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        A Border Runs Through Their Families. Now It's a Front Line.
        In northeastern Ukraine, and in the part of Russia it touches, the war strains the emotions of people with relatives, and family histories, that span both sides.

      

      
        Pentagon Opens Ammunition Factory to Keep Arms Flowing to Ukraine
        A plant still under construction in Mesquite, Texas, will soon turn out 30,000 artillery shells each month, roughly doubling current U.S. output.

      

      
        Once a Sheriff's Deputy in Florida, Now a Source of Disinformation From Russia
        In 2016, Russia used an army of trolls to interfere in the U.S. presidential election. This year, an American given asylum in Moscow may be accomplishing much the same thing all by himself.

      

      
        Alito Refuses Calls for Recusal Over Display of Provocative Flags
        "My wife is fond of flying flags," the justice wrote in a letter to members of Congress who had demanded he step down from two cases related to the Jan. 6 attack. "I am not."

      

      
        Americans Raced to Get Their Families Out of Gaza. Then the Border Slammed Shut.
        The closure this month of the Rafah border crossing into Egypt, the only way out for civilians, has thrown an already complicated system into disarray.

      

      
        Hold the French Fries! Paris Olympics Chart a New Gastronomic Course.
        The environment will come first as France tries to revitalize the global image of its cuisine.

      

      
        South Africans Vote, Many Hoping for Change as Seismic as Mandela's Rise
        In a high-stakes national election, the African National Congress, which has governed for three decades since the end of apartheid, may lose its outright majority for the first time.

      

      
        Former Intelligence Chief Tapped as Next Dutch Prime Minister
        Dick Schoof is poised to be the country's first new leader in over 13 years. His selection came as a relative surprise, after more than six months of negotiations to form a governing coalition.

      

      
        New Delhi Sweats Through Its Hottest Recorded Day
        For weeks now, temperatures in several states in northern India have been well over 110, and hospitals have been reporting a rise in heatstroke.

      

      
        Jury Begins Sifting Evidence as It Weighs Trump's Fate in Criminal Case
        Justice Juan M. Merchan explained the 34 charges of falsifying business records that Donald J. Trump faces before jurors went behind closed doors to start their deliberations.

      

      
        Menendez Jurors Hear Audio and See Texts From Seized Phones
        Prosecutors introduced private messages between Senator Robert Menendez and his future wife to show what they say was the start of a bribery conspiracy.

      

      
        Saudi Arabia Eyes a Future Beyond Oil
        The kingdom is trying to juggle its still-vital petroleum industry with alternative energy sources like wind and solar as it faces pressure to lower carbon emissions.

      

      
        Home Insurance Is Clobbering Consumers. Yet It's Barely Counted in Inflation.
        Skyrocketing premiums are hitting homeowners hard, but they barely factor into common price measures.

      

      
        The Delivery Business Shows Why Unions Are Struggling to Expand
        The Teamsters union has made little headway in organizing workers at Amazon and FedEx despite wage and other gains it secured at UPS last year.

      

      
        A Celebration of Frank London's Music Will Be Missing One Thing: Him
        The trumpeter, composer and bandleader who helped revitalize klezmer is battling cancer. But his work hasn't slowed, and his longtime associates are rallying around him.

      

      
        At City Ballet, a Once-in-a-Generation Dancer Arrives
        Mira Nadon, the rising New York City Ballet principal, is coming off her best season yet. And it's only the beginning.
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When Valentina's small town in Russia came under heavy bombardment in March by Ukrainian forces, her daughter Alla, who lives a short distance across the border near Kharkiv, would text her mother to make sure she was all right.



Now that Kharkiv and its surrounding region are under heavy attack by Russia, it's Valentina who is checking with her daughter to make sure that everything is fine. The regular check-ins have continued as fighting intensified across the new front Russia opened this month.



"So she's calling me asking, 'Mom, how is it there? It's so loud here. I think there's something heading your way from our direction. Mom, be careful!'" said Valentina, a dual Russian-Ukrainian citizen who did not want to give her full name out of fear of repercussions for both herself and her daughter in Ukraine.



"I say 'OK, daughter, OK, it's all right. How are you doing?'"



Similar conversations are taking place all along the border region now caught up in Russia's advance on Kharkiv, Ukraine's second-largest city. Life in these areas is not just physically dangerous, it can be emotionally jarring, as sympathies are tested by family bonds that reach across the border.




Valentina surveyed the ruins of a store hit by shelling, in Grayvoron, Russia.





A market selling mostly military clothes in Shebekino.




Like many living in the border regions, Valentina grew up in Ukraine before moving to the Russian town of Grayvoron, six miles over the border, in 1989 to do business. The opposite holds true as well; people who grew up on the Russian side of the border moved to Kharkiv to study, work, and marry.



With relatives in both Moscow and Ukraine, Valentina is one of many locals who feels pain for the civilian casualties on both sides; she said she wants the war to end as soon as possible, sparing lives and also Kharkiv, which she said was a "stunning, beautiful city."



Across Russia's vast expanses, the war its army is waging in Ukraine is an abstraction for most people. But in border towns like Grayvoron and Shebekino farther to the east, it is painfully intimate.



"I have the impression that this war is not some broader war, but a war that is happening in the border zones," said Valentina, who hid in a storage closet near her stall in a local market during the attack in March, even as explosions blew the metal door off its hinges.




Windows shattered by shelling in a residential building where a woman was injured in Shebekino.





A house in Shebekino destroyed by recent shelling.




From the southern part of Shebekino, you can hear the constant thuds of outgoing artillery, and see the smoke rising across the border in the Ukrainian town of Vovchansk, 10 miles away.



"Everyone has people they care about there," said a woman named Tamara, 66, with a slight tilt of the head toward Ukraine. "All of my childhood friends and neighbors live in Volchansk," she said, using the Russian name for the town. Like Valentina and others interviewed, she agreed to talk using only her first name, for fear of retribution.



In the past, she said, she went to Vovchansk every weekend, to buy cheaper goods, especially sausages, at the markets there and visit friends.



"Before, we all lived like one family."



For many residents of Shebekino, this is the second time in a year they are dealing with regular bombardment. Late last May, the town and its prewar population of 40,000 were pelted with artillery for weeks, and when it was evacuated in early June, many homes and apartment complexes had been severely damaged.



Much of the damage has been repaired, and a significant portion of the population returned home. Many are determined to stay this time, especially because the closest city, Belgorod, has become increasingly dangerous.



On a recent Sunday, parishioners of the Saint Nicholas Ratnoy Orthodox church in Shebekino, several miles from the border, shared cake and coffee as explosions cracked in the distance.




"Here in the border regions, we are just so strongly mixed up, inextricably tied together," said Father Vyacheslav, second from right, a priest at an Orthodox church in Russia. Almost half of his wife's family is in Ukraine, he said.





An army recruitment poster in a shelled and burned store in Grayvoron, in Russia. 




"Here in the border regions, we are just so strongly mixed up, inextricably tied together," said Father Vyacheslav, the leader of the church. His wife had almost half of her family in Ukraine, he said.



"Moscow has a special prayer for victory," said Father Vyacheslav. "Our prayers are more about peace. For us, it's more important."



While some of Father Vyacheslav's parishioners have died fighting in the Russian army, and one is in a coma, some others oppose the war.



"It's actually so painful for me, because my niece lives in Kharkiv," said one parishioner, Mikhail, 63. "We text each other and ask, 'Are you all right today after the shelling?' We understand one another."



Mikhail, an ethnic Russian, grew up in Chechnya, the Caucasus region that descended into brutal wars in the 1990s and 2000s. His parents moved to Kharkiv, while he settled in Shebekino. They were a simple car or commuter train ride apart.




Elena Lutseva, 60, with her goats, in Shebekino.





The inside of Elena Lutseva's home.




His background, he said, made him deeply against the war in Ukraine.



"Many relatives here have become enemies," he said. "Over there, a relative will say, 'you are shooting at us,' and the same thing is happening on this side. There's a deep lack of mutual understanding."



Still, others are actively cheering on the Russian soldiers.



"I hope our boys take Kharkiv, so we can have some peace around here," said Elena Lutseva, 60, who lives across the street from the church. She was among 1,500 or so residents who never evacuated last year, determined to take care of her goats and cats, and help more infirm residents.



Ms. Lutseva, whose mother came from Ukraine, parroted the Kremlin's false narrative that Ukraine was run by Nazis and needed regime change. But she acknowledged that among her acquaintances in Shebekino, opinions on the war were split about evenly between pro-Russia and pro-Ukraine.




Tatiana, 19, said, "I'll never believe" that Russian soldiers attacked innocent civilians.





A bus in Shebekino passes a shelled building.




At a concrete-reinforced bus stop near the city's market, mostly shuttered except for stalls selling military equipment, Tatiana vaped outside with some colleagues. She wore a camouflage military-style jacket and said she had many friends among the Russian soldiers. And she said that she stopped communicating with her aunt in Kharkiv, who opposed the Russian invasion.



"My uncle, who is there, was wounded," Tatiana, 19, said, referring to the Kharkiv region. "Later, we started collecting help for our fighters and my aunt started writing nasty things about them."



They exchanged bitter messages, and they no longer speak, she said. Tatiana expressed confidence that Russian soldiers don't attack innocent civilians -- despite ample evidence to the contrary provided by humanitarian groups, foreign news outlets and independent Russian media. "No, I'll never believe it. I would never believe ours would do that," she said.



Later that day, several loud booms reverberated through Shebekino. Many locals sitting in a cafe off the central square barely batted an eyelash, having grown accustomed to the regular intrusions of air raid sirens, and drone and artillery attacks.




Two women and a child seeking shelter during shelling that wounded another woman, who later died.





Shrapnel from the scene where a woman was mortally wounded, in Shebekino.




In the span of a few minutes, the windows of a hospital, a dormitory, and a Soviet-era apartment building had been shattered. Once the air alarm had passed, emergency responders were evacuating a woman with multiple shrapnel wounds, as her relatives looked on in horror. She later died from her injuries. Residents gaped at cars whose windows had been blown out or gashed by shrapnel.



Still, the damage to Shebekino pales in comparison to Vovchansk, which had a prewar population of 17,000 but has now come to resemble other towns utterly destroyed by Russian assaults. Kharkiv itself has been pounded by glide bombs that can deliver hundreds of kilograms of explosives -- most recently, a strike 
at a hardware superstore
 that killed at least 12 people.






Back in Grayvoron, Valentina was reminiscing about how she could visit her daughter and grandkids in Ukraine in exactly an hour by car. That was before the borders closed due to Covid and then the war. She still speaks fondly of her friends and neighbors there.



But while she has soured on President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine -- she initially supported him because of his promises to repair Kyiv's relationship with Moscow -- she can't shake the feeling that her relatives in Ukraine understand the war in a way the ones in Moscow don't.



She mentioned the brutal attack by followers of the Islamic State at the Crocus City Hall concert venue near Moscow on March 22 that killed more than 140 people. Her relatives in Moscow called her, expressing shock and horror. But it occurred while Grayvoron was under heavy fire, shortly after the local market was hit.



"When they called me in so much pain about Crocus, I said 'Forgive me, but we have Crocus here every single day.'" she said. "I feel sorry for people, but I can't tell you that I'm really devastated, because I live here."




Smoke rising into the sky from the direction of a village on the Ukrainian border.





This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/29/world/europe/russia-ukraine-border.html
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In a warehouse off Lyndon B. Johnson Freeway in an industrial area outside Dallas, the future of American military ammunition production is coming online.



Here, in the Pentagon's first new major arms plant built since Russia invaded Ukraine, Turkish workers in orange hard hats are busy unpacking wood crates stenciled with the name Repkon, a defense company based in Istanbul, and assembling computer-controlled robots and lathes.



The factory will soon turn out about 30,000 steel shells every month for the 
155-millimeter howitzers
 that have become crucial to Kyiv's war effort.



Ukraine fired between 4,000 and 7,000 such shells daily for several months in 2023, according to NATO's secretary-general, before infighting among House Republicans 
held up further funding
 for Pentagon arms shipments. Large shipments of American artillery ammunition resumed in April after Congress 
passed an aid package
 that included $61 billion to Ukraine.



The gap led to 
a drastic ammunition shortage for Kyiv
, with Ukrainian troops able to fire only a fraction of the shells shot at them by Russian forces.



To keep Ukraine's artillery crews supplied, the Pentagon set a production target last year of 100,000 shells per month by the end of 2025. 
Factories in Scranton
 and Wilkes-Barre, Pa., together make about 36,000 shells per month. The new General Dynamics facility in Mesquite, Texas, will make 30,000 each month once it reaches its full capacity.



The 100,000-per-month goal represents a nearly tenfold increase in production from a few years ago.



An Ohio-based defense firm called IMT is expected to make up the difference. .



Less than a year ago, the surrounding area here in North Texas was just a dirt field. But with millions of dollars from Congress and help from Repkon, the American defense firm General Dynamics was able to open the factory about 10 months after breaking ground.




Even as the first production line for making 155-millimeter shells is being completed a General Dynamics facility in Mesquite, Texas, workers were already fitting out a second line within the same building.





Bins of parts awaiting assembly at a factory that will turn out 30,000 artillery shells each month when construction is completed.




"Despite all our starts and stops with the government, the continuing resolutions and getting the last supplemental, the industrial base responds when you fund it and it's done right," William A. LaPlante, the Pentagon's top acquisition official, said in an interview with his Army counterpart, Douglas R. Bush.



According to Mr. LaPlante, the United States has provided more than three million 155-millimeter shells to Kyiv since the war began in February 2022. 



"When government and industry work together and Congress gives us sufficient latitude, we can still do great things in this country really fast," Mr. Bush added.



Whether the increase in artillery ammunition production alone will be enough to change outcomes on the battlefield in Ukraine's favor is, however, unknown.



"The steady increase of artillery ammunition production is significant for long-term U.S. and Ukrainian needs," said Michael Kofman, an expert on the Russian military and a senior fellow at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, "but even in the best case scenario, I would say those late-2025 output targets will arrive late in this war, and it is likely that Russian artillery output will still be higher than the U.S. and Europe combined at that point."



"Let's say a year and a half from now both the U.S. and Europe are making, or buying, over a million shells each," he added. "That's still probably less than Russia is going to produce this year."



The Mesquite factory will consist of three production lines in different buildings -- one of which will share space with a distribution center for Frito-Lay that had a Cheetos-branded truck parked outside. When all three lines are completed, most of the Turkish workers will go home.



Half of the on-site American work force came from another General Dynamics plant about 10 miles north in Garland, where the company forges 
steel casings for aerial bombs
. The Mesquite factory will add about 350 jobs to the local economy when it reaches its full production capacity next year, company officials said.




In the first stage of production, 18-foot rectangular steel bars are cut into roughly foot-and-a-half-long pieces, each of which will be turned into an artillery shell.





Artillery shells made in early production runs are set aside for testing and calibrating new equipment before the factory begins full-rate production for the U.S. military.




It can take days to forge shells at the military's current factories 
in Pennsylvania
, which use a combination of new and nearly century-old technologies to heat and press steel billets into tapered projectiles. But the new plant in Mesquite spins rounds out much faster.



The shorter turnaround comes from the use of something called 
flow forming
 -- a machine inside an enclosure roughly the size of a city bus rotates a 130-pound steel cup at high speed while simultaneously squeezing it until it becomes a long gleaming cylinder. From there, robots do much of the remaining work.



A series of identical orange-colored robot arms throughout the factory grab the metal projectile parts from one machine and place them on small automated carts that drive them to the next station, where another robot gripper that slides along a track begins the next stage of the process.



Each robot's work area is fenced in, and its openings are flanked by an "air gate" -- a strip of sensors that allow Roomba-like carts to enter but shut machines down if they detect a human.



Humans are needed in a few steps to lift things along the way, often with a large yellow device bolted to the floor called a manipulator that allows them to move shells to other machines.



Laser scanners have replaced human eyes and hand tools for inspecting shells inside and out, quickly verifying that the projectiles are within their desired specifications.



Once complete, the empty shells made in Mesquite will be shipped to the Army's sole facility for filling them with explosives -- a World War II-era plant in Burlington, Iowa. Next year, however, many of the shells will be sent to another new General Dynamics factory that is under construction in Camden, Ark.



The Pentagon's drive to reinvest in ammunition production will also result in the Army's Iowa plant opening a second line for filling shells with explosives, and the partial reopening of a plant in Parsons, Kan., for packing artillery propellant charges that was largely shuttered in a round of base closures in the 2000s.



Once complete, 
an unguided shell
 will be just under three feet long and weigh roughly 100 pounds -- 24 pounds of which will be its explosive fill. That is enough to kill people within 150 feet of impact and cause injuries more than 400 feet away.



Mr. LaPlante and Mr. Bush both indicated that European countries were also ramping up their artillery ammunition production, and U.S. defense contractors are in talks with the Ukrainian government to find ways to help Ukraine bolster its own domestic defense industry.



The United States has transferred sensitive manufacturing plans for more than 1,000 American weapons to Kyiv, and translated an equal number of technical manuals from English to Ukrainian, the two officials said.



When asked, they stopped short of saying which weapons.



"What are they using the most?" Mr. Bush replied.




Artillery shells at various stages of production in the Mesquite factory.





This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/29/us/pentagon-ammunition-ukraine-russia.html
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Once a Sheriff's Deputy in Florida, Now a Source of Disinformation From Russia



In 2016, Russia used an army of trolls to interfere in the U.S. presidential election. This year, an American given asylum in Moscow may be accomplishing much the same thing all by himself.




John Mark Dougan, who has been granted asylum in Moscow, above, has become a key player in the Kremlin's information operations against the West.




By Steven Lee Myers


May 29, 2024


A dozen years ago, John Mark Dougan, a former deputy sheriff in Palm Beach County, Fla., sent voters an email posing as a county commissioner, urging them to oppose the re-election of the county's sheriff.



He later masqueraded online as a Russian tech worker with a pseudonym, BadVolf, to leak confidential information in violation of state law, fooling officials in Florida who thought they were dealing with a foreigner.



He also posed as a fictional New York City heiress he called Jessica, tricking an adviser to the Palm Beach County Sheriff's Office into divulging improper conduct by the department.



"And boy, did he ever spill ALL of the beans," Mr. Dougan said in a written response to questions for this article, in which he confirmed his role in these episodes.



Those subterfuges in the United States, it turned out, were only a prelude to a more prominent and potentially more ominous campaign of deception he has been conducting from Russia.



Mr. Dougan, 51, who received political asylum in Moscow, is now a key player in Russia's disinformation operations against the West. Back in 2016, when the Kremlin interfered in the American presidential election, an army of computer trolls toiled for hours in an office building in St. Petersburg to try to fool Americans online.



Today Mr. Dougan may be accomplishing much the same task largely by himself, according to American and European government officials and researchers from companies and organizations that have tracked his activities since August. The groups include NewsGuard, a company that reviews the reliability of news and information online; Recorded Future, a threat intelligence company; and Clemson University's Media Forensics Hub.



Working from an apartment crowded with servers and other computer equipment, Mr. Dougan has built an ever-growing 
network of more than 160 fake websites
 that mimic news outlets in the United States, Britain and France.



With the help of commercially available artificial intelligence tools, including OpenAI's ChatGPT and DALL-E 3, he has filled the sites with tens of thousands of articles, many based on actual news events. Interspersed among them are also 
bespoke fabrications
 that officials in the United States and 
European Union
 have attributed to Russian intelligence agencies or the administration of President Vladimir V. Putin.



Between September and May, Mr. Dougan's outlets have been cited or referred to in news articles or social media posts nearly 8,000 times, and seen by more than 37 million people in 16 languages, according to a report to be released Wednesday by NewsGuard.



The fakes have recently included a baseless article on a fake San Francisco Chronicle website that said Ukraine's president, Volodymyr Zelensky, had smuggled 300 kilograms of cocaine from Argentina. Another false narrative appeared last month in the sham Chronicle and on another site, called The Boston Times, claiming that the C.I.A. was working with Ukrainians 
to undermine Donald J. Trump's
 presidential campaign.



Mr. Dougan, in a series of text exchanges and one telephone interview with The New York Times, denied operating the sites. A digital trail of clues, including web domains and internet protocol addresses, suggests otherwise, the officials and researchers say.



A friend in Florida who has known Mr. Dougan for 20 years, Jose Lambiet, also said in a telephone interview that Mr. Dougan told him in January that he had created the sites.



Steven Brill, a founder of NewsGuard, which has spent months tracking Mr. Dougan's work, said he represented "a massive incursion into the American news ecosystem."



"It's not just some guy sitting in his basement in New Jersey tapping out a phony website," he added.



Mr. Dougan's emergence as a weapon of the Kremlin's propaganda war follows a troubled life in the United States that included home foreclosures and bankruptcy. As a law enforcement officer in Florida and Maine, he faced accusations of excessive use of force and sexual harassment that resulted in costly lawsuits against the departments he worked for.



He faces an arrest warrant in Florida -- its records sealed by court order -- on 21 felony charges of extortion and wiretapping that resulted from a long-running feud with the sheriff of Palm Beach County.



Mr. Dougan's activities from Moscow, where he fled in 2016 one step ahead of those charges, continue to draw scrutiny from the authorities in the United States. Last year, he impersonated an F.B.I. agent in a telephone call to Mr. Brill, according to an account by Mr. Brill to be published next week in a new book, "The Death of Truth."



Mr. Dougan, who acknowledged making the call in a text message this week, had been angered by a 
NewsGuard report
 in February 2023 that criticized YouTube for allowing videos parroting Russian propaganda about the war in Ukraine, including some by Mr. Dougan.



In a rambling, profanity-laced video in response on YouTube last year, Mr. Dougan posted excepts of the call with Mr. Brill and showed a Google Earth satellite photograph of his home in Westchester County, a suburb of New York City -- "just down the road from the Clinton crime family," as Mr. Dougan put it, referring to the home of former President Bill Clinton and former Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton.



The call prompted an F.B.I. investigation that, according to Mr. Brill, traced the call to Mr. Dougan's telephone in Russia. (A spokeswoman for the bureau did not respond to a request for comment on the investigation or Mr. Dougan's previous activities.)



A History in Law Enforcement




Mr. Dougan created fake news sites with the help of commercially available artificial intelligence tools.




Mr. Dougan began to hone the skills that he is putting to use today during a turbulent childhood in the United States. In the written responses to questions for this article, he said he had struggled at home and in school, bullied because of Tourette's syndrome, but found a passion in computers. When he was 8, he said, the man who would become his stepfather began teaching him to write computer code.



"By the time I was 16," he wrote in one response, "I knew a dozen different programming languages."



After a four-year stint in the Marine Corps, which he claims he offered to join in lieu of a jail sentence for fleeing a police stop for speeding on a motorcycle, he became a police officer first in a small force in Mangonia Park, Fla., and then the Palm Beach County Sheriff's Office from 2005 to 2009.



According to 
news reports
 and his own accounts over the years, Mr. Dougan repeatedly clashed with superiors and colleagues, facing numerous internal investigations that he said were retaliatory because he objected to police misconduct, including instances of racial bias.



In 2009, he moved briefly to Windham, Maine, to work in another small-town police department. There he faced a complaint of sexual harassment that resulted in his dismissal before he completed his probationary period.



Mr. Dougan started a website called WindhamTalk to defend himself. The website foreshadowed others he would create, including one devoted to the Palm Beach County Sheriff's Office, PBSOTalk.



After moving back to Florida, he used PBSOTalk to torment in particular the department's elected sheriff, Ric L. Bradshaw, whom he accused of corruption. He posted the unlawful recordings of "Jessica" chatting with a former detective commander, Mark Lewis, who, Mr. Dougan claimed, was investigating the sheriff's critics, including himself. As Mr. Dougan acknowledged in a video interview last year, it is illegal in Florida to record a telephone conversation without permission.



In a statement, a spokeswoman for the Sheriff's Office, Therese C. Barbera, said Mr. Dougan was "a wanted felon for cyberstalking using unsubstantiated and fabricated claims that have NO factual basis."



In February 2016, PBSOTalk posted confidential information about thousands of police officers, federal agents and judges. The next month. F.B.I. agents and local police officers searched Mr. Dougan's home, seizing all of his electronic equipment.



Fearing arrest, he said, he made his way to Canada and caught a flight to Moscow. He was indicted on the 21 Florida felony charges the next year.



Peddling Russia Propaganda




Dozens of fake news sites included The Chicago Chronicle, The Miami Chronicle, The Boston Times, The Flagstaff Post, The Houston Post, The San Francisco Chronicle, and The New York News Daily.




In Russia, Mr. Dougan refashioned himself as a kind of journalist, documenting his travels around the country, including Lake Baikal in Siberia and Crimea, the peninsula in Ukraine that Russian annexed in 2014 in violation of international law.



He posted photographs and videos from those trips on YouTube, which suspended his channel after NewsGuard's report last year. He also appeared regularly on state media, including with two former intelligence operatives, 
Maria Butina
, who penetrated Republican political circles, and 
Anna Chapman
, one of 10 spies who inspired the television series "The Americans."



In 2021, as Mr. Putin began mobilizing the military forces that would invade Ukraine, Mr. Dougan posted a video that the Kremlin would cite as one justification for its attack. In it, he claimed that the United States operated biological weapons factories in Ukraine, an accusation that Russia and its allies have pushed 
without ever providing evidence
.



Once the war started, Mr. Dougan recounted in his written responses to questions, he traveled to Ukraine 14 times to report from the Russian side of the front lines. He appeared in Russian government hearings purporting to expose Ukraine's transgressions, indicating some level of cooperation with the government authorities.



He has faced criticism for the reports, including in 
a profile
 in The Daily Beast, that he posted on YouTube and other platforms. Mr. Dougan has portrayed the war much as Russia's propaganda has: as a righteous battle against neo-Nazis backed by a decadent West, led by the United States and NATO.



"The West has consistently lied about every aspect of this conflict," he wrote. "Why does only one side get to tell their story?"



Fake News Sites in the U.S.



In April 2021, Mr. Dougan revived a website called DC Weekly, which had been created four years earlier and published fake articles about the Palm Beach County Sheriff's Office. According to 
a report
 last December by Clemson's Media Forensics Hub, the domain and internet protocol address were shared by PBSOTalk and Mr. Dougan's personal website, as well as two marketing books he wrote in exile and a security firm he operated, Falcon Eye Tech, which offered "offshore security monitoring services."



After Russia's assault on Ukraine began in 2022, the site carried articles about the war.



Then, last August, the site began to publish articles based on elaborate fabrications that the Western government officials and disinformation researchers said came from Russia's propaganda units. They often appeared first in videos or audio recordings on obscure X accounts or YouTube channels, then spread to sites like DC Weekly and then to Russian state media as if they were authentic accusations, a process researchers call "narrative laundering."



The baseless narratives included claims that relatives or cronies of Ukraine's leader secretly bought luxury properties, yachts or jewelry, and that Prince Andrew, the brother of King Charles III of Britain, had abducted and abused children during a secret visit to Ukraine.



Dozens of new sites have appeared in recent months. They included ones made to look like local news outlets: The Chicago Chronicle, The Miami Chronicle, The Boston Times, The Flagstaff Post and The Houston Post. Some hijacked names of actual news organizations, like The San Francisco Chronicle, or approximated them, in the case of one called The New York News Daily.



When The New York Times reported on the new sites in March, DC Weekly published a lengthy response in a stilted style that indicated the use of artificial intelligence. It was written under the name Jessica Devlin, one of the fictitious journalists on the site. "I'm not a shadowy foreign actor," the article said.



At the end, the article invited media inquiries at an email address with the domain Falcon Eye Tech.



Two days later, Mr. Dougan answered.



103 New Sites in Two Days



Mr. Dougan, who became a Russian citizen last year and voted in the country's presidential election in March, said in his messages to The Times that he made a living by selling security devices he designed for a manufacturer in China. He denied being paid by any Russian authorities, claiming he funds his activities himself.



His friend Mr. Lambiet, a private investigator and former journalist, said he considered Mr. Dougan a good man but cautioned that Mr. Dougan had a propensity to make things up. "He's like a Russian disinformation campaign: It's hard to know what's true and what's not," he said.



As evidence of Mr. Dougan's role in the news sites has emerged, he has shifted tactics. Recorded Future, the threat intelligence company, released a report this month that detailed his ties to agencies linked to the Russian disinformation. The report documented the extensive use of A.I., which one of the company's researchers, Clement Briens, estimated made Mr. Dougan's work far cheaper than hiring a troll army.



At the time, Recorded Future identified 57 domains that Mr. Dougan had created. In a two-day span after the report was published, 103 new sites appeared, all on a server in California.



"He's trying to obfuscate the Russian links," Mr. Briens said.



Mr. Dougan at times treats his activities as a game of cat and mouse. He spent months engaging with a researcher at NewsGuard, McKenzie Sadeghi, revealing details of his life in Moscow while mocking her boss, Mr. Brill.



"He seemed to be toying with me, both to elicit my responses and, it seemed, to show off his talent for global online mischief, without actually admitting anything," she wrote in the report to be published on Wednesday.



While Mr. Dougan's sites have focused on Russian narratives about the war in Ukraine, the researchers and government officials say he has laid the foundation for interference in the unusually large confluence of elections taking place around the world this year.



This suggests a "risk of an expanded operation scope in the near future, potentially targeting diverse audiences and democratic systems in Europe and other Western nations for various strategic objectives." the diplomatic service of the European Union wrote in 
a report
 last month when the network included only 23 websites.



In recent weeks, the sites have included themes that seem intended to stoke the partisan fires in the United States before November's presidential election.



Last month, articles appeared on two of Mr. Dougan's newer fake sites, The Houston Post and The Flagstaff Post, detailing a baseless claim that the F.B.I. had planted an eavesdropping device in Mr. Trump's office at Mar-a-Lago in Florida.



Some of the new sites have names, like Right Review and Red State Report, that suggest a conservative political bent. In April, a site that researchers also linked to Mr. Dougan offered "major cryptocurrency rewards" for leaks of information about American officials, singling out two prosecutors and a judge involved in the criminal cases against Mr. Trump.



"If the site was mine," he wrote in response to a question about it, "I would want people to give documents on any dirty politician, Republican, Democrat or other."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/29/business/mark-dougan-russia-disinformation.html
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Alito Refuses Calls for Recusal Over Display of Provocative Flags



"My wife is fond of flying flags," the justice wrote in a letter to members of Congress who had demanded he step down from two cases related to the Jan. 6 attack. "I am not."




In a letter to lawmakers, Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr. said he had been powerless to remove an upside-down flag flown at his home in Virginia.




By Adam Liptak


May 29, 2024


Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr. declined on Wednesday to recuse himself from two cases arising from the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol after reports that flags displayed outside his houses appeared to support the "Stop the Steal" movement.



Justice Alito said in letters to Democratic members of Congress who had demanded his recusal that the flags, at his home in Virginia and a beach house in New Jersey, were flown by his wife, Martha-Ann.



"My wife is fond of flying flags," the justice wrote. "I am not. She was solely responsible for having flagpoles put up at our residence and our vacation home and has flown a wide variety of flags over the years."



In the weeks after the Jan. 6 attack on the Capitol, an 
inverted American flag flew outside the justice's home
 in Alexandria, Va., a symbol that Trump loyalists had adopted to contest Joseph R. Biden Jr.'s electoral victory. In his letter on Wednesday, Justice Alito repeated his explanation for the flag while disclosing that he was not initially aware of it and that his wife resisted his appeals to take it down.



"I had nothing whatsoever to do with the flying of the flag," he wrote. "I was not even aware of the upside-down flag until it was called to my attention. As soon as I saw it, I asked my wife to take it down, but for several days, she refused."



He said he had been powerless to remove the flag.



"My wife and I own our Virginia home jointly," the justice wrote. "She therefore has the legal right to use the property as she sees fit, and there were no additional steps that I could have taken to have the flag taken down more promptly."



Notably, Justice Alito's letter did not dispute that the upside-down flag conveyed support for the "Stop the Steal" movement.



On the other hand, Justice Alito wrote that the "Appeal to Heaven" flag 
at his New Jersey beach house
 did not convey the meaning critics ascribed to it.



"I was not aware of any connection between that historic flag and the 'Stop the Steal Movement,' and neither was my wife," he wrote. "She did not fly it to associate herself with that or any other group, and the use of an old historic flag by a new group does not necessarily drain that flag of all other meanings."



He added: "As I said in reference to the other flag event, my wife is an independently minded private citizen. She makes her own decisions, and I honor her right to do so."



In sum, he said he would not disqualify himself from the two cases.



"A reasonable person who is not motivated by political or ideological considerations or a desire to affect the outcome of Supreme Court cases," Justice Alito wrote, "would conclude this event does not meet the applicable standard for recusal."



The court recently adopted a code of conduct for the justices, which Justice Alito said required him to participate in the cases. He quoted what he said were the relevant provisions.



One provision of the code says that "a justice is presumed impartial and has an obligation to sit unless disqualified."



A second provision says that "a justice should disqualify himself or herself in a proceeding in which the justice's impartiality might reasonably be questioned, that is, where an unbiased and reasonable person who is aware of all relevant circumstances would doubt that the justice could fairly discharge his or her duties."



The two incidents, he wrote, do not satisfy the second provision, he wrote, "and I therefore have an obligation to sit."



Justice Alito said his wife was entitled to express her views, adding that the upside-down flag she had raised in Virginia was prompted by 
a heated dispute with neighbors
.



"My wife is a private citizen, and she possesses the same First Amendment rights as every other American," the justice wrote. "She makes her own decisions, and I have always respected her right to do so."



"She has made many sacrifices to accommodate my service on the Supreme Court," he wrote, "including the insult of having to endure numerous, loud, obscene and personally insulting protests in front of our home that continue to this day and now threaten to escalate."



Justice Alito said his wife was exceptionally fond of flags.



"In addition to the American flag, she has flown other patriotic flags (including a favorite flag thanking veterans), college flags, flags supporting sports teams, state and local flags, flags of nations from which the ancestors of family members came, flags of places we have visited, seasonal flags and religious flags."



Their beach house, on Long Beach Island in New Jersey, he wrote, was Mrs. Alito's property.



"Our vacation home was purchased with money she inherited from her parents and is titled in her name," he wrote. "It is a place, away from Washington, where she should be able to relax."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/29/us/alito-supreme-court-recusal-flag.html
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Americans Raced to Get Their Families Out of Gaza. Then the Border Slammed Shut.



The closure this month of the Rafah border crossing into Egypt, the only way out for civilians, has thrown an already complicated system into disarray.




Ghada Redwan at her home in Houston, Texas. Her parents are in Gaza. "You live comfortably, you have money, you're a U.S. citizen and your parents are suffering and there's nothing you can do for them," she said. "It is just insane."




By Hamed Aleaziz


May 29, 2024


Ghada Redwan, a 48-year-old pharmacist in Houston, has been trying to get her parents out of Gaza for months. Their bags, packed and ready to go, have been sitting by their door in Rafah, the city where Israel is now 
conducting a military offensive
.



But Ms. Redwan has hit roadblocks at every turn. And like other Palestinian Americans desperate to get their relatives to safety, she has described a confounding bureaucratic maze involving the State Department, the governments of Israel and Egypt, politicians, advocacy groups, lawyers and more.



The closure this month of the Rafah border crossing into Egypt -- the only way out for civilians -- has thrown an already complicated system into disarray, leading to calls for the United States to make a more forceful effort to evacuate the relatives of American citizens.



"You feel like there's nothing you can do," Ms. Redwan said in an interview. "You live comfortably, you have money, you're a U.S. citizen and your parents are suffering and there's nothing you can do for them. It is just insane."



Ms. Redwan last spoke to her mother on Monday morning, one day after an Israeli strike that 
killed dozens of Palestinians
 in a camp for displaced people in Rafah.



"There is no safe place," her mother told her. "Just pray for us."



Since the start of the war seven months ago, more than 1,800 American citizens and their families have left Gaza with the assistance of the State Department, U.S. officials say. They are only a fraction of the hundreds of thousands of Gazans desperate to leave as the already dire conditions there deteriorate.



And while the vast majority of Gazans have no way to escape, the State Department told Americans late last year that they could reach out to the department for help getting their immediate family members -- even those who are not American citizens -- onto the border crossing list.



The criteria are strict: Only parents, spouses and unmarried, under-21 children of American citizens are eligible for the assistance. The United States gathers the names and provides them to Israeli and Egyptian authorities, who control the border, and ask that they be allowed to cross.



And then they wait. Families check a Facebook page run by the authorities in Gaza, which gets updated as people are approved to cross into Egypt. If their name appears, they are advised to go immediately to a border crossing.




Smoke rises amid Israeli airstrikes in Rafah, in southern Gaza, on Tuesday. Hundreds of thousands of Gazans are desperate to leave the enclave as the already dire conditions there deteriorate.




But that is by no means the end of the story. Often, a person's name never makes it onto the list being kept at the border, and they are turned away. (And with the Rafah crossing closed since May 7, the Facebook page has not been updated in more than two weeks.) For those who do cross over, they can begin the process of getting a green card and ultimately reuniting with family in the United States.



It is difficult to know how long that process will take. Alicia Nieves, a legal advocate with the Arab American Civil Rights League, said she had a client who escaped Gaza and was able to get a visa to the United States within a month.



But some people wait much longer.



"Every part of this process has been baffling to me," said Sammy Nabulsi, a lawyer in Massachusetts who has helped families navigate the system to leave Gaza.



Immigrant advocates and some lawmakers have pushed for an overhaul of U.S. assistance, saying the system established after the Russian invasion of Ukraine was far more generous. That system has allowed tens of thousands of Ukrainians to enter the United States, regardless of their familial ties, as long as they have a financial sponsor.



"Given the conditions in Rafah, the lack of aid getting through, these people are unfortunately in the shadow of death. We need to do right by our own citizens, our country, and expand the criteria to get more relatives out and find a path to the U.S.," Nabulsi said. 



Democratic senators including Cory Booker of New Jersey, Elizabeth Warren of Massachusetts and Richard J. Durbin of Illinois have also called for expanding the categories of people the U.S. government is willing to help to include siblings, children of siblings and grandchildren, and speeding up processing of applications for humanitarian parole, which allows temporary entry into the United States.



A White House spokesperson said that the government was "constantly evaluating policy proposals to further support Palestinians who are family members of American citizens and may want to join them" in the United States.



Government officials have discussed the idea of allowing some Palestinians in Egypt to enter the United States through the refugee program, as well as considering humanitarian parole, according to three sources with knowledge of the conversations. They asked for anonymity to discuss internal deliberations.



Republicans in Congress have opposed the idea of allowing refugees from Gaza into the United States.



"With more than a third of Gazans supporting the Hamas militants, we are not confident that your administration can adequately vet this high-risk population for terrorist ties and sympathies before admitting them into the United States," a group of Republican senators 
wrote in a letter
 to President Biden earlier this month.




Senator Steve Daines of Montana is one of a group of Republican senators who oppose the idea of allowing refugees from Gaza into the United States.




As the war grinds on, Palestinian Americans in the United States feel powerless to help.



Abdalwahab Hlayel, a 43-year-old businessman in Minnesota, said he worries constantly about his father, stepmother and other family members in Gaza, but he cannot bear to speak to them while their fate is in limbo.



"I hate calling them because every time I call they are expecting good news from me," said Mr. Hlayel, who submitted their names to the State Department and has had the office of Senator Tina Smith, Democrat of Minnesota, press his family's case. But the names of his father, who is 73 and diabetic, and his stepmother have never appeared on the Facebook page.



"I have nothing to tell them," Mr. Hlayel said.



He isn't even sure his father would leave Gaza, because it would mean leaving behind two of his children, ages 17 and 21, who do not fit the criteria.



So now, Mr. Hlayel spends hours clutching his phone, scanning for updates and tracking the latest news from a tiny enclave where more than 34,000 people have been killed, according to health officials there.



Ms. Smith said she had called the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services and the State Department for help on the Hlayel family's behalf.




Palestinians fleeing the southern Gaza city of Rafah during an Israeli air and ground offensive on Tuesday. A senior Israeli official said on Wednesday that he expected military operations in Gaza to continue through at least the end of the year.




"Our broken immigration system is not equipped to deal with urgent response situations, and Minnesotans like Abdalwahab are running into red tape and bureaucracy at a moment when processing times mean life or death," she said in a statement.



Representative Greg Casar, Democrat of Texas, has been advocating on behalf of the parents of Rasheda Alfaiomy, a 33-year-old U.S. citizen who lives in Austin. They are trapped in Gaza, but there is only so much that can be done while the Rafah crossing is closed.



"We are the only hope they have," said Ms. Alfaiomy, who has more than a dozen relatives in Gaza, in addition to her parents. She said she regularly receives videos of her family members in refugee camps in Gaza begging for help.



"They are crying on the phone," she said. "The kids are crying. Adults are crying."
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Hold the French Fries! Paris Olympics Chart a New Gastronomic Course.



The environment will come first as France tries to revitalize the global image of its cuisine.




Charles Guilloy, left, and Stephane Chicheri will be responsible for serving about 45,000 meals a day as the chefs in charge of dining in the Olympic Village this summer.




By Roger Cohen


May 29, 2024


There will be no French fries for the 15,000 athletes at the Olympic Games that open in France in July. Yes, you read that right.



In what is being called the biggest restaurant in the world -- a 700-foot-long former electrical power plant at the heart of the Olympic Village -- there will be no foie gras, either, but vegetarian hot dogs and quinoa muesli will abound.



Strolling the length of what is known as the nave, a light-filled vaulted space where some 45,000 meals a day will be served 24/7 throughout the Olympics and Paralympics, Stephane Chicheri and Charles Guilloy, the chefs in charge, sang the praises of vegetarian shawarma, za'atar-spiced sweet potatoes with hummus, cabbage pickles, beetroot falafel and grilled eggplant with smoked paprika.



This is a far cry from the classic French cuisine of elaborate sauces and "enough melted butter to thrombose a regiment," as A.J. Liebling once 
described a dish
.



But these are 21st-century Games on a warming planet. Carbon imprint trumps cassoulet. Vegetable protein is the thing; and of course athletes have to perform in a country of a thousand epicurean delights that are no-noes to their exacting nutritionists.




La Coupole brasserie in Paris, which is hosting the Summer Olympics. France is trying to balance its culinary traditions with their environmental impact at the Games.




"French fries are too risky because of fire-hazard concerns over deep-fat fryers," Mr. Guilloy explained. "No to foie gras because animal well-being is on everyone's mind, and no to avocados because they are imported from a great distance and consume a lot of water."



So how French sans French fries can these ecological Games be?



"Don't worry; we'll have French cheeses, blanquette of veal but with a lightened sauce, and of course baguettes," Mr. Chicheri said with a smile. "Athletes will even be able to learn to make bread with a master baker."



About 500 different dishes will be served at the Olympic Village dining hall in Saint-Denis, just north of Paris. The building is itself a tribute to environment-conscious adaptation: an almost century-old power plant of wrought-iron skeleton that became a movie studio before being transformed over the past year into a giant restaurant.



The Olympic Village restaurant will open as a global campaign by the government to boost French gastronomic impact and appeal gathers pace. With some 15 million visitors expected at the games, two million of them foreigners, France itself will be on display, and in particular Paris, posing the challenge of how to energize a tradition-bound culinary culture.



This is a critical moment for French cuisine, whose pedigree is undisputed but whose image has languished. How many "likes" these days does beef Bourguignon get beside ceviche, tapas or an omakase dinner?



"We're a country of centuries-old gastronomic tradition, but the truth is that if you have a talent and you don't nurture it, it can fade," Olivia Gregoire, the minister for tourism, said in an interview.




Samples of the bread Mr. Guilloy and Mr. Chicheri developed to serve at the Olympic Village dining hall.




She visited New York this month to promote a new multimillion-dollar initiative designed to introduce young chefs and innovative French dishes in places that will initially include South Korea, Hong Kong, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates. "Food is French soft power," Ms. Gregoire said. "It is also hard money."



More than 800,000 people are employed in the restaurant business in France, and the gastronomic sector, including wine and spirits, generates more than $55 billion a year in revenue.



In few countries is the ritual gathering around a table as important. In even fewer is pride so intense in the varied produce of "terroirs," particular parcels of land with their own soil and climate, from the Alps to the Atlantic and from Normandy to the Mediterranean.



"The finest gastronomy is in our DNA; it's a reference for all students of haute cuisine," said Alain Ducasse, one of the most acclaimed French chefs who has been chosen to cater the July 26 Olympics opening dinner for heads of state, at which the chef has been asked to serve beef.




Alain Ducasse, one of France's most lauded chefs, will cater a dinner for visiting heads of state on the first day of the Olympics.




"But there is a new international challenge and we have been slow to be part of it," he said. "Talent is everywhere. We need to wake up to that."



With 34 restaurants, and 18 Michelin stars, in Europe, Asia and the United States, Mr. Ducasse is no slouch, and there are other French chefs, like Jean-Georges Vongerichten and Daniel Boulud, who have successfully seen the world as their market.



But even as French cuisine has changed -- adding fusion touches to old dishes in ways that have spawned the "neobistrot" and introducing "le sharing" as a shockingly novel way of eating -- its image has scarcely changed.



In this context, the repertoire at the Olympic Village could be an important game changer. There will be six "grab-and-go" outlets, Asian cuisine, Afro-Caribbean dishes, vegetarian shawarma, hamburgers (meat, vegetarian or a combination of the two), Middle Eastern food and halal cuisine. Kosher food will also be available on demand.



Patatas bravas will probably be the closest anyone gets to French fries.



Two fully fledged French restaurants are planned -- but without such classics as steak tartare, blood sausage or choucroute. Wine, of course, is off limits because in the end the point of this 46,000-square-foot emporium with 3,623 seats is to ready athletes for top performance.



The other point is to underscore that France takes its environmental responsibilities seriously.




Part of the main hall of the Olympic Village dining hall in Saint-Denis, just north of Paris. It used to be a power plant.




The French Olympic authorities banned throwaway cutlery and plates. They have not banished trash cans from kitchens, as some Paris restaurants have, but they do demand a zero-waste culture. Some 80 percent of ingredients will be French, and 25 percent from within 155 miles of Paris. Halving the carbon imprint of the Tokyo or London Olympics is the target.



The French company organizing this vast catering enterprise is Sodexo Live, a branch of the Sodexo company, which employs 420,000 people in food services and facility management worldwide. Sodexo Live, which has catered 15 Super Bowls as well as 36 Roland Garros tennis tournaments in France, knows its business, but the scale of this challenge is unique.



