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Election 2024 live updates: Biden, Trump remain in tight race nationally, latest poll finds
Live updates from the 2024 campaign trail, with the latest news on presidential candidates, polls, primaries and more.
By Maegan Vazquez, Amy B Wang, Mariana Alfaro, Patrick Svitek, Azi Paybarah, Derek Hawkins, Aaron Blake, Jonathan Edwards, Michael Scherer, Philip Bump, John Hudson, Emily Rauhala, Peter Hermann, Victoria Bisset, Devlin Barrett, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Theodoric Meyer, Meryl Kornfield, Toluse Olorunnipa | 2024-05-30
President Biden and former president Donald Trump remain locked in a tight race nationally, with Biden drawing 50 percent support and Trump drawing 48 percent among registered voters, according to an NPR-PBS NewsHour-Marist National Poll released Thursday. The result is also within the margin of error among those who say they definitely plan to vote.
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Live updates: Jury deliberations continue in Trump's hush money trial  
The jury is deliberating for a second day in Donald Trump's trial on allegations of business fraud related to a hush money payment. 
By Devlin Barrett, Derek Hawkins, Patrick Svitek, Maegan Vazquez, Drew Harwell, Mark Berman, Perry Stein, Amber Ferguson, David Nakamura, Washington Post staff, Isaac Arnsdorf, Shayna Jacobs | 2024-05-30
Jurors in Donald Trump's hush money trial in New York are in their second day of deliberations Thursday.
The jurors heard the judge repeat a significant part of his instructions to them, at their request. Jurors also asked to revisit portions of witness testimony that suggested they were focused on Trump's alleged involvement in and knowledge of a scheme to hide unsavory stories from voters ahead of the 2016 presidential election.
After hearing New York Supreme Court Justice Juan Merchan's instructions and the testimony again, jurors headed back to the jury room late Thursday morning to resume deliberations.
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IRS Direct File is here to stay. All 50 states are invited.
The Biden administration announced plans to renew the experimental free tax filing service that it tested this year, and to make it available in more than 12 states.
By Julie Weil | 2024-05-30

The Internal Revenue Service plans to expand access to its free Direct File platform beyond the dozen states in this year's pilot. (Susan Walsh/AP file)


The IRS is making its free tax-filing platform permanent and open to all 50 states, the Biden administration announced Thursday, following the successful launch of the first-of-its-kind website.
This tax season, more than 140,000 taxpayers in 12 eligible states made use of Direct File -- which allows users to submit simple tax returns directly to the government. Republicans have criticized it as a costly and unnecessary government alternative to private-sector offerings from Turbo Tax, H&R Block and others, while Democrats praise the effort as a cost-saver for consumers.
"Meeting your tax obligations and claiming the credits and deductions for which you're eligible should be easy," Treasury Secretary Janet L. Yellen said Thursday. "We will make Direct File a permanent IRS service and invite all states to participate in Direct File starting next year."
To opt in, state governments must create their own online platforms for state tax returns that can be linked to the Direct File website. IRS Commissioner Danny Werfel said he would have conversations with state officials in the coming week to determine how many states and the District of Columbia would be willing and capable of joining the program in 2025.
Some Republican-led states have signaled they are less likely to participate: The attorneys general of 12 of them alleged in February that the Direct File program wasn't legally authorized and should be stopped.
But Werfel expressed hope Thursday that the program would be welcomed on both sides of the aisle, and said he was confident Direct File would survive even under a potential, future Republican-led White House or Congress. "I truly believe that the vision that the IRS has for the future of tax administration is a nonpartisan one ... to build world-class customer service for taxpayers," he said. "I think there's an overwhelming interest, and it's fully nonpartisan, that the process should be easier, less stressful, less burdensome ... Increasing the options for how they may file for free shouldn't be seen through a political lens."
The idea of filing taxes directly to the government, rather than through commercial software or a paid tax preparer, has been floated for decades; the practice is routine in dozens of countries, including Australia, South Korea and much of Europe. In 2022, Congress instructed the IRS to study the feasibility of a free tax-filing site, allocating $15 million for a study.
The IRS came back with a study and an announcement: It was building a website in time for the 2024 tax season.
Questions about cost have dogged the project, with Republicans in Congress and several statehouses questioning whether the IRS should build a website that Congress had not explicitly authorized. Shortly after the tax season concluded, IRS Commissioner Danny Werfel said that the agency spent much less than projected on the site -- $10.5 million to develop it and $2.4 million to operate it, including the cost of call center employees who answered live chat questions from users. The tax-season operating cost amounted to about $17 per return from the IRS's budget. By comparison, the typical household spends more than $200 each year to file their taxes.
Those IRS costs did not include investments from other Biden administration agencies, including the U.S. Digital Service, which pitched in thousands of hours of manpower to build the website, valued at more than $7 million.
Werfel said Thursday that the outlay for a nationwide version of the program will depend on how many states sign up, but that the Biden administration has budgeted $75 million for the website for next year.
The initial version of Direct File allowed users to report only four types of income -- wages, interest, Social Security and unemployment -- meaning that many people were ineligible, including gig workers or anyone with private retirement income. Werfel said the IRS is looking at expanding eligibility further each year until the site can eventually process all common tax situations. People who have certain retirement income and people who buy health care on the insurance marketplace are among the groups he would like to include next as the website's capacity grows.
Much like commercial software, Direct File uses a question-and-answer format. But it doesn't draw from the IRS's vast trove of financial information on each taxpayer, meaning users cannot pre-fill W-2 wage statements and other financial information on their tax forms. The initial pilot included four states that volunteered to link their state tax forms to Direct File (Arizona, California, Massachusetts and New York) and eight of the nine states that currently have no state income tax (Florida, Nevada, New Hampshire, South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Washington and Wyoming).
All taxpayers have other free options. Some companies make versions of their software available through the IRS-sponsored Free File program, which the agency recently renewed through 2029. Volunteers prepare millions of returns for low- and middle-income people each year. And every taxpayer could simply fill out their own tax forms and submit them either on paper or online.
Paid preparers and paid software, however, remain by far the most popular tax filing methods for the more than 140 million U.S. households that file returns.
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Trump and allies step up suggestions of rigged trial -- with bad evidence
And it's not just the false claim that the jury doesn't need to be unanimous about his crimes.
By Aaron Blake | 2024-05-30

Former president Donald Trump in Manhattan Criminal Court on Thursday. (Seth Wenig/via REUTERS)


The jury in former president Donald Trump's Manhattan criminal trial continued to deliberate Thursday, with a verdict possible at any moment.
And as we await that crucial decision, efforts to pre-spin the verdict by Trump and his allies have kicked into high gear.
But as has long been the case, many of their complaints about the process are either false or lack important context.
Below we look at five of the most recent claims calling into question New York Supreme Court Justice Juan Merchan's actions or questioning the fairness of the trial.
"Judge in Trump case in NYC just told jury they don't have to unanimously agree on which crime was committed as long as they all at least pick one." -- Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.) on Wednesday
New York Supreme Court Justice Juan Merchan "is not requiring a unanimous decision on the fake charges against me" -- Trump on Wednesday
This was the big talking point Wednesday, spurred by an X post from a Fox News host.
It's highly misleading -- at best.
As The Washington Post's Philip Bump and Devlin Barrett noted, Merchan didn't say the jury doesn't need to be unanimous on which crimes Trump committed. The thing they needn't be unanimous on is something different: the unlawful means Trump used to affect the 2016 election.
It's complicated. But basically: Falsifying business records -- the crime alleged in the 34-count indictment against Trump -- is normally a misdemeanor. But it can be charged as a felony if the falsification of the records is used to cover up another crime or the intent to commit another crime.
Prosecutors identified three such crimes that could serve as the unlawful means. Merchan said jurors need not agree on which of the three apply.
Importantly, even Trump's lawyers acknowledged that's how things usually work.
"Do you agree that's not ordinarily required?" Merchan asked Trump lawyer Emil Bove last week.
"Certainly," Bove responded.
Bove argued that Merchan should nonetheless exercise discretion and require unanimity, citing how this is an "extraordinarily important case." But Merchan agreed with prosecutors that Trump should be treated like other defendants.
(Some allies, like South Dakota Gov. Kristi L. Noem (R), have even argued that Merchan's decision violates Supreme Court precedent in 1999's Richardson v. United States, which required unanimity for underlying violations. But that case dealt with a specific federal statute, not state law or even all federal law. And the Supreme Court previously recognized, in Schad v. Arizona, the "long-established rule that a jury need not agree on which overt act, among several, was the means by which a crime was committed.")
"In many cases, the judge will actually give the jury a written copy of their instructions, but since he failed to do that in this case ..." -- Fox News legal pundit Katie Cherkasky on Wednesday
"I've tried many jury trials in my day. You give jurors paper instructions every time. ... This is an illicit, witch-hunt prosecution." -- Missouri Attorney General Andrew Bailey (R) on Wednesday
This objection seeped in late Wednesday, after the jury asked in a note to the judge that jury instructions be read to them again.
How could Merchan not give them a copy of the extensive and complicated instructions?
It's a valid issue to consider -- and one that legal minds have debated for years. But it's also a matter of law in New York, where juries are generally not given a copy of the instructions because it's not explicitly authorized by law. They can be given them if the defense consents, but Trump's team doesn't appear to have pressed the issue.
"The way it works in New York for as long as I've been a lawyer [is that] the court does not provide written jury instructions, period," longtime Manhattan public defender Eliza Orlins said. "Occasionally with consent from the defense, they will do so. But that puts the conviction at risk."
Orlins noted that defendants can attempt to withdraw consent, complicating matters.
Cheryl Bader of Fordham University law school in New York added: "In New York the default position is not to provide written instructions to the jury. The thinking behind that policy is not to have jurors be so focused on the court's written legal instructions that it distracts them from the evidence and testimony."
"We had the leading election expert in the country, Brad Smith, ready to testify. [Merchan] wouldn't let him do it." -- Trump on Wednesday
"He wouldn't even allow the defense to call a witness that would have shown what a sham and total waste of time this entire trial is." -- Republican National Committee co-chair Lara Trump, Donald Trump's daughter-in-law, on Thursday morning
Merchan "did not want the most important expert witness, the former commissioner of the Federal Election Commission, who knows the laws very well. The Judge would not allow him." -- Rep. Dan Meuser (R-Pa.) last week
Merchan would have allowed Trump's lawyers to call Bradley Smith to testify if they wanted. He just limited what Smith could talk about, including restricting him from interpreting federal campaign finance law. So they didn't call Smith.
New York law limits expert testimony to when "the subject matter is beyond the knowledge or understanding, or will dispel misconceptions, of a typical finder of fact."
Merchan's decision on this front has some precedent. Smith was previously barred from providing such testimony in two other cases in Manhattan: the 2023 Sam Bankman-Fried case and a 2014 case.
"A lot of key witnesses were not called. ... Why didn't they call those witnesses? They didn't call them, because they would have been on our side." -- Trump on Wednesday
"You have a lot of big players -- very big players -- that would have solved their problem or actually would have given us the win." -- Trump on Wednesday
These comments appeared to reference former longtime Trump Organization chief financial officer Allen Weisselberg, among others. Weisselberg, after all, is a key figure in Trump's finances who prosecutors say was present at the crucial and disputed Trump Tower meeting that included former National Enquirer executive David Pecker and former Trump lawyer Michael Cohen. His absence from the trial is conspicuous.
But prosecutors didn't call Weisselberg in part because he recently pleaded guilty to perjury in a separate Trump-related case -- lying in a way that favored Trump. They also sought to emphasize that Weisselberg's lucrative severance agreement with Trump bars him from voluntarily cooperating with any investigation.
But the main point is this: Trump's lawyers were allowed to call witnesses, too. And they didn't call Weisselberg. Similarly, they could have called any other witnesses that would have been on Trump's "side" or given him the "win."
They called just one witness. And it didn't go particularly well.
"We have talked about, did the defense at some point [Tuesday] just decide it's not worth objecting anymore. Because we're drawing attention to the fact that this judge is overruling nearly everything that we're trying to do ... A judge has enormous impact on a trial." -- Fox host Shannon Bream on Wednesday
"The judge overrules every objection from the defense and sustains every objection from the prosecution." -- Fox host Jesse Watters on Tuesday night
Merchan did not overrule every defense objection on Tuesday. A review of the transcript shows he sustained about one-third of them. He sustained more of the prosecution's objections, but that doesn't take into account the substance of the objections.
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Little change in a presidential campaign most Americans don't want 
A looming verdict in Trump's hush-money trial may give Biden another chance to drive his message, but neither campaign expects much chance of a reset before fall.
By Michael Scherer | 2024-05-30

President Biden and Vice President Harris during a campaign event at Girard College in Philadelphia on Wednesday. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


President Biden has accused Donald Trump of imitating Adolf Hitler, denounced him as a beacon of "hate, anger and revenge" in a prime-time speech watched by one in 10 Americans and built a campaign that spends nearly three times as much as his rival, including about $84 million more so far in general election advertising.
The result is a jump ball of a presidential race that has changed little this year. Trump maintains a slight edge in public polls, with a much better chance at winning the White House than he had in 2020.
A New York jury's decision in Trump's hush-money trial will give Biden yet another opportunity to drive his message, as will a June debate and the summer season of political conventions. But there is little expectation from either campaign that anything -- barring an unexpected stumble or disruption -- is likely to reset the race before the fall.
Two universally known candidates most Americans hoped would not make the ballot are battling as much for the attention of a dispirited voting public as they are against each other. While Trump's advisers see room to grow his margins further, Biden is betting his bigger operation is already having an unmeasured impact that will allow him to eek out a narrow victory in the final months.
"The profile of the voter that is going to determine this election is currently not paying attention to this election, and they are not paying attention to the news more broadly," said Molly Murphy, a pollster for the Biden campaign. "It is not like there is a day on the calendar when all of those voters tune in. It is going to be incremental gains. It is just going to require discipline and persistence."
That message offers little solace to Democrats who view the coming election as an existential test of the American political system. Americans continue to view Trump's time in office more favorably than Biden's, with only 28 percent calling Biden's presidency "good" or "great" in an April Pew poll, compared to 44 percent who said the same about Trump. Democratic veterans of presidential contests worry that Trump populist style could once again drive turnout beyond expectations.
"Trump has run for president twice, and he has overperformed his polls in both those elections," said Democratic strategist Howard Wolfson, an adviser to the presidential campaigns of Hillary Clinton in 2008 and Mike Bloomberg in 2020.
As the polls now stand, key swing states that Biden won in 2020 -- Arizona, Georgia and Nevada -- appear to have drifted away since then as parts of his base, including young, Black and Latino voters, continue to show an alarming lack of support for his reelection. There is little numerical evidence to support Biden's repeated insistence at May fundraisers in Chicago, Seattle and Palo Alto, Calif., that "momentum is clearly in our favor."
A Washington Post average of high-quality public polls shows Biden is about even in Wisconsin, narrowly trailing in Pennsylvania and Michigan, and behind in the southern and western states by four or more percentage points. Nationally, Biden and Trump are about even in the average, compared to the eight-point advantage he had over Trump at the same point in 2020.
These numbers have boosted the spirits of Trump advisers, who lack the money to respond immediately to the barrage of Biden advertising. A Trump-supporting super PAC, MAGA Inc., has spent about $13 million since March in parts of Georgia, Michigan and Pennsylvania, according to AdImpact.
Biden and his allies have spent about $53 million on ads during that same period across eight states, including the Omaha market, where a single electoral college vote will be decided. They note that former president Obama sometimes trailed his GOP opponent in 2012 before winning reelection.
"Even in 2016, we were never ahead in general election polls. In my last general election poll, we were up four points," said Jim McLaughlin, a pollster who has worked with Trump in each of his past three campaigns. "If anything, in spite of all these attacks that have been going on for months -- the Democrats have spent tens of millions in these battleground states -- they have lost ground."
The Biden campaign maintains that such polling this far out is not indicative of either the November result nor the effect of their spending. Biden's current efforts, his aides argue, are not aimed at moving polls immediately, but at opening a line of communication with voters who are undecided or persuadable but more disillusioned than previous cycles. As Trump has downsized his own party's field program, Biden has already opened more than 150 offices and hired more than 500 people, with plans for more than 2,000 by Election Day, campaign officials say.
"We see a large number of voters who are disengaged and need to have longer time spent on them and more respect paid to their opinions," said Dan Kanninen, the Biden campaign's battleground states director.
"I would be freaking out if I was a Republican watching Donald Trump simply rely on his name ID and earned media to reach people," he added, using a campaign term referring to news coverage.

Former president Donald Trump throws a pen to supporters during a campaign rally at Crotona Park in the Bronx in New York on May 23. (Jeenah Moon for The Washington Post) 


The voters Biden has zeroed in on are generally disapproving of the country's direction, and have negative views of Biden's presidency -- a fact that Trump advisers believe gives their candidate room to grow. But the same voters are also more Democratic-leaning in down-ballot races, have voted for Democrats in the past and are also turned off by Trump, Biden's advisers say.
"The impulse is to say, 'Nothing is moving which means nothing is working,' " Murphy said of the public polls. "That is the falsehood there. Nothing moving doesn't mean that nothing is working."
The challenge of moving voters is due in part to the overwhelming familiarity with the two principal presidential candidates, who have both already held the job. Field campaigns and political advertising tend to have the greatest impact on races where the candidates are not fully defined in voters minds.
The familiarity with both men helps explain why the current trial in New York -- in which Trump faces charges for diverting hush money to an adult-film actress after an alleged affair to help him win election in 2016 -- has done so little to move public opinion. Recent polls by Quinnipiac University and NPR/PBS NewsHour/Marist found about two-thirds of voters said a guilty verdict in the trial would have no impact of their likelihood of voting for Trump. About one in five voters said they would be less likely to vote for Trump.
"Advertising and the Biden campaign's claim that we have all these people on the ground -- that is just not going to change the dynamic," said John Del Cecato, a Democratic strategist who made ads for both of Barack Obama's presidential campaigns and the 2020 campaign of Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg. "It is not a governor's race. It is a presidential race."
He said he has talked with some Biden advisers about possibly making a bold political move in the final months of the campaign, like an announcement of a temporary national freeze on rent increases by taking executive action through the Federal Housing Finance Agency on the grounds that there is a national cost of living crisis. Such a move, he argues, would put Trump, who made his money through real estate, on the side of landlords, sharpening the choice for voters.
For the moment there is little indication that the Biden team feels the need to shake up the race. Top advisers in key battleground states like Arizona continue to believe that the state's past rejection of Trump's politics, most recently in 2022, still shapes the electorate. "We know what it takes to win here," said Jen Cox, a senior campaign adviser in that state.
They have a plan, and they show every indication of sticking to it, even if the results may not be evident for months.
"Going door to door and those kinds of things, people really don't get juiced until somewhere toward the end of the summer and the beginning of the fall," Biden told donors at a May 10 reception in Seattle. "But we're -- we're really optimistic."
Clara Ence Morse and Scott Clement contributed to this report.
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Gaza pier suspension another blow to troubled U.S. aid mission
Biden administration officials say it will take days to reassemble the Gaza pier after a section floated away, but that the project remains viable.
By Dan Lamothe, Alex Horton | 2024-05-30

Aid deliveries arriving to Gaza through a temporary U.S. pier were suspended this week after a section broke free in heavy seas. (Maxar Technologies/Reuters)


Repeated mishaps with the Pentagon's Gaza pier have triggered new scrutiny over whether it is safe and sensible to continue using the floating operation to bring humanitarian aid to starving Palestinians, with the Biden administration insisting it can salvage the mission and former military officials split on whether doing so is wise.
Deliveries over the pier were suspended Tuesday after it broke apart in heavy seas. It marked at least the third significant setback in a week; four U.S. Army vessels ran aground on Saturday, and a U.S. soldier was critically injured in an incident last week that the Pentagon has declined to detail.
Administration officials, who say it will take days to reassemble the pier, have acknowledged the difficulties but maintain the project is worth pursuing as part of a broader effort to help alleviate the dire food crisis.
"Why wouldn't we try this?" National Security Council spokesman John Kirby said during a White House news briefing on Wednesday. "If we had this capability, and it was available to us, we have the know-how and the expertise to do it? Why would we leave that on the sidelines?"
President Biden announced the pier's deployment in March, characterizing the effort as an emergency mission in which no U.S. service members would set foot in Gaza. A coterie of U.S. vessels and embarked personnel departed from southern Virginia days later, setting out on a weeks-long transit and targeting early May to have a floating structure operational -- a timetable that slipped as rough seas roiled the Gaza coastline.
Its installation was completed May 16, and officials have said that about 1,000 tons of supplies made it to land before operations were halted. Pentagon officials have said that, after a ramping-up period, they expect to be able to deliver up to 2 million meals per day.
The concept -- known in the Pentagon as Joint Logistics Over-the-Shore, or JLOTS -- has been used by the military for decades, including in recent training exercises. But the pier system has long been limited to sea states of no more than three feet, according to several reports published in military journals. While efforts have been made to overcome that "enduring limitation," more needs to be done, a 2019 assessment in the American Society of Naval Engineers says.

White House National Security Council spokesman John Kirby spoke about the Pentagon's Gaza pier on March 28, after deliveries over the pier were halted.


The Mediterranean Sea, especially in the east, is "notorious for sudden, vicious wind events," said Jim Stavridis, a retired Navy admiral and NATO commander. Heavier anchoring could help, as could positioning large vessels to buffer the operation's weak points from powerful waves, he said, "but in any maritime operation, sometimes the weather can defeat the best laid plans."
Jerry Hendrix, a retired Navy captain, said he had been against the pier's deployment because of the security vulnerabilities U.S. troops could face while operating it just outside a war zone. But the repeated problems with weather already have rendered the mission a "failed project," he said, advocating for the administration to end it.
"Essentially all the winds come down the Med," Hendrix said. "This is fairly all well known by mariners. This is a bad area of the Mediterranean to operate. So the idea of setting up a pier and dock structure? This was going to happen at some point in time."

U.S. troops work to free a vessel that ran aground along the Mediterranean shore on Saturday. (Amir Cohen/Reuters)


Gene Moran, a retired Navy captain, said a sense of urgency to relieve the humanitarian crisis was clear within the Biden administration and that, while assessments were probably done that took the weather into account, commanders appeared to decide they could start the mission during a period of choppy seas.
"They got that wrong," said Moran, now a consultant in Washington.
U.S. troops involved in the project are trying their best, but the Biden administration's reluctance to put American personnel on land has forced a reliance on Israeli forces who are unfamiliar with the pier system, Moran said.
The seas should calm soon, he added, saying that he believes the maritime operation should be part of an "all the above" approach that also includes continued airdrops and pressure from Washington to reopen overland routes so more aid can flow into the Palestinian enclave. Israeli leaders, citing security concerns, have sealed most crossings into Gaza, such as the one in Rafah bordering Egypt, creating bottlenecks for Palestinians on the brink of famine.
"I believe our number one ally in the Middle East should be taking our counsel," Moran said. "They have created this circumstance, and they need to do more about it. This is a crisis of colossal proportions."
Paul Kennedy, a retired Marine Corps general who oversaw multiple humanitarian operations, said he's been left to wonder how well developed the military's plans were to account for challenges like bad weather, accidents and enemy attacks.
"If the decision was made to go, then you're supposed to go in a credible manner," he said. "Your job as commander is to try to minimize all of that."
A senior U.S. defense official, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss a sensitive issue, said that the pier operation was planned with history showing that this time of year generally has favorable sea conditions. The pier broke apart after a North African storm unexpectedly moved offshore, causing conditions to deteriorate quickly, the official said.
Joseph Votel, a retired Army general, said commanders need to "respect the sea," but that the operation can still be viable.
"We have to continue to push this," said Votel, who oversaw operations in the region as head of U.S. Central Command before retiring in 2019. "I think the situation requires it."
The mission's struggles, Votel said, present an opportunity for the administration to put greater pressure on Israel to open the land routes into Gaza. U.S. officials, he added, also could consider moving aid ashore using landing craft, a more conventional method.
"These are emergency situations that we're trying to address," Votel said, "and so the options are not going to be great."
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The right-wing technocratic dream of stopping nonexistent voter fraud
When you're a right-wing actor who's good with computers, you may be confident that you're the one who can prove the existence of something that doesn't exist.
By Philip Bump | 2024-05-30

X.com Chairman Peter Thiel and president and CEO Elon Musk hold up their credit cards in October 2000. (Paul Sakuma/AP)


There is a reason that numbers nerds tend to like elections and sports: Each involves competition that can be tracked in intimate detail through data. There's a human element, sure, voters voting and athletes athleting. But those activities aggregate into scads of data emerging over decades -- data that can be pored over, reformed, dug through and assembled.
In the modern era, though, the availability of all that electoral data presents an increasingly familiar problem: cherry-picking. The internet allowed the pattern-seeking obsessiveness depicted by Russell Crowe in "A Beautiful Mind" to become a sort of leisure activity among conspiracy-minded political enthusiasts. Grab a quote from Whatever.gov and match it to a quote from a speech by President Biden and share it on X and watch the retweets roll in.
Or, if you are good with numbers and/or computers, riffle through sets of data related to the 2020 election -- maybe county-level vote results, maybe census counts; use your imagination! -- and uncover all the voter fraud that Donald Trump claims occurred. Maybe you can rake in money by turning it into a movie, even. It's been a buyer's market for nearly a decade and it shows no signs of slowing up.
Take Douglas Frank. After the 2020 election, Frank became something of a celebrity in Trumpworld for his math-adjacent assessments of how rampant voter fraud must have occurred. His analysis was not particularly robust: He used results from a few counties in a state to create estimates of data in the rest of the counties and then suggested that the accuracy of the estimates proved some process of manipulation. But he became a mini-celebrity anyway, offering a presentation before a Trump speech and becoming a sidekick to MyPillow CEO Mike Lindell on the voter-fraud event circuit.
The problem here, as with cherry-picked theories of malfeasance in general, is that the availability of information has wildly outpaced familiarity with the systems that produce that information. Frank thought he'd found evidence of fraud by plunking numbers into a spreadsheet, but he never endeavored to explain how such fraud would have been possible across different states and different counties with different processes for casting and tallying votes. He and those like him portrayed themselves as though they were Sherlock Holmes uncovering fingerprints at a crime scene but were, in reality, pulling together little arced lines from different areas on the moon's surface.
Those who fervently believe in the existence of rampant voter fraud are generally unfamiliar with the existing checks aimed at preventing fraud -- in part because those checks are often either obvious or behind the scenes. Voter registration itself, for example, is a key element: matching voters to names and addresses makes it far harder for people to cast illegal votes. Fraud is detected in every election, yielding a small number of criminal charges for double-voting or other illegal activity. The small number is, in part, because there is so little interest in casting a vote illegally; you're going to commit a federal crime to give your preferred presidential candidate one more vote in your state? On occasion, there are arrests related to larger conspiracies -- conspiracies that include more people and therefore make them more likely to be uncovered.
In other words, there is evidence that the system works well as is and no evidence that it doesn't. Which brings us to Elon Musk.
On Wednesday, the Wall Street Journal reported that the Tesla CEO and X owner has grown increasingly close to Trump. This isn't terribly surprising; Musk's Trump-friendly politics (and Trump-like persona) has been obvious for some time. But there was one new detail that stuck out.
"Musk and [investor Nelson] Peltz have told acquaintances they are working on a data-driven project to ensure votes are fairly counted, echoing Trump's accusations of widespread fraud in the 2020 election," the paper reports. The pair "described the initiative to Trump in the March meeting, according to a person familiar with that discussion."
This is a very Muskian idea: take an existing product and use his tech savvy to revamp it. It worked for him with Tesla, to a large extent. It has not worked particularly well with his more-recent takeover of Twitter.
Unfortunately for his odds of success, a plan to overlay data analysis onto our elections to uproot fraud has more echoes of the Twitter effort than the Tesla one. For one thing, it is obviously rooted in Musk's increasingly surreal view of politics. He's not trying to prevent voter fraud because there's rampant voter fraud. He's doing it because the bubble in which he operates says there's rampant fraud -- just as the same people in that same bubble insisted, inaccurately, that Twitter was unfairly muting right-wing voices. For another, this idea is not particularly innovative.
This approach has been tried before, and not just by the Douglas Franks of the world. Trump himself instantiated a presidential commission centered on uncovering rampant fraud after he won the 2016 election. It collapsed in failure without uncovering any rampant fraud. Trump's campaign hired researchers to prove fraud after the 2020 election. They didn't find any. Trump's campaign kept that to themselves.
It wasn't only Trump. George W. Bush's administration also tried to root out voter fraud, finding no evidence that it was occurring to a significant degree. Trump allies such as former Kansas secretary of state Kris Kobach (who also served on Trump's commission) attempted to prove that rampant fraud occurred. They didn't.
But Musk, true to form, seems to think that he will succeed where others have failed. The issue isn't that the system works and has checks in place to prevent fraud from happening and, therefore, that rampant fraud doesn't happen. The problem, instead, is that an insufficient level of genius has been applied to the problem, and once it is, reality will reveal itself like the blooming of a corpse flower. What is needed, the theory appears to be, is a guy who is good with numbers.
That's what Douglas Frank thought, too.
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While Trump waits for verdict, they wed
Meet the couples braving the chaos to get married at the Manhattan courthouse next door to Trump's hush money trial
By Amber Ferguson | 2024-05-30

Anna Gold, 43, and Sam Alcoff, 45, stand outside the Office of the City Clerk in Lower Manhattan with their two children, Arthur and Nina. The pair wed after nearly 18 years together. (Amber Ferguson/The Washington Post)


NEW YORK -- Donning a chiffon V-neck white wedding dress, Joy Chamberlain got off the subway with her partner Stephen Pengelly and asked a news reporter what the commotion was all about.
The pair quickly discovered they were about to wed in the courthouse right around the corner from where jurors were deliberating in former president Donald Trump's hush money trial on Wednesday.
Though the streets of Lower Manhattan were overwhelmed with law enforcement, groups of protesters, and a plethora of satellite trucks and antsy media, there was a sliver of peace and an aura of love inside the Office of the City Clerk, in the building next door to the Trump trial. Civil marriage ceremonies were still taking place just feet away from where Trump's first criminal case was coming to a conclusion.
Couples just had to navigate their way inside.
Chamberlain, 44, and Pengelly, 45, said they traveled from the Midlands, United Kingdom, to elope in New York City after being together for 17 years and raising three children. They were set to wed in the Big Apple in 2020 but the pandemic derailed their plans at the time.
"This is absolutely chaos," Pengelly kept repeating while standing on the sidewalk. "Everything is shut down. It's absolutely chaos." The two walked around a loop for several blocks due to street closures. "This seems like a lot of money being spent for a trial," Pengelly quipped.

Stephen Pengelly and Joy Chamberlain traveled from the Midlands, U.K. to elope in New York City.


Toni Cardenas, 66, said the day was "historical."
"The jury got the case today. So here we are. Two important things happening at the same time," Cardenas said, turning to her fiance, Marilyn Valdes, 64.
Another bride-to-be Maya Kelley, 31, had to show police officers proof that she had an appointment to get her marriage license so they would allow her to enter the street to the courthouse. "They wanted to see different documentation. I might've chosen a different day to do this if I had known about the trial," she said.
The court proceedings also made some couples late to their weddings because of increased traffic.
Yelitza Colon and Arbelys Alzatara-Pena jumped out of a taxi and hurried up the steps 15 minutes past their appointment time.
Guards inside quickly moved them through security. "I've seen some about the trial," Colon, 26, said. "But I just really haven't paid attention because Trump isn't somebody that I associate myself with at all."

Yelitza Colon and Arbelys Alzatara-Pena got married on May 29 at a Manhattan courthouse where former president Donald Trump was in for his hush money trial.


Colon and Alzatara-Pena, also 26, have only been dating six months, after meeting at their jobs at Wingstop, but Colon said it was love at first sight. The pair chose Wednesday to marry because it was on the only day Colon had off from work, and they wanted to be legally married before living together.
As the two sat on green benches among a couple dozen other couples waiting their turn to sign their marriage certificate, Colon's mother rushed down the hall just in time to witness the ceremony which lasted less than five minutes in front of a judge.
Anna Gold and Sam Alcoff picked up their two kids, Nina, 9, and Arthur, 13, from school so the children could see their parents finally get married. Their wedding was postponed last month, and their marriage license was going to expire soon, they said.
"We did not intend it to be the same day as the Trump jury" was deliberating, Alcoff, 45, joked. "It was a lucky coincidence."
The couple have been together almost 18 years but decided to now get married so Gold, 43, who is recently unemployed, could get on Alcoff's health insurance.
"We have a very strong relationship. And we were procrastinating maybe a little bit about it," Alcoff said.

Anna Gold and Sam Alcoff got married on May 29 at a Manhattan courthouse, accompanied their two kids Nina, 9, and Arthur, 13.


Many people were all smiles but some, mostly brides wearing high heels and dresses with long trains, left the courthouse frustrated due to street closures. "Can we just walk right there, our car is on the other side?," one bride told a New York police officer standing behind a barricade on Centre Street, where the criminal courthouse was located. "No. No one but media and people going to court can come down here. I'm sorry. Congratulations on your wedding though," the officer replied.
One soon-to-be bride waiting to get her marriage license told The Washington Post that Wednesday was the only day she works from home. She and her fiance booked a 2 p.m. appointment time during her "lunch break."
A groom, Sunny Kim, decided to marry his fiance Shayna on his 30th birthday. "We thought the trial was over. We had no idea it was still going on today," Kim said.
Wedding photographer Taylor Heby tried to convince the couples she works with to get married in Brooklyn this week to avoid the mayhem. But one of her clients, a couple secretly eloping, drove two hours from Westchester, N.Y., because they wanted the Manhattan wedding experience.
"I'm most concerned about photos. I normally take pictures in the park across the street," Heby said. "For this couple, we're going to go up to Central Park so that we're clear from all the madness."
About 45 minutes after arriving to the courthouse, Chamberlain and Pengelly officially became husband and wife. The couple swooned over each other as they held hands.
Pengelly has no regrets but does wish their timing was a little better. "We missed Robert De Niro yesterday," he said, referring to the actor who a day earlier had led a campaign event for President Biden outside the courthouse. "We were a bit disappointed."
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Most House Republicans who backed Trump challengers cruised to primary victories
 Few House Republicans backed GOP opponents to Trump's White House bid. Most have not suffered major consequences in their own primaries. 
By Patrick Svitek | 2024-05-30

Rep. Thomas Massie (R-Ky.) arrives for a  House committee meeting at the U.S. Capitol in Washington on April 18. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


Few House Republicans went against Donald Trump in the 2024 presidential primaries and endorsed one of his challengers. But among those who did and sought reelection, almost all have evaded competitive primaries of their own -- or, in some cases, any opposition whatsoever.
The results belie the narrative that crossing the famously vindictive Trump can be a political death wish for members of Congress. But the races also played out during a presidential election year in which Trump needs a unified GOP in his rematch against President Biden and may be more preoccupied with his own race and four criminal cases.
Last week, two House Republicans who had endorsed Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis (R) against Trump -- Reps. Thomas Massie (Ky.) and Rich McCormick (Ga.) -- cruised through their primaries. Massie defeated two challengers with over three-quarters of the vote, while McCormick was unopposed -- and even got Trump's endorsement two days before.
"Ultimately for me, I think it didn't make a lot of difference, and in fact it may have helped me to have campaigned with Ron DeSantis and gone on national TV for him," Massie said in an interview, saying he gained new donors aligned with DeSantis and "engendered some goodwill with some of my constituents who are Never Trumpers."
Most of the House Republicans quickly endorsed Trump after DeSantis or Haley dropped out. McCormick threw his support to Trump days after DeSantis ended his campaign, and while Massie has not formally backed Trump, he expects to be a delegate for him at the national convention.
Trump's campaign did not respond to a request for comment for this story.
The lack of primary competition is not for a lack of trying by Trump, either implicitly or explicitly. In some cases, he withheld reelection endorsements for House Republicans who endorsed DeSantis or Haley as he backed other GOP members from their states.
He publicly called for primary challengers to Rep. Chip Roy (Tex.) in December as Roy was making trips to Iowa for DeSantis. But the Texas filing deadline had passed a week earlier, and Roy was unopposed.
More recently, Trump issued a request for primary opponents to another DeSantis backer, Rep. Laurel Lee (Fla.), but the state's candidate filing deadline passed last month without any high-profile names stepping forward.
Rep. Tom McClintock (Calif.), who also backed DeSantis, faced no GOP opposition in California's nonpartisan March primary. And Rep. Ralph Norman, the only House Republican to endorse Haley, has not drawn any opposition in South Carolina's June 11 primary.
The lone exception to the trend appears to be Rep. Bob Good (R-Va.), who is in a fierce June 11 primary against a challenger, John McGuire, who has attacked him as a "Never Trumper" for backing DeSantis before Trump. Trump endorsed McGuire on Tuesday, saying Good "turned his back on our incredible movement" and was too late to fall in line behind the former president.
Good's predicament is unique, however. He has also drawn the ire of former House speaker Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.) -- whom he helped oust last year along with seven other Republicans -- as well as Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Ga.), a vocal Trump ally who has said Good "betrayed" the former president.
Trump's penchant for political retribution is well-known. Of the 10 House Republicans who voted to impeach Trump after the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol, just two are still in office -- and Trump is backing a primary challenger to one of them, Rep. Dan Newhouse (Wash.).
Some of the House Republicans who endorsed Trump's primary opponents took highly public roles with their campaigns. Norman introduced Haley at her campaign kickoff, and in addition to Roy, Massie and McCormick went to Iowa to campaign for DeSantis.
Lee's support for DeSantis also stood out. A former secretary of state appointed by DeSantis, she was the only House Republican from Florida to endorse him.
Trump took to his Truth Social platform in late March to ask if "any great MAGA Republicans" were willing to challenge Lee, and if so, to "PLEASE STEP FORWARD." Massie came to Lee's defense, saying on X that more Republicans should denounce Trump's "ridiculous bullying tactics."
Lee ended up drawing two primary opponents: James Judge, who ran unsuccessfully for another Florida House seat in 2022, and Jennifer Barbosa, who ran for Congress in California as an independent in 2020 and got 6 percent of the vote.
Sens. Rick Scott and Marco Rubio -- a possible Trump running mate -- endorsed Lee for reelection earlier this month.
"The Congresswoman greatly respects President Trump and supports his re-election fully," Lee campaign spokesperson Sarah Bascom said in a statement. "We are focused on the Congresswoman's re-election and supporting President Trump defeating Joe Biden."
As for Norman, he said his "deep red track record" in a deep-red district was more important in his primary than his Haley backing.
"Almost every endorsement, regardless of the race or candidate, will churn up a few vocal individuals who threaten primary challenges," Norman said in a statement. "However, a primary challenger needs more to run on than simply who his opponent endorsed."
Rob Godfrey, a South Carolina Republican consultant who once worked for Norman, said one reason Norman endorsed Haley is because they have a long-standing relationship and felt a loyalty to her that is the "kind of thing that President Trump and his team understand better than anything else."
"At the end of the day, if you're looking for people to challenge, Ralph Norman's just not worth the time because he's popular in his district and he's somebody you're going to be able to count on if you're President Trump if you're elected president again," Godfrey said.
Norman was part of a group of House Republicans who traveled to New York earlier this month to show support for Trump during his hush money trial. Good was also in the group, but McGuire went separately the same day.
Eric Deters, one of Massie's primary challengers last week, said Trump's endorsement "means everything" but also said he understood the former president has to be discerning.
"In my race even if I had his endorsement I may not have won because Massie is pretty safe," Deters wrote in an email. "I was pleased he did not endorse Massie knowing he would probably win."
Massie has not formally endorsed Trump for president yet, but he downplayed any lingering tension. He has been elected to be a delegate from Kentucky to the national GOP convention where Trump is set to be formally nominated.
"Obviously I hope he beats Joe Biden," Massie said, "and I'll almost certainly be a delegate for him."
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Nikki Haley criticized for writing 'Finish Them!' on artillery shell in Israel
Nikki Haley, the former Republican presidential candidate and U.N. ambassador, wrote "Finish Them!" on an artillery shell during a days-long trip to Israel.
By Jonathan Edwards | 2024-05-30

Former Republican presidential contender Nikki Haley and Israeli lawmaker Danny Danon on Monday visit the site of the Nova festival, where partygoers were killed and kidnapped during the Oct. 7 attack by Hamas, in Reim, southern Israel. (Amir Cohen/Reuters)


Nikki Haley took a purple pen, crouched down in a tactical vest and signed an artillery shell while visiting Israel this week. "Finish Them!" she wrote.
The former U.S. ambassador to the United Nations and Republican presidential candidate penned the message Tuesday while touring an artillery station along Israel's northern border with Lebanon. It was part of a days-long trip to the country during which she has met with families of some of the roughly 1,200 people killed and 253 taken hostage when Hamas attacked on Oct. 7. Haley toured the wreckage caused by the attack and visited the site of the Nova music festival in southern Israel where partygoers were killed and kidnapped.

This photo provided by the office of Israeli lawmaker Danny Danon shows Nikki Haley signing an artillery shell while touring Israel's northern border with Lebanon on Tuesday. (Office of Israeli lawmaker Danny Danon/AP) 


Haley and representatives from her defunct presidential campaign did not immediately respond to requests for comment from The Washington Post.
In an interview with the Israel Hayom newspaper, which is run by Republican mega donor Miriam Adelson, Haley echoed her message on the bomb.
"We know as long as Hamas exists, it can happen again, and that's why I've said from the very beginning, you need to finish them -- once and for all," she said. Haley spoke with the newspaper Monday after visiting Nir Oz, where more than one-quarter of residents were either killed or kidnapped on Oct. 7.
Haley's visit comes as Israeli leaders face intensifying criticism that they're not doing enough to protect civilians in Gaza and may have committed war crimes during the country's war against Hamas. It also follows a recent Israeli airstrike that started a fire in a camp for displaced Palestinians. Weapons experts said U.S.-made bombs were used in the strike.
On Tuesday, Danny Danon, a member of the Knesset, Israel's parliament, and the country's former representative to the United Nations, posted photos to X showing him accompanying Haley to the artillery station. The photos show Haley writing the "Finish Them!" message, followed by: "America [heart] Israel. Always, Nikki Haley."
Haley said last week she will vote for former president Donald Trump in the November election. In a March interview with the Israel Hayom, Trump said, "You have to finish up your war. To finish it up. You gotta get it done."

Danny Danon, a member of the Knesset, Israel's parliament, left, and Nikki Haley, former U.S. ambassador to the United Nations, on Monday visit a home torched by Hamas on Kibbutz Nir Oz in southern Israel. A quarter of Nir Oz residents were killed or kidnapped by Hamas on Oct. 7. (Maya Alleruzzo/AP)


Criticism quickly followed the images of Haley writing on the artillery shell.
On Wednesday, Amnesty International USA shared the images with a message about how conflict zones are "no place for stunts." And the Council on American-Islamic Relations condemned her for writing "a violent message" two days after an Israeli airstrike on a tent camp in Rafah killed at least 45 people. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu called the attack a "tragic accident" after the Israeli military repeatedly described it as a targeted strike on a Hamas compound using "precise munitions" and "precise intelligence."

Former U.S. ambassador to the United Nations Nikki Haley (left) meets with Hamas attack survivor Tali Biner during a visit to the Nova festival site on Monday in Israel. (Amir Levy/Getty Images)


Haley has been a staunch supporter of Israel for years. In October, when she was still pursuing the Republican presidential nomination, she spoke at the Republican Jewish Coalition summit, where she said she would never criticize Israel's prime minister "in the middle of tragedy and war."
Last week, she chastised the Biden administration's decision to withhold weapons from Israel, saying that doing so "validates the totally false and destructive narrative that Israel is acting unjustly by defending herself," adding that she thinks Israel "is conducting its war of self-defense more humanely than any army in history."
During a 2017 visit to Israel as U.N. ambassador during the Trump administration, Haley told Netanyahu that the United Nations bullies Israel. Her comment came a day after she said that the United States might withdraw from the U.N. Human Rights Council unless it changed its ways in general and its negative stance on Israel in particular, The Post reported at the time.
And in 2018, Haley defended Israel during an emergency meeting of the U.N. Security Council as Israel faced harsh criticism from around the world for shooting Palestinians who were protesting at the Gaza border during clashes that killed at least 60.
"I ask my colleagues here in the Security Council: Who among us would accept this type of activity on your border?" Haley said at the time. "No one would. No country in this chamber would act with more restraint than Israel has."
Haley continued her defense of Israel during her latest visit.
"When Hamas promises they will do it again, Israel should believe them," she wrote Wednesday on X. "Israel must do whatever is necessary to protect her people from evil. Americans must remember that when Iran and Hamas chant 'Death to Israel' they also promise 'Death to America'. Israel is fighting America's enemies."
Dan Rosenzweig-Ziff contributed to this report.
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RFK Jr. files complaint over potential exclusion from debate stage
In a complaint to the Federal Election Commission, Kennedy alleges that President Biden and Donald Trump "colluded" to keep him from participating in a June 27 debate.
By Amy B Wang, Meryl Kornfield | 2024-05-30

Independent presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr. (Kevin Mohatt/Reuters)


The presidential campaign of independent candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr. announced Wednesday it had filed a complaint with the Federal Election Commission about Kennedy's potential exclusion from a planned June 27 debate on CNN between President Biden and former president Donald Trump.
In the complaint, filed Tuesday, Kennedy's campaign alleges that Biden, Trump, their respective campaigns and CNN "colluded" to leave Kennedy off the debate stage. The complaint also alleges that CNN's decision to hold the debate could be tantamount to the network making "prohibited corporate contributions" to Biden and Trump's campaigns and thus violate the Federal Election Campaign Act -- a claim met with dubiousness by one campaign finance expert.
Kennedy's campaign is asking the FEC to act no later than June 20 to prevent the debate from taking place "until the Parties have come into compliance with the Federal Election Campaign Act," to impose any appropriate fines and provide other remedies as necessary.
A representative for Biden's campaign did not immediately respond to a request for comment Wednesday, while a spokesman for Trump's campaign said in a statement that the presumptive Republican nominee would have "no problem" debating Kennedy.
This month, Trump said he was willing to debate Biden at the two times in June and September that Biden had proposed, rather than at the traditional meetings organized by the bipartisan Commission on Presidential Debates. Soon after, both candidates announced they had agreed to two televised debates: one on June 27 hosted by CNN and another on Sept. 10 hosted by ABC.
That same day, Kennedy on social media accused Biden and Trump of "colluding" to exclude him from the debate stage.
Polls have shown Kennedy would not have qualified to appear on the debate stage if Biden and Trump had agreed to meetings organized by the Commission on Presidential Debates. However, the networks' proposed rules opened a path for Kennedy. To qualify for the CNN debate, candidates must by June 20 appear on enough state ballots to give them a path to reach 270 electoral votes, as well as receive at least 15 percent in four national polls that meet the network's standards. The ABC debate has similar qualification requirements.
A CNN spokesman, in a statement to The Post, said the major-party candidates don't have to petition states for ballot access, which satisfies the electoral college criteria for the debate.
"As the presumptive nominees of their parties both Biden and Trump will satisfy this requirement," the statement said. "As an independent candidate, under applicable laws [Kennedy] does not. The mere application for ballot access does not guarantee that he will appear on the ballot in any state. In addition, [Kennedy] does not currently meet our polling criteria, which, like the other objective criteria, were set before issuing invitations to the debate."
Aides to Kennedy predicted he would be on track to get enough ballot access by June 20 if they were to speed up their timeline for turning in signatures. Last week, Kennedy campaign spokeswoman Stefanie Spear noted that Kennedy had reached the 15 percent threshold in the third of his four polls needed to qualify for CNN's debate.
Kennedy's campaign has acquired the signatures or expects to soon for states that would add up to 270 electoral votes but is not sure if states will certify the results in time, according to a person familiar with the plans who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss private conversations. The campaign is also aware that its early submission of signatures could give Democrats and others an opening to file objections in states where it is seeking ballot access.
"Some experts today question how much impact debates have when partisan identities are so strong that people watch to cheer on their candidate, rather than to make up their minds," Kennedy wrote in an op-ed for Newsweek last week. "But this election is an exception, because a wild card has entered the stacked deck of two-party politics. That wild card is my insurgent candidacy, which defies polarizing left-right categorization."
But Biden advisers said this month that they had told CNN the president would participate only in debates that were one-on-one with Trump and that they did not agree to another debate Trump suggested, on Fox News in October. The same day, a Trump campaign official said a CNN producer had given assurances in a call that "RFK will not be on the stage," after describing the criteria for the event.
In its FEC complaint, Kennedy's campaign cited those reports as evidence that CNN set its debate requirements merely to exclude candidates who were not Biden or Trump.
"CNN did not adhere to the regulations and select the debate participants using pre-established and objective criteria," the complaint states. "Instead, and what is clear from the record, CNN allowed candidates Biden and Trump to set the criteria and therefore select themselves as the only participants."
Saurav Ghosh, director of federal campaign finance reform at the nonprofit Campaign Legal Center, said it would be an "uphill legal climb" for Kennedy's campaign to successfully argue that CNN hosting a debate with only Biden and Trump is effectively a corporate campaign contribution.
"I think the challenging aspect of that argument is that CNN is a for-profit media corporation, and they can make decisions about what is ultimately their business interest, [such as] who to include in an event that they're airing and they're trying to get as many eyeballs as possible," Ghosh said Wednesday. "Discretionary decisions about which candidates to invite to that program I think could be pretty easily defended on the ground that commercial decisions are what's driving that."
Under the Federal Election Campaign Act, costs incurred by media organizations in covering a news story are also exempt from being considered campaign contributions, unless the outlet is owned or controlled by a political entity. In its complaint, Kennedy's team argues that CNN's actions in this case do not meet the requirements for the media exemption because organizing a debate is not "a news story, commentary, or editorial" but rather "an activity that may give rise to a news story."
Ghosh said he could see the argument on both sides but disagreed that the media exemption did not apply. He pointed out that there have been previous FEC complaints that unsuccessfully argued that being excluded from a media-sponsored election event is itself a violation of federal campaign law.
"I think that logic is the same whether it's a town hall event or it's a debate," Ghosh said. "There's sort of a basic First Amendment interest in making sure we have robust coverage of election candidates. ... At least in spirit, it does seem like the media exemption is still relevant here."
Michael Scherer contributed to this report.
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Justice Alito tells Congress he will not recuse from Jan. 6-related cases
Some Democrats asked whether Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr. could be impartial after an upside-down flag flew at his home following the 2021 U.S. Capitol attack.
By Ann Marimow, Justin Jouvenal | 2024-05-30

Supreme Court Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr., left, and his wife, Martha-Ann Alito, pay their respects at the casket of the Rev. Billy Graham at the Rotunda of the U.S. Capitol Building in Washington in 2018. (Pablo Martinez Monsivais/AP)


Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr. on Wednesday rejected calls to recuse himself from Jan. 6-related cases at the Supreme Court after Democratic lawmakers questioned whether he could avoid the appearance of bias following reports that an upside-down flag flew at his home in the weeks after the attack on the U.S. Capitol in 2021.
In a letter to Democratic leaders in the House and Senate, Alito said that flag and a second, religious-themed flag also embraced by Jan. 6 rioters, were flown by his wife without his knowledge, and that the incidents do not meet the conditions for recusal outlined in the Supreme Court's code of conduct.
Alito disclosed for the first time that he was not aware of the upside-down flag outside his home in the Alexandria section of Fairfax County, Va., until it was called to his attention and that his wife initially resisted taking it down.
"As soon as I saw it, I asked my wife to take it down, but for several days, she refused," Alito wrote in the letter to Sens. Dick Durbin (Ill.) and Sheldon Whitehouse (R.I.), who oversee the federal courts in their respective roles as chairmen of the Senate Judiciary Committee and a judicial oversight subcommittee.
"My wife is fond of flying flags. I am not," he added, "My wife was solely responsible for having flagpoles put up at our residence and our vacation home and has flown a wide variety of flags over the years."
The upside-down flag -- long used as a sign of distress, especially by the U.S. military -- has become a symbol of the "Stop the Steal" movement that falsely claims the 2020 election was stolen from Donald Trump.
Another flag carried by Jan. 6 rioters, this one embraced by Christian nationalists who want to find a greater place for religion in public life, was flown outside Alito's vacation home in New Jersey last summer.
Alito said in the letter that he had not been familiar with the "Appeal to Heaven" flag when his wife flew it, but that she may have mentioned its history, which dates back to the American Revolution. He said he "assumed she was flying it to express a patriotic and religious message."
The justice wrote that he was "not aware of any connection between this historic flag and the 'Stop the Steal movement,' and neither was my wife."
Martha-Ann Alito "did not fly it to associate herself with that or any other group," the justice wrote, "and the use of an old, historic flag by a new group does not necessarily drain that flag of all other meanings."
He did not make the same distinction for the upside down American flag flown at their Virginia home.
Following news reports about the flags, Democrats asked Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. to ensure that Alito would not participate in deciding a pair of major cases the Supreme Court is slated to rule on in the coming weeks: whether Trump may be criminally prosecuted for his efforts to remain in office after losing the 2020 election, and whether the Justice Department can use an obstruction charge to prosecute more than 300 Jan. 6 rioters.
Individual justices decide for themselves whether to recuse, and it was Alito who responded to lawmakers on Wednesday.
Alito has previously said that his wife flew the upside-down flag because she was upset following a neighborhood dispute involving an anti-Trump yard sign.
He told lawmakers Wednesday that her reasons for raising the flag "are not relevant for present purposes," even as he again noted her distress at the time "due, in large part, to a very nasty neighborhood dispute."
The letter also noted that Martha-Ann Alito has made many sacrifices to accommodate the justice's work on the Supreme Court, including being subject to "loud, obscene, and personally insulting protests in front of our home" that began after Alito wrote the majority opinion in 2022 to overturn Roe v. Wade and eliminate the nationwide right to abortion.
The Alitos and neighbors have offered conflicting accounts of who started the dispute and how it unfolded.
Alito previously said in an interview with a Fox News reporter that a neighbor displayed an anti-Trump sign with an expletive in January 2021. Mrs. Alito complained to the neighbor the sign was near a school bus stop and an argument ensued.
In a narrative he repeated in Wednesday's letter, Alito said the neighbor then put up a sign directly attacking his wife and blaming her for the Jan. 6 attacks. Alito said the couple were out walking and a fight ensued with a man at the neighbor's home, during which the man called Martha-Ann a derogatory name for a part of the female anatomy. In his letter, Alito called the term "the vilest epithet that can be addressed to a woman."
Alito told Fox News his wife was distressed over the encounter, so she flew the upside-down flag.
A woman who lives down the street from the Alitos and spoke on the condition of anonymity to protect her privacy told The Washington Post earlier this month that her adult daughter brought home signs from a protest and put them up in front of their home. The woman said Martha-Ann Alito made comments about the signs while passing one day, and a heated argument ensued.
The New York Times reported Tuesday that there was a discrepancy in Alito's story. A police call indicated the incident during which his wife was called a derogatory name occurred on Feb. 15, weeks after the upside-down flag was flown.
A Post reporter who got a tip about the flag flying upside-down in January 2021 went to the Alitos' home at that time to investigate it and spoke to the couple but did not report the incident at the time.
Martha-Ann Alito shouted that the flag was "an international signal of distress!" and told the reporter, who is now retired, to get off their property. She and her husband suggested that the flag was raised in response to an argument with neighbors.
The Post did not report on the encounter at the time because it was not clear then that the argument was rooted in politics and because Justice Alito said Martha-Ann Alito was the one who raised the flag.
Alito and his wife did not immediately respond to requests for comment Wednesday.
In a statement Wednesday, Durbin said Alito's refusal to recuse demonstrates why the Supreme Court needs an enforceable code of conduct like the one included in legislation approved by his committee.
"Flying the American flag upside down at his home is a signal of defiance, which raises reasonable questions about bias and fairness in cases pending before the Court," Durbin said.
Last fall, in response to other controversies over the court's ethics, the Supreme Court adopted for the first time a code of conduct that applies specifically to the nine justices. The code says a justice should disqualify from cases in which the justice's "impartiality might reasonably be questioned," where an unbiased person familiar with all the facts and circumstances "would doubt that the justice could fairly discharge his or her duties."
Ethics experts have said that displaying politically charged symbols outside a justice's home is enough to create the appearance of bias. But Alito, in his letter, took a different approach about the two flags.
"My wife is a private citizen, and she possesses the same First Amendment rights as every other American," Alito wrote. "She makes her own decisions, and I have always respected her right to do so."
In rejecting the lawmakers' request to step aside from the cases related to the 2020 election, Alito wrote that he is "confident that a reasonable person who is not motivated by political or ideological considerations or a desire to affect the outcome of the Supreme Court cases" would conclude that the flag-flying at his homes do not require recusal.
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Samuel Alito has decided that Samuel Alito is sufficiently impartial
That notwithstanding the significant questions that remain about the flag that flew outside the Supreme Court justice's Virginia home.
By Philip Bump | 2024-05-29

Supreme Court Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr. in July 2019 (Carolyn Kaster/AP)


Supreme Court Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr.'s reason for skipping Joe Biden's inauguration on Jan. 20, 2021, was presented by the court's spokeswoman: Several justices, presumably including Alito, "elected not to attend the inauguration ceremony in light of the public health risks posed by the COVID pandemic."
So where were Alito and his wife headed that same afternoon when The Washington Post's Robert Barnes showed up at their house to ask about an upside-down flag that had flown outside their home?
This new detail, the exchange between Barnes and the Alitos, emerged over the weekend. Barnes wrote The Post's January 2021 story about the justices who didn't attend the inauguration, including the quote from the spokeswoman. But when he arrived at their home in Northern Virginia, the Alitos were coming out of their house and getting into their car. Martha-Ann Alito, the justice's wife, asked Barnes to get off their property before being told why he was there.
The flag, she exclaimed, was "an international signal of distress." For his part, Alito "denied the flag was hung upside down as a political protest, saying it stemmed from a neighborhood dispute and indicating that his wife had raised it," our recent report explained. This comports with what Alito told the New York Times when it sought comment on its original report about the upside-down flag.
Flying a flag upside down is, in fact, a symbol of distress. And that was fairly common knowledge in January 2021, as the upside-down flag had become a symbol of resistance to Biden's forthcoming presidency and was carried by some who attended the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol.
A second report from the Times detailed the dispute with those neighbors. After the Capitol riot, reporter Jodi Kantor revealed, a house down the street from the Alitos put out homemade lawn signs reading "Trump Is a Fascist" and "You Are Complicit." The latter was not meant to target the Alitos, neighbor Emily Baden told Kantor, but Republicans in general.
Maybe. But the street on which both houses sit is a cul-de-sac, with the Baden home sitting closer to the entrance. To get to their home several houses up the block, the Alitos would have had to drive by. One can see how the Alitos might have felt targeted.
But this raises another issue. If the flag was intended to serve as a rejoinder to the Badens, it would not be an effective one since there would be no reason for the Badens to drive further down their dead-end street. In fact, Emily Baden told Kantor that she never saw the flag at all.
On Wednesday, Alito sent a letter to Sens. Dick Durbin (D-Ill.) and Sheldon Whitehouse (D-R.I.) asserting that he saw no need to recuse himself from decisions related to Donald Trump's efforts to retain power after losing the 2020 election.
"I am confident," he wrote, "that a reasonable person who is not motivated by political or ideological considerations or a desire to affect the outcome of Supreme Court cases would conclude that the events recounted above do not meet the applicable standard for recusal."
Those recounted events centered on the flag -- for which he offered no direct explanation.
"My wife's reasons for flying the flag are not relevant for present purposes," he wrote in the letter, "but I note that she was greatly distressed at the time due, in large part, to a very nasty neighborhood dispute in which I had no involvement." Among other elements, he wrote, the dispute involved a man using "the vilest epithet that can be addressed to a woman" in addressing his wife.
The Times reports that this exchange occurred not before the inauguration -- explaining why the flag was seen outside of his house at that point -- but instead in mid-February. This version of events, relayed by Emily Baden, was corroborated by a call she placed to police.
There had been more than one encounter with the Badens before Barnes's arrival, though, according to that report. One was the day after the Capitol riot, on Jan. 7 -- 10 days before the flag was photographed outside the Alito household. The Alitos and Badens also confronted one another at some point on Jan. 20 before Barnes's visit -- an encounter that would have been top of mind when Barnes asked Alito whether the flag bore any political meaning.
In his letter, Alito again insisted that he had nothing to do with the flag.
"I was not even aware of the upside-down flag until it was called to my attention. As soon as I saw it, I asked my wife to take it down, but for several days, she refused," he wrote. He described this effort in strikingly legalistic terms: Since she is co-owner of the house, he continued, his wife "therefore has the legal right to use the property as she sees fit, and there were no additional steps that I could have taken to have the flag taken down more promptly."
This is a striking claim: that he apparently believed the flag should be taken down but that his efforts to effect that happening were stymied by Martha-Ann Alito's property rights. You will also note that his letter doesn't suggest that the flag was a response to the Badens but, instead, that it coincidentally flew at a time when his wife was "greatly distressed" by her neighbors.
The reason the flag flew is "not relevant for present purposes," he asserts -- though the purpose of the letter was to establish that the flag was not an indication of his views of Trump's efforts to retain power.
What we are left with is that Alito didn't put the flag up but didn't do much to take it down. It flew some days after an encounter with their neighbors, albeit not the ones that involved the most vitriol. And if it was intended as a signal to those neighbors, it was one that they almost certainly would not have seen.
We also know that Alito's concern about the coronavirus was too significant to allow him to participate in Biden's inauguration but not significant enough to keep him at home when The Post's reporter showed up that day. And we know that, in Alito's estimation, none of this should cause any objective observer to have any questions about his views of the former or the current president.
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Musk tried to 'punish' critics, judge rules, in tossing a lawsuit
A federal judge ruled the lawsuit against the Center for Countering Digital Hate was about "punishing the defendants for their speech."
By Will Oremus, Taylor Telford | 2024-05-29

X's sign-in page. (Darko Vojinovic/AP)


A federal judge in California on Monday threw out the entirety of a lawsuit by Elon Musk's X against the nonprofit Center for Countering Digital Hate (CCDH), ruling that the lawsuit was an attempt to silence X's critics.
"X Corp.'s motivation in bringing this case is evident," U.S. District Judge Charles R. Breyer wrote in a 52-page ruling. "X Corp. has brought this case in order to punish CCDH for CCDH publications that criticized X Corp. -- and perhaps in order to dissuade others who might wish to engage in such criticism."
X sued the Washington, D.C.-based nonprofit in July 2023 after it published a report alleging that the social network was profiting from hate after Musk reinstated scores of previously suspended accounts of "neo-Nazis, white supremacists, misogynists and spreaders of dangerous conspiracy theories." X alleged that the group improperly gained access to data about X and that its claims influenced advertisers to spend less money on the site, costing X tens of millions of dollars in lost revenue.
The ruling is a win for research groups that study online platforms and a blow to Musk's campaign to portray X's loss of advertisers as a vast conspiracy against him. Under Musk, X has also sued the nonprofit Media Matters for America in federal court in Texas, and it threatened to sue the Anti-Defamation League before reaching a detente with that group.
Musk "certainly doesn't seem to champion free-speech rights when the speaker is being critical of him," said David Greene, senior staff attorney and civil liberties director at the digital rights nonprofit Electronic Frontier Foundation.
Breyer dismissed the suit under California's strict laws against what are known as SLAPPs, or strategic lawsuits against public participation. The judge did not mince words in his finding that the suit lacked merit and appeared to be a blatant attempt to intimidate researchers and critics.
"Sometimes it is unclear what is driving a litigation, and only by reading between the lines of a complaint can one attempt to surmise a plaintiff's true purpose," Breyer wrote. "Other times, a complaint is so unabashedly and vociferously about one thing that there can be no mistaking that purpose. This case represents the latter circumstance. This case is about punishing the Defendants for their speech."
Under California's anti-SLAPP statute, defendants are entitled to have their legal fees paid by the plaintiffs who filed the frivolous suit.
Imran Ahmed, CCDH's CEO, cheered Breyer's ruling in a phone interview Monday, calling it a "complete victory" that should "embolden" public-interest researchers everywhere to continue their work.
"It is quite clear that this was an unconstitutional attempt to shut down the free speech of critics of Elon Musk, by Elon Musk, a self-proclaimed 'free-speech absolutist,'" Ahmed said. "It's an enormous relief to the team at CCDH that we now can continue our mission to hold these companies accountable."
Jonathan Hawk, an attorney representing X in the case, declined to comment. Musk could not be reached for comment, and a request for comment from X was met with an autoreply.
Alejandra Caraballo, a clinical instructor at Harvard Law School's Cyberlaw Clinic, said the ruling was "probably the best decision that could have come out of this case with a view toward actually protecting free speech." "We don't want the wealthy, the powerful and others to silence dissent through litigation they know is frivolous just because they have the resources," Caraballo said.
While Musk has billed himself as a "free-speech absolutist," he has on several occasions barred journalists and activists from the site for posting information that he said violated its rules. Caraballo experienced that last week when her X account was banned after she amplified the identity of anonymous comic artist StoneToss, whom some people describe as a neo-Nazi. (After this article published, the administrator for the StoneToss website said the artist disavows the neo-Nazi label.) The platform cracked down on mentions of the user's supposed identity and changed the terms of service to prohibit naming the person behind an anonymous account. (Caraballo's account has since been reinstated.)
CCDH was one of several research groups that found a rise in hate speech on the site after Musk bought it in October 2022. As some advertisers paused spending on X, Musk attempted to control the damage, claiming in November 2022 that hate speech had fallen "below our prior norms."
On Nov. 10, 2022, CCDH published what it called a "fact-check" of those claims. The group said data from an analytics tool for advertisers called Brandwatch showed that the use of some particularly vile slurs had spiked dramatically.
In February 2023, another CCDH report titled "Toxic Twitter" found that a group of 10 extremist accounts whose bans were lifted by Musk was generating billions of views with their tweets and likely bringing in millions in ad revenue. The implication was that Musk was profiting from the speech of people such as neo-Nazi Andrew Anglin, self-described "misogynist influencer" Andrew Tate and leading vaccine conspiracy theorists.
X cited both reports, along with a previous report that CCDH published before Musk's purchase of Twitter, in its lawsuit. The company said the group violated its terms of service, improperly used the Brandwatch advertising tool and violated the Computer Fraud and Abuse Act's provision against unauthorized access to machines and data.
But while X accused CCDH of harming its reputation, it did not bring a legal claim of defamation, which would have required it to prove that the reports were untrue. CCDH's lawyers suggested that might be because X didn't want to open itself to a legal discovery process that would generate evidence about "the truth about the content on its platform."
Breyer, the judge, took note of that choice, writing in his ruling that X wanted to "have it both ways -- to be spared the burdens of pleading a defamation claim, while bemoaning the harm to its reputation, and seeking punishing damages based on reputational harm."
In a similar case, X sued the liberal media watchdog group Media Matters in Texas in November 2023 after it published a report showing that the site appeared to be running ads alongside blatantly pro-Nazi posts. Multiple businesses, including IBM, Apple and Disney, subsequently suspended their advertising on the platform.
"The court made it clear that Elon Musk is using lawsuits to silence critics and would-be critics," said Angelo Carusone, president of Media Matters, noting that Musk had "enlisted several Republican state [attorneys general] to initiate harassing investigations against us."
"Today was a good day for free speech, but there is a long road ahead before it can be marked safe from Musk's abuse," Carusone said.
Greene said he hopes the high-profile ruling against Musk will discourage others from trying to use frivolous lawsuits as a tool for intimidation and silencing critics. But he said it's unlikely the CCDH ruling will have any bearing on the pending lawsuit in Texas against Media Matters because "the claims are different," noting that Musk sued for defamation in that case.
Texas has become a favored venue for Musk as he has battled lawsuits in other jurisdictions. He moved Tesla's corporate headquarters from California to Austin in 2021, and he moved the incorporation of SpaceX to Texas from Delaware in February, after a Delaware judge voided his $56 billion pay package for Tesla. The day Musk filed his lawsuit against Media Matters, Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton (R) launched a fraud investigation into the nonprofit, subpoenaing materials related to its reporting.
Joseph Menn contributed to this report.
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Biden, Harris launch Black voter group as they aim to blunt Trump's gains
The rally underscored how much the president's electoral fate hinges on his ability to gin up support from what has been his most loyal voting bloc.
By Toluse Olorunnipa | 2024-05-29

President Biden and Vice President Harris take the stage for a campaign event at Girard College in Philadelphia on May 29. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


President Biden and Vice President Harris traveled to Philadelphia on Wednesday to launch "Black Voters for Biden-Harris," each using stark language to present the prospect of a return to the White House by Donald Trump as a dire threat to communities of color.
"Folks, all progress, all freedom, all opportunities are at risk," Biden said at a rally at Girard College, a majority-Black boarding school in the city. "Trump is trying to make the country forget just how dark and unsettling things were when he was president."
He went on to say that the "threat that Trump poses is greater in his second term than his first," describing an America under the former president as a place of "anger, resentment and hate."
Featuring top Black leaders from across the country, the rally was the latest sign that Biden is trying to shore up his support with a crucial constituency. Biden also planned to visit a Black-owned small business and meet with local volunteers, campaign officials said.
The moves, which follow a string of events for Black voters in recent weeks, underscore how much Biden's electoral fate hinges on his ability to gin up support from what has been his most loyal voting bloc. As the president pushes to sell his record and his vision to Black voters, polling suggests they are less eager to support him than they were in 2020. Biden's ability to reverse the slide in cities such as Philadelphia could ultimately determine whether he wins another term, strategists say.
Harris used her speech to praise Biden's record on issues including health care and student loan forgiveness, and to echo his message that letting Trump back into office would be dangerous to Black communities.
"Who sits in the White House matters," Harris told the lively crowd of a few hundred supporters. "It matters for the people of America and for people around the world."

