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        CP chief makes case for nuclear power
        Public policies such as a carbon tax, along with innovations including artificial intelligence and nuclear power, are critical for Thailand's bid to achieve its carbon-zero goals, says Suphachai Chearavanont, chief executive officer of the Charoen Pokphand (CP) Group.
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        Wissanu Krea-ngam, a political veteran expected to be appointed as the legal adviser to Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin, says the premier has several ways to defend himself in the ethics case brought against him in the Constitutional Court.
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        A joint air force-army drill was under way in Sukhothai province on Thursday to harmonise ground force and air support in a simulated war to deal with a border conflict.
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        Sidelined national police chief Torsak Sukvimol and his wife will acknowledge a charge of failing to report their two properties in London to the National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) at the beginning of next month.

      

      
        Korean tycoon ordered to pay $1bn in divorce
        SEOUL - A South Korean court has ordered SK Group chairman Chey Tae-won to pay more than $1 billion to his estranged wife as part of their planned divorce, sending company shares surging on speculation that he will have to buy more stock to cement his control.
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                  CP chief makes case for nuclear power                

                More policy support for innovation needed to meet sustainability goals, Suphachai tells ESG conference
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                                Public policies such as a carbon tax, along with innovations including artificial intelligence and nuclear power, are critical for Thailand's bid to achieve its carbon-zero goals, says Suphachai Chearavanont, chief executive officer of the Charoen Pokphand (CP) Group.
The world still has a long way to go towards meeting the Sustainable Development Goals, he told the Bangkok Post Conference 2024 on Thursday. Each of those 17 goals, such as clean water for all and sustainable cities, contains numerous targets that must be met by 2030. But as of last year, the world was on track to meet only 12% of the targets, the UN General Assembly warned

Thailand, he said, ranks 43rd among 166 counties for SDG with a score of 74.7 out of 100, Mr Suphachai said in his address, "Corporate Catalysts: Empowering Sustainability and SDG Commitments".

The challenge of global warming is particularly daunting, he said. Current global behaviour will cause temperatures to rise by 3.2 degrees Celsius from pre-industrial levels by 2100, he said.

To remain within the 1.5C target considered safe, the world will need to reduce its carbon dioxide emissions to 33 billion tonnes a year by 2030, from nearly 37 billion now.

However, electricity demand is forecast to increase by 53% from 2020 to 2050, which would make it even harder to cut emissions.

"This is unavoidably urging policymakers to seriously consider nuclear power adoption as an alternative," Mr Suphachai said.

Nuclear power is an alternative to carbon-based energy sources as it is more readily available than hydrogen.

Nuclear technology accounted for 9% of global electricity generation in 2021, with 32 new reactors being built between 2022 and 2025, with 19 reactors located in Asia, according to Statista and World-Nuclear.org.

According to the consultancy McKinsey, world energy capacity in 2020 was 26,000 gigawatts (GW), which is expected to increase to 40,000GW by 2050. Nuclear power is expected to provide 23% of total capacity by then.

The five countries with the most nuclear reactors in 2022 include the United States with 92, France with 56, China with 55, Russia with 37, and Korea with 24.

Meanwhile, to bridge the SDG targets gap in Thailand, Mr Suphachai said the kingdom needs a practical public policy based on a carbon-zero roadmap. This would need to include carbon taxes and corporations managing their operations in line with environmental, social and governance (ESG) practices and SDG targets.

Mr Suphachai said that Microsoft chief executive officer Satya Nadella mentioned during his visit that if the country is going to achieve digital transformation with AI, it would need gigawatt data centres tailored to handle AI. The country also needs a renewable power grid.

Thailand is consuming more energy, driven by rapid digitisation, raising the question of how the nation can free itself from heavy dependence on fossil fuels, he said.

Global capital is now flowing into what Mr Suphachai called "3D" businesses: Digitisation driven by AI, Deglobalisation and Decarbonisation.

He said nuclear power should be seriously considered for Thailand, along with other public policies and innovations.

According to McKinsey, China plans to boost its nuclear power plant capacity to 150GW in 2035, while Japan will reopen a reactor targeted to provide 20-22% of its energy in 2030. Vietnam is also looking at nuclear power.

Turning to the CP Group, Mr Suphachai said it operates its business based on three core goals under its 2030 aspirations in relation to the SDGs.

The goals include climate resilience along with a carbon-neutral target in 2030 and a net-zero target by 2050; a circular economy with a zero-waste 2030 goal; and education and inequality reduction, targeting 50 million people or users supported through lifelong learning programmes.

Mr Suphachai said the group's existing operations are supported by green systems such as biogas/biomass, solar energy, as well as AI.

He added that the group is moving towards energy storage, green hydrogen, and low-carbon agriculture in the near term.

In the long term, he said CP plans to adopt microreactors, carbon-capture technology, and future technologies to achieve its goals of sustainability
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                                The government is preparing a number of tax incentives to promote a low-carbon economy and encourage investment in environmentally friendly businesses, Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira says.
He made the remarks at the Bangkok Post Conference 2024 "Greening the Future: ESG Leadership in the Sustainability Revolution" at Centara Grand at CentralWorld on Thursday.

Currently, he said, the Ministry of Finance has measures to promote carbon credit transactions through the exemption of corporate income tax on net profits on the sale of carbon credits under the Thailand Voluntary Emission Reduction programme.

Other measures include promoting investment in the Thai ESG (environmental, social and governance) Fund, and a low excise tax for vehicles that emit less carbon dioxide, he said.
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Key speakers pose for a group photo at the Bangkok Post Conference 2024. (Photo: Pattarapong Chatpattarasill)



The ministry is now considering further tax incentives in three stages, Mr Pichai added.

For short-term measures, the government will promote the use of alternative energy and the reduction of energy consumption by allowing tax deductions from the purchase and installation of solar cells. Expenses incurred in improving energy efficiency will also be deductible. As well, the government is promoting investment in research and development of climate technology.

Medium-term measures will include promoting low-carbon activities and building an ecosystem to reduce greenhouse gases. This would include tax incentives for businesses to calculate their carbon footprints so that they can more efficiently plan to reduce greenhouse gases.

"Private companies will also be offered tax incentives to register carbon credits in various industries to boost supplies and liquidity in the carbon credit market," Mr Pichai said.

In the long term, the ministry will push for a carbon tax for excessive greenhouse gas emissions in order to achieve the goals set by the Paris Agreement to curb climate change, he said.

These measures -- and the support of businesses that act in line with ESG principles -- will help Thailand become a leader in sustainable development, attract investment and create a sustainable and fair economy that will upgrade the quality of life of Thais, he said.

[image: ]
Key speakers and sponsors gather at the Bangkok Post Conference 2024 at Centara Grand at CentralWorld. (Photo: Pattarapong Chatpattarasill)



Mr Pichai said Thailand attached great importance to sustainable development based on ESG principles.

Even though the country is not among the world's major carbon dioxide emitters, Thailand was ranked in 2021 as the ninth most affected country in terms of human impacts and direct economic losses from weather-related loss events from 2000 to 2019, he said.

In light of this, the ministry is duty-bound to devise measures to respond to climate change and related economic problems while striving for sustainable development, he said.

Mr Pichai also urged the private sector, the civil sector and the government to prioritise ESG factors to build a better and more secure future for the country and the world, as the environment and climate change are globally important issues.

Studies from several organisations show that climate change will have a negative impact on the economy in the future, he added.
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                                Wissanu Krea-ngam, a political veteran expected to be appointed as the legal adviser to Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin, says the premier has several ways to defend himself in the ethics case brought against him in the Constitutional Court.
"From a hopeful [point of] view, I think there still are ways [to fight this case]," the former deputy prime minister said on Thursday when asked about the possibility of Mr Srettha winning the case. "But whether or not he will win is something I don't know."

Mr Wissanu said he had not yet seen the petition lodged with the court against Mr Srettha over his controversial appointment of Pichit Chuenban as a PM's Office Minister in the recent cabinet reshuffle.

Pichit, who was in 2008 sentenced along with two colleagues to six months in prison after they tried to bribe Supreme Court officials by handing them a paper bag containing 2 million baht, resigned shortly before the court accepted the petition filed by 40 caretaker senators.

Most of the senators whose names appeared on the petition did not vote for Mr Srettha last year when he was proposed as prime minister in a joint sitting of Parliament.

Mr Srettha could be removed from his post if it can be proved that he violated cabinet ministers' ethics by appointing someone with questionable qualifications.

Mr Wissanu also dismissed speculation that he was approached by the prime minister to become his adviser specifically because Mr Srettha needs help with the ethics case.

The PM might, however, ask him later for some legal advice on ths case which the Council of State, the government's legal team and a number of public prosecutors are actually handling, said Mr Wissanu.

Mr Wissanu said he understood that Mr Srettha wanted him to help with the case because he had helped former prime minister Prayut Chan-o-cha with five similar court cases in the past.

He said he would help Mr Srettha but not as the head of the team working on the case.

Mr Wissanu said that when Mr Srettha visited him in person on Saturday, he was first asked to take up a deputy prime minister position.

However, Mr Wissanu said he instantly turned down the offer, citing a number of reasons, including health problems.

He said the PM then asked him to become an adviser instead. Mr Wissanu added that he tried to turn down the offer by saying that there are already several legal experts in the government coalition that can help Mr Srettha.

However, Mr Srettha responded by saying he still wanted advice from a politically neutral adviser, Mr Wissanu noted.

Mr Wissanu said he then told the prime minister to proceed in appointing him as an adviser.
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                                A joint air force-army drill was under way in Sukhothai province on Thursday to harmonise ground force and air support in a simulated war to deal with a border conflict.
Defence Minister Sutin Klungsang observed the drill that was conducted using live rounds. The exercise was carried out at the training ground of Third Army Area in the province.

It was incorporated into the seasonal training of the 1st Cavalry Division. No additional training budget was reportedly needed.

The drill, based on a strategy involving combined ground and air force operations, has been implemented in phases since November.

It was launched based on a military agreement to foster more exchanges in training exercises.

The ground forces included 30 Stingray light tanks, 16 M113 armoured personnel carriers, Scorpion light tanks, six 105-millimetre artillery pieces, six 120mm grenade launchers, as well as 600 soldierss.

[image: ]
(Photo supplied/Wassana Nanuam)



The air force, meanwhile, operated one DA-42 unmanned aerial vehicle, four F-16 jets from Nakhon Sawan Wing 4, three T-50 TH jets, two EC-725 helicopters and 20 personnel from a forward air control unit and a combat control unit.

The drill also used advanced technology for a better simulation. The Royal Thai Armed Forces headquarters supplied a portable air support system and provided digital mapping of the targets.

The exercise also performed a simulated battle in which a "Red" country ordered a purge of minorities and opposition groups near the border and pushed them into a "Blue" territory.

"I am satisfied with the training. No errors were detected, indicating high efficiency and a satisfactory performance [of those operating the drill]," Mr Sutin said.

There was no communication error between the ground and air forces during this exercise, he said. "While that was a weak point in the past, improvements have been made."

Many countries have upgraded their military capabilities recently in the event of wars.

"The army is trying to explain to society the necessity of allocating funds for procuring military equipment. We're hoping to gain public approval," said Mr Sutin.

"This is not about purchasing additional equipment but replacing outdated ones out of necessity," he said. "For the air force, military aircraft are progressively being decommissioned and so replacements are of the utmost priority."

The fighter jet procurement project for fiscal 2025 would proceed as planned, he added.
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                                Sidelined national police chief Torsak Sukvimol and his wife will acknowledge a charge of failing to report their two properties in London to the National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) at the beginning of next month.
Pol Gen Torsak, who was transferred to work at the Prime Minister's Office in March, said on Thursday that he was on leave and had just learned of the accusation. He will prepare the needed documents together with his lawyer for the NACC.

He said he and his wife did not intend to skip going to the NACC when it summoned them for questioning on Tuesday. He said he had already asked the agency to postpone the appointment to another day around the beginning of June.

He insisted on his innocence, saying he had told the NACC about the London assets in 2022.

NACC secretary-general Niwatchai Kasemmongkol said in an interview with the news show Inside Thailand on Wednesday that the commission had issued the summons on May 7, inviting Pol Gen Torsak and his wife, Nipaphan, for questioning on May 28.

However, the couple eventually asked to postpone the appointment. He said the postponement was acceptable for valid reasons.

When asked how many times or for how days Pol Gen Torsak and his wife could postpone their appointment, he said he could not say exactly.

He said it depended on their reasons. The audit committee working on the case will make the decision. Evidence, such as medical certificates stating an illness if it is a case of sickness, will be required to be submitted with the petition.

He said the NACC concluded that Pol Gen Torsak and his wife had not declared two houses in London worth about 20 million baht. Earlier the police chief said the properties were an investment of his wife.
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                                SEOUL - A South Korean court has ordered SK Group chairman Chey Tae-won to pay more than $1 billion to his estranged wife as part of their planned divorce, sending company shares surging on speculation that he will have to buy more stock to cement his control.
The Seoul High Court found Chey's shares in the holding company SK Inc should be counted as part of the couple's joint property, overturning a 2022 ruling by a lower court for a much smaller amount.

Chey was ordered on Thursday to pay 1.38 trillion won ($1 billion) in cash and 2 billion won in alimony to Roh Soh-yeong, the daughter of former South Korean president Roh Tae-woo.

Chey's lawyers said he would appeal the court order.

Shares in SK Inc jumped 9% after the ruling, giving it a market value of 2 trillion won.

Chey owns 17.7% of the SK Inc and controls SK Hynix, the world's second-largest memory chip maker, and other SK affiliates through his stake in SK Inc.

Park Ju-gun, head of the corporate analysis firm Leaders Index, said that since the court ruling did not stipulate that Chey split his stock holding with his wife, he thought the chances of increased purchases of SK Inc stock were low.

He also said that, assuming the ruling stands, he thought Chey would be unlikely to sell his shares to make the payment but would probably take out loans using his SK Inc stock as collateral.

Chey, worth an estimated $2.3 billion, met Roh while studying at the University of Chicago. They married in 1988 and had a son and two daughters together.

In 2015, Chey revealed he had a child with another woman, and two years later, he sought a divorce settlement mediated by a court. As the couple failed to reach an agreement, the case went back to court.

Roh filed a lawsuit in 2019 demanding 42.3% of Chey's stake in SK Inc, worth about 1 trillion won at that time, and 300 million won in alimony. She later modified her claim to about 2 trillion won in cash and 3 billion won in alimony, local media reported.

In 2022, the Seoul Family Court excluded Chey's SK Inc shares from the division, viewing them as "peculiar property" received by inheritance or gift before marriage. The court said then that it was difficult to determine whether Roh made a substantial contribution to Chey's ownership.

The appeal court said in the new ruling that Chey's SK Inc shares are joint property and are subject to wealth division given how long the couple was married and how their fortune was built. That's reflected in the increased settlement, as well as Roh's mental pain, the court said.

Chey has led SK Group since the 1998 death of his father, Chey Jong-hyon, the brother of the late founder. Under him, SK overtook Hyundai to become the country's second-largest conglomerate, with 334 trillion won in assets this year, just behind Samsung Group, according to data compiled by the Korea Fair Trade Commission.
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                Private Muslim schools want students to be able to use Arabic in daily life
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                                A Saudi Arabian company has signed an agreement with a group of private schools in southern Thailand to elevate the Arabic language skills of Thai students.
Many people in Thailand can read Arabic but cannot understand the meaning, said Koddari Binsen, president of the Private Schools Association Confederation of Southern Thailand.

"Students at private Muslim schools are taught how to read Arabic in the Koran but they cannot use the Arabic language in daily life," he said on Thursday at the signing of a memorandum of understanding with the Saudi Arabian learning company Arabic for All.

The Saudi government has provided a quota for Thai labourers to work in the Middle Eastern country, but few workers have applied as most of them cannot understand Arabic, he said.

Mr Koddari expressed hope that the agreement would help elevate Arabic language learning to ensure that Thai children can understand the language.

Saleh Bin Nasser Al-Dalaan, a manager at Arabic For All, said the organisation has been advocating for Arabic language education in 54 countries, including Thailand.

Arabic for All staff members are now providing training to Thai teachers in Satun province, he said.

The MoU, he added, would provide a foundation for further cultural exchange and development of Arabic language teaching between the two countries.

Monthon Parksuwan, secretary-general of the Office of Private Education Commission, said the agreement was not just about advancing Arabic language teaching, but also opening the doors of opportunity for Thai students to understand the world.

It would also help to create trust in the Arabic world and mutual respect between regions, Mr Monthon added.

"It marks a bilateral determination to enhance education and expand cultural horizons," he said. "In this interconnected and borderless world, language and cultural exchange are crucial, especially the Arabic language which is the world's third largest spoken language."
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                                SINGAPORE - A Chinese national has been arrested in an international operation on charges of creating and using malware that was used in cyberattacks, large-scale fraud and child exploitation, according to US authorities.
Wang Yunhe, 35, was arrested in Singapore on May 24, the Straits Times newspaper reported on Thursday.

His arrest follows a high-profile sweep last August that rounded up 10 Chinese citizens holding multiple nationalities charged with laundering more than $2 billion through Singapore-based financial instututions.

The US Department of Justice (DOJ) said in a statement on Wednesday that Wang and unnamed others "created and disseminated malware to compromise and amass a network of millions of residential Windows computers worldwide".

From 2018 until July 2022, Wang received $99 million from sales of the hijacked proxied IP addresses either in cryptocurrency or fiat currency, the DOJ said.

It said cybercriminals who bought access to the infected IP addresses then bypassed financial fraud detection systems and stole "billions of dollars from financial institutions, credit card issuers and (US) federal lending programmes".

The losses included $5.9 billion from 560,000 fraudulent US unemployment insurance claims originating from compromised IP addresses, said the DOJ.

"Wang used the illicitly gained proceeds to purchase real property in the United States, St Kitts and Nevis, China, Singapore, Thailand and the United Arab Emirates," the DOJ statement said.

It said Wang's assets and properties included sports cars, more than a dozen domestic and international bank accounts, over two dozen cryptocurrency wallets, luxury watches and 21 properties across several countries.

Matthew Axelrod, assistant secretary for export enforcement in the Bureau of Industry and Security at the US Department of Commerce, said the case read like a screenplay.

"A scheme to sell access to millions of malware-infected computers worldwide, enabling criminals over the world to steal billions of dollars, transmit bomb threats and exchange child exploitation materials -- then using the scheme's nearly $100 million in profits to buy luxury cars, watches and real estate," said Axelrod.

The DOJ said the operation was a multi-agency effort led by law enforcement in the US, Singapore, Thailand and Germany.
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                  Policewoman who embezzled bail funds gets 125 years                

                Total of B720,000 taken in 25 cases, with B450,000 returned after audit discovered shortfall
              

                                A policewoman from a Bangkok station was sentenced on Thursday to 125 years in jail for embezzling suspects' bail worth a total of 720,000 baht.
The Central Criminal Court for Corruption and Misconduct Cases found Pol Capt Jirat-on Paksap guilty on 25 counts of embezzlement, each of which carried a jail term of five years.

Prosecutors told the court that Pol Capt Jirat-on was a deputy administrative inspector at the Wang Thong Lang station. She was responsible for collecting suspects' bail from police investigators and depositing the money.

The court was told that the officer failed to deposit funds totalling 720,000 baht. She admitted in court that she had failed to comply with the relevant regulation but said she had no ill intent.

The court said that Ministry of Finance regulations required her to deposit bail funds and present deposit slips to the chief of her station on a daily basis.

According to the court, witnesses noticed that Pol Capt Jirat-on had kept about 200,000 baht in cash in a steel cabinet in her office for a long time. When an internal audit and the State Audit Office found a shortfall in bail funds, she returned 450,000 baht. The behaviour indicated embezzlement, said the court, which also ordered her to return the remaining 270,000 baht outstanding.