"We are hiring 6,000 people. Our aim is that everyone should feel at home and that we marry the nutrition an athlete needs with gastronomic pleasure," Nathalie Bellon-Szabo, the chief executive of Sodexo Live, said in an interview.



To that end, three much-lauded chefs have been chosen, each of whom will appear for a couple of days every week at the Olympic Village and prepare the creative dishes that France wants the world to know better.




Amandine Chaignot at one of her restaurants, Pouliche. She will be a guest chef at the dining hall during the Olympics.




They are Alexandre Mazzia, who grew up in the Democratic Republic of Congo and has a restaurant in Marseille, AM, that bears a strong African influence and three Michelin stars; Akrame Benallal, who grew up in Algeria and runs Restaurant Akrame, a Paris restaurant with one star and some astonishing combinations of flavors -- crab with gray shrimp and coffee, for example; and the French-born Amandine Chaignot, whose Cafe de Luce serves some of the most succulent frogs' legs in the capital.



"French cuisine is emancipating itself. It has realized the need to change," Mr. Mazzia, 47, said. "For me French cuisine is now multicultural, with different roots and spices, lighter, allied to a savoir-faire we must preserve."



Mr. Benallal, 42, calls himself an "architect of taste," forever sketching the presentation of new dishes because he believes "we eat first with our eyes." His red and white quinoa muesli, topped with Parmesan, a little mascarpone and some smoked yogurt is typical of the inventiveness that has brought him a wide following.



"French cuisine is sometimes seen as boring," he said. "It's not boring. It's singular. My restaurant is a cabinet full of curiosities, and that is what I will bring to the Games."



As for Ms. Chaignot, 45, she has prepared a poached-egg croissant with artichoke cream, goat cheese and truffles to be eaten on the go at the Olympic Village. Another creation is a chicken dish with langoustines.



Even in a changing culinary world there are some constants. What, I asked her, defines French cuisine today?



"Butter is France," she said. "And France is butter."
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South Africans Vote, Many Hoping for Change as Seismic as Mandela's Rise



In a high-stakes national election, the African National Congress, which has governed for three decades since the end of apartheid, may lose its outright majority for the first time.




Voters cast ballots at a community center in Soweto, South Africa, on Wednesday, in an election that could cause a seismic shift in the country's leadership.




By John Eligon and Lynsey Chutel


May 29, 2024


Tension, excitement and uncertainty consumed South Africa on Wednesday as millions cast their ballots in an election that could end the monopoly on power of the African National Congress, the party that has governed since leading the defeat of apartheid 30 years ago.



Volunteers with the party worked feverishly to hold onto their majority, shuttling voters to polling stations, extolling the party's virtues from loudspeakers on pickup trucks and handing out the party's bright yellow T-shirts. Top party officials chanted alongside these foot soldiers, as if rallying them for battle.



Pollsters have widely predicted that the party will win a plurality but draw less than 50 percent of the vote for the first time. If that happens, it will be forced to ally with one or more other parties in order to form a government and remain in power.



Voters are electing a National Assembly, which will choose whether to keep or unseat President Cyril Ramaphosa. They are also electing provincial legislators. Results are expected to be announced this weekend.



With 51 parties challenging the African National Congress, or A.N.C., on the national ballot, voters were awash in choices -- amping up the suspense for individual voters and the nation.



"Can you believe, here I am and I'm still not sure who to vote for?" said Kedibone Makhubedu, 47, as she lined up outside of a community center in the township of Soweto.



Ms. Makhubedu, who works for an insurance company, said she had always voted for the A.N.C., but is anxious about the economy and her 17-year-old daughter's prospects of making a living.



"It's the first time I'm actually torn," she said.




An expanded ballot caused delays at many polling stations, with voters waiting in slow, snaking lines in Midrand, a cluster of suburbs in Johannesburg.




At the tens of thousands of polling sites around the country, colorful party flags flapped in the wind. Party volunteers blasted hymns from the era of the anti-apartheid struggle, and danced the familiar jig known as toyi-toyi.



Opposition party supporters hoped that this vote would produce a turning point for South Africa as seismic as when Nelson Mandela rose to the presidency with the A.N.C. after the first democratic election in 1994.



"Today, I'm feeling the same excitement that I was feeling in 1994," said Beki Zulu, who voted on Wednesday for the first time since that first election. He said he was inspired this year by Jacob Zuma, the former South African president and A.N.C. leader who is now heading a new breakaway party, uMkhonto weSizwe.



This ritual of democracy was taking place in a country that looks very different than it did when this exercise first played out, but that is filled with many of the same anxieties: joblessness, a lack of housing, poor educational opportunities.



Voters emerged from polling stations with ink-stained thumbs demanding change -- even those who stuck with the A.N.C.




Voting in Randburg, a cluster of suburbs in Johannesburg. The African National Congress has been polling in the low 40s this year, fueling the expectation that something might change in this election.




For the first time, South Africans had the option to vote for independent candidates who were not running on party tickets, and had to fill out three long ballots, instead of two. The new system caused delays at many polling stations, with voters waiting in slow, snaking lines.



Jenneth Makhathini waited for her polling station to open in the village of Siweni in eastern KwaZulu-Natal province, standing on a paved road, surrounded by power lines and homes made of cement -- none of which existed the first time she lined up to vote three decades ago. Back then, the houses were made of mud, the roads of gravel and the light came from candles.



Despite embracing modernization, she was only reluctantly casting her ballot for the A.N.C. this year, disillusioned that young people are struggling to find work, wages are low and public hospitals are overwhelmed.



"I'm doing it, but there's less hope now," Ms. Makhathini, a 54-year-old educator, said of voting for the ruling party.



But even as the party's popularity has slid because of a deterioration in living conditions and corruption, voters have not been able to let go so easily.




A crowd waited to cast their ballots at a church in Alexandra, a formerly segregated Black township in Johannesburg. Turnout appeared strong at many voting stations. 




During previous election cycles, South Africans said, they largely assumed that the A.N.C. would maintain its absolute majority. But the party, which won nearly 58 percent in the last vote in 2019, has been polling in the low 40s this year, fueling a greater expectation that something could change in this election, voters said.



The weak polling numbers have also motivated A.N.C. officials, who focused during the campaign on engaging disenchanted supporters who had stopped showing up to vote. With turnout appearing strong at many voting stations, it was anyone's guess whether that was a good sign for the incumbent party -- signaling that its supporters were coming out again -- or the many challengers, who are hoping to activate new voters.



One former A.N.C. liberation fighter decided to turn out for this election, after last voting in 1994. But it wasn't for his old party.



Isaac Modise, voting in the northern suburbs of Johannesburg, said he was supporting Mr. Zuma's party. It was his way of motivating the A.N.C. to improve, said Mr. Modise, 66.



"We want the A.N.C. to go back and be an organization of the people," he said.




Isaac Modise, center, waited to cast his ballots at a polling station in Midrand. He said he was supporting uMkhonto weSizwe, a breakaway party formed by the former president of South Africa.
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Former Intelligence Chief Tapped as Next Dutch Prime Minister



Dick Schoof is poised to be the country's first new leader in over 13 years. His selection came as a relative surprise, after more than six months of negotiations to form a governing coalition.




Dick Schoof, who has been selected as the next Dutch prime minister, is the highest-ranking official at the Ministry of Justice and Security. He has no experience in politics.




By Claire Moses


May 29, 2024


The Netherlands will be getting a new prime minister, with the four right-wing parties that are forming a government finally naming their pick, more than six months after the elections.



The parties selected a top justice official, Dick Schoof, 67, on Tuesday. They will now continue work on forming a cabinet, naming ministers and state secretaries, with the aim of finalizing a government in about four weeks.



The choice of Mr. Schoof -- the highest-ranking official at the Ministry of Justice and Security and a former counterterrorism chief, who has no political experience or party affiliation -- reflects an attempt to govern the Netherlands differently after more than 13 years under Prime Minister Mark Rutte's leadership.



While Mr. Schoof's name had not been widely circulated as a potential prime minister, the four parties have said they agreed to set up a government that includes political outsiders, in order to create more distance between the Parliament and the cabinet.



"The step I am taking now is unexpected but not illogical," Mr. Schoof told reporters at a news conference on Tuesday in The Hague, saying that he wanted to be a prime minister for all Dutch people.



His selection comes nearly two weeks after the four right-wing parties that together hold an 88-seat majority in the 150-seat House of Representatives 
agreed on a preliminary deal to form a government
 after months of negotiations prompted by a surprise election result in November.



Geert Wilders, a longtime populist leader known for his anti-Muslim stance, shocked the Dutch political system when his party won the biggest share of the votes. But his party still needed to form a coalition to govern, and after negotiations stalled, 
Mr. Wilders said in March that he would not become prime minister
, in an effort to increase the chances of forming a right-wing coalition. The leaders of the other three parties agreed to do the same and excluded themselves from the country's highest political office.



The coalition negotiations featured Mr. Wilders and his Party for Freedom; the People's Party for Freedom and Democracy, a center-right party that has governed the country for the past 13 years; New Social Contract, 
a new, centrist party
; and the Farmer Citizen Movement, a populist pro-farmer party.



In Mr. Schoof, the four parties appear to have found what they hope is a neutral leader to help work out thorny issues such as migration policy and the country's housing shortage.



Mr. Schoof emphasized on Tuesday that he was asked to be prime minister by all four parties -- not just by Mr. Wilders.




A demonstration in Amsterdam against racism and hatred in November, after Geert Wilders's far-right Party for Freedom won the largest share of the vote in the election.




Mr. Wilders said on Tuesday that Mr. Schoof was "above the political parties" and "very sympathetic."



"Congratulations Dick!" he 
wrote on X
.



But entering the political fray might be unavoidable for Mr. Schoof once he holds the highest office in the Netherlands, said Janka Stoker, a professor of leadership and organizational change at the University of Groningen.



"He's going to need a lot of political skills, which is something that isn't part of his profile," Dr. Stoker added. "That's a bit of a gamble."



Mr. Schoof does not belong to any political party. After being a member of the Dutch Labor Party for about 30 years, Mr. Schoof said, he canceled his membership in 2021 because he no longer felt connected to the party.



"I am nonpartisan," Mr. Schoof told reporters on Tuesday.



He started his long career in public service as an official at the Ministry of Education, Culture and Science in the late 1980s. From 2013 until 2018, Mr. Schoof served as the national coordinator for security and counterterrorism, during which time he was involved with the investigation 
into the downing of Flight MH17
. He later became the director general of the Dutch intelligence service and since 2020 has served as the top official at the Ministry of Justice and Safety.




Mr. Schoof meeting with Mr. Wilders, second from right, and other party leaders in The Hague on Tuesday.




Edwin Bakker, a professor of terrorism studies at Leiden University, predicted that Mr. Schoof's lack of political experience would not be an issue because he has been close to politicians over the course of his career and served as a kind of national security adviser to Mr. Rutte, the outgoing prime minister.



"He has a lot of experience in crisis communication," Dr. Bakker said. "I think that's a prerequisite for a prime minister."



He said the choice of Mr. Schoof was a pleasant surprise, especially because of Mr. Schoof's background in safety and cybersecurity.



"This isn't a man who hides behind bureaucracy," Dr. Bakker said.



Mr. Schoof's career has not been entirely without controversy: In 2021, the 
Dutch newspaper NRC
 reported that the national coordinator for security and counterterrorism, under Mr. Schoof's leadership, used fake accounts on Twitter to follow citizens. Mr. Schoof declined to comment when asked about the matter during the news conference on Tuesday.



Bits of Freedom, an independent Dutch organization that focuses on privacy and internet freedom, said that it was worried about the selection of Mr. Schoof because of what it called an invasion of privacy by Dutch officials under his leadership.



"Our own government also poses a threat to the rule of law," Evelyn Austin, the organization's director, said in a statement. "We hope that Dick Schoof, as prime minister, will commit himself to the rights and safety of all citizens. And that he has learned from the past."
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New Delhi Sweats Through Its Hottest Recorded Day



For weeks now, temperatures in several states in northern India have been well over 110, and hospitals have been reporting a rise in heatstroke.




Trying to find refuge from the heat along the Yamuna flood plains in New Delhi on Wednesday.




By Hari Kumar and Mujib Mashal


May 29, 2024


New Delhi recorded its highest temperature ever measured on Wednesday -- 126 degrees Fahrenheit, or 52.3 degrees Celsius -- leaving residents of the Indian capital sweltering in a heat wave that has kept temperatures in several Indian states well above 110 degrees for weeks.



In New Delhi, where walking out of the house felt like walking into an oven, officials feared that the electricity grid was being overwhelmed and that the city's water supply might need rationing.



The past 12 months have been the planet's hottest ever recorded, and 
cities like Miami are experiencing extreme heat
 even before the arrival of summer. Scientists said this week that the average person on Earth had experienced 
26 more days of abnormally high temperatures
 in the past year than would have been the case without human-induced climate change.



Extreme heat can cause 
serious health issues
 and can be fatal.




Medical workers at a hospital in Ahmedabad, in northern India, helped Priyanshi Fakirbhai Patel, 20, who appeared to be suffering from heat exhaustion on Friday.




Although late-afternoon dust storms and light drizzle in New Delhi had brought hope of some reprieve on Wednesday, the weather station at Mungeshpur, northwest of the capital, reported a recording of 126 degrees around 2:30 p.m. Dr. Kuldeep Srivastava, a scientist at the regional meteorological center in Delhi, said it was the highest temperature ever recorded by the automatic weather monitoring system, which was installed in 2010.



In a statement later on Wednesday evening, India's meteorological department said the Mungeshpur station was "an outlier compared to other stations." It said it was assessing whether that station's recording of a higher temperature than other stations around Delhi was due to an error or a local mitigating factor.



The previous record for the highest temperature, around 48 degrees Celsius -- about 118.5 Fahrenheit -- was repeatedly crossed in recent days. Three of New Delhi's weather stations reported temperatures of 49.8 degree Celsius -- 121.8 degrees Fahrenheit -- or higher on Tuesday, setting a new record even before the 52.3 degree reading on Wednesday afternoon.



For weeks now, temperatures in several states in India's north have reached well over 110 degrees, and hospitals have been reporting an uptick in cases of heatstroke. In the Himalayan states, hundreds of forest fires have been reported.




People carry an air cooler on a scooter in Varanasi, India, on Monday.




Deadly
 fires in crowded buildings are regular occurrences in India, with many of them caused by short circuits. The rising temperatures have increased concerns about the risks.



Atul Garg, Delhi's fire chief, said daily fire-related calls have crossed 200, the highest in the past decade.



"Normally during this period in the last eight to 10 years we would receive 160 calls per day," Mr. Garg said. "We are stretched in terms of manpower."



The heat wave has coincided with campaigning for India's general election, with the last phase of voting set to take place on June 1. Candidates, including Prime Minister Narendra Modi and opposition leaders, have continued holding large public rallies, despite the temperatures.



Nitin Gadkari, a cabinet minister who is running for re-election, fainted from the heat while addressing a rally, and on Tuesday, Rahul Gandhi, the opposition leader, took a break during a speech to pour water from a bottle onto his head.



"It's quite hot, no?" he said.




Filling canisters with water from a tanker at a makeshift settlement in New Delhi this month.




To help conserve water amid the extreme heat, Atishi Marlena, Delhi's water minister, announced the deployment of 200 teams to crack down on waste and misuse. Fines will be imposed for activities such as washing cars with hoses, "overflow of water tanks" and "use of domestic water for construction or commercial" purposes, she said.



Delhi's lieutenant governor, V.K. Saxena, ordered measures to protect construction workers during the midday heat, and for water to be provided at bus stands.



The 
state broadcaster
 reported that Mr. Saxena, who was appointed by Mr. Modi, had also called for construction workers to get "paid leave" between noon and 3 p.m. But it did not say how that would be implemented, particularly at a moment when the capital region's 
administration is paralyzed
 by infighting between its lieutenant governor and the elected chief minister.



Just how much the heat has affected daily life in the Indian capital was captured in the adjournment order of a consumer dispute court last week when the most intense period of the heat wave began.



The presiding official, Suresh Kumar Gupta, complained that the room had no air-conditioning, and the water supply in the bathrooms was also affected.



"There is too much heat in the courtroom, which led to sweating, as such it is difficult to hear arguments," he said in the order. "In these circumstances, arguments cannot be heard, so case is adjourned."



Jitender Singh, 42, an auto rickshaw driver in the eastern part of the city, said that business was down by about a third because people were avoiding leaving their homes. He said he and his colleagues had frequently fallen sick.



"But we must come on the road to support our families," he added.




Shielding from the sun in New Delhi on Wednesday.
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Jury Begins Sifting Evidence as It Weighs Trump's Fate in Criminal Case



Justice Juan M. Merchan explained the 34 charges of falsifying business records that Donald J. Trump faces before jurors went behind closed doors to start their deliberations.




Manhattan Criminal Court on Wednesday. Twelve New Yorkers will determine the fate of Donald J. Trump.




By William K. Rashbaum, Jonah E. Bromwich and Ben Protess


May 29, 2024


It's all up to the jury now.



After seven weeks of legal wrangling and tawdry testimony, the first criminal trial of an American president moved to a jury of Donald J. Trump's peers on Wednesday morning, the final stage of the landmark trial.



Mr. Trump's fate is in the hands of those 12 New Yorkers, who will weigh whether to brand him as a felon. It could take them hours, days or even weeks to reach a verdict, a decision that could reshape the nation's legal and political landscapes. And while the country anxiously awaits their judgment, Mr. Trump will continue to campaign for the presidency.



The moment that deliberations began marked a transfer of power from the experts in the courtroom -- the lawyers arguing the case and the judge presiding over it -- to the everyday New Yorkers who forfeited weeks of their lives to assess a mountain of evidence about sex and scandal.



The jurors, who spent more than four hours deliberating on Wednesday without reaching a verdict, meet around a long table in an unremarkable room with unforgiving lighting and walls painted a hue best described as municipal. Located off a small hallway behind the courtroom, it is steps from the jury box and has a door at each end, outside of which a court officer stands guard.



The judge, Juan M. Merchan, had invited the jurors to send him a note if they were confused about the law, or wanted to revisit testimony from the trial. And they took him up on the offer, buzzing the court officer to relay a message requesting four excerpts from the testimony.



On Thursday, a court reporter will read that testimony to the jury, most of which comes from David Pecker, the former publisher of The National Enquirer, who prosecutors say was part of a conspiracy to suppress unflattering stories on Mr. Trump's behalf during the 2016 election. Another portion of testimony relates to Michael D. Cohen, Mr. Trump's former fixer who was the prosecution's star witness.



Before the jurors began deliberating Wednesday, Justice Merchan delivered 
an array of legal instructions
 to guide their decision-making. He impressed on them the gravity of their task but also said that the defendant -- even a former president -- is their peer.



"As a juror, you are asked to make a very important decision about another member of the community," Justice Merchan said, referring to the defendant.



The case exposed what prosecutors from the Manhattan district attorney's office described as a fraud on the American people. It is one of four criminal cases against Mr. Trump, but most likely the only one that will go to trial before Election Day.



The Manhattan charges stem from a hush-money deal that Mr. Trump's fixer, Michael D. Cohen, struck with a porn star in the final days of the 2016 presidential campaign. Prosecutors charged Mr. Trump with 34 counts of falsifying business records, saying he disguised his reimbursement of Mr. Cohen as ordinary legal expenses.



The jurors, seven men and five women, hail from different neighborhoods of the nation's largest city and hold a wide variety of jobs, representing a cross-section of Manhattan. Many have advanced degrees, and the panel may be aided by the two members who are lawyers, though neither appears to have criminal experience, and one said during jury selection that he knew "virtually nothing about criminal law."



On Wednesday morning, Justice Merchan laid out the legal instructions to guide their discussions. He described to them the legal meaning of the word "intent" and the concept of the presumption of innocence. He also reminded the jurors that they had pledged to set aside any biases against the former president before they were sworn in, and that Mr. Trump's decision not to testify cannot be held against him.



Then, Justice Merchan explained each of the 34 charges of falsifying business records that Mr. Trump faces, one for each document the prosecution says that Mr. Trump falsified. It was the most important guidance that the judge offered during the trial. And it was no simple task.



In New York, falsifying records is a misdemeanor, unless the documents were faked to hide another crime. The other crime, prosecutors say, was Mr. Trump's violation of state election law that prohibited conspiring to aid a political campaign using "unlawful means" -- a crime they say he committed during his 2016 campaign for president.



Those means, prosecutors argue, could include any of a menu of other crimes. And so each individual false-records charge that Mr. Trump faces contains within it multiple possible crimes that jurors must strive to understand.



Justice Merchan explained which document each count pertained to, referring to each of the 34 records -- 11 invoices from Mr. Cohen, 12 entries in the Trump Organization's general ledger and 11 checks, nine of them signed by Mr. Trump.



Marc F. Scholl, who served nearly 40 years in the district attorney's office, noted that jury instructions are often difficult to follow, particularly given that, in New York, jurors are barred from keeping a copy of the guidance as they deliberate. And he said that defendants are often charged with several different crimes, requiring even more elaborate instructions.



Still, Mr. Scholl said, one point of complexity stood out in the Trump case: "Usually you don't have this layering of these other crimes."



Justice Merchan encouraged jurors, if they find themselves confused by legal arcana, to send him a note seeking clarification, and in addition to their request for testimony, they asked the judge to repeat his instructions. "He recognizes it's a lot to take in," Mr. Scholl said.



If convicted, Mr. Trump would face a sentence ranging from probation to four years in prison -- although he would be certain to appeal, a process that could take years.



Compared with the instructions, the trial testimony was relatively straightforward. Prosecutors called 20 witnesses as they sought to convince jurors that Mr. Trump had hatched the election conspiracy with his former personal lawyer and fixer, Mr. Cohen, and the publisher of a supermarket tabloid, The National Enquirer, David Pecker.



The first witness, Mr. Pecker, testified that in a 2015 meeting at Trump Tower, he had agreed to suppress unflattering stories on behalf of Mr. Trump's candidacy. He did so twice, he said. He paid a former Trump Organization doorman and a former Playboy model to keep silent after learning that both of them had damaging stories to sell about the candidate.



But Mr. Pecker did not pay for the third -- and potentially the most damaging -- story that came to his attention. That story belonged to Stormy Daniels, a porn star who said that she had a sexual encounter with Mr. Trump 10 years earlier, a story that she repeated from the witness stand and that Mr. Trump has always denied.



The final prosecution witness, Mr. Cohen, testified that Mr. Trump had ordered him to pay Ms. Daniels to keep silent. Mr. Cohen obeyed, sending $130,000 to Ms. Daniels in the days before the election.



After he won, Mr. Cohen said, Mr. Trump approved the plan to falsify the reimbursement records.



Defense lawyers repeatedly sought to paint Mr. Cohen as an inveterate liar out for revenge against the boss who spurned him.



On Wednesday, Justice Merchan told the jury that the law considers Mr. Cohen an accomplice "because there is evidence that he participated in a crime, based upon conduct involved in the allegations here against the defendant."



But he also told the jurors that "even if you find the testimony of Michael Cohen to be believable, you may not convict the defendant solely upon that testimony, unless you also find that it was corroborated by other evidence."



Justice Merchan then proceeded through each of the 34 charges count by count to explain what prosecutors had needed to prove. The knotty legal instructions were the product of intense argument between the prosecution and the defense, culminating in a hearing last week in which each side sought to persuade the judge to make minor edits that they hoped would have a major impact.



The result was a compromise, with both sides securing some victories.



In one important decision, the judge rejected a defense request that jurors be unanimous on which "unlawful means" Mr. Trump had used to aid his election win. That request would have made reaching a verdict far more difficult.



Prosecutors argued that would be special treatment and that the former president should be treated like any other defendant. Mr. Trump's lawyers argued that while the law did not require such unanimity, Justice Merchan could nonetheless ask for it.



"What you're asking me to do is change the law, and I'm not going to do that," Justice Merchan told Mr. Trump's lawyers.
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Menendez Jurors Hear Audio and See Texts From Seized Phones



Prosecutors introduced private messages between Senator Robert Menendez and his future wife to show what they say was the start of a bribery conspiracy.




Senator Robert Menendez, seen leaving Federal District Court in Manhattan last week, is accused of a complicated bribery scheme.




By Tracey Tully and Benjamin Weiser


May 29, 2024


On Jan. 31, 2018, the day Senator Robert Menendez was 
formally cleared of bribery charges
 that had 
dogged him for nearly three years
 in New Jersey, he got a text from Nadine Arslanian, a woman he would soon begin to date and later marry.



"Now re-election!!!!" Ms. Arslanian wrote.



"Yes!" Mr. Menendez replied before asking, "Are you around on Friday?"



She was. After a dinner date at a New Jersey restaurant, it was Ms. Arslanian's turn to send a text with a question: "What is your international position?"



Mr. Menendez, 70, responded that he was the "
ranking member
" on the Senate Foreign Relations Committee -- "which means senior Democrat."



The text exchanges, along with emails and recordings of voice mail messages and other exhibits, were part of hours of evidence that federal prosecutors presented on Tuesday, in the third week of Mr. Menendez's corruption trial in Manhattan.



Prosecutors used the volley of communications to begin to lay out an origin story of not only a romantic relationship but also what they claim was a burgeoning, five-year bribery conspiracy.



The presentation, in which an F.B.I. agent testified about communications listed in a detailed evidence chart, was necessarily one-sided, with prosecutors offering jurors the beginning of a chronological outline of their case.



At one point, out of the presence of the jury, Avi Weitzman, a lawyer for Mr. Menendez, objected that the government presentation resembled a "mini-summation" -- the kind of argument typically delivered at the end of a trial. The senator's lawyers, who declined to comment Monday, may cross-examine the agent after he completes his testimony for the government.



The presentation served to introduce jurors to Nadine Menendez, who 
married the senator
 in October 2020 and is the only key player in the alleged bribery conspiracy whom they are likely not to see in person. Her voice echoed in court as prosecutors played audio recordings of phone messages and her beaming smile flashed on monitors in the jury box.



Ms. Menendez, 57, was charged last year with her husband. But the judge, Sidney H. Stein, 
postponed her trial
 after her lawyers disclosed that she had been diagnosed with a serious illness and needed immediate treatment. Mr. Menendez has since said that she had 
breast cancer
 and would undergo a mastectomy and possible radiation therapy.



A 
federal indictment accuses the couple
 of accepting hundreds of thousands of dollars in bribes, including cash, gold bullion and a 
luxury car
, in exchange for the senator's willingness to meddle in criminal prosecutions in New Jersey and to steer aid and weapons to Egypt.



Mr. Menendez is being tried with two New Jersey businessmen, Wael Hana and Fred Daibes, in Federal District Court. The senator, his wife and the two businessmen have all pleaded not guilty.



Much of Mr. Menendez's defense has hinged on 
blaming his wife
. The senator's lawyers have said he had no key to his wife's locked closet where investigators found bars of gold and cash-stuffed envelopes. The couple maintained separate bank accounts and cellphone plans, and spent much of the week apart when he was in Washington.



"She kept things from him," Mr. Weitzman said in his opening statement. "She kept him in the dark on what she was asking others to give her."



Ms. Menendez's lawyers could not be reached for comment.



The first text that prosecutors displayed for the jury was dated Dec. 31, 2017, the day before the senator's 64th birthday.



"I would like to take you out to lunch for your birthday," Ms. Menendez wrote, adding, "I am looking forward to catching up."



At first, the senator appeared reluctant, writing, "I don't want to interfere with your boyfriend."



But within five months, Ms. Menendez was calling him the "love of my life" in a message where she asked him for a favor that would later play a central role in their 
indictment
.



On May 28, 2018, she forwarded a draft of a message sent to her by Mr. Hana, her friend who had moved to the United States from Egypt and who, according to trial testimony, maintained close relationships with Egyptian intelligence officials.



"Please could you fix this letter and send it back," she asked in an email sent to the senator's nongovernmental email account.



"Thank you my love very very very very much," she added, attaching a heart emoji.



The senator then proceeded to craft a letter from Egyptian officials who were lobbying other U.S. senators to release $300 million in additional aid, according to the indictment.



Ms. Menendez forwarded the edited draft to Mr. Hana.



Jurors were shown both versions of the letter.



The messages vividly depict Ms. Menendez as an admirer of the senator and a reliable go-between. Messages she got from Mr. Menendez were rapidly relayed to Mr. Hana -- and vice versa, according to the records introduced on Tuesday.



In one case, she spoke by phone to Mr. Menendez for 12 minutes. Within two minutes of hanging up with the senator, she texted Mr. Hana: "He said he's waiting for an answer. As soon as he gets it he will call me."



It was unclear on Tuesday what she was waiting to hear from the senator, but she did have something to offer Mr. Hana, who had founded a halal meat certification company in New Jersey that the next year won a lucrative monopoly with the government of Egypt.



"He sent me this information about the American Embassy in Egypt," she told Mr. Hana.



She included the number of Americans and Egyptian employees at the U.S. Embassy in Cairo.



Prosecutors, in the indictment, noted that the information was not classified but was "deemed highly sensitive." During the first week of the trial, however, Mr. Menendez's lawyers showed jurors that the data was contained in government audits that were publicly available.



Prosecutors showed on Tuesday that Mr. Menendez had asked a Senate Foreign Relations Committee staff member to dig up the data, according to emails presented in court.



"Any idea how many Americans posted to the embassy?" the staff member asked a colleague. "Don't ask why I'm asking."



The colleague responded, "I would have to ask and then someone is going to ask why."



The staff member's reply was succinct: "Menendez is asking."
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At a two-hour drive from Riyadh, Saudi Arabia's capital, rows of solar panels extend to the horizon like waves on an ocean. Despite having almost limitless reserves of oil, the kingdom is embracing solar and wind power, partly in an effort to retain a leading position in the energy industry, which is vitally important to the country but fast changing.



Looking out over 3.3 million panels, covering 14 square miles of desert, Faisal Al Omari, chief executive of a recently completed solar project called Sudair, said he would tell his children and grandchildren about contributing to Saudi Arabia's energy transition. "I'm really proud to be part of it," he said.



Although petroleum production retains a crucial role in the Saudi economy, the kingdom is putting its chips on other forms of energy. Sudair, which can light up 185,000 homes, is the first of what could be many giant projects intended to raise output from renewable energy sources like solar and wind to around 50 percent by 2030. Currently, renewable energy accounts for a negligible amount of Saudi electricity generation.



Analysts say achieving that hugely ambitious goal is unlikely. "If they get 30 percent, I would be happy because that would be a good signal," said Karim Elgendy, a climate analyst at the Middle East Institute, a research organization in Washington.



Still, the kingdom is planning to build solar farms at a rapid pace.



"The volumes you see here, you don't see anywhere else, only in China," said Marco Arcelli, chief executive of Acwa Power, Sudair's Saudi developer and a growing force in the international electricity and water industries.




"The volumes you see here, you don't see anywhere else, only in China," said Marco Arcelli, chief executive of Acwa Power, Sudair's Saudi developer.




The Saudis not only have the money to expand rapidly, but are free of the long permit processes that inhibit such projects in the West. "They have a lot of investment capital, and they can move quickly and pull the trigger on project development," said Ben Cahill, a senior fellow at the Center for Strategic and International Studies, a research institution in Washington.



Even 
Saudi Aramco
, the crown jewel of the Saudi economy and the producer of nearly all its oil, sees a shifting energy landscape.



To gain a foothold in solar, Aramco has taken a 30 percent stake in Sudair, which cost $920 million, the first step in a planned 40-gigawatt solar portfolio -- more than Britain's average power demand -- intended to meet the bulk of the government's ambitions for renewable energy.



The company plans to set up a large business of storing greenhouse gases underground. It is also funding efforts to make so-called e-fuels for automobiles from carbon dioxide and hydrogen, notably at a refinery in Bilbao, Spain, owned by Repsol, the Spanish energy company.



Aramco's computer scientists are also training artificial intelligence models, using nearly 90 years of oil field data, to increase the efficiency of drilling and extraction, thus reducing carbon dioxide emissions.



"Environmental stewardship has always been part of our modus operandi," said Ashraf Al Ghazzawi, Aramco's executive vice president for strategy and corporate development.



Still, pressure to accelerate the energy transition may grow in Saudi Arabia and elsewhere in the Middle East and North Africa, a region that has young, environmentally aware populations and that could be especially vulnerable to climate change.



"Countries from the MENA region, including Saudi Arabia, will face the impacts of climate change and extreme temperatures, water scarcity," said Shady Khalil, lead campaigner for Greenpeace Middle East and North Africa, an environmental group.




Acwa Power turbines on the outskirts of Tangier, Morocco. The company is a renewable energy giant. 




Although it insists that petroleum has a long future, Saudi Aramco, the world's largest oil company, seems to also be trying to signal that it is not locked in a pollution-belching past but is more like a Silicon Valley company focused on innovation.



Recently, the company invited a group of journalists to a presentation during which young Saudis described green practices like using drones rather than lumbering fleets of trucks when prospecting for oil or restoring mangrove swamps along tropical coastlines to soak up carbon dioxide.



In the last two years, Saudi Arabia has instructed Aramco to sharply pare back oil production to nine million barrels a day, in line with agreements in the group known as OPEC Plus. In January, 
Aramco announced
 that the Saudi government had told it to halt an effort to boost the amount of oil it could produce.



In Aramco's view, these decisions are not harbingers of declining fossil fuel consumption. Executives insist that the company will continue to invest in oil and, at the same time, sharply increase output of natural gas.



These fuels will continue to "play a very important role" up till 2050 and beyond, Mr. Al Ghazzawi said, arguing that both renewables and oil and gas would be needed to meet growing demand. "We've always felt there has to be a parallel and concurrent investment in new and conventional sources of energy," he said.



The executives said Aramco was well positioned for the coming decades. The combination of some of the world's largest fields and careful stewardship, they said, means it can produce oil at very low cost -- $3.19 a barrel on average. The company is also betting that it can make its oil more attractive by chipping away at the emissions caused by producing it -- an attribute that is not rewarded by markets now but could eventually command a premium.




Aramco's Shaybah oil field in the Empty Quarter of Saudi Arabia.




"I think ultimately the market will value low-carbon products and the pricing will become even more profitable," said Ahmed Al-Khowaiter, Aramco's executive vice president for technology and innovation.



It is easy to see why Aramco and the Saudi government would be wary of damaging a 
business that dates to 1938
. Aramco continues to be one of the world's most profitable companies: For the first quarter of this year, it earned $27.3 billion and said it would pay out $31.1 billion in dividends, mostly to its main owner, the Saudi government.



It follows, though, that if Aramco cuts back its investment in oil, it will be able to pay even higher dividends to the government that could be used in a wide range of efforts to diversify the economy.



Aramco says it will be putting around 10 percent of its investments into lower-carbon initiatives, but these moves have not shown up much in the financial results. "I just don't think it moves the needle," said Neil Beveridge, an analyst at the research firm Bernstein. "Oil production really accounts for the vast bulk of earnings."



Some of Aramco's initiatives are likely to take years to bear fruit, but conditions already look ripe for solar energy. Saudi Arabia has blazing sun and vast stretches of land that can be populated with solar panels. Add in a close relationship with China, which is supplying much of the renewable equipment including the panels at Sudair, and "they are building at a very low price," said Nishant Kumar, a renewable and power analyst at Rystad Energy, a research firm.



Sudair, for instance, will sell its power at about 1.2 cents per kilowatt-hour, a near record low at the time it was agreed.




A hydrogen fueling station near Saudi Aramco's headquarters. Saudi Arabia is laying the groundwork to export hydrogen, a clean fuel. 




"They know very well that the economy can only be efficient if they can continue to take advantage of that ever-reducing solar energy cost," said Paddy Padmanathan, a former chief executive of Acwa Power who is now a renewable entrepreneur.



The kingdom is betting that abundant, low-cost electric power could attract energy-intensive industries like steel. Acwa is helping to build what is likely to be the world's largest plant for making green hydrogen, with an eye to exporting to Europe and other places with higher costs.



The only problem, analysts say, is Saudi Arabia is not moving as fast as it could be. Mr. Kumar figures that it may achieve only about half of the ambitious 2030 goal for solar installations. Wind is lagging even more. One reason: The government has not created the conditions that could bring in competing firms that might bolster output, analysts say.



Acwa, for instance, will be heavily relied upon for meeting the ambitious renewable targets. "We think it is difficult to ignore the operational -- and financial risks," analysts at Citigroup wrote recently. The company is listed on the stock exchange, but 44 percent is owned by the Public Investment Fund, the key financing vehicle for the initiatives of Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman.



Still, renewable energy is already creating jobs. Acwa, for instance, has 3,840 employees with about 1,900 in Saudi Arabia. The opportunity to work in cleaner energy businesses appeals to younger Saudis.



Acwa set an example by installing large arrays of solar panels at a plant it recently built on the Persian Gulf to convert seawater into drinking water. Desalination requires enormous amounts of electricity; the solar energy reduces the need to tap into the power grid and, consequently, cuts emissions.



The developers of two adjacent plants are following suit. "Using this technology is very important," said Nawaf Al-Osimy, chief technical officer of the plant known as Jazlah. "The more you use, the more sustainable it is."




Nawaf Al-Osimy, chief technical officer of the Jazlah Water Desalination company, which draws vast quantities of water from the Persian Gulf and makes it drinkable. 
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Home Insurance Is Clobbering Consumers. Yet It's Barely Counted in Inflation.



Skyrocketing premiums are hitting homeowners hard, but they barely factor into common price measures.




In places like Florida, insurance premiums, which were already high, are up more than 40 percent over the past five years.




By Jeanna Smialek


May 29, 2024


Holly Meyer Lucas estimates that as many as 30 of the 100 houses her real estate team sold in and around Jupiter, Fla., last year were put on the market because their owners could no longer keep up with skyrocketing home insurance.



"It is the housing crisis that nobody is talking about," Ms. Meyer Lucas said. The houses sold easily, but often to well-off cash buyers who could drop the insurance altogether because they did not have a mortgage that required them to carry it.



Jumping insurance rates are acute in coastal Florida, with its exposure to big risks like hurricanes and coastal erosion, but they are also a 
nationwide phenomenon
. Last year, premium rates for owner-occupied housing were up 
11.3 percent
 on average nationally, based on data from S&P Global Market Intelligence.



Insurance rates have been climbing for a number of reasons: Storms have become more frequent and severe, inflation and labor shortages have driven up the cost of repairs and home values have increased, requiring larger policies. The biggest jumps occurred in Texas, Arizona and Utah, which were among 25 states in total that posted double-digit surges last year. In some places, including Florida, rates are up more than 40 percent over the past five years.



That can add up to a major additional annual expense for owners: The typical single-family homeowner with a mortgage backed by 
Freddie Mac
 was paying $1,522 in 2023, up from $1,081 in 2018. And that's simply an average. Anecdotally, many people report seeing their premiums jump by thousands of dollars.



Those higher insurance rates are bringing pain to many homeowners, forcing people out of their homes and communities while leaving others taking big risks as they drop insurance altogether. But the rising costs are not meaningfully boosting the nation's official inflation data, which could help to explain a small part of the disconnect between how people feel about the economy and how it looks on paper. Economic confidence remains depressed and consumers continue to fret about high price levels, dogging the Biden administration, even though inflation has been cooling and the job market is strong.



The Consumer Price Index, which is the first of the two major inflation indexes released each month, 
uses only
 renter's insurance when it calculates housing insurance costs. Structure insurance is excluded. That's because government economists treat homes partly as financial investments, and count much of the spending related to them as further investment rather than consumption.



The Personal Consumption Expenditures index, which is the Federal Reserve's preferred inflation gauge, 
does measure
 property insurance but gives it only a tiny weight in the basket of goods and services that people consume. That's because when calculating the weight, the government takes how much homeowners spend on insurance and subtracts out how much insurance companies are expected to spend on claims. The upshot: What feels like a big expense to most people adds up to a tiny one for inflation accounting purposes.



While there's a logic behind the way the measurement is done, the result is that official inflation figures either ignore or are barely budged by today's big home insurance cost increases -- even though they are noticeable, even painful, for many households.



Insurance is an example of a larger reality. Overall inflation has come down notably, but consumers are still struggling with uncertainty about key prices that make up an important part of their day-to-day lives. Housing costs are up. Emergency repairs of all kinds are expensive. And it may be tough for many to feel confident about the financial outlook when they remain worried about getting walloped with big and hard-to-avoid expenses like climbing annual premiums.



"It definitely matters for psychology -- 100 percent," Omair Sharif, founder of the research firm Inflation Insights, said of home insurance in particular. "But it amounts to having very little impact on the aggregate inflation data. It's not really going to move the needle."



Insurance rate increases could continue nationally in 2024, because insurers are still scrambling to break even. Claim payouts have been mounting, in part as disasters become more frequent amid climate change. Insurers' losses from natural disasters 
topped $100 billion
 for the fourth straight year in 2023.



That has been not only about big and costly hurricanes, but also about smaller storms hitting the Rocky Mountains, the Great Plains and even the Midwest.



"Individually, these storms are not costly, but collectively they can really start to add up," said Tim Zawacki, lead analyst for the insurance industry at S&P Global Market Intelligence.



"I don't think you can say for sure that rates have finished going up," Mr. Zawacki said.




Legal quirks in Florida's insurance system and the realities of bad hurricane seasons have prompted many insurers to flee the state.




Heather Kruayai, a Redfin agent in Jacksonville, Fla., was shocked to see her own home insurance cost jump in December to $5,000 from $2,000. She shopped around and got a policy with an annual premium of $2,500, but she said she was lucky. Ms. Kruayai said she had known people who had to sell their houses because of sharp insurance cost increases, and had one client who moved in just a year ago and was now contemplating whether she needed to sell her home because insurance and taxes had increased so much.



"Colleagues, friends -- they're all seeing the same thing," Ms. Kruayai said. When buyers move into the area and realize how much of an annual expense insurance will be, she added, "they get a little bit of sticker shock."



Florida is, in some ways, an extreme case. It has allowed third parties like roofers to 
seek insurance payouts
 on houses, a legal quirk that spawned frequent liability claims. Between that and losses from storms and other disasters, insurance companies faced big losses and began to pull out of Florida entirely. State legislators recently 
tweaked the law
 to ease the strain and try to lure insurers back.



But bad hurricane seasons remain a risk. The state has also seen a recent jump in population as baby boomers move south to retire and as remote workers relocate, putting more people directly into storm paths, said Latisha Nixon-Jones, a Jacksonville University professor who specializes in disaster law.



"It's become too costly and unpredictable to measure the risk," she said.



High insurance costs and big condominium assessments are combining with high home prices and high interest rates to make homeownership unaffordable for many people in Florida, a reality that Raphael Bostic, president of the Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta, nodded to in a recent interview with reporters. Mr. Bostic's Fed district includes the state.



"For regular people, they are very concerned," Mr. Bostic said, calling the housing market in Florida "very challenging."



There is some hope that things could stabilize, at least in the Sunshine State. Billy Wagner, owner of Brightway Insurance in Ponte Vedra Beach, which is just outside Jacksonville, said that companies were slowly returning to the market. He expects premiums to begin to level off as that happens.



"People ask me how it's going now, and I say, 'Well, we're still in hell, but it's not as hot,'" he said.



But for many homeowners both in Florida and nationwide, the reality that annual insurance premiums can jump by huge amounts -- suddenly costing hundreds to thousands more per year -- is a financial risk and reality that they now have to factor into their budgets.



Dennis Dawson, 60, lives with his husband in Mount Dora, a town in Central Florida. The couple are well off, making about $300,000 per year, but in just a few years they watched their home insurance bill climb to $4,200 from $1,200. Then they were dropped altogether -- their house was built in the 1940s, and it was deemed too old to insure.



Mr. Dawson managed to get onto the state-run insurance plan, but the deductibles are so high that they could be exposed to major losses if a storm were to harm their property. He and his husband are now renovating, adding weather protective measures and a new roof in hopes of improving how they fare with insurance providers.



The possibility of more increases looms large to Mr. Dawson as he thinks about a future when the couple might be on a fixed income -- and less able to stomach big premium jumps.



"We're on the verge of retirement," he said. "It doesn't seem like there's any respite."
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The Delivery Business Shows Why Unions Are Struggling to Expand



The Teamsters union has made little headway in organizing workers at Amazon and FedEx despite wage and other gains it secured at UPS last year.




Many workers who deliver Amazon packages are employed by contractors, which for the most part are small businesses that can be hard to organize.




By Peter Eavis


May 27, 2024


Last year, two unions representing workers at three large automakers and UPS negotiated new labor contracts that included big raises and other gains. Leaders of the unions -- the United Automobile Workers and the Teamsters -- hoped the wins would help them organize workers across their industry.



The U.A.W. won one vote to unionize a Volkswagen factory in Tennessee last month and lost one this month at two Mercedes-Benz plants in Alabama. The Teamsters have made even less progress at UPS's big nonunion rivals in the delivery business, Amazon and FedEx.



Polling shows that public support for unions is 
the highest it has been in decades
. But labor experts said structural forces would make it hard for labor groups to increase their membership, which is the lowest it has been as a percentage of the total work force in decades. Unions also face stiff opposition from many employers and conservative political leaders.



The Teamsters provide an instructive case study. Many of the workers doing deliveries for Amazon and FedEx work for contractors, typically small and medium-size businesses that can be hard to organize. And delivery workers employed directly by FedEx in its Express business are governed by a labor law that requires unions to organize all similar workers at the company nationally at once -- a tougher standard than the one that applies to organizing employees at automakers, UPS and other employers.



Some labor experts also said the Teamsters had not made as forceful a push as the U.A.W. to organize nonunion workers after securing a new contract with UPS.



"You didn't have that energy that you saw with the U.A.W.'s leaders," said Jake Rosenfeld, a sociologist who studies labor at Washington University in St. Louis.



Teamsters officials said the UPS deal, which increases the average annual compensation, including benefits, of a UPS driver to $170,000 from $145,000, was helping them gain members. At DHL, a delivery company where the union has long had a big presence, the union added 1,100 members last year and is pushing to gain another 1,500. The Teamsters are also pursuing a legal challenge against Amazon that could allow them to gain ground at the company and its contractors.



"It's been very helpful for us to mobilize," Sean O'Brien, the Teamsters' president, said in an interview, referring to the UPS contract. "We've set the standard in the industry."



But the union has also suffered losses. Yellow, a trucking company that employed 24,000 Teamsters, shut down and 
filed for bankruptcy protection
 last year.



Amazon and FedEx said they were confident in their approach to managing and compensating workers. Amazon said it had made investments that bolstered pay and benefits at its delivery contractors. FedEx said its nonunion model allowed it to quickly increase pay whereas UPS's union employees were bound by the terms of five-year contracts.