A student marching band sits during the event. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


The Biden campaign billed Wednesday's event as a show of force that highlights the differences between the two rivals when it comes to issues important to Black voters. Trump has been seeking to cut into Biden's advantage among voters of color, making a direct appeal in social media posts, visits to fast-food restaurants and at rallies in places such as the South Bronx.
Trump has criticized Biden's policies as detrimental to Black Americans, focusing on crime, immigration and inflation. He has also sought to use his legal troubles to shore up support among Black voters, suggesting that his mug shot had made him more popular in urban communities.
"I'm being indicted for you, the Black population," Trump, who is facing dozens of criminal charges, said in a February speech to Black Republicans.
Biden aides say they are making a more serious push to cater to Black voters, pointing to the president's policy agenda and his campaign's heavy spending to engage the Black community. They dismissed Trump's efforts as unserious and touted an eight-figure investment from the Biden campaign to reach Black voters this summer.
"No campaign has valued Black voters like we have, including through investing earlier and with more money than ever before talking to Black voters," the Biden campaign said in a statement.
Wednesday's event featured Maryland Gov. Wes Moore (D), campaign co-chair Cedric L. Richmond, Philadelphia Mayor Cherelle Parker (D) and several other Black leaders, who have pledged to hit the campaign trail and the airwaves in the days ahead to build support for the president.
Biden's team also plans to intensify its attacks against Trump on his record and rhetoric toward Black voters, branding the former president as a racist. During his remarks, Biden called out Trump for "lies" and described him as "the same guy who wanted to tear gas you" during racial justice protests and "that landlord who denies housing application because of the color of your skin."

An attendee listens as President Biden speaks May 29 in Philadelphia. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


While Black Americans continue to give Trump low marks, polls show Biden losing support among Black voters. Concerns about the economy, inflation, the war in Gaza and the slow pace of racial progress have driven some to consider backing Trump, voting for a third-party candidate or staying home altogether.
A drop in turnout among Black voters -- one of Biden's most loyal constituencies in 2020 -- would be devastating to his reelection chances, according to strategists. Biden aides said that Wednesday's events in Philadelphia, including a voter registration phone bank with Rep. Barbara Lee (D-Calif.), would kick off a nationwide push to increase support for Biden among Black voters.
Only 62 percent of Black Americans say they are "absolutely certain to vote," down from 74 percent in June 2020, according to a Washington Post-Ipsos poll conducted last month. The 12-percentage-point drop outpaces the four-point drop among Americans overall, from 72 percent to 68 percent.
Biden and Harris have tried to counter such erosion with direct appeals to Black audiences. In recent days, Biden has spoken to graduating students at Morehouse College, NAACP organizers in Detroit, and members of Black sororities and fraternities in Washington. Harris has been on a tour focusing on economic opportunity for Black Americans.
"If anyone wonders whether their vote matters, remember ... because Black Americans voted, Kamala and I are president and vice president of the United States," Biden said. "Because you voted, Donald Trump is a defeated former president. Now, with your vote and your vote in 2024, we're going to make Donald Trump a loser again."
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Biden makes pitch in Philadelphia to Black voters
Live updates from the 2024 campaign trail, with the latest news on presidential candidates, polls, primaries and more.
By Amy B Wang, Mariana Alfaro, Patrick Svitek, Azi Paybarah, Maegan Vazquez, Philip Bump, Amber Phillips, Meryl Kornfield, Ann Marimow, Justin Jouvenal, Mark Berman, Perry Stein, Toluse Olorunnipa, David Nakamura, Theodoric Meyer, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Aaron Blake, Marianna Sotomayor | 2024-05-29
President Biden and Vice President Harris were in Philadelphia on Wednesday to kick off an effort to shore up support with Black voters. While in the battleground state of Pennsylvania, the Democrats launched a group called "Black Voters for Biden-Harris." The trip included a rally and a visit by Biden to a Black-owned small business.
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In the trial, like the election, Trump's base is inoculated against loss
Allies of the former president have consistently presented the New York trial as illegitimate and tainted -- even as the jury began to deliberate.
By Philip Bump | 2024-05-29

Former president Donald Trump speaks to reporters at Manhattan criminal court in April. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


As New York Supreme Court Justice Juan Merchan was providing jurors in Donald Trump's Manhattan criminal trial with instructions aimed at guiding their deliberations, his words -- the last jurors will hear before the case is entirely in their hands -- were shared with the world by journalists sitting in the courtroom. And one particular instruction quickly became the latest iteration of the pro-Trump right's effort to cast the entire trial as inherently biased against the former president.
"Judge Merchan just told the jury that they do not need unanimity to convict," Fox News's John Roberts wrote on social media." "4 could agree on one crime, 4 on a different one, and the other 4 on another. He said he would treat 4-4-4 as a unanimous verdict."
As people immediately pointed out, this is false. The 34 felony charges Trump faces allege that he falsified business records (or caused them to be falsified) to cover up another crime; specifically, conspiracy to influence an election by unlawful means. Merchan's point wasn't that unanimity wasn't needed to convict Trump; it is. His point was that jurors didn't need to agree on the unlawful means used in that conspiracy to determine that Trump attempted to cover up the conspiracy. Four of them could think the unlawful means was falsifying other documents or four might think it was violating federal election law. It didn't matter.
Roberts's framing was quickly picked up by right-wing commentators. There was outrage: How could this judge -- this judge already pilloried by Trump's allies -- set so low a bar for sending Trump to prison? He didn't, but the right was ready to believe that he somehow had, because for months so much of what they have heard about the case is that it and the judge overseeing it are illegitimate.
Donald Trump has deployed this tactic in response to investigations into his actions for years. When news reports about Russia's efforts to influence the 2016 election first emerged, Trump quickly disparaged the reports as false and the intelligence community officials who were sources for the story as biased against him. Every accusation, however robustly founded, became a "hoax" that was simply evidence of how much the people in power were out to get him -- even when he was the most powerful person in the free world.
It's been a pattern of inoculation against efforts to hold him accountable that has been unceasing and obviously successful. When CBS News recently asked Americans how they viewed Trump's criminal trial, three-quarters of Republicans and Democrats each said they had heard at least some news about the trial. But three-quarters of Republicans also said that Trump was not guilty of a crime -- and most said they didn't believe that the jury would determine that he was. Among Democrats, views were reversed.




How are partisan views so different? Because the trial has been depicted through a partisan lens, particularly by Trump and his allies. The former president has been unrelenting in disparaging the judge and the process as biased. When Merchan imposed limits on his ability to bad-mouth witnesses or others associated with the trial, Trump took to waving sheaves of paper at reporters suggesting the array of legal experts (almost uniformly ones on the right) who agreed that the whole case was improperly brought and/or an example of deep-seated bias against him. On his Truth Social account, such stories or posts from allies constantly litter his feed. If you receive any communication from Trump at all, you have, in the past month, been subjected to disparagements of what's happening in Manhattan.
Over the course of the trial, Fox News has spent less time mentioning it or Merchan than have its main competitors. Fox News has, however, more often shown hosts or commentators refer to "weaponization" or "lawfare" -- terms Trump uses often to suggest that the trial is political in nature.




If you are a Republican who tracks Trump's comments or watches Fox News, you may have indeed heard a lot about the trial. And what you are likely to have heard is that the trial is invalid and contrived, an effort to keep Trump off the campaign trail -- over the short term while he was in court or over the long term, should he have to serve a sentence.
This effort to inoculate his base against a negative outcome is very familiar. Four years ago, Trump was engaged in a similar effort, pushing false claims about the risks of voter fraud as the 2020 presidential election approached. His goal then was similar to his goal now: Make his base reject an unfavorable outcome by presenting it beforehand as illegitimate.
This time, though, the inoculation effort not only serves to delegitimize the trial but to bolster his political position. Since the first criminal charges were filed, it has been clear that Trump sees his legal travails as intertwined with his political efforts. That is partly because being reelected as president will allow him to potentially submarine the federal charges he faces. It is also, in part, because Trump's 2024 campaign is centered on the idea that he is under attack and needs his supporters to have his back. The trials serve that purpose nicely.
It is not clear how the jury will assess the evidence in the Manhattan trial. The case is not open-and-shut, by any stretch. But if the jurors assess the evidence and the letter of the law and find that Trump committed the crimes with which he is charged, there is little reason to think that the result will be accepted by Trump's supporters on Fox News or anywhere else in the country.
If so many refuse to acknowledge that he lost the election after consuming the rhetoric of Trump and his allies, why would they now acknowledge the validity of a trial they have been told is invalid?
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In 2016, Trump derided favors for donors. Today, he wants to make a 'deal.'
The former president derided the "favors" politicians did for campaign cash back then, but today he bargains with his own favors.
By Aaron Blake | 2024-05-29

Then-President Donald Trump delivers a speech during a tour of the Double Eagle Energy Oil Rig in Midland, Tex., in 2020. (Carlos Barria/Reuters)


Over the past four weeks, The Washington Post's Josh Dawsey and colleagues have done yeoman's work documenting what Donald Trump is telling donors behind closed doors.
The emerging picture is of a candidate who bears little resemblance to the anti-special-interest, "drain the swamp" candidate Trump pitched himself as to voters in 2016. Today's Trump sounds a lot like someone the 2016 version of Trump would denounce.
While Trump back then derided the transactional nature of campaign donations, lobbyists and special interests, he has repeatedly in recent weeks made transactional-sounding pitches to potential donors. Some have been pretty direct.
From The Post's reporting:
It's illegal to explicitly trade official acts for campaign contributions, and Senate Democrats launched a probe in mid-May after The Post's report on the April Mar-a-Lago meeting.
Some experts say it's not clear that even the most direct of these solicitations violate campaign finance law. And even if they did, the entity tasked with policing such things, the Federal Election Commission, is stymied by gridlock.
"The brazenness is still quite astonishing, and it certainly flies in the face of the spirit of the law, if not the letter," Dan Weiner, director of elections and government at the Brennan Center for Justice at New York University's law school, told The Post recently.
As notably, it flies in the face of how Trump used to talk about special interests and donors. The earlier iteration of Trump repeatedly derided not just asking special interests for money, but also the supposedly transactional nature of such things.
Such comments were common throughout his 2016 campaign, but a few stand out.
"Look, I just read an article where [Jeb] Bush is meeting with all these lobbyists in Washington, has a meeting with all these lobbyists," Trump told CNN in July 2015. "Every one of those lobbyists that gives money, they expect something for it. And that's a bad thing. That's a bad thing."
Trump made similar comments about Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Tex.).
"You need Ted Cruz's vote? It says, 'Call up so-and-so on K Street.' Hundred percent, he'll take care of it," Trump said in March 2016 in Michigan. "He gets his million dollars, $2 million and you have your vote. You know, it's just the way it works, folks. No good."
In comments reminiscent of Trump's recent comments to oil executives, Trump back then explicitly referenced Cruz's taking oil and gas money and doing that industry's bidding.
"When he gets money from the banks and he gets money from oil and gas, and he gets money from everything, believe me, they have him, folks. They have him," Trump said in April 2016 in Wisconsin. "I get money from me. I really am here for one reason: to represent you, to represent you. Believe me."
Trump repeatedly referenced a hypothetical about receiving calls from those with interests in companies such as the Ford Motor Co., and how he could tell them no because he hadn't taken their money.
"But I don't need the money. It's a beautiful thing," Trump said at an August 2015 town hall in Iowa. "So if I say that I don't want Ford building in this case in Mexico or somewhere else ... I am not going to be hit by the Ford lobby and by all the other lobbies that you know who they are better than I do. They're not going to hit me. Because they didn't give 10 cents to my campaign, because I don't want their money."
Trump could certainly argue that he is still immune from special interests, despite taking their money. He could also say that he's merely promising to do things for industries that he was already inclined to do.
But his comments seeking huge amounts of money and at least implicitly connecting that to personal favors and official actions are a far cry from the tone he set during the 2016 campaign.
For example, Trump in late 2015 recounted a scene in which he had suggested to supporters that he might take the donations while promising not to do any favors for them.
"I said, 'Okay, look, how about if I take the money but I swear to you I won't do anything for these people?' " Trump said in Las Vegas in October 2015. "And you know what they did? They stood up and they went crazy. They hated it."
As the 2016 campaign wore on, Trump increasingly accused the Clintons of selling "access" and "favors" to special interests.
"They've made hundreds of millions of dollars selling access, selling favors, selling government contracts, and I mean hundreds of millions of dollars," Trump said in June 2016 in Redondo Beach, Calif. (The Clintons have never been charged with such crimes, and there remains no evidence to substantiate Trump's claims of corruption.)
Trump, whose campaign is fighting from behind on the financial front, is now being pretty clear about how much he feels the need to reserve access to bigger donors giving large amounts of money.
"Hillary Clinton made her money as a corrupt public official, breaking the law, and putting her government office up for sale," Trump said in Colorado a month before the 2016 election. "And now she's running for president."
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Uncertainty about young voters stems from the age group's complexity
Young Americans are definitionally the country's future. That's particularly true in the realm of politics.
By Philip Bump | 2024-05-29

Buttons at a booth during a 2022 voter registration drive at the University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia. (Michelle Gustafson for The Washington Post)


Barack Obama's election in 2008 heralded a new era in American politics. Younger Americans turned out heavily for the popular Democrat, facilitating his easy win over Republican John McCain and ripping open a partisan divide between their voting patterns and those of older Americans.
But that was 16 years ago, and voters who were under 30 in 2008 are now between 34 and 45 years old. America's young voters today hold different views than young voters used to -- and look different from the Obama-coalition young voters who have driven so much analysis in the ensuing years. Those differences, in fact, are central to understanding why there's so much uncertainty about how young voters will vote in November -- if they do at all.
For one thing, we often talk about President Biden's weak polling with young voters and his weak polling with non-White voters as separate things. But they are related, given that young voters are more likely to be non-White.
Using data from the two most recent General Social Surveys (national polls completed in 2021 and 2022), we get a sense of how the U.S. adult population breaks down. Among Americans 18-30, there were about twice as many White people as non-White people. Among Americans ages 65 and older, there were about six White respondents for every non-White respondent. Many of the younger non-White respondents were Hispanic; part of the reason that older populations are more heavily White is that immigration was restricted during the mid-20th century baby boom.




At the same time, younger Americans are more likely to identify as independent than older Americans. That's particularly true of young non-White people. In the GSS, about half of Whites under 30 were independent or independents who lean to one party or the other. Six in 10 non-Whites were. Among the oldest respondents, about a third of Whites were independents but only 3 in 10 non-Whites.




This is a central issue. As I wrote in November, the fact that younger Americans are often not actually Democrats means there isn't a sense of institutional loyalty to the party or its candidates. That they are independents who often vote for Democrats has been good enough for a lot of Democrats in a lot of elections, but when the question at hand centers on a particular person -- in November, President Biden -- that is disadvantageous. In statewide races, younger voters (like lots of voters) will recognize the (D) or (R) before the name. They know Biden's name and that of his opponent ... which we'll come back to in a moment.
We can see how this question of institutional association manifests in participation. Earlier this year, Pew Research Center published data showing that there was still a wide gap between younger and older Americans in their political views.




This overlaps with race, too. Non-White respondents in Pew's data were much more likely to identify as Democrats or Democratic-leaning independents and, as noted above, younger Americans are more likely to be non-White. The GSS data also shows that 4 in 5 of those under 30 who identify as Republican or Republican-leaning independents are White.
The Pew analysis, though, looked only at registered voters -- people who were participating in the political process to at least some extent. Gallup data released in February considered the political views of adults regardless of registration status. It found, unlike Pew, that there was a significant shift toward Republican identification among younger and non-White Americans, even if they didn't register as Republicans.




There is some indication that younger voters are more frequently registering as Republicans than in the past. That my be a reflection of Biden's increased unpopularity and its corollary: Donald Trump's decreased unpopularity.
Earlier this year, I used YouGov data to show that views of Trump now are less negative among several groups than during his presidency. Compare the percentage of respondents each month who say they view him unfavorably with the average during his presidency.




Democratic, Black and Hispanic respondents still generally view Trump negatively, but less than they used to.
That analysis didn't break down age, so I asked YouGov for data by age and gender. In part, this was a function of recent Brookings analysis documenting the divergence in values between young men and young women. What the YouGov polling shows is that, in every age group, men view Trump less negatively than women. But notice the annual averages broken out at the bottom of the chart below: Views among younger Americans have grown more positive since he first took office while views among older Americans sank before rebounding slightly.




In 2024, young men view Trump about as negatively as older women do. The 2017 annual average showed a nearly 50-point gap.
The silver lining for Biden is that he fares much better among those more-engaged voters. The best encapsulation of this phenomenon comes from the Harvard Youth Poll released earlier this year. Among all respondents under 30, Biden gets about 45 percent. Among those most likely to vote, he's closer to 60 percent. Support for Trump, meanwhile, doesn't change.




Historically, of course, younger people are less likely to vote anyway. That was one reason the Obama result was so striking: Young people actually turned out! Siena College polling conducted for the New York Times and Philadelphia Inquirer in six battleground states found that younger people were less likely to say they were likely to vote than respondents overall.




That same poll also showed that younger people were a bit more skeptical about the political and economic system than older Americans. More than three-quarters said the system needs to be torn down completely or changed significantly. Such sentiments turn up elsewhere, too -- and in states where young people were more likely to view Trump's interest in upending the system as a positive, Trump fared better.




Here we could segue into other areas in which younger Americans diverge from older Americans, like media consumption. New research from Pew shows that younger Americans are less likely to get news about the election from journalists and news organizations than older Americans, while they are more likely than older people to get it from friends, celebrities, social media personalities and other ordinary people they don't know.




But this is probably to a significant extent a function of whether those groups seek out election news. If you aren't trying to stay up to speed on the election, it makes sense that you would get more information passively from non-news sources. Consider that the Harvard Youth Poll found that younger Americans had the same general concerns about the election as older Americans, suggesting that the differences in consumption (or reception) of political news didn't lead to a divergence in priorities.
So what do we have? A less engaged, more diverse population that isn't as hostile to Trump as it used to be even as it has grown more skeptical of Biden -- and lacks the institutional ties to the Democratic Party that might incline them to vote for the incumbent president anyway. There are a lot of fringes and asterisks that can modify those descriptors, but that appears to be the important distillation.
What will matter in November, then, is who turns out to vote. Which, of course, is what matters every November.
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The jurors in Trump's New York hush money trial
A full jury of 12 jurors and six alternates have been seated in the historic hush money trial of former president Donald Trump.
By Derek Hawkins, Patrick Svitek, Maegan Vazquez | 2024-05-29
Jury deliberations are underway in the hush money trial of former president Donald Trump.
After hearing five weeks of testimony, 12 jurors from Manhattan now have the historic task of deciding whether Trump illegally falsified business records to conceal an alleged affair with adult-film actress Stormy Daniels and protect his 2016 presidential bid.
A guilty verdict on any of the 34 felony counts would mark the first criminal conviction of a former U.S. president. Trump, the presumptive Republican presidential nominee, would not be barred from returning to the White House, but he would be forced to campaign for reelection under whatever sentence the judge imposes.
The jury of seven men and five women were chosen from a pool of hundreds during a week-long selection process in April. Several of them acknowledged during questioning that they had personal views of Trump or his presidency. One juror, for instance, spoke favorably of Trump, saying she liked that he "speaks his mind." Another told the court, "I don't like his persona." All said they felt they could examine the evidence impartially.
In a typical trial, people who know the defendant would not be allowed to serve on the jury. But given how well-known Trump is, the judge said it didn't matter in this case whether jurors knew Trump or had an opinion of him. Instead, what mattered was that they could set aside their feelings and render a verdict based on the evidence and law.
Here is what the jurors said during jury selection about Trump, their media consumption and their ability to remain impartial:

(Illustration by Sophia Deng for The Washington Post)
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If convicted in his hush money trial, here's what Trump could face next
A guilty verdict for Trump would mean a mix of court processing steps and extraordinary considerations such as whether to incarcerate him, legal experts say.  
By David Nakamura | 2024-05-29

Former president Donald Trump sits in Manhattan Criminal Court in New York on April 30. (Victor J. Blue/The Washington Post/Pool)


Donald Trump has complained of the indignities of a cold, uncomfortable Manhattan courtroom during his hush money trial, which    began jury deliberations  Wednesday morning.
If convicted, Trump could face other conditions he may consider insulting, including a required inmate review by New York City's Department of Probation.
The probation office on the 10th floor of the Manhattan Criminal Courthouse prepares presentencing reports for judges. There, Trump would be interviewed about his personal history, his mental health and the circumstances that led to his conviction.
Lawyers say the process is humbling.
"If you think the courtroom is dingy, just wait until you go to the probation office," said Daniel Horwitz, a white-collar criminal defense attorney in New York and former prosecutor in the Manhattan district attorney's office.
Former prosecutors sketched out a mix of likely experiences for Trump if he were found guilty of any charge in the case, which includes 34 felony counts of falsifying business records. The case involves $130,000 in payments allegedly authorized by Trump to adult-film actress Stormy Daniels before the 2016 presidential election to keep her quiet about a sexual encounter she says they had.
The routine processing of convicted felons into the New York criminal justice system would include the timeline of a potential appeal. There would also be extraordinary considerations -- such as how the Secret Service would protect him if he were sent to prison and whether he would be allowed to travel to campaign events if sentenced to home confinement -- given Trump's standing as a former president and the presumptive Republican presidential nominee for the election in November.
Legal experts said incarceration appeared unlikely for Trump, 77, who has no criminal record.
The Class E felony charges are punishable by 16 months to four years in prison. Among the key issues to be determined if Trump were convicted would be whether he faces some form of incarceration, either in a government facility or a private location, or a less-restrictive experience through probation.
New York Mayor Eric Adams said this month that the city's Rikers Island jail complex and Department of Corrections were prepared if Trump were ordered to serve time.
A conviction would not disqualify him from running for office or serving as president if elected, constitutional experts said.
During the trial, which began April 15, prosecutors with Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg's office said Trump falsely recorded the payments involving Daniels as legal expenses and alleged they were improper campaign expenditures. Defense attorneys said Trump, who pleaded not guilty, made personal payments to protect his family from an embarrassing disclosure.
The jury, which heard closing arguments from defense lawyers and prosecutors Tuesday, must unanimously agree on a conviction or an acquittal, while a split among jurors could prompt New York Supreme Court Justice Juan Merchan to declare a mistrial. In that situation, Bragg could decide to retry Trump, who likely would paint the outcome as a victory in his efforts to discredit the prosecution as politically motivated.
Trump's punishment if convicted would be up to Merchan, who would receive input from the prosecution and defense in the presentencing report. Though jail or prison are unlikely, the former prosecutors said, alternatives such as probation or home confinement would create logistical challenges and potential political concerns.
If he is sentenced to probation, for example, Trump would be required to clear any out-of-state travel -- such as to campaign rallies and fundraisers -- with a probation officer. If Trump were to serve home confinement at his Mar-a-Lago resort in Palm Beach, Fla., New York authorities would likely have to work with counterparts in Florida to accommodate him, the experts said.
Such arrangements are not uncommon for convicted felons, experts said, but the details must be approved by probation officers.
"If you have a probation officer, you are not supposed to travel without permission. Your home is subject to random search because you don't have a Fourth Amendment right to your home being private. You can get drug-tested, potentially. Travel outside the country is difficult," said Matthew Galluzzo, another former prosecutor in the Manhattan district attorney's office.
"That would be super awkward for someone on the campaign trail, but not impossible," Galluzzo said. "If he had to go to a debate against Biden, he probably could go, but you're supposed to make that request far in advance."
Trump and Biden have agreed to two debates, the first scheduled for June 27 in Atlanta -- which is likely to take place before any potential sentencing of Trump -- and the second planned for Sept. 10 at a yet-undisclosed location.
Before a sentencing date were scheduled, Trump's lawyers would likely ask Merchan to nullify the verdict, though the legal experts said the judge almost certainly would not do so.
Instead, the probation office would put together a presentencing report for Merchan. As part of that process, Trump would be required to participate in an interview with a probation officer who would produce a biography of him of about five or six pages, legal experts said. Such documents are confidential, intended only for the judge and the lawyers.
Trump has called his prosecution politically motivated and denigrated Merchan, Bragg and others, leading the judge to fine him 10 times for a total of $10,000 during the trial for violating a partial gag order. How Trump would react to questions from a probation officer about the case could get him into more hot water with the court. Legal experts said his lawyers likely would advise him not to discuss the case.
Convicts are "expected to tell the truth. If they are convicted and then say, 'No, it's a lie, it didn't happen,' that will go back to the judge. And that's not good," said defense attorney Jeremy Saland, who also served as a Manhattan prosecutor.
The prosecution and Trump's defense team also are expected to submit recommendations about the sentencing.
Because he was charged with nonviolent crimes, Trump is an unlikely candidate to be detained in prison as he awaits sentencing, said the experts, who added that it is also unlikely that Merchan would impose bail as a condition for his release.
Trump's team has 30 days to file notice of appeal and six months to file the full appeal if he is convicted.
A key question is whether the court would agree to stay Trump's sentence pending an appeal, a process that is likely to last well beyond the Nov. 5 presidential election.
Former prosecutors suggested such a scenario is plausible given that any punishment of Trump could be short enough in duration that the sentence would be fully carried out before a legal appeal is litigated.
The legal experts said Merchan could grant Trump a conditional discharge tied to the requirement that he not commit another legal offense.
Merchan also could impose a financial penalty or require him to do community service or undergo counseling, some legal experts said.
If the judge were to impose a more onerous penalty, such as home confinement, Trump could still find ways to continue campaigning, even if he were not on the road.
"He could be confined but go to Mar-a-Lago and hold a news conference every day, be on TV, hold rallies remotely," Horwitz said. "There's a lot he can do as a candidate while under home confinement."
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Why a Trump lawyer's prison reference was so 'outrageous'
Trump lawyer Todd Blanche in his closing argument made a conspicuous reference to the jury sending Trump to prison. Not only are such things not allowed, but Blanche had been explicitly told not to say it.
By Aaron Blake | 2024-05-29

Former president Donald Trump addresses the media alongside his attorney Todd Blanche at Manhattan Criminal Court on May 16. (Victor J. Blue for The Washington Post)


For weeks, Donald Trump and his allies have taken pains to undermine the proceedings in his Manhattan criminal trial by hook or by crook.
And in that way, his lawyer's closing argument ended on an appropriate -- if apparently underhanded -- note Tuesday. Near the end of his remarks, Todd Blanche included a conspicuous reference to the jury about sending Trump to prison.
It's common knowledge in legal circles that such things are not allowed, which the judge soon noted in rebuking Blanche. He called Blanche's inclusion of it "outrageous" and noted that a lawyer of his experience must have known better -- the apparent suggestion being that Blanche deliberately sought to inappropriately influence the jury.
Making Blanche's apparent gambit even more suspect: the fact that he had been explicitly instructed by the judge not to do such a thing.
To recap, Blanche, in the final minutes of his closing argument, painted former Trump lawyer Michael Cohen as an inveterate liar and told the jury, "You cannot send somebody to prison, you cannot convict somebody-"
Before he could finish his thought, prosecutors objected, and New York Supreme Court Justice Juan Merchan sustained the objection.
After the jury exited came the rebuke.
"I think that saying that was outrageous, Mr. Blanche -- please have a seat," Merchan said. "For someone who has been a prosecutor as long as you have, and a defense attorney as long as you have, you know that making a comment like that is highly inappropriate. It's simply not allowed. Period. It's hard for me to imagine how that was accidental in any way."
When the jury returned, Merchan instructed it to completely disregard Blanche's "improper" comment and to not consider potential sentences in any way. He noted that a prison sentence wasn't a given if Trump were convicted.
But it wasn't just Blanche's experience that should have counseled him against such a statement -- it was also Merchan's own instructions. In fact, Merchan explicitly forbade such arguments in an order two months ago.
Prosecutors in a February motion had sought a number of limitations.
Merchan granted some of the motions March 18. He wrote that the "Defendant is precluded from," among other things, "making arguments and introducing evidence regarding any potential punishment or other consequences to the Defendant as a result of these proceedings."
Jurors in the vast majority of legal proceedings in the United States are barred from considering potential punishments, with notable exceptions in state courts in Louisiana and North Carolina.
"Any criminal attorney knows that you are not supposed to bring up the sentence," said Jeffrey Bellin, a professor at the William & Mary Law School who has studied the subject. He noted that it's common knowledge in part because there are strong disagreements about it.
Wayne State University Law School professor William Ortman added that "the prohibition on talking about potential punishment isn't some esoteric bit of specialized knowledge."
The reason lawyers are generally not allowed to cite potential prison time is that it's irrelevant to their task. In most cases, judges get to decide sentences, not juries. One fear is that a jury might decline to convict someone if they worry that the punishment will be too severe. Another is that jurors might fear for their well-being if a criminal gets insufficient prison time.
The U.S. Supreme Court has affirmed that potential punishments should not be considered by juries. In 1994's Shannon v. United States, a criminal defendant sought to have the jury instructed that finding him not guilty only by reason of insanity would result in his involuntary commitment to a mental institution.
"The principle that juries are not to consider the consequences of their verdicts is a reflection of the basic division of labor in our legal system between judge and jury," Justice Clarence Thomas wrote in the 7-2 decision.
"Information regarding the consequences of a verdict is therefore irrelevant to the jury's task," Thomas added in the decision. "Moreover, providing jurors sentencing information invites them to ponder matters that are not within their province, distracts them from their fact-finding responsibilities, and creates a strong possibility of confusion."
In the case of Trump, it would seem logical that jurors might fear a punishment that is too severe, given the unprecedented stature of the defendant. It's one thing to convict Trump of the mundane-sounding charge of falsifying business records; it would be another to pave the way for a former president of the United States to spend months or years in prison.
"I think the only possible defense for counsel in this case would be that the reference to prison was meant colloquially -- as a stand-in for the seriousness of a criminal conviction -- not to foreshadow the sentence Trump would receive," Bellin said. "But judges typically won't buy that since there is a clear tactical advantage to raising the prospect of a harsh sentence to make the jury hesitate before convicting."
Ortman said that it was particularly "misleading" for Blanche to broach prison time without noting that such a sentence isn't required.
Trump has been unsubtle about his efforts to make life hell for anyone who would hold him accountable in a court of law. He's been sanctioned for gesturing at the idea that the jury is biased against him, in violation of his gag order. (The jurors are anonymous, but we've already seen how keeping them anonymous has proved difficult.) Merchan has even suggested that Trump's conduct might intimidate the jury.
In that way, you could understand how Blanche's brief allusion to prison could land with some force -- and how Merchan might understand it as an intentional act meant to undermine his court.
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What is likely to happen in the jury room at the Trump trial
The jurors in Donald Trump's Manhattan criminal trial are about to discover how weird their job really is.
By Philip Bump | 2024-05-29

Jurors take notes as Stormy Daniels testifies in Manhattan criminal court earlier this month. (Elizabeth Williams/AP)


The key moment won't be when New York Supreme Court Justice Juan Merchan finishes offering instructions to the jury in Donald Trump's criminal trial in Manhattan. It won't be when the jury files out of the courtroom, slated to return only when it has reached a verdict. The key moment, the moment in which the jury's power flips from potential to kinetic, comes when the officer escorts the jury to the jury room and the door shuts with a click.
For the first time, the jurors will be allowed to talk about the case, to discuss not only the witnesses they've seen  but also the evidence those witnesses offered. (It's likely some of the witnesses have been discussed in the abstract; one witness at the Astor trial's cheetah-print outfit was a point of discussion in the jury room afterward.) And, for the first time, the jurors will realize the hard part of their jobs has just begun.
Throughout Trump's trial, now about a month old, I've occasionally written about my experience sitting on a jury in Manhattan 15 years ago. The trial centered on Anthony Marshall, the son of millionaire New York socialite Brooke Astor, and allegations that Marshall had taken advantage of his mother's diminished mental capacity as she aged to change her will.
Like the jury in the Trump case, we were selected and seated in the spring. Unlike the attorneys in the Trump trial, the prosecution and defense in what was then known as the Astor trial didn't rest their cases until the fall. We spent a half-year working together, spending hours listening attentively in the jury box and at least as many hours chatting and gossiping behind closed doors in the jury room. At least until that door-click moment arrived for us, and suddenly we were put to work.
No one can know exactly what the Trump jury will do as deliberations begin or how long they will take. Last week I tried to reinforce this point: Even the jurors walking into that room are probably incorrect about how the process will unfold. Each of us has our assessments of the world around us that seem justified and accurate. When we start comparing notes, though, we quickly understand how subjective our perceptions can be. And given that the issue at hand is potentially a person's freedom, a jury -- at least a jury that takes its job seriously, which I and the system assume as a default -- must carefully consider how to blend those subjective experiences into a shared verdict.
I read some commentary Wednesday morning, as the judge prepared to offer his final instructions to the Trump jurors, suggesting that the jurors indicated an eagerness to wrap things up given their willingness to work late into the evening on Tuesday. I suspect that's wrong. Probably, instead, the jurors are eager to engage in the task for which they were selected.
The 12 people chosen to evaluate whether Trump is guilty are keenly aware of the import of their decision and, by now, intimately familiar with one another and how each of them views the role they've been asked to play. They've endured weeks of presentations and arguments from lawyers and the judge. They've seen how the lawyers, the audience and presumably the defendant scrutinize them for their reactions to evidence as though they're feral cats being lured with treats. Finally -- at last -- they get to be in the driver's seat.
What we did (if I remember correctly 15 years later) was begin with a survey of the different charges and run through a trial vote on the defendants' guilt. (Marshall was charged along with his attorney Francis Marshall.) We immediately realized that the deliberations would not be quick.
It's crucial to remember that the task presented to jurors is not simply to answer the question, "Did he do it," but instead the more particular question, "Does the evidence presented remove any reasonable doubt that he violated the letter of the law?" In the jury box, you're thinking mostly about the first question. In the jury room, after that door click, you're considering the second one. That's the point of the judge's instructions.
Our case was different from the one under consideration by the Trump jurors because it involved a broader array of charges. That isn't to diminish what they will need to consider, certainly, but the 34 charges Trump faces are all counts of "falsifying business records in the first degree." The evidence needs to be compared only to that particular statute in each of the 34 cases. Perhaps all 34 charges will be decided the same way, with the jurors quickly agreeing that each was or wasn't proved beyond reasonable doubt. Or, perhaps -- and perhaps the more likely outcome -- they will disagree on some counts for specific reasons and need to figure out how to resolve those differences.
What the jurors can't and shouldn't do is consider what the ramifications of their decision will be. They aren't being asked to punish Trump but, instead, to evaluate his guilt based on the available evidence. This is why the judge was frustrated at Trump's attorney Todd Blanche on Tuesday; Blanche made a comment that Trump might face prison time, tying the verdict to a punishment in a way that could influence how jurors vote on the charges.
I can offer an example. After deliberating for 11 days in the Astor trial, we returned a mixed set of verdicts for the two defendants. Only after we had done so did we learn that one charge on which we returned a guilty verdict resulted in a mandatory prison sentence -- meaning that the 85-year-old defendant would have to serve time. That was one of the charges on which we'd spent the most time because several of us, including myself, were skeptical that the letter of the law had been met. So we tallied the value of what Marshall had siphoned off his mother's fortune, determining that it exceeded the statutory requirement. It did, but not by much. Guilty, beyond a reasonable doubt.
Had we known that a guilty verdict on this charge meant that Marshall would have to go to prison, it may have influenced our decision. But we didn't know and shouldn't have.
Deliberation is hard. You try sitting down with 11 strangers and reaching unanimous agreements on complicated issues. Tempers will flare, as they did on our jury. But there is no rush; after a month of evidence and courtroom jockeying, the court and the attorneys and the defendant are on the jury's clock -- and at its beck and call. Jurors may send out questions seeking clarification (and then wait for hours while the lawyers argue with the judge about how to respond). They may request to see evidence that was presented in court. (I distinctly remember holding and considering Brooke Astor's will as I sat in the jury room on the 15th floor of the criminal court building in Lower Manhattan.) Until they've reached agreement -- or decided that they can't -- the court and everyone else just has to wait.
I have a photo from the Astor trial deliberations on my phone, one of a surreptitious few I took (against the rules, I admit) while serving on that jury. It shows two of my fellow jurors sitting at the large table in the center of the relatively small jury room, a room that is presumably identical to the one at which the Trump jurors will sit. In the corner is a blackboard on which we'd written all of the charges and how we'd voted in evaluating them. The date of the photo indicates that it was taken the morning we returned our verdicts.
After assuring ourselves and each other that we were confident in our decisions (and after one more free, state-paid lunch), we let the court know we were done. We were called into the courtroom for the last time, and the verdicts were read. Each of us was then polled -- did we agree with the verdicts presented? We all did.
And then, just like that, we were all unemployed. The job was done. We returned to being regular New Yorkers, people who were only peers of a Brooke Astor or a Donald Trump in the generous view of the American legal system.
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House Democratic PAC launching $100 million effort on abortion rights
The group hopes to capitalize on an issue that has motivated Democratic voters since the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade two years ago.
By Amy B Wang | 2024-05-29

Activists on both sides of the abortion issue rally outside the Supreme Court on March 26. (Amanda Andrade-Rhoades/AP)


A super PAC trying to help Democrats regain control of the House is launching a $100 million campaign that will focus on abortion rights in swing districts across the country, hoping to capitalize on an issue that has motivated Democratic voters since the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade two years ago.
The House Majority PAC's new Reproductive Freedom Accountability Fund will be the "largest independent expenditure on behalf of House Democrats," according to a memo to donors obtained by The Washington Post. The group aims to spend $100 million on advertising and voter mobilization in what it considers races where Democrats have an opportunity to pick up a seat if they focus on reproductive rights.
The memo, first reported by the Wall Street Journal, identified Republican lawmakers in blue states who voted against abortion rights as particularly vulnerable, name-checking California Reps. David G. Valadao, Mike Garcia and Michelle Steel, who co-sponsored a bill that defined life as beginning at conception and that had no provisions for fertility treatments like in vitro fertilization.
The PAC also called out Republican lawmakers in New York, California, Washington and New Jersey who had either voted to restrict the abortion medication mifepristone or supported prohibiting military service members from being reimbursed for abortion services.
"The toxic votes taken by Republicans in blue states will prove to be career killers -- and you can expect [House Majority PAC] to use the following extremist votes extensively in paid media throughout the fall," the memo stated.
Former president Donald Trump, the presumptive GOP nominee, who will probably face President Biden in November, has defaulted to saying he believes that issues concerning reproductive rights should be left to the states -- and many Republican lawmakers and candidates have fallen in line.
However, Trump's frequent and vague "states' rights" statements on abortion have only continued to trip him up -- and have kept the matter at the fore in a critical election year -- giving Biden and Democrats opportunities to hit him on a politically volatile issue.
"If this is truly Republicans' preferred plan of attack, House Democrats can win on this issue by even larger margins than 2022," the House Majority PAC memo stated. "The GOP's inability to see that the majority of Americans disagree with their attempts to rip away rights will be advantageous to Democrats."
Last month, the House Majority PAC announced that it was reserving $186 million in media markets and districts that overwhelmingly favor abortion rights. The Reproductive Freedom Accountability Fund will spend $85 million on paid messaging, just less than half of the PAC's total media reservation.
The House Majority PAC's latest announcement comes a week after its Republican counterpart announced that it would spend $141 million on fall ads in about 30 races that it identified as likely to decide the balance of Congress.
The Congressional Leadership Fund (CLF), an independent group backed by House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.), said its initial spending plans would be nearly $20 million larger than similar reservations that the group made in 2022, while focusing on a much narrower battleground map. Nearly one-third of the money will be spent in the New York and Los Angeles metropolitan areas, where much of the battle for House control will be fought.
"Our chances are better than many believe, and this puts us in a position to seriously compete for holding and growing the majority," CLF President Dan Conston said then. "The map is undoubtedly small, and we are in a dogfight."
Michael Scherer contributed to this report.
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Twelve Angry Trump Jurors
Eleven hands go up. All heads swivel to Juror 8.
By Alexandra Petri | 2024-05-30

The jury watches a video shown by the prosecution in former president Donald Trump's New York criminal trial. (Jane Rosenberg/Reuters)


[Twelve jurors are assembled in a deliberation room while a fan spins lazily overhead. Jurors open windows, fan themselves and make small talk.]
Juror 3: Hot in here.
Juror 11: Hottest day of the year, they say.
Juror 5: Well, we won't be in here long. Which is good, because I have to go to a lecture about the presidency of Grover Cleveland.
Juror 7: Sounds skippable.
Juror 5: It's his second term, not his first term.
Juror 1: Okay, gentlemen. We can do this a number of ways. We can discuss and then vote. Or we can take a preliminary vote, see where we stand and then discuss. Our result has to be 12 to nothing, either way.
Juror 3: Let's do a preliminary vote. Maybe we can all go home.
Juror 1: All right. Show of hands: Who thinks he is guilty?
[Eleven hands go up. All heads swivel to Juror 8, sitting at the end of the table with his hand firmly on its surface.]
Juror 1: No?
Juror 8: I'm just not convinced.
Juror 1: Oh, boy.
Juror 8: I'd like to be convinced! Just -- convince me.
Juror 3: We saw more than 200 pieces of evidence.
Juror 8: Is it the evidence you're judging on, or something else?
Juror 4: I think it's the evidence. I took copious notes.
Juror 8: I just think we ought to take our time, talk it through. This is America, where everyone deserves a fair shake -- or even better than a fair shake if the person on trial is in some way affiliated with the Federalist Society. By God, this is America, where if you have done a racial gerrymander but can say with a straight face that it just looks bad, you're entitled to the benefit of the doubt, and if you want an abortion, no, you don't. There are freedoms and rights that must be respected, and I think the man deserves a fair hearing.
Juror 9: Fair hearing! This is the only trial that's even moving forward before he potentially puts himself outside the reach of justice for good!
Juror 8: What makes you so sure he's guilty?
Juror 5: We heard from all these associates. Come on! Grover awaits!
Juror 3: To be fair, I do have a complaint. I think they should let us have copies of the testimony.
Juror 4: Yes, what is it about trials? Why do we have to forget that the technology of writing things down on paper exists? Why do we have to ask them to read us the testimony again, aloud, like a bedtime story, but a bedtime story that for unclear reasons stars Michael Cohen? And why do we have to have little hand-drawn pictures of the trial? I understand that artificial intelligence is threatening the livelihood of artists, but this feels like a make-work situation given that cameras exist!
Juror 1: I'm an artist.
Juror 4: I didn't mean you. I just meant in general.
Juror 3: I'm an AI.
Juror 4: I regret speaking, as it has alienated everyone around me.
[Juror 8 has gone to stand by the window during this exchange.]
Juror 8: I just don't think that our personal feelings are what this is about. This is a man's life.
Juror 4: Well, maybe his political life, but probably not even that, sad to say.
Juror 1: Are you talking about the need to suppress the story to keep his political chances alive?
Juror 5: Nonsense! Anyone who knows anything about Grover Cleveland knows that he weathered a far more consequential scandal at a far more judgmental time. This sort of behavior was already baked into the voters' notions of the man on trial, and he could have thought burying it would interfere with the election only if he really didn't know the first thing about Grover Cleveland.
Juror 4: I feel confident he didn't. He described the Battle of Gettysburg as follows: "Gettysburg, what an unbelievable battle that was. ... It was so much, and so interesting, and so vicious and horrible, and so beautiful in so many different ways -- it represented such a big portion of the success of this country. Gettysburg, wow." We aren't allowed to have the internet in here, but it is fine because I know that by heart.
Juror 5: Well, maybe. But I have to assume there's a certain minimum amount of knowledge about Grover Cleveland that all Americans just have.
Juror 8: If you know so much about Grover Cleveland's second term, I don't understand why you have to rush out of here to get to a lecture about it.
Juror 5: I'm giving the lecture!
Juror 8: I don't care if you're giving the lecture! This is a man! A man whom you're rushing to death at the chair!
Juror 9: Death?
Juror 4: Chair?
Juror 10: What trial do you think this is?
Juror 8: That's the stakes here, and you all know it! A boy pulls a switchblade --
Juror 9: This is Donald Trump's hush money trial.
Juror 8: Donald Trump? [He looks at his instruction card.] Oh, no, I am in the wrong deliberation room.
Juror 9: Aw, great, I think we're a mistrial now.
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Where is Obama? I answered your questions.
Karen's live chat with readers starts at 12 p.m. ET on Thursday, May 30. Submit your questions now.
By Karen Tumulty | 2024-05-30
I'm traveling the country covering my 10th presidential campaign, and this one promises to be unlike any we have ever seen. And the race is for more than the White House. Control of Congress and state houses across the country are all on the edge.
I'll be live online every other Thursday to chat with readers about the big and small moments, winners and losers, that make up this election. Read the transcript below.
Read my columns and past live chats, or sign up to receive my latest columns in your inbox.
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How to have a cicada summer 
You've been pallid and isolated for far too long. 
By Edith Pritchett | 2024-05-30

(Edith Pritchett/The Washington Post)
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Daines looks to turn around the GOP's 2022 Senate debacle
Republicans have good opportunities to flip nine Senate seats this November. After that, it's a different story.
By Marc Thiessen | 2024-05-30

Sen. Steve Daines (R-Mont.) speaks to the media following a luncheon at the U.S. Capitol on May 15. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


There is an almost irrational exuberance on the right over the 2024 elections. President Biden is so unpopular, and Democrats are in such a panic-driven "freakout," that many assume victory is all but inevitable.
But when it comes to control of the Senate, Republicans would do well to recall what happened in the 2022 midterms. Then, as now, the Senate map was tilted in their favor, and Biden was one of the most unpopular presidents since World War II. Republicans expected a red wave to sweep them back into power. Instead, they watched as Biden turned in one of the best first midterm performances of any president since John F. Kennedy.
The mastermind behind this epic disaster was Sen. Rick Scott (R-Fla.), whose mismanagement of the National Republican Senatorial Committee-- wasting nearly $180 million on consultants and self-promotion while he vacationed in Italy aboard a luxury yacht -- left the NRSC's coffers virtually empty in the final months of the campaign. The committee had to cancel ad buys in critical swing states and take out $13 million in loans in September just to cover its operating expenses. And Scott's failure to intervene in the primaries left Republicans with a slate of unelectable candidates who lost winnable races in state after state.
Now, after leaving the NRSC $20 million in debt and Democrats with an expanded majority, Scott has announced he will run for Senate GOP leader. His candidacy gives new meaning to the term "failing up."
There won't be a Republican majority to lead unless Sen. Steve Daines (R-Mont.) -- the man left to clean up Scott's mess -- succeeds where Scott disastrously failed. And the new NRSC chairman has a warning for his fellow Republicans: If the GOP blows it again, they won't get another chance to win Senate control for a decade or more.
In an interview in Daines's campaign offices, he pointed out that in 2024, the GOP is defending no seats in states Biden won, while Democrats are defending three in states Donald Trump won in 2020 (Montana, Ohio and West Virginia) and five in states Biden won by 5 points or less (Wisconsin, Pennsylvania, Nevada, Arizona and Michigan). Add to this the surprise candidacy of former Maryland governor Larry Hogan (R) -- who was recruited by Daines's chief of staff, Darin Thacker, the old-fashioned way, by a heartfelt letter urging him to run -- having put a Democrat-held seat in play, and that's nine good pickup opportunities.
But after November, Daines warned, the opportunities dry up.
"I'm a Procter & Gamble exec from 13 years," he said. "They teach you how to think and lead strategically" and "look out over the horizon" to assess opportunities and risks. So he looked at the Senate map for 2026. "It started to get real quiet that night when I saw there were zero red states ... with Democrats up [for reelection] in '26," he said. Then he looked at 2028. "It even got quieter: It was zero."
In other words, he said, if Republicans fail to take back the majority this cycle, "we likely stay in the minority through 2030."
The drought could actually last longer, he explained, if Democrats win the Senate, the House and the presidency -- something that is unlikely but not impossible given their recent record of upset wins. Then, he said, "the filibuster is gone." The only reason it survived Biden's first two years, when Democrats had unified control of government, is because two Democrats -- Sens. Joe Manchin III (W.Va.) and Kyrsten Sinema (Ariz.) -- saved it.
"Both are retiring," he said. Without the filibuster, Democrats could pack the Senate by making D.C. and Puerto Rico states, which could result in "four Democrat senators in perpetuity added to the mix." They could ram through H.R. 1, which would allow them to rewrite federal voting rules to favor their party. That means "no more voter ID requirements" and "mail-in ballot elections everywhere." Finally, he said, they could pack the Supreme Court with additional justices who would uphold their power grab.
He is determined to make sure that does not happen. Unlike Scott, who failed to intervene in the primaries, Daines made sure the GOP nominated the most electable candidates in key states. "When you look at election cycles ... filing day is as important as election day," he said. "So we weren't afraid to get involved -- in some cases, aggressively -- in primaries because the stakes are too high to sit back and just kind of watch it all unfold."
Daines worked to find what he called "winsome conservatives" with Reaganesque qualities who could "appeal beyond just the Republican base, and also to independent voters, [who] will decide these tight elections.
"The nation's yearning for that," he said. "Winners make policy, losers go home."
An early Trump supporter, Daines worked with the former president to secure his endorsement of those candidates. Trump endorsed Gov. Jim Justice over Rep. Alex Mooney in West Virginia, and former Navy SEAL Tim Sheehy over Rep. Matt Rosendale in Montana, as well as former representative Mike Rogers in Michigan, David McCormick in Pennsylvania (whom he had passed over for Mehmet Oz in 2022) and businessman Eric Hovde in Wisconsin.
His recruiting record is not perfect. In Ohio, Democrats have repeated their successful 2022 strategy of backing "poison pill" MAGA candidates, spending over $2.5 million to boost Trump-backed Bernie Moreno with ads calling him "too conservative for Ohio." The RealClearPolitics average has the Democratic incumbent Sen. Sherrod Brown up by 5 points in a state where Trump is leading by 10.
And in Arizona, Republicans nominated the disastrous Kari Lake -- a poster child for the GOP's 2022 midterm failure -- who lost a winnable governor's race. Lake is so unpopular that far-left Democratic Rep. Ruben Gallego is leading her by 7 points in the RCP average in a state where Trump is leading by 4.
Despite those setbacks, the GOP is far better positioned to make gains this year thanks to Daines. The race in West Virginia is "all but over," he said, which means that, barring unexpected GOP losses, there will be at least a 50-50 Senate. Republicans would only need to flip one more seat to secure the majority outright.
In his home state of Montana, Daines predicts, "Trump is going to win by 15 to 20 points," which will benefit Sheehy in his bid to unseat Sen. Jon Tester (D). And in Ohio, Trump's 10-point lead could boost Moreno. In Michigan, "Biden's got real problems," not just with Arab American voters in Dearborn but also with the United Auto Workers, whose members are "very concerned [about] what's happening right now with these crazy green initiatives coming from the Biden administration, mandating EVs." And, Daines said, "nobody had Maryland on their dance card."
In addition, Daines said, Biden has a growing problem not just with swing voters but also with his own base. "These Senate races on election night may come down to 1 or 2 points. You start looking at where Biden and the Democrats are struggling right now with minority voters, including African Americans and Hispanics, and also Jewish voters. I think if you add that up, it becomes a real problem for the Democrats."
If he pulls it off, Daines will be an instant contender to lead the new Senate majority. Trump has already thrown his support behind him. But right now, he said, "Truly, I'm not aspiring to be leader. I'm focused on getting the majority back.
"The stakes could not be higher, and failure is not an option," he added.
"It's going to be important, when President Trump wins, that we have the ability for this new Senate majority to work closely and well with the new administration," he said. "I can play in that position in many different ways, and I'm focused here on winning the majority, and then policy wins once President Trump's elected with the Republican majority of the Senate."
This much is certain: If the guy who wins the Senate majority jumps in the race for leader, the guy who lost it two years ago has no chance.
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Who is to blame for AI becoming ever more human?
Is it the tech companies? Or is it us?
By Bina Venkataraman, Josh Tyrangiel, Amanda Ripley | 2024-05-30

Text from the ChatGPT page of the OpenAI website is shown in this photo, in New York, Feb. 2, 2023. (AP Photo/Richard Drew, File)


The dustup over ChatGPT allegedly mimicking a famous actress's voice raised concerns about making artificial intelligence seem more human.
Three of our columnists -- Amanda Ripley, Josh Tyrangiel and Bina Venkataraman -- talk through their own experiences dealing with AI and how our relationship with this new technology could evolve.
Use the audio player or The Post's "Impromptu" podcast feed to listen to the entire conversation.
Amanda Ripley: I know the first time I used ChatGPT, my brain just kept thinking of it as a human. So I kept saying "please" and "thank you," for example. Have you ever caught your brain treating AI like it's human?
Josh Tyrangiel: I started very polite. You're trained in society to be nice to things. And now that I've been using it for a year-plus, I'm like: "Just do it. Just do the thing, spit it back out!" And then if it's too long, I'm like, "Too long!" So we've definitely gotten into a productive but very dysfunctional relationship.
Amanda: So when it started out, there was kind of a honeymoon period. And now it's like you've been married for 20 years, and you're just barking orders.
Josh: Yeah. It totally started out like a Jane Austen novel where everyone is excessively polite. And now it's very much like Edith and Archie Bunker -- like an ancient relationship of screaming between the kitchen and the dining room.
Bina Venkataraman: This is really about human nature. The way that we interact with these chatbots is related to how we do things and how we've been doing them for time eternal. We anthropomorphize animals. We put our own lens on what human consciousness, and human cognition and intelligence, are onto other objects and other beings, and this is an extension of that.
We might be extrapolating their intelligence beyond where they actually are today. And we in fact are far from truly conscious, sentient beings that people fear -- this sort of artificial general intelligence, or the singularity, or the kind of scary scenario where AI can take over and has its own intent and consciousness.
Amanda: You're saying it's less about the AI and more about us -- and what we project onto the machine?
Josh: The first real-world example most people have had of is the hallucination phenomenon, which -- in ordinary technological language -- it's just a software bug. The software doesn't respond the way you expect it to.
But because we very rapidly condition this thing to be a kind of human mirror, it's actually everybody's first Milgram prison experiment experience because what you're doing is placing the chatbot in a position of some authority. It has knowledge, authority over you. So the weirdness of inputting something and then getting back something that is clearly either wrong or slightly manipulative is largely because of us. We are used to software bugs. We're not used to this position where we imbue people with trust and authority and they screw with our heads.
Listen to the full conversation here:
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The latest mass killing of civilians brings Israel to an inflection point 
With condemnation growing after horrific deaths in Rafah, new pressure could push Netanyahu toward ending the war.
By Jennifer Rubin | 2024-05-30

A woman with a child as Palestinians flee Rafah in the southern Gaza Strip on Tuesday. (Hatem Khaled/Reuters)


The latest mass casualty event in Gaza, the accidental killing of at least 45 civilians in a horrific fire set off by shelling, echoes the killing of seven World Central Kitchen aid workers last month. After that tragedy, fierce condemnation forced Israel to increase humanitarian aid and intensify efforts to "deconflict" (i.e., take measures to prevent accidental killings). Now, in the wake of the killing of 45 innocents, pressure on Israel mounts again. As a result, two starkly different possibilities emerge: another cycle of recrimination and Israeli defiance, fueled by Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's personal desperation to remain in power, or domestic and international pressure galvanizing to bring about a negotiated end to the ordeal.
As unlikely as the latter may seem, there are precedents for it. "When a single Israeli action has resulted in a civilian death toll that the world cannot tolerate, it's often become a tipping point in the course of conflict," writes Dan Perry for the Forward. "Perhaps the most well-remembered such case was Israel's 2006 shelling of Qana in Lebanon, which killed more than 100 displaced people. Outrage over the Qana massacre was so extreme that the strike ended up being one of the final actions in Israel's (quite justifiable) 'Grapes of Wrath' operation against Hezbollah terrorists."
With the investigation ongoing, the precise sequence of events is as yet unknown. "The Israeli military is investigating the possibility that munitions stored near a compound in Gaza hit by an air strike on Sunday may have caught fire, killing more than 40 civilians, a spokesperson said on Tuesday," Reuters reported. "Chief military spokesperson Rear Admiral Daniel Hagari said it was still unclear what set off the deadly blaze in the southern Gaza city of Rafah, but added that the 17 kilogram munitions used in the strike were believed to be too small to have set off such a big fire."
Whatever the specifics of this incident, the deaths would not have occurred but for Israel's incursion. Accordingly, the Israeli government finds itself the target of international condemnation. The government's response did not help matters. As Israeli press reported, Netanyahu was silent for nearly 24 hours and then merely expressed regret over "a tragic mishap" and promised the Knesset he would investigate.
Meanwhile, the Associated Press reported, "Egypt's military said one of its soldiers was shot dead during an exchange of fire in the Rafah area, without providing further details. Israel said it was in contact with Egyptian authorities, and both sides said they were investigating." And both these deadly events came just days after the International Court of Justice (ICJ) issued a vaguely worded opinion that Israel must "immediately halt its military offensive, and any other action in the Rafah governorate, which may inflict on the Palestinian group in Gaza conditions of life that could bring about its physical destruction in whole or in part."
The ICJ ruling (to which Israel and the United States object strenuously), the Rafah deaths and the Egyptian exchange collectively intensify the impression of recklessness, disarray and arrogance in a military operation already facing criticism for lack of a viable strategic plan. After so many warnings about Israel's obligation to minimize civilian casualties and, specifically, to forgo a full-scale invasion into densely populated Rafah (forcing nearly 1 million people to flee), the backlash to Netanyahu's conduct of the war intensifies. Already, domestic opposition is coalescing.
Yair Lapid, the opposition leader and chairman of Yesh Atid, and Avigdor Liberman, the Yisrael Beytenu chairman, met with New Hope chairman Gideon Sa'ar on Wednesday "to discuss the formation of an alternative government," the Jerusalem Post reported. "Sources in the opposition said the three parties are taking steps to overthrow the government and combine different parties to form a new government." They are also planning to include war cabinet member Benny Gantz, who has vowed to leave the emergency cabinet and pull his centrist party out of Netanyahu's coalition if there is no postwar plan by June 8.
In sum, Netanyahu faces loud and harsh criticism from all sides: the international community, the Biden administration, members of the U.S. Congress, current and retired Israeli military officials, and mass protests that have become increasingly antagonistic toward him. Though the sources are different, the complaints (e.g., no strategic plan, not enough focus on the hostages, insufficient attention to mass civilian casualties, courting of international scorn, vile public comments that engender international legal action) are largely the same. The criticism has intensified in the aftermath of the latest civilian disaster and might help shift momentum in favor of a cease-fire.
Meanwhile, the initial response from the Biden administration was exceptionally cautious, to the dismay of critics who imagine President Biden has the power to control the Netanyahu government. A National Security Council spokesman initially called the deaths "heartbreaking" and emphasized that "Israel must take every precaution possible to protect civilians." White House spokesman John Kirby later maintained that the administration had not seen evidence that an event violating Biden's red line -- a full-scale invasion -- had taken place. As insufficient as the response may be to many critics, in holding back on more vocal public condemnation, the Biden team preserves the chance for intense behind-the-scenes efforts (now matched by more unified Israeli opponents) and leaves the door open to later discussions of a Saudi peace plan.
Inextricably, Israel moves closer to an inflection point. Domestic and international outrage over its gross errors and strategic disarray, worry that Israeli troops have been "stretched too thin" and Netanyahu's fear of a coalition collapse, together, may finally move him toward a resolution of the war. This could include a cease-fire, return of hostages and installation of a "day after" transition governing force composed of Palestinian technocrats in Gaza, moderate Arab states and international aid organizations. The alternative: endless fighting, more casualties, continued diplomatic isolation of Israel, a serious fraying of U.S.-Israeli ties -- and Netanyahu's worst nightmare, domestic unrest and disintegration of his coalition.
While Rafah civilian deaths tear at the heart of any decent person, the latest incident may also create an opportunity to force the war's end -- but only if the array of domestic and international critics force Netanyahu to seize it.
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Why this year's election interference could make 2016 look cute
The first big AI crisis isn't some hypothetical far off in the future. It's coming on Election Day.
By Josh Tyrangiel | 2024-05-30
When you watch a man attempt to hit a softball, you don't expect him to swing at his own head. Apparently, Dario Amodei has never played softball. At a Bloomberg tech conference on May 9, the founder and chief executive of Anthropic -- which makes the AI assistant Claude and is valued at $15 billion -- was lobbed a sunny, end-of-session question: Make the case for why people should be excited about artificial intelligence rather than scared. The best he could offer was, "I'm 10 out of 10 excited, and I'm 10 out of 10 worried." I'm guessing his publicist went home and got 10 out of 10 hammered.
Almost every AI CEO has a variation on the glass-half-full, glass-might-explode answer. Elon Musk thinks there's a decent chance AI destroys humanity, which is why he says his company X.ai is moving full speed to prevent it. Sam Altman, the head of OpenAI, believes artificial intelligence can solve some of the planet's hardest problems -- while creating enough new ones that he suggests the top AI models be scrutinized by the equivalent of U.N. weapons inspectors.
Unfortunately, all of this dead-ends in the dumbest possible place. Accepting that the promise and peril of AI are equal -- and that the only way off the Mobius strip is to keep making more AI until good eventually prevails, or doesn't -- is Wayne LaPierre territory. It was the former head of the National Rifle Association who merged the evasion of responsibility into a sales pitch when he declared, "The only way to stop a bad guy with a gun is with a good guy with a gun." I don't think the biggest players in AI are as scoundrelous as LaPierre, and there's a national security argument for why they should keep sprinting ahead of China. But are we really just going to slouch our way into an arms race that enriches the AI makers while absolving them of any responsibility? Even for the United States, isn't that almost too on-brand?
This would all be less concerning if the first big AI crisis were some hypothetical far in the future. But there's one circled on the calendar: Nov. 5, 2024. Election Day.
For more than a year, FBI Director Christopher A. Wray has warned about a wave of election interference that could make 2016 look cute. No respectable foreign adversary needs an army of human trolls in 2024. AI can belch out literally billions of pieces of realistic-looking and sounding misinformation about when, where and how to vote. It can just as easily customize political propaganda for any individual target. In 2016, Brad Parscale, Donald Trump's digital campaign director, spent endless hours customizing tiny thumbnail campaign ads for groups of 20 to 50 people on Facebook. It was miserable work but an incredibly effective way to make people feel seen by a campaign. In 2024, Brad Parscale is software, available to any chaos agent for pennies. There are more legal restrictions on ads, but AI can create fake social profiles and aim squarely for your individual feed. Deepfakes of candidates have been here for months, and the AI companies keep releasing tools that make all of this material faster and more convincing.
Almost 80 percent of Americans think some form of AI abuse is likely to affect the outcome of November's presidential election. Wray has staffed each of the FBI's 56 field offices with at least two election-crime coordinators. He's urged people to be more discerning with their media sources. In public, he's the face of chill. "Americans can and should have confidence in our election system," he said at the International Conference on Cyber Security in January. Privately, an elected official familiar with Wray's thinking told me the director is in a middle manager's paradox: loads of responsibility, limited authority. "[Wray] keeps highlighting the issue but he won't play politics and he doesn't make policy," that official said. "The FBI enforces laws. The director is like, 'please ask Congress where the laws are.'"
Is this about to turn into one of those rage-filled yawps about Congress? Yeah, kind of. Because the Senate has spent a year grandstanding about the need to balance speed and thoroughness when regulating AI -- and succeeded by delivering zero of both. But stick around for the punchline.
On May 15, the Senate released a 31-page AI road map that drew immediate friendly fire -- "striking for its lack of vision," declared Alondra Nelson, President Biden's former acting director of White House Office of Science and Technology Policy. The road map contains nothing that would force the AI makers to step up and nothing that would help Wray. No content verification standard, no mandatory watermarking of AI content, and certainly no digital privacy law to criminalize the deepfaking of voices and likenesses. If the AI industry thinks it should be both arsonist and firefighter, Congress appears happy to provide them matches and water. But we can at least savor how Sen. Todd Young (R-Ind.), a member of the Senate's self-described AI Gang, summarized the abdication of responsibility: "Where vagueness was required to come to an agreement, we embrace vagueness." Dario Amodei, you're free to go.
You're familiar with the Spider-Man meme, in which two costumed Spider-Men point at each other in confusion, accusing the other of being an impostor while a criminal gets away? This version seemingly has 21/2. Because while the AI companies shrug, and Congress celebrates vagueness, it's the social media companies who distribute most of the misinformation. And by comparison, they're actually not terrible.
I mean, they have been. It was Meta chief executive Mark Zuckerberg who initially dismissed the impact of Russian misinformation on the 2016 election as "pretty crazy." But a year later, Zuckerberg recognized he was wrong, kicking off what security people at Meta and other platforms, as well as officials in law enforcement, describe as something like Glasnost. Each side acknowledged the stakes of failure and found a way to work together -- often using their own AI software to detect anomalies in posting patterns. They would then share findings and zap malicious content before it could spread. The 2020 and 2022 elections were more than proof of concept. They were a success.
But all of that collaboration preceded the boom in AI -- and all of it ended last July. Murthy v. Missouri, a case brought by the Republican attorneys general of Louisiana and Missouri, claimed that federal communication with social media platforms to remove misinformation was a "censorship enterprise" that violates the First Amendment. Was the suit an act of political vengeance motivated by the misperception that social media leans left? You bet. But you don't have to be a partisan to imagine how a back and forth between a social media platform and, say, a president with narcissistic personality disorder could turn coercive. U.S. District Judge Terry Doughty sided with the plaintiffs and issued a temporary injunction that was affirmed by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 5th Circuit.
In March, Sen. Mark R. Warner (D-Va.), chair of the Senate Intelligence Committee, revealed the consequences of that decision: eight months of total silence between the feds and social media companies regarding misinformation. "That ought to scare the hell out of all of us," said Warner. The Supreme Court is scheduled to rule on Murthy v. Missouri next month, and there are at least preliminary indications the justices are skeptical of the lower court's ruling.
Regardless of the court's decision, most of the social media executives I speak with are high on the fumes of their own righteousness. For once, they've been caught doing the right thing! It's not their fault the courts got involved! They remind me of my teenage self when it was the neighbor's son who got in trouble -- and also in their convenient amnesia. Misinformation isn't just the presence of lies but the erosion of credible facts; and Meta, Google, X and the rest have led the charge to enfeeble journalism. First by killing its business model, next by equalizing news with makeup tutorials and ASMR videos under the bloodless banner of "content," and finally by eliminating it from their feeds altogether. Half a Spider-Man might be generous.
It's hard to know what November will look like. Not great is the obvious answer. A singular "War of the Worlds" style act of imaginative deception -- a presidential candidate in a compromised position, an announcement of an incoming terrorist attack -- seems unlikely, and would at least have the benefit of standing out, making it easier to debunk. I'm more frightened of a million AI monkeys on a million AI typewriters cranking out low-level chaos -- particularly in local elections. Rural counties are plagued by bare-bones staffing and are often in the middle of news deserts. They're perfect petri dishes for an information virus that could go undetected. Some states are training election officials and poll workers to spot deepfakes, but there's no chance all of the country's more than 100,000 polling places will be prepared. Especially when the tech moves so fast they can't be sure of what to prepare for.
The best way to clean up a mess is to never make one in the first place. This is a virtue of responsible adults -- and until recently, functional democracies. Maybe the Supreme Court overrules Murthy. Maybe the AI companies will volunteer for more oversight and postpone new AI releases until 2025. Maybe the FBI's Wray can move Congress. But if none of those maybes come through, prepare for an Election Day in LaPierre Land. Thoughts and prayers, everybody.
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The Libertarian Party had a chance to matter this year. Oops.
The small-government party is young, energetic -- and totally uninterested in winning elections.
By Jim Geraghty | 2024-05-30

Former president Donald Trump, the presumptive GOP nominee for president, speaks to the Libertarian National Convention in Washington on Saturday. (Jose Luis Magana/AP) 