Because the defendant cooperated with the investigation, the court reduced the imprisonment term by one-third to 83 years. By law, however, jail terms are capped at 50 years.
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                  Kangaroo found dead a day after escape                

                Chiang Mai Zoo director believes animal drowned in stream nearly 2km from zoo
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                                CHIANG MAI - The female red kangaroo that escaped from Chiang Mai Zoo was found dead in Doi Suthep-Pui National Park on Thursday afternoon.
Park rangers and Chiang Mai Zoo staff found the carcass in the Huai Chang Khian stream at 2.30pm, said Kritsayam Kongsatree, director of the Protected Areas Regional Office 16 in Chiang Mai.

The two-year-old kangaroo escaped from the zoo in Muang district of the northern province on Wednesday morning, while keepers were cleaning its cage and preparing a meal for the kangaroos in the Australian zone.

It was initially spotted hopping uphill on a road towards the Doi Suthep mountain on Wednesday. The search was suspended on Wednesday night after rescuers found its footprints and some blood stains.

The search resumed and was expanded on Thursday morning.

Wutthichai Muangman, the director of the zoo, said it was likely that the kangaroo drowned because the section of the stream was lined with boulders that were covered thickly with plants.

The kangaroo might have accidentally fallen into the water and could not get up the steep banks, he said at a media briefing on Thursday afternoon.

There were small scratch marks on the carcass, but no big wounds or bite marks, so apparently the kangaroo was not attacked, he said.

The location of the carcass was 1.8 kilometres from the zoo, Mr Wutthichai added.
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                  More tax incentives for green investment planned                

                Finance minister outlines government's commitment to ESG initiatives
              

                                  
                    
                      [image: Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira speaks about tax incentives to promote a low-carbon economy and encourage investment in environmentally friendly businesses at the Bangkok Post Conference 2024, at Centara Grand at CentralWorld on Thursday. (Photo: Pattarapong Chatpattarasill)]
                                              
                          Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira speaks about tax incentives to promote a low-carbon economy and encourage investment in environmentally friendly businesses at the Bangkok Post Conference 2024, at Centara Grand at CentralWorld on Thursday. (Photo: Pattarapong Chatpattarasill)                        

                                          

                  

                                The government is preparing a number of tax incentives to promote a low-carbon economy and encourage investment in environmentally friendly businesses, Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira says.
He made the remarks at the Bangkok Post Conference 2024 "Greening the Future: ESG Leadership in the Sustainability Revolution" at Centara Grand at CentralWorld on Thursday.

Currently, he said, the Ministry of Finance has measures to promote carbon credit transactions through the exemption of corporate income tax on net profits on the sale of carbon credits under the Thailand Voluntary Emission Reduction programme.

Other measures include promoting investment in the Thai ESG (environmental, social and governance) Fund, and a low excise tax for vehicles that emit less carbon dioxide, he said.

[image: ]
Key speakers pose for a group photo at the Bangkok Post Conference 2024. (Photo: Pattarapong Chatpattarasill)



The ministry is now considering further tax incentives in three stages, Mr Pichai added.

For short-term measures, the government will promote the use of alternative energy and the reduction of energy consumption by allowing tax deductions from the purchase and installation of solar cells. Expenses incurred in improving energy efficiency will also be deductible. As well, the government is promoting investment in research and development of climate technology.

Medium-term measures will include promoting low-carbon activities and building an ecosystem to reduce greenhouse gases. This would include tax incentives for businesses to calculate their carbon footprints so that they can more efficiently plan to reduce greenhouse gases.

"Private companies will also be offered tax incentives to register carbon credits in various industries to boost supplies and liquidity in the carbon credit market," Mr Pichai said.

In the long term, the ministry will push for a carbon tax for excessive greenhouse gas emissions in order to achieve the goals set by the Paris Agreement to curb climate change, he said.

These measures -- and the support of businesses that act in line with ESG principles -- will help Thailand become a leader in sustainable development, attract investment and create a sustainable and fair economy that will upgrade the quality of life of Thais, he said.

[image: ]
Key speakers and sponsors gather at the Bangkok Post Conference 2024 at Centara Grand at CentralWorld. (Photo: Pattarapong Chatpattarasill)



Mr Pichai said Thailand attached great importance to sustainable development based on ESG principles.

Even though the country is not among the world's major carbon dioxide emitters, Thailand was ranked in 2021 as the ninth most affected country in terms of human impacts and direct economic losses from weather-related loss events from 2000 to 2019, he said.

In light of this, the ministry is duty-bound to devise measures to respond to climate change and related economic problems while striving for sustainable development, he said.

Mr Pichai also urged the private sector, the civil sector and the government to prioritise ESG factors to build a better and more secure future for the country and the world, as the environment and climate change are globally important issues.

Studies from several organisations show that climate change will have a negative impact on the economy in the future, he added.



	Related stories:

	CP chief makes case for nuclear power

	Real estate leader advocates ESG

	WHA Group embraces ESG goals for cleaner future
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                  PM recruits Wissanu amid ethics woes                

                Veteran legal expert says he turned down request to become a deputy PM
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                                Wissanu Krea-ngam, a political veteran expected to be appointed as the legal adviser to Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin, says the premier has several ways to defend himself in the ethics case brought against him in the Constitutional Court.
"From a hopeful [point of] view, I think there still are ways [to fight this case]," the former deputy prime minister said on Thursday when asked about the possibility of Mr Srettha winning the case. "But whether or not he will win is something I don't know."

Mr Wissanu said he had not yet seen the petition lodged with the court against Mr Srettha over his controversial appointment of Pichit Chuenban as a PM's Office Minister in the recent cabinet reshuffle.

Pichit, who was in 2008 sentenced along with two colleagues to six months in prison after they tried to bribe Supreme Court officials by handing them a paper bag containing 2 million baht, resigned shortly before the court accepted the petition filed by 40 caretaker senators.

Most of the senators whose names appeared on the petition did not vote for Mr Srettha last year when he was proposed as prime minister in a joint sitting of Parliament.

Mr Srettha could be removed from his post if it can be proved that he violated cabinet ministers' ethics by appointing someone with questionable qualifications.

Mr Wissanu also dismissed speculation that he was approached by the prime minister to become his adviser specifically because Mr Srettha needs help with the ethics case.

The PM might, however, ask him later for some legal advice on ths case which the Council of State, the government's legal team and a number of public prosecutors are actually handling, said Mr Wissanu.

Mr Wissanu said he understood that Mr Srettha wanted him to help with the case because he had helped former prime minister Prayut Chan-o-cha with five similar court cases in the past.

He said he would help Mr Srettha but not as the head of the team working on the case.

Mr Wissanu said that when Mr Srettha visited him in person on Saturday, he was first asked to take up a deputy prime minister position.

However, Mr Wissanu said he instantly turned down the offer, citing a number of reasons, including health problems.

He said the PM then asked him to become an adviser instead. Mr Wissanu added that he tried to turn down the offer by saying that there are already several legal experts in the government coalition that can help Mr Srettha.

However, Mr Srettha responded by saying he still wanted advice from a politically neutral adviser, Mr Wissanu noted.

Mr Wissanu said he then told the prime minister to proceed in appointing him as an adviser.
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                  Torsak to meet graft-busters next month                

                Sidelined national police chief facing questions about undeclared properties in London
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                                Sidelined national police chief Torsak Sukvimol and his wife will acknowledge a charge of failing to report their two properties in London to the National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) at the beginning of next month.
Pol Gen Torsak, who was transferred to work at the Prime Minister's Office in March, said on Thursday that he was on leave and had just learned of the accusation. He will prepare the needed documents together with his lawyer for the NACC.

He said he and his wife did not intend to skip going to the NACC when it summoned them for questioning on Tuesday. He said he had already asked the agency to postpone the appointment to another day around the beginning of June.

He insisted on his innocence, saying he had told the NACC about the London assets in 2022.

NACC secretary-general Niwatchai Kasemmongkol said in an interview with the news show Inside Thailand on Wednesday that the commission had issued the summons on May 7, inviting Pol Gen Torsak and his wife, Nipaphan, for questioning on May 28.

However, the couple eventually asked to postpone the appointment. He said the postponement was acceptable for valid reasons.

When asked how many times or for how days Pol Gen Torsak and his wife could postpone their appointment, he said he could not say exactly.

He said it depended on their reasons. The audit committee working on the case will make the decision. Evidence, such as medical certificates stating an illness if it is a case of sickness, will be required to be submitted with the petition.

He said the NACC concluded that Pol Gen Torsak and his wife had not declared two houses in London worth about 20 million baht. Earlier the police chief said the properties were an investment of his wife.
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                  Kangaroo found dead a day after escape                

                Chiang Mai Zoo director believes animal drowned in stream nearly 2km from zoo
              

                                  
                    
                      [image: The red kangaroo was found dead in the Huai Chang Khian stream in Doi Suthep-Pui National Park in Chiang Mai on Thursday afternoon. (Photo supplied)]
                                              
                          The red kangaroo was found dead in the Huai Chang Khian stream in Doi Suthep-Pui National Park in Chiang Mai on Thursday afternoon. (Photo supplied)                        

                                          

                  

                                CHIANG MAI - The female red kangaroo that escaped from Chiang Mai Zoo was found dead in Doi Suthep-Pui National Park on Thursday afternoon.
Park rangers and Chiang Mai Zoo staff found the carcass in the Huai Chang Khian stream at 2.30pm, said Kritsayam Kongsatree, director of the Protected Areas Regional Office 16 in Chiang Mai.

The two-year-old kangaroo escaped from the zoo in Muang district of the northern province on Wednesday morning, while keepers were cleaning its cage and preparing a meal for the kangaroos in the Australian zone.

It was initially spotted hopping uphill on a road towards the Doi Suthep mountain on Wednesday. The search was suspended on Wednesday night after rescuers found its footprints and some blood stains.

The search resumed and was expanded on Thursday morning.

Wutthichai Muangman, the director of the zoo, said it was likely that the kangaroo drowned because the section of the stream was lined with boulders that were covered thickly with plants.

The kangaroo might have accidentally fallen into the water and could not get up the steep banks, he said at a media briefing on Thursday afternoon.

There were small scratch marks on the carcass, but no big wounds or bite marks, so apparently the kangaroo was not attacked, he said.

The location of the carcass was 1.8 kilometres from the zoo, Mr Wutthichai added.
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                  Fugitive 'Sia Paeng Nanod' arrested in Indonesia                

                Murder suspect had spent seven months on the run after fleeing hospital
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                                Fugitive inmate Chaowalit Thongduang, alias "Sia Paeng Nanod", who fled a hospital in Nakhon Si Thammarat last October and later got involved in a shootout with police, has been arrested in Indonesia after seven months on the run.
Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin on Thursday confirmed the arrest following a briefing from Justice Minister Tawee Sodsong at Government House.

Pol Col Tawee said Indonesian police arrested Chaowalit on the resort island of Bali on Thursday morning.

The minister has already questioned Chaowalit via a video link and will travel to Indonesia on Friday to arrange for his return to Thailand.

Chaowalit used a fake Indonesian passport and moved around the country cautiously, pretending to be mute because he could not speak the local language, said the minister. He mostly stayed in Medan and Bali.

"During the video call, Chaowalit admitted he was cornered. I told him to enter the justice system and I will guarantee his safety," said Pol Col Tawee.

When Chaowalit is brought back to Thailand, authorities hope to learn more about his dealings with a drug gang, said the minister.

According to Pol Col Tawee, several women made frequent trips to Indonesia to meet with Chaowalit. He declined to give details about the women or the money trail linked to the fugitive, saying police were still investigating.

The minister did say, however, that a quarrel with an Indonesian woman, "during which an assault occurred", led to the fugitive's arrest by Indonesian police.

Pol Col Tawee said police, officials from the Department of Corrections, the Office of the Narcotics Control Board, the Department of Special Investigation and Gen Niphat Thonglek, an adviser to the prime minister, would go to Indonesia with him on Friday.

Chaowalit, 37, was serving time for attempted murder and was facing multiple other criminal charges including murder and firearms possession. On Oct 22 last year he fled from Maharaj Nakhon Si Thammarat Hospital after being taken there for dental treatment.

Police tracked him to a hideout in the Banthad mountain range in Trang on Nov 8. A shootout ensued but he escaped again into the mountainous terrain that straddles Phatthalung, Trang and Satun provinces.

Despite a massive manhunt, the inmate managed to evade capture. It was later reported that he was believed to have left Thailand in a speedboat from Satun. (Story continues below)


[image: ]
Security video shows inmate Chaowalit Thongduang walking out of Maharat Nakhon Si Thammarat Hospital, where he had been taken for dental treatment, on Oct 22 last year. The 37-year-old fugitive has been arrested in Indonesia, authorities said on Thursday. (Photo: CCTV from Maharat Nakhon Si Thammarat Hospital)




While on the run, Chaowalit released a series of videos in which he claimed he had been unfairly treated.

He claimed he was the only person sentenced for his crimes despite numerous other suspects being involved. He also claimed his appeal for bail in the pending murder case had not been handled fairly.

The Ministry of Justice rejected the claims, noting his lengthy criminal record.

On Dec 25 Chaowalit was sentenced in absentia to life imprisonment for attempted murder. The conviction stemmed from a shooting at a restaurant in Muang district of Phatthalung, on Sept 9, 2019.

He was charged with colluding with four others to try and murder a court assistant. All five were handed life terms.

						

							
						


 

Fugitive inmate Chaowalit Thongduang was arrested in Indonesia following his escape seven months ago.
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                  Smartphone market shrinks 2% in Q1                
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                                Thailand's smartphone market contracted 2% in the first quarter this year because of the slow economic recovery, according to a research paper.
The government's digital wallet scheme is expected to stimulate the industry's growth by 3-5% in 2024, according to Counterpoint Technology Market Research's monthly Thailand Smartphone Tracker report.

5G smartphone shipments reached 52% of total smartphone sales in the first quarter of 2024, representing 19% year-on-year growth. This was the first time 5G shipments' share of total smartphone sales surpassed the 50% mark.

Sales of Apple smartphones in Thailand expanded 30% year-on-year in the first quarter as the demand for the iPhone 15 model continued to grow, with the model accounting for 31% of Apple's portfolio in the first quarter of the year, almost double that of its predecessor -- iPhone 14.

Xiaomi sales climbed 30% year-on-year, while its models in the $200-$399 segment were the biggest gainers in the first quarter with a 157% surge year-on-year.

Samsung led the market with an 18% share, despite a 15% year-on-year decline in shipments.

Samsung suffered significant losses, primarily in the low-end segment below $200, due to stiff competition from Chinese brands.

Samsung has been focusing on the mid-range $200-$399 price segment. Shipments rose 56% year-on-year, largely driven by the Galaxy A15 5G model, Galaxy A25 and Galaxy A34 models.

Xiaomi, which opted for a broader portfolio approach, witnessed strong performance across the low-, mid- and high-end price segments. However, the mid-price $200-$399 segment stood out as the key differentiator, as shipments surged in this price range following the launch of the Redmi Note 13 and M6 Pro series.

According to the research, Thailand's smartphone market started showing positive signs in March, with companies lining up to release new devices featuring the latest technology, including product enhancements, AI integration and long-lasting battery solutions.

"We can expect 5G smartphone shipments to rise further as 5G coverage rapidly expands nationwide and consumers increasingly adopt the technology," noted the report.

Kamal Singh, research analyst at Counterpoint, told the Bangkok Post he anticipates progressive growth in the coming quarters driven by increasing 5G adoption supported by mobile phone operators, festive sales and demand for the latest feature-rich devices.

"If the economy improves, we are likely to see a 3-5% year-on-year growth this year," said Mr Singh.

In Thailand, more people are switching to 5G, he noted, adding that he anticipated that 5G smartphones' share of the total market could reach around 60% by the end of this year.

Low-cost smartphones priced below $200 held 52% of the market share in the first quarter.

He said the digital wallet scheme is expected to begin in the fourth quarter of 2024.

"We took the scheme into account when projecting shipments, and we anticipate the fourth quarter will record the highest shipments in 2024, bringing annual shipments to the higher end of the 3-5% growth range," said Mr Singh.

The primary beneficiaries of the digital handout scheme will be convenience stores, supermarkets and hypermarkets, but we may also see a spike in shipments of sub-$250 smartphones, he said.
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                                The Office of the National Water Resources (ONWR) has warned of heavy rainfall from August to September due to the impact of the La Nina phenomenon, but the total amount of rainfall this year is expected to be 26% below average.
Deputy secretary-general Paitoon Kengkarnchang said the weather will shift to a typical La Nina pattern in July until the end of this year.

The country recently entered the rainy season, which officially runs from May 20 till mid-October, according to the Meteorological Department.

Rainfall is expected to decline from June to mid-July. Heavy rainfall of 60-80% is expected from August to September, causing flash floods in many areas, Mr Paitoon said. At least two storms are expected to hit the country.

"Although we have faced a La Nina pattern this year, the amount of water is believed to be 26% less than normal," he said.

"Some reservoirs might have a lower volume of water while some will have more water, so we do need to have a good water-management plan for different areas."

He added that state agencies have been working together to strengthen the early warning systems for floods with an effort to mitigate damage to local communities hit by rain.

Since the recent rains began, he said, 1,078.1 billion cubic metres of water have gone to 35 major reservoirs nationwide.

Of those, 28.9% are in the North, 15.9% in the West, 15.6% in the South, 20.9% in the Northeast, 12% in the East and 6.8% in the Central region.

Generally, the current volume of water storage in reservoirs this year is 41.185 billion cubic metres or 51%, compared with 43.370 billion cubic metres or 55% last year.

Regarding the rice-planting plan, he said the Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives will ask farmers to speed this up during the rainy season.

Based on the plan, there are 62.44 million rai available for planting rice.

This covers both irrigation and non-irrigation zones, of which 1.29 million rai have already been planted, the office said.
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                  New AI policy aims to transform economy                

                Ministry wants to train Thais on tech
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                                The Ministry of Higher Education, Science, Research and Innovation (MHESI) is introducing its "MHESI for AI" policy, aiming to empower Thais to use artificial intelligence for national development.
MHESI Minister Supamas Isarabhakdi said the main obstacles for AI development in Thailand are a shortage of skilled workers and a lack of AI applications.

The ministry's policy integrates AI into university curricula, ensuring students and university personnel are literate about AI and able to use it effectively.

The policy adheres to ethical considerations about AI, she said.

The policy will be an engine to support universities transitioning to "Education 6.0" that integrates advanced tech in the learning process, preparing students for the challenges of the 21st century, according to the ministry.

The ministry wants to use AI technology to foster the economic and social development of the country, said Ms Supamas.

The MHESI for AI policy has three main focus areas.

The first focus is AI for lifelong learning by developing AI teachers and coaches who will create platforms supporting lifelong learning for all stages of life. This initiative aims to provide the necessary skills, starting with English language proficiency for careers, creating a workforce to support the AI industries.

As Thailand has low English proficiency compared with other Southeast Asian countries, the ministry plans to enhance English learning efficiency through AI tools that support various teaching methods.

Moreover, AI will be utilised to simulate teachers or tutors for out-of-classroom learning based on individual interests, facilitating rapid skill development according to personal needs.

The second focus is AI workforce development by developing AI professionals and establishing AI infrastructure for Thai education and the labour market.

This includes programmes like promoting an understanding of AI at elementary, high school and vocational levels, developing international intellectual property innovations, and establishing an AI workforce for educational institutions.

It also includes offering AI degree programmes and AI projects for public servants.

The aim is to provide AI professionals, AI engineers and IT professionals or other vocations with AI tool skills -- covering 30,000 people within three years.

The third focus is on AI innovation to drive the economy by providing the full support of AI innovation.

Ms Supamas will expedite support for the practical application of AI innovation, especially in the business sector, through mechanisms such as innovation support from agencies within the ministry.

Her ministry has a national AI development plan for 2022-2027, covering five strategies.

The first strategy focuses on creating understanding and awareness of ethical considerations. This strategy involves essential laws and regulations governing AI.

Second is a focus on AI infrastructure development by increasing AI investment by 10% annually.

The third involves AI workforce development, aimed at producing 30,000 AI professionals.

The fourth focuses on R&D in AI by creating 100 AI innovations that could impact the economy by 48 billion baht.