"Our culture, built and tested over 50 years, is based on the philosophy that if we take care of our people, they will deliver outstanding service for our customers, which will drive business results for our company," Tracy Brightman, FedEx's chief people officer, said in a statement. 



Around 310,000 UPS employees belong to the Teamsters. Many of them see FedEx and Amazon drivers on their routes and talk about pay, benefits and working conditions.



"We make much more money than anyone else in the industry," said Essence Carlisle, a part-time package handler at UPS's hub in Louisville, Ky. "I definitely intend to make a career here."



The UPS deal gave part-time employees, over half the company's unionized work force, a 26 percent raise, to at least $21 per hour. Ms. Carlisle makes close to $24 an hour and works around 20 hours a week, giving her time to run a bakery on the side, she said. Her friends who have full-time driving jobs at Amazon make around $19 an hour, she said.




"We make much more money than anyone else in the industry," said Essence Carlisle, a part-time package handler at UPS's hub in Louisville, Ky.




As big as the raises at UPS were, they did not increase pay by a lot more than inflation. The top wage rate immediately after the latest deal, $44.25 per hour, was 22 percent higher than five years earlier. Over that period, consumer prices rose 21 percent.



And UPS typically hires new union workers into part-time jobs, which they hold for a few years. As a result, some people may be unwilling to seek a job at the company.



Even so, last year's Teamsters contract was widely discussed online, spawning memes of UPS drivers arriving at customers' doors in designer clothing.



"Joking or not, everybody was like, 'Hey, man, I need a job at UPS,'" said Juan Martinez, a UPS driver in Southern California.



Under the new contract, Mr. Martinez expects to earn $110,000 to $120,000 a year, depending on how much overtime he gets, he said. He said his income allowed him to spend more on his children's education.



Under the Teamsters' deal with UPS, the top hourly wage will increase to $49 by the end of the five-year contract. Amazon said in January that the average pay of workers at its delivery contractors was $20.50 in the United States. FedEx declined to provide an average wage rate for its delivery workers.



Despite UPS's superior pay over the years, the Teamsters have not made many inroads at FedEx or Amazon.



The high turnover of delivery and warehouse workers at Amazon and FedEx -- where each part-time position was on average filled and vacated twice last year -- makes it difficult to organize them.



Another challenge is that delivery workers at Amazon, and drivers who deliver for FedEx Ground, are employed by contractors. Mr. Rosenfeld, the labor academic, said trying to organize a few dozen people at each contractor could be time consuming and costly.



Last year, 84 workers at an Amazon contractor near Los Angeles joined the Teamsters. But days earlier, Amazon terminated the contract with the operator, Battle-Tested Strategies, the company said, for failing to follow proper safety procedures, among other things.



The Teamsters asked the National Labor Relations Board to rule that Amazon was a joint employer of the workers and order the company to reinstate the contract. The board has yet to rule.



A favorable ruling would be "a massive deal" and an "inspiration for thousands of other workers across the country," said Randy Korgan, a Teamsters official.




Juan Martinez, whose route is in Whittier, Calif., said he expected to earn $110,000 to $120,000 a year under the new UPS contract. 




Johnathon Ervin, the owner of Battle-Tested Strategies, said he believed Amazon had terminated the contract, which led to job losses for all his employees, because of the unionization effort. An Amazon spokeswoman, Mary Kate Paradis, disputed that.



Mr. Ervin said the minimum pay for his workers under the Amazon contract was $19.75. "If you are asking people to make this a career, you should have better work conditions and pay the drivers more," said Mr. Ervin, a 26-year Air Force veteran.



Amazon didn't respond directly to that criticism. The company noted that its contractors, which it refers to as delivery service partners, had created 279,000 driving jobs over the last five years.



"Helping D.S.P.s create a good overall working experience is important to us, which is why we've invested more than $8 billion in state-of-the-art technology, safety features, rates, programs and services for Amazon D.S.P.s and their drivers," Ms. Paradis said in a statement.



Labor groups have made some gains at Amazon, including organizing workers at a Staten Island warehouse. But Amazon is challenging the election there, and that union 
has been embroiled in infighting
.



At FedEx there is another potential barrier to unionization.



FedEx was founded as an airline, and employees of its Express business come under the Railway Labor Act, which requires unions to organize nationally, across a whole company, at once. Union officials say it's easier to hold individual votes at each company location as allowed under the National Labor Relations Act, which governs workers at UPS and automakers.



Even so, some FedEx employees do belong to a union. Nearly 6,000 pilots at FedEx Express are 
represented by the Air Line Pilots Association
. The Teamsters are 
trying to organize the mechanics
 who work on the company's planes.



FedEx said its delivery workers had benefited from not being in a union because the company raised wages significantly during the home-delivery boom of 2021 and 2022, when UPS workers' raises were set by an agreement reached before the pandemic. A FedEx spokeswoman noted that the company incurred an additional $1.4 billion in labor costs in its 2022 fiscal year.
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A Celebration of Frank London's Music Will Be Missing One Thing: Him



The trumpeter, composer and bandleader who helped revitalize klezmer is battling cancer. But his work hasn't slowed, and his longtime associates are rallying around him.




Frank London multitasking on two of his many instruments. The musician, 66, learned he had myelofibrosis four years ago.




By Steve Smith


May 29, 2024


Frank London is one of those musicians who somehow seems to be everywhere, participating in a bit of everything. At 66, the trumpeter, composer, arranger and bandleader has collaborated with everyone from Mel Torme to LL Cool J. A founding member of 
the Klezmatics
, a band that helped to revitalize the klezmer style during the late '80s, London has worked for decades at a fertile crossroads where Jewish music meets downtown jazz. With two new albums involving both styles arriving imminently, he arranged to throw a party, and invited dozens of friends and colleagues to play.



The celebration, happening on Monday at the Brooklyn venue 
Roulette
, features the Klezmatics alongside three of London's bands: Conspiracy Brass, a buoyant, funky horns-and-percussion aggregation; the Elders, a soulful, hard-swinging quintet of seasoned jazzers; and Klezmer Brass Allstars, who meld traditional Yiddish and Hasidic music with electronic beats.



The only thing missing will be London himself, now hospitalized for treatment of a rare cancer he became aware of four years ago. During unrelated medical testing in 2020, doctors detected signs of myelofibrosis, a chronic leukemia characterized by a buildup of scar tissue in the bone marrow. The median survival rate for the disease is six years.



"I didn't tell anyone much about it, because this is a very weird disease," London said during an interview before his hospitalization, in the cozy East Village apartment he shares with his wife, 
Tine Kindermann
, an artist and musician.



"Some people die within a year," he said. "Some people live with it for 30 years. I'm in this statistical norm where it's like, after three to five years it starts to get worse. So for the last four years, I've just been leading my life."



For London, that meant taking care of business. In addition to wrapping up his two new albums, "Brass Conspiracy" by Conspiracy Brass and "Spirit Stronger Than Blood" by the Elders, he delivered a Klezmer Brass Allstars album, "Chronika," last December. He wrote music for an independent film, completed a score for a forthcoming Karin Coonrod production of "King Lear," and 
recorded a commissioned set of niggunim
 -- Jewish spiritual melodies -- with a starry ensemble of fellow iconoclasts.




"In many ways, a concert like this is a chance to express gratitude," London said. The event will take place on Monday at the Brooklyn venue Roulette.




Two months ago, doctors told London that his cancer had rapidly grown more serious. Treatment would involve a huge dose of chemotherapy to destroy his diseased bone marrow, followed by a stem cell transplant. Assuming success, it would be months before he would know if he would be able to resume his musical career.



"I don't even go there," London said. "I'm thinking about now, thinking about finishing these projects." He dedicated his celebratory concert to fellow artists who died of myelofibrosis and related cancers, including the cornetist Ron Miles, the singers Adrienne Cooper and Jewlia Eisenberg, and the writer Isabelle Deconinck, and to a myelofibrosis survivor he discovered via the internet: Mike Derks, who performs as BalSac the Jaws 'o Death in the costumed heavy-metal band Gwar.



"And I don't think much past that," he said, "because I'm not going to waste a day where I feel good."



Even so, a rash of recent activities conspicuously included reunions with formative associates. After the interview at his home, London raced to Park Slope to play with the improvising conductor Walter Thompson. The day before, he'd been in Houston, performing with Itzhak Perlman in a revival of the violinist's celebrated Jewish-music odyssey, "In the Fiddler's House." That engagement reunited London not only with Perlman, but with the 
Klezmer Conservatory Band
, whose founder, 
Hankus Netsky
, had initiated him decades earlier into a then-unknown world of Jewish music.



In a video interview, Netsky -- now the co-chair of New England Conservatory's Contemporary Musical Arts Department -- recalled the determined 12-year-old trumpeter from Long Island he'd met while working as a teenage counselor at Lighthouse Art and Music Camp in Pine Grove, Penn.



"I always tell my students that if you want to be a creative musician, you've got to have technique on your instrument, you've got to channel your life experience, whatever that is, you have to know a certain amount of repertoire, and you have to have creativity," Netsky said. "He had all of them, obviously. But the creativity was off the charts."



Raised in what he called a religious Reform Jewish household in Plainview, London gravitated toward rock music in high school. But at the school's radio station, he discovered recordings on 
Strata-East, a Brooklyn label
 run by the jazz musicians Charles Tolliver and Stanley Cowell, and was taken with one of its more adventurous releases: 
"Sound Awareness,"
 a choir-enhanced, percussion-heavy forebear of what's now called spiritual jazz, by an artist called Brother Ah.



Enrolling in Brown University, London discovered that Brother Ah, born Robert Northern, was teaching improvisation there. When he decided to pursue improvised music as a career, London left Brown and auditioned for the New England Conservatory, where Netsky was teaching. He failed the audition, but paid to take classes anyway, and played in a workshop band Netsky led with the pianist Jaki Byard.



There, he absorbed the work of canonical jazz trumpeters like Dizzy Gillespie and Miles Davis, along with innovators like Olu Dara and Lester Bowie, Netsky recalled. But he was never a purist. "He was listening to Hugh Masekela, he was listening to reggae, he was listening to ska," Netsky said. "The world was completely open to this guy."



Seeking further new sounds, London and his classmates went crate-digging in local record stores, focusing on the world-music bins. "We had big listening parties, and started transcribing a lot of brass-band stuff," the composer and woodwind player Matt Darriau wrote in an email. "We were especially interested in the music we would get on hard-to-find LPs and obscure cassettes brought by musicians traveling from the Balkans."




"I'm thinking about now, thinking about finishing these projects," London said.




That interest led to the formation of 
Les Miserables Brass Band
, which would evolve from a student-recital project to touring with David Byrne and performing at the Public Theater with Lester Bowie. "People playing Bulgarian brass music all over the United States, playing all kinds of brass music from different cultures everywhere," the free-spirited trumpeter Steven Bernstein said, "if Frank wasn't the first, I don't know who was." Bernstein, who jokes about routinely 
being mistaken for London
, dashed to his record shelves during a video interview to retrieve rare LPs he'd learned about from London.



London was also playing free jazz with another group, Ensemble Garuda, when Netsky tapped him to join a workshop band digging into the then-obscure klezmer music he'd found in his great-grandfather's vintage record collection -- a project that became the Klezmer Conservatory Band.



On moving to New York, London responded to an ad seeking klezmer players, and met the musicians with whom he formed the Klezmatics, the most adventurous and successful band of the klezmer revival. Steeped in Hasidic music through countless wedding gigs, London and the saxophonist Greg Wall formed 
Hasidic New Wave
 to infuse traditional melodies with punk-rock spirit. Recording for John Zorn's Tzadik label, London explored Jewish liturgical music with the renowned cantor Jacob Mendelson.



For the tuba player Marcus Rojas, a longtime friend who now plays in Conspiracy Brass, his bandmate's omnivorousness has been instructive. "These notions of how to keep the juicy and meaningful parts of different musics, while creating something new, touched everything he did," Rojas wrote in an email. "That idea is a very New York thing in general, but he and all of the musicians we liked playing with took it to a completely other level."



However closely London has been associated with Jewish music, his faith hasn't had a large role in his approach to his malady. "My Jewish friends are asking me for my Jewish name, so that they can say a certain healing prayer for me, and I appreciate that," he said.



He's been preparing for the ordeal ahead by reading Stoic philosophy concerning the inevitability of death.



"Seneca says that people who don't look at that in their life, when something goes really bad, they're affected much worse because they're not prepared for it," he said. "But if you're someone like me, who's always been aware that everything wonderful in my life is a gift to be appreciated and could be over at any second, you're more prepared when something really devastating comes along. So in many ways, a concert like this is a chance to express gratitude."
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At City Ballet, a Once-in-a-Generation Dancer Arrives



Mira Nadon, the rising New York City Ballet principal, is coming off her best season yet. And it's only the beginning.




Mira Nadon's versatility and artistry were on display this season at New York City Ballet, where she is a principal dancer.




By Gia Kourlas


May 29, 2024


Mira Nadon was 5 when she took her first ballet class. It was pre-ballet, which meant running around the studio, maybe getting a shot at fluttering like a butterfly. This was not for her.



When she found out that students began proper training at 6, Nadon laid it on the line: "I told my mom, 'This isn't serious,'" she said. "'I'm just going to wait till I'm 6.'"



Even then Nadon was levelheaded and unflappable. Now, at just 23
,
 she is a principal dancer with New York City Ballet, approaching the close of a momentous season at Lincoln Center, where her versatility, artistry and jaw-dropping abandon have made her seem like a ballerina superhero. This week, she returns to the role of Helena, the rejected young woman determined to win her lover back in 
George Balanchine's "A Midsummer Night's Dream."
 An affinity for drama is in her bones, but something else makes Nadon a rarity: humor.



Nadon, 
the first Asian American female principal dancer at City Ballet
, is a special, once-in-a-generation kind of dancer. Nadon can flip among many sides of herself -- secretive, seductive, funny, serene. And she lives on the edge, with rapid shifts from romantic elegance to ferocious force. A principal since 2023, Nadon still has raw moments, but so much is starting to click: Her feet are more precise, her partnering more secure.




Nadon in Pam Tanowitz's "Gustave Le Gray No. 1." "She doesn't dance at you, she draws the audience in, and that's her power," Tanowitz said. "It's almost like she's letting us in on this intimate part of herself."




"To watch her grow -- and it's not been very long -- has been tremendous," Wendy Whelan, the company's associate artistic director, said. "It's fast and big and just blossoming."



This spring season, the close of the company's 75th anniversary year, has been largely dedicated to newer ballets. She has danced in works by living choreographers, including Alexei Ratmansky and Pam Tanowitz, and made debuts in works by George Balanchine and Jerome Robbins. "The range has been astounding," Whelan said. "She's been able to hone in on the uniqueness of each of those voices. And she cares about what the intent is of each of those voices, so they're not all the same. She doesn't just go out and do great things. She actually carves out the idea."



The most important debut was in "Errante" (1975), a Balanchine ballet originally called "Tzigane" after its score by Maurice Ravel. Suzanne Farrell, for whom the ballet was made, staged it and coached Nadon. "She's such an intelligent woman and so dry and funny in the best way in the studio," Nadon said. "She's very, very demanding. She's not just going to say 'good job' because you tried and you're working hard. But I love that."



The ballet opens with a five-minute solo for Nadon, whose smoldering use of her eyes and face, along with the smooth control of her body, showed a deep command of the stage as she wound her way along its mysterious violin solo.



Farrell told her that the solo was a lonely experience. "I think she was excited for me to feel that onstage with the violinist," Nadon said. Toward the end of the rehearsal process, Farrell told her that she shouldn't move in a modern way but in a "very stylized older way," Nadon said. "I think that's also what makes it such a special world, that it's unique and different from the way you approach another ballet."




"The range has been astounding," Wendy Whelan, City Ballet's associate artistic director, said of the roles Nadon has taken on.




In Ratmansky's "Pictures at an Exhibition," Nadon was electric, fleshing out shapes while stretching bigger, deeper, longer -- her arms are as fluid and expressive as her legs. And Nadon, at 5 foot 8 inches, has legs. Working with Ratmansky, who is City Ballet's artist in residence, is sharpening her technique, she said, just as Tiler Peck did last season when Nadon danced in her ballet, 
"Concerto for Two Pianos."



"He's so funny," Nadon said of Ratmansky's polite requests. "He'll be like, 'Do you think you could turn out the leg a little more?' 'Do you think you could hit fifth there?' I'm like, 'Yeah, I probably could.'"



This season, she performed in two of Tanowitz's ballets: "Gustave Le Gray No. 1" and "Law of Mosaics," which ends with Nadon dancing a solo barefoot. "She doesn't dance at you, she draws the audience in, and that's her power," Tanowitz said. "It's almost like she's letting us in on this intimate part of herself."



How many dancers can be understated 
and
 wild? It has much to do with how utterly at ease Nadon is onstage, which dates to her training at the Inland Pacific Ballet Academy in Montclair, Calif., where she had many opportunities to perform. "I think it was really beneficial growing up," she said, "to not be scared onstage."



This was already apparent in 2017, when she danced the female lead in Balanchine's "
Scotch Symphony
" at the School of American Ballet Workshop Performances, the annual year-end display of student talent. She was a fearless rush of power and delicacy that left audience members in disbelief. Recalling it now, Nadon laughed. "I didn't think about it too much," she said, "and just did the show and then everyone liked it, and I was like, 
Oh
, I guess you've never seen me perform."



Next month, Nadon will make her debut in "Diamonds," the final section of "Jewels," set to Tchaikovsky, at 
the Kennedy Center
. "There's something about the Tchaikovsky -- the swells and the grandeur that you just feel in your soul," she said. "I'm excited to live in that world and see how it feels."



The part was made for Farrell, and dancing it speaks to Nadon's future as an integral part of City Ballet. But getting to this point was far from a sure thing. Her father is a professor of government and her mother was a lawyer; neither knew much about ballet aside from the dramatic, dark side that is often shown in films. 



When Nadon was accepted to the School of American Ballet, City Ballet's training ground, she knew her parents weren't going to want her to go, which would mean leaving home at a young age. She is grateful to Darci Kistler, a former City Ballet principal, who offered her a scholarship for the summer course and convinced her parents that it would be more than OK to let her go.



"Even getting my parents to agree to let me audition was a struggle," Nadon said. "I was like, 'I just want to see if I get in' and they were like, 'You're not going to go, but you can audition just for yourself.'"




"It's almost like I'm surprised by what my body does," Nadon said. "I'm finding out what's going to happen at the same time as the audience."




To Kistler, she said: "'
Oh -- 
my parents aren't going to let me, but thank you so much.' And Darci said, 'Can you go get your mom?' I was, like, running through the hallways."



It wasn't a yes on the spot, but after some conversations, they agreed. "I'll always be really grateful to her for putting in that extra effort," Nadon said. "My parents still are, like, Thank God for Darci."



Nadon's path through the City Ballet ranks has been swift. She joined the corps de ballet in November 2018 and was promoted to soloist in 2022. Just a year later, she was named principal. "There was a lot of thought that went into -- when you start pushing, giving the opportunities -- making sure she was ready," Whelan said. "We don't want any dancer to fail. We don't want to just throw them out there and say, let's see what happens."



But Nadon was ready -- for all of it. "When I think of myself having the title of principal dancer, it does seem kind of crazy and foreign, but on the day to day, I'm just dancing my ballets and going out onstage," she said with a cheerful shrug. "I guess I've tried not to overthink it too much because I think it could be very heavy and a lot of pressure."



Nadon is self aware. Her temperament, she realizes, is a blessing. She gets nervous for shows, but she's never anxious. And she's there to 
dance
. "My favorite part of the job is just going out onstage and seeing what happens," she said. "It's almost like I'm surprised by what my body does. I'm finding out what's going to happen at the same time as the audience."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/29/arts/dance/mira-nadon-new-york-city-ballet.html
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This 'Russian' Woman Loves China. Too Bad She's a Deepfake.



A.I.-manipulated videos on Chinese sites use young, supposedly Russian women to promote China-Russia ties, stoke patriotism -- and make money.




A.I.-generated versions of Olga Loiek, a Ukrainian college student at the University of Pennsylvania, appeared on the Chinese social media site Xiaohongshu.




By Vivian Wang and Siyi Zhao


May 20, 2024


The woman declares, in Mandarin inflected with a slight accent, that Chinese men should marry "
us Russian women
." In other videos on the Chinese short video platform Douyin, she describes how much she loves Chinese food, and hawks salt and soap from her country. "Russian people don't trick Chinese people," she promises.



But her lip movements don't quite match the audio of the videos, which were posted recently to an account using the name "Ladina." That is because it is footage of 
Shade Zahrai
, an Australian career strategist with more than 1.7 million TikTok followers, that has been modified using artificial intelligence. Someone dubbed Ms. Zahrai's video clips with a voice speaking Mandarin Chinese to make it seem that she was peddling Russian products.



Welcome to a flourishing genre on Chinese social media: A.I.-manipulated videos that use young, purportedly Russian, women to rally support for China-Russia ties, stoke patriotic fervor or make money -- and sometimes all three at once.



It is unclear who is behind many of the videos, but most eventually direct viewers to a product link, suggesting that the primary aim is commercial. And the main target audience seems to be nationalist Chinese men.



The videos are often labeled with hash tags such as "Russian wife" and "Russian beauty." The women featured describe how accomplished Chinese men are, or plead to be rescued by them from poverty or their own less idyllic country.



Another set of videos feature a blond woman, describing her gratitude for having landed in China.



"I really envy my Chinese friends. You're born with the world's most precious identity and most profound and charming language," she says in a video posted to another platform, Xiaohongshu, which is similar to Instagram.



A different video shows the woman thanking the Chinese people for supporting Russia through its economic difficulty by buying Russian chocolates from her. "In the past year, the entire world is boycotting Russia, imposing all kinds of restrictions and difficulties on us. China is like a savior," she says.



These videos looked much more natural, with the woman's lips synced to the fluent Mandarin. But they are fake, too. They were retooled from YouTube videos posted by 
Olga Loiek
, a college student whose real videos are about self-improvement and her gap year in Germany.



Ms. Loiek doesn't speak Chinese. And she would never praise Russia like that, she said in an interview. She is from Ukraine, and some of her relatives are still there.



The makers of these videos are trying to capitalize on a market born of China's current moment in geopolitics, technology and public sentiment.



Relations between Russia and China have deepened significantly in recent years, with the countries' leaders, Vladimir V. Putin and Xi Jinping, declaring a "no limits" partnership in the face of mounting hostility from the West. Mr. Putin 
visited Beijing
 last week, where Mr. Xi 
welcomed him
 with great fanfare. 



The use of foreign faces to laud China also seeks to tap into a sense of national pride, or nationalism, among the Chinese audience. Nationalist content has become one of the 
surest drivers of internet traffic
 in China, in a censorship environment where more and more topics are off limits.



That nationalism -- like nationalism around the world -- has often included a strain of sexism, said 
Chenchen Zhang
, a professor of international relations at Durham University in England.



"This representation of young white women in sexually objectified ways is a typical trope of gendered nationalism, or nationalistic sexism," Professor Zhang wrote in an email. "Viewers can get both their nationalistic and masculine pride reaffirmed in consuming this content."



In several of the videos featuring Ms. Zahrai's manipulated likeness, the faked character 
calls
 her viewers "big brothers." The persona also notes that Russia is not selling those products in Japan or South Korea, two countries with which China has fraught relations.



The Chinese government has often encouraged online nationalism, but there is no indication that it has anything to do with the deepfake videos (though some local governments 
have partnered
 with real Russian women to promote similar messages about China's appeal). There is also a small economy of real Russian influencers, many of them young women, on Chinese social media.




A photograph provided by Russian State Media showed President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia, and the Chinese leader, Xi Jinping, drinking tea during Mr. Putin's visit last week.




Many of the video makers may simply be taking advantage of China's 
embrace of shopping via livestreaming and short videos
. As A.I. technology has become more advanced, some Chinese companies have already switched 
from real to virtual salespeople
 to save money.



Artificially generated videos are likely to become more and more common as a sales tactic, since A.I. technology has advanced so quickly and become so much more accessible to the general public, said 
Haibing Lu
, a professor at Santa Clara University who studies A.I. governance.



Ms. Zahrai's management company said in an email that the A.I. modifications were "poor quality," and that they "would likely appear to be fake" even to casual viewers. Some of the account's videos had only a few dozen views, though the one discussing marrying Russian women had 22,000. 



It didn't seem to matter. An automated counter that pops up in one of the account's videos suggests that the brand of salt being pitched has already been bought 360,000 times across the platform.



When The New York Times reached out to the Douyin account with the videos of the manipulated Ms. Zahrai, the account holder confirmed in an audio message that he had made the videos. "You set up three things: audio, video and mouth. You can build any video you want," he said, before unfriending a reporter.



The levels of sophistication vary. Some of the fake women appear entirely computer generated, move stiffly and look like glorified 
Sims
. Some, like those featuring Ms. Loiek's likeness, are very good.



"Even though I knew it wasn't me, the realism was frightening," said Ms. Loiek, who recently found out that more than 30 different social media accounts in China had co-opted her image. "When I decided to create my YouTube channel, I was aware of the dangers of deepfakes, but I believed it was primarily a concern for famous political and entertainment figures. Now I realize that anyone with video footage of themselves online can be affected."



Ms. Loiek reported the accounts on Xiaohongshu and 
made a YouTube video
 about her experience. Eventually, most of the profiles using her likeness were shut down.



In recent weeks, the social media platforms have tightened scrutiny, removing A.I. videos or adding labels to some of them. China was the first country to enact regulations around generative A.I., and on paper, some of its policies are stricter than those in the West.




Students in a class on livestreaming for online sales. An explosive wave of influencer culture and live online videos in China have transformed the way people buy and sell. 




But countries worldwide are struggling with enforcing their rules. Detecting wrongdoing may be especially difficult in China, because of its closed internet environment, where many foreign social media outlets are banned.



Foreign influencers are unlikely to know their image has been used on Chinese social media and file a copyright complaint. And the Chinese platforms may not be drawing on overseas content, either, when checking for A.I. manipulation, said a 35-year-old man who ran two accounts featuring A.I.-generated Russian women. The man, who gave only his surname, Chen, said he earned about $1,000 a month from the accounts before he shut them down in March, fearing greater regulation.



But more are still proliferating. And Russia may be the hot topic now, but the practice will probably soon spread to whatever the next trend is, said Professor Lu at Santa Clara.



"The people behind this would manipulate any possible topic to attract people's attention," he said. "Show 'how to go to top schools' to parents; 'how to become beautiful,' to young ladies. I believe going forward, everyone will use A.I. technology to customize topics to make videos appealing to a certain audience."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/20/world/asia/china-russia-deepfake.html
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Biden Moves to Open U.S. Banks to Cuba's Private Sector



The rules will allow Cuban entrepreneurs to open bank accounts in the United States, making it easier for them to expand and encouraging other Cubans to start businesses.




Workers cutting wood in the production workshop of Dforja Creations, a private furniture company, on the outskirts of Havana.




By David C. Adams


May 28, 2024


The Biden administration, in a major move to support Cuba's expanding private sector, announced on Tuesday new regulations allowing Cuban entrepreneurs on the island to open bank accounts in the United States for the first time and to make remote online transactions.



The loosening of 
banking rules
 could help entrepreneurs to grow and encourage more Cubans to start small businesses, Biden administration officials said, and is meant to help support Cubans facing hardship amid the country's economic crisis.



Until now, as part of the strict economic embargo the United States has long maintained against Cuba, private owners could not access U.S. banks and have largely had to rely on cash remittances from relatives in the United States to finance their businesses.



The U.S. Treasury Department said the new rules applied only to "independent private sector entrepreneurs" who had no connection to the Cuban Communist Party, the military, members of the Cuban National Assembly, or anyone on a list of officials sanctioned by the United States.



The Cuban government did not immediately respond to a request for comment.



In a major reversal that came decades after Cuba's revolutionary leaders nationalized the economy and outlawed private companies in the 1960s, the Cuban government in 2021 authorized the establishment of small- and medium-size private businesses.



Since then, those enterprises have significantly grown, importing roughly the same amount of goods last year as the Cuban government, according to Cuban officials.



Cuban economists estimate that the private sector now accounts for nearly a third of all employment on the communist-run island, with more than 11,000 licenses issued for private companies. Each private business is allowed to hire a maximum of 100 employees.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/28/world/americas/biden-us-banks-cuba.html
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ConocoPhillips to Acquire Marathon Oil in $22.5 Billion Deal



The takeover is the latest in a wave of consolidation sweeping the oil industry, with the biggest players rushing to acquire smaller rivals.




A ConocoPhillips oil pad in Alaska. The energy company agreed on Wednesday to acquire Marathon Oil, a smaller rival.




By Bernhard Warner and Rebecca F. Elliott


May 29, 2024


ConocoPhillips agreed on Wednesday to acquire its smaller rival, Marathon Oil, the latest deal in a wave of consolidation sweeping the oil industry. The burst of mergers and acquisitions has tracked a robust recovery in commodity prices, with the major players emboldened by record profits and high share prices.



Conoco's 
all-stock deal
 values Marathon at $22.5 billion, including debt. "Marathon has a high-quality asset base with adjacencies to our own assets that will lead to a straightforward integration and meaningful synergies," Ryan Lance, Conoco's chief executive, said in a call with analysts.



Marathon's operations are in some of the most sought-after oil fields in New Mexico, North Dakota and Texas; it also drills offshore of Equatorial Guinea. Many of those positions are near Conoco's.



Marathon traces its roots to the 19th century, and like ConocoPhillips, its predecessors were once part of John D. Rockefeller's Standard Oil empire. In 2011, Marathon Oil spun out its refinery business, which now operates as Marathon Petroleum.



The oil industry in the United States, the world's largest producer of crude, is made up of many small and medium-sized oil companies, ranging from family operations with a few wells in one state to global giants like Exxon Mobil. Wall Street values ConocoPhillips at about $140 billion, making it about 10 times as big as Marathon Oil but around a quarter the size of Exxon.



Oil companies have pulled off some of the biggest acquisitions of the past year despite regulatory scrutiny from the Biden administration and volatility in the oil market. The U.S. giants have been harnessing 
record profits
, giving them the firepower to acquire smaller companies with operations in oil-rich regions like the Permian Basin in New Mexico and Texas and in 
the Gulf of Mexico
.



Among the drivers of consolidation is the fact that companies have staked out many of the U.S. oil and gas fields thought to be most attractive for horizontal drilling and hydraulic fracturing, the techniques that have opened up vast shale fields in places like Texas and New Mexico to drilling. Now, they're combining forces in an effort to cut costs and raise profits.



There was $250 billion in deal-making activity in the oil and gas industry last year, 
according to Reuters
, including Exxon Mobil's 
$60 billion acquisition
 of Pioneer Natural Resources and Chevron's $53 billion deal with Hess, which Hess's shareholders approved 
on Tuesday
.



The boom in oil deals is due in large part to the robust recovery in energy prices since the early days of the pandemic, when oil prices plummeted.



The U.S. benchmark crude oil price is now trading at around $80 a barrel. While prices are about a third lower than the peaks that prevailed in 2022 after Russia invaded Ukraine, they are high enough to allow Western oil companies to make robust profits and buy other producers.



Conoco's share price has nearly tripled in value over the past four years. The company's stock was down about 4 percent on Wednesday afternoon. Marathon was up around 8 percent.



The company said that the purchase of Marathon would add over two billion barrels to its portfolio, with an average cost of less than $30 per barrel to supply.



Conoco was in the running to buy Endeavor Energy Resources earlier this year, but lost out to Diamondback Energy, which announced an agreement in February to buy the company 
for $26 billion
. The opportunity to acquire Marathon came to Conoco's attention a few weeks ago, Mr. Lance told analysts Wednesday.



The combination with Marathon would make Conoco the top producer in a southern Texas oil and gas field known as the Eagle Ford, according to Enverus Intelligence Research. The agreement is subject to regulatory clearance and a vote by shareholders. The companies said they expected to close the deal in the fourth quarter.



In the year after the deal is closed, Conoco said it expects to cut at least $500 million in costs at the combined company. Conoco also said that it was planning to raise its dividend by 34 percent at the end of this year and buy back more than $20 billion of its shares in the three years after the deal, effectively repurchasing all of the shares used to acquire Marathon.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/29/business/dealbook/marathon-oil-conocophillips-deal.html
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American Airlines Is Accused of Discrimination in Lawsuit



Three Black men said they and five other Black men were removed from a Phoenix-to-New York flight in January for about an hour because of a complaint about body odor.




Three Black men said they had been singled out because of their race when asked to get off an American Airlines plane at Sky Harbor International Airport in Phoenix.




By Niraj Chokshi


May 29, 2024


Three Black men have accused American Airlines of "blatant race discrimination" over its temporary removal of them and five other men from a Jan. 5 flight from Phoenix to New York, in a federal lawsuit filed on Wednesday.



The men said they were seated on a plane at Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport when an airline employee went row by row asking them to get off the plane. As they exited, the passengers noticed that all the Black men on the flight, eight in total, appeared to have been removed. The men did not know one another, according to the lawsuit, which was filed on their behalf by the legal arm of Public Citizen, a liberal nonprofit group, and the law firm Outten & Golden.



Once the men left the plane, they asked for an explanation from an airline employee, who said they had been removed because of a complaint about body odor, though nobody had accused the men of an offensive smell, according to the suit. An American representative told the men at the time that the complaint had come from a white flight attendant.



The men said they had been singled out because of their race. When one described the removal from the plane as discriminatory, an American employee said, "I agree, I agree," according to a cellphone recording that was shared with The New York Times.



"We take all claims of discrimination very seriously and want our customers to have a positive experience when they choose to fly with us," American said in a statement. "Our teams are currently investigating the matter, as the claims do not reflect our core values or our purpose of caring for people."



The men are asking for compensation for the "fear, humiliation, embarrassment, mental pain, suffering and inconvenience" they endured and punitive damages, according to the lawsuit, which was filed in federal court in Brooklyn.



They are also seeking changes at American, which has previously faced accusations of racism. In 2017, 
the N.A.A.C.P. warned Black travelers about the airline
, citing several examples of what it described as discrimination. The group dropped its warning about nine months later after American started to address the organization's complaints.



"This case is on behalf of the three individual plaintiffs to seek a remedy for what they went through, but it's bigger than that," said Michael Kirkpatrick, the lead lawyer working on the case for the Public Citizen Litigation Group. "What we're hoping to accomplish with this case is some changes going forward where American Airlines will be reforming their practices and making a change in their culture."



The men said they had waited about an hour at the gate outside the plane before being allowed to board again.



Alvin Jackson, one of the men suing the airline, said he had been on his way home after touring in California with his rock band, Miranda and the Beat. He plays bass guitar.



"There's all these people looking at us like: 'Oh, you all just got kicked off. Why are you coming back on now?'" Mr. Jackson said. "I tried to go into a shell in my seat. I didn't want to get up to use the bathroom."



Before leaving the plane at Kennedy Airport in New York around midnight, Mr. Jackson asked to speak with someone about the episode. The flight crew told him to speak to a representative inside the terminal, but once he got out, no American employees were around and the door to the jet bridge was closed behind him, he said. 




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/29/business/american-airlines-discrimination-lawsuit-black-men.html
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I.M.F. Is Upbeat on China's Growth but Questions Its Industrial Policy



Surging exports and factory investment are buoying China's output, but the housing market faces serious troubles and industrial policies may hurt other countries.




An electric car factory in Ningbo, China, in April.




By Keith Bradsher


May 29, 2024


The International Monetary Fund made sizable increases on Wednesday in its forecasts for China's economic growth, while questioning the scale of the Chinese government's assistance to export-focused industries.



The fund estimates that China will grow 5 percent this year and 4.5 percent in 2025. That is 0.4 percentage points more for each year than the 
fund predicted just six weeks ago
.



China's gross domestic output 
expanded 5.2 percent last year
, as the economy rebounded after nearly three years of stringent pandemic policies that stifled growth. Many economists, including at the I.M.F., had anticipated that China would be held back this year by a severe contraction in the housing market and a slowdown in consumer spending.



Yet while property prices continued to fall and retail sales grew sluggishly, China powered ahead in the first three months of this year. Its economy expanded at an annual rate of about 6.6 percent because of booming increases in exports and strong factory investments.



The Chinese government is taking steps to address the housing crash, but faces enormous challenges. Years of overbuilding have resulted in four million new but unsold apartments and, by one conservative estimate, as many as 10 million that developers have sold but not finished building.



Many owners of vacant investment apartments also find themselves facing years of hefty mortgage payments but little chance the apartments will appreciate significantly in value.



A plan unveiled this month for local governments to buy large numbers of empty apartments and convert them to affordable housing has been met with skepticism by many analysts.



Beyond housing, China has made very heavy investments this year in its factories, which already 
dominate global markets
 for goods ranging from furniture to electric vehicles and solar panels.



Gita Gopinath, the first deputy managing director of the I.M.F., said at a news conference in Beijing on Wednesday that the latest upward revision of its growth forecasts was "driven by strong first quarter G.D.P. growth and recent policy measures," particularly moves to stabilize the housing market.



She called on China to do more to address its real estate problems and warned that the government's industrial policies might hurt other countries.



"China's use of industrial policies to support priority sectors can potentially lead to a misallocation of domestic resources and also potentially affect trading partners," Ms. Gopinath said. She suggested China scale back these policies.



Janet L. Yellen, the United States Treasury secretary, has 
criticized China
 in recent months for its industrial strategy. She has warned against allowing China to greatly increase its exports to make up for economic troubles at home. She has begun rallying international support for tariffs or other restrictions on low-cost Chinese exports that may threaten industries and jobs in the West.



President Biden this month announced 
sharp increases in tariffs
 on some Chinese imports, including electric vehicles and solar panels.



Xi Jinping, China's top leader, 
said
 that China's policies were helping the world by increasing the global supply of goods and alleviating international inflation pressures.



Ms. Yellen 
criticized the I.M.F. last month
 for not challenging China's manufacturing push, which she described as creating overcapacity that is leading Chinese companies to ship their products overseas at very low prices.



Chinese officials reject the term overcapacity as an unfair characterization of their economy. An I.M.F. statement on Wednesday avoided the word, and so did Ms. Gopinath during her news conference.



The I.M.F. recommended that China strengthen its social safety net, which analysts have said China must do to develop a stronger consumer economy and depend less on exports.



Mr. Xi has been 
wary of increases in social spending
. "We still must not aim too high or go overboard with social security, and steer clear of the idleness-breeding trap of welfarism," he said in a speech three years ago.



With China's labor force gradually shrinking because of a decades-long "one child" policy, and with productivity gains slowing now that China has caught up with or passed the West in many technologies, the economy is still expected to grow more slowly in the coming years. The I.M.F. staff predicted on Wednesday that growth would slow to 3.3 percent by 2029.



For the I.M.F., trade squabbles between the West and China come at a particularly delicate time. The fund, which lends money at low interest rates to countries in fiscal distress, is supported financially by investments from member countries.



Established in the aftermath of World War II, the fund has long been dominated by Europe and the United States, which provide much of its money. But voting rights at the fund are supposed to be calculated partly on a country's trade and currency reserves, as well as the size of its economy. China now has the world's largest trade and currency reserves, and has sought a corresponding increase in its influence at the fund.



China's leadership in trade and currency reserves is part of the same export drive that already worries the West.



Ms. Gopinath said the fund's first priority is to expand its base of capital for lending, which it is doing by obtaining larger investments from member countries.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/28/business/imf-china-economy.html
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Guest Essay



What Joan Nathan Taught Me About the Power of Showing Up








By Sarah Wildman


May 26, 2024


Three-quarters of the way through a grueling 10-day hospital stay for my older daughter, Orli, the cookbook author Joan Nathan called me from hospital reception. Her daughter, she said, had read about Orli's latest surgery via social media. Could I come downstairs?



I met Joan in the hospital atrium. Out of her bag she pulled a full Musakhan, the Palestinian chicken dish baked in sumac over pita with pine nuts and onions, Yemenite saffron rice, 
hamentaschen
. In her arms she carried a six-braid German-style challah, studded with nigella seeds. It smelled like joy.



Joan told me about a time, decades earlier, when her own daughter, herself now a mother, was a baby being treated in this hospital. She mentioned moments when others had stepped in to care for her. I couldn't stay to hear more; every moment away from Orli was one I couldn't retrieve.



Still, the divinity in Joan's appearance was not lost on me. She is perhaps the person best known for Jewish cooking in America -- she once had a 
PBS show
. Like many others, I knew her first through her books, her columns, my mother's carefully clipped out recipes. I laid out her beneficence in the paltry hospital parents' space, a bounty set against the stark light of the half-empty vending machine, the broken coffee maker, my tiny hospital-size ginger ale poured into an even smaller plastic cup. In Orli's room I set the challah down on a paper plate and took a photo.



Life in the hospital was often grim and boring (once, when an actor in an Elsa costume stopped by, I took a photo and labeled it "Elsa in Hell."). The worst was returning to a communal refrigerator to discover your own food, from a few weeks prior.



It was startling to receive Joan's meal but not entirely surprising. We were not unknown to each other. I interviewed her, once; she belongs to my synagogue. What was shocking was the way, when Orli died one year later, Joan stepped into our lives, unobtrusively but decisively.



Just days after shiva ended, in the bleary hours when the endless march of visitors ended and  reality set in, Joan wrote and invited us to dinner the following week with her daughter and daughter-in-law. She wasn't precious about it, she wasn't gentle with our feelings, she just asked.



And then, she asked again. To her table. To take a walk. To see if our younger daughter, Hana, wanted to learn how to make an omelet or to try out recipes for a children's cookbook. Joan has a harried energy; you feel like each conversation is a continuation of the last. We were handed decades-old condiments from distant lands to wrestle open, queried on our thoughts about new dishes. We were added in, in other words, like a spice. Sometimes we talked about Orli but not always.



In the fall, I invited her into my sukkah, the temporary outdoor hut Jews sit in for our autumn festival. I panicked to cook for her, but then she took notes on one of my family recipes. In winter, when I shyly suggested we celebrate a night of Hanukkah together, she made it a party -- brought in other children for Hana to meet, had cookie dough ready for the kids to roll out and cut into edible dreidels.



What is necessary in grief is often the most basic and the most difficult: consistency of presence. Joan is 81, about four years older than my mother. She lost her husband, Allan, just weeks after Orli was diagnosed with liver cancer in late 2019. One afternoon last spring she offered me a spoon to share her bowl of ice cream and told me a story: After her first two children, she lost twins. One was stillborn, the other lived outside the womb but only briefly. Still, she continued to live, she had people to live for. "I mostly consider myself lucky," she has told me. She went on to have one more child. She offered the story not as comparison but as context.



I've come to see that, after loss, part of what fuels a person's ability to keep living -- and not just survive -- is a continued engagement with curiosity.



In mourning and in crisis food is often an action, an act. It is typically how we meet the needs of those whose pain we cannot imagine, especially when we feel stymied by our limitations. It is often dropped off, for the family's benefit and for our own. It can be done without offering, or insisting on, presence.



In the early weeks of Orli's bewildering diagnosis, our home was inundated with food. We set up a cooler on our stoop for drop-offs, an online form filled up with well-meaning friends, acquaintances, synagogue members, others. It was a relief, in those early days, not to have to think or work, to just open a container and collapse.



But it was not sustainable. Hana and Orli wanted recipes they recognized. Plus, I missed the normalcy, the rhythm, of cooking. We thanked everyone and turned inward. When Orli died, last March, our table was swollen with sweets, babkas and rugelach and cookies, a spread we no longer had enough people to consume. Food felt overwhelming, irrelevant. Tasteless.



Joan met Orli early in the last summer of Orli's life, a few months after that hospital drop off, at a picnic, on a perfect weekend. It helps that, in this relationship, Orli is not simply an idea. She once heard Orli's scathing wit, her snark.



The other day I stopped by to see Joan; she was just back from promoting her new memoir. She lamented she had no food to serve but then pulled out lavash bread from a local bakery and a silver bowl, cold from her fridge, filled with a new idea: eggplant and walnuts and cashews, blended. She spread some on bread for me, insisted I try it.



"Let's walk," she said, grabbing her keys. "Doesn't it feel good to walk?" 



Sarah Wildman is a staff editor and writer in Opinion. She is the author of "Paper Love: Searching for the Girl My Grandfather Left Behind."
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Nicholas Kristof



Less Marriage, Less Sex, Less Agreement








By Nicholas Kristof


May 30, 2024


I wrote 
a column
 recently lamenting the decline in marriage rates, noting that a record half of American adults are now unmarried. As a long-married romantic myself, steeped in statistics suggesting that marriage correlates with happiness, I found that sad.



My readers, not so much.



Many women readers in particular dismissed heterosexual marriage as an outdated institution that pampers men while turning women into unpaid servants.



"Marriage is generally GREAT for men," declared a woman reader from North Carolina whose 
comment on the column was the single most
 liked, with more than 2,000 people recommending it. Wives get stuck with the caregiving, she added, and "the sex that receives the care is gonna be happier than the sex that doesn't receive the care."



The second most recommended reader comment came from a woman who said that when she and her women friends get together, "We all say, 'Never again.' Men require a lot of care. They can be such babies."



I think these skeptics make some valid points -- we men do need to up our game! -- even as I remain a staunch believer in marriage for both straight and gay couples. But put aside for a moment questions about marriage. The deluge of annoyance among some women readers intrigued me because while it's anecdotal, it aligns with considerable survey evidence of a growing political, cultural and social divide between men and women throughout the industrialized world.



A poll
 across 20 countries by the Glocalities research group found "a growing divide between young men and young women" in political and social outlook, while The Economist examined polling across rich countries and likewise found that young women are becoming significantly more liberal as young men are becoming somewhat more conservative.



A study by Pew found that compared with never-married women, never-married men in the United States are 50 percent more likely to align with Republicans.



One gauge of the rightward drift of young men: In 2014 men ages 55 to 65 were the most conservative group, according to the Glocalities data, while now young men are more conservative than older ones.



The backdrop is that boys and men are lagging in education and much less likely than women to get college degrees. Many of these less educated men struggle in the job market, and increasingly some of them seem to blame their problems on feminism. Young men are more likely than older men to 
tell pollsters
 that "advancing women's and girls' rights has gone too far"; women of all ages disagree.



A remarkable 45 percent of young men ages 18 to 29 
say
 that in America today, men face discrimination. Older men are less likely to feel that way.



The upshot, polling suggests, is that men are becoming grumpier and more resentful of women's success, and more drawn to conservative authoritarian populists, from Donald Trump to misogynist internet personalities like Andrew Tate.