The Libertarian Party chose to nominate Chase Oliver as their presidential candidate this past weekend. The good news: We have our first major presidential candidate of 2024 who is not eligible for Social Security. President Biden turns 82 shortly after the election, and Donald Trump turns 78 next month. Jill Stein just turned 74, Cornel West turns 71 this week, and Robert F. Kennedy Jr. turned 70 in January. In the unlikely event that all of these candidates qualified for a debate, the 38-year-old Oliver would stand out like actor Steve Guttenberg among his fellow cast members of "Cocoon."
More good news: The Libertarians didn't nominate Jacob Hornberger, the guy who pledged to "abolish the Border Patrol and ICE and all controls on the free movements of people across borders." I suppose that by declaring it to be legal for everyone to cross the border, you have technically solved the problem of illegal immigration. Yeah, that's the way to handle the 2 million or so illegal border crossings each year over the past three years.
The bad news: Oliver wants a path to citizenship for 8 million people who entered the country illegally, which is just another way of rewarding people for breaking the law.
Libertarianism is a beautiful philosophy cursed by its advocates. This is the third straight presidential cycle in which Democrats and Republicans have nominated unpopular figures. On paper, this is where a nice, normal human being who talked about reducing the scale and size of government, and maximizing liberty, should be remarkably popular. But for some reason, the 2016 Libertarian nominee, Gary Johnson, thought it would be cute to stick his tongue out during an interview with MSNBC's Kasie Hunt, and you couldn't find Jo Jorgensen on the side of a milk carton in the 2020 news cycle. (The tongue guy had the best performance in the party's history, with 3.3 percent of the vote nationwide in 2016.)
During an appearance at the Libertarian Party convention that went off the rails this past weekend, presumptive Republican nominee Donald Trump sneered at the booing crowd: "Maybe you don't want to win. ... Keep getting your 3 percent every four years."
Of course the Libertarian Party is happy getting 1 to 3 percent every four years! No one joins the Libertarian Party because they love winning elections so much. Libertarianism as an abstract philosophy of limited government and maximum freedom is broadly appealing. Unfortunately, libertarianism as an actual political party is best represented by that fat guy stripping on stage during their 2016 nominating convention.
Oliver is likely to be a more amiable candidate -- really good odds of never sticking out his tongue the entire campaign -- but he still is advocating for some policies that will be a hard sell. Many Libertarians are functionally isolationist, and Oliver wants to "close all overseas bases and immediately return active-duty personnel to domestic bases." Good luck, NATO! Oliver also wants to end all "aid being directed to nation-states currently at war. This includes Israel and Ukraine." Vladimir Putin and Hamas must be high-fiving over that suggestion.
Oliver also wants to "decriminalize possession and use of all drugs." If I thought legalization would lead to fewer people suffering the devastating and sometimes fatal consequences of addiction, I'd be all for it. Alas, widespread accessibility to the hard stuff -- in particular, heroin and fentanyl -- makes people's lives worse not better. Even progressives in Portland, Ore., are reversing decriminalization effort from several years ago, seeing record overdoses and desperate, mind-addled addicts lying on their sidewalks.
Americans keep asking for a normal presidential candidate, and the Libertarians keep mishearing it was "a NORML presidential candidate."
The Libertarian Party attracts the kinds of people who would rather be right than compromise one iota to be more popular and win more votes. Lo and behold, a party made up of people who hate making any changes to work within a larger group to achieve a goal isn't great at building a broad coalition or avoiding infighting.
Sometimes, that willingness to defy orthodoxy makes you a daring, visionary iconoclast. And sometimes, it just makes you a maniac.
Oliver is probably going to get that traditional 1 to 3 percent or so, and the Libertarians will consider it a victory. Certainly, it isn't likely to be enough of a disappointment to think about changing or compromising the party's stances on any issues.
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What's the best way to fight viral disinformation? Look to South Florida. 
Latinos are using personal credibility to fight online rumors. 
By Bina Venkataraman | 2024-05-30
In the early hours of a Saturday morning in April, a man in a bar fight in the Miami suburb of Doral shot and killed a security guard who tried to intervene. Soon residents started sharing a rumor over WhatsApp and Telegram. The killer, conspiracists asserted, must have belonged to a criminal gang from Venezuela infiltrating the United States. Known as Tren de Aragua, the criminal organization has become a recurring boogeyman in anti-immigrant conspiracy theories circulating in Spanish-speaking diaspora communities over the past year.
By the time the Miami-Dade Police Department released the name of the actual shooter -- who was not an immigrant from Venezuela or anywhere else and whom police also shot and killed -- the lie had already penetrated community gossip circles. Lost in the early rumor mill was that an immigrant family was the victim of the crime: The 23-year-old fallen security guard was George Castellanos, an aspiring police officer and the father of an adorable little girl.
A national survey conducted late last year showed that Hispanics around the country see open borders and immigration as the nation's No. 1 security threat -- over terrorism, access to guns, cyberattacks, war, China or Russia. Eduardo Gamarra, a political scientist at Florida International University who conducted that public polling, says rampant disinformation contributes to the perception in immigrant communities that the next wave of migrants poses dangers that their own wave did not. Meanwhile, online accounts tied to the Kremlin and Russian state media have been actively spreading lies about immigrants in the United States this year in an apparent attempt to undermine public support for aid to Ukraine.
Messaging apps such as WhatsApp and Telegram, used to communicate within the United States but also with family and friends from countries of origin, have an outsize impact in shaping views in Latino communities, and it's harder to track false information spreading on them than on more open social media platforms. Big Tech companies have also done far too little in recent election cycles to address disinformation in non-English languages posted by the likes of propagandists and political campaigns on their platforms, providing fodder by way of links used for conspiratorial private-messaging threads.
But what is happening today in Spanish-speaking communities also paints a picture of where the entire nation might find itself in the near future. Artificial intelligence is increasing the ease and slashing the cost of creating and circulating online rumors in multiple languages and formats -- from outlandish memes to deepfake videos. Shuttering local newspapers leave information gaps in English-speaking communities around the country that fearmongers with political or profit agendas can readily seize. Traditional arbiters and communicators of truth -- journalists, the courts, scientists -- have been losing trust across vast swaths of the population, and in some corners never earned it in the first place.
Who shot and killed someone in a nightclub is not a matter of subjective opinion -- nor is the deadliness of a new virus or the date that an election is being held. What will become of the public's ability to know such truths? This is what most keeps me awake at night when contemplating the future. Are we on the cusp of an era of unprecedented witch trials and xenophobia -- targeting people and groups who we feel pose a danger, instead of demanding that political and business leaders enact real reforms to keep us safe? How will we convict criminals, exonerate the innocent, prevent pandemics or hold elections in this new world?
I recently spoke with the leader of a community organization in South Florida called We Are Mas who also dreads this future -- and spends her days fighting to prevent it. Evelyn Perez-Verdia works to quell rumors in Spanish-speaking diaspora communities, using the same group chats where they already are and drawing on trusted community voices to influence them. As part of a collaboration with the Information Futures Lab at Brown University, Perez-Verdia recently recruited 25 local messengers -- including the head of a YWCA chapter and a Colombian American hairdresser -- to swat rumors as they start flying in South Florida.
The local influencers began by listening for questions and narratives taking hold in the community. They ranged from how safe it was to get the shingles vaccine to whether President Biden had a body double, from how to get a mammogram if underinsured to whether the 2024 presidential election had been canceled -- a notion now circulating among Latinos in swing states thanks to a social media post translated into Spanish featuring the Sandy Hook conspiracy theorist Alex Jones. Perez-Verdia and her collaborators gave the trusted messengers templates to answer the questions in both English and Spanish using WhatsApp and social media vernacular and formats, but also in person. The formula: Empathize with a concern, instead of shaming people or telling them they are wrong. And acknowledge -- rather than ignore -- the kernels of truth that make false claims seem convincing.
The South Florida influencers, for instance, heard a rumor circulating that the government had put microchips in the coronavirus vaccine so it could track people. Perez-Verdia and the co-directors of the Information Futures Lab,  Stefanie Friedhoff and Claire Wardle, recommended that the influencers acknowledge to community members who raised the rumor that it was a scary thought and of understandable concern. The influencers also explained that YouTube videos showed magnets and coins sticking to people's skin because of natural body oils. And they noted that private companies and government agencies can track people using credit card and cellphone data, while also explaining what was actually in the vaccine.
The impact of this kind of work on community awareness is still being documented, but it offers a useful counterpoint to the latest trend in investment to fight online rumors, which is far too focused on technological fixes for what is fundamentally a human problem. What resonates most are the stories that speak to people emotionally and that they feel engaged in -- whether or not they are true. Bad information meets people where they are when they are afraid and in the dark.
When there's a shooting or an outbreak in a neighborhood or town, people seek answers immediately -- and clues for how to keep themselves and their families safe. They look to people and cultural contexts that they trust for this information, whether it's a beauty salon or a WhatsApp group, and they construct stories, often in collaboration with others. Researchers from the University of Washington have found, for instance, that many online conspiracy groups have a participatory quality, engaging their audiences in creating a narrative -- a characteristic lacking in most credible information sources.
That's why it's underwhelming to see technology companies today espousing "watermarking" -- labeling digital images and text so that more people might distinguish what comes from verifiable sources and what has been concocted by AI -- as the solution to the proliferation of online disinformation. Many of the same companies' social media and search platforms have long eased the way for propagandists all over the world to spread lies and conspiracies, resisting calls to tame their gardens in the name of free speech. AI is an amplifier of that existing trend, not the cause of it. There's not much hope, moreover, that good information can now drown out the surfeit of bad.
It would be a better idea if the tech companies that have profited from the spread of misinformation, as well as governments and philanthropies, invested in community-level efforts to combat conspiracies like the one in South Florida -- or attempted otherwise to get to the root causes for why people find them so compelling.
Rumors will likely remain rampant online as long as there is something to gain from manipulating the masses; people who seek to impart the truth might never be able to keep up with their pace. But that is all the more reason not simply to play whack-a-mole with pieces of online disinformation if we hope to see the truth win even some of the time. Better that more focus is placed on people, for a start. The most urgent targets should be communities in swing states, where lies are fast spreading as interlopers try to influence this year's election.
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Democrats are taking Latinos for granted 
How can Latinos consider voting for Trump? Let's begin with some numbers. 
By Luis Miranda | 2024-05-30

A man passes an early-voting site on Feb. 14, 2022, in San Antonio. (Eric Gay/AP)


Luis A. Miranda Jr. chairs the Latino Victory Fund and is the author of "Relentless: My Story of the Latino Spirit That Is Transforming America."
Those of us who have spent a lifetime working in Latino politics find ourselves fielding a single question these days: How can Latinos even consider voting for a candidate who suggests that immigrants are "poisoning the blood of our country"?
To answer that question, we need to examine the conventional wisdom about Latino voters. Many Democrats believe that Latinos behave like other elements of the party's base: as something of a bloc, with widely shared experiences of oppression in this country.
Racial politics are an open wound in the United States, and racism clearly plays a role in the anti-immigrant prejudice of Donald Trump and his MAGA followers.
But Latino politics are far more complicated than that. Yes, Latino voters lean toward Democrats. However, they are not automatically Democratic voters. They are persuadable swing voters, and that single misconception is hurting President Biden and his party.
Let's begin with some numbers. Most analyses of Latino voters are based on national polls with a tiny sampling of Latinos. Most of these polls are conducted in English, ignoring the roughly one-quarter or more of Latino voters whose first language is Spanish. These polls spit out headlines that are unreliable.
Latino support for Biden and Trump should be measured instead against detailed analysis of both real ballots and exit polls in 2020. And that data is no better than mixed. According to research by UCLA's Latino Policy & Politics Institute, Latino voters preferred Biden over Trump by a margin of nearly 3 to 1 in some states, such as California and Arizona, and by 2 to 1 in others, such as Texas and Florida.
In swing states such as Georgia and Wisconsin, the margin of Latino support for Biden over Trump was larger than Biden's margin of victory.
But there is some evidence that the Latino vote has shifted in recent years. In 2020, Biden received 59 percent of the Latino vote: 61 percent of women and 57 percent of men. A March 2024 Ipsos poll of only Latino voters, conducted in English and Spanish of about 1,000 people, showed Biden with a favorable rating of 41 percent and Trump with a favorable rating of 32 percent. Biden appears to be running considerably behind where he was four years ago, while Trump has barely moved.
Which means the story of this election is not about Trump gaining support as much as Biden losing it -- at least for now. Some of that softening reflects the general sense of unease around Biden because of his age as well as the challenges of inflation and immigration.
And some of it reflects how Democrats have taken Latinos for granted, particularly because of the party's long-standing assumption that they will vote just like their African American neighbors. Persuadable voters need persuading. They need constant contact -- in their own space and their own language. They need to be understood.
For the diverse community of Latinos in this country, that starts with understanding where their families have come from and when they arrived. Democrats should expect newcomers from Venezuela to share the distrust of socialism that has characterized Cuban Americans for so long.
They are primed for the disinformation that seeps through social media tying Biden to Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.), for example, simply because they respect each other. Fighting the lies absorbed by Latino voters should be a daily battle for Democrats.
Republicans do not need to win Latino voters to defeat Biden. They just need to peel away enough Latinos to weaken his coalition.
Democrats must do more than play defense. They should talk directly to the Latinos who recognize in Trump a familiar figure from their homelands: the strongman who pretends to look after the little guy.
By far, the top issues for Latinos are economic concerns: jobs, wages and prices. At a time of low unemployment and rising wages, Democrats should be talking directly to Latinos about the disaster of Trump's pandemic economy.
Democrats often assume that immigration reform is their only hope of winning Latino voters. Republicans often assume that treating new migrants as political footballs will never hurt their Latino support. Both positions are mistaken.
Latinos are not blind to the burdens of high levels of migration. The communities facing the greatest strains at the border are often dominated by Latinos. What unites us is the desire to see a humane, orderly approach to immigration -- one that is transparent, safe and respectful.
We're proud of our diversity. But we share important attitudes that both parties need to understand: We are here to work hard and build a better life for our children. We expect government to help us on that journey when needed, including quality education for our children and Social Security for our seniors.
Above all, we want to be respected -- not ignored, smeared or taken for granted.
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To restrain Putin in Ukraine, tighten sanctions
Western nations can do more to weaken Russia's determination to gain ground. 
By Benjamin Harris, David Wessel | 2024-05-30

Ukrainian soldiers prepare for combat on May 18 in the Kharkiv region where Russian soldiers have gained ground. (Kostiantyn Liberov/Libkos/Getty Images) 


Benjamin Harris is vice president and director of the economic studies program at the Brookings Institution. David Wessel is director of the Hutchins Center on Fiscal and Monetary Policy at Brookings.
Ukraine's allies, including the United States, met Russia's invasion two years ago with an unprecedented outpouring of sanctions. They put a price cap on Russian oil exports, froze $300 billion worth of Russian foreign exchange reserves, and severed many of the links between Russia's financial institutions and the rest of the world.
In congressional testimony on the first anniversary of the invasion, Daleep Singh, a former White House deputy national security adviser, said the restrictions were designed to maximize the costs imposed on Russian President Vladimir Putin, degrade his ability to project power on the world stage and show other autocracies (China, perhaps) that redrawing borders by force would be punished.
The sanctions remain a work in progress. They clearly have reduced Russia's oil and gas revenue, weakened its ability to produce nondefense goods, made importing high-tech components harder and shaken the country's banking system. But the Russian economy has yet to implode (as the chart from our Ukraine Index illustrates).
And although the sanctions have multiplied over the course of the war, they have yet to weaken Putin's determination to keep fighting. It is increasingly obvious that the United States and its allies need a better strategy to restrain Russian's imperialist behavior.
We asked several experts how the United States might tighten the sanctions noose around Putin's neck. The advice they offered boils down to these five strategies. (The Brookings Institution has published fuller versions of the proposals.)
Limit Russia's earnings from natural gas. As the West has blocked some trade with Russia and Europe has sharply reduced its imports of Russian natural gas, Russia has turned to China. Now, says German sanctions scholar Janis Kluge, it is important to prevent Russia from exploiting the natural gas in West Siberia, including by sanctioning companies that help Gazprom build the proposed Power of Siberia 2 pipeline to China via Mongolia. Also, now that world food markets have adjusted to the Ukraine war's disruptions, the United States and the E.U. should stop importing Russian fertilizer (for which gas is a key input).
Allow Russians to send money out of the country. The White House has said that one goal of sanctions is to weaken the ruble's foreign exchange value, making Russian imports more costly, pushing up inflation and leading the Russian central bank to raise interest rates. To this same end, the United States, the E.U. and Switzerland should also remove the obstacles they have placed against Russians moving money out of their country -- in an apparent effort to put pressure on Russian oligarchs. Sergey Aleksashenko, a former deputy chairman of the Central Bank of Russia, estimates that if 100,000 Russian households and small businesses each transferred $10,000 out of the country every month, the annual costs to the economy would be roughly equivalent to a $7 per barrel drop in the price of crude.
Monitor the shadow oil fleet. To avoid the world's oil-price cap -- which blocks ships carrying Russian crude from buying essential insurance if the price of the oil exceeds $60 a barrel -- Russia has assembled a fleet of aging tankers insured by shadowy companies that might not make sure the ships are sound and are unlikely to have the resources to cover the cost of spills. (This risk was underscored a year ago, when an 18-year-old tanker flying the Cook Islands flag lost power in the narrow Danish straits in the Baltic Sea and nearly crashed.) To prevent Russia from using this workaround, Craig Kennedy, a Russia expert at Harvard University's Davis Center, proposes that coastal states ask tankers passing by their shores to voluntarily verify the quality of their spill insurance -- and that the United States penalize any ship that refuses.
Confiscate assets. Last month, Congress passed the Rebuilding Economic Prosperity and Opportunity for Ukrainians Act (REPO), which authorizes President Biden to confiscate Russian sovereign assets held in the United States and use the money to help rebuild Ukraine and stave off the Russian invasion. Economists Joseph Stiglitz of Columbia University and Andrew Kosenko of Marist College argue that Biden should use this power -- to shrink the Russian central bank's balance sheet, potentially devalue the ruble and prompt bank runs within Russia, and weaken the bank's ability to extend credit -- which might ultimately undermine Putin's military production capacity.
End all business with Russia. An alternative to expanding the complex set of sanctions and exceptions would be for the United States and Europe to stop doing business with Russia altogether -- with limited exceptions for humanitarian considerations. In short, treat Russia as the United States treats North Korea. "The Russian economy needs to be squeezed from all ends to limit the resources available to wage the war in Ukraine," economists Torbjorn Becker of the Stockholm School of Economics and Yuriy Gorodnichenko of University of California at Berkeley, have written. "Even dictators must respect budget constraints, and we should ensure that these constraints are as tight as possible."
Ideally, Russia will soon be forced to retreat from Ukraine and these actions will prove unnecessary. Sadly, it's far more likely that sanctions on Russian will need to be intensified.
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To win the chip war, the U.S. must prioritize revolutionary research
Success requires America maintaining a technological edge.
By Chris MIller, Jordan Schneider, Arrian Ebrahimi | 2024-05-30

Semiconductor chips are manufactured in the clean room at GlobalFoundries Fab 8 in Malta, N.Y., in June 2021 (Cindy Schultz for The Washington Post) 


Chris Miller is the author of "Chip War: The Fight for the World's Most Critical Technology." Jordan Schneider is the founder of ChinaTalk, a podcast and newsletter on technology and U.S.-China relations. Arrian Ebrahimi writes the Chip Capitols newsletter on Substack.
Commerce Secretary Gina Raimondo has described the effort to boost the U.S. semiconductor industry as a technological moonshot -- a mirror of NASA's famed Apollo program. But this moonshot can only succeed if those behind it dare to dream big -- and dream up revolutionary technologies.
Through the Chips and Science Act, the Biden administration has begun to distribute $39 billion in manufacturing grants over five years to semiconductor chipmakers -- a shot in the arm for businesses competing against heavily subsidized rivals in East Asia and an insurance policy in the event of Chinese aggression. But in the long run, U.S. success requires maintaining a technological edge, and that means an emphasis on research and development.
The Commerce Department has established a National Semiconductor Technology Center -- the NSTC -- to deploy up to $11 billion in R&D funds allocated by the Chips Act over the next five years. But what exactly should the NSTC do? We think it should focus on taking big swings, complementing industry while remaining independent of it.
The pace foreseen by Moore's law -- the prediction that the computing power of chips would double every few years -- has slowed, imperiling the trend toward better, cheaper computing power. Sustaining Moore's law is critical to our nation's future prosperity and security, and to nearly every segment of technology. Guaranteeing another generation of exponential computing advances ought to be the NSTC's central priority.
For the NSTC to have any impact, it must allocate funds creatively. The $11 billion the Chips Act provides for R&D is a small sum relative to the roughly $60 billion that U.S. chip firms spend on such efforts each year. Companies such as Intel and Samsung are already among the world's top 10 spenders on R&D. Simply adding the NSTC's funds to the pot won't change much.
Yet most corporate R&D funding is spent not on "research" -- i.e., big bets on risky, long-term, high-payoff technologies -- but on "development," the effort to fine-tune products and make them market-ready. This is understandable because companies exist to bring products to market. But it means that only a small share of the industry's vast R&D spending goes toward researching revolutionary technologies that can disrupt established businesses.
The U.S. government has a storied history of supporting the long-run technological research that has made Moore's law possible. The Defense Department's R&D arm, the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency, or DARPA, provided seed funding for most of the key technologies used in today's cutting-edge chips. DARPA experts in the 1970s recognized that industry tends to focus on incremental improvements rather than paradigm-shifting innovations. So the agency repeatedly took bets that industry wouldn't, funding the software tools, computing architectures and machinery needed for far-reaching advances.
The NSTC should do the same. It won't be easy, however. After spending down government seed funding, the NSTC is expected to rely on contributions from industry, and companies will inevitably want their funds to promote incremental "development" related to their existing product plans. If the NSTC allows the priorities of major industry funders to shape its research agenda, it risks replicating existing research consortia, and its impact might be limited.
The greatest significance will come from selecting transformational research areas and allocating funds in innovative ways. A key goal should be better "lab to fab" interfaces, giving researchers opportunities to produce prototypes in high-end commercial chip plants, known as fabs. This will require new methods of collaboration between universities, start-ups, industry and government -- which the NSTC is ideally placed to coordinate and fund. Yet it must ensure that these opportunities serve as a public good for the wider semiconductor ecosystem and aren't monopolized by the largest industry bidders.
Industry naturally wants the NSTC to focus on supporting existing road maps. Memory-chip firms want a memory-focused R&D center, while companies making communications chips want research focused in that direction. But structuring itself around existing categories would bias the NSTC toward incremental improvements rather than new moonshot bets.
The NSTC's biggest investments should be in capabilities that would help the entire industry, such as AI-enabled chip-design tools. It should also develop new materials and tools needed for ever more precise manufacturing. These capabilities require long-term investments with uncertain payouts, so venture capital funding is scarce. Yet it was DARPA's investments in design software and chip-making tools a generation ago that produced the chips powering artificial intelligence today.
The NSTC can also support standardization and data-sharing. Companies are often hesitant to share proprietary data. But secure and even anonymous data-sharing will be key to assembling data sets on chip design or equipment operation that are needed to unlock AI-driven improvements. As a neutral player, the NSTC could play an important role.
The same is true for standards-setting. Chiplets -- different types of chips that can be combined in a single system -- are widely seen as a new frontier. But getting to a point in which chips can be mixed and matched to produce new combinations requires standardization so that different chips can seamlessly integrate. To play a standard-setting role, NSTC will need to be close to industry but not dependent on the big players, who are naturally biased toward preserving the status quo.
There are important gaps in the chip industry that the NSTC could fill, but it can be only as ambitious as its structure allows. It needs support from industry, but, in its early years, it should establish its independence by focusing on long-term research that could transform the whole industry rather than simply aligning its aims with existing corporate road maps.
Taking big bets on moonshot technologies is the only approach that can sustain Moore's law and guarantee that the United States continues to lead in the technologies of tomorrow.
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The strange case of Alito v. Alito
Alito-gate: The justice, his wife, her flags and their ethics.
By Ruth Marcus | 2024-05-29

Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr. and his wife, Martha-Ann Alito, at the Capitol in February 2018. (Pablo Martinez Monsivais/AP) 


That is one weird marriage.
I am talking, of course, about Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr. and his flag-flying wife, Martha-Ann, and I am taking as my text Alito's own recitations, most recently in a letter on Tuesday to Democratic Sens. Dick Durbin (Ill.) and Sheldon Whitehouse (R.I.), declining to recuse himself from hearing Trump-related election cases.
There are reasons to question Alito's candor and judgment here, and I'll get to those in a bit. For the moment, let's just assume the facts are as the justice lays them out: Martha-Ann Alito, embroiled in an acrimonious dispute with a neighbor -- a dispute related to the election, something that Alito notably neglects to say -- took to semiotics, in the extreme form of an upside-down U.S. flag, to convey her distress.
Thus saith her husband the justice: "I was not even aware of the upside-down flag until it was called to my attention. As soon as I saw it, I asked my wife to take it down, but for several days, she refused."
Like I said, weird. Marriage is about respectful accommodation of competing needs. A Washington marriage -- that is, a marriage involving one or more people in positions of authority or prominence -- is about respectful accommodation of competing needs in the public spotlight.
My husband is active in politics, but we don't have campaign signs on our lawn out of deference to my role as a journalist. During his many years of government service, I stayed away from writing about issues in which he was involved -- you might say I recused myself -- so as not to put either of us in an uncomfortable position. Appearances matter, and if your spouse is in the public eye, there are things you choose not to do, even if they would be otherwise unobjectionable.
Not the Alitos. "My wife and I own our Virginia home jointly," Alito wrote the two senators. "She therefore has the legal right to use the property as she sees fit, and there were no additional steps that I could have taken to have the flag taken down more promptly." As to the second flag, an "Appeal to Heaven" banner at their New Jersey vacation home, that property "was purchased with money she inherited from her parents and is titled in her name."
Seriously? Is he really arguing that this is about tenancy by the entirety, or who owns what property in fee simple?
Alito wrapped himself in an unconvincing blend of faux feminism and free speech, with an Alito-esque helping of victimhood. "My wife is a private citizen, and she possesses the same First Amendment rights as every other American," he wrote. Yes, she does -- and, like other spouses of prominent individuals, she has an independent responsibility, to her spouse and his institution, to behave appropriately.
More Alito: "She makes her own decisions, and I have always respected her right to do so." As I've written about Clarence and Virginia Thomas, each of them gets to have their separate career, but when one impinges on the other, something's got to give. To say that isn't anti-feminist -- it's pro-ethics.
And then the victimhood: "She has made many sacrifices to accommodate my service on the Supreme Court, including the insult of having to endure numerous, loud, obscene, and personally insulting protests in front of our home that continue to this day and now threaten to escalate." 
I am no fan of protests at justices' homes. But asking us to feel sorry about her "sacrifices" to "accommodate my service"? Give me a break. Being a Supreme Court justice is an honor that brings with it many privileges. So is being the spouse of a Supreme Court justice. And the more fundamental point is that these supposed sacrifices do not excuse otherwise inappropriate behavior.
And about that inappropriate behavior: One of the striking aspects of Alito's letter is that it exposes his lack of candor. His first few renditions of the incident had the flag flying "briefly" (the statement provided to the New York Times) and "for a short time" (his statement to Fox News host Shannon Bream.) As The Post reported, and Alito now acknowledges, it flew "for several days." In what world is that "briefly"?
Alito asks us to believe his assertions -- his wife is the flag fanatic, not him; he wanted it taken down; he "had no involvement" in the decision to fly the "Appeal to Heaven" flag at their vacation home -- but his behavior does not engender trust.
Even more important, the letter underscores that Alito recognized instantly that the upside-down flag presented a problem: "As soon as I saw it, I asked my wife to take it down." Why, exactly, did he think the flag was a problem? If the flag was, merely, as Martha-Ann Alito claimed, an international symbol of distress, not an endorsement of "Stop the Steal," then why was he so concerned?
And, more to the point: If he was alarmed then, why doesn't the public have every reason to be alarmed now?
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A memorable 'thank you' from Bill Walton  
That humility, matched with good humor and confidence, was an expression of Walton's character, on and off the court. 
By David Bragdon | 2024-05-29

Bill Walton of the Trail Blazers surrounded by well-wishers as he and his teammates arrived in Portland on June 4, 1977. (AP) 


David Bragdon, a former president of Portland's Metro Council, is a public transportation consultant.
In the outpouring of eulogies to Bill Walton -- ranging from hagiography of his basketball skills to posthumous plaudits for his political activism to appreciation for his colorful verbal wit -- I want to share a singular, vivid impression of him: Walton was polite to bus drivers.
In December 1977, as an aspiring reporter at a college radio station, I wangled my way aboard the Portland Trail Blazers' team bus, for the short ride from Boston's Parker House Hotel to the legendary Boston Garden, where the team would take a light morning practice. Walton plunked his lanky frame in the front seat and kibitzed with the driver as we navigated the narrow downtown streets. The other players spread out through the rest of the bus. By seating position, bearing and title, Walton was the captain of the team, and of the bus.
The team had won the NBA championship the prior season, and at that point was in the midst of what would be a 50-10 run, so far dominating the 1977-1978 season. The bus dropped us at a side entrance to the Garden and we rode an elevator up to the deserted arena, a good eight hours before that evening's contest with the Celtics. The Blazers moved with grace and confidence, even while walking. Walton was somehow both loose and focused as all the players and coach Jack Ramsay silently went through a series of stretches on the famous parquet floor. The only sound was the brooms of the maintenance staff, sweeping the grandstands of the peanut shells and discarded beer cups from the night before. I felt like I was in a temple, watching a ritual. The Blazers exuded an aura that conveyed "at this very moment -- for however long or briefly it may last -- we are the best people in the world at what we do."
After the silent stretching, they slowly and methodically walked through plays, never breaking a sweat, Walton always in the middle, making slight gestures and corrections with each meticulous step. Then it was back in the elevator, and back on the bus, for the return to the Parker House, Walton again in the front seat. When we arrived back at the hotel, the MVP in the NBA stood and stepped toward the exit, first in line to get off, then turned to the man behind the wheel and said, "Thank you, driver."
Of all the memorable phrases Bill Walton uttered in his years as a player and a TV commentator, that's the one I will always remember the best: "Thank you, driver."
That humility, matched with good humor and confidence, was an expression of Walton's character, on and off the court. His death leaves us with many lessons to live by: Be aware of what's going on around you, whether you're goofing around in Portland's Wallace Park or in the paint at Madison Square Garden. Look for the open man. Find opportunities for your teammates. Ride your bike to the victory parade. If someone has a better shot, pass him the ball; if you have the best shot, take it. When there's an unjust war, speak out against it. When greedy owners want athletes to play hurt, say no. If there's a good concert in Egypt or in Eugene, Ore., be there.
And always thank your bus driver.
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Pros and cons to new tech: Stupidity, productivity and whales
AI might be coming for our voices, but readers also show how tech can save whales and trap CO2.
By Letters to the Editor | 2024-05-29

Scarlett Johansson at the White House Correspondents' Association dinner in D.C. on April 27. (Manuel Balce Ceneta/AP) 


I enjoyed reading Shira Ovide's May 21 perspective, "Exactly how stupid was what OpenAI did to Scarlett Johansson?" -- right up until the writer trivialized OpenAI's flagrant misuse of a woman's voice without her consent.
The offense against Ms. Johansson, which headlined the article, was ranked No. 6 on the writer's list of the "7 most boneheaded self-owns by technology companies," and Ms. Ovide practically apologized for including it at all. She led No. 6 with "This isn't as consequential as the others," seemingly saying that consequences only involve courtroom trials and Wall Street shake-ups.
Sadly, offenses and crimes against women are often literally without consequence, with perpetrators going scot-free. Perhaps if we all stop trivializing injustices against women, this will change.
Colleen Peck, Snoqualmie, Wash.
Regarding Luke Pardue's May 1 commentary, "U.S. productivity is popping. And it's not because of AI.":
Mr. Pardue contends that the main cause of strong productivity growth last year was not artificial intelligence but rather a surge in new business creation.
To be sure, U.S. labor productivity growth rebounded in 2023 to 2.7 percent, nearly double the rate of the prior eight years. That is a great thing because productivity is the key to wage growth. But to suggest business start-ups caused this rebound is to confuse correlation with causation. In fact, scholarly evidence shows that large firms are more productive than small ones. Moreover, new start-ups are even less productive than small firms, so there is no way that start-ups are responsible for the overall increase in productivity.
Start-ups also do not promote significant amounts of innovation and competition. The lion's share of start-ups are run by people who are tired of working for others or who have difficulty finding other work. Nearly 85 percent of small businesses don't acquire a patent, trademark or copyright in their first four years, according to a report from the National Bureau of Economic Research. It states that most of them have "little desire to grow big or to innovate in any observable way." This is partly why firms aged zero to 25 years all have about the same levels of job creation. As a result, most start-ups do not encourage competition, because they do not pose an innovative threat to large corporations.
The reality: What has driven productivity throughout American history is the emergence of new "general purpose technologies" -- steel, internal combustion engines, electricity, semiconductors, and now, hopefully, AI and the systems it powers. That is what the source of future productivity growth is likely to be, not a bunch of mom-and-pop start-ups.
Given the evidence, new business creation is likely a minor contributor to productivity. It is more reasonable to conclude that a greater series of economic factors drove this productivity growth, including large firms. As such, neither large nor small firms should be demonized.
Robert D. Atkinson, Washington
The writer is the president of the Information Technology and Innovation Foundation.
Regarding Megan McArdle's May 2 Thursday Opinion commentary, "Hark, intelligentsia. AI is coming for your jobs.":
I agree with Ms. McArdle's prediction that artificial intelligence will continue to grow and take more jobs, but I believe there is a limit to what jobs are at risk.
My class has been studying the philosophy of Thomas Nagel and his protests against human arrogance. He believes the human mind has restrictions, such as how the body is limited in its capacities. I believe a similar arrogance is happening in the tech world, in which AI is viewed as an overwhelming force that can do everything. Instead, it is quite limited.
Take a look at ChatGPT. It is very good at sifting through information and picking keywords, but it is unable to act autonomously. Despite its amazing capabilities to gather and organize data, current AI technology is limited to acting on tailored problems with specific results and cannot act effectively outside of this box. This means that human labor is still more reliable for many jobs, considering the sheer number of things that can go wrong and the inability for computer algorithms to immediately adapt. I am not sure this will always be an issue for AI, but it seems that, for the time being, most people can rest assured that their jobs will not be taken over by a bot.
Matthew Malefyt, Brooklyn
The writer is a student at Fordham University.
The  May 11 Climate Lab analysis, "Bishop vanished. His species can still be saved." omits the critical role technology can play in protecting the endangered North Atlantic right whale population. Boaters are lovers of marine life who want to see our saltwater and freshwater life flourish. We also want to ensure boaters remain safe on the water, and we want local businesses that depend on boating to continue to thrive. That is why the recreational boating and fishing industries have invested so heavily in technological advancements that protect marine life, boater safety and coastal economies.
Through combining multiple advanced technologies that exist today -- such as infrared imagery detection, 3D sonar mapping and innovative marine radar algorithms -- mariners could detect whales more accurately, monitor their activities, model potential risks and take proactive measures to help prevent strikes.
Large oceangoing ships, not recreational boats, cause most whale strikes. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration did not consult the recreational boating industry and the technologies available when writing its rule restricting boats to 10 knots. Our industry strongly advocates for the White House to withdraw the vessel-speed rule. While the recreational boating industry is being unfairly swept up in this new rule, we stand ready to be a part of the solution. By using technology, our government can instead be on the cutting edge of solving our top conservation issues while not threatening the U.S. small businesses that make up the $230 billion recreational boating industry our coastal economies depend on.
Callie Hoyt, Washington
The writer is the vice president of government relations for the National Marine Manufacturers Association.
Regarding the May 13 front-page article "A divide over climate tech":
The southeastern Montana community raising alarms about ExxonMobil's proposal to use federal public lands in their backyard as a carbon pollution dumping ground is spot on.
My organization, the Center for Biological Diversity, has been reviewing the environmental documents for this project, which proposes up to 15 carbon waste injection wells and 40 miles of pipeline. Using publicly available data, I calculated that over the project's twenty-year lifetime, it could emit up to 33,900 tons of greenhouse gases -- the same as burning 33.7 million pounds of coal.
Locals in Montana and elsewhere, from California to Louisiana, are rightly concerned about this technology, which can lead to life-threatening ruptures and leaks.
This scheme seeks to pay fossil fuel companies top dollar while the government claims credit for a supposed climate solution. Instead, this plan is actually an expensive, dangerous, taxpayer-subsidized distraction from real climate action. Communities and the climate must not be sacrificed to keep dirty industries alive. We need a just transition to truly renewable energy.
Victoria Bogdan Tejeda, Oakland, Calif.
The writer is an attorney for the Center for Biological Diversity's climate law program.
The article asserts that the federal government and big oil companies are forcing dangerous carbon-capture technology on unwilling Montana landowners. It and my experience as executive director of the University of Wyoming's School of Energy Resources are worlds apart.
Wyoming has long focused on advancing carbon capture. The state is home to the largest carbon capture, use and storage facility in the United States; that carbon is permanently stored through a process known as enhanced oil recovery, producing some of the lowest carbon-footprint oil and gas available. With support from the Energy Department, the state and industry partners, we are also advancing permanent carbon storage sites.
In 2019, 35.4 percent of Wyoming's residents supported carbon capture, while 55.8 percent were neutral or unsure. By 2022, 47 percent were in support, and only 43 percent were neutral or unsure. When Wyoming's energy communities were surveyed on emerging technologies, carbon capture was the most popular at nearly 74 percent support, followed by solar (64 percent), nuclear (60 percent), wind (51 percent) and hydrogen (48 percent). In short, we do not see the landowner opposition alluded to in the article.
Perhaps Wyoming's acceptance comes from decades of exposure to the concept. Or perhaps Wyomingites have confidence in the publicly available geologic and scientific data. Perhaps it is energy-savvy Wyoming landowners, many of whom have firsthand experience with oil and gas and understand how they can benefit from development on their land. From my perspective, I believe Wyoming's greatest energy resource might just be its open-minded attitude.
Responsible energy development -- in collaboration, not confrontation, with our energy communities -- is what the Equality State does best.
Holly Krutka, Laramie, Wyo.
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A radical sex-scandal strategy: Tell the truth
Plus: An oral history of integration. Larry Hogan, Republican. We're so wrong about the economy.
By Drew Goins | 2024-05-29
You're reading the Today's Opinions newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox.
In today's edition:

President Grover Cleveland during his first term in 1888. (Prints & Photographs Division/Library of Congress)


How does a presidential candidate survive a sex scandal? Look to that lothario who seems to be on everyone's minds these days: Grover Cleveland.
As the trial of -- okay, yes -- a certain other famous candidate wrapped up in wrongdoing comes to its end, historian C.W. Goodyear takes us back to the country's first genuine sex scandal on the presidential campaign trail, which kicked off with the 1884 reporting that Cleveland had fathered a child out of wedlock.
In a still tightly laced age, this should have been ruinous for Cleveland, Goodyear writes. A concoction of factors made it anything but.
First was Democrat Cleveland's particularly weak, gaffe-prone opponent. (Hmm.) Second, he benefited from a desperately polarized electorate that was being tempted by third parties to boot. (Double hmm.)
But what really turned things around for Cleveland, Goodyear says, was his meeting "an extraordinary crisis with an extraordinary response": honesty -- or at least the perception thereof. By forthrightly revealing the details about his illegitimate child, Cleveland "pulled off a remarkable bit of political judo" so effectively, Goodyear writes, that "Tell the Truth" ended up becoming a campaign rallying cry.
Alas, radical honesty is where likenesses to the scandalized candidate du jour come to an end. If the jury was to absolve Donald Trump in his hush money trial, it wouldn't be thanks to bold truth-telling. In fact, Dana Milbank writes that the former president's defense ended, fittingly, "with a ludicrous and easily debunked lie."
Trump's lawyer would have the world believe that the October 2016 revelation of the "Access Hollywood" recording was no big deal, that everyone catches and kills an unflattering story here and there, and that "conspiracy" is just a dudded-up way of saying "teamwork."
Will jurors go for that? Will the rest of the country? That might determine whether Cleveland retains his other notable distinction: the only president to serve nonconsecutive terms.
This month marks 70 years since Brown v. Board of Education mandated the end of segregation in public schools, which feels like a long time ago until you realize that so many people who remember the tumultuous transition into integration are still living.
Sociology professor and author Karida Brown interviewed a host of them for an oral history of how the Supreme Court case changed life in Harlan County, Ky., in the heart of Appalachian coal country.
In conversations with people in their 80s, 70s and even  60s, she chronicles how de facto segregation long outlived official policy ("I looked through one of the yearbooks, and I looked at a lot of the awards," one interviewee says. "They were all White kids in our senior year."), and how integration itself generated "profound hurt and anger among Black students" who loved their own schools and teachers -- many of whom quickly lost their jobs.
These complications come through particularly clearly in the snippets of interviews Brown includes. Listening to the actual voices of the pioneers of integration describing costs that still echo today, you realize none of this is so far off at all.




From Catherine Rampell's column on how nearly everything Americans believe about the economy is wrong and how it's everyone's fault.
The unavoidable reality is that the economy actually rocks. The U.S. economy is nearly unique among the rest of the world's in not only growing but exceeding post-covid growth expectations. Unemployment hasn't been this low for this long since the Nixon administration.
So what gives? To begin with, the layman's and economist's definitions of key terms differ. To the everyman, "inflation" means "things are still too expensive" and "recession" means "things are still too expensive and by things I mean gas."
That only explains part of the problem, however. The biggest issue, Catherine writes, is that people are just "more likely to click, watch, listen to and share content that induces outrage." We crave being mad about the economy -- and anything else for that matter.
Maryland's Larry Hogan is an independent. I mean, in a much realer sense, the U.S. Senate candidate is a Republican, of course. But that doesn't mean he's not an independent. He is. An independent, I mean. Just, you know, with an "R" next to his name. (In parentheses, though!)
In his latest column, Marc Fisher asks what a voter is to think of the former governor's "efforts to bleach away the party label." Marc writes that when Hogan led Maryland, he was able to nudge partisans with favors or otherwise "push folks around." Running his own campaign, he manages to defend abortion rights while still getting backslaps from police fraternities.
As a senator, however, he'd be just "one vote among a hundred," Marc reminds. How does independence survive there?
Chaser: Perry Bacon writes that we credit race and education with driving too much of Americans' party divide. Geography and religion are the real culprits.
It's a goodbye. It's a haiku. It's ... The Bye-Ku.
Wedded to the truth
(If not Grover Jr.'s mom)
White House honeymoon
***
Have your own newsy haiku? Email it to me, along with any questions/comments/ambiguities. See you tomorrow!
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Telling Americans the economy is good won't work
Telling Americans the economy is good only goes so far. They remain fearful about the future.
By Editorial Board | 2024-05-29

A woman shops in a supermarket in Los Angeles in 2022. (Lucy Nicholson/Reuters)


America's economic mood remains glum. This is despite great news: Growth is strong; the stock market just hit record levels; unemployment is low; and inflation has significantly cooled in the past year. Dig a little deeper into public sentiment and there's a striking dichotomy -- the vast majority of Americans (72 percent) say their personal finances are all right, but only 22 percent think the national economy is in decent shape, according to a chart the Federal Reserve recently released.
Negativity about the national economy nosedived during the pandemic and has barely rebounded since. The Fed surveys more than 11,000 adults a year, with its most recent assessment of financial well-being occurring in late 2023. Recent polling shows a similar divide, with Americans saying that they are doing "okay" (or their state is doing pretty well) but that the national economy is in trouble. A new poll by the Guardian found the majority of adults wrongly think the country is in a recession. Why?
The main answer is inflation. Prices spiked across the board in 2022, largely driven by supply shortages of everything from gas to meat to kitchen cabinets to workers. Inflation is typically reported as the change in prices in the past year. But looking at the cumulative increase since the start of the pandemic, inflation is up 21 percent. Wagesare up 22 percent, but higher prices tend to have more of a psychological impact. Many people feel that they have earned their pay increases but that price increases are unfair.
The cumulative increase since President Biden took office in January 2021 shows prices up 19 percent. That's unusual. No president in recent memory has presided over a higher cumulative price increase since Jimmy Carter (cumulative inflation was nearly 38 percent at this point in his term).
It's possible that Americans are experiencing the economic equivalent of a hangover. It's taking a long time for the economy to get back to normal after the severe shock of the pandemic and then the inflation surge. Prices are no longer rising rapidly for most items. Wages have actually been rising, on average, faster than inflation for the past year. Consumption has remained robust despite people's expressed gloominess. There's some hope that if this trend continues, people will really start to notice and the "vibes" will also return to more normal levels. The latest University of Michigan consumers survey shows a big rebound from this time last year, but there has been another noticeable drop this year as people worry they won't see much additional relief from high prices and high interest rates anytime soon. It's notable in the Fed data that the group reporting the biggest decline in their personal financial situations in 2023 were parents with children under 18 living at home.
The media's negative economic coverage might also help explain the glum mood. A study of economic news from Brookings Institution economists Ben Harris and Aaron Sojourner found a more negative tone since 2018 and, especially, since 2021. But they also found a more positive tone at the end of 2023, which did not impact the Fed data but did coincide with an increase in the Michigan survey. Republicans have also been extremely pessimistic about the economy since Mr. Biden took office. The partisan divide explains some of the negative sentiment, though not all since independents are also gloomy.
Many Americans feel deep anxiety about the future. Most doubt their children will be better off than they are. Nearly half aren't confident they will have enough money for retirement. Young people are especially pessimistic. A new poll from Democratic firm Blueprint of 18-to-30-year-olds found 54 percent believe the country is going downhill and 64 percent agree that "America is in decline." These poll results help explain why people can see their personal finances as acceptable now but still have deep concerns about the economy's direction.
Telling Americans the economy is better than they realize doesn't make much impact in an era when many are still in shock about the rise in prices. Good news about employment and growth isn't registering. Politicians who try to win support by citing those numbers -- we're looking at you, Mr. Biden -- have to find a new language for a new post-inflation psychology, acknowledging the price shock while projecting confidence that it's being overcome. Wages are now rising quickly, and major companies, such as Target and Aldi, are cutting prices. Recovery takes time.
This is not an easy message to convey. But it is a realistic one.
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The Trump trials: A summary
Ann Telnaes cartoon on the Donald Trump trials.
By Ann Telnaes | 2024-05-29

(Ann Telnaes/The Washington Post)
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Trump's prosecutors try their hand at election denial
An election is not fraudulent if material information surfaces after votes are cast.
By Jason Willick | 2024-05-29

Former president Donald Trump returns to court in New York on Tuesday. (Justin Lane/Pool/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


If you pay close attention to the right, you know that the phenomenon dubbed "election denial" exists along a continuum. Hardcore election deniers entertain ludicrous ideas such as that Joe Biden won the 2020 election in Arizona because of "bamboo ballots" shipped from Asia. On the other hand, a good chunk of the Trump supporters who reject the legitimacy of Biden's 2020 victory rely on vaguer theories that can't easily be falsified -- such as that social media companies influenced the election by suppressing damaging information about the business dealings of Biden's son.
In their closing arguments Tuesday, New York prosecutors dabbled in the latter form of denial about the 2016 election. No, that's not false equivalence. The linchpin of prosecutor Joshua Steinglass's closing argument for convicting Donald Trump was that he conspired "to manipulate and defraud the voters" by suppressing damaging allegations of extramarital liaisons. That suppression "could very well be what got President Trump elected," Steinglass said.
In other words, Trump might not have stolen the office outright, but he gained it illicitly by deceiving the electorate. This soft form of election denial that New York prosecutors teased might be more corrosive than its unhinged bamboo-ballot manifestations because it allows even intelligent and informed people -- especially intelligent and informed people -- to reject political outcomes they don't like.
In many, if not most, political campaigns, Americans learn about facts that could have been relevant to their vote only after their vote is cast. Hillary Clinton's 2016 campaign settled a claim in 2022 with the Federal Election Commission that it did not properly disclose expenses for opposition research that turned up false information about Trump's Russia ties. If Trump is convicted in New York, prosecutors will have created a legal and political road map for partisans to attack the legitimacy of any election after the fact.
Prosecutors charged Trump with falsifying business records to cover up payment for a nondisclosure agreement to Stormy Daniels, but they claimed in opening statements that the case was about "election fraud."
In his closing argument, Steinglass fleshed out what he meant: "Democracy gives the people the right to elect their leaders, but that rests on the fundamental premise that the voters have access to accurate information about the candidates." When voters have inaccurate information -- when candidates "pull the wool over their eyes," as Steinglass put it -- they have apparently been defrauded.
Voters had "the right to decide for themselves" what they thought of Daniels's account of her Trump tryst, Steinglass said. If jurors agree, they could find that Trump had "intent to defraud," which is one element of the charges.
Whether legally sound or not, the prosecutor's theory reflects a dangerously warped view of democracy and what it can accomplish. America's democratic political system relies on candidates for office having the right to say whatever they want about each other and the media having the right to report freely and fearlessly on candidates. That competitive process will generally yield good information to voters -- and indeed, voters had a pretty good idea of who Trump was when they elected him. But it will never yield totally complete information, and an election is not fraudulent if material information surfaces after votes are cast.
It's not an exaggeration to say that this view, if broadly accepted, would lead to democracy's destruction because it would call the legitimacy of so many elections into question. Yet it's at the core of the prosecution's effort to convince jurors that Trump should be convicted on complicated charges forged by an unholy combination of misdemeanors and felonies and federal and state law.
Speaking of calling electoral legitimacy into question because of missing information, let's say the jury convicts Trump and that voters go to the polls this November thinking he is a felon and deny him a second term -- and that the conviction is tossed later on appeal. Steinglass said democracy is subverted when voters lack "accurate information about the candidates." But in that (plausible) hypothetical, their information would be inaccurate in a major way: Trump would have been wrongfully convicted.
Would that mean the 2024 election was illegitimate? In my understanding of democracy, absolutely not. In the understanding New York's prosecutors destructively promoted on Tuesday, perhaps. Election denial now begets more election denial down the line.
I'm not saying that fraud can't be thrown around as a political epithet. Partisans can hold their opposition accountable politically for scheming for advantage or betraying constituencies. Nor am I saying politicians can't be prosecuted for campaign-finance violations and the like (though these are usually handled as civil, rather than criminal, offenses for a reason).
The danger is when amorphous, inflammatory accusations of election theft are seen as grounds to prosecute an opponent or delegitimize outcomes. Claiming partisan falsehoods corrupted elections is always a convenient excuse for losers, but they have to accept outcomes anyway. If that takes some political make-believe -- some looking the other way, some deference to the "sacred" judgment of voters -- well, that's the price of self-government.
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Amid scandal and deliberation, all eyes are on the courts
The 2024 election is becoming a referendum on America's courts, and readers have questions.
By Jennifer Rubin | 2024-05-29

Former president Donald Trump and attorney Todd Blanche at the Manhattan Criminal Court in New York on Wednesday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


You're reading Jennifer Rubin's subscriber-only newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox.
This week, I answer readers' questions, reflect on the rule of law and highlight a pithy headline and a powerful dissent.
A reader asks: There's been a lot written about the Supreme Court's loss of credibility, but what difference does it really make? Unless Congress acts, which I don't think will happen in the foreseeable future, some Supreme Court justices will continue to act as though they're beyond accountability. What are your thoughts on this?
Answer: When one branch of government becomes an accessory to another's power grabs, corruption and assaults on civil rights, our constitutional system breaks down. The prospect of an authoritarian president aided and abetted by Christian nationalists on the court should petrify Americans. Democrats need to put the court's credibility front and center in the election and pledge to undertake court reform -- even if it means dumping the filibuster.
A reader asks: If former president Donald Trump is reelected, could you foresee Justices Clarence Thomas and Samuel A. Alito Jr. stepping down so Trump can appoint very young jurists who will make it very hard for Congress to govern?
Answer: Two justices who relish their positions of virtually unlimited power might resist stepping down. Trump would want to find younger versions of them; they would want to hold on to the bitter end. Meanwhile, we would get 200 or so Judge Aileen Cannons in the lower courts, corrupting the rest of the federal bench. If that is not enough to drive Democrats to the polls, I am not sure what is.
A reader asks: Alito and Thomas have demonstrated their corruption. Does Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. even care about his legacy?
Answer: Honestly, for a time, I thought he did. He either cares so deeply about dismantling voting rights (beginning with Shelby County v. Holder) that he does not care about anything else or he is so weak and ineffective that he has no influence over his colleagues. It is also possible he is so cut off from reality that he does not grasp the depth of the problem.
A reader asks: Could the jurors in Trump's hush money trial be given the option of voting for a misdemeanor?
Answer: This is an excellent question. The statute of limitations has run out on misdemeanors. The New York district attorney can proceed only with felonies, which have a five-year statute of limitation. Trump would need to waive the time bar on misdemeanors in order to present them as an option ("a lesser included offense"). Most defendants would seize the opportunity to tempt the jury with a compromise and remove the risk of prison. But Trump cannot contemplate a guilty verdict on anything, so he has not agreed to give the jury the misdemeanor option. Trump's ego once again may be his undoing.
A reader asks: If Trump is found guilty, do you have a suggestion as to the kind of sentence Justice Juan Merchan should impose?
Answer: First-time offenders often get no jail time. However, considering the gravity of the crime (i.e., its impact on a national election), his contemptuous behavior, his civil judgments (including for sexual assaulting E. Jean Carroll) and his habitual threats of violence, a sentence of six months or so would be entirely justified.
A reader asks: Why is it that so many people today can't seem to understand how bad of a role model Donald Trump is? Didn't their parents teach them anything about being civil toward others and about how you can tell a lot about a man's character by how he treats others? What happened to the Golden Rule (do unto others as you would have others do unto you)?
Answer: Unfortunately, some people seek a thuggish figure as their champion. They confuse rudeness with strength, bluster with confidence. Trump entices his followers with an aura of power, willingness to pulverize opponents and indifference to codes of conduct. His followers love him because of his persona, not in spite of it. When his outlandish crowd estimates get debunked or boos rain down on him at the Libertarian Party gathering, he suffers not just a personal humiliation but a political injury.
A reader asks: How do we get through to Fox News and One America News viewers? I was surprised by how many questioners wondered why President Biden is so unpopular. Just watch Fox News or OAN, and you'll realize their viewers only hear that Biden is the worst, the weakest, the dumbest, most socialist, etc. president.
Answer: Those viewers who are unwilling and unable to get information any other way (e.g., watch a debate for themselves, read a major newspaper) may be unreachable. However, Democrats need to capture the voters who are still open to other sources of information and those who listen to no news whatsoever. The latter might not start paying attention until September!
A reader asks: How does Vice President Harris factor in? Pro and con? Given Biden's age, I'm surprised this isn't drawing attention.
Answer: Voters simply don't vote for the vice president; they vote for the top of the ticket. While Harris has her critics, she is doing a bang up job engaging with women and younger voters on issues like abortion and guns. That could make all the difference in close swing states.
A jury will decide Trump's fate in the New York business falsification case. What a contrast between the New York courts and the federal judiciary. Judge Aileen Cannon has frozen Trump's criminal Espionage Act case. The Supreme Court is in one of the worst ethical scandals in its history. Meanwhile, it delays and delays in rendering a decision on absolute immunity, only adding to the impression that the entire court has been corrupted. The dire need for federal court reform has never been more obvious.
A Daily Beast headline reads: "Trumpworld Claims 25,000 People Attended His Rally. Aerial Shots Show Otherwise." The headline is concise, informative and, most important, reveals and debunks a Trump lie. The first paragraph is just as strong: "Trumpworld is once again splintering from reality. This time, the diversion relates to counting -- specifically, how many people attended Donald Trump's rally in the Bronx on Thursday."
Trump's constant lies -- about crowds, polls, past elections, his own accomplishments and more -- are meant to create a false image of power and invincibility. Too often, right-wing media present his lies as simply one version (or even the only version!) of reality, as when an obviously exaggerated crowd size for a New Jersey gathering made the rounds.
Refusing to play into Trump's delusions of grandeur is key to avoiding false equivalence and the facade of normalcy upon which the MAGA movement depends.
Justice Elena Kagan's dissent in the recent racial gerrymandering case, Alexander v. South Carolina State Conference of the NAACP, provides a compelling rebuke to the near-obliteration of the Voting Rights Act wrought by ethically compromised Alito's majority opinion. Given Alito's identification with white Christian nationalists, the majority opinion comes as no surprise. But Kagan refuses to accept that this is a good faith application of constitutional law:
As with too many radical departures from precedent, the majority has flipped the law on its head simply because it has six votes. "To be fair, we have seen all this once before -- except that it was in a dissent," Kagan continues. "Just seven years ago, this Court decided another racial-gerrymandering case, strikingly similar to this one. In Cooper v. Harris, the Court rejected the State's request for an alternative-map requirement; the dissent vehemently objected."
She also calls out the majority for stacking the deck against African American voters:
The evisceration of voting rights that Roberts initiated in Shelby County v. Holder predictably initiated a full-scale attack on minority voting rights and power. Until a new court majority can correct the gross errors of Roberts's court (as the Warren Court did in reversing Plessy v. Ferguson), White Republicans will continue to enjoy an unfair advantage in voting power. In the meantime, at least Kagan has the nerve to call out the majority's bad-faith handiwork.
Next week, I'll have my online chat, so please submit your questions. Questions submitted after next Wednesday will go to my next mailbag newsletter.
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In closing, Trump's team takes the jurors for idiots
Trump lawyer Todd Blanche treated jurors as if they were deaf, or slow. "THAT. IS. A. LIE!" he bellowed at them.
By Dana Milbank | 2024-05-29

Former president Donald Trump departs Trump Tower in New York on Tuesday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


NEW YORK -- Donald Trump's lawyers ended their defense of the former president in a way uniquely suited to their client:  with a ludicrous and easily debunked lie.
In Tuesday's closing arguments of Trump's hush money trial here, Trump lawyer Todd Blanche told the jury that the revelation of the "Access Hollywood" tapes -- Trump's "grab 'em by the p---y" moment, which set off the fateful effort to buy Stormy Daniels's silence -- was not the earthshaking event we all remember it being for the 2016 Trump campaign. Rather, Blanche said, it was just one of those things "that happens all the time in campaigns."
"The government wants you to believe that the release of that tape, from 2005, was so catastrophic to the campaign that it provided a motive, a motive for President Trump to do something criminal. But there is no evidence of that," Blanche said. Rather, Trump's lawyer maintained, "it was not a doomsday event," and Trump "never thought that it was going to cause him to lose the campaign."
With indignation, Blanche lied to the jury: "You heard that politicians reacted negatively to the 'Access Hollywood' tape. They didn't testify. You heard that there was even talk about something consequential for President Trump, who was the Republican nominee. But none of that happened. None of that is true."
Republican officeholders didn't rain denunciations on Trump? Party elders didn't discuss replacing him as the GOP nominee? Blanche must have supposed that these jurors have been sequestered. In a cave. For 10 years.
Eight years ago, Trump himself worried aloud that the "Access Hollywood" episode would cost him the election (and it may well have, if not for WikiLeaks and James Comey): "If 5 percent of the people think it's true, and maybe 10 percent," Trump said in one clip from a rally that prosecutors later played for the jury, "we don't win." Blanche was also suggesting that Trump's own former White House assistant, Madeleine Westerhout, perjured herself in the trial when she testified about conversations at the Republican National Committee, where she then worked, about replacing Trump on the ticket.
Blanche seemed to think that if he provided the jurors with punctuation instructions for his sentences, they would take his nonsense as fact.
The large number of documents in evidence showing that the Trump Organization falsified records to show that the hush money reimbursement payments going to Trump fixer Michael Cohen were "legal expenses" as part of a "retainer"?
"The payments were compensation to him -- period," Blanche said. "There is no falsification of business records -- period."
Euphemistically calling the reimbursements payment "for services rendered"?
"That's a true statement -- period," Blanche said.
The absence of anything resembling a retainer agreement for which Cohen was supposedly being paid?
"Cohen was President Trump's personal attorney -- period."
The huge volume of documentary evidence showing Trump's involvement in the payments?
"There is no way that you can find that President Trump knew about this payment at the time it was made without believing the words of Michael Cohen -- period," Blanche said.
Did Blanche realize he used that device 13 times in his closing argument -- question mark? Or that his own delivery, like his client's, relied rather more on exclamation points? He treated jurors as if they were deaf or slow. "PER-JURE-EEE!" he yelled at them. "THAT. IS. A. LIE!" he bellowed. Despite all the evidence presented of a sexual encounter with Daniels, Blanche still maintained (no doubt at his client's insistence) that Trump never had sex with the porn actress, "a woman who claims that something happened in 2006."
Blanche closed his argument after three hours Tuesday with a final, audacious whopper: "You cannot send somebody to prison -- you cannot convict somebody -- based upon the words of Michael Cohen." As Blanche well knows, these jurors don't have anything to do with deciding punishment, prison or otherwise, and the judge had specifically ordered lawyers not to include anything about punishment in their arguments.
Prosecutor Joshua Steinglass howled an objection, and, when the jury had left the room, he complained about the "wholly inappropriate effort to cull sympathy for their client." At this, Blanche raised his eyebrows twice, in a show of self-satisfaction.
Justice Juan Merchan, echoing Blanche's own annotated punctuation, admonished the lawyer: "It's simply not allowed -- period. It's hard for me to imagine how that was accidental in any way."
But Trump's defense relied on the very un-Trumpian belief that everything happens by accident. Before this trial, Trump had never met a conspiracy theory he didn't like, from QAnon and the "deep state" to the "big lie" about the 2020 election and his latest fantasy about a corrupt judge and state prosecutors secretly controlled by the Biden administration.
Yet his irony-challenged lawyer's closing argument portrayed prosecutors as the conspiracy mongers. "In life, usually the simplest answer is the right one," said Blanche, whose client has surely never uttered such words. "There was no conspiracy," Blanche told the jurors, again and again, and "it doesn't matter if there was a conspiracy to try to win an election. Every campaign in this country is a conspiracy ... a group of people who are working together to help somebody win." What is conspiracy but a synonym for teamwork?
Trump's relationship with the publisher of National Enquirer to publish bogus stories about his opponents and then "catch and kill" negative stories about Trump by buying them and burying them? "Nothing unusual," Blanche said. "It's done all the time. ... It's a regular practice. ... It's not uncommon. ... Again, it's not surprising."
The shifting of Trump bank accounts from which the hush money reimbursement payments were made to Cohen?
"They made a mistake," Blanche assured jurors. "That's not evidence of some scheme or intent to defraud. ... That's just what happens. And it shouldn't surprise you."
Trump's personal signing of checks to Cohen for reimbursement for the hush money?
"Nothing sinister," Blanche promised. "Sometimes he would sign checks even when he was meeting with people, while he was on the phone, and even without reviewing them. Again, nothing surprising there."
It was all just an honest misunderstanding.
Blanche also spent much of his closing argument trying to assail Cohen's credibility, which he did chiefly by repeatedly shouting about Trump's former fixer being a "liar" who "lies." "You cannot just minimize the lie and say, 'Well, maybe he made a mistake,'" Blanche said piously. "A lie is a lie."
"I mean, he's literally, like, an MVP of liars. He lies constantly," Blanche added. He asked the jurors: "Have you guys heard of a GOAT, like the GOAT, the greatest of all time? ... Michael Cohen is the GLOAT. He's literally the greatest liar of all time!" Was Blanche truly unaware that there is another person who also has a claim to that title, and he had been sitting next to him at the defense table for the past five weeks? A lying competition between Michael Cohen and Donald Trump would be like a footrace between Superman and the Flash.
Prosecutor Steinglass, in his closing, pointed out some of Blanche's absurdities, such as the "chutzpah" Trump's lawyers had in attacking Cohen for lying to Congress -- when the lies he told Congress were told on behalf of Trump. "We didn't choose Michael Cohen to be our witness. We didn't pick him up at the witness store," Steinglass said. "The defendant chose Michael Cohen to be his fixer, because he was willing to lie and cheat on Mr. Trump's behalf. Mr. Trump chose Mr. Cohen for the same qualities that his attorneys now urge you to reject his testimony because of."
Steinglass portrayed Cohen as nothing more than a "tour guide through the physical evidence," and in his methodical, five-hour closing, the prosecutor laid out a paper trail that showed in detail the false business records portraying Cohen's hush money reimbursement as compensation and the audio and documentary evidence showing Trump was clearly aware of the scheme. It's anybody's guess whether the jury will find that sufficient evidence to convict.
But here in the reality-based community, a lie is a lie, as Blanche himself acknowledged. It was a lie to tell the jurors the "Access Hollywood" debacle was something that "happens all the time." It was a lie to tell them there was "nothing unusual" about the Trump campaign's conspiring with the National Enquirer publisher to buy the silence of Trump's accusers, hide the origin of the funds and conceal the transactions from the Federal Election Commission.
Why tell such obvious lies?
That's just how his client rolls. Period.
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Va. prosecutor reduces charges against three accused in death of Irvo Otieno
Two sheriff's deputies and another defendant, all of whom had been accused of murder, now face lesser charges in Otieno's 2023 death at a state mental hospital.
By Paul Duggan | 2024-05-30

Caroline Ouko makes remarks at the funeral for her son Irvo Otieno, who died in 2023 while being restrained by sheriff's deputies and workers at Virginia's Central State Hospital. (Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post)


A Virginia prosecutor has reduced charges against the only defendants remaining in the 2023 death of Irvo Otieno, a Black man in mental distress who was asphyxiated in a hospital near Richmond while being restrained by three workers and seven sheriff's deputies. The decision marks a further disintegration of a closely watched, racially fraught case that began with 10 people accused of murder and now includes just three defendants, each facing trial on a lesser charge.
In amended charges filed Wednesday against two deputies and a hospital worker, charges of second-degree murder, punishable by up to 40 years in prison, were replaced by charges of involuntary manslaughter, carrying a sentence of up to 10 years.
The decision by Commonwealth's Attorney Amanda Mann of Dinwiddie County to reduce the charges came three weeks after a judge, at Mann's request, dismissed charges against five other deputies accused of second-degree murder in Otieno's death, which occurred March 6, 2023, in Virginia's Central State Hospital, a psychiatric facility 30 miles south of Richmond. Second-degree murder charges against two other hospital workers previously had been dropped.
Otieno, 28, whose family said he was in mental distress when he arrived at the hospital for treatment, died there of asphyxia after seven Henrico County deputies and three workers restrained him for 11 minutes, according to surveillance video and the Virginia medical examiner's office. The fatal incident garnered international headlines and became another rallying cry against police use of force targeting unarmed Black men. Otieno's family said he was an aspiring musician who was off his medication at the time he died.
In what started as a sprawling investigation, only three of the original 10 defendants -- Henrico County sheriff's deputies Brandon Rodgers and Kaiyell Sanders and hospital worker Wavie Jones -- are still slated to face juries. Jones's trial on the involuntary manslaughter charge is set to be held in September, Rodgers's in October and Sanders's in December.
Jones's lawyer, Doug Ramseur, declined to comment Thursday on the amended indictment. Neither Mann nor attorneys for Rodgers and Sanders immediately responded to requests for comment. Mark Krudys, a lawyer for Otieno's family, also did not respond.
Law enforcement officers said they initially encountered Otieno while responding to a report of a burglary on March 3, 2023. He was taken into custody on an emergency mental health hold and transported to Parham Doctors' Hospital in Richmond for an evaluation and help, authorities said. After being accused of assault at that facility, he was transferred to the Henrico County jail.
Jail surveillance video shows Sanders punching at Otieno before he was removed from his cell and taken to Central State Hospital, officials said. There, a group of deputies and hospital workers swarmed Otieno, who was bound at the hands and legs, but not all were piling on him or exerting the same level of force, defense lawyers argued for months in private talks with Mann's office.
Charges against the seven deputies and three workers were brought by Ann Cabell Baskervill, the Dinwiddie commonwealth's attorney in 2023. She later agreed to drop the cases against two hospital workers before she resigned as the county's top prosecutor to enroll in a French graduate school. Mann, who became commonwealth's attorney this year, filed court papers May 3 to drop charges against five of the deputies: Jermaine Branch, Dwayne Bramble, Randy Boyer, Bradley Disse and Tabitha Levere.
Otieno's mother, Caroline Ouko, criticized Mann at the time for making a "radical, reckless decision."
Mann wrote in court filings that she decided to stop prosecuting the five deputies because she was unable to change her office's trial strategy by the time she took over the investigation. An interim prosecutor, who filled in after Baskervill's departure, had decided the order in which the defendants would stand trial. Mann disagreed with that sequence, but a judge declined to reshuffle the order.
"The order in which the defendants are tried is of strategic importance," Mann wrote.
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Veteran of D.C.-area fire departments tapped for Montgomery County
Corey Smedley previously served as a deputy fire chief in Prince George's County and fire chief in Alexandria.
By Dan Morse | 2024-05-30

Corey Smedley has been nominated to serve as the next chief of the Montgomery County Fire and Rescue Service. (Simone Forgione/Montgomery County)


A longtime veteran of fire departments in the D.C. area has been nominated to become the next chief of the Montgomery County Fire and Rescue Service.
Montgomery County Executive Marc Elrich (D) announced his nomination of Corey Smedley on Thursday to helm the department in suburban Maryland. Smedley, who was in the Army Reserve before pursuing his fire career, previously served as a deputy fire chief in Prince George's County and fire chief in Alexandria.
Smedley retired from Alexandria in January after eight years in the department, where he became the city's first African American fire chief. In announcing his retirement from Alexandria, the city highlighted Smedley's leadership during the coronavirus pandemic, improving department staffing levels and the opening of a "state-of-the-art" emergency operations center as some of his accomplishments.
This is a developing story and will be updated.
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Police fatally shoot man during negotiations inside Silver Spring apartment
Law enforcement officials said that an adult man and his mother were in the home in Silver Spring. 
By Omari Daniels | 2024-05-30

Montgomery County police shot and killed a man inside a Silver Spring apartment. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post)


Officers shot and killed a man during negotiations inside a Silver Spring apartment where gunfire had been reported earlier, Montgomery County police said.
At 11:40 p.m., the Montgomery County Emergency Communications Center received a call reporting that a person was in distress in an apartment in the 3300 block of Hampton Point Drive where a man with a gun was inside with his mother, police said.
Officers responding to the scene heard gunshots coming from the apartment before authorities sent SWAT officers to the location, police said.
As patrol officers negotiated with the man, police said, SWAT officers entered the apartment and shot him. Police did not provide details on what occurred that prompted officers to fire but later said that the man's mother is "safe and unharmed."
The man died later at a hospital, police said. Police have not yet released any additional information about the man.
Police said that as far as they know no one else was injured.
Thomas Lester, a spokesman with the Maryland Attorney General's Office, said at a news conference that the next step in the investigation by the attorney general's office is to review body-camera footage and that attorneys and investigators will conduct a legal analysis of the shooting and create a report that will be sent to the attorney general for review.
A Montgomery County police spokesman said the investigation has been handed to the Maryland attorney general's Independent Investigations Division.
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Scared to drive over the Bay Bridge? This company will do it for you. 
The Kent Island Express ferries nervous passengers over the Chesapeake Bay Bridge seven days a week. Requests are up since the collapse of Baltimore's Key Bridge.
By Hau Chu | 2024-05-30

This view of the Chesapeake Bay Bridge can be terrifying. For $40 in cash or $50 with a card, the Kent Island Express drives people across the four-mile stretch. Requests for the service have been up since the collapse of Baltimore's Key Bridge in March. (Robb Hill for The Washington Post)


Michelle Morgan has been waiting at a weigh station on U.S. Route 50-E in Annapolis, as instructed. She just passed the "Last Exit Before Toll," sign, and there's no turning back.
Ahead of her is the Chesapeake Bay Bridge. She thinks of it as a 400-foot steel wall standing between her and a relaxing weekend on Fenwick Island, Del.
The bridge is four miles long.
A 10-minute car ride.
With guardrails on each side.
But something about how the road rises, bends and falls -- how drivers can't see land on the horizon until they're almost on the other side -- is unnerving. Scary, even. People who have careers and kids and mortgages, who are past the point in their lives where they're worried about a final or fitting in with friends, can't face the thought of tackling the Bay Bridge.
So, they get someone else to do it.

Washington Post local reporter Hau Chu rode across the Chesapeake Bay Bridge aboard the Kent State Express on May 24.


Morgan hops out of the driver's seat of her black Hyundai Palisade and slides into the passenger side. Lisa Okes, 53, a driver for Kent Island Express, takes the wheel.
The service has been operating for more than 20 years. Steven Eskew has been running it for 11 since he got out of his business of moving people and their things from house to house and into this operation of carrying folks from one highway stop to the next.
For $40 cash or $50 credit, Eskew and his team of five drivers will take people over the bridge from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., seven days a week.
"The bridge," Eskew said, "is like a speed bump in their road."
He and his crew shepherd around 6,000 rides a year. Eskew says service hasn't quite recovered from the pandemic, but he's gotten more calls since the collapse of Baltimore's Key Bridge in March. The tragedy hasn't heightened his concerns, but Okes can't help but reflect.
"I do think about [safety] more often than I ever did before," she said. "We travel the bridge 30, sometimes 60 times a day, but I wouldn't let it stop me."
Morgan, 39, is telling Okes about the final time -- about five years ago -- that she drove herself over solo.