The fifth focuses on supporting AI business and AI usage in 600 organisations nationwide.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/2802008/new-ai-policy-aims-to-transform-economy



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Diving into the mule account crackdown                

                Authorities reassure the public they can continue mobile banking during the probe
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                                Authorities began checking the names of mobile banking account holders and mobile subscribers on Monday to see if they match, part of a joint effort led by the Digital Economy and Society (DES) Ministry.
The ministry reassured mobile banking subscribers their accounts can still be used normally during the examination process.

DES Minister Prasert Jantararuangthong and authorities working to control mule accounts told users they can continue to conduct online banking transactions during the data examination, which is expected to take 120 days, ending in October.

Mule accounts are often used by fraudsters.

Q: What will happen after 120 days?

Some mobile banking subscribers wondered what happens after the deadline of 120 days, as authorities did not provide a clear outline of the next steps.

Mr Prasert said later the joint panel would deliberate on measures after October, including the possibility of extending the period to conduct the data review.

The ministry expects many suspected mule accounts will be eliminated during the 120 days, he said.

"Our action is faster than noise. We screen more than 800,000 mobile banking accounts per day, but what fraudsters do is faster than light," said Pol Maj Gen Ekarak Limsangkat, deputy secretary-general of the Anti-Money Laundering Office (Amlo).

"We have to continue to close all vulnerabilities."

On May 28, authorities taking part in the joint project held a press conference clarifying the effort, following confusion about how it may affect people's mobile banking accounts.

The joint parties in the data examination comprise the DES Ministry, Thai Bankers' Association, the office of the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission (NBTC), and Amlo.

"The 120 days is just a timeline for the data examination process by banks, the NBTC, mobile operators and Amlo," said Mr Prasert.

The DES Ministry said there are about 106 million mobile banking accounts, of which about 30 million are not registered to the same name as their mobile SIM subscription.

"We are eager to see if there will be a decrease in these 30 million mobile banking accounts during the 120-day period," he said.

"We are implementing these measures to protect the public and prevent the use of mule accounts by fraudsters."

Without this joint effort, obtaining practical results would be difficult following a series of related measures pursued by months from the group of authorities, said Mr Prasert.

Q: What are the channels to check information?

People can check if the names of their mobile banking accounts match their SIM card registration by pressing *179*, followed by the 13 digits of their national ID, followed by #, then press call.

For people who hold mobile banking accounts registered to names that do not match phone subscriptions, the ministry urges them to show evidence that verifies their identities at the service centres of their mobile operators.

They could also go to bank branches to show evidence and ID cards to verify their identities, said the authorities.

The authorities insisted the measures would not add a burden to mobile banking users, particularly in terms of fees for new mobile packages that are higher than those currently in use.

Q: Who is exempt from the measures?

The measures exempt certain people who hold mobile banking accounts registered to names that differ from their SIM card registration.

These exceptions comprise: family members; guardians as designated by a court order; juristic persons able to demonstrate their needs to banks; and others deemed by a bank to have reasonable grounds for use.

These four categories are collectively referred to as a whitelist, said Mr Prasert.

These four groups will be notified by banks to verify their identities through their mobile banking system for each account, according to the authorities.

The banks will not send an SMS to alert them of the matter, noted the ministry.

The ministry acknowledged there are some cases where one SIM card subscribes to many mobile banking accounts, in some cases up to 400 mobile banking accounts.

Q: Are there discretion guidelines for banks to follow as part of the probe?

A representative of the Thai Bankers' Association who requested anonymity said the Bank of Thailand should determine a framework to supervise discretion for all banks to use when considering the groups granted exceptions.

"The discretion of each bank may be different, so the central bank should define some guidelines for the move to ensure everyone follows the same path," said the representative.
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                                Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira has pitched shortening the duration for bad debtors to remain on the National Credit Bureau's blacklist, allowing them to access new borrowing opportunities sooner.
Speaking on Wednesday after presiding over the signing ceremony to establish ARI-AMC, a joint venture between the Government Savings Bank (GSB) and Bangkok Commercial Asset Management Plc (BAM) to manage bad debts of state banks, Mr Pichai said the current duration of five years on the National Credit Bureau (NCB) blacklist, plus an additional three years of record-keeping, is too long.

He said he intends to review the legal provisions to see if this period can be shortened, to two years plus three years of record-keeping, or even one year plus three years.

Earlier this month, Mr Pichai said the Finance Ministry is preparing a budget of 10 billion baht to clear the debts of small-scale debtors, removing them from the blacklist.


[image: ]

He said more than 1 million retail debtors at state-owned specialised financial institutions with an average debt per person of 10,000 baht have defaulted and become non-performing loans (NPLs), listed by the NCB.


The government wants to resolve this issue by using a budget of 10 billion baht to clear these debts, removing the debtors from the blacklist so they can gradually repay the state within 2-3 years, said Mr Pichai.

Regarding the ARI-AMC joint venture, GSB and BAM each hold a 50% stake and initial registered capital is 1 billion baht.

He said bad debts from state financial institutions transferred to ARI-AMC will be managed under more lenient debt restructuring conditions, helping debtors avoid being classified as NPLs.

ARI-AMC plans to use a socially responsible approach, while still aiming for appropriate returns, said Mr Pichai.

Initially 45 billion baht worth of bad debts from the GSB will be transferred to ARI-AMC for management, with 70-80% of these transferred debts expected to be successfully managed, he said.

According to Mr Pichai, the factors affecting the debt burden of individuals and small and medium-sized enterprises are both internal and external, including the adverse effects of the pandemic and rising interest costs, which have caused debtors to lack liquidity, being unable to honour their debt repayments.

Regarding the government's debt relief scheme for NPLs of self-employed individuals, he said the government expects by year-end, around 700,000 to 800,000 debtors will return to the status of performing loans.

Vitai Ratanakorn, president of GSB, said the new joint venture firm will enable NPL debtors to be removed from the NCB's blacklist more quickly. For example, he said ARI-AMC can offer debt haircuts or reduce interest rates more effectively than if the debt remained with the financial institution.

According to Mr Vitai, GSB will transfer to ARI-AMC 500,000 bad debtor accounts with a principal debt value of 45 billion baht.

The sales price will be re-evaluated, but will follow market prices, he said.

By the end of July, the first batch of bad debts, comprising 140,000 accounts with a debt value of 10 billion baht, is scheduled to be transferred to ARI-AMC. These debtors have outstanding debts of no more than 20 million baht each.

Next year, Mr Vitai said ARI-AMC will start purchasing additional bad debts from state financial institutions.

The joint venture is expected to operate no more than 15 years, he said.

Registered capital can be increased if necessary, while GSB will support ARI-AMC with low-interest loans to manage additional bad debt acquisitions, said Mr Vitai.

BAM chief executive Bundit Anantamongkol said the partnership will create a synergy between the two organisations.

BAM has 25 years of experience in debt management, having resolved 155,000 cases of bad debt worth more than 480 billion baht, while selling 52,000 non-performing assets valued at 122 billion baht.

GSB has more than 1,000 branches that can serve as contact points or service centres for customers.
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        CP chief makes case for nuclear power
        Public policies such as a carbon tax, along with innovations including artificial intelligence and nuclear power, are critical for Thailand's bid to achieve its carbon-zero goals, says Suphachai Chearavanont, chief executive officer of the Charoen Pokphand (CP) Group.

      

      
        WHA Group embraces ESG goals for cleaner future
        With ever-changing megatrends and environmental impacts playing key roles in the global economy, a sharper focus on a business's commitment to environmental, social and governance (ESG) goals can help drive it towards sustainable growth, according to Jareeporn Jarukornsakul, CEO of WHA Group.

      

      
        Real estate leader advocates ESG
        The real estate sector can help improve society and the environment by adopting environmental, social and governance (ESG) practices, says Panote Sirivadhanabhakdi, Group CEO of Frasers Property Limited.

      

      
        More tax incentives for green investment planned
        The government is preparing a number of tax incentives to promote a low-carbon economy and encourage investment in environmentally friendly businesses, Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira says.

      

      
        Korean tycoon ordered to pay $1bn in divorce
        SEOUL - A South Korean court has ordered SK Group chairman Chey Tae-won to pay more than $1 billion to his estranged wife as part of their planned divorce, sending company shares surging on speculation that he will have to buy more stock to cement his control.

      

      
        Central bank says current inflation goal 'appropriate'
        The Bank of Thailand (BoT) defended its goal to keep inflation within a band of 1% to 3% as "appropriate" for the prevailing economic conditions, after the government sought a review over concerns the current target may be too low.

      

      
        Factory output unexpectedly rises for first time in 19 months
        Thailand's manufacturing production index unexpectedly rose 3.43% in April from a year earlier, increasing for the first time in 19 months, helped by higher exports and tourism, the Industry Ministry said on Thursday.

      

      
        Finance Ministry to propose tax on cheap imports to cabinet
        The Ministry of Finance's plan to collect a 7% value-added tax (VAT) on imported goods sold for less than 1,500 baht (US$40.6) is expected to be submitted for cabinet approval next week, Deputy Finance Minister Julapun Amornvivat said on Thursday.

      

      
        Google pledges $2 billion investment in Malaysia
        KUALA LUMPUR - Google committed to making US$2 billion in investments in Malaysia, including its first data centre and Google Cloud effort in the region.

      

      
        Smartphone market shrinks 2% in Q1
        Thailand's smartphone market contracted 2% in the first quarter this year because of the slow economic recovery, according to a research paper.
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                  CP chief makes case for nuclear power                

                More policy support for innovation needed to meet sustainability goals, Suphachai tells ESG conference
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                                Public policies such as a carbon tax, along with innovations including artificial intelligence and nuclear power, are critical for Thailand's bid to achieve its carbon-zero goals, says Suphachai Chearavanont, chief executive officer of the Charoen Pokphand (CP) Group.
The world still has a long way to go towards meeting the Sustainable Development Goals, he told the Bangkok Post Conference 2024 on Thursday. Each of those 17 goals, such as clean water for all and sustainable cities, contains numerous targets that must be met by 2030. But as of last year, the world was on track to meet only 12% of the targets, the UN General Assembly warned

Thailand, he said, ranks 43rd among 166 counties for SDG with a score of 74.7 out of 100, Mr Suphachai said in his address, "Corporate Catalysts: Empowering Sustainability and SDG Commitments".

The challenge of global warming is particularly daunting, he said. Current global behaviour will cause temperatures to rise by 3.2 degrees Celsius from pre-industrial levels by 2100, he said.

To remain within the 1.5C target considered safe, the world will need to reduce its carbon dioxide emissions to 33 billion tonnes a year by 2030, from nearly 37 billion now.

However, electricity demand is forecast to increase by 53% from 2020 to 2050, which would make it even harder to cut emissions.

"This is unavoidably urging policymakers to seriously consider nuclear power adoption as an alternative," Mr Suphachai said.

Nuclear power is an alternative to carbon-based energy sources as it is more readily available than hydrogen.

Nuclear technology accounted for 9% of global electricity generation in 2021, with 32 new reactors being built between 2022 and 2025, with 19 reactors located in Asia, according to Statista and World-Nuclear.org.

According to the consultancy McKinsey, world energy capacity in 2020 was 26,000 gigawatts (GW), which is expected to increase to 40,000GW by 2050. Nuclear power is expected to provide 23% of total capacity by then.

The five countries with the most nuclear reactors in 2022 include the United States with 92, France with 56, China with 55, Russia with 37, and Korea with 24.

Meanwhile, to bridge the SDG targets gap in Thailand, Mr Suphachai said the kingdom needs a practical public policy based on a carbon-zero roadmap. This would need to include carbon taxes and corporations managing their operations in line with environmental, social and governance (ESG) practices and SDG targets.

Mr Suphachai said that Microsoft chief executive officer Satya Nadella mentioned during his visit that if the country is going to achieve digital transformation with AI, it would need gigawatt data centres tailored to handle AI. The country also needs a renewable power grid.

Thailand is consuming more energy, driven by rapid digitisation, raising the question of how the nation can free itself from heavy dependence on fossil fuels, he said.

Global capital is now flowing into what Mr Suphachai called "3D" businesses: Digitisation driven by AI, Deglobalisation and Decarbonisation.

He said nuclear power should be seriously considered for Thailand, along with other public policies and innovations.

According to McKinsey, China plans to boost its nuclear power plant capacity to 150GW in 2035, while Japan will reopen a reactor targeted to provide 20-22% of its energy in 2030. Vietnam is also looking at nuclear power.

Turning to the CP Group, Mr Suphachai said it operates its business based on three core goals under its 2030 aspirations in relation to the SDGs.

The goals include climate resilience along with a carbon-neutral target in 2030 and a net-zero target by 2050; a circular economy with a zero-waste 2030 goal; and education and inequality reduction, targeting 50 million people or users supported through lifelong learning programmes.

Mr Suphachai said the group's existing operations are supported by green systems such as biogas/biomass, solar energy, as well as AI.

He added that the group is moving towards energy storage, green hydrogen, and low-carbon agriculture in the near term.

In the long term, he said CP plans to adopt microreactors, carbon-capture technology, and future technologies to achieve its goals of sustainability
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                                With ever-changing megatrends and environmental impacts playing key roles in the global economy, a sharper focus on a business's commitment to environmental, social and governance (ESG) goals can help drive it towards sustainable growth, according to Jareeporn Jarukornsakul, CEO of WHA Group.
Business operators need to embrace various initiatives and adapt to geopolitical situations, such as relocating manufacturing bases and technological transformation, in order to maintain competitiveness. Ms Jareeporn said at the Bangkok Post ESG Conference 2024 on Thursday.

A sustainability strategy that limits the severity of negative headwinds is thus crucial, she emphasised.

WHA Group has embraced digital technology to improve the accuracy and efficiency of the company's operations, which include logistics, warehouse and industrial property and utilities. 

Its framework includes promoting an innovation-driven workplace, building a data-driven organisation and transforming into a technology-based company with the aid of artificial intelligence (AI) to help create a digital-first corporate culture.

"We have invested 160 million baht in developing 38 projects and 50 applications using adaptive technology for a clean environment under an ESG concept," Ms Jareeporn said.

Some of the company's proven achievements are smart water solutions, logistics and building management, data management platforms and smart traffic management.

The group's "RENEX: P2P" energy trading scheme won the "Most Innovative Energy Trading Service Platform" award at the 2023 International Finance Awards.

"We do believe that ESG is not a trend, but a must," Ms Jareeporn said.

WHA has been offsetting the carbon dioxide emissions from its operations, resulting in an extensive number of credits for carbon trading in the future, she said. The group has also committed to achieving net zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050.

The company plans to introduce around 1,000 electric vehicles to support its logistical systems, she said, adding that smart technology management, cost reduction and energy-saving approaches will also be applied.

International clients are increasingly concerned about green logistics, Ms Jareeporn said.

"We are introducing a decarbonised supply chain concept into many of our business models, including EV fleet provision and maintenance, renewable energy solutions, a charging business and a charging point operating service," she said.

Electric vehicles will reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 14,400 tonnes per year, she forecast.
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                                The real estate sector can help improve society and the environment by adopting environmental, social and governance (ESG) practices, says Panote Sirivadhanabhakdi, Group CEO of Frasers Property Limited.
Mr Panote outlined his views in a presentation titled "Sustainable Cities: Leading with Urgency to Net Zero" at the Bangkok Post Conference 2024 on Thursday.

The real estate sector, he said, has played a large role in global warming.

"We manage $35 billion worth of assets across the cities where we work (in Thailand and abroad)," he said of Frasers. "We also have evolved ESG in our business by creating green space to reduce carbon emissions and also adopted mixed-use development to make sustainable real estate."

Examples of mixed-use developments that embody sustainable principles include The Yards and Ed.Square Town Centre in Sydney, Australia; and Punggol Watertown and Northpoint City in Singapore.

In Thailand, Mr Panote said The Parq in Bangkok is one of the most sustainable office buildings in the capital with first-world standard certification.

Currently, Frasers is working on One Bangkok, a real estate megaproject located opposite Lumpini Park. It will be completed in October.

Mr Panote said One Bangkok is a mixed-use development that aims to achieve a smart and sustainable "heart-centric" metropolis where residents can enjoy an unparalleled quality of life.

He said that ESG is the foundation for the group's business model and is now at the core of everything it has been doing. Achieving carbon neutrality by 2050 is also one of the company's goals.

Frasers is also listed in the ESG Book, which is an environment, social and governance data platform in Singapore. It is subject to external audit and can be accessed worldwide.

He also said that the group also promotes gender diversity and equality. It likewise continues to achieve transparency targets so that it becomes the company of choice for employees and customers.

ESG, he added, is more than a "checklist or requirement for certifications" -- it is about sustainability.
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                                The government is preparing a number of tax incentives to promote a low-carbon economy and encourage investment in environmentally friendly businesses, Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira says.
He made the remarks at the Bangkok Post Conference 2024 "Greening the Future: ESG Leadership in the Sustainability Revolution" at Centara Grand at CentralWorld on Thursday.

Currently, he said, the Ministry of Finance has measures to promote carbon credit transactions through the exemption of corporate income tax on net profits on the sale of carbon credits under the Thailand Voluntary Emission Reduction programme.

Other measures include promoting investment in the Thai ESG (environmental, social and governance) Fund, and a low excise tax for vehicles that emit less carbon dioxide, he said.

[image: ]
Key speakers pose for a group photo at the Bangkok Post Conference 2024. (Photo: Pattarapong Chatpattarasill)



The ministry is now considering further tax incentives in three stages, Mr Pichai added.

For short-term measures, the government will promote the use of alternative energy and the reduction of energy consumption by allowing tax deductions from the purchase and installation of solar cells. Expenses incurred in improving energy efficiency will also be deductible. As well, the government is promoting investment in research and development of climate technology.

Medium-term measures will include promoting low-carbon activities and building an ecosystem to reduce greenhouse gases. This would include tax incentives for businesses to calculate their carbon footprints so that they can more efficiently plan to reduce greenhouse gases.

"Private companies will also be offered tax incentives to register carbon credits in various industries to boost supplies and liquidity in the carbon credit market," Mr Pichai said.

In the long term, the ministry will push for a carbon tax for excessive greenhouse gas emissions in order to achieve the goals set by the Paris Agreement to curb climate change, he said.

These measures -- and the support of businesses that act in line with ESG principles -- will help Thailand become a leader in sustainable development, attract investment and create a sustainable and fair economy that will upgrade the quality of life of Thais, he said.

[image: ]
Key speakers and sponsors gather at the Bangkok Post Conference 2024 at Centara Grand at CentralWorld. (Photo: Pattarapong Chatpattarasill)



Mr Pichai said Thailand attached great importance to sustainable development based on ESG principles.

Even though the country is not among the world's major carbon dioxide emitters, Thailand was ranked in 2021 as the ninth most affected country in terms of human impacts and direct economic losses from weather-related loss events from 2000 to 2019, he said.

In light of this, the ministry is duty-bound to devise measures to respond to climate change and related economic problems while striving for sustainable development, he said.

Mr Pichai also urged the private sector, the civil sector and the government to prioritise ESG factors to build a better and more secure future for the country and the world, as the environment and climate change are globally important issues.

Studies from several organisations show that climate change will have a negative impact on the economy in the future, he added.
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                SK stock soars on speculation that chairman will have to buy shares to maintain control
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                                SEOUL - A South Korean court has ordered SK Group chairman Chey Tae-won to pay more than $1 billion to his estranged wife as part of their planned divorce, sending company shares surging on speculation that he will have to buy more stock to cement his control.
The Seoul High Court found Chey's shares in the holding company SK Inc should be counted as part of the couple's joint property, overturning a 2022 ruling by a lower court for a much smaller amount.

Chey was ordered on Thursday to pay 1.38 trillion won ($1 billion) in cash and 2 billion won in alimony to Roh Soh-yeong, the daughter of former South Korean president Roh Tae-woo.

Chey's lawyers said he would appeal the court order.

Shares in SK Inc jumped 9% after the ruling, giving it a market value of 2 trillion won.