The Glocalities survey concluded that around the world the "radical right increasingly finds fertile ground among young men, which is already impacting elections." Representative Matt Gaetz 
suggested
 that it doesn't matter if Republicans antagonize female voters because they can be replaced by male voters.



The gender gap is easiest to measure in politics, but the Brookings Institution 
warned
 last week that it "also appears in measures other than politics and points to some deeper and potentially even more concerning issues among young people."



"The social bonds of previous generations appear to be eroding among young people, and this has serious consequences for coupling, future birthrates and social cohesion," Brookings said.



One of the most discussed chasms between the sexes is in South Korea, where nearly 
80 percent
 of young men say that men are discriminated against, and where (male) President Yoon Suk Yeol was elected in 2022 in part on an antifeminist platform. Women have their own complaints, including how unhelpful their husbands are in the house. Some Korean feminists have created the 
4B movement
, which promotes no marriage, no babies, no dating and no sex. South Korea's total fertility rate has plummeted to one of the lowest in the world, with the average woman now having just 
0.7 children
.



Brad Wilcox, a sociologist at the University of Virginia, suggests in 
a recent book
 on marriage that the gender divide in South Korea and other Asian countries may offer a glimpse of what is coming to the United States. He estimates that perhaps one-third of today's young Americans will never marry, with couples living together not replacing marriages. More people, he says, are simply detached and on their own.



Some women in America have 
publicly proclaimed
 that they are distancing themselves from men, 
abstaining
 from sex or going "
boy sober.
" 
Nearly 70 percent
 of breakups of heterosexual marriages in the United States are initiated by the wife.



One window into gender tensions is 
a viral meme on TikTok
 in which women discuss whether they would rather encounter a bear in the woods or a man. Many go with the bear.



Young people are not only marrying less and partnering less; they're also having less sex. Traditionally, older folks worried that young people were too promiscuous; now perhaps we geezers should fret about youthful celibacy.



Perhaps this gender divide will reverse and fix itself. Or perhaps, as some of those women commenters suggested, it's not a problem, or else it's a problem for men alone. But 
polling finds
 that both young men and young women across the Western world are deeply unhappy at a time when they seem to be drifting apart and increasingly report that they are "unpartnered." I've written enough about the epidemic of loneliness to be troubled by these divides; social isolation is estimated to be as lethal as smoking.



To me, the fundamental problem is the struggle of men to adapt to a world in which brawn matters less than brains, education and emotional intelligence. That's an important topic that we haven't addressed enough, despite alarm bells like Richard Reeves's 2022 book, "Of Boys and Men."



Reeves and others have proposed many ideas, including recruiting more male teachers, adding more recess and holding boys back so they start school later than girls. Vocational training programs like 
career academies
 and 
Per Scholas
 help, too.



I worry that gender frictions may grow and add tension to modern life, leaving more people facing the world alone with no one to snuggle up to and provide long-term comfort. I fear that I'm a romantic in a world that is becoming less romantic.
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Gail Collins



Robert F. Kennedy Jr. Is Worse Than a Spoiler








By Gail Collins


May 30, 2024


Lately, you've probably been asking yourself: What does it mean that Nicole Shanahan has been chosen as Robert F. Kennedy Jr.'s running mate?



OK, maybe not.



I know, you've got a full and busy life. Still, the Shanahan thing is sorta serious. Let's discuss.



R.F.K. Jr. is, as we all know, running for president as an independent -- an effort that will further publicize his anti-vaccination views and perhaps provide a point to his life.



Shanahan, a lawyer who has never won elective office, is notable for being really, really rich. She's a billionaire, thanks to her five-year marriage to Sergey Brin, one of the founders of Google. Many of us first heard of her when she put
 
$4 million toward financing a Super Bowl ad for Kennedy that superimposed his face on some clips promoting his assassinated uncle. Which drove his siblings further into the arms of President Biden, the recent host of a White House St. Patrick's Day party that included a mega-Kennedy guest list.



"Nearly every single grandchild of Joe and Rose Kennedy supports Joe Biden," R.F.K. Jr.'s younger sister Kerry said in a speech a few weeks after the gathering.



In many presidential contests, a third-party candidate like Kennedy wouldn't make a difference. Every four years, people you've never heard of manage to get themselves on the presidential ballot in one state or another. Never works -- the last time we had a president who wasn't affiliated with either the Democratic or the Republican Party
 
was Millard Fillmore, who was the vice-presidential nominee of the Whig Party and got to be president in 1850 when Zachary Taylor died from supposedly
 
eating too many cherries and drinking too much milk at a Fourth of July celebration.



Do appreciate the singular moment every four years when we can find a way to discuss that killer cherries story.



Anyhow, one thing you do not have to worry about is watching a second President Kennedy being sworn in next year. It's gonna be Joe Biden or Donald Trump.



I know, I know. Stop moaning. That's the big problem here. How many people will vote for R.F.K. Jr. as a protest against the real choices?



This is the Third Party Thwack. The candidates can't win, but they can screw things up for one of the real contenders. Most famous, of course, was Ralph Nader's bid in 2000, which helped give us George W. Bush for president instead of Al Gore. In 2016, Hillary Clinton might have won Michigan, Wisconsin and Pennsylvania -- and her race against Trump -- if the Green Party candidate, Jill Stein, hadn't been on the ballot, draining away some of the people who wanted to vote for a woman.



Kennedy backers say they've already ticked off enough boxes to qualify for the ballot in several states, including deeply significant Michigan. He might even elbow his way into the presidential debate next month. Sooner or later, there'll be a host of physical fitness stories that juxtapose pictures of Trump on the golf course, Biden at the beach and the well-muscled R.F.K. Jr. doing push-ups. If voters decide they want a president who can welcome foreign dignitaries at the White House naked from the waist up, he's definitely your guy.



Shanahan is not somebody you'd normally imagine as a vice-presidential pick. She wed a tech investor who filed to annul the union after 27 days. She's denied reports that her marriage with Brin broke up after she had a fling with Elon Musk. Somebody's going to work all that into a debate question.



The problem here is that Shanahan can use her fortune to underwrite a big presidential drive by Kennedy. Who already has a super-famous name, a good record for environmental work and a son who once dated Taylor Swift.



On the other hand, of course, he's never held office or run a major organization, and he's done little, if anything, to prove political prowess; his fans put his name in for nomination at the Libertarian Party convention on Sunday, and he won about 2 percent of the vote. Some of his positions -- notably on abortion rights -- are cloudy at best.



In recent national polls, Kennedy's gotten around 16 percent of voter support, but there's good reason to believe a very big chunk of that came from folks who just wanted to protest the Biden and Trump options. People, this is a bad, bad idea. Voting for an independent candidate in a presidential contest does not make you principled. It makes you a citizen who cares more about looking cool and above it all than about taking part in the real democratic process.



The two-party system helps bring the country together, and it's going to be particularly important this year. Voters need to believe the winner actually won, and that's tough enough when one of the candidates does not recognize any election as accurate unless he comes out on top.
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Charles M. Blow



How a Group of Rappers Became Trump Evangelists




Donald Trump with the rappers Sheff G, right, and Sleepy Hallow at a rally in the Bronx last week.




By Charles M. Blow


May 30, 2024


One oddity of Donald Trump's Bronx 
rally last week
 was when the former president 
invited two rappers
 -- Michael Williams, who performs as Sheff G, and Tegan Chambers, who performs as Sleepy Hallow -- to the stage.



Both rappers are facing felony charges. And that fact actually makes their appearance at the rally make sense -- it tracks with Trump's seemingly transactional relationship with several hip-hop artists, a history of which I have no doubt Sheff G and Sleepy Hallow are aware.



For instance, just days before the 2020 election, the rapper Lil Wayne, who was weeks away from 
pleading guilty
 to 
a federal gun charge
 that could have resulted in significant prison time, 
met with Trump
 in Florida. Afterward, Wayne 
posted a picture
 of the two of them together flashing thumbs-ups and reading, "Besides what he's done so far with criminal reform, the Platinum Plan is going to give the community real ownership."



The Platinum Plan was Trump's Black economic empowerment proposal that was announced toward the end of that year's presidential race. In what certainly looked a lot like a quid pro quo, Trump 
pardoned
 Wayne as he was leaving office.



Trump has had an interesting relationship with hip-hop. For decades, particularly during the "get money" period of the genre, rappers would 
often
 
name check
 Trump in their songs.



As the journalist and radio host Farai Chideya says in the new Hulu documentary "Hip-Hop and the White House": "There are definitely aspects of Trump's personality and actions that call to the baser nature of hip-hop." She hypothesizes that at least in the past, the misogynistic cohort within hip-hop may have looked at Trump's unrestrained sexism and saw it as aspirational.



But it was the hustler-cum-gangster vibe of Trump, particularly with his ostentatious displays of wealth, that endeared him to many in the rap community.



In the documentary, the rapper Waka Flocka Flame goes as far as saying that Trump was more like Tupac Shakur -- a monumental figure in hip-hop -- than Barack Obama was. That notion is, of course, highly offensive, since Shakur was the son of a Black Panther, grew up around the Panthers, and the organization's ethos 
influenced
 his music and thinking.



But in the run-up to Trump's first presidential race, in which he amplified birther conspiracy theories, questioning Obama's citizenship and legitimacy, Black America was reminded of Trump's history of racist 
words and
 
deeds
 and his name became persona non grata in most of the hip-hop world.



Then Trump found a cheap and easy way to win favor with a few big names, (and not just in the hip-hop community): the apparent dangling of presidential pardons.



And the efficacy of this approach is almost undeniable.



In 2018, when Kanye West made 
a spectacle
 of himself in the Oval Office -- wearing a MAGA hat and hugging Trump -- he brought along an attorney representing Larry Hoover, a Chicago gang kingpin serving several 
life sentences
. The meeting included discussions of prison reform and the effects of crime in Chicago, but West also argued for clemency for Hoover, saying at one point, "It's very important for me to get Hoover out."



Trump didn't pardon Hoover, but he reaped the benefit of having the imprimatur of a Black superstar, at least until his relationship with West 
cooled
 a few years later.



After 
reportedly
 receiving encouragement from the rapper Snoop Dogg, Trump did commute the drug trafficking sentence of a Death Row Records co-founder, Michael Harris, known as Harry-O. And this year, Snoop Dogg -- who was once a vocal Trump critic -- 
said
, "I have nothing but love and respect for Donald Trump."



The rapper Kodak Black may have crystallized the link between Trump and clemency for figures in the rap industry when he was asked by the hosts of the "Drink Champs" podcast how his own commutation from Trump came about. Black 
joked
, "I'm Mafioso, bruh," illustrating the way that Trump has treated pardons and commutations: like gifts from a mob boss.



As the Harvard professor Brandon Terry, who has studied the aesthetics and sociology of hip-hop and Black youth cultures, told me, Trump's grants of clemency "feed that kind of heroic, solidaristic picture of him as a strong man dispensing favor to people who stay in line."



The way Trump uses the pardon power reduces our conception of justice to capricious acts of forgiveness, not so much bestowed as traded for loyalty, creating unwritten indentureship for the recipients.



Pretty clearly, Trump believes in an inherent and endemic link between Blackness and criminality. In a 2016 debate, he said that minorities in inner cities "
are living in hell
." In 2020, he falsely implied that the 2020 election was stolen from him partly due to cheating in major cities with large Black populations. This year, he 
suggested
 that Black people identify with him because he has a mug shot.



The rot at the core of these beliefs is unmistakable, and yet a number of rappers have still allowed themselves to be used as Trump's pawns.



Corey Miles, a Tulane University sociology professor who studies the relationship of trap music, a subgenre of hip-hop, to the carceral state, says that Trump is "double dipping," routinely calling, on the front end, for the criminal justice system to get tough, but on the back end tying his selfish critique of the same criminal justice system now going after him to Black people's legitimate critiques of that system.



He's doing nothing to alter the predation of the system, only horse trading exemptions from it.



And the testimonials that Trump buys with his pardons matters, not because people take direct voting advice from musicians, but because these musicians quite literally have the mic, and what they say can soften the ground in the culture, making support of Trump for some feel less like treachery and more like rebellion.
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letters



In the 'Demandingly Joyful Company' of Socrates and Plato


May 29, 2024







To the Editor:



Re "
Higher Education Needs More Socrates and Plato
," by Ezekiel J. Emanuel and Harun Kucuk (Opinion guest essay, nytimes.com, May 19):



I applaud Professors Emanuel and Kucuk and their call for "more Socrates and Plato" in higher education. I add only that their proposals have long been followed at St. John's College, which I had hoped would merit a mention, since our practices are uncannily similar to what the professors suggest.



To borrow the words of the professors, we offer a "broad-based" education that spans disciplines and is rooted in Great Books. We do so as preparation for "democratic citizenship," which we embody in "small seminar discussions" led by teachers who function as guides, not experts.



We even give our students, before their first class, a document that outlines the virtues of brevity, "listening at length" and "being willing to go where the argument leads." That document, "Notes on Dialogue," was written by Stringfellow Barr, whose close reading of Plato led him to create the unique program of instruction St. John's College has offered the American republic for nearly 100 years.



We welcome more Socrates and Plato, but our students have been learning in their demandingly joyful company for quite some time.



Brendan Boyle
Annapolis, Md.
The writer is associate dean for graduate programs at St. John's College.



To the Editor:



What Ezekiel J. Emanuel and Harun Kucuk should have highlighted in their otherwise thoughtful argument for renewing higher education's commitment to "the liberal arts ideals that have made them great" is a more directed focus on what it means to educate students to be intellectuals.



What Socrates, Plato and all the other philosophers and writers whom the authors mention represent are examples of what is historically called "the intellectual."



Different in form, yet consistent in their desire to know, to learn, to understand, to engage with the hard problems of their day, to discuss, to challenge, to inquire, to provoke, to awaken, to read, to analyze, to reflect: These are the qualities of the intellectual, and we should be educating our college students to embody and practice these dispositions and habits of mind and body from Day 1.



Civic education, as the authors discuss it, should start in early childhood. But anti-intellectualism has so rooted itself in the fibers of higher education that to argue for a liberal arts education is controversial. To argue for educating students to be intellectuals is radical.



Eric J. Weiner
East Hampton, N.Y.
The writer is a professor of education at Montclair State University.



To the Editor:



As a lifelong educator, I think the great books and the great debates over the great questions should be done in high school or even earlier. Why wait until college to engage young people in citizenship? This way when students graduate the foundation is there already, no matter what path they decide on -- college or no.



Wasn't that the idea of public schooling to begin with? Don't we want to teach to the imagination of students and not just equip them with functional skills?



Julianne Sumner
Lenox, Mass.



Wrong, Tim Scott








To the Editor:



Re "
Election Updates: Tim Scott Says That Black Americans Would Be Better Off Under Trump
" (nytimes.com, May 26):



I want Senator Tim Scott to explain how Black Americans would be better off under another Trump administration. Mr. Trump has said that he wants to 
cut back on federal programs
 like Medicare, Medicaid and Social Security that a large number of Black Americans rely on. He wants to replace Obamacare -- again a program that many Black Americans rely on -- with what is not exactly clear. He wants to 
end diversity and inclusion programs.



The White House Office of Environmental Justice will surely be closed. I can't even begin to list examples of Mr. Trump's history of racism, starting with 
refusing to rent to Black tenants
, wanting the 
death penalty for the Central Park Five
, etc., etc.



What is good for Black Americans about this? Does Senator Scott think they are as gullible as he is?



Daniel Fink
Beverly Hills, Calif.



Political Violence: Lessons From Northern Ireland




Trump supporters' riot at the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, was one of the largest acts of political violence in modern American history.




To the Editor:



"
Threats and Fear Are Transforming U.S. Politics
" (front page, May 20) does an important job of highlighting the "steady undercurrent of violence and political risk that has become the new normal" for our public officials.



I just returned from Northern Ireland, a place that experienced decades of civil war; this spring marks 26 years of peace. I was there with a cross-partisan group of U.S. faith leaders and former politicians to learn how Northern Ireland overcame seemingly intractable, violent, identity-based division.



Three main lessons came through. First, when you hold a mirror to American society, we are much further along the path to normalized violent conflict than we know. Second, prolonged violent conflict leads to immense suffering and destruction. Third, a return to peace is never quick.



And the hopeful lesson is that people who used to hate, bomb and maim one another could find common ground. They found this in exhaustion from the killing and pain, a desire for better lives for their children and a sense of common humanity. By painstaking and determined conversation, they found a way to agree. We, in the U.S., need to do the same.



Tom Crick
Atlanta
The writer is a project adviser with the Carter Center's Conflict Resolution Program.



Saving Marilyn Monroe's House




The Spanish Colonial-style house that was Marilyn Monroe's home in the Brentwood neighborhood of Los Angeles is at the center of a legal dispute between its owners and the city.




To the Editor:



Re "
Homeowners Who Planned to Demolish Marilyn Monroe House Sue Los Angeles
" (news article, nytimes.com, May 8):



Marilyn Monroe's housekeeper once said that her Brentwood home, with its thick beams and walls, made the actress feel safe. It became her refuge, a place where she could go when the world became too much. It was also the place where Marilyn kept her beloved collection of books and other items she treasured.



The house wasn't fancy by Hollywood standards, but it was solely hers, and she loved it. If her "spirit" resides anywhere today, it's there. Marilyn herself has become a global symbol of not only glamour and sex, but also personal perseverance and courage in the face of great odds. All good reasons to save her beloved Brentwood home from the wrecking ball.



Joe Elliott
Arden, N.C.



FAFSA Mishap




Georgetown University in June 2023. Government officials were warned of potential pitfalls in the overhaul of a federal student aid application that ultimately threw the college application process into chaos this year.




To the Editor:



Re "
Documents Show Missteps in Overhaul of College Aid
" (news article, May 21):



I'm grateful for The Times's investigation into the yearslong struggle to update the Free Application for Federal Student Aid.



I serve as the vice president of programs at 
Chicago Scholars
, a nonprofit that serves students from low-income households or who will be first-generation students and want to attend a four-year college. The FAFSA mishap upended the college decision season for everyone in our organization, and finding workarounds has unfairly fallen to our students and counselors.



Roadblocks like this forced students to choose between a provisional financial aid package and a gap year. Unfortunately, we find that Chicago Scholars students who take a gap year are far less likely to earn a degree. For many of our students, a college degree is the most attainable path to economic mobility, and it is a path they have worked hard to access.



Our students deserve more than they've been given in this situation. This latest misstep is only further evidence that they continue to be left behind.



Tamara Hoff Pope
Chicago
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        Logging in Canada's Most Famous National Park to Save It From Wildfires
        Trees have been cut to create fire guards in Banff, the country's most popular national park. After its warmest winter in history, Canada braces for another season of wildfires.

      

      
        Volcano Erupts in Iceland, Spewing Lava 150 Feet Into the Air
        Guests staying at the Blue Lagoon spa and surrounding hotels were ordered to evacuate hours before the eruption occurred.

      

      
        Climate Change Added a Month's Worth of Extra-Hot Days in Past Year
        Since last May, the average person experienced 26 more days of abnormal warmth than they would have without global warming, a new analysis found.

      

      
        Gaza Offensive to Last at Least to Year's End, Israeli Official Says
        The assessment, at odds with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's assertion that the country is "on the brink of victory," came as Israel claimed control of a key buffer strip along Egypt's border.

      

      
        In This English Countryside Race, the Winner Takes the ... Cheese
        Every year, thousands gather at a steep hill in southwestern England to watch competitors hurtle themselves after a coveted prize: a wheel of Double Gloucester.

      

      
        Briefly Open to a Fair-Looking Election, Venezuela Reverses Course Again
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The loggers' work was unmistakable.



Flanked by dense forests, the mile-long, 81-acre expanse of land on the mountainside had been stripped nearly clean. Only scattered trees still stood, while some skinny felled trunks had been left behind. A path carved out by logging trucks was  visible under a light blanket of snow.



The harvesting of trees would be routine in a commercial forest -- but this was in Banff, Canada's most famous national park. Clear-cutting  was once unimaginable in this green jewel in the Canadian Rockies, where the longstanding policy was to strictly suppress every fire and preserve every tree. 



But facing a growing threat of wildfires, national park caretakers are increasingly turning to loggers to create fire guards: buffers to stop forest fires from advancing into the rest of the park and nearby towns.



"If you were to get a highly intense, rapidly spreading wildfire, this gives fire managers options,'' David Tavernini, a fire and vegetation expert at Parks Canada, the federal agency that manages national parks, said as he treaded on the cleared forest's soft floor.




David Tavernini, a fire and vegetation expert at Parks Canada, in a fire guard in Yoho National Park, which is next to Banff.




Still reeling from its worst wildfire season on record last year, Canada is now confronting the quick start of a new one. So-called zombie fires, which smoldered under snow-covered ground during the winter, have sprung to life and forced thousands to flee from affected cities and towns in Western Canada.



Coming out of Canada's warmest winter in history, communities near forests are bracing for another tough wildfire season, and for a future increasingly prone to wildfires as a result of climate change. 



Long-planned measures meant to protect against wildfires -- like the fire guard in Alberta's Banff park and other projects in the town of Banff -- have taken on a greater sense of urgency.



Last year, a dozen fires were ignited, mostly from lightning, in Banff and two adjoining national parks, including three near the new fire guard. They were quickly extinguished.



But across Alberta, the impact of last year's record wildfire season was "massive,'' said Katherine Severson, director of emergency services in the town of Banff.



The increased number of fires in sparsely populated areas of Canada has affected not only nearby communities, but also distant ones, with the intense smoke they have generated floating into southern Canada and into the United States.



"It's now normal -- every single day, cities and towns are making decisions on whether they can hold outdoor activities because of smoke,'' Ms. Severson said.



Last year, wildfires scorched 18.5 million hectares, or 46 million acres, of land in Canada, more than doubling the previous record set two decades ago, and sending smoke as far away as Europe. Fires spread uncontrollably across the country, not only in Western provinces accustomed to blazes, but also in Quebec and the Maritimes, where such large fires are rare. 



This spring, much of Alberta is facing drought conditions. In the Rockies, the snowpack was "exceptionally low,'' said 
John Pomeroy
, a hydrologist based near Banff and the director of the 
Global Institute for Water Security
. 




Cattle on the road near Morley, Alberta. Spring snow was not enough to end a severe drought in parts of western Canada.




"As a setup for this time of the year, it looks worse than last year,'' Mr. Pomeroy said. "But I qualify that by saying that lots could change. Last year, we also had record heat and lack of rainfall.''



Extreme heat and unusual weather patterns helped create the conditions that led to last year's record wildfire season, said 
Michael Flannigan
, an expert on fire management at 
Thompson Rivers University 
in British Columbia.



"Last year was a real outlier,'' Mr. Flannigan said. "So statistically, it's unlikely that you'll get another outlier.''



Still, wildfire firefighting agencies across the country -- which traditionally hired personnel only during fire seasons and included university students on summer jobs -- are starting to employ professionals year round as fire seasons grow longer, Mr. Flannigan said.



In British Columbia, Mr.  Flannigan said some "overwintering zombie fires'' were so big that firefighting crews could not extinguish them along their perimeters, and they are now actively burning.



"The fire season ended so late last year that they didn't have time to do as much mop up as they would have liked,'' he said.



In northern Alberta, the Beaver Lake Cree Nation reserve is one of many communities beefing up their firefighting capacity against the growing threat of wildfires. Its fire agency now has 20 volunteers, up from seven last year, said Shane Bair, the fire chief and director of emergency services.



Last year, a human-caused fire on a ranch inside the reserve burned 157 acres of land and came within half a kilometer, or 540 yards, of homes. Residents of 23 houses were evacuated as firefighters struggled to control the fire, fed by powerful winds and extremely dry conditions, Mr. Bair said.




Shane Bair, fire chief and director of emergency services for the Beaver Lake Cree Nation reserve. The community has increased its volunteer firefighting force.




To reduce the risk of a repeat, Mr. Bair's crew carried out four controlled burns on the reserve this year to get rid of potentially flammable grass in large, open areas.



"It hadn't burned for a few years, so we really wanted to get that part done,'' he said. "We saw it as a high-risk, high traffic area.''



The community had hoped to perform more controlled burns but was limited by the mild winter, he said. Snow melted quickly and little water was absorbed into the ground.



"Usually, we want to do those burns while there's still snow on the ground, so our window was very small,'' Mr. Bair said.



In the town of Banff, officials have cut down trees in forested areas on the community's edges to make them less dense and flammable. Embers from advancing fires can travel two kilometers, or 1.2 miles, in the air, igniting fires in areas across bodies of water, said Russ Geyer, the fire chief.



Firefighters must protect both residents and visitors to the town of Banff, whose population of 9,000 can swell to 40,000 during summer weekends. 



Banff National Park -- with its majestic mountains, turquoise water lakes, glaciers and rich wildlife -- is by far Canada's most popular national park, drawing more than 4 million visitors each year from all over the world.



In the town of Banff, fire officials are encouraging homeowners to make their homes safer by trimming low-hanging branches on conifers, installing sprinklers and upgrading wooden roofs with fire-resistant material, Mr. Geyer said, adding that some initiatives had started two decades ago.



"We started slow and people saw that as something we were doing, but it wasn't that urgent,'' Mr. Geyer said. 




Parks Canada employees in a fire guard in Yoho National Park. Climate change has increased the frequency and intensity of wildfires. 




In recent years, a rethinking of how to manage forests against fires has also been underway.



In Banff National Park, which was created in 1885 and is Canada's oldest, officials until 1983 hewed to a strict policy of fire suppression, rather than take significant steps to prevent or manage fires. 



The result now is a landscape of dense forests dominated by conifers, which are extremely flammable.



Historical photos of the area before the park was established show a greater variety of trees and more open spaces, said Mr. Tavernini, the fire and vegetation expert at Parks Canada. Lightning and controlled burns by the local Indigenous people regularly thinned out the forests, he said.



In recent years, parks officials have carried out controlled burns. But perhaps nothing is as large and visually dramatic as the 81-acre fire guard, which was completed last year, along a main road inside Banff park.



An even larger fire guard was finished this winter in adjoining Yoho National Park. Work on a third one -- near Lake Louise, one of Banff's most popular spots -- could get underway later this year.



A logging company was hired to cut down the trees on the first two sites, carrying out the projects in return for the lumber. Parks Canada also got a total of 80,000 in Canadian dollars from the sale of the harvested lumber at the two fire guards, said Shelly Tamelin, project manager for wildfire risk reduction at Parks Canada.



Cleared of flammable conifers, the fireguards are designed to stop advancing fires from spreading beyond them. They also provide staging areas for firefighters to directly attack fires by drawing water from nearby ponds.



At the same time, parks officials were aware of the need to move gingerly with clear-cuts in cherished national parks.



"We're trying to pick areas,'' Ms. Tamelin said, "where we have to remove the fewest amount of trees to create the widest open space.''




Shelly Tamelin, a project manager for wildfire risk reduction at Parks Canada, said the agency tries to cut down as few trees as possible to create fire guards.








This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/29/world/canada/canada-wildfires-logging-banff-climate.html
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Volcano Erupts in Iceland, Spewing Lava 150 Feet Into the Air



Guests staying at the Blue Lagoon spa and surrounding hotels were ordered to evacuate hours before the eruption occurred.




A cloud of smoke billows as a volcano erupts in Grindavik, Iceland, on Wednesday.




By Egill Bjarnason


May 29, 2024


A volcano in southwestern Iceland erupted on Wednesday for the fifth time since December, cracking the Sundhnjukar mountain ridge open with spectacular force and sending lava spewing 150 feet into the air.



The meteorological office said it received indications of a possible eruption about two hours before it occurred at 1 p.m. local time in Grindavik, prompting the civil defense agency to immediately urge guests at the Blue Lagoon -- the geothermal spa that is one of Iceland's most popular tourist destinations -- to evacuate.



"Evacuate, Evacuate!" read a text message sent to the nearly 800 guests staying at the Blue Lagoon and surrounding hotels. Civil defense sirens installed in February rang out as visitors scrambled to leave.



Within minutes
 of the eruption, drivers traveling the highway to Keflavik Airport posted pictures of the nearly two-mile-long fissure at Sundhnjukar. A large column of smoke was visible from Reykjavik, the capital.



Helga Arnadottir, a spokeswoman, said that this was the fifth evacuation order since the volcano first roared back to life last year. The evacuation went as "smoothly as the ones before," Ms. Arnadottir added. Hotel guests took about half an hour to evacuate, she said.



Another 300 people had to move from Grindavik, a fishing town that has largely been abandoned since January after lava and earthquakes from previous eruptions destroyed parts of it. The government has offered to buy all residential homes in Grindavik to allow residents to resettle elsewhere. Nearly all property owners in the area 
have opted to sell.



Iceland's tourism board urged people not to try to get close to the eruption and was quick to note that the country remained a safe destination. The island nation's economy relies heavily on tourism; airlines and travel agencies have reported 
a drop in sales since the eruptions
 began in December. Keflavik Airport reported no disruption to flights on Wednesday.



While the eruption occurred with little notice, scientists had predicted another volcanic event would happen after the last eruption three weeks ago.



Magnus Gudmundsson, who was among the first volcanologists to fly over the site, told The New York Times that the fissure at Sundhnjukar appeared to have grown. By Wednesday evening, lava had reached the barriers surrounding Grindavik that had been put in place to redirect the flow away from the town.



"We watched the fissure widen and a heavy stream of lava running south" toward Grindavik, Mr. Gudmundsson said. Parts of the main road were destroyed. The volcano has already produced 2.1 square miles of lava, Mr. Gudmundsson added, "a good amount."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/29/world/europe/iceland-volcano-erupts-grindavik.html
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Climate Change Added a Month's Worth of Extra-Hot Days in Past Year



Since last May, the average person experienced 26 more days of abnormal warmth than they would have without global warming, a new analysis found.




Receiving treatment for heatstroke in a hospital in Karachi, Pakistan, on Thursday.




By Raymond Zhong


May 28, 2024


Over the past year of record-shattering warmth, the average person on Earth experienced 26 more days of abnormally high temperatures than they otherwise would have, were it not for human-induced climate change, scientists said Tuesday.



The past 12 months have been the planet's hottest ever measured, and the burning of fossil fuels, which has added huge amounts of heat-trapping gases to the atmosphere, is a major reason. Nearly 80 percent of the world's population experienced at least 31 days of atypical warmth since last May as a result of human-caused warming, the researchers' analysis found.



Hypothetically, had we not 
heated the globe to its current state
, the number of unusually warm days would have been far fewer, the scientists estimated, using mathematical modeling of the global climate.



The precise difference varies place to place. In some countries, it is just two or three weeks, the researchers found. In others, including Colombia, Indonesia and Rwanda, the difference is upward of 120 days.



"That's a lot of toll that we've imposed on people," said one of the researchers who conducted the new analysis, Andrew Pershing, the vice president for science at Climate Central, a nonprofit research and news organization based in Princeton, N.J., adding, "It's a lot of toll that we've imposed on nature." In parts of South America and Africa, he said, it amounts to "120 days that just wouldn't be there without climate change."



Currently, the world's climate is shifting toward the La Nina phase of the cyclical pattern known as the El Nino-Southern Oscillation. This typically portends cooler temperatures on average. Even so, the recent heat could have reverberating effects on weather and storms in some places for months to come. Forecasters expect 
this year's Atlantic hurricane season
 to be extraordinarily active, in part because the ocean waters where storms form have been off-the-charts warm.



The analysis issued Tuesday was a collaboration between several groups: Climate Central, the Red Cross Red Crescent Climate Centre and World Weather Attribution, a scientific initiative that examines extreme weather episodes. The report's authors considered a given day's temperature to be abnormally high in a particular location if it exceeded 90 percent of the daily temperatures recorded there between 1991 and 2020.



The average American experienced 39 days of such temperatures as a result of climate change since last May, the report found. That's 19 more days than in a hypothetical world without human-caused warming. In some states, including Arizona and New Mexico in the Southwest and Washington and Oregon in the Northwest, the difference is 30 days or more, a full extra month.



The scientists also tallied up how many extreme heat waves the planet had experienced since last May. They defined these as episodes of unseasonable warmth across a large area, lasting three or more days, with significant loss of life or disruption to infrastructure and industry.



In total, the researchers identified 76 such episodes over the past year, affecting 90 countries, on every continent except Antarctica. There was the 
punishing hot spell in India
 last spring. There was the 
extreme heat
 that worsened wildfires and strained power grids in North America, Europe and East Asia last summer. And, already this year, there has been 
excessive warmth
 from Africa to the Middle East to 
Southeast Asia
.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/28/climate/extreme-heat-worldwide.html
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Gaza Offensive to Last at Least to Year's End, Israeli Official Says



The assessment, at odds with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's assertion that the country is "on the brink of victory," came as Israel claimed control of a key buffer strip along Egypt's border.




Israeli soldiers in central Gaza in January. Israel's national security adviser said on Wednesday that he expects military operations in Gaza to continue through at least the end of the year.




By Aaron Boxerman, Gabby Sobelman, Erika Solomon and Thomas Fuller


May 30, 2024


Israel's national security adviser said Wednesday that he expected military operations in Gaza to continue through at least the end of the year, appearing to dismiss the idea that the war could come to an end after the military offensive against Hamas in Rafah.



"We expect another seven months of combat in order to shore up our achievement and realize what we define as the destruction of Hamas and Islamic Jihad's military and governing capabilities," Tzachi Hanegbi, the national security adviser, said in a radio interview with Kan, the Israeli public broadcaster.



The Israeli military also said Wednesday that it had seized "operational control" over a 
buffer strip
 along the southern edge of Gaza to prevent cross-border smuggling with Egypt that would allow Hamas and other Palestinian militant groups to rearm. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has said repeatedly that controlling the corridor is critical for Israeli security in postwar Gaza.



Rear Adm. Daniel Hagari, the Israeli military spokesman, said the zone was "Hamas's oxygen tube" and had been used by the Palestinian armed group for "smuggling munitions into Gazan territory on a regular basis." He said that Hamas had also built tunnels near the Egyptian border, calculating that Israel would not dare strike so close to Egyptian territory. 



In recent months, Israeli defense officials have told the public to expect a protracted campaign in Gaza, although one that would progress in phases toward lower-intensity fighting.



Still, Mr. Hanegbi's assessment of at least another seven months of military operations appeared to be at odds with earlier projections by Mr. Netanyahu, who said in April that the country was "on the brink of victory" in its war against Hamas.



On Tuesday, the Israeli military said it was deploying an undisclosed number of additional troops in Rafah, where soldiers are engaged in close-quarters fighting with Hamas. Israeli officials have described the operations there as "limited and localized," but satellite images of troop movements and reports from residents of increasing bombardments suggest a more significant operation.



Israel faces 
rising international pressure
 to wind down its campaign and reach a cease-fire deal with Hamas that would include the release of hostages held in Gaza. The chief prosecutor of the International Criminal Court has requested arrest warrants for Mr. Netanyahu and Israel's defense minister; the World Court has ordered the country to rein in its offensive in Rafah; and the Biden administration has expressed frustration with the lack of a clear Israeli plan for postwar Gaza.



Speaking on a visit to Moldova on Wednesday, Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken urged Israel to come forward with a postwar vision for Gaza.




Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken on Wednesday in Moldova, where he urged Israel to come forward with postwar plans for Gaza.




Without a plan, "Hamas will be left in charge, which is unacceptable," Mr. Blinken said. "Or if not, we'll have chaos, lawlessness and a vacuum."



The outcry over the humanitarian crisis and death toll in Gaza has only sharpened in recent days, after an Israeli bombardment on Sunday -- which sparked a conflagration in an area where displaced Palestinians were sheltering -- 
killed at least 45 people
 in western Rafah, according to the Gaza Health Ministry. The Israeli military said the airstrike had targeted two Hamas commanders and that it was looking into what could have caused the blaze.



Overall, 36,000 Palestinians have been killed since the Hamas-led surprise attack on Israel on Oct. 7, according to Gazan health officials. About 1,200 people, mostly civilians, were killed in Israel during the attack, according to the Israeli authorities, who also said the Palestinian militants took around 250 people back to Gaza as hostages.



The toll on civilians in and around Rafah has been enormous. More than a million Gazans have fled the city in the face of the onslaught, according to the United Nations.



Aid workers say the offensive has strained medical and humanitarian services to the breaking point, with only one hospital still functioning and several aid operations forced to decamp to other parts of the Gaza Strip.



The health care crisis in the city has been compounded by the closure of emergency clinics and other services amid continued clashes and strikes that have killed dozens of civilians.



Among the aid operations that have shuttered this week are a field hospital run by the Palestinian Red Crescent, a clinic supported by Doctors Without Borders and kitchens run by 
World Central Kitchen
, which restarted operations in late April, only weeks after seven of its workers were killed in an Israeli strike that the military admitted was a "grave mistake."



"As Israeli attacks intensify on Rafah, the unpredictable trickle of aid into Gaza has created a mirage of improved access, while the humanitarian response is in reality on the verge of collapse," 19 aid groups said in a 
joint statement
 on Tuesday.




Palestinians fleeing Rafah on Wednesday. More than a million Gazans have fled the city in the face of the onslaught, according to the United Nations.




Israel has called the Rafah operation essential to take out Hamas forces arrayed in the city as well as to secure the border with Egypt.



An Israeli military official, who briefed reporters Wednesday on condition of anonymity to comply with military protocol, said that troops had identified at least 20 tunnels running from Gaza into Egypt, some of them only recently discovered.



But in briefing reporters later on Wednesday night, Admiral Hagari stopped short of claiming that the tunnels crossed the border.



"I can't say now that all of these tunnels cross into Egypt," he said. "We'll inspect that, pass along the intelligence" to Egypt. The tunnel shafts in Gaza "are located in proximity to the border with Egypt, including in buildings and homes," he added. "We'll investigate and take care of each of those shafts."



After the Israeli announcement, Egypt's state-run Al-Qahera News channel quoted an unnamed senior official saying "there is no truth" to claims of tunnels under the border.



"These lies reflect the magnitude of the crisis facing the Israeli government," the official said, adding, "Israel continues its attempts to export lies about on-the-ground conditions for its forces in Rafah in order to obscure its military failure and to find an escape for its political crisis."



Israel's 1979 peace treaty with Egypt tightly regulated how many troops either country could place in a series of zones -- including the Philadelphi Corridor -- in an attempt to create a buffer between the two sides.



Egypt has 
previously
 warned that an Israeli occupation of the border corridor would pose a "serious threat to Egyptian-Israeli relations." On Monday, at least 
one Egyptian soldier was killed
 in a shooting incident with Israeli forces near the Rafah crossing; both sides have said they are investigating the matter.




Israeli armored personnel carriers on the border with the Gaza Strip on Wednesday.




Israeli troops are not present everywhere in the Philadelphi Corridor, the Israeli military official said, but they now can effectively cut off Hamas's ability to move through tunnels under and near the border. During the operation, Israeli troops destroyed a tunnel network that ran for nearly a mile underground in eastern Rafah, Admiral Hagari said.



Egypt's government has disputed that cross-border tunnels are a problem, saying that its own forces had eliminated them in recent years.



A limited number of Israeli forces have also deployed in the area of Tel al-Sultan, in western Rafah, the official said. That is the deepest advance into the city of Rafah confirmed by Israel since its ground offensive there began in early May.



Egypt and Israel have traded blame over who is responsible for the continued closure of the Rafah crossing, a key conduit for bringing aid into Gaza and allowing the sick and wounded to leave. Israeli troops captured the crossing overnight on May 7 and Israeli, Egyptian and Palestinian officials have been unable to strike a deal to resume operations there.



Rawan Sheikh Ahmad
, 
Emad Mekay
 and 
Johnatan Reiss
 contributed reporting.
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"Cheese! Cheese! Cheese!" hundreds of people chanted at the top of their lungs.



An eight-pound wheel of 
Double Gloucester cheese
 flew down a hill. Seconds later, a cascade of two dozen people tumbled after it. The first person to reach the bottom of the hill, which is so steep that it is almost impossible to remain standing while sprinting down it, wins.



The cheese-chasing contest, one of the most peculiar traditions in England, if not the world, dates to at least the early 1800s, according to local lore. Though it's unclear why the race started -- some say it had to do with grazing rights on the land, or a fertility ritual -- today, people come from around the world to see or participate in the event themselves.



Thousands showed up to Cooper's Hill in southwestern England to watch on Monday, undeterred after the local authorities deemed the event unsafe for competitors and spectators alike. The winners hailed from as close as Gloucestershire and as far away as Germany, the United States and Australia.




The race draws spectators from around the world.




Dylan Twiss, a 25-year-old from Perth, Australia, who won one of the races, said that as soon as he realized he would be in England when the competition took place, he knew he had to compete. "I said, 'All right, I'm going, and I'm winning it,'" he said.



At the top of the 200-yard hill, said Mr. Twiss, an outdoors instructor, he tried to stay relaxed. As soon as the race began, he was "literally just rolling with it," running and tumbling as fast as he could. "I've got a gash on the knee, but that is a small price to pay," he said, 
holding the prize
: a large wheel of Double Gloucester.




Competitors ran, slid, tumbled and rolled down the hill in pursuit of the wheel of cheese.




Before the first race, it started raining, and the crowd began to agitate. "Put your brollies down!" onlookers yelled, using the popular British term for umbrellas, frustrated that their views of Cooper's Hill were being blocked.



The rain, while brief, may have turned out to be a blessing. A volunteer paramedic said it had made the ground much softer and therefore safer for those hurtling down it. In years with no rain, he said, he is typically "running around like a headless chicken" to provide medical treatment to contestants.



It was not clear whether anyone was seriously injured this year, although there were plenty of bumps and bruises. Two men limped off the hill, clutching their ribs, and at least one person said he had gone to the hospital.



Last year, one of the winners, 
Delaney Irving of Canada
, was knocked unconscious just before crossing the finish line. In 1997, 
more than 30 people
 had to be treated by paramedics, according to the local news outlet Gloucestershire Live.




A competitor received medical attention after one of the races. 




The participants couldn't say they weren't warned: Before the event, Arman Mathieson, assistant chief constable of the Gloucestershire Constabulary, advised those who attended to participate or watch to "consider the risk."



The race involves no sign-up form or waivers. There were three men's races and one women's race, each with about 25 people, as well as an uphill race for children and another for adults. To compete, participants just need to show up at the top of the hill and jostle their ways to the starting line.



Lewis Graves, a police officer who finished in the top five of one of the men's races, was covered in mud and had blood streaming down his knee after the race. He ran for the first few seconds and then tumbled down most of the hill.



"As soon as you get rolling, you're not stopping," said Mr. Graves, 24, who lives about two hours away. He shrugged off any warnings about risk. "I know what I was getting myself into," he said, though he added that he would probably not compete again.




Getting to the bottom of the hill on two feet was a rarity.




Spectators were enthralled by the scene. "It's pretty mad," said James Collins, a photographer who had come to see the race out of curiosity.



"I just wanted to see people throw themselves down a hill," said another spectator, Vega Salsbury, 19. "Looking at it now, it's so steep."



One of the winners, Abby Lampe, a financial services consultant in Raleigh, N.C., won her second title, after winning two years ago. (She missed last year because of a Taylor Swift concert.) Thankfully, she sustained no serious injuries in the race.



"It went the best as it could have," Ms. Lampe, 23, said. "I wanted to do it again, to defend the title, to bring it back to the U.S."



As for her trophy? She said she would pack it in her carry-on and store it in her fridge. It will go under what's left of her 2022 prize, another wheel of Double Gloucester cheese.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/29/world/europe/uk-gloucester-cheese-rolling.html
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Briefly Open to a Fair-Looking Election, Venezuela Reverses Course Again



Officials rescinded an invitation to E.U. observers for the presidential vote in July, in another sign that Nicolas Maduro is unlikely to cede power regardless of the result.




Venezuelan election officials, led by Elvis Amoroso, center, said that they had rescinded an invitation to E.U. election observers because of "unilateral and genocidal coercive sanctions."




By Genevieve Glatsky


May 29, 2024


Venezuelan officials rescinded an invitation to the European Union to observe the upcoming July 28 presidential elections, another stark sign that President Nicolas Maduro is unlikely to cede power despite allowing an opposition candidate to run against him.



After months of intensified repression by the Maduro government -- which banned legitimate challengers from the ballot, jailed political opponents and cracked down on civil society -- the country's electoral authority surprised many in April when it allowed the former diplomat Edmundo Gonzalez to register as an opposition candidate.



The Venezuelan government has been choked by sanctions from the United States and the European Union on the country's vital oil industry, and some experts say Mr. Maduro allowed Mr. Gonzalez to run only because it might help him sway Washington and its allies to ease up on the penalties.



The president of the council, Elvis Amoroso, said in a televised broadcast that he was rescinding the invitation until the E.U. lifted "the unilateral and genocidal coercive sanctions imposed on our people."



"It would be immoral to allow their participation knowing their neocolonialist and interventionist practices against Venezuela," he added.



The E.U. said 
in a statement
 that it "deeply regrets the unilateral decision" of the electoral council and called on the government to reconsider its decision.



Venezuela's 
economy imploded nearly a decade ago
, prompting one of the world's largest displacements in Latin American history: 
More than seven million
 Venezuelans have abandoned the country, contributing to a northward migrant surge that has become a dominant theme in the U.S. presidential campaign.



Three polls conducted inside the country showed that a majority of respondents planned to vote for Mr. Gonzalez. But there is widespread doubt that Mr. Maduro would allow such results to become public -- or accept them if they do.



This year, the Maduro government has already detained and jailed 10 opposition members. Five others have warrants out for their arrest and are hiding in the Argentine Embassy in Caracas, Venezuela's capital.



A proposal in the legislature would also allow the government to suspend the opposition's campaign at any moment. Many Venezuelans living abroad 
have been unable
 to register to vote because of expensive and cumbersome requirements.



Mr. Maduro, 61, is the political heir to Hugo Chavez's socialist movement in Venezuela, and has consolidated power since first winning office in 2013. He functionally controls the legislature, the military, the police, the justice system, the national election council, the country's budget and much of the media, as well as violent paramilitary gangs 
called colectivos
.



He and his inner circle have also been accused of 
systematic human rights abuses
 amounting to crimes against humanity -- including killings, torture and sexual violence.
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Latest North Korean Offensive: Dumping Trash on South Korea From the Sky



The South Korean military said on Wednesday that it found hundreds of balloons carrying garbage from North Korea.




A balloon believed to have been sent from North Korea, carrying various objects including what appeared to be trash and human waste, over a rice field at Cheorwon, South Korea, on Wednesday.




By Choe Sang-Hun


May 29, 2024


North Korea has resumed an unusual operation to show its displeasure with South Korea: dumping trash from the sky across the world's most heavily armed border.



