days since, it said.
World Central Kitchen, a global disaster relief program run by chef Jose Andres, earlier had suspended its work in Gaza after a targeted Israeli attack on April 1 killed seven of its workers. The group announced its return to operations there late last month.
SEN. GRAHAM SLAMS U.N. COURT, CALLS ITS CHIEF JUSTICE 'ANTISEMITE'
JERUSALEM -- U.S. Sen. Lindsey Graham on Wednesday slammed the top United Nations court, calling it "a joke" and its chief justice "a raving antisemite."
Graham made the comments in a meeting with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in Jerusalem, on the senator's fifth visit to Israel since the Israel-Hamas war began in October. 
Graham's remarks came days after the International Court of Justice in The Hague ruled that Israel must halt its offensive in the southern Gaza city of Rafah immediately.
Graham also promised action against the International Criminal Court, whose prosecutor has requested arrest warrants for Netanyahu, his defense minister and three Hamas leaders on war crimes charges.
"We will do all we can ... to hold the ICC (to) account for this outrage against the people of Israel," said Graham, a Republican from South Carolina.
Senate Republicans have threatened sanctions against ICC personnel over the decision. The Biden administration has also criticized the decision and said it would work with lawmakers to come up with an appropriate response, should one be needed.
ISRAELI OFFICIAL SAYS WAR LIKELY TO LAST THROUGH END OF YEAR 
TEL AVIV, Israel -- Israel's national security adviser says the war with Hamas is likely to last through the end of the year.
In an interview with Israel's Kan public broadcaster on Wednesday, Tzachi Hanegbi said "we are expecting another seven months of fighting" to destroy the military and governing capabilities of Hamas and the smaller Islamic Jihad militant group.
His remarks came as Israel finds itself increasingly isolated on the world stage nearly eight months into the war triggered by Hamas' Oct. 7 attack, with even the United States and other close allies expressing outrage over the toll on civilians.
Hanegbi defended Israel's ongoing operations in Rafah, on Gaza's border with Egypt, saying the frontier had become a "smuggling kingdom" since Hamas seized power in Gaza in 2007.
"Every rocket, every explosive device, every shot fired at Israel is because that border was breached," he said.
He said Israel now controls around 75% of the narrow buffer zone between Egypt and Gaza that was created as part of the 1979 peace treaty between Israel and Egypt.
Egypt has expressed grave concerns about Israel's Rafah offensive, saying it threatens the peace treaty.
TURKISH PRESIDENT SLAMS ISRAEL'S NETANAHU, CALLING HIM A VAMPIRE AFTER STRIKES ON RAFAH
ANKARA, Turkey -- Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan lashed out at Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on Wednesday, calling him a psychopath and a "vampire that feeds on blood" following Israeli airstrikes on the southern Gaza city of Rafah that triggered a deadly fire in a camp for displaced people.
In a speech to legislators from his ruling party, Erdogan held the United States and European nations responsible for the deaths while also criticizing the Islamic Cooperation Organization for failing to take joint action against Israel.
"Oh, the American state, this blood is on your hands also. You are responsible for this genocide at least as much as Israel. Oh, the heads of state and government of Europe, you are also a party to Israel's genocide, this barbarism, this vampire-like act of Israel, because you remained silent," Erdogan said.
3 ISRAELI SOLDIERS KILLED IN RAFAH, MILITARY SAYS
TEL AVIV, Israel -- Three soldiers have been killed in Rafah during the ongoing fighting in the southernmost city in Gaza, the Israeli military said Wednesday.
Israeli media reported that the soldiers were killed in an ambush by an explosive device Tuesday, adding that three other soldiers were wounded.
Palestinians on Wednesday reported heavy fighting in different parts of Rafah. Israel appears to be broadening its incursion, which has already caused over 1 million people to flee the city. Most had already been displaced earlier in the war.
Israel launched what it said was a limited incursion into Rafah on May 6, focused on the Gaza-Egypt border, which it says Hamas has long used to smuggle arms. It says Rafah is the last major stronghold for Hamas, but the militants have regrouped elsewhere in Gaza.
The military says at least 290 soldiers have been killed since the ground operation in Gaza began in October.
IFRC JOINS GROWING CALLS FOR A CEASE-FIRE AND DESPERATELY NEEDED AID IN GAZA
MANILA, Philippines -- The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies joined growing calls Wednesday for a cease-fire and humanitarian aid access to the Gaza Strip, saying these were critically needed to ease the horrific suffering of civilians trapped in the seven-month conflict.
"It's absolutely imperative," IFRC President Kate Forbes told The Associated Press in an interview in the Philippine capital, Manila, where she was to hold a series of meetings. "First, we have to have a government solution to get a cease-fire so that we can get access and then, we will give aid to both sides."
Some areas need "psychosocial support and in some, it's going to be absolute aid," said Forbes, who rose to the presidency of the world's largest humanitarian network in December.
"I've said this is both a sprint and a marathon. We need to get aid in immediately in Gaza for people who have malnutrition, there's not adequate sanitation," she said. "But it's going to be a marathon in that there's going to be aid that's going to be needed for decades to repair Gaza and the people there."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/israel-iran-hamas-latest-05-29-2024-c5f48e99dd5b7704df7c9b37ba6d16c2



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Less than 2% of philanthropic giving goes to women and girls. Can Melinda French Gates change that?

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Co-chair of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation Melinda French Gates speaks at the forum Empowering Women as Entrepreneurs and Leaders during the World Bank/IMF Spring Meetings at the International Monetary Fund (IMF) headquarters in Washington, on April 13, 2023. French Gates says she will be donating $1 billion over the next two years to individuals and organizations working on behalf of women and families globally, including on reproductive rights in the United States. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)]
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                                        Melinda French Gates ' has a long history of supporting the women's movement, but it's her new eye-popping funding commitments that could finally change women's groups' long-running lament that less than 2% of philanthropic giving in the United States directly benefits women and girls.
That 2% ceiling could be broken thanks to French Gates' $1 billion commitment announced Tuesday and the momentum generated if others join her, said Jacqueline Ackerman, interim director of the Women's Philanthropy Institute at the Indiana University Lilly Family School of Philanthropy. The institute has researched giving to women and girls since 2019 and found that while the overall amount has increased over the years, it's never exceeded 2% of overall charitable dollars. In 2020, the most recent year of WPI's analysis, women and girls received $8.8 billion out of a total $471.4 billion given to charities overall. 

    


"One donor does have the potential to make a difference," Ackerman said. "But for that to be sustained long term, for that to change the numbers for more than just 1 or 2 years, you really do have to inspire others and be part of a movement.




French Gates has been a philanthropist for decades, as a co-founder of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation twenty years ago and then, with the organization she founded in 2015, Pivotal Ventures. Ackerman said her philanthropy follows many trends of the way women give in that they are more likely to use all of their resources, including philanthropic giving, building a strong network, advocating for the causes they care about publicly, and, in French Gates' case, for-profit investments. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Melinda French Gates has used tools like collaborative giving in the past, has used her voice and her network, and her platform to advocate for women and girls," Ackerman said. "And so, there's every indication that she knows this and that she does intend to use her platform to spur more giving by others."

    


Earlier this month, French Gates announced she would leave the Gates Foundation and as part of that departure, received $12 billion from Bill Gates, the billionaire co-founder of Microsoft and her ex-husband, for her philanthropy going forward. 
The Associated Press receives financial support for news coverage in Africa from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and for news coverage of women in the workforce and state governments from Pivotal Ventures. The Gates Foundation also provides funding to the Women's Philanthropy Institute. 
French Gates' latest pledge to spend $1 billion by the end of 2026 builds on previous major commitments and now years of funding organizations who work across a range of issues related to women and girls. French Gates has funded the organization Crystal Echo Hawk founded, IllumiNative, which supports the power of Native Americans through movement building and research. 
Earlier this month, Echo Hawk said she received an email directly from French Gates asking her to be one of 12 people who receive $20 million and donate it however they choose.

    


As part of that, Echo Hawk will have the support of the National Philanthropic Trust, who will hold and disperse the funds, to research the landscape of opportunities to support Native women and girls. She sees that research as one of the critical and important outcomes of French Gates' commitment, in addition to the direct financial support to her community. 
"This is just such an important learning opportunity," Echo Hawk said.. "It's not just about money. It's about building partnerships and understanding." 
French Gates has experience collaborating with other donors as she did in 2020 in a competition that gave away $40 million to four organizations to accelerate progress toward gender equality in the United States. That funding was pooled from author and billionaire MacKenzie Scott and the Charles and Lynn Schusterman Family Foundation. She also committed more than $5 million to a matching program run by the organization, Women Moving Millions, to encourage its members to, again, give to advance women's power and influence. 

    


"What is different is the size of actually the amount of resources she's talking about moving," said Sarah Haacke Byrd, CEO of Women Moving Millions. She pointed to the small percentage of funding that goes towards women's and girls as hampering the ability of organizations and the movement to respond quickly and to enact long term strategies. 
Grantee organizations declined to disclose the size of the grants they received from French Gates. But across fields, from the National Domestic Workers Alliance to the Ms. Foundation for Women, the grantees described the funding as coming at a moment of great threat to the rights and power of women, but also, when activism, momentum and awareness for their movement is surging.
"In our fight to protect free and fair elections, we're up against a well-funded, well-coordinated, anti-democracy machine that's spewing disinformation and running dangerous candidates for office," said Joanna Lydgate, co-founder and CEO of the States United Democracy Center, another recipient of new funding from Pivotal Ventures. 

    


Ai-jen Poo president, National Domestic Workers Alliance, said she thinks it will be her generation that ushers in a new social safety net that provides paid leave to allow workers to take care of family members, creates affordable child care and pays domestic workers living wages. She sees French Gates' commitment as a call to action and an inspiration for others to follow.
"I would not be surprised, in fact I expect to see many, many more women come forward and in whatever capacity they have, rise to this moment courageously," she said. 
___
Associated Press coverage of philanthropy and nonprofits receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content. For all of AP's philanthropy coverage, visit https://apnews.com/hub/philanthropy.
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A nurse honored for compassion is fired after referring to Gaza 'genocide' in speech

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Health care workers walk in and out of the entrance at NYU-Langone Hospital on Monday, Dec. 14, 2020, in New York. A nurse was fired by the hospital after she referred to Israel's war in Gaza as "genocide" during a speech accepting an award. Labor and delivery nurse Hesen Jabr, who is Palestinian American, was being honored by NYU Langone Health for her compassion in caring for mothers who had lost babies when she drew a link between her work and the suffering of mothers in Gaza. (AP Photo/Kevin Hagen, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- A nurse was fired by a New York City hospital after she referred to Israel's war in Gaza as a "genocide" during a speech accepting an award.
Labor and delivery nurse Hesen Jabr, who is Palestinian American, was being honored by NYU Langone Health for her compassion in caring for mothers who had lost babies when she drew a link between her work and the suffering of mothers in Gaza.
"It pains me to see the women from my country going through unimaginable losses themselves during the current genocide in Gaza," Jabr said, according to a video of the May 7 speech that she posted on social media. "This award is deeply personal to me for those reasons."
Jabr wrote on Instagram that she arrived at work on May 22 for her first shift back after receiving the award when she was summoned to a meeting with the hospital's president and vice president of nursing "to discuss how I 'put others at risk' and 'ruined the ceremony' and 'offended people' because a small part of my speech was a tribute towards the grieving mothers in my country."

    


She wrote that after working most of her shift she was "dragged once again to an office" where she was read her termination letter and then escorted out of the building.




A spokesperson for NYU Langone, Steve Ritea, confirmed that Jabr was fired following her speech and said there had been "a previous incident as well."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Hesen Jabr was warned in December, following a previous incident, not to bring her views on this divisive and charged issue into the workplace," Mr. Ritea said in a statement. "She instead chose not to heed that at a recent employee recognition event that was widely attended by her colleagues, some of whom were upset after her comments. As a result, Jabr is no longer an NYU Langone employee."
Ritea did not provide any details of the previous incident.
Jabr defended her speech in an interview with The New York Times and said talking about the war "was so relevant" given the nature of the award she had won.

    


"It was an award for bereavement; it was for grieving mothers," she said.
Gaza's Ministry of Health says that more than 36,000 people have been killed in the territory during the war that started with the Oct. 7 Hamas attack on Israel. Around 80% of Gaza's population of 2.3 million has been displaced and U.N. officials say parts of the territory are experiencing famine.
Critics say Israel's military campaign amounts to genocide, and the government of South Africa formally accused the country of genocide in January when it asked the United Nations' top court to order a halt to Israeli military operations in Gaza.
Israel has denied the genocide charge and told the International Court of Justice it is doing everything it can to protect Gaza's civilian population.
Jabr is not the first employee at the hospital, which was renamed from NYU Medical Center after a major donation from Republican Party donor and billionaire Kenneth Langone, to be fired over comments about the Mideast conflict. 
A prominent researcher who directed the hospital's cancer center was fired after he posted anti-Hamas political cartoons including caricatures of Arab people. That researcher, biologist Benjamin Neel, has since filed suit against the hospital.
Jabr's firing also was not her first time in the spotlight. When she was an 11-year-old in Louisiana, the American Civil Liberties Union filed a lawsuit on her behalf after she was forced to accept a Bible from the principal of her public school.
"This is not my first rodeo," she told the Times.
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To recuse or refuse? A look at Supreme Court justices' decisions on whether to step aside in cases
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    [image: FILE - Supreme Court Justice Samuel Alito Jr., left, and his wife Martha-Ann Alito, pay their respects at the casket of Reverend Billy Graham at the Rotunda of the U.S. Capitol Building in Washington, Feb. 28, 2018. (AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais, File)]
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[image: FILE - Associate Justice Samuel Alito joins other members of the Supreme Court as they pose for a new group portrait, Oct. 7, 2022, at the Supreme Court building in Washington. Alito rejects calls to step aside from Supreme Court cases on Trump and Jan. 6. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- In declining to step aside from two high-profile Supreme Court cases, Justice Samuel Alito on Wednesday provided a rare window on the opaque process by which justices decide to step aside from cases.
Alito faced calls from Democrats to recuse from two cases involving former President Donald Trump and Jan. 6 defendants because of the controversy over flags that flew over his homes.
Both flags were like those carried by rioters who violently stormed the Capitol in January 2021 while echoing Trump's false claims of election fraud.
Revelations about the flags came as the court is considering cases related to the Jan. 6 riot, including charges faced by the rioters and whether Trump has immunity from prosecution on election interference charges.
In letters to members of Congress, Alito said he had no involvement in flying an upside-down flag over his home in 2021 and an "Appeal to Heaven" flag at his New Jersey beach house last year. He said his wife, Martha-Ann, was responsible for both flags. His impartiality, he said, could not reasonably be questioned.

    


The explanation is unlikely to satisfy Democratic critics, but they have little recourse.




A look at the Supreme Court's recusal process:
THERE OUGHT TO BE A LAW
There is, as well as a recently adopted Supreme Court ethics code to guide the justices, though there's really no means of enforcing either. 
A law that applies to Supreme Court justices and all other federal judges lays out several criteria that require recusal.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The language most relevant in Alito's case reads, "Any justice, judge, or magistrate judge of the United States shall disqualify himself in any proceeding in which his impartiality might reasonably be questioned."
The court's code of conduct says a justice ordinarily has a duty to take part in cases since justices, unlike lower-court judges, can't be replaced when there's a conflict. The code differs from the federal law by saying a justice "should," rather than "shall," disqualify himself or herself. It also says that only an impartial and reasonable person who is "aware of all relevant circumstances" can validly call for recusal.

    


WHO DECIDES?
Supreme Court justices decide for themselves whether and when to recuse from a case. On rare occasions, a party to a case will ask a justice to recuse. 
In one notable example, the Sierra Club asked Justice Antonin Scalia to recuse from a 2004 case about an energy task force convened by then-Vice President Dick Cheney after reports that Scalia and Cheney, old friends, went duck-hunting together.
Scalia spent 21 pages explaining his decision not to recuse, acknowledging that he accepted an invitation to fly to a Louisiana hunting camp on Cheney's government plane, but denying that they actually hunted or spent any significant time together.
"If it is reasonable to think that a Supreme Court justice can be bought so cheap, the nation is in deeper trouble than I had imagined," Scalia wrote.
"Since I do not believe my impartiality can reasonably be questioned, I do not think it would be proper for me to recuse," he wrote. 

    


Ultimately, the only consequence for a justice's refusal to recuse is also a highly unlikely one: impeachment by the House of Representatives and removal from office by the Senate. That's never happened.
ALITO'S EXPLANATION
Alito pointed to the Supreme Court's ethics code to explain that justices have an obligation to take part in a case unless their impartiality might reasonably be questioned. In this instance, he said, anyone "not motivated by political or ideological considerations or a desire to affect the outcome of Supreme Court cases" would see that recusal is not required.
The justice wrote that in both instances, the flags were flown by his wife and were not hoisted to identify with Capitol rioters or the "Stop the Steal Movement." Alito said he was unaware of the "Appeal to Heaven" flag's association with the effort to undo the 2020 election results. In 2021, he said he urged his wife to take down the inverted U.S. flag, but she refused for several days.
Alito defended his wife's right to her express herself and also detailed some of the sacrifices she has made because of his Supreme Court service, "including the insult of having to endure numerous, loud, obscene, and personally insulting protests in front of our home that continue to this day and now threaten to escalate."

    


DO JUSTICES EVER RECUSE?
Yes, it happens all the time. Most recently, Justice Brett Kavanaugh noted his recusal from the court's rejection Tuesday of lawyer Michael Avenatti's appeal of his criminal conviction for attempting to extort up to $25 million from Nike. Although Kavanaugh didn't say why, it seems likely that he sat out the case because Avenatti represented one of the women who accused Kavanaugh, during his Supreme Court confirmation hearings, of sexual misconduct. Kavanaugh has denied any impropriety.

    


Other examples are when justices, including Alito, hold even a tiny investment in a company with a case before the court. Last year, Alito didn't take part in an appeal involving Phillips 66. He didn't explain his decision, but his financial disclosure showed he owns between $15,000 and $50,000 in company stock.
One other common reason for recusal is when justices have dealt with cases in previous jobs, either in the executive branch or as lower-court judges. Last week, Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson and Kavanaugh recused from a case involving former Guantanamo detainee Omar Khadr, whose case had previously been before the federal appeals court in Washington on which Jackson and Kavanaugh both served. Jackson noted the reason for her recusal, but Kavanaugh didn't.
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Charges against world's top golfer Scottie Scheffler dropped after arrest outside PGA Championship

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Criminal charges against Scottie Scheffler have been dismissed, ending a legal saga that began with images of the world's top golfer being arrested and handcuffed in Louisville during the PGA Championship.
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        Charges against world's top golfer Scottie Scheffler dropped after arrest outside PGA Championship
Criminal charges against Scottie Scheffler have been dismissed, ending a legal saga that began with images of the world's top golfer being arrested and handcuffed in Louisville during the PGA Championship.
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            Cameras captures arrest of top-ranked golfer Scottie Scheffler outside PGA Championship

        
        
            Louisville, Kentucky police released video showing the arrest of top-ranked golfer Scottie Scheffler outside the PGA Championship, after noting they didn't have body camera video from the officer involved because it wasn't activated.
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    [image: FILE - Scottie Scheffler speaks during a news conference after the second round of the PGA Championship golf tournament at the Valhalla Golf Club, Friday, May 17, 2024, in Louisville, Ky. Criminal charges against Scheffler have been dismissed, ending a legal saga that began with images of the world's top male golfer being arrested and handcuffed in Louisville during the PGA Championship. (AP Photo/Matt York, File)]
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[image: Jefferson County Attorney Mike O'Connell addresses the court as he dismisses all charges against golfer Scottie Scheffler, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, at the Jefferson County Hall of Justice in Louisville, Ky. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)]
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[image: Jefferson County Attorney Mike O'Connell, right, hands a document to Steve Romines, attorney for golfer Scottie Scheffler before court proceedings at the Jefferson County Hall of Justice in Louisville, Ky., Wednesday, May 29, 2024. Criminal charges against Scottie Scheffler have been dismissed, ending a legal saga that began with images of the world's top male golfer being arrested and handcuffed in Louisville during the PGA Championship. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)]
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[image: Jefferson County Attorney Mike O'Connell speaks to reporters outside the Hall of Justice after dismissing the case against golfer Scottie Scheffler, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Louisville, Ky.,(AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)]
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[image: Steve Romines, attorney for PGA golfer Scottie Scheffler, speaks to reporters outside the Jefferson County Hall of Justice in Louisville, Ky., Wednesday, May 29, 2024. The Jefferson County Attorney dropped all charges against Scheffler for an incident that happened during the PGA Championship held earlier this month. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)]
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                                        LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) -- Criminal charges against Scottie Scheffler have been dismissed, ending a legal saga that began with images of the world's top golfer being arrested and handcuffed in Louisville during the PGA Championship.
Jefferson County Attorney Mike O'Connell asked a judge Wednesday afternoon to drop the four charges against Scheffler, who was not required to be in the courtroom. The prosecutor said Scheffler's explanation that he had a misunderstanding with police directing traffic was "corroborated by the evidence." 
"Based upon the totality of the evidence, my office cannot move forward in the prosecution of the charges filed against Mr. Scheffler," O'Connell said during the short hearing. 
Scheffler said in an Instagram post Wednesday that his May 17 arrest and jailing was an "unfortunate misunderstanding" during a "chaotic situation."

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Charges against world's top golfer Scottie Scheffler dropped after arrest outside PGA Championship
    

    
    
    Charges against the world's No. 1 golfer have been dismissed following a court hearing Wednesday. Correspondent Gethin Coolbaugh has the story.

    


    


"I wish to put this incident behind me, and I hope (the officer) will do the same. Police officers have a difficult job and I hold them in high regard," Scheffler said.
Scheffler had been charged with a felony for assaulting a police officer with his vehicle, along with three misdemeanors. The arresting officer, Detective Bryan Gillis, was outside the gate of Valhalla Golf Course directing traffic after a pedestrian death when he encountered Scheffler. 




Video of Scheffler in handcuffs being escorted by officers quickly spread on the internet, followed by a mug shot of Scheffler in an orange jumpsuit from Louisville's jail.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

O'Connell said Wednesday that his office thoroughly reviewed evidence in the case before deciding to dismiss charges.
"The evidence we reviewed supports the conclusion that Detective Gillis was concerned for public safety at the scene when he initiated contact with Mr. Scheffler," O'Connell said. "However, Mr. Scheffler's actions and the evidence surrounding their exchange during this misunderstanding do not satisfy the elements of any criminal offenses."

    


Scheffler was not aware there had been a pedestrian death, and several PGA-marked vehicles like Scheffler's were able to enter the course without a problem, O'Connell said. But a passenger bus attempting to enter was halted and told to turn around. Gillis was on the scene stopping vehicles so the bus would have room to pivot, and Scheffler's car was among the first to reach the point where Gillis was stopping traffic, O'Connell said.
Gillis said in a police report that Scheffler then "refused to comply and accelerated forward, dragging" Gillis to the ground. Gillis said his uniform pants were damaged in the fall and he was taken to the hospital for his injuries.
A surveillance video released by Louisville police last week showed Gillis pursuing Scheffler's vehicle on foot and stopping him from entering the course. Scheffler is later pulled from the car and cuffed. But the video did not show Gillis' first contact with Scheffler, authorities said.
Gillis has been disciplined for not activating his body-worn camera during the arrest. In a report on that failure, Gillis wrote that Scheffler had "demanded to be let in" the golf course.

    


The famous golfer spent a brief stint in a jail cell, then returned to the course for the second round. He finished the tournament tied for eighth place.
Scheffler's attorney, Steve Romines, said eyewitness accounts confirmed that the officer was not dragged by his client's car.
"The more evidence that comes out, the more it shows that Scottie was a victim here. And I think everybody sees something like this happen and realizes they're one wrong turn ... from going to jail themselves," he said after the hearing.
Romines also said there were grounds for a civil lawsuit against Louisville police but Scheffler is not interested in pursuing litigation.
"Scottie Scheffler doesn't want the taxpayers of Louisville to have to pay him a dime," he said.
O'Connell and Romines also addressed the death of the pedestrian, a 69-year-old tournament volunteer named John Mills.
"The events that led us here today began with a tragedy ... and my hope is more attention will soon be paid to Mr. Mills and his life," O'Connell said. 

    


Romines said he has spoken to Mills' family to extend condolences from Scheffler. 
"These kind of tournaments can't go on without people like John Mills working out there," Romines said.
___
Associated Press writer Bruce Schreiner contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/scottie-scheffler-police-arrest-louisville-cf7f59fc48d223083bb71d272d139050
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Alito rejects calls to quit Supreme Court cases on Trump and Jan. 6 because of flag controversies
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    [image: FILE - Associate Justice Samuel Alito joins other members of the Supreme Court as they pose for a new group portrait, Oct. 7, 2022, at the Supreme Court building in Washington. Alito rejects calls to step aside from Supreme Court cases on Trump and Jan. 6. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)]
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[image: FILE - Supreme Court Justice Samuel Alito Jr., left, and his wife Martha-Ann Alito, pay their respects at the casket of Reverend Billy Graham at the Rotunda of the U.S. Capitol Building in Washington, Feb. 28, 2018. (AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais, File)]
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[image: FILE - People carry an "Appeal To Heaven" flag as they gather at Independence Mall to support President Donald Trump during a visit to the National Constitution Center to participate in the ABC News town hall, Sept. 15, 2020, in Philadelphia. Supreme Court Justice Samuel Alito is embroiled in a second flag controversy, this time over the "Appeal to Heaven" flag, a banner that in recent years has come to symbolize Christian nationalism and the false claim that the 2020 presidential election was stolen. The flag was seen outside his New Jersey beach home last summer. (AP Photo/Michael Perez, File)]
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[image: FILE - An Appeal To Heaven flag is pictured as people gather at Independence Mall to support President Donald Trump as he visits the National Constitution Center to participate in the ABC News town hall, Sept. 15, 2020, in Philadelphia. Supreme Court Justice Samuel Alito is embroiled in a second flag controversy, this time over the ]
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[image: The Appeal to Heaven flag stands with the Louisiana state flag outside the district office of Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., in the Cannon House Office Building, at the Capitol in Washington, Thursday, May 23, 2024. Supreme Court Justice Samuel Alito is embroiled in a second flag controversy, this time over the ]
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[image: FILE - Supreme Court Justice Samuel Alito, left, and Martha-Ann Alito attend his ceremonial swearing-in at the White House Feb. 1, 2006, in Washington. An upside-down American flag was displayed outside of Alito's home Jan. 17, 2021, days after former President Donald Trump supporters stormed the U.S. Capitol, The New York Times reports. It's a symbol associated with Trump's false claims of election fraud. "It was briefly placed by Mrs. Alito in response to a neighbor's use of objectionable and personally insulting language on yard signs," Alito said in an emailed statement to the newspaper. (AP Photo/Charles Dharapak, File)]
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[image: FILE - People carry an "Appeal To Heaven" flag as they gather at Independence Mall to support President Donald Trump during a visit to the National Constitution Center to participate in the ABC News town hall, Sept. 15, 2020, in Philadelphia. Supreme Court Justice Samuel Alito is embroiled in a second flag controversy, this time over the "Appeal to Heaven" flag, a banner that in recent years has come to symbolize Christian nationalism and the false claim that the 2020 presidential election was stolen. The flag was seen outside his New Jersey beach home last summer. (AP Photo/Michael Perez, File)]
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[image: FILE - Supreme Court Justice Samuel Alito, left, and Martha-Ann Alito attend his ceremonial swearing-in at the White House Feb. 1, 2006, in Washington. An upside-down American flag was displayed outside of Alito's home Jan. 17, 2021, days after former President Donald Trump supporters stormed the U.S. Capitol, The New York Times reports. It's a symbol associated with Trump's false claims of election fraud. "It was briefly placed by Mrs. Alito in response to a neighbor's use of objectionable and personally insulting language on yard signs," Alito said in an emailed statement to the newspaper. (AP Photo/Charles Dharapak, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Justice Samuel Alito is rejecting calls to step aside from Supreme Court cases involving former President Donald Trump and Jan. 6 defendants, saying his wife hoisted the two controversial flags that flew above their homes. 
"My wife is fond of flying flags. I am not," Alito wrote Wednesday.
In letters to members of Congress, Alito said his wife, Martha-Ann, was responsible for flying both an upside-down flag over their home in 2021 and an "Appeal to Heaven" flag at their New Jersey beach house last year. Both flags were like those carried by rioters who violently stormed the Capitol in January 2021 while echoing Trump's false claims of election fraud.
Neither incident at Alito's homes merited his recusal, wrote the justice, who has rejected calls from Democrats in the past to recuse on other issues.
"I am confident that a reasonable person who is not motivated by political or ideological considerations or a desire to affect the outcome of Supreme Court cases would conclude that the events ... do not meet the applicable standard for recusal," he wrote. "I am therefore required to reject your request."

    


Supreme Court justices decide for themselves whether to sit out a case and the only potential consequence for refusing to step aside is impeachment by the House of Representatives and removal from office by the Senate. That has never happened in American history.




Trump, who was in New York while jurors deliberated in his hush money criminal trial, congratulated Alito for "showing the INTELLIGENCE, COURAGE, and 'GUTS'" in refusing to step aside. "All U.S. Judges, Justices, and Leaders should have such GRIT," Trump posted on his Truth Social platform.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Some Senate Republicans also quickly took to social media Wednesday to praise Alito for staying involved in the cases.
The court is considering two major cases related to the Jan. 6, 2021, attack by a mob of Trump supporters on the Capitol, including charges faced by the rioters and whether Trump has immunity from prosecution on election interference charges. 

    


The New York Times reported that an inverted American flag was seen at Alito's home in Alexandria, Virginia, less than two weeks after the attack on the Capitol. The paper also reported that an "Appeal to Heaven" flag was flown outside the justice's beach home in New Jersey last summer.
The "Appeal to Heaven" flag has in recent years come to symbolize sympathies with the Christian nationalist movement and the false claim that the 2020 presidential election was stolen from Trump. According to Americanflags.com, the pine tree on the flag symbolized strength and resilience in the New England colonies while the words "Appeal to Heaven" stemmed from the belief that God would deliver the colonists from tyranny.
An upside-down American flag has come to be a symbol associated with Trump's bogus fraud claims. Dozens of the pro-Trump rioters were carrying similarly inverted flags and chanting slogans like "Stop the Steal" on Jan. 6, 2021. The U.S. Flag Code states that the American flag is not to be flown upside down "except as a signal of dire distress in instance of extreme danger to life or property." The inverted flag has been used as a protest symbol on both the left and the right on a range of issues over the decades.

    


Alito said he was unaware that the upside-down flag was flying above his house until it was called to his attention. "As soon as I saw it, I asked my wife to take it down, but for several days, she refused," he wrote in nearly identical letters to Democrats in the House and the Senate.
He had previously explained to the newspaper that his wife put up the flag as part of a nasty neighborhood dispute.
The flag at his beach house was also hoisted by his wife, Alito wrote, noting that the house is in her name and was bought with money she inherited from her parents.
Alito said he was unfamiliar with the "Appeal to Heaven" flag when it was flown, but he noted it dates back to the American Revolution. "I was not aware of any connection between this historic flag and the 'Stop the Steal Movement' and neither was my wife," Alito wrote.

    


He said Martha-Ann Alito did not fly that flag to associate herself with the rioters or the effort to overturn the results of the 2020 election, which Trump, a Republican, lost to Joe Biden, a Democrat.
Calling her an independently-minded private citizen, Alito wrote, "She makes her own decisions and I honor her right to do so."
Alito also described the sacrifices his wife has made because of her husband's service on the Supreme Court, including "the insult of having to endure numerous, loud, obscene and personally insulting protests in front of our home that continue to this day and now threaten to escalate."
Protests began in 2022 after a draft of Alito's majority opinion overturning Roe v. Wade and allowing states to ban abortions was leaked in early May. The court formally issued the decision in late June. 

    


Democrats in the House and the Senate sent a total of three letters last week to Alito and Chief Justice John Roberts seeking Alito's disqualification from the cases. Senators asked for a meeting with Roberts.
Alito said it was better that he respond directly.
Judicial ethics codes focus on the need for judges to be independent, avoiding political statements or opinions on matters they could be called on to decide. The Supreme Court had long gone without its own code of ethics, but it adopted one in November 2023 in the face of sustained criticism over undisclosed trips and gifts from wealthy benefactors to some justices.
The code lacks a means of enforcement, though, and the Senate Judiciary Committee approved legislation last year that would set stricter standards. But Republicans have been staunchly opposed to any efforts to tell the court what to do. 
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the U.S. Supreme Court at https://apnews.com/hub/us-supreme-court.
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    [image: FILE - Baseball catcher Josh Gibson in an undated photo. Josh Gibson became Major League Baseball's career leader with a .372 batting average, surpassing Ty Cobb's .367, when records of the Negro Leagues for more than 2,300 players were incorporated after a three-year research project. (AP Photo/File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 4 | FILE - Baseball catcher Josh Gibson in an undated photo. Josh Gibson became Major League Baseball's career leader with a .372 batting average, surpassing Ty Cobb's .367, when records of the Negro Leagues for more than 2,300 players were incorporated after a three-year research project. (AP Photo/File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The grave stone for baseball player Josh Gibson is shown at Allegheny Cemetery in Pittsburgh on March 17, 2017. Gibson became Major League Baseball's career batting leader with a .372 average, surpassing Ty Cobb's .367 when records of the Negro Leagues for more than 2,300 players were incorporated Tuesday, May 28, 2024, after a three-year research project. (AP Photo/Keith Srakocic, File)]
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[image: FILE - Sean Gibson, the executive director of the Josh Gibson Foundation, poses next to a poster at the Pittsburgh Opera House in Pittsburgh for the upcoming opera about his great-grandfather, baseball player Josh Gibson, on March 17, 2017. Josh Gibson became Major League Baseball's career batting leader with a .372 average, surpassing Ty Cobb's .367 when records of the Negro Leagues for more than 2,300 players were incorporated Tuesday, May 28, 2024, after a three-year research project. (AP Photo/Keith Srakocic, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Josh Gibson became Major League Baseball's career leader with a .372 batting average, surpassing Ty Cobb's .367, when Negro Leagues records for more than 2,300 players were incorporated Tuesday after a three-year research project.
Gibson's .466 average for the 1943 Homestead Grays became the season standard, followed by Charlie "Chino" Smith's .451 for the 1929 New York Lincoln Giants. They overtook the .440 by Hugh Duffy for the National League's Boston team in 1894.
Gibson also became the career leader in slugging percentage (.718) and OPS (1.177), moving ahead of Babe Ruth (.690 and 1.164).
"It's a show of respect for great players who performed in the Negro Leagues due to circumstances beyond their control and once those circumstances changed demonstrated that they were truly major leaguers," baseball Commissioner Rob Manfred said Wednesday in an interview with The Associated Press. "Maybe the single biggest factor was the success of players who played in the Negro Leagues and then came to the big leagues."

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Josh Gibson becomes MLB career and season batting leader as Negro Leagues statistics incorporated
    

    
    
    AP Washington correspondent Sagar Meghani reports Major League Baseball's record book looks a lot different, with Negro League records now incorporated.

    


    


A special committee on baseball records decided in 1969 to recognize six major leagues dating to 1876: the National (which launched in 1876), the American (1901), the American Association (1882-1891), Union Association (1884), Players' League (1890) and Federal League (1914-1915). It excluded the National Association (1871-75), citing an "erratic schedule and procedures."




MLB announced in December 2020 that it would be "correcting a longtime oversight" and would add the Negro Leagues. John Thorn, MLB's official historian, chaired a 17-person committee that included Negro Leagues experts and statisticians.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The condensed 60-game season for the 2020 calendar year for the National League and American League prompted us to think that maybe the shortened Negro League seasons could come under the MLB umbrella, after all," Thorn said.

    


An updated version of MLB's database will become public before the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants play a tribute game to the Negro Leagues on June 20 at Rickwood Field in Birmingham, Alabama.
Baseball Hall of Fame President Josh Rawitch said statistics on Cooperstown plaques will remain the same because they reflect the information available at the time of a player's induction.
Standards for season leaders is the same for Negro Leagues as the other leagues: 3.1 plate appearances or one inning for each game played by a player's team.
Gibson's .974 slugging percentage in 1937 becomes the season record, and Barry Bonds' .863 in 2001 dropped to fifth, also trailing Mules Suttles' .877 in 1926, Gibson's .871 in 1943 and Smith's .870 in 1929.
Bond's prior OPS record of 1.421 in 2004 dropped to third behind Gibson's 1.474 in 1937 and 1.435 in 1943.
Willie Mays gained 10 hits from the 1948 Birmingham Black Barons, increasing his total to 3,293. Minnie Minoso surpassed 2,000 hits, credited with 150 for the New York Cubans from 1946-1948 that boosted his total to 2,113.
Jackie Robinson, who broke MLB's color barrier with the 1947 Dodgers, was credited with 49 hits with the 1945 Kansas City Monarchs that increased his total to 1,567.

    


Among pitchers, Satchel Paige gained 28 wins that raised his total to 125.
The committee met six times and dealt with issues such as when compiled league statistics didn't make sense, such as a league having more wins than losses and walks that were missing. Researchers had to identify whether players with the same name were one person or separate, tracking dates of birth, and identify people listed by nicknames. Documenting transactions and identifying ballparks in a time when neutral sites often were used is ongoing, along with uncovering statistics for independent teams.
"We made the decision at a point in time that we became convinced that it was possible to get accurate statistics that could be appropriately integrated into our record books," Manfred said.
Kevin Johnson and Gary Ashwill, researchers who had spent nearly two decades helping assemble the Seamheads Negro Leagues Database, were included in the project.

    


Thorn estimated 72% of Negro Leagues records from 1920-1948 are included and additional research might lead to future modifications. Thorn said a four-homer game by Gibson in 1938 and a home run by Mays in August 1948 could not be included because complete game accounts have not been found.
"Without a box score, we can't really balance the statistics," Johnson said. "Those games are kind of in limbo at the moment."
Records include the first Negro National League (1920-31), Eastern Colored League (1923-28), American Negro League (1929), East-West League (1932), Negro Southern League (1932), second Negro National League (1933-48) and Negro American League (1937-48). Barnstorming exhibition games are not included.
Some game details were obtained from newspapers that covered the Black communities. Johnson said while complete accounts were found for about 95% of games in the 1920s, coverage dropped off during the Great Depression in the 1930s and never fully recovered.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/MLB
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Polls close and South Africa counts votes in election framed as its most important since apartheid

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    South Africans began voting Wednesday in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years. At stake is the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party, which led South Africa out of apartheid's brutal white minority rule in 1994. With unemployment rates at 32%, inequality, and poverty and joblessness disproportionately affecting the Black majority, the party faces being unseated.
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    [image: People watch as former president of the A.N.C. and South Africa Jacob Zuma, casts his ballot on Wednesday May 29, 2024 during general elections in Nkandla, Kwazulu Natal, South Africa. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people -- half of whom are estimated to be living in poverty. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]
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[image: A voter fills out a ballot paper during general elections in Nkandla, Kwazulu Natal, South Africa, Wednesday May 29, 2024. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people -- half of whom are estimated to be living in poverty. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]
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A voter fills out a ballot paper during general elections in Nkandla, Kwazulu Natal, South Africa, Wednesday May 29, 2024. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people -- half of whom are estimated to be living in poverty. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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[image: An election official prepares the ballots Wednesday May 29, 2024, for the general elections in Soweto, South Africa. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people -- half of whom are estimated to be living in poverty. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 29 | An election official prepares the ballots Wednesday May 29, 2024, for the general elections in Soweto, South Africa. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people -- half of whom are estimated to be living in poverty. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)
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An election official prepares the ballots Wednesday May 29, 2024, for the general elections in Soweto, South Africa. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people -- half of whom are estimated to be living in poverty. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)
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[image: People queue to cast their votes at a polling station during general elections, in Cape Town, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. South Africans have begun voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put their young democracy in unknown territory. (AP Photo/Nardus Engelbrecht)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 29 | People queue to cast their votes at a polling station during general elections, in Cape Town, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. South Africans have begun voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put their young democracy in unknown territory. (AP Photo/Nardus Engelbrecht)
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People queue to cast their votes at a polling station during general elections, in Cape Town, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. South Africans have begun voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put their young democracy in unknown territory. (AP Photo/Nardus Engelbrecht)
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[image: Voters line up to cast their ballot for general elections in Alexandra, near Johannesburg, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 29 | Voters line up to cast their ballot for general elections in Alexandra, near Johannesburg, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)
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Voters line up to cast their ballot for general elections in Alexandra, near Johannesburg, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)
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[image: Voters line up to cast their ballot for general elections in Alexandra, near Johannesburg, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. South Africans began voting Wednesday in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put their young democracy in unknown territory. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 29 | Voters line up to cast their ballot for general elections in Alexandra, near Johannesburg, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. South Africans began voting Wednesday in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put their young democracy in unknown territory. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)
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Voters line up to cast their ballot for general elections in Alexandra, near Johannesburg, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. South Africans began voting Wednesday in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put their young democracy in unknown territory. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)
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[image: Voters line up to cast their ballot Wednesday May 29, 2024 in general elections in Soweto, South Africa. South Africans began voting Wednesday at schools, community centers and in large white tents set up in open fields in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years. It could put their young democracy in unknown territory.(AP Photo/Jerome Delay)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 29 | Voters line up to cast their ballot Wednesday May 29, 2024 in general elections in Soweto, South Africa. South Africans began voting Wednesday at schools, community centers and in large white tents set up in open fields in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years. It could put their young democracy in unknown territory.(AP Photo/Jerome Delay)
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Voters line up to cast their ballot Wednesday May 29, 2024 in general elections in Soweto, South Africa. South Africans began voting Wednesday at schools, community centers and in large white tents set up in open fields in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years. It could put their young democracy in unknown territory.(AP Photo/Jerome Delay)
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[image: A woman is marked on her hand after casting her ballot on Wednesday May 29, 2024 during general elections in Nkandla, Kwazulu Natal, South Africa. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people -- half of whom are estimated to be living in poverty. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 29 | A woman is marked on her hand after casting her ballot on Wednesday May 29, 2024 during general elections in Nkandla, Kwazulu Natal, South Africa. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people -- half of whom are estimated to be living in poverty. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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A woman is marked on her hand after casting her ballot on Wednesday May 29, 2024 during general elections in Nkandla, Kwazulu Natal, South Africa. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people -- half of whom are estimated to be living in poverty. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A woman casts her ballot on Wednesday May 29, 2024, during general elections in KwaMfana, South Africa. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people -- half of whom are estimated to be living in poverty. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 29 | A woman casts her ballot on Wednesday May 29, 2024, during general elections in KwaMfana, South Africa. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people -- half of whom are estimated to be living in poverty. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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A woman casts her ballot on Wednesday May 29, 2024, during general elections in KwaMfana, South Africa. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people -- half of whom are estimated to be living in poverty. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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[image: South African President Cyril Ramaphosa casts his ballot Wednesday May 29, 2024 for the general elections in Soweto, South Africa. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people -- half of whom are estimated to be living in poverty. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 29 | South African President Cyril Ramaphosa casts his ballot Wednesday May 29, 2024 for the general elections in Soweto, South Africa. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people -- half of whom are estimated to be living in poverty. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    10 of 29
South African President Cyril Ramaphosa casts his ballot Wednesday May 29, 2024 for the general elections in Soweto, South Africa. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people -- half of whom are estimated to be living in poverty. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)
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[image: Democratic Alliance (DA) leader John Steenhuisen, holds his ballot at a polling station in Durban, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. South Africans have begun voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put their young democracy in unknown territory. (AP Photo/Str)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 29 | Democratic Alliance (DA) leader John Steenhuisen, holds his ballot at a polling station in Durban, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. South Africans have begun voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put their young democracy in unknown territory. (AP Photo/Str)
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Democratic Alliance (DA) leader John Steenhuisen, holds his ballot at a polling station in Durban, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. South Africans have begun voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put their young democracy in unknown territory. (AP Photo/Str)
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[image: Former president of the A.N.C. and South Africa, Jacob Zuma, waves to supporters after casting his ballot in Nkandla, Kwazulu Natal, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024 during the general elections. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 29 | Former president of the A.N.C. and South Africa, Jacob Zuma, waves to supporters after casting his ballot in Nkandla, Kwazulu Natal, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024 during the general elections. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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Former president of the A.N.C. and South Africa, Jacob Zuma, waves to supporters after casting his ballot in Nkandla, Kwazulu Natal, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024 during the general elections. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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[image: Voters wait outside a poling station on Wednesday May 29, 2024, during general elections in KwaMfana, South Africa. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people -- half of whom are estimated to be living in poverty. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 29 | Voters wait outside a poling station on Wednesday May 29, 2024, during general elections in KwaMfana, South Africa. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people -- half of whom are estimated to be living in poverty. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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Voters wait outside a poling station on Wednesday May 29, 2024, during general elections in KwaMfana, South Africa. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people -- half of whom are estimated to be living in poverty. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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[image: Voters prepare to cast their ballot Wednesday, May 29, 2024 during general elections in Soweto, South Africa. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people -- half of whom are estimated to be living in poverty. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 29 | Voters prepare to cast their ballot Wednesday, May 29, 2024 during general elections in Soweto, South Africa. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people -- half of whom are estimated to be living in poverty. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    14 of 29
Voters prepare to cast their ballot Wednesday, May 29, 2024 during general elections in Soweto, South Africa. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people -- half of whom are estimated to be living in poverty. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)
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[image: Women wait to cast their ballots on Wednesday May 29, 2024 during general elections in Nkandla, Kwazulu Natal, South Africa. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people -- half of whom are estimated to be living in poverty. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 29 | Women wait to cast their ballots on Wednesday May 29, 2024 during general elections in Nkandla, Kwazulu Natal, South Africa. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people -- half of whom are estimated to be living in poverty. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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Women wait to cast their ballots on Wednesday May 29, 2024 during general elections in Nkandla, Kwazulu Natal, South Africa. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people -- half of whom are estimated to be living in poverty. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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[image: Voters line up to cast their ballot Wednesday May 29, 2024, for general elections in Soweto, South Africa. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people -- half of whom are estimated to be living in poverty. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 29 | Voters line up to cast their ballot Wednesday May 29, 2024, for general elections in Soweto, South Africa. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people -- half of whom are estimated to be living in poverty. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)
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Voters line up to cast their ballot Wednesday May 29, 2024, for general elections in Soweto, South Africa. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people -- half of whom are estimated to be living in poverty. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)
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[image: Voters line up to cast their ballot Wednesday May 29, 2024 in general elections in Soweto, South Africa. South Africans began voting Wednesday at schools, community centers and in large white tents set up in open fields in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years. It could put their young democracy in unknown territory. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 29 | Voters line up to cast their ballot Wednesday May 29, 2024 in general elections in Soweto, South Africa. South Africans began voting Wednesday at schools, community centers and in large white tents set up in open fields in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years. It could put their young democracy in unknown territory. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)
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Voters line up to cast their ballot Wednesday May 29, 2024 in general elections in Soweto, South Africa. South Africans began voting Wednesday at schools, community centers and in large white tents set up in open fields in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years. It could put their young democracy in unknown territory. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)
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[image: Voters line up to cast their ballot for general elections in Alexrandra, near Johannesburg, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 29 | Voters line up to cast their ballot for general elections in Alexrandra, near Johannesburg, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)
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Voters line up to cast their ballot for general elections in Alexrandra, near Johannesburg, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)
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[image: Voters line up to cast their ballot for general election in Alexandra, near Johannesburg, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            19 of 29 | Voters line up to cast their ballot for general election in Alexandra, near Johannesburg, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)
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Voters line up to cast their ballot for general election in Alexandra, near Johannesburg, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)
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[image: A man looks at the ballot on Wednesday May 29, 2024, during general elections in KwaMfana, South Africa. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people -- half of whom are estimated to be living in poverty. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            20 of 29 | A man looks at the ballot on Wednesday May 29, 2024, during general elections in KwaMfana, South Africa. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people -- half of whom are estimated to be living in poverty. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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A man looks at the ballot on Wednesday May 29, 2024, during general elections in KwaMfana, South Africa. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people -- half of whom are estimated to be living in poverty. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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[image: A woman casts her ballot on Wednesday May 29, 2024, during general elections in KwaMfana, South Africa. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people -- half of whom are estimated to be living in poverty. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]
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[image: Voters line up to cast their ballot Wednesday, May 29, 2024, for general elections in Soweto, South Africa. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people -- half of whom are estimated to be living in poverty. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)]
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[image: A woman sells fruits and vegetables near the polling station where former South African President Jacob Zuma is expected to cast his vote, in Kwazulu Natal, South Africa South Africa, Tuesday, May 28, 2024, in anticipation of the 2024 general elections scheduled for May 29. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]
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[image: A woman casts her vote at a polling station in Cape Town, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. South Africans have begun voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put their young democracy in unknown territory. (AP Photo/Nardus Engelbrecht)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            24 of 29 | A woman casts her vote at a polling station in Cape Town, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. South Africans have begun voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put their young democracy in unknown territory. (AP Photo/Nardus Engelbrecht)
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A woman casts her vote at a polling station in Cape Town, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. South Africans have begun voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put their young democracy in unknown territory. (AP Photo/Nardus Engelbrecht)
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[image: Voters line up to cast their ballot for general elections in Alexandra, near Johannesburg, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            25 of 29 | Voters line up to cast their ballot for general elections in Alexandra, near Johannesburg, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)
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Voters line up to cast their ballot for general elections in Alexandra, near Johannesburg, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)
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[image: Electoral workers prepare to open the voting station as voters line up to cast their ballot for general elections in Alexandra, near Johannesburg, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            26 of 29 | Electoral workers prepare to open the voting station as voters line up to cast their ballot for general elections in Alexandra, near Johannesburg, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)
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[image: An officer watches on as an inmate inserts his ballot paper into the ballot box at the polling station at Kgosi Mampuru Correctional Facility in Pretoria, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. South Africans voted Wednesday at schools, community centers, and in large white tents set up in open fields in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years. It could put the young democracy in unknown territory. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)]
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[image: People queue to cast their votes at a polling station in Cape Town, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. South Africans have begun voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put their young democracy in unknown territory. (AP Photo/Nardus Engelbrecht)]
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People queue to cast their votes at a polling station in Cape Town, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. South Africans have begun voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put their young democracy in unknown territory. (AP Photo/Nardus Engelbrecht)
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[image: A man casts his vote beneath an image of former president Nelson Mandela and the former Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu, at a polling station in Cape Town, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. South Africans have begun voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put their young democracy in unknown territory. (AP Photo/Nardus Engelbrecht)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            29 of 29 | A man casts his vote beneath an image of former president Nelson Mandela and the former Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu, at a polling station in Cape Town, South Africa, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. South Africans have begun voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put their young democracy in unknown territory. (AP Photo/Nardus Engelbrecht)
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                                        JOHANNESBURG (AP) -- South Africans voted Wednesday at schools, community centers, and in large white tents set up in open fields in an election seen as their country's most important since apartheid ended 30 years ago. It could put the young democracy into unknown territory.
At stake is the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party, which led South Africa out of apartheid's brutal white minority rule and to democracy in 1994. It is now the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people -- half of whom are estimated to be living in poverty.

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


After casting his vote, President Cyril Ramaphosa said that he had no doubt his ANC would win again with "a firm majority."
The main opposition leader, John Steenhuisen, countered: "For the first time in 30 years, there is now a path to victory for the opposition."

    


The election was held on one day and polls closed after 14 hours of voting at more than 23,000 stations across South Africa's nine provinces. Counting will start but final results are not expected for days. The independent electoral commission that runs the election said they would be announced by Sunday.




The ANC has seen its support slide in previous elections as Africa's most advanced economy faces some of the world's deepest socioeconomic problems. It has one of the worst unemployment rates at 32% and the lingering inequality, with poverty disproportionately affecting the Black majority, now threatens to unseat the party that promised to end it by bringing down apartheid under the slogan of a better life for all.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Our main issue here in our community is the lack of jobs," said Samuel Ratshalingwa, who was near the front of the line at the same school in the Johannesburg township of Soweto where Ramaphosa voted. He came out well before polls opened at 7 a.m. on a chilly winter morning.

    


"We have to use the vote to make our voices heard about this problem," Ratshalingwa said.
After winning six successive national elections, several opinion polls have put the ANC's support at less than 50% before this vote, an unprecedented drop. It might lose its majority in Parliament for the first time, although it's widely expected to hold the most seats.
The ANC won 57.5% of the vote in the last national election in 2019, its worst result to date and down from a high of nearly 70% in 2004. That loss of support has been attributed to the widespread poverty, but also ANC corruption scandals, high crime rates and a failure of basic government services that see many communities go without running water, electricity or proper housing. Some voting stations were even impacted by electricity blackouts, officials said.
Ramaphosa, the leader of the ANC, has promised to "do better."
The 71-year-old Ramaphosa sat alongside other voters in Soweto, where he was born and which was once the center of the resistance to apartheid. He shook hands with two smiling officials who registered him before voting.
"I have no doubt whatsoever in my heart of hearts that the people will once again invest confidence in the African National Congress to continue to lead this country," Ramaphosa said.

    


Any change in the ANC's hold on power could be monumental for South Africa. If it does lose its majority, the ANC will likely face the prospect of a coalition with others to stay in government and keep Ramaphosa as president for a second term. The ANC having to co-govern has never happened before.
South Africans vote for parties, not directly for their president. The parties then get seats in Parliament according to their share of the vote and lawmakers elect the president. Nearly 28 million people were registered to vote and the electoral commission said early indications were that it was a high turnout. Long queues remained into the night at some voting stations -- people would be allowed to vote if they were in the queue before the closing time of 9 p.m.
The opposition to the ANC is fierce, but fragmented. The two biggest opposition parties, the centrist Democratic Alliance and the far-left Economic Freedom Fighters, are not expected to increase their vote by anything near enough to overtake the ANC.

    


That's largely because disgruntled South Africans are moving to an array of opposition parties; more than 50 will contest the national election, many of them new. One is led by South Africa's former President Jacob Zuma, who has turned against his former ANC allies.
Steenhuisen, the leader of the main opposition Democratic Alliance, said South Africa was now heading to "coalition country." He conceded his party probably wouldn't gain a majority, but put faith in a preelection agreement with other smaller parties to combine their vote to remove the ANC.
"I don't think we're going to solve the problems of South Africa by keeping the same people around the same table making the same bad decisions for the same bad results," Steenhuisen said.

    


The ANC says it's confident of retaining its majority and analysts haven't ruled that out, given the party's unmatched grassroots campaigning machine. It still has wide support.
"I woke up at 4 a.m. this morning, took a bath and made my way," said 68-year-old Velaphi Banda, adding that he has voted for the ANC since 1994 and would do so again. "I was never undecided about which party I will vote for. I have always known."
Ramaphosa has pointed out how South Africa is a far better country now than under apartheid, when Black people were barred from voting, weren't allowed to move around freely, had to live in certain areas and were oppressed in every way. This election is only South Africa's seventh national vote in which people of all races are allowed to take part.
Memories of that era of apartheid, and the defining election that ended it in 1994, still frame much of everyday South Africa. But fewer remember it as time goes on, and this election might give voice to a new generation.
"I feel like there are just no opportunities for young people in this area," said 27-year-old Innocentia Zitha of her neighborhood.
While 80% of South Africans are Black, it's a multiracial country with significant populations of white people, those of Indian descent, those with biracial heritage and others. There are 12 official languages.
The vote will also showcase the country's contradictions, from the economic hub of Johannesburg -- labeled Africa's richest city -- to the picturesque tourist destination of Cape Town, to the informal settlements of shacks in their outskirts, and the more remote rural areas. In one of those in the eastern KwaZulu-Natal province, 72-year-old grandmother Thembekile Ngema and others walked 20 minutes over rolling hills to get to their polling station.
South Africa has held peaceful and credible elections since a violent buildup to the pivotal 1994 election but nearly 3,000 soldiers were deployed across the country to ensure everything is orderly, authorities said.
___
Gerald Imray reported from Cape Town, and Farai Mutsaka from Eshowe.
___
AP Africa news: https://apnews.com/hub/africa
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The Washington Post said it had the Alito flag story 3 years ago and chose not to publish

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Supreme Court Justice Samuel Alito pauses after swearing in Mark Esper as Secretary of Defense during a ceremony with President Donald Trump in the Oval Office at the White House in Washington, July 23, 2019. Nine days after The New York Times reported about the political symbolism of an upside-down American flag that flew at U.S. Supreme Court Justice Samuel Alito's home, the Washington Post acknowledged May 25, 2024, that it had the same story more than three years ago and decided not to publish it. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Supreme Court Justice Samuel Alito pauses after swearing in Mark Esper as Secretary of Defense during a ceremony with President Donald Trump in the Oval Office at the White House in Washington, July 23, 2019. Nine days after The New York Times reported about the political symbolism of an upside-down American flag that flew at U.S. Supreme Court Justice Samuel Alito's home, the Washington Post acknowledged May 25, 2024, that it had the same story more than three years ago and decided not to publish it. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster, File)


                

            
    
    

        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Dave Bauder stands for a portrait at the New York headquarters of The Associated Press on Tuesday, Aug. 23, 2022. (AP Photo/Patrick Sison)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Nine days after The New York Times reported about the political symbolism of an upside-down American flag that flew at U.S. Supreme Court Justice Samuel Alito's home, the Washington Post acknowledged it had the same story more than three years ago and decided not to publish it.
The Post's story was both an extraordinary example of journalistic introspection and an illustration of how coverage of the Supreme Court has changed since the incident itself, shortly after the Jan. 6, 2021, Capitol insurrection.
That day, some of the demonstrators who marched in support of former President Donald Trump carried the upside-down flag. Both newspapers reported that the same symbol was displayed outside of Alito's home in Fairfax County, Virginia, before President Joe Biden's inauguration.
Alito has said that his wife, Martha-Ann Alito, raised the flag as part of a dispute with neighbors who had placed "personally insulting" yard signs directed at them. Judges traditionally avoid partisan symbols to maintain the appearance of neutrality in political disputes that may come before them.

    


For journalists, it raises a question: Should public officials' families be held to the same standards as the officials themselves? 




'A SURPRISING ADMISSION' FROM THE POST
The Times, in its story that ran on May 16, said it had "recently obtained" photographs of the flag that flew outside of the Alito home. The Post, in its own story Saturday, said that it had been told of the story in January 2021 and investigated, choosing not to write about it because it appeared Alito's wife was responsible and that it was not clear the neighborhood argument was over politics.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In one sense, the Post story's appearance on Saturday could be seen as an acknowledgment that the Post should have handled it differently in 2021; the newspaper's current executive editor, Sally Buzbee, wasn't at the paper when the original decision was made. Or was the story simply an explanation of what happened, without passing judgment? Would it have appeared if the Post's competitors in New York hadn't reported on the incident first?

    


"It was a surprising admission from such a major news organization," said Jesse Holland, associate dean of the School of Media and Public Affairs at George Washington University, and a former journalist who covered the Supreme Court for five years. "Very, very rarely do you have a major news organization say they likely would have made a different decision."
Nowhere in the story, however, does the Post say that its decision more than three years ago was wrong, and a spokesperson on Tuesday declined to elaborate.
A FORMER SENIOR EDITOR SAYS IT WAS HIS CALL
The publication Semafor reported that Cameron Barr, the Post's senior managing editor during the fraught presidential transition, said he took responsibility for the decision. He said he suggested the newspaper write about the neighborhood dispute, with the flag as one element. But that wasn't done and Barr expressed regret for not pushing harder for it. Barr left the Post in 2023.
Kathleen Culver, director of the Center for Journalism Ethics at the University of Wisconsin, said the original decision was a bad call. And, she added, if she were at the Post now she would have argued for the paper to be more forthcoming.

    


While Martha-Ann Alito has the right to her own opinions, a flag like that shouldn't be on display outside the home of a U.S. Supreme Court justice, Culver said. "It's a flag that flies in the face of the neutrality that the Supreme Court is supposed to be observing," she said.
When a since-retired Post reporter visited the Alito home in January 2021, after the flag had been taken down, Martha-Ann Alito pointed out that an upside-down flag has long been interpreted as a symbol of distress, the newspaper said.
SHOULD AN OFFICIAL HAVE TO ANSWER FOR HIS FAMILY?
Holland, who covered the Supreme Court for The Associated Press, said he could understand a decision being made that the action of a government official's wife is not news.
"One of the things we try not to do is convict a person for their spouse's action," he said. "And if this was the action of Sam Alito's wife, should we hold him accountable for something that his wife did?"

    


Alito, asserting in a letter to Congress on Wednesday that he would not recuse himself from cases related to the Jan. 6 attack, said his wife is responsible for flying flags at their homes. The justice said he asked her to remove the upside-down American flag, but for several days she refused.
"My wife is an independently minded private citizen," Alito wrote. "She makes her own decisions, and I honor her right to do so."
A longtime court reporter may have concluded that writing it was not worth alienating someone so important on the beat, he said. Yet Martha-Ann Alito has now attracted attention for opinions related to the 2020 election in much the same way as Justice Clarence Thomas' wife, Ginny Thomas. Both men are in the position of helping to decide cases that involve the election's aftermath.

    


Martha-Ann Alito has to be cognizant of the fact that she shares a home with a Supreme Court justice, Culver said. The flag display, even if she was responsible, is still a story.
The Post's decision reflects a long-held view by some media organizations that the Supreme Court should be covered through the decisions that it makes, and not as a political institution, she said.
The Post's initial decision came before the unprecedented leak of a draft decision that struck down a woman's right to an abortion, she said. ProPublica also won a Pulitzer Prize for public service earlier this month for its reporting that showed how billionaires gave expensive gifts to Supreme Court justices and paid for their travel.
"It is long past time," she said, "for journalists to set aside deference to the court."
___
Associated Press correspondent Mark Sherman in Washington contributed to this report. David Bauder writes about media for The Associated Press. Follow him at http://twitter.com/dbauder.
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Inflation pressures lingering from pandemic are keeping Fed rate cuts on pause
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    [image: A line of unsold 2024 Edge utility vehicles sit at a Ford dealership Sunday, May 19, 2024, in Denver. Policymakers' willingness to keep their key rate at a two-decade peak -- thereby keeping costs painfully high for mortgages, auto loans and other forms of consumer borrowing -- carries its own risks.(AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 2 | A line of unsold 2024 Edge utility vehicles sit at a Ford dealership Sunday, May 19, 2024, in Denver. Policymakers' willingness to keep their key rate at a two-decade peak -- thereby keeping costs painfully high for mortgages, auto loans and other forms of consumer borrowing -- carries its own risks.(AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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[image: A for sale sign stands outside a single-family residence on Wednesday, May 22, 2024, in southeast Denver. Policymakers' willingness to keep their key rate at a two-decade peak -- thereby keeping costs painfully high for mortgages, auto loans and other forms of consumer borrowing -- carries its own risks. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Hopes for interest rate cuts this year by the Federal Reserve are steadily fading, with a stream of recent remarks by Fed officials underscoring their intention to keep borrowing costs high as long as needed to curb persistently elevated inflation. 
A key reason for the delay in rate cuts is that the inflation pressures that are bedeviling the economy are being driven largely by lingering forces from the pandemic -- for items ranging from apartment rents to auto insurance to hospital prices. Though Fed officials say they expect inflation in those areas to eventually cool, they've signaled that they're prepared to wait as long as it takes.
Yet the policymakers' willingness to keep their key rate at a two-decade peak -- thereby keeping costs painfully high for mortgages, auto loans and other forms of consumer borrowing -- carries its own risks.

    


The Fed's mandate is to strike a balance between keeping rates high enough to control inflation yet not so high as to damage the job market. While most measures show that growth and hiring remain healthy, some gauges of the economy have begun to reveal signs of weakness. The longer the Fed keeps its benchmark rate elevated, the greater the risk of causing a downturn.




At the same time, with polls showing that costlier rents, groceries and gasoline are angering voters as the presidential campaign intensifies, Donald Trump has sought to pin the blame for higher prices squarely on President Joe Biden.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Fed, led by Chair Jerome Powell, raised its benchmark rate by 5 percentage points from March 2022 through June 2023 -- the fastest such increase in four decades -- to try to drive inflation back down to its 2% target. According to the Fed's preferred measure, inflation has tumbled from 7.1% in June 2022 to 2.7% in March. 
That same gauge showed, though, that prices accelerated in the first three months of 2024, disrupting last year's steady slowdown. On Friday, economists expect the government to report that this measure rose 2.7% in April from a year earlier.

    


A separate inflation indicator that the government reported this month suggested that prices cooled slightly in April. But with inflation remaining stubbornly above the Fed's target level, Wall Street traders now expect just one rate cut this year, in November. And even that is hardly a slam-dunk, with investors placing the likelihood of a cut in November at 63%, down from 77% a week ago.
Last week, economists at Goldman Sachs became the latest analysts to give up on a rate cut in July, pushing back their forecast for the first of two cuts they expect this year to September. Oxford Economics made a similar call last month. Bank of America foresees just one Fed rate cut this year, in December. Just months ago, many economists had forecast the first rate cut for March of this year.
"We will need to accumulate further data over the coming months to have a clearer picture of the inflation outlook," Loretta Mester, president of Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland, said this month. "I now believe that it will take longer to reach our 2% goal than I previously thought." (Mester is among 12 officials who are voting on the Fed's rate policy this year.)

    


As further data accumulates, so do some signs that the economy is cooling a bit. More Americans, particularly younger adults, are falling behind on their credit card bills, for example, with the share of card debt 90 days or more overdue reaching 10.7% in the first quarter, according to the Fed's New York branch. That's the highest proportion in 14 years. 
Hiring is also slowing, with businesses posting fewer open jobs, though job advertisements remain high. 
And more companies, including Target, McDonalds and Burger King, are highlighting price cuts or cheaper deals to try to attract financially squeezed consumers. Their actions could help lower inflation in the coming months. But they also underscore the struggles that lower-income Americans face. 
"There's a lot of signs that consumers are kind of losing some steam and hiring demand is cooling," said Julia Coronado, a former Fed economist who is president of MacroPolicy Perspectives. "You could see more of a slowdown." 

    


But Coronado and other economists also regard the latest trends as a sign that the economy may simply be normalizing after a period of rapid growth. Companies are still hiring, though at a more modest pace than at the start of the year. And data suggests that Americans traveled in record numbers over the Memorial Day weekend, a sign they're confident in their finances. 
The Fed's reluctance to cut rates is likely to set it apart from some of its counterparts overseas in the coming months. Central bankers in Europe and the United Kingdom are expected to reduce borrowing costs as soon as next month, largely because inflation has fallen further in those areas than in the United States. Rising prices in Europe and the U.K. were driven mostly by spiking energy costs stemming from Russia's invasion of Ukraine, and those costs have largely receded. 

    


The U.K. and European economies have also fared much worse than the U.S. economy since the pandemic, so inflation has not been as serious a threat. The economies of the U.K. and the 20 countries that use the euro currency actually shrank in the second half of last year before recording mild growth in the first three months of 2024. The U.K. economy has barely grown in the past 12 months. 
In the U.S., a big reason why inflation remains above the Fed's target is that distortions stemming from the pandemic are still keeping prices elevated in several areas even as much of the rest of the economy has moved past the pandemic. 
Housing costs, led by apartment rents, jumped two years ago after many Americans sought additional living space during the pandemic. Rental costs are now slowing: They rose 5.4% in April on an annual basis, down from 8.8% a year earlier. But they're still rising faster than before the pandemic.
Last month, rent and homeownership, along with hotel prices, accounted for two-thirds of the annual rise in "core" inflation, which excludes volatile food and energy costs. Powell and other Fed officials have acknowledged that they had expected rents to fall more quickly than they have. 
The cost of a new lease, though, has tumbled since mid-2022. A gauge of newly leased apartment rents calculated by the government shows that they rose just 0.4% in the first three months of 2024 compared with a year earlier. Yet it takes time for newer, lower-priced rents to feed into the government's inflation measure. 
"Market rents adjust more quickly to economic conditions than what landlords charge their existing tenants," Philip Jefferson, the Fed's vice chair and a top lieutenant to Powell, said last week. "This lag suggests that the large increase in market rents during the pandemic is still being passed through to existing rents and may keep housing services inflation elevated for a while longer."
The cost of auto insurance has soared nearly 23% from a year earlier, a huge jump that reflects the surge in prices of new and used cars during the pandemic. Insurance companies now must pay more to replace totaled cars and as a result are charging their customers more. 
"This is about stuff that happened in 2021," said Claudia Sahm, chief economist at New Century Advisors and a former Fed economist. "You cannot go back and change that."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/federal-reserve-rates-inflation-prices-loans-economy-aab628326f0d539c47fac53ecb5e2932



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



US pledges $135 million in aid to Western-leaning Moldova to counter Russian influence

    US pledges $135 million in aid to Western-leaning Moldova to counter Russian influence

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: United States Secretary of State Antony Blinken, left, and Moldova's President Maia Sandu, right, arrive to give a joint press conference at the Moldovan Presidency in Chisinau, Moldova, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda, Pool)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 16 | United States Secretary of State Antony Blinken, left, and Moldova's President Maia Sandu, right, arrive to give a joint press conference at the Moldovan Presidency in Chisinau, Moldova, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda, Pool)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: United States Secretary of State Antony Blinken, second from left, attends a bilateral meeting with Moldova's President Maia Sandu, third from right, at the Presidential Palace in Chisinau, Moldova, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda, Pool)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 16 | United States Secretary of State Antony Blinken, second from left, attends a bilateral meeting with Moldova's President Maia Sandu, third from right, at the Presidential Palace in Chisinau, Moldova, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda, Pool)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: US Secretary of State Antony Blinken arrives at the Moldovan Presidential Palace in Chisinau, Moldova, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda, Pool)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 16 | US Secretary of State Antony Blinken arrives at the Moldovan Presidential Palace in Chisinau, Moldova, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda, Pool)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: United States Secretary of State Antony Blinken, left, and Moldova's President Maia Sandu, right, arrive to give a joint press conference at the Moldovan Presidency in Chisinau, Moldova, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda, Pool)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 16 | United States Secretary of State Antony Blinken, left, and Moldova's President Maia Sandu, right, arrive to give a joint press conference at the Moldovan Presidency in Chisinau, Moldova, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda, Pool)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: United States Secretary of State Antony Blinken, left, listens to Moldova's President Maia Sandu, right, during a joint press conference at the Moldovan Presidency in Chisinau, Moldova, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda, Pool)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 16 | United States Secretary of State Antony Blinken, left, listens to Moldova's President Maia Sandu, right, during a joint press conference at the Moldovan Presidency in Chisinau, Moldova, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda, Pool)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: United States Secretary of State Antony Blinken, left, and Moldova's President Maia Sandu, right, arrive to give a joint press conference at the Moldovan Presidency in Chisinau, Moldova, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda, Pool)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 16 | United States Secretary of State Antony Blinken, left, and Moldova's President Maia Sandu, right, arrive to give a joint press conference at the Moldovan Presidency in Chisinau, Moldova, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda, Pool)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: United States Secretary of State Antony Blinken, left, and Moldova's President Maia Sandu, right, arrive to give a joint press conference at the Moldovan Presidency in Chisinau, Moldova, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda, Pool)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 16 | United States Secretary of State Antony Blinken, left, and Moldova's President Maia Sandu, right, arrive to give a joint press conference at the Moldovan Presidency in Chisinau, Moldova, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda, Pool)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: United States Secretary of State Antony Blinken speaks during a joint press conference with Moldova's President Maia Sandu at the Moldovan Presidency in Chisinau, Moldova, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda, Pool)]
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[image: United States Secretary of State Antony Blinken speaks during a joint press conference with Moldova's President Maia Sandu at the Moldovan Presidency in Chisinau, Moldova, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda, Pool)]
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[image: United States Secretary of State Antony Blinken attends a bilateral meeting with Moldova's President Maia Sandu, at the Presidential Palace in Chisinau, Moldova, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda, Pool)]
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[image: US Secretary of State Antony Blinken, left, walks with Moldova's President Maia Sandu at the Presidential Palace in Chisinau, Moldova, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda, Pool)]
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[image: United States Secretary of State Antony Blinken. left, walks with Moldova's President Maia Sandu, right, at the Presidential Palace in Chisinau, Moldova, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda, Pool)]
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[image: United States Secretary of State Antony Blinken. left, poses with Moldova's President Maia Sandu, right, at the Presidential Palace in Chisinau, Moldova, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda, Pool)]
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                                        CHISINAU, Moldova (AP) -- U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken on Wednesday pledged $135 million in aid to Moldova for energy security and to counter Russian disinformation as the Western-leaning nation struggles to blunt Moscow's push for influence that has been buoyed by recent successes in its war in neighboring Ukraine. 
Blinken opened a short visit to Eastern Europe with a stop in Chisinau, Moldova's capital, where he announced the assistance at a news conference with President Maia Sandu. America's top diplomat said $85 million would go to bolster energy infrastructure and $50 million was aimed at overhauling the energy and farming industries and deterring disinformation.
"That in turn will bolster the ability of Moldovans to resist Russian interference, to hold free and fair elections, to continue down the path to the European Union and Western integration, to create more economic opportunity," Blinken said. "One of the other things that's so important is sharing information about disinformation and misinformation, which is one of the most potent hybrid tools that Russia uses -- and that's something that we are doing."

    


He planned to travel to the Czech Republic later.




Before Wednesday, the U.S. had provided Moldova with $774 million in financial aid since the Ukraine war began in February 2022. Some $300 million of that was earmarked for energy security. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Moldova, with about 2.5 million people, used to be entirely dependent on Russia for its natural gas supplies. It faced an acute energy crisis after Moscow dramatically reduced supplies in the winter of 2022. Moldova's energy woes worsened that year after it suffered temporary blackouts because its Soviet-era energy systems remained connected with Ukraine's, which were being hit hard by Russia's military. 
Meantime, Transnistria, a Moscow-backed, disputed territory of Moldova with a key power plant and where Russia bases about 1,500 troops as peacekeepers, cut electricity to other parts of Moldova. Moldovan officials responded by pushing to reduce dependence on Russian energy. 

    


On Wednesday, Sandu thanked the U.S. for its financial support, which she said has helped Moldova broaden its energy sources and bolster its economy. "We managed to strengthen our energy security from a total dependence on the Russian power resources," she said. "Today, we source natural gas from several sources including the ones of the United States."
"Thanks to the financial American assistance of $80 million, in the past winter we managed to compensate the energy bills of our citizens," she added. 
Blinken's trip, organized around a NATO foreign ministers meeting in Prague, the Czech capital, comes amid concerns that Moldova and Georgia, another former Soviet republic, are facing renewed threats from Russia.
Blinken visited Ukraine two weeks ago to reassure Kyiv of Washington's support in the face of increased Russian attacks in its north. 
There are also signs Russia may be considering new actions in Moldova, and is behind anti-Western moves in Georgia that the U.S. believes run counter to Moldovan and Georgian aspirations to join the European Union. 

    


Both countries have candidate status to eventually join the 27-nation EU bloc. 
"There's not a direct military threat that we see at this time, but there's ongoing Russian influence operations, and that is of concern," the top U.S. diplomat for Europe, James O'Brien, said last week.
Moldova has repeatedly accused Russia of conducting a "hybrid war" against the country, meddling in local elections and running vast disinformation campaigns to try to topple the government and derail its path toward joining the EU.
"Russia is trying to undermine Moldova, undermine its democratic institutions, undermining its ability to make decisions about its own future using a whole variety of hybrid means," Blinken said. "I think Moldova has done a remarkable job in countering many of those attacks."
Russia has denied the accusations, but the Moldovan government is wary of Moscow's intentions, particularly after Transnistrian authorities appealed to Moscow in February for "protection" due to what they said was increased pressure from Chisinau.

    


In Georgia, those fears intensified on Tuesday when the country's parliament overrode a presidential veto of a "foreign agents" bill that has prompted weeks of massive protests by critics who say it will restrict media freedom and obstruct Georgia's chances of joining the European Union.
The bill that was approved by the parliament earlier this month requires media, nongovernmental organizations and other nonprofit groups to register as "pursuing the interests of a foreign power" if they receive more than 20% of their funding from abroad. 
The legislature, controlled by the ruling Georgian Dream party, dismissed the veto of President Salome Zourabichvili, an independent. The president now has five days to endorse the bill. If she doesn't do so, the parliament speaker will sign it into law.

    


Zourabichvili, who is increasingly at odds with the governing party, vetoed the bill on May 18. She has accused the governing party of jeopardizing the country's future and "hindering the path toward becoming a full member of the free and democratic world."
Blinken last week announced that the U.S. would impose travel bans on Georgian officials "who are responsible for or complicit in undermining democracy in Georgia, as well as their family members."
Blinken's announcement did not identify anyone who has already been targeted, but it said the U.S. would also undertake a comprehensive review of U.S.-Georgia cooperation.
"It remains our hope that Georgia's leaders will reconsider the draft law and take steps to move forward with their nation's democratic and Euro-Atlantic aspirations," he said. "As we review the relationship between our two countries, we will take into account Georgia's actions in deciding our own."
The situations in Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine will all be on the agenda at the NATO ministerial meeting in Prague on Thursday and Friday that will be the alliance's last major diplomatic get-together before leaders meet at a summit to celebrate NATO's 80th anniversary in Washington in July.
___
Lee reported from Prague. Associated Press writer Stephen McGrath contributed from Sighisoara, Romania.
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    [image: FILE - A Conoco gas station sign is shown in Glenside, Pa., Sept. 29, 2021. ConocoPhillips is buying Marathon Oil in an all-stock deal valued at approximately $17.1 billion as energy prices soar and big oil companies reap massive profits.(AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 2 | FILE - A Conoco gas station sign is shown in Glenside, Pa., Sept. 29, 2021. ConocoPhillips is buying Marathon Oil in an all-stock deal valued at approximately $17.1 billion as energy prices soar and big oil companies reap massive profits.(AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - This Feb. 9, 2016, file photo shows an ice-covered ConocoPhillips sign at the Colville-Delta 5, or as it's more commonly known, CD5, drilling site on Alaska's North Slope. ConocoPhillips is buying Marathon Oil in an all-stock deal valued at approximately $17.1 billion. The deal announced Wednesday, May 29, 2024, is valued at $22.5 billion when including $5.4 billion in debt. (AP Photo/Mark Thiessen, File)]
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                                        ConocoPhillips is buying Marathon Oil in an all-stock deal valued at approximately $17.1 billion as energy prices rise and big oil companies reap massive profits. 
The deal is valued at $22.5 billion when including $5.4 billion in debt.
Crude prices have jumped more than 12% this year and the cost for a barrel rose above $80 this week. Oil majors put up record profits after Russia's invasion of Ukraine in 2022 and while those numbers have slipped, there has been a surge in mergers between energy companies flush with cash.
Chevron said last year that it was buying Hess in a $53 billion acquisition, though that deal faces headwinds. The company warned the buyout may be in jeopardy because it will require the approval of Exxon Mobil and a Chinese national oil company, which both hold rights to development of an oil field off the coast of the South American nation Guyana where Hess is a big player. 

    


In July of last year, Exxon Mobil said that it would pay $4.9 billion for Denbury Resources, an oil and gas producer that has entered the business of capturing and storing carbon and stands to benefit from changes in U.S. climate policy. Three months later, Exxon announced the proposed acquisition of shale operator Pioneer Natural Resources for $60 billion. 




All of the proposed acquisitions could face pushback from the U.S. which, under the Biden administration, has stepped up antitrust reviews for energy companies and other sectors as well, such as tech. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Federal Trade Commission, which enforces federal antitrust law, asked for additional information from Exxon and Pioneer about their proposed deal. The request is a step the agency takes when reviewing whether a merger could be anticompetitive under U.S. law. Pioneer disclosed the request in a filing in January.
As part of the ConocoPhillips transaction, Marathon Oil shareholders will receive 0.2550 shares of ConocoPhillips common stock for each share of Marathon Oil common stock that they own, the companies said Wednesday. 

    


ConocoPhillips said Wednesday that the transaction will add highly desired acreage to its existing U.S. onshore portfolio.
"This acquisition of Marathon Oil further deepens our portfolio and fits within our financial framework, adding high-quality, low cost of supply inventory adjacent to our leading U.S. unconventional position," ConocoPhillips Chairman and CEO Ryan Lance said in a prepared statement.
The deal is expected to close in the fourth quarter. It still needs approval from Marathon Oil stockholders. 
Separate from the transaction, ConocoPhillips said that it anticipates raising its ordinary dividend by 34% to 78 cents per share starting in the fourth quarter. The company said that once the Marathon Oil deal closes and assuming recent commodity prices, ConocoPhillips plans to buy back more than $7 billion in shares in the first full year. It plans to repurchase more than $20 billion in shares in the first three years.
Shares of ConocoPhillips declined 3.3% before the market open, while Marathon Oil Corp.'s stock rose more than 7%. 
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What you will and won't see from June's planetary parade

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - A girl looks at the moon through a telescope in Caracas, Venezuela, on Sunday, May 15, 2022. Six planets will line up in the early morning sky on June 3, 2024 but most won't be visible to the naked eye. A planetary parade happens relatively often when several planets align on the right side of the sun, making them visible across a narrow band of our sky. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]
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                                        DALLAS (AP) -- Six planets will link up before dawn on June 3 in what's known as a planetary parade. But the spectacle won't be as eye-catching as expected: Only two planets will be visible to the naked eye. 
Here's what to know about this fairly common celestial event.
WHAT IS A PARADE OF PLANETS?
Our solar system's planets zip around the sun at an angle. Every once in a while, several align on the right side of the sun to be visible across a narrow band of Earth's sky.
How common the phenomenon is depends on how many planets align and whether or not they are visible without binoculars or a telescope. A handful of planets are usually in the night sky at any given time, though they can be obscured below the horizon or blocked out by the sun's light.
WHAT WILL BE VISIBLE DURING THE PLANET PARADE? 
Unfortunately, this planetary parade of Mercury, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune won't offer much of a view.

    


"The sun's going to be photobombing the parade," said Ronald Gamble, a theoretical astrophysicist at NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center.
Mercury and Jupiter will be too close to the horizon to be visible, blotted out by the rising sun. Uranus and Neptune can be glimpsed only with a telescope, though Uranus may be too close to the sun to be visible.




Early risers can still look to the east to spot a waning crescent moon on the lower left, followed by a faintly red Mars and pale yellow dot of Saturn. Both planets are already visible in the early mornings and will be for much of the summer.
WHAT ELSE CAN I SPOT IN THE SKY THIS SUMMER?

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

While June's planetary parade may not dazzle, the night sky still offers wonders to spot.
The summer offers great weather to explore the night sky with a star or planet-viewing app, said Michelle Nichols at Chicago's Adler Planetarium.
And the annual Perseid meteor shower is expected to peak in mid-August with quick streaks of light. Nichols recommends observing the shower away from city lights and allowing your eyes to adjust to the dark for prime viewing. 