Chey owns 17.7% of the SK Inc and controls SK Hynix, the world's second-largest memory chip maker, and other SK affiliates through his stake in SK Inc.

Park Ju-gun, head of the corporate analysis firm Leaders Index, said that since the court ruling did not stipulate that Chey split his stock holding with his wife, he thought the chances of increased purchases of SK Inc stock were low.

He also said that, assuming the ruling stands, he thought Chey would be unlikely to sell his shares to make the payment but would probably take out loans using his SK Inc stock as collateral.

Chey, worth an estimated $2.3 billion, met Roh while studying at the University of Chicago. They married in 1988 and had a son and two daughters together.

In 2015, Chey revealed he had a child with another woman, and two years later, he sought a divorce settlement mediated by a court. As the couple failed to reach an agreement, the case went back to court.

Roh filed a lawsuit in 2019 demanding 42.3% of Chey's stake in SK Inc, worth about 1 trillion won at that time, and 300 million won in alimony. She later modified her claim to about 2 trillion won in cash and 3 billion won in alimony, local media reported.

In 2022, the Seoul Family Court excluded Chey's SK Inc shares from the division, viewing them as "peculiar property" received by inheritance or gift before marriage. The court said then that it was difficult to determine whether Roh made a substantial contribution to Chey's ownership.

The appeal court said in the new ruling that Chey's SK Inc shares are joint property and are subject to wealth division given how long the couple was married and how their fortune was built. That's reflected in the increased settlement, as well as Roh's mental pain, the court said.

Chey has led SK Group since the 1998 death of his father, Chey Jong-hyon, the brother of the late founder. Under him, SK overtook Hyundai to become the country's second-largest conglomerate, with 334 trillion won in assets this year, just behind Samsung Group, according to data compiled by the Korea Fair Trade Commission.
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                                The Bank of Thailand (BoT) defended its goal to keep inflation within a band of 1% to 3% as "appropriate" for the prevailing economic conditions, after the government sought a review over concerns the current target may be too low.
The existing band, which the law mandates should be reviewed every year, can still anchor medium-term inflation expectations and remains suitable for the nation's economic context, BoT deputy governor Alisara Mahasandana said in an interview with Krungthep Turakij's Deep Talk program shared on social media platforms Wednesday night.

While six straight months of negative inflation prompted calls from the government for lowering interest rates to boost consumption demand, or at the least boost credit access, the central bank has maintained that a string of negative price prints were the effect of government subsidies and not evidence of demand depression. Earlier this week, Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira said the BoT's inflation target that's stayed the same since 2020 needs a review.

Consumer price gains are forecast to gradually accelerate and return to target in the fourth quarter, Ms Alisara said.  

"This target range is still functioning well," she said. "As of now, it remains appropriate."

The latest call for the target review is seen by market watchers as a strategy to spur interest-rate cuts. Some economists including from Barclays Plc and Bloomberg Economics think this tactic is unlikely to yield the desired result, given that it could lead to higher costs of living, among other things.

The rate cut will not help spur near-zero inflation, which turned negative earlier on some temporary factors including abundant supply for some food items as well as state energy subsidies, Ms Alisara said.

The central bank has kept the benchmark rate at a decade high 2.5%, with policymakers flagging potential price pressures from the government's proposed economic stimulus measures. The BoT has said that easing monetary policy at this juncture may aggravate near-record household debt levels.

A meeting of the so-called economic cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin on Monday and attended by BoT Governor Sethaput Suthiwartnarueput discussed what is ailing the economy, which has been posting sub-2% growth for a decade. Latest official data showed gross domestic product (GDP) grew 1.5% in the first quarter from a year earlier, the slowest pace in Southeast Asia.

Ms Alisara said the 1.5% growth was better than the central bank's forecast. Still, exports, which has just started to recover, needs to be closely monitored as there are some structural problems such as poor competitiveness, weighing on the growth of Thai shipments.

Monetary policy revision will not help solve the existing structural problems and have limited impact on reducing debt burden for fragile groups. The lower rate also will not help improve access to lending for small and medium enterprises. 


"Cutting rate a lot will also slow down debt de-leveraging, which has major impact on long-term economic growth," Ms Alisara said. "If economic and inflation outlook changes, the Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) is ready to change its monetary policy rate."
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                  Factory output unexpectedly rises for first time in 19 months                

                              

                                Thailand's manufacturing production index unexpectedly rose 3.43% in April from a year earlier, increasing for the first time in 19 months, helped by higher exports and tourism, the Industry Ministry said on Thursday.
The figure compared with a forecast of a 1.1% year-on-year fall for April in a Reuters poll and followed an annual decrease of 5.13% in March.

The output rise in April, the first monthly increase since September 2022, was also due to a low base last year, Siripen Kiatfuengfoo, deputy director-general of the Office of Industrial Economics (OIE), told a news conference.

"It's good news. It's the first month of growth after 18 consecutive months of contraction," she added.

Factory output for the January-April period dropped 2.06% and is expected to rise between 0% to 1% for the full year, the ministry said.

Thailand received 14.33 million foreign visitors between Jan 1 and May 26, up 38% year-on-year, with 2.8 million Chinese visitors and overall spending of 683 billion baht, according to tourism ministry data.

The country's exports returned to growth in April, and at a much faster pace than analysts' expectations, and the Commerce Ministry expected shipments to post a small gain in the second quarter.
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                  Finance Ministry to propose tax on cheap imports to cabinet                
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                                The Ministry of Finance's plan to collect a 7% value-added tax (VAT) on imported goods sold for less than 1,500 baht (US$40.6) is expected to be submitted for cabinet approval next week, Deputy Finance Minister Julapun Amornvivat said on Thursday.
Imported goods sold for less than 1,500 baht are currently exempt from VAT in Thailand.
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                                KUALA LUMPUR - Google committed to making US$2 billion in investments in Malaysia, including its first data centre and Google Cloud effort in the region.
The pledge marks Google's largest planned investment in the Southeast Asian nation, according to Alphabet Inc Chief Financial Officer Ruth Porat in a statement. 

US tech giants have stepped up their investments in Southeast Asia in recent months, committing billions of dollars in investments as they seek new growth opportunities. The CEOs of Microsoft Corp, Apple Inc and Nvidia Corp have all traveled through the region to sketch out strategic plans and meet with heads of state.

Microsoft's Chief Executive Officer Satya Nadella said this month the company would invest $2.2 billion in Malaysia, in addition to similar pledges for Thailand and Indonesia. Microsoft and Google are competing fiercely for leadership in artificial-intelligence (AI) services, seeking customers to adopt their offerings in the burgeoning field.

Google said that, in addition to the development of cloud computing services, it would support AI literacy programs for students and educators.


	Explainer: Making sense of Microsoft's local outlays
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                                Thailand's smartphone market contracted 2% in the first quarter this year because of the slow economic recovery, according to a research paper.
The government's digital wallet scheme is expected to stimulate the industry's growth by 3-5% in 2024, according to Counterpoint Technology Market Research's monthly Thailand Smartphone Tracker report.

5G smartphone shipments reached 52% of total smartphone sales in the first quarter of 2024, representing 19% year-on-year growth. This was the first time 5G shipments' share of total smartphone sales surpassed the 50% mark.

Sales of Apple smartphones in Thailand expanded 30% year-on-year in the first quarter as the demand for the iPhone 15 model continued to grow, with the model accounting for 31% of Apple's portfolio in the first quarter of the year, almost double that of its predecessor -- iPhone 14.

Xiaomi sales climbed 30% year-on-year, while its models in the $200-$399 segment were the biggest gainers in the first quarter with a 157% surge year-on-year.

Samsung led the market with an 18% share, despite a 15% year-on-year decline in shipments.

Samsung suffered significant losses, primarily in the low-end segment below $200, due to stiff competition from Chinese brands.

Samsung has been focusing on the mid-range $200-$399 price segment. Shipments rose 56% year-on-year, largely driven by the Galaxy A15 5G model, Galaxy A25 and Galaxy A34 models.

Xiaomi, which opted for a broader portfolio approach, witnessed strong performance across the low-, mid- and high-end price segments. However, the mid-price $200-$399 segment stood out as the key differentiator, as shipments surged in this price range following the launch of the Redmi Note 13 and M6 Pro series.

According to the research, Thailand's smartphone market started showing positive signs in March, with companies lining up to release new devices featuring the latest technology, including product enhancements, AI integration and long-lasting battery solutions.

"We can expect 5G smartphone shipments to rise further as 5G coverage rapidly expands nationwide and consumers increasingly adopt the technology," noted the report.

Kamal Singh, research analyst at Counterpoint, told the Bangkok Post he anticipates progressive growth in the coming quarters driven by increasing 5G adoption supported by mobile phone operators, festive sales and demand for the latest feature-rich devices.

"If the economy improves, we are likely to see a 3-5% year-on-year growth this year," said Mr Singh.

In Thailand, more people are switching to 5G, he noted, adding that he anticipated that 5G smartphones' share of the total market could reach around 60% by the end of this year.

Low-cost smartphones priced below $200 held 52% of the market share in the first quarter.

He said the digital wallet scheme is expected to begin in the fourth quarter of 2024.

"We took the scheme into account when projecting shipments, and we anticipate the fourth quarter will record the highest shipments in 2024, bringing annual shipments to the higher end of the 3-5% growth range," said Mr Singh.

The primary beneficiaries of the digital handout scheme will be convenience stores, supermarkets and hypermarkets, but we may also see a spike in shipments of sub-$250 smartphones, he said.
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        AI can accelerate SDG in Thailand
        We have just passed the halfway point in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. Adopted by all UN members in 2015, the agenda laid out 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to mobilise efforts to end poverty, fight inequalities, and tackle climate change.

      

      
        20 years of errors can't be fixed easily
        I have a strong feeling that piecemeal measures are what the economy is going to get from the government to combat Thailand's long-standing economic problems.

      

      
        City needs to do more
        Halfway into his term as city governor, Chadchart Sittipunt still rates himself a five out of 10, which is the same as last year's self-appraisal. Judging from that, we can only hope there is room for improvement.

      

      
        Protests of both despair and conflict in Gaza
        These are crazy times. Biblical disturbances in nature, such as the repeated torrential rain in Dubai or the mass fish die-off in Vietnam's overheated reservoir, seem to mirror our overheated politics and social environment.

      

      
        Beyond the hype: Gauging AI's true economic impact
        According to tech leaders and many pundits and academics, artificial intelligence (AI) is poised to transform the world as we know it through unprecedented productivity gains. While some believe that machines soon will do everything humans can do, ushering in a new age of boundless prosperity, other predictions are at least more grounded. For example, Goldman Sachs predicts that generative AI will...

      

      
        How green is the energy from our hydro dams?
        Thailand's National Energy Plan (NEP), a blueprint for the country's energy strategy from 2023 to 2037, has earned praise for its noble goal of increasing the use of clean, renewable energy. The plan states that by 2050, half of the electricity consumed locally must be clean and renewable energy -- solar cells, wind, biomass, small nuclear and hydro dams.

      

      
        Europe's carbon border tax fights climate change
        The European Union's Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM), officially launched in October, now requires importers to report on the direct and indirect greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions embedded in the goods they import. Beginning in January 2026, the EU will start imposing tariffs on imports from countries that do not price carbon at the bloc's market rate, which could significantly affect...

      

      
        Corrections under fire
        Once again, the Corrections Department has become the subject of public suspicion over the issue of impartiality. This time around, it concerns Vonnarat Tangkaravakoon, a key culprit in the biggest stock market fraud and the majority shareholder of cable and wire manufacturer Stark Corporation.

      

      
        What explains BJP's stellar rise?
        India, with 968 million eligible voters, is currently holding the largest exercise of democratic rights in the world. Elections are being held in India from April 19 to June 1, and the results will be declared next Tuesday. Prime Minister Narendra Modi's ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) -- the world's largest political party -- is widely expected to win.

      

      
        Pheu Thai loses its mojo
        The latest public opinion poll by the King Prajadhipok Institute is just another survey showing the atrophy of the Pheu Thai Party.
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									AI can accelerate SDG in Thailand								

															

																We have just passed the halfway point in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. Adopted by all UN members in 2015, the agenda laid out 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to mobilise efforts to end poverty, fight inequalities, and tackle climate change.
Thailand has made significant progress in achieving the SDGs. According to the UN, over 40% of the indicators are on course. However, challenges remain, with a third of the SDGs needing acceleration, while a quarter are regressing, including SDG 13, which focuses on climate action.

AI use to advance SDGs

Artificial intelligence (AI), which has rapidly emerged as a transformative force reshaping our world, holds immense promise in addressing these challenges and uplifting the lives of Thais by driving sustainable progress. Cutting-edge AI innovations, coupled with the Internet of Things, blockchain and other emerging technologies, are poised to revolutionise how we tackle issues like food production and climate change, as well as strengthen access to healthcare and quality education.

In the agriculture sector, which makes up around 8.8% of Thailand's GDP, and one which is significantly impacted by climate change, AI can help improve crop yields by providing farmers with real-time insights on irrigation, fertilisation, and other adjustments based on data collected by sensors.

The G-Smart program implemented by Digilog in South Korea is a good case in point -- the program installs automated sensors, which continuously monitor ambient conditions in greenhouses growing perilla leaves (a staple in South Korea), and uses AI to guide adjustments like ventilation, maximising leaf growth while monitoring for fungus. This innovative approach saves farmers two hours daily and boosts overall yields by 5%.

AI can also be used to make learning more accessible and personalised, which is critical to creating an inclusive society and improving the socio-economic development of underprivileged communities. For example, Solve Education, a philanthropic organisation based in Indonesia offers personalised learning through text-based interactions with their AI-powered chatbot, Ed.

With Ed, which is available via the web, learners can enrol in courses such as English, mathematics, and financial literacy. Another example is Qanda from South Korea, which employs AI-based optical character recognition to facilitate problem-solving in mathematics and science. The technology can produce an answer in as little as five seconds and is currently assisting 1.7 million students in South Korea, Japan, Singapore, and Vietnam.

AI is also transforming healthcare delivery. AI-enabled wearables could be distributed to people living in remote and difficult-to-reach areas, enabling healthcare professionals to monitor patients remotely. This democratisation of access to quality care, particularly in underserved areas, will alleviate personnel shortages and allow healthcare officials to allocate scarce resources more efficiently.

Deployed across an entire region, AI-enabled wearables provide healthcare policymakers with almost real-time information about the health status of the region.

This information would be infinitely useful in determining how mobile healthcare teams are dispatched, the required expertise of the teams, necessary equipment, and with sufficient granularity, the appropriate amounts and dosages of medicines.

Pro-innovation approach

AI's transformative power potential extends far beyond these sectors and can accelerate Thailand's progress towards the SDGs. Of course, as we reap the benefits of AI, we must proactively address concerns around AI, including data privacy and ethical AI use. At the same time, we must avoid stifling growth and innovation in the pursuit of responsible AI practices.

Encouragingly, there has been much public-private collaboration to establish and promote responsible AI use. In February this year, the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) published a framework for artificial intelligence governance that is underpinned by a light-touch, flexible approach to managing AI risks. Pro-innovation regulatory frameworks that foster investment -- financial, social, and political -- are part of the critical infrastructure that support AI.

Agile governance frameworks and risk-based regulations can nurture an enabling environment for AI while safeguarding citizens' rights, ethical principles, and equitable distribution of benefits.

The path ahead is rife with complexities but brimming with possibilities. The transformative potential of AI is clear. What we need are bold strategies and pro-innovation policies that strategically leverage AI to uplift lives, safeguard our planet, and propel socio-economic progress aligned with the Sustainable Development Goals.

A measured approach incentivising AI research while managing risks pragmatically can supercharge Thailand's digital economy and amplify AI's positive impact in areas like food security, climate action, and social development.

As Asean nations shape their AI roadmaps, open dialogue between governments, industry, academia, and civil society will be vital for devising agile governance mechanisms suited to this fast-evolving domain. The tech sector is committed to maintaining public trust by ensuring AI systems are ethical, robust, responsible, and transparent.




Jeff Paine, managing director, Asia Internet Coalition, a leading industry body that advocates for effective regulatory changes for the internet.
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																I have a strong feeling that piecemeal measures are what the economy is going to get from the government to combat Thailand's long-standing economic problems.
The problems have become too big and too complicated to be fixed. It is such a jumble, policymakers have no idea where to start. More importantly, the government and Bank of Thailand do not have the guts to fix them as it would require "out-of-the-box" thinking.

Where is the beef? I want my hamburger with a thick piece of juicy meat, not a plant-based meat substitute, theoretically correct organic bun, and IMF-approved dressing.

Thais deserve real economic measures to fix the economy once and for all, not whimsical measures like more loans to SMEs by state banks and on-again, off-again debt restructuring. We have seen measures like that since dinosaurs roamed the Earth and time has proved that these measures do not work.

The prime minster is right to say Thailand's economic problems are caused by high levels of household debt. But what the prime minister may not realise is that the problem started 20 years ago.

For a middle-income economy, a sustainable household debt level should be around 40%-45% of GDP. Household debt levels beyond 65% of GDP invites financial crisis risk.

Thailand is certainly a middle-income economy with per capita income of US$7,000 (256,700 baht). Unfortunately, the country passed the sustainable household debt threshold with 43.5% of debt/GDP 20 years ago, in 2004, and broke the crisis debt level of 66.2% of debt/GDP in 2011 after the launching of the "First Car Programme" in which the government offered up to 100,000 baht in rebates.

After that programme, Thais seemed to be addicted to debt acquisition causing household debt to GDP to balloon to 91.3% at present.

Debt is the first big problem of the economy. The second big problem is the alarming deterioration of economic potential (productivity) which can be seen in 18 months of continuous contraction in manufacturing activities.

Before the Tom Yum Kung crisis in 1997, Thai economic potential was about 7.2%. That is why GDP growth was able to bounce back to 7.2% in 2003 after the economy stabilised. It is estimated that economic potential receded to 2.8% after Covid, a figure which I think could be overestimated.

By the way, I was told that the manufacturing index would rise for the first time in April 2024. But it is nothing to be cheerful about as it is a result of a low production base in April last year. Songkran in 2023 was the first real Songkran after two years of Covid and travel restrictions. Workers took leave and went home longer than usual, causing MPI in April 2023 to drop 8.7%.

The reason why economic potential plummeted so fast is a lack of investment to improve productivity. For a developing economy, investment growth should increase at least 5% a year to maintain economic potential. Three years prior to the Covid outbreak, average investment (fixed capital formation) growth was 2.6%. After Covid, average investment growth for 2022-2023 dropped to 1.75%. Investment growth for Q1/2024 is, drum roll please, negative 4.2%.

Try to relate movements of investment growth figures and subsequent GDP growth figures. With inadequate investment to raise (or, at least, maintain) productivity, no one should be surprised to see the Thai GDP growth rate drop and drop and drop.

To become a healthy economy, Thailand must change from a consumption-led economy to a production-led one. The problem is that the country cannot afford the 10-20-year timeframe for proper structural change. Structural change is an ideal concept, but as Keynes once said, "in the long run we are all dead".

Thailand needs efficiency improvement NOW. The only possible option is "cheating" through deep depreciation of the baht.

The Bank of Thailand is right to say that deprecation would not help exports much. The bank tried and failed. The reason is that Thailand mostly exports intermediate products, not finished ones. Thailand is a small part of the global supply chain and has no command over world markets. Even finished products, such as motor vehicles, are exported under foreign brands. Therefore, the depreciation has to be very deep -- say over 20% -- to make a change in the supply chain.

It always amuses me when the government says we must find new markets for exports. How? Does the government means finding new markets for Thailand-produced Toyotas and Hondas? Or finding new markets for printed circuit boards fabricated under Taiwan's specifications?

Deep depreciation comes with deep, expensive prices. The first one is import inflation. When the Japanese yen depreciates 11.3% within one year, it triggers 2.4% of import inflation with Japan imports equivalent to 21.2% of GDP. But a 20% depreciation of the baht would cause 13.6% of import inflation with imports equivalent to 68.1% of GDP for Thailand.