Michelle Morgan talks with Lisa Okes, who says the chitchat with passengers helps ease their stress. (Robb Hill for The Washington Post)


"Why am I gripping? Why am I shaking? Like, what's happening?" Morgan said. "I felt like the car was veering toward the wall, and I was going so slow and was so sweaty."
Okes reassures Morgan that her fear is common. That it's driven in part by the tightly packed lanes. That everyone's anxiety levels drop once the bridge swoops down toward the mainland.
Morgan, who lives in Northeast Washington, responds that her hands are clamming up.
"I pay 80 bucks to go to the beach now," Morgan said. "When it could be $2.50."
They've gotten to the other side. Okes deposits Morgan along the shoulder of the road with an exit sign to Stevensville, Md.
Eskew has been following in his white Ford Escape to scoop Okes up. Morgan was Ride No. 14 of the day.
Eskew and Okes are back at the weigh station. Ride No. 16 is here: someone who has been dreading this drive. Even with the Kent Island Express.
"I have been stressing myself out all day," says Hailey Griffin, 23, from the passenger seat of her black Mercedes ML350. "I'm still going to have a panic attack regardless."

Okes drives Hailey Griffin over the bridge. (Robb Hill for The Washington Post)


"I absolutely hate this bridge," she said. "And since the Key Bridge collapsed, I don't have a lot of confidence in bridges."
The hairstylist from Mount Airy, Md., said she's terrified of heights. Even her mom was unable to drive over this bridge on family vacations to Ocean City.

Steven Eskew, who owns and drives for Kent Island Express, shows some of the eye masks his wife made for people who don't like to look out of the window as they traverse the bridge. (Robb Hill for The Washington Post)


But then Griffin got a little older and her anxiety spiked and now she doesn't love driving through tunnels or flying on airplanes.
"It makes me so angry because it's so irrational," Griffin said. "I used to always make fun of my mom."
She hops out along the side of the road -- the same place where Morgan exited hours before -- and forks over $40. Now, to the beach.
Eskew and Okes have three more riders after Griffin, then they'll call it a day. Tomorrow they'll be back at the weigh station to start the process all over again. There will always two of them: One to drive the customer over the bridge, one to shadow.
Because even the professional bridge crossers can't do it completely alone.
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Photos of Stumpy: Remembering the beloved, tenacious cherry tree
Stumpy was cut down by the National Park Service on Friday.
By Kevin Ambrose | 2024-05-30

Stumpy is pictured in all four seasons with photos from 2023 and 2024. The tree survived daily flooding and occasional beaver assaults but was cut down last week. (Kevin Ambrose for The Washington Post) 


Stumpy, a hollow, misshapen cherry tree located on the south bank of the Tidal Basin in Washington, was cut down last Friday alongside dozens of other trees for a sea-wall-rebuilding effort led by the National Park Service.
Thousands admired the stump-shaped tree for its resilience as it faced daily flooding from the Potomac River and occasional assaults by beavers. And despite Stumpy's constant struggle to survive, it produced beautiful blossoms year after year, attracting crowds to see the tenacious tree.
But Stumpy finally succumbed to a chain saw, and it will soon be mulched and spread across areas of the National Mall.

Stumpy survived a snowstorm on March 14, 2017, and lost half of its blossoms because of a hard freeze that followed. (Kevin Ambrose for The Washington Post) 



Stumpy is in full bloom at sunrise on March 22. Stumpy had three branches and filled them with beautiful blossoms each spring. (Kevin Ambrose for The Washington Post) 



Stumpy is flooded at high tide on Aug. 27, 2022. Stumpy survived almost daily flooding from the Potomac River. (Kevin Ambrose for The Washington Post) 



Stumpy with fall foliage on Oct. 29, 2022. Stumpy usually lost its leaves earlier than most of the other trees at the Tidal Basin, possibly because of its distressed condition. (Kevin Ambrose for The Washington Post) 


Stumpy reached celebrity status this spring when it appeared on CBS News's "Sunday Morning" and "The Drew Barrymore Show." In addition, Stumpy was visited by a delegation from the Embassy of Japan, two of the Washington Nationals' Racing Presidents, and the assistant principal trumpet for the National Symphony Orchestra.
Stumpy was a crowd favorite at the Tidal Basin. A line or huddle would often form near the tree as people took turns taking photographs and selfies. The wait could take five to 10 minutes.

Stumpy was a crowd favorite at the Tidal Basin on March 16.  (Kevin Ambrose for The Washington Post) 


Fans of Stumpy desperately tried to save the tree and called for it to be replanted somewhere else, but the Park Service held firm with plans to remove it. "Stumpy would not survive the move," Matthew Morrison, an arborist for the Park Service, said in an email.

On March 27, Stumpy was fenced off from the public because of visitors plucking blossoms and hugging the tree for photos. (Kevin Ambrose for The Washington Post) 



The Cherry Blossom 10-mile race's Stumpy mascot posed with the tree in March. (Kevin Ambrose for The Washington Post) 


Stumpy's age was estimated to be 25 by the Park Service. A photo from 14 years ago shows Stumpy was a larger and healthier tree located in a row of large cherry trees along the south bank of the Tidal Basin. But flooding killed many of the trees and distressed others like Stumpy.

During peak bloom of 2010, Stumpy was a healthy cherry tree in a row of healthy trees.  The author took this photo from a jet landing at Reagan National Airport on April 1, 2010. (Kevin Ambrose for The Washington Post) 


After the new sea wall is built, the Park Service will plant 455 trees, including 274 cherry trees. Clones of Stumpy created at the National Arboretum will also be planted.
Stumpy will be remembered as a survivor. It was the little tree that could, the underdog tree, and the perfect Charlie Brown Christmas tree. Stumpy will be a hard act to follow for future trees planted at the Tidal Basin.
Did you get a chance to visit Stumpy this spring during peak bloom, or past years? Please share any thoughts or memories.

A view of Stumpy's final hours. This photo was taken at 6:50 p.m. on May 23 and Stumpy was cut down the following morning at approximately 11 a.m. Birds flocked around Stumpy and its fence during the final days. (Kevin Ambrose for The Washington Post) 
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D.C.-area forecast: Beautiful sunshine and comfortable temperatures into the weekend
Savor these days as summer heat and humidity will eventually win out.
By David Streit | 2024-05-30

A sunny commute at K and 20th St. NW on May 21. (deckerme)


10:30 a.m. -- Adding chance of showers on Sunday
After reviewing the latest model data, it seems possible that some clouds increase on Sunday, introducing a small chance of showers, especially during the afternoon. The forecast below has been udpated.
Original forecast from 5 a.m....
A somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a scale of 0 to 10.
10/10: Almost better than a 10! Days like this we can take again and again.
We are in for a string of stellar sunny days with very low humidity, including most of the coming weekend (a shower or two can't be ruled out late Sunday)! Savor these days as summer heat and humidity will eventually win out.




Today (Thursday): A few clouds will pop up as the day warms, but sunshine dominates. Breezes from the north are moderate, and humidity is unseasonably low (dew points in the 40s). High reach the low to mid-70s. Confidence: High
Tonight: Northwest breezes lighten up under clear skies. This will afford a glimpse of Saturn perched atop the crescent moon in the pre-dawn sky. Lows are mainly low to mid-50s. Confidence: High
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram for the latest weather updates. Keep reading for the forecast through the weekend...




Tomorrow (Friday): Plenty of sun and light north winds make for another ideal day. Highs are again mainly in the low to mid-70s with very low humidity. Confidence: High
Tomorrow night: Clear and calm conditions make outdoors inviting. Lows slip to the low to mid-50s. Confidence: High
Saturday and Sunday feature partly to mostly sunny skies, light winds and very low humidity. Clouds could increase somewhat Sunday, and an afternoon shower can't be ruled out. Highs are in the upper 70s to lower 80s and lows in the upper 50s to lower 60s. Confidence: Medium-High
Clouds continue to increase on Sunday night and set off scattered showers into Monday. After the nice days leading up to this, there should be no complaining as we need to make sure the gardens get watered. Highs are mainly in the upper 70s to lower 80s. Confidence: Medium-High
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Mother of Jan. 6 officer 'swatted' at Va. home hours after he criticized Trump
After Michael Fanone, who was attacked during the Jan. 6, 2021, Capitol assault, called Trump an "authoritarian," his mother was "swatted" at her Virginia home.
By Peter Hermann, Victoria Bisset | 2024-05-30

Former D.C. police officer Michael Fanone, shown here appearing before the House committee investigating the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol, has been the subject of threats since that day. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Michael Fanone, a former D.C. police officer who was violently assaulted during the Jan. 6, 2021 attack on the U.S. Capitol, criticized former president Donald Trump on Tuesday outside the courthouse hosting the hush money trial. Hours later, he said his mother was "swatted" at her Virginia home.
Fanone said that his 75-year-old mother, in her nightgown, opened the door to officers at her home in Fairfax County. "She was scared," Fanone told The Washington Post in an interview Thursday morning.
A fake note -- purporting to be from Fanone -- had been emailed to a number of people, claiming the writer killed their mother and planned to go to the recipient's school to shoot others. It provided the home address of Fanone's mother. NBC News first reported the incident.
Fanone said the swatting -- a form of online harassment involving the reporting of fake crimes to draw an emergency law enforcement response to target a victim -- is frightening.
The swatting email "is sending law enforcement officers into a situation where they are acting under the assumption there is an active shooter in progress," Fanone said. "It's inherently dangerous. All it takes is one misinterpretation of someone's actions -- my mother in this case -- and it could go catastrophically wrong."
Fanone, who has been subject to threats since he became the face of the law enforcement response to the attack on the Capitol, and called out lawmakers who played down the attack, said the majority of his interactions with the public are now negative. "My mere presence puts people in an absolute rage," he said.
Fanone attributed the swatting incident to anger over his criticism of Trump and what happened on Jan. 6.
The Fairfax County Police Department said in a statement that they were alerted to a suspicious email by the Montgomery County Police Department. Officers responded to a block in Alexandria around 7:40 p.m., though a spokeswoman for the county police declined to confirm the target of the swatting incident, citing a policy of not identifying victims of crimes.
The response was for a welfare check and officers "made contact with the resident, who was confirmed to be okay," the statement said. "Detectives from our Threat Assessment Management (TAM) Unit are investigating the circumstances of this case and the swatting nature of the initial email."
The email, which was reviewed by The Post, identifies the author as Fanone and says "I have killed my ... mom." The person then threatens to go to shoot people at a school.
Fanone described the police response to his mother's home as aggressive, and said they asked her where her son was. Fanone said his mother showed the officers pictures of him and told them of his background with police. He also said his mother described the officers as wearing tactical gear. A police official, speaking under condition of anonymity due to an ongoing investigation, said officers responded in patrol clothes.
Fanone said that on Wednesday, someone also sent an unsolicited pizza to his mother's home.
Earlier on Tuesday, Fanone had joined a campaign event for President Biden outside of the New York courthouse where attorneys presented their closing arguments in the case against Trump over charges he falsified business records to cover up hush money payments to adult-film actress Stormy Daniels.
Fanone, who voted for Trump in 2016, said that the former president would govern as an "authoritarian who answers to and serves only himself."
Fanone said supporters of Trump who attacked the Capitol on Jan. 6 "were fueled by Trump's lies and the lies of his surrogates, lies that the 2020 election was stolen."
"Those same lies have been spewed by Donald Trump and his surrogates about what happened to me and so many other police officers on Jan. 6, 2021. That day I was brutally assaulted."
During the attack, Fanone and another officer were attacked by rioters, who struck them with metal pipes and stun guns. Fanone suffered a mild heart attack and drifted in and out of consciousness, and said he heard attackers shouting to "Kill him with his own gun," The Washington Post reported days after the insurrection.
He resigned from the force 11 months later.
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Former Northern Va. economic official sentenced in embezzlement case
Jennifer R. McDonald used her position as director of the Front Royal-Warren County Economic Development Authority to siphon money from the agency.
By Antonio Olivo | 2024-05-30

The Front Royal-Warren County Economic Development Authority, where Jennifer McDonald worked as director before leaving the post amid allegations of embezzlement. (Jahi Chikwendiu/The Washington Post)


HARRISONBURG, Va. -- The former director of a local economic development authority in Virginia who was accused of embezzling $5.2 million through an array of bogus transactions was sentenced Wednesday to 14 years in federal prison -- ending a legal drama that featured the death by suicide of a county sheriff who was also implicated in the crimes.
Jennifer R. McDonald wore a blank expression inside the Harrisonburg District Court as a judge chastised her for using her position as director of the Front Royal-Warren County Economic Development Authority to siphon  the money between 2014 and 2018 to buy properties, pay bills and gambling debts, and enrich relatives and friends.
"This was the community that she purports to love and she betrayed that community," said Judge Elizabeth Dillon, who also ordered that McDonald pay $2.7 million in restitution to the economic development authority, which gained possession of some properties from McDonald.
McDonald, who owes another $9 million in fines as part of a civil lawsuit judgment against her, was accused of orchestrating a dizzying array of fake land transactions and bank transfers that involved fabricated invoices and forged signatures to make it look like those deals were done on behalf of the economic development authority.
After she was indicted in 2021, she claimed that the transactions were sanctioned under a legal settlement she had reached with the economic development authority after being sexually assaulted by one of its board members and another county official.
Those charges -- and the settlement agreement her attorneys produced -- were fabricated, federal prosecutors said.
The largest land transactions involved Truc "Curt" Tran, who had approached the economic development authority in 2018 with plans to build a data center and retail complex that would bring 600 jobs and act as a catalyst for other projects.
Tran said he was unaware that McDonald forged his signature -- using "Curt Tran" instead of his legal name "Truc Tran" -- to buy another piece of property, known as "Buck Mountain," the $2 million price paid with economic development authority money.
Federal investigators said McDonald then sold the property for a $600,000 loss just three weeks later and kept the proceeds in a shell company she created with former Warren County sheriff Daniel T. McEathron called DaBoyz, which also benefited from other phony land transactions.
The sheriff, who was never charged, died by suicide in 2019 -- after local officials began questioning the transactions and the Virginia State Police appeared to have begun an investigation.
A federal jury found McDonald guilty of 34 charges of money laundering, bank and wire fraud, and aggravated identity theft this year.
On Wednesday, Tran -- who was initially accused of being complicit in the transactions before a state grand jury found he and his company had done nothing wrong -- told McDonald in court that her scheme has ruined his business and forced him to pay $1 million in legal fees in efforts to clear its name.
"I still don't know where this Buck Mountain is, despite having been wrongly claimed by you to have purchased a property there," Tran said to McDonald, who stared straight ahead.
Dillon sentenced McDonald to 168 months in federal prison, plus three years of supervised release. She will begin that sentence in late June.
Her $2.7 million debt will be paid in $25 monthly increments or half of what she earns in prison -- whichever is less -- until she is released, the judge ruled. After that, the monthly payments will increase to $300.
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Former finalists vie for National Spelling Bee championship
Six returning finalists jockeyed for the 2024 title in the 95th year of the bee, which was held at the Gaylord National Resort and Convention Center at National Harbor.
By Marissa Lang | 2024-05-29

Shradha Rachamreddy, 14, of Danville, Calif., left, and Aliyah Alpert, 13, of Phoenix, leave the stage following the quarterfinals of the Scripps National Spelling Bee at Gaylord National Resort and Convention Center on Wednesday in National Harbor. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


Speller No. 4  didn't have much time to be nervous before it was her turn at the microphone Wednesday. She rose from her seat and stepped forward.
The word that greeted Aliyah Alpert in the quarterfinals of the 2024 Scripps National Spelling Bee was heresiology.
She exhaled slowly. She knew this one.
She enunciated each letter one at a time. The competition hall at the Gaylord National Resort and Convention Center at National Harbor was quiet.
"H-e-r-e-s-i-o-l-o-g-y," she said.
"That is correct," head judge Mary Brooks said as the audience burst into applause.
Aliyah smiled.
The eighth-grader from Phoenix was one of six returning finalists jockeying for the 2024 title in the 95th year of the bee. As the competition wore on, speller after speller stepped to the microphone. The clink of the elimination bell ended many of their efforts.
Each time a contestant was eliminated, Aliyah held out her hand for a congratulatory high-five. But as chairs emptied around her, her unease grew.
"There were a lot of words I didn't know," she said later. "That makes me so nervous."
This is not Aliyah's first national bee. She made it as a finalist to the eighth round of competition in 2022, where she was knocked out by ajivika, a Sanskrit word for a school of Indian philosophy.
But now Aliyah was about to age out of the competition. This was her last chance to vie for the chance to claim the brightly painted Scripps Cup and $50,000 in winnings. And the competition was fierce.
Shradha Rachamreddy, 14, seated just a few chairs to the right of Aliyah,  had been favored to win.

Shradha Rachamreddy, 14, of Danville, Calif. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


But by the end of the semifinals Wednesday, only one former finalist remained.
Two hundred and forty-five spellers took the stage this week. They were from all 50 states as well as D.C., Guam, Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands. Ghana sent a contingent of three students to compete.
In the Hallway of Champions, former winners were immortalized in colorful banners hung from the ceiling. Attendees, parents and supporters hunched over tables making posters and writing encouraging notes they pinned to panels outside the main event:
"Proud of every speller!"
"Just making it here is a huge accomplishment."
"Eat your Wheaties and say your prayers!"
Several competitors from the D.C. region, including Navya Dwivedi, 13, of Columbia, Md.; and Nargiza Muzhapaer, 13, of Merrifield, Va.; made it to the semifinals. But by the end of the day Wednesday, all local spellers had been eliminated.
Nargiza, a seventh-grader, had never competed in a national bee.  Her father, Muzaffar Mirzat, said she'd been a bundle of nerves before the quarterfinals started  Wednesday morning.
As he watched his daughter correctly spell word after word, Mirzat teetered on the edge of his seat. He could barely believe how far she was advancing, he said. When the announcer gave her the word schlich, he watched as she puzzled out its German roots.
Then, she nailed it.
"I'm just so proud," he said.
Throughout the day, parents trailed after their children through the event halls. Some consoled tearful spellers after painful eliminations. Others folded their competitors into group hugs.

Family members cheer on spellers during the quarterfinals of the Scripps National Spelling Bee. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


The semifinals began Wednesday afternoon with 45 spellers left in the running, five of whom were former national finalists.
As a booming voice echoed through the competition hall -- "30 seconds," it announced -- Aliyah grimaced, her hands folded tightly in her lap.
"Our first speller is from Phoenix, Arizona," announced Jacques Bailly, the national bee's longtime pronouncer and its 1980 champion.
As Aliyah stepped slowly to center stage, the crowd fell silent.

Aliyah Alpert sports a bee-themed dress. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)



Dr. Jacques Bailly, center, is the national bee's longtime pronouncer and its 1980 champion. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


Her next word: atticotomy.
She asked for the definition (a surgical incision to the small upper part of the middle ear), its language of origin (Greek) and for any alternate pronunciations (none).
Aliyah looked up, scanning the ceiling as she thought.
"Does this contain the Greek root Attica meaning a place?" Aliyah asked.
"You're on the right track," Bailly said.
Aliyah's eyes widened. "Wait," she said, "really?"
"A-t-t-i-c-o-t-o-m-y?" she guessed.
"That is correct," the judge said.
As music played and the judges gathered more words for another round, Aliyah swung her legs from her chair and chatted with Shradha, 14, of Danville, Calif.
Both girls were taking their final runs at a championship. And they were so close.
Then came the eighth round and with it Shradha's first misspelling, and Aliyah's biggest fear: a word she didn't know.
It was omao. Its origin is Hawaiian. It is, Bailly said, a type of bird.
The audience held its collective breath. Aliyah closed her eyes, fingers moving as if typing on an invisible keyboard.
"O-m-a-u?" she offered.

Shradha Rachamreddy reacts after missing a word during the semifinals. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


She sensed she was wrong as soon as the letters had left her lips.
Her eyes fell, her head shook slightly.
Then, the bell rang.
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Alexandria celebrates high school campus expansion as population grows
The long-awaited expansion of the Minnie Howard campus of Alexandria City High School is meant to help the city accommodate student enrollment growth.
By Karina Elwood | 2024-05-29

School and city leaders attend the ribbon-cutting ceremony for the newly expanded Minnie Howard campus of Alexandria City High School on May 29. (Karina Elwood/The Washington Post)


Alexandria officials unveiled a revamped high school campus Wednesday -- a project designed to accommodate the district's growing school population.
The expansion, which will nearly double the capacity of the Minnie Howard campus of Alexandria City High School to 1,600 students from 850, comes as the district expects to serve about 5,000 high school students in the coming years.
The school board approved the $190 million expansion project in 2019, and more students will start taking classes there in August.
"This is a generational investment, one that we will see and realize the benefit of for generations to come," Alexandria Mayor Justin M. Wilson (D) said at a ribbon-cutting ceremony Wednesday.
Minnie Howard was built in 1954 to accommodate students from grades one to seven but closed in the early 1980s because of declining enrollment. It later reopened as the ninth-grade campus for Alexandria City High, whose King Street location is a few blocks away.
The main high school campus serves about 3,000 10th- through 12th-graders.
The expansion of the Minnie Howard campus also marks the introduction of the Academies at Alexandria City, a first-of-its-kind model in Northern Virginia.
Students will be able to take classes in one of six academies: science, technology, engineering and math; business and government; education, liberal arts and human services; visual, performing and applied arts; global studies; and general studies.
The Alexandria City High campuses will function as a connected network of schools in which students can move between sites depending on schedule and academy focus, Executive Principal Alexander Duncan said.

A swimming pool inside the expanded Minnie Howard campus will also be open to the Alexandria community after school and on weekends. (Karina Elwood/The Washington Post)


"The building expands our capacity to serve students, allowing us the opportunity to reimagine the high school experience," Superintendent Melanie Kay-Wyatt said at Wednesday's ribbon-cutting.
Alexandria City Public Schools enrolled about 16,439 students in the fall, the highest enrollment on record since 1971. District officials expect that number to continue to grow.
The expanded Minnie Howard campus boasts more than 340,000 square feet of space across five stories, with nearly all classrooms and learning spaces featuring windows that allow natural light to seep in. During a tour Wednesday, city and school leaders marveled at the views of the city from inside and remarked at some of the new features.
Instead of a central cafeteria, each of the first four floors will have a dining option and space for students to gather. The school includes both gender-neutral bathrooms as well as separate men's and women's facilities.
The school also features an indoor pool, the only one in an Alexandria school. The pool will also be open to the community during some after-school hours and weekends.
A second phase of the Minnie Howard project, set to begin construction this summer, will add athletics facilities and tennis courts to the campus.
Alexandria City High opened in 1965 as T.C. Williams High School, one of three public high schools at the time.

With the expansion, the Minnie Howard campus of Alexandria City High School boasts more than 340,000 square feet of space across five floors. (Karina Elwood/The Washington Post)


The high school was originally named after former schools superintendent Thomas Chambliss Williams, who fought integration in Alexandria. In 2021, the district renamed the school Alexandria City High.
Alexandria City High School is the basis for the 2000 Disney movie "Remember the Titans," about the high school's 1971 football team.
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D.C. Council raises taxes, reverses some cuts in first budget vote
Lawmakers will have a chance to make more changes before they take a second vote on the budget next month.
By Michael Brice-Saddler | 2024-05-29

The D.C. Council took its first vote on the city's budget on Wednesday. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post)


The D.C. Council on Wednesday gave initial approval to the city's $21 billion fiscal 2025 budget in an 11-1 vote, including tax hikes that lawmakers say will help mitigate some cuts to programs that Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) had proposed in April.
The District's slowed revenue growth since the coronavirus pandemic, paired with climbing expenditures, has once again presented a quandary for city leaders in this year's budget cycle, reviving debates seen last year between council members and the Bowser administration on how to fund high-demand programs, including those that were previously infused with now-exhausted pandemic-era federal aid, while stabilizing city revenue.
Ahead of Wednesday's vote, D.C. Council Chairman Phil Mendelson (D) said part of his focus while revising Bowser's budget and considering suggestions from council committees was how the council could better protect low-income residents most vulnerable to some of the proposed cuts. This budget, he said, would help "transform peoples lives, helps the children, and continues the war on poverty."
Council member Vincent C. Gray (D-Ward 7) was absent for the vote. Council member Trayon White Sr. (D-Ward 8) was the lone "no" vote. Lawmakers will have a chance to make more changes before they take a second vote on the budget next month.
Among the biggest changes by the council to Bowser's proposal:
In housing, the council approved:
The council also voted to enhance the earned income tax credit while establishing a new child tax credit, initiatives that Mendelson also had proposed.
But some of the chairman's proposals met with questions and opposition -- namely from Bowser, who told the council in a letter before their meeting that she had "significant concerns," particularly with the tax hikes that went beyond what she had originally suggested.
"My decision to raise taxes did not come lightly as I took a balanced approach that first looked at efficiencies and program reductions, only then to look at tax increases. I do not see the council taking the same approach," Bowser wrote. She added that if the city's revenue growth continues to lag, she would be "left with no choice but to initiate another round of reductions in next year's [budget] formulation."
Bowser decried many of Mendelson's other proposed changes and cuts, including defunding a planned indoor sports complex at the RFK Stadium site, delaying the implementation of a new city jail facility and removing $28 million in new investments to revitalize downtown, a banner effort for her administration. Lawmakers shared some of these concerns.
Mendelson generally defended his decisions, like cutting $9.5 million that the mayor had allocated to create a "Historic Green Triangle" to connect Farragut Square, Franklin Park and Lafayette Square, which he said did not move urgently enough to restore the city's downtown core. But Mendelson pledged to revisit some of these items with lawmakers ahead of their second budget vote.
"Nowhere in that letter does she talk about social programs or equity programs, and that continues to be a philosophical difference between all of us and the executive on what the budget should be doing," Mendelson said in response to the mayor.
His proposal to use future proceeds from a sports wagering bill introduced this year by Kenyan R. McDuffie (I-At Large) to fund the baby bonds program was also met with some resistance from lawmakers, though it remained intact after the council's vote Wednesday. The measure seeks to end the monopoly held by the Greek gaming company Intralot and open up the city's mobile sports betting market, citing projections from the CFO's office that a more competitive model will generate more revenue.
Intralot recently subcontracted with FanDuel to provide exclusive sports betting in D.C., raising $1.9 million in the first 30 days; GambetDC, the previous platform created by Intralot, brought the city a paltry $4.3 million over four years. But several council members, including Christina Henderson (I-At Large), Zachary Parker (D-Ward 5) and Brianne K. Nadeau (D-Ward 1), raised issues with McDuffie's bill; Parker and Henderson said it deserved more scrutiny considering the council's 2019 vote to approve Intralot's contract resulted in years of underperformance.
"I don't want to say the baby bonds is not important, but the council has gotten in a pickle in the past with this particular contract," Henderson said. McDuffie argued that the bill had already had a hearing and defended his committee's work to develop the bill. Nadeau has long said she is against sports betting, noting that opening the market could "escalate the growing public health crisis."
Separately, a successful amendment from Matthew Frumin (D-Ward 3) will shift about $1.9 million within Ward 3 schools to strengthen the Jackson-Reed and MacArthur High School feeder systems. Mendelson, McDuffie and council member Anita Bonds (D-At Large), opposed the measure, saying the decision amounted to overreach.
The budget will probably change further in the coming weeks as lawmakers aim to direct funding toward remaining priorities and areas of concern. Nadeau, for example, said the extra $6 million for rental assistance was insufficient, considering Bowser's budget reduced it $40 million from the previous fiscal year. And Frumin and council member Charles Allen (D-Ward 6) indicated that they were interested in restoring an effort that could bring a protected bike lane to Connecticut Avenue. Parker said he is finalizing several amendments, some which focus on Ward 5 issues.
White, explaining his "no" vote on the budget in a text message, said he felt the budget did not do enough to fully fund D.C.'s violence programs, nor meet the needs of seniors or schools in his underserved Ward 8. Schools there, for example, stand to lose dozens of staffers.
"We made some significant adjustments but didn't go far enough on equity across the city," White said.
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D.C. tourism surges past pre-pandemic levels, report shows
The number of travelers to D.C. has increased steadily since a pandemic nadir, even amid concerns about crime and downtown vacancy rates.
By Danny Nguyen | 2024-05-29

Tourists gather outside the White House on May 29. A record number of visitors came to D.C. last year after a significant drop at the start of the pandemic. (Michael A. McCoy for The Washington Post) 


D.C. welcomed a record number of visitors last year as tourism rebounded from its sharp pandemic-era drop-off, the city's marketing arm announced Wednesday.
A new report from Destination DC shows that nearly 26 million people visited the District in 2023, up from 22.1 million visitors in 2022. The 2023 figure represents a near doubling of tourism from the nadir in 2020, when 13.3 million people came to the capital during a time of covid-related closures and travel restrictions.
The previous record was set in 2019, when there were 25.1 million visitors.
About 24 million of last year's visitors were domestic travelers, while 1.95 million were international visitors, the report found. In 2022, there were approximately 20.7 million domestic visitors and 1.4 million from abroad.

The U.S. Capitol is seen in the distance from a Big Bus Tours bus Sept. 29, 2023.  (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post) 


The city is particularly interested in courting international visitors, said Elliott L. Ferguson II, the president and CEO of Destination DC, since they play an outsize role in bolstering the local economy. According to an earlier report by the marketing group, foreigners are typically 7 percent of the city's visiting population but account for 27 percent of spending. "They stay longer, they spend more and we want them back," Ferguson said at a news conference Wednesday.
"That increase in visitation does not happen by accident, but by very concerted efforts," Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) said at the news conference. She noted that visitors brought $10.2 billion in spending, which supported more than 102,000 jobs, according to the Destination DC report.
The rebound comes as city officials and residents fret over increased crime in recent years and high commercial vacancy rates amid changing work patterns.
In a Washington Post-Schar School poll, residents said they were more worried about public safety now more than a year ago. Violent crime increased 21 percent between 2021 and 2023 before dipping in early 2024, city data shows.
The same poll showed that many residents have opted to work from home, a move that has left downtown D.C. with a glut of empty offices, which some employers have vacated. The downtown vacancy rate for office space is just over 21 percent, according to the DowntownDC Business Improvement District, and one forecast estimates it could reach 27 percent in three years. Empty storefronts serve as a stark reminder of the challenges the city faces as it rebuilds its economy.
But Bowser said the city's future remains bright. "When you come to Washington, D.C., you will be able to see new hotel offerings, more restaurants, and you can expect even more large events and gatherings," she said Wednesday.
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How a girl with cerebral palsy found a new way to play lacrosse
Stella Stakolosa loves playing lacrosse but needed help shooting the ball from her wheelchair. Engineering high school students in Maryland stepped in to help.
By Joe Heim | 2024-05-29

Stella Stakolosa celebrates a goal. College Park Academy high school students designed a custom adaptive lacrosse stick for the 10-year-old so she can play lacrosse from her wheelchair. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


Stella Stakolosa grinned when she saw the image projected on the screen Tuesday morning in a classroom at College Park Academy, a charter high school in Riverdale Park, Md.
"Mom, it says Stella!" the young girl exclaimed to her mother, Megan Stakolosa. Stella pumped her fist.
Stella, who has cerebral palsy and uses a wheelchair, was the center of attention at the school where about 20 high school juniors and seniors spent the past semester working on a project to help her play lacrosse, her favorite sport. This was the day they would reveal the result they engineered, a lacrosse stick mounted to her wheelchair with a trigger mechanism that allows her to launch a ball with an easy pull on a string.
The first 10 years of Stella's life have been anything but easy. She has had two open heart surgeries, a stroke and a steady diet of doctor's visits. But she's feisty and determined, her mother said and "nothing has ever stopped her."
Stella is also into sports. Playing them, not watching them. (Though she did watch the Super Bowl earlier this year wearing her "Let's Go Taylor Swift's Boyfriend!" shirt.) She's taken part in everything from swimming and cheerleading, to horseback riding and now lacrosse, which attracted her interest when she saw her best friend play. "It looked really fun and I wanted to try it," Stella said.
She found a way to do that last year with her team and coach at Parkville Adaptive Lacrosse, which launched in 2001 to welcome developmentally challenged players and help make the game safe and enjoyable for them. There she was paired up with a helper, Lily, a high school student at Notre Dame Prep, whom she really likes. "She's very kind," Stella said.
The coaches and helpers showed her how to play the game, but Stella had some difficulty holding the lacrosse stick and it occasionally got stuck in the wheels of her wheelchair. That was when her coach put the family in contact with Volunteers for Medical Engineering, an organization that works on solutions for people with disabilities. Stella and her family explained what she needed to the organization, which in turn connected them with College Park Academy to create the lacrosse stick.
In the College Park Academy class room, the juniors and seniors took turns describing their work on the stick and how it was fitted to Stella's wheelchair in a way that made it accessible for her. Early in the process, the students held a Zoom meeting with Stella to find out exactly what she wanted in the finished product. They added a rearview mirror so she could see players coming up behind her and they decked out the new gear in pink and purple, Stella's favorite colors.

Stella poses with the engineering students who designed her lacrosse stick. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


The students are enrolled in the school's Engineering for Us All (e4USA) course, part of a program co-founded by University of Maryland President Darryll J. Pines that aims to increase diversity in engineering and expand the range of projects students tackle. The e4USA curriculum, now in use in about 90 high schools across the country, teaches engineering principles to high school students and engages them in community-focused projects.
"We need to value diversity of expertise, backgrounds, experiences, and we need to focus our effort and resources into making our community a more welcoming and inclusive community," Pines told the College Park Academy students. "If we do all of that, then we know that a new type of lacrosse stick isn't just a new type of lacrosse stick. It represents what's possible for Stella, for us and for everyone else."

Stella, her mother Megan Stakolosa and College Park Academy e4USA teacher Brendan McCarthy, heads to try out her new lacrosse stick. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)



U-Md. President, Darryll J. Pines presents a Terrapins pin to all the students and Stella at the event. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


Then, for Stella, came the best part. Riding in her retrofitted wheelchair, she led the students to the school's parking lot to test out the new equipment. A student latched the stick in place, put a ball in the netting and stepped back. Stella pulled the string and the ball sailed straight ahead, a perfect shot. Soon a small soccer goal was set up and Stella took several shots, each goal met with cheers and applause from the students.

Stella launches a lacrosse ball with her new stick. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


"She came to us with a problem and we were able to find a solution," Elizabeth Ayeni, 18, who just graduated and will attend the University of Maryland in the fall, said after watching Stella launch shot after shot with the new stick. "It means a lot to make someone's life a little easier or a little nicer."

At the end of the event, all the engineering students lined up to give Stella a high-five. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


Stella was thrilled with how well the new stick worked and is looking forward to using it in a game. And after receiving high-fives and hugs from the high school students who worked on the project, she sensed they got something out of it, too.
"I think they feel really good and happy to share this," Stella said.
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PM Update: Expect some showers this evening, then clearing into a nice Thursday
The steadiest rain is moving east, but more showers may dot the area through sunset. It will be sunny and beautiful tomorrow. 
By Ian Livingston | 2024-05-29
Temperatures were a bit muted this afternoon as clouds developed in the midday sun. Showers and some rumbles only worked to send readings backward further. In fact, it felt a bit chilly behind the rain as readings fell into a 60- to 65-degree range in many spots. The main round is moving east of Interstate 95, but additional showers or storms will probably dot the area into evening. Just wait until tomorrow, though -- it's going to be one to bottle up.
Listen to our daily D.C. forecasts: Apple Podcasts | Amazon Echo | More options
Through tonight: In addition to the earlier activity moving east, a couple additional showers and storms are possible through or just beyond sunset. Skies should quickly turn mostly clear overnight. As northwest winds begin delivering drier air to the region, lows will settle into the mid- and upper 50s in most spots.
Tomorrow (Thursday): It's the first of two near-perfect weather days. There should be only a few clouds here and there as temperatures reach the mid-70s. It will be a little breezy but not bad -- winds gust up to around 15 or 20 mph out of the northwest.

The Capitol on Wednesday. (angela n./Flickr)


See Dan Stillman's forecast through the weekend. And if you haven't already, join us on Facebook and follow us on X and Instagram. 
Pollen update: Grass pollen is HIGH at 22.36 grains per cubic meter of air. Mold spores are moderate/high. Tree pollen is moderate.
Rain, rain: Today made it seven days in a row with measurable rain in the city. Locations nearby have mainly picked up about 1 to 2 inches over the past week, with a couple locations pushing 3 inches. Although raindrops have been frequent, many days recently have featured low totals from passing showers or storms. Tomorrow should end the rain streak, and we could even stay dry through the weekend. If that happens, it will be the first dry weekend after six straight with measurable rain.
Want our 5 a.m. forecast delivered to your inbox? Subscribe here.
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Giant pandas are returning to D.C.'s National Zoo. Meet Bao Li and Qing Bao.
D.C.'s National Zoo said China has agreed to lease it two new pandas -- Bao Li, 2, a male, and Qing Bao, 2, a female. They are set to arrive later this year.
By Michael Ruane, Olivia Diaz | 2024-05-29
Giant pandas are coming back to Washington.
The Smithsonian's National Zoo announced Wednesday that two new giant pandas -- Bao Li, 2, a male, and Qing Bao, 2, a female -- will be arriving from China later this year.
Bao Li has family roots in the District.
He is the son of Bao Bao, a female giant panda who was born at the zoo in 2013, and the grandson of Mei Xiang and Tian Tian, the panda couple whose departure from the zoo last year broke hearts and signaled the end of an era.
But now comes a new era and a chance for fresh generations of zoo visitors to experience the thrill of panda mania and the hope that the new bears will someday produce cubs.
"I am filled with such joy right now," said Brandie Smith, the zoo's director. "It's hard to express it."
"The program is so important to giant pandas," she said in a telephone interview last week. "We are working to save an endangered species."
Smith said giant pandas have drawn millions of visitors to D.C., and millions more have watched the zoo's pandas on the panda cam. "I'm excited for us. I'm excited for them."
The announcement was a surprise, given the tense relationship between the United States and China, which owns and leases all giant pandas in U.S. zoos, and the short period of time since the departure of Mei Xiang, Tian Tian, and their son, Xiao Qi Ji, late last year.

Chinese Ambassador Xie Feng announces on Wednesday that two young pandas will come to the National Zoo by the end of the year. (Robb Hill for The Washington Post)


In remarks at the zoo Wednesday morning, Xie Feng, the Chinese ambassador to the United States, said the two countries should be on better terms.
"For the well being of both peoples, and the future of the world, China and the United States should choose to be partners, not rivals," he said. "I encourage everyone to care for China-U.S. relations just as you care for pandas, and joyfully usher in a peaceful and prosperous future."
The new pandas are coming on a 10-year lease, ending in April 2034, during which the zoo will pay the China Wildlife and Conservation Association $1 million a year, the zoo said in its announcement.
"I don't think we thought it would happen this quickly," Smith said. "But we have such a great partnership with our colleagues in China. It was just really a seamless conversation to bring the pandas back."
Smith said she has not yet seen the new pandas in person, but a delegation from the zoo visited them during an official trip to China earlier this month.
"They look great," said James Steeil, the zoo's supervisory veterinary medical officer, who was part of the delegation. "Both are going to wow [the] D.C. audience here, but also the American audience as a whole."
"The male, Bao Li, has very similar qualities to some of our previous pandas, given that he's related to them," he said. "You can kind of see some of that personality play out. He likes to roll around. He likes to play in water. He likes to eat."
Referring to the female, he said, "Qing Bao is a little bit more reserved."
Assistant curator Laurie Thompson, a veteran giant panda keeper who will help oversee care of the new pair, said: "It's been a really long time since we've had little youngsters, two of them. It will be like having two cubs."
"It'll be exciting, because the little guys are definitely full of energy," she said in a telephone interview last week.

Memorabilia available at the National Zoo on Wednesday when official announced two young pandas would come. (Robb Hill for The Washington Post) 



Panda souvenirs at the National Zoo. (Robb Hill for The Washington Post) 


Smith, the zoo director, said the pair will not be "playmates."
"They're not social animals," she said, noting that in the wild they don't live in large groups.
"So we're not going to put them together," she said. "But we are going to create opportunities for them to catch glimpses of each other, get each other's scent."
The animals could eventually breed naturally or with the help of artificial insemination, the zoo said.
Frances Nguyen, founder of the Pandas Unlimited Facebook group, said in a telephone interview Wednesday that she went to the zoo on Monday to visit the gorillas and saw construction at the panda house.
She said her heart skipped a beat. "I just felt it: They're coming," she said. "I thought, 'There has to be an announcement soon.'"
When her husband broke the news to her this morning, she immediately posted on Facebook: "Yes! Pandas in D.C."
"I am still trying to get to know them, and it's still so new," she said. "But, wow, they look so cute."
In the fall, before Mei Xiang and Tian Tian left the zoo, Cyndy Taylor of Fairfax County and her family, panda fans who had visited the bears over decades, walked through the panda house to say goodbye.
"The one thing I was worried about [in] getting new pandas is forgetting the pandas that were here," she said in a telephone interview Wednesday. "Now you can't, because with Bao Li, they're all related."

Two-year-old giant panda Bao Li will be coming to the National Zoo in 2024.


It's not clear when the new animals will arrive, but zoo spokeswoman Annalisa Meyer said the zoo prefers to ship animals such as giant pandas in cooler weather. A fall arrival is a good bet, she said, but for security reasons, the zoo won't reveal the exact date.
Asked whether Bao Li was picked to come to the zoo because of his D.C. ties, Smith said, in part, yes.
The main goal was to aid genetic diversity and overall giant panda care and conservation, she said. But when the chance to bring a panda with local lineage came, "this was just an obvious choice," she said.
FedEx will provide free air and ground transportation for the bears and their Chinese keepers to the United States, the zoo said.
The animals will be quarantined in the panda house for a minimum of 30 days after their arrival to reduce risk of introducing parasites or disease to other animals.
After their quarantine, the bears will get a few more quiet weeks in their new habitat. Their public debut will take place when the zoo believes they are ready for the onslaught of visitors.
Bao Li is pronounced BOW-lee and means "treasure" and "energetic" in  Mandarin Chinese, the zoo said. Qing Bao is pronounced ching-BOW and means "green" and "treasure."

Giant panda Bao Li at the Wolong Giant Panda Reserve in China. (Roshan Patel/Smithsonian's National Zoo & Conservation Biology Institute) 



Giant panda Qing Bao, born Sept. 12, 2021, eats some bamboo at the Dujiangyan Panda Center. (Roshan Patel, Smithsonian's National Zoo & Conservation Biology Institute) 


Smith said the animals will have to learn a few words of English, but they mainly respond to hand signals and will gradually learn the sounds of their keepers' voices.
Food-wise, the National Zoo's giant pandas have traditionally munched on special panda biscuits. In China, they were fed a kind of panda bread. Zoo nutritionists have asked for the recipe, Smith said.
The zoo hopes they will eventually breed and produce cubs. Giant pandas reach sexual maturity between the ages of 4 and 7.
A cooperative research and breeding agreement was signed by Smith and Wu Minglu, secretary general of the China Wildlife and Conservation Association.
"The new pandas will enable Smithsonian scientists to find more effective methods for natural breeding and/or assisted reproduction," the zoo said in its announcement. Giant panda reproduction is notoriously quirky and unpredictable, as the zoo learned in breeding Mei Xiang and Tian Tian.
Over two decades, the couple produced four surviving cubs. Tai Shan, a male, was born in 2005 and sent to China in 2010. Bao Bao, born in 2013, was sent to China in 2017. Bei Bei, a male, was born in 2015 and sent to China in 2019. Xiao Qi Ji, a male, was born in 2020.

Bao Bao climbs a tree at her first birthday celebration at Smithsonian's National Zoo on Aug. 23, 2014. (Yue Wu/The Washington Post)


All cubs born in U.S. zoos are, by agreement, sent to China around the age of 4. Mei Xiang, 25, and Tian Tian, 26, went back because the term of their lease was up.
The zoo said its David M. Rubenstein Family Giant Panda Habitat is being renovated for the first time in more than a decade.
The giant panda cam, which has been dark since last year, will be restarted after the pandas arrive.
The zoo also announced a $25 million drive for public and corporate donations over the next 10 years to support the renovations and other parts of its giant panda programs.
The Smithsonian's 163-acre zoo in Northwest Washington is home to 2,200 animals representing 400 species. It sees about 1.9 million visitors a year. Admission is free. Its Conservation Biology Institute, on a 3,200-acre campus near Front Royal, Va., conducts breeding, veterinary and conservation research in a rural setting.

People enjoy the farewell festival Panda Palooza at the Smithsonian's National Zoo on Sept. 30. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)



Giant panda Tian Tian is transported to a truck at the National Zoo on Nov. 8, the beginning of the journey back to China. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)



A plane adorned with the face of a panda lifts off at Dulles International Airport, carrying D.C.'s three giant pandas with it. (Michael S. Williamson/The Washington Post)


It had been only six months since the sunny morning of Nov. 8 when the zoo's last three black-and-white bears were carried in metal travel cases from the zoo's panda compound for the final time.
Keepers wept as the animals were taken via forklift to the FedEx trucks that would take them to Dulles International Airport and on a 9,000-mile flight to China.
The zoo's giant panda story began in February 1972, when President Richard M. Nixon and first lady Pat Nixon made a historic Cold War visit to communist China.
At a banquet in Beijing, Chinese Premier Zhou Enlai promised Mrs. Nixon that China would give some giant pandas to the United States as a friendly gesture.
Later that year, giant pandas Ling-Ling, a female, and Hsing-Hsing, a male, both about 18 months old, arrived at the zoo.
Ling-Ling died suddenly in 1992, and an ailing Hsing-Hsing was euthanized in November 1999. The zoo was then without giant pandas until December 2000, when Mei Xiang and Tian Tian arrived.
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A guide to the 2024 Arlington Democratic primary election 
There is just one race on the ballot this year: an open seat on the Arlington County Board.
By Teo Armus | 2024-05-29
There's just one competitive local primary taking place in Arlington this spring. But with this Northern Virginia locality grappling with a host of issues -- including empty offices, stagnant tax revenue and persistent fights over housing density -- it is a crucial one that stands to shape the future of the county.
As in past years, the race has been colored by the county's "missing middle" plan -- passed with both significant support and opposition last year -- that effectively eliminated single-family-only zoning and exposed a fault line in residents' views on where and how fast the county should be growing.
The candidate who wins the Democratic primary will gain a big advantage in a  suburb that has long leaned heavily blue. Since 2004, just one person has won a local race here without the party's endorsement.
Below is information on the candidates and when and how to vote. For more on congressional and statewide races, see our Virginia voter guide here.
There is just one race on the ballot this year: an open seat on the Arlington County Board. Libby Garvey, the body's longest-serving member and its current chair, declined to seek reelection, and five candidates are seeking the nomination to succeed her.
Virginia has open primaries, which means that you don't need to be registered with a political party to cast your ballot. But you do need to be registered to vote with an up-to-date address no later than May 28 to avoid casting a provisional ballot. You can check your registration status or register to vote here.
Early voting runs from May 3 through June 15. All registered voters can vote at any one of three sites in Arlington. Polls at the county government center in Courthouse Plaza are generally open from Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., and other hours and locations can be found here.
Election Day is June 18. If you are voting then, you must vote at your assigned polling place, which you can look up here. Anyone already in line at 7 p.m. is allowed to vote. Virginia law requires all voters to provide acceptable ID at the polls -- or, if not, to sign a statement affirming their identity or cast a provisional ballot.
Registered voters who want to vote absentee must request a mail ballot before the June 7 deadline. All absentee ballots postmarked by Election Day and received by the local registrar's office by noon on the following Friday will be counted.
Five candidates are vying for one spot on the Democratic ticket. The nominee will face at least one independent candidate, Audrey Clement, in November in the general election. Clement has unsuccessfully sought a seat on the board a dozen times since 2011.
The Arlington County Board has five members who are all elected at-large and serve staggered four-year terms. They vote among themselves to choose a chair and vice-chair each January.

James A. DeVita (Snowdrop Photography)


James A. DeVita, 65, is an attorney. He says he is running to push back on the county's "missing middle" plan and to use his elevated profile in local office to prevent former president Donald Trump from returning to power. He mounted an unsuccessful primary challenge for the state Senate last year. An Arlington resident for the past 31 years, DeVita lives in Penrose with his wife and has two college-age daughters.

Julie Farnam (Tim Coburn)


Julie Farnam, 44, owns an investigative intelligence small business. She cites her time working for the Capitol Police during the Jan. 6 attack on the U.S. Capitol and her experience managing budgets in the federal government and says she would focus on youth, mental health and safety issues. Farnam moved to Arlington 16 years ago and lives in Arlington Ridge with her two daughters.

Tenley Peterson (Tuan Nguyen)


Tenley Peterson, 43, is a communications consultant and Arlington Public Schools substitute teacher. She is emphasizing her experience on county commissions and says she would bring to the board her international and local work experience, as well as her perspective raising her family in a high-rise apartment. Peterson has lived in Arlington for 14 years and lives in Courthouse with her husband and three children.

Natalie U. Roy (Tom Wilson)


Natalie U. Roy, 66, is a Realtor who said she would bring tough questions and more transparency to the board. Having run for county board last year, she said Arlington's government has not been listening to residents and that she would commit to serving as their voice on the body. Roy, who moved to Arlington 33 years ago, lives in Lyon Park with her husband and has three grown children.

Julius D. "JD" Spain Sr. (JD for Arlington Campaign/JD for Arlington Campaign    )


Julius D. "JD" Spain Sr., 51, works as a senior consultant. Spain, who ran for county board last year and for the House of Delegates in 2019, emphasized he is the only military veteran and person of color running this year and stressed he has a long record of engagement with and advocacy on local civic issues. He lives in Penrose with his wife and has three grown children and one granddaughter.
Local governments in Virginia are limited by something called the Dillon Rule, which means they only have power over areas granted to them by the General Assembly in Richmond. Most of the Arlington County Board's work deals with reviewing rules and plans for new developments as well as a county budget.
With that in mind, we've asked the five candidates yes-or-no questions about hot-button issues that have divided current board members or drawn some disagreement from residents in Arlington or other parts of Northern Virginia.
Missing middle: Residents and civic groups spent much of 2023 debating a proposal that effectively eliminates single-family-only zoning in Arlington. The county board unanimously approved that plan last March, though some residents are suing to block it. Would you have voted for the final missing middle proposal?
Yes: Peterson, Spain
No: DeVita, Farnam, Roy
More density: The plan allows for the construction of buildings with up to four -- and in most cases six -- units in neighborhoods long set aside for single-family houses. County lawmakers scrapped earlier drafts to allow buildings with up to eight units. Should Arlington go further and make it easier to build these "eight-plexes" in single-family-only neighborhoods?
Yes: Spain
No: DeVita, Farnam, Peterson, Roy
Amazon HQ2: Amazon in 2019 selected Arlington for half of its much-hyped second headquarters, promising to bring 25,000 new jobs to the county and fill millions of square feet of office space. The company has donated to local groups and opened two soaring office towers in Crystal City, but it has also abruptly halted construction and hiring at its new campus. Is Amazon HQ2 living up to expectations?
Yes: DeVita, Roy
No: Farnam, Peterson, Spain
Ranked-choice voting: Last year's Democratic county board primary became the first publicly run election in Virginia to use ranked-choice voting -- a system that was met with some confusion and pushback from residents. The board reverted to a traditional "first-past-the-post" voting system for last fall's general election but more recently voted to keep using ranked-choice voting for all board primaries and pilot its use in this year's general election race. Should Arlington keep using ranked-choice voting in all board elections?
Yes: Farnam, Peterson, Roy, Spain
No: DeVita
County board structure: Del. Patrick A. Hope (D-Arlington) filed a bill in the state legislature this year that would let the county board consider changing its structure, including adding members, switching to a district-based representation model and letting voters directly elect a chair for the body. But the current board has not put its support behind the bill, which was tabled until next year. Do you support Hope's bill?
Yes: DeVita, Farnam, Peterson, Roy, Spain
No: none
Board salaries: Arlington board members gave themselves pay raises totaling $32,000 over the past two years. That increase was meant to make the job open to a wider range of people and bring their salaries in line with the county's median incomes. But a similar pay hike in Fairfax County in recent months was met with some pushback. Do salaries for Arlington board members need to be further increased?
Yes: none
No: DeVita, Farnam, Peterson, Roy, Spain
Pickleball: The drop-in pickleball courts at Walter Reed Recreation Center prompted repeated clashes last year -- and many related memes -- as players called for more county resources toward this growing sport and neighbors complained about the incessant noise. Should Arlington expand drop-in pickleball hours and locations?
Yes: DeVita, Farnam, Roy
No: Peterson, Spain
After-school programming: Amid a surge in Arlington teenagers overdosing on fentanyl -- and two deaths among county youths last year -- community advocates have called on the county to ramp up funding for after-school programs as a way to combat the issue. But persistent office vacancies have hurt tax revenue and created scant wiggle room in the county's finances. Would you have voted to give another $2 million for this programming, even if it means raising property taxes?
Yes: DeVita, Peterson, Roy, Spain
No: Farnam
The election for county board will choose a winner using ranked-choice voting. Voters will be able to select up to three candidates and rank them in their order of preference.
Here's an explanation of how it works: All the first-choice votes on the ballot are tallied up. If none of the candidates receives a majority, the last-place candidate is eliminated. Any ballots that ranked that candidate first are then redistributed to those voters' next-choice candidates. The process repeats until one of the candidates collects more than half the votes.
Note that this system is slightly different (and more straightforward) from the ranked-choice system, sometimes known as "single transferrable vote," which was used in last year's primary for two county board seats.
There is no benefit to ranking just one or two candidates and leaving some spaces empty. Your vote will in fact go further if you rank three candidates on the ballot instead of just one or two. You also should not rank one candidate multiple times.
It's probably going to take a few days to know who won the primary.
Virginia accepts mail-in and provisional ballots until noon three days after the election. Tabulation or counting for the first round of ranked-choice voting cannot be completed until those ballots have been processed.
Arlington elections officials will report results for voters' first choices on election night, said Tania Griffin, a spokeswoman for the county's election office. But it will be impossible to predict a winner unless one candidate wins a majority of those votes with a wide margin.
Results will probably be clearer on the afternoon of June 21. That's when officials will conduct preliminary tabulation -- crunching the numbers in every round until there is a winner -- after they have processed and accepted mail ballots and most provisional ballots, Griffin said. Final tabulation will occur June 22.
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Grocers in D.C. deploy bag bans, receipt scanners in shoplifting battle
Retailers in the District have escalated anti-theft efforts in recent months as businesses nationwide struggle to thwart shoplifting. 
By Jenny Gathright, Peter Hermann | 2024-05-29

A sign announces a new ban on oversized bags, backpacks and totes Tuesday at a grocery store in D.C.'s Columbia Heights neighborhood. (Jenny Gathright/The Washington Post)


Giant Food stores in D.C. launched a ban on large bags. Harris Teeter employees check customer receipts at exits across the District. And at some local Safeway markets, departing customers now face an electronic gate that prevents people from leaving without a receipt.
The measures deployed in recent months mark an escalation of retailers' efforts to tamp down property crime -- a stubborn challenge that has eluded solutions nationwide. While clear data on shoplifting in D.C. is not available, viral videos of people walking out of stores with armfuls and carts of merchandise have unsettled some residents, adding to a perceived sense of lawlessness in the District, even as crime -- including theft -- is trending down overall from last year.
In statements acknowledging the new rules and regulations, supermarket representatives detailed a reality that they said must be met and overcome. The changes were welcomed by D.C. police, who have increased their presence inside and outside retail stores, and along with prosecutors are more aggressively targeting shoplifting. But shoppers were divided in interviews over how the hardening of spaces so integral to their routines would shape their quality of life, with some finding the increased surveillance insulting.
"It's oppressive, dehumanizing, I could go on and on," Kelsey Buckner, 44, a shopper at a Safeway location in Adams Morgan, said about the gate at the front of the store Tuesday.
The offending infrastructure, graphite-gray and waist-high, stood sentry yards away at the self-checkout section, flanked by rows of impulse-buy candies and cold drinks offered to the diverse confluence of residents forced to navigate new security measures. The challenge for businesses is to make their store inviting but secure from theft; the same customers who might complain of shoplifters rifling shelves with perceived impunity might also chafe at the inconvenience of bag bans, receipt checks and gates.
At the nearby Giant Food in Columbia Heights, customers struggled to adjust to a big-bag ban that had taken effect this past Thursday at select stores in the D.C. region. While the company, which declined an interview request, said in a statement that "open reusable shopping bags" are welcome, duffel bags or those measuring more than 14 by 14 by 6 inches are not.
Customers who want to carry groceries home in larger bags must now leave their prohibited bags upon entering, check out and return to the front of the store to re-bag them -- creating chaos when foot traffic surges.
Miguel Atkins, 38, said he first noticed the change when he went shopping at Giant's Columbia Heights location over the weekend, and a security guard made him take off his backpack before he went inside. He reacted to the rule with resignation.
"It is what it is," he said.
About a mile away in Adams Morgan, customers at the Harris Teeter said they started getting their receipts checked last month. A spokeswoman for the chain, which also has locations in Navy Yard and NoMa, declined an interview request but said in a statement that its new security measures also include prohibiting suitcases, oversized backpacks and roller bags. The statement said the new measures "will help us maintain a safe shopping experience and continue providing the best service and goods at competitive prices to our customers."
Justin Tew, 38, who was shopping at the Harris Teeter in Adams Morgan on Tuesday afternoon, said the receipt-checking was "a little annoying, but it's understandable," because shoplifting and theft "seems like it's so out of hand."
Several shoppers interviewed at stores Tuesday said they felt shoplifting had risen -- and said they had personally witnessed retail theft. It is difficult, however, to know exactly how pervasive shoplifting really is because D.C. police do not track it as a specific category. The department includes those types of crime in a broader theft category, and those crimes have remained stable during the first five months of this year, compared with the same period in 2023.
Thefts in D.C., excluding thefts of or from vehicles, increased by 23 percent in 2023, compared with the previous year.
Retail theft in D.C. has attracted national attention. The District was cast online as an avatar for dysfunction over barren shelves at a CVS in Columbia Heights that shuttered earlier this year. Other locations of the chain across the District have begun to lock up vast swaths of merchandise, requiring customers to request staff assistance to access goods such as toothpaste and toilet paper.
In September, Giant Food said it was going to check customer receipts and stop stocking certain brand-name products at its store on Alabama Avenue in Southeast Washington, citing high levels of theft and igniting a public debate about racial profiling in an area that is majority-Black.

Anti-theft measures at a Safeway grocery store in Adams Morgan on Tuesday. (Jenny Gathright/The Washington Post)


In interviews, some shoppers questioned a focus on catching individual shoplifters and said D.C. leaders should instead prioritize improving the economic conditions that lead some to steal in the first place. Others argued the aesthetic of the security measure feels dystopian; at the Safeway in Adams Morgan, one customer said the gate reminds him of a prison.
Buckner said the gate "feels targeted" at low-income people and Black and Hispanic people. Columbia Road NW, where the store sits, is "historically a Hispanic and Black community," and Safeway is known as the most affordable grocery store in the area, she said, adding that the hardware could make people unnecessarily fearful.
"I'm sure people who aren't from this neighborhood [walk in and think], 'Whoa, there must be some issue,'" she said.
Safeway also declined an interview request. In response to customer concerns that the gate feels racially targeted, the Safeway spokeswoman said that "all customers are subject to these security policies."
Others support the increased security. David Ryan, a 59-year-old Adams Morgan resident, said Safeway's gate "makes me feel like corporate's doing something to help the bottom line, which is important, so our food prices don't go through the roof."
In response to resident concerns about theft, law enforcement and lawmakers in D.C. have recently adopted a tougher stance. The D.C. Council recently gave prosecutors more power in theft cases, making it a felony to commit more than one theft in a six-month period of items worth more than $1,000 in aggregate -- a move that drew significant pushback from advocates for criminal justice reform, who argued that increasing incarceration for relatively minor crimes would not make the city safer.
D.C. Police Cmdr. Colin Hall, who runs the First District station, said he thinks these changes have been effective. Authorities are seeing fewer images of store shelves emptied of merchandise, which he attributed to more focused police attention to the issue, more enforcement from prosecutors and the new laws. He noted that one retail theft suspect was recently sentenced to 200 days in jail, a significant move that may make a person "think twice about going into a store and stealing like that again."
Hall, whose district includes retail-heavy areas such as the blocks around Capital One Arena, Navy Yard and NoMa, also said grocery stores' new security measures could help slow quick escapes and increase the odds of shoplifters being caught.
He said mass shoplifting has a "huge impact" on the city.
"We want the community to feels safe going to these stores," he said, "and we need these stores to thrive."
Aaron Wiener contributed to this report.
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In Beyonce-inspired leotard, Jordan Chiles aims to show she's 'that girl'
Hold up, is the Olympic gymnast really wearing that Friday at U.S. championships?
By Emily Giambalvo | 2024-05-30

(Illustration by David D. Robbins Jr./The Washington Post; photos by Gary A. Vasquez and Kyle Terada/USA TODAY Sports)


As Beyonce traveled the globe last year, Jordan Chiles followed along, usually from afar but once from the crowd, totally intrigued. Chiles, a devoted fan, also loves fashion -- to the point that her dogs are named Chanel and Versace -- so naturally, Beyonce's costumes grabbed her attention. The outfits were bold and adventurous, unafraid to be different.
Chiles, an Olympic gymnast who oozes confidence and is unapologetically herself, had the idea: "Whoa, you know what would be so cool? What if ... I call it the Renaissance tour of leos?"
Fast-forward to this week's U.S. championships. Chiles will step onto the competitive floor with a flashy, Beyonce-inspired leotard that probably will be polarizing and unquestionably will align with her ethos: Why fit in when you can be Jordan Chiles?
Of all the costumes Beyonce unveiled during her "Renaissance" world tour, Chiles chose perhaps the wildest one as inspiration for the leotard she'll wear in Friday's session. It's an explosion of color, with red and pink stripes across her chest and checkerboard prints that incorporate nearly the entire rainbow. Roughly 4,400 crystals are packed within the design, including a V-shaped arrangement that mimics a statement necklace. Some of the jewels shine in colors described as electric blue, mango and ruby. This is far from your typical competitive leotard. And Chiles loves it.

Jordan Chiles will wear a colorful leotard inspired by one of Beyonce's costumes from the "Renaissance" world tour. (GK Elite)


As the 23-year-old aims for a return to the Olympics, she performs her floor routine to a collection of Beyonce songs, and she has embraced a Beyonce-inspired mantra: "I'm that girl," an empowering nod to the opening track on the pop star's album "Renaissance."
Chiles said her self-affirming mind-set is rooted in authenticity rather than cockiness. She won a silver medal with the team at the Tokyo Olympics, then took home three medals at the 2022 world championships. She said she doesn't feel as though she has anything to prove. With that approach, she has had an excellent start to the season, finishing third at the U.S. Classic and positioning herself well as the Olympic trials approach.
"I am that girl," Chiles said. "I am going to look in the mirror and be okay with myself."
As soon as Chiles saw a photo of Beyonce's colorful catsuit on Instagram, she wanted it to be a leotard. She didn't know whether she would wear it for a competition or it would be one of many in her collection, sold as part of her sponsorship with the leotard company GK Elite. But Chiles was committed to her vision.
"It just gives legit icon, legend, that girl vibe," Chiles said.
Several athletes design their own leotards for major competitions through their partnerships with GK Elite. Design director Jeanne Diaz said some gymnasts provide their preferred color and let the leotard experts handle the rest. Chiles, on the other hand, wants "heavy involvement from the start," Diaz said. Most of the leotards created for the U.S. championships feature varying tones of a single color -- intricate and covered with crystals but nowhere near Chiles's audacious approach.
Chiles long has listened to Beyonce's music but became a fervent admirer as she got older and understood Beyonce's story. In a way, Chiles can relate: "She's been body-shamed. She's been racially attacked. She's done all these things that as an athlete you go through." When asked about her favorite Beyonce song, Chiles was momentarily stumped. She thought through the catalogue of options before landing on "XO," then changing her answer to "Pretty Hurts," singing a bit of the lyrics as she explained why.
Chiles's idea to extend this passion to her leotards began last fall. She didn't have a 56-show tour with multiple costume changes in each, but she had a two-day competition set for the spring. Chiles realized she could lean into her enthusiasm for Beyonce and fashion while also expressing different sides of her personality.
On Sunday, the final night of the national championships, Chiles will wear a white leotard that also borrows from a "Renaissance" tour outfit: Beyonce's skin-tone catsuit with jewels arranged on her torso and in bands along her legs. The leotard has so many crystals that when Chiles tried it on, she said, "I felt like I was holding up 850 pounds of jewels." The details make it elegant and sophisticated, a contrast to Friday's, which she says highlights her "spunky" side.
Diaz and her team usually design leotards that are "more universally liked," she said, because the company needs to sell the products. So when Diaz saw the photo of Beyonce's colorful costume from the Italian fashion brand Emilio Pucci, she was excited. Rarely are leotards so bold.
Chiles knew she didn't want to wear a leotard that entirely mimicked the vibrant print, hoping to avoid looking "like a clown out there," she said, laughing. And Diaz said she knew from the start she wanted to incorporate a "grounding black element." That's why the leotard has black mesh sleeves and a black bottom that transitions into the rush of color with a curving, crisscross-patterned belt.
To turn the Beyonce outfit into a leotard, Diaz said she identified the "most striking features" and tabbed them as "must-keeps." She zeroed in on the multicolor pattern, high neckline and necklace. Densely packed crystals became Chiles's faux necklace, her favorite element of the design.