    


___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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Netanyahu frequently makes claims of antisemitism. Critics say he's deflecting from his own problems

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has condemned the move by ICC chief prosecutor Karim Khan to seek his arrest as an "outrageous decision" and "an attempt to deny Israel the basic right of self-defense." In his statement, Netanyahu also vowed to press ahead with Israel's war against Hamas militants.
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    [image: FILE - Pro-Palestinian Pasadena City College students walk out of class as they demonstrate against the Israel-Hamas war in Pasadena, Calif., on April 30, 2024. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has repeatedly accused critics of Israel or his policies of antisemitism, including the U.S. college campus protests and the prosecutor of the International Criminal Court. (Sarah Reingewirtz/The Orange County Register via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - A student wrapped in an Israeli flag listens to Pro-Palestinian protesters gathered on campus at the University of Texas at Austin, on April 30, 2024, in Austin, Texas. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has repeatedly accused critics of Israel or his policies of antisemitism, including the U.S. college campus protests and the prosecutor of the International Criminal Court. (AP Photo/Eric Gay, File)]
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[image: FILE - A pro-Palestinian protester returns a tear-gas canister toward police after it tumbled into a congregation of protesters at MLK Plaza at the University of South Florida, on April 30, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has repeatedly accused critics of Israel or his policies of antisemitism, including the U.S. college campus protests and the prosecutor of the International Criminal Court. (Douglas R. Clifford/Tampa Bay Times via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu chairs a cabinet meeting at the Kirya military base, which houses the Israeli Ministry of Defense, in Tel Aviv, Israel, on Dec. 24, 2023. Netanyahu has repeatedly accused critics of Israel or his policies of antisemitism, including the U.S. college campus protests and the prosecutor of the International Criminal Court. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg, Pool, File)]
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[image: FILE - Exterior view of the International Criminal Court, or ICC, in The Hague, Netherlands, on April 30, 2024. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has repeatedly accused critics of Israel or his policies of antisemitism, including the U.S. college campus protests and the prosecutor of the International Criminal Court. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong, File)]
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[image: FILE - Student protesters gather inside their encampment on the Columbia University campus, on April 29, 2024, in New York. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has repeatedly accused critics of Israel or his policies of antisemitism, including the U.S. college campus protests and the prosecutor of the International Criminal Court. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah, File)]
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[image: FILE - Students gather at a pro-Palestinian student encampment on the campus of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Friday, May 3, 2024, in Cambridge, Mass. A pro-Israel group counter demonstrated near the site. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has repeatedly accused critics of Israel or his policies of antisemitism, including the U.S. college campus protests and the prosecutor of the International Criminal Court. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa, File)]
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[image: FILE - Police in Riot gear stand guard as demonstrators chant slogans outside the Columbia University campus, on April 18, 2024, in New York. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has repeatedly accused critics of Israel or his policies of antisemitism, including the U.S. college campus protests and the prosecutor of the International Criminal Court. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)]
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FILE - Police in Riot gear stand guard as demonstrators chant slogans outside the Columbia University campus, on April 18, 2024, in New York. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has repeatedly accused critics of Israel or his policies of antisemitism, including the U.S. college campus protests and the prosecutor of the International Criminal Court. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)
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[image: FILE - Demonstrators chant at a pro-Palestinian protest at the University of Texas, on April 24, 2024, in Austin, Texas. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has repeatedly accused critics of Israel or his policies of antisemitism, including the U.S. college campus protests and the prosecutor of the International Criminal Court. (Mikala Compton/Austin American-Statesman via AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 9 | FILE - Demonstrators chant at a pro-Palestinian protest at the University of Texas, on April 24, 2024, in Austin, Texas. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has repeatedly accused critics of Israel or his policies of antisemitism, including the U.S. college campus protests and the prosecutor of the International Criminal Court. (Mikala Compton/Austin American-Statesman via AP, File)
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FILE - Demonstrators chant at a pro-Palestinian protest at the University of Texas, on April 24, 2024, in Austin, Texas. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has repeatedly accused critics of Israel or his policies of antisemitism, including the U.S. college campus protests and the prosecutor of the International Criminal Court. (Mikala Compton/Austin American-Statesman via AP, File)
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                                        TEL AVIV, Israel (AP) -- After the International Criminal Court's top prosecutor sought arrest warrants for Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, his defense minister and top Hamas officials, the Israeli leader accused him of being one of "the great antisemites in modern times."
As protests roiled college campuses across the United States over the Gaza war, Netanyahu said they were awash with "antisemitic mobs."
These are just two of the many instances during the war in which Netanyahu has accused critics of Israel or his policies of antisemitism, using fiery rhetoric to compare them to the Jewish people's worst persecutors. But his detractors say he is overusing the label to further his political agenda and try to stifle even legitimate criticism, and that doing so risks diluting the term's meaning at a time when antisemitism is surging worldwide.

    


"Not every criticism against Israel is antisemitic," said Tom Segev, an Israeli historian. "The moment you say it is antisemitic hate ... you take away all legitimacy from the criticism and try to crush the debate."
There has been a spike in antisemitic incidents since Hamas attacked Israel on Oct. 7, according to researchers. And many Jews in North America and Europe have said they feel unsafe, citing threats to Jewish schools and synagogues and the pro-Palestinian campus demonstrations in the U.S., although organizers deny that antisemitism drives the protests.





    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The war has reignited the long debate about the definition of antisemitism and whether any criticism of Israel -- from its military's killing of thousands of Palestinian children to questions over Israel's very right to exist -- amounts to anti-Jewish hate speech.
Netanyahu, the son of a scholar of medieval Jewish persecution, has long used the travails of the Jewish people to color his political rhetoric. And he certainly isn't the first world leader accused of using national trauma to advance political goals. 

    


Netanyahu's supporters say he is honestly worried for the safety of Jews around the world. 
But his accusations of antisemitism come as he has repeatedly sidestepped accountability for not preventing Hamas' Oct. 7 attack. Hamas killed roughly 1,200 people and took 250 hostage, which many in Israel's defense establishment acknowledge they shoulder the blame for.
Netanyahu has continued to face criticism at home and abroad throughout the war, which has killed 35,000 Palestinians, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, which doesn't distinguish between fighters and noncombatants. The fighting has sparked a humanitarian catastrophe, and ICC Prosecutor Karim Khan has accused Netanyahu and his defense minister of using starvation as a "method of warfare," among other crimes.
Segev, the historian, acknowledged there is a rise in "violent hate" toward Israel and, speaking from Vienna, said he wasn't sure if speaking Hebrew in public was safe. But he said Netanyahu has long used Jewish crises to his political benefit, including invoking the Jewish people's deepest trauma, the Holocaust, to further his goals.

    


At the height of the campus protests, Netanyahu released a video statement condemning their "unconscionable" antisemitism and comparing the mushrooming encampments on college greens to Nazi Germany of the 1930s.
"What's happening in America's college campuses is horrific," he said. 
In response to Khan seeking the arrest warrants, he said the ICC prosecutor was "callously pouring gasoline on the fires of antisemitism that are raging across the world," comparing him to German judges who approved of the Nazis' race laws against Jews.
Those comments drew a rebuke from the European Union's foreign policy chief, Josep Borrell. "The prosecutor of the court has been strongly intimidated and accused of antisemitism -- as always when anybody, anyone does something that Netanyahu's government does not like," Borrell said. "The word antisemitic, it's too heavy. It's too important."
Netanyahu has compared accusations that Israel's war is causing starvation in Gaza or that the war is genocidal to blood libels -- unfounded centuries-old accusations that Jews sacrificed Christian children and used their blood to make unleavened bread for Passover.

    


"These false accusations are not levelled against us because of the things we do, but because of the simple fact that we exist," he said at a ceremony marking Israel's Holocaust Remembrance Day earlier this month.
Netanyahu previously made repeated allusions to the Holocaust while trying to galvanize the world against Iran's nuclear program.
Israeli leaders and the country's media also made such comparisons about Oct. 7, describing the Hamas attackers as Nazis, comparing their rampage to the historic violence inflicted on Eastern European Jews, and referring to the images of Jewish victims' burned bodies as a Shoah -- the Hebrew word for Holocaust.

    


Israelis have been jarred by the global rise in antisemitism, and many view the swell of criticism against Israel as part of the rise. They see hypocrisy in the world's intense focus on Israel's war with Hamas while other conflicts get much less attention.
Moshe Klughaft, a former advisor to Netanyahu, said he believes the Israeli leader is genuinely concerned over rising antisemitism.
"It is his duty to condemn antisemitism as prime minister of Israel and as head of a country that sees itself as responsible for world Jewry," he said.
Many Israelis view the war in Gaza as a just act of self-defense and are befuddled by what many think should be criticism directed at Hamas -- blaming the group for starting the war, using Palestinian civilians as human shields and refusing to free the hostages. The ICC warrant requests have likely bolstered such feelings.
When Netanyahu leans on accusations of antisemitism, he is doing so with the Israeli public in mind, said Reuven Hazan, a political scientist at Jerusalem's Hebrew University.
Hazan said Netanyahu has leveraged the campus protests, for example, to get Israelis to rally around him at a time when his public support has plummeted and Israelis are growing impatient with the war. He said Netanyahu has also used the protests as a scapegoat for his failure so far to achieve the war's two goals: destroying Hamas and freeing the hostages.
"He deflects blame from himself, attributing any shortcomings not to his foreign policies or policies in the (Palestinian) territories, but rather to antisemitism. This narrative benefits him greatly, absolving him of responsibility," Hazan said.
Shmuel Rosner, a senior fellow at the Jewish People Policy Institute, a Jerusalem think thank, rejects the notion that Netanyahu stifles criticism by calling it antisemitic, pointing to just how much criticism the country receives. But he said using the antisemitic label to achieve political ends could cheapen it.
"I'd be more selective than the government of Israel in choosing the people and bodies they tag 'antisemitic,'" he said.
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A woman will likely be Mexico's next president. But in some Indigenous villages, men hold the power

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Young women walk in the morning in Plan de Ayala, a Tojolabal village in the Las Margaritas municipality of Chiapas state, Mexico, Thursday, May 2, 2024. Two women are on Mexico's ballot for president while women in some Indigenous areas have no voice in their own villages. However, with help from younger generations, some Indigenous women are pushing for change. (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte)]
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            On the eve of elections, Mexican Indigenous women in Chiapas seek to enhance gender equality

        
        
            A woman might win the presidency of Mexico when voters go to the polls on June 2. Young Indigenous women and girls in the state of Chiapas hope that this historic moment could bring progressive change, gender equality. (AP video by Fernanda Pesce)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        On the eve of elections, Mexican Indigenous women in Chiapas seek to enhance gender equality
A woman might win the presidency of Mexico when voters go to the polls on June 2. Young Indigenous women and girls in the state of Chiapas hope that this historic moment could bring progressive change, gender equality. (AP video by Fernanda Pesce)
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[image: A young woman cooks tortillas over a fire in her kitchen in Plan de Ayala, a Tojolabal village in the Las Margaritas municipality of Chiapas state, Mexico, Thursday, May 2, 2024. Two women are on Mexico's ballot for president while women in some Indigenous areas have no voice in their own villages. However, with help from younger generations, some Indigenous women are pushing for change. (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte)]
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[image: Madai Gomez, center, plays soccer in Plan de Ayala, a Tojolabal village in the Las Margaritas municipality of Chiapas state, Mexico, Thursday, May 2, 2024. Gomez said she believes in the potential of women in her community and thinks Mexico's first woman president could show they can do more even than men: ]
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[image: Magdalena Hernandez Santiz cuts weeds using a machete as her husband, Pedro Cruz Gomez, sprays their field with herbicides before planting corn in Plan de Ayala, a Tojolabal village in the Las Margaritas municipality of Chiapas state, Mexico, Thursday, May 2, 2024. Two women are on Mexico's ballot for president while women in some Indigenous areas have no voice in their own villages. However, with help from younger generations, some Indigenous women are pushing for change. (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte)]
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[image: Juana Cruz poses for a photo in the Las Margaritas municipality of Chiapas state, Mexico, Friday, May 3, 2024. Cruz accompanies victims of domestic violence to report crimes, organizes talks to hear communities' needs, hosts workshops for women about their rights, and teaches children in the Tojolabal language. (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte)]
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[image: A family carries grass they cut for their livestock in Plan de Ayala, a Tojolabal village in the Las Margaritas municipality of Chiapas state, Mexico, Thursday, May 2, 2024. Two women are on Mexico's ballot for president while women in some Indigenous areas have no voice in their own villages. However, with help from younger generations, some Indigenous women are pushing for change. (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte)]
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[image: Julia Mendez, a textile weaver, poses for a photo with her work donkey in the Bajucu village of the Las Margaritas municipality, Chiapas state, Mexico, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. When asked about two women being on the presidential election ballot, Mendez said she wasn't sure if a woman would know how to be a good president, but she liked the idea of women being in charge, something she saw in neighboring Oaxaca state. "Women run things there," she said. "They make soap, handicrafts, I liked it a lot. They have their own money." (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte)]
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[image: Indigenous women walk their donkeys loaded with firewood for cooking in Plan de Ayala, a Tojolabal village in the Las Margaritas municipality of Chiapas state, Mexico, Wednesday, May 1, 2024. Two women are on Mexico's ballot for president while women in some Indigenous areas have no voice in their own villages. However, with help from younger generations, some Indigenous women are pushing for change. (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte)]
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[image: Liz Vazquez, left, speaks and Maria Leticia Santiz translates into the Tojolabal language, during a workshop with a co-ed class about gender equality at a school in Plan de Ayala, a Tojolabal village in the Las Margaritas municipality of Chiapas state, Mexico, Thursday, May 2, 2024. Vazquez and Santiz aim to encourage conversation and reflection in some of Chiapas' most closed communities, learn the realities of people there, and provide tools to improve their lives. (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte)]
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[image: A family takes a break from cutting grass for their donkeys and cows in Plan de Ayala, a Tojolabal village in the Las Margaritas municipality of Chiapas state, Thursday, May 2, 2024. Two women are on Mexico's ballot for president while women in some Indigenous areas have no voice in their own villages. However, with help from younger generations, some Indigenous women are pushing for change. (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte)]
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[image: Carmelina Cruz Gomez gives an interview in Plan de Ayala, a Tojolabal village in the Las Margaritas municipality of Chiapas state, Mexico, Tuesday, April 30, 2024. The 68-year-old Indigenous woman said she would have liked to have women among her community's leaders because she thinks they would make better decisions, but that the men have only allowed women to manage grants for educational matters. (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte)]
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[image: A woman leads her donkey, loaded with goods, in Plan de Ayala, a Tojolabal village in the Las Margaritas municipality of Chiapas state, Mexico, Friday, May 3, 2024. Two women are on Mexico's ballot for president while women in some Indigenous areas have no voice in their own villages. However, with help from younger generations, some Indigenous women are pushing for change. (AP Photo /Marco Ugarte)]
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                                        PLAN DE AYALA, Mexico (AP) -- At 4:30 a.m., the girls and women begin to appear in the dark streets of this rural village of Tojolabal people in southern Mexico. They walk in silence. Some are headed to grind corn to make their family's tortillas. Others fetch firewood to carry home, on their backs or with the help of a donkey. The youngest hurry to finish chores before running to school.

Hours later, it's still morning, and it's time to talk. A group of young women and men gathers in a classroom at the Plan de Ayala high school. They've come to discuss gender equality and reflect on the role of women in this remote Indigenous community in Chiapas, Mexico's poorest state.

Jeydi Hernandez, 17, wants to be a veterinarian and play basketball, though her first attempt to form a team failed: "There were 12 of us, but my friends got married, and there were only four of us left." Madai Gomez, 18, complains that she can't express opinions in her town: "They think women don't know anything."

Two Indigenous women lead the workshop, and dozens attend. Years ago, such an initiative would not have been so well-received, they say. But change is coming -- albeit slowly. 

Seventy years ago, Mexican women won the right to vote, and today the country is on the verge of electing its first woman president. Yet some of the Indigenous women who will vote in Sunday's national election still don't have a voice in their own homes and communities.

In Plan de Ayala and other corners of Mexico, women can't participate in local government. Men set priorities. They decide how to spend resources: repair the school or the park? Plan de Ayala's women aren't even registered residents, even though they are on voter rolls, so its 1,200 men can only guess at the true population.

With no official data, it's unclear how many communities operate this way. But it's one of many contradictions for a part of the Mexican population that for centuries has been marginalized. Now, Indigenous women are pushing for change -- little by little -- with the younger generation often leading the charge. 

    




PATH TO ACTIVISM

Of more than 23 million Indigenous people in Mexico -- nearly 20% of the population -- well over half live in poverty, according to government data from 2022. And women face the worst of it, with the lowest rates of literacy in their communities and little, if any, rights to own land.

Neither of the two women candidates for president -- Claudia Sheinbaum for the governing Morena party and the opposition's Xochitl Galvez -- have spoken much about Indigenous issues. Still, women in this region can't hide some hope that a woman president could better address some of their most pressing needs: health care and education access, and protection from domestic violence. 

The status of Mexico's Indigenous peoples leaped onto the international stage in 1994 in Chiapas, when Zapatista guerrilla fighters declared war against the government. They aimed not to take power, but demanded that the government address racism and marginalization suffered by Indigenous peoples. The movement had unusually high participation from women.

    



Twelve days of fighting and years of negotiation culminated in 2001 with a constitutional amendment that recognized the right of Indigenous people to autonomous government; to preserve their languages, land and cultural identity; and to have access to basic rights such as health care and education.

This allowed many small Indigenous communities to govern themselves and choose their leaders without national political influence. It also meant that the federal government frequently looked the other way when those local customs contradicted basic rights like gender equality.

After the uprising, Indigenous women felt encouraged to fight for their rights in their communities. In some places they succeeded. But poverty and inequality persist in many Indigenous communities.

Juana Cruz, 51, is one of the women on a crusade to bring change. She grew up listening to stories of the abuses suffered by four generations of her family forced to work on an estate where they had to speak Spanish rather than their native Tojolabal, a Mayan-family language. She remembers being beaten in school for not speaking Spanish well.



    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


Today she is one of the most veteran social activists in Las Margaritas, the municipality that includes Plan de Ayala, and director of Tzome Ixuk, which means "organized woman" in Tojolabal. Her collective accompanies victims of domestic violence to report crimes, organizes talks to hear communities' needs, hosts workshops for men and women about gender rights, and teaches children Tojolabal. Political parties have approached her, she said, but she rejected their recruitment efforts -- she wants to focus on organizing and educating in a politically independent environment.

"The ability that we have to decide is because we are not (affiliated) with any authority," Cruz said.

Six years ago, the Zapatistas and other Indigenous groups elected Maria de Jesus Patricio, better known as Marichuy, to run for president as their first independent candidate. She faced intense racism and didn't make it onto the ballot. "But she gave us strength," Cruz said. 

Cruz's own activism stretches back to the Zapatista uprising, when she first heard about "organizing" for rights. In the mid-1990s, she demanded water, electricity, sewer and schools for an Indigenous neighborhood in Las Margaritas -- demands that prompted dozens of men to attack her, she said.

She described politicians finding her demands unacceptable -- they believed Indigenous people didn't need such things.


'GENERATION OF CHANGE'

Since Cruz and others made those basic demands, there's been progress in places like Las Margaritas, a sprawling township of some 140,000 people spread across about 400 mostly Indigenous communities, including Plan de Ayala. Some people here were born on hugemassive estates where Indigenous workers were treated like slaves. Today, many get by with money sent from relatives who've made it to the United States.

Unwritten rules still govern much of life in the villages. Mexican law prohibits marriage until age 18, but many teens leave home years earlier and live as couples until they can legally wed. The community considers them married. 

For some girls, it's the only way to escape abusive homes -- one 15-year-old described to The Associated Press how a relative beat her almost daily.

    



"I wanted to get married as soon as I could," she said, even though she knew it meant giving up her dreams of continued education. "I would love to study again, but I still can't because that's the way the rules are here."

"When you marry, you leave school, you leave everything that you have," said the girl, whose name AP is withholding because she's a victim of abuse.

Increasingly, girls and young women are rejecting such norms. That's part of what's discussed in the workshops at Plan de Ayala high school.

About a third of those gathered said they would like to continue studying, according to Maria Leticia Santiz, 28, and Liz Vazquez, 33, who lead the discussion. 

"You all have the ability to make decisions in your communities, in your schools, in your families," Vazquez tells the group. "You are a generation of change." Santiz translates to Tojolabal.

    



A buzz spreads through the group. Using the native language generates confidence and shows the youths they can be proud of it, Santiz said: "There are still young people, women who are ashamed of the language, of being Indigenous."

Vazquez and Santiz are from a collective called Ch'ieltik, which means "we are those who grow" in the Indigenous language Tseltal. The group's goal is to encourage conversation and reflection among young people in some of Chiapas' most closed communities, learn the realities of people there, and provide tools to improve their lives.

Santiz says that in Plan de Ayala, where women have never held positions of authority, some women do want to participate in local civic life.

But "they don't dare because they feel they are going to be punished," Santiz said. "The social compacts that the people have sown in them are very ingrained."


LOOKING AHEAD

In Plan de Ayala, like most rural corners of Las Margaritas, there is little evidence of the coming national election. Posters of Sheinbaum are seen in some places. The face of Galvez -- who has Indigenous roots, with an Otomi father -- is not. 

Vazquez says that personally, she has not connected with either candidate. But in the workshop, she tells the group that a woman becoming president proves nothing is impossible.

Santiz is wary of politicians. "I haven't seen a change, attention toward the Indigenous," she said.

She said she wishes politicians would be authentic in their outreach to Indigenous communities and not simply use their people to sell an inclusive image: "Being Indigenous isn't just coming from an Indigenous community," she said. "It's returning and doing things for your community."

Experts say politicians have long looked down on Indigenous people and have wrongly explained away chauvinistic behavior as the carrying on of ancestral practices. Examples of Indigenous women rising to power -- for example, in leading the fight against controversial infrastructure projects like dams -- have been minimized.

The campaigns of the two leading female presidential candidates are notable for what's lacking: any prioritization of gender issues or detailed plans to address issues in Indigenous communities.

Sheinbaum insists she will try to reach agreements to compensate for past injustices against some Indigenous peoples. Galvez has only gone so far as to remind voters of projects she pushed when she was in charge of Indigenous development under a previous administration, two decades ago.

In Plan de Ayala, Vazquez and Santiz leave the workshop at the high school encouraged. The young men seemed receptive to speaking about equality, and they see signs of change: fathers supporting their daughters' dreams, young women carving out spaces for themselves. 





After the workshop, Madai Gomez, the 18-year-old, heads home to finish helping her mother. She's not yet sure about continuing school -- she wants to be economically independent and considers herself a strong woman who doesn't take "no" for an answer. Maybe she'll stay here and find work. Maybe she'll try making it to the U.S. 

That afternoon, she puts on her soccer uniform and heads to the local field, optimistic that more girls want to join. On the dirt track, teens pass older women wearing traditional embroidered blouses and shiny satin skirts returning from the fields, their bodies stooped by huge bundles of grass hoisted on their backs.

Gomez said she believes in the potential of women in her community and thinks Mexico's first woman president could show they can do more even than men.

"I want gender equality to come, for them to give us that chance to raise our voices, for our voice to be valued the same as a man's," she said.
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    [image: Nelly Korda chips to the 10th green during the first round of the U.S. Women's Open golf tournament at Lancaster Country Club, Thursday, May 30, 2024, in Lancaster, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)]
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[image: Nelly Korda hits her tee shot on the 18th hole during a practice round for the U.S. Women's Open golf tournament at Lancaster Country Club, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Lancaster, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)]
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                                        LANCASTER, Pa. (AP) -- Nelly Korda took a 10 on her third hole of the U.S. Women's Open on Thursday when she hit three short-game shots into the stream in front of the par-3 12th green.
It was a devastating start for the No. 1 player in women's golf at Lancaster Country Club, a course that already was playing difficult enough that birdies were hard to find.
Korda walked off the green and removed her visor, placing her hand over her forehead for a few seconds before walking over to the next tee. A video crew kept the camera fixed on the walking scorer as "+1" was changed to a "+8" next to her name.
The 12th hole -- Korda started her round on No. 10 -- had the markings of a problem. It measures 161 yards down the hill to a green that slopes from back to front and has a stream in front of it. The pin was at the front, where the green pitches more severely toward the water.

    


When Korda's group reached the hole, there were two other groups on the tee waiting to play.
Her tee shot bounced over the green into a bunker. Korda splashed it out of the sand with too much pace, and it rolled past the pin and kept going down the slope into the water. She took a penalty drop on the other side of the stream and hit a low pitch that hit the bank and rolled back into the water.




She took another penalty drop. Her next pitch flew to the front of the green, and rolled back again into the water. Korda dropped into a crouch, stunned by a U.S. Women's Open that was getting away from her just as she was getting started.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Korda dropped a third time, hit a pitch that flew to the hole and rolled about 8 feet by. She missed the putt and took a septuple-bogey 10.
Korda began her round with a bogey when she didn't have enough club from 160 yards away. Her ball landed just short of the green and rolled some 35 yards down a steep hill.
She was the overwhelming favorite coming into the biggest event on the LPGA schedule, a winner in six of her last seven tournaments. That included the first major of the year in the Chevron Championship, where she tied an LPGA record with her fifth win in a row.
Korda has only two top 10s in the U.S. Women's Open, known as being the toughest test in golf with its difficult setup.
___
AP golf: https://apnews.com/hub/golf
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    [image: Tennis fans queue to buy beer during second round matches of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Thursday, May 30, 2024. One player said a French Open spectator threw a piece of gum toward him. Another, No. 1-ranked Iga Swiatek, chastised the crowd at the main stadium for making too much noise during points. So the Grand Slam tournament decided enough was enough: As of Thursday, fans are banned from having alcohol in the stands. (AP Photo/Jean-Francois Badias)]
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[image: Tennis fans scream during second round matches of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Thursday, May 30, 2024. One player said a French Open spectator threw a piece of gum toward him. Another, No. 1-ranked Iga Swiatek, chastised the crowd at the main stadium for making too much noise during points. So the Grand Slam tournament decided enough was enough: As of Thursday, fans are banned from having alcohol in the stands. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)]
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[image: Spectators shout during the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Thursday, May 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)]
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- One player said a French Open spectator spat chewed gum toward him. Another, No. 1-ranked Iga Swiatek, chastised the crowd at the main stadium for making too much noise during points.
So the folks in charge of the Grand Slam event at Roland Garros decided enough was enough: Tournament director Amelie Mauresmo said Thursday that -- Sacre bleu! -- fans now are banned from having alcohol while attending matches. Which, not all that surprisingly, was not necessarily a huge hit with some of those paying for tickets.
"They should let us drink," said Ana Malevukovic, a 37-year-old plastic surgeon from Serbia, standing near a bar selling a "garden spritz" outside Court Philippe Chatrier. "It's allowed everywhere else. Why shouldn't it be allowed at a tennis match?"
In another part of her effort to rein in the rowdiness at what is supposedly a genteel sport, Mauresmo -- who won two Grand Slam titles as a player more than a decade ago -- said security would be tightened around the site on Day 5 of the major tournament held annually in southwest Paris.

    


"Until now, alcohol was allowed in the stands. Not in every stand; not in the (VIP section of Chatrier), for example," she said. "But now it's over. Everywhere."




This is not unprecedented in sports. Just one, more extreme, example: Drinking alcohol while in view of the field was banned from all soccer matches in Britain nearly 40 years ago following years of fan violence. Go to a game there nowadays, and the stadium concourses are packed with people guzzling beers.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Guilherme Kagaya, attending the French Open for the first time, sipped beer from a plastic commemorative cup on a walkway not far from Court Suzanne Lenglen, where he had been following along as Alexander Zverev beat David Goffin in the second round.
Kagaya, a 40-year-old from Brazil who works in advertising, took a glass-half-full view of the matter.

    


"For me, it's not a problem, because at least I can still drink outside the stadium," he said. "It's actually more normal to have a beer outside."
The ban follows concerns about the behavior of those watching the competition.
It was Goffin, a Belgian, who complained after his first-round victory Tuesday against a French foe on Court 14 -- capacity: 2,158 -- that he was "insulted for 3 1/2 hours" by the partisan supporters. The worst part? The piece of gum sent in his direction during the match.
"It's a total lack of respect. I think it's just too much. It's becoming soccer. Soon there'll be smoke bombs, hooligans and fights in the stands. I think it's getting ridiculous. Some people are there more to cause trouble than to enjoy the atmosphere," Goffin said, noting that he thought things are worse at the French Open than the U.S. Open, Wimbledon or Australian Open.
"Here, it's really an unhealthy atmosphere, I think," said Goffin, who has reached the quarterfinals at three of the four Grand Slam tournaments. "You can feel that people are talking to you and trying to throw you off balance with really harsh words. I'm not going to repeat what I heard."

    


Mauresmo said she thought spectators at sports events have pushed the boundaries since coming out of the COVID-19 pandemic.
"People went back to the stadiums and were eager to relive that kind of emotion. And then we noticed, like with (Goffin) the other day, that there were some people who actually crossed the line," she said. "So what I'd like to say is, yes, we're happy that there's an atmosphere, that there's emotion, that there's a crowd. On the other hand, we're going to be adamant about respecting the players and the game."
Swiatek, seeking her fourth trophy in five years at Roland Garros, dispensed with the usual "Thank you for cheering for me!" type of postmatch speech, and instead told the fans they were too disruptive during points when she was getting past former No. 1 Naomi Osaka in a thrilling three-set contest Wednesday.
"When you scream something during the rally or right before the return, it's really, really hard to be focused," Swiatek said.

    


"The stakes are big and there is a lot of money here to win. So losing a few points may change a lot," she said. "So please, guys, if you can support us between the rallies -- but not during -- that would be really, really amazing."
Osaka, for one, did not have an issue with what was going on, saying it was nothing compared to the sort of stuff one sees and hears during the U.S. Open, where she won two of her four Grand Slam titles.
"I thought the crowd was really cool. For me, I feel like those are the moments I live for. Also, it just makes me feel like the crowd is having fun, and I think at the end of the day that's what I want the most. I want people to -- like, no matter if I won or lost -- (say), 'Oh, I watched the match and I had a great time,'" Osaka said.
"For me, I didn't have a problem with the crowd at all," she added. "But I'm also used to the New York crowd."
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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    [image: Russia's Daniil Medvedev plays a shot against Serbia's Miomir Kecmanovic during their second round match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Thursday, May 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)]
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[image: Aryna Sabalenka of Belarus celebrates after her second round match of the French Open tennis tournament against Japan's Moyuka Uchijima at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Thursday, May 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)]
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[image: Germany's Alexander Zverev walks to the baseline during his second round match of the French Open tennis tournament against Belgium's David Goffin at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Thursday, May 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)]
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[image: Stadium workers cover due to the rain during the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Thursday, May 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)]
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        Aryna Sabalenka and Daniil Medvedev advance as rain continues to disrupt the French Open

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Russia's Daniil Medvedev plays a shot against Serbia's Miomir Kecmanovic during their second round match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Thursday, May 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)]
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[image: Aryna Sabalenka of Belarus celebrates after her second round match of the French Open tennis tournament against Japan's Moyuka Uchijima at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Thursday, May 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)]
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[image: Germany's Alexander Zverev walks to the baseline during his second round match of the French Open tennis tournament against Belgium's David Goffin at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Thursday, May 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)]
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- Australian Open champion Aryna Sabalenka stayed out of the rain and moved into the third round of the French Open on Thursday.
The second-seeded Sabalenka beat Japanese qualifier Moyuka Uchijima 6-2, 6-2 on Court Philippe Chatrier as showers again affected play at Roland Garros.
The inclement weather, which is expected to last for much of the day, halted play on all courts not equipped with a roof for the third consecutive day.
"It's going to be a bit tricky today. So we're keeping our fingers crossed," tournament director Amelie Mauresmo said.
Sabalenka, who reached the French Open semifinals last year, will next face Paula Badosa, a close friend and her doubles partner for this year's clay-court Grand Slam tournament.
"It's always tough to play your friend," Sabalenka said. "But we know how to separate court and life."

    


No. 4 Elena Rybakina, the Wimbledon champion in 2022, advanced by beating Arantxa Rus 6-3, 6-4.
Fifth-seeded Daniil Medvedev also reached the third round after his opponent, Miomir Kecmanovic, retired while trailing 6-1, 5-0. The Serbian player decided to quit the match after 55 minutes of play.




Three days after defeating Rafael Nadal, No. 4 Alexander Zverev beat David Goffin 7-6 (4), 6-2, 6-2 on Court Suzanne Lenglen.
"The crowd is always unbelievable in Paris, since we got the two new roofs it's even more electric," Zverev said. "When you guys are rooting for me, it's even better."
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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    [image: FILE - Miami Dolphins wide receiver Jaylen Waddle (17) runs with the ball past New York Jets linebacker Quincy Williams (56) during an NFL football game, Sunday, Dec 17, 2023, in Miami Gardens, Fla. Waddle has agreed to a three-year, $84.75 million contract extension with the Miami Dolphins, a person familiar with the deal told The Associated Press.(AP Photo/Doug Murray, File)]
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                                        MIAMI GARDENS, Fla. (AP) -- Wide receiver Jaylen Waddle has agreed to a three-year, $84.75 million contract extension with the Miami Dolphins, a person familiar with the deal told The Associated Press.
The deal includes $76 million guaranteed and keeps Waddle under contract through the 2028 season. The person spoke on condition of anonymity because the contract details have not been announced.
Waddle will now become one of the highest-paid receivers in the NFL after three productive seasons to start his pro career. 
ESPN first reported the deal.
Waddle, drafted sixth overall out of Alabama in 2021, had his third straight 1,000-yard receiving season in 2023. He set a rookie record with 104 catches in 2021, along with 1,015 yards and six touchdowns. He followed that with a career-best 1,356 yards in 2022, averaging a league-high 18.1 yards per catch.

    


Even as Miami's No. 2 receiver the past two years behind Tyreek Hill -- last season's NFL receiving yards leader -- Waddle's 3,385 career receiving yards rank 13th in the NFL since 2021.
Locking in Waddle long term had been a priority for the Dolphins all offseason. General manager Chris Grier has repeated that the team wants to keep Waddle in Miami and said in April that the Dolphins intended to pick up the fifth-year option on his rookie deal.




Waddle's extension comes as Tua Tagovailoa waits on a new deal that could push the salary of Miami's starting quarterback to somewhere around $50 million annually. Tagovailoa is entering the final year of his rookie deal and will play under a $23.1 million fifth-year option if the two sides can not reach an agreement on an extension.
Both Tagovailoa and Waddle were part of a Dolphins team that led the NFL in total offense (401.3 yards per game) and passing offense (265.5) and finished second in yards per play (6.5) and red zone offense.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/NFL
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    [image: FILE - Wisconsin's Traevon Jackson dribbles past the NCAA logo during practice at the NCAA men's college basketball tournament March 26, 2014, in Anaheim, Calif. University presidents around the country are scheduled to meet this week in May 2024, to vote on whether to accept a proposed settlement of an antitrust lawsuit that would cost the NCAA nearly $3 billion in damages. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)]
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[image: FILE - Miami practices before the start of the Atlantic Coast Conference basketball tournament March 11, 2024, in Washington. The NCAA and the nation's five biggest conferences have agreed to pay nearly $2.8 billion to settle a host of antitrust claims,a monumental decision that sets the stage for a groundbreaking revenue-sharing model that could start directing millions of dollars directly to athletes as soon as the 2025 fall semester.(AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)]
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[image: FILE - Arkansas players run past the Southeastern Conference logo during practice for the 2006 SEC men's basketball tournament March 8, 2006, in Nashville, Tenn. The NCAA and the nation's five biggest conferences have agreed to pay nearly $2.8 billion to settle a host of antitrust claims,a monumental decision that sets the stage for a groundbreaking revenue-sharing model that could start directing millions of dollars directly to athletes as soon as the 2025 fall semester. (AP Photo/Mark Humphrey, File)]
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[image: FILE - Miami practices before the start of the Atlantic Coast Conference basketball tournament March 11, 2024, in Washington. The NCAA and the nation's five biggest conferences have agreed to pay nearly $2.8 billion to settle a host of antitrust claims,a monumental decision that sets the stage for a groundbreaking revenue-sharing model that could start directing millions of dollars directly to athletes as soon as the 2025 fall semester.(AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)]
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                                        Bernadette McGlade leads an Atlantic 10 Conference built around basketball and focused on getting multiple bids to the NCAA men's tournament much more than anything tied to big-time football.
Yet her league is among dozens conferences and scores of schools that will feel the impact from the NCAA and major college conferences approving a $2.8 billion settlement of federal antitrust claims that calls for paying athletes with a plan framed in a football-driven college sports landscape.
"We've got to move forward, we want to continue to preserve our rich history in basketball," McGlade told The Associated Press. "So we have to get to the strategy table and start doing analysis."
Schools that lean on basketball in leagues like the A-10, Big East -- home to UConn, the two-time reigning men's national champion -- and the West Coast Conference face the prospect of directing millions to their athletes every year. But they have to figure out the best way to do that without streams of football money flowing in.

    


"With the opportunity that football brings, there's a lot of (financial) obligation that football brings, too," said Gonzaga athletic director Chris Standiford, whose WCC basketball program has gone from mid-major to national power over the past quarter-century. "So it cuts both ways. We don't have the obligation of the operations and new expenses associated with the compensation of football players. But we don't have the benefit of the revenues that come with it, particularly the TV revenues."




The settlement includes the NCAA and conferences paying $2.77 billion over 10 years to more than 14,000 former and current college athletes who say now-defunct rules prevented them from earning money or endorsement deals dating to 2016. Under the plan, each school would be allowed to set aside up to around $21 million to pay athletes, a cap that could change. It could start as soon as the 2025 fall semester.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The lawsuit targeted the so-called Power Five conferences - Atlantic Coast, Big 12, Big Ten, Pac-12 and Southeastern - as well as Notre Dame But coming up with money to pay for the settlement will hit hundreds of other Division I member schools in the form of smaller annual payouts from the organization. That revenue flows largely from the NCAA's lucrative TV contract for the men's basketball tournament and its other championship events.

    


The NCAA has no role in the College Football Playoff or bowl games and TV deals for football are struck at the conference level.. Yet schools with smaller or even no football program will be shouldering a piece of the settlement before even getting into paying future athletes.
"I think the real interesting angle here is: Why does men's basketball pay for the entire overhead of college athletics and college football doesn't contribute?" Standiford asked.
McGlade went a step further, noting that the projected CFP per-school payouts alone to the Big Ten and SEC (around $22 million) largely covers the estimated annual amount a school can pay to athletes. McGlade estimated the focus for the basketball-focused schools in her league could be generating around $3 million to $5 million in annual payments by comparison.

    


"We knew the settlement was being discussed and I think everyone across D-I was supportive of that for this whole year," McGlade said. "We didn't know the gory details of what the payment model would be. The disproportionality is a real concern, and it wouldn't have taken that much for that proportionality to get balanced a little bit more and everyone be a little bit more respectful of each other."
Jay Bilas, a former Duke player and attorney who is also an ESPN basketball broadcaster, said NCAA member schools put themselves in this position by voting "in lockstep to restrict athletes from making money all these years."
"So there's no difference in culpability from the University of Georgia to Marquette," Bilas said. "They're all equally culpable in violating federal antitrust law. So that to me should not be lost in all this, that all of them were of like mind in saying the athletes get nothing but scholarship or stipend or whatever it is."

    


It will take a lot of work to find the best answer for each school within what amounts to a vastly different economic model.
At Gonzaga, for example, the men's basketball program generated about $19.2 million in revenue for the 2022-23 season according to Education Department figures. That represented nearly 45% of that year's overall athletics revenues ($42.9 million).
That was similar to the Atlantic 10's Dayton, which was ranked No. 24 in the final AP Top 25 of the season. The Flyers men's basketball program accounted for 44% of athletics revenue ($40.1 million). In the Big East, men's basketball accounted for north of 48% of total revenues at football-free schools like Marquette ($42.6 million) and Creighton ($35 million).

    


By comparison, blueblood names like Duke and North Carolina (ACC), Kentucky (SEC) and Kansas (Big 12) from football-driven power conferences had men's basketball programs accounting for no more than 29% of total revenue that exceeded roughly $138 million in each case.
At football-crazy Alabama, a men's basketball program that was the No. 1 overall seed in the 2023 NCAA Tournament and reached this year's Final Four accounted for just 10.8% of total revenue ($191.2 million) for the 2022-23 season.
"I think everybody would identify that Villanova's investment in basketball is important at Villanova, or UConn, or whoever, and they're going to continue to do everything they can to compete at that level," Standiford said. "And we'll do the same. But where does that money come from?
"I don't think it benefits us," Standiford added. "But I also think we're a very unique group of schools. I don't know how you would ever attain our status if you didn't have it already. I think that's what it's going to change."
Bilas, however, remained confident that basketball-centric programs will "make it work," noting that athletics success can fuel school-changing growth and improvements beyond sports.
"These revenue streams are growing and they're going to continue to grow because live sports is very valuable," Bilas said. "It's not just valuable on the football side, that's the most valuable. But basketball's really valuable. Women's basketball, some of these other sports. So we'll see how it comes out.
"I see all these different institutions continuing to compete at a high level, but now they'll have to compete for talent in the economic realm."
___
AP college basketball: https://apnews.com/hub/college-basketball
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                                        Real Madrid is going for a record-extending 15th European Cup.
Borussia Dortmund is aiming to pull off one of soccer's biggest upsets in recent memory.
Whoever wins the Champions League final on Saturday will be defying the odds in their own way.
Madrid's domination of European club soccer's biggest prize confounds belief. Its record of 14 titles is twice as many as its closest rival AC Milan.
"The club has created its history in this competition," coach Carlo Ancelotti says.
Madrid's record in the Champions League era is even more impressive: Eight wins since the tournament was rebranded in 1992; three in a row from 2016-18 and five in the last 10 years. In the same period, Madrid has won La Liga only four times.
Madrid has also been a semifinalist in 12 of the last 14 seasons.
"It's something special for the club, for all the madridistas (fans) and for us, who are also madridistas. It's a competition where we're more focused," says Ancelotti, who can win a record-extending fifth Champions League as a coach.

    


Teams are not supposed to enjoy such superiority in a competition filled with the biggest and richest clubs in the world. Not even great teams of recent times such as Pep Guardiola's Barcelona or Alex Ferguson's Manchester United -- both repeat finalists -- could come close to the kind of hold Madrid has had on the Champions League. And even in the face of competition from state-backed teams like Manchester City and Paris Saint-Germain, the all-time king of Europe refuses to be dethroned.




Which is why this final is so intriguing.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

It is a clash between the old money and glamor of Madrid and the savvy approach of a Dortmund team that has found an alternative way to compete with Europe's superpowers.
There is no better illustration of the contrast between the rivals than Jude Bellingham, who swapped Dortmund for Madrid last year in a deal worth up to $139 million.

    


Bellingham could well be the match-winner, having helped fire Madrid to the Spanish title in a spectacular debut season.
Yet, in his absence, Dortmund stands on the brink of adding to its lone Champions League triumph in 1997 in its third final ever.
Selling the likes of Bellingham is part of the German club's strategy of buying emerging talents and then cashing in.
A year earlier, it was Erling Haaland who was sold to Man City. The roll call of stars who have passed through the club includes Jadon Sancho, Christian Pulisic, Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang, Ousmane Dembele and Robert Lewandowski.
Not that Dortmund represents a fairytale in the strictest of terms. Forbes ranks it as the 12th most valuable soccer team in the world in its most recent rich list. But it represents a different way of competing at the top.
Dortmund's willingness to give opportunities to young players before selling them to bigger clubs has made it an appealing option for the likes of Haaland and Bellingham, who were both targets of Manchester United before choosing to develop their careers in Germany.
"I was at Dortmund for three years, I took a path that's a bit unfamiliar for players in England," Bellingham has said. "But I am grateful for the opportunities I've been given in European football. Maybe they wouldn't be as accessible in England."

    


Bellingham's move has paid off for all parties. He is playing beside Vinicius Junior and Eduardo Camavinga, and they are expected to be joined next season by Kylian Mbappe.
Such talent has been the bedrock of Madrid's Champions League dominance. Many of the game's greats have worn the white shirt from Zinedine Zidane to Cristiano Ronaldo.
Dortmund do it a different way. Besides the youngsters, it has squeezed last flings out of aging stars Mats Hummels, Niclas Fullkrug and Marcel Sabitzer to plot a path to a first final in 11 years. The loan signing of Sancho after his troubled spell at United has also been key.
While it has endured a disappointing Bundesliga season, finishing fifth and 27 points adrift of champion Bayer Leverkusen, Dortmund has eliminated Dutch champion PSV and French champion PSG in the Champions League under Edin Terzic.

    


"Our objective is to win the Champions League and to do that you have to beat the champions. Now the absolute champion historically, and in particular in this competition, awaits us," Terzic says. "If anyone has shown that you can achieve a lot in one game, it has been us, especially this season and especially in this competition."
___
James Robson is at https://twitter.com/jamesalanrobson
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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    [image: Milwaukee Brewers' William Contreras rounds the bases after hitting a three-run home run against the Houston Astros during the fifth inning of a baseball game Saturday, May 18, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Eric Christian Smith)]
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[image: San Francisco Giants' Heliot Ramos (17) hits a two-run single in front of Philadelphia Phillies catcher J.T. Realmuto during the seventh inning of a baseball game in San Francisco, Monday, May 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)]
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[image: Kansas City Royals' Salvador Perez, left, celebrates with teammates after their baseball game against the Detroit Tigers Tuesday, May 21, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. The Royals won 10-3. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)]
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers' Will Smith (16) celebrates with eammate Enrique Hernandez (8) after scoring on a hit by Jason Heyward which resulting in a double play during the second inning of a baseball game against the Cincinnati Reds, Saturday, May 25, 2024, in Cincinnati. (AP Photo/Jeff Dean)]
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[image: Baltimore Orioles' Adley Rutschman celebrates in the dugout after his two-run home run off Chicago White Sox starting pitcher Garrett Crochet during the six inning of a baseball game, Sunday, May 26, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)]
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[image: Philadelphia Phillies' J.T. Realmuto, center, is doused by Brandon Marsh, right, and Bryson Stott after a baseball game against the Texas Rangers, Wednesday, May 22, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)]
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    [image: Milwaukee Brewers' William Contreras rounds the bases after hitting a three-run home run against the Houston Astros during the fifth inning of a baseball game Saturday, May 18, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Eric Christian Smith)]
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[image: San Francisco Giants' Heliot Ramos (17) hits a two-run single in front of Philadelphia Phillies catcher J.T. Realmuto during the seventh inning of a baseball game in San Francisco, Monday, May 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)]
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[image: Kansas City Royals' Salvador Perez, left, celebrates with teammates after their baseball game against the Detroit Tigers Tuesday, May 21, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. The Royals won 10-3. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 6 | Kansas City Royals' Salvador Perez, left, celebrates with teammates after their baseball game against the Detroit Tigers Tuesday, May 21, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. The Royals won 10-3. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 6
Kansas City Royals' Salvador Perez, left, celebrates with teammates after their baseball game against the Detroit Tigers Tuesday, May 21, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. The Royals won 10-3. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Los Angeles Dodgers' Will Smith (16) celebrates with eammate Enrique Hernandez (8) after scoring on a hit by Jason Heyward which resulting in a double play during the second inning of a baseball game against the Cincinnati Reds, Saturday, May 25, 2024, in Cincinnati. (AP Photo/Jeff Dean)]
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[image: Baltimore Orioles' Adley Rutschman celebrates in the dugout after his two-run home run off Chicago White Sox starting pitcher Garrett Crochet during the six inning of a baseball game, Sunday, May 26, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)]
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[image: Philadelphia Phillies' J.T. Realmuto, center, is doused by Brandon Marsh, right, and Bryson Stott after a baseball game against the Texas Rangers, Wednesday, May 22, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 6 | Philadelphia Phillies' J.T. Realmuto, center, is doused by Brandon Marsh, right, and Bryson Stott after a baseball game against the Texas Rangers, Wednesday, May 22, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 6
Philadelphia Phillies' J.T. Realmuto, center, is doused by Brandon Marsh, right, and Bryson Stott after a baseball game against the Texas Rangers, Wednesday, May 22, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            Steve Megargee

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        MILWAUKEE (AP) -- Slowed by stiff knees and bruised by foul balls and backswings, major league catchers have long been defined by what they do defensively -- even if it hinders them on offense. Perhaps because of the universal designated hitter and strategic changes like one-knee squatting, that might be changing.
Major league catchers have an average OPS of .691 through Wednesday, not far from the league-wide average of .697 for players at all positions. A season hasn't ended with catchers having a higher average OPS than the league-wide mark since 1879. The closest it's come to happening since 1900 was in 1977, when catchers were at .733 while the league average was .741.
"When you have a young group of catchers like we do in our game right now, talented catchers in our game right now, you're going to see this," said Cleveland Guardians manager Stephen Vogt, who caught in the majors from 2012-22. "The catching position is probably as good as it's been in years, for sure."

    


Leading the way are Kansas City's Salvador Perez (.923), Milwaukee's William Contreras (.903), the Los Angeles Dodgers' Will Smith (.876), Baltimore's Adley Rutschman (.815), Philadelphia's J.T. Realmuto (.781) and Colorado's Elias Diaz (.774). No catcher has ended a year with an OPS of .900 or higher with at least 502 plate appearances since San Francisco's Buster Posey at .957 in 2012.




Given the demanding nature of the position, it's reasonable to expect catchers' hitting production to tumble in the second half. Pittsburgh Pirates manager Derek Shelton, a former minor league catcher and major league hitting coach, says he believes it will level off. New York Yankees catcher Jose Trevino said it's hard to predict what might happen but acknowledged the toll the position takes.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It's going to wear you down just because of the workload, right?" Trevino said. "So, yeah, I think normally it's going to have an effect on you for sure."

    


Yet some catchers, such as the Contreras brothers, have bucked the trend.
Contreras caught a career-high 108 games for Milwaukee last year, yet his OPS improved from .773 in the first half to .873 in the second. Contreras is the younger brother of injured St. Louis Cardinals catcher Willson Contreras, a three-time All-Star whose OPS went from .754 in the first half to .959 in the second half last year. Willson Contreras is out at least six weeks after a swing by the Mets' J.D. Martinez broke his left forearm.
One possible reason for the improvement: More and more backstops in recent seasons have eschewed the traditional catchers squat for a one-knee down stance in order to improve their pitch framing. Vogt thinks the change has also helped limit the stress on their legs. 
"They're going to be able to play more," Vogt said. "They're going to be able to play a lot longer. They're not going to take the pounding and the wear and tear in their knees and hips and back like a lot of the traditional catchers did."
Fox analyst A.J. Pierzynski, who caught in the majors from 1998-2016, downplayed the impact of the one-knee-down approach on catchers' improved hitting. Pierzynski points out that catchers still face plenty of challenges physically and mentally.

    


"It does take some strain off of you, but you still get foul balls, you still get a lot of the same stuff," Pierzynski said.
Pierzynski says a bigger factor is the way catchers are being used. The National League's adoption of the designated hitter in 2022 makes it easier for catchers to stay in the lineup even when they aren't behind the plate.
That means players aren't having to catch as many games.
The only player to work behind the plate in at least 130 games either of the last two seasons is Realmuto, who caught 133 games each of those years. By contrast, at least four players caught 130-plus games every year from 2011-14.
Yet the best hitting catchers are actually in the lineup more often than before. William Contreras, whose .323 batting average ranks fifth in the NL, says his occasional DH assignments have helped him stay in a rhythm at the plate.

    


"When there was no DH in the National League, your days off were kind of your days off," Contreras said through an interpreter. "Now we're kind of able to treat my DH days as my days off and we're able to keep my bat in the lineup for the team. It definitely helps."
Rutschman has thrived as a DH, with a 1.033 OPS in 18 games there compared to a .691 OPS when he's catching.
Pierzynski said players such as the Contreras brothers, Rutschman or Perez also can stay fresher at the plate during their non-catching days because they get a break from having to concentrate on how to handle a pitching staff or how to attack an opposing lineup on those days. 
"Let's say you're Adley Rutschman," Pierzynski said. "(You're thinking), 'How are we going to get Aaron Judge out today? Guess what, I don't have to worry about it because I'm a DH. All I've got to do is worry about is how I'm going to get a hit and drive in some runs for these guys.'"

    


Teams with the best offensive catchers have capitalized on this opportunity.
Perez has missed just two games and Rutschman has sat out just three this season.
Perez and Rutschman have missed just two games each this season. Perez has 13 starts at first base and seven at DH. Rutschman has 32 starts and 34 overall appearances as a catcher.
William Contreras hasn't missed a game since Aug. 20 of last season.
"It's just something that mutually we've gotten to this point in the season playing pretty well, and I'm feeling really good," said Contreras, who had made 45 starts at catcher and 10 at DH through Wednesday. "I don't think I'm ready for that day off yet. That's what I come to the stadium every day for, is to come and get my body ready to play and to be out there and play the game.
"At this point, we're going to kind of keep doing it. Maybe down the line, there will be a day off in there."
The hitting surge from catchers comes at an ideal time. 
An automated ball-strike system is being used at the Triple-A level for a second straight season, raising the possibility that it eventually could reach the majors. It will become more essential for catchers to provide offense if pitch framing becomes less important.
The emergence of players such as Contreras and Rutschman has helped alter the league-wide perception of catchers, a shift that should continue to take hold even if they don't maintain this history-making pace at the plate.
"The catching position has definitely changed," Pierzynski said. "It's definitely becoming a more offensive position. If you can find a catcher who can give you DH days and can throw a little bit, frame a pitch here and there but also be an offensive force, that's value."
___
AP baseball writer Ron Blum and AP sports writer Tom Withers contributed to this report.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/MLB
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Women's 3-on-3 league developed by Breanna Stewart and Napheesa Collier to debut in January

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: New York Liberty forward Breanna Stewart (30) dribbles the ball during the second half of a WNBA basketball game against the Indiana Fever, Saturday, May 18, 2024, in New York. The Liberty won 91-80. (AP Photo/Noah K. Murray)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Breanna Stewart and Napheesa Collier's 3-on-3 league Unrivaled is set to debut in January with players earning the highest average salary in women's professional sports league history.
Collier and Stewart said that all salaries will be six figures and that players will also have an equity stake in the league.
"It's really important to us," Collier told The Associated Press. "Compensation is a huge part of Unrivaled as a league and a business. All the players in this first year will have equity in the league. For players to have a piece of the pie essentially to grow their generational wealth is something we're really excited about."
Stewart said that compensation was key for players, many of whom have spent their offseason overseas supplementing their WNBA incomes. The average WNBA base salary is about $130,000 with the top stars able to earn more than $500,000 through salary, marketing agreements, an in-season tournament and bonuses.

    


"It's amazing, not only for the salaries to be similar or more than your WNBA salary, but to be able to build brand partnerships that can't come into the W or the NBA," Stewart said. "It's more than just an initial salary, but showing these companies who you are as a player."




The league, which was first announced last summer, will run for eight weeks with the 30 players divided into six teams. The squads will play two games a week with the contests taking place on a court about two-thirds the size of a WNBA one. The teams will stay the same throughout the season. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Games will be four quarters long with less time in each quarter than a WNBA contest. Unrivaled President Alex Bazzell said that the rules will be released at a later date.
"This was built as a product," he said. "It's meant to solve some of the things that I think just from an average fan's perspective watching women's basketball that is missing. It's space, it's pace. Some of the things that make the college game and NBA great to watch. At the same time it's not an All-Star game with trading baskets and everyone having fun. It's meant to bring out the best of the best to compete." 

    


The rosters will also be announced at a later date, but Stewart and Collier both said that a few WNBA All-Stars have already signed on.
Players will be housed about 15 minutes from the facility, which is a soundstage in Miami that's being built up. 
"Stewie and I both have families and understand the importance of childcare," Collier said. "Make sure the parents in the league are taken care of."
Collier also said there will be weight rooms and recovery rooms so that players can take care of themselves.
The league added a strong group of investors to fund the launch. Theye include Carmelo Anthony, Alex Morgan, Megan Rapinoe, Michelle Wie West, Ashton Kutcher, Steve Nash and Geno Auriemma.
"It's not just about the dollars, but the relationships they have. We've been very selected with the people we brought in," Bazzell said. "Investing in women's sports there's a ROI for it now. We wanted to have a group of people we could call up and say 'Hey can you help in this area?'"

    


Former ESPN President John Skipper and former Turner President David Levy are both investors and will be spearheading the league media rights deal. Levy, who is the co-founder and co-CEO of Horizon Sports & Experiences will work on Unrivaled's sponsorship sales efforts.
"I've never seen a win, win, win like this on all aspects that there are no losers," Levy said. "The fans win, the media companies win, the leagues win, the ladies win. It seems unusual to get all that lined up at a moment in time. It's like a penny stock that can go to a $10 in, you know, a year from now, two years from now."
Levy said a few factors are driving this inflection point for women's basketball that include attendance, viewership, sports betting, engagement and branding. 
"I don't think this is a one-off," he said. "Women's basketball and probably women's soccer are taking off in a very big way."
Stewart said that the league has come a long way since the initial dinner two years ago when the idea of the league was first hatched.
"There's nothing not to like about it, the only thing people are scared of is that it's in its first year," Stewart said.
___
AP WNBA: https://apnews.com/hub/wnba-basketball
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'Pure grit.' Jordan Chiles is making a run at a second Olympics, this time on her terms

    'Pure grit.' Jordan Chiles is making a run at a second Olympics, this time on her terms

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Gymnast Jordan Chiles answers a question during an interview Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024, in Spring, Texas. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)]
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[image: Gymnast Jordan Chiles pauses during training Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024, in Spring, Texas. Chiles doesn't have to put herself through this. She knows this. The proof is tattooed on her arm. It's sitting in her trophy room. It's on her social media pages, which are dotted with the kind of partnerships she once never dreamed possible.(AP Photo/David J. Phillip)]
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[image: Jordan Chiles competes in the floor exercise during the U.S. Classic gymnastics event Saturday, May 18, 2024, in Hartford, Conn. (AP Photo/Bryan Woolston)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 10 | Jordan Chiles competes in the floor exercise during the U.S. Classic gymnastics event Saturday, May 18, 2024, in Hartford, Conn. (AP Photo/Bryan Woolston)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Gymnast Jordan Chiles practices her floor routine Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024, in Spring, Texas. Chiles doesn't have to put herself through this. She knows this. The proof is tattooed on her arm. It's sitting in her trophy room. It's on her social media pages, which are dotted with the kind of partnerships she once never dreamed possible. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)]
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[image: Gymnast Jordan Chiles smiles as she takes a break during a training session Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024, in Spring, Texas. Chiles doesn't have to put herself through this. She knows this. The proof is tattooed on her arm. It's sitting in her trophy room. It's on her social media pages, which are dotted with the kind of partnerships she once never dreamed possible.(AP Photo/David J. Phillip)]
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[image: Gymnast Jordan Chiles practices Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024, in Spring, Texas. Chiles doesn't have to put herself through this. She knows this. The proof is tattooed on her arm. It's sitting in her trophy room. It's on her social media pages, which are dotted with the kind of partnerships she once never dreamed possible. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)]
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[image: Gymnast Jordan Chiles answers a question during an interview Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024, in Spring, Texas. Chiles doesn't have to put herself through this. She knows this. The proof is tattooed on her arm. It's sitting in her trophy room. It's on her social media pages, which are dotted with the kind of partnerships she once never dreamed possible. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)]
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[image: Gymnast Jordan Chiles trains Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024, in Spring, Texas. Chiles doesn't have to put herself through this. She knows this. The proof is tattooed on her arm. It's sitting in her trophy room. It's on her social media pages, which are dotted with the kind of partnerships she once never dreamed possible.(AP Photo/David J. Phillip)]
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    [image: Gymnast Jordan Chiles answers a question during an interview Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024, in Spring, Texas. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)]
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[image: Gymnast Jordan Chiles pauses during training Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024, in Spring, Texas. Chiles doesn't have to put herself through this. She knows this. The proof is tattooed on her arm. It's sitting in her trophy room. It's on her social media pages, which are dotted with the kind of partnerships she once never dreamed possible.(AP Photo/David J. Phillip)]
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[image: Jordan Chiles competes in the floor exercise during the U.S. Classic gymnastics event Saturday, May 18, 2024, in Hartford, Conn. (AP Photo/Bryan Woolston)]
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[image: Gymnast Jordan Chiles practices her floor routine Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024, in Spring, Texas. Chiles doesn't have to put herself through this. She knows this. The proof is tattooed on her arm. It's sitting in her trophy room. It's on her social media pages, which are dotted with the kind of partnerships she once never dreamed possible. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)]
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[image: Gymnast Jordan Chiles smiles as she takes a break during a training session Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024, in Spring, Texas. Chiles doesn't have to put herself through this. She knows this. The proof is tattooed on her arm. It's sitting in her trophy room. It's on her social media pages, which are dotted with the kind of partnerships she once never dreamed possible.(AP Photo/David J. Phillip)]
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[image: Gymnast Jordan Chiles practices Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024, in Spring, Texas. Chiles doesn't have to put herself through this. She knows this. The proof is tattooed on her arm. It's sitting in her trophy room. It's on her social media pages, which are dotted with the kind of partnerships she once never dreamed possible. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)]
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[image: Gymnast Jordan Chiles answers a question during an interview Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024, in Spring, Texas. Chiles doesn't have to put herself through this. She knows this. The proof is tattooed on her arm. It's sitting in her trophy room. It's on her social media pages, which are dotted with the kind of partnerships she once never dreamed possible. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)]
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                                        FORT WORTH, Texas (AP) -- Jordan Chiles doesn't have to put herself through this. She knows it. The proof is tattooed on her arm. It's sitting in her trophy room. It's sprinkled on her social media feeds, which happen to be dotted with the kind of partnerships and experiences she once never dreamed possible.
Yet here she is, three years removed from the summer of 2021 -- when Chiles put together maybe the best gymnastics of her life (so far anyway) to make the Olympic team and left Tokyo with a silver medal, a scholarship waiting for her at UCLA and more than a splash of fame -- and aiming for another shot on her sport's biggest stage.
Chiles will take the floor at the U.S. Championships on Friday night looking to build momentum following a promising third-place finish at the U.S. Classic two weeks ago that offered a needed reminder that she can still be, as the 23-year-old likes to put it, "that girl."

    


Getting to this moment seemed unlikely shortly after Chiles left Japan. She told her parents she was probably done with elite gymnastics. She dove headfirst into college life and everything it had to offer.




There was something about being in the team atmosphere that spoke to her, something about the freedom of self-expression the booming college gymnastics scene provides that helped her find joy.
Still, something kept nagging at her. It wasn't the doubters. She figures they were silenced the minute Chiles heard her name called at the end of the 2021 U.S. Olympic trials.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

It was something else.
For all the work she's put in through the years, Chiles never felt she'd been at her best. Certainly not in Tokyo, when a so-so performance during qualifying prevented her from making any of the event finals. And while she treasures that Olympic silver medal -- particularly considering the circumstances -- and the team gold she helped secure at the 2022 world championships, there remained a sense of unfinished business.

    


"I've never been at 100% in my life," Chiles said.
To be honest, she's still not. Gymnastics simply doesn't allow it. She tripped during a national training camp in late January and tweaked her shoulder, symbolic of a difficult stretch in which the aches and pains that are as much a part of the sport as chalk and leotards threatened to derail her chances of making the five-woman U.S. Olympic team before they even began.
Chiles responded with what her mother Gina called "pure grit, pure fight."
"She was like, 'I know what I want to do, I know what I need to accomplish, I know I have the right people in place to help me get there,'" Gina Chiles said.
And perhaps just as important, she has memories of the summer of 2021, when Chiles separated herself from a crowded field by competing with the kind of consistency that had long been elusive.
Maybe that's why what happened at the U.S. Classic felt a little bit like deja vu as all the injuries that have nagged at her and any lingering self-doubt slipped away and the "angry Jordan" that always seems to push her beyond whatever limits she sets for herself returned.

    


"She seemed to fully focus and is all in," said Chellsie Memmel, the technical lead for USA Gymnastics women's elite program.
Call it the byproduct of a bit of selective memory. There are times Chiles admits she'll catch a glimpse of the rings tattooed on her right arm or comes across that silver medal prominently displayed in her house and remember "I'm like, I'm an Olympian? Oh yeah. Thanks for reminding me.'"
In a way, it's almost on purpose. For the positive vibes that Chiles carries wherever she goes -- yes, that was Chiles, friend Simone Biles and other members of World Champions Centre dancing their way around Dickies Arena during training on Wednesday -- there is a steeliness underneath it, too.
She needs to forget what she's done -- in the moment, anyway -- so she can turn her focus on what's still ahead, both inside and outside the gym.
Her experience at UCLA as both a student and a competitor led to growth and maturation that has helped put things in perspective.

    


"Gymnastics doesn't define who I am," she said. "Gymnastics is a portion of me."
Just not all of her, as it was earlier in her career, earlier in her life. It's a vital distinction that has helped her approach this go-round on her own terms.
Chiles is intent on doing things her way. The same athlete who felt all eyes on her as the only Black gymnast in the program she joined growing up in Vancouver, Washington, has made it a point to embrace her culture.
She went viral and racked up perfect 10s during her sophomore year at UCLA in 2023 with a floor routine set to '90s hip-hop tracks, though when she tried to incorporate it in her return to elite last summer, she was told to change it because she was advised it wasn't "USA-like."
"Do I wish I was able to have that routine? Yes, 100%," she said. "I tried fighting for it and it was still a no."

    


While stressing she would like the judging at the elite level -- not just in the U.S., but internationally -- to become more inclusive, she's made peace with the process. The floor routine she's using this season is inspired by pop artist Beyonce and straddles the line between what she calls "college-fun Jordan (and) elite Jordan."
Maybe it will be good enough to help Chiles hear her name called again at the end of the Olympic Trials. Maybe it won't. She's put herself in a position to be in the fight. That's all that matters.
"Whether I make it, I don't make it, I know that at the end of the journey, at the end of this chapter, I'm going to be very proud of myself because I'm not going to regret anything that I did or did not do," she said. "So that's where that peace comes into play."
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/jordan-chiles-gymnastics-cb0a9ba90943d4fe61bff60d3a4f93db
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    [image: FILE - Argentina's soccer star Diego Maradona, left, and West German goalkeeper Harald Schumacher are holding their World Cup Soccer Ball awards while posing with two young soccer players during the Soccer Golden Shoe Award ceremony held in Paris, France, on Nov. 13, 1986. Diego Maradona's heirs filed a lawsuit to try to stop the auction of a trophy he was awarded after the 1986 World Cup won by Argentina. (AP Photo/Michael Lipchitz, File)]
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[image: Gilles Moreu, left, and Lola Chunet, lawyers for Maradona's daughters Dalma and Gianinna, discuss before a court hearing, Thursday, May 23, 2024 in Nanterre, outside Paris. Diego Maradona's heirs filed a lawsuit to try to stop the auction of a trophy he was awarded after the 1986 World Cup won by Argentina. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)]
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                                        A French court ruled the auction of a trophy awarded to the late Diego Maradona after the 1986 World Cup can go ahead as planned despite opposition from his heirs, their lawyer told The Associated Press on Thursday.
Maradona's heirs tried to stop the auction of the Golden Ball trophy he received for being the best player of the 1986 World Cup by starting an urgent judicial procedure. Lawyer Gilles Moreu told The AP the court's ruling "was not favorable to the heirs of Diego Maradona" and said he would lodge an appeal.
The trophy is set to be auctioned next Thursday in Paris by the Aguttes auction house, which did not immediately comment on the ruling.
The Golden Ball was missing for decades after it disappeared in uncertain circumstances and only recently resurfaced. Maradona's heirs say the trophy was stolen and claimed the current owner wasn't entitled to sell it. Aguttes said the trophy reappeared in 2016 among other lots that were acquired from a private collection at auction in Paris.

    


Moreu said the president of the Nanterre court outside Paris considered the current owner of the trophy, identified as Mr. Benchaieb, "should be considered as acting in good faith." 




Benchaieb and Aguttes claimed that when he bought the trophy years ago he was not aware it had been stolen.
"The Ballon d'Or is a unique piece of property, which Diego Maradona's children want back," Moreu said. "My clients are extremely saddened by the court's decision."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Maradona received the award in 1986 at a ceremony at the Lido cabaret on the Champs-Elysees. It subsequently disappeared, giving rise to rumors. Some say it was lost during a poker game or sold to pay off debts. Others say Maradona stored it in a safe in a Naples bank that was robbed by local gangsters in 1989 when he played in the Italian league. Maradona's heirs believe it was stolen from the bank.

    


French judicial officials last week opened an investigation after they received a complaint relating to the resale of allegedly stolen goods. The Nanterre prosecutor's office told The AP that Thursday's court ruling won't have an influence on the probe, which is still ongoing.
Maradona, who died in 2020 at age 60, captained Argentina in its 3-2 win over West Germany in the 1986 final in Mexico City. In a quarterfinal win over England he scored the "Hand of God" goal and the "Goal of the Century."
Aguttes said it expects the trophy "to fetch millions due to its uniqueness."
Bidders will be asked to make a deposit of 150,000 euros ($161,000) to participate in the auction.
The Hand of God goal came when Maradona punched the ball into England's net. Four minutes later, he weaved through England's midfield and defense and past goalkeeper Peter Shilton for what FIFA later declared the greatest goal in World Cup history.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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Royals RHP Brady Singer a late scratch at Minnesota because of illness

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Kansas City Royals starting pitcher Brady Singer throws fro the mound during the first inning of a baseball game against the Tampa Bay Rays, Saturday, May 25, 2024, in St. Petersburg, Fla. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack)]
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                                        MINNEAPOLIS (AP) -- The Kansas City Royals scratched starting right-handed pitcher Brady Singer from the lineup because of illness less than three hours before their afternoon game at Minnesota on Thursday.
"He just didn't have a good night's sleep (Tuesday night), just didn't feel well, was up during the night -- it's the typical illness that everybody deals with," Royals manager Matt Quatraro said. "But when you have to come out here and pitch and it's a 12 o'clock game, it's a little different than just dealing with it like you and I can deal with it."
Singer came to Target Field on Wednesday and didn't even have enough energy to play catch, Quatraro said.
The Royals recalled left-hander Daniel Lynch IV from Triple-A Omaha to start in place of Singer, who entered Thursday ranked 16th in the majors with a 2.63 ERA. In 11 starts, Singer is 4-2 with 64 strikeouts.
Lynch's last Major League appearance came July 18, 2023. In 52 starts from 2021-24, he's 11-23 with a 5.04 ERA.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/MLB
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    [image: Leeds United's Georginio Rutter, left, and Joel Piroe after being defeated by Southampton in the Championship play-off final at Wembley Stadium, London, Sunday May 26, 2024. (Adam Davy/PA via AP)]
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[image: Leeds United manager Daniel Farke consoles Archie Gray after being defeated by Southampton in the Championship play-off final at Wembley Stadium, London, Sunday May 26, 2024. (Adam Davy/PA via AP)]
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                                        LEEDS, England (AP) -- Red Bull has bought a minority stake in English soccer club Leeds in a deal that will also see the energy drink company become the team's shirt sponsor next season.
The club announced on Thursday a "multi-year agreement" with Red Bull, whose other soccer interests include owning Leipzig in Germany and having a longstanding association with Salzburg in Austria.
Leeds missed out on a return to the Premier League for next season by losing to Southampton in the second-tier Championship playoff final on Sunday.
"The ambition to bring Leeds back to the Premier League and establish themselves in the best football league in the world fits very well with Red Bull," said Oliver Mintzlaff, CEO of Red Bull corporate projects and investments. "We look forward to the partnership and are optimistic and energized about the future."

    


The club said the deal "brings in new commercial revenues as well as additional capital investment for a minority ownership stake that will further enable the club to compete on and off the pitch as the club seek promotion next season."
The name and logo of the club will remain unchanged, said Leeds, whose U.S. ownership includes two major-winning golfers in Justin Thomas and Jordan Spieth.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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Melbourne Rebels are out of Super Rugby from 2025 because of financial difficulties

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Anton Lienert-Brown of the Chiefs, right, makes a run during the Super Rugby Pacific match against the Melbourne Rebels in Melbourne, Australia, Friday, May 17, 2024. (James Ross/AAP Image via AP)]
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                                        MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) -- The Melbourne Rebels have been dumped from Super Rugby due to financial difficulties just as they've reached their first playoffs in their 14 seasons.
The Rebels have been in voluntary administration since January with debts owed to creditors exceeding 23 million Australian dollars ($15.2 million), half of that amount owed to the Australian Taxation Office.
A private consortium put forward a plan to fund the club from 2025-30, which was supported by the administrator, but Rugby Australia voted against the deal. RA decided not to give Melbourne a license to play in the 2025 Super Rugby Pacific.
Staff and players were called to Rebels headquarters on Thursday as they were preparing to fly to Fiji for their last regular-season match against the Drua on Saturday. 
"Deadly silent, just absolute devastation. No one said a word," Rebels coach Kevin Foote said of the players' reaction. RA chief executive Phil Waugh and chairman Daniel Herbert flew to Melbourne to speak with the team.

    


It comes as the Rebels are seventh in the standings and guaranteed their first berth in the eight-team playoffs.




"We said we've really got the opportunity to finish strong and the group and playing staff are really motivated to do that," Foote said. "We're going to hold our heads high and have a crack."
Waugh said credit should go to the players, who have continued to perform despite the uncertainty facing the club.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Rugby Australia cut staff and took over player and coaching payments for the 2024 season, with the Rebels handing over their competition license.
Most of the leading Rebels players were recruited from the rugby strongholds of Queensland and New South Wales states and the national capital, Canberra. Seven Rebels were at the 2023 Rugby World Cup including captain Rob Leota, front-rowers Taniela Tupou and Jordan Uelese, and backs Andrew Kellaway and Carter Gordon.

    


The fate of the Rebels women's team in Super Rugby W wasn't included.
"The focus right now is on supporting the impacted staff and players at the Rebels," Waugh said. "We have a plan that will ensure rugby has a strong future in Victoria (state) -- the infrastructure and the systems remain unchanged despite the change to the professional game in 2025, and we will continue to look for opportunities to increase that investment in the game in Victoria."
The rugby union franchise struggled for traction in a Melbourne winter sports market that is dominated by the Australian rules Australian Football League and which already had a powerful established club in the National Rugby League. 
In an earlier statement, Rugby Australia said the consortium's projections for revenue growth and cost savings were "overly optimistic" and requiring additional funding from head office.
"Given the lack of detail made available to RA, the lack of transparency and the significant doubts over the consortium's proposed financial model, RA has determined that there is an unacceptable level of risk associated with entering into a participation agreement with this consortium for the 2025 Super Rugby Pacific season," Rugby Australia said.

    


"RA does not take this decision lightly, however, it must act in the best interests of the game and its stakeholders, and to provide certainty for the Rebels' players and staff, and all Super Rugby clubs in planning for the 2025 Super Rugby Pacific season."
The Rebels were due to play the touring British and Irish Lions in July next year between the first and second tests. RA said it was talking to the Lions about a new opponent.
___
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12 years later, American Olympic hurdler Lashinda Demus will get gold medal at ceremony in Paris

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Russia's Natalya Antyukh, middle, holds the gold medal, United States' Lashinda Demus, left, the silver medal, and Czech Republic's Zuzana Hejnova the bronze medal during a ceremony for the women's 400 hurdles in the Olympic Stadium at the Summer Olympics in London, Aug. 9, 2012. Demus is to be presented in Paris this summer the gold for the race, which was stripped from Antyukh for doping. Demus, now 41 and the mother of four boys, said so much time had passed that she wasn't all that excited when she learned last year that the medal would go to her. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum, FIle)]
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                                        There's no making up for what Olympic hurdler Lashinda Demus lost on the day she finished .07 seconds behind a Russian opponent who, everyone found out later, was doping. 
What the American 400-meter hurdles champion will get is a great day under the Eiffel Tower where she'll be presented with the gold medal she was denied 12 years ago at the London Olympics. 
Demus, now 41 and the mother of four boys, said so much time had passed that she wasn't all that excited when she learned last year that the medal first captured by Natalya Antyukh would go to her. 
"But one thing I did know was that I was on an international stage," Demus said. "And whatever happens, I wanted to receive this upgrade on an international stage."
With the help of a lawyer and the determination not to take the IOC's first offer -- normally a presentation at a national or world championship -- Demus negotiated a deal to receive the medal on Aug. 9 at the Paris Olympics, at the Champions Park in the shadow of the Eiffel Tower. 

    


This will mark the first time the IOC has held a "reallocation" ceremony at a Summer Games. 
Demus will bring her husband and kids along for the trip. She has started a Go Fund Me page to raise money to bring parents, maybe her grandmother and other friends and family. 




She said she holds no ill will against the IOC for the decade-plus that it took to get this medal to her. But she wanted more than a mere pro forma commemoration of the moment. What she really wanted was a ceremony at the track stadium, but the IOC told her that wasn't possible. The Eiffel Tower isn't a bad backup plan.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I would have appreciated a little more, I guess, glitz and glam for people who are receiving their medals" belatedly, Demus said. "It's a work in progress. I'm pushing on in good faith. I'm glad I'm at the forefront in this. I can literally say that I am the trailblazer of this movement."

    


Among the others slated to receive medals that day will be Zuzana Hejnova of the Czech Republic and Kaliese Spencer of Jamaica, who finished behind Demus in the 400. Also in the group of 10: American high jumper Erik Kynard, who finished second to a Russian found to be doping.
Demus estimates she lost in the seven figures when it came to what she could have made had she returned home in 2012 as a gold medalist. She had battled injuries all that season and felt getting to the starting line at the Olympics was a victory of sorts. 
When Antyukh beat her to the finish line by less than half a step, Demus said it crossed her mind that the Russian had never beaten her before. 
"But it wasn't in my mindset that anyone who beats me is automatically dirty. I didn't let that infiltrate my thinking," she said. "I just kind of accepted that I lost and I tried my best to move on. But it was a five- or six-year process of me just getting over failing at something I'd trained my whole life to do."
Not until details emerged about a widespread Russian doping scandal that began in the early 2010s did Demus start viewing her loss in a different light. Even then, it took years for Antyukh to be tagged for doping.

    


After stepping away from the sport for a handful of years, Demus is back coaching at Culver City High School near Los Angeles. She works as a clinical researcher for a medical care company. She has 16-year-old twin boys and two more sons, ages 4 and 5.
She said she's thrilled that she'll get to feel like a gold medalist this summer at the Olympics, even if the prize will come some 12 years after her race was run.
She also is under no illusions that her journey to gold -- 400 meters, plus 4,384 days -- will mark a grand turning point in the fight against doping in world sports. Due to doping and, this year, the war in Ukraine, the last Olympics the Russians will have brought a full track team to remains the same 2012 Games that eventually made Demus an Olympic champion.
"It doesn't break my heart," she said. "But what comes to mind is that (doping) is never going to leave. I don't think anything has changed since the big Russian scandal. I think it's always going to be there."
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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[image: Mumbai Indians' Jasprit Bumrah celebrates the wicket of Sunrisers Hyderabad's Abhishek Sharma, left, during the Indian Premier League cricket match between Mumbai Indians and Sunrisers Hyderabad in Mumbai, India, Monday, May 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajanish Kakade)]
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[image: Sunrisers Hyderabad's wicketkeeper Heinrich Klaasen plays a shot during the Indian Premier League cricket final match between Kolkata Knight Riders and Sunrisers Hyderabad in Chennai, India, Sunday, May 26, 2024.(AP Photo/Mahesh Kumar A.)]
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[image: Chennai Super Kings' Rachin Ravindra plays a shot during the Indian Premier League cricket match between Royal Challengers Bengaluru and Chennai Super Kings in Bengaluru, India, Saturday, May 18 , 2024. (AP Photo/Kashif Masood)]
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[image: Lucknow Super Giants' Nicholas Pooran plays a shot during the Indian Premier League cricket match between Mumbai Indians and Lucknow Super Giants in Mumbai, India, Friday, May 17, 2024.(AP Photo/ Rafiq Maqbool)]
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[image: Chennai Super Kings' Rachin Ravindra plays a shot during the Indian Premier League cricket match between Royal Challengers Bengaluru and Chennai Super Kings in Bengaluru, India, Saturday, May 18 , 2024. (AP Photo/Kashif Masood)]
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[image: Lucknow Super Giants' Nicholas Pooran plays a shot during the Indian Premier League cricket match between Mumbai Indians and Lucknow Super Giants in Mumbai, India, Friday, May 17, 2024.(AP Photo/ Rafiq Maqbool)]
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                                        The Twenty20 World Cup is set to begin Saturday with tournament co-host the United States taking on Canada in Dallas. The global T20 championship has moved to a 20-team format, giving a chance to the associate or lower-ranked nations at the highest stage, while retaining the usual favorites in the title chase.
Most of cricket's biggest stars are among the 250-plus players at the tournament being co-hosted by the United States and the Caribbean.
Here's five players, existing or emerging stars, to watch:
___
Phil Salt
Age: 27
Team: England
T20 World Cup Experience: 2022 (champions)
About: Salt caught attention in his debut T20 series in January 2022. He scored at a strike-rate of 193.54 against the West Indies, and then repeated his performance when England returned to the Caribbean in December of last year. He scored at 185.95 across five T20s, also including back-to-back hundreds. He replaces Alex Hales at the top of England's T20 order - a tough assignment, particularly because Hales and skipper Jos Buttler helped England smash its way to the title in 2022.

    


That victory in Australia meant England held the two major limited-overs trophies in world cricket for more than a year. That ended when England surrendered the 50-over World Cup title last year, when Australia beat host India in the final. Salt could help provide a boost for England given his current form. He scored 435 runs in 12 games for Kolkata Knight Riders in the 2024 Indian Premier League, helping set up KKR's third title run.




___
Jasprit Bumrah

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Age: 30 
Team: India
T20 World Cup Experience: 2016 (semifinals) and 2021 (second round)
About: Since his debut in 2016, Bumrah has become the world's foremost T20 bowler. Despite his express pace, he hasn't been able to help deliver the title his country desperately wants - India last won the T20 World Cup in 2007. He also missed the 2022 edition because of injury.

    


Age is still on Bumrah's side, though, and this time around he brings both form and fitness into the tournament. He picked up 20 wickets in 12 games at a 6.48 economy and 16.80 average in the recent Indian Premier League season. It fully showcased, Bumrah's bowling prowess in this format makes him he most potent pace threat in international T20. But he he cannot do it single-handedly, as was evident when Mumbai Indians placed last in the IPL.
___
Heinrich Klaasen
Age: 32
Team: South Africa
T20 World Cup Experience: 2021 (second round) and 2022 (second round)
About: Klaasen's big hitting can be compared with India's Suryakumar Yadav, who is No. 1 in T20 batting standings. It's not so much in official rankings, but in the unpredictable yet blazing style that these two batters find proximity. Yadav is flamboyant in his shot selection, while Klaasen is more orthodox but he makes up for it in power.
Klaasen is particularly proficient against spin - with a strike rate of 158.93 - and it rises to 196.42 toward the end of a team's innings against both spin and pace. In the 2024 IPL, he affirmed this by hitting spinners at 181.36. And with spin expected to be the key factor in the second stage of the tournament, Klaasen's contributions could help South Africa bring an end to its World Cup drought.

    


___
Rachin Ravindra
Age: 24 
Team: New Zealand
T20 World Cup Experience: None
About: The young batter took the 2023 World Cup in the 50-over format by storm. Ravindra, whose first name is a mix of India's two batting legends Sachin Tendulkar and Rahul Dravid, scored 578 runs in 10 matches to propel New Zealand's semifinals charge. He hit a century on World Cup debut against defending champion England and appeared comfortable in high-pressure situations.
He also is a handy left-arm spinner, which helped New Zealand balance its playing XI in India and will once again be valuable in the even-shorter format in the Caribbean. 
Ravindra increased his T20 experience with the Chennai Super Kings in the recent IPL, scoring 222 runs at a strike-rate of 160.86), and the Black Caps will be hoping for a World Cup repeat performance.
___
Nicholas Pooran

    


Age: 28 
Team: West Indies
T20 World Cup Experience: 2021 (second round) and 2022 (first round)
About: From the Indian Premier League to the Big Bash, from SA20 to ILT20, the Hundred, the PSL, the UAE T10, the Bangladesh Premier League and, of course, the Caribbean Premier League, Pooran is now West Indies' premier T20 export. He has taken the mantle from the likes of Chris Gayle and Dwayne Bravo, and etched out a spot for himself in franchise leagues across the globe.
Pooran is coming off a good few months of T20 cricket - he led MI Emirates to the ILT20 title in February and showed good batting form for the Lucknow Super Giants in IPL 2024. He will be the leading batter for West Indies in its home T20 World Cup - a tournament where the Caribbean team wants to make up for the first-round T20 exit in 2022 and missing out on the 2023 ODI World Cup.
___
AP cricket: https://apnews.com/hub/cricket
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    [image: Edmonton Oilers' Leon Draisaitl (29) celebrates a goal against the Dallas Stars during the second period of Game 4 of the Western Conference final in the NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Edmonton, Alberta. (Jason Franson/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Dallas Stars' Sam Steel (18) is upended in front of the net as Edmonton Oilers goalie Stuart Skinner (74) makes a save during the third period of Game 4 of the Western Conference final in the NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Edmonton, Alberta. (Jason Franson/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Edmonton Oilers goalie Stuart Skinner (74) and Connor McDavid (97) celebrate the team's win over the Dallas Stars in Game 4 of the Western Conference final in the NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Edmonton, Alberta. (Jason Franson/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Edmonton Oilers' Evan Bouchard (2), Zach Hyman (18), Leon Draisaitl (29) and Connor McDavid (97) celebrate a goal against the Dallas Stars during the second period of Game 4 of the Western Conference final in the NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Edmonton, Alberta. (Jason Franson/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Edmonton Oilers' Mattias Ekholm (14) and Connor McDavid (97) celebrate a goal against he Dallas Stars during the third period of Game 4 of the Western Conference final in the NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Edmonton, Alberta. (Jason Franson/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Edmonton Oilers' Mattias Janmark (13) and Cody Ceci (5) celebrate a goal against the Dallas Stars during the second period of Game 4 of the Western Conference final in the NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Edmonton, Alberta. (Jason Franson/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Dallas Stars' Sam Steel (18) is upended in front of the net as Edmonton Oilers goalie Stuart Skinner (74) makes a save during the third period of Game 4 of the Western Conference final in the NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Edmonton, Alberta. (Jason Franson/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Dallas Stars' Radek Faksa (12) and Edmonton Oilers' Leon Draisaitl (29) vie for the puck during the third period of Game 4 of the Western Conference final in the NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Edmonton, Alberta. (Jason Franson/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Dallas Stars' Thomas Harley, left, and Edmonton Oilers' Dylan Holloway vie for the puck during the second period of Game 4 of the Western Conference final in the NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Edmonton, Alberta. (Jason Franson/The Canadian Press via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 13 | Dallas Stars' Thomas Harley, left, and Edmonton Oilers' Dylan Holloway vie for the puck during the second period of Game 4 of the Western Conference final in the NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Edmonton, Alberta. (Jason Franson/The Canadian Press via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Edmonton Oilers' Evan Bouchard (2) is congratulated for a goal against the Dallas Stars during the first period of Game 4 of the Western Conference final in the NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Edmonton, Alberta. (Jason Franson/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Edmonton Oilers celebrate a goal against the Dallas Stars during the first period of Game 4 of the Western Conference final in the NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Edmonton, Alberta. (Jason Franson/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Edmonton Oilers goalie Stuart Skinner makes a save against the Dallas Stars during the first period of Game 4 of the Western Conference final in the NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Edmonton, Alberta. (Jason Franson/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Dallas Stars' Wyatt Johnston celebrates a goal against the Edmonton Oilers during the first period of Game 4 of the Western Conference final in the NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Edmonton, Alberta. (Jason Franson/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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    [image: Edmonton Oilers' Leon Draisaitl (29) celebrates a goal against the Dallas Stars during the second period of Game 4 of the Western Conference final in the NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Edmonton, Alberta. (Jason Franson/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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Edmonton Oilers' Leon Draisaitl (29) celebrates a goal against the Dallas Stars during the second period of Game 4 of the Western Conference final in the NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Edmonton, Alberta. (Jason Franson/The Canadian Press via AP)
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[image: Dallas Stars' Sam Steel (18) is upended in front of the net as Edmonton Oilers goalie Stuart Skinner (74) makes a save during the third period of Game 4 of the Western Conference final in the NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Edmonton, Alberta. (Jason Franson/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Edmonton Oilers goalie Stuart Skinner (74) and Connor McDavid (97) celebrate the team's win over the Dallas Stars in Game 4 of the Western Conference final in the NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Edmonton, Alberta. (Jason Franson/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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Edmonton Oilers goalie Stuart Skinner (74) and Connor McDavid (97) celebrate the team's win over the Dallas Stars in Game 4 of the Western Conference final in the NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Edmonton, Alberta. (Jason Franson/The Canadian Press via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Edmonton Oilers' Evan Bouchard (2), Zach Hyman (18), Leon Draisaitl (29) and Connor McDavid (97) celebrate a goal against the Dallas Stars during the second period of Game 4 of the Western Conference final in the NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Edmonton, Alberta. (Jason Franson/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Edmonton Oilers' Mattias Ekholm (14) and Connor McDavid (97) celebrate a goal against he Dallas Stars during the third period of Game 4 of the Western Conference final in the NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Edmonton, Alberta. (Jason Franson/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Edmonton Oilers' Mattias Janmark (13) and Cody Ceci (5) celebrate a goal against the Dallas Stars during the second period of Game 4 of the Western Conference final in the NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Edmonton, Alberta. (Jason Franson/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Dallas Stars' Sam Steel (18) is upended in front of the net as Edmonton Oilers goalie Stuart Skinner (74) makes a save during the third period of Game 4 of the Western Conference final in the NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Edmonton, Alberta. (Jason Franson/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Edmonton Oilers celebrate a goal against the Dallas Stars during the first period of Game 4 of the Western Conference final in the NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Edmonton, Alberta. (Jason Franson/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Edmonton Oilers goalie Stuart Skinner makes a save against the Dallas Stars during the first period of Game 4 of the Western Conference final in the NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Edmonton, Alberta. (Jason Franson/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Dallas Stars' Wyatt Johnston celebrates a goal against the Edmonton Oilers during the first period of Game 4 of the Western Conference final in the NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Edmonton, Alberta. (Jason Franson/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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                                        EDMONTON, Alberta (AP) -- Kris Knoblauch thought he might be in for a long night.
The Edmonton coach was watching a confounding, uninspired, flat start unfold in front of him on the Rogers Place ice.
Down 2-1 heading into Game 4 of the NHL's Western Conference final to Dallas, his team trailed 2-0, had yet to register a shot, and seemed like it might fade into the night midway through the first period Wednesday.
"Didn't look very good," Knoblauch said.
But in a series with wild momentum swings -- Edmonton blew a 2-0 lead before falling 5-3 in Game 3 -- the home side was far from out of it.
One good shift finally bled into another. The Oilers pushed back, tied it before the period was out, and didn't break when the Stars applied pressure. Now the teams are in a best-of-three for a Stanley Cup final berth.
Mattias Janmark and Leon Draisaitl scored in a 51-second span in the second period and the Oilers beat Stars 5-2 to even the series.