The second problem is wide-spread bankruptcies among Thai corporates. As of Q4/2023, corporates borrowed $121 billion from abroad. A 20% depreciation would mean an additional 890 billion baht of debt burden. Most corporates would fail to come up with the additional baht to repay foreign loans.

However, the second problem could be eliminated by the Bank of Thailand selling "backward" foreign exchange forward contracts. This could not be done during the 1997 crisis as the BoT had inadequate foreign reserves. The first problem of import inflation is much more difficult to manage but not impossible.

Some 20% of baht depreciation probably would raise productivity by 10% which would put Thailand back in the global competitiveness game. I am fully aware that "cheating" has prices to pay but it is probably the only option available for a quick fix. Structural changes would need 10 years to take effect. I, and most Thai people, cannot wait that long.

The crisis of 1997 did not have this problem of household debt. Household debt was probably less than 40% of GDP at that time (and government debt was merely 15% of GDP). The effective way to solve 91.3% of household debt to GDP is to cut the debt level by half to 45.6% of GDP. It is not possible to do through the banking system as all banks would go bankrupt. It has to be done through a government/BoT mechanism.

If one gives the job of debt restructuring to banks, they would only do a "window dressing" job so as to minimise financial/accounting losses. Therefore, most debts would not be "restructured" but would simply be "postponed".

A "cashless" fund (or many cashless funds) would be set up to purchase half of household loans from financial institutions. The payment terms would be extended to 25 years, carrying an interest rate of a 25-year government bond (currently 3.4%) plus a 3% management margin.

Interest payments should be made current but a stepped-payment method should be applied for principal repayment, possible with a 2-year grace period.

If the Thai government wants to have "BEEF", please take my advice on deep depreciation and "cashless" debt restructuring funds. At least, it would be a constructive discussion topic during dull economic cabinet meetings where everybody speaks like a broken record.

Chartchai Parasuk, PhD, is a freelance economist.
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																Halfway into his term as city governor, Chadchart Sittipunt still rates himself a five out of 10, which is the same as last year's self-appraisal. Judging from that, we can only hope there is room for improvement.
Mr Chadchart, who ran as an independent candidate, won the 2022 gubernatorial poll by a landslide, sweeping over 1.3 million votes.

In an opinion poll last year, the public response was underwhelming. Mr Chadchart said he would exceed public expectations. But his term so far has been rather quiet, with few stand-out achievements.

In a presentation marking his second year in office, Mr Chadchart said Bangkok is an ideal place for tourists, but residents may find themselves frustrated or exhausted when travelling.

Some say they have a low quality of life. He said the Traffy Fondue online reporting application, which the BMA started in 2022, allows people to lodge complaints and ask for action, with a follow-up system including reaction from concerned authorities.

He claims that city officials now solve problems for complainants quicker than they did before, from two months previously to two days on average now. More than 467,000 out of 590,000 complaints had been tackled, accompanied by a change in mindset among bureaucrats, who have adopted a new service-first approach.

The reality on the ground might be different. Amid the BMA's plan to overhaul pedestrian areas, two people recently lost their lives: a man plunged into a tube well in Lat Phrao, and a motorcyclist in Thon Buri fell into a drain opening on an underpass. Both causes suggest the Traffy Fondue channel might not be enough for the BMA to oversee the safety of its citizens. Mr Chadchart might have to adopt a proactive and preventive approach instead of waiting for the public to complain.

In a press conference to reflect on his record, Mr Chadchart, who promised to end flooding problems during the election campaign, sounded more realistic.

He admits the problem will not be tackled overnight in some areas. But he promised the water would be drained more quickly.

Mr Chadchart mentioned quite a few successes, such as progress in his one million trees planting project and improvements to footpaths in several districts as part of a plan to improve the city's walkability.

He has pledged to increase public spaces by providing more parks. He is still sticking by his "15-minute parks" plan in which green areas are scattered about which residents can reach within a 15-minute walk.

Yet the governor didn't go into detail about how the remaining 400 projects which he promised during the poll campaign would be implemented by the end of his term.

In fact, some ask if Mr Chadchart is really serious about a greener Bangkok. Critics who participated in hearings for a new town plan lashed out at the governor for being "pro-developer''.

If Mr Chadchart cares about the impact of climate change on Bangkok, which is located in a low-lying area, and how the city will mitigate it, he did not address the issue in his presentation.

It's unclear if he is aware of the urban heat island menace, which has intensified given the rise in tall buildings like condominiums and commercial malls in past years. If he is, the governor has to look at the big picture and work out control measures, aggressively confronting the problem. His tiny 15-minute parks may not be the answer.
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																These are crazy times. Biblical disturbances in nature, such as the repeated torrential rain in Dubai or the mass fish die-off in Vietnam's overheated reservoir, seem to mirror our overheated politics and social environment.
At such moments, it is crucial to keep a cool head and analyse all the weird phenomena as closely, objectively and dispassionately as possible. And few phenomena nowadays are weirder than the protests surrounding Israel's bombardment and invasion of Gaza in response to Hamas' terrorist attack last October.

We should acknowledge the rhetoric from some politicised Muslims, such as those who recently demonstrated in Hamburg, Germany, chanting "Kalifat ist die Losung" ("Caliphate is the solution"). And we should concede that, despite the massive presence of Jews among the protesters, there are at least a few true anti-Semites among them (just as there are some genocidal maniacs in Israel).

While many commentators have noted the parallel between today's pro-Palestinian demonstrations and the 1968 student protests against the Vietnam War, the Italian philosopher Franco Berardi points to an important difference. Rhetorically, at least, the 1968 protesters explicitly identified with the anti-imperialist Viet Cong position and a broader socialist project, whereas today's protesters very rarely identify with Hamas and instead are "identifying with despair".

As Berardi puts it: "Despair is the psychological and also cultural trait that explains the wide identification of young people with the Palestinians. I think that the majority of the students today are consciously or unconsciously expecting the irreversible worsening of the conditions of life, irreversible climate change, a long-lasting period of war and the looming danger of a nuclear precipitation of the conflicts that are underway in many points of the geopolitical map".

Signs of this panic are everywhere, so allow me to offer just two examples. First, last month, 12 US senators sent a letter to the International Criminal Court threatening it with sanctions should it decide to issue an arrest warrant for Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.

Although this was strictly a Republican undertaking, President Joe Biden's administration has also pressured the ICC not to charge Israeli officials over war crimes committed in Gaza. Such threats signal nothing less than the demise of shared global values. Though this ideal was always somewhat hypocritical, governments at least upheld it in spirit.

The second recent example supports the same conclusion. On May 4, France (complying with a German-issued visa ban) denied entry to Ghassan Abu-Sitta, a British-Palestinian surgeon who was scheduled to provide testimony to the French Senate on what he had witnessed while treating victims of the war in Gaza. With such crude acts of censorship and marginalisation happening before our eyes, it is no longer an exaggeration to say that our democracies are crumbling.

Everyone knows that the situation in Gaza is unacceptable. But a great deal of energy has been devoted to postponing the kind of intervention that the crisis requires. After the Oct 7 attacks, Israel emphasised the raw realities of what Hamas had done. Let the images speak for themselves, Israeli authorities said. The brutal killings and rapes had been recorded by the perpetrators and were there for everyone to see. There was no need for complex contextualisation.

Can we not now say the same about the Palestinian suffering in Gaza? Let the images speak for themselves. See the starving people in packed improvised tents, the children slowly dying as Israeli strikes continue to reduce buildings to ruins, then to rubble and then to dust.

So, what should the Biden administration do? For starters, the US can join the global initiative to recognise Palestine as a state. Far from being an obstacle to peace in the Middle East, Palestinian statehood is a precondition for serious negotiations between the two sides. By contrast, rejecting (or endlessly postponing) such recognition will inevitably support the fatalistic conclusion that war is the only option.

Strange as it may sound, we are witnessing one of the downsides of America's loss of hegemonic power (as was also the case with the US withdrawal from northern Syria and then Afghanistan). Ideally, the US would simply invade Gaza from the sea, re-establish peace and order, and provide the population with humanitarian assistance. But don't count on it. One can always rely on the US to miss an opportunity to deploy its remaining imperial power for a good cause. (c)2024 Project Syndicate

Slavoj Zizek, Professor of Philosophy at the European Graduate School, is International Director of the Birkbeck Institute for the Humanities at the University of London.
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									Beyond the hype: Gauging AI's true economic impact								

															

																According to tech leaders and many pundits and academics, artificial intelligence (AI) is poised to transform the world as we know it through unprecedented productivity gains. While some believe that machines soon will do everything humans can do, ushering in a new age of boundless prosperity, other predictions are at least more grounded. For example, Goldman Sachs predicts that generative AI will boost global GDP by 7% over the next decade, and the McKinsey Global Institute anticipates that the annual GDP growth rate could increase by 3-4 percentage points between now and 2040. For its part, The Economist expects that AI will create a blue-collar bonanza.
Is this realistic? As I note in a recent paper, the outlook is far more uncertain than most forecasts and guesstimates suggest. Still, while it is basically impossible to predict with any confidence what AI will do in 20 or 30 years, one can say something about the next decade because most of these near-term economic effects must involve existing technologies and improvements to them.

It is reasonable to suppose that AI's biggest impact will come from automating some tasks and making some workers in some occupations more productive. Economic theory provides some guidance for assessing these aggregate effects. According to Hulten's theorem (named for economist Charles Hulten), aggregate "total factor productivity" (TFP) effects are simply the product of the share of tasks that are automated multiplied by the average cost savings.

While average cost savings are difficult to estimate and will vary by activity, there have already been some careful studies of AI's effects on certain tasks. For example, Shakked Noy and Whitney Zhang have examined the impact of ChatGPT on simple writing tasks (such as summarising documents or writing routine grant proposals or marketing material), while Erik Brynjolfsson, Danielle Li, and Lindsey Raymond have assessed the use of AI assistants in customer service. Taken together, this research suggests that currently available generative-AI tools yield average labour-cost savings of 27% and overall cost savings of 14.4%.

What about the share of tasks that will be affected by AI and related technologies? Using numbers from recent studies, I estimate this to be around 4.6%, implying that AI will increase TFP by only 0.66% over 10 years or by 0.06% annually. Of course, since AI will also drive an investment boom, the increase in GDP growth could be a little larger, perhaps in the 1-1.5% range.

These figures are much smaller than the ones from Goldman Sachs and McKinsey. If you want to get those bigger numbers, you either must boost the productivity gains at the micro level or assume that many more tasks in the economy will be affected. But neither scenario seems plausible. Labour-cost savings far above 27% not only fall out of the range offered by existing studies; they also do not align with the observed effects of other, even more promising technologies. For example, industrial robots have transformed some manufacturing sectors, and they appear to have reduced labour costs by about 30%.

Similarly, we are unlikely to see far more than 4.6% of tasks being taken over, because AI is nowhere close to being able to perform most manual or social tasks (including seemingly simple functions with some social aspects, like accounting). As of 2019, a survey of essentially all US businesses found that only about 1.5% of them had any AI investments. Even if such investments have picked up over the past year and a half, we have a long, long way to go before AI becomes widespread.

Of course, AI could have larger effects than my analysis allows if it revolutionises the process of scientific discovery or creates many new tasks and products. The recent AI-enabled discoveries of new crystal structures and advances in protein folding do suggest such possibilities. But these breakthroughs are unlikely to be a major source of economic growth within 10 years. Even if new discoveries could be tested and turned into actual products much faster, the tech industry is currently focused excessively on automation and monetising data rather than on introducing new production tasks for workers.

Moreover, my own estimates could be too high. Early adoption of generative AI has naturally occurred where it performs reasonably well, meaning tasks for which there are objective measures of success, such as writing simple programming subroutines or verifying information. Here, the model can learn on the basis of outside information and readily available historical data.

But many of the 4.6% of tasks that could feasibly be automated within 10 years -- evaluating applications, diagnosing health problems, providing financial advice -- do not have such clearly defined objective measures of success and often involve complex context-dependent variables (what is good for one patient will not be right for another). In these cases, learning from outside observation is much harder, and generative AI models must rely instead on the behaviour of existing workers.

Under these circumstances, there will be less room for major improvements over human labour. Thus, I estimate that about one-quarter of the 4.6% tasks are of the "harder-to-learn" category and will have lower productivity gains. Once this adjustment is made, the 0.66% TFP growth figure declines to about 0.53%.

What about the effects on workers, wages, and inequality? The good news is that, compared to earlier waves of automation -- such as those based on robots or software systems -- the effects of AI may be more broadly distributed across demographic groups. If so, it will not have as extensive an impact on inequality as earlier automation technologies did (I estimated these effects in my previous work with Pascual Restrepo). However, I find no evidence that AI will reduce inequality or boost wage growth. Some groups -- especially white, native-born women -- are significantly more exposed and will be negatively affected, and capital will gain more than labour overall.

Economic theory and the available data justify a more modest, realistic outlook for AI. There is little to support the argument that we should not worry about regulation, because AI will be the proverbial rising tide that lifts all boats. AI is what economists call a general-purpose technology. We can do many things with it, and there are certainly better things to do than automate work and boost the profitability of digital advertising. But if we embrace techno-optimism uncritically or let the tech industry set the agenda, much of the potential could be squandered. (c)2024 Project Syndicate




Daron Acemoglu, Institute Prof of Economics at MIT, is a co-author (with Simon Johnson) of 'Power and Progress: Our Thousand-Year Struggle Over Technology and Prosperity' (PublicAffairs).
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									How green is the energy from our hydro dams?								
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																Thailand's National Energy Plan (NEP), a blueprint for the country's energy strategy from 2023 to 2037, has earned praise for its noble goal of increasing the use of clean, renewable energy. The plan states that by 2050, half of the electricity consumed locally must be clean and renewable energy -- solar cells, wind, biomass, small nuclear and hydro dams.
It must be noted that a large share of renewable energy comes from hydro dams, most of which are built on the Mekong River in the territory of the Lao PDR. The Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand (Egat) has signed agreements with Laos to buy 10,500 megawatts of electricity from hydro dams built in Laos -- ie the 1,285-megawatt Xayaburi, Don Sahong, Luang Prabang, Pak Beng, and Pak Lai dams.

These schemes are co-invested by Thai investors. In terms of the energy business, the Mekong River has become a hot spot for investors to build hydro dams to sell to governments that are trying to reduce emissions. For instance, Thais have invested in major dams that sell electricity to Egat.

The hydro-dam industry has a unique contractual obligation. For instance, hydro dams selling electricity to Egat will sign a so-called "take-or-pay" contract -- a price-guaranteed contract to draw investors to place huge sums of money to build large public infrastructure projects.

Despite Thailand having an overall 30% surplus of electricity, Egat must buy all energy produced from these schemes, including unused electricity. Egat then transfers energy purchase costs in the electricity monthly bill under the category of "Ft" (Fuel Tariff) in monthly bills. That explains why hydro dam projects are a good investment.

While making electricity from water flow appears friendly, policymakers largely sideline issues such as environmental and social impacts. Such debate is crucial, as the world is facing environmental problems and competition over natural resources.

In terms of carbon emissions, methane gas from hydro dams is often ignored. Methane is one of the greenhouse gas emissions. It might be lesser known, but it is more than 80 times as potent as CO2. According to the International Energy Agency, since the Industrial Revolution, it has contributed around 30% to global warming.

An academic study, "'Reservoir CO2 and CH4 emissions and their climate impact over the period 1900-2060'", carried out by Sara Mercier-Blais, Research Associate at the Universite du Quebec a Montreal (UQAM), stated that one billion tonnes of carbon dioxide (CO2) of methane come from reservoirs, some of which are large dam reservoirs.

Methane is generated in freshwater sediments through microbial decomposition of carbon-rich organic matter in oxygen-depleted conditions, prevalent in environments like tropical swamps, peat bogs, and waterlogged soil in reservoirs, as well as rice fields and dairy farms.

Methane emissions from reservoirs (hydroelectric and others) accounted for 5.2% of anthropogenic methane emissions in 2020.

Despite this, Mercier-Blais warns that some new reservoirs expected to be built in warmer climates in the future could potentially involve higher methane emissions, depending on the site.

Governments have tried to reduce methane on a global scale. Hence, about 150 countries have committed to the Global Methane Pledge, aiming to reduce methane emissions from human activities by 30% from 2020 levels by 2030. It needs to be said that the Thai government delegates who attended the COP in Glasgow did not join the Global Methane Pledge.

Large hydro-dam schemes, such as the largest dam in the world, the Three Gorges Dam in China, have been criticised for the environmental and social impacts they caused. Thousands of communities were uprooted for the construction of the Three Gorges Dam.

Closer to our memory is the Pak Mun Dam. The small hydro dam was built over three decades ago on the Mun River in Ubon Ratchathani province. Built and operated by Egat, the benefits of this 136-megawatt hydro dam were overshadowed by the lasting social and ecological impact it caused. Despite the hydro dam producing a small amount of electricity only during the wet season when water in Mun River is abundant enough to run the turbine, communities relocate. Local free fisheries were replaced by commercial fish farms after the dam structure was built.

Dams built on crucial transboundary rivers like the Mekong also face similar criticisms.

The Mekong River Commission (MRC), a regional body overseeing the use of the river, has warned that planned mainstream dams could result in the loss of one million tonnes a year of Mekong fish catches. The MRC also forecasted that the flow of sediment and nutrients to the Mekong Delta in Vietnam would be reduced by nearly 100%, which would seriously impact the Vietnam farm economy that relies on nutrient-rich alluvial sediment carried downstream. The Mekong Delta produces about 50% of Vietnam's rice and accounts for 30% of the country's GDP.

Upstream Chinese hydropower projects and existing Mekong tributary projects in Laos have already changed the annual Mekong flood pulse. In April, Vientiane experienced a few hours of blackout after the water in the Mekong ran dry. The abrupt change in water levels is linked to upstream dams collecting water in their reservoirs to produce electricity. Downstream, the change in the water level in the Mekong River has affected the annual expansion of Tonle Sap Lake and drastically reduced the Tonle Sap fish catch in Cambodia. The change in the Mekong water flow has also increased river bank erosion.

The Social Impact Assessment (SIA) conducted in 2010 for the Xayaburi Dam project, in consultation with the MRC, indicated that approximately 4,000 households would be directly affected. However, International Rivers (IR), an international environmental NGO, challenged that the actual impact could be much larger, affecting up to 200,000 people.

The question is how countries on the Mekong River or communities can measure the real impact of dam projects. Any projects proposed on the lower Mekong must be tabled for discussion among the governments of the four countries -- Thailand, Laos, Cambodia and Vietnam -- that signed the Mekong Agreement in 1995 and formed the Mekong River Commission (MRC). They cannot veto the projects; they only raise concerns about negative transboundary impacts.

Look at the environmental impact study of the Pak Lay Dam. In 2018, Save the Mekong--a coalition of civil society organisations in the Mekong region -- publicly stated that at least 90% of the Social Baseline Conditions section of the Pak Lay Dam report had been directly used in the Pak Beng Dam project, rendering the report unsuitable for consideration as Pak Beng Dam is still under construction.

The Luang Prabang Dam, positioned only 25 km upstream from Luang Prabang City -- a Unesco World Heritage site and the ancient former capital of Laos -- raises particular concerns. Critics warned about the impact of seismic activity due to the dam's location. It is also under construction.

A decision on an energy project is challenging, especially when environmental factors such as emission reduction and social and ecological impact are involved. After all, energy policy is a complicated matter. Policymakers cannot make simple trade-off decisions based on financial viability.

We must constantly ask our policymakers and ourselves: is this choice good for the environment? Is there any better option that does not require us to trade off between energy and social and ecological impacts?




Kongpob Areerat is a communications manager and researcher at Climate Finance Network Thailand (CFNT), a think tank devoted to propelling sustainable financial practices and assisting in Thailand's transition towards a low-carbon economy. Access to previous articles and related data can be found at https://climatefinancethai.com.
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									Europe's carbon border tax fights climate change								

															

																The European Union's Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM), officially launched in October, now requires importers to report on the direct and indirect greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions embedded in the goods they import. Beginning in January 2026, the EU will start imposing tariffs on imports from countries that do not price carbon at the bloc's market rate, which could significantly affect carbon-intensive producers among its trading partners.
The EU's new carbon-pricing regime may seem like a potential source of international discord, adding to the already overcrowded agenda of daunting global challenges. But a closer look suggests that the CBAM could represent the most effective global path towards achieving the Paris climate agreement's ambitious emissions-reduction goals.