Between Tuesday night and Wednesday, the South Korean military said that it found 260 balloons drifting across the Demilitarized Zone, the buffer between the two Koreas. Soon, residents across South Korea, including some in Seoul, the capital, reported seeing plastic bags falling from the sky.



The authorities sent chemical and biological terrorism response squads, as well as bomb squads, to inspect the payloads. But they only found garbage, like cigarette butts, plastic water bottles, used paper and shoes, and what looked like compost. The South Korean military said the garbage was released by timers when the balloons reached its airspace.



North Korea in recent years has taken an increasingly 
belligerent military stance
. Its unusual offensive this week prompted South Korea to send a cellphone alert to residents living near the inter-Korean border to refrain from outdoor activities and watch out for unidentified objects falling from the sky. Some confusion arose when the alert message included the auto-generated English phrase "Air raid preliminary warning." The government said it would fix the glitch.



"Acts like this by North Korea are a clear violation of international law and a serious threat to the safety of our people," the South Korean military said in a statement on Wednesday. "We issue a stern warning to North Korea to stop this anti-humanitarian and dirty operation."



The North Korean balloons arrived in South Korea days after Pyongyang accused North Korean defectors living in South Korea of "scattering leaflets and various dirty things" over its border counties and vowed to take "
tit-for-tat action
."



"Mounds of wastepaper and filth will soon be scattered over the border areas and the interior" of South Korea, Kim Kang Il, a vice defense minister of North Korea, said in a statement on Saturday. "It will directly experience how much effort is required to remove them."



During the Cold War decades following the 1950-53 Korean War, the two countries waged 
fierce psychological warfare
, bombarding each other with propaganda broadcasts and sending millions of 
propaganda leaflets
 across the border.



Such operations ebbed and flowed depending on the political mood on the Korean Peninsula. The two Koreas agreed to de-escalate their propaganda duel after a landmark summit in 2000 at which they agreed to promote reconciliation. The nations again reaffirmed that agreement when the North's leader, Kim Jong-un, and President Moon Jae-in of South Korea met in 2018.



But 
North Korean defectors
 and conservative activists in the South continued to send balloons to the North. Their balloons carried mini-Bibles, dollar bills, computer thumb drives containing South Korean soap operas, and leaflets that called Mr. Kim and his father and grandfather, who ruled the North before him, "pigs," "vampires" and "womanizers."



These balloons, their proponents said, helped chip away at the information blackout and a personality cult North Korea imposed against its people.



North Korea took offense, so much so that its military 
fired
 antiaircraft guns to shoot down the northbound plastic balloons. In 2016, it 
retaliated
 by sending balloons loaded with cigarette butts and other trash, as well as leaflets calling the then South Korean leader, Park Geun-hye, an "evil witch." A few years later, it 
claimed
 that balloons from the South were carrying the Covid-19 virus.



In 2021, South Korea enacted a law that banned the spreading of propaganda leaflets  into North Korea. The government at the time 
said
 that the balloon s did little more than provoke the North and also created trash in the South because some balloons never make it across the border.



 But last year, the South's Constitutional Court struck down the law, calling it an unconstitutional infringement on the freedom of speech . 
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News Analysis



From Allies and Advisers, Pressure Grows on Biden to Allow Attacks on Russian Territory



President Biden is weighing fears of escalation with a nuclear-armed adversary as he considers whether to let Ukraine shoot American weapons into Russia.




Heavy smoke from a strike on industrial buildings in Kharkiv, Ukraine, earlier this month. President Biden is under increasing pressure to allow Ukraine to use U.S.-supplied arms to attack Russian territory. 




By David E. Sanger


May 29, 2024


President Biden is edging toward what may prove to be one of his most consequential decisions in the Ukraine war: whether to reverse his ban on shooting American weapons into Russian territory.



He has long resisted authorizing Ukraine to use U.S. weapons inside Russia because of concern it could escalate into a direct American confrontation with a nuclear-armed adversary.



Now, after months of complaints about the restrictions from Ukraine's president, Volodymyr Zelensky, the White House has begun a formal -- and apparently rapid -- reassessment of whether to take the risk. Approving further uses of U.S. weapons would give Kyiv a way to conduct counterattacks on artillery and missile sites that now enjoy something of a safe haven just inside Russia.



On Wednesday, in Moldova, Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken became the first administration official to publicly leave open the possibility that the Biden administration might 
"adapt and adjust" its stance
 about attacking inside Russia with American weapons, based on changing battlefield conditions.



"We're always making determinations about what's necessary to make sure that Ukraine can effectively continue to defend itself," Mr. Blinken said.



His statement was the latest amid a drumbeat of calls for a shift, from allies and from within Mr. Biden's administration. Mr. Blinken, who returned from a sobering trip to Kyiv earlier this month, reported to the president that the Ukrainians might not be able to hold the territory between Kharkiv and the Russian border unless Mr. Biden reversed himself. That earlier warning 
was conveyed privately,
 in keeping with Mr. Biden's deep aversion to letting debates among his inner circle leak out and create pressure on him to shift strategy.



Even before Mr. Blinken spoke publicly on Wednesday, Mr. Biden was coming under enormous pressure from his allies. The usually cautious outgoing leader of NATO, Jens Stoltenberg, told The Economist in an 
interview
 published late last week that Ukraine's losses of territory near Kharkiv could only be countered if Ukraine was free to take out artillery and missile launchers and command posts on the Russian side of the border.



"To deny Ukraine the possibility of using these weapons against legitimate military targets on Russian territory makes it very hard for them to defend themselves," Mr. Stoltenberg said. On Tuesday, the leaders of France and Germany joined that chorus. Britain already allows its weapons to be fired at military targets inside Russia.



So far Mr. Biden himself has remained silent, as he often does when faced with a major policy decision that is the subject of complex debate within the White House. His national security aides are running what one called "a very brisk process" to make a formal recommendation to the president, knowing that 
momentum in the war has been shifting to Russia
.



Some of his advisers -- refusing to speak on the record about a debate inside the White House -- say they believe a reversal of his position is inevitable. But if the president does change his view, it will most likely come with severe restrictions on how the Ukrainians could use American-provided arms, limiting them to military targets, just inside Russia's borders, that are involved in attacks on Ukraine.



Mr. Biden would likely retain the ban on using U.S. weapons to strike deep inside Russian territory, or at critical infrastructure. On that point he has some allied support: Chancellor Olaf Scholz of Germany has refused to provide Ukraine with the German "Taurus" long-range missile system, for fear it could reach Moscow.



Mr. Biden does not have much time. In two weeks, he begins a month of intensive face-to-face meetings with his key allies, first at the 80th anniversary of D-Day, then at a meeting of the G7 nations and finally at a celebration, in Washington, of the creation of NATO 75 years ago. At all of these appearances, projecting unity will be critical.



But if Mr. Biden reverses course, officials concede he most likely will never announce it: Instead, American artillery shells and missiles will just start landing on Russian military targets.



Mr. Biden's two mandates in the war -- don't let Russia win and don't risk starting World War III -- have always been in tension with each other. But in the 27 months since Russia's invasion, the need to choose between the possibility of Ukrainian defeat and direct involvement on attacks on the territory of a nuclear superpower have never been as stark.



The Kremlin, eager to make the choice harder, has leaned heavily into the narrative that the president is risking escalation. Last week, it ran a 
series of exercises
 over how to move and use its large arsenal of tactical nuclear weapons.



After Mr. Stoltenberg's statement to The Economist, the Kremlin's top spokesman, Dmitry Peskov, said that "NATO is flirting with military rhetoric and falling into military ecstasy," and that the Russian military knew how to respond. Asked if the Western alliance was nearing a direct confrontation with Russia, he said: "They are not getting close; they are in it."



American officials are increasingly dismissing such warnings as empty. Russia, they note, has never taken the risk of attacking the supply of weapons to Ukraine in Poland or elsewhere in NATO territory. President Vladimir V. Putin has done everything he could to avoid direct conflict with the Western alliance, even while showing off his nuclear capabilities or warning, as Mr. Peskov does regularly, that the West was risking turning a regional conflict into World War III.



"Putin is rattling the nuclear saber to keep Biden from letting U.S. weapons be used to counterattack," Joseph S. Nye, a former American military official and leader of the National Intelligence Council, said on Tuesday. Mr. Nye, an emeritus professor at Harvard, noted that "what you have happening is a nuclear bargaining game, and a credibility game."



"Putin has higher stakes in this one, and he will push hard to make Biden swerve first," he added.



That has been true since the first days of the war, when Mr. Putin ordered nuclear forces to be placed on alert, in an effort to keep NATO from helping Ukraine after the invasion. But after repeated threats from Mr. Putin that he might make use of nuclear weapons, Mr. Biden's aides seem less and less impressed by the Russian president's declarations.



Seth G. Jones, a former U.S. military official who leads the international security program at the Center for Strategic and International Studies in Washington, said that after a recent trip to Kyiv he concluded that "worries about Ukraine using U.S. weapons to strike war-related targets on Russian territory are misplaced."



"Ukraine has a legitimate military need to weaken Russia's ability to wage war," he said, including striking its oil production facilities and power plants. "The United States did the same thing in Germany and Japan during World War II."



Mr. Jones added that fears about Russian escalation were "overblown."



"There has not been blowback against other NATO countries, such as the U.K., whose weapons Ukraine is using to strike targets in Russia," he said. "And Putin's threats of escalations since the war began have been hollow."



But there remains considerable unease inside the Biden administration over the possibility of nuclear escalation. One senior administration official said that Washington had conveyed concern to Mr. Zelensky's government about strikes against nuclear early-warning radar systems inside Russia in recent weeks.



To conduct the attacks, the Ukrainians used locally produced drones and missiles. But American officials voiced concerns that Moscow could misperceive Western intentions, and told Ukraine they consider the maintenance of early-warning systems to be critical to nuclear stability.



Eric Schmitt
 contributed reporting from California.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/29/us/politics/biden-ukraine-russia-weapons.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Blinken Hints U.S. May Accept Ukrainian Strikes in Russia With American Arms



Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken made his remarks after some European leaders called on President Biden to lift the restrictions he has imposed on Ukraine's use of U.S. weapons.




Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken and President Maia Sandu of Moldova in Chisinau on Wednesday.




By Edward Wong


May 29, 2024


Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken suggested on Wednesday that the Biden administration could be open to tolerating strikes by the Ukrainian military inside Russia, saying that the United States would "adapt and adjust" its stance based on changing conditions on the battlefield.



Mr. Blinken said that the United States had neither encouraged nor enabled such attacks. But he said that the Ukrainians needed to make their own decisions on how to best defend themselves -- a position he has stated before -- and that the U.S. government had "adapted and adjusted as necessary" as the war evolves.



When asked by a reporter whether his words meant the United States could support attacks by Ukraine inside Russia, he said, "Adapt and adjust means exactly that."



Since Russia launched its full-scale invasion of Ukraine in February 2022, Washington has sent the Ukrainians military aid but has repeatedly asked that they not fire U.S.-made weapons into Russian territory for fear of escalating the war.



Several European leaders have called on President Biden to 
stop imposing those limits
, among them Jens Stoltenberg, the secretary general of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, and Emmanuel Macron, the president of France.



Mr. Blinken made his remarks in Chisinau, the capital of Moldova, while standing beside Maia Sandu, the nation's president, who is expected to face a pro-Russian candidate when she runs for re-election in October. The two spoke to journalists after an afternoon meeting in the presidential offices.



"Our neighbors, our friends in Ukraine, they pay an outrageous price on a daily basis," Ms. Sandu said.




Ukrainian soldiers preparing to head to the frontline in a Bradley fighting vehicle near Ocheretyne, Ukraine, last year.




Mr. Blinken announced new aid to Moldova to address a range of issues arising from Russian aggression, including its invasion of Ukraine.



The first of two packages mentioned was $50 million in broad support for Moldova's industry and government, as well as for democratic processes. Mr. Blinken mentioned the energy and agriculture sectors, and the need to combat disinformation. 



"What's so powerful here is the deep and deep-rooted commitment to democracy in the face of bullying from Russia," Mr. Blinken said.



Ms. Sandu thanked Mr. Blinken for American help in fighting corruption, building renewable energy infrastructure and addressing the "adversities of democracy," a nod to Russian election interference.



The second aid package mentioned was $85 million to help Moldova increase its energy resiliency and reduce its 
dependence on electricity
 generated in a Russian-backed separatist region in the east, Transnistria. This support would help Moldova strengthen its battery storage capabilities and high-voltage transmission lines, among other energy needs, Mr. Blinken said.



Moldova recently ended its reliance on natural gas imports from Russia and now buys gas from a number of countries, including the United States.



Mr. Blinken's visit to Chisinau was the first stop in a trip aimed at showing U.S. support for nations facing a hostile Russia. Mr. Blinken is going next to the Czech Republic, where he is scheduled to attend a meeting of foreign ministers and top officials of NATO on Thursday and Friday. They plan to discuss how to best support Ukraine.




Mr. Blinken talking with Moldovan officials south of the capital on Wednesday.




This trip follows Mr. Blinken's 
overnight visit to Kyiv
 more than two weeks ago.



Ms. Sandu has advocated Moldova's entry into the European Union, and has scheduled a referendum on the question for the same day as the presidential election in October.



U.S. and European analysts say Moscow is likely to try to interfere in the election, as it has done elsewhere in Europe. The Biden administration has spoken publicly of Russian agents carrying out such interference using different means, from hacking to orchestrating campaigns over social networks to 
doling out money
 to favored politicians.



About 1,500 Russian troops are in Transnistria, which borders Ukraine. U.S. officials are watching for any signs that President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia might try to annex the territory.



The NATO session in the Czech Republic is officially aimed at firming up the agenda for the 80th anniversary meeting of alliance leaders in Washington in July. The group is not expected to declare that Ukraine will now join NATO, an aspiration that Mr. Zelensky has reiterated following the Russian invasion. They are, however, expected to work out details for moving Ukraine along the process of joining.



As Russian troops press an offensive in Ukraine's second-largest city, Kharkiv, the Ukrainian war effort has been flagging, in large part because of a shortage of weapons and munitions. There are also fewer citizens able to join the fight.



Mr. Biden recently signed a bill passed by Congress, despite some Republican opposition, that grants new military aid to Ukraine.



Russia is producing munitions at a rapid rate, and U.S.-led sanctions have failed to cripple its military industrial capabilities. Mr. Biden and his aides say China has played a decisive role in bolstering Russia through exports of dual-use equipment and other goods that have allowed it to strengthen weapons production. Mr. Blinken is expected to highlight China's support for Russia in his discussions at the NATO meeting in Prague.
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Divisions Set to Deepen in Georgia After Foreign Influence Law Passes



Many Georgians see restrictions on organizations that receive international funding as a sign their country is moving away from the West and toward a Russia they abhor.




Outside the Parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Tuesday. Nightly protests have seethed for weeks.




By Ivan Nechepurenko


May 29, 2024


The moment the Parliament of Georgia 
put its final seal of approval Tuesday night
 on a contentious law aimed at keeping closer tabs on organizations funded from abroad, protesters surrounding the building erupted with screams, boos, and whistles.



Many were stunned, and some were in tears, fearing that the law could change the trajectory of their country for years to come, aligning it more with Russia than with the European Union they want to join.



"It is a new chapter in our life," said Tamar Kintsurashvili, 54, who runs a nongovernmental organization that aids media organizations in Georgia, referring to what protesters have called the "Russian law," saying it resembles one the Kremlin adopted to rein in its critics. "We know Russian experience. We know how they are operating."



For weeks, the square and streets around the imposing Parliament building in Tbilisi have seethed with nightly protests, as thousands of mainly young residents of the capital who see Georgia's future as aligned with the West -- and the democratic freedoms they associate with that -- decry what they see as the country's slide into Russia's orbit.



"We don't want to become a second 
Belarus
 -- or Russia," said Konstantine Chakhunashvili, 32, a pediatrician and a member of the 
Geut
 protest group. Members of the group have been demonstrating in front of the Parliament every day over the past two years, but those protests have intensified -- growing to include other groups and individuals -- after the government introduced the foreign influence bill in April.



On Tuesday night, President Salome Zourabichvili, who has supported the protests but whose veto of the bill this month could not prevent its passage, 
called on protesters
 to press for a referendum on whether Georgia should be aligned with Europe or Russia. The president, whose duties are mainly ceremonial, also called on the country's divided opposition parties to join forces to unseat the ruling Georgian Dream party at parliamentary elections in October.



"Are you angry today?" she told the crowds via a video link. "Let's get to work."




Protesters outside the Parliament watching an address by President Salome Zourabichvili of Georgia after the vote.




While the protesters have vowed to fight on, there is little they can do to change the reality of the bill that Georgian Dream legislators and their allies voted into law on Tuesday, overturning Ms. Zourabichvili's veto.



The legislation requires nongovernmental groups and media organizations that receive at least 20 percent of their funding from abroad to register as organizations "pursuing the interests of a foreign power."



Both the United States and the European Union have criticized the law, and E.U. officials have said it could hamper Georgia's longstanding ambitions of joining the bloc.



The protests have been mainly organized by civil society groups, many of which receive funding from overseas groups promoting things like democracy and a free media, who fear the country is sliding into authoritarianism. Many have coordinated their activities in messaging apps with opposition lawmakers.



The protests have been broadly embraced by citizens of the capital. Students have marched from their schools, and workers from their offices. Tbilisi's techno dance clubs called on their patrons to go out and protest.




Badri Okujava, a researcher at SovLab, an organization of historians studying Georgia's past under Soviet rule, is one of the organizers of the protests.




However, while most Georgians support joining the European Union and NATO, 
according
 to 
polls
, the views of the overwhelmingly young protesters in Tbilisi have found little sympathy in more conservative areas outside the city center.



That has particularly been the case with older Georgians in rural regions and in small towns and villages, many of whom bore the economic brunt of the collapse of the Soviet Union, and the chaos when Georgia plunged into civil war.



Many repeat the government's claims that foreign groups and the European Union are imposing what they call an L.G.B.T.Q. ideology on Georgia -- echoing populist leaders in countries like 
Hungary
 and 
Slovakia
. In response, they have held their own marches, which are characterized by hymns and crosses instead of the anti-Russia chants and flags of the European Union at the pro-Western demonstrations.



"Everyone wants to interfere in our politics and make sure there is war here just as in Ukraine," said Ketevan Lomidze, 60, a doctor, at a recent "family values" rally in Tbilisi. "We want to be part of the European Union, but with our own sovereignty, faith and traditions."



Such polarization has been exacerbated by Russia's war in Ukraine, which has forced Georgia to make a clearer choice between the West and its giant neighbor, said Dimitri Moniava, head of the Center for Strategic Communications, a research group in Tbilisi.



And, fearing its 12-year grip on Georgia might end, Georgian Dream, which is led by a reclusive oligarch, Bidzina Ivanishvili, is tapping into the fears of conservative voters and moving to curtail the activities of its critics, Mr. Moniava said.



"We are witnessing the formation of a fully-fledged authoritarian regime," he said.




The flag of the European Union is often seen at the protests, which have been supported by many young people, particularly in the capital.




Many of the protesters in Tbilisi are students and professionals born in an independent Georgia after 1990. They say they fear their country is at a pivot point, and that democratic freedoms -- like the one that allows them to protest in front of the Parliament -- might be taken away.



"If we let them slide back to the times of the U.S.S.R., they will try to restrict freedom of assembly and speech," said Mr. Chakhunashvili, the protest group member.



The government says it wants Georgia to be in the European Union and NATO, but that it has little choice but to take a more neutral stance on Russia, with which it 
fought a brief war
 in 2008, to avoid getting engulfed in a spreading conflict from Ukraine. The offices of the prime minister and the majority leader in Parliament declined requests for interviews.



Nino Zhizhilashvili, an anchor at Formula, one of the leading TV channels in Georgia, and dean of the 
Caucasus School of Media
, said she joined the demonstrations to protest an increasingly restrictive environment for the media, as well as physical attacks on journalists.



"We are taking sides now; we can't be impartial," said Ms. Zhizhilashvili, 52. "We are all civil activists because we are attacked; our country is attacked -- we are perceiving it as Russian pressure."




"It is impossible not to have a position at the moment," said Nino Zhizhilashvili, a TV anchor who joined the demonstrations.




Badri Okujava, a researcher at 
SovLab
, an organization of historians studying Georgia's past under Soviet rule, is one of the organizers of the protests.



"Russia did awful things in our country," Mr. Okujava said in an interview in SovLab's office, which was packed with dusty archival documents that he said outlined Russia's occupation of Georgian land for centuries and the destruction of its culture.



According to Mr. Okujava, the government has tried to conceal Moscow's role in such events. Access to archives has been severely restricted, he said, while history textbooks, which are overseen by the education ministry, have been dedicating more space to the Middle Ages, when Georgia's main enemies where Turkey and Iran, not Russia.



Eka Gigauri, the head of 
Transparency International Georgia
, which focuses on corruption issues including writing reports about Mr. Ivanishvili, the founder of the Georgian Dream, said that her organization would not abide by the law.



She said her work had made her a constant target of attack; her car had been spray painted and her face had appeared on posters around Tbilisi accusing her of being a foreign agent and an "L.G.B.T.Q. propagandist."



"These guys act in the interest of Putin's regime," said Ms. Gigauri, 46, referring to the government. The foreign influence bill would turn Georgia into a "backyard of Russia," she said.
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The Alitos, the Neighborhood Clash and the Upside-Down Flag



Inside the escalating conflict on a bucolic suburban street that Justice Alito said prompted a "Stop the Steal" symbol at his home.




Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr. said his wife, Martha-Ann Alito, left, raised an inverted American flag outside their Virginia home because of an argument with a neighbor, Emily Baden, right.




By Jodi Kantor


May 28, 2024


The police in Fairfax County, Va., received an unusual phone call on Feb. 15, 2021. A young couple claimed they were being harassed by the wife of a Supreme Court justice.



"Somebody in a position of authority needs to talk to her and make her stop," said the 36-year-old man making the complaint, according to a recording of the call reviewed by The New York Times. The officer on the line responded that there was little the police could do: Yelling was not a crime.



The couple placed the call after a series of encounters with Martha-Ann Alito, wife of Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr., that had gone from uneasy to ugly. That day, Emily Baden, whose boyfriend (now husband) contacted the police, had traded accusations with Mrs. Alito, who lived down the street. In a recent interview, Ms. Baden admitted to calling her a lewd epithet.



The clash between the wife of a conservative Supreme Court justice and the couple, who were in their 30s, liberal and proud of it, played out over months on a bucolic block in Alexandria. It was the kind of shouting match among private citizens, at the height of tensions over the 2020 election, that might have happened in any mixed political community in America. But three years later, that neighborhood spat -- which both sides said began over an anti-Trump sign -- has taken on far greater proportions.



The Times reported this month that Justice Alito's household 
flew an upside-down flag
, which had been adopted as a symbol of the "Stop the Steal" campaign, in January 2021. The justice, who did not participate in the contentious neighborhood exchanges, cited the dispute as the reason his wife had raised the flag.



The conflict in the Virginia neighborhood does not explain why a 
second flag
 associated with the Jan. 6 riot, as well as with a Christian nationalist movement, later flew at the Alitos' New Jersey beach house. The justice has offered no explanation for that flag, which The Times reported on last week.



Since these incidents came to light, Justice Alito has come under sharp scrutiny, with Democratic lawmakers and 
legal experts
 calling for him to recuse himself from matters related to Jan. 6. Ethics experts and former judges said that a neighborhood dispute -- or a spouse's beliefs -- do not justify violating the rule that judges should avoid any appearance of political opinion or bias on issues that could come before the court.




A photo obtained by The Times shows an inverted American flag at the Alitos' Virginia home on Jan. 17, 2021.




In the coming weeks, the court will rule on two key cases that will shape how accountable the Capitol rioters and former President Donald J. Trump can be held for Jan. 6 and surrounding events. The decisions are expected to influence 
his chances
 at regaining the White House this fall.



Amid the controversy, Ms. Baden said she was surprised
 
to find herself playing a central role in Justice Alito's account about a war of words, political signs
 
and a flag. "I never saw the upside-down flag, never heard about it," she said.



To better understand the clash, The Times interviewed Ms. Baden, her mother and her husband, as well as other neighbors, and reviewed the texts that Ms. Baden and her husband sent to friends after the episodes. Justice Alito, who did not respond to questions for this article,
 
has in recent weeks given his own explanation of what happened.



There are some differences: For instance, the justice 
told Fox News
 that his wife hoisted the flag in response to Ms. Baden's vulgar insult. A text message and the police call -- corroborated by Fairfax County authorities -- indicate, however, that the name-calling took place on Feb. 15, weeks after the inverted flag was taken down.



Justice Alito's version of
 
events was that the flag "was briefly placed by Mrs. Alito in response to a neighbor's use of objectionable and personally insulting language on yard signs," he said in a statement to The Times. Mrs. Alito, 70, 
who has never sought a public role
, has not spoken out about the controversy.



The justice later elaborated in 
an interview
 with Fox News, saying that in January 2021 a neighbor on the block displayed a vulgar anti-Trump sign, near where children wait for the school bus. Mrs. Alito complained to the neighbor. "Things escalated and the neighbor put up a sign personally addressing Mrs. Alito and blaming her for the Jan 6th attacks," tweeted the Fox News reporter who interviewed the justice.



While the Alitos were on a neighborhood walk, "there were words between Mrs. Alito and a male at the home with the sign," the network reported. The justice said the man used "vulgar language, 'including the C-word,'" After that exchange, "Mrs. Alito was distraught and hung the flag upside-down," the Fox reporter relayed.



But in the Baden family's version, the justice's wife initiated the conflict. "Aside from putting up a sign, we did not begin or instigate any of these confrontations," Ms. Baden said later.



During the gloomy Covid summer of 2020, Ms. Baden, then a 35-year-old actor and restaurant server in New York, moved back to her mother's home in Alexandria, Va., eventually staying for a year. Her then-boyfriend, who also grew up in the area, returned as well. The couple adopted a pandemic puppy, took walks around the neighborhood -- there was little else to do -- and provided company for Emily's retired mother. (Ms. Baden's husband would speak only on the condition of anonymity, because his employer requires staff members to keep their political views private.)



The couple participated in Black Lives Matter protests in Washington, propped up Biden-Harris signs, and on the Saturday in November when the election was called, whooped and danced in the streets of the nation's capital. When they got home, they displayed a political sign they had made from torn-up Amazon boxes, saying "BYE DON" on one side and "Fuck Trump" on the other.




A homemade sign that was displayed in the Badens' yard after the 2020 election was called. 




Ms. Baden's mother, Barbara Baden, a 75-year-old former executive at the Public Broadcasting Service and longtime resident, said she hesitated over the sign at her home, because she feared it looked "tacky." But she left it up because she did not want to interfere with what she saw as the couple's expression of political concern. "They made the signs with good intent," she said.



Shortly after Christmas, as Emily Baden was with her dog in her front yard, an older woman approached and thanked her for taking down the sign, which had merely blown down. Ms. Baden realized that the woman was Martha-Ann Alito. The sign was offensive, Mrs. Alito said, according to both the justice's account and a text message from Ms. Baden to her boyfriend.



Ms. Baden told her the sign would stay up, she recalled in the interview. The family was taken aback: Though the Badens and the Alitos lived just a short distance apart, Barbara Baden couldn't recall ever communicating with the justice's wife beyond a neighborly wave. In the interview, Emily Baden could not remember whether she put the signs up again.



Then came Jan. 6. Rocked by the violence and threat to democracy, the couple soon put up new signs in their yard, saying "Trump Is a Fascist" and "You Are Complicit." Emily Baden said in interviews that the second sign was not directed at the Alitos, but at Republicans generally, especially those who weren't condemning the Capitol attack.



Soon afterward, her mother took them down, out of safety concerns. "Look what these people can do," she said in an interview, recalling her fears at the time about the mob that had stormed the Capitol. "I do not want to mark my house."



It's not clear whether Mrs. Alito saw those signs, but the day after the Capitol riot, as the couple parked in front of their home, she pulled up in her car, they said. She lingered there, glaring, for a long moment, recalled the couple, who texted their friends about the encounter.



On Jan. 17, the upside-down flag hung at the Alito household, according to a photograph obtained by The Times. Neighbors say it was up for a few days. If the flag was intended as a message for the Badens, whose home does not have a direct view of the Alito residence, they missed it, they said.



The inauguration of President Biden, held three days later, was attended by six Supreme Court justices. Justice Alito and two others skipped it out of concerns about Covid, a court spokeswoman 
said
 at the time. That day, Ms. Baden and her then-boyfriend decided to drive past the Alito home. "There was a part of me that's like, let's see what's going on," Ms. Baden said.



Mrs. Alito happened to be standing outside. According to interviews with Ms. Baden and her husband, as well as messages they sent to friends at the time, Mrs. Alito ran toward their car and yelled something they did not understand. The couple continued driving, they said, and as they passed the Alito home again to exit the cul-de-sac, Mrs. Alito appeared to spit toward the vehicle.



The couple, still shaken by the Capitol riot, said the encounter left them feeling uneasy and outmatched by the wife of someone so powerful.



The same day, a Washington Post reporter who had heard about the inverted flag arrived to ask about it. Mrs. Alito looked upset, yelled that the flag was a "signal of distress," then shouted about a dispute with neighbors, according to 
an article
 published on Saturday.



The conflict then seemed to quiet down. But on Feb. 15, the couple were pulling in trash bins when the Alitos, who seemed to be on a stroll, appeared. Mrs. Alito addressed the pair by name, used an expletive and called them "fascists," the couple told The Times and said in texts at the time. Justice Alito remained silent, they added. The Alitos began to walk away.



That was when Emily Baden snapped, she said. She does not remember her precise words, but recalls something like this: How dare you behave this way. You've been harassing us, over signs. You represent the highest court in the land. Shame on you.



Ms. Baden said that she -- not her partner, as Justice Alito recalled -- used the lewd expression. "I will fully cop to that," she said. A neighbor standing in the street, who asked not to be identified because of the friction on the block, said he heard her say the word too.



To document the incident, the Badens called the police shortly afterward -- they did not mention the vulgar expression -- and recorded the conversation.



"It's very hard for us to come into a situation like this after it's already settled," the officer on the line said, explaining that the matter didn't warrant an immediate response. "Next time that happens, you're welcome to call us back out there, we'll see if we can get there to see what's going on ourselves."




Ms. Baden and her husband protested outside Justice Alito's home after the court issued the opinion he had written overturning Roe v. Wade.




More than a year later, when Justice Alito wrote the majority opinion overturning the constitutional right to abortion, the block became the scene of clamorous protests targeting him and his wife. The younger couple had moved away, but during a visit home they joined in. (That is when they held up the signs Justice Alito may have been referring to, accusing him of being a fascist and an insurrectionist.)



So Barbara Baden was surprised when she received a Christmas card from the Alitos at the end of last year. She did not save it, but she and her daughter remember a handwritten addition that read, "May you have PEACE."



Julie Tate
 contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/28/us/justice-alito-neighbors-stop-steal-flag.html
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Justice Alito's Wife Has Managed to Avoid the Spotlight Until Now



Martha-Ann Alito has built a limited public life since moving to Washington that has mainly centered on apolitical projects and charity work.




Supreme Court Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr. and his wife, Martha-Ann Alito, in 2018. "The most amazing part is, why do people care about our life," she said in a 2006 interview, looking back on Justice Alito's confirmation hearing.




By Zach Montague


May 29, 2024


In the 18 years since her family left their home in New Jersey and stepped into some of the most rarefied circles in Washington, Martha-Ann Alito has never sought or cultivated a particularly public identity.



As the wife of Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr., Mrs. Alito has described keeping a largely private life since his confirmation to the Supreme Court in 2006 -- one grounded by raising two children and standing in support of her husband through scrutiny and sharp-elbowed politics.



On the handful of occasions she has stepped forward to address an audience or converse with reporters, Mrs. Alito has often spoken about herself in terms of her role within a tight-knit nuclear family, holding it together through her husband's meteoric, and at times trying, rise within the judiciary.



"The most amazing part is, why do people care about our life," she said in a 2006 
interview
, looking back on Justice Alito's confirmation hearing, which at one point left her in tears and 
stirred discussion about the toll
 partisanship can take on nominees' relatives.



But since reporting by The New York Times raised questions about how and why an 
upside-down American flag
 appeared outside her family's home in Alexandria, Va., just days after rioters at the Capitol carried the same flag on Jan. 6, 2021, Mrs. Alito, 70, has abruptly found herself at the center of controversy. Her husband said she had placed it there amid a neighborhood spat.



By the time the family was on the cusp of moving to Washington, the Alitos' children were college age. Mrs. Alito described welcoming the change, having left a career as a librarian to be a full-time homemaker and mother.



But the arduous preparations and the harsh reception Justice Alito encountered in Congress left a bitter memory that Mrs. Alito would recall publicly for years afterward, 
denouncing
 the proceedings and the media coverage around it.



"For me personally, the two months preceding were the horrible part of our life," she said in 
remarks
 introducing her husband at an awards ceremony in April 2007. "And fortunately, I was not in Washington, so I did not have to read the papers or look at the blogs or look at the computer, and I have continued that standard -- I no longer read except when I choose to pick up a book."



The pointed questions Justice Alito faced from Democrats about his views on 
abortion
, his affiliation with a conservative Princeton alumni group and whether he would defer to the court's precedents struck Mrs. Alito as debasing.



"The way the world is these days, Sam is by far not even close to being an imminent threat to civil liberties," she said in the 2006 interview.



Overcoming that sharp transition mirrored the upheavals of her childhood, which Mrs. Alito has discussed publicly. Her father, who worked as an air traffic controller in the Air Force, regularly moved the family between outposts in Texas, Florida, Maine and the Azores islands of Portugal. Her mother worked as a librarian on the bases where they lived.



After following her mother's path to become a librarian for a New Jersey public library, the U.S. attorney's office in Newark and the Justice Department, Mrs. Alito built a limited public life in Washington that has mainly centered on apolitical projects and charity work.



When Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg's husband, Martin Ginsburg, 
died in 2010
, Mrs. Alito organized the publication of 
a cookbook
 as a celebration of his culinary passions. In honor of her father's service, she has also spoken about her work as the director of a group focused on ending homelessness among veterans.



While some partners of other Supreme Court justices -- such as 
Jane Sullivan Roberts
 or 
Virginia Thomas
 -- have become ensnared in controversy in recent years over their professional lives and political leanings, Mrs. Alito has not.



Only in rare moments have Mrs. Alito's personal dealings drawn attention at all: once, after she and Justice Alito 
shared a meal
 with a couple who later claimed they had been told the decision of a pending case in advance, and again when 
stocks
 and 
mineral interests
 she inherited from her father raised minor concerns about conflicts of interest in cases her husband could decide.



Mrs. Alito graduated from the University of Kentucky with a bachelor's degree in comparative literature in 1976 and a master's in library sciences in 1977. She met Justice Alito in the law library when he was an assistant U.S. attorney. The two were married in 1985, five years after their first date, in the church in which he was baptized.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/29/us/politics/martha-ann-alito.html
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Here's What Happened in the Texas Runoff Elections



The Texas House speaker, Dade Phelan, survived a challenge from a Trump-backed activist, and a Republican former Navy officer will face Representative Henry Cuellar this fall.




Representative Tony Gonzales, a Republican who has bucked the party line on some issues, was first elected in 2020. 




By Maggie Astor and Chris Cameron


May 28, 2024


Texans voted in runoff elections on Tuesday for a number of offices, with establishment candidates emerging victorious from two House Republican primaries, and the speaker of the State House narrowly surviving an insurgent challenge from a Trump-backed Republican.



Here's what happened:



U.S. House District 23



Representative Tony Gonzales, a Republican who 
recently called
 some far-right members of his party "scumbags," barely survived a challenge from his right after being forced into a runoff. He fended off his primary opponent, Brandon Herrera, a gun rights activist, by 
roughly 400 votes
.



Mr. Herrera had 
received less than 25 percent of the vote
 in an earlier five-person primary, but then surged to 49 percent in the runoff on Tuesday.



Mr. Gonzales was first elected in 2020 to represent a swing district along the border, but the seat was made more solidly Republican through redistricting. And Mr. Gonzales has bucked the party line on some issues: He voted for bipartisan gun control legislation after the massacre at a school in Uvalde, Texas, and for a gay marriage bill. He also once opposed hard-line immigration policies, and the Texas Republican Party censured him -- but he 
has since shifted toward them
.



Mr. Herrera, a YouTuber who calls himself "the AK guy" after the 
AK-47 rifle
, had consolidated much of the vote that went to multiple right-wing candidates who opposed Mr. Gonzales in the first round. He had also been endorsed by Representative Matt Gaetz of Florida and other members of the House Freedom Caucus.



But House Republican leaders stuck by Mr. Gonzales, and their support may have in part rescued Mr. Gonzales in a race that hung by a knife's edge into early Wednesday morning.



U.S. House District 28



Jay Furman, a retired Navy officer, won the Republican primary in the 28th District, which stretches from the outskirts of San Antonio to the southern border. He will challenge Representative Henry Cuellar, a centrist Democrat who 
has been indicted
 on bribery charges.




Representative Henry Cuellar at the Capitol in September.




Mr. Furman, who served in the military for nearly 30 years, beat Lazaro Garza Jr., a rancher, in a landslide, 
winning more than 65 percent of the vote
.



In 
a four-person primary
, Mr. Furman won about 45 percent of the vote and Mr. Garza won 27 percent to advance to the runoff.



Both candidates had made immigration central to their campaigns, echoing former President Donald J. Trump's rhetoric about an "invasion" and his calls for a sweeping crackdown. Mr. Garza had also emphasized that he was born and raised in the district.



In a separate race on Tuesday, Mr. Cuellar's sister -- Rosie Cuellar, a former county tax assessor -- was defeated in a Democratic primary for a state House seat. That loss could be a sign of how the Cuellar name has been tarnished by his indictment.



Texas House District 21



The speaker of the Texas House, Dade Phelan, edged out his Trump-backed opponent in the Republican primary for his seat, winning by 
fewer than 400 votes
.



David Covey, a former county party leader, had nearly unseated the top Republican in the Texas House despite having never run for state office before. He was backed by several wealthy donors and endorsed by Mr. Trump, whose blessing carries significant influence in Republican primaries. 
In the first round of voting
, Mr. Covey had narrowly led Mr. Phelan, 46 percent to 43 percent. In Tuesday's runoff, Mr. Phelan took 50.7 percent of the vote.



The opposition to Mr. Phelan was driven in large part by the state attorney general, Ken Paxton, who was seeking revenge for the Texas House's vote to impeach him on charges of corruption and abuse of office. Mr. Paxton was acquitted by the Texas Senate and had campaigned for Mr. Covey.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/28/us/politics/texas-runoff-elections.html
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Senators See Possible Conflicts of Interest in Health Care Pricing Tools



A data analytics firm that helps insurers collect big fees while leaving some patients with unpaid bills has been summoned to explain its business model.




The New York office of MultiPlan, a data analytics firm.




By Chris Hamby


May 28, 2024


The chairmen of two Senate committees overseeing health policy, concerned about companies "padding their own profits" at the expense of patients, are looking into the practices of a data analytics firm that works with big insurers to cut payments to medical providers.



The firm, MultiPlan, recommends what it says are fair payments for medical care, but the firm and the insurers can collect higher fees when payouts are lower. This business model could "result in an improper conflict of interest," the chairmen of the two committees, Ron Wyden of Oregon and Bernie Sanders of Vermont, wrote in 
a letter to the firm's chief executive
 that was released on Tuesday.



The senators called on MultiPlan to meet with the committees' staffs to discuss an 
investigation
 last month by The New York Times that found the firm's pricing tools could leave patients with unexpectedly large bills when they see doctors outside their health plans' networks.



"Our committees are engaged in ongoing legislative work to put a stop to practices by plan service providers that drive up health care costs for consumers while padding their own profits," the letter to Travis Dalton, the MultiPlan chief executive, said.



In a statement, MultiPlan said it was working with the Senate committees "to address their questions and explain the cost and complexity patients can face" when choosing high-priced care outside their networks. "We are committed to helping make health care transparent, fair and affordable for all," the statement said.



The committees' inquiry reflects growing scrutiny of the New York-based firm, which has largely remained out of the limelight even as it has staked out a dominant position in a lucrative corner of health care.



Another senator, Amy Klobuchar of Minnesota, this month 
asked federal antitrust regulators to investigate
 whether insurers and MultiPlan were colluding to fix prices, and multiple health systems have sued the firm, accusing it of similar anticompetitive behavior.



Separately, the Department of Labor said Tuesday that it had "a number of open investigations" into the type of pricing services MultiPlan provides, but declined to name specific companies. The agency, the primary regulator of employer-based health insurance, stressed in a statement that companies were legally obligated to ensure the firms processing medical claims acted in their employees' best interest.



The letter from Mr. Wyden, a Democrat, and Mr. Sanders, an independent, also steps up attention on employer-based health insurance, which is the most common way Americans get coverage and a major component of MultiPlan's business.



As health care costs climb, some employers are looking more closely at what they pay insurance companies to administer their plans, but they are often frustrated by contracts that limit access to their own claims data. To address this, a bipartisan group of senators, including Mr. Sanders, introduced legislation in December that would 
require insurers to turn over this data
.



"Most businesses do their best to manage the ever-increasing cost of their group health plan, but it should be easier," Senator Mike Braun, an Indiana Republican and cosponsor of the bill, said in a statement.



A majority of employers choose to pay medical claims with their own money and use an insurer to administer their plans. This setup, known as "self-funding," can be lucrative for insurers like UnitedHealthcare, Cigna and Aetna, as well as specialized firms like MultiPlan.



The insurers pitch MultiPlan's tools as a way to save employers money when their employees see a medical provider outside the plan's network. The bills for these out-of-network providers are subject to negotiation, and insurers often send the claims to MultiPlan, which recommends an amount to pay.



Both MultiPlan and insurers typically collect a fee from the employer based on the size of what they call the "savings" -- the provider's list price minus the recommended payment. Lower payouts can mean bigger fees. Meanwhile, patients can be stuck with the unpaid balance, The Times investigation found.



Companies are legally obligated to ensure the insurers act in employees' best interest, and a 
closely watched lawsuit
 filed last year could force them to become more active monitors.



A worker at Johnson & Johnson sued the company, saying it had failed to adequately oversee the administrator of its drug benefits plan. By paying too much -- in one instance, $10,000 for a drug that was available for as little as $28.40 -- the company had allowed the administrator, the Cigna subsidiary Express Scripts, to profit at employees' expense, the suit claimed.



In a statement, Johnson & Johnson called the claims "meritless" and said, "We are committed to our employees and seek to provide the best coverage."



A small industry of consultants, lawyers and data analysts has arisen to help companies step up monitoring and negotiate better deals with the insurers administering their plans.



Kraft Heinz last year sued Aetna, claiming the insurer improperly paid claims and kept millions in undisclosed fees. Trustees for a union health plan in Massachusetts sued Blue Cross Blue Shield of Massachusetts in 2021, accusing the insurer of repeatedly overpaying claims and then charging a fee to correct the errors. And in January the Department of Labor sued Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Minnesota, claiming the company forced multiple employers to pay medical providers' tax bills without disclosing the charges.



(Aetna declined to comment on the case but said it worked with employers "to facilitate access to quality, affordable and convenient health care." Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Minnesota said the government's allegations were "without merit" and "based on unsupported interpretations" of the law. A court dismissed the Massachusetts case.)



The success of the employers' efforts sometimes hinges on an unsettled legal question: Does a company's duty to act solely in its employees' best interest extend to insurers and firms like MultiPlan? Courts have reached different conclusions.



MultiPlan has argued that the answer is no, and in March a federal judge in California agreed, dismissing the company from a lawsuit filed by medical providers. The case against the insurer, Cigna, was allowed to go forward.



In pitches to investors, MultiPlan has highlighted its murky legal obligations. Because the firm doesn't provide insurance or pay claims, it noted in a public filing, "we generally are not directly regulated and face significantly lower levels of regulatory complexity."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/28/us/senate-multiplan-health-care-pricing.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Yale Chooses Head of Stony Brook University to Be New President



Maurie D. McInnis, a cultural historian, will be the first woman to serve as the school's permanent president.




The Yale University campus in New Haven, Conn.




By Stephanie Saul


May 29, 2024


Yale University's new president will be Maurie D. McInnis, currently the president of Stony Brook University, a New York state public university  where she is known for 
raising the school's profile,
 donations and prestige. 



When she takes over from Yale's outgoing president, Peter Salovey, in July, Dr. McInnis, who earned masters and doctoral degrees  from Yale in the 1990s, will become the university's first permanent female president.



Her selection followed a search that began last fall. The delay in announcing a successor for Dr. Salovey, who leaves his post at the end of June, prompted speculation that the university's selection committee was having difficulty finding someone during a tumultuous time on university campuses.



Joshua Bekenstein, a founder of Bain Capital who heads the Yale Corporation, the university's governing board, said the search committee had undertaken a "very thorough" selection process.



"We felt it was important to do all the work," he said. Expressing confidence in Dr. McInnis, he added, "She's going to do a wonderful job."



Dr. McInnis, who serves on the Yale board, will assume the presidency at a complicated time, when universities face challenges stemming from last year's Supreme Court decision banning race-conscious admission and from the likely 
continuation
 of 
pro-Palestinian protests
 over the Israel-Hamas war.



As if to underscore the dangers she may face, a group of 200 professors calling themselves Scholars for the Public Good began within minutes after the announcement to circulate a 
letter
 urging Dr. McInnis to resist pressures from donors and politicians who are seeking to undermine campus diversity, free expression and educational excellence.




Dr. McInnis takes over from Yale's outgoing president, Peter Salovey, in July.




In a brief interview on Wednesday, Dr. McInnis said she was committed to maintaining a diverse campus at Yale, in New Haven, Conn., despite the Supreme Court's ruling last year.



"My deep commitment to advancing opportunities for students and for our prospective students is steadfast, certainly in my work at Stony Brook, and that will continue at Yale," Dr. McInnis said in the interview, adding, "And none of that changes with the court ruling."



Yale has not yet released demographic information about its incoming class.



Dr. McInnis survived a censure vote by the faculty senate at Stony Brook following her decision to arrest campus protesters there in May. Defending that decision on Wednesday, she said: "No president wants to have to request that authorities intervene to disperse student protesters. And once we realized they would not disperse, everything proceeded in a calm and orderly manner."



At Stony Brook, Dr. McInnis, 58, secured a $500 million donation from the Simons Foundation and won a competition to lead the creation of a state climate-change 
campus
 on Governors Island in New York City.