After helping the U.S. win a team silver at the Tokyo Olympics and winning three medals at the following year's world championships, Jordan Chiles feels she has proved herself. (Toni L. Sandys/The Washington Post)


When Chiles first tried on the leotard, she thought: "Oh wow, this is amazing." But she still wanted more crystals. She sent it back, and GK Elite added more jewels along the belt and in some other areas. Finally, the leotard was complete.
"I put it on, and I was like," Chiles said, then paused with her jaw dropped. "There's no way. My imagination came to life."
Gymnastics leotard designs often spark intense and contrasting opinions, just as fans are intrigued by football uniform combinations or soccer kits at the World Cup. Chiles knows some people will love the leotard and others will hate it. She's used to critics, whom she calls "bully bots." But she knows this leotard is true to herself.
"At the end of the day, I feel beautiful in it," Chiles said. "I feel strong, powerful. And it goes. My [floor] routine is Beyonce. What more can I give you?"
While Simone Biles wears a mostly black design and Sunisa Lee dons shades of pink, Chiles's creation is likely to be the wildest leotard on the floor. For Chiles, that's a fitting statement.
"I'm Jordan Chiles, and there's only one me," she said. "This leo definitely says that, I can tell you that, because who would have thought?"
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Gymnast Gabby Douglas ends attempt to qualify for Paris Olympics
The all-around gold medalist at the 2012 Olympics was returning from a nearly eight-year layoff.
By Emily Giambalvo | 2024-05-30

Gabby Douglas had been attempting to return to competitive gymnastics after a nearly eight-year layoff. (Tim Nwachukwu/Getty Images)


Three-time Olympic champion Gabby Douglas withdrew from this week's national championships, ending her attempt to make the U.S. Olympic team for this summer's Paris Games. USA Gymnastics confirmed Douglas's withdrawal, and Douglas told ESPN she suffered an ankle injury in training this week that prevented her from participating.
Douglas, 28, last competed at the U.S. Classic on May 18, but she withdrew from that competition after struggling on bars during the first rotation. Douglas made her season debut in April after a competitive layoff that lasted nearly eight years. She had qualified to perform on vault, bars and beam at nationals but did not earn the required score to compete in the all-around.
At the national championships, the best female gymnasts will perform Friday and Sunday. The top two finishers based on their cumulative all-around scores automatically qualify for the U.S. Olympic trials in late June. A minimum of 10 additional athletes also will be invited to compete.
The U.S. selection committee will consider petitions to the trials for athletes who were a member of the 2020 Olympic team or the world championships teams in 2022 or 2023, as well as athletes who represented the country internationally during the current competitive season. Douglas does not meet any of those criteria.
Douglas won the Olympic all-around gold medal in 2012, becoming the first Black woman to win the Olympic title. She returned to the Olympics in 2016, helping the U.S. women repeat as gold medalists in the team competition. In Rio de Janeiro, she earned the third-best all-around score during the qualifying round but did not advance to the final, which is limited to two athletes per country. Douglas told ESPN that she plans to continue training with the hope of making the Olympic team in 2028.
"I missed gymnastics," Douglas said before the U.S. Classic. "And I loved it. It ended rough for me in 2016, so I didn't want to end on that note. Regardless of the outcome, I wanted to make sure I end on love and joy instead of hating something that I love."
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Women's basketball is on the rise. A new pro league aims to take advantage.
The three-on-three "Unrivaled" league will feature WNBA players and begin play in January in Miami.
By Kareem Copeland | 2024-05-30

Minnesota Lynx forward Napheesa Collier, a three-time WNBA all-star, is one of the founders of a new three-on-three women's basketball league that will begin play next year. (Alika Jenner/AP)


As a former pro who has trained some of the biggest names in the NBA and WNBA, Alex Bazzell talks basketball all day long. So it was no surprise that he and his wife, Napheesa Collier, a three-time WNBA all-star, were discussing the state of the sport after she had finished playing a game a few years ago. They sat chatting in a Los Angeles hotel when a seed was planted that could reshape the landscape of women's basketball.
The result of that conversation was officially announced Thursday morning: Unrivaled, a new professional women's basketball league co-founded by Collier and reigning WNBA MVP Breanna Stewart, will debut in January 2025.
"Obviously it sounds crazy at first," Collier told The Washington Post. " 'We should create a league.' It's not like it's just a 'We should go out for ice cream tonight' kind of thing.
"So, yeah, just started as a conversation randomly after a game, and then it formed into this thing where we can make so much change, and why wait for someone else to do it when we can do it ourselves?"
Unrivaled aims to feature 30 elite players composing six teams for a three-on-three competition played in Miami. Investors include U.S. soccer stars Megan Rapinoe and Alex Morgan, two-time NBA MVP Steve Nash, 10-time NBA all-star Carmelo Anthony, Hall of Fame coach Geno Auriemma, actor Ashton Kutcher, former ESPN president John Skipper, former Turner president David Levy and others. Bazzell will serve as league president. The business model gives players equity and a vested interest in the league, and the league said in its announcement it will offer the "highest average salary in women's professional sports league history."
"The women's game is at such a pivotal point right now ... but unfortunately, still, the majority of the money that we make is off the court," Collier said. "So we want to change that ... to make money playing basketball.
"Even today, as women's basketball is on a rise, there's a drop-off in viewership and athlete marketability and competition between the collegiate and professional level. So you really see the college game is so popular right now, and all these stars, especially this rookie class that's coming in, it's amazing to see the viewership and marketability go up there. But we wanted to do that on a professional level as well."
The goal is to create a product that is easy to consume and features some of the best players in the world. The three-on-three format is expected to showcase players' skills in a more free-flowing game, but players will still run full-court -- though shorter than the regulation 94 feet. Games will last about an hour and be played on an LED court. Participants are expected to be announced this summer, including several WNBA all-stars. Multiyear contracts are expected to keep players committed beyond a year-to-year basis.
The league has been in planning and development for two years, but the current timing seems ideal as the WNBA and NCAA women's basketball tournament have set record viewership numbers. Huge audiences have tuned in to see young stars such as Caitlin Clark and Angel Reese after name, image and likeness (NIL) rules allowed them to grow their brands in college. WNBA teams such as the Washington Mystics have moved games against Clark's Indiana Fever and Reese's Chicago Sky to higher-capacity arenas to accommodate anticipated bigger crowds.
"There's been a lot of new leagues that started and not had success," Levy said. "And there's a lot of reasons for that, whether it's operational or just talent on the field. You've got to remind yourself these are not brand names that nobody knows. These are the best of the best women's basketball players in the world that are going to be competing in a three-on-three competition.
"If you closed your eyes and said, 'If this was the NBA, would you be interested?' And the answer, obviously, would be yes. You get to see LeBron [James] and Steph [Curry] and everybody else playing on the three-on-three tour. Here we have the best brand names in the WNBA playing. I don't think this is quote-unquote a start-up from a standpoint of quality of the sport and the brand names."
The league founders hope there are advantages to playing in the WNBA offseason and not being in direct competition with the established league. Bazzell is pitching the three-on-three format as quality development for WNBA players who want to grow their games during the offseason.
Many of the details still have to be worked out. Some brand partnerships are still being finalized. The biggest remaining task is evaluating and negotiating media deals with linear, digital and streaming platforms. Bazzell said they want to be as accessible and as visible as any product in sports and want to avoid fans having to "jump through hoops to go find us."
That postgame conversation years ago seems to have been paced at the perfect speed to capitalize on interest in the women's game that may be at an all-time high.
"There's the old dictum that all things that you predict are going to happen, happen more slowly than you ever thought," Skipper said, "until it becomes an inflection point and takes off at a rate you never thought it could. I think we've kind of hit the right moment."
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Brian Keefe, known for shaping young players, will remain Wizards' coach
Keefe had an 8-31 record after taking over as interim coach when Wes Unseld Jr. was moved out in January.
By Ava Wallace | 2024-05-30

Brian Keefe had an 8-31 record as interim coach of the Wizards this past season. (Paul Sancya/AP)


The Washington Wizards hired Brian Keefe as their 26th head coach, they announced Wednesday, giving the rebuilding organization an experienced basketball mind known for his success in shaping young players.
Keefe was named interim head coach Jan. 25 after Wes Unseld Jr. was removed from the position midway through his third season. Keefe, who was Unseld's top assistant, almost immediately returned energy to a roster that had been sapped of its verve on the court, even if the newfound competitiveness didn't show up in the team's record. The Wizards went 8-31 under Keefe after going 7-36 under Unseld to start the season -- they finished 15-67 for the NBA's second-worst record -- but Keefe earned high praise from players at the end of the season for his direct communication style, his willingness to hold them accountable and his ability to put them in positions of strength.
"He really galvanized a tight group," forward Kyle Kuzma said last month. "... That first half of the season, there were a lot of games where the game was over at halftime, the game was over the first six minutes into the second half. We started to compete."
Keefe, 48, was hired as an assistant last summer after working for several franchises, mostly as an assistant coach, over a 16-year NBA career. He will help lead a significant undertaking as the Wizards remain in the early stages of a rebuild. His first major moment arrives June 26, when the two-day NBA draft tips off. The Wizards hold the second, 26th and 51st picks.
Keefe also will need to assemble a staff after the contracts of several assistant coaches hired under Unseld -- including Zach Guthrie, Joseph Blair, Mike Miller and James Posey -- were not renewed, according to multiple people with knowledge of the situation.
"I am grateful to Michael [Winger] and Will [Dawkins] for the opportunity to lead the Washington Wizards," Keefe said in a statement released by the team, naming the president of Monumental Basketball and the Wizards' general manager. "I look forward to continuing to work with our players and helping them grow and develop. As a team, we are committed to a collaborative approach to build an environment of accountability and hard work that allows us to improve every day."
Keefe began his NBA career as a video coordinator with the San Antonio Spurs in 2005. As an assistant, he has been a part of teams that have earned eight playoff berths, including five consecutive postseason appearances by the Oklahoma City Thunder from 2010 to 2014. With the Thunder, he helped mold a young Russell Westbrook and Kevin Durant. He also worked closely with Oklahoma City's current star, Shai Gilgeous-Alexander, during a second stint in Oklahoma City (2019-20). He also coached with the New York Knicks, Los Angeles Lakers and Brooklyn Nets.

The Wizards improved defensively after Keefe took over as interim coach. (Lynne Sladky/AP)


As interim coach in Washington, he helped retool a defense that rated 29th in efficiency and last in rebounding to 26th in defensive efficiency and 26th in defensive rebounding -- inarguably small gains that nonetheless felt like a big win in the locker room as Wizards players put forth noticeably stronger efforts on a nightly basis.
Keefe also was part of the decision, alongside Winger and Dawkins, to send struggling Jordan Poole to the bench to help the guard regain confidence. It helped, even though Poole was initially unhappy about the decision. He moved back into the starting lineup about a month later as he averaged 20.9 points and 5.8 assists while boosting his three-point shooting to 35.9 percent over his final 26 games.
"I think he's been really good for our young team [with] the detail-orientedness that he brings, the structure that he brings. He loves the game," Poole said after the season. "That's something that goes a really long way, especially at the highest level, and he's willing and very genuine and authentic about putting ... guys in positions to be successful and play to their strength, really unlocking them -- because he cares about them as individuals. He's done a really good job."
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Lane Thomas provides a needed spark as the Nats surge by the Braves
Recently back from the injured list, Thomas hit a three-run homer in the fifth inning to put the Nationals ahead on their way to a 7-2 win.
By Andrew Golden | 2024-05-30

Lane Thomas's three-run homer in the fifth inning sparked the Nationals to a 7-2 win over the Braves. (Brynn Anderson/AP)


ATLANTA -- Over the past month, the Washington Nationals lacked that one hitter who could alter a matchup with one swing. They were without that player whom opponents are forced to game-plan around. In short, they were missing Lane Thomas.
So when Thomas stepped to the plate in the fifth inning Wednesday night against the Atlanta Braves, his team trailing by a run and needing a spark, it felt like a moment built just for him. And then he connected with a belt-high fastball that rocketed off his bat.
The fans at Truist Park groaned, and Thomas watched the ball crash into the left field seats above the visiting bullpen as his teammates leaned over the dugout railing to celebrate. His three-run homer was exactly what the Nationals had been missing, and it powered them to a 7-2 victory. Jacob Young added a two-run single in the sixth to pad the lead for MacKenzie Gore, who struck out 10.
"I just think it takes an inning like that to get something going," Thomas said. "We got some big hits when we needed them."
Thomas, who struggled to start the season and then missed a month with a left medial collateral ligament sprain, did just about everything Wednesday night. He finished 3 for 4. He scored twice, walked once and stole two bases. Since returning to the roster Monday, he is 5 for 13 with four extra-base hits.
"When he got hurt, we [knew] were going to miss him a little bit," Manager Dave Martinez said. "To have him back and have him playing, not just his hitting but his overall play, the way he plays defense, you see him running the bases -- he plays the game the right way."
Thomas, 28, led the Nationals with 28 home runs a season ago, providing a steady presence at the top of the lineup. His performance in the first half was so strong that he was a candidate for his first trip to the All-Star Game. And though there was talk of the Nationals moving Thomas at the trade deadline, General Manager Mike Rizzo said in August that it would have taken a hefty return.
All of that made Thomas's absence apparent, especially for a team that lacks power; Washington (25-29) had 19 home runs this month before Thomas's blast Wednesday. Still, he was hitting .184 with a .503 OPS when he slid awkwardly April 23 against the Los Angeles Dodgers, came up limping and was placed on the injured list.
But Thomas gives Martinez another right-handed hitter at the top of a lineup that features lots of lefties. And he provides some protection for leadoff hitter CJ Abrams, who has cooled off after a breakout April. Most importantly, his power gives the Nationals instant offense.

Thomas celebrates his home run with Ildemaro Vargas. (Todd Kirkland/Getty Images)


Until Thomas's homer, the Nationals looked lethargic against Braves right-hander Spencer Schwellenbach, who was making his major league debut. Martinez said before the game that his team needed to avoid swinging at pitches outside of the strike zone. It didn't achieve that early on. Schwellenbach fell behind at times, but Washington bailed him out by swinging at borderline pitches early in counts.
To open the second inning, Luis Garcia Jr. hit a single that bounced off right fielder Adam Duvall's glove, allowing him to advance to third. But Garcia never scored. The next four Washington hitters went flyout, groundout, walk, strikeout.
In the third, Abrams booted a groundball off the bat of Austin Riley that should have been an inning-ending double play. Instead, Marcell Ozuna's RBI single pushed the Braves (31-22) ahead.
One night earlier, the Nationals squandered a strong start by Jake Irvin in a 2-0 loss. It seemed they might do the same with Gore on the mound until Thomas's homer changed everything. Gore lasted 51/3 innings and was charged with two runs (one earned).
"The homer was huge," Gore said. "We didn't score early, but the guys were competing. We were putting ourselves in situations, and we finally broke through. ... And then we just kept adding on toward the end of the game."

MacKenzie Gore struck out 10 one night after teammate Jake Irvin did the same. (Todd Kirkland/Getty Images)


Gore primarily attacked with his fastball, which the Braves fouled off 17 times. But he seemed to use his secondary pitches at just the right time. Of his 10 strikeouts, he got three on his fastball, three on his slider and two each on his curveball and change-up. (Gore and Irvin struck out 10 in back-to-back games, the Nationals' first time achieving that feat since 2019.) Perhaps most importantly, Gore didn't walk anyone.
Thomas provided some extra support in the ninth, when he singled, then stole two bases. Three batters later, Keibert Ruiz's single scored Thomas and Jesse Winker to put the Braves away.
"You see what he does every day -- it's huge for us to have a bat like that," Young said of Thomas. "It's good to have someone like that back in the clubhouse and back leading us out there."
Note: Third baseman Nick Senzel exited in the second inning after fouling the ball off his right kneecap. He eventually worked a walk, but his knee buckled when he planted at first base, forcing him out of the game. Afterward, Martinez said all tests came back negative; he was hopeful Senzel could play in the series finale Thursday night.
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Nelly Korda's U.S. Women's Open derailed by unthinkable septuple bogey
The world No. 1 and prohibitive favorite at Lancaster Country Club made a septuple-bogey 10 at the par-3 12th, three times hitting into the water.
By Gene Wang | 2024-05-30

Nelly Korda's U.S. Open got off to a brutal start at Lancaster Country Club. (Sarah Stier/Getty Images) 


LANCASTER, Pa. -- Nelly Korda's aspirations of winning her first U.S. Women's Open suffered a major setback after just three holes in her opening round Thursday morning. The world No. 1 and prohibitive favorite at Lancaster Country Club made a septuple-bogey 10 at the par-3 12th, three times hitting into the water.
Visibly shaken, Korda made the walk to the par-5 13th at 8 over, at the time the second-highest total for players teeing off in the morning wave. The two-time major champion came into the week having won six of seven starts, believed to be the only player in women's golf history to amass such a run.
Korda began her round on the back nine, carding a bogey 5 at the 10th before disaster struck two holes later. Her tee shot landed in a bunker behind the 161-yard hole, and her second failed to hold the green, rolling into the water guarding the front of the sloped putting surface.
Her next two shots from beyond the hazard also ended in the water, and she dropped to her knees with her head in her hands. Korda's eighth shot finally settled onto the green 10 feet from the cup. She missed that putt and became the latest victim of the diabolical No. 12, which at the 2015 U.S. Women's Open generated 31 double bogeys, the most of any hole that year.
Over the first several hours Thursday morning, the hole had produced eight double bogeys or worse, underscoring its difficulty, which had caught players' attention during practice rounds early this week.
"The par-3 over the water, that's such a -- from the tee box you can't see how sloped of a green that is, but then you get onto that green, you're like, 'Oh my gosh, you're coming in with a 6-iron,' " Korda said Tuesday afternoon. "If you're long, in a sense, you're kind of [in trouble]. If you're short, you're [in trouble] too, so making sure you're just hitting the greens out here this week, because they're so small and undulated, is going to be key."
Only a handful of players were below par among those playing in the morning amid cool conditions. Three players, American Megan Schofill, Japan's Yui Kawamoto and South Korea's Min Byeol Kim, were below par after their first nine holes. Schofill was 2 under through nine, while Kawamato and Kim were both 1 under.
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For Naomi Osaka, a tough loss at the French Open feels like a big win
Osaka, who paused her career to focus on her mental health and maternity, had match point and nearly earned a remarkable victory in the second round at Roland Garros.
By Ava Wallace | 2024-05-29

Iga Swiatek, left, trailed 5-2 in the third set before coming back to beat Naomi Osaka in the second round of the French Open. (Dimitar Dilkoff/Agence France-Presse/Getty Images) 


It can be difficult to return to the site of painful moments from one's past and feel light. Naomi Osaka withdrew from the French Open in 2021 after declining to participate in news conferences at Roland Garros, citing, in part, anxiety and depression she experienced while facing questions about her struggles playing on clay. A series of breaks to focus on her mental health ensued.
Wednesday felt like Osaka reclaiming command.
She fell, 7-6 (7-1), 1-6, 7-5, to world No. 1 Iga Swiatek in a second-round matchup that produced the type of quality suited to a pair of four-time Grand Slam champions.
But it was the best match of Osaka's career on clay, especially given the opponent and the fact that it was just her fifth match at a Grand Slam since the start of the French Open in 2022. In addition to missing time to address her mental health in recent years, the 26-year-old had just returned to the sport in January after 15 months off during which she gave birth to her daughter, Shai, in July.
When she came back, she spoke of wanting to dedicate herself to learning more about her least favorite surface. Osaka is a power player who can match any of the game's biggest hitters, and plodding red clay does nothing but slow her cracking groundstrokes and melt away her biggest strength.
But clay, Osaka has come to learn, reveals strength, too. It takes a different kind of power to control your legs while running on packed dirt, a different kind of fortitude to plan your way out of long point after long point. Try changing direction on a dime at full sprint on clay, as tennis players so often do, and feel all the different muscles your body recruits.
"I think clay is fun," Osaka said Saturday, before the tournament began. "You get to slide around. You get to see how strong you are, in and out of corners. I think for me, there [are] a lot of really valuable lessons that I'm learning from clay-court tennis."
Perhaps none were more valuable than the reminder that she can still produce top-tier tennis.
Osaka had never won a match on clay against a top-20 player before she did so twice at the Italian Open this month, defeating Marta Kostyuk and Daria Kasatkina en route to the fourth round. On Wednesday, she put everything she learned to use against Swiatek, who is exactly the type of fierce opponent Osaka gets up for.
Playing a champion of Swiatek's magnitude -- the 22-year-old is going for her fourth title at Roland Garros and is on a 16-match winning streak -- forces Osaka to focus on herself. The crowd, which was so rambunctious Wednesday that the chair umpire had to repeatedly hold up play, reminded her of those in New York, where she has won half of her Grand Slam titles.
"I was kind of approaching it with how I approached my match against Serena [Williams] the first time in the U.S. Open," Osaka said.
That apparently meant treating the clay court as if it were a hard court. Osaka stuck to an aggressive, high-risk game plan, blistering her groundstrokes and coming away with 54 winners to Swiatek's 37. It helped that the roof was closed because of rain, which tends to speed up the court, and she could keep her balance as she danced around on the clay with a manner of comfort she had never achieved in her career. Chalk that up to the ballet classes she took with a coach to work on her movement in her post-baby comeback. "Feels like a portal into a new world," Osaka said. "I feel very aware of my body in ways that I've never felt before."
Those groundstrokes, though, felt like peak Osaka.
No one in the women's game anticipates her opponent on clay as well as Swiatek, yet when the world No. 1 took some speed off her forehand in the second set, it was Osaka who was ready. She pounced, rattling off nine of 10 games to take the second set and jump to a 3-0 lead in the third, leaning on her serve -- which topped out at 122 mph -- to erase lost points.
But Swiatek has held her position at the top for so long for a reason. She regrouped mentally in the third just as Osaka's lack of matches started to catch up with her and mistakes mounted, even as she led 5-2.
"I honestly didn't believe I could win, because I would be pretty naive," Swiatek said. "But it didn't change the fact that I just tried to do work to play better."
Osaka served for the match at 5-3 but sent a backhand into the net. Swiatek then calmly took the last five games, leaving Osaka crying as she left the court.
The tears didn't last long. She said after the match she wrote a note to herself: "I'm proud of you."
"I kind of realized I was watching Iga win this tournament last year, and I was pregnant. It was just my dream to be able to play her," Osaka said. "When I kind of think of it like that, I think I'm doing pretty well. And I'm also just trying not to be too hard on myself. I feel like I played her on her better surface. I'm a hard-court kid, so I would love to play her on my surface and see what happens."
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New York officials address terrorism concerns ahead of cricket World Cup
With several matches set for next month on Long Island, including a highly anticipated showdown between India and Pakistan, authorities responded to a reported online post said to be linked to an ISIS splinter group.
By Des Bieler | 2024-05-30

A 34,000-seat stadium in East Meadow, N.Y., shown earlier in May, is being built to help host the T20 World Cup. (Seth Wenig/AP)


New York state and county officials sought this week to reassure attendees and area residents that extensive security measures are being implemented in response to a threat against an upcoming cricket World Cup event reportedly posted on a pro-ISIS internet platform,
"Public safety is my top priority," New York Gov. Kathy Hochul (D) said in a statement, "and we are committed to ensuring the Cricket World Cup is a safe, enjoyable experience."
In a first for a competition that has been held eight times since 2007, a number of matches in the International Cricket Council Men's T20 World Cup are taking place in the United States, which is jointly hosting the event this year with the West Indies.
Among the matches slated to take place starting Saturday at a newly constructed, 34,000-seat facility in New York's Nassau County is a highly anticipated showdown on June 9 between India and Pakistan. On Tuesday, an edited image reportedly surfaced online that showed an illustration of an arena with drones circling overhead, the words "Nassau Stadium" and the date "9/06/2024."
At a news conference Wednesday featuring government and law enforcement officials closely associated with the staging of the tournament, Nassau County Police Commissioner Patrick Ryder said threats against the event fielded by authorities dated back to April and were linked to ISIS-K. Also known as Islamic State-Khorasan, ISIS-K is an organization that splintered off the original ISIS and has developed a reputation for seeking to attack targets in various countries.
Ryder said the threats began in vague terms but "got more specific toward the actual game of India versus Pakistan, but did not name the place."
"Then yesterday you all saw the video that went global," he told reporters, "and they are calling for that lone wolf to act out."
Hochul, who was not at the news conference, said in her statement that "there is no credible public safety threat at this time" but that her administration, in coordination with federal law enforcement as well as state and county police, would "continue to monitor the situation closely."
"I have also directed the New York State Police to engage in elevated security measures," she added, "including an increased law enforcement presence, advanced surveillance, and thorough screening processes."
Ryder said officials were trying to keep the environment in and around the new stadium "as sterile as we can." He told reporters that every attendee will have to pass through a magnetometer, searches will be conducted on the way in and no bags will be allowed except for specific situations such as medical needs, in which case they will have to be clear bags.
In addition, Ryder said, no drones will be allowed in Eisenhower Park in East Meadow, N.Y., where the stadium is located. No one not clearly attending or staffing the event will be allowed in the park during the day while matches are being held there from Saturday through June 12.
"This will be one of the tightest securities that Nassau County has ever seen," said Ryder. "Every threat is considered, to us, credible until it's not."
Nassau County is located on Long Island, just east of the New York City borough of Queens. The region is home to generations of immigrants from cricket-loving countries in the Caribbean and South Asia, and the tournament is also expected to lure fans from far-flung locales.
The ICC, which oversees arguably the world's second-most popular sport after soccer, said in February that "over 3 million ticket applications from over 161 countries" were submitted for the T20 World Cup. The "unprecedented demand for tickets," per the ICC, was greatest for the India-Pakistan tilt. In addition to the Long Island site, stadiums in Dallas and Broward County, Fla., will host tournament matches. Most of the event will unfold in the West Indies, including all the group-stage and knockout-round matches, culminating in the final in Barbados on June 29.
T20, also known as Twenty20 cricket, is a relatively recent version of the sport that pares matches down to approximately three hours, in contrast to the traditional, multiday events. Previous installations of the T20 men's World Cup have taken place in South Africa, England, the Caribbean, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, India, the United Arab Emirates and, in 2022, Australia. England is the defending champion, having defeated Pakistan in the final two years ago. Pakistan won the event in 2009, while India, home to the most lucrative T20 professional league, hasn't emerged on top at the World Cup since 2007.
"When you've got a game as big as this, everything is credible," Ryder said Wednesday of possible threats to the India-Pakistan match. "We will go through every fine detail when it comes to the security and safety of the residents here in Nassau County."
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Struggling D.C. United gets its bell rung in loss to CF Montreal
Ill-timed mistakes and a red card issued to midfielder Matti Peltola undermined Christian Benteke's two-goal performance on a rough night for United in Montreal.
By Steven Goff | 2024-05-30

D.C. United defender Aaron Herrera (22) and midfielder Jared Stroud (8) battle for the ball with CF Montreal defender Fernando Alvarez Wednesday night at Stade Saputo. (David Kirouac/USA Today Sports)


MONTREAL -- The North Star bell, 1,500 pounds of cast iron perched on one end of cozy Stade Saputo, is rung with great vigor after every goal scored by CF Montreal.
Following a 4-2 misadventure Wednesday night, D.C. United is going to have a hard time getting the ringing out of its head.
Attacking the target on the bell end in the first half, Montreal took advantage of United's soft resistance and scored three times to surpass its total for any full home game this year.
Clang-clang, clang-clang ...
United's Christian Benteke snapped a three-game scoreless streak with two first-half goals, increasing his total to 13, but Matti Peltola's red card just before intermission undermined the comeback.
"The first half sets us back, and we couldn't really recover from there," captain Steven Birnbaum said. "It's frustrating -- really frustrating. There's concern. There's urgency. We need to get it going."
Sunusi Ibrahim, a first-half substitute, capped a two-goal night with the clincher in the 73rd minute for Montreal (4-7-4), which ended a seven-game winless skid before an announced crowd of 19,619.
United (4-6-6) is in a 0-3-1 rut and, with the roster depleted by injuries and suspensions, Coach Troy Lesesne will not have many lineup options at home Saturday against Toronto FC -- the midway point of a souring season.
"We wanted nine points [from three games over eight days], and we have one -- and two ugly games from us," said Birnbaum, whose team salvaged a 1-1 home draw with lowly Chicago last weekend.
On Wednesday, United's early problems were self-inflicted. Peltola, starting in place of the injured Christopher McVey, made a terrible back pass out of midfield in the sixth minute.
Jules-Anthony Vilsaint collected the ball in stride as if he were the intended recipient. With a two-on-one, Vilsaint crossed to Ariel Lassiter for a one-timer between goalkeeper Alex Bono's legs.
Clang-clang ...
Lassiter, 29, is the son of former U.S. national team striker Roy Lassiter, who scored 36 goals in 1998-99 for United.
"We can't make these types of mistakes," Lesesne said. "Those are hard lessons to learn, and they're ones that, particularly on the road and [with] the form we've been in over the last three matches, just sets the tone for the mentality of the group to have to really dig yourself out of a tough situation."

CF Montreal defender Ruan is upended by D.C. United midfielder Matti Peltola (4) in the first half of Wednesday night's match. (Christinne Muschi/The Canadian Press via AP)


United did answer in the 29th minute. Aaron Herrera headed the ball to the top of the box. With his back to the goal, Lucas Bartlett flicked it to Benteke, who lifted a shot over goalkeeper Jonathan Sirois for his first goal since posting a hat trick in Atlanta on May 11.
Montreal reclaimed the lead four minutes later. United was outnumbered deep in the box. Former D.C. right back Ruan crossed to Ibrahim, who had come on as an injury replacement for Vilsaint, for a flying header.
Clang-clang ...
"If we make these mistakes," Lesesne said, "then our expectation shouldn't be any greater than the result we got tonight."
Another four minutes, another goal. Peltola's foul set up a 22-yard free kick. Lassiter touched it to Mathieu Choiniere for a low bid that took a slight deflection off Birnbaum and whizzed into the net for a 3-1 lead.
Clang-clang ...
The four-minute goal intervals continued in the 42nd as Jared Stroud crossed to Benteke for a booming half-volley from eight yards.
Given the game's openness, United was well-positioned. Deep in stoppage time, however, Peltola's second yellow card for a clumsy challenge left United with 10 men.
"Until the red card," Stroud said, "I thought we were in it. We have got to be smarter."
The second half brought effort, a good chance or two and several attacking substitutions but no goals by United.
Ibrahim's second goal, assisted by Lassiter, secured the outcome. Referee Ismail Elfath's final whistle sounded, followed by the bell, which echoed into the cool night.
Clang-clang, clang-clang ...
"We have a lot of work to do," Lesesne said. "I mean, that's the truth."
Here's what else to know about United's defeat:
Peltola will not be the only one to miss the Toronto match Saturday. Winger Cristian Dajome crossed the yellow-card threshold and will sit out. As it stands, United will have only 14 non-goalkeepers available.
Midfielder-defender Pedro Santos (hip) and midfielder Martin Rodriguez (concussion) were back in uniform after missing one game. Rodriguez played in the second half. Santos did not play.
Defender Conner Antley (ACL) and midfielder Russell Canouse (colon surgery) are out for the year, while McVey (knee sprain) will miss six to eight weeks. Six Montreal players were unavailable, including forwards Matias Coccaro (three goals) and Josef Martinez (two).
Forward Kristian Fletcher and defender Matai Akinmboni, who is on loan to second-division Loudoun United, were recalled by the U.S. under-19 national team for away friendlies vs. Argentina on June 7 and Uruguay four days later.
Herrera (Guatemala) and Peltola (Finland) will join their senior national teams Sunday. Because United is off June 8-9, they will not miss any MLS matches.
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Nelly Korda tweaked her golf swing. 'Crazy history' has followed.
A tweaked golf swing propelled Nelly Korda to a winning pace unmatched in her sport's history heading into this week's U.S. Women's Open.
By Gene Wang | 2024-05-30

Nelly Korda during a practice round before the U.S. Women's Open. (Matt Slocum/AP) 


LANCASTER, Pa. -- Nelly Korda was scrolling through the U.S. Women's Open Instagram page recently when she came across a post of her swing in 2016. The world's top-ranked golfer almost instantly recoiled, shocked by the deficiencies in her mechanics.
Korda had been over-rotating her hands during her takeaway, a breakdown that made getting the club face square at impact more challenging than necessary. She tweaked the motion after she began working with swing coach Jamie Mulligan, who also has provided instruction to Patrick Cantlay, the eighth-ranked men's golfer in the world.
That fix has, at least in part, propelled Korda to a winning pace unmatched in her sport's history heading into this week's U.S. Women's Open at Lancaster Country Club, where she is seeking her first win in the most prestigious event in women's golf. Korda's run of six victories in seven starts this season included the first major of the year, the Chevron Championship in April.
She is the first player to reel off such a streak since at least 1980, when the LPGA Tour began keeping official statistics. Her most recent win came this month at the Mizuho Americas Open at Liberty National Golf Course in Jersey City, in the shadow of Manhattan. The only time she didn't win during the streak? She still tied for seventh. That's why hearing her talk about her 2016 swing sounds so jarring.
"I was watching [the 2016 video], and I knew my swing was that bad," Korda said. "That just shows how much there's always hope, really for anyone out there, because I worked really, really hard on my swing. For us, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday are very, very important to make sure that my swing is in the right plane, in the right spots. ...
"Making sure that I'm hitting my positions is really, really key for me because, if I start to over-rotate on the way back, it's hard for me to get back into that position on the way down. It may look on the same plane, but even if you're like a half a degree off, your face is a half a degree open, that thing's going to go sideways."
With a swing regarded by players on both the LPGA and PGA tours as perhaps the most sound and repeatable in the game -- particularly in the highest leverage circumstances -- the 25-year-old arrived here as the prohibitive favorite in the second of the five major championships on the women's golf calendar.
Accompanying her in Lancaster is Mulligan, whose presence has been invaluable to the two-time major champion during this transcendent season. In previous years, Korda relied on video calls with coaches, including longtime short-game instructor David Whelan, for swing corrections. Those sessions did not necessarily translate into better results on the course.
Mulligan was standing just off the 18th green following Korda's victory at the Chevron Championship and has been with her regularly this year. She made sure to thank him during the trophy presentation after taking a ceremonial leap into a lake at The Club at Carlton Woods, part of a tournament tradition.
"I rarely had a coach out here with me last year and the years before, and I love the fact that I have one out here now because before, if I wasn't hitting it well -- it's different to have someone out here versus FaceTiming them and trying to figure it out on your own," said Korda, who was introduced to Mulligan several years ago through her sister, Jessica. "Actually having that face-to-face conversation and them putting you in that position and kind of feeling it, because feel versus real is very, very different."

Nelly Korda is seeking her seventh win in eight starts at this week's U.S. Women's Open, where swing coach Jamie Mulligan, middle, is a calming presence. (Sarah Stier/Getty Images) 


Korda's supremacy from tee to green has left her peers in awe. That includes world No. 6 Rose Zhang, the only player to win an event that Korda entered during her streak.
"I don't know how to explain it or how to phrase it right, but what Nelly is doing is not something that anyone can do, and history tells it," Zhang said. "I'm witnessing crazy history, and it's really, really inspiring to see her out here and play. She's almost looking unfazed, and I think [it's] because she's so solidified in her prep work, she's so solidified with the people around her, and she loves the game. She's really just going out here and playing for herself."
Zhang -- who shot 24 under par to win the Founders Cup by two strokes over Sweden's Madelene Sagstrom -- is in one of the featured groups during Thursday's first round at Lancaster, which last hosted the U.S. Women's Open in 2015. In Gee Chun won that year by one stroke over fellow South Korean Amy Yang and by two over Stacy Lewis, captain of the U.S. Solheim Cup team, and Inbee Park, also of South Korea.
Korda's uprising has drawn more attention to women's golf during a boom time for women's sports. The NCAA women's basketball final between Iowa and South Carolina drew an average of 18.9 million viewers, a record for women's basketball at any level. The WNBA draft -- with former Hawkeyes star Caitlin Clark getting chosen first -- also smashed ratings records, and Clark's arrival has keyed a surge in WNBA ratings.
The final round of the Chevron Championship, meanwhile, peaked at nearly 2 million viewers, according to NBC, making it the most-watched Chevron Championship since 2010. And the purse for this U.S. Open, $12 million, is the largest in women's golf, with the winner taking home $2.4 million.
"It's an incredible time for the women's game," said U.S. Golf Association CEO Mike Whan, who served as the commissioner of the LPGA Tour from 2010 to 2021. "I think anybody who has known Nelly over the years knew it was in there. I don't know if any of us thought it was this kind of run, but her ability to have multiple-win seasons was never in question. One thing I know from being around the LPGA ... there's 70, 80 players probably working harder now than ever before, so that's what makes these runs hard, because there's a lot of talent. It's deeper out there than ever before."
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Mystics find some answers -- but not enough -- as they fall to 0-7
The offense was still off the mark at critical moments as the Mystics lost, 73-67, to the visiting Dream.
By Kareem Copeland | 2024-05-30

Mystics guard Ariel Atkins shoots over the Dream's Allisha Gray on Wednesday night. (John McDonnell for The Washington Post) 


Ariel Atkins switched up her shoes Wednesday night, opting for a pair of black-and-yellow Nike Kobe 5 Protro nicknamed the "Bruce Lee" -- one of the most popular iterations of the Kobe Bryant line.
The Washington Mystics guard brought a little "Mamba mentality" with her onto the Entertainment and Sports Arena floor against the Atlanta Dream, seemingly intent on bouncing back from the worst game of her career, when she missed all 12 of her shots Saturday in a loss at Seattle. 
Her production was impossible to miss Wednesday: Atkins hit tough shots, scrambled defensively and finished with season highs in points (21) and rebounds (eight). She downplayed any deeper meaning in the choice of footwear, but no one could argue with the individual results.
The team results, however, remained disappointing as Washington's offensive inconsistency continued in a 73-67 loss. The Mystics (0-7) are the lowest-scoring team in the WNBA, remain the lone team without a victory and are one game from matching the worst start in franchise history, an 0-8 run in 2007. Avoiding an 0-9 start will be a challenge: The Mystics' next two games are on the road against defending Eastern Conference champion New York (5-2) on Friday and undefeated Connecticut (6-0) on Tuesday.
"Mentally, I just can't feel sorry for myself," Atkins said. "Obviously we're in a 0-7 situation. There's not a such thing as tired. There's not a such thing as not capable. The word 'not' is not a thing right now. So I really wanted to come out and do whatever I could to help our team win and kind of give us some type of juice, some type of energy. ... But my mentality coming to this game was to not feel sorry for myself -- because don't nobody care."
Washington played well for two quarters -- the first and third -- but struggled to score at the most crucial times. A 10-2 fourth-quarter run let Atlanta pull away; the Mystics scored just eight points in a span of more than nine minutes. In the second and fourth quarters combined, the home team shot 9 for 36 from the field and 2 for 15 from behind the arc.
Atkins was the bright spot offensively, and Shakira Austin returned from a planned game away for personal reasons to contribute 12 points and nine rebounds. Stefanie Dolson (10 points) was the only other Mystics player in double figures. Coach Eric Thibault pointed to 22.2 percent three-point shooting and a 21-7 free throw disparity as the biggest differences in a close game.
"It's frustrating," Austin said. "Like Ariel said, can't feel sorry for ourselves. Just got to continue to go to the drawing board. And I think as a group, we need to look into ourselves and stop looking for answers from the outside because it's probably not going to come."
The Dream (3-2) led 38-34 at halftime despite one of the best starts of the season by the Mystics, who were up 22-18 after the first quarter. Optimism was evident in those opening 10 minutes as Myisha Hines-Allen scored six quick points off the bench after failing to surpass seven in the first six games. (She finished with eight.) A 13-2 stretch gave Washington that four-point advantage, but it didn't last: The Dream ripped off a 10-0 run to close the half.
"The easy things that we got in the beginning of the game ... we just kind of stray away from it," Austin said. "We kind of just lose the formula. We know what works, and then I think we just get tight."

Shakira Austin (0) returned, but the Mystics remain winless. (John McDonnell for The Washington Post) 


Mystics fans in attendance got to catch up with former Washington players Tina Charles and Aerial Powers. Dream Coach Tanisha Wright said before the game that she is still getting Charles acclimated to her new team. Age -- she's 35 -- doesn't seem to be an issue for the 2012 MVP and eight-time all-star: She looked smooth as ever as she hit shot after shot. She finished with 17 points and 15 rebounds and now has 31 games with at least 15 and 15, extending her WNBA record.
Powers had a strong third quarter and called it a night with 12 points off the bench. Allisha Gray, who scored the Dream's first eight points, put up a team-high 19.
All of that kept the Mystics winless.
"I thought tonight we did a lot of things well enough to win the game," Thibault said. "We defended at a really high level. We kind of hit a lot of goals that we wanted to hit defensively. We got pretty good looks. We got pretty good looks, even in the middle of the fourth quarter when it was a one-possession game. We missed some shots.
"And then, [13] turnovers. ... [It] needs to be like 10 or 11. We just had a couple too many throwaway possessions. A missed layup here, a careless turnover there, a missed open shot, and all of a sudden you have a quarter of 12 or 13 [points] instead of 20. So it's stuff that's within our control."
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Negro Leagues stats are now MLB stats. Here's how the record book changed.
Josh Gibson could mash, Satchel Paige dominated 1944, and other takeaways from a groundbreaking day for baseball stats.
By Chelsea Janes | 2024-05-30
Major League Baseball announced Wednesday that the statistics of more than 2,300 Negro Leagues players will be incorporated into its record book. The addition, which comes a few years after MLB declared the Negro Leagues should be considered "major league level," means the achievements of some of the sport's all-time greats will now be considered against those of their contemporaries, even though they were not allowed to compete against them on the field.
Stars such as Homestead Grays slugger Josh Gibson now stand alongside the likes of Babe Ruth and Ted Williams in a record book that long excluded them. The Negro Leagues stars generally played fewer official games than White players of the same era, so the top of the leader boards for many of the counting statistics (hits, home runs, strikeouts, etc.) are unchanged. But rate stats, which speak to how effective a player was without being subject to scheduling, reveal a much different picture.
Here are 10 things to know as MLB's statistical history changes forever.
No absence from the MLB record book was more glaring than Gibson's. His .466 average with the 1943 Homestead Grays is now MLB's highest ever. His .974 slugging percentage from the 1937 season now leads all seasons in that category, too. And his 1.474 OPS in 1937 and 1.435 OPS in 1943 are now the two most prolific seasons in that category, relegating Barry Bonds (1.421 in 2004) to third all-time.

No absence from the MLB record book was more glaring than Josh Gibson's. (AP) 


Gibson finished his career with a .372 batting average, surpassing Ty Cobb (.367) for the best in history. He compiled a .718 slugging percentage, 28 points higher than second-place finisher Ruth. And his 1.177 career OPS rewrote the top of that career leader board, which now reads Gibson, Ruth (1.164), Williams (1.116).
The recalibration of the record book reinforces the idea that Charleston, an early Negro Leagues outfielder who was inducted to the Baseball Hall of Fame in 1976, should be remembered as one of the greatest hitters in the early history of the sport.
His .363 career batting average now sits third all-time behind Gibson and Cobb. His 1.061 OPS is now fifth all-time, behind Gibson, Ruth, Williams and Lou Gehrig, and ahead of Barry Bonds. He turned in two of the 10 best seasons by batting average in baseball history, with a .434 average in 1921 and a .427 showing in 1925. For reference, Rogers Hornsby hit .424 for St. Louis in 1924.
Not far behind Charleston on the top-10 lists for many career offensive stats is Buck Leonard, who batted behind Gibson in the Homestead Grays lineup for much of their collective heydays.
Leonard (.345) now stands eighth all-time, ahead of batting average legends Tris Speaker (.345) and Williams (.344). His .452 on-base percentage is now fifth all-time, ahead of Gehrig (.447) and Bonds (.444). And his 1.042 OPS is seventh best, just behind Bonds and ahead of Jimmie Foxx.
When people think of miraculous pitching seasons, they often point to Bob Gibson's dominant 1968, when he pitched to a 1.12 ERA. History buffs cite Christy Mathewson and Walter Johnson, both of whom finished full seasons with 1.14 ERAs in the early 1900s.
Paige was more dominant than all of them in 1944, pitching to a 1.01 ERA (over, it should be noted, fewer innings than the others), striking out more than one batter per inning and holding opponents to a .179 batting average.
Because Paige threw fewer officially recorded innings than his White contemporaries during the height of his Negro Leagues career, he does not stack up against them when it comes to stats such as strikeouts and wins.
But his 125 wins and 1,484 strikeouts came in 399 outings over 1,725 innings, for an average of 7.74 strikeouts per nine innings. That's the 29th-highest strikeouts-per-nine ratio in MLB history, just behind CC Sabathia -- and ahead of Bob Gibson's 7.22. Paige's 1.11 career walks and hits per inning pitched is 18th all-time, same as Sandy Koufax.
Dave Brown only pitched six years in the Negro Leagues, per MLB's counted statistics. His career ended early when he was accused of killing a man and fled authorities, disappearing into anonymity until a dogged biographer from the Society for American Baseball Research tracked his story down years after his death.
But when he did pitch, he was excellent. His 2.24 career ERA now sits eighth all-time, just behind Rube Waddell and Johnson. His 1.08 career WHIP is 10th in history, tied with Max Scherzer.
Cuban star Minnie Minoso was already known to many baseball fans as one of the better all-around outfielders of the 1950s and as a trailblazer with the Chicago White Sox. His legacy in both roles has gained appreciation over the years, and he was inducted to Cooperstown in 2022.
But until he was credited for his output in the Negro Leagues from 1946 to 1948, Minoso could not claim membership to the 2,000-hit club, having finished his time in the majors 37 hits shy. Now he sits at 2,113, the 294th player to cross the 2,000-hit threshold.

Stats for Willie Mays changed Wednesday, too. (AP) 


Since Mays and Robinson spent brief periods in the Negro Leagues, their already legendary numbers changed, too. Robinson's career hit total jumped to 1,567, thanks to his time with the Kansas City Monarchs. Mays's 10 hits with the Birmingham Black Barons pushed him to 3,293, solidifying his place as 12th all-time.
Those perusing new leader boards will find several less familiar names in the top 10s alongside those mentioned above. Jud Wilson, who played for the Grays among several other teams, hit .350 in his career, which is now fifth all-time.
Just behind him at .348 is Turkey Stearnes, an outfielder who now sits sixth all-time in career slugging percentage. Mule Suttles, also known for remarkable power, is fifth all-time in slugging at .621. Stearnes and Suttles are now ninth and 10th all-time in OPS, just ahead of Hank Greenberg and Hornsby.
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Most D.C.-area sports fans dislike or hate Commanders' name, poll finds
It has been two years since Washington's NFL franchise unveiled its new name, and most D.C.-area fans still don't care for it.
By Nicki Jhabvala, Emily Guskin | 2024-05-29

Washington's NFL franchise announced its new name, the Commanders, during a February 2022 ceremony. (John McDonnell/The Washington Post)


It has been two years since Washington's NFL franchise unveiled its new name as the Commanders, and most D.C.-area fans still don't care for it.
According to an April Washington Post-Schar School poll, most local sports fans (54 percent) say they either dislike or hate the name. Among just local Commanders fans, the antipathy toward the name is even more stark -- 58 percent say they don't like it.
In fact, only 16 percent of Commanders fans think the team should keep the name, while most say they would like the team to change to a different name. Again.
"I've been a fan for a long time, since I was a little kid, and obviously the old name was a little problematic. I saw that," D.C. resident Andrew Ravenscroft said. "I was in favor of changing it. But it's just kind of a strange name."
In July 2020, after then-owner Daniel Snyder faced mounting pressure from sponsors and local officials, the team announced it would retire its controversial Redskins name and begin a "thorough" search for a new one. The franchise adopted the name Washington Football Team for 18 months, then unveiled the Commanders name, logo and uniforms during a chilly ceremony at its Landover stadium in February 2022.
Almost immediately, the rebrand was panned. According to a citywide Washington Post poll taken that month, 49 percent of District residents reported disliking the name, including 17 percent who said they hated it. A similar 48 percent of D.C. residents dislike the team name this spring, including 15 percent who say they hate it.
"I'm not surprised," said George Perry, a former vice president of strategic marketing for the team and now an instructor of management and marketing at Christopher Newport University. "When you've been rooting for something for [87] years or whatever the number of years was, you're pretty attached to it, no matter what everybody else's feeling is about that brand. The Super Bowls are attached to it, your favorite players are attached to it, you had jerseys, you had shirts. Getting fans to support another name, I think, was going to be a challenge no matter what the name was."
No NFL team has changed its name three times in a decade without changing regions. Doing so is costly, and the league's bylaws stipulate that a franchise can change its name, logo and uniforms only once every five years. But there are exceptions, including a change in ownership.
Perhaps it was no surprise, then, that shortly after Snyder sold the team to an investment group led by Josh Harris last July, calls for the team to scrap its name seemed to intensify.
In an open-ended follow-up question in the latest poll, some fans volunteered suggestions, which varied widely. Three percent of Commanders fans offered "Redwolves," another 2 percent suggested "Warriors," 2 percent said "Red Tails" and a smaller percentage posed "Red Skin Potatoes."
No, really.
During the club's 18-month search for a name, it eliminated Redwolves and Wolves (and variations of such) because of trademark conflicts. It also ruled out Warriors because of its association with Native American themes.
"Such an embrace of potentially Native-adjacent iconography and imagery would not represent a clear departure that many communities have so forcefully advocated for us to embrace, and that frankly, we set out to do when we started this process a year ago," President Jason Wright said in a lengthy 2021 post on the team's website.
Matt Price, a Montgomery County resident who was in favor of the team moving on from the old name -- "It was long overdue, and I was very happy to hear it," he said -- believes the current name is "pretentious and pompous."
"Who gets excited about that?" he said.
Price suggested choosing a generic animal but admitted he would be fine with the team going back to its temporary moniker, the Washington Football Team. And he's not alone; 17 percent said they would prefer a change back to that name.
But a pocket of fans -- 16 percent -- volunteered a return to the Redskins name in the poll. John Nabinett Jr., a D.C. native who grew up near RFK Stadium, is among them.
"You still got the Atlanta Braves running around ... and the Chiefs in the NFL," he said, pointing to other pro teams with Native American-themed names. "That seems like a bias when it comes to Washington. Commanders is okay, but it doesn't reflect the historical value and things like that of a rich program or a team. Commanders is a name, but it's not an identity. Washington Redskins was an identity."
Washington's former name was also a source of contention for decades and became a barrier to the team's potential return to D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D), who has long lobbied for the NFL franchise to move back to the District and play at the federally owned RFK Stadium site, made it clear that the team first had to change its name.
"People tend to forget that one of the main reasons that they stopped using that name was the pressure they got from their sponsors," Perry said. "All these other sponsors said, 'Hey, if you don't change the name, we're not going to give you any money.' That hasn't necessarily changed. ... If it were me, I don't think it would be my highest priority [to change the name] because you would be starting from scratch again."
Harris's group did not rule out a future name change when it purchased the team, but it quickly ruled out a return to the former name.
"That ship has sailed," Mitch Rales, the top partner in Harris's ownership group, said in September. "We're not going to re-litigate the past. We're about the future. We're about building the future and not having a divisive culture that we're engaged in. We're going to look at everything come the end of the year and think about a lot of different things and do a lot of testing and see what people think. And we'll learn. The beauty is we have the time to look at all of this stuff intelligently and make fan-based decisions."
A person with knowledge of ownership's plans reiterated this month that it has no immediate plans in the works to change the name. The group has repeatedly stressed that it has other priorities. This offseason, the Commanders overhauled their front office, coaching staff and roster. The owners have invested more than $75 million in upgrades to the stadium in Landover and practice facility in Ashburn. They're also searching for a new naming rights partner for the current stadium and awaiting the outcome of legislation that could make the RFK site available for a new facility and ancillary development.
Despite the name (and logo) remaining a point of contention for some, new ownership has been a source of optimism for many Commanders fans.
A 77 percent majority of Commanders fans (and D.C.-area residents overall) have a positive view about Harris's leadership. Among Commanders fans in the District, 83 percent are optimistic about Harris.
"I like what he's done," Ravenscroft said. "We haven't had a lot of success yet, but he's worlds ahead of Dan Snyder."
Washington's NFL team was once the focal point of D.C. sports, but its popularity has waned in recent years. Now, under half of D.C.-area sports fans say they root for the Commanders, ranking below the Nationals (59 percent) and Capitals (50 percent). Less than four in 10 local sports fans say they're fans of the Wizards (37 percent).
Price, like Ravenscroft and Nabinett, is hoping that Harris will lead the franchise back to what it once was.
"It was embarrassing to have such an awful owner, and it was certainly embarrassing to have such a racist name," Price said. "So, yes, with new ownership, it almost gives permission to be a big fan again."
The poll was conducted April 19-29 by The Post and the Schar School of Policy and Government at George Mason University among a random sample of 1,683 adult residents in the Washington, D.C. area, including 1,295 sports fans and 640 Commanders fans. The overall margin of error is plus or minus 3.2 percentage points and is 3.6 points among sports fans, 5.1 points among Commanders fans and smaller among subsets of each.
Scott Clement contributed to this report.
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Josh Gibson, excluded by MLB, takes his place in baseball history
Josh Gibson, who starred for the Homestead Grays in the Negro Leagues, had fearful power, a rocket arm and all-time numbers.

By Frederic J. Frommer, Andrew Jeong | 2024-05-29

Josh Gibson slides home during the East-West Negro Leagues All-Star Game in 1944. (Bettmann Archive) 


Hall of Fame catcher Josh Gibson was one of the most dominant players in baseball history, but he got scant credit from the wider public during his playing days in the 1930s and '40s, because his exploits took place in the Negro Leagues. Major League Baseball helped amplify his legacy Wednesday, adding Gibson's stats and those of other Negro Leagues players to its official record. The decision allowed Gibson's lifetime batting average of .372 to eclipse Ty Cobb's .367 and surge to the top of the historical ledger -- and prompted curiosity about one of the sport's all-time greats.
Gibson was a Bunyanesque figure, known for his prodigious home runs, and sportswriters called him the "Black Babe Ruth" of his era. It's fitting, then, that MLB's decision vaulted Gibson over Ruth in two key offensive categories. Gibson now tops the MLB leader board in slugging percentage, at .718, surpassing Ruth's .690; and in OPS, with his 1.177 mark topping Ruth's 1.164. Gibson also now holds the single-season batting average mark of .466, which he recorded for the Homestead Grays in 1943.
Gibson's posthumous recognition comes more than 75 years after his playing career ended, a tragic story of exclusion during MLB's tightly enforced Jim Crow era. Suffering from high blood pressure and the ill effects of excessive drinking, he died of a stroke at the age of 35 in January 1947 -- just three months before Jackie Robinson broke baseball's color barrier.
The world barely noticed Gibson's death. The Washington Post published a single newswire paragraph Jan. 21, 1947, headlined: "Negro Homer King, Josh Gibson, Dies." The New York Times gave it scant more coverage, publishing a three-paragraph wire-service obituary under the headline, "Gibson, Hard Hitter, Dies," at the bottom of its sports page. The story did not mention that Gibson, like other Black players, had been excluded from playing in Major League Baseball.
That Times wire story noted the era's limitations in compiling Negro Leagues stats. "Because of incomplete records it is not possible to compile Gibson's lifetime batting average," the obit noted. "However, he was a power hitter and his smashing home runs won many a game for the Grays."
In recent decades, researchers have filled in those statistical gaps by painstakingly reviewing newspapers, scorebooks and other archives, which helped lead to Wednesday's announcement.
"We all know Josh Gibson had a great career in the Negro Leagues," his great-grandson, Sean Gibson, told ABC's "Good Morning America." "He is considered one of the greatest baseball players of all time, but we always considered Josh Gibson a major leaguer anyway. It's just now that he's recognized in the Major League Baseball stats."
Gibson starred for the Pittsburgh Crawfords in the early- and mid-1930s before switching to their rivals, the Homestead Grays, in 1937. The Grays' original home was in Homestead, Pa., but they began splitting their games between Homestead and Washington before primarily playing in the nation's capital. Gibson teamed up with another future Hall of Famer, Grays first baseman Buck Leonard, and together they formed a fearsome back-to-back threat. They became known as the "Black Babe Ruth and Black Lou Gehrig." In his first season for the Grays, Gibson hit .417 with 20 homers and 73 RBI in just 39 games.
"Josh Gibson was the most feared hitter in the Negro Leagues because he not only hit with great power but also for high average," Adrian Burgos Jr., a historian of U.S. Latinos, baseball, sports and urban history at the University of Illinois, wrote in an email. He added that Gibson was recruited by baseball leagues in Puerto Rico, Cuba, the Dominican Republic, Mexico and Venezuela.
Before Gibson joined the Grays, Leonard once recalled, the team employed a unique shift against him, trying to neutralize his Ruthian power. In a 1970 Washington Star story with Negro Leagues historian John Holway, Leonard wrote:
The Grays played at Griffith Stadium near the present site of Howard University, which was also the home of the Washington Senators, and the Negro Leagues team was a big draw in the city's Black community. Gibson had one particularly dominant performance at the ballpark in July 1939, in a doubleheader against the Philadelphia Stars, when he homered three times and hit a triple.
"Each of his roundtrippers was well up in the stands, but the second, which nearly cleared the park, came with the score tied 7-all in the ninth and gave the Grays the victory," The Post reported about the first game. The Post called him the team's "mild-mannered backstop" and wrote that one of his homers "followed the left-field foul line until it went out of sight."
There was one pitcher, however, who always seemed to vex him: legendary Kansas City Monarchs ace Satchel Paige. During a game in 1942, for example, Paige walked two men intentionally to load the bases and face Gibson, and then taunted him, "Three fastballs, Josh," before fanning him on three pitches. The next year, when the teams faced off in the 1942 Negro World Series, Gibson came to bat with the bases loaded and the Grays trailing 8-4. Once again, Paige struck him out, and the Monarchs swept the four-game series. It was an uncharacteristic performance for Gibson, who managed just one hit -- a single -- in 13 at-bats.
But Gibson was proficient at more than just hitting and boasted a cannon of an arm from behind home plate. None other than former Senators ace Walter Johnson, considered one of the best pitchers ever, raved about him after seeing Gibson play in a 1939 spring training game in Orlando, comparing him favorably to Yankees catcher Bill Dickey, another future Hall of Famer.
"There is a catcher that any big league club would like to buy for $200,000," Johnson told Post sports columnist Shirley Povich. "I've heard of him before. His name is Gibson. They call him 'Hoot' Gibson, and he can do everything. He hits that ball a mile. And he catches so easy he might just as well be in a rocking chair. Throws like a rifle. Bill Dickey isn't as good a catcher. Too bad this Gibson is a colored fellow."

Josh Gibson, left, poses with Homestead Grays teammates Ted "Double Duty" Radcliffe and Euthumn "Eudie" Napier at Griffith Stadium in 1947. (Robert H. McNeill Family Collection/Library of Congress)


Burgos called Gibson "a commanding presence at the plate, whether in the catcher's box or batter's box. Other Negro Leagues catchers were better known as defensive stalwarts, but no one presented the combination of offense and defense that Gibson did."
The Senators, who leased their ballpark to the Grays, weren't very good back then, but owner Clark Griffith whiffed on a chance to sign Gibson and Leonard -- despite giving some lip service to the idea. Leonard recalled that one day in the early 1940s, the owner asked to meet with them.
According to a 1988 Post story by Holway, adapted from his book "Blackball Stars: Negro League Pioneers," Griffith mentioned the campaign by Black sportswriters to put the two stars on the Senators' roster. Then he posed this question: "Well, let me tell you something: If we get you boys, we're going to get the best ones. It's going to break up your league. Now what do you think of that?"
Leonard said they replied that they would be happy to play in the major leagues but would leave it to others to make the case. Gibson and Leonard never heard from Griffith again.
Progress toward recognizing Negro Leagues stars such as Gibson has taken decades. Boston Red Sox slugger Ted Williams, whom some consider the best hitter of all time, deserves credit for giving the effort an early nudge in his 1966 Hall of Fame induction speech.
"I hope that someday the names of Satchel Paige and Josh Gibson in some way could be added as a symbol of the great Negro players that are not here only because they were not given a chance," he said.
A few years later, that recognition came -- but initially with a big asterisk. In 1971, MLB agreed to admit Negro Leagues stars but said they would be honored in a separate section. After a torrent of criticism that this amounted to "separate but equal" treatment, MLB scrapped that plan and Paige was inducted as the first Negro Leagues star.
The next year, Gibson and Leonard were inducted, but some of the news coverage treated them as if they were afterthoughts. "In a perfectly appropriate blend of sentiment, humor and brevity, Yogi Berra, Sandy Koufax, Lefty Gomez and five less glamorized figures were inducted into baseball's Hall of Fame today," the New York Times reported, lumping the Negro Leagues stars in the "less glamorized" category.
This week's recognition was greeted with far more respect. Gibson, Burgos wrote, "represents the greatness that emerged in the Negro Leagues during the era of MLB's color line," which is now reflected in the sport's record book.
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Sports TV and radio listings for D.C. region
Channels and times for today's games.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-05-30
MLB
1 p.m. Chicago Cubs at Milwaukee >>> MLB Network
7 p.m. Arizona at New York Mets >>> MLB Network
7:20 p.m. Washington at Atlanta >>> MASN, WJFK (106.7 FM), WDCN (87.7 FM)
NBA PLAYOFFS -- WESTERN CONFERENCE FINALS
8:30 p.m. Game 5: Dallas at Minnesota >>> TNT, WSBN (630 AM)
STANLEY CUP PLAYOFFS -- EASTERN CONFERENCE FINALS
8 p.m. Game 5: Florida at New York Rangers >>> ESPN
GOLF
7 a.m. DP World Tour: European Open, first round >>> Golf Channel
2 p.m. U.S. Women's Open, first round >>> USA Network
3 p.m. PGA Tour: Canadian Open, first round >>> Golf Channel
SOCCER
2:30 p.m. French Ligue 1 relegation playoff, Leg 1: Metz at Saint-Etienne >>> BeIN Sports
6 p.m. Copa Libertadores, Group F: San Lorenzo at Palmeiras >>> BeIN Sports
8 p.m. Copa Libertadores, Group H: Deportivo Tachira at River Plate >>> BeIN Sports
TENNIS
5 a.m. French Open, second round >>> Tennis Channel
PRO HOCKEY -- AMERICAN HOCKEY LEAGUE CALDER CUP PLAYOFFS
7 p.m. Eastern Conference finals, Game 1: Cleveland at Hershey >>> Monumental Sports Network
WOMEN'S COLLEGE WORLD SERIES
Noon Alabama vs. UCLA >>> ESPN
2:30 p.m. Duke vs. Oklahoma >>> ESPN
7 p.m. Stanford vs. Texas >>> ESPN2
9:30 p.m. Oklahoma State vs. Florida >>> ESPN2
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Josh Gibson will dominate MLB's record book as Negro Leagues stats are added
Starting Wednesday, the Homestead Grays star will stand atop MLB's career leader boards in batting average and slugging percentage.
By Chelsea Janes | 2024-05-29

A statue of Josh Gibson stands outside Nationals Park in Washington. (Jonathan Newton/The Washington Post)


Baseball history will change forever Wednesday. Major League Baseball plans to officially incorporate Negro Leagues statistics into its record book, according to a person familiar with the plans who spoke on the condition of anonymity Tuesday night because MLB was planning an announcement for Wednesday morning.
The move comes 31/2 years after MLB said it would consider the Negro Leagues as major leagues, meaning all Negro leaguers would be considered major leaguers from that point forward. On Wednesday, the players from Negro Leagues in operation from 1920 to 1948 will be fully incorporated into MLB's statistical record.
Just one example: When looking up the highest career batting averages in MLB's record book, the leader will be Josh Gibson, whose average of .372 in Negro Leagues play is higher than the .367 Ty Cobb posted to lead all MLB players.
Gibson, the Homestead Grays star with legendary power whose career was cut short when he suffered a stroke and died at 35 in 1947, will be at the top of several lists. His .718 slugging percentage is higher than the .690 that kept Babe Ruth as the leader for nearly a century. And the .466 batting average he accumulated with the 1943 Grays is higher than Hugh Duffy's .440 in 1894 -- and 60 points higher than Ted Williams's legendary mark of .406 in 1941.
The top-10 lists for such hallowed statistics as batting average, slugging percentage and on-base percentage will change dramatically. The list of career batting average leaders will include Oscar Charleston (.363, third), Jud Wilson (.350, fifth), Turkey Stearnes (.348, sixth) and Buck Leonard (.345, eighth). Satchel Paige (1.01 with the 1944 Kansas City Monarchs) will now have the third-lowest single-season ERA of all time. And the top of the leader board for on-base percentage will read "Williams, Ruth, Gibson."
Players who competed in both leagues will find themselves getting a statistical boost, too. Jackie Robinson, who piled up 1,518 hits with the Brooklyn Dodgers after breaking MLB's color barrier in 1947, will get credit for the 49 hits he had with the Monarchs in 1945. Minnie Minoso's 150 hits from his New York Cubans days will push him over 2,000 for his career.
The move comes a few weeks before MLB celebrates the history of the Negro Leagues by staging a game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20 at Rickwood Field in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood, home of the Birmingham Black Barons from 1924 to 1960, hosted the last Negro World Series game in 1948 and is the stadium where Giants icon Willie Mays began his professional career as a teenager that same year.
Incorporating Negro Leagues statistics into the MLB record book is an acknowledgment that, had Black players been allowed to compete with their White counterparts in MLB's early decades, its leader boards would look very different. Still, because this is baseball, in which numbers foster spirited debate, the fix is likely to reinvigorate decades-old arguments about the greatest players of all time.
For years, those arguments did not make clear that numbers registered in the Negro Leagues were accumulated against some of the best players in the world, just as those achieved in the major leagues. Now, players who could not compare themselves to one another on the field can at least have their resumes in the same record book, that treasured yet flawed chronicle of baseball's statistical lore.
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Luka Doncic, Mavericks let West finals sweep slip through their grasp
The Mavericks couldn't muster any late-game magic this time, and the Timberwolves extended the Western Conference finals with a victory in Game 4.
By Ben Golliver | 2024-05-29

Luka Doncic and the Dallas Mavericks saw their late-game luck run out in Game 4 of the Western Conference finals Tuesday. The Minnesota Timberwolves won, 105-100, to avoid a sweep. (Julio Cortez/AP)


DALLAS -- Luka Doncic splayed his arms and legs, hurled the ball toward the hoop from nearly 30 feet out and watched as his latest attempt at a last-minute miracle fell through the net as a whistle sounded. His three-pointer had trimmed the Minnesota Timberwolves' six-point lead in half with just 13.2 seconds left, and the Dallas Mavericks guard was headed to the free throw line with a chance to make things even more interesting.
A miracle wasn't in the offing: Doncic missed the free throw, and the Mavericks missed their shot at a Western Conference finals sweep.
With the Eastern Conference champion Boston Celtics waiting to see which opponent they will draw in the NBA Finals, which open June 6, the Timberwolves staved off elimination with a 105-100 Game 4 victory at American Airlines Center on Tuesday. The West finals, which had been defined by Dallas's crunchtime dominance in the first three games, will return to Minnesota for Thursday's Game 5.
Though Doncic posted a typically gaudy line of 28 points, 15 rebounds and 10 assists, his piercing stare and curt responses in defeat made it clear the Mavericks had squandered a good opportunity to dispense with the Timberwolves.
"That game was on me," said Doncic, who hit key late baskets to seal wins in the first two games of the series. "I didn't give enough energy. [The Timberwolves] won one game. We've got to focus on the next one."
The Slovenian star's blown free throw capped a frustrating night for the Mavericks, who finished with their lowest point total of the series and failed to keep Anthony Edwards and Karl-Anthony Towns in check. Instead of controlling both ends of the late-game action as had become their habit, the Mavericks suffered from unusually imprecise offensive execution and were burned by a dagger jumper from Edwards and three clutch three-pointers by Towns.
Doncic shot 7 for 21 from the field -- his worst outing in more than two weeks -- and his backcourt partner was even less effective. Mavericks guard Kyrie Irving, who closed brilliantly in Game 3, managed just 16 points on 6-for-18 shooting and committed a crucial turnover under heavy defensive pressure in the final minute.
"I started off the game with a few turnovers," said Irving, who fell to 14-1 in potential closeout games during his postseason career. "If I'm setting an example like that, other guys are going to follow suit, unfortunately, at times. That leads to that lackadaisical play. ... A few times I got in the lane, I was indecisive. I turned the ball over late. A lot of this is on me being able to start the game well and finish the game well."

Mavericks guard Kyrie Irving scored just 16 points on 6-for-18 shooting and committed four turnovers in a Game 4 loss to the Timberwolves. (Tim Heitman/Getty Images)


When Dallas reviews the game tape, it will lament its inability to make Minnesota pay for its extreme foul trouble. With a little under three minutes remaining in the first half, Edwards, Towns and Rudy Gobert were on the bench with three fouls apiece. But the fill-in Timberwolves held firm, playing the final stretch of the second quarter to a draw. Dallas had erased an early 12-point deficit, but it was unable to seize control with all three Minnesota stars sidelined.
Even so, the calls kept coming: Towns was whistled for his fifth foul with nearly five minutes remaining in the third quarter, which led to an irate Timberwolves coach Chris Finch getting a technical foul for disputing the decision. Gobert, meanwhile, picked up his fifth foul with more than eight minutes remaining in the fourth quarter, but he avoided fouling out and made several key defensive stops down the stretch.
The Mavericks repeatedly let the Timberwolves off the hook by over-relying on their three-point attack, a development surely influenced by the absence of Dereck Lively II, who was sidelined with a neck sprain suffered in Game 3.
The rookie center had done great work as a rim-protecting defender, energetic rebounder and reliable finisher before his injury, and Dallas badly missed him in all three phases. Edwards, who scored a game-high 29 points, enjoyed more opportunities attacking the paint and had his best all-around game of the series. Minnesota also won the rebounding battle, and Dallas couldn't find enough complementary scorers when starting center Daniel Gafford was off the court.
Mavericks forward Maxi Kleber returned to the lineup after missing nine games with a separated right shoulder, but he was mostly a non-factor in his first action since May 3. Backup center Dwight Powell lasted just three minutes, looking overmatched just as he had in a brief Game 3 stint.
"It's hard to close in this league," Mavericks Coach Jason Kidd said. "We didn't play our best. We fouled too much. We've got to keep them off the line. We've got to guard the three better. We didn't shoot the ball well. There's a lot of things we can do better."
The off night from the Mavericks' guards and their jumbled big man rotation set the table for Towns's long-awaited reemergence. The all-star forward shot 3 for 22 (13.6 percent) on three-pointers in the first three games of the West finals, but he exploded for 25 points -- his highest output since Game 2 of the second round -- and went 4 for 5 from deep.
"Everything came together for [Towns]," Edwards said. "He was super confident. He wasn't worried about any of the shots previous to the shots he hit tonight. He played exceptionally well. He came through big time. He was the reason we won tonight."
Three of Towns's three-pointers came in the final six minutes. With Minnesota trailing 90-89, Edwards found Towns for a go-ahead three in the left corner. Moments later, the pair connected again for another triple from the same spot to give Minnesota a five-point lead with a little more than five minutes remaining.
Edwards then fed the hot hand one more time, finding Towns for his last three-pointer with just under three minutes left. Though Towns subsequently fouled out and Edwards sent Doncic to the line for his missed opportunity to convert the four-point play, Dallas couldn't overcome Towns's blitz.
"Ain't no time to have any doubts in your mind," Towns said. "I'm going to go out there and be aggressive and shoot my shot like I've been doing all series. We get another chance to get another one [in Game 5]. Pretty simple."
Edwards was already thinking another step ahead. After the Timberwolves lost to the Denver Nuggets in Game 5 of the second round, the 22-year-old guard pledged to a Ball Arena ballboy that Minnesota would win Game 6 at home and return to Denver for Game 7. Edwards proceeded to make his second major guarantee of the playoffs when he spotted Dallas Cowboys linebacker Micah Parsons following Tuesday's win.
"Micah Parsons was rocking [my Adidas signature sneakers]," Edwards said. "He wears size 14. I'll bring him back some nice shoes for Game 6. That's what I told him."