In 1994, when the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change entered into effect, it was clear that getting countries to agree to and comply with limits on GHG emissions would be extremely difficult, owing to the substantial economic costs. While market mechanisms like carbon pricing or tradable emission permits were viewed as a promising way to minimise these costs, many believed they could never work because public opinion in most countries was far less supportive of market-based approaches than it was in the United States.

Moreover, there was no plausible way to incentivise or enforce carbon-cutting agreements, as it was assumed that many countries would simply refuse this implied violation of their national sovereignty. Given the free-rider problem, international proclamations of ambitious climate targets were widely expected to amount to nothing more than empty pledges.

Thirty years later, the situation has changed. In 2005, the EU successfully established its Emissions Trading System, which functions as an open market for trading emission permits. Now, the CBAM - designed to prevent "leakage" when regulated industries move production from countries with strict environmental regulations to those with more lenient ones -- may hold the key to establishing a global carbon-pricing regime.

Under the CBAM, countries that do not tax GHGs will, in effect, face tariffs on their exports to the EU in six carbon-intensive "pilot" sectors: aluminium, iron and steel, cement, fertilizers, hydrogen and electricity. More industries are to be added by 2030. Importers will have to purchase import permits, the cost of which will be equal to the market price of carbon within the EU -- EU77 (3,000 baht) per ton as of Thursday -- minus any carbon price that suppliers pay in their own countries.

By taxing GHG emissions, the CBAM will give EU trading partners that export carbon-intensive goods a powerful incentive to establish carbon-pricing mechanisms and CBAMs of their own. This would enable participating governments to collect revenue that would otherwise be collected by European governments, which they could then use to invest in domestic priorities, finance green development projects, and cover fiscal gaps. As more countries join, the economic pressure on holdouts to follow suit is expected to increase.

While some might argue that such trade penalties are incompatible with World Trade Organization rules and could support trade protectionism, the EU claims this will not happen with the CBAM. Specifically, the mechanism's non-discriminatory design should render it consistent with WTO rules.

Most countries are just beginning to formulate policy responses to the CBAM. In December, the United Kingdom, which has its own domestic emissions market, decided to follow its continental neighbours and adopt a similar border-adjustment mechanism. Turkey is also developing its own carbon border tax, while Australia and Canada are reportedly considering similar measures.

In the US Senate, proposals for CBAM-type frameworks could be part of a move in the right direction. Without setting a national carbon price domestically, however, such a system would be discriminatory.

While countries like China, India, and South Africa have challenged the CBAM, the EU's new regime may prompt them to develop their own carbon-pricing mechanisms to mitigate the impact on their exports and GDP.

Countries facing CBAM charges may eventually respond by adopting robust carbon-pricing regimes.

This could be the best chance the world has to facilitate the technological, production, and consumption changes needed to avert catastrophic climate change.

I am grateful to Kimberly Clausing, Robert Stavins and Catherine Wolfram for helpful comments. (c)2024 Project Syndicate




Jeffrey Frankel, Professor of Capital Formation and Growth at Harvard University, served as a member of President Bill Clinton's Council of Economic Advisers. He is a research associate at the US National Bureau of Economic Research.
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																Once again, the Corrections Department has become the subject of public suspicion over the issue of impartiality. This time around, it concerns Vonnarat Tangkaravakoon, a key culprit in the biggest stock market fraud and the majority shareholder of cable and wire manufacturer Stark Corporation.
A group of Thai investors who were cheated on their Stark Corporation investments last week lodged a petition with Justice Minister Tawee Sodsong demanding the truth about Vonnarat's medical treatment at the Police General Hospital (PGH).

After losing their money, the investors felt as if they were "robbed" for a second time when Vonnarat was granted the privilege of staying comfortably on the 14th floor of the PGH instead of being incarcerated at Bangkok Remand Prison.

The investors' petition prompted the acting director of the Corrections Hospital to shed light on the situation when he confirmed that Vonnarat was initially treated for swollen testicles at the Corrections Hospital on Feb 13 but was eventually sent to the Police General Hospital on April 23 after it was discovered he had a malignant lump on his left testicle.

It's no surprise that Vonnarat's tale of a life-threatening illness has been similarly compared to the suspected fairy tales told by the Corrections Hospital and the PGH over the reported illnesses of other paroled inmates, including former prime minister Thaksin  Shinawatra.

Thaksin's unusually quick recovery from his reported illnesses following his PGH discharge, which saw him fit and strong enough to travel around unaided, speaks volumes that claims of life-threatening ailments made by the two hospitals are anything but true.

Thai prisons under the supervision of the Corrections Department are something akin to the "twilight zone" and are beyond the reach of the law and public scrutiny.

Once a person is convicted and sentenced to serve time in prison, his or her destiny rests with corrections officials.

There have been countless reports of prisoners staying comfortably with all the conveniences of a free man if they have the financial means.

Some have been quietly sent home to live within  the confines of their home in order not to provoke  suspicion.

It is fair to say that Thai prisons are only meant for the poor.

Because of the severity of the Stark fraud case and the extensive damage done to thousands of people, the main culprit of the fraud, dubbed "the biggest robbery" in the history of the Thai stock market, should be treated like other inmates.

The ideal purpose of imprisonment is to restrict the freedom of individuals who break the law of society, and it is the cost that they have to pay so they will not repeat the same mistake. It is not an act of revenge.

As such, privileged inmates such as Vonnarat must be sent back to prison if their illnesses are proven to be fabricated. If he is really sick, he should be sent back when he recovers.

More importantly, similar treatment must be equally applied to all inmates.

The case of Thaksin, Vonnarat and other unreported cases should warrant the creation of a mechanism to counter-check the Corrections Department; otherwise, the verdicts of the court to imprison wrongdoers, particularly the rich, are pointless exercises that only reveal how corrupt the justice system has become.
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																India, with 968 million eligible voters, is currently holding the largest exercise of democratic rights in the world. Elections are being held in India from April 19 to June 1, and the results will be declared next Tuesday. Prime Minister Narendra Modi's ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) -- the world's largest political party -- is widely expected to win.
The BJP has come to dominate India's electoral landscape for several reasons: it focused relentlessly on building its organisational strength, promoted meritocracy, widened its voter base, and competently delivered benefits to the poor.

Socially conservative but economically centrist, the BJP was formally established in 1980, though its roots lie in the Bharatiya Jana Sangh, a party that emerged in the 1950s to offer a Hindu nationalistic, laissez-faire alternative to that era's prevailing socialist mindset. The BJP has been in power for about 19 of the 77 years since Indian independence: three years from 1977, 13 days in 1996, one year in 1998, five years from 1999, and ten years since 2014. Thus, it has retained the DNA of a challenger despite winning 303 of the Lok Sabha's 543 seats in the 2019 elections, when the Indian National Congress, the second-largest party, won only 52.

After making a dent in parliament in the late 1960s, the BJP formed the first-ever non-Congress government in the late 1970s, following Indira Gandhi's suspension of civil liberties. Owing to broad sociological developments in the late 1980s, regional caste-based parties started gaining ground. With Congress having jeopardised its standing by repeatedly adopting erratic political positions, the BJP's religious messaging helped it unite Hindu society, resulting in the first non-Congress government ever to last a full term.

The past decade saw a similar pattern. In 2014, the vacuum created by complacency within Congress and succession-related challenges in regional parties enabled the BJP to become the first party to win an outright majority in the Lok Sabha since 1984. Thereafter, it gradually built a near-hegemonic position.

In a country dominated by political dynasties, the BJP stands out for its commitment to meritocracy. In this year's parliamentary election cycle, it replaced roughly one-quarter of its current MPs with new candidates, demonstrating both a detailed knowledge of electoral dynamics and a capacity for tough decision-making. This regular churn keeps everyone on their toes and protects the party against capture by narrow groups.

While the BJP was primarily supported by upper-middle-class, urban, privileged Hindus 30 years ago, it has since built a broader political base. In 2019, it won 37.6% of the rural vote, 32.9% of the semi-rural vote, 36% of the lower-income vote, and 33-48% of the vote from various lower castes. Those results reflect the groundwork laid by the party's ideological parent, the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh, an organisation founded in 1925 to advance a vision of India as a "Hindu nation," and which combines a volunteer paramilitary wing with grassroots economic rehabilitation and social work.

Yet, despite its explicitly Hindu-nationalist agenda and muzzling of the Muslim community, the BJP has also increased its share of the vote among religious minorities. While only 4% of Muslims voted for it in 2009, that figure rose to 9% in 2014 and to 19% in 2019, compared to 30% for Congress that year, with the rest going to fragmented regional parties.

India's direct benefits programme is by far the most tangible source of the BJP's mass appeal. In 2023, the government distributed US$60 billion to more than 900 million beneficiaries through 4.9 billion transactions involving 315 government schemes and 54 ministries. That is a marked change from 40 years ago when Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi complained that only 15% of Indian government spending on welfare programmes reached the intended beneficiaries.

Few commentators appreciate the conscious efforts that BJP leaders make to stay abreast of developments on the ground. In 2014, the party instituted its Sahyog policy, whereby a rotation of serving ministers make themselves available at party headquarters, so that staffers can engage with them directly. Some 200 people participate in these meetings every day, offering direct feedback.

The BJP also offers a strong aspirational narrative. Mr Modi's government has fostered a can-do spirit with widespread infrastructure investments that include the construction of 75 new airports in the last decade, last year's G20 summit which was showcased across India, and a $5 trillion GDP target. India is now far more prominent on the world stage; this has captured the national imagination.

Mr Modi amplifies the BJP's strengths. He is the most charismatic prime minister in recent memory, and he has a firm grip on the issues. These attributes have made him one of the world's most popular leaders, with an approval rating of 78%, according to Morning Consult.

Many of the BJP's strengths are also sources of criticism: its nationalist ideology gives it blind spots, Mr Modi's popularity can lead to hubris, and its cadres can become a source of organisational rigidity. The BJP will need to guard against the pathologies of incumbency, lest it starts looking like Congress. As the BJP thinks about its legacy, it should internalise an old Indian proverb: "Forts decay from the inside." (c)2024 Project Syndicate




Gaurav Dalmia is Chairman of Dalmia Group Holdings, an Indian investment company.
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																The latest public opinion poll by the King Prajadhipok Institute is just another survey showing the atrophy of the Pheu Thai Party.
The poll, released on Sunday, shows that Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin is in fourth place, with 8.7% support, among seven potential premier candidates if a general election were to be called soon.

The Move Forward Party (MFP), meanwhile, would win 208 parliament seats, almost twice as many as Pheu Thai's estimated 105.

As predicted, Pheu Thai executives dismissed the study. Commerce Minister Phumtham Wechayachai described the survey -- with a plus or minus 5% margin of error -- as "just another one of the far too many polls" that he could not distinguish. Mr Srettha, despite mentioning respect for public opinion, said he did not want to put the blame on the delayed fiscal budget disbursement.

The poll reflects Pheu Thai's struggles, which have failed to return it to its former glory. What voters remember are Mr Srettha's overseas trips and local visits. There is nothing wrong with our PM travelling overseas or behaving like a salesman as long as he brings home real projects. So far, our PM has only profusely promised that foreign investors will bring funds to invest in Thailand.

At home, the government's digital wallet scheme has yet to make inroads, and so too have mega infrastructure projects like the Land Bridge in the South. The digital wallet, touted as a flagship economic stimulus, is suffering from a lack of funds.

But those are not the only problems.

Critics, including experts and local vendors, question whether the 500-billion-baht handout will benefit the local economy or just enrich retail shops owned by big companies.

A Pheu Thai plan to raise the daily minimum wage to 400 baht has also suffered setbacks as the tripartite wage committee refused to accommodate the initiative.

Its "soft power" policy -- a successor to the former creative economy scheme --has failed to make a splash. Voters see only plans to stage cooking, Thai boxing, tourism, culture and fashion events without having the potential benefits explained to them.

It is undeniable that Pheu Thai ruined its own image when it dumped the MFP and joined hands with conservative parties linked to coup makers.

But the heart of the matter is that Pheu Thai has never recovered. The party keeps shooting itself in the foot.

The justice ministry's treatment of former PM Thaksin by letting him serve jail time on the 14th floor of the Police General Hospital is simply disgraceful. What is more shocking is that convict-on-parole Thaksin may not even be able to rescue the party now.

His attempt to broker peace in Myanmar drew risks. His trips to the provinces only attracted the same elderly supporters. Thaksin is becoming irrelevant to young voters and even some of his peers, who crave more excitement in politics to match the daring of the MFP.

The cabinet reshuffle, which resulted in three ministers resigning, only made matters worse. Mr Phumtham shot himself in the foot with a plan to sell 10-year-old rice from Yingluck Shinawatra's rice-pledging scheme.

Politicians, regardless of political affiliation, should serve the people and make Thailand a country of hope. So, it would be desirable to see Pheu Thai's executives wake up and actually think and act properly.

The party seems to be on its way to losing its political mojo for good.
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        New feasts for your palate
        Bangkok is a city that never sleeps, at least in the restaurant department. Blink and you'll miss another new restaurant opening. Guru By Bangkok Post is making sure that even if you blink, you don't miss out on the new openings that are worth mentioning.

      

      
        New movies out this week: May 30-June 5
        New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.

      

      
        Understanding and preventing sports injuries
        Sports injuries are a common occurrence that can affect weekend warriors, amateurs, and seasoned professional athletes alike. The physical demands of sports activities inherently carry the risk of injury. However, similar injuries can also occur in active individuals such as explorers, factory workers, and others, not being strictly limited to sports.

      

      
        Celebrating a new generation
        At the Thailand Cultural Centre earlier this month, the Thai Youth Orchestra (TYO) supported by B.Grimm presented its first concert of the year titled "Ode To Joy & The Changing World Order".

      

      
        Chiang Mai talent show returns for second round
        After the huge success of "Chiang Mai Talent Episode 1" a month ago, Glom, a groundbreaking Chiang Mai-based theatre company, returns with "Episode 2" set to be filmed on June 22. Auditions are now open for video submissions until June 16.

      

      
        Witness impressive illusions and magic at M Theatre in Bangkok
        After a great response last year, "The Magicians Thailand's Greatest Magic - Live In Bangkok" will return for a second year with the same crew ready to bring the wonder of magic, on June 15 at 2pm and 6pm and June 16 at 2pm. The venue is M Theatre, New Phetchaburi Road.

      

      
        Greenpeace stages event in BKK
        Greenpeace Thailand invites everyone to the "Rainbow Warrior Ship Tour 2024: Ocean Justice" to learn more about stories of the sea, at Museum Siam, Sanam Chai Road, on Saturday and Sunday from 10am to 6pm.

      

      
        Get special deals at Centara Grand Hotel Osaka
        To celebrate its first anniversary, Centara Grand Hotel Osaka is offering special deals for guests who book before Aug 15 for stays between June 1 and Sept 30.

      

      
        A weekend in Vientiane
        Just a 45-minute drive across the First Thai-Lao Friendship Bridge and with a linguistic resemblance to the Isan dialect, Vientiane is one of the most welcoming destinations for Thais seeking a weekend experience. This humble town radiates the allure of a bygone colonial age and its laid-back lifestyle allows visitors to avoid any rushing.

      

      
        Fireplace Grill and Bar Turns Up the Heat with Sizzling New Menu
        In a city where culinary trends ebb and flow with the seasons, Fireplace Grill and Bar at the InterContinental Bangkok stands as a testament to timeless elegance and culinary excellence. This venerable establishment, with roots stretching back to 1966, is unveiling a refreshed menu that pays homage to its storied heritage while embracing the dynamic flavours of the present. Starting 10 June 2024,...
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									New feasts for your palate

									The last few months have seen the arrival of new restaurants in Bangkok
								

								Bangkok is a city that never sleeps, at least in the restaurant department. Blink and you'll miss another new restaurant opening. Guru By Bangkok Post is making sure that even if you blink, you don't miss out on the new openings that are worth mentioning.
								Fireplace Grill and Bar

Building upon an already storied legacy, Fireplace Grill and Bar, at the InterContinental Bangkok, is relaunching itself as a grill and not just a steakhouse. It is also introducing a revamped menu from a fairly new executive chef. 
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Complimenting its renowned selection of meats with seafood dishes, the spread also pays homage to the restaurant's most beloved offerings -- the heritage series. Since 1966, Fireplace Grill and Bar has been garnering a reputation for offering an array of meats and seafood. Think top-shelf Australian beef to fresh lobsters from Nova Scotia.
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Executive chef Gaetano Palumbo has chosen dishes with great care. "Creating this menu was a step-by-step process that focuses on the three main key pillars that form the core of this relaunch. First, we thought about which heritage dishes we wanted to keep. Second, to relaunch the restaurant as a grill, we made sure to offer a balanced mix of seafood and meat options, starting with appetisers like Seared foie gras and Scottish brown crab, and continuing with main courses like Pan-fried toothfish and Stanbroke Sanchoku Wagyu striploin. It's a menu that aims to please all palates. Last but not least, our unique table-side service adds to the experience, which showcase the years of mastery among the restaurant's staff," he explains.
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Also on the appetisers menu is chilled seafood like Kaviari Oscietra Prestige caviar and Akami tuna present novel ways to savour the ocean. 


"Though we have relaunched the restaurant as a grill, the heritage series still has the classics. Favourites include Escargots a la Bourguignonne, French onion soup, Fresh line-caught Dover sole served with sauteed broccolini and garlic oil, and the legendary Stockyard prime rib. These dishes honour the history of Fireplace," adds chef Palumbo.
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Long favoured are the Prawn cocktail and Tournedos veal Rossini. Rounding out the appetiser section are Butter-roasted Canadian lobster and Sicilian red prawns in a tagliolini. These are matched in the steak selection with prime choices from Japan, the United States and Australia. Main course choices of Charcoal half baby chicken and Australian lamb rack. 


The Stanbroke Sanchoku Wagyu beef striploin is cured in house with Stilton. "Our method of ageing beef with cheese is something we take great pride in. We've opted for Stilton for its ability to infuse the meat with a luxurious richness. This choice isn't just about the flavour but also about ensuring the ageing process is just right. The microbes and enzymes in Stilton help us achieve a perfectly aged result, striking a delicate balance that maintains moisture without sacrificing tenderness. It's a meticulous approach that guarantees every bite is bursting with flavour and succulence," explains the chef.
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Fireplace Grill and Bar also takes pride in offering the exquisite Matsusaka A5 beef from Japan to the Blackmore M8-9 from Australia and the incomparable Mayura Wagyu beef M8-9.
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There are few things better than ending a meal with another classic -- the Crepes Suzette, flambeed tableside, naturally. Alongside the revamped menu is a wine list of more than 240 labels encompassing family-owned vineyards and well-known estates. Crafted cocktails are also on offer alongside a live jazz performed by Coco LaShaun every Thursday. Visit the hotel's website.




Jyak & Lym

Having opened mid-December last year, Jyak & Lym has gained quite the fan-following with locals and expats.
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 One of the few restaurants to offer Malaysian Peranakan cuisine in Bangkok, the restaurant in a shop house on Soi Suan Phlu is reminiscent of those in Georgetown, Penang. "The restaurant name comes from 'jyak', which means eat in Hokkien and 'lym' means to drink," explains banker-turned-restaurant-owner Jonathan Goh. 
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"Having been in the banking sector since I was 23, I wanted to do something different. I also dabbled in cooking on the side as it is my passion," says Goh. Soon Goh and his business partner and friend decided to open a restaurant in a city that they both love, and Jyak & Lym was born.
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"I was looking for restaurant spaces around Sathon because it is an area that I am very familiar with. It was by chance that we found this shop house with a rooftop," says Goh. 
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Coming from a Peranakan family in Penang, Goh's menu is all of his family favourites and dishes he enjoys cooking. The menu offers dishes that one would expect. The classic Wok-charred char kway teow, I was told by a Malaysian friend, was good. The day I visited the restaurant, they had sold out of the dish, so I may have lost out on the "wok hey".