    


"We were a little sleepy," Draisaitl said about the slow start. "Found our legs, got going a little bit, started to play our game."
Janmark tied it on a short-handed, 2-on-1 break with Connor Brown with 5:29 left in the period, and Draisaitl followed with his 10th of the postseason with 4:38 to go.




Game 5 is Friday night in Dallas.
"Got home ice back," Stars coach Pete DeBoer said. "This isn't supposed to be easy."
Ryan McLeod, Evan Bouchard and Mattias Ekholm, into a empty net with 1:53 remaining, also scored for Edmonton. Connor McDavid added two assists, and Stuart Skinner made 20 saves.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Wyatt Johnson and Esa Lindell scored as Dallas raced to a 2-0 lead in the first 5 1/2 minutes. McLeod and Bouchard countered for Edmonton late in the period.
Skinner made a big stop on Evgenii Dadonov with the rink still buzzing after the tying burst.
The Stars got their second power play with eight minutes left in regulation, but the Oilers killed their 23rd straight penalty before Ekholm put it away with the empty-netter.

    


Jake Oettinger stopped 24 shots for Dallas.
Johnston scored his ninth of the playoffs just 58 seconds in when he snapped the puck past Skinner on the first shot of the game.
The crowd gave the Oilers a sarcastic cheer when Edmonton finally got its first shot more than eight minutes into the game.
"It's funny in the playoffs how the psychology works," Janmark said about blown leads. "We were in the opposite position two days ago. It's hard to explain."
Edmonton made three lineup changes, inserting defenseman Philip Broberg along with McLeod and fellow forward Corey Perry for Vincent Desharnais, Warren Foegele and Sam Carrick.
Stars defenseman Chris Tanev left in the second period because of a lower-body injury. He didn't return.
___
AP NHL playoffs: https://apnews.com/hub/stanley-cup and https://www.apnews.com/hub/NHL
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[image: Macarthur FC player Ulises Davila passes the ball during an A-League match against Melbourne City in Sydney, March 1, 2024. Davila and fellow players Kearyn Baccus and Clayton Lewis have been arrested, Friday, May 17, 2024, over their alleged involvement in a the betting fix, which police say has led to hundreds of thousands of dollars being paid out in winnings. (Mark Evans/AAP Image via AP)]
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[image: Macarthur FC player Clayton Lewis heads the ball during an A-League match against Sydney FC in Sydney, May 4, 2024. Lewis and fellow players Kearyn Baccus and Ulises Davila have been arrested, Friday, May 17, 2024, over their alleged involvement in a the betting fix, which police say has led to hundreds of thousands of dollars being paid out in winnings. (Mark Evans/AAP Image via AP)]
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                                        Two more players could be involved in the Australian soccer match-fixing case that has already resulted in three Macarthur FC players being charged.
Midfielder Kearyn Baccus appeared in court Thursday to face charges relating to an illegal betting plot to receive yellow cards during A-League matches in return for payment.
He was arrested on May 17 along with team captain Ulises Davila and teammate Clayton Lewis. All three were granted bail and were suspended by Football Australia under its code of conduct regulations.
Documents produced in Campbelltown Local Court on Thursday revealed that two other players are accused of participating in a criminal group.
Football Australia issued a statement saying it was aware of the allegations, but added that one of the players whose identity was revealed was not a suspect in the case.
"Football Australia acknowledges the enquiries regarding the potential involvement of other Macarthur FC players in the betting allegations ... " the statement said. "It is important to note that (the player mentioned) is not regarded as a suspect and is currently not under investigation.

    


"Football Australia takes these matters seriously and is committed to cooperating fully with the authorities."




The New South Wales state police organized crime squad launched Strike Force Beaconview to investigate last December with the help of Britain-based officials after suspicious spot-fixing betting patterns were identified.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Police have previously said a fourth Macarthur FC player was wanted for questioning but was not in New South Wales state at the time of the arrests.
The Australian Associated Press reported that Baccus did not speak during the brief mention of his case in the Campbelltown court in southwest Sydney and did not indicate how he would plead.
His case was adjourned to June 24, when he is due to appear at Sydney's Downing Centre Local Court.

    


Investigators have alleged the yellow cards, which are issued by referees as cautions for foul or illegal play, were manipulated during games played last November and December.
All three accused players received yellow cards in a Dec. 9 game against Sydney FC. 
Investigators also allege unsuccessful attempts were made to do the same thing during matches on April 20 and May 4.
When the charges were laid, Police Assistant Commissioner Michael Fitzgerald said the players had "betrayed the trust of their supporters and the code."
Macarthur FC has been in the A-League men's competition since the 2020-21 season. The league has 11 clubs based in Australia and one in New Zealand.
Macarthur finished in fifth place during the regular season.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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    [image: Seattle Sounders defender Nouhou Tolo dribbles the ball upfield as Real Salt Lake midfielder Nelson Palacio goes for the ball during the first half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (Nick Wagner/The Seattle Times via AP)]
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[image: Seattle Sounders fans watch during the first half of the team's MLS soccer match against Real Salt Lake on Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (Nick Wagner/The Seattle Times via AP)]
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[image: Seattle Sounders defender Jackson Ragen pressures Real Salt Lake midfielder Anderson Julio during the first half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (Nick Wagner/The Seattle Times via AP)]
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[image: Seattle Sounders midfielder Cristian Roldan trips Real Salt Lake midfielder Nelson Palacio during the first half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (Nick Wagner/The Seattle Times via AP)]
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[image: Real Salt Lake midfielder Anderson Julio eyes the ball as Seattle Sounders midfielder Obed Vargas (18) and midfielder Joao Paulo, right, defend during the first half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (Nick Wagner/The Seattle Times via AP)]
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[image: Seattle Sounders defender Nouhou Tolo falls to the pitch as Real Salt Lake forward Carlos Andres Gomez goes for the ball during the first half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (Nick Wagner/The Seattle Times via AP)]
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[image: Seattle Sounders midfielder Obed Vargas slides on the pitch as Real Salt Lake defender Justen Glad defends during the first half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (Nick Wagner/The Seattle Times via AP)]
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[image: Seattle Sounders forward Jordan Morris tries to dribble past Real Salt Lake defender Justen Glad toward the goal during the first half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (Nick Wagner/The Seattle Times via AP)]
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[image: Real Salt Lake defender Bryan Oviedo, right, commits a foul as he pulls down Seattle Sounders midfielder Cristian Roldan during the second half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (Nick Wagner/The Seattle Times via AP)]
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[image: Seattle Sounders midfielder Albert Rusnak celebrates a goal against the Seattle Sounders with teammates during the second half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (Nick Wagner/The Seattle Times via AP)]
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[image: Real Salt Lake forward Carlos Andres Gomez, left, celebrates a goal against Seattle Sounders goalkeeper Stefan Frei during the second half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (Nick Wagner/The Seattle Times via AP)]
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[image: Real Salt Lake players celebrate a game-tying goal against the Seattle Sounders during the second half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (Nick Wagner/The Seattle Times via AP)]
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    [image: Seattle Sounders defender Nouhou Tolo dribbles the ball upfield as Real Salt Lake midfielder Nelson Palacio goes for the ball during the first half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (Nick Wagner/The Seattle Times via AP)]
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[image: Seattle Sounders fans watch during the first half of the team's MLS soccer match against Real Salt Lake on Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (Nick Wagner/The Seattle Times via AP)]
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[image: Seattle Sounders defender Jackson Ragen pressures Real Salt Lake midfielder Anderson Julio during the first half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (Nick Wagner/The Seattle Times via AP)]
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[image: Seattle Sounders midfielder Cristian Roldan trips Real Salt Lake midfielder Nelson Palacio during the first half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (Nick Wagner/The Seattle Times via AP)]
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 12
Seattle Sounders midfielder Cristian Roldan trips Real Salt Lake midfielder Nelson Palacio during the first half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (Nick Wagner/The Seattle Times via AP)
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[image: Real Salt Lake midfielder Anderson Julio eyes the ball as Seattle Sounders midfielder Obed Vargas (18) and midfielder Joao Paulo, right, defend during the first half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (Nick Wagner/The Seattle Times via AP)]
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[image: Seattle Sounders defender Nouhou Tolo falls to the pitch as Real Salt Lake forward Carlos Andres Gomez goes for the ball during the first half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (Nick Wagner/The Seattle Times via AP)]
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[image: Seattle Sounders midfielder Obed Vargas slides on the pitch as Real Salt Lake defender Justen Glad defends during the first half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (Nick Wagner/The Seattle Times via AP)]
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[image: Seattle Sounders forward Jordan Morris tries to dribble past Real Salt Lake defender Justen Glad toward the goal during the first half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (Nick Wagner/The Seattle Times via AP)]
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Seattle Sounders forward Jordan Morris tries to dribble past Real Salt Lake defender Justen Glad toward the goal during the first half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (Nick Wagner/The Seattle Times via AP)
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[image: Real Salt Lake defender Bryan Oviedo, right, commits a foul as he pulls down Seattle Sounders midfielder Cristian Roldan during the second half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (Nick Wagner/The Seattle Times via AP)]
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[image: Seattle Sounders midfielder Albert Rusnak celebrates a goal against the Seattle Sounders with teammates during the second half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (Nick Wagner/The Seattle Times via AP)]
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Seattle Sounders midfielder Albert Rusnak celebrates a goal against the Seattle Sounders with teammates during the second half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (Nick Wagner/The Seattle Times via AP)
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[image: Real Salt Lake forward Carlos Andres Gomez, left, celebrates a goal against Seattle Sounders goalkeeper Stefan Frei during the second half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (Nick Wagner/The Seattle Times via AP)]
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[image: Real Salt Lake players celebrate a game-tying goal against the Seattle Sounders during the second half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (Nick Wagner/The Seattle Times via AP)]
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                                        SEATTLE (AP) -- Andres Gomez scored in the ninth minute of second-half stoppage time after Seattle had a goal disallowed three minutes earlier and Real Salt Lake rallied for a 1-1 draw with the Sounders on Wednesday night to extend its unbeaten run to 12.
Real Salt Lake (8-2-6) is off to the best start in franchise history and has moved to the top of the Western Conference with its 7-0-5 streak.
Albert Rusnak scored off a free kick in the 68th minute to give Seattle (4-6-6) a 1-0 lead. Rusnak became the fifth active player and the 29th in league history to reach 50 goals and 50 assists in regular-season play. Rusnak scored 41 of those goals in five seasons with Real Salt Lake before spending the last three with the Sounders.
Seattle appeared to have wrapped up a victory in the sixth minute of stoppage time, but a goal by Danny Musovski was overruled after a video review.

    


Gomez scored the equalizer off a rebound. It was his eighth goal of the season.
Manager Pablo Mastroeni's club has also put together a seven-match unbeaten run on the road. Real Salt Lake rallied from a three-goal deficit at FC Dallas on Saturday, scoring three goals in the final 30 minutes to pull out a 3-3 draw and keep its streak alive.




Stefan Frei finished with three saves for the Sounders. Gavin Beavers saved four shots in his fourth start of the season for Real Salt Lake. Frei had two saves and Beavers stopped three shots in a scoreless first half.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Real Salt Lake has outscored its opponents 26-13 during its unbeaten run. They have won five matches and earned two draws with goals in the final 15 minutes during the streak.
Real Salt Lake beat the Sounder 2-0 at home two weeks ago.
It was the first goal scored at home while the Sounders were at full strength this season.
Real Salt Lake returns home to host Austin FC on Saturday. The Sounders return to action on June 8 when they travel to play Sporting Kansas City.
____
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer and https://twitter.com/AP_Sport

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/real-salt-lake-seattle-sounders-mls-9a3458518a7e6e00a2b12b55e743f399
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LAFC runs win streak to four, snaps Minnesota United's unbeaten run at six with 2-0 victory
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    [image: Minnesota United forward Jeong Sang-Bin, left, and Los Angeles FC midfielder Timothy Tillman vie for the ball during the second half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]
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[image: Los Angeles FC midfielder Mateusz Bogusz (19) celebrates his goal against Minnesota United with, from left, defender Aaron Long, midfielder Timothy Tillman and defender Sergi Palencia during the second half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]
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[image: Minnesota United defender Michael Boxall reacts to a referee during the second half of the team's MLS soccer match against Los Angeles FC on Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]
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[image: Seattle Seahawks wide receiver DK Metcalf, seated center, watches during the second half of an MLS soccer match between Los Angeles FC and Minnesota United on Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]
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[image: Los Angeles FC defender Eddie Segura, left, and Minnesota United forward Jeong Sang-Bin vie for the ball during the second half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]
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[image: Minnesota United forward Tani Oluwaseyi, right, and Los Angeles FC defender Jesus Murillo vie for the ball during the second half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]
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[image: Fans cheer and throw water during the first half of an MLS soccer match between Los Angeles FC and Minnesota United, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 18 | Fans cheer and throw water during the first half of an MLS soccer match between Los Angeles FC and Minnesota United, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Los Angeles FC midfielder Mateusz Bogusz celebrates his goal against Minnesota United during the second half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]
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[image: Los Angeles FC defender Maxime Chanot takes a moment after the team's win against Minnesota United in an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]
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[image: Los Angeles FC midfielder Mateusz Bogusz, right, celebrates his goal against Minnesota United with defender Sergi Palencia during the second half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]
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[image: Minnesota United forward Jeong Sang-Bin, left, stumbles as Los Angeles FC midfielder Timothy Tillman falls during the first half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]
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[image: Los Angeles FC forward Denis Bouanga, left, and Minnesota United defender D.J. Taylor vie for the ball during the first half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]
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[image: Minnesota United defender D.J. Taylor stretches for the ball during the first half of the team's MLS soccer match against Los Angeles FC, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]
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[image: Minnesota United midfielder Will Trapp, right, chases Los Angeles FC forward Denis Bouanga during the first half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]
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[image: Los Angeles FC defender Sergi Palencia, right, heads the ball near Minnesota United midfielder Kervin Arriaga during the first half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 18 | Los Angeles FC defender Sergi Palencia, right, heads the ball near Minnesota United midfielder Kervin Arriaga during the first half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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[image: Los Angeles FC forward Denis Bouanga (99) celebrates with teammates after scoring on a penalty kick against Minnesota United during the first half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 18 | Los Angeles FC forward Denis Bouanga (99) celebrates with teammates after scoring on a penalty kick against Minnesota United during the first half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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[image: Minnesota United midfielder Will Trapp, left, lunges for the ball next to Los Angeles FC defender Aaron Long during the first half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 18 | Minnesota United midfielder Will Trapp, left, lunges for the ball next to Los Angeles FC defender Aaron Long during the first half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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[image: Minnesota United forward Teemu Pukki reacts after a missed shot against Los Angeles FC during the first half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 18 | Minnesota United forward Teemu Pukki reacts after a missed shot against Los Angeles FC during the first half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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        LAFC runs win streak to four, snaps Minnesota United's unbeaten run at six with 2-0 victory

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Minnesota United forward Jeong Sang-Bin, left, and Los Angeles FC midfielder Timothy Tillman vie for the ball during the second half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 18 | Minnesota United forward Jeong Sang-Bin, left, and Los Angeles FC midfielder Timothy Tillman vie for the ball during the second half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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Minnesota United forward Jeong Sang-Bin, left, and Los Angeles FC midfielder Timothy Tillman vie for the ball during the second half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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[image: Los Angeles FC midfielder Mateusz Bogusz (19) celebrates his goal against Minnesota United with, from left, defender Aaron Long, midfielder Timothy Tillman and defender Sergi Palencia during the second half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 18 | Los Angeles FC midfielder Mateusz Bogusz (19) celebrates his goal against Minnesota United with, from left, defender Aaron Long, midfielder Timothy Tillman and defender Sergi Palencia during the second half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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[image: Minnesota United defender Michael Boxall reacts to a referee during the second half of the team's MLS soccer match against Los Angeles FC on Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 18 | Minnesota United defender Michael Boxall reacts to a referee during the second half of the team's MLS soccer match against Los Angeles FC on Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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[image: Seattle Seahawks wide receiver DK Metcalf, seated center, watches during the second half of an MLS soccer match between Los Angeles FC and Minnesota United on Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 18 | Seattle Seahawks wide receiver DK Metcalf, seated center, watches during the second half of an MLS soccer match between Los Angeles FC and Minnesota United on Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 18
Seattle Seahawks wide receiver DK Metcalf, seated center, watches during the second half of an MLS soccer match between Los Angeles FC and Minnesota United on Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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[image: Los Angeles FC defender Eddie Segura, left, and Minnesota United forward Jeong Sang-Bin vie for the ball during the second half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 18 | Los Angeles FC defender Eddie Segura, left, and Minnesota United forward Jeong Sang-Bin vie for the ball during the second half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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[image: Minnesota United forward Tani Oluwaseyi, right, and Los Angeles FC defender Jesus Murillo vie for the ball during the second half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 18 | Minnesota United forward Tani Oluwaseyi, right, and Los Angeles FC defender Jesus Murillo vie for the ball during the second half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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[image: Fans cheer and throw water during the first half of an MLS soccer match between Los Angeles FC and Minnesota United, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 18 | Fans cheer and throw water during the first half of an MLS soccer match between Los Angeles FC and Minnesota United, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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Fans cheer and throw water during the first half of an MLS soccer match between Los Angeles FC and Minnesota United, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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[image: Los Angeles FC midfielder Mateusz Bogusz celebrates his goal against Minnesota United during the second half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 18 | Los Angeles FC midfielder Mateusz Bogusz celebrates his goal against Minnesota United during the second half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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Los Angeles FC midfielder Mateusz Bogusz celebrates his goal against Minnesota United during the second half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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[image: Los Angeles FC defender Maxime Chanot takes a moment after the team's win against Minnesota United in an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 18 | Los Angeles FC defender Maxime Chanot takes a moment after the team's win against Minnesota United in an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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Los Angeles FC defender Maxime Chanot takes a moment after the team's win against Minnesota United in an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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[image: Los Angeles FC midfielder Mateusz Bogusz, right, celebrates his goal against Minnesota United with defender Sergi Palencia during the second half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 18 | Los Angeles FC midfielder Mateusz Bogusz, right, celebrates his goal against Minnesota United with defender Sergi Palencia during the second half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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Los Angeles FC midfielder Mateusz Bogusz, right, celebrates his goal against Minnesota United with defender Sergi Palencia during the second half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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[image: Minnesota United forward Jeong Sang-Bin, left, stumbles as Los Angeles FC midfielder Timothy Tillman falls during the first half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 18 | Minnesota United forward Jeong Sang-Bin, left, stumbles as Los Angeles FC midfielder Timothy Tillman falls during the first half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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[image: Los Angeles FC forward Denis Bouanga, left, and Minnesota United defender D.J. Taylor vie for the ball during the first half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 18 | Los Angeles FC forward Denis Bouanga, left, and Minnesota United defender D.J. Taylor vie for the ball during the first half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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[image: Minnesota United defender D.J. Taylor stretches for the ball during the first half of the team's MLS soccer match against Los Angeles FC, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 18 | Minnesota United defender D.J. Taylor stretches for the ball during the first half of the team's MLS soccer match against Los Angeles FC, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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Minnesota United defender D.J. Taylor stretches for the ball during the first half of the team's MLS soccer match against Los Angeles FC, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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[image: Minnesota United midfielder Will Trapp, right, chases Los Angeles FC forward Denis Bouanga during the first half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 18 | Minnesota United midfielder Will Trapp, right, chases Los Angeles FC forward Denis Bouanga during the first half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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Minnesota United midfielder Will Trapp, right, chases Los Angeles FC forward Denis Bouanga during the first half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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[image: Los Angeles FC defender Sergi Palencia, right, heads the ball near Minnesota United midfielder Kervin Arriaga during the first half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 18 | Los Angeles FC defender Sergi Palencia, right, heads the ball near Minnesota United midfielder Kervin Arriaga during the first half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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[image: Los Angeles FC forward Denis Bouanga (99) celebrates with teammates after scoring on a penalty kick against Minnesota United during the first half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 18 | Los Angeles FC forward Denis Bouanga (99) celebrates with teammates after scoring on a penalty kick against Minnesota United during the first half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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[image: Minnesota United midfielder Will Trapp, left, lunges for the ball next to Los Angeles FC defender Aaron Long during the first half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 18 | Minnesota United midfielder Will Trapp, left, lunges for the ball next to Los Angeles FC defender Aaron Long during the first half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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[image: Minnesota United forward Teemu Pukki reacts after a missed shot against Los Angeles FC during the first half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 18 | Minnesota United forward Teemu Pukki reacts after a missed shot against Los Angeles FC during the first half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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Minnesota United forward Teemu Pukki reacts after a missed shot against Los Angeles FC during the first half of an MLS soccer match Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Denis Bouanga scored on a first-half penalty kick, Mateusz Bogusz added a late goal and Hugo Lloris notched his fourth straight clean sheet to help Los Angeles FC up its win streak to four and snap Minnesota United's six-match unbeaten run with a 2-0 victory on Wednesday night.
LAFC (8-4-3), which lost to the Columbus Crew in the championship match last season, dropped a 3-1 decision on the road to the San Jose Earthquakes to begin the month and has not lost or surrendered a goal since.
Minnesota United (7-3-4) had used a 4-0-2 run to climb into a second-place tie in the Western Conference. The loss drops the club into fourth place -- one behind LAFC and two behind the Los Angeles Galaxy. Real Salt Lake leads the conference with 30 points.
LAFC grabbed a 1-0 lead in the 38th minute and took it into halftime when Bouanga scored on a PK. Bouanga's kick followed a foul on Minnesota United defender DJ Taylor. Bouanga has nine goals and five assists this season.

    


That was it until Bogusz scored unassisted in the 82nd minute for a two-goal lead. It was his sixth netter this season.




Lloris finished with two saves for LAFC. The 37-year-old Lloris has allowed just 19 goals in 15 starts in his first season in the league.
Dayne St. Claire saved four shots for Minnesota United. Both keepers had one save in the first half.
LAFC played without midfielder Eduard Atuesta because of a red-card suspension.
Minnesota United returns home to play Sporting Kansas City on Saturday. LAFC will host FC Dallas on Saturday.
____
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer and https://twitter.com/AP_Sport
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	All Times EDT				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Sugar Land (Houston)	34	19	.642	--
	Sacramento (San Francisco)	31	22	.585	3
	Oklahoma City (L.A. Dodgers)	30	23	.566	4
	Tacoma (Seattle)	29	24	.547	5
	Round Rock (Texas)	28	24	.538	51/2
	Las Vegas (Oakland)	26	27	.491	8
	Reno (Arizona)	26	27	.491	8
	Salt Lake (L.A. Angels)	23	29	.442	101/2
	El Paso (San Diego)	21	32	.396	13
	Albuquerque (Colorado)	16	37	.302	18


___
	Tuesday, May 28

Round Rock 10, El Paso 5
Oklahoma City 6, Albuquerque 2
Reno 6, Salt Lake 5
Sacramento 5, Tacoma 3
Las Vegas 9, Sugar Land 5
	Wednesday, May 29

El Paso 8, Round Rock 0
Oklahoma City 6, Albuquerque 1
Reno 6, Salt Lake 3
Tacoma 9, Sacramento 2
Sugar Land 20, Las Vegas 7
	Thursday, May 30

Salt Lake at Reno, 2:05 p.m.
El Paso at Round Rock, 8:05 p.m.
Oklahoma City at Albuquerque, 8:35 p.m.
Tacoma at Sacramento, 9:45 p.m.
Sugar Land at Las Vegas, 10:05 p.m.
	Friday, May 31

El Paso at Round Rock, 8:15 p.m.
Oklahoma City at Albuquerque, 8:35 p.m.

    


Salt Lake at Reno, 9:35 p.m.
Tacoma at Sacramento, 9:45 p.m.
Sugar Land at Las Vegas, 10:05 p.m.
	Saturday, June 1

El Paso at Round Rock, 8:15 p.m.
Oklahoma City at Albuquerque, 8:35 p.m.
Salt Lake at Reno, 9:35 p.m.
Tacoma at Sacramento, 9:37 p.m.
Sugar Land at Las Vegas, 10:05 p.m.
	Sunday, June 2





Sugar Land at Las Vegas, 3:05 p.m.
Tacoma at Sacramento, 4:05 p.m.
Salt Lake at Reno, 4:05 p.m.
El Paso at Round Rock, 7:35 p.m.
Oklahoma City at Albuquerque, 8:05 p.m.
	Monday, June 3

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, June 4

Reno at Tacoma, 2:35 p.m.
Round Rock at Oklahoma City, 8:05 p.m.
Las Vegas at El Paso, 8:35 p.m.
Sugar Land at Salt Lake, 8:35 p.m.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Albuquerque at Sacramento, 9:45 p.m.
	All Times EDT				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Sugar Land (Houston)	34	19	.642	--
	Sacramento (San Francisco)	31	22	.585	3
	Oklahoma City (L.A. Dodgers)	30	23	.566	4
	Tacoma (Seattle)	29	24	.547	5
	Round Rock (Texas)	28	24	.538	51/2
	Las Vegas (Oakland)	26	27	.491	8
	Reno (Arizona)	26	27	.491	8
	Salt Lake (L.A. Angels)	23	29	.442	101/2
	El Paso (San Diego)	21	32	.396	13
	Albuquerque (Colorado)	16	37	.302	18

___
	Tuesday, May 28

Las Vegas 9, Sugar Land 5
	Wednesday, May 29

Sugar Land 20, Las Vegas 7
	Thursday, May 30

Sugar Land at Las Vegas, 10:05 p.m.
	Friday, May 31

Sugar Land at Las Vegas, 10:05 p.m.
	Saturday, June 1

Sugar Land at Las Vegas, 10:05 p.m.
	Sunday, June 2

Oklahoma City at Albuquerque, 8:05 p.m.
	Monday, June 3

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, June 4
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Single-A California League Glance
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	All Times EDT				
	North Division				
		W 	L	Pct.	GB
	Modesto (Seattle)	31	14	.689	--
	Fresno (Colorado)	27	19	.587	41/2
	San Jose (San Francisco)	27	19	.587	41/2
	Stockton (Oakland)	18	27	.400	13



	South Division				
		 W 	L 	Pct. 	GB 
	Rancho Cucamonga (L.A. Dodgers)	23	22	.511	--
	Lake Elsinore (San Diego)	22	23	.489	1
	Visalia (Arizona)	19	27	.413	41/2
	Inland Empire (L.A. Angels)	15	31	.326	81/2


___
	Tuesday, May 28

Lake Elsinore 7, Rancho Cucamonga 6, 10 innings
Visalia 13, Inland Empire 12, 11 innings
	Wednesday, May 29

Lake Elsinore 5, Rancho Cucamonga 4, 10 innings
San Jose 6, Fresno 5
Visalia 7, Inland Empire 6
Modesto 16, Stockton 1
	Thursday, May 30

Rancho Cucamonga at Lake Elsinore, 9:05 p.m.
Fresno at San Jose, 9:30 p.m.
Inland Empire at Visalia, 9:30 p.m.
Modesto at Stockton, 10:05 p.m.
	Friday, May 31

Inland Empire at Visalia, 9:30 p.m.
Rancho Cucamonga at Lake Elsinore, 9:45 p.m.
Fresno at San Jose, 10 p.m.
Modesto at Stockton, 10:05 p.m.
	Saturday, June 1

Rancho Cucamonga at Lake Elsinore, 8:15 p.m.

    


Fresno at San Jose, 9 p.m.
Inland Empire at Visalia, 9:30 p.m.
Modesto at Stockton, 10:05 p.m.
	Sunday, June 2

Inland Empire at Visalia, 3:05 p.m.
Fresno at San Jose, 4 p.m.
Rancho Cucamonga at Lake Elsinore, 4:15 p.m.
Modesto at Stockton, 5:09 p.m.
	Monday, June 3

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, June 4





Visalia at Rancho Cucamonga, 9 p.m.
Lake Elsinore at Inland Empire, 9:35 p.m.
Fresno at Modesto, 10:05 p.m.
San Jose at Stockton, 10:05 p.m.
	All Times EDT				
	North Division				
		W 	L	Pct.	GB
	Modesto (Seattle)	31	14	.689	--
	Fresno (Colorado)	27	19	.587	41/2
	San Jose (San Francisco)	27	19	.587	41/2
	Stockton (Oakland)	18	27	.400	13

	South Division				
		 W 	L 	Pct. 	GB 
	Rancho Cucamonga (L.A. Dodgers)	23	22	.511	--
	Lake Elsinore (San Diego)	22	23	.489	1
	Visalia (Arizona)	19	27	.413	41/2
	Inland Empire (L.A. Angels)	15	31	.326	81/2

___
	Tuesday, May 28

Visalia 13, Inland Empire 12, 11 innings
	Wednesday, May 29

Modesto 16, Stockton 1
	Thursday, May 30

Modesto at Stockton, 10:05 p.m.
	Friday, May 31

Modesto at Stockton, 10:05 p.m.
	Saturday, June 1

Modesto at Stockton, 10:05 p.m.
	Sunday, June 2


    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Modesto at Stockton, 5:09 p.m.
	Monday, June 3

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, June 4
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J.P. Crawford hits sacrifice fly in 10th inning to lift Mariners past Astros, 2-1

    J.P. Crawford hits sacrifice fly in 10th inning to lift Mariners past Astros, 2-1

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Seattle Mariners' J.P. Crawford is lifted by Luke Raley (20) after driving in the winning run with sacrifice fly against the Houston Astros during the 10th inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. The Mariners won 2-1. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 14 | Seattle Mariners' J.P. Crawford is lifted by Luke Raley (20) after driving in the winning run with sacrifice fly against the Houston Astros during the 10th inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. The Mariners won 2-1. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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[image: Seattle Mariners' J.P. Crawford lifts a trident to celebrate the team's win over the Houston Astros in 10 innings in a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 14 | Seattle Mariners' J.P. Crawford lifts a trident to celebrate the team's win over the Houston Astros in 10 innings in a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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[image: Seattle Mariners' Dominic Canzone holds a trident in the dugout to celebrate his home run against the Houston Astros during the fifth inning of a baseball game, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 14 | Seattle Mariners' Dominic Canzone holds a trident in the dugout to celebrate his home run against the Houston Astros during the fifth inning of a baseball game, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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[image: Seattle Mariners starting pitcher George Kirby walks off the field after facing the Houston Astros in the sixth inning of a baseball game, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 14 | Seattle Mariners starting pitcher George Kirby walks off the field after facing the Houston Astros in the sixth inning of a baseball game, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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[image: Houston Astros starting pitcher Justin Verlander throws against the Seattle Mariners during the third inning of a baseball game, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 14 | Houston Astros starting pitcher Justin Verlander throws against the Seattle Mariners during the third inning of a baseball game, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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[image: Houston Astros' Jake Meyers hits an RBI single as Seattle Mariners catcher Mitch Garver looks on during the fourth inning of a baseball game, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 14 | Houston Astros' Jake Meyers hits an RBI single as Seattle Mariners catcher Mitch Garver looks on during the fourth inning of a baseball game, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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[image: Houston Astros' Alex Bregman reacts to hitting a single as Seattle Mariners first baseman Ty France (23) walks away during the fourth inning of a baseball game, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 14 | Houston Astros' Alex Bregman reacts to hitting a single as Seattle Mariners first baseman Ty France (23) walks away during the fourth inning of a baseball game, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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[image: The Seattle Mariners celebrate after J.P. Crawford drove in the winning run against the Houston Astros with a sacrifice fly during the 10th inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. The Mariners won 2-1. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 14 | The Seattle Mariners celebrate after J.P. Crawford drove in the winning run against the Houston Astros with a sacrifice fly during the 10th inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. The Mariners won 2-1. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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[image: Seattle Mariners starting pitcher George Kirby throws against the Houston Astros during the first inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 14 | Seattle Mariners starting pitcher George Kirby throws against the Houston Astros during the first inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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[image: Houston Astros starting pitcher Justin Verlander throws against the Seattle Mariners during the first inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 14 | Houston Astros starting pitcher Justin Verlander throws against the Seattle Mariners during the first inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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[image: Houston Astros' Yordan Alvarez greets teammates in the dugout after scoring on a single by Jake Meyers during the fourth inning of a baseball game against the Seattle Mariners, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 14 | Houston Astros' Yordan Alvarez greets teammates in the dugout after scoring on a single by Jake Meyers during the fourth inning of a baseball game against the Seattle Mariners, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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[image: Seattle Mariners relief pitcher Trent Thornton reacts after retiring the side against the Houston Astros during the seventh inning of a baseball game, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 14 | Seattle Mariners relief pitcher Trent Thornton reacts after retiring the side against the Houston Astros during the seventh inning of a baseball game, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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[image: Seattle Mariners' J.P. Crawford watches his RBI sacrifice fly next to Houston Astros catcher Victor Caratini during the 10th inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 14 | Seattle Mariners' J.P. Crawford watches his RBI sacrifice fly next to Houston Astros catcher Victor Caratini during the 10th inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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[image: Seattle Mariners' J.P. Crawford, right, celebrates with Julio Rodriguez after Crawford drove in the winning run against the Houston Astros with a sacrifice fly during the 10th inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. The Mariners won 2-1. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 14 | Seattle Mariners' J.P. Crawford, right, celebrates with Julio Rodriguez after Crawford drove in the winning run against the Houston Astros with a sacrifice fly during the 10th inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. The Mariners won 2-1. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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        J.P. Crawford hits sacrifice fly in 10th inning to lift Mariners past Astros, 2-1

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Seattle Mariners' J.P. Crawford is lifted by Luke Raley (20) after driving in the winning run with sacrifice fly against the Houston Astros during the 10th inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. The Mariners won 2-1. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 14 | Seattle Mariners' J.P. Crawford is lifted by Luke Raley (20) after driving in the winning run with sacrifice fly against the Houston Astros during the 10th inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. The Mariners won 2-1. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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Seattle Mariners' J.P. Crawford is lifted by Luke Raley (20) after driving in the winning run with sacrifice fly against the Houston Astros during the 10th inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. The Mariners won 2-1. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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[image: Seattle Mariners' J.P. Crawford lifts a trident to celebrate the team's win over the Houston Astros in 10 innings in a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 14 | Seattle Mariners' J.P. Crawford lifts a trident to celebrate the team's win over the Houston Astros in 10 innings in a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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                                    2 of 14
Seattle Mariners' J.P. Crawford lifts a trident to celebrate the team's win over the Houston Astros in 10 innings in a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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[image: Seattle Mariners' Dominic Canzone holds a trident in the dugout to celebrate his home run against the Houston Astros during the fifth inning of a baseball game, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 14 | Seattle Mariners' Dominic Canzone holds a trident in the dugout to celebrate his home run against the Houston Astros during the fifth inning of a baseball game, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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Seattle Mariners' Dominic Canzone holds a trident in the dugout to celebrate his home run against the Houston Astros during the fifth inning of a baseball game, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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[image: Seattle Mariners starting pitcher George Kirby walks off the field after facing the Houston Astros in the sixth inning of a baseball game, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 14 | Seattle Mariners starting pitcher George Kirby walks off the field after facing the Houston Astros in the sixth inning of a baseball game, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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Seattle Mariners starting pitcher George Kirby walks off the field after facing the Houston Astros in the sixth inning of a baseball game, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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[image: Houston Astros starting pitcher Justin Verlander throws against the Seattle Mariners during the third inning of a baseball game, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 14 | Houston Astros starting pitcher Justin Verlander throws against the Seattle Mariners during the third inning of a baseball game, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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                                    5 of 14
Houston Astros starting pitcher Justin Verlander throws against the Seattle Mariners during the third inning of a baseball game, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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[image: Houston Astros' Jake Meyers hits an RBI single as Seattle Mariners catcher Mitch Garver looks on during the fourth inning of a baseball game, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 14 | Houston Astros' Jake Meyers hits an RBI single as Seattle Mariners catcher Mitch Garver looks on during the fourth inning of a baseball game, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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Houston Astros' Jake Meyers hits an RBI single as Seattle Mariners catcher Mitch Garver looks on during the fourth inning of a baseball game, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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[image: Houston Astros' Alex Bregman reacts to hitting a single as Seattle Mariners first baseman Ty France (23) walks away during the fourth inning of a baseball game, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 14 | Houston Astros' Alex Bregman reacts to hitting a single as Seattle Mariners first baseman Ty France (23) walks away during the fourth inning of a baseball game, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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Houston Astros' Alex Bregman reacts to hitting a single as Seattle Mariners first baseman Ty France (23) walks away during the fourth inning of a baseball game, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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[image: The Seattle Mariners celebrate after J.P. Crawford drove in the winning run against the Houston Astros with a sacrifice fly during the 10th inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. The Mariners won 2-1. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 14 | The Seattle Mariners celebrate after J.P. Crawford drove in the winning run against the Houston Astros with a sacrifice fly during the 10th inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. The Mariners won 2-1. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 14
The Seattle Mariners celebrate after J.P. Crawford drove in the winning run against the Houston Astros with a sacrifice fly during the 10th inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. The Mariners won 2-1. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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[image: Seattle Mariners starting pitcher George Kirby throws against the Houston Astros during the first inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 14 | Seattle Mariners starting pitcher George Kirby throws against the Houston Astros during the first inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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Seattle Mariners starting pitcher George Kirby throws against the Houston Astros during the first inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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[image: Houston Astros starting pitcher Justin Verlander throws against the Seattle Mariners during the first inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 14 | Houston Astros starting pitcher Justin Verlander throws against the Seattle Mariners during the first inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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Houston Astros starting pitcher Justin Verlander throws against the Seattle Mariners during the first inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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[image: Houston Astros' Yordan Alvarez greets teammates in the dugout after scoring on a single by Jake Meyers during the fourth inning of a baseball game against the Seattle Mariners, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 14 | Houston Astros' Yordan Alvarez greets teammates in the dugout after scoring on a single by Jake Meyers during the fourth inning of a baseball game against the Seattle Mariners, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    11 of 14
Houston Astros' Yordan Alvarez greets teammates in the dugout after scoring on a single by Jake Meyers during the fourth inning of a baseball game against the Seattle Mariners, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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[image: Seattle Mariners relief pitcher Trent Thornton reacts after retiring the side against the Houston Astros during the seventh inning of a baseball game, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]
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[image: Seattle Mariners' J.P. Crawford watches his RBI sacrifice fly next to Houston Astros catcher Victor Caratini during the 10th inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]
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[image: Seattle Mariners' J.P. Crawford, right, celebrates with Julio Rodriguez after Crawford drove in the winning run against the Houston Astros with a sacrifice fly during the 10th inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Seattle. The Mariners won 2-1. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]
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                                        SEATTLE (AP) -- J.P. Crawford drove in Jonatan Clase with a sacrifice fly in the bottom of the 10th inning to give the Seattle Mariners a 2-1 victory over the Houston Astros on Wednesday night.
A game dominated by pitching ended with Crawford lifting a fly ball to deep right field that allowed Clase to jog home and give the Mariners wins in the first three games of the four-game series with their AL West rival.
The winning run came after dominant starting pitching by Houston's Justin Verlander and Seattle's George Kirby. Verlander allowed one run, three hits and struck out nine over seven innings; Kirby allowed one run, six hits and struck out eight in six innings.
"That's as good as it gets in this league, any league, Verlander and George going back and forth," Seattle manager Scott Servais said. "It was fun to watch when George was out there. It wasn't so fun to watch when Verlander was out there. It was one of those games going into it you have to figure out a way to grind through it."

    


The bullpens were equally strong. Trent Thornton, Gabe Speier, Austin Voth and Andres Munoz allowed one baserunner with six strikeouts over three innings. Mike Baumann (2-0) retired the Astros in order in the top of the 10th on a pair of fly outs and Jose Altuve's groundout.




But Houston's Tayler Scott (1-2) couldn't find the same success. Dominic Canzone grounded out to second base to open the 10th, allowing Clase -- the automatic runner -- to advance to third. Cal Raleigh and Luke Raley walked to load the bases and Crawford drove a 0-1 pitch deep enough for Clase to score.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Get the game over with, get the job done and let's go home," Crawford said. "Get a good pitch, don't miss it. And, thankfully I didn't miss it."
Seattle missed a chance to win it in the ninth, but Julio Rodriguez was stranded at third base after Josh Hader struck out Ryan Bliss and Mitch Haniger.

    


Verlander was nearly flawless, giving up only Canzone's fifth homer of the season with one out in the fifth inning. Canzone's homer was his second since coming off the injured list two weeks ago and traveled an estimated 408 feet on a chilly night when the ball struggled to carry.
Verlander has pitched at least seven innings in five consecutive outings against the Mariners in the regular season dating to the 2022 season.
"They have an outstanding rotation, good bullpen. You know these are going to be close gamem," Verlander said. "If you think you're going to come in here and bang out five, six, seven runs a game, I don't think that's realistic." 
Kirby gave up Jake Meyers' RBI single in the fourth inning but that was all the Astros could manage. 
Kirby struck out eight and pitched at least six innings for the sixth time in seven starts. He's allowed 11 earned runs struck out 42 and walked only three batters in 36 1/3 innings over six starts at home this season.
One of the keys for Kirby was landing his offspeed pitches early in the game. He also escaped a jam in the sixth leaving runners stranded at the corners. 
"They're aggressive and just got to make them feel uncomfortable. Used a lot of different offspeed tonight, I thought that worked really well," Kirby said. 

    


TRAINER'S ROOM
Astros: Manager Joe Espada said RHPs Cristian Javier and Jose Urquidy are both getting additional opinions on the discomfort in their right forearms.
UP NEXT
Astros: RHP Spencer Arrighetti (2-5, 6.93) allowed three runs in five innings and took the loss in his last start against Oakland. Arrighetti has never pitched against Seattle.
Mariners: RHP Logan Gilbert (3-2, 3.06) threw eight shutout innings against the Astros on May 4 in Houston. Gilbert has allowed three earned runs or less in nine of 11 starts this season.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/astros-mariners-score-6448e966b4fd6e12e2a378172468a988
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    [image: New York Yankees' Alex Verdugo, left, Juan Soto, center, and Aaron Judge celebrate after the Yankees defeated the Los Angeles Angels 2-1 in a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Anaheim, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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[image: New York Yankees' Juan Soto, right, reacts after being called out for interfering with Los Angeles Angels shortstop Zach Neto, left, while trying to get back to second on a ball hit by Giancarlo Stanton during the first inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Anaheim, Calif. Stanton was called out on the play and Soto was also called out on runner's interference. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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[image: New York Yankees starting pitcher Luis Gil throws to a Los Angeles Angels batter during the first inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Anaheim, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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[image: Los Angeles Angels starting pitcher Tyler Anderson gets set to pitch during the second inning of the team's baseball game against the New York Yankees on Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Anaheim, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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[image: New York Yankees manager Aaron Boone, argues with umpires during the first inning of the team's baseball game against the Los Angeles Angels on Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Anaheim, Calif. Boone argued after Juan Soto was called out at second for runner's interference. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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[image: New York Yankees' Alex Verdugo, center, gestures as he scores after hitting a solo home run as Los Angeles Angels catcher Logan O'Hoppe, left, kneels at the plate and home plate umpire Brian Walsh watches during the fourth inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Anaheim, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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[image: New York Yankees' Giancarlo Stanton breaks his bat as he grounds out during the third inning of a baseball game against the Los Angeles Angels Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Anaheim, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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[image: New York Yankees' DJ LeMahieu warms up prior to a baseball game against the Los Angeles Angels on Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Anaheim, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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[image: New York Yankees manager Aaron Boone, left, is ejected by second base umpire Vic Carapazza during the first inning of the team's baseball game against the Los Angeles Angels on Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Anaheim, Calif. Boone argued after Juan Soto was called out at second for runner's interference. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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[image: New York Yankees catcher Jose Trevino, left, and relief pitcher Clay Holmes congratulate each other after the Yankees defeated the Los Angeles Angels 2-1 in a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Anaheim, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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[image: New York Yankees' Alex Verdugo, right, gestures as he scores on a solo home run, next to Los Angeles Angels catcher Logan O'Hoppe during the fourth inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Anaheim, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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[image: New York Yankees' Juan Soto, right, reacts after being called out for interfering with Los Angeles Angels shortstop Zach Neto, left, while trying to get back to second on a ball hit by Giancarlo Stanton during the first inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Anaheim, Calif. Stanton was called out on the play and Soto was also called out on runner's interference. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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[image: New York Yankees starting pitcher Luis Gil throws to a Los Angeles Angels batter during the first inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Anaheim, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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[image: Los Angeles Angels starting pitcher Tyler Anderson gets set to pitch during the second inning of the team's baseball game against the New York Yankees on Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Anaheim, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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[image: New York Yankees manager Aaron Boone, argues with umpires during the first inning of the team's baseball game against the Los Angeles Angels on Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Anaheim, Calif. Boone argued after Juan Soto was called out at second for runner's interference. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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[image: New York Yankees' Alex Verdugo, center, gestures as he scores after hitting a solo home run as Los Angeles Angels catcher Logan O'Hoppe, left, kneels at the plate and home plate umpire Brian Walsh watches during the fourth inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Anaheim, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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[image: New York Yankees' Giancarlo Stanton breaks his bat as he grounds out during the third inning of a baseball game against the Los Angeles Angels Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Anaheim, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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[image: New York Yankees' DJ LeMahieu warms up prior to a baseball game against the Los Angeles Angels on Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Anaheim, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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[image: New York Yankees manager Aaron Boone, left, is ejected by second base umpire Vic Carapazza during the first inning of the team's baseball game against the Los Angeles Angels on Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Anaheim, Calif. Boone argued after Juan Soto was called out at second for runner's interference. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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[image: New York Yankees catcher Jose Trevino, left, and relief pitcher Clay Holmes congratulate each other after the Yankees defeated the Los Angeles Angels 2-1 in a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Anaheim, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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[image: New York Yankees' Alex Verdugo, right, gestures as he scores on a solo home run, next to Los Angeles Angels catcher Logan O'Hoppe during the fourth inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Anaheim, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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                                        ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) -- Luis Gil struck out nine and won his sixth straight start, continuing a record run by the starters, Alex Verdugo homered and the New York Yankees bounced back with a 2-1 victory over the Los Angeles Angels on Wednesday night.
Anthony Volpe extended his hitting streak to 21 games with two hits, tying the longest run in the majors this season. He also scored.
Logan O'Hoppe had a solo shot for the Angels, who have dropped four of five.
Despite the low-scoring game, there was plenty of drama early and late.
Yankees manager Aaron Boone was ejected in the first inning after baserunner interference was called on Juan Soto. In the ninth, the Angels had runners on first and second with none out before Willie Calhoun grounded into a double play and Logan O'Hoppe grounded out to third.
"It was a little weird to start, but also a really fun game to watch, albeit nerve wracking," Boone said.

    


Gil (7-1) allowed one run on two hits in eight innings, extending the starting staff's MLB-record run to 16 straight games in which they have gone at least five innings and allowed two runs or fewer.




Since May 12, Yankees starters have gone 12-4 and allowed only 11 earned runs in 99 innings for a 1.00 ERA. Opposing teams have a .158 batting average.
"The plan from the get go was to be able to spot the fastball up, mixed with secondary pitches and to be able to command pitches in the strike zone," Gil said through an interpreter. "I think when we're able to do that it allows you to have a good rhythm and go deep into the game."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Clay Holmes survived the early traffic in the ninth for his 16th save. 
After the Yankees had an unassisted double play turned against them in the first inning due to baserunner interference by Juan Soto and a second-inning rally end due to Anthony Rizzo being hit by a batted ball from DJ LeMahieu, Verdugo drove an elevated sinker by Tyler Anderson (5-5) into the stands in right field.

    


Volpe made it 2-0 in the seventh when he hit a triple into the right field corner and came home when Angels second baseman Luis Rengifo's throw to third went into the camera well.
Gil had retired 11 straight until O'Hoppe went deep off the auxiliary scoreboard just above the wall in right-center.
"We hung in the game. We had the tying and winning run on the bag, we just didn't come through," Angels manager Ron Washington said.
New York appeared as if it was going to break things open early when its first three batters got aboard, only to be done in by an unconventional double play.
Giancarlo Stanton hit a high popup near the bag at second. Umpires called an infield fly, but Soto bumped into Angels shortstop Zach Neto with his hip as he tried to get back to second base, causing Neto to lose track of the ball, which landed in the infield.
Second base umpire Vic Carapazza ruled that Soto interfered with Neto, leading to the second out.
The Yankees had runners on first and second with one in the second, but LeMahieu's grounder hit Rizzo as he was running to third for an automatic out. 

    


TRAINER'S ROOM
Yankees: INF Kevin Smith ended up accepting an outright assignment to Triple-A Scranton-Wilkes Barre. The team announced on Tuesday that he had elected free agency.
UP NEXT
A matchup of left-handers in the series finale. Carlos Rodon (6-2, 2.95 ERA) goes for the Yankees, while the Angels counter with Patrick Sandoval (2-7, 5.60 ERA).
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb
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    [image: Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani, of Japan, follows through on a two-run home run during the eighth inning of a baseball game against the New York Mets, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)]
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani (17) runs toward home plate after hitting a two-run home run during the eighth inning of a baseball game against the New York Mets, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)]
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers' Jason Heyward (23) celebrates with Mookie Betts (50) and Gavin Lux after a baseball game against the New York Mets, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in New York. The Dodgers won 10-3. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)]
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[image: A New York Mets fan wears a paper bag during the ninth inning of a baseball game between the Mets and the Los Angeles Dodgers, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in New York. The Dodgers won 10-3. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)]
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[image: New York Mets pitcher Adam Ottavino (0) hands the ball to New York Mets manager Carlos Mendoza (64) during the eighth inning of a baseball game against the Los Angeles Dodgers, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)]
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers' Will Smith hits a home run during the eighth inning of a baseball game against the New York Mets, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)]
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers' Miguel Vargas (27) watches as Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani, of Japan, hits an RBI single during the fifth inning of a baseball game against the New York Mets, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in New York. Vargas scored on the play. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)]
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers manager Dave Roberts, right, celebrates with Will Smith, left, after Smith hit a home run during the eighth inning of a baseball game against the New York Mets, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)]
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani (17) runs toward home plate after hitting a two-run home run during the eighth inning of a baseball game against the New York Mets, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)]
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers' Jason Heyward (23) celebrates with Mookie Betts (50) and Gavin Lux after a baseball game against the New York Mets, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in New York. The Dodgers won 10-3. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)]
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[image: A New York Mets fan wears a paper bag during the ninth inning of a baseball game between the Mets and the Los Angeles Dodgers, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in New York. The Dodgers won 10-3. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)]
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[image: New York Mets pitcher Adam Ottavino (0) hands the ball to New York Mets manager Carlos Mendoza (64) during the eighth inning of a baseball game against the Los Angeles Dodgers, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)]
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers' Will Smith hits a home run during the eighth inning of a baseball game against the New York Mets, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)]
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers' Miguel Vargas (27) watches as Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani, of Japan, hits an RBI single during the fifth inning of a baseball game against the New York Mets, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in New York. Vargas scored on the play. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)]
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers manager Dave Roberts, right, celebrates with Will Smith, left, after Smith hit a home run during the eighth inning of a baseball game against the New York Mets, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Shohei Ohtani homered and drove in three runs, Will Smith went deep twice and the Los Angeles Dodgers completed a three-game sweep of the frustrated New York Mets with a 10-3 victory on Wednesday.
Smith's second homer was a tiebreaking solo shot off Adam Ottavino (1-2) to start a six-run eighth inning capped by Ohtani's two-run drive. Miguel Vargas blooped a two-run double, and Miguel Rojas bounced an RBI single over a drawn-in infield during the latest meltdown by a dreadful Mets bullpen.
"That's where we won the ballgame, just putting the exclamation point on with those guys," Smith said.
Jason Heyward had a pinch-hit triple in the eighth and added a solo homer in the ninth. Rojas matched a career high with four of Los Angeles' 16 hits.
"A lot of good things happened. A lot of good situational at-bats, two-strike hitting," Dodgers manager Dave Roberts said. "Just across the board up and down the line was really good to see. I thought we were just using the whole field better."

    


Ohtani also had an RBI single. He began the day in a 7-for-37 (.189) slide since his previous home run May 17 against Cincinnati.




"We talked about it earlier today, and I just felt he was on his way as long as he's swinging at good pitches," Roberts said.
Ohtani's 14th homer of the season came off reliever Jorge Lopez, ejected moments later for shouting at third base umpire Ramon De Jesus over an appeal ruling on Freddie Freeman's checked swing. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Lopez dropped the ball on the mound and walked off the field with his jersey untucked. As he approached the Mets' dugout, he tossed his glove high over the protective netting and it landed a couple of rows deep in the stands, where it was snagged by a fan. 
After the game, Lopez said he didn't regret the outburst -- and the Mets began the process of designating him for assignment. 
New York (22-33) has lost 10 of 12 and 15 of 19. Following the latest defeat, the clubhouse was kept closed for about 40 minutes as the Mets held a players-only meeting initiated by shortstop Francisco Lindor.

    


"It's no secret that things aren't going the way that we want around here. And so we just opened the floor and talked about ways we can turn it around," outfielder Brandon Nimmo said, adding the meeting was positive and very constructive. "Just felt like a boiling-over point."
Smith also doubled and scored three times as the NL West leaders took all three games at Citi Field after arriving on a five-game losing streak. The All-Star catcher has three homers in the last two games -- he connected in the nightcap of Tuesday's doubleheader sweep.
Blake Treinen (2-0) worked a scoreless seventh for the win.
Los Angeles built a 3-0 lead on Smith's first homer and RBI singles by Andy Pages and Ohtani. Smith doubled leading off the fourth and scored on Pages' base hit before going deep leading off the eighth for his second career multi-homer game.
But unbeaten lefty James Paxton, who tossed three shutout innings, was pulled after 50 pitches as planned because it was his first time starting on four days' rest this season. 

    


"He gave us what we needed, knowing we had some length behind us," Roberts said.
New York tied it in the fifth when No. 9 batter Tomas Nido launched a two-run homer off Elieser Hernandez, and J.D. Martinez hit an RBI double against Michael Grove.
Mets starter David Peterson allowed three runs -- two earned -- over five innings in his season debut following left hip surgery. Peterson cost himself with an errant pickoff attempt prior to Ohtani's run-scoring single.
"Felt good to be back," Peterson said.
TRAINER'S ROOM
Dodgers: Los Angeles closer Evan Phillips (right hamstring) retired both batters he faced Tuesday in a rehab outing for Class A Rancho Cucamonga. He is expected to come off the injured list Friday. ... Max Muncy's recovery from a right oblique strain will be slow, Roberts said. The infielder was placed on the injured list May 17.
Mets: Struggling closer Edwin Diaz was placed on the 15-day injured list with a right shoulder impingement. ... 1B Pete Alonso exited in the first inning after getting hit on the right hand by a 93 mph fastball from Paxton. X-rays were normal, manager Carlos Mendoza said, and the Mets expected to receive results of a CT scan Thursday. ... C Francisco Alvarez (left thumb surgery) begins a rehab assignment Thursday with Double-A Binghamton. 

    


UP NEXT
Dodgers: Following an off day, RHP Walker Buehler (1-2, 4.26 ERA) starts Friday night at home against last-place Colorado in the opener of a three-game series. 
Mets: Rookie RHP Christian Scott (0-2, 3.97 ERA) makes his fifth major league start Thursday night versus Arizona in the opener of a four-game set. On the mound for the defending NL champions is RHP Zac Gallen (5-4, 3.12), who finished third in Cy Young Award voting last year.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb
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    [image: New York Mets' Edwin Diaz goes to the dugout after pitching against the San Francisco Giants during the ninth inning of a baseball game, Saturday, May 25, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Noah K. Murray)]
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[image: New York Mets' Pete Alonso leaves the field with a trainer after getting injured in the first inning of a baseball game against the Los Angeles Dodgers, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)]
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[image: New York Mets pitcher Edwin Diaz leaves the field during the seventh inning of the team's baseball game against the San Francisco Giants, Friday, May 24, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 4 | New York Mets pitcher Edwin Diaz leaves the field during the seventh inning of the team's baseball game against the San Francisco Giants, Friday, May 24, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: New York Mets' Pete Alonso drops his bat as he runs to first base with a single in the sixth inning of a baseball game against the Cleveland Guardians, Monday, May 20, 2024, in Cleveland. (AP Photo/Sue Ogrocki)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Struggling closer Edwin Diaz was placed on the 15-day injured list Wednesday by the New York Mets with a right shoulder impingement.
The team made the announcement about 15 minutes before its series finale against the Los Angeles Dodgers.
In another discouraging development moments later, slugger Pete Alonso exited in the first inning after getting hit on the right hand by a 93 mph fastball from James Paxton. Following his team's 10-3 loss, Mets manager Carlos Mendoza said X-rays were normal and the club expected to receive results of a CT scan Thursday.
Brett Baty ran for Alonso and remained in the game at third base. Mark Vientos moved from third base to Alonso's position at first.
Diaz felt a little tightness in his shoulder Sunday after pitching Friday and Saturday. He thought it would go away, but when he woke up Wednesday still feeling it he reported the issue to New York's athletic training staff.

    


"We don't think it's anything serious here, but we'll see," Mendoza said.
Diaz said "everything looked great" on an ultrasound and he will simply rest for a few days before playing catch again. He said he expects to return as soon as he's eligible to come off the IL.




"My first time feeling something in my shoulder," he said.
After missing last season because of a knee injury, Diaz is 1-1 with a 5.40 ERA and five saves in 20 appearances. He has blown three straight save chances and four of his past five. And that doesn't include a meltdown in Miami on May 18, when the right-hander squandered a four-run lead in the ninth inning but wasn't charged with a blown save.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Despite all his trouble this month, Diaz said on May 18 that he felt 100% physically and his body was "not an issue." He acknowledged his failures affected his confidence and said he believed he was thinking too much on the mound and needed to trust himself a little more.

    


New York went four games without using Diaz before he was summoned in the seventh inning last Friday against San Francisco. He struck out two in a scoreless inning, then blew a save chance the following day when he squandered a one-run lead in the ninth inning of a loss to the Giants.
The 30-year-old didn't pitch Tuesday when the Mets were swept by the Dodgers in a doubleheader. New York took a one-run lead into the ninth inning of the opener, but Mendoza brought in Adam Ottavino instead of Diaz. Ottavino blew the lead, and New York lost 5-2 in 10 innings.
New York has blown 10 of 22 save opportunities this season and lost five games this month after taking a lead into the ninth inning. After dropping 10 of 12 and 15 of 19, the fourth-place Mets are a season-low 11 games under .500 at 22-33. The team's ERA in May is 4.84, worst in the majors, and they held a players-only meeting in the clubhouse following the latest defeat. 
"I think as a team, we are trying to do too much," Diaz said.
Diaz, a two-time All-Star, was baseball's most dominant closer in 2022, striking out 118 batters in 62 innings while saving 32 games for New York and compiling a 1.31 ERA.

    


He re-signed with the Mets on a $102 million, five-year contract but tore the patellar tendon in his right knee while celebrating a win for Puerto Rico in the World Baseball Classic in March 2023. The injury required surgery and cost him the entire 2023 season.
Left-handed reliever Josh Walker was recalled from Triple-A Syracuse to take Diaz's roster spot. Earlier in the day, the Mets said Walker had been optioned to Syracuse following Tuesday's doubleheader to make room for lefty David Peterson, who came off the 60-day IL to start Wednesday's game.
___
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    [image: Colorado Rockies' Hunter Goodman, left, congratulates Brendan Rodgers, who hit a two-run home run off Cleveland Guardians starting pitcher Logan Allen during the second inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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[image: Colorado Rockies relief pitcher Tyler Kinley watches a throw to a Cleveland Guardians batter during the ninth inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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[image: Colorado Rockies starting pitcher Ty Blach reacts after getting Cleveland Guardians' Tyler Freeman to ground out to end the top of the seventh inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 10 | Colorado Rockies starting pitcher Ty Blach reacts after getting Cleveland Guardians' Tyler Freeman to ground out to end the top of the seventh inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Cleveland Guardians relief pitcher Pedro Avila works against the Colorado Rockies in the seventh inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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[image: Cleveland Guardians' Jose Ramirez grounds out against the Colorado Rockies during the fifth inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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[image: Colorado Rockies starting pitcher Ty Blach works agianst the Cleveland Guardians in the seventh inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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[image: Colorado Rockies left fielder Sean Bouchard (12) celebrates with center fielder Brenton Doyle, back left, and right fielder Jake Cave after the team's baseball game against the Cleveland Guardians on Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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[image: Cleveland Guardians pinch-hitter Will Brennan watches his RBI single off Colorado Rockies relief pitcher Tyler Kinley during the ninth inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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[image: Cleveland Guardians' Brayan Rocchio watches his RBI single off Colorado Rockies relief pitcher Tyler Kinley during the ninth inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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[image: Cleveland Guardians catcher Austin Hedges front, throws to first base to put out Colorado Rockies' Sean Bouchard to end the eighth inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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[image: Colorado Rockies relief pitcher Tyler Kinley watches a throw to a Cleveland Guardians batter during the ninth inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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[image: Colorado Rockies starting pitcher Ty Blach reacts after getting Cleveland Guardians' Tyler Freeman to ground out to end the top of the seventh inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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[image: Cleveland Guardians relief pitcher Pedro Avila works against the Colorado Rockies in the seventh inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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[image: Cleveland Guardians' Jose Ramirez grounds out against the Colorado Rockies during the fifth inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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[image: Colorado Rockies starting pitcher Ty Blach works agianst the Cleveland Guardians in the seventh inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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[image: Colorado Rockies left fielder Sean Bouchard (12) celebrates with center fielder Brenton Doyle, back left, and right fielder Jake Cave after the team's baseball game against the Cleveland Guardians on Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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[image: Cleveland Guardians pinch-hitter Will Brennan watches his RBI single off Colorado Rockies relief pitcher Tyler Kinley during the ninth inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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[image: Cleveland Guardians catcher Austin Hedges front, throws to first base to put out Colorado Rockies' Sean Bouchard to end the eighth inning of a baseball game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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                                        DENVER (AP) -- Brendan Rodgers hit a two-run home run during a six-run second inning, Ty Blach overcame a shaky start to give up two runs over seven innings and the Colorado Rockies beat the Cleveland Guardians 7-4 on Wednesday night.
The last-place Rockies have now won three consecutive series and have gone 12-7 after a disastrous 8-28 start to the season.
"We thought it was there, but you needed to see it," Rockies catcher Jacob Stallings said. "We all believed. We never got too down during that stretch. We always believed we could win. Credit to the guys. Now we're playing like it and it's showing up on the field."
Eight of the nine players in Colorado's lineup had a hit, with Stallings, Ryan McMahon, Elias Diaz, Sean Bouchard and Hunter Goodman each recording an RBI. Those contributions gave Colorado its second-highest run total in an inning this season while chasing Guardians starter Logan Allen (6-3) from the game.

    


Rockies reliever Tyler Kinley allowed two runs in the ninth inning and had the tying run at the plate with two outs and runners on first and second, but struck out Andres Gimenez to help his team hold on.




After giving up three hits, two runs and two walks in the first inning, Blach (2-2) shut out Cleveland over the next six innings, with four strikeouts and no walks in that time. It was his second consecutive quality start after allowing 11 runs across 13 innings in his first three starts of the season.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Especially at Coors Field, we know that anything and everything is going to happen," Blach said. "You kind of take that approach mentally before every game and say, hey, no matter what it is, I've got to stay locked in and make pitches. If it's a bad first inning, find a way to bounce back and eat as many innings as you can because we know we can put up a six-spot in a hurry in this ballpark."
The loss snapped a run of four consecutive series victories for the Guardians, who had won 13 of their previous 15 games.

    


"We don't want to lose any series, but if you go 4-2 on a road trip, you're going to do good things over the course of the year," Cleveland manager Stephen Vogt said. "Our guys played their hearts out. They played great. We had a couple get away from us here in Colorado, which can happen."
In his first career appearance at Coors Field, Allen allowed seven earned runs in just 1 2/3 innings, his shortest outing of the season. In his previous three starts, all wins, Allen had allowed just three earned runs across 17 2/3 innings.
"To not be able to settle in there, give up a six-spot and not even get out of the second, that's pretty bad," Allen said. "It's embarrassing. I've got to be better."
Josh Naylor had two hits and an RBI for Cleveland. Jose Ramirez, who leads the majors in RBIs, doubled in the first inning, but his career-best streak of seven consecutive games with an RBI came to an end.
TRAINER'S ROOM
Rockies: LHP Austin Gomber (left elbow soreness) will start Sunday against the Los Angeles Dodgers. Gomber had been scheduled to start Monday against the Guardians, but was scratched.

    


UP NEXT
Rockies: RHP Dakota Hudson (1-7, 5.54 ERA) will take the mound against RHP Walker Buehler (1-2, 4.26) and the host Los Angeles Dodgers on Friday.
Guardians: RHP Tanner Bibee (3-1, 3.99) will square off at home against Washington and LHP Patrick Corbin (1-5, 6.12) on Friday.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/rockies-gaurdians-score-c3cedb7caa857138a86fb99c02aab2a3
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    [image: London Knights' Denver Barkey, second from right, celebrates with Kasper Halttunen (12) and teammates after scoring against the Saginaw Spirit during the second period of a Memorial Cup hockey game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Saginaw, Mich. (Duane Burleson/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: London Knights goalie Michael Simpson (31) stops a shot by Saginaw Spirit's Alex Christopoulos (48) during the second period of a Memorial Cup hockey game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Saginaw, Mich. (Duane Burleson/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: London Knights' Landon Sim (90) takes a punch from Saginaw Spirit's Braden Hache (6) during the first period of a Memorial Cup hockey game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Saginaw, Mich. (Duane Burleson/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Saginaw Spirit's Alex Christopoulos (48) celebrates his goal with Josh Bloom, right, as London Knights' Isaiah George (4) skates off during the first period of a Memorial Cup hockey game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Saginaw, Mich. (Duane Burleson/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: London Knights' Sam Dickinson (3) skates past Saginaw Spirit's Zayne Parekh (19) during the first period of a Memorial Cup hockey game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Saginaw, Mich. (Duane Burleson/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Saginaw Spirit's Matyas Sapovaliv (24) tries to steal the puck from London Knights' Jackson Edward (92) during the second period of a Memorial Cup hockey game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Saginaw, Mich. (Duane Burleson/The Canadian Press via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 11 | Saginaw Spirit's Matyas Sapovaliv (24) tries to steal the puck from London Knights' Jackson Edward (92) during the second period of a Memorial Cup hockey game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Saginaw, Mich. (Duane Burleson/The Canadian Press via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: London Knights' Landon Sim (90) drives against Saginaw Spirit's Will Bishop (4) during the first period of a Memorial Cup hockey game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Saginaw, Mich. (Duane Burleson/The Canadian Press via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 11 | London Knights' Landon Sim (90) drives against Saginaw Spirit's Will Bishop (4) during the first period of a Memorial Cup hockey game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Saginaw, Mich. (Duane Burleson/The Canadian Press via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: London Knights' Kasper Halttunen (12) skates past Saginaw Spirit's Jorian Donovan (75) and scores a goal during the first period of a Memorial Cup hockey game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Saginaw, Mich. (Duane Burleson/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: London Knights' Easton Cowan (7) and Saginaw Spirit's Jorian Donovan (75) chase a loose puck during the second period of a Memorial Cup hockey game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Saginaw, Mich. (Duane Burleson/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: London Knights' Easton Cowan (7) reacts after scoring an open net goal against the Saginaw Spirit during the third period of a Memorial Cup hockey game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Saginaw, Mich. (Duane Burleson/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Saginaw Spirit's Matyas Sapovaliv (24) tries to steal the puck from London Knights' Jackson Edward (92) during the second period of a Memorial Cup hockey game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Saginaw, Mich. (Duane Burleson/The Canadian Press via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 11 | Saginaw Spirit's Matyas Sapovaliv (24) tries to steal the puck from London Knights' Jackson Edward (92) during the second period of a Memorial Cup hockey game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Saginaw, Mich. (Duane Burleson/The Canadian Press via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 11
Saginaw Spirit's Matyas Sapovaliv (24) tries to steal the puck from London Knights' Jackson Edward (92) during the second period of a Memorial Cup hockey game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Saginaw, Mich. (Duane Burleson/The Canadian Press via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: London Knights' Landon Sim (90) drives against Saginaw Spirit's Will Bishop (4) during the first period of a Memorial Cup hockey game Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Saginaw, Mich. (Duane Burleson/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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                                        SAGINAW, Mich. (AP) -- Easton Cowan broke a tie with 1:25 left and added an empty-netter and the London Knights beat the Saginaw Spirit 4-2 on Wednesday night to advance to the Memorial Cup championship game.
Cowan took a pass from Sam O'Reilly and beat Andrew Oke to the glove side.
"I'm actually getting chills right now," Cowan said. "It's a dream come true ... I think all of us will be ready to go (in the final). A couple days off will be nice. We're just going to have fun with it and treat it like another game."
Kasper Halttunen and Denver Barkey also scored and Michael Simpson made 26 saves for the Ontario Hockey League champion Knights (3-0) in the round-robin finale.
Saginaw (2-1) will face Western Hockey League champion Moose Jaw (1-2) in the semifinal Friday night, with the winner advancing to play London on Sunday.
Alex Christopoulos and Joey Willis scored for Saginaw, with Willis tying it at 2 with 5:40 left in the second period. Oake stopped 31 shots.

    


"It was a big-boy game We played well. We're one shot away from the final," Spirit coach Chris Lazary said. "It's a tough way to lose in the last minute like that, but it's hockey."




Christopoulos opened the scoring for Saginaw at 8:50 of the first period. Halttunen tied it on a power play with 5:37 left in the first, and Barkey gave London the lead with 9:20 to go in the second.
The teams met for the first time since London beat Saginaw in six games in the OHL's Western Conference final.
___
AP sports: https://apnews.com/sports
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	All Times EDT				
	East Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Palm Beach (St. Louis)	27	20	.574	--
	Jupiter (Miami)	26	21	.553	1
	Daytona (Cincinnati)	22	25	.468	5
	St. Lucie (N.Y. Mets)	14	33	.298	13



	West Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Clearwater (Philadelphia)	32	15	.681	--
	Lakeland (Detroit)	31	16	.660	1
	Dunedin (Toronto)	24	23	.511	8
	Bradenton (Pittsburgh)	21	26	.447	11
	Fort Myers (Minnesota)	20	27	.426	12
	Tampa (N.Y. Yankees)	18	29	.383	14


___
	Tuesday, May 28

Tampa 5, Palm Beach 5, susp. bottom of 5
Dunedin 9, St. Lucie 6
Lakeland 3, Clearwater 2
Fort Myers 5, Bradenton 2
	Wednesday, May 29

Palm Beach 8, Tampa 7, 11 innings, 1st game
Palm Beach 5, Tampa 0, 2nd game
Dunedin 6, St. Lucie 5
Lakeland 9, Clearwater 8
Jupiter 13, Daytona 8
Bradenton 3, Fort Myers 2
	Thursday, May 30

St. Lucie at Dunedin, 6:30 p.m.
Lakeland at Clearwater, 6:30 p.m.
Tampa at Palm Beach, 6:30 p.m.
Jupiter at Daytona, 6:35 p.m.
Bradenton at Fort Myers, 7:05 p.m.
	Friday, May 31


    


St. Lucie at Dunedin, 6:30 p.m.
Lakeland at Clearwater, 6:30 p.m.
Tampa at Palm Beach, 6:30 p.m.
Jupiter at Daytona, 6:35 p.m.
Bradenton at Fort Myers, 7:05 p.m.
	Saturday, June 1

Tampa at Palm Beach, 6 p.m.
Bradenton at Fort Myers, 6:05 p.m.
St. Lucie at Dunedin, 6:30 p.m.
Lakeland at Clearwater, 6:30 p.m.




Jupiter at Daytona, 6:35 p.m.
	Sunday, June 2

St. Lucie at Dunedin, noon
Lakeland at Clearwater, noon
Tampa at Palm Beach, noon
Bradenton at Fort Myers, 12:05 p.m.
Jupiter at Daytona, 5 p.m.
	Monday, June 3

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, June 4

Dunedin at Palm Beach, 5 p.m.
Daytona at St. Lucie, 6:10 p.m.
Jupiter at Lakeland, 6:30 p.m.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Fort Myers at Tampa, 6:30 p.m.
Clearwater at Bradenton, 6:30 p.m.
	All Times EDT				
	East Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Palm Beach (St. Louis)	27	20	.574	--
	Jupiter (Miami)	26	21	.553	1
	Daytona (Cincinnati)	22	25	.468	5
	St. Lucie (N.Y. Mets)	14	33	.298	13

	West Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Clearwater (Philadelphia)	32	15	.681	--
	Lakeland (Detroit)	31	16	.660	1
	Dunedin (Toronto)	24	23	.511	8
	Bradenton (Pittsburgh)	21	26	.447	11
	Fort Myers (Minnesota)	20	27	.426	12
	Tampa (N.Y. Yankees)	18	29	.383	14

___
	Tuesday, May 28

Fort Myers 5, Bradenton 2
	Wednesday, May 29

Bradenton 3, Fort Myers 2
	Thursday, May 30

Jupiter at Daytona, 6:35 p.m.
Bradenton at Fort Myers, 7:05 p.m.
	Friday, May 31

Bradenton at Fort Myers, 7:05 p.m.
	Saturday, June 1

	Sunday, June 2

Jupiter at Daytona, 5 p.m.
	Monday, June 3

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, June 4
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	All Times EDT				
	North Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Carolina (Milwaukee)	28	17	.622	_
	Fredericksburg (Washington)	28	19	.596	1
	Lynchburg (Cleveland)	26	21	.553	3
	Down East (Texas)	25	21	.543	31/2
	Salem (Boston)	23	24	.489	6
	Delmarva (Baltimore)	15	31	.326	131/2



	South Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Kannapolis (Chicago White Sox)	27	19	.587	--
	Columbia (Kansas City)	24	21	.533	21/2
	Fayetteville (Houston)	22	25	.468	51/2
	Myrtle Beach (Chicago Cubs)	21	25	.457	6
	Augusta (Atlanta)	19	27	.413	8
	Charleston (Tampa Bay)	19	27	.413	8


___
	Tuesday, May 28

Lynchburg 6, Salem 4, 10 innings
Down East 7, Fredericksburg 2
Carolina 6, Delmarva 5
Fayetteville 14, Augusta 2
Myrtle Beach 7, Charleston 4
	Wednesday, May 29

Lynchburg 5, Salem 1
Fredericksburg 5, Down East 3, 10 innings
Carolina 10, Delmarva 8
Augusta 9, Fayetteville 4
Kannapolis 3, Columbia 2
Myrtle Beach 3, Charleston 1
	Thursday, May 30

Salem at Lynchburg, 6:30 p.m.
Fredericksburg at Down East, 6:30 p.m.

    


Delmarva at Carolina, 6:30 p.m.
Augusta at Fayetteville, 6:35 p.m.
Columbia at Kannapolis, 7 p.m.
Charleston at Myrtle Beach, 7:05 p.m.
	Friday, May 31

Salem at Lynchburg, 6:30 p.m.
Delmarva at Carolina, 6:30 p.m.
Fredericksburg at Down East, 7 p.m.
Columbia at Kannapolis, 7 p.m.




Charleston at Myrtle Beach, 7:05 p.m.
Augusta at Fayetteville, 7:05 p.m.
	Saturday, June 1

Fredericksburg at Down East, 5 p.m.
Delmarva at Carolina, 5 p.m.
Charleston at Myrtle Beach, 6:05 p.m.
Salem at Lynchburg, 6:30 p.m.
Columbia at Kannapolis, 7 p.m.
Augusta at Fayetteville, 7:05 p.m.
	Sunday, June 2


    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Fredericksburg at Down East, 1 p.m.
Delmarva at Carolina, 1 p.m.
Columbia at Kannapolis, 1:30 p.m.
Salem at Lynchburg, 2 p.m.
Augusta at Fayetteville, 5:05 p.m.
Charleston at Myrtle Beach, 6:05 p.m.
	Monday, June 3

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, June 4

Carolina at Charleston, 7:05 p.m.
Down East at Salem, 7:05 p.m.
Kannapolis at Fredericksburg, 7:05 p.m.
Myrtle Beach at Augusta, 7:05 p.m.
Lynchburg at Delmarva, 7:05 p.m.
Fayetteville at Columbia, 7:05 p.m.
	All Times EDT				
	North Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Carolina (Milwaukee)	28	17	.622	_
	Fredericksburg (Washington)	28	19	.596	1
	Lynchburg (Cleveland)	26	21	.553	3
	Down East (Texas)	25	21	.543	31/2
	Salem (Boston)	23	24	.489	6
	Delmarva (Baltimore)	15	31	.326	131/2

	South Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Kannapolis (Chicago White Sox)	27	19	.587	--
	Columbia (Kansas City)	24	21	.533	21/2
	Fayetteville (Houston)	22	25	.468	51/2
	Myrtle Beach (Chicago Cubs)	21	25	.457	6
	Augusta (Atlanta)	19	27	.413	8
	Charleston (Tampa Bay)	19	27	.413	8

___
	Tuesday, May 28

Myrtle Beach 7, Charleston 4
	Wednesday, May 29

Myrtle Beach 3, Charleston 1
	Thursday, May 30

Charleston at Myrtle Beach, 7:05 p.m.
	Friday, May 31


    


Augusta at Fayetteville, 7:05 p.m.
	Saturday, June 1

Charleston at Myrtle Beach, 6:05 p.m.
Augusta at Fayetteville, 7:05 p.m.
	Sunday, June 2

	Monday, June 3

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, June 4
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	All Times EDT				
	East Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Lake County (Cleveland)	28	19	.596	--
	Great Lakes (L.A. Dodgers)	26	21	.553	2
	Lansing (Oakland)	24	23	.511	4
	West Michigan (Detroit)	24	23	.511	4
	Dayton (Cincinnati) 	23	24	.489	5
	Fort Wayne (San Diego)	21	26	.447	7



	West Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Wisconsin (Milwaukee)	30	17	.638	--
	Cedar Rapids (Minnesota)	28	18	.609	11/2
	Quad Cities (Kansas City)	22	25	.468	8
	Beloit (Miami)	21	25	.457	81/2
	South Bend (Chicago Cubs)	19	28	.404	11
	Peoria (St. Louis)	15	32	.319	15


___
	Tuesday, May 28

Lansing 4, Peoria 3
West Michigan 4, Great Lakes 0
Quad Cities 10, South Bend 5
Lake County 8, Cedar Rapids 2
Dayton at Beloit, ppd.
Wisconsin 4, Fort Wayne 3
	Wednesday, May 29

West Michigan 2, Great Lakes 0
Lansing 4, Peoria 0
Lake County 6, Cedar Rapids 4
Wisconsin 4, Fort Wayne 3, 10 innings
Beloit 6, Dayton 5, 12 innings, 1st game
Dayton 2, Beloit 0, 2nd game
South Bend 15, Quad Cities 0
	Thursday, May 30


    


Great Lakes at West Michigan, 6:35 p.m.
Peoria at Lansing, 7:05 p.m.
South Bend at Quad Cities, 7:30 p.m.
Lake County at Cedar Rapids, 7:35 p.m.
Dayton at Beloit, 7:35 p.m.
Fort Wayne at Wisconsin, 7:40 p.m.
	Friday, May 31

Great Lakes at West Michigan, 6:35 p.m.
Peoria at Lansing, 7:05 p.m.