Timberwolves forward Karl-Anthony Towns snapped out of a shooting slump with 25 points in a Game 4 win over the Mavericks. (Tim Heitman/Getty Images)
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Bronny James will remain in the NBA draft. Could he team up with LeBron?
Bronny James's decision will inevitably lead to intrigue about whether he could team up with his father next season.
By Cindy  Boren | 2024-05-29

Bronny James will remain in next month's NBA draft rather than return to college. (Nam Y. Huh/AP)


Bronny James, the University of Southern California guard and elder son of LeBron James, will remain in next month's NBA draft rather than withdraw before Wednesday night's deadline to retain his college eligibility, a decision that has ramifications for his family and for the league.
The 19-year-old James initially declared for the draft and entered the NCAA transfer portal in early April, keeping his options open during the pre-draft process. LeBron James announced his son's decision Wednesday on Instagram: "BRONNY STAYING IN DRAFT."
Here's what to know about Bronny James, whose decision raises the possibility he will join his father in the NBA next season.
With a name like LeBron Raymone James Jr., Bronny was always going to face high expectations. His basketball talents have been showcased in viral videos since he was in elementary school. "He's already got some offers from colleges," LeBron James confirmed, without naming names, in 2015. "It's pretty crazy. It should be a violation. You shouldn't be recruiting 10-year-old kids."
But LeBron James has long discussed the prospect of joining the NHL's Howes and MLB's Griffeys as part of a father-son duo.
"I need to be on the floor with my boy. I got to be on the floor with Bronny," James, now 39, told ESPN in January. "Either in the same uniform or a matchup against him. ... But I would love to do the whole Ken Griffey Sr. and Jr. thing. That would be ideal, for sure. ... He says he wants to play in the NBA so, if he wants do to it, he's got to put in the work. I'm here already, so I'm just waiting on him."
But while Bronny was a prodigy, he wasn't a once-in-a-generation prospect like his father. Unlike LeBron, he headed to college, arriving at USC last summer after performing well in the McDonald's all-American Game and Nike Hoop Summit. However, he experienced cardiac arrest during a practice in July. The following month, the James family announced he had "an anatomically and functionally significant congenital heart defect which can and will be treated."
Bronny was eventually cleared to return to the court and made his college debut in mid-December. He averaged 4.8 points, 2.8 rebounds and 2.1 assists in 19.4 minutes for the 15-18 Trojans, who finished near the bottom of the Pac-12. Just before this month's draft combine, he was medically cleared for the draft, sources told ESPN, by the NBA's Fitness to Play Panel. His decision to go pro means the beginning of workouts with prospective teams ahead of the June 26-27 draft.
Bronny's star has been rising recently, with his draft prospects improved by a strong performance during pre-draft workouts. Although rated 54th among ESPN's top 100, he impressed scouts at the draft combine. He ranked second among 71 prospects in two three-point shooting drills and had 13 points in a team scrimmage. He continued to perform impressively during a pro day at the Los Angeles Lakers' practice facility last week, showing explosiveness and accurate perimeter shooting.
As preordained as the Jameses joining forces may seem, it is far from a lock. Bronny still must be drafted or sign with any team as a free agent if he is not selected. Conveniently, his father signed a contract extension with the Lakers in 2022 that allows him to opt out to become a free agent this summer. LeBron has until June 29, two days after the end of the draft, to opt into or out of another year with the Lakers.
LeBron's ability to control his future and Bronny's decision to enter the draft despite an uninspiring freshman season at USC have fueled speculation that the two might land on the same team. But LeBron sought to tamp down the buzz as his often-expressed hope grew closer to reality.
"I haven't given it much thought lately. Obviously, I thought about it in the past," he told reporters when the Lakers' season ended in the first round of the playoffs last month. "At the end of the day, the kid has to do what he wants to do, and I don't even want to say 'kid' anymore. The young man will decide what he wants to do and how he wants his career to go. I just think the fact that we're even having the conversation is pretty cool."
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OpenAI finds Russian and Chinese groups used its tech for propaganda campaigns
Covert propagandists have already begun using generative artificial intelligence to boost their influence operations.
By Gerrit De Vynck | 2024-05-30

OpenAI CEO Sam Altman speaks at a Microsoft conference in Seattle on May 21, 2024. (Jason Redmond/AFP/Getty Images)


SAN FRANCISCO -- ChatGPT maker OpenAI said Thursday that it caught groups from Russia, China, Iran and Israel using its technology to try to influence political discourse around the world, highlighting concerns that generative artificial intelligence is making it easier for state actors to run covert propaganda campaigns as the 2024 presidential election nears.
OpenAI removed accounts associated with well-known propaganda operations in Russia, China and Iran; an Israeli political campaign firm; and a previously unknown group originating in Russia that the company's researchers dubbed "Bad Grammar." The groups used OpenAI's tech to write posts, translate them into various languages and build software that helped them automatically post to social media.
None of these groups managed to get much traction; the social media accounts associated with them reached few users and had just a handful of followers, said Ben Nimmo, principal investigator on OpenAI's intelligence and investigations team. Still, OpenAI's report shows that propagandists who've been active for years on social media are using AI tech to boost their campaigns.
"We've seen them generating text at a higher volume and with fewer errors than these operations have traditionally managed," Nimmo, who previously worked at Meta tracking influence operations, said in a briefing with reporters. Nimmo said it's possible that other groups may still be using OpenAI's tools without the company's knowledge.
"This is not the time for complacency. History shows that influence operations that spent years failing to get anywhere can suddenly break out if nobody's looking for them," he said.
Governments, political parties and activist groups have used social media to try to influence politics for years. After concerns about Russian influence in the 2016 presidential election, social media platforms began paying closer attention to how their sites were being used to sway voters. The companies generally prohibit governments and political groups from covering up concerted efforts to influence users, and political ads must disclose who paid for them.
As AI tools that can generate realistic text, images and even video become generally available, disinformation researchers have raised concerns that it will become even harder to spot and respond to false information or covert influence operations online. Hundreds of millions of people vote in elections around the world this year, and generative AI deepfakes have already proliferated.
OpenAI, Google and other AI companies have been working on tech to identify deepfakes made with their own tools, but such tech is still unproven. Some AI experts think deepfake detectors will never be completely effective.
Earlier this year, a group affiliated with the Chinese Communist Party posted AI-generated audio of a candidate in the Taiwanese elections purportedly endorsing another. However, the politician, Foxconn owner Terry Gou, didn't endorse the other politician.
In January, voters in the New Hampshire primaries received a robocall that purported to be from President Biden but was quickly found to be AI. Last week, a Democratic operative who said he commissioned the robocall was indicted on a charge of voter suppression and impersonating a candidate.
OpenAI's report detailed how the five groups used the company's tech in their attempted influence operations. Spamouflage, a previously known group originating in China, used OpenAI's tech to research activity on social media and write posts in Chinese, Korean, Japanese and English, the company said. An Iranian group known as the International Union of Virtual Media also used OpenAI's tech to create articles that it published on its site.
Bad Grammar, the previously unknown group, used OpenAI tech to help make a program that could automatically post on the messaging app Telegram. Bad Grammar then used OpenAI tech to generate posts and comments in Russian and English arguing that the United States should not support Ukraine, according to the report.
The report also found that an Israeli political campaign firm called Stoic used OpenAI to generate pro-Israel posts about the Gaza war and target them at people in Canada, the United States and Israel, OpenAI said. On Wednesday, Facebook owner Meta also publicized Stoic's work, saying it removed 510 Facebook and 32 Instagram accounts used by the group. Some of the accounts were hacked, while others were of fictional people, the company told reporters.
The accounts in question often commented on pages of well-known individuals or media organizations, posing as pro-Israel American college students, African Americans and others. The comments supported the Israeli military and warned Canadians that "radical Islam" threatened liberal values there, Meta said.
AI came into play in the wording of some comments, which struck real Facebook users as odd and out of context. The operation fared poorly, the company said, attracting only about 2,600 legitimate followers.
Meta acted after the Atlantic Council's Digital Forensic Research Lab discovered the network on X.
Over the past year, disinformation researchers have suggested AI chatbots could be used to have long, detailed conversations with specific people online, trying to sway them in a certain direction. AI tools could also potentially ingest large amounts of data on individuals and tailor messages directly to them.
OpenAI found neither of those more sophisticated uses of AI, Nimmo said. "It is very much an evolution rather than revolution," he said. "None of that is to say that we might not see that in the future."
Joseph Menn contributed to this report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2024/05/30/openai-disinfo-influence-operations-china-russia/



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Judge stunned as man with suspended license joins Zoom hearing while driving
"Mr. Harris, are you driving?" the judge asked Corey Harris, who said he was on his way to the doctor's office during a hearing on his suspended license.
By Jennifer Hassan | 2024-05-30

Defendant Corey Harris joined a virtual suspended license hearing in Ann Arbor, Mich., while driving on May 15.


Four years from the onset of the coronavirus pandemic, Zoom mishaps are still playing out in courtrooms: This time, a defendant virtually attended a hearing about his suspended license -- from behind the wheel of a car.
The video begins with Judge Cedric Simpson waiting for Corey Harris, the defendant, to join the hearing in Ann Arbor, Mich. Moments later, Harris joins the call. "Hello," he says, while apparently steering, wearing sunglasses and a seat belt.
"Mr. Harris, are you driving?" Simpson asked. "I'm pulling into my doctor's office, actually," Harris said. "So just give me one second, I'm parking right now."
Harris did not say why he was visiting the doctor. The Washington Post was unable to contact Harris's legal representative.
The hearing, which took place in Washtenaw County's 14A District Court on May 15, is the latest of many bizarre scenes that have unfolded in courtrooms since the onset of the pandemic, from a doctor joining a hearing from an operating room to an attorney accidentally showing up with a cat filter. Washtenaw County announced last year that it was discontinuing live-streaming dockets and that the use of Zoom would remain at the judge's discretion.
The perplexed judge tilts his head and waits several seconds for the defendant to park. Placing his head in his hand, he asks Harris: "Are you stationary?"
"I'm pulling in right now at this second," Harris says.
After Harris appeared to park his vehicle, the judge tried to make sense of the situation.
"He was just driving and he doesn't have a license," Simpson said. After a lingering silence, Harris can be seen opening and closing his mouth at least twice before saying, "Um."
"I'm looking at his records. He doesn't have a license," Simpson said. "He's suspended, and he's just driving."
"That is correct, your honor," Harris's attorney, Washtenaw County Assistant Public Defender Natalie Pate, says from the courtroom.
"I don't even know why he would do that," Simpson said, before revoking Harris's bond and ordering him to turn himself into the Washtenaw County jail by 6 p.m. that day.
"Oh, my God," Harris sighs, throwing his head back in the driver's seat.
Footage of the hearing soon spread on social media, where users declared the Zoom hearing the "funniest" video they had seen in a while, as others expressed sympathy for the public defender who had tried during the hearing to have the case adjourned. Fox 2 reported that Harris's attorney said she "strives to live in a world where people are not jailed for nonviolent offenses," without commenting further.
This is not the first time a Zoom court hearing has gone viral.
In March 2021, a virtual domestic violence case made headlines when the defendant appeared on a Zoom hearing from inside the apartment of his alleged victim, prompting officials to postpone the hearing as the prosecutor voiced concerns for the victim's safety, and highlighting the dangers that faced domestic violence victims when they had to stay at home during the pandemic.
In February 2021, a California doctor attended his Zoom court hearing to contest a traffic violation while performing surgery on a patient. "I'm in an operating room right now," he said while wearing scrubs, gloves, a mask and surgical cap. The judge immediately halted the trial, citing the welfare of the patient.
But there have also been lighter moments.
That same month, CBS 13 reported that during a virtual hearing in Sacramento, a defendant logged on while getting his hair cut at a barber shop. "You know what, you're going to have to come back on a different day when I have your full attention," the judge said.
That month, a Texas attorney also accidentally signed into a hearing using a Zoom filter that made him take on the appearance of a kitten. "I'm not a cat," he told the courtroom as the feline mouthed what he was saying.
The lawyer, Rod Ponton, later told The Post he was happy to give people an opportunity "to laugh at my cat moment at my expense. ... We've had a stressful year."
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Tesla settles another defect case, avoiding jury for second time this year
Tesla has settled another case alleging a defect in its technology and design before heading to a jury trial, the second time in two months. 
By Trisha Thadani | 2024-05-30

Indianapolis Police Sgt. Doug Heustis looks over the remains of a Tesla vehicle that was involved in a November 2016 collision in which the driver and the passenger died. (Matt Kryger/Indianapolis Star/AP) 


SAN FRANCISCO -- Tesla settled another case linking a passenger's death with an alleged vehicle design defect, records show, the second time in less than two months that the automaker has avoided a jury trial just days before it was set to begin.
The lawsuit, filed in 2019 and settled for an undisclosed amount Friday, alleged that a Tesla vehicle suddenly accelerated in downtown Indianapolis in 2016, then burst into flames after it collided into a tree and adjacent parking structure. In the lawsuit, the plaintiffs argued that the 2015 Model S involved in the collision was defective because of "the propensity of the vehicle to catch fire" and "the defective design of the door latch system."
The suit claims that a combination of alleged defects prevented the passenger, Kevin McCarthy, from exiting the vehicle before succumbing to severe thermal injuries. The driver, who was intoxicated, according to court documents, also died as a result of the crash. In response to the complaint, Tesla denied there were any issues with the vehicle, and said "misuse or improper maintenance caused or contributed" to the fatal crash, according to Tesla's response to the complaint.
The latest settlement comes after Tesla struck a confidential agreement in April over a high-profile suit in Northern California that claimed the company's Autopilot technology played a role in the fatal crash of an Apple engineer. While both cases allege different defects with Tesla's design, the latest settlement doesn't involve the automaker's self-driving technology. The back-to-back accords suggest the automaker is open to settling such cases despite CEO Elon Musk's 2022 vow on Twitter to never settle "an unjust case against us even if we will probably lose."
A lawyer for the McCarthy family declined to comment; representatives for Tesla did not respond to an email requesting comment on the settlement.
In one case that did make it to trial this year, a jury was asked to determine whether the company was liable for a 2018 incident in which a toddler climbed into the driver's seat of a Tesla and seemed to activate the parked vehicle. The car then accelerated toward the child's pregnant mother, shattering her pelvis and leg. After several days of trial, the judge granted Tesla's motion for a "nonsuit," in which a court rules that a plaintiff has failed to make a legal case or bring sufficient evidence.
Still, Tesla is facing a string of lawsuits around the country that blame various defects for fatal or otherwise serious collisions. At least eight of the pending lawsuits headed to trial in the coming year involve fatal or otherwise serious crashes that plaintiffs claim occurred while the driver was relying on Autopilot. These cases also come as the company faces heightened scrutiny from federal regulators at the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, which is investigating whether Tesla's Autopilot technology misleads drivers into thinking the "automation has greater capabilities than it does."
The plaintiffs in the 2016 Indianapolis crash claimed that the 27-year-old driver, Casey Speckman, lost control of the 2015 Model S when the vehicle suddenly accelerated as she attempted to avoid an oncoming vehicle headed the wrong way on the one-way street. The vehicle, which was owned by her boss and passenger, Kevin McCarthy, then plowed into a tree and came to a stop against an adjacent parking structure and then burst into flames.
Tesla's cars have been the subject of numerous complaints of fires allegedly linked to its batteries. Electric car batteries can release massive amount of energy, causing a fire that can burn for hours longer -- and more intensely -- than a fire in a car with an internal-combustion engine, experts say.
According to the lawsuit filed by McCarthy's family, witnesses observed him attempting to escape the vehicle. But "due to defects in the vehicle" he was unable to do so, the complaint said. The suit said McCarthy was unable to "quickly and safely" exit the vehicle because of the post-crash fire and the "the defective design" of the door latch system.
In its response to the complaint, Tesla said its vehicle is "state-of-the-art" and "complied with all applicable government standards and requirements."
Separately, the Speckman family filed a similar suit against Tesla in 2019. Tesla attempted to get the suit dismissed, but a judge denied that request in 2023. About two months later, records show, Speckman's family reached a settlement agreement with Tesla.
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Voice notes are everywhere. Here's how to send one.
Instructions for sending voice notes through text messages, WhatsApp, Meta's Messenger and more.
By Tatum Hunter | 2024-05-30

(Illustration by Elena Lacey/The Washington Post)


That guy monologuing into his smartphone? There's no one on the other side. He's recording a voice note -- an audio recording that sends like a text and, in many cases, replaces a phone call.
Fans say the notes let them communicate better and more often with their loved ones, especially when they're feeling burned out on screens. Not everyone enjoys this method, though. Some say voice notes feel inconvenient or self-indulgent. Some struggle to record or open the messages, while others find it easier than typing on a small smartphone screen.
Here's how to get started with voice notes.
Voice note features can be tricky to use. Here's what to look for.

In Apple's Messages, tap the plus sign then the audio wave to activate voice notes. 


In messaging apps
Most major messaging apps allow voice notes. Open Apple's Messages, Google Messages, Meta's WhatsApp or Messenger, or Signal. Look for a tiny microphone or audio wave icon next to the field where you type. On iOS Messages you may need to tap the + and select "Audio" the first time. Press and hold that down to record. Some apps will send the recording automatically when you let go (so no redos), while others require you to tap send.
The microphone doesn't always mean voice recording. Sometimes it will trigger a dictation option that automatically transcribes what you say into a message.
If you're communicating with someone who uses a different messaging app, you can record with your phone's voice memo function and send it to them. On an iPhone, for example, open the Voice Memos app and tap the red button to record. Then tap the three dots to open a menu, choose "share," and select which messaging app you'd like to use.
In social media direct messages
You can also send voice notes when you're chatting on social media. Maybe you want to make sure the tone of your DM is clear, or you want to tell your X-only friend a story without typing it out. On Instagram, for instance, there's a microphone icon next to the spot where you type a DM.
In social media feeds
On certain platforms you can share a voice note with your audience. From networking app LinkedIn to dating app Hinge, you get the option to speak into your phone microphone and post directly to your profile to give followers a taste of your personality. For example, on the X mobile app, tap the plus sign to compose a new tweet. Then bypass the microphone icon and choose the icon at the bottom that looks like a tiny audio wave. Now, hold down the microphone button to record.
Apple's texting app lets you hold the phone up to your ear to automatically play the recording. It also deletes the notes after you listen. Both Apple and Android provide an automated transcription, in case you'd rather read.
You can play a voice note at a faster speed if you're short on time, or slow it down to get a better listen. In Apple's Messages, hold down on the play button to change the playback speed.
If you're in public, opt for headphones or wait until you're in a private place to listen. The people around you either aren't interested or are too interested, and the sender might have shared something that's for your ears only.
Some apps let you save a voice note. On a Samsung phone with Google Messages, for instance, you can long tap the voice message and a download icon will pop up at the top right corner. It saves the note in a folder called "Messages" inside the device's music folder. Make sure to get permission before you save, but this can be a lovely way to capture a treasured message from parents, grandparents, partners or friends.

Dealing with logistics or asking questions over voice note can create confusion. Best to use a regular text message or call to avoid errors or misunderstandings. 


Here's some basic etiquette around these tiny audio messages.
Know when to use a voice note
If your recipient can send and receive calls and texts just as easily as voice notes, consider which format makes the most sense. Voice notes are great for telling short stories or checking in with a loved one. For strangers, a call or text is usually better. Use texts for quick questions or logistics (for example, never voice note an address) and calls if you need to relay a longer message. And if you're angry or need to say something serious, maybe consign your thoughts to an internal monologue until you can process.
When appropriate, voice notes allow more emotional texture than a text message, so make the most of it. Laugh, cry, and sing -- those are the best parts of communicating out loud.
Be mindful of people's preferences
Voice notes are divisive: Lots of people don't like receiving them. Ask your friends and partners where they stand, and respect how they like to communicate. However, if voice notes are much easier for you to use than written messages, let people know that so they can accommodate.
Get the best audio quality
When recording a voice note, hold the phone up to your face like you're making a call. If you're in a windy or noisy environment, try using a pair of headphones with a microphone (like the older wired ear buds) or finding a sheltered place to record.
If you're chewing, coughing or losing your train of thought, it's probably best to rerecord.
Time is of the essence
Few of us have time to stop and listen to a 10-minute voice note. Or maybe we're in public without a pair of headphones handy.
If you're unpacking childhood trauma with your bestie, talk away. But if you're sharing information or making plans, keep voice notes on the shorter side. Make sure the recipient is reciprocating -- if you're the only one sending long voice notes, it might be time for some self-editing.
No immediate response required
People who use voice notes frequently say they appreciate that the conversation can play out at a relaxed pace. That means you might not get a response right away, and you don't have to reply immediately yourself. Resist the urge to ask people if they've listened yet. And if your message is urgent, opt for a phone call.
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OpenAI's news deals continue, with Vox and the Atlantic signing on
The artificial-intelligence company is paying dozens of news organizations for access to their fresh content, sparking a debate in the publishing world.
By Gerrit De Vynck | 2024-05-29

Vox Media and the Atlantic reached deals with OpenAI to allow the artificial-intelligence company to train its AI models on the news publishers' content. (Richard Vogel/AP)


OpenAI announced deals with Vox Media and the Atlantic on Wednesday, adding to the growing number of news organizations taking money from the artificial-intelligence company in exchange for sharing their content.
The deals come a week after OpenAI announced a similar tie-up with News Corp., which is controlled by the Murdoch family and owns the Wall Street Journal and the New York Post. Over the past several months, the AI company has signed deals with publishing companies that together represent more than 70 newspapers, news websites and magazines.
As more people use OpenAI's ChatGPT and other chatbots to find information, AI companies are trying to find ways to get the most up-to-date, helpful and accurate information into their products. AI models still often make up false information, so relying on news content from third parties is a way to increase the trustworthiness of AI answers.
News organizations, for their part, are nervous that more people will use AI to get their news, taking away traffic and subscribers from their websites, and further damaging their businesses that have already been rocked by the rise of social media.
"We believe that people searching with AI models will be one of the fundamental ways that people navigate the web in the future," Nicholas Thompson, CEO of the Atlantic, said in an announcement on the magazine's website.
But not everyone in the publishing business agrees. The deals represent a major split developing inside the journalism and publishing worlds, with some organizations suing OpenAI for using their content to train AI algorithms without payment, and others selling fresh news content to the AI company for a piece of the growing AI revenue pie.
Some news organizations, including the New York Times and several newspapers owned by investment fund Alden Global Capital, have sued OpenAI for using their copyrighted work to train their AI algorithms, joining a group of authors, artists and musicians fighting against what they see as a massive wave of theft by the tech companies.
OpenAI and other tech companies such as Google and Meta trained the AI models powering their chatbots by scraping much of the web without payment or permission. Tech companies all argue that training on scraped data is legal under fair use -- a concept in copyright law that allows material to be reused if it is substantially changed.
But OpenAI also needs access to fresh content from behind news site paywalls to pitch its chatbots as the most up-to-date and helpful -- and these content deals help the company accomplish that. Soon, when users ask ChatGPT for news updates, they will see headlines, sections of articles and links from the news sites that have partnered with the company.
Less than a week before the deal, the Atlantic published an opinion piece by Jessica Lessin, a longtime tech journalist and the founder of tech news site the Information, in which Lessin argued that news organizations were naive in signing deals with OpenAI.
"For as long as I have reported on internet companies, I have watched news leaders try to bend their businesses to the will of Apple, Google, Meta," Lessin wrote. "It never, ever works as planned."
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An image calling for 'All Eyes on Rafah' is going viral. But it seems AI-generated.
What does "All Eyes on Rafah" mean? The phrase is seen on a likely AI-generated image depicting a tent camp in Rafah, Gaza, and went viral after an Israeli strike.
By Jennifer Hassan, Sarah Dadouch | 2024-05-29

People gather in Paris on Monday to show support for Palestinians after a deadly Israeli strike on a displacement camp in Rafah in southern Gaza. (Geoffroy Van Der Hasselt/AFP/Getty Images)


"All Eyes on Rafah," reads the image. The words are spelled out in rows of white tents, a backdrop of mountains in the distance.
More than 40 million Instagram users have shared this graphic to their stories using a user-generated template in recent days, according to Instagram. The viral graphic appeared after a deadly Israeli strike Sunday on a tent encampment for displaced people in Rafah in southern Gaza, which killed 45 people and elicited worldwide outrage.
Unlike other graphic imagery about the war that has gone viral, this image is likely to have been generated by artificial intelligence. Some on social media have criticized the image as replacing distressing footage of what's actually happening in Gaza -- from photographers and people on the ground -- with a fake image generated by technology.
Here's what we know about the image, and where the phrase comes from.

An image, likely to have been created using generative artificial intelligence tools, shows tents spelling out the words "All Eyes on Rafah" and has been shared more than 40 million times on Instagram. The social media platform credits a user named "shahv4012" as the first person to use the image in an Instagram story template. The user did not immediately respond to requests for comment from The Washington Post. (AI-generated image obtained by The Washington Post)


Felix M. Simon, a communication researcher at the Oxford Internet Institute, said he was "confident" that the viral image "was generated with the help of AI," noting that the image "bears various visual hallmarks that are typical for AI systems -- especially a certain blurriness."
In reality, there are no cleanly cut rows of tents or a sloping snow-topped mountain near Rafah's encampments. Tents sit among fields and buildings, and the area is dotted with palm trees and the occasional sandy hill. Footage from the deadly Sunday night strike showed a very different Rafah from that depicted in the viral image: red flames tearing through fabric, bodies charred beyond recognition, a man carrying a headless child.
Simon noted that if the image were real, other images depicting the same scene would be available, given the size of the depicted camp and the international focus on it.
Instagram credits a user named "shahv4012" as the first person to use the image in an Instagram story template. The user did not immediately respond to requests for comment from The Washington Post.
Rafah, now a focal point in the war between Israel and Hamas, had become a last refuge for about 1 million Palestinians fleeing the fighting elsewhere. Israel ramped up ground and aerial operations in the area in early May, leaving those displaced there with nowhere to go, activists say. As countries and human rights organizations urge for a halt in fighting and strikes on Rafah, the Israel Defense Forces has this week expanded operations, pushing deeper into the area it says is central to Hamas operations -- despite an order by the International Court of Justice for Israel to halt military operations there.

Palestinians inspect on Monday the damage from the Israeli strike on the camp in Rafah. (Haitham Imad/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Many on social media criticized the image as being an overly rosy depiction of a displacement area compared with the actual graphic footage coming from the scene -- and that sharing it to raise awareness was "performative."
Matt Navarra, a social media consultant, said Wednesday that the post's uncontroversial nature may be what is driving the image's massive reach.
"It doesn't depict real-world violence. Although it feels sanitized, that is what has enabled it to have the level of viral reach that is has received so far," said Navarra, adding that Instagram has not yet labeled the image to let users know it was produced using AI.
"People like to feel that they can help influence those that have power and authority to bring about change," Navarra said. "Being part of a movement, even at the lowest level of engagement, people feel they have contributed in some small way towards a bigger cause."
He added people may also share the image because it drives awareness on the issue, and media headlines, which can bring about change.
Sima Ajlyakin, a Cairo-based photographer, shared the photo on her Instagram account before deleting it, after questioning what posting the image would achieve. It is the real, gutting photographs that enable those outside Gaza to witness what is happening inside, she said.
"At the end of the day, the photojournalists and the photographers that are on the ground, covering this, covering the atrocities that are happening for the whole world to see, especially on social media, these at the end of the day are the ones that raise so many alarms," she said. "They're the ones that raise all this worldwide anger. ... What does AI prove?"
She gave the example of another image that was widely shared from Sunday's attack: a video of a headless child, carried from under the armpits by a man standing outside a burning tent. This single image, Ajlyakin said, was especially powerful, even if it was not as widely shared on social media.

A pro-Palestinian protester rallies outside the White House on Tuesday to condemn the Israeli strike in Rafah. (Michael Reynolds/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Earlier this year, Meta, which owns Instagram and Facebook, announced it would begin work to detect and label AI-generated images posted to its platforms. In April, the company said it would work to provide "transparency" and that it planned to start labeling AI-generated content in May. Instagram did not immediately return an early Wednesday request for comment for this story.
Simon noted that while generative AI tools "certainly make it easier" for people online to create custom-made images for specific topics or causes, traditional tools like Photoshop have also been and are widely used to do the same.
Richard Peeperkorn, the World Health Organization's representative in the West Bank and Gaza, said in February that "all eyes are on Rafah," referring to the Israeli plan to launch a military incursion into the city. An Israeli military offensive there would be an "unfathomable catastrophe, further expanding the humanitarian disaster beyond all imagination," he said.
It has since become a rallying cry for many organizations trying to amplify awareness of the living conditions in southern Gaza: Save the Children and Oxfam have both used the slogan, and Jewish Voice for Peace posted the message on X hours after the Sunday strike.
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Dogs are doing the viral 'paws in' challenge. Here's why. 
Dog behaviorists say there are several reasons why some pups are all in, and others have no interest.
By Sydney Page | 2024-05-30

Dogs are doing the viral 'paws in' challenge. Dog behaviorists say there are several reasons why some pups are all in, and others have no interest.


If you have a dog -- or even if you don't -- you've probably seen the viral "paws-in" challenge by now: People sit in a circle with their pooch, and one by one, put a hand in the center, stacking them.
The dog watches carefully, then places a paw in there with the human hands. Humans erupt in glee. Dogs beam with pride.
Once dog owners see it, it's hard to resist trying to duplicate it. There are thousands of these videos -- sometimes referred to as "hands-in" or "all hands-on deck" -- on TikTok. One account posted a compilation of clips, which has been viewed more than 32 million times.
Jenny Keller did the challenge with her daughter Ally, 18, and their 5-year-old maltipoo Goldie, after Ally showed her the trend on TikTok. The short clip ends with mother and daughter cracking up laughing.
"It was funny that she totally did it the first time," said Keller, who lives in Seattle and posted the sweet moment on social media.
So why do dogs do it?

Jenny Keller's 5-year-old maltipoo, Goldie. (Kelly Clare Photography)


Experts say there are several reasons some pups are all in, and others have no interest.
"Dogs have the ability, much like children do early in life, to mimic or mirror what they're observing," said Philip Tedeschi, co-director of the Institute for Animal Sentience and Protection, and a professor at the University of Denver Graduate School of Social Work. "They're such close and observant participants in our lives."
It also has to do with them wanting attention and trying to please.
"Dogs use their paws not dissimilarly to the way people use their hands," he said.
Dogs that do it right away are likely used to giving their humans a paw, whereas those who aren't experienced paw-givers sometimes shy away from the challenge.
"Many dogs are trained early on to do things like shake hands, so I would suspect that a lot of dogs see it as a fairly familiar behavior," Tedeschi said.
Other experts agree that training is relevant to a dog's ability to do the challenge.
"I do think there's a training component that plays a role here," said Julia Espinosa, a postdoctoral fellow at Harvard University studying dog behavior and cognition. "Different responses might be a generalization from their training history."
Owners shouldn't be dismayed if their dog doesn't put in a paw.
Some dogs respond by using their muzzle, which Espinosa referred to as "their third hand," while others lick their owners' hands or look at them for affirmation on what to do. Plus, whether the palm is up or down, she said, could be a crucial factor for some dogs.
"It's not important that you put your paw in, it's important that you respond and engage in some way," she said. "Dogs are super interactive and very in tune with their people."
Pups view their humans as their pack.
"Dogs feel like they're at home and in their best place when they're connected to their family members," Tedeschi said. The hands-in challenge is "an opportunity to lean into their family."
Still, some dogs refuse to partake.
"Dogs are individuals, just like us," Tedeschi said. "A dog might do it one time and then get bored with it and not want to do it next time or have a sense of humor where he thinks he's going to interrupt the party."

Megan Robicheau's 6-year-old Dachshund, Roswell. (@roswell_weenie)


After Megan Robicheau saw a hands-in video on social media, "I just had to do it," she said.
It took her 6-year-old Dachshund, Roswell, several times to nail it, but ultimately, he succeeded.
"The first few tries he was just sniffing and licking our hand, and then he finally understood," said Robicheau, who lives in Boston. "He likes to be involved in all family activities."
Espinosa believes the same is true for most pooches.
"Dogs are really attentive and responsive to our behavior," she said. "Dogs are willing to engage with us and are really excited to participate in what we're doing. It just shows a nice dog-human interspecies bond that's going on."
Olivia Caputo tried the hands-in challenge with her boyfriend and 2-year-old Shih Tzu, Enzo. After putting his paw in, Enzo looked up lovingly at Caputo.

Olivia Caputo's 2-year-old Shih Tzu, Enzo. (@enzoistheshiht)


"His reaction was just so cute," said Caputo, who shared Enzo's hands-in challenge on TikTok, and the video has been viewed more than a million times. "Everybody loved it."
The hands-in challenge seems to have struck a chord with people around the world.
"What I think is more interesting in some ways than a dog's ability to do this is the human's reaction when the dog does it," Tedeschi said. "Everybody starts laughing or cheering or hugging."
"What you're seeing there is how important it is to people to be able to have these connections with their dogs," he continued. "That, to me, is the most heartwarming thing."
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Read the daily court transcripts from Trump's N.Y. hush money trial 
Access the daily court transcripts from former president Donald Trump's hush money trial in New York, including testimony from David Pecker and Stormy Daniels. 
By Aaron Schaffer | 2024-05-30

Justice Juan Merchan warns former president Donald Trump that further violations of a gag order could land him in jail during Trump's criminal trial in New York on May 6. (Jane Rosenberg/Reuters)


After jury selection in Donald Trump's historic records-falsification trial, the New York state court system began posting daily transcripts of the trial proceedings on its website.
The trial transcripts are produced quickly and may contain typos or small errors. The Washington Post is regularly downloading the images of each page, combining them into searchable PDFs and linking to them below. (In instances in which the court has later posted a PDF of a given day's proceedings, The Post is publishing those files.)
(To get daily recaps of the trial, sign up for The Trump Trials newsletter.)
May 28, 2024: Closing arguments
May 21, 2024: Defense rests
May 20, 2024: Prosecution rests
May 16, 2024: Michael Cohen testimony
May 14, 2024: Michael Cohen testimony
May 13, 2024: Michael Cohen testimony
May 10, 2024: Trump's former White House assistant's testimony
May 9, 2024: Stormy Daniels testimony
May 7, 2024: Stormy Daniels testimony
May 6, 2024: Judge again finds Trump in contempt; Trump Organization employees testify
May 3, 2024: Hope Hicks testimony (Editor's note: Earlier versions of this page included the wrong transcript for the May 3 trial date. The entry has been updated with the correct transcript.)
May 2, 2024: Stormy Daniels's lawyer's testimony
April 30, 2024: Trump found in contempt; Stormy Daniels's lawyer testifies
April 26, 2024: David Pecker and Rhona Graff testimony
April 25, 2024: David Pecker testimony
April 23, 2024: David Pecker testimony
April 22, 2024: Opening statements
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Trump jury ends 1st day of deliberations eyeing Trump talks with Cohen, Pecker
The judge told jurors that they are responsible for deciding whether Donald Trump is guilty of falsifying documents connected to a 2016 hush money payment.
By Devlin Barrett, Shayna Jacobs, Derek Hawkins, Isaac Arnsdorf | 2024-05-29

Former president Donald Trump, flanked by attorneys Todd Blanche and Emil Bove, at Manhattan court on Wednesday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


NEW YORK -- The jury in Donald Trump's hush money trial deliberated for several hours Wednesday in the first criminal case against a former U.S. president, weighing a momentous decision that could brand the presumptive GOP presidential nominee as a felon just five months before Election Day.
"You are the judges of the facts, and you are responsible for deciding whether the defendant is guilty or not guilty," New York Supreme Court Justice Juan Merchan said while giving the jurors their final legal instructions. The panel was dismissed in the late afternoon and will return to the task Thursday morning.
The judge emphasized that the verdict is solely theirs to make and that they should not take anything he has said or done from the bench as suggestive of whether Trump should be found guilty of 34 counts of falsifying business records related to a hush money payment to an adult-film actress ahead of the 2016 election.
The jurors began deliberating shortly before noon. Around 3 p.m., they sent out a note asking to rehear testimony that had been presented during the trial on four distinct topics, which suggested they were focused on Trump's alleged involvement and knowledge of the scheme.
Three of the jury requests were for certain pieces of testimony from David Pecker, a friend of Trump's and the former chief executive of the company that published the National Enquirer supermarket tabloid. Pecker testified about his efforts to buy potentially damaging stories about Trump to prevent those details from harming his candidacy during the 2016 election.
Specifically, the jury asked to hear testimony about a phone call between Trump and Pecker, as well as Pecker's testimony on discussions between Pecker's organization and Trump's camp about money paid for a Playboy model's story of an affair with Trump. The jury also wanted to rehear Pecker's testimony about a key August 2015 meeting at Trump Tower that prosecutors say was central to the conspiracy, and former Trump lawyer Michael Cohen's testimony about that same meeting.
When juries ask for readbacks of testimony, it has to be read to them in court, because transcripts are not provided to jurors. That rule reflects concern that if printed transcripts were provided during jury deliberations, the papers would take precedence over jurors' understanding and memories of the evidence that was presented during the trial.
While lawyers conferred on exactly which parts of the trial transcript to read back to them, the jurors sent another note, asking to have the judge's legal instructions read to them again -- meaning the panel could spend much of Thursday morning hearing readbacks.
On Tuesday, the jury heard lengthy closing arguments from the prosecution and defense. The legal instruction from Merchan, also known as the judge's charge, lasted more than an hour.
Speaking to reporters outside court, Trump -- who must stay inside the courthouse throughout the deliberations -- offered a much shorter legal analysis.
"Mother Teresa could not beat these charges, but we'll see," he said, referring to the late nun who cared for the sick and dying in India.

Trump speaks with attorney Blanche and staff outside of the courtroom on Wednesday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Trump is accused of orchestrating a scheme to pay hush money to Stormy Daniels in 2016 -- buying her silence about an alleged sexual interaction with him years earlier, and then reimbursing Cohen for having paid the money to Daniels.
The charges of falsifying business records are based on the allegation that Trump wrongly classified the payments to Cohen as a legal expense, rather than a campaign expense.
"Everything Mr. Trump and his cohorts did in this case was cloaked in lies," prosecutor Joshua Steinglass said at the end of his nearly five-hour summation Tuesday. "The name of the game was concealment, and all roads lead inescapably to the man who benefited most: the defendant, former president Donald Trump."
Steinglass said the alleged conspiracy "could very well be what got President Trump elected."
Defense attorney Todd Blanche told jurors that the prosecution's evidence was so weak that they should return "a very quick and easy not-guilty verdict."
While giving his instructions, Merchan reminded the panel that Trump cannot be acquitted just because Cohen pleaded guilty in federal court to a campaign finance violation related to the same payment. The judge also told jurors that it was improper for them to consider any potential consequence of convicting Trump.
"If the verdict is guilty, it will be my responsibility to impose the appropriate sentence," said the judge, who on Tuesday scolded Blanche for telling jurors that Trump could go to jail if convicted.
Merchan also addressed whether Trump may be found guilty regardless of whether he was personally responsible for making false entries in records. He could be convicted, the judge said, if it was proved that "he solicited, requested, commanded, importuned or intentionally aided [another] person to engage in that conduct."
As the judge walked the jurors through his instructions, Trump closed his eyes on and off.
Merchan explained key terms for the panel such as reasonable doubt, redactions in documents and implicit bias. He also spoke to them at length about how to weigh witness testimony, particularly from Cohen, who has admitted to crimes and testified against Trump.
"You may consider whether a witness has any interest in the outcome of a case," the judge said. "You are not required to reject the testimony of an interested witness. ... You may, however, consider whether an interest in the outcome will affect the truthfulness of a witness's testimony."
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Jurors must be unanimous to convict Trump, can disagree on underlying crimes
While jurors deliberated in the first trial of a former U.S. president, Donald Trump railed online against one feature of the charges he faces
By Devlin Barrett | 2024-05-29

Former president Donald Trump walks out to speak to reporters as jurors are released to begin deliberations for his criminal trial at the Manhattan Criminal Court on Wednesday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


NEW YORK -- The jurors weighing whether to convict former president Donald Trump of charges that he falsified business records will have to determine whether he did so in furtherance of another crime -- a somewhat complex process that the defendant railed against Wednesday afternoon.
On social media, Trump called it ridiculous, unconstitutional and un-American "that the highly Conflicted, Radical Left Judge is not requiring a unanimous decision on the fake charges against me."
At first glance, it might appear that the former president doesn't understand one of the basic tenets of the legal system: that guilty verdicts in criminal cases have to be unanimous.
But he was probably referring to one of the quirks of the precise way in which Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg (D) charged Trump, who faces 34 counts of falsifying business records related to a hush money payment to adult-film actress Stormy Daniels ahead of the 2016 election.
The prosecution theory is essentially a Russian nesting doll of criminal violations -- under New York law, falsifying business records is a felony only if the records were falsified in furtherance of another crime.
Prosecutors have said that other crime was violating a state law against unlawfully promoting or preventing an election. But the "unlawful" reference in the state code has to refer to a distinct, different crime.
In Trump's case, prosecutors have offered three types of crimes that would make the state election-meddling charge come into play: federal election law crimes, tax crimes or false business records.
The jury must be unanimous when it comes to determining whether Trump is guilty or not guilty of each specific falsifying business records count, and whether he did so in an effort to unlawfully impact an election, New York Supreme Court Justice Juan Merchan said. He added, however, that the panel did not have to be unanimous about which of those three types of crimes could serve as the underlying violation that brings the state election charge into play.
That's what Trump was probably getting at in his online post while he sits in the courthouse waiting for the jury to come to a decision.
"Although you must conclude unanimously that the defendant conspired to promote or prevent the election of any person to a public office by unlawful means, you need not be unanimous as to what those unlawful means were," Merchan told the jury Wednesday morning.
The judge continued: "In determining whether the defendant conspired to promote or prevent the election of any person to a public office by unlawful means, you may consider the following: one, violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act, otherwise known as FECA; two, the falsification of other business records; or three, violation of tax laws."
Jurors must deliberate until they reach a verdict on all of the charges or are hopelessly deadlocked. They will be excused late this afternoon if they have not come to a decision and reconvene at the Manhattan courthouse Thursday morning.
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What have jurors asked? How long will it take? What to know about deliberations.
A primer on how jury deliberations work, along with some questions you might have about this particular trial involving former president Donald Trump.
By Mark Berman, Perry Stein | 2024-05-30

Former president Donald Trump, with attorney Todd Blanche, speaks to reporters as jurors are released to begin deliberations in Manhattan on Wednesday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Donald Trump's New York hush money case is now in the hands of the jury, which will decide whether he will become the first former president convicted of a crime. Jurors began deliberations Wednesday and continued Thursday. Here is a primer on how jury deliberations work, along with some questions you might have about this particular case.
This is the part of the trial in which jurors formally take the case. After testimony and closing arguments conclude, a judge explains the laws to the jury. The jurors then head into the jury room, where they discuss the allegations, examine the evidence and try to reach a verdict.
Nobody knows. It could take jurors just a few hours. Or it could take them a full day, several days or more than a week. Legal analysts say there is no such thing as a standard period for jurors to deliberate. Once jurors take the case, they will deliberate until they are done.
Juror deliberations are largely a black box, with only the jurors in the room privy to their deliberations. There is one major exception, which we will get into below.
They do, and this is where the public could get a peek into the deliberations.
Jurors may want to see some evidence again or review testimony from earlier in the trial. They could also have questions about specific parts of the law or the judge's instructions. In all of those cases, the jury would send a note to the judge, who reopens the courtroom and summons jurors and attorneys back to address the questions.
Whatever the question, that could give some insight into what jurors might be stuck on or what topics could be tripping them up.
In the Trump case, jurors had only deliberated for a few hours before raising some questions on Wednesday afternoon. The jury asked to have part of the judge's instructions and some portions of testimony read back to them. After hearing those on Thursday morning, they resumed deliberations.
New York Supreme Court Justice Juan Merchan said Wednesday that Trump and his attorneys would have to remain in the courthouse during deliberations and would be summoned back if jurors send a note. Trump does not have to remain in the courtroom, only in the building.
It is not. The jurors' identities are shielded from the public because of an order from Merchan, though prosecutors and defense attorneys know their names.
There are also six alternate jurors in the case. In New York, once juries begin deliberations, judges can dismiss the alternates as long as both sides of the case agree -- or can tell them to hang around as spare jurors in case they are needed. In this case, Merchan told the alternates to stick around.
Here is what we know about the 12 jurors and six alternates, and what they said during voir dire about where they get their news.

An exhibit in Donald Trump's trial explains the 34 charges of falsifying business records against the former president. (New York courts)


Jurors need to be unanimous to reach a verdict of guilty or not guilty on each of the 34 counts facing Trump. If they unanimously find him guilty, then he gets convicted on that count; if they unanimously find him not guilty, he gets acquitted on that count.
But jurors don't always unanimously agree! If they cannot reach a unanimous verdict, they inform the judge that they are stuck. When that happens in New York -- and in many other state courts, as well as federal court -- judges offer what is known as an Allen, or a dynamite, charge, meant to help them get unstuck. The judge effectively tells jurors to reexamine their views and change their opinions if they think they are wrong. The judge is also supposed to tell the jurors not to change their views just to reach a verdict. Then the jury gets sent to deliberate some more.
If jurors still cannot all agree, they are deemed a hung jury. If that were to happen, Merchan would declare a mistrial. Prosecutors would then have to decide whether to bring the case again.

This week, the crew dives into the strongest and weakest parts of the prosecution's case against former president Donald Trump in his New York Trial.


They do not. It is possible that jurors could find Trump guilty on some counts but not guilty on others. They could also reach a verdict on some counts and deadlock on others.
Trump faces 34 counts of falsifying business records in the first degree. The indictment essentially breaks down the counts into three types of records, relating to allegedly false invoices, checks and ledger records kept by the Trump Organization.
No, jurors don't decide a sentence. They are simply tasked with deciding whether Trump is guilty or not guilty of the charges he faces.
If they do find Trump guilty, Merchan will decide the sentence, most likely at a hearing to be held at a later date. Before such a hearing, the prosecutors, defense and potentially a probation office would tell Merchan what they think the sentence should be. Such hearings typically come a few weeks or months after a guilty verdict is handed down. Trump is expected to appeal any conviction, which would be a lengthy process.
The felonies Trump is accused of committing could carry a prison sentence, though it is not required. Legal analysts are split on what penalty could get handed down, though they say that Trump's age (77) and lack of a prior criminal conviction make a jail sentence unlikely.
Devlin Barrett and Shayna Jacobs in New York contributed to this report.
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Ukraine setbacks nudge Biden toward allowing use of U.S. weapons in Russia      
The U.S. reassessment of its policy comes after Russia's assault on the city of Kharkiv and a chorus of pressure from European allies.
By John Hudson, Emily Rauhala, Robyn Dixon | 2024-05-30

Secretary of State Antony Blinken meets with Czech Defense Minister Jana Cernochova at Prague-Kbely Airport in Prague on Thursday. (Gabriel Kuchta/Reuters)


PRAGUE -- The United States is actively weighing whether to lift one of President Biden's longest-held precautionary measures of the Ukraine war: a ban on the use of U.S.-provided weapons for offensive strikes inside Russia.
The reassessment, several weeks in the making, is a byproduct of Russia's renewed cross-border assault on the northeastern city of Kharkiv, a chorus of pressure from European officials and a visit to Kyiv by U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken this month that reinforced the peril facing Ukraine at this point in the war.
Blinken, during a visit to Moldova on Wednesday, became the first senior Biden administration official to publicly indicate that Washington is considering a policy shift that would allow Ukrainian forces to use longer-range ATACMS missiles and other U.S. weapons to attack positions inside Russia.
Blinken said the United States may "adapt and adjust" its position on the restrictions based on evolving battlefield needs.
"We're going to make sure that [Ukraine] has the equipment it needs," Blinken told reporters in the Moldovan capital, Chisinau. "And another hallmark of our support for Ukraine over these now more than two years has been to adapt. As the conditions have changed, as the battlefield has changed, as what Russia does has changed in terms of how it's pursuing its aggression, escalation, we've adapted and adjusted, too."
Blinken made the remarks before arriving here in the Czech capital for a meeting of NATO foreign ministers where the United States is expected to come under renewed pressure to loosen its restrictions on Ukraine's rules of engagement.
Czech Foreign Minister Jan Lipavsky said Thursday that allies are heading toward an agreement on strikes in Russian territory. "We are moving on that in the international sphere," he said. "The aggressor is Russia."

Secretary of State Antony Blinken meets with Czech Foreign Minister Jan Lipavsky in Prague on Thursday. (Michal Cizek/AFP/Getty Images)


Lipavsky's remarks add to a steady drum beat of Western officials pushing Washington to a more aggressive posture.
NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg said in a recent interview with the Economist that the time has come for allies to rethink their restrictions. "Especially now when a lot of the fighting is going on in Kharkiv, close to the border, to deny Ukraine the possibility of using these weapons against legitimate military targets on Russian territory makes it very hard for them to defend themselves."
In the days since, allies, including France, have echoed the sentiment. President Emmanuel Macron said Tuesday that Ukrainians must be allowed to "neutralize" military sites from which missiles are fired, but not other targets. "We're not being escalatory by doing this."
Dutch Defense Minister Kajsa Ollongren said the same day that restrictions on weapons use have left Kyiv fighting "with one hand tied behind its back." Lifting these limits "should not be a subject of debate," she said.
In a visit to Kyiv this month, British Foreign Secretary David Cameron said Ukraine has the right to use London-provided weapons to strike targets in Russia. "Just as Russia is striking inside Ukraine, you can quite understand why Ukraine feels the need to make sure it's defending itself."
By the eve of the NATO meeting, Canada and Finland had also signaled support.
Although Moscow claims that five regions of Ukraine, including Crimea, are Russian territory, it is highly sensitive to the increasing calls to allow Ukraine to use Western weapons to strike military targets within Russia itself. Accusing NATO of "unending escalation," President Vladimir Putin on Tuesday warned this could lead to "serious consequences."
In a sign of the Kremlin's anxiety, Putin hinted that Russia could use nuclear strikes against small European nations if NATO allowed Ukraine to attack what he called "deep in Russian territory." He warned that NATO officials ... "should be fully aware of what is at stake."
"If Europe were to face those serious consequences, what will the United States do, considering our strategic arms parity? It is hard to tell," he said, referring to U.S. and Russian nuclear arsenals. "Are they looking for a global conflict?"
The Russian tabloid Moskovsky Komsomolets featured a column Thursday declaring Putin's remarks "a completely unambiguous ultimatum" to the West.
Putin said that any such use of long-range missiles would prove NATO's direct involvement in the war. He also claimed that the targets for some Western missiles were already being set by Britain, not Ukraine, and that NATO crews had transmitted to Ukraine coordinates for ATACMS strikes.
The United States began providing ATACMS missiles to Ukraine this spring on the condition that they not be used to strike inside Russia -- a stipulation designed to prevent an unintended escalation that could result in a catastrophic military confrontation between Moscow and Washington.
But Biden's risk appetite may change -- as it has on several other occasions over the course of the war when he decided to expand Ukraine's arsenal with Stinger missiles, HIMARS launchers, advanced missile defense systems, drones, helicopters, M1 Abrams tanks and fourth-generation fighter jets.

A HIMARS vehicle in Eastern Ukraine in July 2022. (Anastasia Vlasova for The Washington Post)


While revealing that a change of course is under consideration, U.S. officials said the White House hasn't made a decision. The officials, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss military matters, said Blinken's comments carefully reflect where the administration is in the policymaking process. In public, Blinken rarely gets ahead of where the president is comfortable going, the officials said.
After Blinken's comments, National Security Council spokesman John Kirby reiterated administration policy against attacks on Russian soil using U.S. weapons but left open the possibility that it could change.
"Our support to Ukraine has evolved appropriately as the battlefield conditions have evolved, and that's not going to change, but right now, there's also no change to our policy," he said.
With the restrictions on U.S. support for cross-border attacks, Ukraine has been using its own long-range attack drones to hit Russian civilian and military targets. But those aircraft have payload limitations and are not as effective.
U.S. officials remain concerned about Ukrainian cross-border attacks on Russian territory, including the targeting of oil refineries and nuclear early-warning systems, fearing that they could dangerously unsettle Moscow. Washington conveyed its concerns to Kyiv about two attempted attacks over the past week against radar stations that provide conventional air defense as well as warning of nuclear launches by the West. At least one strike in Armavir, in Russia's Krasnodar region, appeared to have caused some damage.
Russia's advances have also spurred discussion between allies about sending military trainers to Ukraine -- another move long seen as potentially escalatory. But conditions on the battlefield seem to have convinced some allies that it makes sense to take the training closer to Ukraine's troops, allowing them to move more quickly and easily to the front line afterward.
In February, Macron surprised many by suggesting that "nothing should be ruled out" when it comes to sending trainers to Ukraine, but he did not offer concrete details.
Ukraine's top general, Oleksandr Syrsky, announced this week that Ukraine and France had signed an agreement for French soldiers to train troops on Ukrainian soil, then quickly walked it back, saying the issue was still up for discussion.
But French officials pointedly did not deny that talks were advancing, leading to speculation that an announcement on some sort of training mission could come soon.
Any training, NATO diplomats stressed, would be organized between member states and Ukraine bilaterally, not by NATO itself, which has kept official distance from the war.
Biden has long ruled out sending U.S. troops to Ukraine. Whether that prohibition falls by the wayside like his other red lines remains to be seen.
Dixon reported from Riga, Latvia.
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U.K. Parliament dissolves, election campaign drama gets underway 
This is not a repeat of the United Kingdom's last general election in 2019, Boris Johnson is AWOL. And no one wants to talk about Brexit.
By William Booth, Karla Adam | 2024-05-30

The dissolution of Parliament on Thursday marked the official start of election campaign season. (Neil Hall/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


LONDON -- The British Parliament was dissolved on Thursday, which is less cinematic than it sounds. It does mean all the lawmakers in the House of Commons have lost their seats and must now face the voters, some with dread. The election is July 4.
So the race has begun, with Prime Minister Rishi Sunak's Conservative Party promising "security" and Keir Starmer's Labour Party selling "change," the unthreatening kind.
Labour is up 20 percent in the polls, which might usher in a return of center-left soft socialism after 14 years of center-right Tory rule. There is some debate about the "socialism" part.
Here's the election drama so far:

On the campaign trail in 2019, Jeremy Corbyn, then the Labour Party leader, sits with Keir Starmer, who would become his successor. (Matt Dunham/AP)


This is not a repeat of the United Kingdom's last general election in 2019, when a jolly Boris Johnson rolled over an unpopular Jeremy Corbyn under the banner, "Get Brexit Done."
Most politicians -- on both sides -- now shun the B word.
Five years ago, Johnson won a thumping majority. Labour's working class "red wall" in the north of England crumbled as lifelong Labour voters fled to the Conservatives.
Then came the pandemic, lockdown-busting parties at 10 Downing Street and a recession.
Today? Johnson is AWOL. He was chucked out by his own lawmakers for his role in a string of scandals. The former prime minister says his diary is full and that he will have little time to campaign for Conservatives this month. He is giving paid speeches. Overseas.
Corbyn is still around, but was suspended from Labour in 2020 for his response to a report into antisemitism in the party. He will run for his old seat in North London as an independent.

In the midst of a rainstorm, Prime Minister Rishi Sunak announces July 4 as the date of the U.K.'s next general election. (Henry Nicholls/AFP/Getty Images)


Sunak has already stumbled a bit in his campaign launch. He announced the coming snap election in the pouring rain outside Downing Street. Headline writers went with "Things will only get wetter." Starmer quipped that a man standing in the rain without an umbrella is a man without a plan.
Then Sunak huddled with political reporters under a sign that read "exit."
Then he campaigned at the site of a Belfast shipyard that built the Titanic.
You get the idea.

Labour Party leader Keir Starmer meets supporters at a general election campaign event in Abergavenny, Wales, on Thursday. (Maja Smiejkowska/Reuters)


Starmer delivered his first full campaign speech on Thursday, declaring that voters can trust him on "economic security, border security and national security."
Earlier, the Labour leader bashed Sunak for "rummaging around in the toy box of bad ideas, and putting one on the table every day, unfunded and un-costed."
For his part, Starmer appears to be playing it cautious -- no big, no bold -- sticking with Labour's poll-tested, safe, vague six "first steps" if they win.
Those steps include: delivering economic stability, cutting wait times for appointments at the National Health Service, cracking down on "anti-social behavior" by deploying more cops, creating a publicly-owned mostly green power company, and recruiting new teachers in key subjects.

Prime Minister Rishi Sunak visits the headquarters of Nifty Lifts in Milton Keynes, England, on Thursday. (Leon Neal/Getty Images)


Sunak doesn't have a lot to show for his year and a half as prime minister. He argues that he helped stabilize the economy. But two of his signature initiatives -- deportation flights to Rwanda and smoke-free generation legislation -- are on hold until after the vote. And yet Sunak has been tossing out big ideas for his next administration, surprising some of his own (former) cabinet ministers.
He has proposed that every 18-year-old do a year of mandatory military training or monthly weekends of civic service. He said it would "keep kids out of trouble," boost morale and provide fresh troops to face a dangerous world.
Gen Z responded with clever memes.
He has also promised to create 100,000 high-skilled apprenticeships a year by scrapping subsidies for "rip-off" university degrees that don't lead to careers.
"Not everyone has to go to university, and that's a clear choice at this election, because the Labour Party are still clinging to this idea that the only way to succeed in life is to go to university," Sunak said. "That's simply not right."
Asked to name a Mickey Mouse degree he would whack, Sunak declined.

Prime Minister Rishi Sunak attends the European Championship semifinal match between Southampton and West Bromwich Albion on May 17. (Paul Childs/Action Images via Reuters)


The British political press had some fun when they were briefed by anonymous Conservative sources who labeled the 61-year-old Labour leader "sleepy," taking a page out of the Trump playbook.
It didn't get a lot of traction. A top Labour figure, Wes Streeting, joked that the upcoming TV debates between the two candidates be replaced with a soccer challenge.
Sunak, 44, tried to dribble a ball at recent campaign event. He didn't excel.
Starmer, 61, plays five-a-side football regularly.
Age is expected to be an important predictor of voting behavior, with younger people picking Labour and retirees opting for Conservatives. But Labour is also the most popular party for every age group under the age of 70.

Reform UK party leader Richard Tice and Honorary President Nigel Farage hold a news conference at the Glaziers Hall, London, on Thursday. (Tolga Akmen/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Conservatives are concerned about their older voters peeling off to Reform, a right-wing populist party, formally called the Brexit Party. Reform is in third place in polling averages -- at a substantial 11 percent (Labour is 45 percent, Conservatives 24 percent).
Founder Nigel Farage is now the party's honorary president. He is not standing in this election -- and has never won a seat at Westminster. But he is helping to support Reform candidates on the campaign trail. On Thursday, Farage and the party leader Richard Tice announced new hard-line policies on immigration, to address, as Tice put it, Britain's "deadly addiction" to "cheap overseas labor."
Britain left the European Union in part to "take back control" of its borders. But while the issue of immigration remains a top concern for Conservative voters, British voters overall are most concerned with the National Health Service and a cost-of-living crisis.
Sunak's plan to ship illegal migrants, who arrive via boat across English Channel, to Rwanda won't happen until July -- if it ever happens at all. Labour calls the policy inhumane and wasteful and vows to dump it.

Britain's Queen Camilla speaks with former prime minister Theresa May at a Buckingham Palace reception recognizing those who support survivors of sexual assault. (Eamonn M. McCormack/via REUTERS)


We won't know until June 7 all the candidates who have made the cut to run for a seat in the House of Commons, but we do know that a large number of lawmakers -- 134 so far -- are calling it quits. Most of those fleeing front-line political work are Conservatives. Gone but not forgotten will be former prime minister Theresa May, battered down over Brexit, alongside brand-name Tories such as former deputy prime minister Dominic Raab and current levelling-up secretary Michael Gove.
Zac Goldsmith, a Tory peer serving the House of Lords, created a stir when he posted on X: "The hope is that when Sunak disappears off to California in a few weeks there are at least some decent MPs left around which to rebuild."
Sunak, who met his wife at Stanford, has run hedges funds in California and owns a penthouse in Santa Monica, was forced to respond, "It's simply not true. I mean, it's just simply not true."
If his party loses the general election, but he is reelected to parliament as a lawmaker, Sunak has promised he would serve.
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Gaza conditions worse than ever, USAID chief says, as Rafah invasion rages
Efforts to deliver aid to Gaza have been hampered by Israel's military operations in Rafah, the southern city where over 1 million Palestinians were previously sheltering.
By Annabelle Timsit, Louisa Loveluck, Adela Suliman | 2024-05-30

A woman prepares food next to children, as displaced Palestinians take shelter at the border with Egypt during an Israeli military operation in Rafah on Wednesday. (Doaa Rouqa/Reuters)


Conditions in Gaza are "worse now than ever before," Samantha Power, head of the U.S. Agency for International Development, said Thursday, as Israel's offensive into Gaza proceeds and the United Nations says food shipments have dropped by two-thirds.
Citing humanitarian groups working in Gaza, Power said that Israel's military operations and the closure of border crossings "are making it extremely difficult to distribute aid."
Efforts to deliver aid to Gaza have been hampered by the Israeli push into Rafah, the southern city where over 1 million Palestinians had been sheltering. A border crossing between Egypt and Gaza used to deliver aid has been shut since early May, when Israel began ordering civilians to evacuate Rafah and moving ground forces into the city.
Israel maintains that the last battalions of Hamas are inside Rafah, as well as the remaining hostages held by the militant group. Tzachi Hanegbi, Israel's national security adviser, said Wednesday that destroying Hamas and other militant groups will take "another seven months," adding that 2024 would be "a year of war."
The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said late Wednesday that the amount of food entering Gaza since the Rafah offensive began has shrunk by nearly 70 percent. Between April 1 and May 6, a daily average of 176 aid trucks entered the besieged enclave -- a number "already insufficient to meet the soaring needs," according to the agency. Since  May 7, just after the start of the Rafah operation, the daily average has dwindled to 58 aid trucks. The agency said the figures do not include private-sector cargo and fuel deliveries.
The figures shared by OCHA differ from those published by Israeli authorities. The Coordinator of Government Activities in the Territories (COGAT), the Israeli agency that oversees the Palestinian territories, said 335 humanitarian aid trucks "were transferred to Gaza" on Wednesday alone -- similar to the daily figures the agency shared before May 7. The U.N. agencies and Israeli authorities have disputed each other's figures before.
The discrepancy arises from how the trucks are counted: While Israel includes in its tally all those that enter Gaza, including commercial goods, aid groups count only  the aid that is collected and actually distributed.

Trucks are parked at the Israeli side of the Kerem Shalom border crossing with the Gaza Strip in southern Israel on Tuesday. (Menahem Kahana/AFP/Getty Images)


Israeli restrictions on the movement of humanitarian groups around Gaza and the border crossings, as well as the ongoing fighting, have turned the collection of aid into a lengthy and arduous progress, the United Nations says, making it hard to collect and distribute anything at scale.
The Israeli human rights organization Gisha said Wednesday that it was "deeply concerned" over reports that COGAT was prioritizing the entry of commercial goods over humanitarian supplies into Gaza.
"Humanitarian aid should come in very first thing. They should be given clearance on the roads to drive safely to reach where they need to reach. And then -- only then -- the private sector should be able to come in." said Tania Hary, Gisha's executive director.
"You really have these two sort of parallel realities of the food coming in as the majority of the population is not able to afford it."
Shimon Friedman, COGAT's international spokesman, told reporters that Israel  is trying to get more food and other goods into Gaza any way it can. "I do want to make clear that there is no prioritization of the private sector. We are prioritizing aid," he told reporters. "What we want to see is as much aid as can make its way into the Gaza Strip, and that is what we are prioritizing. We are also facilitating the entry of the private sector as well."
Meanwhile, a U.S. effort to repair a floating pier off the cost of Gaza to enable aid deliveries by ship -- a mission meant to help alleviate the pressure on land border crossings -- has faced serious setbacks. Deliveries over the pier were suspended this week after a section broke free in heavy seas and floated away.

A temporary floating pier previously anchored by the United States to boost aid deliveries is now inoperable until repairs are made. (Mohammed Saber/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Israeli war cabinet member Benny Gantz's political party submitted a bill Thursday to dissolve parliament. The National Unity party said in a statement the bill was submitted to dissolve the Knesset and hold elections by October. It added that Oct. 7 "was a disaster that requires us to return to the people and earn their trust, so that we may form a stable and broad unity government." Earlier this month, Gantz threatened to resign from Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's coalition government by June 8 if Netanyahu did not come up with a viable plan for after the Gaza war ends. It's unclear how far the bill will advance, as Netanyahu's Likud party still has a majority of seats in parliament. Likud said in a statement in response that "during a war, Israel needs to remain united, not divided."
Chinese President Xi Jinping said the war in Gaza can't go on "indefinitely," as he reiterated his support for a two-state solution. "The war cannot continue indefinitely, justice should not be absent forever, and commitment to the two-state solution" should not be abandoned, Xi told a meeting of senior officials from Arab League nations in Beijing on Thursday. The Chinese leader announced $69 million in emergency humanitarian aid to Gaza and pledged $3 million to the U.N. Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) that aids Palestinian refugees.
The White House will send a "senior team" to Cairo this week to discuss opening the Rafah border crossing, an administration official, who was not authorized to comment on the record, told The Post on Thursday. Egypt has refused to allow traffic through the crossing since Israel began its Rafah offensive and occupied the corridor, citing security concerns. The decision follows a call last Friday between President Biden and Egyptian President Abdel Fatah El-Sisi. Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin also spoke with his Israeli counterpart Yoav Gallant, to discuss "the urgent importance of opening the Rafah Border Crossing for the continued flow of aid," according to a statement Thursday, outlining the need to "sustain increased deliveries of humanitarian assistance."
A majority of Israelis support their country's military response to Hamas in Gaza but are divided over its scope, according to a survey by the Pew Research Center published Thursday. The survey found that 39 percent of Israelis said the country's military response against Hamas in Gaza has been about right, and 34 percent said it has not gone far enough -- indicating continued support for the war.
The Palestine Red Crescent Society said Israel was responsible for an attack that killed two paramedics in Rafah. The aid organization said Israeli forces bombed an ambulance "despite it bearing the internationally protected Red Crescent emblem." It said the paramedics, Haitham Tubasi and Suhail Hassouna, "were targeted by the Israeli occupation" late Wednesday "in the Tel Sultan area west of Rafah." Gaza's Health Ministry condemned the attack as a "heinous crime." The Post could not independently verify the accounts.
Israel said it achieved "tactical control" over the boundary that separates Gaza and Egypt. An official with the Israel Defense Forces, speaking Wednesday on the condition of anonymity to brief reporters, said that while Israel does not have "boots on the ground" throughout the boundary, known as the Philadelphi Corridor, its control means Israel can cut off Hamas supplies via underground tunnels in the corridor. This represents a significant success for Netanyahu, who has repeatedly described gaining control of the area as an objective.
Algeria put forward a draft resolution to the United Nations Security Council calling for a halt to Israel's military offensive in Rafah and an immediate cease-fire. It also calls for the release of all hostages held by Hamas and an increase in humanitarian aid into the enclave. A vote is expected in the coming days. White House National Security Council spokesman John Kirby said the United States is reviewing the resolution. It is unclear whether the United States will veto  the proposal.
At least 36,224 people have been killed and 81,777 injured in Gaza since the war began, said the Gaza Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between civilians and combatants but says the majority of the dead are women and children. Israel estimates that about 1,200 people were killed in Hamas's Oct. 7 attack, including more than 300 soldiers, and it says 291 soldiers have been killed since the launch of its military operations in Gaza.
Lior Soroka, Heba Farouk Mahfouz, Lyric Li, Dan Lamothe, Alex Horton, Niha Masih, John Hudson, Karen DeYoung and Susannah George contributed to this report.
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Eyewitnesses describe horrific scenes after Israeli strike on Rafah camp  
At least 45 people were killed in the attack, the Gaza Health Ministry said. Benjamin Netanyahu called it a "tragic accident" and promised an investigation.

By Miriam Berger, Hajar Harb | 2024-05-30

Palestinians gather at the site of an Israeli strike on a camp for internally displaced people in Rafah on Monday. (Eyad Baba/AFP/Getty Images)


JERUSALEM -- A deadly Israeli airstrike on a tent camp in Rafah late Sunday drew widespread international condemnation Monday -- focusing further scrutiny on Israel's controversial offensive against Hamas in the south and the desperate plight of Gaza's civilians.
Witnesses described a horrific scene late Sunday as fires tore through the makeshift encampment in the Tal al-Sultan neighborhood, killing at least 45 people, according to the Gaza Health Ministry. Parents were burned alive in their tents while children screamed for help. Doctors recounted struggling to treat gruesome shrapnel wounds with dwindling medical supplies.
In an address to parliament Monday, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu called the Rafah strike a "tragic accident." It was a departure from public statements by the Israeli military, which had previously referred to a targeted strike on a Hamas compound using "precise munitions" and "precise intelligence."
The Israel Defense Forces said two militants were killed in the attack, including the commander of Hamas operations in the West Bank. "There were many measures taken before the attack to minimize harm to non-involved people," the IDF said Monday, adding that the incident was under investigation.
A spokesperson for the White House National Security Council, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss a sensitive matter, said the images from Rafah were "heartbreaking." "Israel has a right to go after Hamas," the spokesperson said, noting the killing of the two militants, but "Israel must take every precaution possible to protect civilians."

The strike killed at least 45 people in Rafah, according to the Gaza Health Ministry. (Eyad Baba/AFP/Getty Images)


The United States has yet to weigh in publicly on Friday's ruling by the International Court of Justice ordering an immediate halt to Israel's offensive in Rafah. Nearly a million Palestinians have been displaced this month, the vast majority from Rafah, which had been a place of last refuge for tens of thousands of families.
On Sunday night it was the site of one of the most horrifying scenes of the war.
Mohammad Al-Haila, 35, was headed to buy some goods from a local vendor when he saw a huge flash followed by successive booms. Then he saw the flames.
"I felt like my body was freezing from fear," Haila, who was displaced from central Gaza, told The Washington Post by phone.
He ran toward the area to search for relatives.

Displaced Palestinians searched through ashes after dozens were killed and dozens injured in Israeli strikes on a tent camp in Rafah on May 26.


"I saw flames rising, charred bodies, people running from everywhere and calls for help getting louder," he said. "We were powerless to save them."
Haila lost seven relatives in the attack. The oldest was 70 years old. Four were children.
"We were not able to identify them until this morning because of the charred bodies," he said. "The faces were eroded, and the features were completely disappeared."

A Palestinian boy looks at the remains of the Israeli strike on Monday. (Eyad Baba/AFP/Getty Images)


Ahmed Al-Rahl, 30, still hears the screams.
He and his family were preparing for bed when they heard several large explosions, said Rahl, who is displaced from the north. Their tent shook. Mass confusion took over the camp.
"No one knew what to do," he said. "Children who were with their families in those tents rushed to us, asking us to save their parents who were burning."
Rahl had a fire extinguisher and rushed to help.
"I didn't know what to do to help people as they burned," he said. Around him there were "dismembered bodies, charred bodies, children without heads, bodies as if they had melted," he said.
There was no water to extinguish the fire, which consumed the cloth and plastic tents. Gas canisters used for cooking exploded, Rahl said.
"I saw with my own eyes someone burning and crying for help, and I could not save his life," he said.

An Israeli strike on a camp for displaced Palestinians killed dozens in Rafah on May 26.


Mohammad Abu Shahma, 45, rushed to check on his extended family when he heard that the fire was spreading. His brother's tent was about a quarter-mile from the worst of the carnage. Shahma figured he must be safe.
He found his brother, a father of 10, and his 3-year-old niece, Palestine, dead. There was blood everywhere, Shahma said. Shrapnel had struck his brother in the chest and neck; the child had been hit in the head. Another daughter, 9-year-old Jana, was injured.
Around 10 p.m. Sunday, the dead and wounded began pouring into the area's few field clinics.
Twenty-eight people were dead on arrival at a temporary emergency trauma center run by Doctors Without Borders less than two miles from the strike site, according to Samuel Johann, the group's emergency coordinator in Gaza. The clinic treated 180 additional patients with severe burns, shrapnel wounds, missing body parts and other traumatic injuries, he said.