There is also Curry kapitan chicken, which is a rich, spicy and savoury coconut milk chicken curry with potatoes. The Chicken satay (that sauce was good!) and the Asam pedas fish are also worth ordering. The Curry laksa satisfies any craving one might have. The creamy coconut milk-based broth has a good blend of chillies, nuts, spices and herbs that delivers the  distinctive Nyonya flavour. Served with silky smooth sliced chicken and a choice of noodles -- either egg or rice vermicelli. 
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Not too far behind is the Asam laksa, the quintessential dish from Penang. "Asam" is the Bahasa/Malay word for tamarind, which is used to give the fish stock its sour flavour. At Jyak & Lym, the dish is cooked with mackerel, sliced cucumbers, pineapple and onions complete this dish. And, to get the full essence of the broth, a good dollop of prawn paste sauce for an extra oomph! Every dish uses local ingredients and those  imported directly from Malaysia like the belachan.
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Jyak & Lym describes itself as a "Peranakan vertical dining establishment". The restaurant spans five floors, each floor designed to immerse diners in the vibrant culture of Malaysia (and Batik). Each level offers a different decor, which at times can be overwhelming. A full-service bar that seats 20 and can double up as a private space is on the fourth floor. Here, the cocktails are inspired by Malaysian flavours. The enclosed rooftop has hand-painted wall art and seats 40. Probably my favourite spot in the vertical dining space. Visit the restaurant's website.



The Pablo Bangkok

Bangkok is hardly a stranger to unusual names that most of the time have nothing to do with the establishment. Named after the infamous Colombian, The Pablo Bangkok has opened its doors as the newest all-day dining spot in town.  
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Though the concept is "brunch and bar", the all day-dining spot is more suited to evening shenanigans. Decorated in modern vintage style, the dark blue tones contrast with soft leather couches and wood furniture.
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The brunch menu comprises two pages of eggs cooked in different styles. Choose from Eggs Benedict with salmon gravlax and (an unsplit) citrus hollandaise. Though if gravlax isn't your thing, there is Paris ham on offer, too. 


The all-day dining menu is a melange of pastas, tapas, salads, pizzas and quesadillas. This isn't a menu with any direction but one that offers tummy comforts. The Tuna ceviche Thailandia has Thai spices, which gives it a bit of a kick. I've had a craving for Caesar salad since April and The Pablo's satisfied it. 
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Enter the main courses and then it gets tricky, and I was left wondering what Fish & Chips is doing on the menu. But this is Bangkok, a melting pot of cuisines, so no complaint despite the surprise. The fish used is sea bass (which would not have been my choice), but I couldn't find fault with it or with the tartare sauce. Though someone really needs to tell the chef that said dish should come as advertised -- with chips and not French fries. 
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There is even a steak on the menu in the form of Grilled Australian Rangers Valley, a 270-day-aged striploin served with grilled vegetables and red wine sauce. The Pablo serves Monsoon Tea and coffee from Galyani Vadhana in Chiang Mai; Pha Lang; and Doi Chang in Chiang Rai. 
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The Pablo has an extensive list for spirited drinks. The Cilantro Y Forest is a gin-based cocktail that uses coriander, while the Truffle Negroni is a more spirit forward cocktail. Visit the restaurant's website.
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									New movies out this week: May 30-June 5

									Adam Driver goes silver in 'Ferrari'
								

								New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.
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 Beomjoedosi (The Roundup Punishment)


Directed by Heo Myeong Haeng.

Who's in it?

Lee Beom-su, Derek Chouinard and Lee Dong-hwi.

What's it about?

Detective Ma Seok-do joins the Cyber Investigation Team to nab Baek Chang-ki, a former mercenary and the head of an online gambling organization.

Why watch it?

A step into modern crime.
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 Semester 3


Directed by Sorrawit Muangkaew,  Asada Likhitboonma,  Nontawat Bring Benjaphon and Arunkorn Pik.

Who's in it?

Tata Chatchai, Um Issaya, Ad Awat, Jump Phisitphon, Marsh Jutawut, Praewa Nichaphat and Mark Siwat.

What's it about?

A freshman initiation ritual that has become a terrifying legend in Thai universities.

Why watch it?

"The Thai horror film of the year."
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 Das Lehrerzimmer (The Teacher's Lounge)


Directed by Ilker Catak.

Who's in it?

Leonie Benesch, Anne-Kathrin Gummich and Rafael Stachowiak.

What's it about?

When one of her students is suspected of theft, teacher Carla Nowak decides to get to the bottom of the matter. Caught between her ideals and the school system, the consequences of her actions threaten to break her.

Why watch it?

Official submission of Germany for the 'Best International Feature Film' category of the 96th Academy Awards in 2024.
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 Ferrari


Directed by Michael Mann.

Who's in it?

Adam Driver, Shailene Woodley and Giuseppe Festinese.

What's it about?

Set in the summer of 1957, with Enzo Ferrari's auto empire in crisis, the ex-racer turned entrepreneur pushes himself and his drivers to the edge as they launch into the Mille Miglia, a treacherous 1,000-mile race across Italy.

Why watch it?

Christian Bale was cast in the lead role in late 2015 but dropped out because he didn't have enough time to gain the necessary weight for the role. Hugh Jackman was the first actor to replace Bale, until Adam Driver took over the role in January 2022.
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									Understanding and preventing sports injuries

									Explore common sports injuries, their causes, and effective treatments to maintain an active, healthy lifestyle
								

								Sports injuries are a common occurrence that can affect weekend warriors, amateurs, and seasoned professional athletes alike. The physical demands of sports activities inherently carry the risk of injury. However, similar injuries can also occur in active individuals such as explorers, factory workers, and others, not being strictly limited to sports.
								There are two main types of sports injuries: acute and overuse. Acute injuries result from a sudden impact or forceful movement and include sprains, strains, dislocations, and fractures. Classic examples of acute injuries are a sprained ankle from a missed step or a pulled hamstring during a sprint. On the other hand, overuse injuries develop gradually over time due to repetitive stress on a particular body part, with tennis elbow and golfer's elbow being common examples.

The most common sports-related injuries involve the wrist, ankle, shoulder, and knee. Several factors contribute to these injuries, including improper technique and equipment, inadequate warm-up and cool-down routines, overtraining, and pushing beyond physical limits. Understanding these injuries, their causes, and prevention is crucial for staying healthy and active. Once an injury occurs, knowing the best approach for prompt and proper treatment is essential to facilitate recovery and prevent complications.

This article delves into the prevalent shoulder and knee sports injuries, detailing their causes, symptoms, and treatment approaches to promote rapid and successful recovery.

Shoulder Injuries

The shoulder is one of the most mobile joints in the human body. Its unique anatomical structure, including the shallow socket of the shoulder blade (scapula) and the versatile range of motion provided by the surrounding groups of muscles and tendons, makes it prone to injuries due to decreased stability. The most common types of shoulder injuries are rotator cuff tears and shoulder dislocations.

1. Rotator Cuff Injury: The rotator cuff consists of four shoulder muscles and tendons that join and hold the head of the humerus to its shoulder blade socket. They converge, fuse, and work together like a cuff around the shoulder joint to facilitate arm movements. This injury is common and increases with age.


	Cause: Repetitive overhead motions, reaching upward, or sudden forceful impact.

	Symptoms: Constant pain, weakness, restricted movements, and difficulty lifting the affected arm.

	Treatment:



1. Rest: Avoid activities or postures that aggravate the injury.

2. Ice Therapy: Apply ice packs to the affected area for 15-20 minutes every 2-3 hours, multiple times daily, to reduce inflammation.

3. Physical Therapy: Exercise and muscle stretching to enhance the stability and flexibility of the shoulders.

If the condition does not improve, it is advisable to consult a doctor. For severe injuries involving torn ligaments, surgical repair may be necessary.

2. Shoulder Dislocation: The shoulder, with its remarkable range of motion, is also prone to dramatic injury--dislocation. Dislocations occur when the two bones of the joint, the humeral head and the socket in the shoulder blade (glenoid cavity), become separated. This is usually accompanied by the tearing of supporting capsule ligaments, tendons, muscles, bone, and neurovascular injuries in severe cases. 95% of dislocations are anterior, but posterior or inferior dislocations are possible depending on the mechanism and direction of the impacting forces.


	Cause: A forceful impact or sudden, extreme rotation can cause the humeral head to pop out of its shallow joint socket.

	Signs and Symptoms: Intense pain, swelling, a visibly deformed shoulder, weakness, and an inability to move the arm.

	Treatment:



1. Seeking medical attention is crucial to reduce the humeral head back into its joint socket and assess any associated injuries and damages.

2. Immobilise the shoulder by putting the arm in a sling to promote healing.

3. Physical Therapy: Exercise to regain strength and maintain range of motion.

Surgery may be necessary for some patients who develop recurrent dislocations or fractures.
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Knee Injuries

Knees are prone to injuries, especially among athletes in sports or activities involving high-impact collisions or pivoting to change direction. Common knee injuries include anterior cruciate ligament (ACL) tears or ruptures and meniscus injuries.

1. ACL Injuries: An ACL injury is a tear or sprain of the anterior cruciate ligament, a strong band of fibrous tissue that plays a critical role in maintaining knee stability by preventing the shinbone (tibia) from sliding forward excessively relative to the thighbone (femur).


	Cause: Sudden stopping while running, pivoting to change direction, landing awkwardly from a jump, or direct impact to the knee.

	Treatment:



- R.I.C.E. Method: Rest, ice, compression, and elevation to reduce potential complications.

- Surgery for instability, associated injuries, and failure of conservative management may be necessary. Patients with ACL injuries should discuss their circumstances, including lifestyle, activity level, occupational demand, and goals, with their orthopaedic surgeon to determine the most appropriate treatment plan.

2. Meniscus Injuries: The meniscus is a crescent-shaped rubbery cartilage that sits within each knee joint, providing cushioning, lubrication, and stability to the knee.


	Cause: Meniscus injuries typically result from excessive twisting or rotating of the knee while bearing weight on it. A weakened meniscus due to degenerative changes with ageing is more susceptible to injuries.

	Symptoms: Pain, swelling, stiffness, catching or locking of the knee, and difficulty straightening the knee fully.

	Treatment:



- Treatment for meniscus injuries can start with traditional remedies, including rest, ice, and physical therapy, which play a crucial role in regaining strength, flexibility, and stability in the knee joint.

- Arthroscopic surgery may be necessary in some cases to repair or remove the torn meniscus.

Injuries to the shoulders and knees can significantly reduce mobility and function, especially during sporting activities or vigorous exercise. Early awareness of such injuries and timely treatment and rehabilitation play a crucial role in regaining full function and preventing long-term complications. Minimally invasive arthroscopic surgeries are suitable for treating shoulder and knee injuries in individuals who do not respond to conservative treatments or have limitations due to their activity levels, lifestyle, or occupational demands. Following a doctor's treatment guidance and seeking advice are essential for effective recovery from injuries, returning to favourite activities, and living an active lifestyle with strength and confidence.



Author: Sorawut Laoratanavoraphong, M.D, Anuchart Lalitwongchai, M.D, Wirat Kongcharoensombat, M.D., Ph.D.  Orthopedics Sports Medicine Surgeon, Orthopedics Clinic, MedPark Hospital. Tel. +66 2023 3333.

Series Editor: Katalya Bruton, Healthcare Content Editor and Director, Dataconsult Ltd. Dataconsult's Thailand Regional Forum at Sasin provides seminars and extensive documentation to update business on future trends in Thailand and the Mekong Region. Contact: info@dataconsult.co.th Tel: 662-233-5606/7
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									Celebrating a new generation

									From local compositions to Beethoven, the Thai Youth Orchestra, with support from B.Grimm, showcases remarkable versatility
								

								At the Thailand Cultural Centre earlier this month, the Thai Youth Orchestra (TYO) supported by B.Grimm presented its first concert of the year titled "Ode To Joy & The Changing World Order".
								The TYO, founded in 1986 by Dr Saisuree Chutikul, aims to nurture aspiring musicians towards professional and international careers, offering orchestral training and making classical music more accessible to Thai people. Since 1990, the TYO has been operating under the Department of Cultural Promotion and, since 2006, under the Royal Patronage of the late Princess Galyani Vadhana Krom Luang Naradhiwas Rajanagarindra.

B.Grimm, the longest-established company in Thailand serving for 145 years, continues to show its commitment to the arts through another successful event. This concert featured works described as past, present and future, reinforcing the theme of the changing world order and reflecting the progress of composers. The TYO performed three pieces, making the event digestible for even casual audience members.

The evening began with the Kinnari Overture conducted by Suthipong Tantivanichkij, assistant conductor of the TYO. This particular piece set the tone for the evening as composer Pantawit Kiangsiri, co-founder of Pantawit Music Production Corp, intended Kinnari Overture as a gift to the Kinnari Music Festival, a symphony programme for international school students in the Asia Pacific region.

The meaning of Kinnari is a celestial musician, part human and part bird, who, as a couple, are musically paradigmatic lovers in Hinduism and Buddhism. Much like the mythical kinnaree, this piece has a gentle melody that is a tribute to the traditional symbol of feminine beauty, grace and accomplishment. The music, in a word, could be described as triumphant in its character. It was an energetic beginning to the performance, highlighting the skills of young musicians and the serenity of a composition from Thailand.

[image: ]

George Gershwin's Rhapsody In Blue is his most famous work, inspired by the Boston-New York train. The masterpiece combines European symphonic music and American jazz, showcasing inimitable melody and piano prowess.

This rendition had Chakrit Khanonvej on piano, and he was a standout. Chakrit's countless accomplishments and strong foundations allowed him to perform the solo for such a monumental piece in American music history. The orchestra brought to life original jazz styles and evoked the original inspiration of the train, with its steely rhythms and rattle-ty banging.

The youthful energy of the performance was evident, and the introduction of the saxophone meant that audiences who expected pure classical sounds were treated to unconventional yet jubilant music. This piece served as an excellent bridge to the intense symphony to come, radiating with, as Gershwin describes, a metropolitan madness and kaleidoscope of America.

After the intermission was the epic final act, Beethoven's Symphony No.9, his longest and most complex work. Dr Akkrawat Srinarong, the conductor for this piece, has worked to develop the TYO through years of training. He is clearly committed to improving the quality of classical music in Thailand.

Ludwig van Beethoven's revolutionary 9th Symphony is, without question, one of the greatest works in the classical repertoire. To honour the choral element of this piece four soloists -- soprano Zion Daoratanahong, alto Alisa Jesakul, tenor Wasin Pornphongsa and baritone Dr Kittinant Chinsamran -- contributed vocals to the finale. Alongside them were members of the Thai Youth Choir, Bangkok United Choir and The Bangkok Voices, led by choir master Rungtum Kiatsrichart.

The sheer scale of the performance was mammoth yet humble in nature. For two centuries, the 9th Symphony has been played and listened to. This rendition captured elements of its history, yet commemorated a sense of impressiveness from the collective synergy of the orchestra, choir and soloists. The distinct and memorable Ode To Joy, the titular motif, symbolised hope, unity and friendships across borders and through conflicts.

[image: ]

For over a century, B.Grimm has cemented itself in Thai culture and society, especially through its commitment to a new generation of artists. Countless activities, foundations and performances in arts and culture have been possible due to the contributions of the company.

The mission to cultivate classical music in the younger generation and make it accessible to all by empowering music education is a goal of the Thai Youth Orchestra, which places itself uniquely in Thailand's music landscape. Whilst not a professional orchestra, it draws crowds to collectively appreciate the wonder of Thai talent and their ability to perform demanding and complex pieces.

There is a simplicity in the motivation of the TYO, centred around a love of music. This concert brought joy to everyone and showcased the conviction and drive of the next generation of artists, and a shared love for music.
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									Chiang Mai talent show returns for second round

									
								

								After the huge success of "Chiang Mai Talent Episode 1" a month ago, Glom, a groundbreaking Chiang Mai-based theatre company, returns with "Episode 2" set to be filmed on June 22. Auditions are now open for video submissions until June 16.
								Hailed as Chiang Mai's most anticipated talent competition, this is a series of themed shows with each filmed in front of a celebrity panel and focusing on a specific style.

Held under the theme "Singing Talent", "Chiang Mai Talent Episode 2" is open to everyone with a voice to share their song with the world -- be it kids, adults, groups or solo performers of all levels and abilities.

Performances can be anything from operatic renditions to pop covers, rap, kids music and everything in between. They can be in Thai, English or other languages.

The winner and runner-up will take home a cash prize of 15,000 baht and 5,000 baht respectively, while all competitors will get the chance to earn paid work with Glom in future theatre and show productions. Winners will also be invited to perform in a talent show extravaganza set for December this year.

Sitting in the panel as guest judges will be singer and city sweetheart Lanna Commins, and The Voice competitor and tutor Kanyaphak "Ming" Khan.

Auditions should be recorded in landscape orientation in a quiet space and submitted to glomcnx@gmail.com by June 16.

Visit bit.ly/4avZUYf.
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									Witness impressive illusions and magic at M Theatre in Bangkok

									
								

								After a great response last year, "The Magicians Thailand's Greatest Magic - Live In Bangkok" will return for a second year with the same crew ready to bring the wonder of magic, on June 15 at 2pm and 6pm and June 16 at 2pm. The venue is M Theatre, New Phetchaburi Road.
								Presented by Get Life Management, organiser of the famous "Pantomime In Bangkok" and "Bangkok Street Show", and Vich Projection, a pioneer of theatre magic, the full-scale show promises to be even more spectacular as top new-generation magicians from Thailand and overseas will amaze the audience with groundbreaking global-level performances of five new styles.

Custom-designed and newly-crafted equipment, with some pieces weighing over 300kg, will be imported specifically for an illusion show. The audience will also be captivated by surprises in a magic show, while some will get the chance to get up close with magicians.

Also prepare to have a good laugh at a comedy magic set to uplift spirits, and participate in a mind-reading performance that leaves you astonished.

The performers include Patrick Kun, a veteran Thai magician who competed in America's Got Talent Season 16 and is also a consultant of the legendary David Copperfield; Sagar Choksi, a mentalist magician with more than 20 years of experience in mind reading and known for his sleight of hand artistry; and Charles & Tada, a magician duo from Thailand hailed as one of the most entertaining in Asia with over a million subscribers on their Charles The French YouTube channel.

[image: ]
Young-Min. 



The last is VK Vich, winner of the prestigious BMC World Performing Arts Award from France and creator of many theatrical and magical shows in and outside of Thailand, with more than 19 awards under his belt from various shows and competitions. He will also act as host of the show.

Set to add more excitement to this year's performances as special guest will be Young-Min, the best and only sand illusionist from South Korea whose "Sands Of The Desert" earned him first prize at the FISM World Championship of Magic 2015. This masterpiece never fails to impress and excite audiences and has received amazing reviews.

Tickets cost 1,200, 1,500, 1,800 and 3,000 baht and can be purchased from Thai Ticket Major outlets (visit thaiticketmajor.com).

Visit facebook.com/TheMagiciansThailand, instagram.com/themagicians.th or  call 02-090-2902.
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Patrick Kun. 
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VK Vich.
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									Greenpeace stages event in BKK

									
								

								Greenpeace Thailand invites everyone to the "Rainbow Warrior Ship Tour 2024: Ocean Justice" to learn more about stories of the sea, at Museum Siam, Sanam Chai Road, on Saturday and Sunday from 10am to 6pm.
								The event will feature an interactive underwater exhibition showing the history of Rainbow Warrior, the iconic Greenpeace ship that has sailed around the globe to fight for environmental justice. There will also be photo exhibitions highlighting the beauty and threats to our oceans.

Other activities include a marching band performance with an "Ocean Justice" theme by Debsirin Samut Prakan School on Saturday at 11am, followed by a greeting with the Rainbow Warrior captain and crew who will also share their experiences onboard the ship.