Lisa Benz Scott, a professor who heads Stony Brook's public health program, applauded Dr. McInnis's leadership during the pandemic, and said Dr. McInnis was "hands on" with students.



"You could see her in a pair of jeans and a Stony Brook T-shirt at student events," Dr. Benz Scott said.



Richard K. Larson, the head of Stony Brook's faculty senate, agreed that Dr. McInnis performed "brilliantly" during her first three years as Stony Brook's president, but he faulted her more recent stewardship.



"Where things got much more difficult, and where this administration reached its sell-by date, was in the last year," Dr. Larson said, criticizing Dr. McInnis's decision to have protesting students arrested. That was why the vote on the censure motion was so close, failing by 51 votes to 54 with three abstentions, according to Dr. Larson, a professor of linguistics.



Before joining Stony Brook, Dr. McInnis had served as provost at the University of Texas, where she was sometimes seen rowing single scull crew on Lady Bird Lake. She spent much of her earlier career at the University of Virginia, where she received her undergraduate degree and later served both as a professor and as vice-provost.



Dr. McInnis's academic field is art history. Much of her scholarship has focused on the interplay of arts and politics, particularly the politics of slavery. Her most recent book, published in 2019, is "Educated in Tyranny: Slavery at Thomas Jefferson's University."



Though Dr. McInnis is set to become the first woman to serve as the permanent president of Yale, the university has been headed by a woman once before, when the historian Hanna Holborn Gray was chosen in 1977 as interim president. Dr. Gray went on to serve as president of the University of Chicago, and is currently a professor emerita there.



Reflecting on her own history-making selection, Dr. McInnis said she was well aware of how she could serve "as a role model for other women aspiring to leadership positions."
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NYU Nurse Is Fired After Calling the Gaza War a 'Genocide' in Speech



NYU Langone Health gave the nurse, Hesen Jabr, an award for her work. She said hospital officials then fired her because she made pro-Palestinian remarks in an acceptance speech.



By Joseph Goldstein


May 29, 2024


Earlier this month, NYU Langone Health bestowed an award on a labor and delivery nurse for providing compassionate care to mothers who had lost babies. But shortly after, the nurse said, the hospital fired her over the speech she gave when she accepted the award.



In it, she spoke of the suffering of Palestinian women amid the Israel-Hamas war, which she called a "genocide." The nurse, Hesen Jabr, is not the first medical worker to be fired at NYU Langone, a major New York hospital system, over commentary about the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The hospital 
is currently embroiled in a lawsuit
 by a prominent cancer researcher, who 
was fired from his job
 as the director of its cancer center after he posted a variety of anti-Hamas political cartoons. Some included offensive caricatures of Arab people.



A young doctor-trainee was also "removed from service" at an NYU Langone hospital on Long Island, according to the hospital, after being accused of posting a message on Instagram defending the Oct. 7 Hamas attack on Israel -- though he was later quietly reinstated.



In her speech, according 
to a video she posted on social media
, Ms. Jabr drew a connection between her work with grieving mothers in New York and the war in Gaza.



"It pains me to see the women from my country going through unimaginable losses themselves during the current genocide in Gaza," said Ms. Jabr, who is Palestinian-American. "This award is deeply personal to me for those reasons."



She added
, "Even though I can't hold their hands and comfort them as they grieve their unborn children and the children they have lost during this genocide, I hope to keep making them proud as I keep representing them here at NYU."



Ms. Jabr said that these remarks led to her firing on May 22 after she returned to work following the ceremony. "As soon as I walked into the unit, I was dragged into an impromptu meeting with the President and Vice President of Nursing at NYU Langone to discuss how I 'put others at risk' and 'ruined the ceremony' and 'offended people' because a small part of my speech was a tribute towards the grieving mothers in my country," she wrote in a post on Instagram. She said that she then worked most of her shift before being summoned to an office where she was fired and escorted off the premises.



Israel has 
categorically denied the accusation
 that it is carrying 
out a genocide in Gaza
.



A spokesman for NYU Langone, Steve Ritea, confirmed that Ms. Jabr was fired following her speech, saying that there had been "a previous incident as well."



"Hesen Jabr was warned in December, following a previous incident, not to bring her views on this divisive and charged issue into the workplace," Mr. Ritea said in a statement. "She instead chose not to heed that at a recent employee recognition event that was widely attended by her colleagues, some of whom were upset after her comments."



"As a result, Jabr is no longer an NYU Langone employee," he added.



Mr. Ritea did not say what the "previous incident" was. On Facebook, Ms. Jabr suggested there had long been workplace tensions. Her postings described heated political arguments on the labor and delivery floor. "The pure psychological warfare NYU has waged on me as a nurse, Muslim, Palestinian, and woman, has only left me resolute," read one message she posted on Facebook.



In an interview Tuesday evening, Ms. Jabr, who had worked at NYU Langone since 2015, said that in recent months she had been questioned repeatedly by hospital administrators about her social media postings about Israel and the war in Gaza. She described her speech at the awards ceremony as "the straw that broke the camel's back."



Other employees around the country have 
been fired
, 
suspended
 
or investigated
 for their comments about the Israel-Hamas war. While some states, such as Connecticut, have restricted the ability of employers to fire workers for their opinions or speech, New York's protections for workers are 
more limited
.



In Ms. Jabr's case, she had been invited to the lectern and delivered a brief speech at the awards ceremony, where, 
according to the hospital
, she had received an award given to "a nurse who exemplifies what it means to provide compassionate care to patients and their families during perinatal bereavement." She drew a connection between this aspect of her job -- consoling mothers -- and the pain of 
Palestinian mothers who have lost children
.



Before turning to the war in Gaza, Ms. Jabr expressed gratitude to her co-workers, saying the award belonged to them: "Truthfully, it does belong to all the nurses on labor who have held the hands of a grieving mother."



In the interview, Ms. Jabr defended her speech and said talking about the war "was so relevant" given the nature of the award she had won.



"It was an award for bereavement; it was for grieving mothers," she noted.
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'Where Did Justine Go?' One Woman Disappears Into Devotion



Justine Payton was drawn to a Hare Krishna ashram for its yoga, meditation and vegan meals. She's still figuring out what went wrong.








By Ruth Graham


May 22, 2024


A few days before Christmas in 2020, quarantined with Covid in the basement of a Hare Krishna ashram in Philadelphia, Justine Payton admitted to herself how bad things had gotten.



She was 28 years old and had $72 to her name, after spending years working seven days a week in a cycle of cleaning, cooking, teaching, worship and selling books on the street. She rose at 4:30 each morning and her days ended at 9:30 p.m. If she violated the home's strict rules -- sneaking a piece of chocolate, say -- her fellow devotees would report her to their leader, whom they knew as Mangal-arti. 



Ms. Payton had moved to Philadelphia to help open the Mantra Lounge meditation center at the behest of Mangal-arti's "spiritual master," Devamrita Swami, a New York-born, Yale-educated leader in the Hare Krishna movement.



The responsibility was an honor, she believed at the time. The movement had given her joy, purpose and community when she desperately needed it. Now she was reaching new followers with the same things that first attracted her: cheap yoga and vegan meals, and then meditation, chanting, and volunteer work.



But over time, the experience soured into something she would later describe as emotionally and spiritually abusive. Although she was bringing in money for the center through book sales, she kept none of it, she said, and had to use her savings to pay for some toiletries and other necessities.



After Mangal-arti, who had no formal medical or psychological training, told her she had borderline personality disorder, she said, she had begun to doubt her own instincts about even the most basic facts of her existence, doubts that reflected Hare Krishna teachings about not relying on one's own emotions. (Mangal-arti, whose legal name is Aarti Khoda, said in a statement to The New York Times that she did not make a diagnosis, but inquired whether Ms. Payton might have the disorder because of her "extreme behavior.") Ms. Payton contemplated taking her own life. She was paranoid, lonely and very, very tired.



Ms. Payton didn't think of herself as part of a larger story about the popularity of alternative spiritual practices in the splintering religious landscape of 21st-century America. She hadn't yet parsed the borderlines separating willing self-abnegation, mental illness and abuse. She craved transcendence, and like an increasing number of Americans, she didn't find it in Christianity or another historic monotheistic religion. 



She found it instead in a much younger movement that, for previous generations of Americans, conjured hippie freedom or cult conformity. For her, though, those associations were long in the past. The Hare Krishna movement seemed to answer her deepest questions. She was a seeker, and for a while, she had found what she was looking for.   




Ms. Payton in Vrindavana, India, in 2019.




When she got sick in the first year of the pandemic, however, the basement quarantine was the first time in five years that she had been alone for a sustained period of time. It was the first time she had time to think.



She picked up the phone and called her dad. 



A Search for Faith



Ms. Payton was raised on a leafy downtown street in an affluent suburb of Chicago. She was close to her parents and her three siblings. When the children were little, the family had dance parties in the house. Ms. Payton would toss her hair around to the "Be-In" song from the musical "Hair": "Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna," she would sing. "Beads, flowers, freedom, happiness."



She was baptized into the Roman Catholic Church, from which she imbibed the lesson that a large religious institution could have ugliness in its past, but still do good in individual lives. Her family later joined the United Church of Christ, a liberal Protestant denomination.



In an essay she wrote for a confirmation class in eighth grade, an experience meant to usher her into adult faith, she wrote that she wasn't sure she believed in God. Ms. Payton's highest value at the time was independence. She moved across the country for college, then took a semester off and lived in Rwanda. 



She was about to leave for a study-abroad program in France when she came down with Guillain-Barre syndrome, a disorder in which the body's immune system attacks its nerves. She was temporarily paralyzed from the neck down. She had climbed Mt. Kilimanjaro, and now she lived at home in the suburbs and couldn't feed herself. 



She turned 21 during her convalescence, and the radical loss of control made her question everything. She began thinking about what it meant to be separated from her own physical existence.



She read and reread "Siddhartha," Herman Hesse's novel and a defining text of 1960s youth culture. The story follows a man in India seeking spiritual enlightenment in the time of the Buddha. 



"What is meditation?" the protagonist asks himself. "What is leaving one's body? What is fasting? What is holding one's breath? It is fleeing from the self, it is a short escape of the agony of being a self."



She recovered from Guillain-Barre and decided to finish her college degree in New Zealand. There, an acquaintance passed along a flier for a Sunday feast at a Hare Krishna temple. Ms. Payton knew little about the Hare Krishna faith, beyond those childhood days of twirling around to music from "Hair." 



The environment she walked into that Sunday seemed made precisely for her. Since the 1990s, the movement has attempted to appeal more directly to Westerners.



The Hare Krishna movement evolved from a 16th-century Indian tradition, and exploded as a worldwide phenomenon when a charismatic Hindu guru known as A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada arrived in the United States in the 1960s, attracting crowds of young people to Tompkins Square Park in Manhattan with his chanting and his saffron robes. He called the movement the International Society for Krishna Consciousness, or ISKCON. 



His timing was impeccable, meeting a counterculture primed to embrace ISKCON's practices of communal living, ecstatic dancing and asceticism. Within five years, the chant "Hare Krishna" was everywhere: among throngs of devotees proselytizing in airports; in "Hair"; in a No. 1 hit song by 
George Harrison
.



The first wave of American followers were mostly white, but over time the movement became 
more Indian American
 and less high-profile. By the 1980s, it was beset by scandals, including lawsuits over sexual abuse and accusations of "brainwashing." In the late 1990s, the movement's own official journal 
exposed widespread physical and sexual abuse
 of children at Hare Krishna boarding schools. 




George Harrison, center, sitting among members of the Radha Krishna Temple at a press reception in London in 1969.




Some American followers still live at ashrams -- the standard form of membership in the 1960s and '70s -- but many more have typical homes and jobs and attend services on weekends. A spokesman, Anuttama Dasa, estimated that ISKCON currently has roughly 100,000 fully initiated members around the world, and 15 million who attend meetings. 



"There's very few Western, American people that are joining the Hare Krishna movement today," said E. Burke Rochford, a professor emeritus of religion at Middlebury College who has studied the faith for decades. "Yes, they're interested in
 
yoga and yes, meditation, but not in what ISKCON is requiring of their members." 



There is a sense of urgency among the aging first generation of devotees, he said, to recapture the imagination of younger white Americans -- not to push out Indian immigrants, but to preserve Swami Prabhupada's calling to reach non-Indian young people.



The center Ms. Payton wandered into in New Zealand in 2014 was headed by an American-born guru named Devamrita Swami, who has a mission to attract "Westerners," meaning non-Indians. Devamrita Swami's innovation was that ISKCON should be what the scholar Nicole Karapanagiotis has described as "an edgy meditation- and mindfulness-based social club." Instead of temples with elaborate statues of Hindu deities, he opened "lofts" and "lounges" where Hindu imagery is minimal. He encouraged programming on environmental sustainability, rebranding ISKCON theology's emphasis on giving up material pleasures as a tool for addressing climate change.



"You felt like an honored guest when you walked in there
," 
Ms. Payton recalled in an interview. "The whole thing was kind of ethereal and captivating
." 
There was a vegetarian meal, music, incense and yoga. She started attending and volunteering regularly, and a few months later she moved into an ISKCON ashram in Wellington, New Zealand. 



At the end of 2015, Devamrita Swami encouraged Ms. Payton to help Mangal-arti start an outreach program in Philadelphia. 



Before she moved there, she went to Illinois to spend a few weeks with her parents, Dean and Lisa, who had initially been accepting of her entrance into the movement. They understood that the Hare Krishna faith spoke to their daughter's compassion, as well as to her interests in climate change and veganism. By this point, however, they were becoming concerned. 



"She had lost her autonomy," Mr. Payton said. "Her tone changed, her bearing changed."



"Where did Justine go?" Lisa Payton wondered. 



Her witty, vivacious daughter now rose at 4 in the morning to chant, and spent all her time cooking, ceremonially offering each meal to the deity Krishna before allowing her family to eat. Her voice was getting softer, almost melodic. 




Lisa Payton holding her daughter after the infant was baptized into the Roman Catholic Church.




Lisa tried to understand. Picture a mountain, a pastor at her church would tell her later. God is at the top, and Justine is on one of many paths up the mountain. But it felt as though her daughter's path was leading her farther and farther away from her family, and from any semblance of the life they had imagined for her.



When Ms. Payton left for Philadelphia, she sent her father a handwritten letter that he still keeps in his wallet. 



"I wish you could see how my heart has changed, how it is open to the world around me in a beautiful way," she wrote. "I am happier and more content than ever."



The Mantra Lounge 



In Philadelphia, Ms. Payton moved with Mangal-arti and a few other devotees into a temple, and then into a rented house, while they worked to open the Mantra Lounge in the trendy neighborhood of Fishtown. 



Mangal-arti was born in Calcutta. She found the Hare Krishna movement in her early 20s, while working in a bank in Australia, and she chose Devamrita Swami as her spiritual master, a role akin to a priest or mentor. She is charismatic and bright-eyed; in video recordings of her teaching, she speaks cheerfully and seems to make intense eye contact with her listeners. 



Ms. Payton said in an interview that her mental health was already deteriorating badly by the time she got to Philadelphia. She had been raped in college, and was experiencing  symptoms associated with post-traumatic stress disorder. 



Mangal-arti was the first person Ms. Payton told about having been raped. Ms. Payton recalls her suggesting that her ensuing struggles were caused by insufficient faithfulness: She wasn't bowing deeply enough during prayers, wasn't working hard enough, and was trusting too much in her own instincts. Ms. Payton listened, and tried to purge herself of desire and disobedience. She began covering her head with her sari, as a sign of devotion. 



In an initiation ceremony in 2017, she swore to abstain from "illicit sex," intoxication, meat-eating and gambling, and she received a new name designating her as a servant of God: Gaura-bhakti. 



The ceremony was standard for devotees seeking deeper commitment to the faith. What was not standard was that Ms. Payton felt that Mangal-arti was becoming the most important person in her life. 



Three women who lived in the house said that they shared private information with Mangal-arti, only to discover that Mangal-arti later shared it with others. They said that Mangal-arti extended and then withheld affection in ways that were emotionally manipulative. Ms. Payton would later say that Mangal-arti fostered an "atmosphere of fear."



Mr. Dasa, the spokesman for ISKCON, said the organization acted quickly to investigate Ms. Payton's and other followers' claims that Mangal-arti engaged in emotional abuse and manipulation.



 "We in no way condone" Ms. Payton's experience of "serious problems" at the ashram in Philadelphia, Mr. Dasa said in an interview. "It doesn't at all represent the typical experience of a Krishna devotee at any of our hundreds of temples around the world."




The former ashram where Ms. Payton lived during her time working at the Mantra Lounge.




Mangal-arti did encourage Ms. Payton to pursue therapy independently, which her parents paid for.



"Mangal-arti appeared to be the only person whom Justine had a personal relationship with, intensifying her reliance on her," her therapist wrote in a later statement summing up their sessions. 



Ms. Payton stopped seeing that therapist after less than a year. Her last session was a joint meeting with the therapist and an "intense and overbearing" Mangal-arti, according to the therapist's written account. 



Other devotees reported similar experiences. After meeting Mangal-arti in Canada, Shannan Mann moved into the ashram in Philadelphia with Ms. Payton and a handful of others who worked at the Mantra Lounge. Mangal-arti had a long list of rules, down to how she should shower and how she should part her hair, Ms. Mann said. Ms. Mann, too, said Mangal-arti would be sweet and maternal one moment, and jealous and hostile the next. (In a statement, Mangal-arti called Ms. Mann's account of her experiences "completely false and baseless".) 



Ms. Mann had known Ms. Payton in New Zealand. In Philadelphia, she was struck by how much Ms. Payton's appearance had changed. She had lost weight and become strikingly pale, and she barely spoke. She had been transformed from a person Ms. Mann saw as bold and inquisitive to someone reduced to staring at Mangal-arti and
 
"just wanting her approval for everything
."



In a statement, Mangal-arti disputed almost every element of Ms. Payton's account of her time in Philadelphia, and said Ms. Payton seemed to have embarked on a "targeted campaign" against her. She also pointed out that Ms. Payton often thanked her during this period for her support.



Some people at the small ashram were happy. Mangal-arti provided multiple testimonials to The Times from people who spent time at the ashram in Philadelphia or who said they had known Ms. Payton and Ms. Mann in the past. All of them appear to remain involved in ISKCON or its practices. They described Mangal-arti as generous and fair, and characterized Ms. Payton and Ms. Mann as behaving erratically at the time, and as spreading falsehoods afterward. 



'Things Are Really Wrong Here'



Ms. Payton had been in Philadelphia for five years when she got Covid and moved into the basement of the ashram. For three weeks, she was on her own, free from the grueling schedule of selling and cooking and cleaning that had felt increasingly oppressive to her. "Things are really wrong here," she remembers thinking. 



Lisa and Dean drove to Philadelphia after Christmas to retrieve their daughter, picking her up on the curb outside the ashram early in the morning. She had stuffed her belongings into a few black garbage bags. They barely spoke as they drove back to Illinois.



Over time, she came to see what had happened to her in Philadelphia as abusive. 



In 2021 she and three other former and aspiring devotees registered formal complaints against Mangal-arti that were reviewed by ISKCON's governing body, a board that oversees the global organization. Some of the four complainants, and others, also made complaints about Devamrita Swami's leadership. 



After two years, the board's North American branch ruled last year that Mangal-arti must apologize in writing to Ms. Payton and the other Mantra Lounge community members whom she had "hurt (mistreated, abused, shamed)" by her "actions and words," and that she must not lead any ISKCON event or organization for three years, among other consequences. 



In her statement, Mangal-arti described the ruling as hastily completed only after the The Times contacted ISKCON leadership last year, an accusation Mr. Dasa strongly denied. She said the organization did not follow up on the evidence she submitted to defend herself, and that ISKCON had issued an adjudication without an investigation. 



ISKCON's committee overseeing gurus reached a decision in early May requiring Devamrita Swami to undergo education on trauma and to submit a written plan to ensure that the "unhealthy dynamics" of Mantra Lounge would not be repeated, among other things. Mr. Dasa said the organization was also considering new training protocols "for ISKCON leaders to avoid these problems."




Ms. Payton, seen here at a nature preserve in North Carolina, craved transcendence, which brought her to the Hare Krishna movement. 




The Mantra Lounge in Philadelphia closed in 2021. 



 Ms. Payton has tried to start her own life over, enrolling in graduate school in North Carolina, writing about her experiences, and restoring her relationships with her parents. Her boyfriend of two years recently proposed to her in a rented geodesic dome in the mountains near their home. 



But it would be too simple, in her view, to call hers a happy ending. She lost friends permanently, she remains deeply ashamed, and she struggles with a sense that she has lost time she will never get back. 



She still finds beauty in certain religious texts, including the Bhagavad Gita -- although not the translations by the Hare Krishna movement's founder. But she no longer practices any religion, and said she cannot imagine associating with a religious institution again. 



She tries to be open to the experience of wonder, she said. "I think that's at the root of what I was seeking all along."



Susan C. Beachy
, 
Alain Delaqueriere
 and 
Sheelagh McNeill
 contributed research.
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Congestion Pricing Could Bring Cleaner Air. But Maybe Not for Everyone.



Officials expect New York City's new tolling system to reduce air pollution, as well as carbon emissions. The impact may be uneven. 




Fifth Avenue near 26th Street in Manhattan. A Metropolitan Transportation Authority study found that congestion pricing could decrease overall air pollution in the borough and in Brooklyn and Queens. 




By Hilary Howard


May 28, 2024


When congestion pricing takes effect in New York City next month, officials say it will create an array of benefits: The system's tolls will generate revenue for improving mass transit while prompting some drivers to avoid Manhattan, potentially reducing traffic and air pollution, as well as carbon emissions that contribute to climate change.



Some of those goals are already within sight: Devices that will monitor cars and send bills to drivers are in place, and the Metropolitan Transportation Authority, which will operate the system, has begun to detail the transit repairs and upgrades it plans to spend its windfall on.



For now, though, it is unclear how much the program will contribute to New York State's ambitious goal of reducing greenhouse emissions 85 percent by 2050. And some people worry that less air pollution in some areas will be offset by more in others, despite efforts to keep that from happening.



According to an 
environmental assessment
 by the authority, congestion pricing could decrease air pollution overall in three boroughs: Manhattan, Brooklyn and Queens. The concern is that rerouted traffic could increase it in the Bronx and on Staten Island.



"It's safe to say the direct air-quality benefits would be modest but measurable overall," said Eric A. Goldstein, a senior attorney and New York City environment director at the Natural Resources Defense Council. The plan, he added, is worthwhile because of its benefits for public transit, whose health is crucial for luring people away from private vehicles.



"If you look at London and Stockholm, they had improved traffic, modest air quality, and jolts of adrenaline to their transportation systems," he said, referring to similar programs in those cities.



To counter a potential air pollution increase in the South Bronx and other parts of the region, government officials have committed $155 million to initiatives like an asthma center, improved ventilation in schools by highways and renovating parks and other green spaces.



But such measures are inadequate for the South Bronx, which has grappled with air pollution's effects for years, said Arif Ullah, the executive director of 
South Bronx Unite
, a nonprofit that focuses on social, economic and environmental issues.



Mr. Ullah said his group supported congestion pricing in principle but opposed the current plan. The South Bronx, one of the areas that is projected to have more air pollution because of drivers avoiding the toll zone, already 
has high levels of congestion
 and toxins in the air, and high asthma rates.



"If we are getting more public transit with poorer air, it seems like a deal with the devil," said Assemblyman Kenny Burgos, a Democrat who represents a section of the southeast Bronx and opposes the current plan.



Mr. Burgos expressed concern about a possible increase in delivery trucks, which are among the worst polluters. He also mentioned the possibility that a major distribution center in the Manhattan congestion zone, like one operated by United Parcel Service on West 43rd Street, would route more deliveries through the Bronx to avoid tolls. A UPS spokesman said the company was considering the idea but had not made plans.



Pollution in the South Bronx should be addressed separately and aggressively, not used as a bargaining chip to push the program through or as an argument to shut it down, said Jacqueline Klopp, the director of Columbia University's 
Center for Sustainable Development
 and a congestion pricing supporter.



Concerns about the plan 
extend to New Jersey
, where opponents have sued to block it from taking effect, complaining that environmental studies of its potential impact have not been adequate. Similar suits have been filed in New York courts. The system's start, which is scheduled for June 30, could be postponed based on the outcome of the lawsuits.



Under congestion pricing, most vehicles will be charged $15 to enter the area of Manhattan below 60th Street during the peak hours of 5 a.m. to 9 p.m. starting June 30. Trucks would pay $24 or $36 at peak hours, depending on their size.



The program is expected to generate $1 billion in annual revenue, which the authority plans to use to secure $15 billion in financing it needs 
for infrastructure work
 on the city's 119-year-old transit system.



Because climate change is putting even greater demands on that system, officials say, 
another $6 billion is needed for projects
 like elevating equipment, updating vents and building berms and flood walls to prepare for the effects of extreme weather.



Congestion pricing is predicted to reduce traffic in Manhattan's core about 17 percent, or about 120,000 vehicles a day, according to the mayor's office. The M.T.A. has offered one potential scenario under which 
particulate matter
 -- inhalable particles produced by burning fossil fuels, among other sources -- would decrease about 11 percent in the district.



The last time congestion and air pollution dropped significantly in New York was during the pandemic, when many drivers stopped coming into the city. Predictions about the effect congestion pricing will have pale in comparison to what happened when the city locked down, said Bob Pishue, an analyst with the global traffic and data analytics company Inrix. In 2021, traffic entering Manhattan below 14th Street was down 
55 percent
, he said.



In Stockholm, air pollution has declined since congestion pricing was introduced 18 years ago, said Jonas Eliasson, a director at the Swedish Transport Administration. He added that the improved air quality in Sweden's capital was also attributable to increasingly strict regulations for new trucks and cars and the growing presence of electric vehicles.



In London, congestion pricing has evolved since its introduction more than 20 years ago. Zone boundaries have expanded, fees have increased and regulations have tightened. Traffic, though reduced, continues to be a challenge, because of more people living there and more street space has gone to bicycle lanes and other alternative travel routes, said Kate Slevin, executive vice president of the 
Regional Plan Association
, an urban planning nonprofit in New York.



London's air quality has improved because of several initiatives, including congestion pricing and an "
ultra low emission zone
" program that charges fees to polluting vehicles that enter a designated area in London.



Last year, average particulate matter concentrations across London did not exceed the World Health Organization's interim guidelines for the first time, and nitrogen dioxide, a gas produced by burning fuel, was cut nearly in half from 2016 to 2023.



London is similar to New York City in that most greenhouse gas emissions there 
come from buildings
. That could help explain why congestion pricing and other car-related regulations in London have helped to improve air quality, while meeting carbon emissions goals remains difficult.



Buildings, which are responsible for 
70 percent of New York City's greenhouse gas emissions
, also contribute to air pollution, said Talor Gruenwald, a data scientist at 
Rewiring America
, a nonprofit that promotes electrification. That means reducing carbon emissions from buildings in dense cities may be a more powerful way to both improve air quality and to lower greenhouse gas emissions overall.



"Buildings and cars both emit fine particulate matter and nitrogen dioxide in similar quantities," Mr. Gruenwald said. Although the worst offenders are oil-powered buildings, buildings powered by natural gas also pollute the air, he added.



In 2017, buildings in New York produced 1,058 tons of particulate matter, compared with 849 tons from cars, according to an analysis of Environmental Protection Agency data by Mr. Gruenwald. In 2020, during the pandemic -- an era of reduced traffic and empty offices -- buildings still produced more particulate matter (531 tons, compared to 491 from cars).



Because New York City is so dense, residents are constantly exposed to fumes, whether from traffic or buildings, Mr. Gruenwald said. And since getting buildings and vehicles off fossil fuels will be a gradual process, he said, the city will need multiple policies to keep on track toward meeting its climate goals. Congestion pricing is one of those policies, he and other experts argue.



"It's another tool," said Ms. Klopp, of Columbia, "and we will need to hone it."
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Man Who Invaded Nancy Pelosi's Home Apologizes for Attacking Her Husband



David DePape's federal sentencing hearing was reopened to give him a chance to address the court, but his apology did not persuade the judge to change his sentence.




Law enforcement officers gathered outside the San Francisco home of Nancy Pelosi, where her husband was attacked in October 2022.




By Carly Stern and Tim Arango


May 28, 2024


David DePape, who was convicted of federal crimes for breaking into the residence of Nancy Pelosi two years ago and beating her husband with a hammer, apologized on Tuesday for the attack and expressed remorse, as a judge briefly considered a more lenient prison sentence.



"I should have left the house when I learned Nancy Pelosi wasn't there," he said. "I will never do anything violent like that ever again."



Mr. DePape made his comments in a federal courtroom in San Francisco, where the judge in the case reopened his sentencing proceedings, two weeks after initially sentencing Mr. DePape to 30 years in federal prison.



Judge Jacqueline Scott Corley realized after imposing the sentence that she had erred by doing so without first asking Mr. DePape whether he wished to make a statement. Judge Corley brought the parties back to court on Tuesday to give Mr. DePape the chance to speak.



The judge appeared unmoved by Mr. DePape's apology. After hearing from him on Tuesday, she once again gave Mr. DePape a 30-year sentence, the maximum allowed by law.



Mr. DePape 
was convicted
 in November of two federal crimes: attempted kidnapping of a federal officer and assault on an immediate family member of a federal official.



Mr. DePape said he was in a dark place when he committed the crimes, but that his mental state had since improved. "I have been able to reconnect with my mom and other family members, which has allowed me to move forward," he told the court.




David DePape was sentenced to 30 years in federal prison in connection with his attack on Paul Pelosi.




Tuesday's hearing was held during a hiatus in Mr. DePape's state criminal trial, which began last week with jury selection. In state court, Mr. DePape faces several felony charges related to the attack, including attempted murder, assault with a deadly weapon and elder abuse. Opening statements are expected to begin Wednesday morning. If he is convicted in that trial, Mr. DePape faces a maximum sentence of life in prison without the possibility of parole.



As she did at the first sentencing hearing, Judge Corley said on Tuesday that her sentence reflected both the seriousness of the crime and the need to deter  politically motivated violence. She said she wanted to make sure that "there are no copycats."



"The message has to be out there that it's absolutely unacceptable to our democracy," Judge Corley said.



After Mr. DePape was initially sentenced on May 17, his federal public defenders quickly filed an appeal, and opposed the judge's reopening of the sentencing hearing. They argued that the case should immediately proceed to an appeals court, and that if a resentencing went forward, it should be handled by a different judge, "to preserve the appearance of justice."



"The court cannot reasonably be expected to put its previously expressed conclusions aside to fairly and appropriately resentence Mr. DePape," they wrote in a legal filing.



The attack at the Pelosis' house in San Francisco took place in the early morning hours of Oct. 22, less than three weeks before the midterm election, and it raised fears about politically motivated violence at a particularly divisive time in America.



Mr. DePape, who was 42 at the time, broke into the house through a back door on a hunt for Ms. Pelosi, who was then the Speaker of the House and second in line to the presidency. After entering the house, Mr. DePape called out repeatedly, "Where's Nancy?"



Ms. Pelosi was in Washington, D.C., and Mr. DePape instead encountered Paul Pelosi, asleep in the couple's bedroom. At the trial last year, Mr. Pelosi, who was 82 at the time of the attack, recounted how he was able to surreptitiously call 911 from his bathroom. When police officers arrived, they found Mr. Pelosi and Mr. DePape standing in the foyer, each with a hand on a large hammer that Mr. DePape had brought with him.



It was then, according to trial testimony and footage from police body-worn cameras, that Mr. DePape was able to take control of the hammer and bash Mr. Pelosi in the head, leaving him on the ground, bloodied. Mr. Pelosi underwent surgery for two skull fractures and spent six days in the hospital.



A spokesman for Ms. Pelosi on Tuesday declined to comment on the resentencing, saying that her office would wait until the verdict in the state trial to provide another response.



Mr. DePape had been 
a solitary figure
, living on the margins of society in the San Francisco Bay Area. For a time, he slept under a tree in a park in Berkeley, Calif. In the years leading up to the attack, he spent a great deal of time immersed in online conspiracy theories like Pizzagate and QAnon.



Before announcing the sentence on Tuesday, Judge Corley acknowledged that Mr. DePape did not have a criminal or violent record before he broke into the Pelosis' house. The judge told him that he was "particularly vulnerable" to what he was hearing in the media.
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'Defeat by Truth': Biden's Gaza Critics Start an Anti-Trump Campaign



The effort by Black faith leaders and activists signals that at least some of President Biden's critics on the left will work to defeat his Republican rival.




"We do realize that defeating Trump is our north star," said the Rev. Michael McBride of The Way Christian Center in Berkeley, Calif.




By Katie Glueck and Maya King


May 29, 2024


The Rev. Michael McBride was 
an early backer of a cease-fire in Gaza
, publicly breaking with President Biden's support for the war months before many other Democrats arrived in a similar place.



Nearly five months before Election Day, Mr. McBride, a co-founder of the group Black Church PAC, remains critical of how the administration has stood by Israel. But he is now leading an effort, alongside other progressive Black activists, strategists and faith leaders, that would indirectly help Mr. Biden by working to defeat former President Donald J. Trump.



It is one of the clearest signs yet that at least some of Mr. Biden's critics on the left will still work to stop Mr. Trump -- even if they are lukewarm on the incumbent president.



"We need to continue to push the president to shift his course on how he is addressing a number of issues, primarily which is Gaza," Mr. McBride, the lead pastor at The Way Christian Center in Berkeley, Calif., said in an interview, noting that the campaign was not an endorsement of Mr. Biden. But, he said, "we can't wait for the Biden administration to change their course before we start to sound the alarm."



"We do realize," he added, "that defeating Trump is our north star."



The effort, called "Defeat by Truth," is in fact a political action committee.



The project, in its early stages, works like this: Supporters sign up to automatically donate as little as one cent when Mr. Trump posts on social media, especially Truth Social. Contributors can cap their monthly donations at any amount. And the money raised will support a coalition of progressive organizations in swing states.



Mr. McBride said the project would also aid organizers working to support candidates like Representatives Jamaal Bowman of New York and Cori Bush of Missouri -- 
early and fierce critics of Israel's military campaign in Gaza
 after the Hamas-led Oct. 7 attack. They face 
significant
 
primary challenges
.



Asked if donations would be triggered by every social media post, Mr. McBride said that would happen in response to "something that communicates misinformation about the issues that we're most concerned about." He cited issues including militarism, criminal justice, immigration and "criminalizing protests." 



The focus, he said, will be on social media posts that promote hate speech, attacks on civil liberties or other "remarks that we think are false and betray our core values as people of faith or people of good will."



The campaign's 
website acknowledges
 "the variable nature of Defeat by Truth donations."



The project builds on a 2020 campaign called "Defeat by Tweet," which also did not emphasize endorsing Mr. Biden. Organizers say it raised more than $9 million. This year, they hope to raise and distribute $15 million by November, and to engage one million voters of color, especially in battleground states.



Supporters of the effort include the comic and commentator W. Kamau Bell; Tamika D. Mallory and Philip Agnew, both activists; the faith leaders Traci Blackmon, Otis Moss III, Frederick D. Haynes III and Leah D. Daughtry, who is also a veteran Democratic strategist.



"It circulates the money every time there's a lie, every time there's a mistruth, a half-truth, some disinformation," said Mr. Agnew, a founder of the group Black Men Build, which aims to mobilize Black men to vote. "We're transmuting the energy that he's putting out into the world into some good."



Their efforts come as Mr. Biden continues to face headwinds with Black voters, a key Democratic constituency. In polls, focus groups and 
conversations with Black Americans in battleground states
, some have expressed disaffection with the president and questioned whether they will support his re-election or cast a ballot at all.



Mr. McBride said that typically, organizations like Black Church PAC would be months into their get-out-the-vote campaigns during an election year. 



The Gaza war, he said, "has really put a lot of our folks in a place of paralysis because of the moral dissonance."



Still, he said, he and other organizers felt a sense of urgency to take on Mr. Trump: "We cannot wait until the summer, the fall to mobilize our folks."



Organizers and supporters of the effort hope it will have staying power at a time when many social justice groups and grass-roots organizers have warned of 
diminished energy and resources behind their work
 entering this election.



"No matter who the president is, America is still in a mess and going to be a mess," Mr. Bell said. "The way we get out of this mess is by supporting Black and brown grass-roots activists."
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Emerging Portrait of Judge in Trump Documents Case: Prepared, Prickly and Slow



Judge Aileen Cannon's handling of court hearings offers insights into how the case accusing Donald Trump of illegally retaining classified material has become bogged down in unresolved issues.




Judge Aileen M. Cannon rarely issues rulings that explain her thinking in a way that might reveal her legal influences or any guiding philosophy.




By Alan Feuer


May 29, 2024


A few months ago, a top prosecutor on former President Donald J. Trump's classified documents case stood up in court and told Judge Aileen M. Cannon that he was concerned about the pace of the proceeding, gingerly expressing his desire to keep the matter "moving along."



Almost instantly, Judge Cannon got defensive.



"I can assure you that in the background there is a great deal of judicial work going on," she snapped. "So while it may not appear on the surface that anything is happening, there is a ton of work being done."



In some sense, Judge Cannon had a point. Much of what judges do unfolds out of sight in the sanctity of their chambers.



But at seven public hearings over more than 10 months, Judge Cannon has left an increasingly detailed record of her decision-making skills and judicial temperament.



The portrait that has emerged so far is that of an industrious but inexperienced and often insecure judge whose reluctance to rule decisively even on minor matters has permitted one of the country's most important criminal cases to 
become bogged down in a logjam of unresolved issues
.



She rarely issues rulings that explain her thinking in a way that might reveal her legal influences or any guiding philosophy. And that has made the hearings, which have taken place in Federal District Court in Fort Pierce, Fla., all the more important in assessing her management of the case.



Regardless of her motives, Judge Cannon has effectively imperiled the future of a criminal prosecution that once seemed the most straightforward of the four Mr. Trump is facing.



She has largely accomplished this by granting a serious hearing to almost every issue -- no matter how far-fetched -- that Mr. Trump's lawyers have raised, playing directly into the former president's strategy of delaying the case from reaching trial.



It appears increasingly likely that the documents case will not go to a jury before Election Day, and that the only trial that Mr. Trump will face this year will be the one now ending in Manhattan, where jurors are expected to begin deliberating on Wednesday over whether he falsified business records in connection with hush money payments to a porn star.



Still, the next few weeks will bring Judge Cannon's handling of the case in Florida into even sharper focus.



She may soon rule on 
a request by Jack Smith, the special counsel overseeing the two federal prosecutions of the former president,
 to bar Mr. Trump from making public statements that could endanger federal agents working on the documents case. That move, which 
the judge denied this week on procedural grounds
, came in response to the former president's baseless assertion that the F.B.I. was authorized to use deadly force against him during the search two years ago of Mar-a-Lago, his private club and residence in Florida.



After a hearing in June, Judge Cannon will also have to make a significant decision on whether to give Mr. Trump's lawyers access to communications between Mr. Smith's team and top national security officials. The lawyers made that request hoping to bolster their contention that the so-called deep state colluded with the Biden administration to bring the charges.



A former federal prosecutor, Judge Cannon graduated from Duke University and the University of Michigan's law school, where she joined the conservative Federalist Society. She was nominated to the federal bench by Mr. Trump during his final months in office and was confirmed by the Senate just days after he was declared the loser of the 2020 election.



She was already under scrutiny when she got the classified documents case last June because of a decision she made well before the indictment was filed. That 
ruling
, which shut down the investigation into Mr. Trump until an independent arbiter sorted through reams of materials seized from Mar-a-Lago, was so legally dubious that 
the appeals court sitting over her reversed it
 in unusually scathing terms.



Since then, Judge Cannon has shown little of her human side in court, taking a businesslike approach to the proceedings, which always begin the same way.



Invariably entering her courtroom on time, she first admonishes those in the gallery not to use electronic devices and reminds them of her rule forbidding getting up while a hearing is in progress. She then lays out the issues at hand and recounts the documents she has received that will inform the conversation.



Even though she has been on the bench for only four years and has limited experience handling criminal cases, it is often clear that Judge Cannon has done her homework.



In mid-March, for instance, she was discussing the key elements of the Espionage Act with Emil Bove, one of Mr. Trump's lawyers and an expert on classified information cases. At one point, she pushed back at Mr. Bove's contention that a section of the act requiring "national defense information" to be present in any documents charged in an indictment was so vaguely written that it was essentially unenforceable.



"There has been a fair amount of litigation, I think, on the defense information prong," Judge Cannon said. "So it would be hard to say, based on the current state of decisional authority, that that prong, in and of itself, is unconstitutionally vague."



Even though it meant that he had lost the point, Mr. Bove had to agree.



"I can't fight with the way that Your Honor phrased that," he said.



That exchange, however, was a far cry from one that occurred last week when Judge Cannon was debating with Jay Bratt, one of the prosecutors, about a common theory of legal liability called the Pinkerton rule. The rule holds that all members of a conspiracy can be held accountable for any crimes committed by their co-conspirators.



Mr. Bratt said the rule would likely apply to Mr. Trump's dealings with his two co-defendants, Walt Nauta and Carlos De Oliveira, employees of Mar-a-Lago who have been accused of conspiring with the former president to obstruct the government's repeated efforts to retrieve the classified materials.



Judge Cannon seemed a bit perplexed and asked Mr. Bratt what authority he intended to rely on in applying the Pinkerton rule. Mr. Bratt seemed almost sheepish in having to lay things out for her so simply.



"So the authority 
is
 Pinkerton," he said, and launched into a quick explanation.



One of Judge Cannon's most enduring habits is her tendency to ask the same question several times. It is never quite clear if she does not understand the answers she is receiving or is trying to push back against them.



At last week's hearing, she did this to Stanley Woodward Jr., Mr. Nauta's lawyer, as she considered his request to order prosecutors to provide him with internal communications that could help support his claims that the case against his client had been brought vindictively.



The communications Mr. Woodward was looking for concerned a meeting he attended at the Justice Department nearly two years ago where, he claims, Mr. Bratt threatened to derail a judgeship he had applied for if he did not prevail on Mr. Nauta to cooperate against Mr. Trump.



When Judge Cannon asked Mr. Woodward what he actually wanted from the government, his answer seemed simple enough: any messages exchanged by prosecutors that mentioned his name. The judge then asked a second time, telling Mr. Woodward to give it to her "slowly."



But even after that, it seemed that she was still a bit confused.



"All right," she said, this time referring to notes she had taken. "So I understand your request. It's, quote, 'All documents, communications concerning Mr. Woodward.'"



Something similar happened moments later when Judge Cannon turned to David Harbach, one of the prosecutors, to discuss Mr. Woodward's request.



Mr. Harbach had just spent the better part of five minutes telling the judge that Mr. Woodward's claims of misconduct were a "fantasy" and that, under the law, he was not entitled to rummage around in the government's private messages.



But Judge Cannon seemed to miss his point, asking Mr. Harbach if he was suggesting that prosecutors did not have any of the messages that Mr. Woodward wanted. No, he told her, explaining again that Mr. Woodward had failed to present any evidence that would even merit turning over what he wanted.



"So I guess what you are saying is you're not sure?" she asked.



No, Mr. Harbach said for a third time, once more trying to explain that Mr. Woodward's description of the meeting in August 2022 was entirely false and that the normal legal threshold for handing over private communications had simply not been reached.



"I know you disagree with the factual recitation of the August meeting," Judge Cannon said. "But would that provide a basis for the discovery request?"



Now clearly frustrated, Mr. Harbach said as plainly as he could that Mr. Woodward's request had no basis in either fact or law.



"This is what I'm trying to tell you," he all but shouted at the judge.



That discussion ultimately ended with Judge Cannon telling Mr. Harbach he needed to "calm down." It was emblematic of the dwindling reserves of patience between Judge Cannon and the prosecutors.



In October, for example, Judge Cannon lashed out at Mr. Harbach at a different hearing about whether Mr. Woodward had a conflict of interest in the case. The question revolved around the fact that Mr. Woodward was representing Mr. Nauta, one of the defendants, and had formerly represented 
a man likely to testify for the government at trial.



When Mr. Harbach expressed concern that Mr. Woodward might have to cross-examine a former client -- a situation that could easily lead to a conflict -- Judge Cannon chided him for having failed to mention that possibility in his written filings submitted before the hearing.



Citing Mr. Harbach's "last-minute introduction of an issue that was not briefed," she abruptly ended the hearing and assailed the prosecution for "wasting the court's time."



But she acted very differently at the hearing last week when Mr. Woodward made several arguments about his claims of vindictive prosecution that had never appeared in any of his filings. Judge Cannon hardly seemed to notice that he had wandered from his script, let alone rebuke him.



There is one subject the defense loves to talk about that always seems to set Judge Cannon on edge: Mr. Trump's presidential campaign. While she has allowed his lawyers leeway in using their briefings to make political arguments, she has repeatedly shut them down when they have tried to raise the subject of politics in court.



In early March, Mr. Bove began an argument on a highly technical legal issue by complaining that Mr. Trump should not have been in court at all that day, but instead should have been out campaigning.



Apparently annoyed, Judge Cannon cut him off.



"OK, OK," she said. "Can we talk about the actual legal issues?"
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Welcome Back, Pandas! Two Furry Diplomats Are Headed to the D.C. Zoo.



The pandas, Bao Li and Qing Bao, will be flown to the Smithsonian National Zoo from China before the end of the year.




A giant panda at the Smithsonian National Zoo in Washington last year, before it was flown to China.




By Katie Rogers and Aishvarya Kavi


May 29, 2024


It was a long and terrible six months without giant pandas, 
Washington's most famous symbol
 of literal soft diplomacy, but this unbearable (sorry) drought will soon be over.



The Smithsonian's National Zoo and Conservation Biology Institute announced on Wednesday that two new fuzzy diplomats will soon be on their way to the United States from China. The pandas, Bao Li and Qing Bao, will be flown over before the end of the year, the 
zoo said in a statement
.



They are both 2 years old -- young for a Washington power couple -- and their anticipated arrival is after the departure in November of two adult pandas, Mei Xiang and Tian Tian, who are the grandparents of the male, Bao Li.



The giant panda swapping has been a characteristic of a longtime pact between the Smithsonian and the China Wildlife Conservation Association. Last year, when the agreement keeping the three in the United States expired, panda fans and diplomats alike worried about tensions between China and Washington, and whether those strained ties would prevent the program from continuing.