Palestinians mourn next to the bodies of their relatives after the strike. (Haitham Imad/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Farther west, at a clinic run by International Medical Corps, plastic surgeon Ahmed al-Mokhallalati described family members searching desperately for loved ones.
One little girl, he said, was asking everyone she passed if they had seen her parents. Mokhallalati said they were among the dead.
Many people came in with horrific wounds and required amputations, he said, as shrapnel flew across the camp and pierced people's tents. Over a grueling, relentless night, he and his colleagues conducted at least 12 hours-long surgeries, Mokhallalati said.
They ran out of medical gloves, gowns and other basic supplies to treat open wounds. "We are running out of everything, literally," he said
Patients needing further care had few places to go, he said. Rafah's two main hospitals have been evacuated. The smaller Kuwait hospital said Monday that it had to close after repeated attacks. One of the only options left was al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital, a rough ride away in central Gaza.
Mokhallalati recounted operating on a 6-year-old girl with deep shrapnel wounds that stretched from her thigh to her abdomen. She died early Monday morning, he said.
The makeshift camp in Tal al-Sultan was outside Israel's designated evacuation zone in Rafah, and residents were not ordered to leave before the strikes.
The area was at the edge of, but not included in, a map of humanitarian zones provided by the IDF online and in recent announcements. Gazans, however, short on bandwidth and cellphone battery power, often rely for information on word-of-mouth and Arabic-language pamphlets dropped by the IDF. Residents complain that the evacuation orders and accompanying maps are confusingly worded and difficult to follow. Many believed they were in a safe place.
In its statement, the IDF said "the attack did not take place in the humanitarian area in Al Mawasi," referring to a coastal region northwest of Rafah where it has ordered evacuees.
New arrivals to Mawasi have told The Post the area is desolate, overcrowded and devoid of even the most basic services. Some families, many who have already been uprooted numerous times during the war, decided to stay in Rafah.
French President Emmanuel Macron said Monday that he was "outraged by the Israeli strikes that have killed many displaced persons" and called for "an immediate cease-fire."

A protester holds a Palestinian flag during a demonstration called by the French organization France Palestine Solidarite in Paris on Monday. (Geoffroy Van Der Hasselt/AFP/Getty Images)


Canadian Foreign Minister Melanie Joly also demanded a cease-fire, saying, "This level of human suffering must come to an end." A spokesperson for the ministry said the country was following up on reports that two Canadian citizens were among the dead in Rafah.
The Foreign Ministry in Germany, one of Israel's most stalwart supporters in Europe, said in a statement on X on Monday that the images from the attack were "unbearable" and that "the civilian population in Gaza must urgently be better protected."
Shahma spent Monday packing up. His extended family of 50 people had decided that women and children would move to Mawasi, he said, and the men would stay in nearby Khan Younis.
"We did not even find time to grieve for those we lost," he said. "All that matters to us now is to save those who remain."
Haila spent the day searching scorched corpses at the clinic in Tal al-Sultan for any sign of his missing family members.
"What we live in this life cannot be described," he said. It was like being "on the waiting list" to die.
Harb reported from London. Sarah Dadouch in Beirut, Rachel Pannett in Wellington, New Zealand, Niha Masih in Seoul, Lior Soroka in Tel Aviv, Hazem Balousha in Cairo, Amanda Coletta in Toronto and Tyler Pager in Washington contributed to this report.
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Australia's new 'men's behavior change' secretary says the job won't be easy
The state of Victoria appointed a parliamentary secretary for men's behavior change -- lawmaker Tim Richardson -- who said action must start "with us men and boys."
By Sarah Dadouch | 2024-05-30

Demonstrators take part in a national rally against violence toward women on April 27 in Sydney. (Lisa Maree Williams/Getty Images)


A state in Australia has taken a new step aimed at tackling domestic violence -- appointing the country's first official responsible for "Men's Behavior Change" -- as the prime minister has warned violence against women is "a national crisis."
The new role -- called the parliamentary secretary for men's behavior change -- has already generated some controversy -- with the politician tasked with the job acknowledging it is "not easy work" -- even as the move has been welcomed by some campaign groups.
Victoria Premier Jacinta Allan announced the role this week, appointing state lawmaker Tim Richardson to what she called "the first position of its kind in Australia." The role "will focus largely on the influence the internet and social media have on boys' and men's attitudes towards women and building respectful relationships," Allan, from the center-left Labor Party, said.
The role aims to make the state "a safer place for women and children and work to end the tragedy of deaths of Victorian women at the hands of men," Richardson said in a post on X, adding, "The time to act on men's violence against women is now and it starts with us men and boys."
"This is not easy work, but it is important, and we can't afford not to address it and waste a moment," he wrote.
In the first five months of 2024, there were 31 female deaths in Australia that were allegedly caused by acts of gender-based violence, according to the Counting Dead Women project, a grass-roots campaign that researches and records gender-based killings of women in Australia.
In Australia, 1 in 4 women have experienced violence by an intimate partner or family member, according to government statistics, a statistic broadly comparable to the United States, where 1 in 4 women experience intimate partner violence or stalking, according to the National Coalition Against Domestic Violence. A World Health Organization report in 2021 found that 1 in 3 women will be subjected to physical or sexual violence by an intimate partner or sexual violence from a non-partner in their lifetime.
There has been growing awareness and discussion of violence against women in Australia in recent months, after a number of high-profile killings.
In April, a man killed six people in a shopping center in a Sydney suburb, including five women. Police said while they were investigating the incident, footage of the attack made it "obvious to detectives" that the attacker had been targeting women.
The same month, Australia witnessed a string of killings of three women, allegedly killed by partners or people they know, prompting tens of thousands of Australians to protest the violence.
"A woman has been killed every four days so far this year," Prime Minister Anthony Albanese said on X last month. Albanese has since described the levels of violence against women in the country as "a national crisis."
A 2023-2024 report released by the Australian Institute of Criminology in April showed a 28 percent increase in intimate partner homicides committed against women, compared to 2022-2023.

Demonstrators take part in a national rally against violence toward women on April 27 in Sydney. (Lisa Maree Williams/Getty Images)


"Australia is finally having a sustained conversation about violence against women and what we can do about it," Australian law experts Rosalind Dixon and Emma Buxton-Namisnyk wrote on the Conversation, a site that publishes articles written by academics, in April.
However, men and boys are often raised with expectations that women "will meet their needs" and are as a result "conditioned to think it is okay to be angry with women who say no to these expectations." If this deep-seated issue is unaddressed, they continued, there is unlikely to be a "fundamental change in patterns of sexual and family violence."
The Victorian state government's decision to establish a parliamentary secretary for men's behavior change was welcomed by men's engagement group No to Violence, and family violence prevention group Respect Victoria, whose acting CEO told state broadcaster SBS it was crucial to involve men in efforts to fight gendered violence.
However, some Australians took to social media to criticize the move, while radio host Ben Fordham dubbed the decision "collective punishment" that is "treating all men like an enemy."
"The Victorian Parliament already has a minister for women, and now it's got a parliamentary secretary for men's behavior," he said on his Wednesday show -- but, he added, there is no Australian "minister for men" to address issues like male suicide.
Meanwhile, Victorian Senator Jane Hume from the opposition Liberal Party cast doubt on the decision's capacity to effect real change, telling Sky News the role sounded like "a little bit of window dressing around a really important issue, that involves genuine cultural change."
Richardson, the newly appointed official, acknowledged on social media that there had been "some pretty hectic reactions" to his role. However, he told the Australian Broadcasting Corporation "if that's people's reactions just from the title" of his new position "then the focus isn't in the right area either."
Everyone has a "shared purpose" to change gender-based behavior that targets women, he said. "If it starts that conversation that's great ... we want to explain why it's so important."
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Most Israelis rate military's campaign in Gaza 'about right' or not enough
A survey by Pew Research found only 1 in 5 Israelis said the military campaign in Gaza had gone too far.
By Niha Masih | 2024-05-30

Israeli reservists inspect their tanks at an IDF staging area on May 21 in southern Israel, near the border with Gaza. (Heidi Levine for The Washington Post)


A majority of Israelis support their country's military response to Hamas in Gaza but are divided over its scope, according to a survey by Pew Research published Thursday.
The survey found 39 percent of Israelis said that the country's military response against Hamas in Gaza has been about right, and 34 percent said it has not gone far enough -- indicating continued support for the war. Another 19 percent said they think it has gone too far. The survey was conducted between March 3 and April 4, mostly before Israeli airstrikes killed seven aid workers for the charity group World Central Kitchen and predating last weekend's airstrike in Rafah that killed at least 45 Palestinians.
More than 36,000 Palestinians have been killed in Gaza since the war started, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between civilians and combatants. The Oct. 7 attack on Israel by Hamas killed about 1,200.
This week, in one of the most horrifying scenes of the war, an Israeli strike in southern Gaza's Rafah killed at least 45 Palestinians, some of whom burned alive, according to the Gaza Health Ministry. Israel said the attack was a "targeted" strike against two Hamas militants and that it was investigating the "unexpected and unintended fire" at the camp.
Though opinions on the military response differed, most Israelis expressed confidence that Israel will be able to achieve its goals in the fight against Hamas, the Pew survey found. There was, however, shared concern about the duration and scope of the war. Just under 7 in 10 are seriously concerned about the war lasting a long time, the survey found.

Right-wing Jewish protesters pray on May 17 as they block a road near the Tarqumiyah crossing in the West Bank, to prevent trucks from carrying aid to Gaza. (Heidi Levine for The Washington Post)


Laura Silver, associate director of research at Pew, said that the results of the poll showed that Israelis remained broadly optimistic about the war in Gaza, though people across Israeli society perceived the war in vastly different ways.
"People who have a favorable view of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu are much more likely to say that the military response to Hamas has been about right or has not gone far enough than those who have an unfavorable view of him," Silver said.
On Wednesday, Israel's national security adviser, Tzachi Hanegbi, told Kan public radio that he was expecting "another seven months of fighting" in Gaza to eliminate Hamas and other militant groups.
In the poll, there was a lack of clear consensus among Israelis over the future of governance in Gaza. Forty percent said Israel should govern the enclave after the war, and 18 percent said the Palestinian Authority, which administers parts of the Israeli-occupied West Bank, should be in charge of Gaza, the poll found.
Palestinian citizens of Israel are sharply split on the matter with Israeli Jews. Most Palestinian citizens of Israel said either the people in Gaza should make that decision or approve of the Palestinian Authority running it.
Netanyahu has been widely criticized for his government's lack of a postwar political strategy for Gaza. Defense Minister Yoav Gallant and war cabinet member Benny Gantz have in recent weeks ratcheted up the heat on Netanyahu over this issue.
A growing share of Israelis -- 58 percent -- hold a negative view of Netanyahu, who has faced mass anti-government protests for failing to bring back all the hostages kidnapped by Hamas militants on Oct. 7. That's a jump of 6 percentage points from last year and the highest since Pew first started asking this question in 2013, the Pew Center said.

Relatives and supporters of Israeli hostages protest on May 25 in Tel Aviv to demand that the Israeli government strike a cease-fire and hostage release deal with Hamas. (Heidi Levine for The Washington Post)


Many Israelis also appeared critical of President Biden's handling of the war in Gaza, with 60 percent expressing disapproval. In the United States, Biden is facing stiff domestic pressure and scrutiny from some Democrats and supporters over his policies on Gaza amid a high civilian death toll and catastrophic humanitarian crisis.
But Israelis want the United States to play a major role in diplomatically resolving the war, higher than that of any other country; 72 percent favored the United States for the task, compared with 38 percent support for European countries. Egypt, which has been involved in negotiations over a cease-fire deal between Israel and Hamas, received support from 45 percent Israelis, higher than the United Nations and other regional countries like Qatar and Saudi Arabia.
The Pew Research Center survey was conducted through face-to-face interviews with a random sample of 1,001 Israeli adults; the margin of sampling error is plus or minus 4 percentage points for overall results.
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Rugby clubs team up to help girl climb Scottish peak in her wheelchair
Rugby players helped 10-year-old Oona Dooks fulfill a dream and climb Arthur's Seat in Edinburgh, Scotland, in her wheelchair.
By Daniel Wu | 2024-05-30

Mikey Mair, second from right, Martyn Gill, right, and their teammates steer Oona Dooks and her wheelchair up Arthur's Seat in Edinburgh, Scotland, on May 19. (Eleanor Dooks)


When Oona Dooks leaves her house for school each day, she sees dot-sized hikers rounding their way up the hills of Arthur's Seat, the historic peak looming over Edinburgh, Scotland, to catch the famed views of the city from its 800-foot-high summit. For years, Oona had wanted to join them.
Eleanor Dooks thought the dream was out of reach for her 10-year-old daughter, who was born with contractures affecting her legs and hips and uses a wheelchair. But Oona, a sparky, competitive para swimmer, continued to ask. Last spring, Dooks posted a request in an Edinburgh Facebook group asking if anyone would be willing to help her daughter make the climb.
"I hadn't really thought it through," Dooks told The Washington Post. "I didn't really know how they were going to do it, but I just kind of said, 'She'd really like to get to the top.'"
It would take teamwork, determination and a bit of muscle to help Oona reach the summit. Fittingly, Edinburgh's rugby clubs volunteered. Last Sunday, after months of planning and weather delays, members of the Edinburgh Eagles, a local rugby league club, and the Edinburgh Giants, a wheelchair rugby league club, teamed up to bring an ecstatic Oona, steering a specialty off-road wheelchair, to the top of Arthur's Seat.
"It was an important thing for her to do," Dooks said. "I'm just pleased that we managed to be able to help her do that."
The climb up to Arthur's Seat is a popular, roughly two-mile trail that most hikers complete in about an hour. Oona's parents had never completed it themselves -- they were determined to wait until they could do so with Oona, together as a family.
The goal felt increasingly unattainable. Dooks had tried to bring Oona up the hill when she was 3 years old, but her disability made it painful for her to sit in a baby carrier, Dooks said. The final stretch of the climb to Arthur's Seat becomes too rocky and steep to easily push a wheelchair.

Eleanor, Oona and Chris Dooks, plus their pet cocker spaniel. (Eleanor Dooks)


Oona's primary school has a challenge of 50 things students should do before they leave and enter middle school, Dooks said. Climbing Arthur's Seat is one of them.
"Oona has kind of grown up with that right on her horizon, all the time," Dooks said.
Dooks's Facebook request quickly reached members of the Eagles and Giants. Martyn Gill, the Giants' chairman, said he was compelled to help. Gill had formed the Giants just weeks before seeing Dooks's post and was in the midst of preparing for the team's first match. But he couldn't overlook the request.
"I just think that's what we stand for as a club," Gill said. "We're trying to provide opportunities for people to fulfill their potential and break down some of the stigmas that may exist around disability and disability sports."
Gill invited Oona and her family to a wheelchair rugby game where they could meet the club. Oona presented the game ball and cheered the Giants on to victory at the team's first match in May 2023.
"She really loved it," Dooks recalled. "She goes to mainstream school so she doesn't get to meet a lot of other people who have visible disabilities and who use wheelchairs. I think it gives her a real boost."
A Scotland-based company provided a special all-terrain wheelchair that could handle the climb up Arthur's Seat for Oona, and the team was set. They initially planned to make the climb before the end of 2023, but delayed it after a spell of bad weather.

Members of the Edinburgh Eagles and the Edinburgh Giants rugby league clubs pull Oona Dooks and her wheelchair up Arthur's Seat. (Eleanor Dooks)


Despite the setbacks, Oona's enthusiasm never waned. When she finally set off on the climb on the morning of May 19, "she talked all the way, nonstop," Dooks said.
A team of Giants and Eagles players flanked Oona's wheelchair. At the front of the procession, two players pulled Oona's wheelchair along with ropes and harnesses, while two others pushed from behind. Oona's parents and their cocker spaniel followed along.
The climb grew steeper and turned from a paved path into a grassy trail studded with slippery rocks. Gill and his teammates kept pushing.
"We're rugby people," Gill said. "[We thought] 'Okay, when the going gets tough, we need to dig in a little bit and we need to show a little bit of resilience, just like when people are playing.'"
A crowd of tourists and hikers at the summit cheered and clapped as Oona and her team crested the hilltop. Mikey Mair, the Eagles' captain, hoisted a beaming Oona onto a stone that marked the tallest point of Arthur's Seat and the group took a triumphant photo.
"She was the tallest person in Edinburgh for those minutes," Gill said.

Oona sits at the summit of Arthur's Seat with the rugby players of the Edinburgh Eagles and the Edinburgh Giants. (Eleanor Dooks)


Oona and the team returned from the summit, completing the climb up and down Arthur's Seat in about three hours, and shared celebratory ice creams. Oona has had much to ponder in the weeks since, Dooks said. She can now tell her classmates that she has crossed Arthur's Seat off her list. And she might be eyeing a new challenge in her newfound rugby fandom. As they made the climb, Oona asked the Giants players if she could join their team, Dooks said.
"I've learned not to rule anything out with her," she added.
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Seoul to offer cash to reverse vasectomies, untie tubes as birthrate falls
The South Korean capital -- which has the country's lowest fertility rate -- plans to provide up to $730 to cover costs for reversing the sterilization procedures.
By Kelsey Ables, Julie Yoon | 2024-05-30

A woman pushes a child in a stroller in Seoul in April. (Anthony Wallace/AFP/Getty Images)


SEOUL -- In South Korea's capital, residents who have undergone vasectomies or had their tubes tied may soon be able to receive a cash reimbursement for reversing the procedures, as Seoul looks to boost birthrates. The metropolis of 9.6 million had a fertility rate of 0.55 last year, the lowest in the country -- which has the lowest rate in the world.
According to a budget proposal released this week, the Seoul city government is planning to offer up to $730 to around 100 people to cover costs related to the reversals, including medication and hospital stays. The cost of the reversal procedures is already covered under South Korea's national health insurance, while vasectomies and tubal ligations are not.
The approximately $73,000 allocated for the plan is a small portion of the fertility-related provisions in the proposed budget, which includes about $5.9 million for medical care for pregnant patients over age 35. It also allots about $1.6 million in funding for public wedding venues.
The provision is aimed at "easing the financial burden on families wishing to become pregnant," according to the announcement. The effort suggests that the city government is targeting even those who have taken decisive, medical steps to prevent pregnancy as it looks to increase birthrates. South Korea's falling birthrate has been attributed in part to the difficulties of balancing child care and a career as well as the high cost of raising children.
Dosang Bahn, 32, got a vasectomy in Seoul last year before the birth of his third child. He said he is skeptical of the new policy. "I find it pointless. I doubt those who had already undergone the procedure would reverse it to have more children."
Bahn, who works in advertising, explained that the social and financial pressures of child-rearing were his main reasons for getting a vasectomy in the first place -- and he is mindful of the logistical difficulties he encountered, including multiple visits to the doctor.
"For me personally, the surgical procedure was awkward and I don't want to go through it -- or its reversal -- again, especially when my wife and I are done with our family planning," he said.

A baby supplies expo in Ilsan, South Korea, in March. (Jean Chung/Bloomberg News/Getty Images)


Of the two birth control methods, tubal ligations are more invasive, have a higher risk of complications and are more difficult to reverse than vasectomies. Vasectomy reversals are about 90 to 95 percent effective, according to Stanford Medicine, while pregnancy rates after tubal ligation reversals vary from 50 to 80 percent, according to the Cleveland Clinic.
About 110 reverse vasectomy procedures are recorded annually in Seoul, according to national insurance data cited by a government official.
Seok Seon Yoo, a urologist at Trueman Men's Clinic in Seoul, said in an email that of the thousands of vasectomies he has performed for patients, "maybe 1 to 2 percent" of them later want the surgery reversed.
Of those who come in for a consultation, the vast majority end up deciding to get a vasectomy "because they have already fully consulted with their wives and family," he said. Many in Korea opt for vasectomies "because of their safety, very low complications, and cost-effectiveness," Seok said.
In some countries, pronatalist government efforts are criticized for focusing on short-term solutions such as cash bonuses instead of more lasting, sustainable changes such as making child care more affordable or improving gender equality in the workplace. In a 2022 academic paper, authors Stuart Gietel-Basten, Anna Rotkirch and Tomas Sobotka noted that in places with low birthrates, many people say they want more children than they end up having, creating gaps that are "often symptoms of societal and economic dysfunction."
In South Korea, incentivizing sterilization-reversal procedures is not an uncommon approach to low fertility. More than 30 local governments have taken up similar initiatives, according to local media. When Gimcheon, a city about 120 miles southeast of Seoul, announced last year that it would give around $730 to people who have had a reversal procedure, the mayor said the policy was expected "to play a role in creating a childbirth-friendly atmosphere and increasing the population."
Sunhye Kim, a professor at Ewha Womans University in Seoul who studies reproductive health and rights, said that while Seoul's proposed policy may be beneficial to some people who require financial assistance for the procedures, "it will not increase the birthrate."
In 2004, the South Korean government added the country's low fertility rate and aging society to the national agenda as a point of concern. The same year, the country's national health insurance ended its coverage of birth control methods including tubal ligations, IUDs and vasectomies and began covering sterilization reversals and IUD removals instead the following year.
Kim draws a parallel between government intervention in the 1970s and '80s and today. Decades ago, South Korea "aggressively implemented sterilization procedures as part of its anti-natalist policies" aimed at decreasing the birthrate, she said, while, in more recent years, contraception and abortion services have been regulated and limited "because the low fertility rate trend is regarded as a national crisis."
The "right of all individuals to choose whether to have children" should be guaranteed, Kim said. "This new policy announcement simply confirms that changing population policies can easily regulate or control individuals' reproductive health and rights."
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As Ukraine stumbles in war, Kyiv and Western powers struggle to coordinate
Strategic disagreements between and among Ukraine and some of its biggest Western supporters, including the U.S., are hampering are the defense against Russia's invasion..
By Michael Birnbaum | 2024-05-30

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky stands on the side after a July 2023 group photo with leaders of NATO countries in Vilnius, Lithuania. (Yves Herman/Pool/Getty Images)


KYIV -- Sharp fractures are opening between Kyiv and its Western backers, including the United States, over the future of Ukraine's defense against Russia's invasion. Ukrainian leaders have increasingly complained that Washington is restricting their ability to respond to Russian attacks as U.S. policymakers push them to do more to fight corruption even amid the worsening war. Meanwhile, European and American officials are quarreling about strategy to turn the tide on the battlefield.
There have been frustrations virtually from the moment Russia's invasion began in February 2022, but policymakers in Washington, Kyiv and around Europe said tensions have grown sharper in recent weeks as Russia has seized the initiative on the front lines and started recapturing territory liberated earlier in the war.
The sharpest battlefield disagreement at the moment is whether Ukraine can use donated weapons to strike targets on Russian soil. The Biden administration has strictly prohibited Ukraine from using U.S. weaponry to do so because it fears that the heavy U.S. involvement required to operate the weapons could escalate the war into a direct conflict between Washington and Moscow, though it is reexamining its policy.
Some NATO leaders, including the foreign ministers of Finland and Canada, pointedly broke with the United States on Wednesday by publicly declaring that they had never prevented Ukraine from using their donated weapons to strike targets on Russian soil, joining France and NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg in saying that Ukraine has the right to do so. Germany and Italy have sided with the U.S. reluctance.
The disagreement over strikes on Russia is just one example of a broader disconnect between and among Ukraine and its most important military backers over how to deal with the grinding war as Ukraine's battlefield position continues to weaken. Russia shows no sign of relenting in its bid to occupy and annex four southeast Ukrainian regions and to push beyond if possible. It already seized and illegally annexed Ukraine's Crimean Peninsula in 2014.
The mounting disputes reflect how a $61 billion package of military assistance approved by Congress last month after months of delays has yet to stabilize Ukraine's battlefield vulnerability, though U.S. officials say that weapons deliveries should partly ease problems within weeks. Still, Ukrainian leaders are heading into this summer's intense fighting season at odds with some of their biggest military backers over an array of issues.
The United States and many European nations are also split on matters that include Ukraine's path to NATO membership -- Washington remains cautious -- and whether to use frozen Russian assets to fund assistance to Kyiv, an effort the United States and Ukraine support and Europeans largely oppose.
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky has not shied away from direct attacks on President Biden, telling reporters in Brussels on Tuesday that if the U.S. president skips a Ukrainian-organized peace summit next month in Switzerland, as is likely, "his absence will only be applauded by Putin, personally applauded by Putin, with a standing ovation."
The meeting in Switzerland does not include Russia, and officials in Moscow have dismissed it as political theater with no chance of delivering an agreement to end the invasion. Ukrainians want to use it to secure broad international backing for their vision.
Zelensky's anger hardly is reserved for the White House alone. Diplomats and other officials in Kyiv noted that the president has ousted some senior Ukrainian officials who were viewed as being closest to Washington in recent weeks.
And after Secretary of State Antony Blinken played guitar at a Kyiv bar during a visit earlier this month -- a performance of "Rockin' in the Free World" that was intended to demonstrate support -- many Ukrainian officials close to Zelensky derided the performance as insensitive.
Some diplomats said that criticism might be another effort to push back at U.S. leaders after Blinken used his visit to redouble demands that Ukraine fight corruption. Ukraine has taken numerous steps to fight graft in recent years, which they insist are not sufficiently recognized in the West.

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken performs "Rockin' in the Free World" at a Kyiv bar on May 14, a gesture that many Ukrainian officials close to Zelensky derided as insensitive. (Brendan Smialowski/Reuters)


U.S. officials insist that the core aspects of the relationship remain strong, pointing to a deep working relationship between Washington and Kyiv that includes U.S. military assistance. Biden and Zelensky are expected to meet next month in Italy, and officials are working on a security agreement with Kyiv that will offer military aid for years to come. 
But new fissures appear to emerge daily. On Wednesday, a U.S. official said Washington had expressed concerns to Kyiv over Ukraine's strikes -- using its own weapons -- on Russian radar stations that provide conventional air defense and early warning of nuclear launches by the West.
These types of public concerns and criticism typically are used by the White House to signal to Moscow that it does not view the war in Ukraine as a direct fight between the United States and Russia -- and wants to avoid one -- even though Russian President Vladimir Putin, other senior Russian officials and Kremlin propagandists routinely say that Russia, in Ukraine, is fighting the United States and NATO. 
Any disagreements between the Zelensky and Biden administrations are picked up with glee by Russian policymakers, who have long sought to amplify and exploit any cracks in Western support for Ukraine.
"The President of Ukraine isn't ... happy with the decision of the #U.S. President not to participate in the so-called summit in Switzerland on #Ukraine," Mikhail Ulyanov, Russia's envoy to international institutions in Vienna, wrote on X. "Kiev dictates to the West what and when to do. The West tolerates it," Ulyanov added, using the Russian spelling of the Ukrainian capital, which typically infuriates Ukrainians.
This article is based on interviews with 25 Ukrainian, European and U.S. policymakers in Kyiv, Washington and Europe. Many spoke on the condition of anonymity to allow a frank discussion of sensitive diplomatic and security issues.
Some of the disagreements stem from natural tensions that arise within a partnership that has had to endure more than two years of war and a steadily rising Ukrainian death toll, officials said. But other fights appear to be more fundamental, especially disagreements over how much to focus on corruption during wartime. Policymakers warn that long-term planning may be elusive.
"We are seeing that Russians are getting more and more assertive," Latvian President Edgars Rinkevics said in an interview. He said that failing to push back Russia will ultimately fuel instability across the region.
"You see all sorts of small provocations that, frankly, you have to figure out how to deal with," he said, referencing allegations about possible Russian sabotage and arson across Europe and maritime border disputes in the Baltic Sea and with Estonia.
Russians "see that they can continue," he said. "So my question is, what are those reasons to believe that allowing Ukraine to hit legitimate military targets is escalatory? If there is good reason to be worried, then I haven't heard the argument."
Ukrainian leaders say that the U.S. restrictions against striking Russian territory enabled the Kremlin this spring to build up forces on its own soil and attack Ukraine's second-largest city, Kharkiv, knowing that Ukrainians' hands were tied.
"The Russian strategy right now is quite understandable. They're trying to take as much territory as they can to annihilate our forces and find our weak points," said Oleksandr Lytvynenko, a senior Ukrainian security official who is the secretary of the country's National Security and Defense Council.
"Americans think that they should avoid escalation with Russia by creating zones of ambiguity, but it provokes Russia. Russia needs to have very clear lines. A gray zone is just an invitation to try," Lytvynenko said.
Some Biden administration officials say that it is understandable that Ukrainians are frustrated after waiting seven months for Congress to approve military aid. Any further delay, they say, could have led to a collapse of Ukraine's front lines. Kyiv remains critically short of soldiers, weapons and ammunition.

Soldiers drive through the Ukrainian town of Tsyrkuny, north of the city of Kharkiv, on May 15. (Ed Ram for The Washington Post)


U.S. military aid for this year is intended to help bolster the country's front line defenses and help it hold on to territory currently within Kyiv's control, ideally exhausting Russian forces as they attack and seek to advance against minefields and other traps.
Ukraine has had significant success pushing back the Russian navy in the Black Sea and in striking Crimea, reducing the Kremlin's ability to menace the Ukrainian mainland.
"I'm not going to tell you there isn't ever friction as we wrestle with these critical and challenging pressures of Russia's full-scale invasion," a senior U.S. official said. "The depth and breadth of our partnership is sufficient that we can manage disagreements about tactics and find the best way forward as strategic partners."
Next year, U.S. planners say, Ukraine will have narrowed its personnel shortfall by training a new crop of conscripts. It will also have modern F-16 fighter jets from Western backers, which are expected to arrive this summer.
Also, Russia's defense industry may have peaked or plateaued by then, American officials say -- all reasons to think Ukraine might be in a stronger position, potentially increasing its leverage to impose peace terms in negotiations with Russia, should Ukraine desire it, they say.
But even the thought that negotiations with Moscow are possible demonstrates a serious gap in thinking among top officials in Kyiv and Washington. Many Ukrainians insist that Putin cannot be trusted to uphold any cease-fire agreement, given his oft-stated intention to expand control of Ukrainian territory.
Ukrainian officials also worry about the extensive damage Russian bombing has done to Ukraine's energy grid, which has forced Ukraine to impose morale-sapping temporary blackouts. The Ukrainians also fear that Western interest in their cause is waning. And some voice concern that a new law to lower the draft age by two years, to 25, will not sufficiently remedy a critical shortage of soldiers.
"I would not build up a strategy on the basis that in a year we will be stronger," one senior Ukrainian official said.
Another senior Ukrainian official, speaking of the country's conscripts, said: "They're not trained, they're not motivated, they're not equipped."
The potential cost of failure is significant. At worst, Russian forces could break through Ukrainian lines and capture significant swaths of territory, including major population centers, officials say, potentially forcing Ukraine to sue for peace on very weak terms.
That could mean even worse problems for Europe and the United States.
"Ukraine is defending a huge part of NATO states, of E.U. states," said Mykola Davydiuk, a Ukrainian political analyst. "We've become a wall. We don't want to become a gray zone."
Ukrainians, however, say they need more air defenses and to be allowed to hit targets in Russia.
"We believe in us, but you don't," another senior Ukrainian official said, referring to the Americans. "This is the biggest issue right now in our relationship."
Some of the tensions were clear during Blinken's trip to Kyiv earlier this month. The visit was intended to deliver a supportive message to Ukrainians -- but he also told leaders that they needed to do more to combat corruption.
"Ukraine's defenses against corruption have to be just as strong as its military defenses," Blinken said in a speech focused on the country's future. Ukrainian leaders took exception. In a meeting with Zelensky, the Ukrainian president bristled, according to officials familiar with the interaction.

Blinken, center, walks to board a train to Poland from a railway station in Kyiv on May 15. (Brendan Smialowski/Pool/AP)


Afterward, Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba said Washington's focus was out of step with the problem.
"If we were as corrupt as the perception says," Kuleba told reporters after a meeting with Blinken, institutions such as the European Union and International Monetary Fund "simply wouldn't be giving us any money."
U.S. officials -- and some Ukrainian ones -- have been alarmed in recent weeks by the targeting of reformist officials who were willing to battle corruption inside their own ministries and who appeared especially close to Washington.
The dismissal this month of deputy prime minister Oleksandr Kubrakov, who had been focused on infrastructure and rebuilding Ukraine, was especially alarming, U.S. and European officials said.
The coming months will bring more flash points. European elections in June are likely to bolster far-right forces that are skeptical of Ukraine's path to joining the European Union. A NATO summit in Washington in July is unlikely to offer Ukraine the clear track toward alliance membership that Kyiv desires.
Each side now says the other may not have a clear path to victory. "It looks like their GPS is jammed," a second senior European diplomat said of Kyiv's leadership.
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Hong Kong convicts 14 pro-democracy activists of subversion in landmark case
The activists were found guilty of "conspiracy to subvert state power" in the largest national security case in the Chinese territory.
By Christian Shepherd, Shibani Mahtani, Vic Chiang | 2024-05-30

Steve Li Kwai-wah, senior superintendent at the Hong Kong Police Force's national security department, during a news conference following a verdict hearing for 47 pro-democracy activists on May 30. (Bloomberg via Getty Images)


A Hong Kong court on Thursday found 14 pro-democracy activists guilty of conspiracy to subvert state power while acquitting two others, in a landmark national security case that legal experts say has eroded the credibility of the city's judicial system.
Dozens of Hong Kong's most prominent activists will now face lengthy prison sentences for their participation in an unofficial, nonviolent primary election in 2020. That vote was organized as a way to pick opposition candidates for a legislative election that was ultimately postponed. A total of 47 were charged, and most have been held in pretrial detention for more than three years.
Verdicts were handed down Thursday morning local time. Sentencing will come at a later date, according to lawyers. The remaining 31 defendants did not contest the charges. After the verdict, Hong Kong's Department of Justice told the judges it intended to appeal the two acquittals.

Fourteen Hong Kong pro-democracy activists were found guilty of conspiracy to subvert state power and two were acquitted on May 30 in a landmark subversion tria


Beijing in 2020 imposed a new national security law on Hong Kong -- which was supposed to enjoy a level of autonomy under the "one country, two systems" framework -- after months-long pro-democracy protests across the city throughout 2019.
The trial, the largest national security case in the former British colony, has been closely watched as a barometer of how far the Beijing-imposed law would be used to punish opposition voices. Judges ruled that those found guilty were planning to undermine the authority of the Hong Kong government and that their defense was not valid.
"The ruling makes clear that the government will no longer tolerate any meaningful opposition," said Alvin Cheung, assistant professor at Queen's University in Canada and a former barrister in Hong Kong. "If the lawful use of legislative powers amounts to subversion, one has to wonder whether there remains any scope for dissent in the legislature."
Together, the defendants represented the full gamut of Hong Kong's once-thriving pro-democracy opposition -- from students to lawyers, veteran activists and relative newcomers, their views ranging from moderate to more radical. Their possible sentences range from three years to life in prison.

Former lawmaker Leung Kwok-hung, known as "Long Hair," second from left, makes a victory sign as he and other pro-democracy activists are led to a prison van in Hong Kong in March 2021. (Kin Cheung/AP)


The trial has been overseen by three judges handpicked by the government to try national security cases, departing from the tradition under Hong Kong's common law system of trial by jury. The judges cited the "involvement of foreign elements" as grounds to waive a jury trial.
Among those who pleaded not guilty was Gwyneth Ho, a former journalist who rose to prominence during the 2019 protests, and Leung Kwok-hung, a 68-year-old veteran political and social activist better known as "Long Hair." The defendants who pleaded guilty to "conspiracy to commit subversion" include 27-year-old activist Joshua Wong and legal scholar Benny Tai, as well as other politicians, former lawmakers and unionists.
The national security law, drafted by Beijing and passed without any consultation in Hong Kong, criminalizes broadly worded crimes such as "secession," "subversion," "terrorism" and "collusion with foreign forces." It has transformed Hong Kong and its institutions -- including schools, the media, the legislature and the courts -- and has chipped away at the territory's promised autonomy, which was meant to be preserved until 2047.
Mao Ning, a spokeswoman for China's Ministry of Foreign Affairs, said after the verdicts that Beijing "firmly supports the law enforcement and judicial authorities" of Hong Kong to "punish all kinds of acts that jeopardize national security."
The unofficial primary election in 2020 was planned and organized before the introduction of the national security law that year. Tai -- the legal scholar and activist who also helped launch protests in 2014 that spiraled into a 79-day occupation of city streets -- and the others decided to go ahead with the vote after the Beijing-imposed law was put in place. They hoped to secure a majority in the legislature for pro-democracy candidates.
More than 600,000 voters took part in the 2020 citywide primary, but the executive then decided to delay the legislative election, citing issues related to the coronavirus pandemic. Critics have argued that the prosecution's case is based largely on hypotheticals, as the defendants did not have a chance to run in the legislative election, let alone take office and then subvert the system, as alleged.

Former district councilor Lee Yue-shun is escorted by police outside the West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts building in Hong Kong after his acquittal on May 30. (Leung Man Hei/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Some worry, too, that the ruling could have implications beyond those defendants. Small shops, for example, allowed their spaces to be used as venues for the unofficial primary and could find themselves implicated.
"The authorities could use the case as jurisprudence to accuse people who [rented] their shops to become makeshift polling stations and volunteers who [ran] the stations as co-conspirators," said Michael Mo, a former district councilor in Hong Kong who now lives in exile in the United Kingdom. Amid the increasingly tight environment for dissent in Hong Kong, "presumption of innocence is no longer there," Mo said.
In March, Hong Kong's legislature, scrubbed of opposition, unanimously passed a new package of domestically focused national security laws, known as Article 23, that further squeezed what little space remained for criticism and civil liberties.
Ahead of Thursday's verdict, one of the two acquitted defendants, Lee Yue-shun, wrote in a Facebook post that the ruling would do little to change the reality of life in Hong Kong.
"Regardless of the outcome, the preservation of the legitimacy of the Hong Kong people's way of life has already been faced with the most difficult challenges on a daily basis," he wrote.
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Icelandic volcano spews lava in what could be its fiercest eruption
For the fifth time since December, a volcanic eruption sent lava toward the seaside town of Grindavik and the nearby Blue Lagoon geothermal spa.
By Rachel Pannett | 2024-05-30

Officials said the eruption of a volcano in southwestern Iceland on May 29 could be the most vigorous in the area to date.


A volcano has erupted in southwestern Iceland for the fifth time since late last year, spewing lava toward the seaside town of Grindavik. Officials said it may be the most vigorous eruption in the area to date.
The eruption began early Wednesday afternoon, sending a plume of hot volcanic ash and gas high into the air and opening a more than two-mile-long fissure along the ground.
As of Wednesday evening, there was "still considerable lava fountaining" on the main part of the fissure, which extended south of the Hagafell mountain, the Icelandic Meteorological Office said.
Gas pollution could affect Iceland's capital, Reykjavik, on Wednesday night into Thursday, it added.

Smoke rises from an eruptive fissure spewing lava in Grindavik. (Marco di Marco/AP)



Smoke billows from a volcano in Grindavik. (Birn Oddsson/Iceland Civil Defense/AP)


Grindavik is about 30 miles southwest of the capital. Most of the town's nearly 4,000 residents were evacuated before the volcano's first eruption in December. The area is also home to one of Iceland's biggest tourist draws, the Blue Lagoon geothermal spa.

A volcano system in southwestern Iceland erupted for the fourth time in three months. Why does this keep happening? And will it happen again?


Grindavik, the Blue Lagoon and a nearby power plant were evacuated before midday, according to Iceland's national broadcaster, RUV. The eruption began at 12:46 p.m. local time, according to the meteorological office.

Glowing lava from eruptive fissures in Grindavik. (Marco di Marco/AP)



Lava spurts from a volcano in Grindavik. (Marco di Marco/AP)


Barriers built to protect the town held, although there was "significant damage" to local pipes and roads, Magnus Tumi Gudmundsson, a professor of geophysics at the University of Iceland, told RUV. He said it wasn't surprising that the latest eruption was more powerful than previous ones, because more magma had accumulated.
Volcanic activity isn't unusual in Iceland, but the eruptions over the past few months have occurred in a zone on the Reykjanes Peninsula that hasn't been active for 800 years. Once a volcanic rift zone is activated, it's not unusual for a quick succession of eruptions to take place.
Wednesday's eruption was preceded by a series of earthquakes in the area in recent days, the meteorological office said.

Lava flows from the fissures in Grindavik. (Marco di Marco/AP)
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U.S. concerned about Ukraine strikes on Russian nuclear radar stations
Washington conveyed to Kyiv that attacks on Russian early-warning systems could be destabilizing.
By Ellen Nakashima, Isabelle Khurshudyan | 2024-05-30

A Ukrainian serviceman launches a reconnaissance drone for flying over positions of Russian troops in Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine, on Sunday. (Reuters)


The United States fears that recent Ukrainian drone strikes targeting Russian nuclear early-warning systems could dangerously unsettle Moscow at a time when the Biden administration is weighing whether to lift restrictions on Ukraine using U.S.-supplied weapons in cross-border attacks.
"The United States is concerned about Ukraine's recent strikes against Russian ballistic missile early-warning sites," said a U.S. official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because of the matter's sensitivity.
Washington has conveyed its concerns to Kyiv about two attempted attacks over the last week against radar stations that provide conventional air defense as well as warning of nuclear launches by the West. At least one strike in Armavir, in Russia's southeastern Krasnodar region, appeared to have caused some damage.
"These sites have not been involved in supporting Russia's war against Ukraine," the U.S. official said. "But they are sensitive locations because Russia could perceive that its strategic deterrent capabilities are being targeted, which could undermine Russia's ability to maintain nuclear deterrence against the United States."
A Ukrainian official familiar with the matter, however, said that Russia has used the radar sites to monitor the Ukrainian military's activities, particularly Kyiv's use of aerial weaponry, such as drones and missiles. The official, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss a sensitive security matter, confirmed that Ukraine's Military Intelligence Directorate, known by its initials as GUR, was responsible for the strikes.
Ukraine is facing a continuing threat to its existence from a Russian enemy force -- which boasts the world's largest nuclear arsenal -- that has gained ground of late, in part due to its sophisticated radar and weapons-jamming technology, which has rendered virtually useless some U.S.-provided guided missiles and artillery shells. This capability has also enhanced Moscow's ability to track British and U.S.-provided longer-range weaponry and drones, which have caused serious damage to Russia's Black Sea fleet and military installations in Crimea, the southern peninsula illegally seized from Ukraine in 2014.
The Ukrainian official said the goal of the strikes was to diminish Russia's ability to track the Ukrainian military's activities in southern Ukraine. The drone that targeted the radar station near Orsk, in Russia's Orenburg region along Kazakhstan's northern border, traveled more than 1,100 miles, making it one of the deepest attempted strikes into Russian territory. The Ukrainian official declined to say whether the strike, on May 26, caused any damage.
U.S. officials said they are sympathetic to Ukraine's plight -- administration officials are actively weighing whether to lift restraints on the use of U.S.-provided weapons to strike inside Russia. But were Russia's early-warning capabilities to be blinded by Ukrainian attacks, even in part, that could hurt strategic stability between Washington and Moscow, the U.S. official said.
"Russia could think it has a diminished ability to detect early nuclear activity against it, which then could become an issue," the official said. "It should be obvious to everyone that there's no intention whatsoever [by the United States] of using nuclear weapons against Russia. But there's certainly concern about how Russia could perceive its deterrent capabilities being targeted and early-warning systems being attacked."
The perception issue is likely fueled by "an erroneous conviction that Ukraine's targeting is directed by Washington," said Dmitri Alperovitch, security analyst and chairman of Silverado think tank. "But that means attacks by Kyiv on Russian nuclear deterrence infrastructure has potential to trigger a perilous escalation with the West. At the end of the day, nuclear command and control and early-warning sites should be off-limits.''
Some analysts were puzzled at the targets: While Krasnodar is close enough to Ukraine to track missiles and drones, the radar station near Orsk is focused on the Middle East and China, they said.
Asked why they would target a site so far away, the Ukrainian official asserted that Russia "switched all of its capabilities for war against Ukraine."
Following Ukraine's disappointing counteroffensive last year, Russia has regained the initiative on the battlefield in recent months, advancing in the eastern Donetsk region and recently launching a new assault in the northeastern Kharkiv region along the border. Kyiv, meanwhile, has with increasing frequency targeted sites deep in Russia -- a capability many doubted was possible without Western support and sign-off.
About three weeks ago, shortly after Russia began its assault on Kharkiv, Ukraine asked the United States to ease long-standing restrictions on using U.S.-provided weapons to attack targets inside Russia. Some senior officials favor such a move, including Secretary of State Antony Blinken, who has urged President Biden to agree to lift the restraints. The White House is considering such a proposal, but no action has been taken yet, officials say.
At a news conference Wednesday in Moldova, Blinken said the United States has "not encouraged or enabled strikes outside of Ukraine, but Ukraine, as I've said before, has to make its own decisions about the best way to effectively defend itself."
Blinken added that the United States has "adapted and adjusted" to changing conditions on the battlefield and that as Russia pursues new tactics of "aggression" and "escalation," was "confident that we'll continue to do that."
There is no restriction on Ukraine using U.S.-supplied air defenses to shoot down Russian missiles or fighter jets over Russian territory "if they pose a threat to Ukraine," the U.S. official said.
But U.S. officials have previously expressed concern to Ukrainian officials over Kyiv's attacks on Russian soil, sometimes even intervening during the planning stage. Ahead of the one-year mark of the war, the GUR was planning attacks on Moscow, according to a leaked classified report from the U.S. National Security Agency that was later confirmed by two senior Ukrainian military officials.
Days before the attack, U.S. officials asked Kyiv to scrub their plans, fearing it could provoke an aggressive response from the Kremlin; the Ukrainians complied, according to the leaked U.S. documents and the senior Ukrainian officials.
In a more recent example, Washington took exception to Ukrainian drones targeting oil refineries inside Russia -- a request that came directly from Vice President Harris to Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky at the Munich Security Conference in February, according to officials familiar with the matter. U.S. officials believed the strikes would raise global energy prices and invite more aggressive Russian retaliation inside Ukraine.
Amid growing concern over Russia's battlefield advances, Washington is facing pressure from NATO and several key European allies to allow Ukraine to use the full force and range of U.S.-provided weapons.
"If you cannot attack the Russian forces on the other side of the front line because they are on the other side of the border, then of course you really reduce the ability of the Ukrainian forces to defend themselves," NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg, the alliance's top political official, said during a visit to Bulgaria on Monday.
Khurshudyan reported from Kyiv. Siobhan O'Grady in Kyiv and Alex Horton in Washington contributed to this report.
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Experts say Israel used U.S.-made bomb in deadly Rafah strike
Weapons experts identified the fragments as an SDB GBU-39, a 250-pound small-diameter precision bomb.
By Cate Brown, Meg Kelly, Kareem Fahim, John Hudson | 2024-05-29

Ahmed, 10, holds munition fragments found at the site of an Israeli airstrike that killed at least 45 people in Rafah in the southern Gaza Strip.


Four weapons experts said the Israeli military used a U.S.-made precision bomb in a strike that killed at least 45 people in southern Gaza on Sunday, after reviewing visual evidence provided to The Washington Post.
The fragments of an SDB GBU-39, a 250-pound small-diameter precision munition, were found near the site of the strike on an encampment in Rafah, where witnesses described the sounds of planes overhead and successive explosions "shaking the entire city."
Israel said the attack was a "targeted" strike against two Hamas militants, conducted using "the smallest munition" Israeli fighter jets can use. It said that the fire that broke out at the camp was "unexpected and unintended," and that it was investigating the possibility that secondary explosions ignited the blaze.
The findings do not contradict Israel's assertion that it used a small munition, weapons experts said. Israel said it used munitions containing "17 kilos of explosive material," a weight consistent with the size of a warhead used with a GBU-39, according to Trevor Ball, a former explosive ordnance disposal technician for the U.S. Army.
Secretary of State Antony Blinken said Wednesday that the United States couldn't confirm what weapons were used or how they were used in the strike. Speaking to reporters, Blinken called the attack "horrific" and said anyone who has seen images of it has been affected on a "basic human level."
The United States has been "very clear with Israel," Blinken said, on the need to "immediately investigate and interrogate exactly what happened." When asked if the strike will affect U.S. military assistance to Israel, he said Washington will "await the results" of Israel's investigation.
"Munitions like the GBU-39 are often selected specifically to minimize the chance of harm to civilians or civilian objects," said N.R. Jenzen-Jones, director of Armament Research Services. Regardless, he said, "with any targeted strike -- and especially any strike being conducted in close proximity to civilians -- a robust collateral damage estimation procedure is required."
More than 36,000 Palestinians have been killed in the war, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between civilians and combatants but says the majority of the casualties are women and children. Israel launched its campaign after Hamas militants stormed Israeli communities near the border and killed about 1,200 people in October.

Fragments of a precision guided bomb found Monday at the site of the Israeli airstrike in Rafah. One of the fragments has the cage code "81873," which links it to a U.S. company. (Alam Sadeq)


Images of the fragments, taken by Palestinian journalist Alam Sadeq on Monday, showed the cage code, or five-character sequence used to identify vendors that sell weapons to the U.S. government. The "81873" designation links the fragment to Woodward HRT, a weapons components manufacturer registered in Valencia, Calif.
Sadeq's video and images were verified and geolocated by The Post. He traveled to Rafah from nearby Khan Younis early Monday to document the aftermath of the strike. As he walked through the wreckage, he noticed a boy sitting on the ground examining the remnants of an electronic board.
"He told me that this piece was inside his tent," Sadeq said. "I knew that this missile was used for bombing."
The United States supplied Israel with 1,000 precision guided bombs in 2023, according to an arms transfer database maintained by the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute.
The Biden administration has not halted transfers of this munition over the course of the war. Last month, the State Department approved a transfer of more than 1,000 GBU-39/B small-diameter bombs with containers on the same day that Israeli forces bombed a convoy of World Central Kitchen aid workers in Gaza, killing seven.
The attack late Sunday struck near a logistics base for the U.N. Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian refugees, destroying at least four tin structures used as shelters for the displaced, according to satellite imagery from Monday provided by Planet Labs. More than a dozen tent-like structures were also visible between the tin buildings and the U.N. warehouse, a distance of about 500 feet, in images before and after the strike.
Over the past eight months, hundreds of thousands of Palestinians sought refuge in Rafah as Israel's offensive pummeled the northern part of the Gaza Strip. The city swelled with the displaced, who set up tent encampments on the streets, in empty lots and on sand dunes near the sea.
It is unclear how many people were still at the camp Sunday when the strike hit. After Israel seized the Rafah border crossing earlier this month, nearly 1 million people fled the city, fearing a wider incursion.
Wes J. Bryant, a former U.S. military targeting professional, said "small-diameter bombs are great for collateral damage mitigation when you don't actually drop them near tents with families."
The Israeli military has stressed that the strike took place outside a designated "humanitarian zone," but the Israel Defense Forces had not issued evacuation orders for this specific block of the Tal al-Sultan neighborhood before the strike.
"There was a civilian encampment and the civilians within it must remain protected," Bryant said, adding that the U.S. military would have required senior command approval for a strike on the camp.
"Our collateral damage analysis would likely have placed civilians within the effects radius of the strike regardless, and so we most likely would not have struck at that location," he said.

Munition fragments found Monday at the site of an Israeli airstrike in Rafah in the Gaza Strip.


An Israeli military spokesman reached Wednesday said he could not comment further on the munition used or what measures were taken to prevent civilian casualties.
John Kirby, spokesman for the National Security Council, said Wednesday that the United States "did not have any more granularity" on what caused the explosion and subsequent fire.
Speaking to reporters at a virtual briefing, Kirby said that if it was true Israel used precision guided weapons, "that would certainly indicate a desire to be more deliberate and more precise in their targeting."
Sadeq said he encountered horrific scenes in the aftermath of the strike, including charred corpses, blood-spattered bread and a man searching for his cousin's head. He held a girl's brain in one hand and a bag full of body parts in the other.
The smell of death was "everywhere," he said.
Brown and Kelly reported from Washington, Fahim from Istanbul and Hudson from Chisinau, Moldova. Missy Ryan in Washington contributed to this report.
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Israel says it gained 'tactical control' of Philadelphi buffer zone 
The Israel Defense Forces said Wednesday it had gained control of a narrow strip of land separating Gaza from Egypt, a key target of Israel's offensive.
By Adela Suliman, Heba Farouk Mahfouz , John Hudson, Susannah George | 2024-05-30

Palestinian children carry food in Rafah, southern Gaza, on May 19. (AFP/Getty Images)


Israel said Wednesday it had achieved "tactical control" over the boundary that separates Gaza and Egypt, a significant success for Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who has repeatedly described control of the area as an objective for Israel in Gaza.
An official with the Israel Defense Forces, speaking on the condition of anonymity to brief reporters, said that while Israel does not have "boots on the ground" throughout the boundary, known as the Philadelphi corridor, its control means Israel can "cut off" Hamas supplies via underground tunnels in the corridor.
"It means we have the ability to cut off the oxygen line that Hamas has used for replenishing and movement in and around that area," the official said, adding that about 20 cross-border tunnels had been found in the area.
The IDF announcement came amid intensifying international condemnation of Israel's ongoing offensive in Rafah, just north of the Philadelphi corridor, after a strike at a tent camp on Sunday killed at least 45, and amid no sign of an end to fighting. A senior Israeli official said on Wednesday that the war in Gaza could last the rest of this year, prompting U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken to say there was an urgent need to plan for the "day after" the war.
Israeli military control of the Philadelphi corridor could complicate political relations with Cairo, risking a landmark 1979 Egypt-Israel peace treaty that has led to a half-century of coexistence.
The corridor is a buffer zone and a no man's land about nine miles long and several hundred yards wide that stretches from the southernmost tip of Gaza to the Mediterranean Sea. Israel has not had a troop presence along the border since 2005, when the country withdrew its forces from the Gaza Strip.
Egyptian officials did not publicly respond to the IDF announcement. A former Egyptian official familiar with negotiations, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss a sensitive issue, said that the Israeli military presence in the buffer zone appeared to violate the Camp David Accords of 1978, the U.S.-brokered agreements that led to the Egyptian-Israeli peace treaty of 1979.
U.S. officials have expressed frustration with Israel's war efforts in recent weeks. Speaking in Moldova on Wednesday, Blinken told reporters that Israel urgently needs a "clear plan" for after the war in Gaza ends that can ensure the enduring defeat of Hamas.
Blinken had been asked about comments made by Tzachi Hanegbi, Israel's national security adviser, who had told Kan public radio Wednesday that he was expecting "another seven months of fighting" to destroy Hamas and other militant groups, adding that 2024 would be "a year of war."
The remark showed little sign of a change in course after the horrified global reaction to Sunday's strike in Rafah. Scenes of charred bodies and accounts of people burning alive prompted global condemnation of Israel's strike. White House officials lamented the loss of life but said the attack did not cross President Biden's "red line."
In Moldova, Blinken called the weekend's attack "horrific," adding that it has affected all people on a "basic human level." He said he could not confirm reports that U.S. weapons were used in the strike.
Eyewitnesses contacted by The Washington Post on Wednesday said Israeli tanks had pushed closer into central Rafah, accompanying an intense air operation that has led to what they described as a near-constant thud of airstrikes and other explosions. Responding to questions about those reports, the Israeli military said Wednesday that it "does not share the location of its forces."
The witnesses said tanks were near the Awda roundabout in central Rafah and had taken up positions in western parts of the city, including the Tal al-Sultan neighborhood, the site of Sunday's strikes.
Israeli forces expanded a cordon around Rafah on Wednesday, according to Mohammad al-Mughair of the civil defense forces in Gaza. "We expect that the Tal al-Sultan camp will be stormed," Mughair said. Residents in that neighborhood said Israeli forces were increasing surveillance of the area using unmanned vehicles.
Nearly 1 million people have fled Rafah in the past three weeks even though there was "nowhere safe to go," according to the U.N. Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA), which aids Palestinian refugees. Aid groups also warned that Israel's offensive in Rafah makes relief efforts nearly impossible, with World Central Kitchen announcing Wednesday that ongoing attacks had forced it to suspend its main kitchen there.
Algeria has put forward a draft resolution to the United Nations Security Council calling for a halt to Israel's military offensive in Rafah and an immediate cease-fire. It also calls for the release of all hostages held by Hamas and an increase in humanitarian aid into the enclave. A vote is expected in the coming days. It is unclear whether the United States will use its veto power to vote down the proposal.
At least 21 people were killed in a tent encampment near Rafah's coast on Tuesday by what a spokesman for Gaza's civil defense said was Israeli artillery fire. The Israeli military said in a statement Tuesday that it "did not strike in the humanitarian area in al-Mawasi," referring to a zone along Gaza's coast. Witnesses said the strikes occurred just south of the humanitarian zone.
A career State Department official involved in the Biden administration's debates over Israel's conduct in Gaza resigned this week, citing disagreements with a recently published U.S. government report that claimed Israel was not impeding humanitarian assistance to Gaza, two officials told The Post. The outgoing official, Stacy Gilbert, served in the State Department's Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration. Gilbert sent an email to staff explaining her view that the State Department was wrong to conclude Israel has not obstructed aid to Gaza, officials who read the letter said.
At least 36,171 people have been killed and 81,420 injured in Gaza since the war started, said the Gaza Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between civilians and combatants but says the majority of the dead are women and children. Israel estimates about 1,200 people were killed in Hamas's Oct. 7 attack, including more than 300 soldiers, and it says 290 soldiers have been killed since the launch of its military operations in Gaza.
Ellen Francis, Kelly Kasulis Cho, Lior Soroka, Kareem Fahim, Claire Parker and Hajar Harb contributed to this report.
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Work Advice: Unpacking the reasons for 'quiet vacationing'
More workers are reportedly taking vacations without notifying their employers. Why?
By Karla Miller | 2024-05-30

(iStock)


"Quiet vacationing" has joined "quiet quitting" and "quiet firing" as the latest (and least poetic) scourge of the modern workplace. Also known as the hush trip, workcation, hush-cation, or bleisure travel -- you get the idea -- quiet vacationing refers to workers taking time off, even traveling, without notifying their employers. Taking advantage of work-from-anywhere technology, they are logging in from hotels, beaches and campgrounds, sometimes using virtual backgrounds and VPNs to cover their tracks.
Given the difficulty many employers already have trusting remote workers to be productive anywhere outside the office, you can bet they are not keen on the idea of their employees pretending to have their head in the game while their toes are in the sand.
But employers also have legitimate legal reasons for keeping tabs on their employees' location when they're on the clock. "Evil HR Lady" Suzanne Lucas, writing in Inc. magazine, recently highlighted the many tax, employment, business-operation and security laws that focus on an employee's location. Workers secretly performing their jobs in other states or countries can trigger compliance headaches for their employers, Lucas notes, giving the hypothetical of an employee seeking workers' compensation after sustaining an injury while on unauthorized travel.
Furtive furloughs aren't great for employees' well-being, either. Whatever leisure time you enjoy will be polluted by the stress of constantly keeping one eye or ear out for urgent emails, texts or calls. And if a work emergency arises that requires your presence on-site, you'll have to scuttle your plans anyway. Staying connected to work when we're ostensibly resting is detrimental to our mental and physical health -- more so when we layer on the stress of secrecy.
As with declines in birthrates, home purchases and demand for mined diamonds, the quiet-vacationing trend is being attributed primarily, though not exclusively, to millennial workers. But before launching into generational finger-pointing and stereotyping, it's worth taking a look at why they might feel the need to take their PTO on the DL.
The U.S. Travel Association in a 2016 report proclaimed millennials to be a generation of "work martyrs," entering the workforce around the time average U.S. vacation usage began declining and mobile technology began enabling round-the-clock attachment to jobs. Millennials didn't invent over-employment or side gigs, but they cut their teeth on hustle culture and professional multitasking. The work-vacation boundaries most premillennial workers took for granted growing up have gone the way of defined-benefit pensions and good tomatoes.
Inadequate paid leave is another driving force. The United States continues to be the only nation among its industrialized economic peers that does not guarantee paid vacation, sick leave or holidays for all workers, leaving such benefits to the discretion of employers. Workers with limited PTO -- whether new to the workforce or stuck in lower-paying, low-benefit industries -- generally want to keep as much paid leave banked as possible, especially if they may need it for unpredictable emergencies like illness or caretaking. If you can preserve those precious hours by packing your laptop alongside your flip-flops, why wouldn't you?
But that doesn't account for the 4 in 10 workers who, according to the Pew Research Center, still fail to use all the PTO they're entitled to. The Post's Andrew Van Dam, in a 2023 analysis, cited research indicating that "employees are less likely to use all their vacation days if they don't expect to detach from work and truly relax, or if they worry that vacations will set them back financially."
If you work in an environment where time off is granted grudgingly, with a heaping helping of side-eye, and you fear that stepping away means losing your place in line for promotions or becoming a target for future cost-cutting, discretion may seem the better part of vacationing. If boundaries between your work and personal time are nonexistent anyway, and colleagues regularly contact you during days off with "just a quick question," why should those fragments of work time be paid for out of your personal leave account? Especially if you might later be able to cash out unused leave in the event of a layoff or job change?
If you're an employer concerned that your people are taking off-the-record R&R, your first call should be inside your house, to understand why they might feel the need to keep their time off a secret. Otherwise, if you figure what you don't know won't hurt you, don't act hurt if what you don't know about your workers' whereabouts comes back to bite you.
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Nissan issues 'do not drive' warning for almost 84,000 vehicles over air bags
The warning covers Sentra, Pathfinder and Infiniti vehicles equipped with recalled Takata air bags. 
By Aaron Gregg | 2024-05-29

The Nissan logo is displayed at the company's global headquarters in Yokohama, near Tokyo, in 2020. (Koji Sasahara/AP)


Nissan has issued a relatively rare "do not drive" warning for 83,920 vehicles equipped with recalled Takata air bags that can explode in even relatively minor crashes.
The warning covers Sentra cars from 2002 through 2006, Pathfinder SUVs from 2002 through 2004, and Infiniti QX4 vehicles from 2002 or 2003 that are subject to an open recall bearing the number 20V-008 or 20V-747. Both recalls are from 2020 and cover Takata air bags.
The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration urged vehicle owners in a Wednesday release to "immediately check to see if their vehicle has an open Takata air bag recall" and immediately contact the company if so. Nissan and its Infiniti subsidiary are offering free towing, repair and, in some cases, loaner vehicles for affected vehicle owners.
The warning reflects the latest fallout from the product safety issues around Takata air bags, which have been the subject of one of the largest recalls in U.S. history after reports of exploding inflaters -- small devices that rapidly expand the air bag on impact -- that sent bits of shrapnel flying at the driver.
Nissan is the fourth vehicle manufacturer within the past 16 months to issue a "do not drive" warning related to Takata air bags in older vehicles. Last year saw those warnings from Honda, BMW and Stellantis for various models.
Over the past 10 years, more than 67 million Takata inflaters have been recalled in the United States by more than 20 automakers, with more than 100 million air-bag inflaters called back worldwide, according to Reuters. A report from Carfax issued Wednesday found there are more than 6.4 million vehicles in the United States that still have those air bags equipped.
At least 27 people in the United States have been killed by an exploding Takata air bag, NHTSA said. At least 400 more were allegedly injured by exploding Takata air-bag inflaters, the agency said.
Those driving older vehicles are at greater risk, NHTSA said, because the age of the air bag is a "contributing factor" in incidents of failure.
Car owners are being urged to use NHTSA's lookup tool to search for open safety recalls using their vehicle's license plate number or vehicle identification number. The agency also has a vehicle safety hotline at 888-327-4236.
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These 3 wines, each under $20, are ideal for relaxed meals
A cabernet sauvignon, a sangiovese and a pinot grigio, each a terrific value, for pairing with casual meals.
By Dave McIntyre | 2024-05-30

FROM LEFT: Rough Day Cabernet 2021; Donna Laura Ali Red Wine 2022; Cantina Puiatti Pinot Grigio 2021. (Scott Suchman/for The Washington Post)


Bulgaria and Italy offer three values for casual dining this week -- a cabernet sauvignon for burgers, a sangiovese blend for pasta and a pinot grigio for poultry or seafood.
Thracian Valley, Bulgaria, $14
Here's a medium-bodied, easy-drinking cabernet sauvignon, with blackberry and cherry flavors leading to a slightly sweet finish. The same importer also sells another cabernet called Bulgariana ($16) that has a drier, spicier finish. Notably, both include nutrition information on the label. Alcohol by volume: 13.5 percent. Bottle weight: 365 grams (Light).
Imported by G&B Importers. Distributed locally by RNDC and Virginia Imports.
Tuscany, Italy, $15
Spicy sangiovese with refreshing acidity, and featuring dried cherry and black pepper makes an ideal wine for pasta or pizza night. Ten percent cabernet sauvignon adds a bit of heft. ABV: 13 percent. BW: 410 grams (Light).
Imported by Banville Wine Merchants. Distributed locally by Banville Wine Merchants and Artisans & Vines.
Friuli, Italy, $20
Rather than the familiar crisp and refreshing style of pinot grigio, this example is ripe and mouth-filling, with flavors of apples and pears. It grew on me, grabbing more of my attention with each sip. ABV: 12.5 percent. BW: 510 grams (Average).
Imported by Taub Family Selections. Distributed locally by RNDC.
Prices are approximate. For availability, check Wine.com, Wine-searcher.com and the websites and social media feeds of the wineries, importers, distributors, and your favorite local wine store. You can also ask your local retailer to order wines from the distributors listed. Bottle weight is included, because this is the single most important contributor to wine's carbon footprint. Have wine questions for Dave McIntyre? Send them to Food@washpost.com.
 Good: The wine delivers what it promises at a fair price. If it says chardonnay, it tastes like chardonnay.
 Excellent: A wine with character and added interest. May elevate your eyebrows at the first sip.
 Extraordinary: An exciting wine that stands out from others in its class. Fist-pumping, table-thumping good.
 Sublime: Otherworldly. May have you thinking, "So this is what they were talking about."
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Why designers are using laminate in kitchens again
Plus five other budget-friendly kitchen finishes that pros love.
By Kathryn O'Shea-Evans | 2024-05-30
When designer Lathem Gordon of the Atlanta firm GordonDunning bought the house that she shares with her family in Decatur, Ga., its kitchen had black laminate countertops fringed with a stainless steel perimeter. "When we first walked in, I thought, 'Well, that's going,'" she recalls. And then something funny happened: After Gordon began tweaking things around the existing counters, such as the cabinetry color and hardware, and installing an inexpensive ceramic tile backsplash, the black laminate became a winner. "As I started to work through the design process and changed other things, they strangely seemed to be just fine," she says.
Gordon is among many designers who have recently kept, installed or just found themselves gravitating toward finishes in the kitchen that might typically be thought of as lower-end. Often when you're working with a tight budget, plain and basic materials can look more elevated than something fussy yet cheap, and are more durable and long-lasting to boot. "Labor costs are generally fixed, so you can save money by selecting more approachable materials," says Houston-based designer Mary Patton.
Here, designers share the budget-friendly materials that, applied correctly, can look anything but.
Laminate countertops tend to conjure visions of the orange and avocado green cookspace in "The Brady Bunch," but the latest iterations are challenging those tired perceptions. "Formica just came out with a new collection for 2024 called Living Impressions," says Hannah Goldberg of D.C.-based Hannah Charlotte Interiors. "They're really upping their game on the beautiful imagery that they're able to print on the laminate, and they have also come out with a complete collection of edge profiles." Stone-mimicking options include Fractured Marble, Prosecco Quartzite and Hazelnut Travertine.

Designer Lathem Gordon opted to keep the existing black laminate countertops in her own Decatur, Ga. kitchen, after making other tweaks such as changing the cabinet color and adding an inexpensive ceramic tile backsplash. (Emily J Followill)


Formica has also rectified a long-standing aesthetic bugaboo with laminate. "In the past, you always had that square mitered corner with a little brown edge, which was the brown paper of the laminate, and now you don't have that at all," Goldberg says. The designer also appreciates that it's an antimicrobial surface, pointing out: "They've used it in doctor's offices forever."
Jennifer Gilmer, of Jennifer Gilmer Kitchen & Bath in Chevy Chase, Md., has turned toward this new generation of laminate for some of her client projects, noting that laminate cabinets can save 10 to 15-percent over real wood veneer. "It's a much higher quality than the laminates from the past," she writes via email. "Since high pressure laminate uses many layers in its production, it's possible to create textures that mimic the feel of real wood." She adds that while it's not more durable than stone on a countertop, it is more durable as a vertical surface such as a cabinet front. "It's very impact resistant and cannot stain."
This groovy paneling is for more than just chair rails. "You can always use a beadboard as a backsplash," Gordon says. "It can be painted; it can be sealed with a semigloss or gloss finish; it can be stained. It can really go timeless and classic and really fit into almost any kitchen style you want." Bonus: It adds both texture and architectural lines. Home Depot currently has MDF beadboard on offer for $27.98 for an 8-by-4-foot panel, making it a mere 87 cents per square foot.

Designer Jeanne Barber swears by Silgranit sinks. While they cost about the same as typical porcelain, she says their extreme durability makes them a much better value. (Lam Photography)


Jeanne Barber of West Hartford, Conn., firm Camden Grace Interiors has a thing for Silgranit sinks. Starting at about $500, these aren't exactly inexpensive, but given their extreme durability, Barber argues they're one of the best values around. Typical porcelain sinks cost roughly the same amount, but unlike Silgranit, they can chip and discolor.
"I love introducing my clients to these sinks," Barber writes via email. "The Blanco Silgranit sinks are the things dreams are made of -- no staining, no scratching and affordable." Barber likes that their granite composite surface isn't porous (so it's scratch-proof, stain-proof and hygienic); you can plop a scalding pan in it and it won't leave a mark. "I used a farmhouse one in my own kitchen and chose the color Anthracite to match my soapstone-looking counters," she says. "Zero cons."
If you're interested in a premium stone slab, such as calacatta marble imported from Italy, man-made quartz counters can provide a lot of the same benefits (including a largely stone makeup) at a lesser price. "Quartz has been around for a long time, and it's still the best value for a solid surface countertop that's most like real stone," Gilmer says.
That being said, designers do have a few suggestions about maximizing its look. Designer Tami Ramsay of Cloth + Kind, with offices in Athens, Ga., and Ann Arbor, Mich., avoids surfaces that are meant to mimic an actual stone, such as a veined marble. "I would really advise against that," Ramsay says, because she feels it's difficult to capture veining in an authentic way. "The key to making something that you don't want to spend a lot of money on still look higher-end is to just stick with something that's plain."