South Bend at Quad Cities, 7:30 p.m.
Lake County at Cedar Rapids, 7:35 p.m.
Dayton at Beloit, 7:35 p.m.
Fort Wayne at Wisconsin, 7:40 p.m.
	Saturday, June 1

South Bend at Quad Cities, 7 p.m.
Peoria at Lansing, 7:05 p.m.
Great Lakes at West Michigan, 7:05 p.m.
Lake County at Cedar Rapids, 7:35 p.m.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Dayton at Beloit, 7:35 p.m.
Fort Wayne at Wisconsin, 7:40 p.m.
	Sunday, June 2

Peoria at Lansing, 1:05 p.m.
South Bend at Quad Cities, 2 p.m.
Great Lakes at West Michigan, 2 p.m.
Lake County at Cedar Rapids, 2:05 p.m.
Dayton at Beloit, 2:05 p.m.
Fort Wayne at Wisconsin, 2:10 p.m.
	Monday, June 3

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, June 4

Cedar Rapids at Great Lakes, 7:05 p.m.
Lansing at Dayton, 7:05 p.m.
West Michigan at South Bend, 7:05 p.m.
Peoria at Fort Wayne, 7:05 p.m.
Lake County at Beloit, 7:35 p.m.
Quad Cities at Wisconsin, 7:40 p.m.
	All Times EDT				
	East Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Lake County (Cleveland)	28	19	.596	--
	Great Lakes (L.A. Dodgers)	26	21	.553	2
	Lansing (Oakland)	24	23	.511	4
	West Michigan (Detroit)	24	23	.511	4
	Dayton (Cincinnati) 	23	24	.489	5
	Fort Wayne (San Diego)	21	26	.447	7


    


	West Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Wisconsin (Milwaukee)	30	17	.638	--
	Cedar Rapids (Minnesota)	28	18	.609	11/2
	Quad Cities (Kansas City)	22	25	.468	8
	Beloit (Miami)	21	25	.457	81/2
	South Bend (Chicago Cubs)	19	28	.404	11
	Peoria (St. Louis)	15	32	.319	15

___
	Tuesday, May 28

Wisconsin 4, Fort Wayne 3
	Wednesday, May 29

South Bend 15, Quad Cities 0
	Thursday, May 30

Fort Wayne at Wisconsin, 7:40 p.m.
	Friday, May 31

Fort Wayne at Wisconsin, 7:40 p.m.
	Saturday, June 1

Fort Wayne at Wisconsin, 7:40 p.m.
	Sunday, June 2

Fort Wayne at Wisconsin, 2:10 p.m.
	Monday, June 3

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, June 4
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	All Times EDT				
	North Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Greensboro (Pittsburgh)	28	19 	.596	--
	Jersey Shore (Philadelphia) 	26	21	.553	2
	Brooklyn (N.Y. Mets)	25	22	.532	3
	Aberdeen (Baltimore)	24	23	.511	4
	Hudson Valley (N.Y. Yankees) 	22	22	.500	41/2
	Wilmington (Washington)	21	24	.467	6



	South Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Rome (Atlanta)	25	20	.556	_
	Bowling Green (Tampa Bay)	26	21	.553	--
	Winston-Salem (CWS)	22	25	.468	4
	Asheville (Houston) 	20	26	.435	51/2
	Greenville (Boston)	20	27	.426	6
	Hickory (Texas)	19	28	.404	7


_____
	Tuesday, May 28

Jersey Shore 5, Brooklyn 4 
Greensboro 11, Asheville 6
Rome 9, Greenville 0
Bowling Green 4, Wilmington 3
	Wednesday, May 29

Brooklyn 5, Jersey Shore 2
Hudson Valley 9, Aberdeen 3
Greensboro 12, Asheville 3
Hickory 9, Winston-Salem 2
Rome 10, Greenville 8
Bowling Green 5, Wilmington 0
	Thursday, May 30

Aberdeen at Hudson Valley, 6:35 p.m.
Greensboro at Asheville, 6:35 p.m.
Hickory at Winston-Salem, 7 p.m.

    


Rome at Greenville, 7:05 p.m.
Brooklyn at Jersey Shore, 171:05 p.m.
Wilmington at Bowling Green, 7:35 p.m.
	Friday, May 31

Greensboro at Asheville, 6:35 p.m.
Hickory at Winston-Salem, 7 p.m.
Rome at Greenville, 7:05 p.m.
Brooklyn at Jersey Shore, 7:05 p.m.
Aberdeen at Hudson Valley, 7:05 p.m.




Wilmington at Bowling Green, 7:35 p.m.
	Saturday, June 1

Aberdeen at Hudson Valley, 5:05 p.m.
Greensboro at Asheville, 6:05 p.m.
Hickory at Winston-Salem, 7 p.m.
Rome at Greenville, 7:05 p.m.
Brooklyn at Jersey Shore, 7:05 p.m.
Wilmington at Bowling Green, 7:35 p.m.
	Sunday, June 2

Brooklyn at Jersey Shore, 1:05 p.m.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Greensboro at Asheville, 1:05 p.m.
Hickory at Winston-Salem, 2 p.m.
Aberdeen at Hudson Valley, 2:05 p.m.
Wilmington at Bowling Green, 2:05 p.m.
Rome at Greenville, 3:05 p.m.
	Monday, June 3

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, June 4

Aberdeen at Brooklyn, 6 p.m.
Jersey Shore at Greensboro, 6:30 p.m.
Hudson Valley at Wilmington, 6:35 p.m.
Bowling Green at Asheville, 6:35 p.m.
Greenville at Hickory, 7 p.m.
Winston-Salem at Rome, 7 p.m.
	All Times EDT				
	North Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Greensboro (Pittsburgh)	28	19 	.596	--
	Jersey Shore (Philadelphia) 	26	21	.553	2
	Brooklyn (N.Y. Mets)	25	22	.532	3
	Aberdeen (Baltimore)	24	23	.511	4
	Hudson Valley (N.Y. Yankees) 	22	22	.500	41/2
	Wilmington (Washington)	21	24	.467	6

	South Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Rome (Atlanta)	25	20	.556	_
	Bowling Green (Tampa Bay)	26	21	.553	--
	Winston-Salem (CWS)	22	25	.468	4
	Asheville (Houston) 	20	26	.435	51/2
	Greenville (Boston)	20	27	.426	6
	Hickory (Texas)	19	28	.404	7

_____
	Tuesday, May 28

Bowling Green 4, Wilmington 3
	Wednesday, May 29

Bowling Green 5, Wilmington 0
	Thursday, May 30

Wilmington at Bowling Green, 7:35 p.m.
	Friday, May 31


    


Wilmington at Bowling Green, 7:35 p.m.
	Saturday, June 1

Wilmington at Bowling Green, 7:35 p.m.
	Sunday, June 2

Rome at Greenville, 3:05 p.m.
	Monday, June 3

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, June 4


                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/99b747fbadb4ff8522a2bfd494e367d0



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Bassi, Blessing and Kowalczyk each score as the Dynamo won their first home game since March 30
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                                        HOUSTON (AP) -- Amine Bassi, Latif Blessing and Sebastian Kowalczyk each scored, and the Houston Dynamo beat the Colorado Rapids 3-1 on Wednesday night without head coach Ben Olsen, who served a one-match suspension for yellow-card accumulation.
Houston (6-6-3) snapped a three-game winless run with its first win at Shell Energy Stadium since March 30.
Colorado (6-6-4) played its 900th regular-season match. 
Houston goalkeeper Andrew Tarbell started for the second straight game after not doing so since Sept. 02, 2023. The veteran is playing in relief of Steve Clark, who picked up a face injury earlier this month against FC Dallas.
Colorado midfielder Djordje Mihailovic tied it at 1-all in the 49th minute, denying Houston a 13th clean sheet of the season. 
Blessing put Houston ahead for good in the 70th with his second goal in the last two games. Colorado goalkeeper Zack Steffen punched a lofted cross outside of the area, but Blessing one-touched it home. 
Kowalczyk added a goal on a counterattack in the 80th. 
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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	All Times EDT				
	North Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Arkansas (Seattle)	26	20	.565	--
	Springfield (St. Louis)	26	21	.553	1/2
	Tulsa (L.A. Dodgers)	22	24	.478	4
	NW Arkansas (Kansas City)	20	25	.444	51/2
	Wichita (Minnesota)	19	27 	.413	7



	South Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Frisco (Texas)	30	17	.638	--
	Midland (Oakland)	29	18	.617	1
	San Antonio (San Diego)	22	24	.478	71/2
	Amarillo (Arizona)	22	25	.468	8
	Corpus Christi (Houston)	16	31	.340	14


___
	Tuesday, May 28

Midland 12, Corpus Christi 2
Amarillo 2, Arkansas 1
Frisco 3, San Antonio 2
Springfield 2, Wichita 1
	Wednesday, May 29

Frisco 6, San Antonio 3, 1st game
Frisco 6, San Antonio 4, 2nd game
Corpus Christi 7, Midland 4
Arkansas 1, Amarillo 0
Tulsa 6, NW Arkansas 5, 10 innings
Wichita 4, Springfield 2
	Thursday, May 30

Amarillo at Arkansas, 7:35 p.m.
Corpus Christi at Midland, 8 p.m.
NW Arkansas at Tulsa, 8 p.m.
Frisco at San Antonio, 8:05 p.m.
Springfield at Wichita, 8:05 p.m.
	Friday, May 31

NW Arkansas at Tulsa, 2, 6 p.m.

    


Springfield at Wichita, 7:05 p.m.
Corpus Christi at Midland, 8 p.m.
Frisco at San Antonio, 8:05 p.m.
Amarillo at Arkansas, 8:05 p.m.
	Saturday, June 1

Springfield at Wichita, 7:05 p.m.
Amarillo at Arkansas, 7:05 p.m.
Corpus Christi at Midland, 8 p.m.
NW Arkansas at Tulsa, 8 p.m.




Frisco at San Antonio, 8:05 p.m.
	Sunday, June 2

Corpus Christi at Midland, 2 p.m.
NW Arkansas at Tulsa, 2 p.m.
Frisco at San Antonio, 2:05 p.m.
Springfield at Wichita, 2:05 p.m.
Amarillo at Arkansas, 2:35 p.m.
	Monday, June 3

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, June 4

San Antonio at Midland, 7:30 p.m.
Frisco at Corpus Christi, 7:35 p.m.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Springfield at Arkansas, 7:35 p.m.
Tulsa at Amarillo, 8:05 p.m.
Wichita at NW Arkansas, 8:05 p.m.
	All Times EDT				
	North Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Arkansas (Seattle)	26	20	.565	--
	Springfield (St. Louis)	26	21	.553	1/2
	Tulsa (L.A. Dodgers)	22	24	.478	4
	NW Arkansas (Kansas City)	20	25	.444	51/2
	Wichita (Minnesota)	19	27 	.413	7

	South Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Frisco (Texas)	30	17	.638	--
	Midland (Oakland)	29	18	.617	1
	San Antonio (San Diego)	22	24	.478	71/2
	Amarillo (Arizona)	22	25	.468	8
	Corpus Christi (Houston)	16	31	.340	14

___
	Tuesday, May 28

Springfield 2, Wichita 1
	Wednesday, May 29

Wichita 4, Springfield 2
	Thursday, May 30

Frisco at San Antonio, 8:05 p.m.
Springfield at Wichita, 8:05 p.m.
	Friday, May 31

Amarillo at Arkansas, 8:05 p.m.
	Saturday, June 1

	Sunday, June 2

Amarillo at Arkansas, 2:35 p.m.
	Monday, June 3

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, June 4
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[image: Milwaukee Brewers pitcher Jared Koenig throws during the sixth inning of a baseball game against the Chicago Cubs Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)]
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[image: Milwaukee Brewers' Blake Perkins is douced by Brice Turang and Joey Ortiz after a baseball game against the Chicago Cubs Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in Milwaukee. The Brewers won 10-6. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)]
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                                        MILWAUKEE (AP) -- Christian Yelich, Blake Perkins and Willy Adames hit home runs and the Milwaukee Brewers beat the Chicago Cubs 10-6 on Wednesday night, handing Shota Imanaga his first loss.
Rookie Joey Ortiz, batting leadoff for the first time, hit a double off Imanaga (5-1) in the first. Two batters later, Yelich crushed a 441-foot home run to right-center to give the Brewers an early 2-0 lead.
Imanaga entered the game with major league-leading 0.84 ERA. He had allowed five earned runs in his first nine starts before being charged with seven on Wednesday as his ERA climbed to 1.86.
Yelich's first home run since April 10 at Cincinnati also halted Milwaukee's 32 2/3-inning scoreless streak against Cubs starters this season and accounted for the only first-inning runs allowed by Imanaga.
"He's got good stuff. He's a really good pitcher," Yelich said. "We had some really good at-bats and got some pitches to hit and didn't really miss them. We took advantage of our opportunities tonight. We got some big hits with guys on and that was the difference."

    


Ian Happ's solo homer off Bryse Wilson in the second pulled the Cubs to within a run.




Perkins made a leaping grab at the center field fence to rob Christopher Morel of a two-run homer in the third.
Perkins said his ability to make the play comes from practicing catches at the wall during batting practice.
"It's knowing the ball flight off the bat, I feel like I've made that play so many times. It's just kind of natural now," he said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Brewers scored five runs in the third. Adames had a run-scoring single, Gary Sanchez drove in a pair with a double and Perkins capped the inning with a two-run homer to push Milwaukee's lead to 7-1.
Imanaga gave up a season-high eight hits in 4 1/3 innings, his second-shortest outing of the season. He had one walk and one strikeout in the 82-pitch outing. He entered having struck out at least seven batters in five consecutive starts.

    


"He wasn't as sharp as we've seen him in the past. They hit his mistakes. It wasn't a great night for Shota," Cubs manager Craig Counsell said.
Imanaga said he mostly struggled with his changeup.
"I didn't throw it where I wanted to," Imanaga said through an interpreter. "They were making adjustments and I didn't have the consistency today."
The Cubs pushed across a run in the fourth on Michael Busch's groundout. They added two more in the fifth.
Perkins made a spectacular diving catch of on the warning track to take away an extra-base hit from Happ in the seventh. Milwaukee added three more runs in their half of the inning, two on Adames' ninth homer of the season.
The Cubs added a pair of runs in the ninth. 
Perkins' stellar defense earned praise from Yelich. 
"He pretty much won the game for us on defense, not even counting what he did for us at the plate," Yelich said. "It's probably the best game I've ever seen him play and it was a great time for it."
Wilson, who stood near the mound with his hands raised above his head for several seconds after Perkins' home run-stealing grab at the fence, agreed. 

    


"For him to have the game he did today is awesome and it makes everybody happy because of the person that he is off the field," Wilson said. "He's an awesome dude and for him to start becoming the player he can truly be is really fun to watch."
Jared Koenig (5-1) pitched two innings of scoreless relief to get the win.
UP NEXT
RHP Jameson Taillon (3-2, 2.58 ERA) pitches for the Cubs and RHP Colin Rea (4-2, 3.98) starts for the Brewers in the series finale on Thursday.
------
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/MLB
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Supreme Court on Thursday gave homeowners another chance to force Bank of America and other large banks to pay interest on mortgage escrow accounts.
The court unanimously threw out an appeals court ruling in favor of Bank of America, which has refused to pay interest on money it collects to pay borrowers' insurance and property tax bills. New York requires banks to pay at 2% interest on escrowed funds.
Thirteen other states have similar laws: California, Connecticut, Iowa, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Minnesota, New Hampshire, Oregon, Rhode Island, Utah, Vermont and Wisconsin.
A federal judge initially ruled in favor of the borrowers, but the federal appeals court in New York granted Bank of America's request to dismiss the suits, arguing that the federal law governing national banks does not permit such state-by-state regulation.

    


Justice Brett Kavanaugh wrote for the Supreme Court that the appeals court did not perform the kind of nuanced analysis required by federal law and prior Supreme Court decisions to determine if a state law must give way to a federal statute.




In particular, Kavanaugh noted that the Dodd-Frank Act, enacted after the 2008 financial crisis, made clear that not all state banking laws are pre-empted.
Jonathan Taylor, who argued the case for the homeowners, said in an email that the decision is a victory for consumers because it "vindicates Congress' determination in Dodd-Frank to rein in the kind of aggressive preemption of state consumer-financial laws that helped lead to the financial crisis."
Bank of America did not immediately comment on the decision.
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer and 22 other Democratic senators are calling on the Department of Justice to "use every tool" at its disposal to prevent and prosecute alleged collusion and price-fixing in the oil industry. 
In a letter Thursday to Attorney General Merrick Garland and other officials, the Democrats said a recent Federal Trade Commission investigation into a high-profile merger uncovered evidence of price-fixing by oil executives that led to higher energy costs for American families and businesses.
The FTC said earlier this month that Scott Sheffield, the former CEO of Pioneer Natural Resources, colluded with OPEC and OPEC+ to potentially raise crude oil prices. Sheffield retired from the company in 2016 but returned as CEO in 2019. After retiring again in 2023, he continued to serve on its board.

    


The FTC cleared Exxon Mobil's $60 billion deal to buy Pioneer on May 2 but barred Sheffield from joining the new company's board of directors. Pioneer, which is based in Dallas, said it disagreed with the allegations but would not impede closing of the merger, which was announced in 2023.




In a report, the FTC said collusion by Pioneer and others may have cost the average American household up to $500 per car in increased annual fuel costs, an amount Democrats called "an unwelcome tax that is particularly burdensome for lower-income families.'' Meanwhile, Exxon Mobil and other major oil companies collectively earned more than $300 billion in profits over the last two years, "a surge that many market experts believe cannot be explained away by increased production costs from the (coronavirus) pandemic or inflation," Democrats said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The letter calls for the Justice Department to launch an industry-wide investigation into possible violations of the Sherman Antitrust Act. It outlined how "Big Oil's alleged collusion with OPEC is a national security concern that aids countries looking to undermine the U.S.," including Russia and Iran.

    


"Corporate malfeasance must be confronted, or it will proliferate," the letter said. "These alleged offenses do not simply enrich corporations; hardworking Americans end up paying the price through higher costs for gas, fuel and related consumer products. The DOJ must protect consumers, small businesses and the public from petroleum-market collusion."
A spokeswoman for the American Petroleum Institute, the largest lobbying group for the oil and gas industry, said officials "don't know the details of the FTC's allegations against one individual,'' Sheffield, but added: "The reality is that U.S. producers answered the call to meet growing energy demand, despite a spate of inflationary policies from this administration that threaten our long-term energy security.''
The United States is the largest crude oil producer in the world. "American energy production has been a stabilizing force for consumers here at home and around the world, especially in the face of supply cuts from OPEC,'' institute spokeswoman Andrea Woods said.

    


The letter by Senate Democrats was the latest in a series of partisan actions targeting the oil industry. 
Last week, Democrats launched a separate investigation into what they say oil executives may have promised or been promised at an April dinner with former President Donald Trump, who reportedly asked the executives for $1 billion in campaign donations in return for reversing scores of environmental rules and policies by President Joe Biden, including an end to the Democrat's freeze on new liquefied natural gas export terminals. Trump, the presumptive Republican nominee for president, also reportedly said he would preserve or enhance tax benefits for the oil and gas industry in what Democrats called a "policies-for-money transaction.''
Trump campaign spokeswoman Karoline Leavitt said in a statement Thursday that Trump "is supported by people who share his vision of American energy dominance to protect our national security and bring down the cost of living for all Americans.''

    


Separately, Democratic Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse of Rhode Island and Democratic Rep. Jamie Raskin of Maryland have formally asked the Justice Department to investigate whether Exxon, Chevron and other oil companies misled the public over decades about the climate effects of burning fossil fuels. Whitehouse and Raskin led a multiyear investigation that uncovered what they described as "damning new documents that exposed the fossil fuel industry's ongoing efforts to deceive the public and block climate action."
Republicans, meanwhile, have attacked Biden's energy policies, including the pause on new LNG exports, restrictions on new oil and gas leasing on a petroleum reserve in Alaska and a decision to charge companies higher rates to drill for oil and natural gas on federal lands.
Wyoming Sen. John Barrasso, the top Republican on the Senate Energy Committee, said Biden was "doing all he can to make it economically impossible to produce energy on federal lands.''
The letter released Thursday was signed by 23 Democrats, including Schumer, Whitehouse, Senate Commerce Committee Chairwoman Maria Cantwell of Washington state and Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman Dick Durbin of Illinois.
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[image: US Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Czech Foreign Minister Jan Lipavsky, right, speak following their meeting at the Czernin Palace, in Prague, Czech Republic, Thursday, May 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek, Pool)]
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[image: US Secretary of State Antony Blinken meets with Czech President Peter Pavel, right, at Prague Castle, in Prague, Czech Republic, Thursday, May 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek, Pool)]
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                                        PRAGUE (AP) -- U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken on Thursday assailed Russian attempts to sow discord in democracies with misinformation after hinting the Biden administration may soon allow Ukraine to use American-supplied munitions to strike inside Russia. 
With an increasing number of officials saying Ukraine must be able to defend itself by attacking targets in Russian territory, Blinken joined NATO foreign ministers for a meeting in Prague, where he said Moscow's use of misinformation and disinformation was a "poison" and signed an agreement with the Czech government to combat it. 
He also toured a Czech military base, where he saw armored vehicles that Prague is sending to Kyiv to help fight Russia's invasion and received a briefing on a Czech initiative to supply Ukraine with a million rounds of ammunition by the end of the year.

    


"We know that a major front in the competition that we have, the adversarial relationship that we have, notably with Russia, is on the information front," Blinken said.
He said the agreement with the Czechs -- the 17th such accord the U.S. has signed with partner nations -- would help "to effectively deal with misinformation and disinformation, which is a poison being injected into our democracies by our adversaries."




"The more we're able to do together both between our countries but also with other countries, the more effective we're going to be exposing it and dealing with it," Blinken told reporters at a signing ceremony with Czech Foreign Minister Minister Jan Lipavsky. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Lipavsky agreed, noting that Czech authorities had recently exposed a major Russian-backed misinformation campaign.
"We are facing confrontation between democracies and autocracies," Lipavsky said. "The Kremlin has started targeting targeting democracies all around the world with cyber warfare, propaganda and influence operations and this danger simply cannot be underestimated any more."

    


At a separate NATO-related event on Thursday, Lipavsky said Ukraine needs resources to counter Russia's relentless assault. 
"Ukraine cannot fight against Russia with one hand tied behind its back," he said. "Ukraine must be able to fight against Russia's barbaric invasion even on Russian territory. Political resolve must be backed by credible capabilities."
Norway's foreign minister, Espen Barth Eide, told Norwegian broadcaster NRK that his country believes Ukraine "has a crystal-clear right under international law to attack Russia inside Russia as part of the defense of its territory."
Russia's invasion of Ukraine and support for Ukrainian attempts to repel it will be a major focus of the NATO foreign minister meetings on Thursday and Friday -- the alliance's last major diplomatic gathering before a leaders' summit in Washington in July to mark the 75th anniversary of its founding.
On Wednesday in Moldova, Blinken said that U.S. policy on how Ukraine deploys American weapons is constantly evolving, suggesting that Washington may rescind an unwritten prohibition on Ukraine's use of them for attacks on Russian territory. 

    


Although U.S. officials insist there is no formal ban, they have long made clear that they believe the use of American weapons to attack targets inside Russia could provoke an escalatory response from Moscow, something that Russian President Vladimir Putin has promised.
That position appears to be being reconsidered, and Blinken noted that it was a "hallmark" of the Biden administration's stance on Ukraine to "adapt and adjust" as needed. Blinken visited Kyiv earlier this month and heard a direct appeal from Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy to use U.S. military assistance to strike positions in Russian from where attacks on Ukraine are launched.
"As the conditions have changed, as the battlefield has changed, as what Russia does has changed in terms of how it's pursuing its aggression, escalation, we've adapted and adjusted too, and I'm confident we'll continue to do that," Blinken said at a news conference in Chisinau.
"At every step along the way, we've adapted and adjusted as necessary, and so that's exactly what we'll do going forward," he said. "We're always listening, we're always learning, and we're always making determinations about what's necessary to make sure that Ukraine can effectively continue to defend itself, and we'll continue to do that."

    


Earlier this week, French President Emmanuel Macron and NATO chief Jens Stoltenberg said that Western countries should not object if Ukraine needs to strike inside Russia to defend itself. Stoltenberg reaffirmed that position on Thursday.
"I believe that time has come to (re)consider some of these restrictions to enable the Ukrainians to really defend themselves," he said. "We need to remember what it is. This is a war of aggression launched by choice by Moscow against Ukraine."
The right to self-defense, he said, " includes also striking legitimate military targets outside Ukraine."
___
Associated Press writer Karel Janicek contributed to this report.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of Secretary of State Antony Blinken at https://apnews.com/hub/antony-blinken.
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From electric vehicles to deciding what to cook for dinner, John Podesta faces climate challenges

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Despite friction over international trade, US climate envoy John Podesta says he's pushing China to do more to reduce emissions and contribute more funding to developing countries to help them cope with the effects of rising temperature.
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    [image: President Joe Biden's top climate diplomat John Podesta speaks during an interview with The Associated Press at the Eisenhower Executive Office Building on the White House complex in Washington, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Serkan Gurbuz)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- John Podesta was two months into his new role as President Joe Biden's top climate diplomat when he faced his first international crisis -- what to serve for dinner.
He had invited his Chinese counterpart, Liu Zhenmin, over to his house but learned that his guest -- perhaps not surprisingly -- only likes Chinese food. Although Podesta is well known for his culinary skills, he usually sticks to cooking Italian.
"I thought, OK, well, this is a diplomatic challenge," Podesta told The Associated Press in an interview.
So Podesta whipped up risotto with leeks and fennel, infusing a classic Italian dish with vegetables that can be found in Chinese recipes. It was a culinary compromise to smooth out an essential relationship between the world's two superpowers.
Few other problems will be solved as simply as switching around some ingredients. Although Podesta has worked on climate issues for years, the complications and obstacles have only multiplied as scientists warn that global warming is reaching critical levels.

    


In the interview, Podesta said he saw opportunities to work with China to limit greenhouse gas emissions that are even more potent than carbon dioxide. However, trade disagreements between the U.S. and China have led to what he described as "a period of some friction and competition," and Podesta said he would push China to contribute more money to the global fight against climate change. 




International negotiations aren't Podesta's only responsibility. He's also keeping his previous job of implementing Biden's domestic clean energy initiatives. Podesta conceded that progress has been slower than expected on electric vehicles, but he believes there's still momentum despite efforts by the political right to "demonize" zero-emission vehicles.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Looming over all of Podesta's efforts is this year's election and the threat that Donald Trump could be even more zealous in trying to undo climate progress if he returns to in the White House. Podesta warned of a "carte blanche to the polluters."

    


"Those things matter," he said. "Voters can make a judgment about whether they matter to them. They certainly matter to the planet."
It's high stakes for a 75-year-old veteran of Democratic politics who was recently considering retirement.
"I had one foot in the car on my way to California with my wife," he joked.
TAKING ON TWO -- VERY BIG -- ROLES
Podesta's plan to step away from public life changed when Biden signed the Inflation Reduction Act two years ago, pumping $375 billion into the fight against climate change. Podesta had helped lay the political groundwork for the law by working with advocacy groups, and Biden asked him to oversee the implementation of financial incentives for clean technologies.
"There's no one else in the United States that knows as many people in government and knows how to get as much done in government," said Christy Goldfuss, who previously worked at the Center for American Progress, a Democratic-aligned think tank that Podesta founded two decades ago.
Podesta's role expanded into international politics when John Kerry, Biden's original global climate envoy and a former U.S. secretary of state, retired earlier this year. Kerry was known for his close relationship with his Chinese counterpart, Xie Zhenhua, who stepped down as well and was replaced by Liu. 

    


Although neither Podesta nor Liu are new to climate diplomacy, "there's more uncertainty in the bilateral climate relationship than there has been for the last three years," said Li Shuo, an analyst at the Asia Society who previously worked with Greenpeace in Beijing.
Earlier this month, Podesta hosted Liu in Washington for their first official meeting since taking on their new roles.
"Personal relationships only go so far, but they are important in terms of building the level of trust that each side is telling the other what is possible," Podesta said. "And I think we ended up having a good outcome of the meeting."
Podesta described the conversations as a give and take: "He was pushing me, I was pushing him." The U.S. and China have opportunities to improve their reductions in emissions of methane and hydrofluorocarbons, he said, and "the world is looking to us to find ways where we can work together."

    


FROM BILLIONS TO TRILLIONS OF DOLLARS FOR CLIMATE
However, a sticking point will be an area known as climate finance.
Under the Paris agreement reached in 2015, wealthy countries are supposed to collectively provide $100 billion in annual assistance for developing nations to adopt clean technologies and cope with the impact of climate change. They reached the goal in 2022, two years behind schedule, according to a report released Wednesday by the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development.
Negotiators are supposed to set a new, more ambitious target during the November summit in Azerbaijan. 
"We have a challenge where it's not just billions or even hundreds of billions of dollars of need that's out there," Podesta said. "We need to mobilize trillions of dollars to transform the global economy from one that's running on polluting fossil fuels to one that's running on clean energy."

    


China has resisted any requirements to put its own money into the pot, but Podesta emphasized that it's the world's top emitter of greenhouse gases "and it does have an obligation to the rest of the world to contribute."
The United States is under pressure to increase its own financial commitments, something that has been challenging with Republicans in control of the House. 
Joe Thwaites, an expert on the issue at the Natural Resources Defense Council, said Biden administration officials have made progress by scraping together funding from around the federal government and searching "behind the proverbial couch cushions."
CLIMATE TALKS CLOUDED BY TRADE DISPUTES
Trade concerns with China have become more prominent. Although China has boasted that its production capacity could help the world transition to a clean energy future, U.S. officials are worried about American workers being displaced if cheap Chinese electric vehicles and other green products flood U.S. markets.
"There's no question that we're now in a fierce competition, particularly in these clean technologies," Podesta said. He suggested that China is supercharging some of its industries and ramping up exports to compensate for its pandemic slump and the collapse of its housing sector, an approach that he described as "anti-competitive."
Biden recently announced higher tariffs on Chinese electric vehicles, batteries and other technologies. He's also pushing U.S. automakers to increase production of zero-emission vehicles through regulations and financial incentives. 
"We're seeing continued momentum," Podesta said. "It's maybe not as quite as fast as people anticipated. But it's very strong, very forward moving. And I think that companies are fully committed to that transition to electrification."
Trump has criticized the focus on electric vehicles, and partisanship has colored drivers' views of the issue, creating a political and cultural hurdle to lowering emissions from transportation. 
"I think that the right has kind of demonized electric vehicles," Podesta said.
Dave Cooke, senior vehicles analyst at the Union of Concerned Scientists, said that while the rules have been eased for the next few years, automakers need to increase their efforts now to ensure they hit stricter goals down the line.
"We've given them such a cushy first few years," he said. "If they don't use that time to figure out their long-term strategy, that would be extremely problematic."
Reports by independent analysts show that the U.S. is not on track to hit the emissions reduction target that Biden set for 2030, but Podesta said he was not concerned.
"I'm confident that we can do that," he said. "We've done an enormous amount already."
He added that clean energy policies tend to be more partisan in Washington than elsewhere in the country.
"The facts on the ground are changing," Podesta said. "As people go to work in these industries, as they take advantage of the investments that are coming to their communities and see the results of lowering pollution across the board, I think they're very hard to reverse."
___
This story has been corrected to show Podesta's title is top climate diplomat, not global climate envoy.
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Louisiana may soon require public school classrooms to display the Ten Commandments
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                                        BATON ROUGE, La. (AP) -- Louisiana could soon become the first state to require that the Ten Commandments be displayed in every public school classroom -- in another expansion of religion into day-to-day life by a Republican-dominated legislature. 
The legislation, which received final approval from the state's GOP-dominated Legislature earlier this week and heads to the desk of conservative Gov. Jeff Landry. It mandates that a a poster-sized display of the Ten Commandments in "large, easily readable font" be required in all public classrooms, from kindergarten to state-funded universities. 
Similar bills have been proposed in other statehouses -- including Texas, Oklahoma and Utah. However with threats of legal battles over the constitutionality of such measures, no state has had success in the bills becoming law. If signed into law in Louisiana, legal challenges are expected to follow.

    


Legal battles over the Ten Commandments in classrooms are not new, but have spanned decades.
In 1980, the U. S. Supreme Court ruled that a similar Kentucky law was unconstitutional and in violation of the establishment clause of the US Constitution, which says Congress can "make no law respecting an establishment of religion." The high court found that the law had no secular purpose, but rather served a plainly religious purpose. 




In the reliably red state of Louisiana proponents of the bill argue the constitutionality of the measure on historical grounds. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

GOP state Sen. Jay Morris said Tuesday that "the purpose is not solely religious to have the Ten Commandments displayed in our schools, but rather its historical significance."
Morris went on to say the Ten Commandments is "simply one of many documents that display the history of our country and the foundation for our legal system." 
The law also "authorizes" -- but does not require -- the display of the Mayflower Compact, the Declaration of Independence and the Northwest Ordinance in K-12 public schools. 

    


Opponents continue to question the bill's constitutionality saying that the state is sure to face lawsuits. 
Democratic state Sen. Royce Duplessis argued that while supporters of the legislation say the intent of the bill is for historical significance, it does not give the state "constitutional cover" and has serious problems. 
The lawmaker also questioned why the Legislature was focusing on the display of the Ten Commandments, saying there are many more "documents that are historical in nature." 
"I was raised Catholic and I still am a practicing Catholic, but I didn't have to learn the Ten Commandments in school," Duplessis said on Tuesday. "It is why we have church. If you want your kids to learn about the Ten Commandments take them to church." 
The author of the bill, GOP state Rep. Dodie Horton, claimed earlier this session that the Ten Commandments do not solely have to do with one religion. 
"I beg to differ that this is just Christian. But I have no qualms if it was," Horton said during a committee hearing in April. "This is not preaching a Christian religion. It's not preaching any religion. It's teaching a moral code." 

    


Last year, Horton sponsored another law that requires all schools to display the national motto "In God We Trust'' in public classrooms.
But as lawmakers have spent hours arguing over the Ten Commandments requirement, many opponents have said that there are other more pressing issues plaguing the state. 
"We really need to be teaching our kids how to become literate, to be able to actually read the Ten Commandments that we're talking about posting. I think that should be the focus and not this big what I would consider a divisive bill." Duplessis said. 
Louisiana routinely reports poor national education rankings. According to the State Department of Education in the fall of 2022 only half of K-3 students in the state were reading at their grade level. 
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Ohio attorney general must stop blocking proposed ban on police immunity, judges say
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                                        Federal judges ordered Ohio Attorney General Dave Yost to stop blocking a measure that asks voters to ban qualified immunity for police and other government employees, but he plans to appeal, he said Thursday.
Yost said he'd seek a review by the full U.S. 6th Circuit Court of Appeals in Cincinnati after a divided panel issued its decision Wednesday, reversing a lower federal court ruling. The constitutional amendment would end qualified immunity, allowing people to sue over claims that police or government workers violated their constitutional rights. 
The panel ordered the Republican attorney general to forward the proposal to the GOP-majority Ohio Ballot Board, which would decide if it represents one or more constitutional amendments. Once that's determined, organizers could start gathering about 413,000 valid signatures of registered voters needed to qualify for the ballot. They face a July 3 deadline to file their petitions to get the question on the Nov. 5 ballot.

    


Yost has repeatedly rejected the petitions' proposed summary language as not being a fair and accurate representation of what the measure would do. The panel found his actions constituted a "severe burden" on organizers when it comes to communicating with voters and meeting the filing deadline. They also rejected Yost's argument that the case belongs to the Ohio Supreme Court.




Yost's office issued a statement Thursday noting that the appeals court panel didn't decide whether his decision on the summary language was correct. They said the request for a full court review would likely be filed Friday.
"If Attorney General Yost's decision was correct, then the panel's order is sending an unfair, untruthful summary out to present to voters," said Bethany McCorkle, the office's communications director. "Ohio has a compelling interest in a fair and truthful process."
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Slovenia's government endorses recognition of a Palestinian state, sends to parliament for approval
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    [image: A Palestinian flag flies next to a Slovenian, center, and a European Union flag, right, at the government building in Ljubljana, Slovenia, Thursday, May 30, 2024. Slovenia's government has endorsed a motion to recognize a Palestinian state and sent it to parliament for approval. Prime Minister Robert Golob's ruling liberal coalition has a comfortable majority in the 90-member assembly and the vote should be formality. The decision by the Slovenian government on Thursday comes just two days after Spain, Norway and Ireland recognized a Palestinian state. It was a move that was slammed by Israel. (AP Photo)]
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                                        LJUBLJANA, Slovenia (AP) -- Slovenia's government on Thursday endorsed a motion to recognize a Palestinian state and asked the parliament to do the same.
Prime Minister Robert Golob said that his government sent the recognition proposal to parliament, which could convene as early as next week.
"All the world should act in the direction of peace," Golob said after the government session. "The way to achieve peace is a two-state solution."
"The decision is not directed against anyone, not even Israel, but it is a message of peace," he added as the Palestinian flag was displayed on the government headquarters in Ljubljana, the Slovenian capital.
Israel's Foreign Minister Israel Katz said he hoped the Slovenian parliament would reject the government decision.
"The Slovenian government's decision to recommend that the Slovenian Parliament recognize a Palestinian state rewards Hamas for murder, rape, mutilation of bodies, beheading of babies, and strengthens the Iranian axis of evil while damaging the close friendship between the Slovenian and Israeli people," he said.

    


Parliamentary approval is necessary for the move to take effect. Golob's ruling liberal coalition has a comfortable majority in the 90-member assembly and the vote should be a formality. 
The decision by Slovenia's government comes just two days after Spain, Norway and Ireland recognized a Palestinian state, a move that was condemned by Israel. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

With its move, Slovenia is set to become the 10th member of the 27-nation European Union to officially recognize a Palestinian state. Norway isn't an EU member, but its foreign policy is usually aligned with the bloc.




Slovenia first began the recognition process in early May, but said it would wait until the situation in the ongoing Israeli-Hamas war in Gaza improved.
Golob said this week that he was expediting the process in reaction to Israel's latest attacks on Rafah, which have caused more than 1 million Palestinians to flee. 

    


More than 140 countries recognize a Palestinian state -- more than two-thirds of the United Nations.
The move to recognize a Palestinian state has caused relations between the EU and Israel to nosedive. Spain and Ireland are pushing for the EU to take measures against Israel for its continued attacks on Rafah in southern Gaza.
Israel launched the assault following the Oct. 7 Hamas-led attack in which militants stormed across the Gaza border into Israel, killing 1,200 people and taking about 250 hostage. Israel's air and land attacks have since killed 36,000 Palestinians, according to Gaza's Health Ministry, which doesn't distinguish between combatants and civilians.
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Andrew Tate loses appeal to relax judicial restrictions as he awaits human trafficking, rape trial

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The court decision on May 10 extended a travel ban for 60 days. The social media influencer requested that he be able to leave Romania provided he stayed within Europe's ID-check-free Schengen zone, which Romania partially joined in March. Tate, a former professional kickboxer and dual British-U.S. citizen, was initially arrested in December 2022 near Bucharest along with his brother Tristan and two Romanian women. Romanian prosecutors formally indicted all four in June last year and all four have denied the allegations. (AP video/ Nicolae Dumitrache)
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    [image: Andrew Tate, left, and his brother Tristan, right, wait inside the Court of Appeals building in Bucharest, Romania, Thursday, May 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Andreea Alexandru)]
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[image: Andrew Tate walks inside the Court of Appeals building in Bucharest, Romania, Thursday, May 30, 2024. Tate, the divisive social media personality who is awaiting trial in Romania on charges of human trafficking, rape and forming a criminal gang to sexually exploit women, has lost an appeal against a court's earlier decision to extend geographical restrictions.(AP Photo/Andreea Alexandru)]
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[image: Andrew Tate gestures inside the Court of Appeals building in Bucharest, Romania, Thursday, May 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Andreea Alexandru)]
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[image: Andrew Tate waits for a security check inside the Court of Appeals building in Bucharest, Romania, Thursday, May 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Andreea Alexandru)]
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[image: Andrew Tate, right, shakes hand with his lawyer Eugen Vidineac, left, inside the Court of Appeals building in Bucharest, Romania, Thursday, May 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Andreea Alexandru)]
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                                        BUCHAREST, Romania (AP) -- Andrew Tate, the divisive social media influencer awaiting trial in Romania on charges of human trafficking and rape, lost an appeal Thursday to have the court relax geographical restrictions preventing him from traveling outside the eastern European country.
The Bucharest Court of Appeal ruled against Tate, who had challenged a May 10 decision that extended by 60 days restrictions on the 37-year-old stipulating he may not leave the country. Tate had requested that he be able to leave Romania, provided he stay within Europe's ID-check-free Schengen zone, which Romania partially joined in March.
"It's not about wanting to leave the country," Eugen Vidineac, one of Tate's lawyers, told reporters at the court. "One thing is to travel free and another is to leave the country. The right to travel is a constitutional right, it is a legal right, it is one of the fundamental rights."

    


Tate, a former professional kickboxer and dual British-U.S. citizen, was initially arrested in December 2022 near Bucharest, Romania's capital, along with his brother Tristan and two Romanian women. Romanian prosecutors formally indicted all four in June last year. They have denied the allegations.




After the brothers' arrest, they were held for three months in police detention before being moved to house arrest. They were later restricted to the Bucharest municipality and nearby Ilfov county, but may now travel freely within Romania.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Andrew Tate, who has amassed 9.3 million followers on the social media platform X, has repeatedly claimed that prosecutors have no evidence against him and that there is a political conspiracy to silence him. He was previously banned from various prominent social media platforms for allegedly expressing misogynistic views and for hate speech.
On April 26, the Bucharest Tribunal ruled in favor of the prosecutors' case against Tate, saying it met the legal criteria and that the trial could proceed. However, no date was set. That ruling came after the legal case had been discussed for months in the preliminary chamber stages, a process in which the defendants can challenge prosecutors' evidence and case file.

    


In a separate case, Tate is also facing a civil lawsuit by four British women in the United Kingdom, after a claim issued by the High Court in London, according to a statement earlier this month by the law firm representing the four women.
The four allege Tate sexually and physically assaulted them and had reported him to British authorities in 2014 and 2015. After a four-year investigation, the Crown Prosecution Service decided in 2019 not to prosecute him. The alleged victims then turned to crowdfunding to pursue a civil case against him.
In a separate, third case, the Tate brothers also appeared in March at the Bucharest Court of Appeal after British authorities issued arrest warrants over allegations of sexual aggression in a U.K. case dating back to 2012-2015.
The appeals court granted the British request to extradite the Tates to the U.K., but only after legal proceedings in Romania have concluded.
___
McGrath reported from Sighisoara, Romania.
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                                        KAMPALA, Uganda (AP) -- The United States on Thursday imposed sanctions on Uganda's parliamentary speaker, her husband and several other officials over corruption and serious abuses of human rights. 
Parliament Speaker Anita Among was sanctioned "due to involvement in significant corruption tied to her leadership" of Uganda's national assembly, the U.S. State Department said. 
Lt. Gen. Peter Elwelu, a former deputy chief of Uganda's military, was sanctioned over "extrajudicial killings" committed by government troops. Three former government ministers, recently implicated in the theft of roofing sheets that were not distributed to members of an impoverished community, were also sanctioned. 
Among, a senior member of Uganda's ruling party and an ally of President Yoweri Museveni, has been under the spotlight recently over the source of her wealth as well as allegations relating to the misuse of parliamentary resources. The United Kingdom announced sanctions against her last month, citing corruption.

    


At the center of an ongoing probe ordered by the president, is whether Among owns property in the U.K. that she did not declare to authorities. 




The State Department statement said those sanctioned are barred from entering the U.S. 
Among's husband and lawmaker Moses Magogo was also sanctioned. He has been president of the Ugandan soccer federation since 2013. The next men's World Cup in 2026 is being co-hosted by the United States, with Canada and Mexico, and Magogo would have been be expected to attend the tournament. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Ugandans have been stunned by the revelations about Among's spending. She has denied the allegations and has claimed she is the victim of a political witch hunt. She says she is being targeted for her role in enacting an anti-gay bill condemned by rights watchdogs and others.
Elwelu and the other sanctioned Ugandans were not immediately available for comment. Elwelu appears to have been targeted for his role as the commander of a 2016 military attack on a tribal king's palace in which over 100 civilians were killed.

    


Museveni, who has held power in Uganda since 1986, has long been accused of shielding corrupt but influential officials from criminal prosecution. After his reelection to a sixth term in 2021, he promised to crack down on corruption. 
But many Ugandans are not hopeful.
Local media outlets frequently report on corruption issues, but activists, opposition figures and others who try to organize street protests face arrest under a law that requires them to first notify police of any plans to rally.
___
Associated Press writer Graham Dunbar in Geneva contributed to this report.
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                                        KYIV, Ukraine (AP) -- Russia conducted an array of aerial attacks on Ukraine with cruise missiles, drones and ballistic missiles, Ukraine's air force said Thursday, while the chief of the army said Russia is increasing its troop concentration in the Kharkiv region where Moscow's forces have made significant advances in a spring offensive. 
Ukraine's GUR military intelligence operation said that sea drones destroyed two Russian KS-701 patrol boats in the Black Sea off the Russia-annexed Crimean Peninsula. Russian officials didn't immediately comment.
The air force said that the overnight attacks included eight S-300 ballistic missiles, 11 cruise missiles and 32 Shahed drones. All the drones and seven of the cruise missiles were shot down, the air force said, but didn't provide further details. 
In Kharkiv, Ukraine's second-largest city, seven people were wounded and a municipal services building caught fire in the attacks, regional Gov. Oleh Syniehubov said. Russian aerial strikes were also reported in Khmelnytskyi and Dnipropetrovsk, but there were no injuries. 

    


Ukrainian army chief Col. Gen. Oleksandr Syrskyi said on his Facebook page on Thursday that Russia is bringing army units into the Kharkiv region from other parts of Ukraine to supplement forces in the two main flashpoints of fighting, the towns of Vovchansk and Lyptsi. Syrskyi said that Ukraine has also moved reserve troops into the area. 




Russia's Defense Ministry said that its air defenses shot down eight U.S.-made ATACMS missiles over the Azov Sea, which borders both Russia and Russia-held Ukrainian territory. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

One person was wounded by a drone explosion in Russia's Belgorod region, which borders Kharkiv and comes under daily attack from the Ukrainian side. 
A lengthy delay in U.S. military aid and Western Europe's inadequate military production has slowed crucial deliveries to the battlefield for Ukraine, and Russia has exploited the delays to make advances in the Kharkiv region. 

    


Russian missiles and bombs also have pummeled Ukrainian military positions and civilian areas, including the power grid.
On Thursday, U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken assailed Russian attempts to sow discord in democracies with misinformation, after hinting that the Biden administration may soon allow Ukraine to use American-supplied munitions to strike inside Russia. 
In Prague for a NATO foreign ministers meeting, Blinken cited Moscow's use of misinformation and disinformation, calling it a "poison" and signing an agreement with the Czech government to combat it.
Blinken said Wednesday that U.S. policy on how Ukraine deploys American weapons is constantly evolving, suggesting that Washington may rescind an unwritten prohibition on Ukraine's use of them for attacks on Russian territory. 
Although U.S. officials insist there is no formal ban, they have long made clear that they believe the use of American weapons to attack targets inside Russia could provoke an escalatory response from Moscow, something that Russian President Vladimir Putin has promised.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the war at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine
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                                        AGADIR, Morocco (AP) -- The head of the U.S. military in Africa vigorously defended the country's counterterrorism strategy on the continent and vowed to press forward with it despite a wave of criticism and a drift among African nations toward seeking security help from Russia instead.
In an interview with The Associated Press on Wednesday at Africa Lion, a war games exercise in Morocco, Gen. Michael Langley blamed a tide of Russian disinformation for anti-U.S. sentiment in volatile regions. He said the military needed to reassert how its longstanding strategy can foster stability throughout the Sahel, the semiarid region south of the Sahara Desert.
The 6,000 members of the U.S. military stationed in Africa are confronting new setbacks as governments in Chad and Niger -- two key regional allies -- embrace Russian forces and paramilitaries and push for them leave posts previously identified as critical to monitoring security challenges.

    


"There was negative sentiment across the last couple of years against one of our most valued allies -- France -- as you looked at all social media and looked all across media writ large," Langley said. "A lot of that negative sentiment was fueled by the misinformation and disinformation of the Russian Federation."




"We need to get our narrative out there," he added. 
More than 11,000 deaths last year in the Sahel were linked to militant Islamist violence, continuing a trajectory that has seen them gradually increase since 2021, according to an Africa Center for Strategic Studies analysis of reports collected by the Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Since 2020, military officers disillusioned with their government's record of stemming violence have overthrown democratically elected governments throughout the region. In the aftermath, countries including Mali, Burkina Faso and Niger began to distance themselves from western powers and deepen partnerships with Russia.

    


In northern Mali last November, soldiers accompanied by mercenaries from Russian military contractor Wagner retook territory that rebels had controlled for the past decade. The military junta governing Burkina Faso ousted French forces last year and turned to Russia and Wagner for security support. And similarly in Niger, Russian military trainers arrived weeks after the junta that took power last year ordered U.S. troops to withdraw from the country.
Rather than soul-searching or a broad rethink of strategy, Langley said the United States planned to "double down and re-engage with these countries," referencing its non-combat work addressing climate change and crop failure and managing tribal conflict and displacement.
Langley said that the United States would stick with its whole-of-government approach stressing good governance and institution-building beyond military might. He insisted that the military supports African countries in ways they see fit rather than impose its ideas. But he argued that military juntas wouldn't counter terrorism or ensure stability long term.

    


"I don't want to call out any of these countries, but these are military regimes," Langley said.
That fine line has differentiated the United States from other Great Powers deepening their involvement in Africa. Russia attaches few stipulations to countries it offers security assistance regardless of whether they're ruled by military juntas or democratically elected leaders. China similarly stresses non-interference in making investments or loans to fund mines, ports, highways and rails.
Of the U.S. personnel stationed throughout Africa, roughly 1,000 assigned to Niger and 100 to Chad are in the process of departing. Both countries have been integral to the military's efforts to counter violent extremist organizations across the region, particularly Niger, which houses the continent's largest surveillance drone base.
Langley said that the U.S. forces were in the midst of a safe and orderly withdrawal from Niger and planned to determine future security partnerships later. He said the status of U.S. forces in Chad would be discussed once the country finishes establishing a new government based on elections earlier this month.

    


Langley would not say whether the United States plans to relocate bases elsewhere in Africa but said its strategy would largely depend on guidance from west African countries about their security threats. In countries along the Atlantic coastline, Langley said officials have grown increasingly worried about violent extremism and want to ensure they can surveil developments in dangerous border regions.
"What the U.S. wants is what countries are asking for," he said. "We're not prescribing anything." 
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                                        COPENHAGEN, Denmark (AP) -- Sweden's domestic security agency on Thursday accused Iran of using established criminal networks in Sweden as a proxy to target Israeli or Jewish interests in the Scandinavian country. 
The accusations were raised at a news conference by Daniel Stenling, the head of the SAPO agency's counterespionage unit, following a series of events earlier this year. 
In late January, the Israeli Embassy in Stockholm was sealed off after what was then described as "a dangerous object" was found on the grounds of the diplomatic mission in an eastern Stockholm neighborhood. Swedish media said the object was a hand grenade.
The embassy was not evacuated and the object was eventually destroyed. No arrests were made and authorities did not say what was found. On May 17, gunshots were heard near the Israeli Embassy in Stockholm and the area was cordoned off. No one was arrested.

    


Stenling said, without offering specifics or evidence to back up his assertion, that the agency "can establish that criminal networks in Sweden are used as a proxy by Iran." 
"It is very much about planning and attempts to carry out attacks against Israeli and Jewish interests, goals and activities in Sweden," he said and added that the agency sees "connections between criminal individuals in the criminal networks and individuals who are connected to the Iranian security services."




Justice Minister Gunnar Strommer and Hampus Nygards, deputy head of the Swedish police's National Operations Department, were also at the online news conference with Stenling. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We see this connection between the Iranian intelligence services, the security services and precisely criminals in the criminal networks in Sweden," Stenling said. "We see that connection and it also means that we need to work much more internationally to get to the crimes and be able to prevent them."

    


Stenling and the others made no mention of the recent incidents connected to the Israel Embassy and stopped short of naming any criminal groups or suspects.
Sweden has grappled with gang violence for years and criminal gangs often recruit teenagers in socially disadvantaged immigrant neighborhoods to carry out hits.
By May 15, police have recorded 85 shootings so far this year, including 12 fatal shootings. Last year, 53 people were killed and 109 were wounded in a total of 363 shootings.
Two main gangs -- the Foxtrot network headed by Rawa Majid, who lives in exile in Turkey, and its rival, Rumba -- have for years been involved in deadly feuds. Ankara had rejected Sweden's request to have Majid, a Swedish citizen, extradited because he also holds Turkish citizenship. 
Stenling said there was no reason to change the terror threat level in Sweden. 
Last year, it was heightened to "high," the fourth of five levels, for the first time since 2016 as the security deteriorated after public burnings of Islam's holy book, the Quran, that triggered protests in the Muslim world.
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Global aid group asks warring forces to respect its neutrality with 24 of its aid workers killed

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Smoke rises following an Israeli airstrike in Rafah, Gaza Strip, Thursday, May 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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                                        MANILA, Philippines (AP) -- The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies asked state forces and combatants Thursday to respect its neutrality and work of delivering urgent humanitarian help to the most destitute in war and other high-risk zones, saying 24 of its aid workers had been killed so far this year mostly in the Gaza Strip.
IFRC President Kate Forbes, who is visiting the Philippines, said in a statement posted on X, formerly known as Twitter, that two more of her group's aid workers, Palestine Red Crescent Society paramedics Haitham Tubasi and Suhail Hassouna, were killed Wednesday when their ambulance was hit west of Rafah, Gaza's southernmost city.
"I am heartbroken," Forbes said. "This is not okay. This must stop."
Palestinians reported heavy fighting in the border city Wednesday and Israel's military said it seized control of the entire length of Gaza's border with Egypt.

    


The fighting in Rafah has already forced more than 1 million Palestinians to flee, most of whom had already been displaced in the war between Israel and Hamas. They're seeking refuge in makeshift tent camps and other war-ravaged areas, where they lack shelter, food, water and other essentials for survival, according to the United Nations.




Forbes told The Associated Press in an interview in Manila Wednesday that governments should act responsibly and abide by the rules of armed conflict, including the Geneva Conventions, referring to the international treaties drawn up after World War II which contain the rules to prevent war atrocities.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"My appeal to the governments would be, if your signatures are in the Geneva Conventions, abide by them," Forbes said. "If those are being enforced, we can do our work even in high-conflict zones or disasters."
"We are neutral. We're here to give aid," she said. "We want to make life (better) for those who are impacted by either disease, natural disasters or geopolitical conflicts. We need to get them basic humanitarian aid and restore their human dignity. That's our job.

    


Since being elected president of the IFRC in December, Forbes, a former American businesswoman, who has served as a Red Cross volunteer for more than four decades, has been to the frontlines of disaster-response. She visited Rafah in February. "I have nightmares of what I've seen," she said.
Forbes joined growing calls for a ceasefire and humanitarian aid access to Gaza, saying these were "absolutely imperative" to ease the horrific sufferings of civilians trapped in the seven-month conflict.
"We have to have a government solution to get a ceasefire so that we can get access and then we will give aid to both sides," she said.
"I've said this is both a sprint and a marathon. We need to get aid in Gaza immediately for people who have malnutrition, there's not adequate sanitation," she said. "But it's going to be a marathon in that there's going to be aid that's going to be needed for decades to repair Gaza and the people there."
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Biden to make his first state visit to France after attending D-Day 80th commemorations next week

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - France's President Emmanuel Macron, left, speaks with U.S. President Joe Biden during a family photo of leaders of the G7 and invited countries during the G7 Leaders' Summit in Hiroshima, western Japan, Saturday, May 20, 2023. French President Emmanuel Macron's office said Thursday that U.S. President Joe Biden will make his first state visit to France next week after attending D-Day 80th anniversary commemorations in Normandy. Macron will be hosting Biden and his wife Jill on June 8, the statement said. (Brendan Smialowski/Pool Photo via AP, File)]
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- French President Emmanuel Macron's office said Thursday that U.S. President Joe Biden will make his first state visit to France next week after attending D-Day 80th anniversary commemorations in Normandy. 
Macron will be hosting Biden and his wife Jill on June 8, the statement said.
Both presidents will discuss "the need for unwavering, long-term support for Ukraine" at a time when war has returned to Europe, 80 years after the landings that led to the liberation of France and the continent from Nazi Germany's occupation, Macron's office said. 
In Normandy next week, major commemorations will draw 25 heads of state and government, along with dozens of World War II veterans, to honor the nearly 160,000 troops from Britain, the United States, Canada and other nations that landed on June 6, 1944. 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy is among those expected to attend.

    


Biden's state visit will allow "close coordination" between France and the U.S. on world crises ahead of international events including the summit of the Group of Seven major economies next month in Italy and the NATO summit in Washington in July. 
Discussions also will include climate-related issues and will focus on strengthening bilateral cooperation, particularly in the economic, space and nuclear fields, the statement said. 
Macron and his wife Brigitte went on a state visit to the U.S. in Dec. 2022.
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Georgian group says it will take controversial media law to the constitutional court

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: A demonstrator argues with police officers during an opposition protest against the foreign influence bill at the Parliamentary building in Tbilisi, Georgia, Tuesday, May 28, 2024. The Georgian parliament has overridden a presidential veto of the "foreign agents" legislation that has fueled Western concerns and sparked massive protests for weeks. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)]
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                                        TBILISI, Georgia (AP) -- A non-governmental organization in Georgia said Thursday it is preparing a lawsuit in the country's constitutional court to challenge a law that critics say will stifle news media and independent organizations.
The law will require media and non-governmental organizations that receive more than 20% of their funding from abroad to register as representing the interests of foreign powers. Opponents claim that the law would discredit such organizations and that it will obstruct Georgia's bid to join the European Union.
Massive demonstrations have filled the streets of the Georgian capital Tbilisi for weeks to protest the measure, whose foes call it "the Russian law" because of similar laws in Russia pushed by the Kremlin. 
President Salome Zourabichvili vetoed the law after it was passed by parliament this month, but the parliament overrode the veto on Tuesday. The law now must be accepted by Zourabichvili by Sunday, or the speaker of the parliament can accept it if she does not. 

    


Georgia's Civil Society Foundation said in a statement that, "We declare that we will not live by the Russian law and will use all domestic and international mechanisms to prevent its action until the law is unconditionally repealed. To this end, we are preparing a lawsuit to be filed with the Constitutional Court of Georgia and will consider it in the near future." 
Anri Okhanashvili, chairman of the judicial committee of the parliament, dismissed the initiative. 
"We are ready anywhere, be it the Constitutional Court or other institutions, to defend this legislative act that is adopted in favor of the interests of our country," he said.
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Foreign governments and activists criticize Hong Kong security law verdicts. China defends them

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Hong Kong court convicts 14 pro-democracy activists, acquits 2, in landmark case: AP explains
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    [image: Lawrence Lau, a former pro-democracy district councilor, waves hand to media as he leaves the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong, Thursday, May 30, 2024. Fourteen pro-democracy activists were convicted in Hong Kong's biggest national security case on Thursday by a court that said their plan to effect change through an unofficial primary election would have undermined the government's authority and created a constitutional crisis.(AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)]
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[image: Activist Alexandra Wong, also known as Grandma Wong, holds a flag of Britain outside the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong, Thursday, May 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)]
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                                        HONG KONG (AP) -- The conviction of 14 pro-democracy activists Thursday in Hong Kong drew condemnation from human rights groups and expressions of concern from foreign governments.
China, which authored the 2020 national security law that activists were prosecuted under, backed Hong Kong authorities. The former British colony is part of China but has its own governing and judicial system.
In all, 47 people were charged in what was the largest case brought since the promulgation of the national security law. Of those, 31 had earlier pleaded guilty and two others were acquitted on Thursday.
The UNITED STATES 
Rep. Chris Smith and Sen. Jeff Merkley, who lead a U.S. congressional panel on China, criticized the Hong Kong government for "bulldozing" the freedoms and rule of law that once made the city so vital. They called on the administration of President Joe Biden to sanction judges and prosecutors responsible for these political prosecutions. 

    


 "Let us be clear: The Hong Kong 47 verdicts violate international law and treaty obligations," their statement wrote. 
THE EUROPEAN UNION
The conviction "marks a further deterioration of fundamental freedoms and democratic participation in Hong Kong," the European Union's foreign affairs office said. It added that the defendants "are being penalized for peaceful political activity that should be legitimate in any political system that respects basic democratic principles." 




The case calls into question Hong Kong's commitment to openness and pluralism, the cornerstones of the city's attractiveness as an international commercial and financial center, the office said. 
AUSTRALIA

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Foreign Minister Penny Wong said Australia is deeply concerned by the verdicts, including for Australian citizen Gordon Ng. 
"We have consistently expressed strong objections to China on the systemic erosion of Hong Kong's rights and freedoms, and we will continue to do so," she said in a post on X, formerly Twitter.

    


CHINA
Foreign Ministry spokesperson Mao Ning said the central government firmly supports the law enforcement and judicial authorities of the Hong Kong special administrative region in punishing all kinds of acts that undermine national security. She expressed China's opposition to other countries that "smear and undermine" Hong Kong's rule of law. 
"No one should engage in illegal activities and try to escape justice under the pretext of democracy," she said.
HUMAN RIGHTS GROUPS
Sarah Brooks of Amnesty International called the convictions the "most ruthless illustration yet of how Hong Kong's National Security Law is weaponized to silence dissent." She said the convictions send a chilling message to anyone who opposes the actions of the government. 
Maya Wang, the acting China director at Human Rights Watch, said the conviction shows "utter contempt" for both democratic political processes and the rule of law. 
"Democracy is not a crime, regardless of what the Chinese government and its handpicked Hong Kong court may say," she said. 
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China denounces US-UK engagement of Taiwan shortly after election of new president
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                                        TAIPEI, Taiwan (AP) -- China's Defense Ministry on Thursday denounced U.S. and U.K. affirmations of support for Taiwan's newly elected government, shortly after the island claimed by Beijing freely chose its new leaders. 
Col. Wu Qian accused the United Kingdom of pursuing a "Cold War" mentality and attempting to "instigate confrontation." 
The comments Thursday came after a a U.S. congressional delegation met with Taiwan's new leader, Lai Ching-te, on Monday in a show of support, shortly after China held drills around Taiwan in response to his inauguration speech.
Despite their lack of formal diplomatic ties -- a Cold War concession to Beijing -- the United States and Taiwan remain close security, cultural and political partners. Washington is Taiwan's biggest provider of military hardware and maintains a de facto embassy on the island to underscore their strong ties. 

    


China regularly sends navy ships and warplanes close to Taiwan to advertise its threat to use force to annex what it declares its own territory, which it often describes as a "sacred mission." Taiwan was only made a Chinese province in 1885, and shortly afterward, became a Japanese province for 50 years until the end of World War II. It then separated from mainland China amid civil war in 1949 and was ruled under strict martial law until the late 1980s when it began to embrace full democracy. 




During the U.S. congressional visit on Monday, Rep. Andy Barr, the co-chair of the Taiwan caucus in the U.S. Congress, said the United States is fully committed to supporting Taiwan militarily, diplomatically and economically.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"There should be no doubt, there should be no skepticism in the United States, Taiwan or anywhere in the world, of American resolve to maintain the status quo and peace in the Taiwan Strait," the Republican from Kentucky said at a news conference after the delegation met with Lai.

    


Taiwan's new foreign minister, Lin Chia-lung, noted the recent Chinese drills and called the American delegation's visit "an important gesture of solidarity" at a critical time.
The delegation included both Republicans and Democrats and was led by Rep. Michael McCaul, the chair of the House Foreign Affairs Committee. The Texas Republican was sanctioned by China last year after he visited Taiwan in April.
The other members were Republicans Young Kim from California and Joe Wilson from South Carolina, and Democrats Jimmy Panetta from California and Chrissy Houlahan from Pennsylvania.
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Families reclaim the remains of 15 recently identified Greek soldiers killed in Cyprus in 1974
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    [image: Family members watch as a soldier holding a photograph of a Greek soldier whose remains were recently identified leads an honor guard at a funeral service at Ayios Panteleimonas Orthodox Church in the Cypriot capital Nicosia, Thursday, May 30, 2024. The service was held for 15 recently identified Greek soldiers who died in Cyprus fighting against invading Turkish troops nearly half a century ago.(AP Photo/ Philippos Christou)]
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[image: A procession of soldiers holding the small Cypriot and Greek flag-draped coffins of Greek soldiers whose remains were recently identified, passes the entrance of Ayios Panteleimonas Orthodox Church in the Cypriot capital Nicosia Thursday, May 30, 2024. The service was held for 15 recently identified Greek soldiers who were killed in Cyprus fighting against invading Turkish troops nearly half a century ago.(AP Photo/Philippos Christou)]
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[image: Soldiers help inter the remains of recently identified Greek soldiers who were killed in Cyprus fighting against invading Turkish troops nearly half a century ago at the Tomb of Makedonitissa in the Cypriot capital Nicosia Thursday, May 30, 2024. The families of six of 15 Greek soldiers who were recently identified opted to have them interred in Cyprus rather than in Greece.(AP Photo/Philippos Christou)]
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[image: A soldier stands guard next to the small Cypriot and Greek flag-draped coffins of recently identified Greek soldiers during a funeral service at Ayios Panteleimonas Orthodox Church in the Cypriot capital Nicosia Thursday, May 30, 2024. The service was held for 15 recently identified Greek soldiers who died in Cyprus fighting against invading Turkish troops nearly have a century ago.(AP Photo/Philippos Christou)]
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    [image: Family members watch as a soldier holding a photograph of a Greek soldier whose remains were recently identified leads an honor guard at a funeral service at Ayios Panteleimonas Orthodox Church in the Cypriot capital Nicosia, Thursday, May 30, 2024. The service was held for 15 recently identified Greek soldiers who died in Cyprus fighting against invading Turkish troops nearly half a century ago.(AP Photo/ Philippos Christou)]
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[image: A procession of soldiers holding the small Cypriot and Greek flag-draped coffins of Greek soldiers whose remains were recently identified, passes the entrance of Ayios Panteleimonas Orthodox Church in the Cypriot capital Nicosia Thursday, May 30, 2024. The service was held for 15 recently identified Greek soldiers who were killed in Cyprus fighting against invading Turkish troops nearly half a century ago.(AP Photo/Philippos Christou)]
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[image: Soldiers help inter the remains of recently identified Greek soldiers who were killed in Cyprus fighting against invading Turkish troops nearly half a century ago at the Tomb of Makedonitissa in the Cypriot capital Nicosia Thursday, May 30, 2024. The families of six of 15 Greek soldiers who were recently identified opted to have them interred in Cyprus rather than in Greece.(AP Photo/Philippos Christou)]
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[image: Soldiers help inter the remains of recently identified Greek soldiers who were killed in Cyprus fighting against invading Turkish troops nearly half a century ago at the Tomb of Makedonitissa in the Cypriot capital Nicosia on Thursday, May 30, 2024. The families of six of 15 Greek soldiers who were recently identified opted to have them interred in Cyprus rather than in Greece.(AP Photo/Philippos Christou)]
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[image: A soldier stands guard next to the small Cypriot and Greek flag-draped coffins of recently identified Greek soldiers during a funeral service at Ayios Panteleimonas Orthodox Church in the Cypriot capital Nicosia Thursday, May 30, 2024. The service was held for 15 recently identified Greek soldiers who died in Cyprus fighting against invading Turkish troops nearly have a century ago.(AP Photo/Philippos Christou)]
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                                        NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) -- The remains of recently identified Greek soldiers who fought in Cyprus against invading Turkish troops nearly a half-century ago were returned to their families on Thursday.
Cypriot President Nikos Christodoulides attended a funeral service in the capital, Nicosia, for the 15 Greek soldiers before their remains were contained in Greek flag-draped coffins.
Christodoulides said it was the least the state can do to honor and pay respect to the memory of those who died.
Eight of the 15 soldiers will be reinterred back in Greece. The families of another six opted to have their remains reinterred at a mass grave in the Cypriot capital that stands as the country's prime monument for the war. No family members have been located for one of the soldiers, according to the state broadcaster.
Turkey invaded in July 1974, a week after supporters of union with Greece mounted a coup backed by the Greek junta then ruling the country.

    


The invasion resulted in Cyprus' ethnic cleave, with Turkish Cypriots later declaring independence that's only recognized by Turkey, which still maintains more than 35,000 troops in the breakaway north.


Of the 2,002 people who disappeared in 1974 and the preceding decade amid ethnic violence, the remains of 1,033 have been identified and returned to their families since U.N.-led search efforts began in earnest in 2006.
U.N. officials said this marks the second-best success rate in the world, after the former Yugoslavia.
A total of 769 Greek Cypriots and 200 Turkish Cypriots are still listed as missing and officials say the passage of time poses a huge challenge.
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    [image: FILE - Passengers walk past a couple browsing their smartphones near a China Southern Airlines, parked on the tarmac at the Beijing Capital International Airport Saturday, Nov. 19, 2016. China's Commerce Ministry said Thursday, May 30, 2024, it will restrict exports of aviation and aerospace-related equipment and technology beginning July 1, 2024.(AP Photo/Andy Wong, File)]
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[image: FILE - The Chinese WS-10 Taihang turbofan engine is displayed during the 12th China International Aviation and Aerospace Exhibition, also known as Airshow China 2018, in Zhuhai city, south China's Guangdong province on Nov. 6, 2018. China's Commerce Ministry said Thursday, May 30, 2024 it will restrict exports of aviation and aerospace-related equipment and technology beginning July 1. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung, File)]
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                                        BEIJING (AP) -- China's Commerce Ministry said Thursday it will restrict exports of some aviation and aerospace-related equipment and technology beginning July 1.
A notice seen Thursday on the ministry's website said the move was to safeguard national security and interests and fulfill international obligations such as non-proliferation. Exports of items designated under the new rules will require export licenses. 
The announcement was jointly released with China's General Administration of Customs and the Central Military Commission's equipment development department. 
It said the export controls would apply to aircraft and aerospace engines and structural parts, engine manufacturing related equipment, software and technology. They also will include tools, molds, fixtures and other processing equipment used to make certain materials such as "superplastic" bonded with titanium, aluminum and their alloys. 

    


Beijing and Washington have both moved to limit exports of products, technology and equipment considered vital to national security. China has also imposed sanctions against some U.S. aerospace and defense manufacturers to retaliate against sales of weapons to Taiwan, a self-governed island it claims as its territory. 




The U.S. has export controls in force on exports of aero gas turbine engines, some aircraft and instruments, navigation equipment and systems. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Commerce Ministry notice said the controls also would apply to technologies used in the development, making and use of the equipment, including design drawings, process specifications, process parameters, processing procedures, simulation data, and the like. 
The overall impact of the move is unclear. China exports engine parts and other aircraft and space components. It also has developed its own jet engines. But it still relies on foreign suppliers for key parts of aircraft it has begun to produce using its own technology and manufacturers. 
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    [image: Lebanese caretaker Minister of Economy and Trade Amin Salam speaks during a news conference in Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, May 30, 2024. Salam said Lebanon's political class as well as fuel companies and private electricity providers in Lebanon blocked an offer by gas-rich Qatar to build three renewable energy power plants to ease the crisis-hit nation's decades-old electricity crisis. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)]
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[image: Cars pass by solar panels installed over the Beirut River, in Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, May 30, 2024. Lebanese caretaker Minister of Economy and Trade Amin Salam said Lebanon's political class as well as fuel companies and private electricity providers in Lebanon blocked an offer by gas-rich Qatar to build three renewable energy power plants to ease the crisis-hit nation's decades-old electricity crisis. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)]
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[image: People walk in a street below solar panels installed over a building in Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, May 30, 2024. Lebanese caretaker Minister of Economy and Trade Amin Salam said Lebanon's political class as well as fuel companies and private electricity providers in Lebanon blocked an offer by gas-rich Qatar to build three renewable energy power plants to ease the crisis-hit nation's decades-old electricity crisis. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)]
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[image: Construction workers work next to solar panels installed on a building in Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, May 30, 2024. Lebanese caretaker Minister of Economy and Trade Amin Salam said Lebanon's political class as well as fuel companies and private electricity providers in Lebanon blocked an offer by gas-rich Qatar to build three renewable energy power plants to ease the crisis-hit nation's decades-old electricity crisis. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)]
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[image: A man cleans solar panels installed on the roof of a building in Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, May 30, 2024. Lebanese caretaker Minister of Economy and Trade Amin Salam said Lebanon's political class as well as fuel companies and private electricity providers in Lebanon blocked an offer by gas-rich Qatar to build three renewable energy power plants to ease the crisis-hit nation's decades-old electricity crisis. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)]
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[image: FILE - A row of privately-owned diesel generators provide power to homes and businesses in Beirut, Lebanon, March 4, 2022. Lebanese caretaker Minister of Economy and Trade Amin Salam said on Thursday, May 30, 2024 Lebanon's political class as well as fuel companies and private electricity providers in Lebanon blocked an offer by gas-rich Qatar to build three renewable energy power plants to ease the crisis-hit nation's decades-old electricity crisis. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar, File)]
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Lebanese caretaker Minister of Economy and Trade Amin Salam speaks during a news conference in Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, May 30, 2024. Salam said Lebanon's political class as well as fuel companies and private electricity providers in Lebanon blocked an offer by gas-rich Qatar to build three renewable energy power plants to ease the crisis-hit nation's decades-old electricity crisis. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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[image: Cars pass by solar panels installed over the Beirut River, in Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, May 30, 2024. Lebanese caretaker Minister of Economy and Trade Amin Salam said Lebanon's political class as well as fuel companies and private electricity providers in Lebanon blocked an offer by gas-rich Qatar to build three renewable energy power plants to ease the crisis-hit nation's decades-old electricity crisis. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)]
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Cars pass by solar panels installed over the Beirut River, in Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, May 30, 2024. Lebanese caretaker Minister of Economy and Trade Amin Salam said Lebanon's political class as well as fuel companies and private electricity providers in Lebanon blocked an offer by gas-rich Qatar to build three renewable energy power plants to ease the crisis-hit nation's decades-old electricity crisis. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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[image: People walk in a street below solar panels installed over a building in Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, May 30, 2024. Lebanese caretaker Minister of Economy and Trade Amin Salam said Lebanon's political class as well as fuel companies and private electricity providers in Lebanon blocked an offer by gas-rich Qatar to build three renewable energy power plants to ease the crisis-hit nation's decades-old electricity crisis. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)]
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[image: Construction workers work next to solar panels installed on a building in Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, May 30, 2024. Lebanese caretaker Minister of Economy and Trade Amin Salam said Lebanon's political class as well as fuel companies and private electricity providers in Lebanon blocked an offer by gas-rich Qatar to build three renewable energy power plants to ease the crisis-hit nation's decades-old electricity crisis. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)]
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Construction workers work next to solar panels installed on a building in Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, May 30, 2024. Lebanese caretaker Minister of Economy and Trade Amin Salam said Lebanon's political class as well as fuel companies and private electricity providers in Lebanon blocked an offer by gas-rich Qatar to build three renewable energy power plants to ease the crisis-hit nation's decades-old electricity crisis. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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[image: A man cleans solar panels installed on the roof of a building in Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, May 30, 2024. Lebanese caretaker Minister of Economy and Trade Amin Salam said Lebanon's political class as well as fuel companies and private electricity providers in Lebanon blocked an offer by gas-rich Qatar to build three renewable energy power plants to ease the crisis-hit nation's decades-old electricity crisis. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)]
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[image: FILE - A row of privately-owned diesel generators provide power to homes and businesses in Beirut, Lebanon, March 4, 2022. Lebanese caretaker Minister of Economy and Trade Amin Salam said on Thursday, May 30, 2024 Lebanon's political class as well as fuel companies and private electricity providers in Lebanon blocked an offer by gas-rich Qatar to build three renewable energy power plants to ease the crisis-hit nation's decades-old electricity crisis. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar, File)]
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                                        BEIRUT (AP) -- Lebanon's political class, fuel companies and private electricity providers blocked an offer by gas-rich Qatar to build three renewable energy power plants to ease the crisis-hit nation's decades-old electricity crisis, Lebanese caretaker economy minister said Thursday.
Lebanon's electricity crisis worsened after the country's historic economic meltdown began in October 2019. Power cuts often last for much of the day, leaving many reliant on expensive private generators that work on diesel and raise pollution levels.
Although many people have installed solar power systems in their homes over the past three years, most use it only to fill in when the generator is off. Cost and space issues in urban areas have also limited solar use.
Qatar offered in 2023 to build three power plants with a capacity of 450 megawatts -- or about 25% of the small nation's needs -- and since then, Doha didn't receive a response from Lebanon, caretaker Economy Minister Amin Salam said.

    


Lebanon's energy minister, Walid Fayyad, responded in a news conference held shortly afterward that Qatar only offered to build one power plant with a capacity of 100 megawatts that would be a joint venture between the private and public sectors and not a gift as "some claim."




Salam said that after Qatar got no response from Lebanon regarding their offer, Doha offered to start with a 100-megawatt plant.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Lebanon's political class that has been running the country since the end of 1975-90 civil war is largely blamed for the widespread corruption and mismanagement that led to the country's worst economic crisis in its modern history. Five years after the crisis began, Lebanon's government hasn't implemented a staff-level agreement reached with the International Monetary Fund in 2022 and has resisted any reforms in electricity, among other sectors.
People currently get an average of four hours of electricity a day from the state company, which has cost state coffers more than $40 billion over the past three decades because of its chronic budget shortfalls.

    


"There is a country in darkness that we want to turn its lights on," Salam told reporters in Beirut, saying that during his last trip to Qatar in April, officials in the gas-rich nation asked him about the offer they put forward in January 2023.
"The Qatari leadership is offering to help Lebanon, so we have to respond to that offer and give results," Salam said. Had the political leadership been serious in easing the electricity crisis, he said, they would have called for emergency government and parliamentary sessions to approve it.
He blamed "cartels and Mafia" that include fuel companies and 7,200 private generators that are making huge profits because of the electricity crisis.
"We don't want to breathe poison anymore. We are inhaling poison every day," Salam said.
"Political bickering is blocking everything in the country," Salam said referring to lack of reforms as well as unsuccessful attempts to elect a president since the term of President Michel Aoun's term ended in October 2022.
Lebanon hasn't built a new power plant in decades. Multiple plans for new ones have run aground on politicians' factionalism and conflicting patronage interests. The country's few aging, heavy-fuel oil plants long ago became unable to meet demand.
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Elections are not wasted on the young in EU. Some nations allow 16-year-olds to decide in June polls

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Teens as young as 16 from five countries will be able to vote in the June 6-9 European Union elections. They add a slice of vigor and life to the campaign in some EU nations and they are a sought-after part of the electorate. Youngsters will need to overcome political apathy if they want a stake in the future of the bloc, where issue like climate and social exclusion will have a big impact on the outcome. AP Video shot by Mark Carlson
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    [image: FILE - A giant canvas promoting the European elections is seen on the European Parliament on April 11, 2024 in Strasbourg, eastern France. The European Elections will take place from June 6 to June 9 2024. In the June 6-9 polls, teens as young as 16 will be allowed to vote in some of the 27 member states. (AP Photo/Jean-Francois Badias, File)]
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[image: FILE - France's Manon Aubry, of the far-left France Unbowed party, gestures at the European Parliament, on Jan. 16, 2024 in Strasbourg, eastern France. In the June 6-9 polls, teens as young as 16 will be allowed to vote in some of the 27 member states. (AP Photo/Jean-Francois Badias, File)]
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[image: FILE - Far-left candidate for the European elections Manon Aubry, of the France Insoumise (France Unbowed) party, speaks during a meeting in Strasbourg, eastern France, on April 23, 2024. In the June 6-9 polls, teens as young as 16 will be allowed to vote in some of the 27 member states. (AP Photo/Jean-Francois Badias, File)]
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[image: Tom Vandendriessche, a Belgian Flemish member of the Vlaams Belang party, is pictured in European parliament, Wednesday, Feb. 28, 2024 in Strasbourg, eastern France. In the June 6-9 polls, teens as young as 16 will be allowed to vote in some of the 27 member states. (AP Photo/Jean-Francois Badias)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 5 | Tom Vandendriessche, a Belgian Flemish member of the Vlaams Belang party, is pictured in European parliament, Wednesday, Feb. 28, 2024 in Strasbourg, eastern France. In the June 6-9 polls, teens as young as 16 will be allowed to vote in some of the 27 member states. (AP Photo/Jean-Francois Badias)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 5
Tom Vandendriessche, a Belgian Flemish member of the Vlaams Belang party, is pictured in European parliament, Wednesday, Feb. 28, 2024 in Strasbourg, eastern France. In the June 6-9 polls, teens as young as 16 will be allowed to vote in some of the 27 member states. (AP Photo/Jean-Francois Badias)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Kira Marie Peter-Hansen, a Danish Green parliament member, speaks at European parliament, Tuesday Feb. 27, 2024 in Strasbourg, eastern France. In the June 6-9 polls, teens as young as 16 will be allowed to vote in some of the 27 member states. (AP Photo/Jean-Francois Badias)]
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                                        BRUSSELS (AP) -- Youth leader Rares Voicu remembers like it was yesterday when he went to the polls five years ago for the European Union elections in his Romanian hometown of Braila. 
The problem was that he was 16 years old at the time and not eligible to cast a ballot. Once his family went into the voting booths, he knew he could not. 

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


"I had done so much research on the parties and on the candidates, and I knew who I would have voted for," Voicu said. "So I know firsthand the frustration, and how frustrating it can be as a young person when you're 16, when you're 17."
Now 21 years old, Voicu is leading a drive to make sure as many 16- and 17-year-olds as possible go to the June 6-9 polls in the five member states of the 27-nation bloc that allow them to vote. In the other nations, the minimum voting age still stands at 18, like it is in the United States.

    


The voting age is set at 16 in Austria, Belgium, Germany and Malta and 17 in Greece. In Belgium, voting is mandatory.
Nateo Carnot from Celles in southern Belgium, who is 16, won't have to deal with the issue Voicu had, but he knows that teens like him will have to step up and overcome political apathy, even helplessness.




"Youth sees politics as something from up high -- men in big ties in big cars that won't listen. So there is a disinterest," he said. "Whatever we do. It won't change anything. They won't listen," is the reasoning of many. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Yet lowering the bar to 16, as Belgium did for these elections, shows improvement, Carnot said. "It shows politicians start to show interest in us and realize that we are mature enough to express our voice."
Some see the lowering of the minimum voting age as a ploy to get an easy vote from unwitting teens who have barely outgrown childhood. Voicu vehemently disagrees.
"When you're 16, when you're 17, you often have the right to make medical decisions for your own body. You have the obligation to pay taxes if you have a job. You can enter civil partnerships or you can get married. So you have all of these duties, all of these obligations," he said. 

    


"What we're asking for is for the democratic rights of young people to match their responsibilities. We think it's only fair," said Voicu, who also wants more countries to lower the voting age.
Their demands can be heard by the exceptionally young, too, since late teens can also run for office in many nations. The United States has a minimum age of 25 years to run for Congress, but most EU nations allow anyone 18 years or up to represent their electorate in the European Parliament in Strasbourg, France, and Brussels. 
Kira Marie Peter-Hansen was shocked when she found herself elected to the European Parliament on a Danish Independent Greens party ticket five years ago, at barely 20 years old. "I never expected to get elected, so I never planned for that either. And it wasn't part of my childhood dreams." Yet, she was thrown into EU politics at the deep end.
Working the hallowed halls of Parliament early on not only had her puzzled but EU politicians and staff too. "People thinking I'm an intern. And then checking my badge," she said. "The first half year was super difficult and confusing."

    


But she grew into it. 
"So the last time I was the youth candidate. Now, I am the leading candidate while being young," Peter-Hansen said. 
If there is one thing she has learned over the past five years, it is that there are few specific youth-versus-elderly issues that need specific approaches.
"A lot of younger (and) a lot of older voters are concerned by the climate crisis, the nature crisis. So there are some places where we can meet across generations," she said. 
Many members of extreme right and populist parties expect that the youngsters will unite with the elderly in rejecting the traditional powers and parties that have ruled the EU Parliament for so long. 
"They look at the future and the future looks grim," said Tom Vandendriessche of the far-right Flemish Interest party, which is part of the Identity and Democracy Group.
"How could they have trust in these traditional parties ... that have been governing us for decades and who brought us into this mess," he said, mentioning the issues of migration and terrorism. "They are looking for answers which are different." 

    


Manon Aubry, a member of Parliament from the hard left France Unbowed party, pointed to different issues for the young to get riled up about, such as social exclusion, inequality and poverty. Aubry insisted the elections are the ideal moment to stand up to anyone from the Hungarian prime minister to the French president to the head of the world's largest luxury goods company. 
"It's the only time, the only place when you, me, any youth has as much power as Viktor Orban, as Emmanuel Macron, as Bernard Arnault, one of the richest guys in the European Union," she said. 
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4 Pakistanis killed by Iranian border guards in remote southwestern region, Pakistani officials say
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                                        QUETTA, Pakistan (AP) -- Iranian border guards opened fire at a vehicle carrying a group of Pakistanis, killing four people and wounding two others in a remote area in the southwest, Pakistani officials said Thursday.
The incident happened near the border village of Mashkel in Baluchistan province on Wednesday, local police said. Government administrator Sahibzada Asfand said it was unclear why the Iranian forces opened fire.
Local police say the bodies of the four men had been handed over to their families.
There was no immediate comment from Tehran or Pakistan's Foreign Ministry.
Security forces on both sides often arrest smugglers and insurgents who operate in the region. Pakistan in tit-for-tat strikes in January targeted alleged militant hideouts inside Iran, killing at least nine people in retaliation for a similar attack by Iran.
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VP Harris to address US Air Force Academy graduates

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during a campaign event in Elkins Park, Pa., May 8, 2024. Vice President Harris will speak at the U.S. Air Force Academy graduation on Thursday, May 30, in Colorado, her first address at the ceremony that launches cadets into the Air Force or Space Force with pomp and the roar of jets. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)]
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                                        COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. (AP) -- Vice President Kamala Harris will speak at the U.S. Air Force Academy graduation on Thursday in Colorado, her first address at the ceremony that launches cadets into the Air Force or Space Force with pomp and the roar of jets. 
President Joe Biden spoke last year to graduates, who will become second lieutenants, thanking them for choosing "service over self," and noting the challenges ahead for the country and the world, from Russia's invasion of Ukraine to America's rivalry with China. After greeting graduates with salutes and handshakes, the president took a spill on stage, later saying he'd tripped over a sandbag. He was uninjured.
Harris will speak in Falcon Stadium, which can host upwards of 46,000 people, during an election year, as details of a debate between Harris and Donald Trump's yet-to-be-chosen running mate are being negotiated.