Visitors are invited to help paint a 6m banner titled Ocean Peace, designed by Sahred Toy; have fun with Ocean Sculpture made from marine debris by a female eco artist from Phuket; turn ocean trash into keychains in a workshop by Tanntalay; and learn step-by-step soil preparation techniques, planting and basic composting in a workshop by Veggie Prince. On Sunday, the event will conclude with a screening of Solids By The Seashore, a Thai movie about a romantic relationship between two young women emerging amidst environmental challenges and the erosion of the shoreline.

The screening will start at 6.30pm, followed by a movie talk with the lead actor Rawipa "Prae" Srisanguan, and Apisak "Namning" Tassanee from Beach for Life, at 8.30pm.

The Rainbow Warrior will also tour Thailand, sailing first near Chumphon province from June 8-9 and ending at Chana in Songkhla on June 22-23. The tour aims to raise public awareness about ocean protection, specifically on the threats to the Gulf of Thailand posed by climate change and unsustainable fishing.

There is no admission fee. To register, visit greenpeace.or.th.
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									Get special deals at Centara Grand Hotel Osaka

									
								

								To celebrate its first anniversary, Centara Grand Hotel Osaka is offering special deals for guests who book before Aug 15 for stays between June 1 and Sept 30.
								Guests can enjoy 20% savings on Flexible Rates, daily breakfast for two, Y=5,000 (1,165 baht) dining credit, 25% off treatments at the Spa Cenvaree, a complimentary welcome drink atop the hotel's breathtaking rooftop oasis and a special anniversary keepsake.

As the first in Centara Hotels & Resorts' portfolio in Japan, this hotel represents elegance, seamlessly blending Thai hospitality, family values and Japanese culture. It won the prestigious Nikkei Asia Award at the 2023 Nikkei Superior Products and Services Awards, underscoring the hotel's commitment to providing world-class service, innovation and industry leadership.

Visit centarahotelsresorts.com/centaragrand/1st-year-anniversary.

[image: ]

Chiang Mai comes to life for Pride Month

The ancient Lanna city comes to life during "Chiang Mai Colorful Pride Month 2024" as historic Tha Pae Gate, Rin Kham Intersection and Khua Lek Bridge are decked out in a brilliant array of creative art installations until June 30.

From 4-8pm, Tha Pae Gate will be turned into an open stage for the "Random Dance" programme, in which a group of LGBTI artists come share their abilities with residents and tourists.

Visitors to Neighborhood Chiang Mai, a community and creative space, can vote for their favourite photos in an exhibition and contest that will take place from June 10-30. The event will wrap up with a talent competition and market at the Pantip Lifestyle Hub and front of Dusit D2 Chiang Mai from June 28-30.

Visit facebook.com/chiangmaicolourfulpridemonth2024.
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Kalasin celebrates Bun Bang Fai Praewa Festival

The northeastern town of Kalasin is celebrating its traditions with the Kalasin Bun Bang Fai Praewa Festival that takes place until June 2 at Praewa Silk Phu Thai Cultural Arts Center.

Located in Kham Muang district, the festival features a procession of 20 beautifully decorated rockets, multimedia light and sound shows, a Praewa design contest and workshops, an exhibition, and cultural performances to showcase Phu Thai cultural heritage.

Visit facebook.com/tatkhonkaenoffice.
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Emirates to refurbish more aircraft

Emirates is expanding its retrofit programme to 191 aircraft after modernising 43 of its A380s and 28 of its Boeing 777s to guarantee passengers have unparalleled travel experiences.

The airline has refitted 22 of its A380 aircraft, and the first Boeing 777 will have its interior refreshed in July of this year. It will take about two weeks to refurbish each Boeing 777 and the First Class cabin will be fully remodelled.

New Business Class seats will make a debut on the aircraft in an updated 1-2-1 seating configuration, in addition to 24 latest Premium Economy seats, giving customers more options.

The Emirates Boeing 777 will feature 332 seats in four classes, including eight First Class suites, 40 Business Class seats and 260 Economy Class seats. To make room for the new Premium Economy cabin, 50 Economy seats will be removed.

Emirates currently operates its refurbished A380 aircraft outfitted with Premium Economy to New York JFK, Los Angeles, San Francisco, Houston, London Heathrow, Sydney, Auckland, Christchurch, Melbourne, Singapore, Mumbai, Bangalore, Sao Paulo and Dubai. Early next month, the airline will add new cabins to Osaka.
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									A weekend in Vientiane

									The Lao capital offers a charming blend of colonial history, cultural landmarks and modern amenities
								

								Just a 45-minute drive across the First Thai-Lao Friendship Bridge and with a linguistic resemblance to the Isan dialect, Vientiane is one of the most welcoming destinations for Thais seeking a weekend experience. This humble town radiates the allure of a bygone colonial age and its laid-back lifestyle allows visitors to avoid any rushing.
								    





						

							
						


From the northeastern town of Nong Khai, it's easy to take a bus to the capital of Laos or catch a train to Thanaleng Railway Station, which is 14km from Vientiane. The good news is that travellers may now have a new option to save time and money in the near future.

Two weeks ago, the Lao National Railway State Enterprise and the State Railway of Thailand started a trial run of a new cross-border service that connects Thanaleng Railway Station to Vientiane Khamsavath Station. The official launch of the service is expected to take place in the coming months.

For this trip, my travel companions and I opted to take an early morning flight from Bangkok to Vientiane. We were greeted with a regionally inspired breakfast that blends French and Vietnamese flavours, transporting us back to the time of European colonisation in Southeast Asia.

Pairing fresh herbal beverages and coffee, the best-selling dishes are special pork combo banh mi (Vietnamese-style sandwich filled with ham, marinated pork, vegetables and sweet and spicy sauce), pork spare ribs rice noodles, vegetarian bun (egg and tofu rice noodles served with fresh spring rolls), and bun cha (grilled pork rice noodle). Since all food is offered in big portions for sharing, customers are advised to order properly in order to minimise waste.
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We began our sightseeing tour at That Luang (Great Stupa) where we were amazed by an intricate Lao-style structure. Looking around, visitors can travel back in time to the 3rd century when the pagoda was built to house Lord Buddha's breastbone from Sri Lanka in an attempt to expand Buddhism throughout Southeast Asia after a group of Indian monks arrived in Vientiane.

As time passed, it was replaced by a Khmer-style sanctuary until King Setthathirat moved the capital from Luang Prabang to Vientiane and rebuilt it in 1566. But when Burmese, Chinese and Siamese troops invaded Laos in the 18th and 19th centuries, this gold stupa was destroyed and abandoned.

Between 1900 and 1930, the French undertook extensive renovations to this sacred national monument. Reminiscent of miniature stupas, it is encircled by three-tiered walls rising from a square base. With the naga-like stairs acting as guards, visitors can pay homage to the Buddha statues in pavilions that stand in the centre of each side.

The cloisters have been turned into an exhibition gallery featuring a wide selection of Lao and Khmer-style artefacts excavated in the town, such as a Tailue-style wooden Buddha statue from the 18th century, a sizable Lan Xang-style Buddha head made from lime mortar in the 17th century and an ancient Khmer-Bayon-style boundary stone, which was crafted between the 11th and 13th centuries to resemble a Buddha statue in meditation posture.

A five-minute drive from the temple, we reached Patuxai Victory Monument, which is reminiscent of the Arc de Triomphe in Paris. Situated in the heart of the town, this monument was erected between 1957 and 1968 as a tribute to the Lao people who lost their lives fighting for independence from France, as well as against earlier occupiers Siam and Japan.

[image: ]
That Luang's cloister displays Lao and Khmer-style Buddha statues and paintings.
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With a combination of European and Lao architectural arts, it boasts four towering arched doorways and a bright blue ceiling depicting several Hindu deities and mythical creatures like Vishnu, kinnaree and the elephant Erawan. During the day, visitors are allowed to ascend the roof and take in the views of the Mekong River and city. There's also a musical fountain show to watch at night.

After that, we headed to Cosi Vientiane Nam Phu to get some rest. Opened in March, this is the brand's first overseas property and the newest addition to Nam Phu Square, which is flanked with a string of historical sites and tastefully decorated cafes and eateries that make it easy for guests to get around.

With the Total Travel Freedom concept prioritising comfort, convenience and connectivity, this new lifestyle hotel offers 95 vibrant, eco-friendly rooms in three types -- Cosi, Plus and Family, with sizes ranging from 18m2 to 39m2.

On the ground floor, a cafe corner with compact snack shelves stands in the modern multipurpose lobby where visitors can enjoy delicious pastries and coffee or tea as they check in. Here, you will receive a free daily food and beverage credit of 66,000 kip (110 baht) which can be used at any time for breakfast or light snacks.

Additionally equipped with high-speed Wi-Fi, plugs and USB hubs, the living area and co-working space is a favourite hangout for students and digital nomads throughout the day. On each floor, the vividly painted walls illustrate historical sites and popular tourist attractions, encouraging visitors to design their own routes. On the 8th floor, there's also a self-service laundry room and a tranquil rooftop pool with stunning views of cityscapes and sunsets.

I spent one night in an 18m2 Cosi room with a bright colour scheme to create an energetic feeling. My room was small but functional with everything needed for modern life. The bed was very comfy, a yellow headboard provided plug sockets and USB ports, and a smart TV allows guests to connect with entertainment applications on their smartphone.

[image: ]
Laos Nam Phou Park once served as the first morning market in Vientiane.



Apart from a blue mini fridge and orange safety box, the open closet takes inspiration from classic pulleys used by local residents to collect drinking water from Nam Phou, the sole draw-well in Vientiane during the French colonial era.

"As an affordable lifestyle hotel, our goal is to provide guests convenience and comfort. Nowadays, travellers just need a clean room with a comfy bed, water, lightning-fast internet, plug outlets and USB connections. Our hotel uses smart hospitality TVs to ensure guest safety, and their accounts are instantly removed from the system upon check-out," said Pasin Nopsuwan, a general manager.

"In Vientiane, most eateries and bars close by 11pm, so our lobby is designed to serve as a hub where people can come to hang out day or at night. Our hotel has received permission to manage the Nam Phou Fountain. We plan to turn it into a relaxing place where local residents and tourists can come and enjoy live music performances and fun activities during the winter."

Once our batteries were recharged, we caught a glimpse of Laos Nam Phou Park which stands next to our hotel, and cast our imaginations back to the colonial era when this spot was developed into the city's first morning market in 1912. It became a gathering place for local vendors and merchants from neighbouring provinces to exchange goods before being transformed into a fountain around 50 years ago. There, the ruin of the original drinking well is still visible.

[image: ]
Vientiane Night Market.
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When its fountain lit up in the evening, we realised it was time to explore the local dining and nightlife scene. Within a five-minute stroll from the hotel, the Vientiane Night Market is packed with hundreds of vendors selling a variety of reasonably priced fashionable clothes and accessories. It was a utopia for passionate shoppers like my friends, who were astonished by stunning clothes priced between 31 and 400 baht.

Not far, Walking Street in the Vientiane New World neighbourhood draws hundreds of tourists and residents with a colourful range of street food such as BBQ pork, Korean fried chicken, spicy meat skewers marinated with Sichuan pepper, grilled eggplant with spicy sauce and spicy seafood salad.

Before departing the city the following morning, I had a five-minute walk from the hotel to Vat Sisaket, which is home to a highly revered Lan Xang-style statue of Luang Pho Saen. In 1818, Chao Anuvong, the last king of the Lan Xang kingdom, built this exquisite temple in a perfect combination of early Bangkok and Lao architectural designs.

Inside, the ordination hall's walls sport striking murals that portray the life of Prince Pookkharabat in the Balasankhya Jataka, who used his magic fan to prevail in several wars. Peering up, the walls also feature a collection of 2,052 tiny Buddha statues that represent harmony.

Outside, the cloisters are adorned with more than 6,000 Buddha statues made from wood, stone and bronze that date from the 16th to 19th centuries. Also on view is hang hod, an ancient naga-shaped wooden trough, which is used to pour blessing water on Buddha images during New Year celebrations.

[image: ]
Walking Street in the Vientiane New World neighbourhood.
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My walking tour ended at Hor Phra Keo, which stands on the other side of Setthathilath Road. Originally built in 1565 as the private chapel of the Lao royal family, this temple once housed the holy Emerald Buddha statue until the Siamese took it back in 1778.

Furnished with intricately carved wooden elements, it has been turned into a museum to display Lao artefacts such as a gilded throne, Khmer Buddhist stone tablets, wooden carvings, bronze frog drums and palm-leaf manuscripts.

Travel info

Until July 31, Cosi Vientiane Nam Phu is offering special promotions with room rates starting at US$58++ (2,125 baht). Guests will receive a daily food and drink credit, free Wi-Fi, additional 15% discount and X3 points when booking as a CentaraThe1 member. Visit centarahotelsresorts.com/cosihotels/czvl/laos-awakening.

[image: ]
Vat Sisaket was constructed by Chao Anuvong, the last monarch of the Lan Xang kingdom.
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Hor Phra Keo was the former private chapel of the Lao royal family and once housed the famous Emerald Buddha statue.
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Cosi Vientiane Nam Phu.
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That Luang was rebuilt by King Setthathirat in 1566.
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									Fireplace Grill and Bar Turns Up the Heat with Sizzling New Menu

									Discover the perfect blend of premium meats and exquisite seafood at Fireplace Grill and Bar, honoring its legacy since 1966.
								

								In a city where culinary trends ebb and flow with the seasons, Fireplace Grill and Bar at the InterContinental Bangkok stands as a testament to timeless elegance and culinary excellence. This venerable establishment, with roots stretching back to 1966, is unveiling a refreshed menu that pays homage to its storied heritage while embracing the dynamic flavours of the present. Starting 10 June 2024, patrons will find a harmonious blend of premium meats and exquisite seafood that reaffirms the restaurant's status as a beacon for Bangkok's epicureans.
								Long celebrated for its European-inspired cuisine, Fireplace Grill and Bar has built a reputation on its exceptional ingredients and meticulous preparation. The revitalised menu continues this tradition, offering an array of dishes that showcase top-shelf Australian beef, succulent Nova Scotia lobster, and other gourmet delights. With this update, the restaurant has struck a delicate balance, enhancing its meat-centric offerings with a robust selection of seafood.

[image: ]

The new culinary journey curated by Gaetano Palumbo, passionate 5-star hotel restaurant scene luminary and co-conspirators, begins with enticing new starters. The Seared Foie Gras and Scottish Brown Crab set the stage with their rich, indulgent flavours. For those drawn to the ocean's bounty, the chilled Kaviari Oscietra Prestige Caviar and Akami Tuna are revelations, presenting fresh and innovative ways to savour seafood. The Butter Roasted Canadian Lobster, Pan-Fried Toothfish, and Sicilian Red Prawns with tagliolini further elevate the experience, each dish a testament to the chef's skill and the quality of the ingredients.

Equally impressive is the steak selection, featuring prime cuts from Japan, the United States, and Australia. The main courses, including Charcoal Half Baby Chicken and Australian Lamb Rack, underscore the restaurant's commitment to excellence and culinary innovation.

We began our tasting with the Ostra Regal Oyster N.2, an embodiment of oceanic perfection. Sourced from the pristine waters of France and Ireland, these super speciale oysters boast a high meat ratio and a perfectly balanced sweet and sour flavour. Nurtured in Clew Bay and Bannow Cove, these oysters are meticulously graded, handled over 60 times to ensure their impeccable shape and superior taste. Each bite offers a delightful crispiness and a long, complex finish, especially when accompanied by a slice of lemon, mignonette sauce, or the flavourful Thai chili hot sauce provided by the restaurant.

[image: ]

The Australian Angus Beef Tartare followed, showcasing the artistry and precision of classic culinary techniques. Hand-cut Angus beef is elevated with the luxurious addition of black truffle, which infuses the dish with an earthy richness that complements the meat's delicate flavour. Parmesan cheese crisps add a contrasting texture, while the toasted brioche provides a subtle sweetness and satisfying crunch. This dish is a harmonious blend of flavours and textures, highlighting the quality of the Australian Angus beef.

[image: ]

Next, we indulged in the Akami Tuna Tataki, a dish as visually stunning as it is delicious. The premium Akami tuna, lightly seared, retains its fresh, clean taste, enhanced by a zesty orange ponzu sauce. The dish is garnished with Ichimi togarashi for a subtle heat and sesame seeds for a nutty crunch. Delicate floral accents and microgreens complete the presentation, creating a sophisticated culinary experience that delights the senses.

[image: ]

The Escargot a la Bourguignonne, a timeless French classic, was another highlight. These tender escargots are bathed in a rich herb garlic butter, teeming with finely chopped parsley, garlic, and shallots. The resulting sauce perfectly complements the subtle earthiness of the snails, each morsel a harmonious blend of buttery richness and herbal freshness. Served with crisp slices of toasted baguette, this dish epitomises French culinary elegance, offering a luxurious and comforting dining experience.

[image: ]

The Canadian Lobster Bisque was a sumptuous celebration of luxury and finesse. This rich, velvety bisque, elevated by bourbon, featured butter-poached lobster that was succulent and tender. Poured tableside over large lobster pieces, the warm, aromatic broth enveloped each morsel, creating a harmonious blend of creamy bisque and tender lobster, accented with delicate herbs. This dish is a must for those seeking an indulgent dining experience.
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The Pan-Fried Toothfish showcased the delicate flavours of this prized fish. With a beautifully crisp skin and tender, flaky flesh, the toothfish was accompanied by a rich sea garden sauce that enhanced its natural sweetness. Creamy mashed potatoes and baby asparagus provided a comforting and fresh contrast, making this dish a menu highlight.

[image: ]

From the extensive selection of premium beef, we sampled three exquisite cuts. The Miyazaki Striploin Wagyu, with A5 marbling, offered a melt-in-your-mouth experience rich in flavour. The Stilton cheese-cured Stanbroke Sanchoku Wagyu Beef Striploin, with marbling of 4-5, presented a unique umami depth. The Stockyard Beef Tenderloin, also with marbling of 4-5, provided a perfectly balanced, tender bite.

Complementing these premium cuts were side dishes that enhanced the overall dining experience. Eryngii mushrooms with garlic and thyme added earthy richness, broccolini with garlic oil, chili, and lime brought a zesty kick, heirloom baby carrots offered a sweet contrast, and maple-glazed baked sweet potato delivered a touch of caramelised sweetness.

[image: ]

To conclude our meal, the Crepes Suzette was a delight beyond expectation. Prepared with a tableside flourish and served with creamy vanilla ice cream and vibrant orange segments, the crepes were bathed in a luscious Cointreau-infused sauce. The sweet and citrusy flavours, coupled with the delicate texture of the crepes, elevated this classic dessert to new heights, leaving us craving more.

Bridging the restaurant's present and past are heritage dishes that represent a tradition of culinary excellence. Starting with Escargots a la Bourguignonne or authentic French Onion Soup, seafood lovers can also enjoy Prawn Cocktail or line-caught Dover Sole. The Tournedos Veal Rossini, Stockyard Prime Rib, and Stanbroke Sanchoku Wagyu Striploin continue to satisfy gourmets, while the heritage dessert spot is exquisitely filled by the aforementioned Crepes Suzette.
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Every dish at Fireplace Grill and Bar is served in a setting that is as comfortable as it is refined. Guests can enjoy views of the dynamic live kitchen or opt for a quieter setting in private rooms. Unique tableside service adds to the grandeur, showcasing the staff's mastery. The renewed menu is complemented by a wine list of over 240 labels and crafted cocktails, perfect for sipping while enjoying live jazz by Coco LaShaun each Thursday evening.

Fireplace Grill and Bar's updated menu continues its finest traditions, offering excellent European-inspired dining for friends, business associates, and family. Conveniently located on the ground level of InterContinental Bangkok, the restaurant is open daily for lunch from noon to 2:30 p.m. and dinner from 6:00 to 11:00 p.m. Reservations can be made by calling +66 (0) 2 656 0444 or emailing dining.bkkhb@ihg.com. For more information, visit InterContinental.com/Bangkok.
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