At a diplomatic summit in San Francisco in November, Xi Jinping, China's leader, hinted that the pandas, which he called "
envoys of friendship
" between the two countries, could be returning to the United States. As it turns out, the two zoos hammered out another agreement without the help of high-level diplomacy, according to officials familiar with the pact who were not authorized to speak publicly about such delicate matters. The San Diego Zoo will also receive a pair of pandas, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in China 
confirmed
 earlier this month.




Thousands of visitors headed to the zoo last year to bid the pandas farewell.




The point of the agreement between Washington and Beijing is to help foster the breeding and care of the animals, and each panda birth is closely watched and celebrated. If pandas of Washingtons past are any indication, the two newbies, who will arrive aboard a special FedEx aircraft, will be touching down to much fanfare.



The new couple has Washington roots: Bao Li's mother, 
Bao Bao
, was born in the capital. Michelle Obama attended a naming ceremony for her brother, Bei Bei, in 2015.



Losses are also mourned. Newborn panda cubs are about the size of a stick of butter, and they are extremely fragile -- tiny and pink, they can be bruised easily by human handlers or by the mother. Since they are born nearly hairless, their body temperature must be constantly regulated. When they urinate or defecate, human helpers must make sure their fluid and nutrient levels are healthy.



Under these closely watched confines -- and a 
live panda cam
, but you probably knew that -- 
Bao Bao was a success story
 and had become a celebrity by the time she was sent to China in 2017.



While they lived in Washington, Mei Xiang and Tian Tian produced four cubs that 
survived beyond infancy
. Their eldest cub, Tai Shan, was born in 2005 and sent to China in 2010. Fans in Washington 
mourned the bear's departure
. Mei Xiang gave birth during the pandemic to her youngest cub, Xiao Qi Ji, at an age when scientists had thought she would no longer be able to have a baby.



The Smithsonian said the terms of the newest agreement were similar to previous ones. Bao Li and Qing Bao, and any offspring they might have, are owned by China, and any cubs born in Washington will have to return by age 4. The pandas are expensive to care for and study, and the Smithsonian has started a 
$25 million fund-raising campaign
 to help bolster the program's budget.



On a rainy day in Washington, many zoo attendees were anticipating the arrival of the giant pandas -- even if they hadn't realized they were missing. At the entrance to the "Asia trail" that leads to the exhibit where the pandas lived and will return, a small sign hailing the new arrivals was posted. Inside a nearby shop, merchandise was already available, including a $3 sticker with a simple promise: "The pandas are coming."



That message was all that was needed for Haley Clifton, 7, to convince her grandmother, Julie Edgar, to buy an $18 panda plush to add to her collection, despite her grandmother's attempts to sell her on a $9 smaller bear.



"I love pandas and I love animals," Haley said, summing up the appeal of the whole thing.



James Reeves, 44, who works at the shop outside the panda exhibit, said he was used to fielding questions from visitors about where the pandas were and when they were coming back. Now he finally had an answer.



"November is around the time we should be getting them here," Mr. Reeves said. "Then they go through a quarantine process. It should be open around the beginning of next year."



Bao Li and Qing Bao will be quarantined for a minimum of 30 days upon their arrival in Washington, and their public debut will be announced when their care team feels they are ready, according to the Smithsonian.
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Biden Asks What Trump Would Have Done if Capitol Rioters Were Black



"What do you think would have happened if Black Americans had stormed the Capitol?" the president said at a rally in Philadelphia. "I don't think he'd be talking about pardons."




As President Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris try to shore up support from Black voters, they made a rare joint campaign appearance at a rally in Philadelphia on Wednesday.




By Nicholas Nehamas and Maya King


May 29, 2024


President Biden made an aggressive push on Wednesday to head off former President Donald J. Trump's modest gains among Black voters, condemning his Republican opponent as a racist who had lied to Black Americans about what his term in office delivered them.



Speaking alongside Vice President Kamala Harris at a rally in Philadelphia, Mr. Biden pressed home a series of arguments about why Black voters should choose him over Mr. Trump, 
who has been trying to court Americans of color
.



"This is the same guy who wanted to tear-gas you as you peacefully protested George Floyd's murder," Mr. Biden told the predominantly Black crowd as he and Ms. Harris announced a national coalition of Black voters working on their behalf. "The same guy who still calls the Central Park Five guilty even though they were exonerated. He's that landlord who denies housing applications because of the color of your skin."



Invoking the Capitol attack on Jan. 6, 2021, and nodding to Mr. Trump's remarks about 
pardoning
 the rioters, Mr. Biden said: "What do you think would have happened if Black Americans had stormed the Capitol? I don't think he'd be talking about pardons."



Mr. Biden and Ms. Harris were making a rare joint appearance at a campaign event as they push urgently to strengthen their support from Black voters, who helped propel them to victory in 2020 but whose lagging enthusiasm now poses a serious risk to their re-election prospects.



The event in Philadelphia -- the Democratic stronghold of a must-win battleground state -- capped a month of heavy outreach by Mr. Biden to African Americans. Prominent Black Democrats including Gov. Wes Moore of Maryland and Lt. Gov. Austin Davis of Pennsylvania appeared with the president and Ms. Harris on Wednesday at Girard College, a boarding school where a desegregation battle 
raged
 for more than a decade in the 1950s and '60s.




With polls showing that Mr. Biden's support from Black voters has declined, he and Ms. Harris have stepped up their outreach efforts. 




Mr. Biden has plenty of ground to make up with Black Americans. Polls consistently show that his support from Black voters has declined to alarming levels for a Democrat. In a multicandidate race, just 49 percent of Black voters across six of the top battleground states said they would back Mr. Biden, 
a New York Times/Siena College/Philadelphia Inquirer poll found
. Four years ago, nearly nine in 10 Black voters nationwide cast their ballots for Mr. Biden, according to exit polls.



Nationally, Democrats have expressed alarm at Mr. Biden's polling numbers.



"It's a big problem," said Sherry Gay-Dagnogo, a Black Democrat who sits on Detroit's school board. "And it really puts us in a position to lose."



The Biden campaign said it would dispatch dozens of Black leaders on a nationwide "week of action" to mobilize Black voters in battleground states. It also plans to team up with national groups to hold events, recruit surrogates and speak directly to Black communities through November.



Mr. Trump, who has often relied on stereotypes to appeal to Black voters, tried to capitalize on their disaffection during a rally in the Bronx last Thursday, when he 
appeared with the rappers Sheff G and Sleepy Hallow
, who have been charged with violent gang-related crimes.




Recently, Mr. Biden and Ms. Harris have been speaking directly to Black audiences at multiple events per week.




The former president has also repeatedly and falsely said he oversaw the lowest Black unemployment rate in American history, which Mr. Biden on Wednesday called one of "Trump's MAGA lies." (In fact, the Black unemployment rate dipped lower under Mr. Biden.) Mr. Biden argued that Mr. Trump was "pandering and peddling lies and stereotypes" to Black voters so that "he can win for himself, not you."



In a statement, Janiyah Thomas, the Black media director for the Trump campaign, accused Mr. Biden of "gaslighting Black voters" and noted that he had pushed for a 1994 federal crime bill that 
helped fuel mass incarceration
 for America's Black communities.



"The Biden campaign is panicking because they see that Black voters aren't buying what Biden is selling," Ms. Thomas added.



In addition to its outreach to Black voters, the Biden campaign had previously announced coalitions geared toward mobilizing Hispanic voters, women, health care workers and educators, with more planned in the coming weeks.



Dozens of Girard College students in red tops and gray skirts or pants watched the rally on Wednesday from the upper levels of the school's gymnasium, under a "Black Voters for Biden-Harris" sign.



The school was founded in 1848 to educate white boys without fathers. It began admitting Black male students in 1968 after a federal lawsuit, 14 years after the Supreme Court decided Brown v. Board of Education, and girls in 1984. Before the event began, drum lines and a gospel choir warmed up the crowd of roughly 1,000 people, the largest Mr. Biden has addressed during the campaign so far.



Recently, Mr. Biden and Ms. Harris have been speaking directly to Black audiences at multiple events per week. This month, Ms. Harris hosted economic opportunity events for Black entrepreneurs in Detroit and Milwaukee. On May 19, Mr. Biden delivered the commencement address at Morehouse College, an all-male historically Black university in Atlanta, before speaking at the Detroit N.A.A.C.P.'s annual dinner, one of the organization's largest gatherings.



"We have delivered," Ms. Harris said on Wednesday, after listing policy victories on capping insulin prices, forgiving student debt and 
signing a bipartisan gun violence law
.



Black Democrats say the moves are critical to persuading disaffected Black voters that the Biden administration has improved their lives, even as many voters on the ground 
say they do not feel that way
.



Michael Nutter, a former Democratic mayor of Philadelphia, said the party had not fully explained to Black voters how its policies had helped them -- nor had it pushed back forcefully enough on Republicans' claims that Democrats had failed them.



"The numbers are the numbers, and by anyone's measure, things are better. But if you don't feel it, it kind of doesn't matter," he said, later adding: "I think that there is room for President Biden, for Vice President Harris, for Democrats to be a little less genteel and a little more smash-mouth."



Michael Gold
 contributed reporting from New York.
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House Ethics Panel Will Investigate Cuellar on Bribery Charges



The committee voted unanimously to scrutinize the Texas Democrat's conduct after his indictment this month on federal bribery and corruption charges.




Representative Henry Cuellar was indicted this month on federal charges that he participated in a yearslong, $600,000 bribery scheme involving Azerbaijan and a Mexican bank.




By Luke Broadwater


May 29, 2024


The House Ethics Committee has launched an investigation into Representative Henry Cuellar, Democrat of Texas, over allegations that he accepted bribes and committed misconduct in office, the panel said on Wednesday.



Mr. Cuellar was indicted this month on federal charges that he participated in a yearslong, $600,000 bribery scheme involving Azerbaijan and a Mexican bank. After a member is charged criminally, House rules require that the Ethics Committee decide whether Congress should also investigate the lawmaker's conduct.



The panel voted unanimously to establish a four-member investigative subcommittee to determine whether Mr. Cuellar "solicited or accepted bribes, gratuities or improper gifts; acted as a foreign agent; violated federal money laundering laws; misused his official position for private gain; and/or made false statements or omissions on public disclosure statements filed with the House."



Representative Michael Guest, Republican of Mississippi and the chairman of the ethics panel, will also lead the subcommittee scrutinizing Mr. Cuellar's conduct. Representative Glenn F. Ivey of Maryland will be the top Democrat.



The Ethics Committee has often chosen to halt its investigative work while federal prosecutors pursue a member of Congress, to avoid getting in the way of the Justice Department's work. But recently it has adopted a more aggressive stance.



After the panel released a scathing report digging into the conduct of George Santos, a serial fabulist who at the time was representing New York as a Republican, the House voted to expel him.



The Ethics Committee "is aware of the risks associated with dual investigations and is in communication with the Department of Justice to mitigate the potential risks while still meeting the committee's obligations to safeguard the integrity of the House," the panel said in a statement about Mr. Cuellar.



Federal prosecutors have accused Mr. Cuellar, 68, and his wife Imelda, 67, of bribery and money laundering in connection with their efforts on behalf of an oil and gas company owned by Azerbaijan's leaders, as well as an unnamed bank based in Mexico City. Mr. Cuellar is also accused of acting as an agent of a foreign entity while a U.S. government official.



A representative for Mr. Cuellar did not immediately respond to a request for comment on the Ethics Committee's investigation.



Mr. Cuellar has denied the charges in the federal indictment, refused to resign and vowed to run again and win re-election. A native of Laredo, Texas, he has served in the House since 2005 and amassed considerable power in his district and on Capitol Hill, where he has established a record as a center-leaning Democrat willing to break with his own party, including by being the lone Democratic opponent of abortion rights in the House.



On Tuesday night, Jay Furman, a retired Navy officer, won the Republican nomination to challenge Mr. Cuellar in November. The district has grown more competitive in recent years, and Mr. Furman has said 
he plans to highlight the corruption charges against Mr. Cuellar
 in the race.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/29/us/politics/house-ethics-panel-henry-cuellar-bribery-charges.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Weinstein May Face New Charges as More Accusers Emerge, Prosecutors Say



Harvey Weinstein, the disgraced producer, is already facing a retrial after his 2020 sex crimes conviction was overturned last month.




Harvey Weinstein appeared in court on Wednesday for the second time since his 2020 sex crimes conviction was overturned.




By Hurubie Meko and Maia Coleman


May 29, 2024


Manhattan prosecutors on Wednesday signaled that they might seek to indict Harvey Weinstein on new charges, saying they were vetting allegations from people who have accused him of sexual assault in recent years as they 
prepared to retry him
 after his 2020 sex crimes conviction was overturned.



Prosecutors did not say how many accusers they were interviewing or provide details of their allegations but said they were reviewing which of the accusations fell within the statute of limitations.



At the hearing on Wednesday in Criminal Court in Manhattan, Mr. Weinstein, 72, entered in a wheelchair, dressed in a dark suit and white shirt, holding a large tan book under his left arm.



It was the second hearing since Mr. Weinstein's 
conviction was overturned
 last month. In a 
4-to-3 decision
, the New York Court of Appeals agreed with Mr. Weinstein's lawyers that the trial judge who presided over his 2020 case had erred by allowing prosecutors to call several accusers as witnesses, even though their allegations had not led to charges.



Mr. Weinstein, a former Hollywood producer who was convicted of sex crimes against two women at that trial, had been serving a 23-year sentence. At a hearing earlier this month, Manhattan prosecutors said they planned to retry him.



On Wednesday, Justice Curtis Farber, who is presiding over the case now, said if prosecutors convene a grand jury to seek an indictment on new charges, the court and Mr. Weinstein's legal team must be given notice.



Mr. Weinstein's lawyer in New York, Arthur Aidala, was sitting next to him at the defense table on Wednesday. Last week, in 
a letter filed in Manhattan Supreme Court
, prosecutors accused Mr. Aidala of making public statements that were intended to intimidate and to attack the "credibility and character" of witnesses.



Mr. Aidala has publicly accused one of the 2020 case's witnesses, Miriam Haley, of lying to the jury at trial and said that he would diligently prepare to cross-examine her at a new trial if she "dares to come and show her face here," according to the letter. 



In court on Wednesday, Nicole Blumberg, an assistant district attorney, said that prosecutors are concerned that Mr. Aidala's statements could intimidate accusers -- some of whom were not ready to come forward in 2020, but may be ready now.



Mr. Aidala said he apologized if "I offended the court in any way." However, he defended his public statements, saying that he was standing up for his client who he said had been "beat" up in the media.



"I made some statements about a witness that testified in the last case that are accurate," he told Justice Farber, adding: "It's our position that lies were told in the last trial. I didn't say anything to intimidate anybody. I just say, 'Look, here's the truth.'"



Ms. Haley, a former TV production assistant, said at a news conference shortly after Mr. Weinstein's conviction was overturned that she would consider testifying again.



"I definitely don't actually want to go through that again, but for the sake of keeping going and doing the right thing and because it is what happened, I would consider it," she said.



In 2020, Mr. Weinstein was convicted of a criminal sexual act stemming from Ms. Haley's accusation that he forced oral sex on her in his Manhattan apartment in July 2006.



He was also convicted of raping Jessica Mann, an aspiring actress, in a New York hotel room in 2013.



Mr. Aidala has said that his team would object to any plans from prosecutors to call Ms. Mann at a retrial because they believe Mr. Weinstein has already served enough time to account for the sentence in her case.



Before setting the next hearing date, Justice Farber asked that both sides refrain from "pandering to the press" in the lead up to the new trial.



The case will not be tried in the "court of public opinion," he said.



But not long after the hearing, Mr. Aidala spoke to reporters outside the courthouse.



"It's the court of appeals who brought sanity back into the equation," he said.



Mr. Weinstein is still facing prison time in California, where he was convicted in 2020 of rape and sexual assault and sentenced to 16 years to be served after his New York sentence. Mr. Weinstein's lawyer in California, Jennifer Bonjean, has said that she 
plans to appeal
 Mr. Weinstein's conviction, and that she believes that the recent ruling in New York will help her chances of success, though several legal experts 
have cast doubt
 on that.



The next hearing in the New York case is scheduled for July 9.



Nate Schweber
 and 
Anusha Bayya
 contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/29/nyregion/harvey-weinstein-sexual-assault-accusations.html
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Sue Johnson, Psychologist Who Took a Scientific View of Love, Dies at 76



She believed the bond between adults was as sustaining as that between parent and child, and developed a therapy to strengthen and repair broken relationships.




Sue Johnson, founder of Emotionally Focused Therapy, was an English-born Canadian psychologist who believed in the value of emotional dependence in both romantic and parental relationships.




By Penelope Green


May 29, 2024


Sue Johnson, a British-born Canadian clinical psychologist and best-selling author who developed a novel method of couples therapy based on emotional attachment, challenging what had been the dominant behavioral approach -- the idea that behaviors are learned and thus can be changed -- died on April 23 in Victoria, British Columbia. She was 76.



Her death, in a hospital, was caused by a rare form of melanoma, said her husband, John Douglas.



When divorce rates rose in the 1970s, couples therapy blossomed. Drawing from traditional psychotherapy practices, therapists focused mostly on helping distressed couples communicate more effectively, delve into their upbringings and "negotiate and bargain," as Dr. Johnson put it, over divisive issues like parenting, sex and household chores.



In her own practice, however, she became frustrated at how her couples seemed to be stalling out.



"My couples didn't care about insight into their childhood relationships," she wrote in her book "Hold Me Tight: Seven Conversations for a Lifetime of Love" (2008), which has sold more than a million copies and been translated into 30 languages. "They didn't want to be reasonable and learn to negotiate. They certainly didn't want to be taught rules for fighting effectively. Love, it seemed, was all about nonnegotiables. You can't bargain for compassion, for connection. These are not intellectual reactions; they are emotional responses."



In conventional therapy that sought to modify behavior, emotions had long been dismissed as problematic in dealing with marital issues -- something to be tamed -- and dependence on a loved one was seen as a sign of dysfunction.



Dr. Johnson thought otherwise. She knew of the attachment studies of 
John Bowlby
, the British psychiatrist who studied children who had been traumatized by being orphaned or separated from their parents during World War II. Later researchers began to focus on adult attachments and noted how secure connections among couples helped them weather the inevitable storms of relationships.




Dr. Johnson's 2008 book has sold more than million copies and been translated into 30 languages. 




Dr. Johnson began to see a couple's mutual emotional dependence not as a weakness but as a strength, and thus developed techniques to help couples enhance those bonds. While working toward a Ph.D. at the University of British Columbia, she videotaped her therapy sessions and analyzed couples' behaviors, from which she shaped a model of treatment with the help of her thesis adviser, Leslie Greenberg. They called it Emotionally Focused Therapy, or E.F.T.



They then tested their method by giving some couples behavioral therapy, some E.F.T., and others no therapy at all. The couples who had undergone E.F.T. fared the best: They fought less, felt closer to each other, and "their overall satisfaction with their relationships soared," Dr. Johnson wrote.



She honed her method using the paradigm of attachment theory, which notes that pair bonding -- the term for selective associations between two individuals of the same species -- is a survival technique developed over millions of years of evolution. Her thesis was a scientific view of love.



But when she published her work, colleagues cried foul. They argued, she wrote, that "healthy adults are self-sufficient. Only dysfunctional people need or depend on others. We had names for these people: they were enmeshed, codependent, merged, fused. In other words, they were messed up."



Decades of E.F.T. studies proved her colleagues wrong, she said. Nearly 75 percent of couples who went through the therapy, she wrote, reported being happier in their relationships, even those at high risk for divorce. E.F.T. has been recognized by the American Psychological Association as an evidence-based approach and is now taught in graduate schools and internship programs.



"By focusing on creating the security of the attachment between couples," said Dr. John Gottman, co-founder of the 
Gottman Institute
 in Seattle, which seeks to strengthen relationships, "Sue focused on the idea of trust, and how couples can build trust with one another in the moment, and it changed everything in the field of couples therapy."



Dr. Julie Gottman, his wife and co-founder, added, "In some ways we all remain children, and when we reach out for a lifelong love with our partners, we really have to know we're fully accepted and embraced in the same way a parent embraces a child, and with that kind of acceptance people can really blossom."




Dr. Johnson wrote other books based on E.F.T., including "Love Sense" (2013), which contended that love and close connections are the basis of mental health and improve physical health as well.




Studies have shown that consistent emotional support and strong partner bonds lower blood pressure, strengthen the immune system and reduce the death rate from cancer and the incidence of heart disease.



"In terms of mental health," Dr. Johnson wrote in "
Love Sense: The Revolutionary New Science of Romantic Relationships
" (2013), "close connection is the strongest predictor of happiness, much more than making masses of money or winning the lottery. It also significantly lessens susceptibility to anxiety and makes us more resilient against stress and trauma."



In 2007, Dr. Johnson set out to show how E.F.T. affected the brain. She worked with 
Dr. James Coan
, a neuroscientist at the University of Virginia, who had shown, by scanning areas of the brain that register fear, how hand-holding would relieve stress in couples.



First, Dr. Johnson recruited heterosexual couples who reported being unhappy in their relationships. Researchers then subjected the women to electric shocks while their partners held their hands. For these couples, the hand-holding had no effect. Then, Dr. Johnson treated the same couples with a course of E.F.T. -- about 20 sessions -- and repeated the test. On the second try, the area of the women's brains that would respond to threats stayed quiet.



"It was amazing, because this is what Sue had predicted as far back in 1989 without knowing anything about the brain," Dr. Coan said. "She was a model for doggedly subjecting her therapeutic intuitions to scientific testing. You have to be a scholar of clinical psychology to understand how rare this is."



"Love is a basic survival code," Dr. Johnson wrote in "Love Sense." 




Dr. Johnson in about 1990. Since then, she had been the director of the International Center for Excellence in Emotionally Focused Therapy, which has taught E.F.T. to therapists worldwide.




Susan Maureen Driver was born on Dec. 19, 1947, in Gillingham, England, the only child of Arthur and Winifred Driver. The Drivers ran a pub called the Royal Marine, and Sue grew up in its boisterous environment. "I spent a lot of time watching people meeting, talking, drinking, brawling, dancing, flirting," she wrote. Her parents' relationship was chaotic and contentious, and they divorced when she was 10.



She earned a degree in English literature at the University of Hull in East Yorkshire before moving to Canada, where she earned a master's degree in literature and history at the University of British Columbia and worked as a counselor at a residential center for troubled teenagers. After beginning training as a therapist, she enrolled in a doctoral program in psychology and earned her Ph.D. in 1984. Her dissertation was about her work with E.F.T., and she was hired by University of Ottawa to teach in its department of psychology.



Dr. Johnson was married briefly in the 1970s and kept her first husband's surname. She met Mr. Douglas, who was managing an engineering firm, in 1987, and they married a year later. In addition to Mr. Douglas, she is survived by their children, Sarah Nakatsuka and Tim and Emma Douglas.



In 1998, with Mr. Douglas and others, Dr. Johnson co-founded the 
International Center for Excellence in Emotionally Focused Therapy
. It trains and certifies therapists around the world in E.F.T. and conducts clinical in the method. Both the Canadian and American military have offered E.F.T. programs to service members, and E.F.T. has been used to reduce stress among couples coping with a partner's heart disease, diabetes or Parkinson's disease.



"Underneath all the distress," Dr. Johnson said, "partners are asking each other: Can I count on you? Are you there for me?"
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Quote of the Day: It's Tradition in England: 8-Pound Wheels of Glory


May 30, 2024


"I've got a gash on the knee, but that is a small price to pay."



DYLAN TWISS
, a 25-year-old from Perth, Australia, on the cheese-chasing contest, a tradition in southwestern England that draws competitors and spectators from around the world. Mr. Twiss won one of the races, and was awarded a large wheel of Double Gloucester.
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Corrections: May 30, 2024



Corrections that appeared in print on Thursday, May 30, 2024.


May 30, 2024


INTERNATIONAL



An 
article
 on Monday about criticism of plans to turn a waterfront park in Toronto into a spa misstated the location of a garage planned as part of the development. The garage is proposed for the mainland, not on West Island.



An 
article
 on Wednesday about Pope Francis' apology for using an offensive slang word to refer to gay men referred incorrectly to his decision to allow priests to bless same-sex couples. The pope permitted priests to bless the couples, not same-sex unions.



SCIENCE TIMES



An 
article
 on Tuesday about the Lord Howe Island stick insect misstated the year that a San Diego Zoo official picked up stick insect eggs in Melbourne. It was in 2016, not 2015.



OBITUARIES



An 
obituary
 on Tuesday about the basketball star and broadcaster Bill Walton misstated the impact that repeated injuries had on his playing time as a professional. He never played in more than 65 games in a season during his years with the Portland Trail Blazers as a result of injuries. It was not the case that he never played in more than 70 games as a professional. (He played in 80 games for the Boston Celtics during the 1985-86 season.)



Because of an editing error, an 
obituary
 on Monday about the songwriter Richard M. Sherman referred incorrectly to the four live-action films, including "Tom Sawyer" and "The Slipper and the Rose," for which he and his brother, Robert, wrote the screenplays as well as the songs. They were not produced by the Walt Disney Company.



Errors are corrected during the press run whenever possible, so some errors noted here may not have appeared in all editions.



To contact the newsroom regarding correction requests, please email 
nytnews@nytimes.com
. To share feedback, please visit 
nytimes.com/readerfeedback
.



Comments on opinion articles may be emailed to 
letters@nytimes.com
.



For newspaper delivery questions: 1-800-NYTIMES (1-800-698-4637) or email 
customercare@nytimes.com
.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/29/pageoneplus/corrections-may-30-2024.html
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Its Future in Doubt, the Freewheeling 'Inside the NBA' Is on Edge Instead



Next season could be the last for TNT's influential and beloved studio show, and Charles Barkley, for one, will not be going quietly.




The candor of Charles Barkley, with Nikola Jokic, drives the popularity of "Inside the NBA."




By Tania Ganguli


May 28, 2024


The future of "Inside the NBA" was already a sensitive topic when Charles Barkley stepped into an elevator in Minneapolis after Game 3 of the Western Conference finals late Friday night. Barkley's on-air candor as an analyst is a key reason that the studio show has become so influential and beloved among basketball fans and around the league.



But these are tense times for the show and those who work on it. Warner Bros. Discovery has not secured the rights to continue broadcasting N.B.A. games on TNT beyond next season. Without those, the long-term future of "Inside the N.B.A." is uncertain. So when Barkley, who had already batted away several attempts by security and public relations officials to prevent him from doing an interview, ushered me into an elevator filled with his co-workers, not everyone was happy.



Kenny Smith, Barkley's 
on-screen foil
, voiced his irritation. But Barkley, as he has done throughout his decades in the public eye, made clear that he wouldn't be muzzled.



"Hey man, I can talk to who I want to," Barkley said to Smith, using an expletive. Others in the elevator shifted uncomfortably.



"You should do that out there," Smith said, suggesting the interview be done outside the elevator.



Barkley turned to me: "Don't worry about him."



"She should clear it through Turner," Smith said. "She should do it the right way."



Why was it so important for him to talk, I asked Barkley, even if others around him didn't want him to? He nodded to the impact the uncertainty has on staff members who work on the show. And not just the well-known, on-air personalities: Barkley, Smith, Shaquille O'Neal and the host, Ernie Johnson.



"It's people's lives," Barkley said. "Not my life. Not Ernie's life. Not Kenny's life. Not Shaq's life. But all the people who work here. We probably have 100 people who do work on the show. So they're, like, real people. I've seen their kids born, graduate high school, graduate college."



"Inside the NBA" began when Turner Sports acquired the rights to broadcast N.B.A. games in 1989. Johnson became the host in 1990, and Smith joined him in 1998. The arrival of Barkley, and his unfiltered opinions, in 2000 firmly established the show as appointment TV for basketball fans and an integral piece of the league's culture. O'Neal joined the broadcast in 2011, and the group's irreverent and astute basketball analysis, unfettered by concerns about access or egos, has endeared it to viewers and critics. Now this mainstay of N.B.A. coverage may be endangered -- at least in its current format.




Kenny Smith has been with the show since 1998.




Warner Bros. Discovery did not reach a deal with the N.B.A. during their exclusive negotiating window, leading to reports that it might lose the rights. David Zaslav, Warner's chief executive, has said the company 
had the right to match any offer.
 When asked by TMZ on Thursday about the possibility of losing the show, N.B.A. 
Commissioner Adam Silver said
, "We're all still talking. Who knows how it's going to work out?"



The jittery feeling surrounding the negotiations is in sharp contrast to the freewheeling style that has made "Inside the NBA" so popular.



Early in his tenure, Barkley colorfully stated that he would kiss Smith's rear end if the Houston Rockets' Yao Ming, who was then a relatively unproven 7-foot-6 center from China, scored 19 points in a certain game. On another show, to collect on the bet, 
Smith brought out a donkey for Barkley to kiss
.



In 2018, players from the Houston Rockets, including the former Los Angeles Clippers guard Chris Paul, tried to approach the Clippers locker room after a tense game. The sideline reporter, Ros Gold-Onwude, said there was a police presence at the arena to make sure the incident didn't escalate. By the end of her report, O'Neal and Barkley 
were laughing uncontrollably
, while Smith and Johnson tried to calm them.



When he caught his breath, O'Neal imitated an imagined 911 call: "Hello, police? Chris Paul's trying to beat me up."



Barkley countered by referencing a Clippers player: "Hey, this is Blake Griffin. Chris Paul is trying to get into the locker room! Get down here and save me!"



The people working behind the scenes create cheeky graphics that often punctuate the on-air banter. Other times, writers' and producers' ideas became indelible parts of the show. The show is known around the league as a place where employees feel embraced by a family-like atmosphere.



"Inside the NBA" tackles serious issues, too. In 2014, for instance, after a white police officer who killed a Black teenager, Michael Brown, in Ferguson, Mo., was not indicted, the show opened with 
a frank discussion about the situation
.



And its influence among players is unquestioned. Dereck Lively, a rookie with the Dallas Mavericks, 
appeared on a segment this month
 because a player from the Oklahoma City Thunder had chased him all around the court like they were playing a game of tag. Lively's friends excitedly sent him the video.



"There's not a lot of people who get to be in those moments," he said.



A few days later, Lively's teammate Daniel Gafford was a postgame guest on the show's in-arena set. During the game he had roared and thumped his chest. On the "Inside the NBA" set, he smiled bashfully, even when Barkley called him by the wrong name.



"Excited to be on here with y'all," Gafford said. "It's a great honor."



Barkley told Gafford that there were times during his own illustrious N.B.A. career when he would cry, wondering if he was actually any good at basketball. He asked Gafford if he had ever wondered that about himself. Gafford said he had.



If the show goes away, Lively said, the league would lose "one of the lighthearted but also one of the places where people aren't afraid to say what they want to say. All those four guys, everybody has a lot of respect for those four guys. Whenever they talk, people listen."



He added: "To lose that connection, it's going to hurt the league."



When the Timberwolves beat the Denver Nuggets to make it to the conference finals, Barkley told the Timberwolves guard Anthony Edwards he hadn't been to Minnesota in decades. Edwards replied, "Bring ya ass," creating a 
civic rallying cry
 for everyone from the local symphony orchestra to the governor of Minnesota.



"Inside the NBA" is typically filmed in a studio in Atlanta, but the show was on site at the Target Center for the Western Conference Finals between the Minnesota Timberwolves and the Dallas Mavericks.



As fans filtered into the arena in Minneapolis on Friday night, many found the set and waited for the stars to arrive. They held jerseys and signs just as they would for an N.B.A. team.



Karen Steele, 51, held up a hand-drawn sign that said "We love Charles." Her sister had bet her $50 she couldn't get a photo with Barkley, so she was there to try.



"He's real," Steele said. When Edwards made his comment, "some people might not have responded well. He responded great. Our city loves him. He was an incredible basketball player. He's fun to watch."



Perhaps not surprisingly, Barkley has been the most vocal about the future of the show.



Earlier this month, 
Barkley said
 he had a clause in his contract that allowed him to leave if TNT lost the N.B.A.



On a more recent appearance on "The Dan Patrick Show," Barkley excoriated Warner Bros. Discovery's management. He never mentioned Zaslav, the chief executive, by name, but called the company's leaders "clowns."



"When we merged, that's the first thing our boss said: 'We don't need the N.B.A.,'" Barkley said. "Well, he don't need it. But the rest of the people, me, Kenny, Shaq and Ernie and the people who work there, we need it."



The other "Inside the NBA" stars have been quieter.



Before the pregame show on Friday, O'Neal sat courtside and chatted with passers-by. Asked for an interview, he grinned and said, "We aren't allowed to talk ever since Chuck's outburst." He might have been joking, though a public relations official with TNT said later that the cast had not been asked not to speak.



Approached for an interview, Johnson pointed me to the public relations team. TNT had declined to arrange interviews with its talent for this article. After the game, Johnson interrupted the interview with Barkley as he left the elevator to castigate me for approaching him without permission from the company.



Because TNT does not broadcast the N.B.A. finals, the show's season will end after the Western Conference finals. Game 4 is Tuesday night, with Dallas holding a 3-0 lead in the best-of-seven series. "Inside the NBA" will return next season, but whether that will be its last remains to be seen.



"I love my job," Barkley said. "Been working with these people for 24 years, we have a lot of fun together. And we're hoping it continues. We're hoping, but we have no control over it."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/28/business/inside-the-nba-tnt-barkley.html
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The Projectionist



Which Cannes Films Might Become Oscar Contenders?



Films backed by the studio Neon have won Cannes and gone on to Oscar nominations regularly in the last few years. That's one reason to keep an eye on "Anora."




Mikey Madison in a scene from Sean Baker's "Anora." She plays a sex worker who marries a Russian oligarch.




By Kyle Buchanan


May 29, 2024


Last year's Cannes Film Festival was practically a one-stop shop for Oscar voters, premiering three major films -- "Anatomy of a Fall," "The Zone of Interest" and "Killers of the Flower Moon" -- that would go on to be nominated for best picture.



Does this year's crop of Cannes movies have the same juice?



At the 77th edition of the festival, which concluded Saturday, 
Sean Baker's "Anora"
 was named the winner of the prestigious Palme d'Or. Three of the last four Palme winners went on to receive a best-picture nomination -- "Anatomy of a Fall," "Triangle of Sadness" and "Parasite" -- and all of them, like "Anora," were distributed by the studio Neon. That's an astonishing streak that positions "Anora" in the best way possible, lending a veneer of prestige to Baker's raucous comedy about a Brooklyn stripper who marries into Russian wealth.



In 2018, Baker's "
The Florida Project
" came awfully close to a best-picture nomination. If voters are more amenable to his indie sensibility this time around, expect robust campaigns for the lead Mikey Madison and for Baker's script and direction. More of a long shot but equally worthy is supporting actor Mark Eydelshteyn as the live-wire heir our title character weds: Though Oscar voters rarely reward young men, this kid's a total find, like a Russian Timothee Chalamet.




Zoe Saldana shared the best actress award at Cannes with three other female co-stars of "Emilia Perez," which is so much more than a musical.




In a surprise move, the Cannes jury split the best actress award four ways, honoring the main female cast of 
the talked-about musical "Emilia Perez."
 That means the ensemble member Selena Gomez now has a Cannes trophy that has eluded the likes of Marion Cotillard, though I suspect more fruitful Oscar campaigns would be waged on behalf of the leading lady Zoe Saldana, who's never had a more robust role, and especially Karla Sofia Gascon, who could become the first trans actress to be nominated for an Oscar. (The fourth winner was Adriana Paz.)



Netflix has picked up "Emilia Perez" and will certainly give it a significant awards push, though the streamer's stewardship could have drawbacks. It's true that this is a hard-to-classify film -- equal parts crime drama, trans empowerment narrative and full-blown movie musical -- which would have made it a difficult theatrical sell. But some of its more outrageous moments are certain to be memed and mocked as soon as it makes its streaming debut, which could hobble the film's reputation.



The best actor award at Cannes went to 
Jesse Plemons in "Kinds of Kindness,"
 who adds invaluable humanity to the cracked Yorgos Lanthimos film, though its anthology nature -- Plemons plays different roles in each of the movie's three stories -- makes "Kinds of Kindness" an unlikely Oscar prospect. And though the talked-about horror film "The Substance" won a screenplay trophy at Cannes, it's a lot more likely to score awards attention for Demi Moore's lead performance as an actress driven to extreme lengths as she ages.




Jesse Plemons, who won the best actor award for the Yorgos Lanthimos anthology "Kinds of Kindness." Emma Stone is beside him.




Two films that failed to win a prize or a distributor at Cannes are nevertheless hoping to mount a comeback bid this awards season. The 
Donald Trump biopic "The Apprentice"
 features Jeremy Strong as Roy Cohn in a juicy supporting performance that a studio could push if it were willing to deal with the former president's 
legal threats
 against the film. And though there will be critics and Oscar voters who admire the big swing of 
Francis Ford Coppola's self-financed "Megalopolis,"
 I don't expect much traction for it outside of categories like costumes and production design.



"Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga,"
 which debuted out of competition in Cannes and opened weakly in theaters on Friday, is another likely tech player: It ought to score many of the same below-the-line nominations that its predecessor, "Mad Max: Fury Road," got in 2016, though picture and director nods aren't going to happen this time.



Cannes often premieres many of the eventual international-film nominees, but this year's biggest contender comes with a few caveats. There is no way Iran would select Mohammad Rasoulof's "The Seed of the Sacred Fig" as its official submission for the Oscar, since Rasoulof 
fled Iran to avoid an eight-year prison sentence
 for making movies that criticize that country's authoritarian government.



Neon knows how to navigate an Oscar bid for a film that won't be submitted for best international feature -- when France snubbed "Anatomy of a Fall" last year, Neon was undeterred -- though it would have helped if "Sacred Fig" had taken the Palme. But this is still a very accessible film for voters who will be moved by Rasoulof's own story.
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Soccer Was Out, So He Became a Novelist Instead



Chigozie Obioma, the fifth of 12 children in a Nigerian family, dreamed of following in Maradona's footsteps. Bouts of malaria drove him to books -- and changed his life.




Listening to his parents tell stories, Obioma said, he developed a love for books and a determination to be a writer: "I am living my dream, which felt insane at the time."




By Wadzanai Mhute


May 27, 2024


Chigozie Obioma has made a career of writing, and a very successful one: He has published two novels, both Booker Prize finalists, and has earned about a dozen other awards.



But writing was his second choice, he said. His first dream was to play soccer.



Obioma was born the fifth of 12 children to Igbo parents in the southwestern Nigerian city of Akure. After watching the Argentine star Diego Maradona in the 1990 World Cup and determined to follow his hero's path, he began to practice near a mosquito-laden swamp.



That led to several bouts of malaria, he said, and long bedridden recovery periods, with his parents telling him stories -- some from local folklore, others from books like "The Palm-Wine Drinkard" by Amos Tutuola.



"I began to develop a love for writing," he said. "When the landscape of my imagination opened up, I realized the thing I wanted the most was to write."



From that moment, Obioma never wavered in his quest to become a writer, even as his classmates aspired to more predictable careers in law, engineering and medicine.



"Not even one of those people became what they always said they wanted to be, but I somehow became that odd thing," he said over goat pepper soup at Dept of Culture, a Nigerian restaurant in Brooklyn. "I am also very grateful, because I am living my dream, which felt insane at the time."



His next book, "The Road to the Country," about a young man who fights in the Nigerian civil war on the side of Biafra, a region in the southeast that seceded but was ultimately vanquished, will be published on June 4 by Hogarth Press.



Growing up in a large family was not always comfortable for Obioma, who was more reserved than his siblings. But once he moved to Northern Cyprus to attend a university, he realized how fortunate he was to have had a close family. His debut novel, "The Fishermen," in 2015, developed from that realization; it's a story about four brothers in Nigeria whose lives unravel after a prophecy from a madman.








"I fell in love with the 'The Fishermen' manuscript when I first read it on a tube train in London," said Elena Lappin, an editor who worked with Obioma at One, an imprint of Pushkin Press, in London. "I missed several stops because I was instantly transported to the family home in the village in Nigeria. The bond between the boys, and the tension in their loving but complex relationships become immediately palpable."



Obioma's writing process always begins with character. The psychological evolution of his characters, their transformation, is enthralling, he said; plot is an afterthought and a function of character. After ruminating for months on different character situations, he starts typing the story.



Obioma's second novel, "An Orchestra of Minorities," published in 2019, was inspired by Homer's "Odyssey." It follows Chinonso, a farmer who leaves Nigeria to study at a university in Northern Cyprus to pursue a better life for the woman he loves. The story is dedicated to a friend, a fellow student from Nigeria whose background is similar to the character's and who died in an accident in Cyprus. The narrative transports the reader through cultures and spiritual realms.



His latest novel, "The Road to the Country," also delves into a mythical realm and is inspired by true events, in this case the conflict that erupted in July 1967 between the northern and western tribes of Nigeria and the Igbo ethnic group that wanted to secede and form the nation of Biafra.



The novel, edited by Ailah Ahmed and David Ebershoff, centers on a half Igbo, half Yoruba university student living in Lagos, Nigeria, who travels to Biafra in search of his brother. The student, Kunle, hitches a ride with the Red Cross but when he leaves the group, he is captured and recruited as a soldier for Biafra.




The blend of realism with mysticism and folklore that has become Obioma's signature makes for "magnetic storytelling," said David Ebershoff, one of the editors who worked on his third book.




Obioma began writing the book when he moved to the United States for his master of fine arts at the University of Michigan, in 2012. He researched the war through books and documents provided by the International Red Cross, which transported food and medication into Biafra as it was under a blockade.



He wanted the novel to describe the realities faced by fighters on the battlefield and civilians whose lives were irrevocably changed, so he needed the voices of people who lived through the war. That would not prove easy, Obioma said; his questions were met with reluctance and silence from family and friends.



During a 2017 visit to Nigeria, Obioma's father told his best friend, the family tailor, that his son was writing about the war. The man revealed that he had been a commander for the Biafran army, which he had never mentioned in 30 years of friendship. Obioma credits him for crucial details in the book, including much of Kunle's characterization.



"I know it's a cliche that people don't talk about wars, especially those who fought in them, but Biafra is notorious because of the scale," he said; an estimated one to three million people died during the war, "mostly due to very cruel starvation."



When Obioma told his mother about the book, she said that the story of a war cannot be fully told just by the living; it must also be told by the dead. So the novel includes depictions of injuries and death as well as a scene in a purgatory-like land where the dead recount their stories, which was Obioma's way of honoring them.



Blending immersive realism with elements of mysticism and folklore has become Obioma's signature style, said Ebershoff, one of the new book's editors; this is most fully realized in "The Road to the Country."



"It's magnetic storytelling," Ebershoff said, "and makes Chigozie an original."



Obioma, a father of two, has also taught creative writing for years. In the fall, he will move to the University of Georgia, where he will be the Helen S. Lanier Distinguished Professor of English. .



After the success of "The Fishermen," Obioma was inundated with requests for advice from writers around the world. He found that the one-on-one sessions were taking up most of his time and affecting his own work. To continue assisting young writers, he co-founded the Oxbelly Writers Retreat, a free eight-day program in Greece during the summer. This year Imbolo Mbue, a Cameroonian-born novelist, will be one of the instructors.



"I'm just so proud of him for being who he is as a writer -- original, unapologetic, honest," Mbue said. "I was blown away by his debut novel, awed by his second one, and this one, well, it's Chigozie Obioma taking things to another level."
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Bill Walton's Long, Special Relationship With the Grateful Dead



"It wasn't like he was a fan," the drummer Mickey Hart said. "He was part of our family."




Bill Walton wrote in his 2016 memoir that he had attended 869 Grateful Dead concerts to date.




By Marc Tracy


May 28, 2024


Bill Walton played 604 basketball games in college and the N.B.A. over the course of his Hall of Fame career. But Walton, who 
died Monday from cancer at 71
, wrote in a 2016 autobiography that he had attended more than 869 concerts by his most beloved musical act, the Grateful Dead.



"He loved the Grateful Dead I believe as much as we in the Grateful Dead have loved the Grateful Dead," Mickey Hart, one of the band's two drummers and a good friend of Walton's, said in an interview.



"It wasn't like he was a fan," added Hart, who is currently performing a residency with a successor act, Dead & Company, at the Sphere in Las Vegas. "He was part of our family."



Walton grew up in San Diego and first became famous for his basketball skills at U.C.L.A., where he won two national titles under the legendary coach John Wooden. Over a professional career attenuated by injuries, he earned a Most Valuable Player Award and championship titles with the Portland Trail Blazers and the Boston Celtics.




Walton and the Grateful Dead drummer Mickey Hart at a 2011 N.B.A. game in Sacramento. 




He stayed famous, including as a prolific television commentator, thanks to a winningly oddball style and crunchy interests, like cycling and left-leaning politics. And his personality seemed perfectly suited for -- and summarized by -- his lifelong love of his fellow California institution, the Grateful Dead.



In his autobiography, "Back From the Dead," Walton proclaimed himself a "proud Dead Head" and described Dead concerts -- 
unique and improvisational
 -- as "a gathering of the tribe in celebration," adding, "It's what I live for." (Most of his book's chapter titles and epigraphs are Dead lyrics, including "Shadowboxing the Apocalypse," "Feel Like a Stranger" and "Once in a While You Get Shown the Light, in the Strangest of Places If You Look at It Right.")



"If you asked him about his relationship with the Dead, it would be this flow of admiration, feeling that he was in touch with something larger than just himself," Dennis McNally, the band's biographer and former spokesman, said in an interview. "Which has to be pretty big, to be bigger than Bill."



Walton attended his first Dead show in 1971, before starting at U.C.L.A. At a 1976 concert in Portland, Ore., the band and its crew spotted Walton -- a center who was listed as 6-foot-11 -- standing near the front of the house, and invited him to sit onstage rather than block so many sightlines. At a break in the set, he went up and befriended the band.




"He knew the music inside-out," said Hart, who remembered that Walton's favorite Dead song was "Fire on the Mountain."




In subsequent years, Walton traveled with the Dead when the band performed at the pyramids in Egypt, drummed onstage with Hart and fellow percussionist Bill Kreutzmann, and appeared at a Dead & Company concert as Father Time as the clock struck midnight on New Year's Eve in 2019. (Walton was also a fan of other musicians, including Bob Dylan, Neil Young and Phish.)



After Walton joined the Celtics before the 1985-86 season, Larry Bird, the Celtics star, 
organized
 a team outing to a Dead show in Worcester, Mass., as part of welcoming the new guy. Years later, Walton was inducted into the Grateful Dead Hall of Honor -- "my highest honor," he 
told
 Relix Magazine.