    


The commencement in Colorado Springs, Colorado, about an hour's drive south of Denver, will wrap with graduates pitching their caps into the air as the world-renowned U.S. Air Force Air Demonstration Squadron, the Thunderbirds, zip past overhead.
Former Vice President Mike Pence spoke at the ceremony in 2020, when the event was scaled down to account for the COVID-19 pandemic.
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AP interview: Divisions among the world's powerful nations are undermining UN efforts to end crises

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Jean-Pierre Lacroix, U.N. under-secretary-general for peace operations, speaks at the U.N. Peacekeeping ministerial meeting at the Accra International Conference Center in Ghana, Dec. 6, 2023. Lacroix said in an interview with The Associated Press that deep divisions, especially among the world's most powerful nations, have significantly undermined what the United Nations can do to help nations move from conflict to peace. (AP Photo/Misper Apawu, File)]
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                                        UNITED NATIONS (AP) -- Deep divisions especially among the world's most powerful nations have significantly undermined what the United Nations can do to help nations move from conflict to peace, the U.N. peacekeeping chief said.
Jean-Pierre Lacroix told The Associated Press in an interview that these divisions - most notably between the U.S. and the West on one side and Russia and often China on the other -- don't only affect peacekeeping but everything the United Nations does in trying to promote peace and security.
The result is that in some cases the rivalry can lead to the presence of U.N. peacekeepers being questioned by the parties to the conflict -- or even asked to leave, as happened in Mali and is happening in Congo, he said.
Twenty years ago, Lacroix said, a united international community pushed in the same direction as the United Nations to restore peace to East Timor, Liberia, Sierra Leone and Cambodia.

    


"But we don't have that anymore," he said ahead of the International Day of U.N. Peacekeepers on Wednesday.
"Yes, we still have a U.N. presence in many different crisis situations, but we don't have the same united, committed push of the membership to advance those political agreements between the parties," he said. "And sometimes, those agreements just unravel or they stagnate and create frustration."




Four years ago, the United Nations had approximately 110,000 peacekeepers deployed in 13 missions around the world. Today, there are about 80,000 military and civilians in 11 peacekeeping operations.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

At the same time, as Switzerland's U.N. ambassador told the Security Council last week, there are over 120 armed conflicts around the world and millions of people are suffering.
What actions could really make a difference? "It's a million-dollar question," Lacroix said.
In many situations today, he said, multiple foreign countries are intervening on behalf of their own interests.

    


He pointed to the Central African Republic, Somalia, Sudan, Libya and Mali as examples, adding "the list is long and expanding."
Last July, U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres said the post-Cold War period is over, and the world is moving toward a new multipolar era already marked by the highest level of geopolitical tensions and major power competition in decades.
He warned that these divisions are undermining the cornerstone of the United Nations - having all countries work together to solve global challenges. And he outlined his "New Agenda for Peace" to address the new threats facing the world, stressing the importance of multilateralism.
Lacroix said in many crises where peacekeepers are involved, the U.N. is seeing an increasing influence of the drivers of conflict that are not properly addressed -- inequality, poverty, the impact of climate change and transnational criminal activities.
The undersecretary-general for peace operations said much more needs to be done to address the drivers of conflict as well as terrorism, and this can only be done multilaterally with countries working together.

    


"The more division we have, the more we're incapable to address crises, then the more challenging it is to deal effectively with those pressing global challenges," Lacroix said.
In outlining his "New Agenda for Peace" last year, Guterres said that while peacekeepers have saved millions of lives, "longstanding unresolved conflicts, driven by complex domestic, geopolitical and transnational factors, and a persistent mismatch between mandates and resources, have exposed its limitations."
Put bluntly, he said, "peacekeeping operations cannot succeed when there is no peace to keep."
The secretary-general's proposed peace agenda urges nations to move toward "nimble, adaptable" peacekeeping models with exit strategies, and to support "peace enforcement action by regional and sub-regional organizations" that are mandated by the Security Council, paid for by U.N. member states, and backed by political efforts to promote peace.
It will be high on the agenda at the "Summit of the Future" Guterres has invited world leaders to at September's annual gathering. The summit is aimed at trying to repair what Guterres has called "a great fracture" among nations and promote the United Nations' founding objective after World War II - to bring nations together and save future generations from war.

    


Lacroix said there seems to be a consensus that the drivers of conflict are global threats, but other challenges also need to be on the table as the U.N. contemplates peace operations in the future.
"How do we deal with the new technologies that can be enablers of conflict?" he said, pointing to digital technology and artificial intelligence that promote fake news and disinformation.
The United Nations has no standing military force, and its peacekeepers who wear distinctive blue berets or helmets are contributed by member nations.

    


"We will never have a mandate to do peace enforcement, which is another name for war," Lacroix said. "And we would never find troop contributing countries to do that because it's a very different proposition."
He stressed this doesn't mean U.N. peacekeeping is being replaced. Rather, it means there should be other models like the arrangement the U.N. now has with the African Union. In December, the Security Council adopted a resolution to consider African Union requests for U.N. member nations to fund African-led peace support operations - a key AU goal. 
Richard Gowan, U.N. director for the International Crisis Group, his colleague Daniel Forti and African legal scholar Solomon Dersso presented an assessment of U.N. peace operations to a U.N. police retreat in February which concluded they are "in a period of change with no clear end in sight."
"In contrast to the early 2000s, when the Security Council treated blue helmet operations as a `go to' response to many civil wars," they said, "we have entered a period in which the Security Council, regional organizations and individual states are turning to a wide range of alternative security options to deal with new crises."
The three analysts said the options range from regional peace enforcement missions, as the African Union has carried out in Somalia, to bilateral deployments by one country, like Russia in Mali, and mercenary forces such as Russia's Wagner Group which is reportedly still operating in Mali, the Central African Republic and elsewhere in Africa.
"We need to have a greater variety of options to address crises," Lacroix said. 
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North Korea fires missile barrage toward its eastern waters days after failed satellite launch

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The South Korean military on Tuesday released a video showing its surveillance of a North Korean rocket exploding in mid-air shortly after its launch. The footage was filmed by a military patrol ship deployed in the country's northwestern island region, the South Korean Joint Chiefs of Staff said. The rocket launched by North Korea to deploy the country's second spy satellite exploded after liftoff Monday, state media reported, in a setback for leader Kim Jong Un's hopes to field satellites to monitor the U.S. and South Korea.
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    [image: A news program broadcasts a file image of a missile launch by North Korea, at the Seoul Railway Station in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, May 30, 2024. North Korea on Thursday fired a barrage of ballistic missiles toward its eastern sea, according to South Korea's military, days after its attempt to launch a military reconnaissance satellite ended in failure but still drew strong condemnation from its rivals. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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[image: Japan's Prime Minister Fumio Kishida speaks to reporters following North Korea's missile launch, at his office in Tokyo Thursday, May 30, 2024. North Korea on Thursday fired a barrage of suspected ballistic missiles toward its eastern sea, according to South Korea's military, days after its attempt to launch a military reconnaissance satellite ended in failure but still drew strong condemnation from its rivals. (Kyodo News via AP)]
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[image: People watch a news program broadcasting a file image of a missile launch by North Korea, at the Seoul Railway Station in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, May 30, 2024. North Korea on Thursday fired a barrage of ballistic missiles toward its eastern sea, according to South Korea's military, days after its attempt to launch a military reconnaissance satellite ended in failure but still drew strong condemnation from its rivals. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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[image: A news program broadcasts a file image of a missile launch by North Korea, at the Seoul Railway Station in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, May 30, 2024. North Korea on Thursday fired a barrage of ballistic missiles toward its eastern sea, according to South Korea's military, days after its attempt to launch a military reconnaissance satellite ended in failure but still drew strong condemnation from its rivals. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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[image: A news program broadcasts a file image of a missile launch by North Korea, at the Seoul Railway Station in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, May 30, 2024. North Korea on Thursday fired a barrage of ballistic missiles toward its eastern sea, according to South Korea's military, days after its attempt to launch a military reconnaissance satellite ended in failure but still drew strong condemnation from its rivals. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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[image: People watch a news program broadcasting a file image of a missile launch by North Korea, at the Seoul Railway Station in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, May 30, 2024. North Korea on Thursday fired a barrage of ballistic missiles toward its eastern sea, according to South Korea's military, days after its attempt to launch a military reconnaissance satellite ended in failure but still drew strong condemnation from its rivals. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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[image: A news program broadcasts a file image of a missile launch by North Korea, at the Seoul Railway Station in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, May 30, 2024. North Korea on Thursday fired a barrage of ballistic missiles toward its eastern sea, according to South Korea's military, days after its attempt to launch a military reconnaissance satellite ended in failure but still drew strong condemnation from its rivals. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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A news program broadcasts a file image of a missile launch by North Korea, at the Seoul Railway Station in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, May 30, 2024. North Korea on Thursday fired a barrage of ballistic missiles toward its eastern sea, according to South Korea's military, days after its attempt to launch a military reconnaissance satellite ended in failure but still drew strong condemnation from its rivals. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: A TV screen shows a file image of North Korean leader Kim Jong Un during a news program at the Seoul Railway Station in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, May 30, 2024. North Korea on Thursday fired a barrage of suspected ballistic missiles toward its eastern sea, according to South Korea's military, days after its attempt to launch a military reconnaissance satellite ended in failure but still drew strong condemnation from its rivals. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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A TV screen shows a file image of North Korean leader Kim Jong Un during a news program at the Seoul Railway Station in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, May 30, 2024. North Korea on Thursday fired a barrage of suspected ballistic missiles toward its eastern sea, according to South Korea's military, days after its attempt to launch a military reconnaissance satellite ended in failure but still drew strong condemnation from its rivals. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- North Korea on Thursday fired a barrage of suspected ballistic missiles toward its eastern sea, according to South Korea's military, days after its attempt to launch a military reconnaissance satellite ended in failure but still drew strong condemnation from its rivals.
South Korea's Joint Chiefs of Staff said it detected the North firing around 10 projectiles that appeared to be short-range ballistic missiles from an area near its capital, Pyongyang. It said the suspected missiles flew around 350 kilometers (217 miles) before landing in waters off the North's eastern coast. It said the South Korean military has increased surveillance and vigilance and is closely sharing information with the United States and Japan.
Japan's coast guard issued a maritime safety advisory over the North Korean launches and urged ships to exercise caution if they find any fallen objects. Japan's Prime Minister Fumio Kishida told reporters that the suspected missiles were believed to have landed in waters outside of Japan's exclusive economic zone and there were no immediate reports of damages. He said Tokyo "strongly condemns" the launches, which are in violation of U.N. Security Council resolutions against the North. 

    


Tensions on the Korean Peninsula have increased in recent months as the pace of both North Korea's weapons testing and South Korea's combined military exercises with the United States and Japan have intensified in a cycle of tit-for-tat.




Thursday's launches came after North Korea flew hundreds of trash-carrying balloons toward the South since Tuesday night in retaliation against South Korean activists flying anti-North Korean propaganda leaflets across the border. North Korean leader Kim Jong Un had warned of unspecified "overwhelming actions" against South Korea after it staged an aerial exercise involving 20 fighter jets near the inter-Korean border hours before North Korea attempted to launch its second military reconnaissance satellite. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The rocket exploded shortly after liftoff, but Kim has urged his military scientists to overcome the failure and continue developing space-based reconnaissance capabilities, which he described as crucial for monitoring U.S. and South Korean military activities and enhancing the threat of his nuclear-capable missiles. Also on Thursday, North Korea hit back at international condemnation of its failed satellite launch, which drew strong rebukes from the United Nations and other countries as it involves technologies used for developing intercontinental range ballistic missiles. The North had successfully launched its first military spy satellite in November, but Monday's failure posed a possible setback to Kim's plans to launch three more military spy satellites in 2024. "We will never tolerate any moves of the hostile forces to violate the inviolable sphere under the exercise of sovereignty nor step back from having access to the space reconnaissance capability which should be done surely no matter what others may say," North Korean Vice Foreign Minister Kim Son Gyong said in a statement published on state media.

    


Kim Son Gyong's statement came as response to U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres' condemnation of Monday's launch, which he called a violation of Security Council resolutions that prohibit the North from conducting any launches involving ballistic missile technology.

    


Thursday's launches were the latest in a series of weapons tests by North Korea. 
On May 17, South Korea's military said that North Korea fired suspected short-range ballistic missiles off its east coast. North Korea later said it tested a tactical ballistic missile with a new autonomous navigation system.
The North this year tested various cruise missiles and artillery systems and flight-tested what it described as a solid-fuel intermediate range missile with hypersonic warhead capabilities. Experts say it is designed to reach remote U.S. targets in the Pacific, including the military hub of Guam.
___
AP journalist Mari Yamaguchi in Tokyo contributed to this report.
___
Follow AP's Asia-Pacific coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/asia-pacific

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/north-korea-missile-test-kim-jong-un-tensions-89bbe080f9670093a4d9b47e66fd65fc
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The Panda Party is back on as giant pandas will return to Washington's National Zoo by year's end

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Half a year after the nation's capital bid an emotional farewell to its giant pandas, the National Zoo is expecting a renewed surge in panda-mania with the announcement that two more of the furry black-and-white icons will be returning to Washington.
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            2 new giant pandas are coming to Washington's National Zoo from China by the end of the year

        
        
            Two new giant pandas are returning to Washington's National Zoo this year, about half a year after the zoo sent its three pandas back to China. Other zoos also have sent pandas back as loan agreements lapsed during heightened diplomatic tensions.
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    [image: In this combo image, two-year-old male giant panda Bao Li in his habitat at Shenshuping Base in Wolong, China, May 16, 2024, left, and two-year-old female giant panda Qing Bao in her habitat at Dujiangyan Base in Sichuan, China, May 17, 2024, right. The two new giant pandas are returning to Washington's National Zoo from China this year. The announcement from the Smithsonian Institution on Wednesday comes about half a year after the zoo sent its three pandas back to China. (Roshan Patel, Smithsonian's National Zoo and Conservation Biology Institute via AP)]
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[image: Two-year-old male giant panda Bao Li in his habitat at Shenshuping Base in Wolong, China, May 16, 2024. Two new giant pandas are returning to Washington's National Zoo from China this year. The announcement from the Smithsonian Institution on Wednesday comes about half a year after the zoo sent its three pandas back to China. (Roshan Patel, Smithsonian's National Zoo and Conservation Biology Institute via AP)]
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[image: Two-year-old female giant panda Qing Bao in her habitat at Dujiangyan Base in Sichuan, China, May 17, 2024. Two new giant pandas are returning to Washington's National Zoo from China this year. The announcement from the Smithsonian Institution on Wednesday comes about half a year after the zoo sent its three pandas back to China. (Roshan Patel, Smithsonian's National Zoo and Conservation Biology Institute via AP)]
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Two-year-old female giant panda Qing Bao in her habitat at Dujiangyan Base in Sichuan, China, May 17, 2024. Two new giant pandas are returning to Washington's National Zoo from China this year. The announcement from the Smithsonian Institution on Wednesday comes about half a year after the zoo sent its three pandas back to China. (Roshan Patel, Smithsonian's National Zoo and Conservation Biology Institute via AP)
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[image: FILE - Giant pandas eat bamboo at the Smithsonian's National Zoo, May 4, 2022, in Washington. Two giant pandas are coming to Washington's National Zoo from China by the end of the year. The zoo made the announcement Wednesday, about half a year after it sent its three pandas back to China. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)]
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[image: FILE - Giant panda Xiao Qi Ji eats bamboo in his enclosure at the Smithsonian National Zoo in Washington, Sept. 28, 2023. Two giant pandas are coming to Washington's National Zoo from China by the end of the year. The zoo made the announcement Wednesday, about half a year after it sent its three pandas back to China. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)]
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[image: FILE - Panda cub Bao Bao hangs from a tree in her habitat at the National Zoo in Washington on her first birthday, Aug. 23, 2014. Two giant pandas are coming to Washington's National Zoo from China by the end of the year. The zoo made the announcement Wednesday, about half a year after it sent its three pandas back to China. (AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais, File)]
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 11
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[image: FILE - In this Aug. 23, 2015 file photo, The Smithsonian National Zoo's Giant Panda Mei Ziang, sleeps in the indoor habitat at the zoo in Washington. Two giant pandas are coming to Washington's National Zoo from China by the end of the year. The zoo made the announcement Wednesday, about half a year after it sent its three pandas back to China. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)]
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[image: FILE - Giant panda Tian Tian eats bamboo in his enclosure at the Smithsonian's National Zoo in Washington, Sept. 28, 2023. Two giant pandas are coming to Washington's National Zoo from China by the end of the year. The zoo made the announcement Wednesday, about half a year after it sent its three pandas back to China. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)]
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[image: FILE - Bao Bao, the beloved 3-year-old panda at the National Zoo in Washington, enjoys a final morning in her bamboo-filled habitat before her one-way flight to China to join a panda breeding program, Feb. 21, 2017. Two giant pandas are coming to Washington's National Zoo from China by the end of the year. The zoo made the announcement Wednesday, about half a year after it sent its three pandas back to China. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)]
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[image: FILE - Giant panda Xiao Qi Ji plays at his enclosure at the Smithsonian National Zoo in Washington, Sept. 28, 2023. Two giant pandas are coming to Washington's National Zoo from China by the end of the year. The zoo made the announcement Wednesday, about half a year after it sent its three pandas back to China. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)]
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[image: FILE- Panda cub Bao Bao, right, and her mother Mei Xiang are seen in their habitat at the National Zoo in Washington, Aug. 23, 2014.Two giant pandas are coming to Washington's National Zoo from China by the end of the year. The zoo made the announcement Wednesday, about half a year after it sent its three pandas back to China. (AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Months after the nation's capital bid an emotional farewell to its giant pandas, the National Zoo is expecting a renewed surge in panda-mania with the announcement that two more of the furry black-and-white icons will be coming to Washington. 
The zoo announced Wednesday that a fresh agreement had been struck with the Chinese government, and a pair of adult pandas would be arriving from China by the end of the year. The Smithsonian's National Zoo and Conservation Biology Institute said the incoming pair are Bao Li (pronounced BOW'-lee) and Qing Bao (ching-BOW'). 
"We're thrilled to announce the next chapter of our breeding and conservation partnership begins by welcoming two new bears, including a descendent of our beloved panda family, to Washington, D.C.," said Brandie Smith, the zoo's director. "This historic moment is proof positive our collaboration with Chinese colleagues has made an irrefutable impact."

    


Giant pandas are prized in Washington and around the nation and the world. The number of pandas in American zoos has dwindled as loan agreements lapsed during diplomatic tensions between the U.S. and China that remain high. Washington's three pandas returned to China last November. 




Word of the new exchange agreement spread quickly through the National Zoo grounds Wednesday, with multiple signs announcing "The Pandas Are Coming!" and fresh displays of panda-themed merchandise holding a prominent place in the gift shops. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Sofia Valle, an 8th grader from Bear, Delaware, came with a school group hoping to see pandas and unaware that the zoo is currently panda-free. Instead she and her classmates -- all wearing panda-ear headbands -- posed for pictures in front of a Giant Panda statue and discussed coming back after the new bears arrive.
"They're my favorite animal," Valle said. "They're so fluffy! And they're lazy like me."

    


Panda fever also means business for the area around the zoo. At Baked By Yael, a bakery across the street from one of the main entrances, panda-themed cake pops and T-shirts never stopped selling, even after the bears had left.
"We are super super excited," said owner Yael Krigman. "Honestly, we never gave up faith. We knew they were going to come back eventually."
When they arrive, the pandas will spend several weeks in quarantine with limited human contact as zoo staffers work to acclimate them to their new environment.
"This is huge. I can't wait. It couldn't have come any sooner," said Mariel Lally, one of the zoo's panda keepers. "Pandas are such an incredible species."
Chinese President Xi Jinping had signaled during a trip in late 2023 that China would be sending new pandas to the United States. He called them "envoys of friendship between the Chinese and American peoples."
The zoo accompanied the announcement with a light-hearted video featuring Smith, Smithsonian Institution Secretary Lonnie G. Bunch III and first lady Jill Biden. The trio in the video are gathered to discuss protocol for a reception to welcome unnamed honored guests. When Biden asks about attire and menu, Smith dryly replies that the impending guests are "strict vegetarians" who are "partial to black and white." 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: The Panda Party is back on as giant pandas will return to Washington's National Zoo by year's end
    

    
    
    AP Washington correspondent Sagar Meghani reports the nation's capital will again host iconic guests from China.

    


    


Last November, giant pandas Tian Tian and Mei Xiang and their cub, Xiao Qi Ji, went back to China, prompting a nationwide outpouring of farewell from millions of U.S. panda fans of all ages. The trio's departure left only one panda family remaining in American zoos, at Zoo Atlanta, and those remain scheduled to return to China later this year. 
Zoo Atlanta is making preparations to return panda parents Lun Lun and Yang Yang along with their American-born twins Ya Lun and Xi Lun, zoo officials said earlier this month.
It's possible that America will welcome another new panda pair before the Atlanta bears depart. The San Diego Zoo said last month that staff members recently traveled to China to meet pandas Yun Chuan and Xin Bao, which could arrive in California as soon as this summer. A separate agreement was also announced to send a breeding pair of pandas to San Francisco as well. 

    


Pandas have been a symbol of U.S.-China friendship since Beijing sent a pair to the National Zoo in 1972, ahead of the normalization of bilateral relations. Later, Beijing loaned pandas to other U.S. zoos, with proceeds going back to panda conservation programs.
When U.S-China relations began to sour in recent years, members of the Chinese public started to demand the return of giant pandas. Unproven allegations that U.S. zoos mistreated the pandas, known as China's "national treasure," flooded China's social media.
The National Zoo said the pandas coming to Washington are:
-- Bao Li, a 2-year-old male whose name means "treasure" and "energetic." He was born Aug. 4, 2021, at the China Conservation and Research Center for the Giant Panda in Sichuan to father An An and mother Bao Bao. The zoo said Bao Li's mother was born at the zoo in 2013, and his grandparents Tian Tian and Mei Xiang lived at the zoo from 2000 to 2023. It was Mei Xiang and Tian Tian, along with their cub Xiao Qi Ji, who left the zoo in November.

    


-- Qing Bao, a 2-year-old female whose name means "green" and "treasure." She was born Sept. 12, 2021.
A research and breeding agreement with the Chinese runs through April 2034 and, like previous ones, says any cubs born at the zoo will move to China by age 4, according to the announcement. The zoo will pay a $1 million annual fee to the China Wildlife Conservation Association to support research and conservation efforts in China.
___
AP writer Ashraf Khalil contributed to this article.
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Iran says Saudi Arabia has expelled 6 state media journalists ahead of the Hajj after detaining them

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This is a locator map for Saudi Arabia with its capital, Riyadh. (AP Photo)]
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                                        DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) -- Iran said Wednesday that Saudi Arabia expelled six members of a crew from its state television broadcaster after they had been detained for nearly a week in the kingdom ahead of the Hajj. Saudi Arabia said the men had been working in violation of the visas they received. 
The incident comes a year after Riyadh and Tehran reached a Chinese-mediated detente. However, there have been tensions for decades between the Sunni and Shiite powerhouses over the holy sites in the kingdom, particularly around the upcoming Hajj pilgrimage. 
Iranian state TV described the arrests as beginning over a week ago when three crew members were detained while recording a Quranic reading at the Prophet Muhammad's mosque in Medina. It offered no detail about what sparked their detention, but said the men after "several hours of questioning" ended up held at a police detention center. 

    


Two days after that, Saudi police detained a journalist from Iran's Arabic-language Al Alam channel and another state TV journalist after they got out of a car to attend a prayer service with Iranian pilgrims, state TV said. Another radio journalist was detained at a hotel in Medina. 




It said the six men later were released and expelled to Iran without the opportunity to take part in the Hajj, a pilgrimage required of all able-bodied Muslims once in their lives. The expulsion came after efforts by both state TV and Iran's Foreign Ministry to have the men released. Iranian state TV insisted the men committed no crime and that their detention was unwarranted. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"They were carrying out their normal and routine task when this happened and they were arrested," said Peyman Jebeli, the head of Iran's state broadcaster, known as Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting. "We are not aware of the reason they were arrested and sent back to the country."

    


Saudi Arabia's Center for International Communication told The Associated Press early Thursday that the Iranians detained had been in the kingdom on visas only allowing them to perform the Hajj, not work as journalists. 
They "engaged in activities that are incompatible with the type of visas granted to them in violation of the kingdom's residency regulations," the center said. 
Both Iran and Saudi Arabia are considered "not free" under rankings by the Washington-based organization Freedom House, with scores of zero in their metric on whether a country has a free and independent press.
Iran, the largest Shiite Muslim country in the world, and Sunni powerhouse Saudi Arabia severed diplomatic ties in 2016 after Saudi Arabia executed prominent Saudi Shiite cleric Nimr al-Nimr. Angry Iranians protesting the execution stormed two Saudi diplomatic missions in Iran.
Last year, Chinese mediation restored ties despite Saudi Arabia still being locked in a yearslong stalemated war with Iranian-backed Houthi rebels in Yemen. 
Saudi Arabia had previously severed ties with Iran from 1988 to 1991 over rioting during the Hajj in 1987 and Iran's attacks on shipping in the Persian Gulf. That diplomatic freeze saw Iran halt pilgrims from attending the Hajj in Saudi Arabia. Iranian pilgrims briefly were stopped from attending Hajj over the most-recent round of tensions as well. 

    


Iran has insisted in the past that its pilgrims be allowed to hold large-scale "disavowal of infidels" ceremonies -- rallies denouncing Israel and Saudi ally the United States. Saudi Arabia bans such political demonstrations at Hajj, which is attended by about 2 million Muslims from around the world.
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Provinces reject governance change, sparking fears of a "civil war" in New Zealand rugby

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: All Blacks captain Sam Cane leads his team onto the field for the second Bledisloe Rugby test between the All Blacks and the Wallabies at Eden Park in Auckland, New Zealand, Sunday, Oct. 18, 2020. Cane announced Monday May 13, 2024 that he was retiring from international rugby at the end of the 2024 season. (AP Photo/Mark Baker)]
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                                        WELLINGTON, New Zealand (AP) -- Domestic provinces have overwhelmingly rejected a new governance plan for New Zealand Rugby in a move some observers fear will fracture the national sport along amateur and professional lines.
At a special general meeting Thursday, the 26 provincial unions voted down a new governance system which had been recommended by an independent panel and which was favored by the sport's national organizers. They voted instead for a system which is closer to the status quo and ensures the provinces are represented on the NZR board.
The New Zealand Rugby Players' Association, which represents the country's professional players, had threatened to break away from the national body and set up a separate commercial entity if the new governance plan was not adopted.
In a statement released immediately after the vote, NZRPA chief executive Rob Nichol condemned the provinces, saying the governance changes had wide support from NZR, Super Rugby clubs, professional players and some provincial unions.

    


"The expert panel laid out what we needed to do perfectly in their recommendations," he said. "It was a great opportunity for the game to make the changes required.




"It's incredibly unfortunate we haven't taken that opportunity and ended up with what the expert labeled status quo or worse." 
The general meeting voted 59-31 against the system recommended by the expert panel, and 61-31 in favor of an alternative proposal which ensures provinces are represented on the board. Provincial unions have differing numbers of votes depending on their size, and proposals needed a two-thirds majority to pass.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The panel findings were released last year in a report authored by David Pilkington. The report said the existing governance system is not fit for purpose in the professional era and change is urgently needed. 
It said New Zealand has too many professional players and that the National Rugby Championship, contested by provincial unions, is not fit for purpose.

    


The report said necessary change is being delayed because NZR does not want to antagonize the provinces.
"The member unions are financially dependent on NZR. We would expect the national body to use this point of leverage to resolve these kinds of problems," the report said. 
The Pilkington report recommended the current NZR board should be replaced by a board of nine members selected by an independent appointment panel. Appointments would favor members with business or governance experience over rugby knowledge.
The alternative proposal, backed by the Auckland, Wellington, Canterbury, Hawkes Bay, Bay of Plenty, North Harbour and Northland unions, would reserve three places on a nine-member board for provincial representatives.
Fears of a "civil war" in New Zealand rugby have been heightened by a letter written by the NZRPA to New Zealand Rugby this week.
The letter warned that if the provincial unions get their way "the professional players will no longer pass to NZRU, via a collective employment agreement, the right to govern the professional game."

    


"A new body will be established to govern the professional game in New Zealand. Directors appointed by the professional players will represent the players on this body and on other bodies such as NZRC (New Zealand Rugby Commercial)."
The rift between the professional and amateur ranks of rugby have been exacerbated by NZR's decision last year to sell a percentage of its commercial rights to the California-based investment company Silver Lake.
The decision is seen to have accelerated the push for a more commercial governance model.
___
AP rugby: https://apnews.com/hub/rugby
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Republican blocks confirmation of first Native American federal judge for Montana

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - U.S. Sen. Steve Daines, R-Mont., arrives as the Senate prepares to advance the $95 billion aid package for Ukraine, Israel and Taiwan passed by the House, April 23, 2024, at the Capitol in Washington. Officials said Wednesday, May 29, that Daines blocked a Biden administration judicial nominee who would have been the state's first Native American federal judge. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)]
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                                        BILLINGS, Mont. (AP) -- A Republican lawmaker from Montana blocked a Biden administration judicial nominee who would have been the state's first Native American federal district court judge, officials said Wednesday.
Attorney Danna Jackson with the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes had been nominated last month by President Joe Biden. The post requires Senate confirmation.
Sen. Steve Daines blocked Jackson from consideration because the administration never sought his consent prior to her nomination, said Rachel Dumke, a spokesperson for the lawmaker.
"Senator Daines believes confirming federal judges with lifetime tenure is among the most important decisions he will make and that these individuals must be trusted to not legislate from the bench," Dumke said in an emailed statement.
A White House spokesperson refuted Dumke's assertion and said members of Daines' team had interviewed Jackson last year but that the senator refused to meet with her.

    


"This claimed lack of consultation seems to be little more than pretext, and it's shameful that Senator Daines is depriving Montana of the talents of a principled, fair, and impartial jurist like Danna Jackson," said Deputy Press Secretary Andrew Bates.




Daines' opposition was earlier reported by Bloomberg Law.
The overwhelming majority of federal judges are white men, according to the American Bar Association.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Out of more than 1,400 federal judges as of late last year, only four were Native American and two others identified as partially Native, according to the association. That's less than 1% of federal judges, whereas Native Americans make up almost 3% of the U.S. population.
Jackson did not immediately respond to a voice message seeking comment left with the Salish and Kootenai legal department. 
She previously served as an attorney in the U.S. Department of Interior and as chief legal counsel for the Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation.

    


Her nomination was supported by Montana's senior U.S. senator, Democrat Jon Tester, and representatives of the National Congress of American Indians and the Native American Rights Fund. Tester said Jackson was well qualified.
The Senate last week confirmed the 200th federal judge of Biden's tenure, about a month earlier than when former President Donald Trump hit that mark in his term.
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At Sen. Bob Menendez's bribery trial, prosecutors highlight his wife's desperate finances
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    [image: CORRECTS DAY OF WEEK TO TUESDAY INSTEAD OF MONDAY - Sen. Robert Menendez, D-N.J., arrives at federal court, Tuesday, May 28, 2024. Menendez is accused of taking bribes of cash, gold bars and a luxury car in exchange for favors performed for several New Jersey businessmen. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Prosecutors at Sen. Bob Menendez's bribery trial showed jurors hundreds of texts, emails and phone calls over two days that show his girlfriend-turned-wife's desperate financial situation before New Jersey businessmen she had long known came to the rescue.
Prosecutors elicited the evidence through the testimony of an FBI agent for a second day Wednesday as they sought to show that Menendez, 70, conspired with three businessmen and his wife, Nadine Menendez, 57, in a bribery scheme that enriched the couple with gold bars, hundreds of thousands of dollars in cash and a luxury car.
The Menendezes and two of the businessmen have pleaded not guilty, while the third pleaded guilty and is scheduled to testify. Nadine Menendez's trial was postponed until July after she was diagnosed with breast cancer. 
Through the long presentation of communications that was expected to continue into Thursday, prosecutors have sought to trace the relationship between Menendez and the woman he began dating in early 2018, known then as Nadine Arslanian.

    


Prosecutors say the trajectory of the relationship coincided with a bribery scheme that led the senator to help one businessman and codefendant, Wael Hana, win an exclusive contract with Egypt to certify all meat exported there from the United States as meeting religious requirements, while aiding two other businessmen financially and by helping them obtain favorable results with criminal cases in New Jersey. 




Jurors saw some text messages Wednesday in which Menendez and Arslanian exchanged loving sentiments, with a kissing or heart emoji. In one message Arslanian told the senator: "You can never lose me because I will never let go."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Other communications showed that during the summer of 2019, Arslanian was in danger of losing her home in Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey, after missing nearly $20,000 in mortgage payments. 

    


Hana provided the money to save the home, where Menendez moved after marrying Arslanian in 2020. Prosecutors say the money was part of bribes the couple received as the senator helped Hana's company secure its monopoly on the certifying of meat exports to Egypt. 
Defense lawyers say Menendez did nothing outside the bounds of what politicians typically do for constituents. The 13 gold bars found in a 2022 FBI raid on the home belonged to Nadine Menendez, they say, and the reason there was $480,000 in cash stuffed in jackets, boxes and a safe was because the senator was traumatized by the loss of his family's fortune before he was born.
Menendez has also said through his lawyers that his wife kept him in the dark about her financial troubles and he did nothing illegal.
Among other charges, Menendez is accused of acting as a foreign agent of Egypt. After his fall arrest, he was forced to quit his powerful post as chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee.
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Journalism groups sue Wisconsin Justice Department for names of every police officer in state

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Wisconsin Attorney General Josh Kaul speaks at a campaign stop on Oct. 27, 2022, in Milwaukee. Two groups of investigative journalists tracking police misconduct have filed a lawsuit in the hopes of forcing the Wisconsin Department of Justice to divulge the names, birthdates and disciplinary records of every officer in the state. (AP Photo/Morry Gash, File)]
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                                        MADISON, Wis., (AP) -- Two groups of investigative journalists tracking police misconduct have filed a lawsuit in the hopes of forcing the Wisconsin Department of Justice to divulge the names, birth dates and disciplinary records of every officer in the state.
The Badger Project and the Invisible Institute filed the lawsuit last Thursday in Dane County Circuit Court after the Justice Department refused to release most of the data, citing officer safety and calling the request excessive. 
"DOJ's denial is not legally sufficient to outweigh the strong public policy favoring disclosure," the journalism groups argue in the lawsuit. "The public has a heightened interest in knowing the identities of those government employees authorize to employ force -- including lethal force -- against the populace."
Justice Department spokesperson Gillian Drummond declined to comment on Wednesday. James Palmer, executive director of the Wisconsin Professional Police Association, the state's largest police union, didn't return an email seeking comment.

    


According to the lawsuit, the groups filed an open records request with the Justice Department in November seeking the full name of every officer and extensive information about each, including birth date, position and rank, the name of their current agency, start date, previous law enforcement employment history and disciplinary record. 




Paul Ferguson, an assistant attorney general in the Justice Department's Office of Open Government, responded in April with a list of officers who have been decertified or fired, or who resigned in lieu of termination or quit before an internal investigation was completed. He also supplied the journalism groups with a list of Justice Department special agents. Ferguson redacted all birth dates and positions, however, in the interest of preventing identity theft and protecting undercover officers. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Ferguson also wrote in a letter to the groups that their request was excessively burdensome, noting that about 16,000 law enforcement officers work in Wisconsin. He wrote that the Justice Department would have to contact each of the approximately 571 law enforcement agencies in the state and ask them to determine what information should be redacted about their officers. He added that the Justice Department doesn't keep disciplinary records for officers. 

    


The groups argue that Wisconsin's open records law presumes complete public access to government records. Police officers relinquish certain privacy rights and should expect public scrutiny, they maintain. 
Journalists around the country have used similar data to expose officers with criminal convictions who landed jobs with other law enforcement agencies, and the information the Wisconsin Justice Department released is insufficient to meet the needs of the groups and the public, the plaintiffs contend.
The groups say the agency hasn't explained how releasing the information they requested would endanger any officers, noting they are not seeking officers' home addresses.

    


Reviewing the data for potential redactions may be "labor intensive," but the Justice Department is a massive agency with hundreds of employees, the groups argue. The agency should be expected to handle large record requests since police oversight is so important, they say. As for checking with individual departments on redactions, the agency "cannot outsource the determinations for its own records."
Bill Lueders, president of the Wisconsin Freedom of Information Council, said the group supports the lawsuit.
"We think that Wisconsin should not have secret police," Lueders said. "There is no good reason to withhold the requested police certification and employment data, which is highly relevant to identifying instances where officers fired in one jurisdiction have been hired in another."
The Invisible Institute is a Chicago-based nonprofit journalism production company that works to hold public institutions accountable. The organization won two Pulitzer Prizes earlier this month. One of the awards was for a series on missing Black girls and women in Chicago and how racism and the police response contributed to the problem. The other award was for "You Didn't See Nothin," a podcast about the ripple effects of a 1997 hate crime on the city's South Side.

    


The Badger Project, based in Madison, describes itself on its website as a nonpartisan, nonprofit journalism organization. It won third pace in the Milwaukee Press Club's online division for best investigative story or series for a series on active Wisconsin police officers joining the far-right Oath Keepers group.
The Invisible Institute has filed a similar lawsuit seeking the names, birth years, ranks and separation history of all police officers working in Colorado. Other news organizations have filed lawsuits seeking the same information in New York and Delaware.
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Elizabeth Warren warns of efforts to limit abortion in states that have protected access

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - U.S. Sen. Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass., questions Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen during a Senate Finance Committee hearing on Capitol Hill, March 16, 2023, in Washington. Warren warned Wednesday, May 29, 2024, about additional attempts to curb access to abortion -- efforts that she said could ultimately target states like Massachusetts that have worked to protect abortion rights. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - U.S. Sen. Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass., questions Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen during a Senate Finance Committee hearing on Capitol Hill, March 16, 2023, in Washington. Warren warned Wednesday, May 29, 2024, about additional attempts to curb access to abortion -- efforts that she said could ultimately target states like Massachusetts that have worked to protect abortion rights. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)


                

            
    
    

        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            STEVE LeBLANC

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        BOSTON (AP) -- U.S. Sen. Elizabeth Warren on Wednesday warned about additional attempts to curb access to abortion -- efforts that she said could ultimately target states like Massachusetts that have worked to protect abortion rights.
Warren held a field hearing in Boston along with fellow Democratic Sen. Edward Markey, also of Massachusetts, to highlight some of those concerns following the decision by the U.S. Supreme Court in 2022 to overturn Roe v. Wade.
Even in states that have tried to enshrine abortion rights -- in 2022, Massachusetts lawmakers passed a shield law designed to protect abortion providers from out-of-state legal actions when they provide care to people living in states with abortion bans -- further restrictions loom, Warren said.
"I'm furious that millions of women have lost fundamental rights. I'm furious that their freedom to make their own decisions has been taken away by a small number of extremists," Warren said, adding that she's even more concerned about what could happen if Donald Trump wins back the White House.

    


Markey said he's also concerned about the direction of the nation's high court.




"The Supreme Court has two more cases before it that could imperil abortion care nationwide including here in Massachusetts," he said, "We are in a multi-generational war."
One of those Supreme Court cases involves a challenge from conservative groups seeking to reverse the federal approval of the drug mifepristone -- a medication used in the most common method of abortion in the United States -- or roll back policies that have made it easier to obtain.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Massachusetts Attorney General Andrea Campbell is among the critics who say that decision could end up making it harder for people in Massachusetts, where abortion is legal, to get their hands on the drug.
Not everyone in Massachusetts is opposed to increased restrictions on abortion.

    


Myrna Maloney Flynn, president of Massachusetts Citizens for Life, said elected officials opposed to limiting mail-order abortion medicine fail to consider potential health problems women could face by removing a physician from the equation.
She also faulted political figures like Warren and Markey for their criticism of pregnancy resource centers, which she described as community nonprofits that exist to offer "safe, cost-free, compassionate choices women deserve."
Critics say the centers can be confusing and are designed to persuade women not to get abortions.
"It might come as a shock to Sens. Warren, Markey and Attorney General Campbell, but not every woman experiencing an unexpected pregnancy wants an abortion," Flynn said. "Any serious roundtable discussion would consider such women and include ideas for serving them, too."
Warren also pointed to efforts around the country that would expand legal and constitutional protections for embryos and fetuses, a long-time goal of the anti-abortion movement.
She said some abortion opponents, buoyed by the defeat of Roe v. Wade, are hoping to expand the protections nationally, including into states that have protected abortion rights.
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Texas Democrat who joined GOP in supporting ban on gender-affirming care for minors loses primary

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Texas State Rep. Shawn Thierry attends a campaign event alongside over 50 African American pastors at Sunnyside Park on Saturday, May 11, 2024, in Houston. Democratic challenger Lauren Ashley Simmons defeated incumbent Thierry in the primary on Tuesday, May 28. (Karen Warren/Houston Chronicle via AP, File)]
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                                        A Texas Democratic lawmaker who broke with her party by supporting a ban on gender-affirming care for minors was ousted in a primary runoff that galvanized LGBTQ+ groups nationwide who then campaigned for her opponent in the race for the south Houston seat.
Rep. Shawn Thierry's defeat followed four terms in which the Houston lawmaker typically joined her fellow Democrats on major issues, including voting against aggressive immigration measures demanded by Republican Gov. Greg Abbott and a ban on diversity programs on college campuses. 
But she outraged Democratic colleagues when she gave a 12-minute speech on the Texas House floor last year defending a proposed ban on gender-affirming care for minors. Three other Democrats also voted for the measure, but none were as vocal as Thierry, who lost by double-digits Tuesday night to challenger Lauren Ashley Simmons, a union organizer. 

    


"Her vote was why she had a race, but when she doubled down and went really down the rabbit hole of misinformation, it energized folks in the LGBTQ community," said former Houston Mayor Annise Parker, the president and CEO of the LGBTQ+ Victory Fund, which supported Simmons' bid.




Simmons will be favored to win the seat in November in the district, which is heavily Democratic. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    


A message left Wednesday with Thierry's campaign wasn't immediately returned.
But during an emotional debate on the bill last year, Thierry said her vote in support of the ban aligned with her conscience and the values of her constituency.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I am making a decision to place the safety and well-being of all young people over the comfort of political expediency," Thierry said. "It is my core belief and conclusion that we should remain consistent in the premise that children must be given special provisions under the law as they cannot fully appreciate the long-term consequences of their actions."

    


While most Democrats support the rights, safety and visibility of LGBTQ+ adults and children, many Democrats nationally have been struggling to counter a barrage of GOP attacks on LGBTQ+ people, particularly transgender people. 
Simmons had the support of LGBTQ+ groups in Texas and nationwide. The political action committee of the Human Rights Campaign endorsed her challenge against Thierry, and called and texted more than 2,000 people in support of her bid. Equality Texas, another group, hosted block walks for Simmons, ran ads and established a website for Simmons.
Grant Martin, a political consultant with Simmons' campaign, said that while other Democrats also voted for the ban, Thierry doubled down on her support for the ban.
"Our opponent after that vote actually went on Fox News and defended her vote and spread some of these Republican talking points," Martin said.
Martin said Thierry also faced criticism for her support from several Republican campaign donors.
Thierry touted the support of Black pastors in the district that stretches across south and southwest Houston. Mark Jones, a Rice University political science professor, said the race is likely to leave an impression with other Democrats.

    


"This sends a clear message to Democratic elected officials that if you break with the party on key issues, ... you really run the risk of getting primaried and removed from office," Jones said. "It's the same type of purge and litmus test we've seen in the Republican Party recently."
___
Murphy reported from Oklahoma City and DeMillo from Little Rock, Arkansas.
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West Virginia's first ombudsman for state's heavily burdened foster care system resigns

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - West Virginia Gov. Jim Justice speaks at an election night watch party at the governor's mansion in Charleston, W.Va., May 14, 2024. The first ombudsman of West Virginia's heavily burdened foster care system has resigned. Pamela Woodman-Kaehler's resignation will take effect June 6. The state Department of Health announced her planned departure Wednesday, May 29. (AP Photo/Chris Jackson, file)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - West Virginia Gov. Jim Justice speaks at an election night watch party at the governor's mansion in Charleston, W.Va., May 14, 2024. The first ombudsman of West Virginia's heavily burdened foster care system has resigned. Pamela Woodman-Kaehler's resignation will take effect June 6. The state Department of Health announced her planned departure Wednesday, May 29. (AP Photo/Chris Jackson, file)
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                                        CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- The first ombudsman of West Virginia's heavily burdened foster care system has resigned. 
Pamela Woodman-Kaehler's resignation will take effect June 6, the state Department of Health announced in a statement. Woodman-Kaehler said she was "choosing to pursue a new opportunity," but did not provide more details. 
Woodman-Kaehler said the ombudsman's program is "exceptionally well positioned to serve West Virginia's foster care system. Elizabeth Hardy, deputy director of the foster care ombudsman's office, will serve as acting director after Woodman-Kaehler's departure. 
The ombudsman position was created by the state Legislature in 2019 to help investigate complaints and collect data about the state's foster care system. Largely overwhelmed by the opioid epidemic in a state with the most overdose deaths per capita, West Virginia also has the highest rate of children in foster care -- currently more than 6,000 in a state of around 1.8 million. 

    


The state is facing a massive ongoing class-action lawsuit filed on behalf of foster care children in 2019. The suit alleged that children's needs were going unmet because of a shortage of case workers, an over-reliance on institutionalization and a lack of mental health support. 




In 2023, state lawmakers passed a law expanding and specifying the foster care ombudsman's duties because they were concerned about her ability to independently investigate deaths, abuse and neglect involving children and the juvenile justice system.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In 2024, lawmakers voted to make the Office of Inspector General -- which houses the foster care ombudsman -- an independent agency. It was tasked with working to eliminate fraud, waste, and abuse from both within and outside the Department of Health, Department of Human Services, and Department of Health Facilities. Until this year, the three departments were formerly all under the umbrella agency Department of Health and Human Resources. 

    


During a news conference Wednesday, Gov. Jim Justice dismissed a question from a reporter asking whether Woodman-Kaehler was leaving because of a problem with the office. 
"She got a better job, guys. I mean, that's all there is to it," he said. "I mean, this business of attacking people and everything and, you know, just, you know, digging into everything, coming and going. I mean, if she's telling us she got a better job, why don't we celebrate that?"
Justice said Woodman-Kaehler did an "incredible job" in the post. Ann Urling, interim inspector general for the departments of health, human services and health facilities, said in a statement that "the state appreciates her work and her passion for serving the children of this state."
"We wish her well in all of her future endeavors," Urling said. 
Woodman-Kaehler had been a child protective services worker in Harrison County and was the state coordinator for a federally mandated review panel of the state's Bureau of Children and Families. At the time she became foster care ombudsman, she was also a certified foster parent and had also trained people to become foster parents.
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Election board member in Georgia's Fulton County abstains from certifying primary election

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - A voter leaves a polling site for the presidential primary election, March 12, 2024, in Atlanta. Fulton County, Ga.'s, election board voted on Tuesday, May 28, to certify the results of the May 21 elections. But one Republican member of the five-member board abstained after she filed a lawsuit challenging state election laws and county election rules. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - A voter leaves a polling site for the presidential primary election, March 12, 2024, in Atlanta. Fulton County, Ga.'s, election board voted on Tuesday, May 28, to certify the results of the May 21 elections. But one Republican member of the five-member board abstained after she filed a lawsuit challenging state election laws and county election rules. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson, File)
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- The election board in Georgia's largest county voted on Tuesday to certify its May 21 election results, but not before one of the board's Republican-appointed members abstained.
The abstention by Fulton County election board member Julie Adams aligns with her lawsuit seeking to more closely control election operations and to win a legal ruling finding county election boards can refuse to certify election results.
Reading a prepared statement, Adams argued she couldn't accept the results given prior election administration problems in the county, and argued that the board has illegally given its powers to employees.
"It's time to fix the problems in our elections by ensuring compliance with the law, transparency in election conduct and accuracy in results," Adams said. "And in my duty as a board member, I want to make sure that happens."

    


The other four members, including Republican-appointed Michael Heekin, voted to certify the results in what Elections Director Nadine Williams called a "very successful election."
In question is a portion of Georgia law that says county officials "shall" certify results after engaging in a process to make sure they are accurate. Those who disagree with Adams, including the Democratic Party of Georgia, argue that the law gives county election board members no wiggle room to vote against certifying results, saying the lawsuit is a ploy by the supporters of Donald Trump. 




"Trump and MAGA Republicans have made it clear they are planning to try to block certification of November's election when they are defeated again, and this is a transparent attempt to set the stage for that fight," Democratic party chair and U.S. Rep. Nikema Williams said in a statement when the party moved to intervene in the lawsuit on Friday.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The suit, backed by the Trump-aligned America First Policy Institute, argues that county election board members have the discretion to reject certification. It's not clear what would happen if a county refused to certify, although the dispute would probably end in court. A prolonged battle after the November general election could keep Georgia from awarding its 16 electoral votes on time, or prevent officials including county sheriffs and state legislators from taking office in January.

    


Adams asked Fulton County Superior Court Judge Ural Glanville to grant her temporary relief before Tuesday's vote to certify the May 21 primary, but he hasn't acted. The suit is against the Fulton County Board of Registrations and Elections, of which Adams is a member. The board hasn't yet answered the lawsuit.
The lawsuit also cites a list of materials that Adams argued she should have access to before being asked to vote on certification. During proceedings Tuesday, the board voted to provide access to its members to at least one of the items demanded in the suit -- envelopes that voters use to mail their absentee ballots to the county. 
Some other documents sought in the suit may have been provided as well -- county spokesperson Jessica Corbitt-Dominguez refused to provide a complete list, saying only that the staff "provided extensive documentation to board members in order to answer their questions about the May 21 primary election."

    


Heekin, the other Republican board member, was largely complimentary of the information provided Tuesday.
"It was very helpful in evaluating the performance in the election, and I hope we will consider this as a warmup for the fall," he said, adding that he'd like to find ways to make examination of documents go more smoothly.
But Adams said she believed she would need "days" to evaluate whether she believed results were accurate.
She also argues that the board must take back its powers from its employees, including the director.
"The BRE is currently a window dressing, and that cannot be the correct interpretation of the law," Adams said. "Currently all important decisions are made by the staff and behind closed doors. If we have no transparency to the board, what does that say for transparency to the people we serve?"

    


Board Chairperson Cathy Woolard pushed back on that claim, however, saying the board is ultimately in charge of the staff.
"We speak with one voice to our director, who then takes that direction to the rest of the staff," Woolard said.
Aaron Johnson, a Democratic-appointed member of the board, disagreed with Adams' position, saying she was disregarding improvements that the million-resident county has made in running elections.
"The problem that we have in Fulton County is the continuous misrepresentation of what actually is going on," Johnson said.
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Trump's hush money case has gone to the jury. What happens now?

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Jury deliberations have begun in Donald Trump's hush money trial, putting the outcome of the historic case in the hands of a dozen New Yorkers who have vowed to be fair and impartial in the face of their unprecedented task. (AP video: John Minchillo)


                
                
    
    Photos
                    4
                


                
    
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Former President Donald Trump, with his attorney Todd Blanche at his side, walks over to speak to the media as the jury deliberates in this trial at Manhattan Criminal Court, Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in New York. (Curtis Means/Pool Photo via AP)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- After nearly two dozen witnesses, 16 days of testimony and hours of lawyers' closing arguments, it's time for the jurors to have their say in Donald Trump's hush money trial.
Jury deliberations began Wednesday in the first criminal trial of a former U.S. president. The seven-man, five-woman panel is tasked with deciding whether Trump is guilty of any of 34 felony counts of falsifying his company's records.
Prosecutors say Trump falsified the records to veil reimbursements to his then-lawyer Michael Cohen, who had paid porn actor Stormy Daniels $130,000 in the final weeks of the 2016 campaign not to air her claim that she and Trump had sex a decade earlier.
The former president and presumptive Republican nominee has pleaded not guilty, denies any sexual interaction with Daniels and argues that the payments to Cohen were correctly designated as legal expenses in company records. 

    


Now that the case has gone to the jury, here's a look at how deliberations will work.
WHAT IS THE JURY DECIDING?
If the jury convicts Trump, it must unanimously find he created a false entry in his company's records, or caused someone else to do so, and that he did so with the intent of violating or concealing a violation of a state law making it illegal for conspirators "to promote or prevent the election of any person to a public office by unlawful means."




A conviction would mean that jurors all agreed that something unlawful was done to promote Trump's election. But they don't have to be unanimous on what that unlawful thing was. In this case, jurors could choose between three possible unlawful acts:

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

-- They could find that one of the conspirators broke the Federal Election Campaign Act, which in 2016 made it illegal for a person to give something worth more than $2,700 to a presidential campaign. It also banned corporations from contributing to a campaign.
-- They could find that other business records were falsified, including federal tax forms that Trump's company issued to Cohen, bank records associated with Cohen's payment to Daniels, or an invoice used when the National Enquirer's parent company paid Karen McDougal, a former model who claimed to have had an affair with Trump, which he denied.

    


-- They could find that false information was submitted on a tax return.
For a conviction, each juror would have to find that at least one of those unlawful things happened.
WHERE DO DELIBERATIONS HAPPEN? 
Behind closed doors in a room reserved for the jury. 
While the 12 deliberate, the six alternate jurors who have also observed the whole trial will be in a separate space in the courthouse. If a jury member is unable to continue because of illness or other reasons, an alternate juror will then take that person's place, and deliberations will begin anew.
Jurors went into deliberations after getting detailed instructions on the relevant laws in the case, what must be proven in order for them to convict, and their duty to acquit if it's not proven. They had to hand over their cellphones to court officers to hold. 
WHAT WILL WE KNOW ABOUT THE DISCUSSIONS? 
Very little. The deliberations are secret, though jurors -- whose identities are being kept from the public -- can have a court officer deliver notes from them to the judge. 

    


The first came about 3 1/2 hours into deliberations, when the jury asked to rehear some testimony from Cohen and former National Enquirer publisher David Pecker. Then, while the attorneys and court were gathering that testimony, jurors sent a request to rehear Judge Juan M. Merchan's instructions on the laws applicable to the case. 
Merchan read the jurors' notes in court and discussed with prosecutors and defense lawyers how to respond. Then jurors were brought into court for a question from the judge: whether they wanted all of the legal instructions or just part. After explaining that they could answer by note, he sent them home for the evening. 
The rereading will begin Thursday morning and will be done aloud from the trial transcript. (Jurors don't have the transcript in the jury room but do have a court laptop loaded with documents and other materials that were shown during the trial.)

    


Court-watchers sometimes speculate about what the contents of a note might imply about the deliberations, but there's no way to know for sure. 
Jurors also send a note to signal when they have reached a verdict -- or, sometimes, to say they're bogged down. 
WHERE WILL TRUMP BE IN THE MEANTIME?
He doesn't have to stay in the courtroom itself but must be in the building. During the trial, he and his attorneys and security personnel have had the use of a courtroom across the hall for breaks. 
HOW LONG WILL JURORS DELIBERATE? 
As long as they need to. The standard court day runs from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., with a break for lunch (jurors' meals will be delivered). But judges sometimes extend the hours if jurors wish. There's no limit on how many days deliberations can continue. 
DO THE JURORS GET TO GO HOME? 
Yes, at the end of each court day. The jury isn't sequestered, the legal term for isolating the panel from the outside world. That was once mandatory for many felony cases in New York state, but the requirement was lifted in 2001, and sequestration is now rare. 

    


WHAT HAPPENS IF THERE'S A VERDICT? 
Jurors will send a note, via a court officer, saying there is a verdict, but not what it is. The judge will summon Trump, his defense team and prosecutors back to the courtroom if they're not there already, and then announce that the jury has reached a verdict. 
Then the jury will be brought in, and the foreperson -- in New York, that job generally goes to the first juror chosen -- will be asked whether the jury has reached a verdict. If the answer is yes, the foreperson will then be asked what the verdict is for each count and will answer either "guilty" or "not guilty."
Then the jury likely will be asked collectively, "Is this your verdict?" Prosecutors or defense lawyers also can ask to have each juror asked the same question individually.
WHAT HAPPENS IF THERE ISN'T A VERDICT? 
If jurors send a note saying they can't agree, the judge, in consultation with both sides, must decide what to do next. Defense lawyers might seek an immediate mistrial. That could be granted, but often, the response is to call the jury in for some form of instruction to keep trying. 
Prosecutors and defense lawyers often debate what should be said. Judges may look to the New York court system's sample language for what's known as a "modified Allen charge." It urges jurors to make every possible effort to reach a verdict, and to be willing to reconsider their positions without abandoning their conscience or judgment just to go along with others. 
If deadlock notes continue, the message may be repeated or tweaked. So, too, arguments for a mistrial. There's no hard-and-fast rule about how long a jury must keep attempting to resolve differences before a mistrial can be declared. 
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Illinois General Assembly OKs $53.1B state budget, but it takes all night
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[image: FILE - Illinois House Speaker Pro-tem Jehan Gordon-Booth, listens during the Illinois Paid Leave bill signing ceremony Monday, March 13, 2023, in Chicago. Gordon-Booth is the House sponsor of a $53.1 billion budget the House was expected to approve, but had to wait until after midnight Wednesday to approve because of constitutional requirements.(AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast, file)]
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                                        SPRINGRFIELD, Ill. (AP) -- The Illinois General Assembly has adopted a $53.1 billion state budget for the year that begins July 1, but it took the House until the break of dawn on Wednesday to get it done.
Constitutional requirements that legislation be read publicly over three days before a vote is held and prompted the House to convene Tuesday for a marathon session lasting into Wednesday. The all-night drama was prolonged when some Democrats, jittery about spending, joined Republicans in denying Democrats a needed majority for a time.
Speaker Pro Tempore Jehan Gordon-Booth of Peoria, the Democrats' chief budget negotiator, said that no one was getting all they wanted in the deal.
"I truly believe that this budget puts Illinois forward," Gordon-Booth said. "Because we aren't going to be about the politics of pitting vulnerable people against one another, we are going to be about the business of lifting all of our people up."

    


Democrats hold a 78-40 advantage in the House and managed the minimum 60 votes on a tax package after multiple votes to lock up the proposal.
Earlier in the week, Senate Republicans noted that annual spending has grown $12.8 billion, or 32%, since Pritzker took office in 2019. Pritzker said he would sign the budget into law.




Republicans complained that Democrats are spending the state into future debt and blasted the acrimony of the final deliberations. Deputy Republican Leader Norine Hammond Macomb said budget-making in the House has become "an exercise in bullying and absolute power" by Democrats.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The plan includes a $350 million increase for elementary and secondary education, as prescribed by a 2017 school-funding overhaul, though a reduction was requested by the state education board in federally mandated school operations. The budget also assigns an additional $75 million for early childhood education, meaning 5,000 more seats, Gordon-Booth said.

    


The legislation also grants Pritzker's desire to provide $182 million to fund services for tens of thousands of migrants seeking asylum in the U.S., largely bused to Chicago from Texas, where they cross the border. And it provides $440 million for health care for noncitizens.
It also pays the state's full obligation to its woefully underfunded pension funds and chips in an additional $198 million to the so-called rainy day fund to for an economic downturn.
Gordon-Booth said the proposal is just 1.6% more than what will be spent this year.
Rep. C.D. Davidsmeyer, a Jacksonville Republican, noted Tuesday that what the Democrats called a balanced budget relied on transfers from dedicated funds, such as shoring up public transit with transfers of $150 million from the road fund and $50 million from a fund set aside for cleaning up leaking underground storage tanks. 
"I have a concerns that there are gimmicks in this budget that put us on a path to a giant collision in the future," Davidsmeyer told Gordon-Booth. "I hope I don't have to say, 'I told you so' when it happens." 
The business tax hikes in particular pushed the General Assembly past its adjournment deadline as lobbyists scrambled to limit the impact. But the spending plan raises $526 million by extending a cap on tax-deductible business losses at $500,000. There's also a cap of $1,000 per month on the amount retail stores may keep for their expenses in holding back state sale taxes. That would bring in about $101 million.

    


And there would be $235 million more from increased sports wagering taxes and on video gambling. Pritzker wanted the tax, paid by casino sportsbooks, to jump from 15% to 35%, but it was ultimately set on a sliding scale from 20% to 40%.
Another Pritzker victory came in eliminating the 1% tax on groceries, another of the governor's inflation-fighting proposals. But because the tax directly benefits local communities, the budget plan would allow any municipality to create its own grocery tax of up to 1% without state oversight.
And those with home-rule authority -- generally, any city or county with a population exceeding 25,000 -- would be authorized to implement a sales tax up to 1% without submitting the question to voters for approval.
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Brazil's president withdraws his country's ambassador to Israel after criticizing the war in Gaza

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva arrives for a bilateral meeting at the chancellery in Berlin, Germany, Dec. 4, 2023. Lula withdrew his ambassador to Israel on Wednesday, May 29, 2024, after months of tensions between the two countries over the war in Gaza, announced in Brazil's official gazette. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva arrives for a bilateral meeting at the chancellery in Berlin, Germany, Dec. 4, 2023. Lula withdrew his ambassador to Israel on Wednesday, May 29, 2024, after months of tensions between the two countries over the war in Gaza, announced in Brazil's official gazette. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber, File)
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                                        RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) -- Brazil withdrew its ambassador to Israel on Wednesday after months of tensions between the two countries over the war in Gaza, the latest repercussion from a South American nation over Israel's military campaign in the Palestinian territory. 
The move was announced in Brazil's official gazette. 
Israel's foreign ministry said no official message has yet been received from the Brazilian government on the matter. However, following the media reports, the Brazilian charge d'affaires was summoned to appear at the ministry on Thursday for a meeting.
Brazil's President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva has been a frequent critic of Israel's offensive in Gaza, which he compared to the Holocaust earlier this year. That led Israel's Foreign Minister Israel Katz to summon the Brazilian ambassador, Frederico Meyer, to the national Holocaust museum in Jerusalem for a public reprimand.

    


At the time, Lula called Meyer home. However, Wednesday's action represented an escalation and a diplomatic downgrade, with the Brazilian Embassy in Israel still in place but without an ambassador in the post. 




According to an official at Brazil's foreign ministry, Wednesday's removal comes in response to Meyer's humiliation by Israel's top diplomat. The official, who has knowledge of the situation, spoke on condition of anonymity as he wasn't authorized to speak publicly. 
"Any appointment of a new Brazilian ambassador to Israel will be announced in due course in a press release. For the time being, the Brazilian Embassy in Tel Aviv continues to function under the leadership of the charge d'affaires," Brazil's foreign ministry said. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Meyer has been transferred to Geneva and will join Brazil's permanent mission to the United Nations and other international organizations. 
A pro-Israel group in the country, the Israeli Confederation of Brazil, said on social media that it "regretted" the move. 

    


"The Brazilian government's unilateral measure moves us away from the Brazilian diplomatic tradition of balance and seeking dialogue and prevents Brazil from exercising its desired role as mediator and protagonist in the Middle East," it said.
The war in Gaza, now in its eighth month, began when the Palestinian militant Hamas group burst into southern Israel in a surprise attack on Oct. 7, killing some 1,200 civilians and taking around 250 hostage. 
Israel's offensive in response to that attack has killed at least 36,096 Palestinians, according to Gaza's Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between fighters and civilians in its count. Israel says it has killed 15,000 militants.
In February, Brazil's Lula said that "what is happening in the Gaza Strip and to the Palestinian people hasn't been seen in any other moment in history. Actually, it did when Hitler decided to kill the Jews."
Danielle Ayres, an international relations professor at the Federal University of Santa Catarina in southern Brazil, said Wednesday's action was "symbolic" and that by stopping short of severing diplomatic ties, Lula indicated he wants to maintain relations while strengthening the Brazilian government's position of "vehemently criticizing the way Israel is responding" to the Oct. 7 attack.

    


Separately, Brazil's foreign ministry welcomed this week's formal recognition of a Palestinian state by Ireland, Norway and Spain. Brazil recognized a Palestinian state in 2010. Tuesday's coordinated effort by the three Western European nations added to international pressure on Israel, which condemned the diplomatic move.
"By urging all other countries that have not yet done so to recognize Palestine as a sovereign state, Brazil reaffirms its defense of the two-state solution, with an independent and viable state of Palestine living side by side with Israel, in peace and security," the ministry said in a statement.
Israel says its war in Gaza is a defensive action triggered by Hamas' unprecedented assault and rejects any comparisons of its offensive to the Holocaust.
Earlier this month, Colombia broke diplomatic relations with Israel. Colombia's President Gustavo Petro had previously suspended purchases of weapons from Israel and had also compared Israel's actions in Gaza to those of Nazi Germany.

    


Also in the region, Bolivia and Belize have also severed diplomatic relations with Israel over the Israel-Hamas war. 
___
Associated Press writers David Biller in Rio de Janeiro and Tia Goldenberg in Tel Aviv, Israel, contributed to this report.
___
Follow AP's coverage of Latin America and the Caribbean at https://apnews.com/hub/latin-america
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South Carolina's Supreme Court will soon have no Black justices

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - The exterior of the South Carolina Supreme Court building in Columbia, S.C. is shown Jan. 18, 2023. For the first time in nearly two decades, all the justices on South Carolina's Supreme Court are going to be white. (AP Photo/James Pollard, file)]
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                                        COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) -- For the first time in nearly two decades, South Carolina's Supreme Court will be entirely white.
Diversity on the bench is a big topic in a state where African Americans and Hispanics make up a third of the population. The General Assembly selects the state's judges, and it has so rarely chosen non-white jurists that Black lawmakers briefly walked out of judicial elections five years ago over diversity concerns.
When a new justice is seated after next week's election, South Carolina will join 18 other states with all-white high courts, according to the Brennan Center for Justice, which tracks diversity and other issues in court systems.
Twelve of those states have minority populations of at least 20%, the organization reported.
"It's shameful. Whether people like it or not, we have a diverse state. The people who appear before the bench are diverse. The judges they appear before should be diverse," Democratic Rep. Gilda Cobb-Hunter said.

    


Circuit Judge Jocelyn Newman was the lone Black candidate for the state Supreme Court seat coming open. The only African American on the high court, Chief Justice Don Beatty, has to leave because he has reached the mandatory retirement age of 72.




But Newman dropped out of the race after candidates could begin asking lawmakers for support. That leaves a white man and a white woman as the two remaining candidates.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Candidates for judges typically don't campaign or speak publicly in South Carolina, outside of hearings in which a panel screens them to see if they are qualified and narrows the number of candidates sent to lawmakers to three.
South Carolina's Supreme Court already came under scrutiny as the nation's only all-male high court. The justices ruled 4-1 last year to uphold the state's strict abortion ban at around six weeks after conception, before many women know they are pregnant.

    


That decision came after the woman who wrote the majority opinion in a 3-2 ruling had to retire because of her age, and lawmakers made minor tweaks in the law, enabling another high court review.
"Sometimes it's nice to look up on that bench and see someone that looks like you," Associate Justice Kaye Hearn lamented in an interview with South Carolina ETV after she left the court.
Beatty's replacement on the bench this summer will be John Kittredge, who was unopposed in his campaign. Kittredge told lawmakers that diversity is critical to the justice system and that only the General Assembly, where 118 of the 170 members are Republican, can assure that.
"We have a great system. But if it does not reflect the people of South Carolina, we are going to lose the respect and integrity of the public that we serve," Kittredge said.
With Republicans dominating the state's politics, it is going to require leadership from the governor, General Assembly leaders and business and community leaders to start getting more diversity into the court system again, said Cobb-Hunter, a Black woman who is the state's longest serving representative at 32 years.

    


Cobb-Hunter points out there is only one Black judge on the nine-member Court of Appeals, which is often a springboard to the high court, and lawmakers chose a white man over a Black woman for the last open seat in April. There has never been a Black woman on the South Carolina Supreme Court.
"When they talk about women not being elected, I know nine times out of 10 they are talking about white women and not women of color," Cobb-Hunter said.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/south-carolina-supreme-court-black-white-71f8d2ef1bc5429574cca8723e0ec2f1



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Haiti's new prime minister vows to seek unity after he is selected by transitional council

    Haiti's new prime minister vows to seek unity after he is selected by transitional council

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Haiti's then Prime Minister Garry Conille speaks with journalists after a press conference in Port-au-Prince, Oct. 6, 2011. Conille was named Haiti's new prime minister, Tuesday, May 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Dieu Nalio Chery, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 2 | FILE - Haiti's then Prime Minister Garry Conille speaks with journalists after a press conference in Port-au-Prince, Oct. 6, 2011. Conille was named Haiti's new prime minister, Tuesday, May 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Dieu Nalio Chery, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Haiti's then Prime Minister Garry Conille speaks during a press conference in Port-au-Prince, Oct. 6, 2011. Conille was named Haiti's new prime minister, Tuesday, May 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Dieu Nalio Chery, File)]
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                                        SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) -- Haiti's newly chosen Prime Minister Garry Conille vowed to seek unity Wednesday in his first statement since a transitional council selected him to head the government in the troubled Caribbean country under siege by criminal gangs.
Conille thanked the civil society groups, political parties and members of the Haitian diaspora who proposed him as a candidate, saying he was "very honored" to have been chosen. 
"Together, we will work for a better tomorrow for all the children of our nation," he wrote on X, the social media platform, in Haitian Creole.
Conille submitted his resignation Tuesday as UNICEF's regional director for Latin America and the Caribbean, a post he has held since January 2023. He previously served as prime minister of Haiti from October 2011 to May 2012 under then-President Michel Martelly and was former chief of staff to Bill Clinton in the ex-president's role as U.N. special envoy to Haiti.

    


Conille studied medicine and public health and helped develop health care in impoverished communities in Haiti, where he helped coordinate reconstruction efforts after the devastating 2010 earthquake. He also served as a U.N. development specialist before becoming a regional director with UNICEF.




He now faces a monumental task, with Haiti under siege by gangs that control at least 80% of the Port-au-Prince capital as the country awaits the U.N.-backed deployment of a police force from Kenya and other countries supporting the mission.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The prime minister shares executive power with the presidency, which has been vacant in Haiti since the July 2021 assassination of President Jovenel Moise. whose death left a power vacuum that criminal gangs began to take advantage of later that year. 
In addition to choosing the prime minister, the transitional council is tasked with arranging presidential elections before early 2026.

    


Council members told The Associated Press late Tuesday that six of seven members with voting powers had selected Conille for the prime minister role. Laurent St. Cyr, the seventh member, is not in Haiti currently and as a result did not vote.
On Wednesday, they issued a statement noting that Conille was one of five prequalified candidates that they interviewed for one hour each on Tuesday, and that they are now working with him to choose a new Cabinet.
"The transitional presidential council renews its firm determination to do everything possible to stem the phenomenon of insecurity and lead the country on the path to free, fair, democratic and inclusive elections," it said.
Conille will replace interim Prime Minister Michel Patrick Boisvert, who has been helping lead the country since former Prime Minister Ariel Henry resigned via letter in April following a surge in gang violence. Gunmen launched coordinated attacks on Feb. 29, seizing control of police stations, opening fire on the main international airport that remained closed for nearly three months and storming Haiti's two biggest prisons, releasing more than 4,000 inmates. The wave of violence continues.

    


Boivert issued a statement Wednesday congratulating Conille, adding that he "hopes the new prime minister will be able to face the challenges and issues of the moment."
Also congratulating Conille was Kenyan President William Ruto, who wrote on X Wednesday that "this significant step is not lost on the world." He added that Kenya was looking forward to working with Conille and his government "to restore Haiti to a path of sustainable development." 
It was not immediately clear if there would be a formal swearing-in ceremony for Conille.
UNICEF Executive Director Catherine Russell said in a statement that she wished Conille "every success in bringing much-needed peace, stability and hope to the children of Haiti."
Conille was not the first choice for some council members.
In late April, a four-member coalition within the council made an unexpected announcement that they had chosen former sports minister Fritz Belizaire as prime minister. The move threatened to fracture the council, with dissenting members insisting that proper procedure be followed.

    


As a result, the council announced it would accept nominations for prime minister, and it received dozens of names. However, none of them was made public, and the council has been criticized for its lack of transparency, including not sharing what criteria it was applying when choosing a leader.
The council also is tasked with choosing a new Cabinet and appointing a provisional electoral commission, a requirement before elections can take place. The council's non-renewable mandate expires Feb. 7, 2026, when a new president is scheduled to be sworn in.
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US calls Algeria's proposed UN resolution demanding Israel halt offensive in Rafah not helpful

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Palestinians fleeing from the southern Gaza city of Rafah during an Israeli ground and air offensive in the city on Tuesday, May 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi)]
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                                        UNITED NATIONS (AP) -- The United States said Wednesday a proposed U.N. Security Council resolution demanding an immediate cease-fire in Gaza and halt to Israel's military operation in the southern city of Rafah "is not going to be helpful."
Algeria, the Arab representative on the council, circulated the draft resolution Tuesday evening to its 15 members after emergency council consultations on the escalating Israeli operation in Rafah.
U.S. deputy ambassador Robert Wood told reporters ahead of Wednesday's monthly Mideast meeting that "another resolution is not necessarily going to change anything on the ground."
He said the U.S. is focused on getting an agreement on a temporary pause in the fighting and the release of some 125 hostages taken during Hamas' Oct. 7 invasion of southern Israel, and then working on a long-term end to the seven-month war.

    


Majed Bamya, the Palestinian deputy ambassador, told the council meeting that adopting the resolution would be an important step "to force Israel to halt its military offensive and to withdraw its occupation forces, and to ensure an immediate cease-fire."




Algeria's U.N. Ambassador Amar Bendjama circulated the resolution as Israel pushed ahead with its military operation in Rafah, where over a million Palestinians had sought refuge from Israel's Gaza offensive. Most have now fled, but the U.N. says no place in Gaza is safe and humanitarian conditions are dire.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The draft resolution demands compliance with previous council resolutions that call for the opening of all border crossings and humanitarian access to Gaza's 2.3 million people who need food and other aid.
The draft resolution, obtained Tuesday evening by The Associated Press, also demands that the cease-fire be respected by all parties and calls for the release of all hostages.
Some diplomats said they hoped for a quick vote, even as early as Wednesday, but the U.S. opposition leaves the resolution's future in doubt. 

    


"It is our hope that it can be done as quickly as possible because life is in the balance," Chinese Ambassador Fu Cong told reporters after Tuesday's meeting.
The United States has vetoed multiple resolutions demanding a cease-fire in Gaza, although it abstained on a call for a temporary cessation during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan.
The draft also demands compliance with previous Security Council resolutions that call for the opening of all border crossings and humanitarian access to Gaza's 2.3 million people who desperately need food and other aid.
The proposed resolution says that "the catastrophic situation in the Gaza Strip constitutes a threat to regional and international peace and security." It expresses grave concern at "famine spreading throughout the Gaza Strip" and the suffering of Palestinians who took refuge in Rafah.
The resolution would demand that Israel "immediately halt its military offensive, and any other action in Rafah."
The draft condemns what it calls "the indiscriminate targeting of civilians, including women and children, and civilian infrastructure" and reiterates the council's demand for all parties to comply with international law requiring the protection of civilians.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/israel-palestinians-rafah-gaza-ceasefire-united-nations-b16d08fd7de8612621e13ccec4598500



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Politics
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            U.s. news
          
        

      

      Entertainment

      
        Movie Review: Muppets creator Jim Henson gets a documentary as exciting as he was
      

      
        Q&A: Andra Day talks new album, playing a villain and regaining confidence after injuring vocals
      

      
        The special Tony Award for educators goes to Baltimore community artist CJay Philip
      

      
        Ta-Nehisi Coates returns to nonfiction and explores the power of stories in upcoming 'The Message'
      

      
        Not a gym rat? Here's how to get started on an outdoor exercise routine
      

      
        Amy Homma succeeds Jacqueline Stewart to lead Academy Museum
      

      
        Darke and Donovan to head Fox Euro 2024 coverage, Strong and Holden work Copa America
      

      
        US-Best-Sellers-Books-PW
      

      
        Usher, Victoria Monet will receive prestigious awards from music industry group ASCAP
      

      
        The art of drag is a target. With Pride Month near, performers are organizing to fight back
      

      
        Malcolm Gladwell takes fresh look at societal trends in 'Revenge of the Tipping Point'
      

      
        Fire destroys part of Legoland theme park in western Denmark, melting replicas of famed buildings
      

      
        Book Review: Joyce Carol Oates' novel 'Butcher' is a reflection on women's agency over their bodies
      

      
        Book Review: So you think the culture wars are new? Shakespeare expert James Shapiro begs to differ
      

      
        OpenAI to start using news content from News Corp. as part of a multiyear deal
      

      
        
          	
            Politics
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            U.s. news
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Movie Review: Muppets creator Jim Henson gets a documentary as exciting as he was

    Movie Review: Muppets creator Jim Henson gets a documentary as exciting as he was

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Muppet creator Jim Henson poses with one of his creations at Henson's 69th Street office in New York City on Feb. 6, 1984. Henson is the subject of the documentary "Jim Henson: Idea Man." (AP Photo/G. Paul Burnett, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 5 | FILE - Muppet creator Jim Henson poses with one of his creations at Henson's 69th Street office in New York City on Feb. 6, 1984. Henson is the subject of the documentary "Jim Henson: Idea Man." (AP Photo/G. Paul Burnett, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Muppets creator Jim Henson poses in his 69th Street office in New York on Dec. 30, 1985. Henson is the subject of the documentary "Jim Henson: Idea Man." (AP Photo/Burnett, File)]
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[image: This image released by Disney+ shows promotional art for "Jim Henson: Idea Man," premiering May 31. (Disney+ via AP)]
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                                        There are moments when the spark of creation suddenly ignites and history stops. Like when the Wright brothers got a plane to fly. Or when Oreo added double filling. Maybe just as resonant was when Jim Henson cut up his mother's green coat into odd shapes and added ping-pong balls for eyes.
At that moment, he birthed Kermit the Frog, who would go on to enchant generations. Kermit's humble beginnings are part of the engrossing and enlightening documentary "Jim Henson Idea Man" and it's apt to start with the sweetly outgoing Kermit, who is in many ways Henson's alter ego.
The Ron Howard-directed Disney+ movie is a kinetic mix of show clips, interviews, bloopers, behind-the-scenes workplace videos, home movies and artist sketches -- as animated as Henson's Muppets, who educated millions on "Sesame Street" and entertained even more on "The Muppet Show."

    


Viewers are walked chronologically through Henson's early life in rural Mississippi, his teaming up with his wife, Jane, on early late-night TV appearances, his often oddball sensibility, his self-doubt, embrace of educational TV, his marriage crumbling, the red-hot height of fame and then the fall with "Labyrinth." It's a definitive as you can get. We even learn why he chose to grow a beard: acne scars.




It's also a portrait of a driven, brilliant creative man who wanted to be taken seriously as an artist and had lifelong ambivalent feelings about becoming America's favorite preschool entertainer. Writer Mark Monroe makes it seem as if he often felt straightjacketed, like an arm stuck in a puppet's felt body.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Watchers will walk away with a deeper understanding of a man who had such an outsized presence in their childhoods. Once you realize that Henson was, in his heart of hearts, really a experimental filmmaker, you better understand the whacky, psychedelic videos on "Sesame Street" or why The Great Gonzo eats a rubber car tire to "Flight of the Bumblebee."

    


The voices Howard has wrangled are fantastic, from Frank Oz (the Burt to Henson's Ernie), puppeteer Fran Brill, puppet builder/costume designer Bonnie Erickson and actors Jennifer Connelly and Rita Moreno. Henson's own short diary entries -- "attend seminar in Cambridge re: Children's TV workshop" -- are also put to good use, as is footage from his funeral, a joyous affair.
One weird quibble is the decision by Howard -- who apparently met Henson once, briefly -- to put his interview subjects in a sterile, grey room with brick walls. Why keep going back there to celebrate a figure who opposed formality?
Frank Oz, the voice of Miss Piggy and Ernie who was Henson's puppeteering partner in crime for decades, is wonderfully honest about his yin-and-yang relationship with Henson -- "it was both a joy and a grind" -- as are Henson's children about their father, who died in 1990.
"There's an honesty and an integrity to what he was creating. He was creating it because he needed to create it," one says. Another concludes: "He showed that creativity, artistry, metaphor can be used as a great power of good."

    


There are fascinating moments -- like when we learn that Kermit wasn't originally a frog at all -- to ones more sublime, like how Miss Piggy made her dramatic entrance as a star in her own right. (A clip of her flirting with Morley Safer is priceless.) Viewers may shake their head when learning that all the networks initially passed on "The Muppet Show" and it had to be made in England.
It's a documentary, ultimately, about creativity and a singular mind, one who dreamed up a gaggle of friends for life: Big Bird, Cookie Monster, the Count and, of course, Kermit, stitched from an old coat.
"Jim Henson Idea Man," a Disney+ release that starts streaming Friday, is rated TV-PG. Running time: 108 minutes. Three and a half stars out of four.
___
Online: https://ondisneyplus.disney.com/movie/jim-henson-idea-man
___
Mark Kennedy is at http://twitter.com/KennedyTwits
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Andra Day gained acting acclaim after her starring role in a 2021 Billie Holiday biopic, but the soulful singer nearly lost the strength of her powerful voice during the process.
Day injured her vocals after she smoked cigarettes as part of her role in Lee Daniels' film "The United States vs. Billie Holiday." It took some time to recover after she experienced hemorrhaging in her vocal cords, but now the singer sounds as if she's returning to form with her latest album "Cassandra (cherith)," which released earlier this month.
"Cassandra," which is Day's legal first name, is her first album in nine years since her 2015 debut "Cheers to the Fall," which earned a Grammy nomination along with standout single "Rise Up." On her new album, she explores the complexities of her past relationships and spiritual walk with God.





    


Day has been on a journey to regain confidence in her voice since the "Holiday" film, which helped her win a Grammy and Golden Globe for her acting and musical work. She's been training her vocals through studio sessions and on a few big stages including several performances during Grammy week and the Super Bowl pregame, where she performed "Lift Every Voice and Sing" earlier this year.
In a recent interview, Day spoke with The Associated Press about her latest album, how her faith helped her overcome heartbreak and her wish to play a villain.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Remarks have been lightly edited for clarity and brevity.
AP: How important was it for you to touch on your faith on "Cassandra"?
DAY: Faith is my whole grounding. It's who I am. If someone asked to sum up my identity, I would say "I'm a follower of Christ. I'm a child of God." It matters how you show up. No one is perfect. With making this album, I wanted people to experience what mistakes I made. You don't want to stay in that place. You want to grow from it. No matter what mistakes were made, or I didn't perform well, I was so loved.

    


AP: How has your faith helped you overcome heartbreaks?
Day: I'm intensely reminded in this season that I am loved. That's the thing for me. I feel like I'm difficult to love. I feel like when people get to know me, they'll feel like "Oh, God, she's really not that great or interesting." I've dealt with a lot of that sort of the imposter syndrome. It's love that I actually need. There's a scripture that talks about how God's plans are not to harm you. But they are there to give you hope and a future. I stand on that. I believe that. It's super heartbreaking for me because I do love really hard -- which I recently discovered. But at the same time, it's a reminder that God's plan for me is not just for me in this romantic relationship. That can be a part of it. That's amazing. But it's a holistic thing for everyone's life. His plans for me are good. God's love and plans for me. That's what really helps me eventually.
AP: How bad were your vocal cords damaged?
DAY: There was some hemorrhaging. You could see inflamed blood vessels. I have one that's kind of bad right now, but it hasn't fully hemorrhaged, which is great. That's been my saving grace. It's just drier, hemorrhaging, more damage and breakup.
AP: Do you regret smoking cigarettes for the Billie Holiday role?
DAY: It made me question if it was the right decision. I was really desperate. It was my first role. But it definitely had ... impact. I left Billie feeling more confident, because of who she was and how she walked in the room and dealt with her own confident issues. My voice as a singer, I've been dealing with my confidence heavily the last year or two. It's really hard when you know your voice is one way, then all of a sudden, you're like "Oh my God, I can't hit those (notes) or I'm struggling to hit those (notes). You kind of have to figure out how to sing again. It's completely new. It definitely wore on my self-confidence. As of recently, things actually feel like they are starting to recover.

    


AP: Was it required for you to smoke for the role?
DAY: I didn't have to smoke for Billie. I'm just extra. It felt like one of those roles where you need dedication. I can't just immolate it well on screen.
AP: Has your voice felt up to your standard lately?
DAY: We did Blue Note (Jazz Festival) in New York. God was so great. We sold out two nights. It was amazing. There were moments in the show where I was like it wasn't my own voice. I was able to hit certain notes and go certain places. It has lately given me more confidence. I just need to get back on the horse, continue to do this again and strengthen the muscles like anything else.

    


AP: What are your next plans career-wise?
DAY: I do want to act more. I want to make more music as well. I do want to put together more music, more consistently. I'll take another break at some point. It won't be another nine years. I really want to make EPs with artists that I love. Just drop a whole bunch of EPs. All types of genres. All types of styles. I want to bolster other producers that worked on this album.
AP: Any particular role you want to play?
DAY: I like sci-fi futuristic things. I like to play some type of hero warrior. Biopics too. There're three roles I'm hyper-focused on. I would love to play the original version of Poison Ivy. I would definitely love to play Eartha Kitt and Angela Davis. Those are my dream roles.

    


AP: It would be interesting to see you play a villain like Poison Ivy. Why her?
DAY: Here's the funny part of playing a bad girl. She's only bad to you. She's only bad to the audience. For me, as the actor, I'm not playing a bad girl. I'm never playing an evil character. That's what I learned from Tasha Smith and Lee (Daniels.) In order for you to actually perform well or be convincing, everything in your head has to be justified. Every move that I make. Every single thing is for a reason. Violent passion. In my mind and head, how do I not function like that in real life, because now I've justified every terrible thing I've done and said. I'm not looking at Poison Ivy like "Yes, I'm playing a villain." I'm like "My God, she's an amazing savior of plants." ... That's the difference.
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The special Tony Award for educators goes to Baltimore community artist CJay Philip

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This image released by Carnegie Mellon University shows CJay Philip at the Black Box Theater in Baltimore on May 18, 2024. Philip will receive the 2024 Excellence in Theatre Education Award on June 16 at the Tony Awards in New York City. (Pamela Wigley/Carnegie Mellon University via AP)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The special Tony Award that honors educators is going to a Baltimore-based actor, educator, choreographer and Broadway veteran who has created arts opportunities for everyone from kindergartners to senior citizens.
CJay Philip, founder and artistic director of the multidisciplinary ensemble Dance & Bmore, will receive the 2024 Excellence in Theatre Education Award on June 16 at the Tony Awards in New York City.
"There's this power in the arts to reconnect us to one another and to our humanity," she told The Associated Press ahead of the announcement. "There's a civic duty that I have as a creative to contribute."
Dance & Bmore has free programs for practically everyone, from preschoolers and their families to teens and adults of all ages, with its participants representing 20 of the 49 zip codes in Baltimore.
It's AMP Camp introduces children in grades three to six to onstage and offstage production skills, like lighting design and stage management, letting them know "all of the opportunities that could be waiting them in theater and theater making from behind the scenes." 

    


Teens get to star and create Hardy's adaptation of the opera "Carmen," which travels around the city during the summer. AMP Up brings together youth and industry professionals as mentors to work on paid internships, resume-writing, job interview tips, financial literacy and creative writing. There are also music and movement programs for adults.




"We're making deep, meaningful human connections through music, movement and theater at every age and stage of life. Dance & Bmore is creating a progression of programs that take you through a lifetime." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The annual Excellence in Theatre Education Award bestowed by the Tony Awards and Carnegie Mellon University recognizes U.S. educators who have "demonstrated exemplary impact on the lives of students and who embodies the highest standards of the profession."

    


Before moving to Baltimore in 2010, Philip began her career with the Maude Baum Modern Dance Company and Burundi African Dance in upstate New York. She later taught at the Baltimore School for the Arts and Baltimore Center Stage.
The Albany, New York, native made her Broadway debut in "Big the Musical" in 1996 and was dance captain for the original "Hairspray" directed by Jack O'Brien. She has toured as Lorrell in "Dreamgirls" and Paulette in "Legally Blonde."
As a sign of her versatility and range, she was the second assistant stage manager in "Street Corner Symphony," as well as ready-to-go-on for three of the leads at a moment's notice and do split leaps.
"Literally I've been in a headset and turned around and seen the wig people running at me with a costume going, 'Somebody's going down, CJay. It is your time to shine.'"
Philip turned her experiences onstage into a performing arts school, taking notes all the time, asking questions and showing up at the theater on days she wasn't expected just to soak it up. 
"Mentorship was so much a key part of me becoming the type of performer that I wanted to be and the type of performer I respected. And so that's how we teach with Dance & Bmore," she says.

    


The award includes a $10,000 prize and a pair of tickets to the Tony ceremony and gala. Philip's students will also receive a visiting master class taught by Carnegie Mellon drama professors. 
A panel of judges comprised of the American Theatre Wing, The Broadway League, Carnegie Mellon and other leaders from the theater industry selects the winner, based on candidates submitted by the public.
"Her unwavering dedication to providing her students with a safe space to foster their knowledge of theatre and build their confidence, while actively creating inclusive and accessible roles and programs, has instilled a passion and respect for the performing arts in the generations to come," Jason Laks, interim president of The Broadway League and Heather Hitchens, president and CEO of the American Theatre Wing, said in a statement.
Philip's trip to New York City will be a homecoming, back to the world of Broadway she once performed in. One of the Tony nominees is Leslie Rodriguez Kritzer, who Philip worked with on "Hairspray." 
"It feels so full circle," she says.
___
Mark Kennedy is at http://twitter.com/KennedyTwits
---
More on the Tony Awards: https://apnews.com/hub/tony-awards
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Ta-Nehisi Coates returns to nonfiction and explores the power of stories in upcoming 'The Message'

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This cover image released by One World shows "The Message" by Ta-Nehisi Coates. (One World via AP)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- For his first all-new book of nonfiction in nearly a decade, Ta-Nehisi Coates traveled the world.
One World announced Thursday that Coates' "The Message" will be published Oct. 1. "The Message" is set everywhere from the American South to the Middle East and Palestine and focuses on a single question: In a time of growing strife and injustice, why do stories matter?
"In 'The Message,' Coates explores this question by reporting from three powerfully resonant sites -- Senegal, South Carolina, and Palestine -- that have been profoundly shaped and riven by contested accounts of meaning and reality," the One World announcement reads in part. "Weaving together on-the-ground reportage, personal narrative, and insightful dives into literature and history, he tries to clarify what's real beneath layers of propaganda, wishful thinking, and enforced silence -- and why we are so often misled, with sometimes catastrophic consequences."

    


Additional details about "The Message" were not immediately available. In a statement released through One World, a Penguin Random House imprint, Coates said he was thrilled "to be back publishing nonfiction in this particular political moment." 


Coates' last new work of nonfiction, "Between the World and Me," was a meditation on racism and police violence that won the National Book Award in 2015 and was likened by Nobel laureate Toni Morrison to the works of James Baldwin. His books also include the 2017 essay collection "We Were Eight Years in Power," drawn in part from his Atlantic magazine reporting during the Obama administration, and the 2019 novel "The Water Dancer," an Oprah Winfrey book selection.
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Not a gym rat? Here's how to get started on an outdoor exercise routine
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    [image: Racers competing outside for the title of "King and Queen" of The Alpine Training Center Gym in Boulder, Colo., on July 26, 2023. (Scott Griesser via AP)]
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[image: April Herring poses with her bike along the Chesapeake & Ohio Canal on July 2, 2021. (Kellie A. Tikkun via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 6 | April Herring poses with her bike along the Chesapeake & Ohio Canal on July 2, 2021. (Kellie A. Tikkun via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Catherine Parenteau returns the ball during a pickle ball match at the Goodyear Blimp Base Airport Wednesday, Nov. 29, 2023, in Carson, Calif. The health benefits of spending time in nature have long been established, and exercise in general improves physical and mental well-being. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun, File)]
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[image: FILE - Kayakers ply the choppy waters of Grand Lake on Wednesday, Aug. 5, 2020, in Grand Lake, Colo. The health benefits of spending time in nature have long been established, and exercise in general improves physical and mental well-being. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)]
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[image: A couple cycles in the Cleveland MetroParks in Parma Heights, Ohio on March 25, 2020. The health benefits of spending time in nature have long been established, and exercise in general improves physical and mental well-being. (AP Photo/Tony Dejak, File)]
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[image: April Herring poses with her bike on the Great Allegheny Passage trail on June 29, 2021 in western Pennsylvania. (Kellie A. Tikkun via AP)]
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    [image: Racers competing outside for the title of "King and Queen" of The Alpine Training Center Gym in Boulder, Colo., on July 26, 2023. (Scott Griesser via AP)]
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[image: April Herring poses with her bike along the Chesapeake & Ohio Canal on July 2, 2021. (Kellie A. Tikkun via AP)]
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[image: FILE - Catherine Parenteau returns the ball during a pickle ball match at the Goodyear Blimp Base Airport Wednesday, Nov. 29, 2023, in Carson, Calif. The health benefits of spending time in nature have long been established, and exercise in general improves physical and mental well-being. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun, File)]
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[image: FILE - Kayakers ply the choppy waters of Grand Lake on Wednesday, Aug. 5, 2020, in Grand Lake, Colo. The health benefits of spending time in nature have long been established, and exercise in general improves physical and mental well-being. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)]
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[image: A couple cycles in the Cleveland MetroParks in Parma Heights, Ohio on March 25, 2020. The health benefits of spending time in nature have long been established, and exercise in general improves physical and mental well-being. (AP Photo/Tony Dejak, File)]
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                                        Between the sweat smell, fluorescent lights and omnipresent television screens, April Herring has never connected with going to the gym.
Instead, she runs, bikes, hikes, plays tennis, pickleball and football -- anything to get her exercise outside as often as possible.
"Fresh air, sunshine, the variety of the trees as the seasons change," said Herring, an administrator at Carroll Community College in North Maryland. "There's something about the energetic healing quality of nature."
The health benefits of spending time in nature have long been established, and exercise in general, of course, improves physical and mental well-being.
Combine the two and you double down on what adults need to stay healthy, said Debbie Rhea, professor in kinesiology at Texas Christian University.
"We've got to get outside. We've got to be active," Rhea said. "If we're going to live long lives, this is what it's about."

    


Getting started on an outdoor routine, however, might not be as easy as signing up for another gym membership. Here's how to get going.
START SIMPLE WITH WHAT YOU LIKE
If you haven't been active for a while, think back to the activities you enjoyed years ago, suggested Connie Sciolino, founder of the Alpine Training Center in Boulder, Colorado, a gym that trains athletes for outdoor mountain sports.




People who like occasionally hiking or biking should start building an aerobic base by taking progressively longer walks or rides. Once you're comfortably in the 35- to 45-minute range, start adding some intensity to build strength, she said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"If jogging is their main activity, I would send them to bleachers or do some up-down on stairs, either in sprint format or put a pack on their back," she said.
Rhea cautioned against jumping back into a sport you used to play without preparing your body for the proper movement.
"Let's say they're in their 30s, 40s, 50s, and they haven't sprinted and now they try to run around those bases," she said. "They're probably going to hurt an Achilles or a hamstring or something by doing something too fast."

    


THEN BUILD STRENGTH WITH WHAT'S AROUND
A side benefit of exercising outside is that there's no need to buy expensive equipment, trainers say.
After warming up with your preferred aerobic activity, add strength training by using your body weight and what is available in the built environment. That could be finding a picnic table or low wall and placing your hands shoulder-width apart to do leaning pushups. Then turn around, put your hands on the same surface and lower your body for dips that work your triceps.
For working your legs, add squats with your feet shoulder-width apart, looking straight ahead with your back straight. Add lunges by taking giant steps and bending down into the space between your feet. For the core, find a patch of grass to do sit-ups.
Start with eight to 10 repetitions, or no more than you are comfortable with, and add sets with short breaks in between as you get stronger.
For a more complete workout, find a park or trail with outdoor exercise equipment, which is installed in one-third of park agencies, according to the National Recreation and Park Association. The equipment can range from basic pull-up bars to gym-style bench presses and rowing machines.

    


And many cities, including Chicago, San Antonio and Atlanta, offer free group classes outdoors.
HOW TO STAY MOTIVATED -- EVEN IN BAD WEATHER
When it inevitably rains or the weather turns colder, it helps to keep in mind an old axiom: There's no such thing as bad weather, only bad clothing.
"If we have the clothing for whatever the temperatures are that we may be in, then we're more likely to go outside to be active when we need to," Rhea said.
She suggested investing in a jacket that breathes and a light hat with a brim you can use on sunny or rainy days.
Trainer Katie Higginbotham recommended having a contingency plan for inclement weather. Pick an area with surfaces that won't get slippery when wet or somewhere with some tree shelter so as not to be bombarded by rain.
On those days, having a regular exercise buddy really helps, said Higginbotham, who oversees quality control for TrainFitness, a U.K.-based private training provider.

    


"If you know someone is there waiting for you, it's difficult to say no at the last minute," she said.
Finally, it helps to set a goal, whether that is training for a 5K charity walk or a triathlon. If you're working toward something, it keeps you motivated to keep going, Sciolino said.
"When you have that day marked on your calendar, you have to perform these things or die out there," she said.
---
EDITOR'S NOTE: Albert Stumm writes about food, travel and wellness. Find his work at https://www.albertstumm.com
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Amy Homma succeeds Jacqueline Stewart to lead Academy Museum

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - An Oscar statue appears outside the Dolby Theatre for the 87th Academy Awards in Los Angeles on Feb. 21, 2015. (Photo by Matt Sayles/Invision/AP, File)]
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                                        Jacqueline Stewart is leaving her post leading the Academy Museum of Motion Pictures to return to the University of Chicago. Academy Museum veteran Amy Homma will succeed her as director and president, the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences said Wednesday.
Stewart, a prominent film scholar and Turner Classic Movies host, has helped steer the Academy Museum through its opening phase, serving as its chief artistic and programming officer from 2020-2022, when she became its leader. During her tenure, she helped make new galleries bilingual and oversaw the opening of many exhibitions, including one on Black Cinema between 1898 and 1971.
Homma has been with the Los Angeles based museum for five years, most recently as its chief audience officer.
The film academy, the organization behind the Oscars, also announced several more promotions in its executive ranks to unite teams within the Academy, including the foundation, the museum and the Oscars. In May, the film academy launched a $500 million fundraising campaign in the leadup to the 100th Oscars in 2028.

    


"As the Academy evolves, we are bringing teams together to create a better sense of shared purpose across the organization," Academy CEO Bill Kramer said in a statement.


Jennifer Davidson was promoted to lead marketing and communications in a newly created role overseeing all arms of the academy and Jenny Galante will serve as the chief revenue officer, leading the Academy100 fundraising campaign.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The organization also said that longtime academy archivist Randy Haberkamp is retiring after 23 years. Matt Severson will succeed him in a new role in which he will oversee the collections and preservation efforts for all 23 million items in the Academy Collection.
___
The story was first published on May 29, 2024, and was updated on May 30, 2024, to correct the years that an exhibit on Black Cinema covered to 1898 through 1971.
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Darke and Donovan to head Fox Euro 2024 coverage, Strong and Holden work Copa America
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    [image: FILE - Los Angeles Galaxy's Landon Donovan reacts as he walks on the pitch after the team's MLS soccer match against Orlando City in Carson, Calif., Sept. 11, 2016. Ian Darke will pair with Landon Donovan as Fox's lead broadcast team at this year's European Championship, while John Strong and Stu Holden work the Copa America. With the tournaments overlapping, the network said Thursday, May 30, 2024, it will use seven announcing teams. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)]
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[image: FILE - Fox Sports broadcasters Stuart Holden, right, and John Strong pose for a photo before an international friendly soccer match between the United States and Bolivia in Chester, Pa. , May 28, 2018. Ian Darke will pair with Landon Donovan as Fox's lead broadcast team at this year's European Championship, while John Strong and Stu Holden work the Copa America. With the tournaments overlapping, the network said Thursday, May 30, 2024, it will use seven announcing teams. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum, File)]
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Ian Darke will pair with Landon Donovan as Fox's lead broadcast team at this year's European Championship, while John Strong and Stu Holden work the Copa America.
With the tournaments overlapping, the network said Thursday it will use seven announcing teams.
Darke is a longtime ESPN broadcaster who first worked for Fox when he was paired with Donovan at the 2022 World Cup. Darke is among seven British broadcasters on the four Euro 2024 announce teams.
Jacqui Oatley will work with Warren Barton in a repeat of another 2022 World Cup duo, Derek Rae with former England goalkeeper Robert Green and Darren Fletcher with former England midfielder Owen Hargreaves. Fletcher is a longtime British broadcaster who worked for Fox at the 2019 Yankees-Red Sox games in London and not Hargreaves' former Manchester United teammate.

    


All four crews will be based in Germany, where the European tournament will be played from June 14 to July 14.
Strong and Holden, a former U.S. midfielder, were Fox's lead team at the 2018 and 2022 World Cups. JP Dellacamera will work with Cobi Jones, his 2022 World Cup partner, and Luis Omar Tapia with former American midfielder Maurice Edu. Tapia joined Fox this year after a decade at Univision.




Strong and Holden will be on site for all U.S. national team matches at the Copa America, which will be played in the U.S. from June 20 to July 14. The U.S. is among the invited guests at the 16-team championship of South America.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Dellacamera and Jones will call matches from stadiums and from Fox's Los Angeles studio. Tapia and Edu will be based in Los Angeles.
Former referees Mark Clattenburg and Joe Machnik will be rules analysts.
Both tournament finals will form a doubleheader on July 14, with the Euro 2024 championship in Berlin kicking off at 3 p.m. EDT and the Copa America game at Miami Gardens, Florida, starting at 8 p.m.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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                                        HARDCOVER FICTION
1. "You Like It Darker" by Stephen King (Scribner)
2. "The Women" by Kristin Hannah (St. Martin's)
3. "Mind Games" by Nora Roberts (St. Martin's)
4. "Heavenbreaker (deluxe ltd. ed." by Sara Wolf (Red Tower)
5. "Funny Story" by Emily Henry (Berkley)
6. "One Perfect Couple" by Ruth Ware (Scout)
7. "Iron Flame" by Rebecca Yarros (Red Tower)
8. "Think Twice" by Harlan Coben (Grand Central)
9. "The 24th Hour" by Patterson/Paetro (Little, Brown)
10. "Tom Clancy: Act of Defiance" by Andrews/Wilson (Putnam)
11. "Five Broken Blades (deluxe ltd. ec)" by Mai Corland (Red Tower)
12. "Lies and Weddings" by Kevin Kwan (Doubleday)
13. "A Calamity of Souls" by David Baldacci (Grand Central)
14. "The Paradise Problem" by Christina Lauren (Gallery)
15. "Long Island" by Colm Toibin (Scribner)
_____
HARDCOVER NON-FICTION
1. "What This Comedian Said Will Shock You" by Bill Maher (Simon & Schuster)

    


2. "Day Trading Attention" by Gary Vaynerchuk (Harper Business)
3. "The Demon of Unrest" by Erik Larson (Crown)
4. "The Anxious Generation" by Jonathan Haidt (Penguin Press)
5. "Old Time Hawkey's Recipes from the Cedar Swamp" by Old Time Hawkey (DK)


6. "The New Menopause" by Mary Claire Haver (Rodale)
7. "The Situation Room" by George Stephanopoulos (Grand Central)
8. "Good Energy" Casey Means (Avery)
9. "The Official Stardew Valley Cookbook" by ConcernedApe/Novak (Random House Worlds)
10. "Take Back Your Brain" by Kara Loewentheil (Penguin Life)

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

11. "Once upon a Time" by Elizabeth Beller (Gallery)
12. "What's Gaby Cooking: Grilling All the Things" by Gaby Dalkin (Abrams)
13. "In My Time of Dying" by Sebastian Junger (Simon & Schuster)
14. "What a Fool Believes" by Michael McDonald (Dey Street)
15. "You Never Know" by Tom Selleck (Dey Street)
____
TRADE PAPERBACK BESTSELLERS
1. "Just for the Summer" by Abby Jimenez (Forever)
2. "This Summer Will Be Different" by Carley Fortune (Berkley)
3. "King of Sloth" by Ana Huang (Bloom)

    


4. "The Housemaid's Secret" by Freida McFadden (Mobius)
5. "Murder Your Employer" by Rupert Holmes (Avid Reader)
6. "The Teacher" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen)
7. "The Inmate" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen)
8. "Murder, Vol. 1" by G.T. Karber (Griffin)
9. "When the Moon Hatched" by Sarah A. Parker (Avon)
10. "Butcher & Blackbird" by Brynne Weaver (Slowburn)
11. "Super Fan-Tastic Taylor Swift Coloring & Activity Bookl" by Jessica Kendall (Design Originals)
12. "Never Lie" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen)
13. "The Dixon Rule" by Elle Kennedy (Bloom)
14. "King of Greed" by Ana Huang (Bloom)
15. "The Tattooist of Auschwitz (media tie-in)" by Heather Morris (Harper)
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Usher, Victoria Monet will receive prestigious awards from music industry group ASCAP

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This combination of photos shows Victoria Monet at the BET Awards in Los Angeles on June 26, 2022, left, and Usher performs at Power 105.1's Powerhouse 2016 at Barclays Center in New York on Oct. 27, 2016. (AP Photo)]
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Usher will add another prestigious award to his already loaded trophy case.
The American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers said Thursday that Usher will receive its Voice of the Culture Award. He'll be honored at ASCAP's Rhythm & Soul Music Songwriters and Publishers event on June 27.
The honor Usher is receiving is presented to ASCAP members who have had a major influence on music and culture.
"Artistic development is a lifelong journey of experimentation that requires risk for reward, embracing unknowns, trusting your intuition, and believing in your creative vision and God given talent," Usher said in a statement.
The R&B superstar is an eight-time Grammy winner who recently ended a two-year Las Vegas residency, "Usher: My Way" at the Park MGM. In February, he released his first solo album in eight years, and in August is scheduled to kick off a 24-city U.S. tour titled "Past Present Future."

    


Usher's Super Bowl halftime performance drew acclaim and included guest appearances by such stars as Alicia Keys, H.E.R., Jermaine Dupri, Lil Jon and Ludacris. His album "Confessions" has sold more than 10 million units in the U.S., ranking it among one of the best-selling music projects of all time. It launched No. 1 hits such as "Yeah!" with Ludacris and Lil Jon, "Burn" and "Confessions Part II."




"It means the world to me that my peers, this community of passionate and distinguished songwriters, composers, and authors are inspired by my execution of the craft," Usher added.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Singer Victoria Monet will be honored as well. She will receive the Vanguard Award, which recognizes members who are helping to shape the future of music.
Monet won three Grammys earlier this year, including best new artist and R&B album for "Jaguar II."
"Victoria Monet has proven herself not only as an illuminating songwriter, but also as a flourishing artist and ASCAP member who continues to break barriers," said Paul Williams, chairman of the board and president at ASCAP. "Her resilience, talent, and exemplary work ethic have helped her become a multi-award-winning singer and songwriter."
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                                        "Drag is joy, but it's under attack. Our very existence, our self-expression, our art -- all of it is being threatened. And we've had enough."
That's the opening salvo of Qommittee, a group of drag performers banding together to protect and promote their art form, as it announced its formation ahead of June's LGBTQ+ Pride Month.
"We've always had to fight tooth and nail for our place in this world," the group said in a news release Wednesday. "But now, we're also battling a tidal wave of hate -- doxxing, harassment, death threats, armed protests, bombings, and even shootings."
Qommittee consists of about 10 drag performers nationwide who have experienced, directly or indirectly, threats, harassment or violence related to their art form. One had a venue firebombed in Ohio; one performed at Club Q in Colorado Springs and helped victims the night of the shooting there that killed five people; and one worked at Club Q and at Pulse Nightclub in Orlando, where a gunman killed 49 people in 2016.

    


Qommittee says it hopes, among other things, to connect drag performers and communities lacking in local support to resources including legal aid and therapy. It may also help performers and venues navigate the business.


The group is already working to create dialogue between its members and local law enforcement agencies, organizers said. 
"The Qommittee stands as a kind of a central hub for other communities across the country, the performance communities across the country, to find resources to help them, whether it is negotiating with venues or ... helping defend against the many protests against drag shows that we've seen," said Qommittee President B Williams, a drag king who performs in Washington, D.C., as Blaq Dinamyte.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In recent years, conservative activists and politicians have complained about what they call the "sexualization" or "grooming" of children by drag performers, often via popular drag story hours, in which performers read age-appropriate materials to children, or drag brunches, whose venues generally warn patrons of material unsuitable for children.

    


There is a dearth of evidence that drag performers harm children. Just last week, a jury awarded more than $1 million to an Idaho performer who accused a far-right blogger of defaming him by falsely claiming he exposed himself to a crowd that included children.
Still, the idea of drag as a threat has caught on as another form of anti-LGBTQ+ rhetoric. Opponents have even shown up to drag events with guns. At least five states have passed laws in recent years restricting performances in some fashion, but courts in some of them have put enforcement on hold.
As Pride Month approaches, it's important to remember that drag is not just an art, but also an industry that fosters entrepreneurship and creates jobs, said community organizer Scott Simpson, who helped connect the members of Qommittee. The fans should get involved, too, he said.
"The time to really come together is now. The time to come together is when we're having joyful moments together," said Simpson, who also works for the unaffiliated Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights. "I mean, drag's the revolution. And we want to keep the revolution going."
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                                        COPENHAGEN, Denmark (AP) -- A fire believed to have been caused by a short circuit has destroyed part of Miniland, a section of the Legoland theme park in western Denmark with replicas of famous buildings made of Lego bricks, the park said Wednesday.
Video surveillance showed that the fire started in one of the electric cars that runs on rails which was being recharged overnight, Legoland spokesperson Kasper Tangsig said.
The fire started Wednesday at 4 a.m. and was quickly extinguished, but a number of the replica buildings melted, the local newspaper Jydske Vestkysten said.
The fire also destroyed an area built to resemble a small-scale version of a Danish port, Tangsig said.
According to the video, "there is no other activity at that time. So we are fairly certain that it must be a short circuit," he said, adding that electrical equipment in the rest of Miniland will be inspected in the coming days.

    


It was too early to say what will happen to the affected area.
The park opened in 1968 in Billund, next to the Lego toymaker's headquarters and factory. Legoland has several rides, restaurants and play areas where visitors can build with the colorful plastic bricks.




At the heart of Legoland is Miniland, where some 20 million bricks were used to create miniature cities and replicas of global sites including the Kennedy Space Center, the canals in Amsterdam, the waterfront of Norway's second largest city, Bergen, and the Burj Khalifa skyscraper in Dubai.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

There are eight Legoland parks around the world. The one in Denmark has an estimated 1.6 million visitors annually, making it one of the largest tourist attractions in the country outside Copenhagen.
Lego was founded in 1932 by Ole Kirk Kristiansen. The name was derived from two Danish words, leg and godt, which together mean "play well." The name was created without the knowledge that lego in Latin means "I assemble."
In 2025, Lego sold the Legoland parks to Merlin which runs the parks and 20 Legoland Discovery Centers, as well as other sites.
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                                        Now well into her 80s, prolific American author Joyce Carol Oates keeps cranking out the books, most recently the disturbing novel "Butcher."
The author of more than 50 novels, including "Blonde, " a fictional account of the life of Marilyn Monroe, Oates has often drawn from historical people and events. In "Butcher," she pulls from the authentic documents of 19th century doctors to describe the horrific medical experiments of that time.
The novel tells the story of Dr. Silas Aloysius Weir, through his eldest son and the doctor's own medical journals during his 35 years as director of New Jersey State Asylum for Female Lunatics in the mid- to late 1880s. 
Weir, who comes to be known as the "Father of Gyno-Psychiatry," practices grotesque experiments on women who have been marginalized by society at the asylum in Trenton, where he is banished as a beginning doctor who failed at his first experimental surgery to correct an infant's misshapen skull. Most of his subjects are women who have been declared insane and locked away at the asylum.

    


Weir gets a job at the institution because it is run by a cousin, then rises to become asylum director when his kinsman dies. 




At a time when it was believed that a woman's emotions came from her female organs and a man's emotions came from his brain, Weir performs a female circumcision on a teen who goes on to kill herself and sterilizes women from races or families he considers to be prone to "immoral & criminal behavior."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

He also performs surgeries to correct a fistula, a perforation in the urinary tract usually caused by a difficult pregnancy, on a teenaged indentured servant he becomes obsessed with.
Weir's opinions about women, and mentally ill women in particular, are rife with misogyny and tied largely to their looks.
"In the female in particular, a disheveled appearance, untidy hair & broken fingernails, a strong body odor, above all a failure to dress suitably, including corsetry, were certain symptoms of madness, which the least trained of physicians could identify," he writes in his journals. 

    


Drawing on some themes common in her past books, like sexual abuse and hunger for power, "Butcher" also examines the agency girls and women have -- or don't have -- over their own bodies amid the current political debates around reproductive rights in a post-Roe v. Wade world. 
Brigit, the indentured adolescent from Ireland who Weir experiments with, is deaf and mute. That makes her an especially attractive victim without control over her situation in life and unable to communicate. 
The teenager's experiences show us not only the lack of agency girls and women had in the 19th century, but serves as a reminder of the battles still fought for female autonomy today. 
___
AP book reviews: https://apnews.com/hub/book-reviews
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                                        "The theater, when it is any good, can change things." So said Hallie Flanagan, a theater professor tapped by the Roosevelt administration to create a taxpayer-funded national theater during the Depression, when a quarter of the country was out of work, including many actors, directors and other theater professionals.
In an enthralling new book about this little-known chapter in American theater history, Shakespeare scholar James Shapiro examines the short, tragic life of the Federal Theatre Project. That was a New Deal program brought down by Martin Dies, a bigoted, ambitious, rabble-rousing East Texas congressman, with the help of his political allies and the media in a 1930s-era version of the culture wars.
From 1935 to 1939, this fledgling relief program, part of the WPA, or Works Progress Administration, brought compelling theater to the masses, staging over a thousand productions in 29 states seen by 30 million, or roughly one in four, Americans, two-thirds of whom had never seen a play before.

    


It offered a mix of Shakespeare and contemporary drama, including an all-Black production of "Macbeth" set in Haiti that opened in Harlem and toured parts of the country where Jim Crow still ruled; a modern dance project that included Black songs of protest; and with Hitler on the march in Europe, an adaptation of Sinclair Lewis's anti-fascist novel, "It Can't Happen Here."




Shapiro, who teaches at Columbia University and advises New York's Public Theater and its free Shakespeare in the Park festival, argues that Dies provided a template or "playbook" for Sen. Joseph McCarthy's better-known House Un-American Activities Committee hearings in the 1950s and for today's right-wing culture warriors who seek to ban books in public schools and censor productions of popular high school plays.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Dies committee hearings began on August 12, 1938, and over the next four months, Shapiro writes, "reputations would be smeared, impartiality abandoned, hearsay evidence accepted as fact, and those with honest differences of opinion branded un-American." The following June, President Roosevelt, whose popularity was waning, eliminated all government funding for the program.

    


In the epilogue Shapiro briefly wonders what might have happened if the Federal Theatre had survived. Perhaps "a more vibrant theatrical culture... a more informed citizenry... a more equitable and resilient democracy"? Instead, he writes, "Martin Dies begat Senator Joseph McCarthy, who begat Roy Cohn, who begat Donald Trump, who begat the horned `QAnon Shaman,' who from the dais of the Senate on January 6, 2021, thanked his fellow insurrectionists at the Capitol `for allowing us to get rid of the communists, the globalists, and the traitors within our government.'"
___
AP book reviews: https://apnews.com/hub/book-reviews
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                                        Joining news organizations that have chosen to collaborate rather than fight with the best-known artificial intelligence company, News Corp. has struck a multiyear deal to share news content with OpenAI for both training purposes and to answer questions from users.
As part of the deal, OpenAI will have access to both fresh and archived material from News Corp.'s major news publications, including The Wall Street Journal, Barron's and New York Post, Australian publications such as The Daily Telegraph, and others.
The companies would not talk about the length or value of the deal, although News Corp.'s Wall Street Journal said it could be worth more than $250 million over five years.
OpenAI has also made licensing deals with other media companies including The Associated Press, news publishing giants Axel Springer in Germany and Prisa Media in Spain, France's Le Monde newspaper and the London-based Financial Times.

    


For the most part, those deals gave access to news content that OpenAI uses for training. But in the News Corp. deal, the artificial intelligence company will be allowed to use news content to answer questions from users. Google announced this month that it is changing its search engines to more directly address queries, instead of directing people to articles put out by news organizations.




Taking a different approach, The New York Times late last year sued OpenAI and Microsoft, accusing the companies of effectively stealing the work of its journalists for use in training chatbots.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Sam Altman, CEO of OpenAI, said the News Corp. deal represents a proud moment for journalism and technology.
"Together, we are setting the foundation for a future where AI deeply respects, enhances and upholds the standards of world-class journalism," he said.
Jason Cuomo, senior vice president for Moody's Ratings, said the deal is credit positive.

    


"Collaborating with the leader in generative AI validates the company's approach to effectively monetizing the value of News Corp.'s media brands and validates the opportunity to grow sales and profitability in the news media segment," Cuomo said.
___
This story has been updated to make clear that the deal includes The Daily Telegraph in Australia, not the one in the U.K.
___
The Associated Press and OpenAI have a licensing and technology agreement that allows OpenAI access to part of AP's text archives.
___
AP Business Writer Matt O'Brien and Media Writer David Bauder contributed to this report.
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                    Police have dismantled a pro-Palestinian encampment at Wayne State University in Detroit, two days after the school suspended in-person classes and encouraged staff to work remotely.
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    [image: Protesters chant in front of a line of Wayne State police officers shortly after university authorities removed a pro-Palestinian encampment from campus on Thursday, May 30, 2024 in Detroit. (Marnie Munoz/Detroit News via AP)]
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            2 of 7 | In this image made from video provided by WXYZ, police dismantle a pro-Palestinian encampment at Wayne State University in Detroit on Thursday, May 30, 2024. The police action came two days after the school suspended in-person classes and encouraged staff to work remotely to avoid any problems with the protesters' encampment. (WXYZ via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 7
In this image made from video provided by WXYZ, police dismantle a pro-Palestinian encampment at Wayne State University in Detroit on Thursday, May 30, 2024. The police action came two days after the school suspended in-person classes and encouraged staff to work remotely to avoid any problems with the protesters' encampment. (WXYZ via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this image made from video provided by WXYZ, police stand guard after they dismantled a pro-Palestinian encampment at Wayne State University in Detroit on Thursday, May 30, 2024. The police action came two days after the school suspended in-person classes and encouraged staff to work remotely to avoid any problems with the protesters' encampment. (WXYZ via AP)]
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[image: U.S. Rep. Rasida Tlaib confronts a Wayne State police officer amid protests near campus Thursday, May 30, 2024 in Detroit. The protests started after a pro-Palestinian encampment on campus was removed by university police. (Marnie Munoz/Detroit News via AP)]
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[image: Wayne State University Police set up police tape on the perimeter of Gullen Mall on the campus of Wayne State University after breaking up the Pro-Palestinian encampment on Thursday, May 30, 2024 in Detroit. (Clarence Tabb, Jr. =midtn=-]
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[image: Mohamed Almawri, 38, a Pro-Palestinian supporter, listens to the speakers during a rally on Gullen Mall on the campus of Wayne State University after the police broke up the encampment and set up a perimeter around the campus, Thursday, May 30, 2024, in Detroit. (Clarence Tabb, Jr./Detroit News via AP)]
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[image: Pro-Palestinian protesters yell and chant at WSU Police officers during a rally on Gullen Mall after the police broke up the encampment and set up a perimeter around the campus on Thursday, May 30, 2024 in Detroit. (Clarence Tabb, Jr./Detroit News via AP)]
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                                        DETROIT (AP) -- Police broke up a pro-Palestinian encampment Thursday at Wayne State University in Detroit and arrested at least 12 people after organizers turned down offers to meet with school officials and refused to leave.
President Kimberly Andrews Espy cited health and safety concerns and disruptions to campus operations. Staff were encouraged to work remotely this week, and in-person summer classes were suspended.
"No individual or group is permitted to claim campus property for their own use and deny others access to that property," Espy said.
The camp, she added, "created an environment of exclusion -- one in which some members of our campus community felt unwelcome and unable to fully participate in campus life."
Television video showed Wayne State and Detroit police in riot gear tearing down fencing and breaking down tents erected May 23 on green space near the undergraduate library. 

    


The protesters chanted, "There's no riot here, why are you in riot gear?" 
At least 12 people were arrested for trespassing or other offenses, including one for assaulting a police officer, Wayne State spokesperson Matt Lockwood said.




Protest camps sprang up across the U.S. and in Europe as students demanded their universities stop doing business with Israel or companies that they say support its war in Gaza. Organizers seek to amplify calls to end Israel's war with Hamas, which they describe as a genocide against the Palestinians.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Wayne State has 16,000 undergraduate students but fewer during the summer term. The protesters have demanded that the school divest from weapons manufacturers supplying Israel, provide a full disclosure of investments and cease delegation trips to Israel.
Wayne State this week posted video of its efforts to invite protesters to private meetings with Espy and other officials if they would dismantle the camp. Lockwood said all were rejected. 

    


U.S. Rep. Rashida Tlaib, a Michigan Democrat, visited the encampment site Thursday after it was broken up to offer support to the protesters.
Ali Hassan, who represents WSU Students for Justice in Palestine, told WXYZ-TV this week that he believed the university's shift to remote learning means the administration is taking notice of the student protests.
"The reason that they went remote is because we have put pressure on them," he said.
The University of Michigan in Ann Arbor on May 21 broke up a similar encampment after 30 days.
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    [image: FILE - Law enforcement officers stand near armored and tactical vehicles in Bowdoin, Maine, following a mass shooting, Oct. 26, 2023. An independent commission investigating the deadliest shooting in Maine history plans to hear more testimony from law enforcement sources on communications and coordination problems. (AP Photo/Steven Senne, File)]
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                                        PORTLAND, Maine (AP) -- A sheriff is rebutting an allegation that some of his officers arrived at a mass shooting scene reeking of alcohol, saying in a statement that all officers were on duty or had just attended training before Lewiston police requested their assistance.
Cumberland County Sheriff Kevin Joyce said in a statement Wednesday that he "wholeheartedly" denies all allegations in a Portland police after-action report that suggested his officers had been drinking, had come from a funeral and dispatched themselves without orders. 
Joyce said it is unfortunate that he had to defend against "unfounded allegations" that arose after the deadliest mass shooting in state history as officers from across the state headed to Lewiston on Oct. 25, 2023. In the dark, a Cumberland County tactical vehicle nearly crashed into a Portland vehicle near where the gunman's vehicle was discovered after 18 people were killed at two locations.

    


Joyce said the driver of the Cumberland County mine-resistant, ambush-protected vehicle was a police officer who had been on duty in his municipality before reporting to the scene. 




The leader of the Portland special response team wrote that he spoke to occupants of the Cumberland County vehicle and smelled "intoxicants." He reported that they said they had come from a funeral and responded "we don't know" when asked who dispatched them to the scene. A Portland police spokesperson said Thursday that he had no further comment on the report.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Joyce said in his statement that he was never made aware, until the Portland report surfaced six months after the shooting, of potential misconduct when he was at the police command post on Oct. 25 or in the weeks afterward.
"I am confident that our members responded to the mass casualty event in Lewiston in both a sober and professional manner. I am proud of my staff for their actions and response on that fateful day," the sheriff said.
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                                        Another Michigan dairy worker has been diagnosed with bird flu, the third human case associated with an outbreak in U.S. dairy cows, health officials said Thursday.
This person developed respiratory symptoms, unlike the two workers, who had only mild eye symptoms, health officials said. But the farmworker was quickly provided antivirals and is recovering from respiratory symptoms, Michigan health officials said. 
The risk to the public remains low, although farmworkers exposed to infected animals are at higher risk, health officials said. The Michigan cases occurred on different farms and there are no signs of spread among people, officials said. 
Neither of the Michigan workers was wearing face shield or other personal protective equipment, which "tells us that direct exposure to infected livestock poses a risk to humans, and that PPE is an important tool in preventing spread among individuals who work on dairy and poultry farms," Dr. Natasha Bagdasarian, the chief medical executive of Michigan's health department, said in a statement.

    


In late March, a farmworker in Texas was diagnosed in what officials called the first known instance globally of a person catching this version of bird flu from a mammal. Last week, Michigan officials announced the first case there. 




Since 2020, a bird flu virus has been spreading among more animal species -- including dogs, cats, skunks, bears and even seals and porpoises -- in scores of countries. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The new case marks the fourth time a person in the United States has been diagnosed with what's known as Type A H5N1 virus. In 2022, a prison inmate in a work program picked it up while killing infected birds at a poultry farm in Montrose County, Colorado. His only symptom was fatigue, and he recovered. That predated the virus's appearance in cows.
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    [image: FILE - Chad Daybell sits during a court hearing, Aug. 4, 2020, in St. Anthony, Idaho. Prosecutors will make their final arguments to jurors on Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in the case of Daybell, who is accused of killing his wife and his new girlfriend's two youngest children. (John Roark/The Idaho Post-Register via AP, Pool, File)]
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[image: FILE - A boy looks at a memorial for Tylee Ryan and Joshua "JJ" Vallow in Rexburg, Idaho, on June 11, 2020. Prosecutors will make their final arguments to jurors on Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in the case of an Idaho man accused of killing his wife and his new girlfriend]
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                                        BOISE, Idaho (AP) -- Jury deliberations began Wednesday in the case of an Idaho man charged with murdering his wife and his girlfriend's two youngest children in what prosecutors said was a callous scheme for money, power and sex. 
"Three dead bodies ... and for what?" prosecutor Lindsey Blake told jurors in the trial of Chad Daybell. "Money, power and sex -- that's what the defendant cared about." 
Daybell, 55, is charged with three counts of first-degree murder, insurance fraud, and conspiracy to commit murder and grand theft in connection with the 2019 deaths of Tammy Daybell, 7-year-old Joshua "JJ" Vallow and 16-year-old Tylee Ryan. Prosecutors have said they will seek the death penalty if Daybell is convicted. 
But Daybell's defense attorney, John Prior, told jurors that there wasn't enough evidence to tie Daybell to the deaths. Prior said police looked only for things they could use against Daybell rather than the actual facts of the case -- and he claimed that the children's late uncle, Alex Cox, committed the crimes. 

    


"Alex Cox is a murderer, and he is not shy about shooting people," Prior said, noting that Cox had previously killed JJ Vallow's father in Arizona and that the two kids were the only witnesses to that shooting. 




He said Cox later tried to frame Daybell by burying the slain children in Daybell's yard in eastern Idaho. 
"Folks, if there is reasonable doubt - and there is reasonable doubt - you must, according to the judge's instructions, return a verdict of not guilty," Prior said. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Last year, the children's mother and Daybell's girlfriend, Lori Vallow Daybell, received a life sentence without parole for the killings.
Prosecutors have called dozens of witnesses to bolster their claims that Chad Daybell and Lori Vallow Daybell conspired to kill the two children and Tammy Daybell because they wanted to get rid of any obstacles to their relationship and to obtain money from survivor benefits and life insurance. Prosecutors say the couple justified the killings by creating an apocalyptic belief system that people could be possessed by evil spirits and turned into "zombies," and that the only way to save a possessed person's soul was for the possessed body to die.

    


Blake said Wednesday that Daybell styled himself a leader of what he called "The Church of the Firstborn" and told Vallow Daybell and others that he could determine if someone had become a "zombie." Daybell also claimed to be able to determine how close a person was to death by reading what he called their "death percentage," Blake said.
With these elements, Daybell followed a pattern for each of those who were killed, Blake said.
"They would be labeled as 'dark' by Chad Daybell. Their 'death percentage' would drop. Then they would have to die," she said.
Blake also said Daybell manipulated Vallow Daybell and her brother, Cox, into helping with the plan, at times bestowing 'spiritual blessings' on Cox and warning Vallow Daybell that the angels were angry because she was at times ignoring him.
Prior rejected the prosecution's descriptions of Daybell's beliefs. He described Daybell as a traditional member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, a deeply religious man who talked about his spiritual beliefs every chance he could get. 

    


"Whether you agree with light and dark, it doesn't matter. Whether you believe in death percentages, it doesn't matter," Prior said. "He's entitled to his beliefs." 
Chad Daybell and Vallow Daybell married just two weeks after Tammy Daybell's death in October 2019, raising suspicion among law enforcement officials. Tammy Daybell's body was later exhumed, and officials say an autopsy showed she died of asphyxiation. Chad Daybell had told officials that Tammy Daybell had been sick, and that she died in her sleep. 
Witnesses for both sides agreed that Chad Daybell and Vallow Daybell were having an affair that began well before Tammy Daybell died, and that the two young children were missing for months before their remains were found buried in Chad Daybell's backyard. 

    


The case began when Lori Vallow Daybell's then-estranged husband, Charles Vallow, was shot to death in July 2019 by Cox at his home in a Phoenix, Arizona suburb. Cox told police it was in self-defense and he was never charged.
Vallow Daybell, her kids JJ and Tylee, and Cox subsequently moved to eastern Idaho to be closer to Daybell, a self-published writer of doomsday-focused fiction loosely based on Mormon teachings. Soon, extended family reported the two children missing and law enforcement launched a search that spanned several states.
The children's remains were found nearly a year later, buried on Chad Daybell's property. Investigators later determined the children died in September 2019. Prosecutors say Cox conspired with Chad Daybell and Vallow Daybell in all three deaths, but Cox died of natural causes during the investigation and was never charged. 

    


Vallow Daybell's niece, Melani Pawlowski, testified at trial that the couple believed that people could be possessed by evil spirits, rendering them "zombies." Her testimony echoed that of Melanie Gibb, a friend of the couple who said during Vallow Daybell's trial that she heard Vallow Daybell call the two kids "zombies" before they vanished. 
Defense witnesses included Dr. Kathy Raven, a forensic pathologist who reviewed reports from Tammy Daybell's autopsy and said she believed the cause of death should have been classified as "undetermined."
Chad Daybell's son, Garth Daybell, told jurors he was home the night his mother died and that he heard no disturbance. He said he later felt like police officers and prosecutors were trying to pressure him to change his story, even threatening him with perjury charges at one point.
Seventh District Judge Steven Boyce told the jury panel that they would be sequestered during deliberations. Jurors deliberated for several hours before ending for the day and were to resume on Thursday.
If jurors find Daybell guilty of the murder or conspiracy charges, then they will be tasked with deciding if the death penalty should be imposed. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/idaho-murder-trial-daybell-vallow-kids-killed-1f6832f009b61cd2627970af7dc1b6a3
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    [image: Trader Gregory Rowe works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, May 30, 2024. U.S. stocks are drifting Thursday following mixed profit reports from big companies and signals that the economy may be cooling. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)]
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[image: Trader Leon Montana works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, May 30, 2024. U.S. stocks are drifting Thursday following mixed profit reports from big companies and signals that the economy may be cooling. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)]
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[image: Trader Michael Milano, center, works with colleagues on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, May 30, 2024. U.S. stocks are drifting Thursday following mixed profit reports from big companies and signals that the economy may be cooling. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)]
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[image: Trader Willian Leverick, left, works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, May 30, 2024. U.S. stocks are drifting Thursday following mixed profit reports from big companies and signals that the economy may be cooling. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)]
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[image: Trader Thomas Ferrigno works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, May 30, 2024. U.S. stocks are drifting Thursday following mixed profit reports from big companies and signals that the economy may be cooling. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)]
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[image: Specialist Michael Pistillo, left, and trader Robert Charmak work on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, May 30, 2024. U.S. stocks are drifting Thursday following mixed profit reports from big companies and signals that the economy may be cooling. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)]
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[image: Specialist Anthony Matesic, left, works at his post on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, May 30, 2024. U.S. stocks are drifting Thursday following mixed profit reports from big companies and signals that the economy may be cooling. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)]
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[image: Trader Edward Curran, right, works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, May 30, 2024. U.S. stocks are drifting Thursday following mixed profit reports from big companies and signals that the economy may be cooling. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)]
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[image: FILE - People pass the New York Stock Exchange on May 28, 2024, in New York. Shares have opened higher in Europe on Thursday, May 30, 2024, after a retreat in Asia. U.S. futures sank and oil prices fell back.(AP Photo/Peter Morgan, File)]
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[image: Trader Leon Montana works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, May 30, 2024. U.S. stocks are drifting Thursday following mixed profit reports from big companies and signals that the economy may be cooling. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)]
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[image: Trader Michael Milano, center, works with colleagues on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, May 30, 2024. U.S. stocks are drifting Thursday following mixed profit reports from big companies and signals that the economy may be cooling. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)]
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[image: Trader Willian Leverick, left, works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, May 30, 2024. U.S. stocks are drifting Thursday following mixed profit reports from big companies and signals that the economy may be cooling. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)]
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[image: Trader Thomas Ferrigno works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, May 30, 2024. U.S. stocks are drifting Thursday following mixed profit reports from big companies and signals that the economy may be cooling. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)]
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[image: Specialist Michael Pistillo, left, and trader Robert Charmak work on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, May 30, 2024. U.S. stocks are drifting Thursday following mixed profit reports from big companies and signals that the economy may be cooling. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)]
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[image: Specialist Anthony Matesic, left, works at his post on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, May 30, 2024. U.S. stocks are drifting Thursday following mixed profit reports from big companies and signals that the economy may be cooling. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)]
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[image: Trader Edward Curran, right, works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, May 30, 2024. U.S. stocks are drifting Thursday following mixed profit reports from big companies and signals that the economy may be cooling. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)]
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[image: FILE - People pass the New York Stock Exchange on May 28, 2024, in New York. Shares have opened higher in Europe on Thursday, May 30, 2024, after a retreat in Asia. U.S. futures sank and oil prices fell back.(AP Photo/Peter Morgan, File)]
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FILE - People pass the New York Stock Exchange on May 28, 2024, in New York. Shares have opened higher in Europe on Thursday, May 30, 2024, after a retreat in Asia. U.S. futures sank and oil prices fell back.(AP Photo/Peter Morgan, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- U.S. stocks are drifting Thursday following mixed profit reports from big companies and signals that the economy may be cooling.
The S&P 500 was 0.3% lower in midday trading, though the majority of stocks within the index and across Wall Street were rising. The Dow Jones Industrial Average was down 329 points, or 0.9%, as of 12:12 p.m. Eastern time, and the Nasdaq composite was 0.5% lower.
Salesforce was the main reason the Dow fell so much more than the rest of the market, losing about a fifth of its value. The company, which helps businesses manage their customers, reported weaker revenue for the latest quarter than analysts expected. It also gave forecasts for revenue in the current quarter and fiscal year that fell short of Wall Street's. Shares tumbled 19.9%. 
Kohl's fell even more, 24.1%, after reporting a surprise loss for the latest quarter when analysts were expecting to see a profit. The retailer said sales fell in the quarter from a year earlier as customers pulled back on clearance items. It cut its forecasts for sales and other financial targets this year because of the stumble.

    


Helping to support the market were better-than-expected profit reports from a range of companies. Best Buy topped forecasts even though its sales fell short last quarter, and its stock rose 11.6%. Foot Locker ran 18.7% higher after likewise reporting better-than-expected profit despite ringing up sales shy of analysts' forecasts.




Stocks also broadly got a boost from easing Treasury yields in the bond market. That helped most stocks on Wall Street to climb, and the smaller stocks in the Russell 2000 index gained 1.2%. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The drop in yields offered relief after they had climbed earlier this week on worries about tepid demand for Treasury bonds following several U.S. government auctions. Higher yields put downward pressure on all kinds of investments.

    


Yields fell Thursday after a couple reports showed the U.S. economy isn't quite as strong as expected. The hope on Wall Street is that the economy can cool down, but not by too much, so that the Federal Reserve can hit a precise landing where it gets high inflation under control without causing a bad recession.
One report showed more U.S. workers applied for unemployment benefits last week than expected, though the number of layoffs still remains low compared with history. Another suggested the overall U.S. economy's growth may not have been quite as strong as earlier thought. 
A slowdown in the economy could give the Federal Reserve more confidence that inflation is sustainably heading down to its 2% target. That in turn could convince it to cut the federal funds rate, which has been sitting at the highest level in more than two decades. 
The yield on the 10-year Treasury fell to 4.54% from 4.62% late Wednesday. The two-year yield, which more closely tracks expectations for Fed action, fell to 4.92% from 4.98%.
The more important data point will likely arrive Friday, when the U.S. government offers the latest monthly update on a gauge of inflation that the Federal Reserve prefers to use. That report "could dominate market sentiment until next Friday's jobs report," according to Chris Larkin, managing director, trading and investing, at E-Trade from Morgan Stanley.

    


Stubbornly high inflation earlier this year forced investors to push back repeatedly their forecasts for rate cuts this year, which proved way too optimistic. 
Until then, the tail end of earnings reporting season could offer the main drivers for the market. Profits have largely been better than expected for the start of 2024.
Outside of Salesforce, other tech-related companies had warmer market receptions to their latest profit reports.
C3.ai jumped 16.4% after the software company topped expectations for both profit and revenue in the latest quarter. HP gained 17.8% after edging past forecasts for earnings.
Many retailers are also reporting, as they usually do to close each earnings season, and scrutiny is high because of worries about cracks forming in the main engine of the U.S. economy, spending by U.S. households. Still-high inflation is hurting, particularly those making lower incomes.

    


Dollar General swung between gains and losses after beating profit forecasts and edging past expectations for revenue in the latest quarter. The retailer, which serve many lower-income customers, said it saw strong traffic growth at its stores through the quarter. It was recently down 4.3%. 
Build-A-Bear Workshop tumbled 13.4%. The company, where customers can build their own stuffed animals, reported worse drops in revenue and results for the latest quarter than analysts expected. The company said it had to contend with a "weaker spending environment" overall that dragged on its business.
In stock markets abroad, indexes rose modestly in much of Europe after struggling in Asia. Japan's Nikkei 225 fell 1.3%, South Korea's Kospi dropped 1.6% and Hong Kong's Hang Seng sank 1.3%.
___
AP Business Writers Matt Ott and Elaine Kurtenbach contributed. 
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                                        AKRON, Ohio (AP) -- Hundreds gathered in an Ohio city on Wednesday to unveil a plaza and statue dedicated to abolitionist Sojourner Truth at the very spot where the women's rights pioneer gave an iconic 1851 speech now known as "Ain't I a Woman?"
Truth, a formerly enslaved person, delivered the speech to a crowd gathered at the Universalist Old Stone Church in Akron for the Ohio Women's Rights Convention. In the speech, Truth drew upon the hardships she faced while she was enslaved and asked the audience why her humanity and the humanity of other enslaved African Americans was not seen in the same light as white Americans.
Though the church no longer exists, the Sojourner Truth Legacy Plaza and the United Way of Summit and Medina Counties now stand in its place.
Towanda Mullins, chairperson of the Sojourner Truth Project-Akron, said the plaza will honor a piece of the country's past and help to shape its future. 

    


"It's going to remind others to be the first one to speak up, to speak up for all, not just for some," she said. 
Before taking the name Sojourner Truth, Isabella Bomfree was born into slavery in or around 1797 in the Hudson Valley. She walked away from the home of her final owner in 1826 with her infant daughter after he reneged on a promise to free her. She went to work for the Van Wagenen family, and took their surname.




Truth is believed to be the first Black woman to successfully sue white men to get her son released from slavery, though it's possible there were other cases researchers are unaware of. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The statue, created by artist and Akron native Woodrow Nash, shows Truth standing tall, holding a book. The monument sits on top of an impala lily, the national flower of Ghana, where Truth's father traced his heritage. 
"It was an opportunity to embed within the design of the memorial to uplift the overlooked contribution of Black women civic leaders that have sojourned in Truth's footsteps," said Brent Leggs, executive director of the African American Cultural Heritage Action Fund and senior vice president at the National Trust for Historic Preservation.

    


Large, stone pillars stand guard around the plaza with words like "faith" and "activism" engraved at the top, with a quote from Truth below it. 
One of Truth's quotes on a pillar reads, "I will not allow my life's light to be determined by the darkness around me." 
Dion Harris, the landscape architect who designed the plaza said he wanted to use natural materials from the northeast Ohio area that would have been used to construct the former church, including sandstone and stone.
"I wanted to show the industrial side of Akron," Harris said. "I wanted to show every side of her and capture some of the time of the 1850s when she came."
Akron's statue and plaza isn't the only place Truth is honored. A bronze statue depicting her and women's rights pioneers Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony was unveiled in New York's Central Park in 2020, becoming the park's first monument honoring historical heroines. Another statue of Truth was unveiled in Angola, Indiana, in 2021, at the same place she gave a speech in June 1861, according to the city's website. 

    


The African American Cultural Heritage Action Fund opened the plaza. The project was funded by the Knight Foundation, United Way of Summit and Medina, the Sojourner Truth Project-Akron and the Akron Community Foundation, according to a release. 
"This is not an African American story. This is an American story. History at its best for all people," Mullins said.
___
This story has been corrected to show that Brent Leggs is a senior vice president at the National Trust for Historic Preservation, not the African American Cultural Heritage Action Fund.
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                                        NORTHFIELD, Vt. (AP) -- More than 40 years after some Vermont children waiting for a school bus discovered a dead baby off the side of the road, state police have announced that they found the infant's parents and no charges will be filed.
The deceased infant was found in Northfield on April 1, 1982, state police said Wednesday. Investigators determined that the deceased baby was a recently born boy but his identify was unknown. An autopsy was unable to determine the cause of death or if the baby died of existing medical conditions, police said. 
The initial investigation did not turn up any information to help identify the infant or his parents, police said. Evidentiary DNA testing was not available at the time and the case remained unresolved, police said. 
In 2020, state police worked with a DNA technology company to do genealogy analysis with the work funded by donations. In 2021, the company provided possible names of the baby's biological mother and father, who had ties to the Northfield area in 1982.

    


Vermont State Police said they contacted the individuals at their home in Maine and obtained DNA from them, which confirmed they were the parents. The father told police he left Vermont for an extended period in 1982 and did not know about the pregnancy or disposal of the deceased baby. The mother admitted she unlawfully disposed of the deceased infant. She said she did not know she was pregnant, and did not have any symptoms until she began to feel abdominal pain. She labored alone for several hours and lost consciousness, she told police. She said when she came to, she realized she had delivered a baby but the umbilical cord was wrapped around his neck and he did not survive, according to police. 




She said she planned to find a spot in the woods to bury him but while walking in the woods she thought she heard voices and got scared. She slipped and the baby fell from her arms and she ran, police said. 
State police met with the county prosecutor about the case, who determined that charges of murder are unwarranted, police said. Charges related to the unauthorized disposal of a dead body are beyond the statute of limitations, police said.
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                                        CINCINNATI (AP) -- A suspect with a gun and a bystander inside a grocery store near Cincinnati were shot and injured during a shootout with officers, police said. 
Officers in Colerain Township responded to a call about shots fired at a Kroger store Wednesday, and when they arrived the suspect pointed a gun at police outside the store, said Colerain Township Police Chief Ed Cordie said.
After exchanging shots, the suspect retreated into the store and they continued the gunfight inside the store, he said. 
Both the suspect and bystander who were shot were taken to a hospital and are expected to survive, Cordie added. Police did not say who shot the bystander. 
Latashia Sawyer, who was inside the store with her daughter, told WCPO-TV that she heard shots and that an employee told them to "run for your life."
"People just started scattering and going about everywhere," she said. "Then we heard more gunshots -- I counted at least 20."
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                                        AUSTIN, Texas (AP) -- More than 5 million Texans, or one in six people in the state, live or work in an area susceptible to flooding, according to a draft of the state's first-ever flood plan.
The plan by the Texas Water Development Board is an effort to reduce the risk for those people by recommending solutions to harden Texas against floods and rising sea levels. The board was required to create the plan in a 2019 state law passed in response to Hurricane Harvey.
The public can make comments on the plan during a May 30 meeting in Austin and have until June 17 to submit comments online.
The plan, released in early May, estimates that close to 1.3 million Texas homes are in flood-prone areas.
Sarah Kirkle, the director of policy and legislative affairs for the Texas Water Conservation Association, which represents water professionals including water districts, water authorities and groundwater conservation districts, said the plan is significant because it gives the most complete picture yet of which areas of the state are most at risk for flooding.

    


The plan used existing flood data to create the maps that served as a baseline, but many state regions either didn't have flood maps, or used outdated maps.




Local water managers filled the gaps with their knowledge and the TWDB contracted flood risk modeling data company Fathom to help.
"When the plan is approved, it's going to be a historic moment for Texas," Kirkle said. "This will be a really critical piece in understanding the topography and where you have higher and lower elevations in order to properly plan for which parts of the state are going to be subject to the risk."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Climate change is increasing flood risks in Texas, bringing warmer temperatures that cause more water to evaporate from the land and oceans, leading to heavier rainfall. Climate change also intensifies hurricanes and sea level rise -- all of which may cause river floods to become larger and more frequent.

    


Texas has a long history of flooding, and Harvey, a Category 4 hurricane that dumped more than 50 inches of rain in parts of the Houston area over four days, was the wettest tropical cyclone in U.S. history and caused nearly $125 billion in damages. More recently, back-to-back, heavy spring rains caused widespread flooding and evacuations across Southeast Texas.
More than 2.4 million people live or work in a 100-year floodplain -- areas that have a 1% chance of flooding each year -- according to the draft state flood plan. Another 2.8 million people are in a 500-year floodplain, which have a 0.2% chance of flooding each year.
One-fourth of the state's land -- roughly 67,000 square miles -- either falls within the 100-year floodplain or the 500-year floodplain, according to the plan. And each of the state's 254 counties has experienced at least one federally-declared flood disaster since 1953, according to the TWDB.
The plan includes a set of legislative recommendations from the TWDB and another set by 15 regional groups, anchored by one of the state's major watersheds, that helped create the plan.

    


The state flood plan estimates that recommended flood mitigation projects to reduce the risk of flooding across Texas could cost more than $49 billion, but more than half of the money would be allocated to the "Ike Dike" project, a coastal barrier intended to protect the Houston region from storm surge during hurricanes. TWDB is recommending that state lawmakers allocate additional funding for flood mitigation and prevention projects.
The state's Flood Infrastructure Fund, which was created in 2019, has dedicated nearly $644 million through loans and grants to local governments to finance drainage and flood mitigation projects. Lawmakers have voted to allocate about $1.4 billion for the fund since it was created.
Kirkle said the state doesn't have a reliable source of revenue for flood projects unless state lawmakers approve additional funding each legislative session.
"It makes flood mitigation strategies really difficult to fund," Kirkle said.

    


TWDB is also asking lawmakers to implement a flood early warning system across the state, which they believe will help alert residents when to evacuate using social media, radio, and reverse 911 calls.
Other recommendations by TWDB include asking lawmakers to establish a technical assistance program to help small, remote, rural and disadvantaged communities who are strained for resources to apply for grants or loans. That can include state staff walking communities through flood project options or even motivating them to consider applying for a grant.
According to the plan, more than 70% of all flood fatalities in Texas occur when people try to cross flooded low water crossings. The TWDB recommends additional funding for the removal of low water crossings, additional signage and bridge improvements.

    


Because money is limited for flood projects, the regional groups recommended that the state give counties the authority to collect drainage fees in unincorporated areas -- currently only cities can charge such fees. The regional groups argue this would help counties self-finance flood mitigation and drainage projects outside of city limits.
According to a 2023 Nationwide Stormwater Utility Survey by Western Kentucky University, of the 1,450 cities and counties in Texas, only about 150 communities have a dedicated drainage fee.
Cyrus Reed, conservation director for the Lone Star Chapter of the Sierra Club, said the plan is an impressive effort, but does have some limitations.
He said the modeling used for the plan to predict how often floods can occur is outdated and looks at historic climate variability as opposed to future climate variables.
"What we thought was a one in 100 chance of flood, or one in 500, they may be much more frequent than we were thinking because the climate is changing," he said.
TWDB will finalize the plan this summer and deliver it to the Legislature by Sept. 1.
___
This story was originally published by The Texas Tribune and distributed through a partnership with The Associated Press.
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[image: FILE - Alex Murdaugh, convicted of killing his wife, Maggie, and younger son, Paul, in June 2021, listens during a hearing on the motion for a retrial, Jan. 16, 2024, at the Richland County Judicial Center, in Columbia, S.C. Former Colleton County Clerk of Court Becky Hill faces 76 counts of ethics violations that say she used her office for personal gain. (Gavin McIntyre/The Post and Courier via AP, Pool)]
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                                        COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) -- South Carolina officials have filed 76 counts of ethics violations against the court clerk who handled the Alex Murdaugh murder trial.
The 25 pages of allegations accuse former Colleton County Clerk of Court Becky Hill of allowing a photo of Murdaugh in a holding cell to be taken to promote her book on the trial, giving herself bonuses, and using county money to buy dozens of lunches for her staff, prosecutors and a vendor.
Hill also struck a deal with a documentary maker to use the county courtroom in exchange for promoting her book on the trial, which later she admitted had plagiarized passages, according to the South Carolina Ethics Commission complaint earlier this month.
The commission will hold a hearing similar to a trial in December on the accusations unless Hill and her lawyer settle the case before then. Hill could have to reimburse the expenses and face thousands of dollars or more in fines. And if the commission thinks she broke any laws, they can forward the information to prosecutors.

    


A criminal investigation into whether Hill tampered with the Murdaugh jury or misused her office continues, the State Law Enforcement Division said Thursday.




Hill resigned in March during the last year of her four year term, citing the public scrutiny of Murdaugh's trial and wanting to spend time with her grandchildren. She hasn't publicly addressed the ethics allegations and her lawyer didn't return a message Thursday.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Murdaugh was convicted of killing his wife and younger son after a six-week trial in Colleton County last year. The case involved power, danger, money and privilege and an attorney whose family lorded over his small South Carolina county for nearly a century.
Murdaugh is appealing his conviction and life without parole sentence in part accusing Hill of trying to influence jurors to vote guilty and being biased against Murdaugh for her book. Murdaugh is also serving decades in prison for admitting to stealing millions of dollars from settlements for clients who suffered horrible injuries or deaths and from his family's law firm.

    


An initial appeal was denied, but the judge said she wasn't sure Hill told the truth about her dealings with jurors and was "attracted by the siren call of celebrity."
The ethics allegations against Hill say she bought lunches for prosecutors and then paid herself back with county money. One count said she spent $543.89 for food and alcohol for a going away lunch for an employee in a local prosecutor's office.
None of the allegations mention spending for public defenders or defense attorneys.
Hill gave herself nearly $10,000 in bonuses from federal money that is meant to improve child support collection but has few rules on how it is spent, according to the complaint.
The former clerk used public money to buy meals for her staff, her family, judges, court employees and others 36 times. She reimbursed herself for gifts bought for jurors and her staff on Valentine's Day and for her employees on Mother's Day, Father's Day and Easter, the complaint said.
Expenses included $481 for a 50th birthday party for a staffer and dog food, bones and a pet bed for another, ethics officials said.
In all, Hill is accused of spending nearly $20,000 in county money in ways she shouldn't, according to the complaint.
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                                        RENO, Nev. (AP) -- Larry Hicks, a federal judge in Nevada for more than 20 years, died after being struck by a vehicle near the courthouse in Reno, authorities and his family said. He was 80.
Hicks was a pedestrian struck at an intersection Wednesday afternoon, taken to a hospital and pronounced dead, Reno police said in a news release. The driver cooperated with authorities, and impairment didn't appear to be a factor.
Hicks was the father of current Washoe County District Attorney Chris Hicks, whose office released a statement on behalf of the Hicks family.
"Judge Larry Hicks was a deeply admired lawyer and judge, a devoted friend, mentor, and a committed servant to the administration of justice," the statement said. "To us, he was first and foremost, a man who put nothing before family. He was a hero in all manners, a loving husband of nearly 59 years, a doting dad, an adoring Papa, and brother. His loss is beyond comprehension."

    


Hicks was nominated to the U.S. District Court for Nevada in 2001 by Republican President George W. Bush and was sworn in shortly after the Sept. 11 attacks. He continued to hear cases after assuming senior judge status in 2012.




Hicks was born in Evanston, Illinois; graduated from the University of Nevada, Reno, and the University of Colorado School of Law; and became a prosecutor in Reno in 1968. He was elected as Washoe County district attorney in 1975 and served until 1979, when he joined a prominent Nevada law firm, according to the State Bar of Nevada. He was awarded the association's Presidential Award in 2020.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Flags will be flown at half-staff over Nevada's federal courthouses, the U.S. District Court said.
___
This version has been corrected to show that Hicks assumed senior status in 2012, not 2013, and was elected Washoe County district attorney in 1975 and served until 1979, instead of serving from 1974-78.
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    [image: This photo provided by U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission shows Medline Bed Assist Bar adult bed rails. Medical supply company Medline Industries is recalling some 1.5 million portable adult bed rails across the U.S. and Canada, Thursday, May 30, 2024, following two reports of entrapment deaths associated with the products. The recall impacts two models of Medline's ]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Medical supply company Medline Industries is recalling some 1.5 million portable adult bed rails across the U.S. and Canada, following two reports of entrapment deaths associated with the products.
The recall impacts two models of Medline's "Bed Assist Bars." According to a Thursday announcement from the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission, users of these bed rails can become entrapped within the bed rail itself or between the product and the side of a mattress when it's attached to a bed. 
This poses "a serious entrapment hazard and risk of death by asphyxiation," the CPSC notes.
To date, the Commission added, Medline has received two reports of entrapment deaths associated with the recalled Bed Assist Bars in the U.S -- involving a 76-year-old woman who died in an Iowa senior nursing facility in 2019 and a 87-year-old woman who died at a South Carolina residential care facility in 2023.

    


One additional injury in the U.S. has also been reported, according to Health Canada's Thursday announcement. No injuries or incidents in Canada were reported to Medline as of Monday, Health Canada noted.




Medline sold about 1.5 million of the now-recalled Bed Assist Bars from July 2009 through March 2024 in the U.S. -- through its own websites and major retailers online, including Amazon and Walmart. They cost between $32 and $64. More than 5,500 were additionally sold in Canada between February 2013 and March 2024.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The recalled bed rails, which were manufactured in China, can be identified by two model numbers: MDS6800BA and MDS6800BAH. 
The CPSC and Health Canada urges consumers in possession of these products to stop using them immediately -- and contact Medline to request a refund.
The Associated Press reached out to Northfield, Illinois-based Medline for statement Thursday.
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                                        HONOLULU (AP) -- More than 48,000 Hawaiian Electric Co. customers living in some of the state's driest areas will soon face the prospect of advance power shutoffs -- and outages that could last several days -- in order to reduce the risk of sparking a wildfire when the weather turns especially windy.
The state's largest utility company unveiled the details of its much-anticipated "public safety power shutoff" plan Wednesday, the latest move to try and reduce wildfire risk in Hawaii following last year's deadly blazes on Maui.
Those shutoffs will be ready to take effect starting July 1 in some of the drier and more fire-prone parts of Oahu, Molokai, Maui and Hawaii island.
"This is our first shot at this," Hawaiian Electric Co. Vice President of Communications Jim Kelly said during a press conference at the Ward Avenue operations office, which various police, fire and emergency responder personnel also attended.

    


"In certain extreme conditions, it is the last line of defense," Kelly said of the new plan.
HECO faced widespread criticism after the Lahaina devastation for not having a shutoff plan in place prior to the fires. Many of the utility's counterparts in California and other wildfire-prone states on the mainland already had those plans and had used them. 




Ever since the Maui fires, the island utility has repeatedly stated that shutting off the power in such a manner could have enormous impacts on the surrounding community. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

On Wednesday, company officials asked the residents living within its new shutoff plan boundaries -- particularly those who depend on ventilators, dialysis machines and other medical devices -- to have their own plan ready should such an extended outage occur. That could involve using a backup generator or arranging to stay with friends and family outside of the affected area.
Some 1,180 "medically vulnerable" customers living in the new shutoff boundaries have already registered with HECO, allowing the company to work with them directly in an outage, according to Brendon Bailey, HECO's vice president for customer service.

    


Still, "we know there's a lot more out there," Kelly said Wednesday.
The shutoff area maps that Hawaiian Electric Co. provided on Wednesday will be used for the wildfire season that just started, Kelly said. It could be refined in subsequent seasons once the company sees how the plan performs and as it hardens more parts of the grid against wildfire, he added.
Company officials said that they consulted with local wildfire experts when crafting those maps.
"I'm pleased with the collaborative process. They're not just inventing random things. It's been vetted, it's been thoughtful," said nonprofit Hawaii Wildfire Management Organization Co-Director Elizabeth Pickett, who met with HECO regarding the maps. 
But whether the map areas will be effective? "I have no idea," she added.
The shutoff program hasn't been used in Hawaii yet and "good faith effort is pretty much all we can ask for," she said.
Pickett added that she's concerned the public might confuse the new HECO maps as the only areas in the state that face wildfire risk. 

    


"Hawaiian Electric is doing its part, but it's important to understand the fire risk areas are well outside of this" from other ignition sources beyond damaged and downed transmission lines, she said.
The company aims to give the public as much as two days advance notice that it might shut off the power in certain areas. However, it might have to shut off the power more quickly depending on the weather, said Colton Ching, Hawaiian Electric Co.'s Vice President for Planning and Technology.
The company will consider red flag warnings issued by the National Weather Service plus data from its own weather stations and humidity levels near its equipment when deciding whether to cut the power, Ching said Wednesday.
Typically, red flag warnings require wind gusts of 25 mph or greater. However, HECO likely would not issue its alert for a potential shutoff until those gusts reach 45 mph, he added.
Company officials did not have an estimate for how many times it expects to shut off the power in advance during this wildfire season, if at all -- it all depends on the weather, they said.

    


If the shutoffs do occur, HECO estimates they could last anywhere from six hours to several days depending on the severity of the weather and the damage done to its transmission lines and equipment.
Some 94 circuits on the grid on the four islands are located within the shutoff plan boundaries, according to Ching. The company could isolate the shutoffs to circuits that fall within the areas affected by bad weather, he added. 
Hawaiian Electric Co. is installing 54 weather stations across its coverage area to better monitor conditions around its equipment, Kelly said. 
On Oahu, the areas included in the shutoff plan are restricted to the Leeward Coast and could potentially shut down all of the pumps, wells and other equipment used by the Honolulu Board of Water Supply to provide water to the 50,000 or so residents there, according to BWS Manager and Chief Engineer Ernie Lau.

    


If that happens, BWS would rely on two gravity-powered tunnels in Waianae that can provide some of that water without electricity, Lau said. The agency would also pump in water from the neighboring areas of Koolina and Barbers Point and mobilize generators at some of its Leeward Coast pumping stations to get water to the community there, he added.
Still, the communities would likely have to conserve water during those outages, Lau said.
The kits and supplies that residents gather for hurricanes could also work well for the wildfire power shutoffs, emergency officials said Wednesday. Plus, the wildfire and hurricane seasons largely coincide, they added, with the wildfire season having started in May and the new hurricane season about to start in June.
"We're all getting better at what we do," Pickett said Wednesday of the emergency preparedness efforts across Hawaii. "I feel hopeful that we're moving the needle -- but we're not there yet."
___
This story was originally published by Honolulu Civil Beat and distributed through a partnership with The Associated Press.
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                                        Federal regulators have given Amazon key permission that will allow it to expand its drone delivery program, the company announced Thursday. 
In a blog post published on its website, Seattle-based Amazon said that the Federal Aviation Administration has given its Prime Air delivery service the OK to operate drones "beyond visual line of sight," removing a barrier that has prevented its drones from traveling longer distances. 
With the approval, Amazon pilots can now operate drones remotely without seeing it with their own eyes. An FAA spokesperson said the approval applies to College Station, Texas, where the company launched drone deliveries in late 2022. 
Amazon said its planning to immediately scale its operations in that city in an effort to reach customers in more densely populated areas. It says the approval from regulators also "lays the foundation" to scale its operations to more locations around the country. 

    


Businesses have wanted simpler rules that could open neighborhood skies to new commercial applications of drones, but privacy advocates and some airplane and balloon pilots remain wary. 




Amazon, which has sought this permission for years, said it received approval from regulators after developing a strategy that ensures its drones could detect and avoid obstacles in the air.
Furthermore, the company said it submitted other engineering information to the FAA and conducted flight demonstrations in front of federal inspectors. Those demonstrations were also done "in the presence of real planes, helicopters, and a hot air balloon to demonstrate how the drone safely navigated away from each of them," Amazon said. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The FAA's approval marks a key step for the company, which has had ambitions to deliver online orders through drones for more than a decade. During a TV interview in 2013, Amazon founder Jeff Bezos said drones would be flying to customer's homes within five years. However, the company's progress was delayed amid regulatory setbacks. 

    


Last month, Amazon said it would close a drone delivery site in Lockeford, California - one of only two in the nation - and open another one later this year in Tolleson, Arizona, a city located west of Phoenix.
By the end of the decade, the company has a goal of delivering 500 million packages by drone every year. 
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                                        RAPID CITY, S.D. (AP) -- A South Dakota man pushed a police officer during the Jan. 6, 2021, riot at the U.S. Capitol and was among those who shoved a large metal "Trump" sign into a police line, the U.S. Department of Justice said.
William George Knight, 37, of Rapid City, was arrested by the FBI on May 26. He was charged with two felonies: obstruction of law enforcement during a civil disorder; and assaulting, resisting or impeding certain officers. He also was charged with five misdemeanors. The Justice Department announced the arrest and charges on Wednesday.
Knight was released to home detention following a brief court hearing on Wednesday. Knight's attorney, federal public defender Jennifer Albertson, declined comment on Thursday.
The Justice Department alleges in a court document that Knight was among the first rioters to breach a restricted area near the Capitol. After police set up a barrier using bike racks, Knight grabbed one of the racks and pulled it away so hard that he fell backward, the Justice Department alleged.

    


Later, Knight and others pushed a large metal-framed sign that read "Trump" toward the police line, and Knight shoved a police officer before grabbing one of the protective bike racks away from the police line, the court document states.




Knight and other rioters pushed against the line of officers, causing the line to collapse, the Justice Department said. Knight then went into the Capitol's Lower West Terrace, where he stayed for at least two hours, the agency said.
All told, more than 1,400 people have been charged in connection with the riot, according to the U.S. Department of Justice.
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                                        MONTGOMERY, Ala. (AP) -- Alabama is set to execute a man Thursday evening who was convicted of bludgeoning an elderly couple to death 20 years ago to steal prescription drugs and $140 from their home.
Jamie Ray Mills, 50, is scheduled to be put to death Thursday evening at a south Alabama prison. It will be Alabama's first execution since the state conducted the nation's first execution using nitrogen gas in January. Lethal injection remains the state's main execution method unless an inmate has requested nitrogen.
Mills was convicted of capital murder in the 2004 killings of Floyd Hill, 87, and his 72-year-old wife, Vera Hill, in Guin, about 80 miles (130 kilometers) northwest of Birmingham. Prosecutors said Mills and his wife went to the couple's home where he attacked the couple with a hammer, tire tool and machete.
Mills, who maintained his innocence at his 2007 trial, has asked the U.S. Supreme Court to intervene. His attorneys argued newly obtained evidence shows the prosecution lied about having a plea agreement with Mills' wife to spare her from the death penalty if she testified against her husband. Alabama Attorney General Steve Marshall's office asked the justices to let the execution proceed.

    


Floyd Hill was the primary caregiver for his wife, who was diabetic and in poor health. He kept her medications in a tackle box in the couple's kitchen. The Hills regularly held yard sales to supplement their income. When the couple's granddaughter couldn't reach them, responding officers found them in pools of blood in the backyard shed where they stored items for yard sales.




Floyd Hill died from blunt- and sharp-force wounds to the head and neck and Vera Hill died about 12 weeks later from complications of head trauma, the attorney general's office wrote in a court filing. Vera Hill was largely unable to talk after the attack other than to call out for her husband, according to court documents.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

At the time, Mills had recently quit a job as an auto mechanic at a gas station where his boss described him as a "hard worker." He was over $10,000 behind in child support for his two sons, was upset over his parents' failing health and had relapsed into drug use, court documents added.

    


JoAnn Mills became the key witness against her common-law husband. She testified that after staying up all night smoking methamphetamine, her husband told her they were going to see a man about some money and she should follow his lead at the house. Once at the home, she testified, she saw her husband repeatedly strike the couple in the backyard shed, according to court documents. 
A jury convicted Jamie Mills of capital murder and voted 11-1 for the death sentence, which a judge imposed. JoAnn Mills had also been charged with capital murder, but after testifying against her husband, she pleaded to a reduced charge of murder and received a life sentence with the possibility of parole. She remains incarcerated.
The final appeals before the U.S. Supreme Court focused on arguments that the prosecution failed to disclose a deal with JoAnn Mills and challenges to the state's lethal injection protocol. JoAnn Mill's trial attorney, Tony Glenn, wrote in a February affidavit that before the 2007 trial, he met with the district attorney, who agreed to let her plead guilty to a lesser charge if she testified. On the stand JoAnn Mills said she was only hoping to gain "some forgiveness from God" by testifying.

    


"The state of Alabama plans to execute Jamie Mills by lethal injection on May 30 despite new evidence that prosecutors obtained his conviction illegally by falsely telling the judge and jury they had not made a deal with the State's star witness," the Equal Justice Initiative, representing Mills, wrote on its website.
The state asked the court to let the execution proceed and argued that the district attorney and investigator maintain there was no plea deal. They said other evidence also connects him to the crime. 
"The jury that decided Mills's fate heard copious inculpatory evidence, including that the murder weapons were found in his trunk alongside a pair of pants with his name on them, covered in the blood of one of the victims," the state wrote. 

    


Attorneys for Mills argued the trunk was unlocked and that the items could have been put there by someone else. They noted the murder weapons had unidentified DNA on them. Without JoAnn Mills testimony, his attorneys wrote, the state's case against Mills "was consistent with Mr. Mills' theory of defense that he was framed" by a drug dealer arrested the night of the killings with the victims' pills and a large amount of cash.
Attorneys for Mills also cited problems at past lethal injections to argue that Alabama subjects inmates to an "unnecessarily prolonged and torturous execution process" where inmates are strapped to the gurney for a long period of time ahead of the lethal injection, without access to counsel. The state called the claim meritless.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/alabama-execution-elderly-couple-murder-lethal-injection-c7677a5fdf91312b6860c94de2afa565



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    US economic growth last quarter is revised down from 1.6% rate to 1.3%, but consumers kept spending | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



US economic growth last quarter is revised down from 1.6% rate to 1.3%, but consumers kept spending

    US economic growth last quarter is revised down from 1.6% rate to 1.3%, but consumers kept spending

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - A 2024 Ford F-150 truck is assembled at the Dearborn Truck Plant, Thursday, April 11, 2024, in Dearborn, Mich. On Thursday, May 30, 2024, the Commerce Department issues its second estimate of how the U.S. economy performed in the first quarter of 2024. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 3 | FILE - A 2024 Ford F-150 truck is assembled at the Dearborn Truck Plant, Thursday, April 11, 2024, in Dearborn, Mich. On Thursday, May 30, 2024, the Commerce Department issues its second estimate of how the U.S. economy performed in the first quarter of 2024. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - A combine is shown harvesting soybeans on Nov. 8, 2023, in Lynnville, Ky. On Thursday, May 30, 2024, the Commerce Department issues its second estimate of how the U.S. economy performed in the first quarter of 2024. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 3 | FILE - A combine is shown harvesting soybeans on Nov. 8, 2023, in Lynnville, Ky. On Thursday, May 30, 2024, the Commerce Department issues its second estimate of how the U.S. economy performed in the first quarter of 2024. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Trucks drive amongst shipping containers at a BNSF intermodal terminal on Dec. 29, 2023, in Edgerton, Kan. On Thursday, May 30, 2024, the Commerce Department issues its second estimate of how the U.S. economy performed in the first quarter of 2024. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 3 | FILE - Trucks drive amongst shipping containers at a BNSF intermodal terminal on Dec. 29, 2023, in Edgerton, Kan. On Thursday, May 30, 2024, the Commerce Department issues its second estimate of how the U.S. economy performed in the first quarter of 2024. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        US economic growth last quarter is revised down from 1.6% rate to 1.3%, but consumers kept spending

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - A 2024 Ford F-150 truck is assembled at the Dearborn Truck Plant, Thursday, April 11, 2024, in Dearborn, Mich. On Thursday, May 30, 2024, the Commerce Department issues its second estimate of how the U.S. economy performed in the first quarter of 2024. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 3 | FILE - A 2024 Ford F-150 truck is assembled at the Dearborn Truck Plant, Thursday, April 11, 2024, in Dearborn, Mich. On Thursday, May 30, 2024, the Commerce Department issues its second estimate of how the U.S. economy performed in the first quarter of 2024. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 3
FILE - A 2024 Ford F-150 truck is assembled at the Dearborn Truck Plant, Thursday, April 11, 2024, in Dearborn, Mich. On Thursday, May 30, 2024, the Commerce Department issues its second estimate of how the U.S. economy performed in the first quarter of 2024. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - A combine is shown harvesting soybeans on Nov. 8, 2023, in Lynnville, Ky. On Thursday, May 30, 2024, the Commerce Department issues its second estimate of how the U.S. economy performed in the first quarter of 2024. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 3 | FILE - A combine is shown harvesting soybeans on Nov. 8, 2023, in Lynnville, Ky. On Thursday, May 30, 2024, the Commerce Department issues its second estimate of how the U.S. economy performed in the first quarter of 2024. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 3
FILE - A combine is shown harvesting soybeans on Nov. 8, 2023, in Lynnville, Ky. On Thursday, May 30, 2024, the Commerce Department issues its second estimate of how the U.S. economy performed in the first quarter of 2024. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Trucks drive amongst shipping containers at a BNSF intermodal terminal on Dec. 29, 2023, in Edgerton, Kan. On Thursday, May 30, 2024, the Commerce Department issues its second estimate of how the U.S. economy performed in the first quarter of 2024. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 3 | FILE - Trucks drive amongst shipping containers at a BNSF intermodal terminal on Dec. 29, 2023, in Edgerton, Kan. On Thursday, May 30, 2024, the Commerce Department issues its second estimate of how the U.S. economy performed in the first quarter of 2024. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 3
FILE - Trucks drive amongst shipping containers at a BNSF intermodal terminal on Dec. 29, 2023, in Edgerton, Kan. On Thursday, May 30, 2024, the Commerce Department issues its second estimate of how the U.S. economy performed in the first quarter of 2024. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            PAUL WISEMAN

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The U.S. economy grew at a sluggish 1.3% annual pace from January through March, the weakest quarterly rate since the spring of 2022, the government said Thursday in a downgrade from its previous estimate. Consumer spending rose but at a slower pace than previously thought, a sign that high interest rates and lingering inflation are pressuring household budgets. 
The Commerce Department had previously estimated that the nation's gross domestic product -- the total output of goods and services -- expanded at a 1.6% rate last quarter. 
The first quarter's GDP growth marked a sharp slowdown from the vigorous 3.4% rate in the final three months of 2023.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

But last quarter's pullback was due mainly to two factors -- a surge in imports and a reduction in business inventories -- that tend to fluctuate from quarter to quarter. Thursday's report showed that imports subtracted more than 1 percentage point from last quarter's growth. A reduction in business inventories took off nearly half a percentage point.