"He knew the music inside-out," said Hart, who remembered that Walton's favorite Dead song was 
"Fire on the Mountain."



Walton also seemed to perceive other pursuits in terms of the Dead -- above all, playing basketball.



"The music and the basketball were the exact same thing," he wrote. "You have a team with a goal, and a band with a song, and fans cheering because they're happy, but also to make the players perform better, faster, and to take everybody further."



He continued: "During the game, during the song, everybody goes off, each in their own direction, playing their own tune. But then with the greatness of a team, the greatness of a leader, and the willingness to play to a higher calling, they're all able to come back and finish the job together -- to win the game and send the people out into the night ecstatic, clamoring for more."
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No Sophomore Slump for 'We Are Lady Parts'



The comedy about a Muslim punk band returns for a raucous encore.




"We Are Lady Parts" returns for a second season, premiering Thursday on Peacock.




By James Poniewozik


May 29, 2024


For the early punks, many of them white British blokes, their music was about declaring themselves outside the larger society. The 
Sex Pistols
 dreamed of "anarchy for the U.K." The Clash howled for "a riot of my own." To be punk was to give offense, to make one's self unpalatable, to choose to stand apart.



But what is punk when your society has already made you an outsider? This is the musical question that the raucous, cheeky comedy "We Are Lady Parts," returning Thursday for its second season on Peacock, seeks to answer.



The first season, back in 2021, introduced Lady Parts, a punk band of Muslim women in London: Saira (Sarah Kameela Impey), the caustic lead singer; Ayesha (Juliette Motamed), the fearsome drummer; and Bisma (Faith Omole), the earth-motherly bassist. Together with their manager, Momtaz (Lucie Shorthouse), a savvy Malcolm McLaren in a 
niqab
, they recruit a reluctant lead guitarist, Amina (Anjana Vasan).



Amina is no one's idea of a rock star, least of all her own. She is an introverted microbiologist who 
worships Don McLean
, with a severe case of stage fright that causes her to heave her guts while performing -- and not in a defiant, 
Iggy Pop
 way. (Vasan gives Amina an engaging nerd-hero energy, similar to Quinta Brunson in "Abbott Elementary.")



Over the six-episode season, Amina finds that Lady Parts gives her a way of defining herself rather than being defined, whether by the conservative suitors who tell her "Music is haram" or by her free-spirited mother (Shobu Kapoor), who wishes Amina would wait to seek a husband.



The root conflicts of "We Are Lady Parts" are familiar rock-band woes -- having no money, having no gigs, being judged by family and by hipsters. This is where making the series about Muslim women rockers accomplishes more than representational box-ticking: It makes an old story new and nuanced.



For Amina and the rest of the band, rebellion is complicated. It means being Muslim women musicians, with equal stress on both adjectives. (The name Lady Parts itself feels like an answer to the 
anatomical name
 of the Pistols.) It means owning their sexuality and spirituality, seizing the right to define what being Muslim means to them and affirming their Muslim identity, as reflected in their sly, effectively catchy songs (co-written by the show's creator, 
Nida Manzoor
).



"Voldemort Under My Headscarf"
 embraces the traditional garb as a badass statement as defiant as any '70s punk's safety pin. ("I'm sorry if I scare you/ I scare myself too.") 
"Bashir With the Good Beard"
 addresses a certain kind of haughty, elusive boyfriend. ("Are my clothes too tight?/ Do I laugh too much?")



The series has some resonance with the recently ended 
"Reservation Dogs,"
 though its sense of humor is more rowdy and brash. It, too, is a story about young people asserting their individuality while affirming their community rather than rejecting it. The first season's climax, in fact, involves the band being mischaracterized by an article profile that labels them "Bad Girls of Islam."



Season 2 finds Lady Parts in the flush of minor success. (The show also shows signs of having hit the big time, attracting guest stars including 
Malala Yousafzai.
)



The band has finished a camper-van tour of England and is planning an album. Their fan base now includes not just Muslim kids, but Muslim kids' parents, as well as middle-aged white people, whose cringey praise recalls the garden party guests from "Get Out." Amina has mastered her stage fright and -- with occasional wobbles -- is embracing her confident "villain era."




The new season finds Amina (Anjana Vasan) over her stage fright and more confident.




The show's sophomore outing is as brassy as the first, but adds layers of theme and character. Early on, the band discovers it has competition in a younger Muslim band, Second Wife. ("That's good," Ayesha grudgingly acknowledges of the name.) Rather than set up a battle of the bands, "We Are Lady Parts" puts a twist on the "There can only be one" mentality that pits underrepresented artists against each other.



As the band progresses, and Amina grows into her romantic confidence, the season plays with the way a kind of fetishizing adoration can be as toxic as rejection, both artistically and personally. Being stared at because of your head scarf, in post-Brexit Britain, is alienating, but so is being asked to keep your head scarf on to protect your Muslim-punk brand.



Over six episodes, the season fleshes out its supporting characters, wrestling with who they are and what they want to say. Bisma, who is married and has an adolescent daughter, starts to feel typecast as the group's maternal figure. ("I am Mommy Spice. I am Wholesome, Boring Spice.") Ayesha is dating a woman but is reluctant to come out to her parents, which makes her worry that she's letting down her gay fans. Saira, the most old-school-punk of the group, itches to branch out from "funny Muslim songs" and write more pointedly political material, but that risks hurting the band commercially.



It's hard not to see this last story as a meta-comment, intentional or not, on what the series itself can get away with saying, on a major media platform, with these characters. There is reference, for instance, to Saira wanting to speak out on how Muslims are being persecuted around the world, but less reference to any specific conflict, be it in Gaza or elsewhere.



One striking scene makes this sense of invisible boundaries literal, as Saira struggles to put her politics into song form. She runs through a verse: "It's like death and the maiden / Dancing with my corporation / I won't mention the w--" The what? The world? The war? We never hear. Her mouth is pixelated as she tries to finish the line, over and over; she strains and screams but the word won't come out. Whether "Lady Parts" chooses not to complete her lyric or can't, the image of asphyxiating silence is potent. (The episode closes with a song by the Palestinian singer Rasha Nahas.)



Of course, getting silenced by the industry is another perennial tale of rock 'n' roll, among other vocations. As in Season 1's getting-the-band-together arc, the challenges of making it are superficially familiar from other music stories: What is selling out? How do you distinguish growth from compromise? Can you make it big without abandoning any of your mates?



But the execution and the details are captivatingly specific. What works about "We Are Lady Parts" is what works about great punk. You can still fashion something new out of the same old three chords. You just need a distinctive voice.
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Audra McDonald to Star in 'Gypsy' Revival on Broadway This Fall



The six-time Tony-winning actress will play musical theater's most famous stage mother in a production directed by George C. Wolfe.




In an interview, Audra McDonald called Rose, the role she plans to take on in "Gypsy," a "deeply flawed and brilliantly alive character."




By Michael Paulson


May 29, 2024


Audra McDonald has been dreaming of "Gypsy" since she was a 10-year-old in Fresno, Calif., with a small part in a dinner theater production of the musical. She played one of the children in a vaudeville act called "Uncle Jocko's Kiddie Show," and ever since, she said, "Gypsy" has remained "very much alive in my brain."



McDonald, who has won more competitive Tony Awards than any other performer in history, has for years been thinking about the show's main character, a domineering stage mother named Rose. She has even sung from the musical's score at some of her concerts.



Now, McDonald, 53, will play Rose in a Broadway revival of "Gypsy" opening later this year.



"It's one of the great roles in musical theater, and I've always thought maybe some day I could try it," McDonald said in an interview. "It scares me to death, but I certainly feel old enough now, and having experienced motherhood, perhaps I have what is needed to dive in and explore her and all that she is."



The production, directed by George C. Wolfe and choreographed by Camille A. Brown, is to begin previews on Nov. 21 and open Dec. 19 at the Majestic Theater, which has been under renovation since 
last year's closing
 of "The Phantom of the Opera." (That show ran there for 35 years.)



"Gypsy," first staged on Broadway in 1959, is inspired by the memoir of Gypsy Rose Lee, a stripper who reflects on her relationship with her mother. The musical's Rose is ravenously hungry for fame for her daughters, or maybe for herself. The role was originated by 
Ethel Merman
, and has since been played on Broadway by 
Angela Lansbury
, 
Tyne Daly
, Linda Lavin, 
Bernadette Peters
 and 
Patti LuPone
, on film by 
Rosalind Russell
 and on television by 
Bette Midler
.



McDonald said she sees "Gypsy," which features music by Jule Styne, lyrics by Stephen Sondheim and a book by Arthur Laurents, as "a perfect musical" and called Rose a "deeply flawed and brilliantly alive character." She recalled that in a 1989 review in The New York Times, Frank Rich 
wrote
, "'Gypsy' is nothing if not Broadway's own brassy, unlikely answer to 'King Lear.'"



McDonald has appeared in 13 Broadway shows. Most recently, she starred in a 2022 production of the Adrienne Kennedy play "
Ohio State Murders
." She has been nominated for Tony Awards 10 times; her six wins were for roles in "Carousel," "Master Class," "Ragtime," "A Raisin in the Sun," "Porgy and Bess" and "Lady Day at Emerson's Bar & Grill." She is the only person who has won Tonys in four different acting categories (leading and featured in musicals and plays).



Wolfe previously directed McDonald in the 2016 Broadway production of "
Shuffle Along, or the Making of the Musical Sensation of 1921 and All That Followed
," as well as in last year's Netflix film "Rustin." Wolfe won Tony Awards for directing "Angels in America: Millennium Approaches" and "Bring in da Noise, Bring in da Funk" and this year is receiving a special Tony Award for lifetime achievement.



Wolfe said in an interview that McDonald asked him to direct the production, and added that he has a personal connection to one of the authors -- Laurents was among his teachers at N.Y.U. in the early 1980s, and became an early supporter of his career. He called "Gypsy" "a really great piece of theater literature" and Rose "one of the best written roles in the musical theater canon."



He said that his ideas for the production were still evolving. "The thing that keeps on resonating with me is the idea of not enough: not enough space, not enough love, not enough money," Wolfe said. "That's what's pulling me in."



The "Gypsy" revival -- which will be the sixth production of the show on Broadway -- is being lead produced by Tom Kirdahy and Mara Isaacs, who are also among the lead producers of "Hadestown."
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Critic's Notebook



Amid Orchestral Waves, the Sound of Cultures Conversing



"Natural History," performed in Cincinnati, is a collaboration between the composer Michael Gordon and the Native American ensemble Steiger Butte Drum.




Steiger Butte Drum, a traditional percussion and vocal ensemble of the Klamath Tribes, performing in "Natural History" in Cincinnati on Thursday.




By Zachary Woolfe


May 29, 2024


Eleven members of Steiger Butte Drum sat in a circle around a large elk-hide drum at the front of the stage of Cincinnati's Music Hall last Thursday. Washes of sound from the orchestra behind them built and receded in grand waves.



The group was the concerto soloist, of a kind, in "Natural History" by 
Michael Gordon
, one of the Bang on a Can composers who infused Minimalism with rough, rebellious energy in the 1980s. A few times over the course of the 25-minute piece, Steiger Butte Drum, a traditional percussion and vocal ensemble of the Klamath Tribes of Native Americans in the Pacific Northwest, broke out in a ceremonial song, the members beating the drum in fast, dramatic unison as they made a piercing, tangily pitch-bending, wordlessly wailing chant.



They were joined by a full chorus, placed in the first balcony: the men on one side of the hall, the women on the other. Percussion in the upper balcony evoked woodland animals; brasses, also up there, let out joyful, squealing bits of fanfare that seemed to tumble down and join lines coming from the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra onstage -- eventually rising to a powerful, churning finale, with all these sprawling forces, conducted by Teddy Abrams, going at once.



Unsettled and unsettling, both celebratory and threatening, imposing and ultimately harmonious, this was the sound of a cultural conversation that is still, after centuries, in its nascent stages.



Native American composers and performers are slowly gaining more visibility after having long been largely ignored by institutions associated with the Western classical tradition. 
Raven Chacon
, a Dine composer and visual artist, won the Pulitzer Prize in Music in 2022. In March, the New York Philharmonic premiered an orchestral version of the Chickasaw composer 
Jerod Impichchaachaaha' Tate's "Pisachi."



And yet Native music, kaleidoscopically varied across the country and its many tribes and heritages, remains only rarely heard, and so only vaguely understood and appreciated, by non-Natives. This is hardly surprising, given the country's more general neglect of a full, sustained reckoning with its history with -- and its often stunningly cruel treatment of -- Native Americans.



"It's weird that in America, we're often the last minority to be thought of," said Timothy Long, a conductor and pianist of Muscogee Creek and Choctaw descent who is at work on a library of vocal music written by Indigenous composers.



Some of the increased exposure for Native American artists has come through collaborations with non-Native musicians. "Out of these relationships, this music, things can happen," said Brent Michael Davids, a Mohican and Munsee Lenape composer. "It's a way we can start to deal with this genocidal history."



Gordon's partnership with Steiger Butte Drum on "Natural History" is enshrined on the front page of the score; the group owns half of the piece's publishing rights, and will participate in -- and be paid for -- any future performances. But the optics of a white composer working with Native American musical material has made "Natural History" a no go for many orchestras Gordon has approached, at a time when cultural borrowings are being strictly policed.



The Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra, which performed the piece as part of the May Festival, an annual event focused on choral music, was a happy exception. (It didn't hurt that Julia Wolfe, another Bang on a Can composer and Gordon's wife, helped program this year's festival.)



"The classical people, they look at the piece and they go, 'This is appropriation,' or something like that," Gordon said in an interview the morning after the performance. "They don't know what appropriation is. Steiger Butte Drum is there; they're giving authorization. It's also an opportunity to share not only their culture but their situation, too. People don't understand that."




"Natural History" had its premiere at Crater Lake, Oregon, in 2016.




Commissioned by the Britt Music and Arts Festival to celebrate the centennial of the National Park System, "Natural History" had its premiere in 2016 at Crater Lake, a huge caldera in southern Oregon that formed about 8,000 years ago when a volcano collapsed on itself. The site is sacred to the Klamath, who have been connected to the land since before the lake formed; Gordon sought to incorporate Steiger Butte Drum into the piece.



The group, which usually performs in ceremonial settings rather than on concert stages, was initially a little wary. "There's always somebody asking to do something with the tribe, and do it for free," Taylor Tupper, one of the members, said over lunch in Cincinnati.



Crater Lake and its conservation by the federal government is a fraught topic for the Klamath, who consider the site to be land that was taken from them. When Gordon approached the tribe, Tupper said, her thought was that "nothing like that should be done without us." Gordon traveled to Oregon and met with the group, listening to and recording a variety of songs, which he brought back to New York and used to form a work that conjures a sense of both separation and connection between cultures.



"I can't tell them what to do," Gordon recalled thinking, mindful of the dynamics of a white composer foisting adjustments on Native performers. "And on the other hand, I can't just accompany them, because that's going to be kitschy. The only real solution is, I'm just going to do what I do, and I'm going to have them do what they do."



In "Natural History," Steiger Butte Drum's song is the same as it would be at a tribal ceremony -- except for a few moments when there is singing but not drumming, and vice versa. (Neither would ever be without the other in the song's original context.)



"It's an honor song," Tupper said. "You would sing it at a powwow -- say there's a veteran who's being honored, or somebody being married. So we felt we were honoring Crater Lake, we're honoring the 100th anniversary."



The rehearsals for the premiere were a leap of faith that depended on the Klamath group's trust in Abrams, who also conducted at Crater Lake; many Native performers don't read music, one of the artistic and logistical challenges of collaborations like this one. Steiger Butte Drum arrived not knowing there would be so many other musicians, let alone a full chorus.



"I didn't know what to expect," Tupper said, "and I was kind of blown away."



"Natural History" is the rare, subtly profound work that isn't didactic but nevertheless feels like it has some real power to inspire deeper and more nuanced attitudes, even on the smallest scale. It's unclear, though, when or if it will be heard again.



"I would like to share it with more people," Gordon said, "but I just don't know."
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Two More 'Succession' Actors Are Broadway Bound, in 'Job'



Peter Friedman and Sydney Lemmon will star in the two-hander, a psychological thriller that previously found success downtown.




Sydney Lemmon, left, and Peter Friedman in "Job" at SoHo Playhouse.




By Michael Paulson


May 28, 2024


"
Job
," a two-character thriller about a psychological evaluation going awry, started small, with a run last year at SoHo Playhouse. Word-of-mouth was good, the New York Times review was 
positive
 and sales were strong, so early this year it transferred for another Off Broadway run at the Connelly Theater in the East Village.



Now the play, written by Max Wolf Friedlich and directed by Michael Herwitz, is planning to make the leap to Broadway, with a two-month run beginning this summer at the Hayes Theater.



The Broadway production, like the Off Broadway runs, will star Peter Friedman and Sydney Lemmon. Both of them appeared in the HBO series "Succession" -- Friedman was a member of the principal cast, playing 
Frank Vernon
, the chief operating officer of Waystar Royco, and Lemmon appeared in the show at one point as a love interest of Kendall Roy.



Friedman is a mainstay of the New York stage who was nominated for a Tony Award for "Ragtime." Lemmon has worked mostly onscreen, including in the Hulu streamer "Helstrom"; if her surname sounds familiar, that's because she is also the granddaughter of the great actor 
Jack Lemmon
.



In "Job," Friedman plays a therapist who has been hired to evaluate Lemmon's character for her suitability to return to work. (She has been suspended after a videotaped workplace breakdown.) Their interaction is fraught, and frightening, from the get-go.



"Job" is scheduled to begin previews July 15 and to open July 30 at the Hayes Theater, which, with about 600 seats, is the smallest house on Broadway. The run will be brief -- it is scheduled to end on Sept. 29.



The play is being produced by Hannah Getts, who has been with the show at each stage of its production history; 
Alex Levy
, a speechwriter and media strategist whose work includes communications consulting for New York Times executives; Craig Balsam, who co-founded the music company Razor & Tie; and 
P3 Productions
, the company that was the lead producer for last season's musical "How to Dance in Ohio."



"Job" will be the latest sign of 
a surge to the stage
 by "Succession" alumni. Those include two of this year's Tony nominees -- Jeremy Strong, who played Kendall Roy on "Succession," is nominated for "
An Enemy of the People
," and Juliana Canfield, who played Kendall's assistant, Jess, is nominated for "
Stereophonic
."



Also on Broadway, Natalie Gold, who played Kendall's ex-wife, Rava, is featured in "
Appropriate
."



Meanwhile in London, Sarah Snook (Shiv Roy) 
won an Olivier Award
 last month for her performance in a one-woman version of "
The Picture of Dorian Gray
" that is expected to transfer to New York next year. Also in London, Brian Cox (Logan Roy) is starring in a revival of "Long Day's Journey Into Night" and J. Smith-Cameron (Gerri Kellman) is planning to star in a revival of "Juno and the Paycock" 
this fall
.
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A City With a Medieval History of Killing Cats Now Celebrates Them



Cat lovers from around the world gathered for Kattenstoet, a cat parade in Iepers, Belgium.



By Jessica Roy
Photographs and Video by Kevin Faingnaert


May 18, 2024


A 7-year-old girl hawks cat-themed souvenirs in Flemish outside her parents' shop. Two women in matching cat print dresses wander down a crowded street looking for a place to buy stuffed plush kitties. In every store and restaurant window, a cat figurine or statue signals allegiance to the feline persuasion.



This is Kattenstoet, Belgium's cat-themed parade and festival.




The float of Minneke Poes, the feline wife of the King of Cats, Cieper, stands nearly 22 feet high and weighs 440 pounds.




Tucked among rolling farmland in the West Flanders region near the border with France, Iepers, Belgium, has not always had such an adoring relationship with cats. In the Middle Ages, when the city's main industry was cloth making, they used cats to keep wool warehouses free of mice and other vermin. But when the felines began reproducing too quickly, town officials developed a ghastly solution: During the second week of Lent, on "Cat Wednesday," cats were tossed to their deaths out of the belfry tower onto the town square below. At the time, the animals were seen as a symbol of witchcraft and evil, so their deaths were celebrated.



The last live cat was thrown in 1817, but Ieper (also called Ypres in French) developed Kattenstoet in 1937, a tradition to both acknowledge the city's gruesome history and celebrate cats. The parade, which was held on Sunday, May 12, is filled with elaborate floats, costumes and performances. Afterward, a person dressed as a jester tosses stuffed animal cats from the belfry, down to the onlookers below.




People gather below the platform where the jester stands, hoping to catch one of the plush cats he throws.




This year's event was a big deal because the festival, which takes place every three years, had a temporary halt due to Covid, so it was the first Kattenstoet since 2018. According to organizers, this year's event was expected to attract more than 50,000 cat enthusiasts from all over the world.



One woman, wearing cat ears while sitting on the curb eating a Belgian waffle, said she had traveled from Tokyo to catch the parade. Another, who identified herself as Beth from Northamptonshire, England, said she'd grown up coming to Iepers with her family to visit the British war memorials, but this was her first time attending Kattenstoet. Though she only owns one cat, a Maine Coon named Kimber, she has him and six of her former feline friends tattooed on her left arm.



Some Kattenstoet floats tell the story of the history of Iepers, while others depict cat worship in history or pop culture. (There is, of course, a giant Garfield float.) The costumes are a combination of homemade and professionally sewn, and the participants' enthusiasm at this year's parade was infectious: Everyone, from the elementary school children marching with their dance troupes to adults riding on floats, was committed to the bit. Marching bands, drum corps and other musical performances scored the show, which lasted for nearly three hours on an unseasonably warm day.




Though the parade wasn't scheduled to start until 3 p.m., people began arriving as early as 10 a.m. to get a front-row seat.




Dan Baxter, a police officer, and Sarah Carlson, a nurse, planned their vacation from Philadelphia to Iepers to see the parade. "I think we learned about it from a weird Instagram reel, and we're like, 'Is this real?'" Ms. Carlson said. "And then we researched it and were like, 'Oh, we're going.'"



The couple left their own four cats with an army of cat sitters, and made their way to Belgium. Mr. Baxter, who proudly sports two cat tattoos, wore an Eagles hat and a T-shirt emblazoned with the words "MILF: Man I Love Felines."








Produced by 
Christy Harmon
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The D.I.Y. Empire of Kristin Juszczyk



She made her own clothes to wear at her husband's football games. Now she's dressing the winner of the Indy 500.




Kristin Juszczyk wearing the custom jacket that made headlines at the Super Bowl in February.




By Jessica Testa


May 23, 2024


This year's Super Bowl was many things to 
Kristin Juszczyk
.



It was a crushing loss for her husband's team, the San Francisco 49ers. But it was also the culmination of weeks of frenzied interest in the clothes she made by hand and wore to N.F.L. games. (The Super Bowl happened to take place on her 30th birthday, too.)



"This really all started as a hobby for me," said Ms. Juszczyk, whose hobby -- repurposing 
vintage team gear
 into one-off pieces -- eventually made global headlines.



From early January to mid-February (or the N.F.L. playoff season, roughly), her Instagram following grew by one million people. Taylor Swift and Simone Biles wore puffer jackets designed by Ms. Juszczyk while supporting their football-playing partners. (Her husband is Kyle Juszczyk, a 49ers fullback.) She signed a licensing deal with the N.F.L., which allowed her to use the league's logos on her clothing.



Ms. Juszczyk has spent the ensuing months figuring out how to scale her business so that she's not just taking commissions from 
fellow WAGs
 and famous fans -- her "bread and butter," she said -- but also making things that any fan can buy and wear.



She has also expanded into other sports; she designed a vest for the basketball player Caitlin Clark, for example. This weekend, the winner of the Indy 500 will be given one of Ms. Juszczyk's jackets. So will the Indy 500's national anthem singer, Jordin Sparks.



Ms. Juszczyk designed the Indy 500 jackets using vintage sweatshirts, T-shirts and checkered racing flags.



"When I think of Indy 500, I think of a very loud design," said Ms. Juszczyk, who isn't able to attend this year's race -- one of the largest sporting events in the world.



Here, in an interview edited and condensed for clarity, Ms. Juszczyk offers an update on her design career.



Talk to me about how you see yourself right now as a small-business owner. How do you feel expanding into a different sporting world?



My goal has always been to supply my designs to fans of all different events. I never wanted to pigeonhole myself to just the N.F.L., because I think there are fans in all sporting worlds and leagues and clubs that are 
looking for more
 fresh, fashion-forward designs.



I just have my head down, trying to get this business off the ground and get designs into fans' hands. This is the first time I'm entering a licensed world, and I'm learning new things every day.



What do you think it is about your work that resonates with people?



As a designer, if you're not wearing your own designs, then who's wearing them? I'm a fan through and through. I go to every one of my husband's games, and I realized about five years into his career that I didn't want to wear the same four things in rotation. I wanted to push the needle and wear designs you couldn't find anywhere else.



When did you make your first jacket?



I started sewing only about five years ago. One Halloween, I wanted us to be Justin and Britney from the AMAs -- 
the full denim outfits
. I couldn't find them online, so I bought a bunch of old denim pants and started cutting them up. I bought a sewing machine and went on YouTube and learned how to use it. It came naturally to me.



Later, I decided to make a pair of sweatpants to wear to one of Kyle's games, and it snowballed from there. I kept challenging myself to learn how to make shirts and skirts and blazers. This whole thing went crazy when I made the puffer vest and the puffer jackets -- that's what got the world's attention. But it all started with a Halloween costume.



In 
your posts online
, you make 
a point
 of 
showing the work
 that goes into these pieces.



I think it's cool for people to see that I don't have a fancy studio. I'm sewing on my Ping-Pong table. That's another reason this resonates with people: It's very relatable. People do projects at home all the time.



How did you approach designing this Indy 500 jacket?



I'm always trying to broaden my skill set. I've never made a bomber design this way, but I wanted it to feel more "racecar.
"
 I kind of got into a rut making puffers.



I threw in a little Easter egg: There was a 
very famous moment in 1985
, with Danny Sullivan, called the "spin and win." If you look at the jacket, you can see that the flag is spun.



I'm excited to see who the winner is. There is a female racer this year, 
Katherine Legge
. We're rooting for everyone, but it would be really cool to see her win that jacket.
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New York Fleet Week, the Movie



Cue the landmarks, the skyline, the King Kong vistas when some 2,300 members of the Navy, the Marines and the Coast Guard cruise into town.




As if ready for his close-up, Tyjhaun Antar snapped on shades during Fleet Week.




By Guy Trebay


May 29, 2024


"I feel like I'm in a movie right now," Petty Officer Third Class Ayanna Crawford said last weekend as she navigated the bow tie of Times Square, with its hordes of panhandlers costumed as Elmo, Minnie Mouse and Spider-Man. "I'm in culture shock."



Petty Officer Crawford, 20, who serves on the Wasp-class amphibious assault vessel U.S.S. Bataan, had cruised into town with a fellow crew member, Airman Kobe Brents, 22, and many of the roughly 2,300 sailors, Marines and Coast Guard members who alight in New York each Fleet Week for a weeklong annual celebration of those who serve and protect the United States at sea.



Held nearly every year since 1984, Fleet Week often has the unintended effect of reminding even the most jaded of locals that the gritty and complicated place they call home remains a peerless backdrop for what can sometimes seem like a never-ending cinematic reel. It was the film director Milos Forman who was reputed to have termed New York "the only city which in reality looks better than on postcards."



He might have added that it is also a city that, perhaps more than any other, is conscious of starring in its own movie. This is never clearer than when Manhattan fills up overnight with thousands of crisply uniformed sailors looking like extras from "On the Town."



For Petty Officer Crawford, who accessorized her regulation whites with a chic black Valentino shoulder bag bought while on leave in Cyprus ("It's a real one," she said), what most surprised her about a city she was visiting for the first time was the variety of stuff people wear on its streets -- and equally what they do not.



"Big tops and big bottoms, small tops and big bottoms and -- oh, my God -- a lot are hardly wearing anything," said the petty officer, a native of Norfolk, Va., a conservatively dressed place where it is safe to say no one has ever crossed paths with a Naked Cowboy.



From Times Square, Petty Officer Crawford and Airman Brents were headed to 34th Street and the Empire State Building, a must-see on Fleet Week itineraries, if the lines of sailors waiting for a ride to the observation deck were any indication.




Two German sailors, Yuvraj Dhillon and Kyle Stauch, near the Empire State Building.




"I've never been to New York, but it's pretty much what I expected from 'Spider-Man' and 'King Kong' and all of that," said Kyle Stauch, 22, now serving aboard the frigate Baden-Wurttemberg.



For Mr. Stauch's shipmate Yuvraj Dhillon, 21, the "mind-blowing" thrill of the ride to the 102nd-floor perch in the skyscraper was less the panoramic King Kong views than an opportunity to be photographed in a spot where "all the social media celebrities do their selfies," he said.



"Since I was a kid, New York was in every kind of movie," said Mr. Dhillon, whose to-do list also included social-media friendly locales like Joe's Pizza, Little Island and Shake Shack. "I also want to go to Central Park because it's in 'Home Alone,'" he said. "Being in these places I've always seen in movies is almost surreal."



If the giant silver screen defined the global image of New York for the better part of a century, it is increasingly a tiny hand-held one that does so. True, something of the majesty of John A. Roebling's 1883 masterpiece, the Brooklyn Bridge, is lost when seen on TikTok. That did not discourage Emerson Quiroz, 26, and Joshua Banez, 24, two sailors from the Bataan from making a beeline to the East River crossing to shoot obligatory reels against the downtown skyline.



For a naval officer like Samantha Brantley, 38, months at a time pass when she has no vista at all. A logistical chief on the missile submarine U.S.S. Wyoming, Ms. Brantley often goes that long without even a glimpse of daylight. "You get used to it when you're at sea and you're focused on doing your job," she said.



Still, Ms. Brantley was reveling in the hot sun of Midtown Manhattan as she and a colleague made their way west through Times Square to Pier 55 and Little Island. "I hear it's good for pictures," she said.




Clockwise from top: Nathan Keast, John Bobo, Lake Kistner, Alvin Liu and Kevin Dennis. 




Ms. Brantley was toting a bag of souvenirs like a glitter Cinnamoroll tumbler she had bought for her daughter. Unlike a lot of Fleet Week personnel, she had not disembarked from a ship docked in the Hudson but rather traveled by train from her home base at the naval port in Groton, Conn.



Like almost all the sailors disporting themselves on the streets during Fleet Week, she had worn her starched dress whites. "It's a matter of respect" for the Navy, Ms. Brantley said, adding: "When I'm off duty, I'm a very girlie girl. I do love my heels. And I love a long bright nail with a coffin tip."
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They're Ignoring MrBeast's Rules of YouTube, and Thriving



Many creators bend over backward to optimize videos for the algorithm, but some are experimenting with another concept: trusting their audience.



By Chris Almeida


May 23, 2024


Late last year, 
Zackary Smigel
, a YouTube creator, made a video titled "
Why Is YouTube Like This?
" By "this"
 
he meant that the platform was filled with videos that have sensationalized titles, heavily edited content and 
grabby thumbnails
, often featuring a person's emotive face.



A more succinct way of putting it: Why is everyone on YouTube doing an imitation of 
MrBeast
?



MrBeast -- whose real name is Jimmy Donaldson -- is the most popular YouTuber on the planet, with a grip on younger people (and the internet in general) that can be hard for some adults to comprehend. He produces videos known for both their scale ("I recreated every set from 'Squid Game'
 
in real life, and whichever one of these 456 people survives the longest wins $456,000!") and their adherence to growth strategies that he has developed with painstaking detail.



Within a moment of clicking on any MrBeast video, he is shouting at his 250 million subscribers to explain the thesis of the video. Every thumbnail displays his face -- with his 
mouth closed these days
, which he said brings in more clicks than thumbnails where he has his mouth open. Titles are written in a classic clickbait style, like "In 10 Minutes This Room Will Explode!"



He is present in each video, but only physically. He has said that 
he doesn't want to show his actual personality on camera
, because he sees the very concept as something that could limit growth. In nearly every regard, he approaches YouTube as if it were a science.



In a nod to how well his methods have worked, 
copycats have sprung up
 across the platform, 
putting twists on the MrBeast-approved strategies
 for thumbnails and titles and stunts. Burnout among popular YouTube creators, where monetization began in 2007, has been widespread for obvious reasons: If you want your channel to be successful, you need to figure out how to please the platform's algorithm. Fail, by posting too infrequently or in the incorrect way, and your audience may dry up along with your livelihood.



So most creators have a choice to optimize, ride the algorithm, and overwhelm the audience. Or, alternatively, to trust their viewers.



The "trust" approach is perhaps best embodied by 
Sam Sulek
, a fitness creator.



Mr. Sulek, who did not respond to multiple requests for comment, has built a following of more than three million subscribers in just over a year on the platform. He's become a fascination not simply because he is physically massive and fairly charming, but because of his almost defiant commitment to a lo-fi strategy.



Every one of Mr. Sulek videos keeps the same no-nonsense title format ("Winter Bulk Day 92 - Legs"), the same structure (a monologue to the audience as he drives to the gym, his actual workout, another monologue in the car, and occasionally an eating segment filmed at his apartment) and the same style thumbnail (an unedited screenshot from the video).



He doesn't use quick cuts, shouting or any real flash at all. His videos have hardly changed as his following has grown. His camera is nicer than it was in January 2023, and he started clipping a microphone to his hat for improved audio. But he hasn't decamped for Los Angeles or started making stunt collaboration videos with other creators. He's still an Ohio-based college student going about his day, which happens to be mostly oriented around gaining muscle.



"Not every creator has the same goals," Mr. Smigel said about videos that do not conform to the MrBeast protocols. "Some people just want to use YouTube as a creative outlet. Some people want to use it to gain fame. Some people want to use it to make money."



"I think, ideally, the biggest thing is just creating a really good video and understanding your audience," he added. "And I think that the views will come."



Mr. Smigel, who has 125,000 YouTube subscribers, pointed to a video he made last December about the gas station Sheetz. Before it went live, he worried that the topic would be too obscure to attract an audience, but it became one of his most viewed videos, with more than two million views.



Part of that success, it should be noted, is owed to shrewd marketing -- a little bit of MrBeast-ification. The video may have flopped if it were sold as "Ken Burns: Deluxe Gas Stations," but Mr. Smigel titled it "Surviving Off Gas Station Food for 30 Days" and cut together his commentary with his attempts to, yes, eat only food from Sheetz for a month.



Others, however, are choosing a vision and sticking to it, like Mr. Sulek.



A prime example is the comedian 
Eddy Burback
, whose channel has just under two million subscribers. Mr. Burback got his start in the commentary space, every few weeks releasing videos where he sat at a desk, John Oliver-style, and poked fun at, say, Jake and Logan Paul, Jeff Bezos or the pilot episode of "Glee." But about two years ago, he decided that he wanted to make a change.



Now, Mr. Burback goes months between posts. The videos tend to be either sprawling, deeply researched video essays -- about the 
state of late-night television
, 
ghost kitchens
 or the 
Apple Vision Pro
 -- or strange travelogues, taking him on road trips to every 
Rainforest Cafe
 or Margaritaville in the country.



His viewers have responded, with his ghost kitchens video drawing just under 10 million views.



"In an era where there's a million things to watch, I think being able to resonate with somebody who feels like they really worked hard on something they're showing you is a refreshing thing for a lot of audiences," Mr. Burback said of his approach.



SungWon Cho has been posting to his nearly four million followers as 
ProZD
 since long before the MrBeast era. He is best known for quick skits that riff on anime and video game tropes, 
in which he voices multiple characters while donning deliberately cheap-looking costumes
. He is also perhaps YouTube's chief curmudgeon. He critiques -- sometimes in skit form -- the platform itself, giving insight into YouTube's 
profanity and monetization policies
, 
search function
 and 
homepage algorithm
.



He posts quite regularly, often multiple times a week, but makes only videos that he, personally, finds to be fun or interesting: board game reviews, videos where he samples every item on a fast food menu, instructional cooking videos with his mother and the occasional skit. He says he has never used an edited thumbnail, inserted a midroll ad or tried to chase any kind of YouTube trend.



In other words, he makes only videos that he would like to watch. Why?



"I'm extremely lazy," he said. "I don't feel like pulling my hair out about production value and algorithms and clickability. I don't really care about any of that."



YouTube is not Mr. Cho's main income source -- his skits helped him get into the world of voice acting -- and that surely helps him ignore some of the incentive structures that push other creators toward optimization. But he continues to post.



When dealing with the fickle YouTube algorithm -- Mr. Cho says that despite his high subscriber count, 90 percent of his views still come via the homepage, as opposed to the subscribed tab -- he believes that the way to maintain a healthy balance is to approach posting as a stubborn artist would.



"I think a lot of YouTube creators, it's their dream to have a successful YouTube channel, and they put everything, their blood, sweat and tears into it," he said. "And I respect that. But for my channel, I just like to have fun with it. I just have always had the mentality of, 'Well, these are videos that I like to make. And if you'd like to watch them, that's great.'"



Video Illustration by The New York Times.
Video snippets by Eddy Burback, SungWon Cho, Brent Rivera, Sambucha, Zackary Smigel and Sam Sulek.
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The Wizard of Jeans



Benjamin Talley Smith may well have made the jeans in your closet. And your friend's closet. And your friend's friends'.








By Vanessa Friedman


May 28, 2024


One overcast Sunday morning, Benjamin Talley Smith, an apple-cheeked 45-year-old with a thing for a Canadian tuxedo, was at the Rose Bowl flea market in Los Angeles shopping for jeans.



He was wearing jeans -- a beat-up pair of Levi's and an equally worn Levi's jeans jacket -- and rooting through piles of jeans. He wasn't looking for collectible jeans, the classics that can fetch thousands, but rather interesting jeans: jeans with an unusual fade or some weird D.I.Y. patchwork or a striking paint splatter.



"Every jean is different," he said with the air of an oenophile assessing a new bouquet. He was holding up a pair of jeans with some big white patches on the thighs. "Too acid-washed for me," he said, putting them back.



He picked up another pair, pointing at a series of faded lines at each ankle. "See that honeycomb wear pattern?" he said. "That was because some cowboy had his jeans tucked into his boots. I might try to replicate that."



Then he spied a pair of old jeans from the Japanese brand Evisu. "Look at that," he said. He smiled. "I made those."



Discovering his own work is not an uncommon occurrence for Mr. Smith. If fashion has a man behind the denim curtain -- a wizard of jeans -- he is it, a name that's passed from brand to brand, designer to designer, like a secret password.



Scott Morrison, one of the founding fathers of premium denim in the United States, hired Mr. Smith at Earnest Sewn and then introduced him to Catherine Holstein of Khaite, who recommended him to Hali Borenstein of Reformation. Mr. Smith has also worked with Tommy Hilfiger, Alexander Wang, Rag & Bone, Juicy Couture, Helmut Lang, Marc by Marc Jacobs, Vince, Everlane, Aritzia, Jordache and Walmart, for whom he developed its 
sustainable Free Assembly denim
, which starts at $27. His sweet spot is the place between the jeans behemoths -- Levi's, Lee, Wrangler -- and the global luxury groups. When Ms. Holstein met Mr. Smith, he was introduced to her, she said, as "maybe the best denim guy in the United States."



He consulted on her best-selling Danielle jeans -- the high-waist, straight-leg style made famous by Kendall Jenner, which helped end the jegging boom and set off a quazillion 
TikTok videos
 -- as well as Reformation's Val jeans, favored by Miley Cyrus. Aside from Khaite and Reformation, Mr. Smith is currently working with Ulla Johnson, La Ligne and Spanx (the Spanx being a reinvented denim line that will be rolled out in 2025).



The other week he went to a school interview for his son, and "one of the parents was wearing a full head-to-toe Ulla look I did," he said. "A crazy puff-sleeve denim jacket and matching skirt with huge logo buttons."



"That, to me, is always the most fun," he said. "I think of the jeans like my children. Whenever I see them, I'm always like, 'Oh, that's one of mine.'"



Given that the global jeans market is expected to reach 
$121.50 billion by 2030
 and that there is pretty much no brand, high or low, that doesn't dream of jeans, Mr. Smith is one of the most influential people in fashion you have never heard of.



Or never heard of until now.



The Language of Jeans



Why does a fashion designer need a denim specialist? "It's a completely different language," Ms. Holstein said. And denim is one of the most perennial of all clothing categories. Once customers discover a style they like, they tend to keep coming back. That's why, when Ms. Holstein decided to start her business, Mr. Smith was the third person she signed up. He likes to call himself the denim whisperer. And she knew she needed someone to speak jeans.



In jeans, "whiskers" does not refer to feline sensory antennae but rather the thin faded lines created by sitting that radiate out at the crotch. "Ghost patches" are not supernatural; they are light or dark splotches on jeans where patches fell off. "Chevrons" have nothing to do with heraldry but refer to the little puckers down the seams of the inner thigh created when the indigo rubs off. And "the magic triangle," a term that is the jeans equivalent of the golden mean, refers to the optimum placement of the back pockets between the yoke and the center seams.



Get it right, and it will "make your butt look really good," Mr. Smith said.




Mr. Smith at the wall of jeans, hung from dark to light, in his Los Angeles office. He is holding the pair of patched jeans he created for Evisu. The design was inspired by old Levi's.




"Mainly in my mind, jeans are about making your butt look really good," he continued. "If you place the pockets even a quarter inch too far down on the outer edge, they frown a bit. And then you have a frowny butt. But if you just nudge them up a bit, you get happy butt." His job is an endless quest for the platonic happy butt.



For Ms. Johnson, who has been working with Mr. Smith since late 2020, designing with denim is an entirely different practice from designing with wool, cotton or silk.



"The degree of scientific inquiry that goes into how many hours of wash you need is very, very different from questions of draping," she said. But it matters, she said, because though only 5 percent of her collection is denim, its revenue has doubled since last year.



Then there's the "shrinkage," said Ms. Borenstein, the chief executive of Reformation. Shrinkage happens during the wash and affects the fit. A regular pair of pants may take a day to make and two or three fittings to perfect. A pair of jeans, however, takes "a minimum of a week," she said. "The points of measure are much more complicated. They have to hug your legs in a lot of different ways."



Ms. Borenstein said that denim currently accounts for about 10 percent of Reformation's overall revenues. (Reformation introduces 25 to 30 denim pieces a month.) Denim is also Reformation's fastest-growing category. The Val jean, in a light blue wash named for the Colorado River -- is its single best-selling style this year, the first time since Reformation was founded in 2009 anything other than a dress has held that spot.



Mr. Smith said it takes an average of two years after the initial concept to understand if a product line is working on the shop floor. (Unlike some denim specialists, he helps build lines from conception through factory production, washes, etc.)



"Denim is really expensive to build," he said. Whenever he is approached by a brand, "I always have an honest conversation that it's going to cost 30 grand just to get the first collection off the ground," he said (at least if it is made in Los Angeles). "Then you have to maintain it." Nevertheless, he said, he turns away brands "fairly often."



Denim Is Eternal



In Los Angeles, which is the heart of the American jeans world and where Mr. Smith lives, he has a loftlike office that is sort of a cross between a temple of jeans and a lab of jeans.



The wall behind his desk is hung with 51 different pairs of jeans, arrayed from dark to light, so that whenever he turns his head, he sees jeans. He has racks of jeans and shelves stacked with plastic bins full of jeans organized by wash and brand -- "well over 1,000 jeans" in all. He has the first pair of jeans he ever made, back in 2000, when he was in college, and the most complicated pair of jeans he ever made, for Evisu, which was inspired by an ancient pair of Levi's and involved so many different aged patches, each of which had to be created by hand, that one pair took two weeks to make and cost $800.



"It was not practical," Mr. Smith said.



Mr. Smith did not expect to be a denim guy. He grew up in a small town in Vermont, the youngest of five children. His father was a photographer and bookstore owner and ran a printing press; his mother was a schoolteacher and music teacher. He was "born in a bed that my dad had built," he said, and generally wore Carhartt.



He didn't really think about jeans until he got to the Massachusetts College of Art and Design, when he discovered Diesel, and he certainly didn't plan to make jeans his career -- he intended to go into film and interned for Ken Burns, the documentarian -- until he decided he wanted to work with his hands and switched to fashion.




Mr. Smith reviewing jeans with Catherine Holstein, right, in the SoHo offices of Khaite, Ms. Holstein's brand.




A brief stint with a Boston designer took him to Paris, and then, after graduation, he got a job with Tommy Hilfiger. He was supposed to be working on outerwear, but it was 2003 and premium denim was becoming a thing. Hilfiger needed someone in jeans. Then the executive in charge of denim got sick.



"Basically they were like, 'You have to do it all,'" Mr. Smith said. "I was 25." So commenced his odyssey into jeans.



Though Mr. Smith dabbled briefly in his own line, called Talley and featuring made-to-order jeans that took about four weeks to produce, he decided he was happier consulting, moving from brand to brand. "It keeps me nimble to be able to make a $27 jean and then a $500 jean," he said, referring to the Walmart-Khaite divide.



Mr. Smith splits his time between the Los Angeles office; his favorite nearby factory, Caitac Garment Processing Inc., which specializes in washes and laser- and hand-sanding (he also works with factories in Pakistan and Turkey); and an apartment in the Greenpoint neighborhood of Brooklyn that he kept because he goes to New York about once a month to see clients.



In Los Angeles, he lives in Studio City, in a ranch-style bungalow built in 1937, with his wife, Danielle Robinson, a co-head of talent at Issa Rae's ColorCreative management company, and their 5-year-old son. (Khaite's Danielle jeans are named in his wife's honor.) At home, he has 22 pairs of jeans that he actually wears. His wife also has a lot of jeans.



"She has hundreds of pairs, but every day she'll say, 'Oh, I like that one in your closet,'" he said. "And then she gets mad at me because I'll say, 'Oh, you have that weird window jean from five years ago. I need to borrow it for something,' and she doesn't think it will come back."



Recently he was trying to replicate one of his old pairs of Levi's for Khaite. He had been wearing them during a meeting with Ms. Holstein to review samples for the new season, and she was especially taken with the natural placement of the rips.



"It takes a lot of passion and curiosity and tenacity to really be a student of denim," Ms. Holstein said. "I haven't met anybody who has it like Ben has it." 



For him, each pair of jeans gives birth to the next pair, which gives birth to the next and so on. "The wash is like a living, breathing thing," he said. "It doesn't always come out the way you want it to, or it leads you in crazy new ways." It's jeanvolution in real time.



"I'm never bored," Mr. Smith said. Whenever he's in a crowd of strangers, he thinks to himself, I bet I have a jean in your closet.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/28/style/benjamin-talley-smith-denim-jeans.html
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