    


By contrast, consumer spending, which fuels about 70% of economic growth, rose at a 2% annual rate, down from 2.5% in the first estimate and from 3%-plus rates in the previous two quarters. Spending on goods such as appliances and furniture fell at a 1.9% annual pace, the biggest such quarterly drop since 2021. 




Still, services spending rose at a healthy 3.9% clip, the most since mid-2021. And an uptick in business investment, led by housing, software and research and development, added more than 1 percentage point to first-quarter annual growth.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A measure of inflation in the January-March GDP report was revised slightly down from the government's original estimate. But price pressures still picked up in the first quarter. Consumer prices rose at a 3.3% annual pace, up from 1.8% in the fourth quarter of 2023 and the most in a year. Excluding volatile food and energy costs, so-called core inflation rose at a 3.6% clip, up from 2% in each of the previous two quarters.

    


The U.S. economy -- the world's largest -- has shown surprising durability since the Federal Reserve started jacking up interest rates more than two years ago in its drive to tame the worst outbreak of inflation in four decades. The much higher borrowing costs that resulted were expected to trigger a recession. But the economy has kept growing, and employers have kept hiring.
Still, the higher rates appear to be weighing on the economy.
"The impact of the Fed's tight interest rate policy is clearly visible in the first quarter GDP report,'' said Bill Adams, chief economist at Comerica, pointing in particular to a sharp drop in purchases of long-lasting manufactured goods.
A number of signs have suggested that the economy may be weakening. More Americans, for example, are falling behind on their credit card bills. Hiring is slowing, with businesses posting fewer open jobs. More companies, including Target, McDonalds and Burger King, are highlighting price cuts or cheaper deals to try to attract financially squeezed consumers. 

    


And with polls showing that costlier rents, groceries and gasoline are angering voters as the presidential campaign intensifies, Donald Trump has strived to pin the blame on President Joe Biden in a threat to the president's re-election bid.
The economy's growth was expected to get a boost from lower interest rates this year. After having lifted its benchmark rate to a two-decade high last year, the Fed had signaled that it planned to cut rates three times in 2024. But the central bank has repeatedly pushed back the start of the rate cuts.
Most Wall Street traders don't expect the first rate reduction until November, according to the CME FedWatch tool. The rate cuts have been pushed back because inflation, after falling steadily in late 2022 and most of 2023, remains stuck above the Fed's 2% target level.
"The outlook going forward is uncertain,'' said Rubeela Farooqi, chief U.S. economist at High Frequency Economics. "A delay in Fed rate cuts to counter sticky inflation could be headwinds for consumption and the growth trajectory over coming quarters.'' 

    


Thursday's report was the second of three government estimates of first-quarter GDP growth. The Commerce Department will issue its first estimate of the current quarter's economic performance on July 25. A forecasting tool issued by the Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta suggests that economic growth is on track to accelerate to a 3.5% annual rate from April through June.
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                                        COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) -- A trial to determine how much Ohio's historical society must pay to restore public access to a set of ancient ceremonial earthworks that has been leased for over a century to a country club has been rescheduled for July 15. 
The 2,000-year-old Octagon Earthworks near Newark in central Ohio are part of the Hopewell Ceremonial Earthworks network named a UNESCO World Heritage Site in September. Native Americans constructed the earthworks, including eight long earthen walls, that correspond to lunar movements. 
A proceeding in Licking County Common Pleas Court, originally slated to begin Tuesday, will determine the value of the long-term lease on the land held by Moundbuilders Country Club, where golfers play alongside the mounds. Judge David Branstool reset the date Tuesday.
It's the Ohio History Connection's last step to gaining control of all eight of the ancient areas included in the World Heritage Site, which stretch across central and southeastern Ohio. The group has called them "part cathedral, part cemetery and part astronomical observatory."

    


Ohio History Connection won an Ohio Supreme Court decision allowing it to reclaim the lease, but trial delays ensued as the country club challenged the price-setting process.
The historical society has put the value of the site at about $2 million, while the country club is seeking a much higher price.
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            Natural gas explosion damages building in Ohio city, injuring 7

        
        
            Authorities say a natural gas explosion has caused extensive damage to a building in an Ohio city, injuring seven people.
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    [image: This image made from video provided by Cleveland 19 WOIO-TV shows debris flying through the air after a natural gas explosion caused extensive damage to a building in Youngstown, Ohio, Tuesday, May 28, 2024, and injured people, authorities said. (WOIO-TV via AP)]
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                                        The National Transportation Safety Board is now leading the investigation into a massive explosion that blew out much of the ground floor of an apartment building in Ohio this week, killing a bank employee and injuring several other people. 
The NTSB said pipeline and hazardous materials investigators arrived in Youngstown on Wednesday night, and would announce more details at a news briefing on Thursday.
Police and emergency officials initially blamed natural gas, but the fire chief later said the cause remained under investigation.
"We have no idea what caused the explosion. We know that there was an explosion and it did a lot of damage to the bottom of the building," Youngstown Fire Chief Barry Finley said.
The explosion shook downtown Youngstown around 2:45 p.m. Tuesday, collapsing part of the ground floor of Realty Tower into its basement and sending the facade across a street where both sides had been blocked off by orange construction barriers. Bricks, glass and other debris littered the sidewalk outside the 13-story building, which had a Chase Bank branch at street level and apartments in upper floors.

    


The bank employee, 27-year-old Akil Drake, had been seen inside the building right before the blast, police said Wednesday. Firefighters rescued others as they cleared the building. 
Seven injured people were taken to Mercy Health Hospital in Youngstown. One woman was hospitalized in critical condition, but her name and further details on her injuries have not been disclosed. Three others were in stable condition, and the other three were released.
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    [image: A hiring sign is displayed at a retail store in Vernon Hills, Ill., Tuesday, May 28, 2024. On Thursday, May 30, 2024, the Labor Department reports on the number of people who applied for unemployment benefits last week. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)]
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                                        The number of Americans applying for unemployment benefits ticked up last week, but layoffs remain historically low in the face of lingering inflation and high interest rates.
Jobless claims for the week ending May 25 rose by 3,000 to 219,000, up from 216,000 the week before, the Labor Department reported Thursday.
The four-week average of claims, which quiets some of the week-to-week noise, also rose modestly to 222,500. That's an increase of 2,500 from the previous week.
Weekly unemployment claims are broadly interpreted as a proxy for the number of U.S. layoffs in a given week and a sign of where the job market is headed. They have remained at historically low levels since millions of jobs were lost when the COVID-19 pandemic hit the U.S. in the spring of 2020.
The Federal Reserve raised its benchmark borrowing rate 11 times beginning in March of 2022 in a bid to stifle the four-decade high inflation that took hold after the economy rebounded from the COVID-19 recession of 2020. The Fed's intention was to cool off a red-hot labor market and slow wage growth, which can fuel inflation.

    


Many economists had expected the rapid rate hikes would trigger a recession, but that's been avoided so far thanks to strong consumer demand and sturdier-than-expected labor market.




In April, U.S. employers added just 175,000 jobs, the fewest in six months and a sign that the labor market may be finally cooling off. The unemployment rate inched back up to 3.9% from 3.8% and has now remained below 4% for 27 straight months, the longest such streak since the 1960s.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The government also recently reported 8.5 million job openings in March, the lowest number of vacancies in three years.
Moderation in the pace of hiring, along with a slowdown in wage growth, could give the Fed the data its been seeking to finally bring interest rates back down. A cooler reading on consumer inflation in April could also play into the Fed's next rate decision.

    


Though layoffs remain at low levels, companies have been announcing more job cuts recently, mostly across technology and media. Google parent company Alphabet, Apple and eBay have all recently announced layoffs.
Outside of tech and media, Walmart, Peloton, Stellantis, Nike and Tesla have recently announced job cuts.
In total, 1.79 million Americans were collecting jobless benefits during the week that ended May 18. That's an increase of 4,000 from the previous week.
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                    An Associated Press review has found more than 2,000 seafarers were stranded last year across some 150 ships - the worst year on record. (AP video: Helen Wieffering and Manuel Valdes)
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    [image: A sea lion swims in front of the Dayna S, at center, a McAdam's Fish boat, Wednesday, Jan. 31, 2024, in Westport, Wash. It's one of the company's four ships where two dozen Filipino crew members were confined during a wage dispute. Without visas, U.S. immigration laws would not permit the fishermen on land. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]
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                                        The United Nations over the last decade has logged an increasing number of crew members abandoned by shipowners around the world, leaving sailors aboard months and sometimes years without pay.
More than 2,000 seafarers on some 150 ships were abandoned last year. And the problem shows no signs of abating.
Here are takeaways from The Associated Press' reporting on abandoned seafarers:
WHAT DOES THE DATA SHOW?
The number of cases is at its highest since the United Nations' labor and maritime organizations began tracking abandonments 20 years ago. The numbers spiked during the global pandemic and continued to rise as inflation and logistical bottlenecks increased costs for shipowners.
One reason for the increase in the number of cases in recent years is better reporting efforts by the International Maritime Organization and the International Labor Organization -- the two U.N. agencies responsible for tracking abandonments. With seafarer advocates, they've worked to identify cases and assist abandoned crews.

    


WHAT ARE CAUSES OF THE PROBLEM?
Owners abandon ships and crews for many reasons.
Advocates for workers say shipowners often take advantage of crew members when they are hit by rising fuel costs, debt or unexpected repairs. Some owners vow to pay when their finances turn around.




Cases jumped in the early days of the pandemic, at a time when canceled shipments, port delays and quarantine restrictions pushed shipping traffic into disarray. At the same time, demand for products by consumers stuck at home led to a rush of new orders for ships. But global trade soon shrank, and combined with spikes in fuel and labor costs, many of those new vessels are now at risk of being idled.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Many ships that are abandoned are barely seaworthy and servicing less profitable routes unattractive to the world's major container lines. They represent a fleet of smaller companies sometimes operating on the edge of legality, for which a minor financial hit can lead to a cascade of unforeseen problems.

    


WHO IS LOOKING OUT FOR THE SEAFARERS?
The Maritime Labor Convention is a widely ratified international agreement considered a bill of rights for seafarers. It says workers at sea are deemed abandoned when shipowners withhold two months of wages, stop supplying adequate food supplies, or fail to pay to send them home.
The convention requires flag states to step in when shipowners abandon crews. They're responsible for ensuring seafarers' welfare and getting them home, and verifying that shipowners have insurance to cover up to four months of wages.
The regulations are aimed at encouraging countries to thoroughly vet shipowners -- and spot risks -- before ships are registered under their flag.
But the rules aren't uniformly followed, and beyond naming and shaming there are few ways to enforce the standards. Last year, nearly half of abandoned ships had no insurance, according to the IMO.
In dozens of cases, flag states that are signatories to the international treaty never even respond when told by the IMO that crews on board their ships were stranded without pay. AP's review found that countries notified the IMO of their efforts to resolve cases less than a quarter of the time.

    


The flag states with the most abandoned ships tend to have large ship registries by dint of offering lower fees. Panama has registered 20% of all ships abandoned since 2020, according to AP's analysis of the U.N. data, followed by Tanzania, Palau, and Togo which each were responsible for about 5%. The four countries are all considered by the International Transport Workers' Federation to be "flags of convenience" with minimal oversight.
Of the four flag states, only Togo responded to questions from the AP. A spokesperson for the country's international ship registry said it is difficult to vet shipowners' financial stability, and Togo is "deeply concerned about the complex phenomenon of abandonment."
The uneven regulations also influence the ports where ships are abandoned most often. More than a quarter of recent cases have taken place in Saudi Arabia, Iran and the United Arab Emirates, which haven't agreed to the abandonment language in the maritime convention.

    


None of the countries responded to AP questions about abandonment.
--
This story was supported by funding from the Walton Family Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
__
Contact AP's global investigative team at [email protected] or https://www.ap.org/tips/
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    [image: FILE - The sun sets on the Flint Water Plant on the northeast side of Flint, Mich., June 14, 2017. The state of Michigan said it's willing to step in and oversee property repairs at 1,900 homes in Flint where water pipes have been inspected or replaced but the grounds remain a mess. In March 2024, the city was found in civil contempt by a judge after blowing past deadlines to get the work done, years after a water switch in Flint in 2014 caused lead to leach off old pipes, spoiling the drinking water system. (Shannon Millard/The Flint Journal via AP, File)]
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                                        DETROIT (AP) -- The state of Michigan said it's willing to step in and oversee property repairs at 1,900 homes in Flint where water pipes have been inspected or replaced but the grounds remain a mess.
The city in March was found in civil contempt by a judge after blowing past deadlines to get the work done, years after a water switch in Flint in 2014 caused lead to leach off old pipes, spoiling the drinking water system.
Between 10,000 and 11,000 lead or galvanized steel pipes have been replaced out of 30,000 water lines that were excavated and checked, under a lawsuit settlement between Flint and residents, the Natural Resources Defense Council said.
"But there are 1,900 homes where the city has not gone back to fix the property," NRDC attorney Sarah Tallman said, noting broken driveways and sidewalks and ripped-up lawns.
In a court filing, the state asked U.S. District Judge David Lawson to allow it to step in.

    


"The state has agreed to assume responsibility for managing the work being conducted by the city's contractors, including payment of additional funds required to complete that work," the attorney general's office said Wednesday.




Flint Mayor Sheldon Neeley said the city is grateful for the help. The balance of the work will likely cost more than $4.75 million.
"We welcome the state's involvement," Tallman said. "Our goal is just to finish the job. It's already years overdue, and the city has not lived up to its commitments." 
Nearly $100 million for the pipe replacement project came from state and federal governments. Flint returned to a Detroit-area water supplier in fall 2015. 
___
Follow Ed White at https://twitter.com/edwritez
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Power outages could linger for days after storms batter Texas again, leaving 1 dead

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    FEMA Administrator Deanne Criswell visited northwest Arkansas and said her agency planned to move quickly on the federal disaster request that the state planned to submit because of the severe weather.
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            Damaging winds and hail pummel Dallas area Tuesday

        
        
            Damaging winds and baseball-sized hail have pummeled Texas again. The storms Tuesday left more than 1 million businesses and homes without power as much of the U.S. recovered from severe weather during the Memorial Day holiday weekend.
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    [image: Magnolia Fire officials investigate the scene of a collapsed house that resulted in a fatality on Tuesday, May 28, 2024 in Magnolia, Texas. One construction worker was killed when the frames of two single-family homes that were under construction fell as a strong, fast-moving storm moved across Montgomery County, officials said. (Brett Coomer/Houston Chronicle via AP)]
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[image: Houston Fire Department Senior Captain Chris Delbello surveys a damaged home after a fire Tuesday, May 28, 2024, in the Third Ward neighborhood in Houston. Neighbors said the house caught fire as a storm moved through the area. (Jon Shapley/Houston Chronicle via AP)]
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[image: Drivers navigate high water on Yale Street in the Heights after a strong storm blew in Tuesday, May 28, 2024, in Houston. (Karen Warren/Houston Chronicle via AP)]
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[image: A split tree lays on a vehicle outside an Equinox gym Tuesday, May 28, 2024, in Dallas. (Leah Waters/The Dallas Morning News via AP)]
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[image: A family walks along a street littered with downed tree branches after a storm in the Lochwood neighborhood of Dallas, Tuesday, May 28, 2024. Damaging winds and hail have pelted north Texas as much of the U.S. recovers from severe weather that killed at least 23 people during the Memorial Day holiday weekend. Widespread power outages were reported in the region that includes Dallas and Fort Worth. (Elias Valverde II/The Dallas Morning News via AP)]
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[image: A Pearland city worker attempts to repair a broken power line following a severe thunderstorm that passed through the area Tuesday afternoon May, 28, 2024, in Pearland, Texas. (Kirk Sides/Houston Chronicle via AP)]
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[image: Haley Loukota, left, and her fiance Devin Johnson collect their belongings from storm debris after their home was demolished along Barnsley Loop, Tuesday, May 28, 2024, in Madisonville, Ky. A series of powerful storms hit the central and southern U.S. over the Memorial Day holiday weekend. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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                                        HOUSTON (AP) -- Power outages scattered across storm-weary Texas on Wednesday could linger into the weekend after storms flooded streets in Houston for the second time this month and ripped off roofs in Dallas, leaving a teenager dead and injuring others. 
The teen was killed Tuesday at a construction site while working on a home that collapsed, and three people at a campground were shocked by a downed power line. The severe weather left more than 1 million homes and businesses without electricity at one point. 
Electric utility Oncor said power in the Dallas area should be restored by Friday for most customers, but some outages will continue into the weekend. More than 1 million homes and businesses were without electricity across Texas at one point, but by Wednesday night, the lights had come back on for more than 75% of those customers.





    


Houston was flooded and damaged just weeks after a storm walloped the area, killing eight people. The 16-year-old worker was killed northeast of the city, in the suburb of Magnolia. He was a construction company employee, the Montgomery County Sheriff's Office said.
A 6-year-old boy and two others who were shocked by the downed power line at a campground north of Houston were in critical condition, authorities said.
Witnesses saw a 59-year-old man touch the line Tuesday, but investigators were trying to determine how the two others were shocked, Montgomery County Fire Marshal Jimmy Williams said Wednesday.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A couple driving during the storm in the Houston suburb of Spring missed a turn and then spotted a pickup truck submerged in a culvert.
Ashley Renee Young said her boyfriend, Robert Chance, grabbed a sledgehammer from his toolbox, broke the back window and pulled out the driver, who only suffered minor cuts from broken glass. They then bought the man a shirt from a nearby gas station before driving him home.

    


"I think we have lifelong friends now," Young said.
The potential for heavy rains, localized flash flooding and severe weather continued Wednesday through Oklahoma and Texas. Thunderstorms were predicted late Wednesday and Thursday across eastern Montana and Wyoming and northeast Colorado before pushing into Nebraska, Kansas, Oklahoma and northern Texas.
Tuesday's power outages in the Dallas area prompted officials to extend voting by two hours in the state's runoff elections after dozens of polling places lost electricity amid 80 mph winds (129 kph) that caused extensive damage. 
Social media posts showed winds pushing an unoccupied American Airlines plane away from a gate at Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport. No one was injured, but the airport said about 500 flights were canceled because of the weather. 
The National Weather Service said the "very active and highly impactful" weather pattern will continue in the central U.S. over the next several days.
Destructive storms over the Memorial Day weekend killed 24 people in seven states across the South, the deaths stretching from Texas to Virginia. 
For more information on recent tornado reports, see The Associated Press Tornado Tracker.
___
Miller reported from Edmond, Oklahoma. Associated Press journalists Paul J. Weber, John Seewer and Beatrice Dupuy contributed.
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    [image: Currency traders work near the screen showing the Korea Composite Stock Price Index (KOSPI), left, and the foreign exchange rate between U.S. dollar and South Korean won at the foreign exchange dealing room of the KEB Hana Bank headquarters in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, May 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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[image: A currency trader watches monitors near the screen showing the Korea Composite Stock Price Index (KOSPI), left, and the foreign exchange rate between U.S. dollar and South Korean won at the foreign exchange dealing room of the KEB Hana Bank headquarters in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, May 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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[image: People pass the New York Stock Exchange on Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in New York. Wall Street was poised to open with losses as some major dealmaking and a handful of earnings reports fill the news void until Friday's latest inflation report. (AP Photo/Peter Morgan, File)]
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                                        Shares retreated Thursday in Asia after U.S. stocks fell under the weight of higher yields in the bond market, with the Dow Jones Industrial Average giving up more than 400 points. 
Tokyo's Nikkei 225 benchmark shed 1.5% to 37,980.55 and the Hang Seng in Hong Kong declined 0.6% to 18,362.23. 
The Shanghai Composite index edged less than 0.1% higher to 3,113.06.
Australia's S&P/ASX 200 slipped 0.4% to 7,632.10, while the Kospi in Seoul sank 0.9% to 2,652.98. 
Taiwan's Taiex lost 0.8%. 
"Hotter and stickier than expected global inflation appears to be taking the air out of asset markets," Mizuho Bank said in a commentary. "In other words, "Goldilocks" coming undone. And worries about adverse demand impact from higher rates seeping through," it said. 
On Wednesday, the S&P 500 dipped 0.7%, to 5,266.95, trimming its gain for May, which had been on track to be its best month since November. Four out of every five stocks in the index dropped.

    


The Dow industrials lost 1.1% to 38,441.54 and the Nasdaq composite slipped 0.6% to 16,920.58 after setting its latest all-time high.
American Airlines Group led a slump for airline stocks after cutting its forecast for profit and other financial targets for the spring. The carrier said fuel costs may be a bit lower than previously thought, but an important revenue trend would likely be as well. Shares fell 13.5%.




ConocoPhillips fell 3.1% after it said it would buy Marathon Oil  in an all-stock deal valuing the company at $22.5 billion, including $5.4 billion of net debt. It's the latest big deal for an industry that's seen several buyout announcements recently. Marathon Oil rose 8.4%.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Advance Auto Parts sank 11% after its results and revenue for the latest quarter came up just shy of analysts' expectations. 
Another climb in longer-term Treasury yields also weighed on the stock market, and the 10-year yield rose to 4.61% from 4.54% late Tuesday following an auction of $44 billion in seven-year Treasurys. 

    


The 10-year yield is still down for the month, but it's been creeping higher since dropping below 4.40% in the middle of May. Higher Treasury yields hurt prices for all kinds of investments. 
This month's swings in yields have also come as traders recalibrate their expectations for when the Federal Reserve could begin cutting its main interest rate, which is at its highest level in more than two decades.
With inflation stubbornly higher, traders have had to delay their too-optimistic forecasts  for rate cuts several times this year.
The Fed is trying to pull off the balancing act of grinding down on the economy just enough through high interest rates to get inflation fully under control, but not so much that it leads to widespread layoffs.
A report from the Fed released Wednesday said that it's heard from businesses and other contacts around the country that consumers are pushing back against more increases to prices. That in turn is eating into companies' profits as their own costs for insurance and other expenses continue to rise.
Despite worries about cracks showing in spending by U.S. consumers, particularly those making lower incomes, economists at BNP Paribas expect a healthy job market, slowing inflation and even gains made by some investors in cryptocurrencies to help support the main engine of the economy.

    


U.S. stocks have been continuing to set records despite worries about interest rates staying high in part because stocks related to artificial-intelligence technology keep rising. Nvidia's latest blowout profit report  helped drive the frenzy even higher. After briefly dipping in morning trading, it rose 0.8% Thursday for its most modest gain since its profit report..
On the winning side of Wall Street was Dick's Sporting Goods, which jumped 15.9% after topping analysts' expectations for profit and revenue in the latest quarter. The retailer also raised its forecast for profit over the full year.
Chewy, an online seller of pet supplies, likewise reported stronger profit for the latest quarter than expected, and its stock jumped 27.1%.

    


In other dealings, U.S. benchmark crude oil added 11 cents to $79.34 per barrel in electronic trading on the New York Mercantile Exchange. 
Brent crude, the international standard, was up 8 cents at $83.51 per barrel.
The U.S. dollar slipped to 157.42 Japanese yen from 157.65 yen. The euro fell to $1.0800 from $1.0803.
___
AP Business Writer Stan Choe contributed. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/stock-market-rates-inflation-83a2f1aa8de318a989aa3b1489e0aefa
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    [image: FILE - A surfboard lies on the sand on the sand at a beach known as White Plains in Ewa Beach, Hawaii, May 12, 2023. A judge has halted plans for an artificial wave pool until developers can revise an environmental assessment to address concerns raised by Native Hawaiians and others who say the project is unnecessary in the birthplace of surfing and a waste of water. (AP Photo/Jennifer Sinco Kelleher, File)]
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[image: FILE - Ikaika Kaulukukui surfs in a wave pool at Ewa Beach, Hawaii, May 9, 2023. A judge has halted plans for an artificial wave pool until developers can revise an environmental assessment to address concerns raised by Native Hawaiians and others who say the project is unnecessary in the birthplace of surfing and a waste of water. (AP Photo/Jennifer Sinco Kelleher, File)]
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[image: Attorney Ryan Hurley argues against a planned artificial wave pool during a court hearing on the project, April 11, 2024, in Honolulu. A judge has halted plans for an artificial wave pool until developers can revise an environmental assessment to address concerns raised by Native Hawaiians and others who say the project is unnecessary in the birthplace of surfing and a waste of water. (AP Photo/Jennifer Sinco Kelleher)]
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                                        HONOLULU (AP) -- A judge has halted plans for an artificial wave pool until developers can revise an environmental assessment to address concerns raised by Native Hawaiians and others who say the project is unnecessary in the birthplace of surfing and a waste of water. 
In granting a temporary injunction Tuesday, Hawaii Environmental Court Judge Shirley Kawamura ordered a new review of concerns including impacts on water supply and anticipated growth in the area. 
A group of Native Hawaiians and other residents filed a lawsuit last year challenging the Hawaii Community Development Authority's approval of the 19-acre (7.6-hectare) Honokea Surf Village planned for west Oahu, which found that it will have no significant environmental impacts. 
Opponents of the project say the wave pool, with a capacity of 7 million gallons (26 million liters), isn't needed less than 2 miles (3.2 kilometers) from the ocean and another existing wave pool. 

    


Project backer and renowned Native Hawaiian waterman Brian Keaulana has said artificial waves are useful for competitive surfers to train on perfect breaks that are sometimes elusive in the ocean. Customizable surf, he said, can also help create ideal conditions to teach surfing and lifesaving skills. 




"Our goal of creating a place that combines cultural education with skill-based recreation must be done in a way that does not harm our natural resources," he said Wednesday in a statement. "The court's ruling allows us an opportunity to revisit the environmental concerns, especially our water resources." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The judge said in her ruling that there was "insufficient evidence for the HCDA to determine whether there is a likelihood of irrevocable commitment of natural resources and whether secondary and cumulative impacts of water use, injection, land use changes, and wildlife mitigation would likely lead to a significant impact, thereby favoring an injunction."

    


The current assessment is "ambiguous as to the specific manner, time frame, and actual daily water use implicated by the initial and periodic filling of the lagoon," the ruling said. 
However the development authority did make sufficient assessment of potential impact on historic preservation and burials, it added. The HCDA declined to comment Wednesday on the ruling. 
Developers say the project would be drawing from a private water company separate from Oahu's water utility, using a supply that was committed decades ago. 
But the judge noted that they draw from the same underlying aquifer. 
"Thus, additional analysis is needed to fully capture the potential cumulative impact of anticipated growth and subsequent increased competing water demand," the ruling said. 
The state attorney general's office said it was reviewing the decision. 
Healani Sonoda-Pale, one of the plaintiffs, called the ruling a "pono decision," using a Hawaiian word that can mean "righteous." 
"Much has been made about Hawaiians being on both sides of the issue," she said. "Building a wave pool is not a cultural practice. The threat of a wave pool ... is so immense in terms of how many people it could affect." 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/hawaii-artifical-surf-wave-pool-daaf41caa975387eeb59cf49086c72c8
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2 climbers suffering from hypothermia await rescue off Denali, North America's tallest mountain

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Sightseeing buses and tourists are seen at a pullout popular for taking in views of North America's tallest peak, Denali, in Denali National Park and Preserve, Alaska, Aug. 26, 2016. Two climbers awaited rescue near the peak of North America's tallest mountain Wednesday, May 29, 2024, a day after they and a third climber in their team requested help after summiting Denali during the busiest time of the mountaineering season, officials at Denali National Park and Preserve said. (AP Photo/Becky Bohrer, File)]
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                                        JUNEAU, Alaska (AP) -- Two climbers awaited rescue near the peak of North America's tallest mountain Wednesday, a day after they and a third climber in their team requested help after summiting Denali during the busiest time of the mountaineering season, officials at Denali National Park and Preserve said. 
Their condition was not immediately known. The third climber was rescued late Tuesday. All three had listed experience on high-elevation international peaks on their climbing histories, and two had prior history on Denali, park spokesperson Paul Ollig said in an email to The Associated Press.
Park rangers received an SOS message from the three at 1 a.m. Tuesday, indicating the climbers were hypothermic and unable to descend after reaching the 20,310-foot (6,190-meter) summit.
They remained in communication until around 3:30 a.m., when they texted plans to descend to a flat area known as the "Football Field" at around 19,600 feet (5,974 meters), the park service said in a statement.

    


Rangers did not hear back from the climbers after that, and the location of their satellite communication device didn't change. Cloud cover prevented the park's high-altitude helicopter from flying about 50 miles (80 kilometers) from the community of Talkeetna to Denali Tuesday morning, so the park requested help from the Alaska Rescue Coordination Center. The Alaska Air National Guard flew an HC-130J airplane from Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson in Anchorage to look for the climbers.




Two of the climbers were located between the 19,000- and 20,000-foot (5,791- and 6,096 meter) level of the mountain before noon Tuesday. The third climber was seen by a climbing guide at about 18,600 feet (5,669 meters).

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Conditions cleared enough Tuesday evening for the high-altitude helicopter to make another attempt, and it landed at a camp for climbers at 14,200 feet (4,328-meters).

    


There, National Park Service mountaineering patrol rangers had been treating two climbers from another expedition for frostbite. The helicopter crew evacuated those climbers to Talkeetna.
A third attempt was made Tuesday night to reach the three climbers who sent the distress message. By then, one of them had descended to a 17,200-foot (5,243-meter) high camp and was suffering from severe frostbite and hypothermia, the park said. The climber, who received aid from a guided party until a park service team arrived, was flown off the mountain and later medevaced from Talkeetna.
The park service said an experienced expedition guide on the upper mountain provided aid to the other two climbers, who were at the "Football Field," but the guide was forced to descend to the 17,200-foot (5,243-meter) high camp for safety reasons when clouds moved back in.
Clouds and windy conditions prevented rescuers from reaching the two climbers Wednesday, either by aircraft or ascending the mountain. Park service personnel were waiting for conditions to improve before making further attempts.
Ollig, the park spokesperson, said it was not known how much survival equipment the two climbers have, but said "it is likely minimal."

    


"Typically, on a summit day teams will often go up lighter, with more limited survival gear, so they can move faster," he said. 
He said while this is "certainly a dramatic rescue operation, it is not necessarily out of the ordinary." 
There are 506 climbers currently attempting to summit Denali, and the park service said the Memorial Day weekend is the start of the busiest two weeks of the climbing season.
Another 117 climbers have completed their attempts to climb the mountain. Of those, 17 reached the summit.
Denali National Park and Preserve is about 240 miles (386 kilometers) north of Anchorage. 
___
Thiessen reported from Anchorage, Alaska. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/denali-climber-rescue-alaska-0aef30c7a70ca7351868d62510781a52



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Seattle police chief dismissed from top job amid discrimination, harassment lawsuits | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Seattle police chief dismissed from top job amid discrimination, harassment lawsuits

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Then-Interim Seattle Police Chief Adrian Diaz addresses a news conference in Seattle, on Sept. 2, 2020. Seattle's embattled police chief has been dismissed, Mayor Bruce Harrel said Wednesday. (AP Photo/Elaine Thompson, File)]
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                                        SEATTLE (AP) -- Seattle's embattled police chief has been dismissed, Mayor Bruce Harrel said Wednesday. 
Harrell said at a news conference that he met with Adrian Diaz on Tuesday and they agreed Diaz should step down. He will work on special assignments for the mayor with the police department, Harrell said. 
Diaz's departure comes about a week after police Capt. Eric Greening filed a lawsuit alleging that he discriminated against women and people of color, news outlet KUOW reported. 
Greening is one of at least a half-dozen officers who have sued the department alleging sex and racial discrimination, and naming Diaz specifically. Last month several female officers filed a tort claim for $5 million, alleging harassment and sex discrimination. 
Diaz has vehemently denied the allegations. Harrel said earlier this month that he would hire an outside investigator to examine some of the allegations. 

    


On Wednesday, Harrell said the lawsuits were a distraction for Diaz. He praised Diaz, who appeared with him at the news conference, but said the two agreed that change could "be better served with him stepping aside." 




"I've accomplished so much in the four years as chief, but there's more to be done," Diaz said. 
Diaz took over as acting chief in 2020 for Carmen Best, who resigned following a summer of demonstrations against police brutality after the killing of George Floyd in Minneapolis. He was later given the job officially. 
Diaz will be replaced on an interim basis by Sue Rahr, a former sheriff of King County, where Seattle is located. Rahr most recently led the state's police academy, where she evangelized a mantra of "guardians, not warriors." 
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                                        ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) -- Character and parade performers at Disneyland in California are officially unionized.
Federal labor officials said Wednesday that they've certified the results of a three-day election that took place earlier this month in Anaheim. 
Actors' Equity Association will represent roughly 1,700 performers and assistants who help bring Disney's popular characters to life at its Southern California theme parks. The union already represents theatrical performers at Disney's Florida parks. 
Most of Disneyland's other workers in California -- including cleaning crews, pyrotechnic specialists and security staff -- are already in labor unions.
Parade and character workers who promoted unionizing said they love working at Disneyland to help create a magical experience for visitors, but grew concerned about health and safety when they were asked to resume hugging tourists after returning to work in the pandemic. They named their union "Magic United."
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                                        SHEPPARDS, Va. (AP) -- Four motorists were killed when a car crossed the center line of a Virginia road and struck vehicles going in the opposite direction, state police said on Wednesday.
The multi-vehicle crash occurred shortly before noon on Tuesday south of the Sheppards community in Buckingham County, about 70 miles (113 kilometers) west of Richmond.
Virginia State Police said in a news release that a Ford Fusion traveling south on U.S. Highway 15 crossed over the line and hit a transit van traveling north. The Fusion then continued heading the wrong way in the northbound lane before striking a Nissan Versa head-on. The Versa then ran off the road and overturned, the release said.
Police said Fusion driver Erika M. Henshaw, 77, of Dillwyn, and passenger Alvin P. Henshaw, 85, died at the scene, as did Versa driver Runping Z. Rhett, 66, of Alton and passenger Eric D. Truscott, 37. The transit van's driver wasn't injured.
The four people who died were wearing seatbelts, police said, and the investigation was continuing.
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    [image: FILE - In this Aug. 2, 1942, file photo, Kansas City Monarchs pitcher Leroy Satchel Paige warms up at New York's Yankee Stadium before a Negro League game between the Monarchs and the New York Cuban Stars. Major League Baseball said Tuesday, May 28, 2024, that it has incorporated records for more than 2,300 Negro Leagues players following a three-year research project. Paige's 1.01 ERA for the 1944 Kansas City Monarchs of the Negro American League ranks third since ERA became an official stat in the National League in 1912 and American League in 1913. Paige was also credited with 28 Negro Leagues wins, raising his career total to 125. (AP Photo/Matty Zimmerman, File)]
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[image: New York Giants' Willie Mays, takes a batting practice swing on June 24, 1954, in New York. Major League Baseball said Tuesday, May 28, 2024, that it has incorporated records for more than 2,300 Negro Leagues players following a three-year research project. Mays was credited with 10 hits for the 1948 Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro American League, raising his total to 3,293. (AP Photo/John Lent)]
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[image: FILE - Minnie Minoso, Chicago White Sox outfielder, practices running the bases at Comiskey Park in Chicago, June 1, 1955. Minosa will be posthumously inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame on Sunday, July 24, 2022. Major League Baseball said Tuesday, May 28, 2024, that it has incorporated records for more than 2,300 Negro Leagues players following a three-year research project. Minoso was credited with 150 hits with the New York Cubans of the second Negro National League from 1946-1948, raising his total to 2,113. (AP Photo/File)]
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[image: FILE - Baseball Player Jackie Robinson with the Montreal Royals club at Sanford, Fla., March 4, 1946. Major League Baseball said Tuesday, May 28, 2024, that it has incorporated records for more than 2,300 Negro Leagues players following a three-year research project. Robinson was credited with 49 hits for the 1945 Kansas City Monarchs of the Negro American League, raising his total to 1,567. (AP Photo/Bill Chaplis, File)]
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[image: FILE - Baseball catcher Josh Gibson in an undated photo. Josh Gibson became Major League Baseball's career leader with a .372 batting average, surpassing Ty Cobb's .367, when records of the Negro Leagues for more than 2,300 players were incorporated after a three-year research project. (AP Photo/File)]
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[image: The grave stone for baseball player Josh Gibson is shown at Allegheny Cemetery in Pittsburgh on March 17, 2017. Gibson became Major League Baseball's career batting leader with a .372 average, surpassing Ty Cobb's .367 when records of the Negro Leagues for more than 2,300 players were incorporated Tuesday, May 28, 2024, after a three-year research project. (AP Photo/Keith Srakocic, File)]
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[image: FILE - Sean Gibson, the executive director of the Josh Gibson Foundation, poses next to a poster at the Pittsburgh Opera House in Pittsburgh for the upcoming opera about his great-grandfather, baseball player Josh Gibson, on March 17, 2017. Josh Gibson became Major League Baseball's career batting leader with a .372 average, surpassing Ty Cobb's .367 when records of the Negro Leagues for more than 2,300 players were incorporated Tuesday, May 28, 2024, after a three-year research project. (AP Photo/Keith Srakocic, File)]
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[image: New York Giants' Willie Mays, takes a batting practice swing on June 24, 1954, in New York. Major League Baseball said Tuesday, May 28, 2024, that it has incorporated records for more than 2,300 Negro Leagues players following a three-year research project. Mays was credited with 10 hits for the 1948 Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro American League, raising his total to 3,293. (AP Photo/John Lent)]
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[image: FILE - Minnie Minoso, Chicago White Sox outfielder, practices running the bases at Comiskey Park in Chicago, June 1, 1955. Minosa will be posthumously inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame on Sunday, July 24, 2022. Major League Baseball said Tuesday, May 28, 2024, that it has incorporated records for more than 2,300 Negro Leagues players following a three-year research project. Minoso was credited with 150 hits with the New York Cubans of the second Negro National League from 1946-1948, raising his total to 2,113. (AP Photo/File)]
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[image: FILE - Baseball Player Jackie Robinson with the Montreal Royals club at Sanford, Fla., March 4, 1946. Major League Baseball said Tuesday, May 28, 2024, that it has incorporated records for more than 2,300 Negro Leagues players following a three-year research project. Robinson was credited with 49 hits for the 1945 Kansas City Monarchs of the Negro American League, raising his total to 1,567. (AP Photo/Bill Chaplis, File)]
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[image: FILE - Baseball catcher Josh Gibson in an undated photo. Josh Gibson became Major League Baseball's career leader with a .372 batting average, surpassing Ty Cobb's .367, when records of the Negro Leagues for more than 2,300 players were incorporated after a three-year research project. (AP Photo/File)]
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[image: The grave stone for baseball player Josh Gibson is shown at Allegheny Cemetery in Pittsburgh on March 17, 2017. Gibson became Major League Baseball's career batting leader with a .372 average, surpassing Ty Cobb's .367 when records of the Negro Leagues for more than 2,300 players were incorporated Tuesday, May 28, 2024, after a three-year research project. (AP Photo/Keith Srakocic, File)]
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[image: FILE - Sean Gibson, the executive director of the Josh Gibson Foundation, poses next to a poster at the Pittsburgh Opera House in Pittsburgh for the upcoming opera about his great-grandfather, baseball player Josh Gibson, on March 17, 2017. Josh Gibson became Major League Baseball's career batting leader with a .372 average, surpassing Ty Cobb's .367 when records of the Negro Leagues for more than 2,300 players were incorporated Tuesday, May 28, 2024, after a three-year research project. (AP Photo/Keith Srakocic, File)]
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                                        CHICAGO (AP) -- Buck Leonard. Charlie "Chino" Smith. Turkey Stearnes.
Baseball players and fans alike are learning more about the Negro Leagues after the statistics for more than 2,300 players -- historic figures like Josh Gibson, Oscar Charleston, Satchel Paige and Mule Suttles -- were incorporated into the major league record book following a three-year research project.
"You get to learn about a lot of names and a lot of people that we may not have heard about," Pittsburgh Pirates outfielder Andrew McCutchen said Wednesday. "Now that Josh Gibson is at the top of OPS and batting average and a few other categories, it's great news. But it's more than just that and the numbers. It's great that you now get to learn about the players in the Negro Leagues. ... I'll be able to do some more deep diving into some names that I may not have heard of."

    


A 17-person committee chaired by John Thorn, Major League Baseball's official historian, met six times as part of the meticulous process of examining statistics from seven Negro Leagues from 1920-1948. Nearly 75% of the available records have been included, according to MLB, and additional research could lead to more changes to the major league leaderboards.




"It is really exciting," Cincinnati Reds pitcher Hunter Greene said. "I'm going to have to do a little bit more research and understand some of the history to kind of rewire my brain on some of the best players."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Gibson became the majors' career leader with a .372 batting average, surpassing Ty Cobb's .367. Gibson's .466 average for the 1943 Homestead Grays became the season record, followed by Smith's .451 for the 1929 New York Lincoln Giants.
The mighty Gibson also became the career leader in slugging percentage (.718) and OPS (1.177), moving ahead of Babe Ruth (.690 and 1.164).
"Baseball history is a part of U.S. history, and I think (the) major leagues acknowledging and incorporating the Negro Leagues is a huge step in kind of bringing all the parts of baseball history together," said Tyrus Cobb, Ty Cobb's great grandson. "And I think it's actually pretty exciting that there's a new statistical batting average leader."

    


After he saw the news, Tyrus Cobb, 32, of San Jose, California, said he took a closer look at Gibson's career.
"I made sure to look up him and Oscar Charleston and some of the other guys who finished up near the top of the list," said Cobb, who works in commercial real estate. "So I think it's a really exciting thing for baseball history."
The incorporation of Negro League statistics also changed the numbers of handful of players known more for their major league career.
Willie Mays added 10 hits from the 1948 Birmingham Black Barons, increasing his total to 3,293. Minnie Minoso was credited with 150 hits for the New York Cubans from 1946-1948, boosting his total to 2,113. Jackie Robinson, who broke the majors' color barrier with the 1947 Dodgers, was credited with 49 hits with the 1945 Kansas City Monarchs that increased his total to 1,567.
"It is a good thing for the game," Washington Nationals pitcher Josiah Gray said. "For the Negro League players in the past who were exceptional for what they did, it is good to be drawn into the light. It is really cool to see Josh Gibson, Oscar Charleston and a lot of other names that baseball fans can learn about and for them to see there was more than major league baseball back then."

    


The change comes with the majors experiencing a decline in Black players. A study by The Institute for Diversity and Ethics in Sport at Central Florida found Black or African American players represented 6.2% of players on opening-day rosters in 2023, down from 7.2% in 2022. Both figures were the lowest since the study began in 1991, when 18% of MLB players were Black.
The St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants play a tribute game to the Negro Leagues on June 20 at Rickwood Field in Birmingham, Alabama.
"I think it's a pretty cool thing that you show recognition," Giants pitcher Jordan Hicks said. "It was two different leagues, but it's still baseball at the end of the day, and then whenever they came together, you saw the guys that stood out in the Negro Leagues really performed in MLB. So I think it's fair that if they were still the same guy in the Negro Leagues as they were in MLB, those stats should match up, especially if it was in the same era."

    


Brett Tinker, 56, of Nyack, New York, heard stories about the Negro Leagues from his grandfather, Harold "Hooks" Tinker, a Birmingham, Alabama, native, who played for the Pittsburgh Crawfords. Harold Tinker shared his love for the sport. He told his grandson about how they often had to stay on the team bus because they couldn't go into a hotel, and he also showed off his memorabilia collection.
When Brett Tinker heard about the incorporation of the Negro League statistics, he was moved to tears.

    


"It's an honor. It's overdue, not just for my grandfather, but a lot of those players who never had that chance to have that recognition," he said.
___
AP Baseball Writer Ronald Blum, AP Sports Writer Beth Harris, and freelance reporters Dana Gauruder, Ben Ross, Bill Trocchi and Gary Schatz contributed to this report.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/MLB
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                                        RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) -- An Ohio man received supervised probation after pleading guilty to threatening to kill a North Carolina state senator in a social media message last year. 
Nicolas Alan Daniels, of West Portsmouth, Ohio, entered a plea to one felony count of threatening a legislative officer last Thursday in Wake County court, according to legal documents. He received a suspended sentence of 6-17 months in addition to two years of probation.
Daniels, 38, was arrested in February by North Carolina General Assembly police after he allegedly sent messages to Republican state Sen. Todd Johnson on Facebook last fall threatening to kill the Union County lawmaker and his family. Ohio authorities had a hand in Daniels' arrest.
Daniels, whose first name is spelled "Nicholas" in some court documents, initially faced two felony and 10 misdemeanor counts, but prosecutors dismissed all but the single felony count as part of a plea agreement.

    


Daniels' lawyers didn't immediately respond to Wednesday's emails seeking comment. During a February court appearance, Daniels said he didn't send the threats and that his Facebook account was hacked, WRAL-TV reported.




According to a sentencing document, Daniels must undergo a mental health assessment and could serve his probation in Ohio. He also must not contact or approach Johnson.
Johnson, now in his third state Senate term, is a chairman of the chamber's commerce and insurance committee. Neither he nor his office responded to a message seeking comment.
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                                        KEARNY, Ariz. (AP) -- A wildfire burned down two structures and was threatening more than 50 others in the small desert community of Kearny, authorities said Wednesday. 
The Simmons Fire, which broke out Tuesday, has burned 475 acres with zero containment, said Tiffany Davila, spokesperson for the Arizona Department of Forestry and Fire Management.
About 180 residents remained under mandatory evacuation in Kearny, which is located 75 miles (120 kilometers) north of Tucson and has a population of about 1,800. 
Burning through dry fuels including grass and brush, the blaze was threatening a water treatment plant, copper mine, school district office and railroad line. 
Pinal County officials said the town's Riverside neighborhood was evacuated Tuesday night, with a shelter opened at an elementary school. 
Officials cut off electricity in northern Kearny for safety reasons, and four air tankers were fighting the fire along with crews on the ground. 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency approved Arizona's request for funds to help combat the fire. 
The cause of the blaze is under investigation. 
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                                        DANVILLE, Calif. (AP) -- A fugitive dubbed the "bad breath rapist" has been arrested in the San Francisco Bay Area more than 16 years after he fled following his conviction for sexually assaulting a coworker in Massachusetts, authorities said this week. 
Tuen Kit Lee was found guilty at a 2007 trial of the kidnapping and rape of the young woman at knifepoint at her home in Quincy, south of Boston, the U.S. Marshals Service said in a statement Tuesday. He went on the run before he was to be sentenced. 
Officials kept the case alive in the media and Lee's photo appeared several times on TV's "America's Most Wanted." After images surfaced on social media of a man believed to be Lee, investigators were able to track him to California's Contra Costa County, the service said. 
U.S. Marshals and police officers arrested Lee on Tuesday after seeing him and a woman leave a "multi-million dollar residence" near Danville, just east of Oakland, officials said. After his car was pulled over, Lee initially provided a false name but confessed when pressed about his true identity, authorities said. He was later identified via fingerprints. 

    


"His female companion, after 15 years of being together in California, never knew who he really was," said a Massachusetts State Police statement. 




Investigators said Lee broke into the victim's Massachusetts home on Feb. 2, 2005, and raped her. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"He was ultimately identified by DNA and his horrible breath, which produced the nickname "The Bad Breath Rapist," the state police statement said. 
Lee was being held by police in California pending his expected transfer to Massachusetts.
It wasn't known Wednesday if he has an attorney who could comment on his case. 
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                                        SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) -- As corporations increasingly weave artificial intelligence technologies into the daily lives of Americans, California lawmakers want to build public trust, fight algorithmic discrimination and outlaw deepfakes that involve elections or pornography.
The efforts in California -- home to many of the world's biggest AI companies -- could pave the way for AI regulations across the country. The United States is already behind Europe in regulating AI to limit risks, lawmakers and experts say, and the rapidly growing technology is raising concerns about job loss, misinformation, invasions of privacy and automation bias.
A slew of proposals aimed at addressing those concerns advanced last week, but must win the other chamber's approval before arriving at Gov. Gavin Newsom's desk. The Democratic governor has promoted California as an early adopter as well as regulator, saying the state could soon deploy generative AI tools to address highway congestion, make roads safer and provide tax guidance, even as his administration considers new rules against AI discrimination in hiring practices. On Wednesday, he announced at an AI summit in San Francisco that the state is considering at least three more tools, including one to tackle homelessness. 

    


With strong privacy laws already in place, California is in a better position to enact impactful regulations than other states with large AI interests, such as New York, said Tatiana Rice, deputy director of the Future of Privacy Forum, a nonprofit that works with lawmakers on technology and privacy proposals.




"You need a data privacy law to be able to pass an AI law," Rice said. "We're still kind of paying attention to what New York is doing, but I would put more bets on California."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

California leaders said they cannot wait to act, citing hard lessons they learned from failing to reign in social media companies when they might have had a chance. But they also want to continue attracting AI companies to the state. 

    


"We want to dominate this space, and I'm too competitive to suggest otherwise," Newsom said at the event Wednesday. "I do think the world looks to us in many respects to lead in this space, and so we feel a deep sense of responsibility to get this right."
Here's a closer look at California's proposals: 
FIGHTING AI DISCRIMINATION AND BUILDING PUBLIC TRUST
Some companies, including hospitals, already use AI models to define decisions about hiring, housing and medical options for millions of Americans without much oversight. Up to 83% of employers are using AI to help in hiring, according to the U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission. How those algorithms work largely remains a mystery.
One of the most ambitious AI measures in California this year would pull back the curtains on these models by establishing an oversight framework to prevent bias and discrimination. It would require companies using AI tools to participate in decisions that determine results and to inform people affected when AI is used. AI developers would have to routinely make internal assessments of their models for bias. And the state attorney general would have authority to investigate reports of discriminating models and impose fines of $10,000 per violation.

    


AI companies also might soon be required to start disclosing what data they're using to train their models.
PROTECTING JOBS AND LIKENESS
Inspired by the months-long Hollywood actors strike last year, a California lawmaker wants to protect workers from being replaced by their AI-generated clones -- a major point of contention in contract negotiations. 
The proposal, backed by the California Labor Federation, would let performers back out of existing contracts if vague language might allow studios to freely use AI to digitally clone their voices and likeness. It would also require that performers be represented by an attorney or union representative when signing new "voice and likeness" contracts. 
California may also create penalties for digitally cloning dead people without the consent of their estate, citing the case of a media company that produced a fake, AI-generated hourlong comedy special to recreate the late comedian George Carlin's style and material without his estate's permission.

    


REGULATING POWERFUL GENERATIVE AI SYSTEMS
Real-world risks abound as generative AI creates new content such as text, audio and photos in response to prompts. So lawmakers are considering requiring guardrails around "extremely large" AI systems that have the potential to spit out instructions for creating disasters -- such as building chemical weapons or assisting in cyberattacks -- that could cause at least $500 million in damages. It would require such models to have a built-in "kill switch," among other things. 
The measure, supported by some of the most renowned AI researchers, would also create a new state agency to oversee developers and provide best practices, including for still-more powerful models that don't yet exist. The state attorney general also would be able to pursue legal actions in case of violations. 

    


BANNING DEEPFAKES INVOLVING POLITICS OR PORNOGRAPHY 
A bipartisan coalition seeks to facilitate prosecuting people who use AI tools to create images of child sexual abuse. Current law does not allow district attorneys to go after people who possess or distribute AI-generated child sexual abuse images if the materials are not depicting a real person, law enforcement said.
A host of Democratic lawmakers are also backing a bill tackling election deepfakes, citing concerns after AI-generated robocalls mimicked President Joe Biden's voice ahead of New Hampshire's recent presidential primary. The proposal would ban "materially deceptive" deepfakes related to elections in political mailers, robocalls and TV ads 120 days before Election Day and 60 days thereafter. Another proposal would require social media platforms to label any election-related posts created by AI.
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                                        NEW ORLEANS (AP) -- A human skull padlocked to an exercise dumbbell has been fished out of a New Orleans waterway, leaving police with a mystery on their hands.
The skull was found earlier this month by a man using a red rope and a magnet the size of a hockey puck on a bridge to pull things out of the water below, police said in a report.
The report was recently released and obtained by The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate. The fisherman also found a handgun and a gun barrel in the water on May 18, police said.
The 15-pound (6.8 kilogram) dumbbell was padlocked around the skull, which was "fully decomposed, lacking a jaw or the top row of teeth," according to the report. 
The magnet fisherman flagged down a passing police officer after making the find off the Bayou St. John Bridge.
New Orleans police did not have any further updates on the case this week, and the coroner did not say whether he had confirmed the victim's identity, the newspaper reported.
Police have been seeking tips from the public as they investigate the case.
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[image: Tugboats escort the cargo ship Dali after it was refloated in Baltimore, Monday, May 20, 2024. The vessel struck the Francis Scott Key Bridge on March 26 causing it to collapse and resulting in the death of six people. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 3 | Tugboats escort the cargo ship Dali after it was refloated in Baltimore, Monday, May 20, 2024. The vessel struck the Francis Scott Key Bridge on March 26 causing it to collapse and resulting in the death of six people. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 3
Tugboats escort the cargo ship Dali after it was refloated in Baltimore, Monday, May 20, 2024. The vessel struck the Francis Scott Key Bridge on March 26 causing it to collapse and resulting in the death of six people. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            LEA SKENE

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        BALTIMORE (AP) -- Researchers at Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore are assessing the country's bridges to determine the likelihood of another disaster like the one that collapsed the Francis Scott Key Bridge.
The team includes students and faculty members and will focus on large bridges near major ports of entry, officials said in a news release Wednesday. 
"We need to know now, not five or 10 years from now, whether there is an outsize risk to bridges across the country," said team leader Michael Shields, an engineer specializing in risk assessment. "The Key Bridge collapse was a wake-up call."
The steel span crumbled in an instant after the container ship Dali lost power and crashed into one of its supporting columns shortly after leaving Baltimore's port on March 26. Six members of a roadwork crew plunged to their deaths.
Experts and officials have noted a number of factors that made the bridge vulnerable, including minimal pier protection that hadn't been improved in recent decades even as cargo ships grew larger and more imposing.

    


"Clearly the risk to the Key Bridge was very different in 2024 than it was in 1977 when the bridge opened," Shields said. "But we don't currently understand that risk."




The researchers will examine whether other bridges are similarly vulnerable by building models to determine the probability of a ship deviating from course and causing catastrophe in or around major ports.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Johns Hopkins officials said they hope policymakers will use the findings of their assessment to inform future investment decisions and prioritize infrastructure safety upgrades. They plan to release preliminary findings by the end of the summer, with the complete assessment expected to take about a year to complete.
"Between the exponential growth of mega freight ships and the surge in global shipping traffic, many of our bridges simply weren't built to withstand the pressures of today's maritime landscape," said team member Rachel Sangree, a structural engineer and former bridge inspector.

    


The National Transportation Safety Board, a federal oversight agency that is investigating the collapse, said in its preliminary report that the Dali sailed right past a protective concrete piling -- also known as a dolphin -- before bringing down the bridge.
Officials said they are assessing whether pier protection needs to be improved on other Maryland bridges, particularly the Chesapeake Bay Bridge near Annapolis, which links Baltimore and Washington to Maryland's Eastern Shore. Such upgrades are often very costly.
Speaking before a congressional committee this month, board Chair Jennifer Homendy urged lawmakers to conduct risk assessments on the major bridges in their jurisdictions.
"This could happen in any of your districts," she said.
The FBI also opened a criminal investigation into the circumstances leading up to the Key Bridge collapse.
Two tugboats guided the Dali out of Baltimore's port, but they peeled off once it entered the main shipping channel in accordance with normal practice, according to the preliminary report. Experts have questioned whether a longer tugboat escort could have kept the wayward ship on course and averted disaster.

    


But not everyone agrees the Key Bridge could have been saved. U.S. Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg, who visited Baltimore soon after the collapse, said there's a lot of debate among engineers about "whether any of those features could have had any role in a situation like this."
The Key Bridge was constructed in the 1970s to connect industrial maritime communities north and south of downtown Baltimore. It became a symbol of the city's proud working-class history and its burgeoning port.
The collapse halted most maritime traffic through the port for several weeks and disrupted East Coast trucking routes.
Last week, cleanup crews were able to refloat the Dali and guide it back to port. Officials say they're on track to fully reopen the port's main channel by June 10.
Plans to replace the bridge are in the works, with a projected 2028 completion date and a nearly $2 billion price tag, officials have said. Federal funding, insurance proceeds and other reimbursements will bring a variety of resources toward the rebuild and recovery effort.
A report released Wednesday by the Maryland Chamber of Commerce highlighted the widespread economic impacts of the bridge collapse and called for increased investment in transportation infrastructure.
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Black passengers who were briefly ordered off an American Airlines plane in January sued the airline Wednesday, alleging that they were victims of racial discrimination.
Three of the men filed a lawsuit in federal court in New York. They said they were told to leave a plane waiting to take off in Phoenix and noticed five other black men who also had been ordered off the flight.
The three, who did not know each other and had been sitting in different parts of the plane, said an airline employee told them they were removed because a flight attendant had complained about a passenger's body odor. The men said they responded that it appeared they were targeted for removal solely because of their race.
American offered to rebook them, but when it became clear after about an hour that there were no other available flights to New York that evening, they were allowed to reboard the plane, according to the lawsuit filed by Public Citizen, a consumer-advocacy group founded by Ralph Nader.

    


"If American Airlines received a complaint about a Black male passenger with offensive body odor but could not verify the complaint, the solution should not have been to eject eight separate Black men from the plane," Susan Huhta, an employment law attorney in Washington, D.C., who is representing the three men, said. 




American said it was looking into the claims. 
"We take all claims of discrimination very seriously and want our customers to have a positive experience when they choose to fly with us," the airline said in a statement. "Our teams are currently investigating the matter, as the claims do not reflect our core values or our purpose of caring for people."
In 2017, the NAACP warned Black travelers about flying on American, claiming that several African American passengers had experienced discrimination by the airline. American promised changes, and the civil-rights group later lifted the advisory. 
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                                        GENEVA (AP) -- The U.N. telecommunications agency has kicked off its annual AI for Good conference, hoping to guide business, consumers and governments on ways to tap the promise of the new technology but avoid its potential perils.
OpenAI chief Sam Altman, whose company created ChatGPT, is among the tech leaders to join the Geneva gathering on Thursday as the two-day event hosts speeches and talks on artificial intelligence applications for robotics, medicine, education, sustainable development and much more.
"Artificial intelligence is changing our world and our lives," U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres said by video, noting its promise for things like education and health care in remote areas, increasing crop yields, and early warning systems for natural disasters. 
While artificial intelligence has been developed for years, its application for consumers burst into public view 18 months ago when OpenAI launched ChatGPT, a standout among AI systems that churn out novel text, images and video based on a vast database of online writings, books and other media.

    


Other corporate titans like Google, Microsoft and Amazon are vigorously competing in AI too. 




OpenAI has been battling a rising tide of concern about how it handles AI safety -- including criticism from former top executives who recently left the company.
Experts warn that AI could supercharge the spread of online disinformation: With a few typed commands and requests, computer-generated texts and images can be spread on social media and across the Internet -- blurring the line between fake news and reality. 
"Transforming its potential into reality requires AI that reduces bias, misinformation and security threats, instead of aggravating them," Guterres said, insisting it must also involve helping developing countries "harness AI for themselves" and "connecting the unconnected" around the world.
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- An international law enforcement team has arrested a Chinese national and disrupted a major botnet that officials said he ran for nearly a decade, amassing at least $99 million in profits by reselling access to criminals who used it for identity theft, child exploitation, and financial fraud, including pandemic relief scams.
The U.S. Department of Justice quoted FBI Director Christopher Wray as saying Wednesday that the "911 S5" botnet -- a network of malware-infected computers in nearly 200 countries -- was likely the world's largest.
Justice said in a news release that Yunhe Wang, 35, was arrested May 24. Wang was arrested in Singapore, and search warrants were executed there and in Thailand, the FBI's deputy assistant director for cyber operations, Brett Leatherman, said in a LinkedIn post. Authorities also seized $29 million in cryptocurrency, Leatherman said.

    


Cybercriminals used Wang's network of zombie residential computers to steal "billions of dollars from financial institutions, credit card issuers and accountholders, and federal lending programs since 2014," according to an indictment filed in Texas' eastern district.




The administrator, Wang, sold access to the 19 million Windows computers he hijacked -- more than 613,000 in the United States -- to criminals who "used that access to commit a staggering array of crimes that victimized children, threatened people's safety and defrauded financial institutions and federal lending programs," U.S. Attorney General Merrick Garland said in announcing the takedown.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

He said criminals who purchased access to the zombie network from Wang were responsible for more than $5.9 billion in estimated losses due to fraud against relief programs. Officials estimated 560,000 fraudulent unemployment insurance claims originated from compromised IP addresses.
Wang allegedly managed the botnet through 150 dedicated servers, half of them leased from U.S.-based online service providers.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Authorities arrest man allegedly running 'likely world's largest ever' cybercrime botnet
    

    
    
    Authorities have arrested a man allegedly running 'likely world's largest ever' cybercrime botnet. AP's Lisa Dwyer reports.

    


    


The indictment says Wang used his illicit gains to purchase 21 properties in the United States, China, Singapore, Thailand, the United Arab Emirates and St. Kitts and Nevis, where it said he obtained citizenship through investment.
In its news release, the Justice Department thanked police and other authorities in Singapore and Thailand for their assistance. 
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                                        KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia (AP) -- Google plans to invest $2 billion in Malaysia, developing its first data center and a Google Cloud hub in the latest big foray by a U.S. tech giant in the Southeast Asian country. 
The news follows Microsoft's recent announcement that it would put $2.2 billion over the next four years into building Malaysia's new cloud and artificial intelligence infrastructure. 
Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim hailed Google's investment as a sign of faith in Malaysia's governance and economy. Anwar said Thursday that the investment is expected to add $3.2 billion to the economy and create 26,500 jobs by 2030. 
The investments are a coup for Anwar as he seeks to consolidate his strength against a strong Islamic opposition.
Google said in a statement that the new hubs will be developed at a business park in central Malaysia's Selangor state, to meet growing demand for cloud services and for artificial intelligence literacy programs for Malaysian students and educators.

    


Malaysia will be the 12th country to house a Google data center. The Malaysian Google Cloud hub -- which will deliver services to large enterprises, startups and the public sector, will join 40 regions and 121 zones currently in operation around the world, it said.




"This investment builds on our partnership with the government of Malaysia to advance its 'Cloud First Policy,' including best-in-class cybersecurity standards," said Ruth Porat, Alphabet Inc.'s president and chief financial officer.
Anwar met with Porat and other business leaders during visits to the U.S. last year.
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    [image: FILE - Exterior view of the Eurojust building prior to a press conference in The Hague, Netherlands, Wednesday, Dec. 5, 2018. Police coordinated by the European Union's justice and police agencies have taken down computer networks responsible for spreading ransomware via infected emails, in what they called the biggest-ever international operation against the lucrative form of cybercrime. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong, File)]
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                                        THE HAGUE, Netherlands (AP) -- Police coordinated by the European Union's justice and police agencies have taken down computer networks responsible for spreading ransomware via infected emails, in what they called the biggest-ever international operation against the lucrative form of cybercrime.
The European Union's judicial cooperation agency, Eurojust, said Thursday that police arrested four "high value" suspects, took down more than 100 servers and seized control of over 2,000 internet domains.
The huge takedown this week, codenamed Endgame, involved coordinated action in Germany, the Netherlands, France, Denmark, Ukraine, the United States and United Kingdom, Eurojust said. Also, three suspects were arrested in Ukraine and one in Armenia. Searches were carried out in Ukraine, Portugal, the Netherlands and Armenia, EU police agency Europol added.

    


It is the latest international operation aimed at disrupting malware and ransomware operations. It followed a massive takedown in 2021 of a botnet called Emotet, Eurojust said. A botnet is a network of hijacked computers typically used for malicious activity.




Europol pledged it would not be the last takedown.
"Operation Endgame does not end today. New actions will be announced on the website Operation Endgame," Europol said in a statement.
Dutch police said that the financial damage inflicted by the network on governments, companies and individual users is estimated to run to hundreds of millions of euros (dollars).

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Millions of people are also victims because their systems were infected, making them part of these botnets," the Dutch statement said.
Eurojust said that one of the main suspects earned cryptocurrency worth at least 69 million euros ($74 million) by renting out criminal infrastructure for spreading ransomware.
"The suspect's transactions are constantly being monitored and legal permission to seize these assets upon future actions has already been obtained," EU police agency Europol added.

    


The operation targeted malware "droppers" called IcedID, Pikabot, Smokeloader, Bumblebee and Trickbot. A dropper is malicious software usually spread in emails containing infected links or attachments such as shipping invoices or order forms.
"This approach had a global impact on the dropper ecosystem," Europol said. "The malware, whose infrastructure was taken down during the action days, facilitated attacks with ransomware and other malicious software." 
Ben Jones, CEO at Searchlight Cyber, a company that provides intelligence on the dark web, hailed the operation as an example of how international cooperation can crack down on cybercrime.
"Where cybercriminals previously used their ability to operate across borders to evade the arm of justice, operations like Endgame -- coordinated across multiple jurisdictions -- demonstrate that this evasion tactic is increasingly untenable," Jones said in comments emailed to The Associated Press. "Law enforcement's net is widening and the 'safe zones' for cybercriminal activity are becoming harder and harder to come by."

    


Dutch police said that the actions should alert cybercriminals that they can be caught. 
"This operation shows that you always leave tracks, nobody is unfindable, even online," Stan Duijf, of the Dutch National Police, said in a video statement. 
The deputy head of Germany's Federal Criminal Police Office, Martina Link, described it as "the biggest international cyber police operation so far."
"Thanks to intensive international cooperation, it was possible to render six of the biggest malware families harmless," she said in a statement.
German authorities are seeking the arrest of seven people on suspicion of being members of a criminal organization whose aim was to spread the Trickbot malware. An eighth person is suspected of being one of the ringleaders of the group behind Smokeloader.
Europol said it was adding the eight suspects being sought by Germany to its most-wanted list.
___
Associated Press writer Geir Moulson in Berlin contributed to this report.
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                    North Korea flew hundreds of trash-carrying balloons toward South Korea in one of its most bizarre provocations against its rival in years, prompting the South's military to mobilize chemical and explosive response teams to recover objects and debris in different parts of the country.
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            South Korean military releases footage showing view of North Korean rocket explosion

        
        
            The South Korean military on Tuesday released a video showing its surveillance of a North Korean rocket exploding in mid-air shortly after its launch. The footage was filmed by a military patrol ship deployed in the country's northwestern island region, the South Korean Joint Chiefs of Staff said. The rocket launched by North Korea to deploy the country's second spy satellite exploded after liftoff Monday, state media reported, in a setback for leader Kim Jong Un's hopes to field satellites to monitor the U.S. and South Korea.
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            North Korea sends over 200 balloons carrying trash over to South Korea

        
        
            North Korea flew hundreds of trash-carrying balloons toward South Korea in one of its most bizarre provocations against its rival in years, prompting the South's military to mobilize chemical and explosive response teams to recover objects and debris in different parts of the country.
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    [image: In this photo provided by the North Korean government, North Korean leader Kim Jong Un delivers a speech at the North]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 12 | In this photo provided by the North Korean government, North Korean leader Kim Jong Un delivers a speech at the North's Academy of Defense Sciences in North Korea, Tuesday, May 28, 2024. Independent journalists were not given access to cover the event depicted in this image distributed by the North Korean government. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency. (Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)
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[image: This photo provided by South Korea Defense Ministry, shows trash from a balloon presumably sent by North Korea, in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. In another sign of tensions between the war-divided rivals, South Korea's Joint Chiefs of Staff said North Korea also has been flying large numbers of balloons carrying trash toward the South since Tuesday night, in an apparent retaliation against South Korean activists for flying anti-Pyongyang propaganda leaflets across the border. (South Korea Presidential Office via AP)]
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[image: This photo provided by South Korea Defense Ministry, shows balloons with trash presumably sent by North Korea, in South Chungcheong Province, South Korea, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. In another sign of tensions between the war-divided rivals, South Korea's Joint Chiefs of Staff said North Korea also has been flying large numbers of balloons carrying trash toward the South since Tuesday night, in an apparent retaliation against South Korean activists for flying anti-Pyongyang propaganda leaflets across the border. (South Korea Presidential Office via AP)]
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[image: North Korea's town Kaepoong behind a military guard post, bottom, is seen from the unification observatory in Paju, South Korea, Tuesday, May 28, 2024. A rocket launched by North Korea to deploy the country's second spy satellite exploded shortly after liftoff Monday, state media reported, in a setback for leader Kim Jong Un's hopes to operate multiple satellites to better monitor the U.S. and South Korea. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: A North Korean flag flutters in the wind atop a 160-meter (525-foot) tower in the North's Kijong-dong village near the truce village of Panmunjom, seen from Paju, South Korea, Tuesday, May 28, 2024. A rocket launched by North Korea to deploy the country's second spy satellite exploded shortly after liftoff Monday, state media reported, in a setback for leader Kim Jong Un's hopes to operate multiple satellites to better monitor the U.S. and South Korea. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: Visitors use binoculars to see the North Korean side from the unification observatory in Paju, South Korea, Tuesday, May 28, 2024. A rocket launched by North Korea to deploy the country's second spy satellite exploded shortly after liftoff Monday, state media reported, in a setback for leader Kim Jong Un's hopes to operate multiple satellites to better monitor the U.S. and South Korea. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: A visitor uses binoculars to see the North Korean side from the unification observatory in Paju, South Korea, Tuesday, May 28, 2024. A rocket launched by North Korea to deploy the country's second spy satellite exploded shortly after liftoff Monday, state media reported, in a setback for leader Kim Jong Un's hopes to operate multiple satellites to better monitor the U.S. and South Korea. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: Visitors look at the North Korean side from the unification observatory in Paju, South Korea, Tuesday, May 28, 2024. A rocket launched by North Korea to deploy the country's second spy satellite exploded shortly after liftoff Monday, state media reported, in a setback for leader Kim Jong Un's hopes to operate multiple satellites to better monitor the U.S. and South Korea. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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Visitors look at the North Korean side from the unification observatory in Paju, South Korea, Tuesday, May 28, 2024. A rocket launched by North Korea to deploy the country's second spy satellite exploded shortly after liftoff Monday, state media reported, in a setback for leader Kim Jong Un's hopes to operate multiple satellites to better monitor the U.S. and South Korea. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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[image: A South Korean national flag flutters in the wind at the unification observatory in Paju, South Korea, Tuesday, May 28, 2024. A rocket launched by North Korea to deploy the country's second spy satellite exploded shortly after liftoff Monday, state media reported, in a setback for leader Kim Jong Un's hopes to operate multiple satellites to better monitor the U.S. and South Korea. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 12 | A South Korean national flag flutters in the wind at the unification observatory in Paju, South Korea, Tuesday, May 28, 2024. A rocket launched by North Korea to deploy the country's second spy satellite exploded shortly after liftoff Monday, state media reported, in a setback for leader Kim Jong Un's hopes to operate multiple satellites to better monitor the U.S. and South Korea. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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[image: A news program broadcasts file images of a rocket launch by North Korea, at the Seoul Railway Station in Seoul, South Korea, Tuesday, May 28, 2024. A rocket launched by North Korea to deploy the country's second spy satellite exploded shortly after liftoff Monday, state media reported, in a setback for leader Kim Jong Un's hopes to field satellites to monitor the U.S. and South Korea. The writing on the screen reads "A North Korea spy satellite launch failed on a day when the leaders of South Korea, Japan and China gather." (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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[image: TV monitors show a report on a rocket launch by North Korea, in Tokyo Monday, May 27, 2024. Japan's government briefly issued a missile warning for the southern prefecture of Okinawa, urging residents to take shelter inside buildings and other safer places. The warning was lifted later because the region was no longer in danger, Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa Hayashi said. (Kyodo News via AP)]
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[image: This photo provided by South Korea Defense Ministry, shows trash from a balloon presumably sent by North Korea, in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. In another sign of tensions between the war-divided rivals, South Korea's Joint Chiefs of Staff said North Korea also has been flying large numbers of balloons carrying trash toward the South since Tuesday night, in an apparent retaliation against South Korean activists for flying anti-Pyongyang propaganda leaflets across the border. (South Korea Presidential Office via AP)]
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                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- North Korea flew hundreds of balloons carrying trash and manure toward South Korea in one of its most bizarre provocations against its rival in years, prompting the South's military to mobilize chemical and explosive response teams to recover objects and debris in different parts of the country.
The balloon campaign came as North Korean leader Kim Jong Un urged his military scientists to overcome a failed satellite launch and continue developing space-based reconnaissance capabilities, which he described as crucial for countering U.S. and South Korean military activities, state media said Wednesday.
In his first public comments about the launch failure, Kim also warned of unspecified "overwhelming actions" against South Korea over an exercise involving 20 fighter jets near the inter-Korean border hours before North Korea's failed launch on Monday. In a speech Tuesday, Kim described the South Korean response as a "hysterical attack formation flight and strike drill" and "direct military challenge" toward North Korea, the North's official Korean Central News Agency said Wednesday.

    


South Korea's Joint Chiefs of Staff said North Korea also has been flying large numbers of trash-carrying balloons toward the South since Tuesday night in retaliation against South Korean activists for flying anti-North Korean propaganda leaflets across the border.




The South's military said about 260 North Korean balloons were found in various parts of the country as of Wednesday afternoon and were being recovered by military rapid response and explosive clearance teams. The military said the balloons brought various types of trash and manure but so far they had found no human excrement. It advised civilians not to touch the objects from North Korea and to report to military or police after discovering them.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In a statement issued over the weekend, North Korean Vice Defense Minister Kim Kang Il said the North was planning to scatter "mounds of wastepaper and filth" over border areas and other parts of South Korea, in what he described as "tit-for-tat" action against the leafletting by South Korean activists.

    


Later Wednesday, Kim Yo Jong, the North Korean leader's powerful sister, took to state media to ridicule a South Korean military statement demanding that the North stop its "inhumane and vulgar activity." She said the North was merely exercising its freedom of expression, which the Seoul government has stated as a reason for its inability to stop anti-North Korean activists from flying leaflets across the border.
"Once you experience how nasty and exhausting it feels to go around picking up dirty filth, you will realize that you shouldn't talk about freedom of expression so easily when it comes to (leafletting) in border areas," she said. "We will make it clear that we will respond with tens more times the amount of filth to what the (South Koreans) spray to us in the future."
Photos released by the South Korean military showed trash scattered across highways and roads in different parts of the country. In the capital, Seoul, military officials found what appeared to be a timer that was likely designed to pop the bags of trash midair. In the central South Chungcheong province, two huge balloons carrying an un-popped plastic bag filled with dirt-like substances were seen at a road.

    


 There were no immediate reports of damage caused by the balloons. Similar North Korean balloon activities damaged cars and other property in 2016.
Kim Jong Un's comments about the satellite were from a speech at the North's Academy of Defense Sciences, which he visited a day after a rocket carrying what would have been his country's second military reconnaissance satellite exploded shortly after liftoff. North Korea's aerospace technology administration said the explosion was possibly related to the reliability of a newly developed rocket engine that is fueled by petroleum and uses liquid oxygen as an oxidizer. 
Animosities between the Koreas are at their worst level in years as the pace of both Kim's weapons demonstrations and South Korea's combined military exercises with the U.S. and Japan have intensified since 2022.

    


The failed satellite launch was a setback to Kim's plan to launch three more military spy satellites in 2024 after North Korea's first military reconnaissance satellite was placed in orbit last November. The November launch followed two failed attempts.
Monday's launch drew criticism from South Korea, Japan and the United States, because the United Nations bans North Korea from conducting any such rocket launches, viewing them as covers for testing long-range missile technology. 
North Korea has steadfastly maintained it has the right to launch satellites and test missiles in the face of what it perceives as U.S.-led military threats. Kim has described spy satellites as crucial for monitoring U.S. and South Korean military activities and enhancing the threat posed by his nuclear-capable missiles.

    


"Although we failed to achieve the results we had hoped to get in the recent reconnaissance satellite launch, we must never feel scared or dispirited but make still greater efforts," Kim said. "It is natural that one learns more and makes greater progress after experiencing failure."
North Korea hasn't commented on when it would be ready to attempt a satellite launch again, which some experts say could take months.
State media's mention of a liquid oxygen-petroleum rocket engine suggests the North is trying to develop a more powerful space launch vehicle that could handle larger payloads, according to some South Korean experts.
It is believed that North Korea's previous space rockets used unsymmetrical dimethylhydrazine as fuel and dinitrogen tetroxide as an oxidizer. The country's swift transition in space rocket designs possibly indicates external technological help, which would likely come from Russia, said Chang Young-keun, a missile expert at South Korea's Research Institute for National Strategy.
Kim has been boosting the visibility of his ties with Russia in recent months, highlighted by a summit with Russian President Vladimir Putin in September, as they align in the face of their separate confrontations with Washington. Kim's meeting with Putin was held at a spaceport in the Russian Far East and came after North Korea's consecutive failures in its attempts to launch its first spy satellite. Putin then told Russian reporters that Moscow was willing to help the North build satellites.
The U.S. and South Korea have also accused North Korea of providing Russia with artillery shells, missiles and other military equipment to help prolong its fighting in Ukraine.
___
Follow AP's Asia-Pacific coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/asia-pacific
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                    Disruptive digital attacks - many traced to Russia-backed groups - have doubled in the European Union in 2024 and are also targeting election-related services, according to the EU's top cybersecurity official. (AP Video by Lefteris Pitarakis, Mark Carlson, David Keyton, Production by Theodora Tongas)
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    [image: The executive director of the European Union Agency for Cybersecurity, ENISA, Juhan Lepassaar, speaks during an interview with the Associated Press in Athens, Greece, Tuesday, May 28, 2024. Lepassaar said the Athens-based agency had recorded a sharp rise in cybersecurity incidents in 2024. National and multinational cybersecurity agencies have stepped up activities and exercises globally ahead of elections in the European Union, the United States and other countries (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)]
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                                        ATHENS, Greece (AP) -- Disruptive digital attacks, many linked to Russian-backed groups, have doubled in the European Union in recent months and are also targeting election-related services, according to the EU's top cybersecurity official. 
Juhan Lepassaar, head of the European Union Agency for Cybersecurity, or ENISA, told The Associated Press in an interview that attacks with geopolitical motives have steadily risen since Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine on Feb. 24, 2022.
"The number of hacktivist attacks (against) European infrastructure -- threat actors whose main aim is to cause disruption -- has doubled from the fourth quarter of 2023 to the first quarter of 2024," Lepassaar said late Tuesday at the agency's headquarters in Athens.
"It's quite a significant increase," he said.
Citizens from the EU's 27 member states will vote June 6-9 for lawmakers in the European Parliament in an election that will also shape the EU's executive branch, the European Commission. On Wednesday, Belgian officials said police carried out searches at the residence of an employee of the European Parliament and at his office in the Parliament's building in Brussels over suspected Russian interference. Elections, also due in the United States, Britain and multiple other countries, have alerted security agencies to the threat of disruption campaigns funded by adversaries.

    


ENISA has led exercises and intense consultations to harden the resilience of election-related agencies in the EU for the past seven months. In an annual report for 2023, the agency noted a surge in ransomware attacks and incidents targeting public institutions. 


Lepassaar said that attack methods -- while not always successful -- were often tried out in Ukraine before being expanded to EU countries.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"This is part of the Russian war of aggression, which they fight physically in Ukraine, but digitally also across Europe," he said.

    


Experts warn that artificial intelligence tools are also being used to target Western voters at accelerating speed and scale with misleading or false information, including hyperrealistic video and audio clips known as deepfakes.
"It's been emphasized, also by member states' cybersecurity agencies, that AI-enabled disinformation and information manipulation is a big threat," Lepassaar said.
His comments echo a warning made this month by U.S. Director of National Intelligence Avril Haines that technological progress will make more nations and groups able to launch effective disinformation campaigns.
U.S. and European experts are helping security agencies to try and anticipate emerging digital threats and vulnerabilities over this decade, with ENISA identifying food production, satellite management and self-driving vehicles as areas requiring attention.
Cybersecurity, Lepassaar argues, will inevitably need to become second nature to designers and consumers.
"I do believe that we have a societal challenge ahead of us to understand digital security in the same way that we understand, security in the everyday traffic environment," he said.

    


"When we are driving, we are aware of what is going on around us. We are alert," he said. "The same kind of behaviors and habits are what we need to also instill when we operate in any kind of a digital environment."
___ Follow the AP's election-related news at: https://apnews.com/hub/global-elections
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    [image: FILE - A McDonald's sign is seen, March 14, 2024, in Wheeling, Ill. McDonald's is fighting back against viral tweets and media reports that it says have exaggerated its price increases. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh, File)]
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                                        McDonald's is fighting back against viral tweets and media reports that it says have exaggerated its price increases.
In a post on the company's website Wednesday, McDonald's U.S. President Joe Erlinger said reports suggesting the price of the average Big Mac has doubled since 2019 were false. McDonald's said the average U.S. Big Mac was $4.39 in 2019 and now costs $5.29, a 20.5% increase.
"For a brand that proudly serves nearly 90% of the U.S. population every year, we feel a responsibility to make sure the real facts are available," Erlinger said.
Erlinger acknowledged that he and many franchisees were frustrated by a post on X last summer about a Big Mac meal in Connecticut that cost $18, calling the price "an exception." He noted that franchisees own and operate 95% of U.S. McDonald's locations and set their own pricing but "work hard to minimize the impact of price increases."

    


The average U.S. price of a Big Mac meal, which includes a sandwich, fries and a drink, currently is $9.29.
Still, the Chicago burger giant said the cost of some items have seen bigger price jumps than the Big Mac. The average price of medium fries was $2.29 in 2019 and is $3.29 now, a 44% increase.




McDonald's said the average price of all menu items has risen 40% over the last five years, to account for a 40% average increase in the cost of labor, paper and food. That is higher than overall consumer prices, which have increased 21% since December 2019, according to government figures.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

McDonald's saw a marked slowdown in store traffic in the first three months of this year as inflation-weary customers in the U.S. and other big markets ate out less often. As a result, the company promised more deals.
Next month, McDonald's is expected to introduce a $5 meal deal across the U.S. that will include a sandwich, a four-piece McNugget, small fries and a small drink.
Erlinger said he hopes customers will find the company's upcoming deals "meaningful."
"It's clear that we -- together with our franchisees -- must remain laser-focused on value and affordability," Erlinger said.
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    [image: Missouri fifth grade student Daken Kramer, 11, holds an award at Blue Springs High School in Blue Springs, Kansas. Kramer was concerned about children who owed money for meals at his school. So the enterprising fifth-grader decided to do something about it. Daken posted a video challenging friends, family, even strangers and businesses to pay off the meal debt at the school. The 11-year-old was apparently pretty convincing: He raised more than double the original $3,500 goal -- all told, $7,370 -- enough money to also cut into the debt. (Vanessa Kramer via AP)]
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                                        As the school year drew to a close, Daken Kramer worried about children who owed money for meals at his school. So the enterprising fifth grader decided to do something about it.
Daken, 11, posted a video last month challenging friends, family, and even strangers and businesses to pay off the meal debt at Thomas Ultican Elementary School in Blue Springs, a suburb of Kansas City, Missouri. He was apparently convincing: He raised $7,370 -- more than double his original goal of $3,500. It paid off all the debt at his school and provided nearly $4,000 to reduce meal debt at Blue Springs High School, as well.
Daken, in a phone interview Wednesday, said he simply wanted to do something nice.
"It was my last year," the soon-to-be middle schooler said. "I just wanted to do something kind to say thank you to the school."
Nearly 30% of the 15,000 students in the Blue Springs School District are eligible for free or reduced-price lunches, according to state data. Even at that lower cost, some students at the district's 20 schools can't keep up. Overall, the district has a meal debt of around $235,000.

    


Nationally, the School Nutrition Association's 2024 survey of member school districts found that the median district meal debt as of November was $5,495, up from $5,164 a year earlier. The survey found that debt amounts can reach up to about $1 million for some districts.




During the COVID-19 pandemic, federal aid provided free school meals nationwide, but that ended in 2022. Daken's mom, Vanessa Kramer, said she learned that the pandemic-era program was the only time some students in the district got breakfast.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"That kind of stuck with me because I grew up in a food-insecure home," Vanessa Kramer said. "There were a lot of times that even as a high schooler, I was getting a peanut butter and jelly sandwich."
Daken's video was posted April 12 on his mom's Facebook page.

    


"Daken wanted to do something special as a thank you to his school, and has VERY high hopes for this project. I'm so proud of him for wanting to help others," Vanessa wrote at the time.
When his efforts made the local news, donations began to pour in from across the country.
"Great job Daken looking out for the less fortunate in your community -- you saw a problem and rose to the occasion to help," wrote a New Jersey donor who gave $100. "You are a great leader and a role model."
His school agreed. During fifth grade graduation May 21, Daken's teacher, Kristi Haley, announced that an annual award will be named after him -- the Daken Kramer Legacy Award -- to honor students who go above and beyond.
"It's your heart, your drive, your determination and your grit to help others that inspires us," Haley said at the ceremony.
"It was amazing," Daken said. "It definitely made me feel special."
Eight states -- California, Colorado, Maine, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, New Mexico and Vermont -- make school meals free to all students regardless of income, even after the pandemic. Vanessa said that it would be great if Missouri joined them and that if not, maybe her son's act of kindness can inspire others.
"I'm trying to teach my kids that if the people who have the power to make a difference won't, it's OK to step up and be that person that will make a difference," Vanessa said.
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                                        DETROIT (AP) -- Despite a long string of recalls that began more than two decades ago, about 6.2 million vehicles with potentially dangerous Takata air bag inflators remain on U.S. roads today. 
On Wednesday, Nissan warned drivers of about 84,000 older Nissan and Infiniti vehicles not to drive them because the front passenger inflators can explode with too much force in a crash, spewing metal fragments that could kill or injure people.
The Nissan recall includes cars and SUVs as old as the 2002 model year that were recalled in 2020. In some cases, the fragments hit more than one person in a vehicle.




In all, 67 million front driver and passenger inflators were included in what turned out to be the largest automotive recall in U.S. history. About 100 million inflators were recalled worldwide. 
But despite years of publicity, recall letters and phone calls from automakers, about 9% of the recalled vehicles remain on the road without repairs. 

    


Here's what you need to know if you own an older vehicle that may have the faulty inflators:
WHAT VEHICLES HAVE RECALLED TAKATA INFLATORS?
Vehicles from 34 automotive brands eventually were recalled because they have the faulty inflators. Models from Acura, Audi, BMW, Cadillac, Chevrolet, Chrysler, Daimler Trucks, Daimler Vans, Dodge/Ram, Ferrari, Fisker, Ford, GMC, Honda, Infiniti, Jaguar, Jeep, Land Rover, Lexus, Lincoln, Mazda, McLaren, Mercedes-Benz, Mercury, Mitsubishi, Nissan, Pontiac, Saab, Saturn, Scion, Subaru, Tesla, Toyota, and Volkswagen were recalled. A complete list of models can be found on the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration website. 
IS THERE A WAY TO CHECK MY VEHICLE?

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Yes. Go to the NHTSA website and key in your license plate number or 17-digit vehicle identification number, which can be found on most state registration cards. The VIN also is stamped atop the driver's side of your dashboard near the windshield. You can also sign up for future recall alerts for your vehicle from NHTSA. You may have gotten a letter from the automaker telling you about the recall, but if you bought the car recently, the company may not have found you. Automakers use state registration data to track down owners.

    


SHOULD I KEEP DRIVING THE VEHICLE IF IT HAS AN UNREPAIRED TAKATA INFLATOR?
Some automakers have warned owners to stop driving their vehicles because their Takata inflators are so dangerous that there's a strong likelihood that they'll explode and spew shrapnel. Honda, Ford, BMW, Toyota, Stellantis and Mazda have issued "do not drive" warnings. But even without a warning, it's best to get the repairs done as soon as possible to eliminate the risk.
WHY SHOULD I BOTHER WITH THE RECALL REPAIRS?
Simply put, you could die or suffer a gruesome injury if you don't. Takata used the volatile chemical ammonium nitrate to create a small explosion to quickly fill the air bags in a crash. But over the years the chemical can deteriorate, especially when exposed to high heat and humidity. It can burn too fast and blow apart a metal canister that's supposed to contain the explosion, hurling metal fragments. In the U.S., 27 people have been killed and more than 400 were hurt. At least 35 have been killed in Malaysia, Australia and the U.S. Under federal law, the repairs are free for vehicle owners.
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    [image: In this image provide by Yale University, Yale's new president Maurie McInnis poses in New Haven, Conn. McInnis, a longtime higher education leader and cultural historian, was named the 24th president of Yale University on Wednesday, May 29, 2024, becoming the first woman to be installed permanently to the position. (Yale University via AP)]
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                                        Maurie McInnis, a longtime higher education leader and cultural historian, was named the 24th president of Yale University on Wednesday, becoming the first woman to be appointed permanently to the position.
McInnis, 58, is the president of Stony Brook University on Long Island in New York. She will succeed Peter Salovey, who is retiring and taking a faculty position at the Ivy League school in New Haven, Connecticut, after having led it for the past decade.
Yale said McInnis was the unanimous choice of the school's Board of Trustees.
"A compelling leader, distinguished scholar, and devoted educator, she brings to the role a deep understanding of higher education and an unwavering commitment to our mission and academic priorities," senior trustee Josh Bekenstein said in a statement. "Her experience and accomplishments over the past three decades have prepared her to lead Yale in the years ahead."





    


McInnis, who starts her new job on July 1, has been Stony Brook's president since 2020 and previously served as executive vice president and provost of the University of Texas at Austin and vice provost for academic affairs at the University of Virginia.
She is not new to New Haven. She has served as a Yale trustee since 2022 and received her master's degree and doctorate at Yale, where she studied art history. Her scholarship has focused on the politics of art and slavery in the southern United States in the 1800s, Yale said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I look forward to many things when I begin my service," McInnis said in a statement. "At the top of the list is to reconnect with those I know and to meet so many more of you. You make this university what it is."
She added, "Our faculty members are not only international leaders in their own fields but also drive innovation in other academic disciplines and progress in other sectors. Our talented staff advance every aspect of our university and bring excellence to all they do. Similarly, our students excel in their studies, while also making Yale a richer community through their art making, advocacy, and deep engagement with the local community."

    


McInnis said she plans to schedule listening sessions and individual meetings later in the summer.
She will take over leadership of an elite school founded in 1701 that now has a $40 billion endowment, about 12,000 undergraduate and graduate students, 5,500 faculty members and about 11,600 staff.
Yale and Stony Brook were among schools nationwide that saw protests over the Israel-Hamas war, and students at both campuses were arrested. McInnis did not mention Gaza in her comments.
At Stony Brook, McInnis said that while the school supported students' rights of free expression and peaceful assembly, "protests and demonstrations will not be allowed to disrupt the academic environment, create safety issues, or violate university guidelines regarding time, place and manner."
Earlier this month, a proposed censure of McInnis over the arrests of 29 protesters at Stony Brook was narrowly rejected by the school's faculty Senate.

    


In a statement, Yale's search committee praised McInnis for her academic leadership experience and scholarship.
"What excites me about President-elect McInnis is that she comes to the job as a practicing humanist in all dimensions," said Jacqueline Goldsby, a professor of African American studies, English and American studies at Yale. "Her books on antebellum visual culture are award-winning and represent the incisive, rigorous scholarship Yale faculty produce and that we want our students to study."
The committee also lauded McInnis for her work on climate change. She is the first board chair of the New York Climate Exchange and led the founding of an international climate change solutions center in New York City, Yale said.
Yale has had only one other female leader, Hanna Holborn Gray, who served as acting president from 1977 to 1978. Yale later removed the "acting" designation after her tenure.
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    [image: FILE - A sign highlighting the financing interest rate is displayed near the price sticker on an unsold 2023 vehicle at a Mercedes-Benz dealer on Nov. 30, 2023, in Loveland, Colo. The Federal Reserve's decision Wednesday, May 1, 2024 to keep its benchmark rate at a two-decade high should have ripple effects across the economy. Mortgage rates, credit card rates, and auto loan rates will all likely maintain their highs, with consequences for consumer spending. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, file)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Mortgage rates, credit card rates, auto loan rates, and business loans with variable rates will all likely maintain their highs, with consequences for consumer spending, after the Federal Reserve indicated Wednesday that it doesn't plan to cut interest rates until it has "greater confidence" that price increases at the consumer level are slowing to its 2% target.
The central bank kept its key rate at a two-decade high of roughly 5.3%, where it has been since last August. 
Here's what to know:
WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR BORROWERS?
Credit card rates are at or near all-time peaks, and mortgage rates have more than doubled in recent years.
According to LendingTree, the average credit card interest rate in America today is 24.66%, unchanged from last month, though that rate has risen for 24 of the last 26 months. 
"That isn't likely to fall anytime soon, despite the Fed taking its foot off the gas," said LendingTree Credit Analyst Matt Schulz. "That's likely the unfortunate reality for the next several months."

    


In the battle against credit card debt, 0% balance transfer cards "are still your best weapon," according to Schulz, but "they're getting harder to get and their fees are rising."




With delinquencies and debt totals also increasing for consumers, some banks are becoming more hesitant about taking on transferred balances, he said, meaning consumers will need good credit to get approval. 
WHAT'S IN STORE FOR SAVERS?

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Yields on savings accounts and certificates of deposit (CDs) have been hovering at high levels, thanks to the Fed's increased interest rates, according to Ken Tumin, banking expert and founder of DepositAccounts.com. That said, "several banks have been lowering deposit rates (with the) expectation that the Fed will start cutting rates at some point this year."
Certificate of deposit rates have been the first to fall, and a few online banks have also started lowering online savings account rates. Ally Bank dropped its rate to 4.25% from 4.35% and Discover to 4.25% from 4.30%.

    


Even so, most online banks held their online savings account rates steady in 2024, and several online banks still offer yields of 5.25%. The highest online yield is currently 5.55%, with the average online 1-year CD yield 4.94% as of April 1st, according to DepositAccounts.com.
Tumin notes that "brick-and-mortar bank deposit rates continue to be slow in their movement higher," saying that while their average rates have gone up sharply in the last year, "they are still very low compared to online rates." 
The average savings account yield for all banks and credit unions, of which the vast majority are brick-and-mortar, is 0.52% as of April 24th.
WHAT ABOUT MORTGAGES?
The Fed doesn't directly set mortgage rates, but it does influence them. The bond market, inflation, and other factors all contribute to the high mortgage rates currently facing consumers.
The average rate on a 30-year, fixed-rate mortgage recently rose to above 7% for the first time since November. LendingTree Senior Economist Jacob Channel notes that mortgage rates can shift even as the Fed holds its benchmark rate steady, and that consumers should consider many economic data points before deciding to take on a mortgage.

    


"Even in the face of relatively steep mortgage rates and high prices, now could still be a good time to buy a home," he said. "Timing the market is virtually impossible... In that same vein, there are a lot of people who won't be able to buy until the market becomes cheaper."
High shelter and rent costs have contributed to steep inflation in recent months.
A Bankrate study found that renting is cheaper than buying a typical home in all 50 of the largest U.S. metro areas. As of February, the typical monthly mortgage payment on a median-priced home in the U.S. was $2,703, while the typical national monthly rent was $1,979. That's a nearly 37% gap between the costs of renting and buying a home.
"While it would be nice if the Fed could fix everything on its own, it probably can't, at least not without causing a great deal of weeping and gnashing of teeth," said Channel.

    


I NEED TO BUY A CAR. WHAT'S THE OUTLOOK FOR AUTO LOANS?
While vehicle prices have steadied through late 2023 and early 2024, Bankrate Chief Financial Analyst Greg McBride predicts that high interest rates on auto loans will linger for those with weak credit profiles. Borrowers with stronger credit may see more competitive rates, but the Fed's decision will continue to make auto loans expensive, even if vehicle prices decline. The average car loan hasn't been this pricey since 2008.
McBride predicts five-year new car loan rates will reach an average of 7.0% and four-year used car loans, 7.5% by the end of 2024.
In the past year, borrowers have f aced especially expensive monthly payments due to high interest rates, and auto loan delinquency reached its highest rate in nearly thirty years. The average monthly car loan payment was $738 for new vehicles and $532 for used ones in the fourth quarter of 2023, according to credit reporting agency Experian.

    


New vehicles cost an average of $47,218 in March 2024, according to Kelley Blue Book, a price that, combined with high interest rates, pushes many buyers out of the market for new cars.
IS THE FED MAKING PROGRESS ON SLOWING INFLATION?
Not as quickly as it would like.
Several recent reports on prices and economic growth have undercut the Fed's belief that inflation was steadily easing. 
"Inflation has shown a lack of further progress toward our 2% objective," said Chair Jerome Powell. 
While inflation has cooled from a peak of 7.1% to 2.7%, average prices remain well above pre-pandemic levels, and the costs of services continue to grow -- including for rents, health care, restaurant meals, and auto insurance.
___
This story was first published on May 2, 2024. It was updated on May 29, 2024 to correct the spelling of LendingTree Credit Analyst Matt Schulz's last name.
___
The Associated Press receives support from Charles Schwab Foundation for educational and explanatory reporting to improve financial literacy. The independent foundation is separate from Charles Schwab and Co. Inc. The AP is solely responsible for its journalism.
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    [image: Instructor Mayra Ocampo, left, collaborates with Isabel Valencia in her living room on a lesson plan Valencia will teach her daughter in Pueblo, Colo., Wednesday, Feb. 28, 2024. Home visit programs have provided a lifeline for families, especially those for whom access to qualify early education is scarce or out of reach financially. The programs, which are set to expand with new federal support, are proven to help prepare children for school but have reached relatively few families. (AP Photo/Eric Lars Bakke)]
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[image: Instructor Mayra Ocampo, left, collaborates with Isabel Valencia in her living room on a lesson plan Valencia will teach her daughter in Pueblo, Colo., Wednesday, Feb. 28, 2024. Home visit programs have provided a lifeline for families, especially those for whom access to qualify early education is scarce or out of reach financially. The programs, which are set to expand with new federal support, are proven to help prepare children for school but have reached relatively few families. (AP Photo/Eric Lars Bakke)]
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[image: Parent Isabel Valencia holds the first-year program portfolio of her daughter, Celeste, in her living room in Pueblo, Colo., on Wednesday, Feb. 28, 2024. Home visit programs have provided a lifeline for families, especially those for whom access to qualify early education is scarce or out of reach financially. The programs, which are set to expand with new federal support, are proven to help prepare children for school but have reached relatively few families. (AP Photo/Eric Lars Bakke)]
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[image: Isabel Valencia gathers props and supplies for a Home Visit HIPPY (Home Instruction for Parents of Preschool Youngsters) training session with instructor Mayra Ocampo in Valencia's home in Pueblo, Colo., Wednesday, Feb. 28, 2024. Home visit programs have provided a lifeline for families, especially those for whom access to qualify early education is scarce or out of reach financially. The programs, which are set to expand with new federal support, are proven to help prepare children for school but have reached relatively few families. (AP Photo/Eric Lars Bakke)]
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[image: Isabel Valencia holds a photo of her family in her home in Pueblo, Colo., Wednesday, Feb. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Eric Lars Bakke)]
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[image: Isabel Valencia, right, and Home Visit HIPPY (Home Instruction for Parents of Preschool Youngsters) instructor Mayra Ocampo, engage in a mobility lesson in Valencia's living room in Pueblo, Colo., Wednesday, Feb. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Eric Lars Bakke)]
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[image: Home visitor Amanda Pedlar and parent Bridget Collins check their smiles in a mirror, illustrating what someone might look like when they are happy, during a role-playing activity on March 4, 2024, in San Antonio, Texas. Home visit programs have provided a lifeline for families, especially those for whom access to qualify early education is scarce or out of reach financially. (Emily Tate Sullivan/EdSurge via AP)]
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[image: Home visitor Fatema Zamani and her 4-year-old daughter Kaenat build a homemade hammock, imitating a scene from a children's book they just read on April 3, 2024, in Denver, Colo. Zamani will introduce the book and the activity to families in her caseload, most of whom recently relocated to the United States from Afghanistan. (Emily Tate Sullivan/EdSurge via AP)]
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[image: Melanie Collier, HIPPY coordinator for Spring Institute, a nonprofit organization in Denver, Colo.,, talks to home visitors about a book they will soon be introducing to families in their case load, on March 12, 2024. Home visit programs have provided a lifeline for families, especially those for whom access to qualify early education is scarce or out of reach financially. The programs, which are set to expand with new federal support, are proven to help prepare children for school but have reached relatively few families. (Emily Tate Sullivan/EdSurge via AP)]
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[image: Instructor Mayra Ocampo, prepares materials for a science lesson to demonstrate to Isabel Valencia in Valencia's home in Pueblo, Colo., Wednesday, Feb. 28, 2024. Home visit programs have provided a lifeline for families, especially those for whom access to qualify early education is scarce or out of reach financially. The programs, which are set to expand with new federal support, are proven to help prepare children for school but have reached relatively few families. (AP Photo/Eric Lars Bakke)]
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        Quality early education can be expensive or hard to find. Home visits bring it to more families

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Instructor Mayra Ocampo, left, collaborates with Isabel Valencia in her living room on a lesson plan Valencia will teach her daughter in Pueblo, Colo., Wednesday, Feb. 28, 2024. Home visit programs have provided a lifeline for families, especially those for whom access to qualify early education is scarce or out of reach financially. The programs, which are set to expand with new federal support, are proven to help prepare children for school but have reached relatively few families. (AP Photo/Eric Lars Bakke)]
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[image: Instructor Mayra Ocampo, left, prepares materials before starting home visit instruction for Isabel Valencia in her living room in Pueblo, Colo., Wednesday, Feb. 28, 2024. Home visit programs have provided a lifeline for families, especially those for whom access to qualify early education is scarce or out of reach financially. The programs, which are set to expand with new federal support, are proven to help prepare children for school but have reached relatively few families. (AP Photo/Eric Lars Bakke)]
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[image: Instructor Mayra Ocampo, left, collaborates with Isabel Valencia in her living room on a lesson plan Valencia will teach her daughter in Pueblo, Colo., Wednesday, Feb. 28, 2024. Home visit programs have provided a lifeline for families, especially those for whom access to qualify early education is scarce or out of reach financially. The programs, which are set to expand with new federal support, are proven to help prepare children for school but have reached relatively few families. (AP Photo/Eric Lars Bakke)]
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[image: Parent Isabel Valencia holds the first-year program portfolio of her daughter, Celeste, in her living room in Pueblo, Colo., on Wednesday, Feb. 28, 2024. Home visit programs have provided a lifeline for families, especially those for whom access to qualify early education is scarce or out of reach financially. The programs, which are set to expand with new federal support, are proven to help prepare children for school but have reached relatively few families. (AP Photo/Eric Lars Bakke)]
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Parent Isabel Valencia holds the first-year program portfolio of her daughter, Celeste, in her living room in Pueblo, Colo., on Wednesday, Feb. 28, 2024. Home visit programs have provided a lifeline for families, especially those for whom access to qualify early education is scarce or out of reach financially. The programs, which are set to expand with new federal support, are proven to help prepare children for school but have reached relatively few families. (AP Photo/Eric Lars Bakke)
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[image: Isabel Valencia gathers props and supplies for a Home Visit HIPPY (Home Instruction for Parents of Preschool Youngsters) training session with instructor Mayra Ocampo in Valencia's home in Pueblo, Colo., Wednesday, Feb. 28, 2024. Home visit programs have provided a lifeline for families, especially those for whom access to qualify early education is scarce or out of reach financially. The programs, which are set to expand with new federal support, are proven to help prepare children for school but have reached relatively few families. (AP Photo/Eric Lars Bakke)]
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[image: Isabel Valencia holds a photo of her family in her home in Pueblo, Colo., Wednesday, Feb. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Eric Lars Bakke)]
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Isabel Valencia holds a photo of her family in her home in Pueblo, Colo., Wednesday, Feb. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Eric Lars Bakke)
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[image: Isabel Valencia, right, and Home Visit HIPPY (Home Instruction for Parents of Preschool Youngsters) instructor Mayra Ocampo, engage in a mobility lesson in Valencia's living room in Pueblo, Colo., Wednesday, Feb. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Eric Lars Bakke)]
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[image: Home visitor Amanda Pedlar and parent Bridget Collins check their smiles in a mirror, illustrating what someone might look like when they are happy, during a role-playing activity on March 4, 2024, in San Antonio, Texas. Home visit programs have provided a lifeline for families, especially those for whom access to qualify early education is scarce or out of reach financially. (Emily Tate Sullivan/EdSurge via AP)]
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[image: Home visitor Fatema Zamani and her 4-year-old daughter Kaenat build a homemade hammock, imitating a scene from a children's book they just read on April 3, 2024, in Denver, Colo. Zamani will introduce the book and the activity to families in her caseload, most of whom recently relocated to the United States from Afghanistan. (Emily Tate Sullivan/EdSurge via AP)]
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Home visitor Fatema Zamani and her 4-year-old daughter Kaenat build a homemade hammock, imitating a scene from a children's book they just read on April 3, 2024, in Denver, Colo. Zamani will introduce the book and the activity to families in her caseload, most of whom recently relocated to the United States from Afghanistan. (Emily Tate Sullivan/EdSurge via AP)
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[image: Melanie Collier, HIPPY coordinator for Spring Institute, a nonprofit organization in Denver, Colo.,, talks to home visitors about a book they will soon be introducing to families in their case load, on March 12, 2024. Home visit programs have provided a lifeline for families, especially those for whom access to qualify early education is scarce or out of reach financially. The programs, which are set to expand with new federal support, are proven to help prepare children for school but have reached relatively few families. (Emily Tate Sullivan/EdSurge via AP)]
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[image: Instructor Mayra Ocampo, prepares materials for a science lesson to demonstrate to Isabel Valencia in Valencia's home in Pueblo, Colo., Wednesday, Feb. 28, 2024. Home visit programs have provided a lifeline for families, especially those for whom access to qualify early education is scarce or out of reach financially. The programs, which are set to expand with new federal support, are proven to help prepare children for school but have reached relatively few families. (AP Photo/Eric Lars Bakke)]
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            EMILY TATE SULLIVAN of EdSurge

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        PUEBLO, Colo. (AP) -- Standing in her living room, Isabel Valencia sets up her makeshift tennis serve with the materials on hand: a green balloon for a ball and a ruler affixed to a paper plate for a racket. 
She bats the balloon to her home visitor, Mayra Ocampo, and they pass it back and forth, counting each return, offering encouragement and laughing at their mistakes. 
The moment is light and playful, as it likely will be later in the week, when Valencia tries the same activity with her 4-year-old daughter Celeste. But Ocampo takes care to explain what's happening beneath the surface: They're not just playing tennis. They're building social skills. They're working on hand-eye coordination. And they're practicing numeracy. 
Valencia, who came to the U.S. from Colombia a few years ago, found Ocampo through a free program that supports families with their children's early learning and development. 

    


Home visiting programs have provided a lifeline for families, especially those for whom access to quality early education is scarce or out of reach financially. The programs, which are set to expand with new federal support, are proven to help prepare children for school but have reached relatively few families. 




It was during a trip to the grocery store in 2022 with her two young kids that somebody told Valencia about the home visiting program. She had moved to Pueblo, Colorado, only a few months earlier and was feeling isolated. She hadn't met anyone else who spoke Spanish.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I didn't leave my house," she says through an interpreter, "so I thought I was the only one." 
The Home Instruction for Parents of Preschool Youngsters program, known as HIPPY, provides families with a trained support person -- in Valencia's case, Ocampo -- who visits their home every week, showing them how to engage their children with fun, developmentally appropriate activities. 

    


The HIPPY program is unique for its two-generation approach. Through regular home visits and monthly group meetings, parents learn how to promote early literacy and social-emotional skills from staff who went through the program themselves and often share the same language and background as the families they serve.
The program is primarily implemented in low-income neighborhoods, as well as through school districts and organizations reaching immigrant and refugee families, says Miriam Westheimer, chief program officer for HIPPY International, which operates in 15 countries and 20 U.S. states.
In the U.S., two dozen home visiting models have received a stamp of approval -- and with it, access to funding -- from the federal government's Maternal, Infant and Early Childhood Home Visiting program. While some emphasize preparing toddlers for school, others send social workers or registered nurses who focus on maternal and child health. 
An estimated 17 million families nationwide stand to benefit from the type of voluntary, evidence-based home visiting services that Valencia receives. Yet in 2022, only about 270,000 did. 
"That is purely because of resources," said Dr. Michael Warren, of the Maternal and Child Health Bureau, which oversees the MIECHV program. "If more resources exist, more families can be served."

    


Fortunately, he says, reinforcements are on the way. 
The federal investment in the MIECHV program is set to double from $400 million to $800 million annually, by 2027. Beginning this year, the federal government will match $3 for every $1 in non-federal money spent on home visiting programs, up to a certain amount. 
Now in her second year of the HIPPY program, Valencia is a more confident parent. She says the structured curriculum she follows, paired with Ocampo's support, have helped her prepare her daughter to thrive in preschool. 
"As parents, it's hard to balance everything -- work, kids, house," says Ocampo, noting that many families in her caseload face language barriers and economic challenges such as food insecurity. "But you want to give the best to (your kids)."
Home visiting gives parents the tools to do it, she says. 

    


Visitors supply books and materials for parents to carry out activities, as well as diapers and wipes and referrals to food pantries, public assistance programs, early intervention services and mental health professionals. They also explain the developmental importance of talking, reading and singing with young children, asking them questions, and praising them. 
They communicate a simple but potent message to parents: Everything they need to help their children flourish is probably already at home. 
A math lesson can be found among a bag of beans or a pocketful of loose change. Kids can practice literacy skills by searching for items around the house that start with a particular letter.
"Not only does it help the child, it helps the parents," says Avis Stallworth-Ellis, the HIPPY coordinator for Montgomery Public Schools in Alabama, which uses federal money to offer home visiting programs. "It gives them a different way to think."

    


The most valuable outcome, families and home visitors say, is the bond forged between parent and child. 
"It's good for them and good for you," says Ocampo. "They're thinking you are playing, but they're really learning."
Parents also become better advocates for themselves and their children, and research has shown that kids are better prepared for school. 
Last fall, when Valencia's daughter started preschool, the teacher told her that Celeste was more advanced than many of her classmates -- evidence, Valencia says, of the cognitive and social-emotional skills they've worked on during daily activities. 
Although Celeste is now enrolled in an early education program, Valencia has continued with the home visiting. "It's a complement" to preschool, says Valencia, who recently became a HIPPY home visitor herself. 
While home visiting is not intended to be a replacement for other early learning experiences, it can help to establish a strong foundation, especially for the many families who find early education programs inaccessible or unaffordable.
Throughout Pueblo, a city of 112,000, kindergarten teachers have noted students who receive home visiting services have longer attention spans, follow instructions better and have more developed motor skills, according to Maria Chavez Contreras, home visiting program manager at the community-based organization that hosts HIPPY in Pueblo. 
"When they get to school, it's nothing new for them," says Chavez Contreras. "They're carrying it over from home."
Fatema Zamani, a Denver-based home visitor, says she hears from parents in her caseload -- all recent arrivals from Afghanistan, where Zamani emigrated from in 2016 -- about how impressed their children's kindergarten teachers are. 
Her own daughter, 4-year-old Kaenat, is in the HIPPY program and can recite her alphabet, count, and identify shapes and colors. "She is ready for preschool," Zamani says.
She can tell the parents she works with are more confident, more curious -- including those who started out reticent because they cannot read.
They've since spread the word. Zamani says she now has a long wait list.
___
This article was co-published with EdSurge. EdSurge is a nonprofit newsroom that covers education through original journalism and research. Sign up for their newsletters. 
___
The Associated Press' education coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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[image: This photo provided by Mazda shows the 2021 Mazda 3. The 3 is attractively styled and uncommonly sporty for a small sedan or hatchback. (Courtesy of Mazda North American Operations via AP)]
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[image: This photo provided by Subaru shows the 2020 Outback. The Outback boasts fantastic outward visibility, plenty of cargo space and all-weather sure-footedness. (Courtesy of Subaru of North America via AP)]
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                                        Safety is critically important when choosing a vehicle for a younger driver. According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause of death for teenagers in the United States. There are many reasons for that statistic, ranging from inexperience and distraction to risky behaviors such as speeding or alcohol use. But the bottom line is that many parents want to mitigate risk as much as possible when selecting a vehicle for their first-time drivers. Yet budget is also a factor; teen drivers often end up with a hand-me-down vehicle or a used vehicle. 
To help you decide on what might be best for a young driver in your family, Edmunds' car experts turned to crash test ratings published by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety. We identified two cars, two SUVs, and one pickup truck that earn favorable IIHS ratings and can potentially be purchased for less than $20,000 and have less than 75,000 miles on them. We also took into account Edmunds reviews that evaluate qualities such as comfort, fuel economy and technology features. These are the five vehicles we would consider for the kids in our lives, listed in alphabetical order.

    


2015-2020 CHEVROLET COLORADO
Finding used pickups priced under $20,000 and with less than 75,000 miles is a challenge, but many Chevrolet Colorados meet those criteria. Drivers of 2015-2021 Colorado extended-cab and crew-cab models fare adequately or better in collisions, according to IIHS testing. The Colorado lacks some now-common driver assist features, such as blind-spot warning, but newer years include Teen Driver, a feature that allows parents to monitor how young drivers use the truck.




2014-2022 MAZDA 3 
Compact cars typically offer young drivers a low price and good gas mileage. You can also add high crash test scores into the mix for the Mazda 3. Mazda redesigned the 3 hatchback and sedan in 2014 and again in 2019. The newer models offer more driver assist features, available all-wheel drive for snowy weather, and a more modern infotainment system. Every Mazda 3 from this period earned a Top Safety Pick rating from the IIHS and, for around $20,000, you can find examples just a couple of years old.
2014-2021 MAZDA 6 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Among larger cars, a used Mazda 6 sedan built between 2014 and 2021, when the model was discontinued, is a smart pick. This stylish midsize car offers room for up to five people and a good blend of power and efficiency with the standard four-cylinder engine. Upgrade to the turbocharged model for improved performance but prepare to spend more at the gas pump. All Mazda 6 sedans during this period received a Top Safety Pick rating from the IIHS. Starting in 2016, the car also offered improved protection for the driver in certain types of collisions.

    


2014-2021 MAZDA CX-5 
Small SUVs are extremely popular with consumers. When choosing a used one under $20,000 for a young driver, Edmunds thinks a 2014 to 2021 Mazda CX-5 is a great choice. In addition to earning the highest Top Safety Pick rating from the IIHS in each of these model years, the CX-5 sits high off the road for good visibility and boasts tidy dimensions, making it easy to park. All-wheel drive is available, and the four-cylinder engine offers a good compromise of efficiency and acceleration. Mazda redesigned the CX-5 in 2017, adding more standard driver assist features. 

    


2013-2020 SUBARU OUTBACK
A used Subaru Outback could be a good choice for a young driver who enjoys a lot of outdoor activities. In each of those model years, the Outback earned the highest Top Safety Pick rating from the IIHS. The Outback also comes with standard all-wheel drive and generous ground clearance to help out with access to trails or campsites. If you steer clear of the six-cylinder and turbocharged engine options, this Subaru gets decent gas mileage. Buy a low-mileage example for your kid and an Outback could serve them well for years to come.
EDMUNDS SAYS 
The models listed above are good starting points. By adjusting your budget, accepting higher mileage, or drilling down to a specific model and year, you may discover more suitable choices. We also recommend continuing to prioritize crash test ratings when conducting your own research.
____________
This story was provided to The Associated Press by the automotive website Edmunds.
Christian Wardlaw is a contributor at Edmunds. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/teens-vehicles-buying-20000-6dc009684fc73f8c331b087577215d3f



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Business
    
  




  
    
      
        
          	
            Lifestyle
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Health
          
        

      

      Business

      
        Mortgage rates snap three-week pullback, pushing average rate on a 30-year home loan back above 7%
      

      
        Nearly 200 shuttered 99 Cents Only stores to open as Dollar Tree locations from Texas to California
      

      
        Ship attacked by Yemen's Houthi rebels was full of grain bound for Iran, the group's main benefactor
      

      
        Stock splits: The strange exception where a lower stock price can be better for investors
      

      
        Xi pledges more Gaza aid and talks trade at summit with Arab leaders
      

      
        BHP Group drops its bid for Anglo American, ending plans to create a global mining giant
      

      
        Louisiana chemical plant threatens to shut down if EPA emissions deadline isn't relaxed
      

      
        Closing prices for crude oil, gold and other commodities
      

      
        Singapore Airlines jet endured huge swings in gravitational force during turbulence, report says
      

      
        Hungary's foreign minister visits Belarus despite EU sanctions, talks about expanding ties
      

      
        American Airlines trims second quarter expectations as chief commercial officer exits
      

      
        Wisconsin launches $100 million fund to help start-up companies, entrepreneurs
      

      
        
          	
            Lifestyle
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Health
          
        

      

    

  

  
    Mortgage rates snap three-week pullback, pushing average rate on a 30-year home loan back above 7% | AP News
    
  




  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Mortgage rates snap three-week pullback, pushing average rate on a 30-year home loan back above 7%
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- The average rate on a 30-year mortgage moved back above 7% this week, a setback for home shoppers at a time when the U.S. housing market is already slowing under the strain of elevated home loan borrowing costs and rising prices.
The rate rose to 7.03% from 6.94% last week, mortgage buyer Freddie Mac said Thursday. A year ago, the rate averaged 6.79%.
This is the first increase after a three-week pullback. Higher mortgage rates can add hundreds of dollars a month in costs for borrowers, limiting homebuyers' purchasing options.
Borrowing costs on 15-year fixed-rate mortgages, popular with homeowners refinancing their home loans, also rose this week, pushing up the average rate to 6.36% from 6.24% last week. A year ago, it averaged 6.18%, Freddie Mac said.
Mortgage rates are influenced by several factors, including how the bond market reacts to the Federal Reserve's interest rate policy and the moves in the 10-year Treasury yield, which lenders use as a guide to pricing home loans.

    


Yields climbed earlier this week on worries about tepid demand for Treasury bonds following several U.S. government auctions and a surprising report showing confidence among U.S. consumers is strengthening. Economists had been expecting it to show a drop in confidence. 




The Fed has been holding the federal funds rate at the highest level in more than two decades in hopes of grinding down on the economy enough to get high inflation fully under control. The central bank has maintained it doesn't plan to cut interest rates until it has greater confidence that price increases are slowing sustainably to its 2% target.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"This reality, as well as economic signals that have moved sideways over the last few weeks, have resulted in mortgage rates drifting higher as markets continue to dial back expectations of interest rate cuts," said Sam Khater, Freddie Mac's chief economist.

    


After climbing to a 23-year high of 7.79% in October, the average rate on a 30-year mortgage stayed below 7% this year until April. Even with the declines earlier this month, the rate remains well above where it was just two years ago at 5.09%. 
The overall uptick in rates have been an unwelcome development for home shoppers in the midst of the spring homebuying season, traditionally the busiest time of the year for home sales. On average, more than one-third of all homes sold in a given year are purchased between March and June.
Sales of previously occupied U.S. homes fell in March and April as home shoppers contended with rising mortgage rates and prices. Sales of new homes also slowed in April, falling 7.7% from a year earlier, as borrowing costs slowed.
New data on contract signings for U.S. homes, a bellwether for future home sales, point to potentially further slowing of home sales.
The National Association of Realtor's pending home sales index fell 7.7% in April from the previous month, the trade group said Thursday. April's drop in pending home sales is the first since January.
"The impact of escalating interest rates throughout April dampened homebuying, even with more inventory in the market," said Lawrence Yun, the NAR's chief economist. "But the Federal Reserve's anticipated rate cut later this year should lead to better conditions, with improved affordability and more supply."

    


A lag of a month or two usually exists between when a contract is signed and when the home sale is finalized. That suggests a possible pullback in sales of previously occupied U.S. homes for May.
As rates have ticked higher, so have the monthly payments home shoppers need to take on when applying for a mortgage.
The national median monthly payment listed on home loan applications was $2,256 in April, a 2.5% increase from the previous month and 6.8% higher than what it was a year earlier, according to the Mortgage Bankers Association.
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    [image: FILE - A pedestrian walks past a 99 Cents Only store under light rain in Los Angeles Wednesday, Dec. 5, 2018. Dollar Tree is planning to reopen some 99 Cents Only stores that have closed, rebranding them and filling them with their own products. Dollar Tree said that the 170 stores are located in Arizona, Texas, California and Nevada. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes, File)]
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[image: FILE - A customer exits a Dollar Tree store Thursday, Feb. 25, 2021, in Jackson, Miss. Dollar Tree is planning to reopen some 99 Cents Only stores that have closed, rebranding them and filling them with their own products. Dollar Tree said that the 170 stores are located in Arizona, Texas, California and Nevada. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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                                        Nearly 200 shuttered 99 Cents Only stores from Texas to California will be re-opened as Dollar Tree locations after the leases were secured out of bankruptcy proceedings. 
The transfer of designation rights for 170 locations in Texas, Arizona, Nevada and California, along with some of the furniture, equipment and fixtures inside, was approved by the United States Bankruptcy Court for the District of Delaware.
Shares of Dollar Tree Inc., based in Chesapeake, Virginia, rose 2% at the opening bell Thursday. 
99 Cents Only Stores filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection last month and has been shedding assets ranging from inventory to store leases. The company said in April that it would close all 371 of its stores, ending a 42-year run for the bargain outlet.
99 Cents Only had struggled for some time with shifting consumer demand, inflation and theft, and it's not alone among bargain store chains. 

    


Dollar Tree posted a surprise loss in its final quarter of 2023 and said that it would close nearly 1,000 stores, most of them Family Dollar stores that it had acquired a decade earlier for more than $8 billion after a bidding war with rival Dollar General.


Dollar Tree Chief Operating Officer Michael Creedon said in a prepared statement on Wednesday that the one-time 99 Cents locations are in priority markets where it expects strong growth potential.
"The portfolio complements our existing footprint and will provide us access to high quality real estate assets in premium retail centers, enabling us to rapidly grow the Dollar Tree brand across the western United States, reaching even more customers and communities," he said.
Dollar Tree anticipates reopening the stores as early as the fall.
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    [image: In this undated photo provided by the Etat Major des Armees on Thursday, May 30, 2024, a view of the Laax, a Greek-owned, Marshall Islands-flagged bulk carrier that came under attack by Yemen's Houthi rebels earlier this week, carrying cargo of grain bound for Iran, the group's main benefactor, authorities said Thursday. (Etat Major des Armees via AP)]
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                                        DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) -- A Greek-owned, Marshall Islands-flagged bulk carrier that came under attack by Yemen's Houthi rebels earlier this week had a cargo of grain bound for Iran, the group's main benefactor, authorities said Thursday. 
The attack on the Laax comes as the Houthis continue their attacks on shipping throughout the Red Sea corridor, part of a campaign they say aims at pressuring Israel and the West over the war in Gaza. However, as shipping through that artery has dropped during the months of attacks, the rebels have struck vessels associated with Iran, as well as Tehran's economic lifelines of China and Russia. 
Initially after the attack, the Laax had listed its destination as Fujairah in the United Arab Emirates. On Thursday, however, its listed destination instead appeared to be Bandar Khomeini, Iran.
A statement released by French naval forces based in the UAE that patrol the Middle East also identified the vessel's grain shipment as being bound for Iran. It said that a team from Djibouti had inspected the damage caused by the attack, which it said involved both drones and missiles, and found no remaining dangerous explosives onboard the ship. 

    


Images released by the French navy showed damage both at the waterline of the vessel, as well as on its deck. 




Tuesday's attack saw five missiles hit the Laax during the hourslong assault, the private security firm LSS-SAPU told The Associated Press. LSS-SAPU, which earlier helped evacuate mariners from the Houthi-attacked Rubymar that later sunk, said there had been no prior warning by radio from the Houthis. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

LSS-SAPU had three armed security guards onboard the Laax at the time of the attack. Among the ship's crew were 13 Filipinos and one Ukrainian, the Philippine Department of Migrant Workers said in a statement. 
The Houthis in recent months have stepped up attacks on shipping in the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden, demanding that Israel end the war in Gaza, which has killed more than 36,000 Palestinians there. The war began after Hamas-led militants attacked Israel on Oct. 7, killing about 1,200 people and taking around 250 hostage.

    


The Houthis have launched more than 50 attacks on shipping, killed three sailors, seized one vessel and sunk another since November, according to the U.S. Maritime Administration.
On Wednesday, another U.S. MQ-9 Reaper drone apparently crashed in Yemen, with the Houthis claiming they fired a surface-to-air missile at it. The U.S. Air Force didn't report any aircraft missing, leading to suspicion that the drone may have been piloted by the CIA. As many as three may have been lost this month alone.
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    [image: FILE - A sign for a Nvidia building is shown in Santa Clara, Calif., May 31, 2023. A lower stock price can actually be a boon for investors in some rare cases. When companies announce splits to their stocks, as Nvidia recently did, they have historically gone on to beat the broad market in the next year. Though a stock split doesn't guarantee an ensuing rise in price. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - A sign for a Nvidia building is shown in Santa Clara, Calif., May 31, 2023. A lower stock price can actually be a boon for investors in some rare cases. When companies announce splits to their stocks, as Nvidia recently did, they have historically gone on to beat the broad market in the next year. Though a stock split doesn't guarantee an ensuing rise in price. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu, File)


                

            
    
    

        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            STAN CHOE

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- In some rare cases, a lower stock price can actually be a boon for investors.
Consider Nvidia, the chip company whose stock price has soared well above $1,000 as Wall Street's frenzy around artificial-intelligence technology keeps revving higher. The company recently said it would undergo a stock split, where each of its investors in early June will get nine additional shares for every one that they already own.
Such a split should send Nvidia's stock price down by about 90%, all else equal. Each investor would still, though, hold as many total investment dollars in Nvidia as before the split.
Nvidia said it's making the move to make its stock price more affordable for its employees and for other investors. An investor may be more willing to buy a stock with a $100 price tag than one that costs $1,000, even if some brokerages allow investors to buy fractions of a company's share. 

    


What's more, if history is a guide, Nvidia could see its stock prices continue to rise more than the rest of the market. "Historically, stocks have notched 25% total returns in the 12 months after a split is announced, compared to 12% for the broad index," according to the BofA Global Research's research investment committee.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    





Of course, some of that outperformance may be because companies that tend to undergo splits usually do so only after a run of success where their stock prices have climbed strongly. And a stock split doesn't guarantee an ensuing rise in price. Look at Tesla, which fell nearly 12% in the year after it announced a three-for-one stock split on Aug. 5, 2022. The S&P 500 rose 8% over that same time. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Tesla was one of the 30% of companies that announced stock splits that saw their share prices drop in the ensuing year. A few outliers that did particularly well, such as Copart's 56% following its October 2022 announcement, also helped drive up the overall numbers. 

    


But the strategists at Bank of America found that the edge in performance for companies that announce stock splits also carried through all kinds of different markets. That includes not only 1990 to 1999, when the U.S. economy kept powering higher, but also from 2000 to 2009 when the dot-com bubble and then the housing bubble burst.
The strategists said in a BofA Global Research report that stock splits could also offer an easier way for companies to help their shareholders, rather than pumping cash into repurchases of their own stock, which may look expensive as stock indexes sit near record highs. 
Eight companies have announced stock splits so far this year, according to Bank of America, including Walmart and Chipotle Mexican Grill. That's down from the booming days of the late 1990s when more than 60 companies routinely announced splits each year. 
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                    Chinese President Xi Jinping reiterated calls for the establishment of an independent Palestinian state and promised more humanitarian aid for people in Gaza as he opened a summit with leaders of Arab states Thursday in Beijing. (AP/ Wayne Zhang)
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    [image: Chinese President Xi Jinping delivers a speech at the opening ceremony of the 10th ministerial meeting of the China-Arab States Cooperation Forum at the Diaoyutai State Guesthouse in Beijing Thursday, May 30, 2024. (Tingshu Wang/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: Honour guard members line up before a welcome ceremony for Egyptian President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (Tingshu Wang, Pool Photo via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 12 | Honour guard members line up before a welcome ceremony for Egyptian President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (Tingshu Wang, Pool Photo via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 12
Honour guard members line up before a welcome ceremony for Egyptian President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (Tingshu Wang, Pool Photo via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Bahrain's King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa delivers a speech at the opening ceremony of the 10th ministerial meeting of the China-Arab States Cooperation Forum at the Diaoyutai State Guesthouse in Beijing Thursday, May 30, 2024. (Tingshu Wang/Pool Photo via AP)]
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Bahrain's King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa delivers a speech at the opening ceremony of the 10th ministerial meeting of the China-Arab States Cooperation Forum at the Diaoyutai State Guesthouse in Beijing Thursday, May 30, 2024. (Tingshu Wang/Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: Emirati President Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan delivers a speech at the opening ceremony of the 10th ministerial meeting of the China-Arab States Cooperation Forum at the Diaoyutai State Guesthouse in Beijing Thursday, May 30, 2024. (Tingshu Wang/Pool Photo via AP)]
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Emirati President Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan delivers a speech at the opening ceremony of the 10th ministerial meeting of the China-Arab States Cooperation Forum at the Diaoyutai State Guesthouse in Beijing Thursday, May 30, 2024. (Tingshu Wang/Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: Tunisian President Kais Saied delivers a speech at the opening ceremony of the 10th ministerial meeting of the China-Arab States Cooperation Forum at the Diaoyutai State Guesthouse in Beijing Thursday, May 30, 2024. (Tingshu Wang/Pool Photo via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 12 | Tunisian President Kais Saied delivers a speech at the opening ceremony of the 10th ministerial meeting of the China-Arab States Cooperation Forum at the Diaoyutai State Guesthouse in Beijing Thursday, May 30, 2024. (Tingshu Wang/Pool Photo via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 12
Tunisian President Kais Saied delivers a speech at the opening ceremony of the 10th ministerial meeting of the China-Arab States Cooperation Forum at the Diaoyutai State Guesthouse in Beijing Thursday, May 30, 2024. (Tingshu Wang/Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi delivers a speech at the opening ceremony of the 10th ministerial meeting of the China-Arab States Cooperation Forum at the Diaoyutai State Guesthouse in Beijing Thursday, May 30, 2024. (Tingshu Wang/Pool Photo via AP)]
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Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi delivers a speech at the opening ceremony of the 10th ministerial meeting of the China-Arab States Cooperation Forum at the Diaoyutai State Guesthouse in Beijing Thursday, May 30, 2024. (Tingshu Wang/Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: Chinese President Xi Jinping attends a welcome ceremony for Egyptian President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (Tingshu Wang, Pool Photo via AP)]
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Chinese President Xi Jinping attends a welcome ceremony for Egyptian President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (Tingshu Wang, Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: Chinese President Xi Jinping and Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sissi, right, review the honour guard during a welcome ceremony at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, China, Wednesday May 29, 2024. (Tingshu Wang/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: An Egyptian flag is fluttered before a welcome ceremony for Egyptian President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi at the Great Hall of the People in Bejing, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (Tingshu Wang, Pool Photo via AP)]
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An Egyptian flag is fluttered before a welcome ceremony for Egyptian President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi at the Great Hall of the People in Bejing, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (Tingshu Wang, Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: Honour guard members march past Tiananmen Square before a welcome ceremony for Egyptian President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi at the Great Hall of the People in Bejing, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (Tingshu Wang, Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: Chinese President Xi Jinping, right, and Bahrain's King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa arrive to attend the opening ceremony of the 10th ministerial meeting of the China-Arab States Cooperation Forum at the Diaoyutai State Guesthouse in Beijing Thursday, May 30, 2024. (Tingshu Wang/Pool Photo via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 12 | Chinese President Xi Jinping, right, and Bahrain's King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa arrive to attend the opening ceremony of the 10th ministerial meeting of the China-Arab States Cooperation Forum at the Diaoyutai State Guesthouse in Beijing Thursday, May 30, 2024. (Tingshu Wang/Pool Photo via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    12 of 12
Chinese President Xi Jinping, right, and Bahrain's King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa arrive to attend the opening ceremony of the 10th ministerial meeting of the China-Arab States Cooperation Forum at the Diaoyutai State Guesthouse in Beijing Thursday, May 30, 2024. (Tingshu Wang/Pool Photo via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      


            

        
    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            SIMINA MISTREANU and EMILY WANG FUJIYAMA

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        BEIJING (AP) -- Chinese President Xi Jinping reiterated calls for the establishment of an independent Palestinian state and promised more humanitarian aid for people in Gaza as he opened a summit with leaders of Arab states Thursday in Beijing.
"Since last October, the Palestinian-Israeli conflict has escalated drastically, throwing people into tremendous suffering," Xi said in a speech opening the China-Arab States Cooperation Forum. "War should not continue indefinitely."
He called for an international peace conference for resolving the Israel-Hamas war and pledged 500 million yuan ($69 million) in humanitarian aid for Gaza. He also promised to donate $3 million to a United Nations agency that provides assistance and relief to refugees of the Israel-Hamas war. 
Beijing and the Arab states support Palestinians in the conflict, where Israel is facing growing international condemnation after its strike in the southern Gaza city of Rafah in which at least 45 people were killed over the weekend. The overall Palestinian death toll in the war exceeds 36,000, according to the Gaza Health Ministry.

    


Beijing has long backed Palestinians and denounced Israel over its settlements in the occupied territories. It has not criticized the Hamas attack on Oct. 7 -- which killed about 1,200 Israelis -- while the United States and others have called it an act of terrorism. However, China has growing economic ties with Israel.




Egyptian President Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi, who spoke at the opening ceremony, praised China for supporting an immediate ceasefire in Gaza and the establishment of an independent Palestinian state.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I call on all active actors of the international community to assume their moral and legal responsibilities to stop the outrageous Israeli war," el-Sissi said. "I further urge the international community to take immediate and decisive action to enforce the instantaneous and unfettered delivery of humanitarian aid and assistance to the Gaza Strip to break the Israeli siege and counter any attempts to forcibly displace the Palestinians from their lands," el-Sissi said. 

    


 Besides addressing the war, the Chinese leader also called on Arab states to deepen cooperation in areas such as trade, clean energy, space exploration and health care.
The summit attended by heads of state from the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain and Tunisia among others was set to focus on China's expanding trade ties and on security concerns related to the Israel-Hamas war.
"China's priorities in the region are primarily economic," said Maria Papageorgiou, a lecturer in politics and international relations at University of Exeter. "It wants to continue the momentum established in recent years with Gulf states and expand its investments, particularly in trade, technology (5G networks), and other cyber initiatives."
Additionally, China wants to present itself as an alternative to the West and a more credible partner to the region, one that doesn't interfere in the nations' domestic affairs nor exert pressure, Papageorgiou said.

    


Xi and el-Sissi had a bilateral meeting on Wednesday, during which they signed a series of cooperation agreements in areas such as infrastructure, technology and food imports meant to strengthen their ties.
China has invested billions of dollars in Egyptian state projects, including a Suez Canal economic zone and a new administrative capital east of Cairo. Investments between Egypt and China amounted to around $14 billion in 2023, compared to $16.6 billion in 2022, according to Egypt's statistics agency.
Also at the forum are Tunisia's President Kais Saied, Emirati President Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan and Bahrain King Hamad.
The China-Arab States Cooperation Forum was established in 2004 as a formal dialogue mechanism between China and Arab states.
China is Tunisia's fourth-largest trading partner after Germany, Italy and France. Beijing has financed hospitals and sports complexes in Tunisia, and its companies have been contracted to build strategic infrastructure such as bridges and deep-water Mediterranean ports.

    


The UAE also has expansive, growing economic relations with China and has faced U.S. criticism for an alleged Chinese military facility being built in Abu Dhabi.
Besides China's expansive trade ties in the Middle East, it has increasingly sought to play a diplomatic role in the region. In 2023, Beijing helped broker an agreement that saw Saudi Arabia and Iran reestablish diplomatic relations after seven years of tension in a role previously reserved for longtime global heavyweights like the U.S. and Russia.
___
Mistreanu reported from Taipei, Taiwan. Associated Press journalists Fatma Khaled in Cairo; Jon Gambrell in Dubai, United Arab Emirates; and Sam Metz in Agadir, Morocco; and video producer Liu Zheng in Beijing contributed to this report.
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    [image: FILE - Mining giant BHP Billiton logo sits on the outside of their head office in Melbourne, Australia, Thursday, Nov. 27, 2008. Australian mining giant BHP Group on Wednesday, May 29, 2024, pledged to invest in the South African economy as it seeks support for a 38.6 billion pound ($49.3 billion) bid to acquire Anglo American, which was founded in the country more than a century ago and remains one of its biggest employers. (AP Photo/Scott Barbour, File)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- BHP Group has dropped its 38.6 billion pound ($49.3 billion) bid for Anglo American, ending plans to create a global mining giant focused on copper and other minerals that are expected to drive the transition to renewable energy.
Melbourne, Australia-based BHP announced the decision late Wednesday, after last-minute overtures failed to ease Anglo's concerns about the the complexity of the proposed deal. Anglo American earlier rejected a request to extend Wednesday's deadline for BHP to submit a formal offer.
"BHP will not be making a firm offer for Anglo American," CEO Mike Henry said late Wednesday in a statement to the London Stock Exchange.
London-based Anglo American repeatedly rebuffed BHPs bid, saying the structure of the deal created too much risk for Anglo shareholders. The proposal would have required Anglo American to spin off two South African units, Anglo American Platinum and Kumba Iron Ore, as BHP sought to focus on copper, coking coal used in steel production and potash, a widely used fertilizer.

    


BHP had sought to ease those concerns, saying it was willing to talk about a break fee payable by BHP if regulators in South Africa failed to approve the deal. The company also pledged to continue investing in the South African economy and maintain Anglo American's charitable commitments in the country. 




But those assurances, announced on Wednesday morning in London, failed to win over Anglo American's board.
"In aggregate, BHP has not addressed the board's fundamental concerns relating to the disproportionate execution risk associated with the proposed structure and the value that would ultimately be delivered to Anglo American's shareholders," the company said.
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    [image: FILE - The Fifth Ward Elementary School and residential neighborhoods sit near the Denka Performance Elastomer Plant, back, in Reserve, La., Friday, Sept. 23, 2022. Denka Performance Elastomer in Louisiana threatened to shut down if the Biden administration doesn't give it more time to reduce its emissions. The company makes the synthetic rubber neoprene -- and federal officials have accused the plant of increasing cancer risk to the nearby, majority-Black community. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert, File)]
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                                        A synthetic rubber manufacturer accused of increasing the cancer risk for the nearby majority-Black community in Louisiana told a federal appeals court it will have to shut down "likely permanently" if it's forced to meet the Biden administration's deadline to reduce emissions.
Denka Performance Elastomer on Tuesday blamed a new Environmental Protection Agency rule that targets emissions at more than 200 industrial plants, arguing that other, more dangerous facilities face a 2-year deadline to comply while it was singled out with an "illegal and politically motivated" 90-day deadline.
The Denka plant manufacturers neoprene, which is used to make wetsuits, automotive belts and other items, and employs roughly 250 people, the company said. It's located roughly a half-mile (.8 kilometer) from an elementary school in Reserve, Louisiana, and is within an 85-mile (137-kilometer) stretch of the state known officially as the Mississippi River Chemical Corridor. Colloquially it is called Cancer Alley. 

    


The company has been at the center of a broader fight over environmental rules and racism -- and of the Biden administration's promise to use its enforcement and regulatory power to make life better for residents who live in communities, often poor and majority-minority, that disproportionately bear the brunt of pollution impacts.


"Absent relief from the 90-day implementation period, (Denka) will have no ability to comply with the rule and will be forced to shut the facility, likely permanently," the company told a Washington, D.C. federal appeals court.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

When the agency originally proposed tougher emissions limits, Denka had a longer timeframe to comply. But the EPA sued the company last year, finding the facility posed an "imminent and substantial endangerment" to the nearby community. And EPA said that finding justified a shorter, 90-day deadline specified in its final rule.

    


"Let them shut down," said Sharon Lavigne, founder of Rise St. James, a group that has fought against the plant. "They poisoned the people in Reserve."
The new regulations target a range of emissions including chloroprene and will reduce cancer risk substantially, according to agency. The EPA declined to comment on the litigation.
The company wants the EPA's 90-day deadline put on hold and says the agency won't consider lengthening that timeline until Denka sets out an emissions reduction plan, according to the filing. In recent years, the company has significantly reduced emissions and argues the government has overstated the risk from chloroprene, the chemical emitted by the plant. 
Environmental activists filed civil rights complaints with the EPA in 2022, arguing Louisiana air regulators have allowed new facilities in places where Black residents already endure too much pollution and won't do enough to set better controls at dangerous facilities.
After initially finding evidence of racial discrimination, the EPA dropped its investigation without making any concrete findings. Extracting commitments from state regulators wasn't possible by a July deadline, the agency said. That was a disappointment to activists who had hoped the investigation would force change.

    


EPA officials said, however, there were other ways to reduce emissions. They sued to argue it posed an unacceptable cancer risk. The agency eventually asked for that lawsuit to be put on hold until it issued new emissions rules for industrial facilities. 
"(Denka) will need at least two years to plan, develop, test and install the controls required by the rule," the company said in a court filing.
To succeed, the company needs to show EPA's deadline will cause "irreparable harm." It uses the threat of closure to argue that the court needs to act quickly.
The company talked with the agency about an extension, but federal officials demanded emissions reduction commitments that Denka refused to accept. 
In a statement, the company thanked Louisiana Gov. Jeff Landry and other state officials for their "steadfast support." When Landry was attorney general, his office sued the EPA over its civil rights investigation, arguing the agency exceeded its authority when it targeted discrimination that allegedly harmed Black residents more, instead of focusing only on intentional discrimination. A federal judge handed the state an early win in that litigation this year.
___
The Associated Press receives support from the Walton Family Foundation for coverage of water and environmental policy. The AP is solely responsible for all content. For all of AP's environmental coverage, visit https://apnews.com/hub/climate-and-environment
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                                        Benchmark U.S. crude oil for July delivery fell 60 cents to $79.23 per barrel Wednesday. Brent crude for July delivery fell 62 cents to $83.60 per barrel.
Wholesale gasoline for June delivery fell 5 cents to $2.46 a gallon. June heating oil fell 3 cents to $2.44 a gallon. June natural gas fell 10 cents to $2.49 per 1,000 cubic feet.
Gold for August delivery fell $15.20 to $2,364.10 per ounce. Silver for July delivery rose 23 cents to $32.37 per ounce, and July copper fell 7 cents to $4.79 per pound.
The dollar rose to 157.69 yen from 157.17 Japanese yen. The euro fell to $1.0806 from $1.0859.
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                    A British man died and authorities said dozens of passengers were injured, some severely, after a flight hit severe turbulence over the Indian Ocean and had to make an emergency landing in Bangkok.
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    [image: The Boeing 777-300ER aircraft of Singapore Airlines, is parked after the SQ321 London-Singapore flight, that encountered severe turbulence, at Suvarnabhumi International Airport, near Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday, May 22, 2024. The Singapore Airlines flight descended 6,000 feet (around 1,800 meters) in about three minutes, the carrier said Tuesday. A British man died and authorities said dozens of passengers were injured, some severely. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)]
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                                        KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia (AP) -- The Singapore Airlines jetliner that hit severe turbulence last week went through huge swings in gravitational force in less than five seconds, likely causing the injuries to people who weren't buckled into their seats, according to a preliminary report Wednesday by Singapore's Transport Ministry.
The plane dropped 178 feet (54 meters) in less than one second, which "likely resulted in the occupants who were not belted up to become airborne" before falling back down, the Transport Ministry said.
A 73-year-old British man died of a suspected heart attack and dozens were injured after the Boeing 777, which was flying from London to Singapore on May 21, ran into turbulence that hurled people and items around the cabin. The plane, with 211 passengers and 18 crew members, made an emergency landing in Bangkok.

    


Singapore's Transport Ministry said investigators, including those from the U.S. National Transportation Safety Board, Federal Aviation Administration and Boeing, had compiled a chronology of events based on the preliminary analysis of the flight's data and cockpit voice recorders.




Early findings show that as the plane cruised at about 37,000 feet over southern Myanmar, it began to experience slight vibration due to changes in the gravitational force, the ministry said. The jet's altitude increased -- likely caused by an updraft, not by any action of the pilots -- causing the autopilot system to push the plane back down to the selected altitude, the report said. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The pilots also noticed an uncommanded increase in airspeed, which they tried to check by extending panels called speed brakes, and "a pilot called out that the fasten seat belt sign had been switched on."
A few seconds later, the plane entered the sharp drop that caused unbelted passengers to come out of their seats before falling back.
"This sequence of events likely caused the injuries to the crew and passengers," the report said.

    


The pilots disengaged the autopilot to stabilize the plane, the report said, and flew it manually for 21 seconds before going back to autopilot.
The plane made a normal, controlled descent and didn't encounter further turbulence until it landed in Bangkok almost an hour later, the ministry said, adding that investigations are ongoing.
Passengers have described the "sheer terror" of the aircraft shuddering, loose items flying and injured people lying paralyzed on the floor of the plane.
Twenty-six people remained hospitalized in Bangkok on Wednesday. Hospital authorities earlier said injuries included spinal or spinal cord damage, skull or brain injuries and damage to bones or internal organs.
It was unclear what caused the turbulence. Most people associate turbulence with heavy storms, but the most dangerous type is so-called clear air turbulence. Wind shear can occur in wispy cirrus clouds or even in clear air near thunderstorms, as differences in temperature and pressure create powerful currents of fast-moving air.
According to a 2021 report by the U.S. National Transportation Safety Board, turbulence accounted for 37.6% of all accidents on larger commercial airlines between 2009 and 2018. The Federal Aviation Administration has said there were 146 serious injuries from turbulence from 2009 to 2021.
-----
This story has been corrected to show that the sharp drop in altitude caused the changes in gravitational force, not the other way around. 
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                                        TALLINN, Estonia (AP) -- Hungary's top diplomat visited Belarus on Wednesday for talks on expanding ties despite the European Union's sanctions against the country.
Hungarian Foreign Minister Peter Szijjarto declared that "our position is clear: the fewer sanctions, the more cooperation!" 
The EU has slapped an array of sweeping sanctions on Belarus for the repression, which followed mass protests fueled by the 2020 presidential election that was widely seen by the opposition and the West as rigged. Belarus' isolation further deepened after authoritarian President Alexander Lukashenko allowed Russian troops to use his country's territory to launch a full-scale invasion of Ukraine on Feb. 24, 2022.
While saying that "sanctions don't work," Szijjarto noted, however, that Hungary was "increasing economic cooperation with Belarus in areas not affected by sanctions."

    


"We will provide any support to develop cooperation," he said. "We talk about this openly, we don't hide anything."
Belarusian and Hungarian officials signed an agreement on cooperation in nuclear energy that envisages training personnel and handling radioactive waste. 




"Of great importance is the agreement signed here today on nuclear energy cooperation, which allows us to use the experience Belarus gained here while constructing reactors with a similar technology," Szijjarto said after the talks.
Hungary is working with Russia on adding a new reactor to its Paks nuclear facility, which is expected to go online by the end of the decade. Belarus also has a Russia-built nuclear power plant.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Belarusian Foreign Minister Sergei Aleinik voiced hope that Hungary taking over the EU's rotating presidency in July would help encourage "healthy trends" in Europe. 
"People have grown tired of confrontation, pressure and escalation," Aleinik said.
Szijjarto previously made a trip to Belarus in February 2023, becoming the first top official from an EU country to visit Minsk after the West slapped it with sweeping sanctions following the August 2020 presidential election.

    


The vote, which the opposition and the West say was rigged, triggered months of major protests to which Lukashenko's government responded with a sweeping crackdown. More than 35,000 people were arrested and thousands beaten by police.
Belarus' leading human rights group Viasna counts about 1,400 political prisoners in the country, including the group's founder, Nobel Peace Prize laureate Ales Bialiatski.
Belarusian opposition leader Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya, who challenged Lukashenko in the 2020 election and was forced to leave the country after the vote, harshly criticized Szijjarto for visiting Belarus despite the EU sanctions.
"Such visits are absolutely unacceptable and immoral," she told The Associated Press. 
Tsikhanouskaya suggested that instead of "pretending to do business as usual," Szijjarto should have visited Bialiatski, who has been held incommunicado.
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    [image: FILE - An American Airlines jetliner rumbles down a runway at Denver International Airport, Jan. 16, 2024, in Denver. American Airlines is lowering some of its second-quarter financial forecasts and has announced the departure of its chief commercial officer. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)]
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                                        American Airlines is lowering some of its second-quarter financial forecasts and has announced the departure of its chief commercial officer.
Shares slid more than 14% Wednesday and shares of all other airlines fell as well. Passenger airlines were among the worst performers on the S&P. 
American Airlines said in a regulatory filing with the Securities and Exchange Commission that it now anticipates second-quarter adjusted earnings in a range of $1 to $1.15 per share. Its prior forecast was for $1.15 to $1.45 per share. Analysts surveyed by FactSet forecast second-quarter earnings per share of $1.20, on average. 
Total revenue per available seat mile is now expected to be down approximately 5% to 6%. Its prior forecast was for a decline of about 1% to 3%.
The airline said in the filing that CCO Vasu Raja will be leaving the company next month. He joined the company in 2004. Stephen Johnson, vice chair and chief strategy officer, was named to lead the commercial organization and assist with the search for a new chief commercial officer.

    


In February American Airlines announced that starting with tickets issued on May 1, customers would have to buy tickets directly from the airline or its partner carriers or from preferred online travel agencies if they wanted to earn points in its AAdvantage loyalty program. The airline said at the time that it would list the preferred travel agencies in late April. 




When the changes were announced, Raja said in a prepared statement that American Airlines was looking to make travel more convenient for customers and that by booking directly with the airline customers would get the best fares and it would be the most rewarding for its loyalty program members.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But the changes were met with criticism by some customers, who were unhappy with the limitations being placed on how they could earn points for the loyalty program. 

    


American Airlines CEO Robert Isom, speaking at the Bernstein Strategic Decisions Conference on Wednesday, said that Raja was an innovator and disruptor, but that a change was needed.
"He is a good friend, but sometimes we need to reset. And in this case, we do," Isom said. "We have to be better at executing those long-range plans. We have to be more attentive to the marketplace. We have to be more detail-oriented, and we have to go forward as a team and really make it easy for American to do business with."
Isom said at the conference that American Airlines no longer plans to differentiate who earns AAdvantage miles and who doesn't, based on where they booked. 
"We're not doing that because it would create confusion and disruption for our end customer, and we're going to make sure that we take care of it," he said. "We're listening to feedback. We're learning and adapting." 
In April the pilots union at American Airlines said that there had been "a significant spike" in safety issues at the airline, including fewer routine aircraft inspections and shorter test flights on planes returning from major maintenance work.
American Airlines, based in Fort Worth, Texas, said at the time that it has an industry-leading safety management system. An airline spokesperson said then that the airline is in regular contact with regulators and unions "to further bolster our strong safety record and enhance our ever-evolving safety culture."
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                                        MADISON, Wis. (AP) -- Gov. Tony Evers and Wisconsin's economic development agency on Wednesday announced the launch of a new public-private $100 million fund to help start-up companies and entrepreneurs get started, the largest of its kind in state history.
The Wisconsin Investment Fund is initially being funded with $50 million the state received in federal funds and $50 million from private investors. Evers announced the new fund at Forward BIOLABS in Madison, a nonprofit that helps launch startups.
"We want to support entrepreneurs who want to start here, who want to grow here and most importantly who want to stay here," said Missy Hughes, secretary of the Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation, the state economic development agency.
Venture capital firms selected to administer the fund must match each dollar of public money with at least one dollar of private investment. The state's return on these investments is then reinvested into the fund.

    


"As the businesses that receive these investments start to grow, the value of the fund will grow with them, creating new opportunities to help even more businesses expand," Evers said.




The federal money comes from the U.S. Treasury's State Small Business Credit Initiative. The Wisconsin fund will be investing in companies working in technology, health care, agriculture, manufacturing, and other areas, the governor's office said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The first awardees are HealthX Ventures, based in Madison, $15 million; Venture Investors Health Fund, based in Madison and Milwaukee, $12 million; Serra Ventures, based in Champaign, Illinois, $7 million; NVNG Investment Advisors, based in Madison and Milwaukee, $6 million; and Idea Fund of La Crosse, $5 million.
The state is negotiating with a sixth fund manager for the fund's remaining $5 million allocation.
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An Iceland volcano spews red streams of lava toward an evacuated town

            
    
        

    



        
            
                
                    Watch live views of a volcano in southwestern Iceland that erupted on Wednesday for the fifth time since December. (Credit: Live from Iceland)
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            Huge volcanic eruption in Iceland triggers local evacuation order

        
        
            The volcano north of Grindavik, Iceland, began after a series of earthquakes hit the town. An evacuation of the popular Blue Lagoon geothermal spa was triggered by the event. Lava has been spewing around 50 meters into the sky from a 1km long fissure.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Huge volcanic eruption in Iceland triggers local evacuation order
The volcano north of Grindavik, Iceland, began after a series of earthquakes hit the town. An evacuation of the popular Blue Lagoon geothermal spa was triggered by the event. Lava has been spewing around 50 meters into the sky from a 1km long fissure.
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            Drone footage shows Iceland volcano spewing red lava and a huge cloud of ash

        
        
            A volcano in southwestern Iceland has erupted for the fifth time since December, spewing red lava that once again threatened the coastal town of Grindavik and led to the evacuation of the popular Blue Lagoon geothermal spa. (AP Video by Marco Di Marco)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Drone footage shows Iceland volcano spewing red lava and a huge cloud of ash
A volcano in southwestern Iceland has erupted for the fifth time since December, spewing red lava that once again threatened the coastal town of Grindavik and led to the evacuation of the popular Blue Lagoon geothermal spa. (AP Video by Marco Di Marco)
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[image: A volcano spews lava in Grindavik, Iceland, Wednesday, May 29, 204. Wednesday, May 29, 2024. A volcano in southwestern Iceland is erupting, spewing red streams of lava in its latest display of nature's power. A series of earthquakes before the eruption Wednesday triggered the evacuation of the popular Blue Lagoon geothermal spa. The eruption began in the early afternoon north of Grindavik, a coastal town of 3,800 people that was also evacuated. (AP Photo/Marco di Marco)]
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[image: Smoke billows from a volcano in Grindavik, Iceland, Wednesday, May 29, 204. Wednesday, May 29, 2024. A volcano in southwestern Iceland is erupting, spewing red streams of lava in its latest display of nature's power. A series of earthquakes before the eruption Wednesday triggered the evacuation of the popular Blue Lagoon geothermal spa. The eruption began in the early afternoon north of Grindavik, a coastal town of 3,800 people that was also evacuated. (Birn Oddsson/Iceland Civil Defense via AP)]
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[image: Lava flows from a volcano in Grindavik, Iceland, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. A volcano in southwestern Iceland erupted Wednesday for the fifth time since December, spewing red lava that once again threatened the coastal town of Grindavik and led to the evacuation of the popular Blue Lagoon geothermal spa. (AP Photo/Marco di Marco)]
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[image: The lava flows from a volcano in Grindavik, Iceland, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. A volcano in southwestern Iceland erupted Wednesday for the fifth time since December, spewing red lava that once again threatened the coastal town of Grindavik and led to the evacuation of the popular Blue Lagoon geothermal spa. (AP Photo/Marco di Marco)]
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                                        GRINDAVIK, Iceland (AP) -- A volcano in southwestern Iceland erupted Wednesday for the fifth time since December, spewing red lava that once again threatened the coastal town of Grindavik and led to the evacuation of the popular Blue Lagoon geothermal spa.
The eruption began in the early afternoon following a series of earthquakes north of the town of 3,800 people that was largely evacuated in December when the volcano came to life after centuries of dormancy and put on an impressive show of nature's power.
Although activity began to calm down by early evening, the eruption was estimated to be the area's most vigorous so far, as lava shot 50 meters (165 feet) into the sky from a fissure that grew to 3.5 kilometers (2.1 miles) in length, the Icelandic Meteorological Office said.
Barriers built to protect Grindavik deflected the flowing lava that cut off two of the three roads leading to town and was close to reaching the third.

    


"It's a much larger volume that's on the move right now headed for town," Grindavik Mayor Fannar Jonasson told national broadcaster RUV. "The lava has already conquered (a lot)."




Workers and anyone still in town were ordered to leave earlier in the day, police said. The Blue Lagoon thermal spa -- one of Iceland's biggest tourist attractions -- was evacuated before the eruption began, RUV said.
At one point, a dark plume of ash boiled up over the crater from an explosive interaction of magma hitting groundwater, scientists said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The cloud did not rise high enough to initially pose any threat to aviation, but scientists were closely monitoring the situation, Johanna Malen Skuladottir, of the Met Office, told RUV.
Grindavik, which is about 50 kilometers (30 miles) southwest of Iceland's capital, Reykjavik, has been threatened since a swarm of earthquakes in November forced an evacuation in advance of the initial Dec. 18 eruption. A subsequent eruption overwhelmed some defensive walls and consumed several buildings.

    


The area is part of the Svartsengi volcanic system that was dormant for nearly 800 years before reawakening. 
The volcano erupted again in February and March. The Feb. 8 eruption engulfed a pipeline, cutting off heat and hot water to thousands of people.
Iceland, which sits above a volcanic hot spot in the North Atlantic, sees regular eruptions and is experienced at dealing with them. The most disruptive in recent times was the 2010 eruption of the Eyjafjallajokull volcano, which spewed huge clouds of ash into the atmosphere and led to widespread airspace closures over Europe.
___
Associated Press writer Brian Melley contributed from London.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/iceland-volcano-eruption-grindavik-blue-lagoon-87c95e0f5893e1e3c69634c09d3913d8
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                    A volcano in southwestern Iceland has been erupting for the fifth time since December, spewing red lava that once again threatened the coastal town of Grindavik and led to the evacuation of the popular Blue Lagoon geothermal spa. The eruption began in the early Wednesday afternoon following a series of earthquakes north of the town of 3,800 people that was largely evacuated in December when the volcano came to life after centuries of dormancy and put on an impressive show of nature's power. Although activity began to calm down by early evening, the eruption was estimated to be the area's most vigorous so far, as lava shot 50 meters (165 feet) into the sky from a fissure that grew to 3.5 kilometers (2.1 miles) in length, the Icelandic Meteorological Office said. (AP Video by Marco Di Marco)
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            Volcano expert on fifth Iceland eruption since last year

        
        
            A volcano in southwestern Iceland has been erupting for the fifth time since December, spewing red lava that once again threatened the coastal town of Grindavik and led to the evacuation of the popular Blue Lagoon geothermal spa. The eruption began in the early Wednesday afternoon following a series of earthquakes north of the town of 3,800 people that was largely evacuated in December when the volcano came to life after centuries of dormancy and put on an impressive show of nature's power. Although activity began to calm down by early evening, the eruption was estimated to be the area's most vigorous so far, as lava shot 50 meters (165 feet) into the sky from a fissure that grew to 3.5 kilometers (2.1 miles) in length, the Icelandic Meteorological Office said. (AP Video by Marco Di Marco)
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            Huge volcanic eruption in Iceland triggers local evacuation order

        
        
            The volcano north of Grindavik, Iceland, began after a series of earthquakes hit the town. An evacuation of the popular Blue Lagoon geothermal spa was triggered by the event. Lava has been spewing around 50 meters into the sky from a 1km long fissure.
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The volcano north of Grindavik, Iceland, began after a series of earthquakes hit the town. An evacuation of the popular Blue Lagoon geothermal spa was triggered by the event. Lava has been spewing around 50 meters into the sky from a 1km long fissure.
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            Drone footage shows Iceland volcano spewing red lava and a huge cloud of ash

        
        
            A volcano in southwestern Iceland has erupted for the fifth time since December, spewing red lava that once again threatened the coastal town of Grindavik and led to the evacuation of the popular Blue Lagoon geothermal spa. (AP Video by Marco Di Marco)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Drone footage shows Iceland volcano spewing red lava and a huge cloud of ash
A volcano in southwestern Iceland has erupted for the fifth time since December, spewing red lava that once again threatened the coastal town of Grindavik and led to the evacuation of the popular Blue Lagoon geothermal spa. (AP Video by Marco Di Marco)
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[image: A volcano spews lava in Grindavik, Iceland, Wednesday, May 29, 204. Wednesday, May 29, 2024. A volcano in southwestern Iceland is erupting, spewing red streams of lava in its latest display of nature's power. A series of earthquakes before the eruption Wednesday triggered the evacuation of the popular Blue Lagoon geothermal spa. The eruption began in the early afternoon north of Grindavik, a coastal town of 3,800 people that was also evacuated. (AP Photo/Marco di Marco)]
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[image: A volcano spews lava in Grindavik, Iceland, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. A volcano in southwestern Iceland is erupting, spewing red streams of lava in its latest display of nature's power. A series of earthquakes before the eruption Wednesday triggered the evacuation of the popular Blue Lagoon geothermal spa. The eruption began in the early afternoon north of Grindavik, a coastal town of 3,800 people that was also evacuated. (AP Photo/Marco di Marco)]
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[image: A cloud of smoke billows as a volcano erupts in Grindavik, Iceland, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. A volcano in southwestern Iceland is erupting, spewing red streams of lava in its latest display of nature's power. A series of earthquakes before the eruption Wednesday triggered the evacuation of the popular Blue Lagoon geothermal spa. The eruption began in the early afternoon north of Grindavik, a coastal town of 3,800 people that was also evacuated. (AP Photo/Marco di Marco)]
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[image: Eruptive fissures spew lava and smoke from a volcano in Grindavik, Iceland, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. A volcano in southwestern Iceland erupted Wednesday for the fifth time since December, spewing red lava that once again threatened the coastal town of Grindavik and led to the evacuation of the popular Blue Lagoon geothermal spa. (AP Photo/Marco di Marco)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 21 | Eruptive fissures spew lava and smoke from a volcano in Grindavik, Iceland, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. A volcano in southwestern Iceland erupted Wednesday for the fifth time since December, spewing red lava that once again threatened the coastal town of Grindavik and led to the evacuation of the popular Blue Lagoon geothermal spa. (AP Photo/Marco di Marco)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 21
Eruptive fissures spew lava and smoke from a volcano in Grindavik, Iceland, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. A volcano in southwestern Iceland erupted Wednesday for the fifth time since December, spewing red lava that once again threatened the coastal town of Grindavik and led to the evacuation of the popular Blue Lagoon geothermal spa. (AP Photo/Marco di Marco)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Smoke billows from a volcano in Grindavik, Iceland, Wednesday, May 29, 204. Wednesday, May 29, 2024. A volcano in southwestern Iceland is erupting, spewing red streams of lava in its latest display of nature's power. A series of earthquakes before the eruption Wednesday triggered the evacuation of the popular Blue Lagoon geothermal spa. The eruption began in the early afternoon north of Grindavik, a coastal town of 3,800 people that was also evacuated. (Birn Oddsson/Iceland Civil Defense via AP)]
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                                        GRINDAVIK, Iceland (AP) -- Lava continued to spurt from a volcano in southwestern Iceland on Thursday but the activity had calmed significantly from when it erupted a day earlier. 
The eruption Wednesday was the fifth and most powerful since the volcanic system near Grindavik reawakened in December after 800 years, gushing record levels of lava as its fissure grew to 3.5 kilometers (2.1 miles) in length.
Volcanologist Dave McGarvie calculated that the amount of lava initially flowing from the crater could have buried Wembley Stadium in London, which seats 90,000 people, under 15 meters (49 feet) of lava every minute.
"These jets of magma are reaching like 50 meters (165 feet), into the atmosphere," said McGarvie, an honorary researcher at Lancaster University. "That just immediately strikes me as a powerful eruption. And that was my first impression ... .Then some numbers came out, estimating how much was coming out per minute or per second and it was, 'wow.'"

    


The activity once again threatened Grindavik, a coastal town of 3,800 people, and led to the evacuation of the popular Blue Lagoon geothermal spa, one of Iceland's biggest tourist attractions.




Grindavik, which is about 50 kilometers (30 miles) southwest of Iceland's capital, Reykjavik, has been threatened since a swarm of earthquakes in November forced an evacuation in advance of the initial Dec. 18 eruption. A subsequent eruption consumed several buildings.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Protective barriers outside Grindavik deflected the lava Wednesday but the evacuated town remained without electricity and two of the three roads into town were inundated with lava.
"I just like the situation quite well compared to how it looked at the beginning of the eruption yesterday," Grindavik Mayor Fannar Jonasson told national broadcaster RUV.
McGarvie said the eruption was more powerful than the four that preceded it because the largest amount of magma had accumulated in a chamber underground before breaking the earth's surface and shooting into the sky. 

    


The rapid and powerful start of the eruption followed by it diminishing quickly several hours later is the pattern researchers have witnessed with this volcano, McGarvie said. The unknown question is when it will end.
"It could go on for quite some considerable time," McGarvie said. "We're really in new territory here because eruptions like this have never been witnessed, carefully, in this part of Iceland."
Iceland, which sits above a volcanic hot spot in the North Atlantic, sees regular eruptions. The most disruptive in recent times was the 2010 eruption of the Eyjafjallajokull volcano, which spewed huge clouds of ash into the atmosphere and led to widespread airspace closures over Europe.
None of the current cycle of eruptions have had an impact on aviation.
___
Associated Press writer Brian Melley contributed from London.
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                                        In the world of greenhouse gas emissions, carbon dioxide gets most of the blame. But tiny organisms that flourish in the world's farm fields emit a far more potent gas, nitrous oxide, and scientists have long sought a way to address it.
Now some researchers think they've found a bacteria that can help. Writing in this week's Nature, they say extensive lab and field trials showed the naturally derived bacteria reduced the nitrous oxide without disrupting other microbes in the soil. It also survived well in soil and would be relatively cheap to produce.
"I think that the avenue that we have opened here, it opens up for a number of new possibilities in bioengineering of the farmed soil," said Lars Bakken, a professor at the Norwegian University of Life Sciences and one of the authors of the study.
A pound of nitrous oxide -- better known as laughing gas, the stuff that relaxes people in the dentist's chair -- can warm the atmosphere 265 times more than a pound of carbon dioxide, and it can persist in the atmosphere for more than a century. Farmers' heavy use of nitrogen fertilizer drives up the amount produced in soil, and in 2022 it accounted for 6% of all U.S. greenhouse gas emissions from human activities, according to the Environmental Protection Agency. 

    


Reducing fertilizer use can help, but crop yields would eventually fall.




That's a big problem in agriculture, "so the fact that they have developed a unique strategy to reduce it pretty dramatically was really interesting," said Lori Hoagland, a professor of soil microbial ecology at Purdue University who was not involved in the study.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Bakken and his colleagues used organic waste to grow their bacteria, reasoning that many farmers already apply processed manure-based fertilizers so it could be easily integrated into their routines. Building on past work, they searched for a microorganism that would last long enough to make a real dent in nitrous oxide emissions without staying in the soil so long that it disrupted other tiny life forms that are often vital for crop health. 

    


In field trials, they used roving robots to measure nitrous oxide emissions day and night, comparing conditions in soil with and without the bacteria. They found the bacteria reduced the nitrous oxide emissions of an initial fertilizer application by 94%, and a couple weeks later, dropped the emissions of a subsequent fertilizer application by about half. After about three months, there was no difference in the makeup of microbial life forms, suggesting their bacteria wouldn't disrupt the soil.
The bacteria they settled on -- Cloacibacterium sp. CB-01 -- is found naturally in anaerobic digesters, machines that are already being used to transform organic waste products like cow manure into biofuels. The fact that the bacteria is not genetically modified might ease its acceptance and adoption, said Paul Carini, a soil microbiologist at the University of Arizona who was also not involved in the research.
Bakken said the bacteria could be included in certain fertilizers on farms as soon as three to four years from now if the economics make sense. 

    


Carini thinks they do. 
"Any time you're using a waste product from one industry to benefit another industry, that's pretty cost effective," he said.
However, Bakken pointed out that farmers aren't paid for reducing nitrous oxide emissions, and he thinks there have to be more incentives to do so. "The task for the authorities is to install policy instruments that makes it profitable in one way or another," he said.
Hoagland, the Purdue professor, said more research in field conditions would likely be needed before the bacteria could be deployed worldwide, as there are many different types of farm soils.
"If they can get this to work across soils and things, it would just have a tremendous impact, for sure," she said.
It's a challenge that has long vexed academics as well as major agricultural companies that have tried to develop organisms that can be added to the soil for beneficial effect, Carini said. He said that where many inquiries in this direction have been spotty, this one had clearer results. 

    


Like Hoagland, he said more work is needed to prove the bacteria's effectiveness. But he called the work a blueprint for selecting beneficial organisms that can be added to soil.
"I think this is the next frontier in soil agriculture research," he said.
___
Follow Melina Walling on X: @MelinaWalling.
___
The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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