A kitchen by Jennifer Gilmer Kitchen & Bath, in which the fridge and adjacent cabinetry were paneled in metallic laminate that looks high-end, without the price tag of real stainless steel. (Bob Narod)


Gilmer has paneled refrigerators and their surrounding cabinetry with gleaming metallic laminates that look very high-end without the accompanying price tag. (You can buy a stainless steel wall panel for $13.46 per square foot, while a laminate stainless steel sheet in a satin finish is $3 per square foot.) "I've been using laminates [from Chemetal.com] that look like stainless steel," says Gilmer. "Brass or bronze is popular now, and this can make a great backsplash."
Ramsay touts Wilsonart's metallic laminates in particular. "They have a variety of metal finishes that we have used for countertops when we do kind of commercial spaces that are extremely durable and very cleanable surfaces that can take a harsh cleanser. They have a finish that looks almost like zinc."

Designer Tami Ramsay of Cloth + Kind says plain subway tile is still among her go-to picks for homeowners looking to save. "You can use it in a variety of different types of patterns, and there are lots of different colors." (Robert Peterson)


"I'm almost embarrassed to say it because it's been used a gazillion times, but honestly, subway tile," says Ramsay, when asked which swaps are worth considering for affordability in a kitchen revamp. "Subway tile at Home Depot is like $1.27 a square foot. I mean, it's insanely affordable. You can use it in a variety of different types of patterns, and there are lots of different colors." Patton often looks for the glass version. "A really good hack is the clear glass, white-backed subway tile," she says. "It adds another level of dimension."
In her Decatur cookspace, Gordon installed a more affordable spin on zellige for her backsplash. "I am very far from a chef ... so it was not the space that I wanted to pour money, but I wanted it to be durable and look nice," she says. "And so we went with a really inexpensive version of what we jokingly call the 'Weebledy Wobbledy White Tile,' from Floor & Decor." Like handmade Moroccan zellige, it has an uneven texture that catches the light, but for a fraction of the price, at 99 cents per 3-by-12-inch piece. By comparison, real zellige from Zia Tile costs $1.51 for a 2-by-6-inch piece. It adds up fast.
Kathryn O'Shea-Evans is a design and travel writer in Colorado.
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2-ingredient German schorle is the effortless summer drink we need
With two simple ingredients -- wine or juice plus sparkling mineral water -- the Germans have long enjoyed summer refreshment.
By Kara Elder | 2024-05-30

German schorle, a low-alcohol summer sipper, made (from left) with cherry juice, apple juice, rose and riesling mixed with mineral water. (Rey Lopez for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post )


Summer's imminent arrival brings with it a need for something chilled, carbonated and, above all, easy. It's hard to deny the restorative powers of Italy's spritz, Spain's tinto de verano or a cold draft beer. But it took a recent trip back to Germany, where I lived for five years, to remind me that in a country famous for brewing, it's the lesser-known effervescent beverage that offers peak relief. To be truly effortless, look to the schorle, in which a mere two ingredients -- wine or juice plus sparkling mineral water -- unite to make the ideal summer sip.
"Here in our region, it's like a daily drink," said Joachim Wegner, the winemaker at Weingut Wegner in Bad Durkheim, near the Rhine River in southwest Germany. "If you go to Bavaria, it's beer. But here, especially at festivities, the article number one is schorle."
While the ratio of wine to water is up to the drinker, when sold by an establishment, by law, schorle (pronounced "SHORE-luh") must be at least 51 percent wine. "But we also have customers who say they want less wine," he said. With lunch earlier that day, he'd made one with 10 percent wine, "just to give the water some aroma."
Wine is not the only beverage that takes well to the schorle treatment -- you'll also find them made with a variety of juices. "It's basically the nonalcoholic drink of Germany," said Berlin-based author Luisa Weiss, whose next cookbook, "Classic German Cooking," comes out in October. Even at a biergarten, you'll see adults ordering an apfelschorle, a mixture of apple juice and sparkling water. "It's refreshing, it's thirst-quenching, it's isotonic," Weiss said.
Simple though it may be, with only two ingredients, the selection of both matters. The wine or juice should be one you enjoy drinking plain; if you add water to a mediocre beverage, you're only making it last longer. The water, too, needs to be relatively flavorless, though its minerals and carbonation will affect the overall flavor of the schorle.
"I sometimes think that people -- customers, producers -- think we can take any wine and make a schorle of it," Wegner said. "But this is a totally wrong attitude, because the problem is a good schorle needs always a good wine, but not high-end wine." In Germany's Palatinate region, a dry, acidic riesling is the quintessential choice; rose is also common. "But we, too, like to drink a schorle with sauvignon blanc, for example," said Wegner, who added that some international wines, such as vinho verde, are worth trying, too.
The wine should be fruity, acidic and aged in stainless steel tanks, not wood (mineral water can bring out off flavors when mixed with wood barrel-aged wine), and they should be relatively low in alcohol content. "Not a wine with 13 or 14 percent alcohol, this is not the wine for Schorle," Wegner said. Also important: temperature. "Schorle has to be cold, refrigerated," he said. "At fests we start at 4 to 5 degrees Centigrade," or around 40 degrees Fahrenheit. You can use ice if you must, he said, just be sure it's made with filtered water.
In a juice schorle, apple is the classic. "It's refreshing, and the acidity goes well with the mineral water," Weiss said. For a special treat, she recommends black currant or, if you can find it, rhubarb.
"I was at a clinic earlier this year, and in the communal kitchen they had an array of juices and mineral water, like that's the standard offering," Weiss added. "There was tea, coffee and a schorle bar. It's very German."
When choosing a water, you can pick out your preferred bubbly -- of the brands widely available in American markets, I liked Gerolsteiner (German) and Topo Chico (Mexican) when mixed with a fruity, dry rose -- but to really understand how mineral waters affect wine, it helps to ask a water expert.

Winemaker Joachim Wegner, left, with his son Philipp Wegner at Weingut Wegner in Bad Durkheim, near the Rhine River in southwest Germany. (Melanie Hubach)


Typical minerals include calcium, magnesium, sodium, potassium and sulfates, and each plays a role in a schorle. "Calcium can give a smoother mouthfeel and enhance the sweetness of a wine; it would also help balance acidity in wine or juice," said Anistacia Barrak-Barber, a water sommelier based in Colorado. "Magnesium gives a subtle bitterness, and it can enhance the perception of sweetness in the wine." Sodium adds saltiness and balances sweetness. "Potassium would affect the mouthfeel of the whole beverage, give it more body or texture, and it would feel more round and smooth," she said. And sulfates could lend a bitter taste. "If you were mixing a wine with a lot of tannins and the water had a lot of sulfates, it might go super bitter on you," she said.
As with the wine or juice, acidity in the water (based on the pH scale, where 1 to 6.9 is acidic, 7 to 7.1 is neutral, 7.1 to 14 is alkaline) is also worth consideration. "Alkaline water can taste slippery in your mouth; it has a smooth, soft feeling," Barrak-Barber said. "With acidic, you'll get those sour, bitter, metallic kind of flavors."
Germany boasts hundreds of water brands, available not only with or without bubbles, but in varying degrees of bubble strength. "Another 'rule' would be matching the level of the carbonation in the water to the wine's acidity," Barrak-Barber said. "High acid wine can handle more carbonation without becoming too acidic or tart." Gerolsteiner and Topo Chico both fall under the bold carbonation category, which are like "large, loud fireworks in your mouth," Barrak-Barber said.
Grocery stores carry the big brands, but check out the options at international markets and on websites such as salaciousdrinks.com, which also provides information on mineral contents. You could also seek out local-to-you waters, sourced from springs owned by small companies who practice responsible land stewardship. Avoid plastic bottles, which can leach chemicals (and disagreeable taste) into water.
Wegner, the winemaker, recommends a water with strong enough bubbles to last once mixed. I found that Mountain Valley, Purely Sedona and Mineragua, while each enjoyable on their own, didn't hold their carbonation long enough once I added wine to the glass.
The most important thing to keep in mind when mixing a schorle: It's all up to your tastes. Try a few different wines, juices and waters -- starting with a 50-50 ratio -- to find what you like, and revel in the fact that with only two ingredients, you've got a complex, refreshing drink to sip all summer long.
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Spicy air fryer chicken with bacon and dates is a breezy weeknight meal
This 25-minute chicken dinner recipe takes inspiration from the "devils on horseback" appetizer.
By Julia Turshen | 2024-05-30

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post )


My day-to-day cooking (which is my day-to-day life) has gotten so much easier since my air fryer entered the kitchen. I'm usually skeptical of trendy appliances, but a few years ago, I decided to just go ahead and get one to see what all the fuss was about.
Turns out, the hype was deserved. I adore this appliance so much that I wrote a veritable love letter to it a couple of years ago. I use it all the time, especially for vegetables, and I continue to get a kick out of its ability to cook things quickly without much mess.
I recently realized that I'm 11 weeks into writing this column and haven't yet shared an air-fryer-specific recipe. Today, that changes, with a fun recipe for spicy chicken with bacon and dates. It's inspired by "devils on horseback," the retro appetizer of bacon-wrapped dates, and it's a quick dinner that pairs salty and sweet flavors, and can of course still be made if you don't have an air fryer.
If you're on the fence about getting one, let me tell you a bit more about why I love using mine. First, I don't think of it as a fryer. In fact, I think the name "air fryer" is incredibly misleading. This gadget doesn't fry anything. It's a compact convection oven. (But that doesn't sound as catchy as "air fryer.") Knowing this helps us understand what an air fryer is capable of: heating up quickly (and not heating up your kitchen), and roasting things at a high heat with a strong fan that circulates that air very well. And because the device is the cooking vessel, cleanup is minimal.
Get the recipe: Air Fryer Spicy Chicken With Bacon and Dates
I will say the drawbacks are threefold: 1. You cannot cook a lot of food at one time. No air fryer I know of can hold the same amount of food that one or two sheet pans can hold in a regular oven. This is a nonissue for someone like me, who regularly cooks for only two people, but it's probably an issue for larger households. 2. Air fryers take up quite a bit of counter space. 3. They're loud. When I use mine, it does sort of sound like a tiny plane is flying through my kitchen.

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post )


Yet I'm okay with those faults, because the benefits, in my opinion, far outweigh them. It's so easy to use, food cooks quickly, and everything gets nice and browned and crisp, which is how I love most things. Air frying is so simple that I once thought about writing an air fryer cookbook, but then I realized all the instructions would be the same: Heat the air fryer to 400 degrees and cook for about 15 minutes, shaking the basket halfway through. That's how I make everything in it. (Of course, that hasn't stopped plenty of other people from putting out appliance-specific cookbooks.)
This chicken dinner is a great example of the ease, speed and delight of air frying.
Get the recipe: Air Fryer Spicy Chicken With Bacon and Dates
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Ask Sahaj: Second-generation American feels small in White workplace
A second-generation Indian American feels like they're "fading into the background" at work.
By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2024-05-30

(Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


Dear Sahaj: I am a second-generation Indian American. I have noticed that my culture has socialized me to make myself smaller, more palatable and more available with my time and energy, to an uncomfortable extent. This is a big contrast to my White co-workers, who seem to carry themselves with much more confidence and self-respect and with less worry for negative consequences.
At work, I feel that my White co-workers get much more credit for the work they do by other staff, while I end up fading into the background even though I have completed equal if not more work. This makes me feel invisible, and I'm having a lot of trouble navigating this. I don't want to lose my personal morals and ethics, and I want to continue being courteous and kind; however, it seems like I need a completely different persona to survive in a majority-White environment.
-- Struggling
Struggling: As an Indian American, you may have been socialized to embrace people-pleasing behaviors, but that isn't the whole story here. There are also systems stacked against you. Compared with their White peers, Asian Americans receive less support and experience lower inclusion at work. In fact, out of all racial groups,   Asians feel least included in the workplace. Of course there is room for you to improve your situation, but this isn't all the result of your own shortcomings.
Dealing with these diametrically opposed values and norms at home and at work can create a split sense of self. I encourage you to really consider and parse how you can show up at work and still be true to a version of yourself. You don't have to be the same person in every situation -- at work and at home. You can, instead, be driven by your values and still discern how much of yourself to give, or how you can allow yourself to evolve.
Asian Americans are often stereotyped as polite, submissive, hard-working -- albeit doers not leaders -- because of the model-minority myth. While this is something you seem to be encountering at work, it can also be a mind-set you have internalized. What has led you to believe that speaking up means you're being unkind? What have you been taught about taking up space? Have your immigrant parents' or elders' survival tools -- like leaning into invisibility or a fear of seeming ungrateful -- permeated into your professional life?
These coping skills can become norms, but this is something you can unlearn. And unlearning them doesn't mean you're becoming a different person. Instead, try seeing your ability to speak up, self-advocate or set professional boundaries as an act of resistance. Practice stepping out of your comfort zone, first in small ways. This could look like trying new things, taking on new tasks for skill-building and saying no. Be proactive in taking up development opportunities when they arise. Practice strategies for speaking up in safe relationships to build tolerance for the uncomfortable.
Consider keeping a work log where you detail accomplishments and tasks. You can reference this log when you have conversations about your performance, and it can also give you perspective on all you are doing to clarify if you can or should scale back in certain areas.
Find allies in the workplaces through affinity groups or an employee resource group. A mentor you respect who works outside of your organization could also be helpful. These relationships can be a balm to help you feel less alone, brainstorm communication strategies and learn more about opportunities you may have.
As I mentioned previously, this is a systemic problem, not a you problem. But it does make advocating for yourself in the workplace much more difficult. While the invisibility you feel may be due to impostor syndrome -- something people of color experience more frequently and intensely -- try to find the agency you do have within the systems you work.
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A Black farmer in South Carolina cultivates culture, history -- and rice
Rice farmer Rollen Chalmers has been integral to the region's heritage-grains revival, and now chefs and home cooks are becoming loyal customers. 
By Caroline Hatchett | 2024-05-30
HARDEEVILLE, S.C. -- In late October, Marion "Rollen" Chalmers stood next to a rice field ringed by pines and palm trees. He pointed out roseate spoonbills as the birds launched from their perches, trails left by alligators' tails as they crisscrossed a dike, and, with clear satisfaction, to new growth sprouting from Carolina Gold rice stems. The farmer had harvested the field more than a month earlier, but he did not uproot the plants. So after re-flooding and fertilizing, a second crop, known as the ratoon, had started to emerge.
"These fields are just like they would have been in the 17th or 18th century," says Chalmers, 60, a fourth-generation rice farmer whose Lowcountry roots stretch back hundreds of years.

Chalmers on his tractor. 


Plenty of Americans have eaten rice grown by Chalmers -- even if they don't know it. Chalmers is a longtime collaborator with Glenn Roberts, founder of Anson Mills and champion of heirloom grains, and for close to two decades, he has worked in the background of South Carolina's rice revival. The farmer grows organic rice, among other crops, at Turnbridge Plantation, where Richard Schulze Sr. resurrected nutty, aromatic Carolina Gold rice in the late 1980s.
Get the recipe: Carolina Gold Rice Grits Risotto With Mushrooms
More than a sower of seeds, Chalmers works as a fixer, research grower, hydrologist, woodsman, field and fence builder, and ancestral knowledge keeper. "There's not one farm we have with rice on, and we have a lot of them, that Rollen hasn't been to and advised on," Roberts says.
In spring 2023, Chalmers added another title to his multi-hyphenate CV: rice seller. With his wife, Frances, Chalmers launched Rollen's Raw Grains, his own line of rice, peas and grits sold online, at farmers markets and at the couple's Hardeeville storefront. "For years, I kept thinking about doing something like this, but I get involved in so many other projects," Chalmers says of his later-in-life public debut. "It's a big accomplishment."
The previously unsung farmer now has chef fans (BJ Dennis, Pierre Thiam, Bernard Bennett and Mashama Bailey, among others) and a growing number of loyal home cooks, and for Chalmers, the state's most visible Black rice farmer, each pot he fills is a quiet triumph of culture.

Chalmers prepares to sow the seeds to begin growing rice. 


Rice made South Carolina planters rich. By 1774, the coastal region exported some 66 million pounds annually of the grain, all sowed and harvested by enslaved workers in treacherous fields infested with water moccasins and mosquitoes. Plantation owners sought out West Africans, in particular, for their skill in growing and processing rice. "Enslaved Africans taught Americans how to grow rice," says Bailey, chef and co-owner of the Grey in nearby Savannah, Ga. Posters for Lowcountry slave auctions advertised workers from the "Windward and Rice Coast," as well as a "gang of 25" "accustomed to Sea Island cotton and rice culture."
After the Civil War, many planters sold or abandoned their land, and South Carolina's commercial rice farming faded in the face of mechanization (the region's sticky pluff mud is not kind to tractors), labor shortages and outside competition. By the time Chalmers started farming rice, the fields that fueled the state's antebellum economy had largely become ghosts, earthen memories pressed into the landscape. To see them now, researchers use aerial photography and lidar, an advanced type of imaging, to map fields' man-made boundaries.
But rice culture was tended all along by the Gullah Geechee people, descendants of enslaved West Africans, who, after emancipation, stayed put in the Southeast's marshlands and sea islands. Up until the 1940s, Chalmers's maternal grandmother grew and milled rice for home consumption, for survival. "Everybody from around this area, especially African Americans, had a small rice field of their own after slavery ended," Chalmers says. "But you couldn't tell that they're fields today. They're all grown up with trees."
Chalmers says he believes members of his grandparents' generation stopped farming rice when they could no longer source seeds. Frances Chalmers suspects that when folks got factory and pulp mill jobs, they no longer had time to farm on the side. They could also afford store-bought rice, a show of rising family fortunes. "To grow your own rice was considered low class, low rent. It was a pejorative," Roberts says.
Those associations to slavery and poverty, to subsistence rather than abundance, helped bury the history of Lowcountry rice farming -- even for modern acolytes like Rollen Chalmers.

Chalmers working in his rice fields. 


In fall 2022, Chalmers got a phone call from Mary Socci, archaeologist for the Palmetto Bluff Conservancy. Over the centuries, the land on which Palmetto Bluff sits has hosted Native American settlements, antebellum plantations, Northern industrialist retreats and a hunting club. It's now a luxury resort and residence, framed by moss-draped oaks and the saltwater May River. Guests cross over a former rice dike when they drive into the main entrance.
Socci invited Chalmers to Palmetto Bluff, ostensibly to talk to the farmer about installing a rice field, but also to confirm a hunch. Earlier in the year, she attended a rice culture lecture by Chalmers and couldn't help but wonder whether he was connected to gravestones she's charged with tending. Over lunch, Socci asked about his family history in the area, and after the meal, she told Chalmers she had something else to show him. They drove a short distance to a cemetery, and she ushered Chalmers through the small gate. "Right there, clear as day, I see 'Maria Chalmers, wife of William Chalmers,'" recalls Chalmers. "I was so stunned. I couldn't move. I couldn't talk."
Because of slavery, it's exceedingly rare for Black Americans to be able to trace their ancestry before the Civil War. But Bluffton, S.C., plantation owners John J. Cole and Esther Caroline Corley Cole kept a family Bible in which the names of children born into slavery were inscribed. "They recorded the birth of this baby girl named Maria," Socci says, "and Maria's birthday matches the birth date on the headstone."
Socci explained that Maria was Chalmers's great-grandmother. In 1871, she married William, who was raised in Bluffton, and the couple had four children: Errol, Sarah, Sabina and William, Chalmers's grandfather. "It's unbelievable," says Chalmers, whose paternal grandfather died young of an injury suffered while clearing a just-purchased plot of farmland. In his family, "no one knew anything about them."

Chalmers talks with local chef Roosevelt Brownlee at Rollen's Raw Grains. 



Some of the rice farmer's products. 


Socci also found in the 1880 Agricultural Census that William Sr., then 27, rented four acres inside what's now Palmetto Bluff, and that year, he and Maria grew 108 pounds of rice. "To have Rollen connected to this land in this way, and then to know that he's carrying on this tradition, is extraordinary," Socci says.
Chalmers now has a stand at the Palmetto Bluff farmers market, and the resort's chefs have added his rice to their menus. Cassie Beato, the resort's naturalist, shares Chalmers's story on hikes and eco-tours she leads.
"I've seen people get chills hearing his story and have really emotional experiences meeting him," Bailey says about Chalmers. She has also brought her team from the Grey to Hardeeville to connect with Chalmers and learn about Lowcountry rice culture.
Rice, Bailey says, is the foundation of her cooking. "I grew up on it. I love cooking it; we ate it every day growing up."

A view of Turnbridge Plantation. 


Likewise, Frances Chalmers, who grew up in Hardeeville, remembers rice on the table at nearly every meal. If there were leftovers, her mother formed them into patties and fried them for breakfast. In addition to pots of white rice, Chalmers family favorites include red rice, chicken bog, chicken and rice, and hoppin' John -- all dishes from the Gullah Geechee canon of perloos (also spelled purloo, perlo, pilau and pilaf).
But Rollen Chalmers's aromatic Carolina Gold and Charleston Gold grains don't need much doctoring. "Just chop off a piece of butter, drop it on it, and stir around a little bit. You just sit there and eat it with a fork. This is good stuff," he says.
What has surprised Chalmers most is the popularity of rice grits, or middlins. "It's the hot thing with all the chefs," he says. When milling rice, any broken grains get separated and sifted out; in the days of slavery, these castoffs went to animals and enslaved workers. Even with modern milling technology, 10 to 15 percent of Chalmers's harvest cracks into middlins. However, he sells these "seconds" as rice grits for a higher price than whole grains. At home, Frances Chalmers likes to turn the grits into a creamy risotto with chicken stock, parmesan and mushrooms.

Chef Chris Meenan and his wife, Ericka Phillips, host Frances and Rollen Chalmers for dinner at Dottie's Market Savannah in Savannah, Ga. The restaurant uses Rollen's rice grits for some of its dishes. 



A crab rice dish created by Meenan includes Chalmers's rice grits. 


Rollen's Raw Grains is bigger than food, though. In May 2023, when Chalmers's Carolina Gold rice plants stood just a few inches tall, he posted a video to Instagram with the text "POV: Living out your ancestors wildest dreams."
He and Frances self-financed Rollen's Raw Grains. They own family land, originally purchased during the Jim Crow era, and they're training their daughter, Maranda Chalmers-Walker, and her husband, Randy, to eventually take over the family rice business.
At Turnbridge Plantation, now owned by Richard Schulze Jr., enslaved men carved rice fields out of wetlands, and centuries later, Chalmers -- with the help of a bulldozer, tractor and excavator -- restored them.
As he walked those fields, Chalmers's cellphone interrupted the relative calm of the farm five times in one hour: a burst pipe needed fixing, someone's boat needed moving.
Later, a budding crawfish farmer stopped by the store to see when Chalmers might want to grow rice in symbiosis with his crustaceans. Chalmers talked about upcoming research with Clemson University on salt-tolerant rice, the benefits of which could help farmers as far afield as Bangladesh. "I'll tell you, I get into a little bit of everything," Chalmers says. "But this rice growing, I enjoy it. I enjoy watching it grow and producing seeds for the next year."

Carolina Gold Rice Grits Risotto With Mushrooms. See link below to recipe. (Scott Suchman for The Washington Post)



Chalmers at Turnbridge Plantation. 


Get the recipe: Carolina Gold Rice Grits Risotto With Mushrooms
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Ask Amy: My friend is way too clingy. I wish we had never met.
Her friend is very clingy and thinks they're best friends, but this letter writer is uncomfortable and wants out.
By Amy Dickinson | 2024-05-30
Dear Amy: I am a 45-year-old married woman with three children. I volunteer for a nonprofit organization and through this work I met a nice older woman (58) in this group. "Carol" was very nice, but over the past two years, she's become very attached to me. This makes me uncomfortable.
She messages me over Facebook every morning and every night, and texts me multiple times a day. Carol stops by unannounced and is very much in my space. She is very touchy. She says I'm her best friend and that she loves me, but I don't even think of her that way at all. She sends extravagant gifts to me and my family frequently.
I'm trying to be nice; I don't want to hurt her. But other than the nonprofit, we have nothing in common. I kind of feel uncomfortable around her. She gets angry when I don't respond to her and messages my children, telling them I'm "shutting her out." That's crossing the line. I just don't know what to do.
I just wish I had never met her. Help!
-- Concerned
Concerned: This is concerning. You don't say how old your children are or how well they know "Carol," but she should not be sending messages to them at all -- and certainly not as a way to get to you.
You need to convey to her that it is necessary for you to have stronger boundaries with her and that she needs to respect them. Tell her, "I've enjoyed working with you, but I am not going to move forward in friendship outside of our work together. I'm feeling crowded. I don't feel comfortable with you stopping by the house or sending gifts to us. My spouse and I don't want adults to contact our children without our permission. I'm asking you to respect these boundaries."
I suggest seeing if she can respect your wishes before blocking her contact across platforms. You should speak with your supervisor to let them know that you're trying to handle this situation. You might ask not to have your hours overlap with Carol's. Save and print out any unwanted contact from Carol, and if she escalates, you may also have to escalate your response by considering a no-contact order.
Dear Amy: I am wondering if I should intervene for a friend and neighbor who appears to be being taken advantage of by her daughter and granddaughter. "Edna" and "Max" retired eight years ago. (Edna is the neighborhood piano teacher. Many children and adults have benefited from her lessons.)
Shortly after Max passed away seven years ago, Edna's divorced, unemployed daughter, "Lara," moved in with her. Now, Lara's unemployed daughter (Edna's granddaughter) has moved in bringing her four young children with her.
The last time I saw Edna, she was crying and said that her daughter and granddaughter are sponging off of her, spending her Social Security, and because the unruly children are allowed to scream, fight, and wail incessantly, she's had to give up her piano clients. She said her daughter has talked her into a reverse mortgage so she and her granddaughter can have access to more of her money. She says she is a prisoner in her room. I provided my advice -- kick them all out!
Last week, I knocked on her door and her daughter turned me away, saying Edna has dementia symptoms and cannot talk to neighbors or go outside the house. I don't buy it. I am worried about Edna but do not want to be a busybody. Your advice?
-- Worried
Worried: You should intervene, and do so quickly. "Just kick them out" is not practical advice when the abuse has progressed to this extent. "Edna" is trapped. You should do a search for "Adult Protective Services" in your county and report this abuse immediately.
I would also call the police and request a "wellness check" on this very vulnerable elder. This is not being a busybody. This is being a good friend.
Dear Amy: I'm responding to "Dissed Sib," who felt it was unfair that certain family members received more financial help from their mother than others had. This happened in my family, and my mom's response was: "Fair does not always mean equal."
-- Always Miss My Mom
Always: I've heard from many readers who report similar pearls of wisdom delivered by parents during their childhoods. Teaching this to children while they're growing up will prevent resentment later.
(c) 2024 by Amy Dickinson. Distributed by Tribune Content Agency.
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Carolyn Hax: It's 'emasculating' to question husband on how he spends her money?
She's the surprise breadwinner, and when she questions husband's spending, she's told she's "using my money against" him.

By Carolyn Hax | 2024-05-30

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


Adapted from an online discussion.
Dear Carolyn: I feel stuck and unable to communicate with my husband without breaking some unwritten rule about masculinity.
I have been married for five years and have a new baby. When we got married, we never expected my career to take off, but it did -- and despite my frugality, my husband used our joint wealth to make many purchases I was not comfortable with that seemingly turned out to be good investments.
Nonetheless, I feel very uncomfortable with the way he is spending our money. Yet every time I bring up the fact that our money is made by me and that my career is not reliable, my husband and family members tell me I am being emasculating and using my money against my husband.
How do I tell everyone that I am just being honest about our financial stability, and not trying to be condescending to my husband? As soon as I say I make the money and it is not secure, I get shut down for saying that I make the money. It's infuriating, and I don't want us to go into a financial hole to protect male fragility.
Please give me the right words to not put my family in a financial hole because the person who makes the money isn't allowed to talk about the practicalities of their career.
-- Lady Boss?
Lady Boss?: Oh, for fox's sake. Is there a worse word, or concept, than "emasculating"? It basically says there's verbal consensus (which there isn't) that the genders must work in concert toward preserving the standing of men.
How 'bout we just value people, people?
Anyway.
You have a voice problem more than anything. As in, you do not have an equal voice in your marital finances. So take the ego fragility out of it entirely.
It is time to insist on an equal voice in your marital finances.
If he refuses, then it's time to insist on separate accounts. He either enters good-faith discussions with you about sharing the money and the responsibility for spending it, or your pay starts going directly into your own account while you assess the marriage. That's scorched earth, but better that than your savings and your trust.
As for the terminology/wording/whatever, I don't see why you can't just say, "My career is not reliable, so I want safer investments," or just, "I want to make these decisions together." No need to keep putting the fine point on your making all the cash.
Readers' thoughts:
* Also, why is your family commenting on your finances? I would put them on an information diet. This should be between just you and your spouse. And if he's sharing this info with them, I'd ask him to stop. If he continues, that's interesting.
* My husband and I are married to each other now, instead of to the people we were married to 10 years ago, because we both found it impossible to stay legally and emotionally connected to people who were okay with using joint resources -- in both our cases, also largely earned by ourselves -- for their own selfish purposes. There can be no emotional security with someone you can't trust to be fair, and there can be no financial security with someone who spends your money out from under you.
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Miss Manners: I lost a lot of weight because of my cancer treatment
He lost a lot of weight because of cancer treatment. How does he tell that to his friends who ask why he looks "fantastic"?
By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2024-05-30
Dear Miss Manners: I'm a 63-year-old man who previously weighed considerably more than I do now. I currently appear to be very healthy, and look the best I have in at least 30 years.
When people approach me to say how fantastic I look after not having seen me in a while, the quizzing begins almost immediately: Did you diet, exercise, have surgery, what? Then inevitably, there we are, in line at the coffee shop, talking about my cancer. I really don't mind that people know, but I need a softer delivery than I've been using, which is some version of, "I've endured a brutal two-year cancer treatment that saved my life. How are the kids?"
I'm ultimately left feeling like a bit of a fraud after accepting all the compliments on my appearance. Should I simply say "thank you" and carry on, or can you suggest something more graceful that might benefit both parties? It's worth noting that a simple "thank you" has rarely been effective at shutting down the line of questioning.
An additional downside of looking healthy while actually being very sick is that it often creates barriers to care. For example, medical providers at the ER often don't believe me when I'm describing my horrific symptoms. I'd love to add some grace to those obnoxious discussions.
That this happens at all is, to put it mildly, disheartening, and that it happens with medical professionals is disgraceful.
Miss Manners understands the people in question to be, for the most part, acquaintances, not friends -- they remember your prior appearance, but you have not seen them in some time. The response you are seeking is a somber and simple, "In fact, I've been extremely ill" without elaboration. The gracious response -- not that you should expect to hear it often -- is, "Oh, I'm so sorry."
Dear Miss Manners: A Chilean friend of mine told me that he once spoke in Spanish to a store clerk, who mumbled something about "gringos." My friend took this to mean that the clerk thought he was a gringo showing off his bad Spanish. I've been studying Spanish for years, but I'll never be fluent in it (my brain is too old). So I'm hesitant to initiate speaking in Spanish with someone whose English may be better than my Spanish.
Either way seems rude -- not speaking in Spanish when you can, or being presumptuous about the other person's ability to speak English. I want to be polite!
It should not surprise you to hear that the answer will depend on the language and the country. Depending on your knowledge of both, you can adapt your preparation and behavior to get the best results. In some countries, making an effort to speak the local language is taken as a compliment and therefore makes up for minor defects in accent or grammar. In others, accent is more important than grammar. And in at least one country Miss Manners can think of, not speaking the local language perfectly is taken as a personal affront, if not an indication of imbecility.
Surprisingly, the levels of tourism enjoyed by the above countries do not directly correlate with the locals' behavior. In extremis, watch what other people are doing.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2024 Judith Martin
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Chipotle portions haven't shrunk, company says after TikTok backlash
The Mexican fast-casual chain has responded to criticism that it is scaling down its portions by assuring customers that nothing has changed.
By Emily Heil | 2024-05-29

(Steven Senne/AP)


It's been an extra-spicy ride lately for Chipotle, which is riding out a perfect storm of rough social media waves. The recipe for the popular burrito chain's current woes is a complex one, including the simmering discontent that customers are feeling about food prices, viral videos, rapidly spreading rumors, food "hacks" gone wild and a former influencer-collaborator gone rogue.
After a barrage of criticism about what customers claimed were dwindling portion sizes, the company this week had to publicly quash a rumor that diners could get bigger portions simply by taking out their phones and filming Chipotle workers as they prepared their orders. The company also offered to make amends with those who felt they had been skimped.
"There have been no changes in our portion sizes, and we have reinforced proper portioning with our employees," said Laurie Schalow, Chipotle's chief corporate affairs and food safety officer, in a statement emailed to The Washington Post. "If we did not deliver on our value, we want our guests to reach out so we can make it right."
The statement follows increasingly vocal online complaints in recent months from diners about the perceived stinginess of the burrito chain's portions, once thought to be so generous that a crafty orderer could feed themself for days from a single bowl. But things took a big turn when massively influential food reviewer Keith Lee echoed those laments -- and added a few dings of his own -- in a May 3 TikTok review.
Lee, whose mild-mannered delivery and efforts to avoid getting special treatment have distinguished him from a sea of online food reviewers, wields considerable influence, even beyond his 16.3 million TikTok followers. (It's called the Keith Lee effect, and it's real.)
"I used to love Chipotle," he said at the start of the segment, in which he ordered several menu items. "Lately, Chipotle has not hit the same, in my opinion." Things did not get better from there. He struggled to find bits of chicken in his bowl. "See, I don't see no chicken at all," he said as dug around in disappointment, ultimately giving it a 2 out of 10 rating after locating a few lonely chunks. His formerly favorite steak quesadilla got a 2.5 ("tastes like Steak-umms").
What made the criticism sting -- and no doubt ring true to viewers -- was that Lee was previously known to his followers as an enthusiastic Chipotle fan. He even collaborated with the brand last year, with Chipotle introducing a special menu item, the "Keithadilla," which was inspired by a custom order that Lee and fellow TikTok celebrity Alexis Frost had popularized in a viral video series.
The incident only highlights that the sway of social media influencers can cut both ways, says Kate Finley of Belle Communications, who works with both brands and influencers. And she says that if so many customers are noticing the same kind of changes, Chipotle -- or other brands -- should acknowledge it. "If there was a change, they could have used influencers to communicate that change proactively, along with the 'why' behind it," she said.
For Chipotle, the virtual pile-on intensified. Some people called for users to register their displeasure with the company by leaving one-star reviews on its app. Others took their grievances to their local locations, posting videos of themselves starting an order, but walking out of the restaurant midway if they thought the workers behind the counter were not doling out sufficiently generous scoops.
All of this is playing out against a backdrop of customer frustration with rising food costs across the board: at the grocery store, in fast-food drive-throughs and at white-tablecloth restaurants. Rising costs on ingredients, labor and more are to blame, experts note, but the consumer backlash has been vitriolic. In some widely circulated videos, people have been decrying the prices of Big Mac meals, some as high as $18. And although Chipotle insists that its portions have stayed the same, consumers are faced all around with "shrinkflation," a tactic often employed in the food world, where customers pay the same amount for a subtly smaller product.
More trouble for Chipotle came with a new spate of videos about what some were calling a "Chipotle phone hack" or "Chipotle phone rule." It's not clear where it originated, but on TikTok, videos claimed that Chipotle workers had been instructed to mete out larger portions if customers were filming them. Many of the videos showed workers piling food into bowls, which posters took as "proof" of the validity of the rumors.
But stopping a wildfire-like message spreading on TikTok isn't easy, Finley said, particularly among millennials and Gen Zers. "They will speak it like it was in Encyclopaedia Britannica," she said.
Of course, efforts to hack Chipotle orders -- many with the goal of getting the maximum amount of food for the least money -- are practically as old as the company itself, which was founded in 1993 and had spread around the country by the mid-2000s. Its ultra-customizable bowls, burritos and tacos lend themselves to tinkering, after all -- which deal-seeking customers have learned to maximize to their own benefit.
Chipotle did not respond to a request for details about its portion policies. But some people have shared images from an employee guidebook showing standard sizes, including four ounces each of meat, rice and beans.
The chain's human element has long made it a target, too. Workers take customers' orders and prepare them on the spot, so each interaction can be seen as a potential for manipulation. Case in point: According to self-described professional food hacker Anderson Nguyen, one trick is to ask for toppings one at a time. "If you list out every item you want, the worker is already going to preportion every item in their mind and give you less," he says in his video titled "Every Chipotle Hack to Maximize Your Order," which has 9.1 million views on TikTok.
The chain's hackers have been at it for years. One canonical truth among them is that the chain's bowls are the best vehicle for loading up on freebies (just consult this decade-plus-old guide, where it is the No. 2 suggestion, behind offering employees a big smile). But over the years, they've resorted not just to psychological trickery, but also to actual science, at least according to a 2015 BuzzFeed story headlined "This Guy Used Science To Get An 86% Bigger Burrito At Chipotle."
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Can I say something about my niece's homophobic posts? Hax readers give advice.
Should this letter writer say something to a niece who is sharing anti-LGBTQ posts on social media?
By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2024-05-29

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


We asked readers to channel their inner Carolyn Hax and answer this question. Some of the best responses are below.
Hi Carolyn: My 15-year-old niece has started sharing anti-trans and homophobic content on social media. Her parents have been espousing the same kinds of views for years now. I've privately -- and publicly via social media -- tried to engage respectfully but firmly with them over the years and share my perspective on why LGBTQ rights matter. I did so not with the illusion of changing their minds but in the spirit of knowing I've given them accurate information with which they can do what they want.
They've cut off contact with several family members who are gay at this point. I know I would not react well if someone (family or otherwise) tried to tell my kid that his views, or our household's views, were hateful and wrong, but I feel really compelled to say something and acknowledge that this is hurtful and bigoted. I live abroad, and I'm not in touch with my niece or my sister often. That probably makes it even less my place to say anything, but I feel wrong not saying or doing anything at all.
Is it an aunt or uncle's place to try to look out for the moral compass of their nieces and nephews?
-- Stuck Aunt
Stuck Aunt: Since you've already engaged both privately and publicly, any further engagement on the issue sounds likely to drive your sister to cut you off, like she has others. You now have the opportunity to show your support for LGBTQ rights on your own page, along with your clearheaded ability to advocate your position while being respectful to others online. It is not always an easy position to maintain, but it sounds as if your niece needs a better example of how to engage in adult conversations. She might find herself questioning her family's opinions as she gets older, and, if you've kept the door open, she'll be more likely to turn to you when she starts to question her beliefs.
I espoused some pretty ignorant beliefs about being gay when I was younger -- before I eventually came out as a lesbian in a conservative area. I immediately knew who was safe to talk to. My mother, who initially disowned me, also knew whom to talk to when she wanted help finding her way back to me. You never know whom you're going to help by taking the high road.
-- D
Stuck Aunt: It sounds as if you already know the answer here: Your niece and her parents are unlikely to take kindly to your advice and will not be moved by it. It's probably best to let things lie.
If you feel compelled to say something, frame it in terms of protecting your niece's future. The internet is eternal, and she risks experiencing personal and professional blowback based on controversial posts she makes, even years from now.
-- Character Cow
Stuck Aunt: I do think aunts and uncles have a responsibility to speak from their heart to their nieces and nephews -- as long as it's rooted in respect, restraint and relationship. I recommend refraining from social media, which can easily be misread as performative, and write a letter or place a call.
Ask about the niece's feelings, thoughts, friendships -- basically ask about her. Share what you want about your own life. Consider bringing up how your mutual relatives might feel about the particular statements made and about being cut out of her life and vice versa. Anything you can do to make this connection personal rather than political or abstract is likelier to leave you feeling you've done what you can -- and it might have some impact.
-- Pragmatic Idealist
Stuck Aunt: Your niece is young and parroting her parents' beliefs -- they are the biggest influences in her life. You're probably not going to be able to debate or drown them out, but you can be an open door to another point of view whenever she is interested.
If you have a means to contact her directly -- email, text, DM -- consider telling her your view that every human has fundamental and inalienable rights regardless of their gender or sexuality. Tell her if she ever wants a different perspective, you are available to talk without judgment. Maybe she won't take you up on it, but maybe she will.
-- Here
Stuck Aunt: I'm gay, and while my immediate family has been very supportive, many of my cousins, aunts, uncles are very homophobic and often say anti-gay things, both on social media and in person. It hurts every time an immediate family member's response to those comments is simply to change the subject, say something vague or say nothing at all.
As you consider whether to respond to your niece's comments on social media, I'd recommend thinking about the impact her comments have on your LGBTQ relatives and the impact your comments or silence will have on them. Your niece is posting publicly, so a public response from you seems appropriate.
-- Stand Up
Every week, we ask readers to answer a question submitted to Carolyn Hax's live chat or email. Read last week's installment here. New questions are typically posted on Thursdays, with a Monday deadline for submissions. Responses are anonymous unless you choose to identify yourself and are edited for length and clarity.
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9 drink recipes to bring the coffee shop home, including chai and boba
Save money on pricey coffee shop drinks by making them at home.
By Anna Rodriguez | 2024-05-29
When I saw this "three drink theory" going around on social media last year, I immediately related. The theory proposes that the ideal number of beverages to have around is three: "one for hydration, one for energy and one for fun." I used to be pretty content with just a glass of tap water, but over the past few years I've discovered the joy of having a fun little drink by my side. Now, I can barely leave the house without visiting a local coffee shop or browsing the colorful aisles of canned and bottled beverages at the supermarket.
As it turns out, based on the many receipts I find at the bottom of my tote bags, this is a pretty expensive habit. Rather than cutting out my favorite drinks altogether, I've made it my goal to start making more of them at home. Luckily, that's pretty easy to do with the help of these simple recipes. If you don't see your favorite drink here, take a look in our archives of over 10,000 tested and trusted recipes.
Above. Skip the espresso machine and use cold brew coffee to make this coffee shop classic. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


This sparkling citrus drink is the ideal thirst-quencher on a hot day, and it comes together in  minutes. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Citrusy Earl Grey, steamed milk and a homemade lavender syrup join forces in this  warming, floral tea latte. You'll have some leftover lavender syrup, but feel free to double or triple that portion of the recipe so you can easily whip up a cup whenever you want. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


This sweet, aromatic drink can easily be made at home with a spice blend including ginger, cardamom and pepper. The recipe calls for whole or reduced-fat milk, but feel free to use your favorite nondairy milk. Get the recipe.

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


We see your matcha latte and raise you this sparkling delight. It uses creamy coconut milk to marry the flavors of grassy matcha and herbal basil. Get the recipe.

(Stacy Zarin Goldberg for The Washington Post; food styling by Amanda Soto/The Washington Post)


For a more decadent drink, try this thick, chocolaty iced mocha. You can use a store-bought chocolate sauce, or try making one at home with rich, high-quality chocolate. Get the recipe.

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Tapioca pearls, the signature element of bubble tea, can easily be made at home with just a handful of ingredients. Combine with tea, homemade syrup and milk for a sweet and simple boba tea. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Iced black tea is transformed into a sweet, refreshing sipper with the help of ice cubes made from passion fruit and lemon juices. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Carolyn Robb for The Washington Post)


This smoothie is more than just delicious -- it's also packed with protein, fiber and antioxidants. Get the recipe.
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Cooking chat: I'm intimidated by cooking meat. Where do I start?
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.
By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2024-05-30

Baked Chicken Thighs with Butter and Onions (Laura Chase de Formigny for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide personalized answers with practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Here are some questions we answered today:
Looking for more? Read on below:
Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which Julia Turshen shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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Dining chat: Is it safe to return to a favorite restaurant after it was closed by the health department?
Washington Post food critic Tom Sietsema entertains your dining questions, rants and raves.
By Tom Sietsema | 2024-05-29

Every Wednesday at 11 a.m. ET, Tom Sietsema answers your questions about dining out. (The Washington Post)


Thanks for joining my every-Wednesday-at-11 a.m. dining discussion. I'm here to answer your restaurant-related questions and solve your dining dilemmas, like how to best switch tables in the middle of a meal or what to do if the server doesn't pour all the contents of a bottle of wine.
I like to keep the format broad and open; recent chats have touched on tales of misbehaving dogs, how best to switch tables and when to let restaurants know about dietary restrictions.
Got an etiquette question? Want to know where to find a favorite dish? Or where to eat in another city? I aim to field those questions, too, occasionally with an assist from some of the smart chatters who frequent this hour-long discussion.
Meet me here Wednesday at 11 a.m. Eastern. You can find all of my reviews and past chats here.
Send us your question below. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
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Asparagus salad with pickled spring onions is a peak-season delight
Quick-pickled spring onions add crunch, brightness and acidity in this seasonally-inspired salad.
By Ellie Krieger | 2024-05-29

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


Eating with the seasons has real nutritional advantages. It's a seamless way to build variety into your diet, which is important because each fruit and vegetable has its own unique footprint of nutrients and anti-nutrients. When you eat a diverse array of produce, you wind up with a broader spectrum of health-promoting compounds and a reduced risk of getting a meaningful amount of any that could be harmful.
Seasonal produce tends to be picked at its peak of ripeness and is quicker to get from field to plate, so it often tastes better and is more nutrient-dense. Eating seasonally also helps us to experience each stretch of the year more fully and to tune in more closely to the natural world. To me, the most exciting dishes expand that connection, coaxing just-picked produce to tap all the senses.
Get the recipe: Asparagus Salad With Pickled Spring Onions
This recipe brings together quintessential spring ingredients -- asparagus, spring onions and fresh herbs -- in a way that reflects the essence of the season. The spring onions are halved (or quartered, if large), then the layers separated and quick-pickled in red wine vinegar spiked with pomegranate juice, to wind up looking like pretty pink flower petals.
The asparagus is simmered until tender and bright green, then chilled and cut into bite-size pieces.
Those pink pedals and bright green shoots are tossed in a mustardy vinaigrette, then garnished with dill fronds and parsley leaves for a dish that's lovely with anything you might be grilling or as part of a spread of chilled plates.
It's a nourishing bowl of colors, textures and aromas that echo the experience of a walk in the park this time of year -- a way of taking in the best of the season.
Get the recipe: Asparagus Salad With Pickled Spring Onions
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7 tasks for your June home maintenance checklist
Focus your energy this month on chores that will make summer more enjoyable, or that are a lot easier to do before it gets too hot.
By Jeanne Huber | 2024-05-29
Summer officially begins later this month, but there's no penalty for getting started on seasonal home maintenance tasks early. Focus your energy on chores that will make summer more enjoyable, or that are a lot easier to do before it gets too hot.
Dining outdoors is great -- until the mosquitoes attack. Lighting candles may help, but only if you are where the smoke drifts. Slathering yourself or your clothes with insect repellent gets around that issue, but the stuff stinks and who wants to wear pesticide to dinner?
Here are some other suggestions:
Fans perform summertime magic indoors, too. Here's how to make the most of them.
Carve out some time to sort through boxes and sweep away any dirt that collected over the winter. Instead of simply dividing items into piles to keep, toss or donate, establish more specific categories. For example, set out boxes labeled for things your friends might use, ones you will donate to a thrift shop or your local Buy Nothing group, and those you might try to sell.
At the back of the garage, you may find old containers of finishes, pesticides and other nasties. If you don't plan to use them, get rid of them through your local household hazardous waste program. The Environmental Protection Agency has links for programs in each state, and the state webpages typically include a tool that allows you to search for a program near where you live. To get advice about where to recycle or dispose of specific items, search for "household hazardous waste" in or near your Zip code at Earth911.com. Or call 800-CLEANUP (800-253-2687).
I know, it's summer; I'm talking about the ice in your freezer.
Letting weeds take over your yard isn't just unsightly, it violates the law in some communities, and tall, dry weeds left to form seeds become a fire hazard. Plus, all those seeds get carried by birds and the wind, leading to more weeds.
Before you plug in that electric weed cutter or the rotisserie on your barbecue, take a few minutes to test the ground fault circuit interrupters on your outdoor electrical outlets, as well as those in the basement, garage, bathrooms and kitchen. 
Have a problem in your home? Send questions to localliving@washpost.com. Put "How To" in the subject line, tell us where you live and try to include a photo.
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John Lennon's 'Help!' guitar sells for more than $2.8 million at auction
It's just the latest piece of Beatles memorabilia that has disappeared only to later sell for millions.
By Herb Scribner | 2024-05-30

John Lennon's lost guitar on display during a preview of the Julien's Auctions "Music Icons" collection. (Sarah Yenesel/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


A lost guitar once used by John Lennon that was found in an attic sold at an auction for more than $2.8 million, making it one of the most lucrative Beatles memorabilia items sold.
The guitar, a 1964 12-string Framus Hootenanny that went missing for roughly 50 years and recently turned up in an attic, was used by both Lennon and George Harrison for the albums "Help!" and "Rubber Soul" in 1965, according to Julien's Auctions. It was purchased by an anonymous buyer in New York Wednesday for a total price of $2,857,500, the auction house said.
The guitar was expected to sell for between $600,000 and $800,000, according to Julien's. The auction house said the selling price makes the guitar the fifth-most-expensive guitar ever sold.
"Its new owner [is] now the custodian of a piece of Lennon's soul, a tangible link to the creative energy that flowed through him and touched the lives of millions," Julien's said in a statement.
So how does a guitar like this just disappear? In 1965, Lennon gifted the instrument to Gordon Waller of the pop duo Peter and Gordon, as Lennon and Paul McCartney had been writing songs for them. Waller then gave the instrument to a manager, "who took the guitar home, tossed it in the attic, and gave it nary a thought for decades," according to the statement.
A man in Britain then discovered the piece of memorabilia in his parents' home when they were moving out of their house, Darren Julien, co-founder and executive director of the auction house, said in a video. The man informed Julien's about the item this past March, Julien said.
"Finding this remarkable instrument is like finding a lost Rembrandt or Picasso," he said in a statement.
The team at Julien's worked with experts to confirm it was Lennon's guitar by comparing it to one seen in photos and stills of Lennon from the film, "Help!" The guitar and its case were also seen in photos from recording sessions.
Musician and author Andy Babiuk was one of the experts who helped identify the instrument. He said in a video on his website that this guitar was one of the few Beatles items that remained unaccounted for.
"It's so important -- it's the sound that we hear on those great songs that we all love, and it's so great to know that a piece of history has finally been found," he said in the video.
Other Beatles items have been lost and found years later. Another of Lennon's guitars was discovered in 2014 after it was reportedly stolen from him and bought by a musician in the '60s. It sold for $2.4 million at an auction from Julien's in 2015. (That same year, the auction house sold a drum kit from Ringo Starr for $2.2 million.)
Similarly, a Hofner bass guitar once owned by McCartney turned up this past February after it was stolen back in 1972. The bass was once rumored to have been stolen while the Beatles recorded their final album, "Let It Be," in 1969, according to the Associated Press. It was found after journalists and a guitar expert launched a campaign to find the guitar, which was used by McCartney for "hundreds of gigs" and several Beatles hits including "Love Me Do" and "Twist and Shout," the New York Times reported.
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The 37 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
Celebrate Pride Month at festivals, parades and parties, or check out outdoor movies, concerts and dance parties. 
By Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Adele Chapin, Chris Kelly | 2024-05-30
Pride Month arrives with parades, festivals, block parties, concerts, beers and even a yappy hour. The Fiesta Asia street festival, which was rained out in mid-May, gets a second chance on Pennsylvania Avenue. There are a wide variety of events happening this weekend: opera outdoors at the Lincoln Memorial, movies outdoors at the Kennedy Center and people in sundresses outdoors in Columbia Heights to mark Wonderland's 20th annual Sundress Fest. Dance parties celebrate Beyonce, Stevie Wonder and Lana Del Rey. Sample barbecue from top pitmasters, or try dishes from a restaurant that hasn't even opened yet.
CJM After Sunset: Deli Nights at the Capital Jewish Museum
Pickleback shots will be on hand during an after-hours party celebrating the Capital Jewish Museum's exhibit "'I'll Have What She's Having': The Jewish Deli." Tour the exhibition to learn about the history behind your favorite deli dishes before making your own pickling seasoning. Refreshments include soup shooters from Prescription Chicken and black and white cookies to take home from Call Your Mother, as well as a cash bar with even more food available for purchase. Watch out for gallery talks during the evening: Ted Merwin, author of "Pastrami on Rye: An Overstuffed History of the Jewish Deli," discusses the history of cured meats and the deli as a gathering space, while Michaele Weissman, who wrote "The Rye Bread Marriage," and "Industry Night" podcaster Nycci Nellis also share their knowledge. At 2 p.m., Nellis is recording her food-focused podcast on-site at the museum, and you can listen in free as she chats with Weissman and the team behind Beresovsky's Deli, the recently opened Jewish deli in Navy Yard. 6 to 9 p.m. $15; 21 and older only.
Pints for a Purpose at Bluejacket
To mark Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month, D.C. breweries Bluejacket and Lost Generation collaborated on a saison called Briefly Gorgeous, which gets its citrusy sweetness from yuzu and Buddha's hand, and a tingle in the finish from a mix of red and green peppercorns. The Navy Yard brewpub hosts a fundraiser for the social justice group Chefs Stopping AAPI Hate featuring dishes from Moon Rabbit chef Kevin Tien (hot honey curry fish and chips) and Any Day Now chef Tim Ma (mapo tofu poutine). Proceeds from the food and Briefly Gorgeous will be donated to Chefs Stopping AAPI Hate. 5 p.m. Free.
Showtime's 11th anniversary
Great music, cheap drinks, a space regulars want to come back to -- that's the formula at Showtime, and it's why the one-room Bloomingdale bar is celebrating its 11th year in business this weekend. Join the crowds for a stellar selection of DJs, including Baby Alcatraz and Boy Howdy, dropping dusty soul, R&B and rock records, while grabbing beer-and-a-shot combos. (And hey, did you know Washington Post readers nominated Showtime as one of the best dive bars in the D.C. area? Take a look at the list and vote for your favorite.) 4 p.m. to 2 a.m. Free.
'Jurassic Park' at the Kennedy Center
The Kennedy Center's Extraordinary Cinema series is back for another summer, with movies shown outdoors on the Reach's video wall. Arrive early to find a spot in the grass for "Jurassic Park." Picnics, blankets and low chairs are welcome. Films begin around 8:30 p.m. Free; no registration required.
Lana Del Rey dance party at DC9
The songwriter might be known for her glitzy melancholia, but that doesn't mean fans don't get down to it. Dance to hits like "Summertime Sadness" and "West Coast," plus songs off her Grammy-nominated 2023 album "Did You Know That There's a Tunnel Under Ocean Blvd," at DC9's "Lust for Lana" night. Coquette attire is encouraged. 8 p.m. $15-$20.
Wonder-Full at the Black Cat
DJ Spinna is an icon in underground hip-hop and deep house, spinning in clubs around the world. Beyond his remixes and rare tracks, he is best known for Wonder-Full, a traveling dance party celebrating the genius of Stevie Wonder, from the days of Little Stevie Wonder through "Songs in the Key of Life," "Hotter Than July" and "Jungle Fever." For fans of funk and soul, it doesn't get better than this -- and you won't be able to stop singing along. 9 p.m. $25-$30.
Massie at Pie Shop
On the cover of its last EP, Massie went for the flesh: a close-up portrait of a bloody smile, the band's name spelled out in braces. The female-fronted pop-punk trio grins and bears it on the project, and will release a new single alongside Baltimore alt-rockers Dosser (not to be confused with their sonic cousins in D.C.'s Tosser). 8 p.m. $15.
Annapolis Pride Parade and Festival
Annapolis Pride's annual parade starts at the City Dock at noon, with floats, bands and Grand Marshal Christian Siriano proceeding up Main Street, heading for Maryland Hall and the Bates Athletic Complex. The post-parade festival includes multiple stages of entertainment, vendors, bars and a kid zone. Noon to 5 p.m. Free.
Arlington Pride Kick-Off Block Party
Arlington Pride's month-long celebration begins Saturday at the Water Park in National Landing with a block party hosted by Miss Arlington Pride Amara Lee Dupree. The day features live entertainment, karaoke, vendors and outdoor games. Upcoming events for your calendar include a "Cowboy Carter"-themed Ho-Down Party at Clarendon Ballroom (June 15) and the third Arlington Pride Festival in Long Bridge Park (June 29). 4:30 to 9:30 p.m. Free.
Alexandria Pride Fair
The seventh Alexandria Pride fills Old Town's Market Square with DJs, live music, dance workshops, a mobile art lab, food trucks, and tents with vendors offering advice and health services on Saturday afternoon. Drag story hour takes place inside City Hall. 3 to 6 p.m. Free.
Mosaic Pride Celebration
Pride comes to Fairfax's Mosaic District on Saturday with a Mosaic Pride parade through the neighborhood, family story time with drag queen Tara Hoot, a DJ and drag performances, an aerialist, and dancing to a cover band. 3 to 9 p.m. Free.
Fairfax City Pride
The city of Fairfax and George Mason University team up to open Fairfax Pride Month at the Old Town Hall on Saturday, featuring the Mosaic Harmony community choir, family activities such as face painting and crafts, and a vendor fair. (5 to 7 p.m. Free.) Coyote Grille, located a block down Main Street, hosts a drag show with the Palace. (9 p.m. $10-$15.)
Fiesta Asia street fair
The annual Fiesta Asia shuts down Pennsylvania Avenue between Third and Sixth streets NW to showcase more than 20 Asian cultures in honor of Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month. Look for live music and dance performances representing multiple countries, a parade, a karaoke stage, a cosplay contest, martial arts demonstrations, hands-on games and crafts for kids, a large vendor area, and a "food alley" featuring local and New York City restaurants that is apparently 50 percent larger than last year's. 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Free.
New Kitchens on the Block at Mess Hall
At this long-running D.C. food festival, the restaurants serving up bites are so cutting-edge, they haven't even opened yet. The 10th edition of New Kitchens on the Block at Mess Hall continues to introduce diners to what's next on the scene, with a mix of new projects from stalwart Washington chefs. This June, try food from eight upcoming restaurants, including Moon Rabbit chef Kevin Tien and pastry chef Susan Bae's still-unnamed Vietnamese bakery, Lucky Buns' burger master Alex McCoy's West Coast-style Monstera Burrito, and Maketto owner Erik Bruner-Yang's upcoming H Street bar Providencia. VIP tickets include access to a private after-party at Right Proper's nearby Brookland brewery. Noon to 2 p.m. for Round 1 or 3 to 5 p.m. for Round 2. $119-$159.
Festival Argentino at Kenmore Middle School
This 37-year-old festival, whose sponsors include Arlington County and the Embassy of Argentina, celebrates Argentine culture through tango, food, music and soccer. Throughout the day, the stage is filled with tango, ballet and folk dancers; rock, folk and tango bands, including the award-winning Argentine group Los Alonsitos; vendors selling traditional crafts; and stands with asado and other foods. D.C. United legend Marco Etcheverry will be honored with a special ceremony. 3:30 to 10:30 p.m. $15-$35; free for children 3 and younger.
Opera Italiana Is in the Air at the Lincoln Memorial
Opera Italiana Is in the Air began in 2017 as a free outdoor concert in New York's Central Park -- a way to take opera out of expensive concert halls and introduce it to younger, more diverse crowds. It arrived in D.C. in 2022, and founder Alvise Casellati returns again this year to conduct musicians in front of the Lincoln Memorial, under the patronage of the Embassy of Italy. The program is heavy on Puccini, to mark 100 years since the death of the Italian composer, and soprano Ewa Plonka, who recently sang the title role in the Washington National Opera's production of "Turandot," is a featured performer. 6 to 7:30 p.m. Free.
Champions League Final viewing parties
Real Madrid and Borussia Dortmund face off Saturday at 3 p.m. for the right to call themselves the best soccer team in Europe. The Madridistas are watching at Elephant and Castle, while Across the Pond is the home of D.C.'s official Dortmund fan group. There are plenty of other options, too: Wunder Garten is teaming up with rec league District Sports for a viewing party at the NoMa beer garden, where sales of Atlas beers benefit the soccer nonprofit Open Goal Project. Franklin Hall is poised for a doubleheader: After the Champions League, it's showing the U.S. women's national team play South Korea at 5 p.m. Soccer specials include $4 pints of Narragansett and $5 shooters. Whitlow's has been showing Champions League knockout rounds, and the streak continues with discounted buckets of Heineken ($20-$25) and bar snacks ($6-$12) during the final. The Midlands is showing the match with sounds indoors and on the patio while offering $5 drinks. The Brig might be home to Dortmund's Klassiker rivals Bayern Munich, but it's opening for the match with sound. Reminder: Wherever you are heading, get there early.
Day of Archaeology Festival at Dumbarton House
For the first time, D.C. is celebrating Archaeology Month this June. The start of the month brings together archaeologists from Washington, Maryland and Virginia to talk about local history and heritage. The day, organized by nonprofit Archaeology in the Community, includes activities for kids, artifact displays, music and crafts. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free.
Mr. Leesburg Pageant at Crooked Run Fermentation
To be crowned Mr. Leesburg, contestants have to complete an interview with judges (including the reigning Miss Arlington and Miss Loudoun County), strut in their summer formalwear, show off their talent and, of course, model beachwear. The competition, launched by bartenders at Crooked Run's Leesburg location in 2023, has a more serious goal: raising money for charity. In fact, the pageant awards the title of "Mr. Generosity" to the contestant who collects the most for LAWS, a charity assisting victims of domestic abuse and sexual assault. While there's a wait list for competitors, watching the event is free and open to the public. Noon to 4 p.m. Free.
Takoma Trukgarten
Sample beers from the DMV and beyond at the pop-up beer and cider festival in the TPSS Co-op parking lot. Breweries will include Silver Branch, Third Hill, 7 Locks, Anxo Cider, Aslin, Nighthawk and Denizens, and food will be available from Soko Butcher, Cielo Rojo, Catalyst Hot Dogs and Motorkat (for purchase separately). While the cheaper ticket ("beer fan") includes six tasting tickets and the second tier ("beer lover") includes 12 tickets, both ticket types will get you a souvenir glass. Noon to 5 p.m. $30-$55.
Glover Park Day
The Northwest neighborhood's community day features a lineup of local musicians (who'll play jazz, funk, country and more) and shopping from area vendors. Make your own friendship bracelets, explore watercolor paintings, learn about henna designs and shop for handmade pottery while enjoying eats from restaurants like Angelico La Pizzeria and Glover Park Grill. 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free.
Loudoun Pride
Loudoun Pride brings three stages of entertainment to Claude Moore Park on Sunday, including a family zone with magicians, music, bounce houses, yoga and animal ambassadors from the Blue Ridge Wildlife Center. Look for a "Dragstravaganza," a vendor fair with more than 150 booths representing local businesses and organizations, a beer garden with local breweries and wineries, and a variety of food trucks and dessert stands. 1 to 7 p.m. $5.
Totally Radical Pride beer release at Lost Generation
Eckington's Lost Generation Brewing is collaborating with the Capital Pride Festival on an official beer for the first time. We haven't tried Totally Radical yet, so we can't tell you anything about what it tastes like, but we can tell you that the party is going to be a big one, with DJ Scorpio providing the soundtrack from 2 to 6 p.m., a drag performance with Ms. Capital Pride from 4 to 5 p.m. and Pride-themed trivia from 7 to 9 p.m. Additionally, all proceeds from Totally Radical go to Capital Pride. 2 to 9 p.m. Free.
Rockville Pride
Rockville Pride returns to Rockville Town Square on Sunday, with music and performances, a fair with vendors and information booths, and arts and crafts activities for children. 2 to 5 p.m. Free.
Wonderland Ballroom Sundress Fest
For two decades, the Wonderland Ballroom's annual Sundress Fest has provided some of the most entertaining people-watching in D.C. while raising a good chunk of change for local charities. The format is simple: Everyone -- men and women alike -- wears a sundress to the Columbia Heights tavern, where the DJs get folks dancing beginning at 11 a.m., and a block of 11th Street is closed to traffic until 8 p.m. Don't have a sundress? Try to find one on the racks provided by the bar, available for a donation to D.C. Central Kitchen, and take it out to the patio to work on your tan lines. Anyone wearing a sundress is eligible for all-day happy hour deals, as well as the coveted "best dressed" competition. After all, it's all in good fun. 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. Free.
The Biggest Beyonce Block Party Ever at the Bullpen
Decorated Stetson hats and Levi's jeans are de rigueur at the Bullpen on Sunday, where the Beyhive is gathering to celebrate "Cowboy Carter." Billed as "The Biggest Beyonce Block Party Ever," the rodeo-themed event promises an all-Beyonce soundtrack, games, drinks and food trucks. VIP tickets include access to the bar's upper deck and optional bottle service. 2 to 8 p.m. $20-$40.
Beltway BBQ Showdown at Show Place Arena
Did you know that Prince George's County's annual barbecue competition is the official state barbecue championship of Maryland? That means the winner of the 14th annual event earns a place at the Kansas City Barbeque Society's championships. And while there are cooking demonstrations and vendors selling ribs, pulled pork and other smoky treats, there are plenty of other things to do in Upper Marlboro: live music from Black Alley and New Impressionz; a car, truck and bike show; line dancing lessons; family activities and a children's area with a bounce house; and a market. Just don't miss your chance to vote in the People's Choice sauce contest. Noon to 6 p.m. $12; free for ages 5 and younger.
Cleveland Park Day
Historic Cleveland Park looks a little less sleepy on Cleveland Park Day. The Sam's Park and Shop parking lot is given over to DJs, family activities (think face painting and snow cones) and a curry cook-off featuring Dolan, Indique, and other neighborhood restaurants. Look for a Grover Cleveland look-alike contest, a pet fashion show and a beer garden sponsored by Nanny O'Brien's. The former service lane across from the Uptown -- now a wide pedestrian-friendly strip known as the Cleveland Park Promenade -- holds more than two dozen makers, potters, jewelers and other artists, as well as live music and dining pop-ups. The neighborhood library hosts a Kids Zone with a slime bar and free popcorn, and restaurants and bars along the strip offer discounted food and drinks. Noon to 5 p.m. Free.
The Rose Party at District Winery
Cheers all afternoon with pink-hued wine at District Winery's annual Rose Party, where a crowd dressed in rosy colors takes over the Navy Yard outpost's rooftop. The rose is bottomless during the event, with a rose tasting bar and rose-based cocktails in addition to beer, wine and soda. A make-your-own cotton candy station continues the pink theme (savory snacks will be passed out, too). The party's activities include a wine bottle painting craft, face painting and temporary tattoos, and a DJ on the dance floor. 2 to 5 p.m. $99.
Tiki Pop-Up at Morris American Bar
When you think of tropical drinks, you might think of fruity, rum-soaked beverages. That's not the case at Morris American Bar, which promises "specialty rum-free cocktails" as part of its day-long tiki party. A pig roast provides the complement to the drinks. 2 p.m. to midnight. Free.
Sari-Sari Pop-Up Market at Maketto
Local AAPI art and culture organization Samasama curated the 15 makers and vendors at this pop-up market at H Street's Maketto, with hands-on craft making, live painting and cool tunes from Les the DJ. Noon to 5 p.m. Free.
'Sounds Gay, I'm In' at Serenata
Much-loved LGBTQ bar As You Are has been closed since April, when heavy rain caused structural damage to the Barracks Row building. While the landlord is working on repairs, As You Are's owners have since said they don't have a timeline for reopening. La Cosecha's Serenata cocktail bar has stepped up to help, hosting As You Are's bartenders for themed social events on Mondays throughout the summer. The first is a happy hour and dance party with DJ Mimi, with coming weeks bringing Queer Deaf Happy Hour (June 10) and Trans Happy Hour and Game Night (June 17). Watch social media for updates. 5 p.m. to midnight, Mondays through Aug. 26. Free.
Pride Yappy Hour at Shakers
Just in time for Pride, Shakers launches its first yappy hour, with dogs welcome on the welcoming back patio between 6 and 8 p.m. Humans don't miss out on the fun, either, thanks to Shakers' new happy hour menu, which includes $7 martinis, palomas, Aperol spritzes, wine and beer. 6 to 8 p.m. Free.
He Said Wine, She Said Beer. They Both Said Cheese! at Right Proper Brewing Shaw
Beer and wine sommeliers can agree on one thing: Cheese is the ultimate pairing for your beverage of choice. To celebrate National Cheese Day, Right Proper is agreeing to disagree. Cheesemonger Kestrel Carr picked three cheeses. Right Proper owner Leah Cheston picked a beer to go with each, and Michael Warner, the owner of the wine shop DCanter, selected a wine. At this friendly competition, you'll be served the chosen cheeses with both beverages, and decide which you prefer. 6:30 p.m. $40.
'The Six Pack: On the Open Road in Search of WrestleMania' at the Black Cat
Brad Balukjian's first book, "The Wax Pack," found the author on a 48-day, 11,000-mile road trip to find out what became of every player pictured in a package of 1986 baseball cards. His new book, "The Six Pack," is even more ambitious: Balukjian sets out to track down Hulk Hogan, the Iron Sheik and others connected to the 1980s heyday of the World Wrestling Federation, seeing what happened to them when they left the ring, and examining professional wrestling's role in American pop culture. This discussion is presented by Solid State Books. 7:30 p.m. $5; $30 with a copy of the book.
LightReel Film Festival at Angelika Pop-Up
The five-year-old LightReel Film Festival, hosted by the Foundation for the Augmentation of African Americans in Film at the Angelika Pop-Up at Union Market, focuses on BIPOC stories and includes the D.C. premiere of "Dandelion," starring Kiki Layne, as its opening-night film on Thursday. Amid the screenings of feature films and short documentaries, there are conversations with industry figures, panel discussions on topics such as "faith in film" and a showcase of Howard University filmmakers. The festival also looks back, celebrating the 35th anniversary of Spike Lee's "Do the Right Thing" with a screening (June 7) and discussion, and marks the 40th anniversary of "Purple Rain" with a free screening (Wednesday). Through June 8. Single films free-$30; multi-ticket passes $100-$325.
Spanish chocolate and wine tasting at the Chocolate House
Which cava pairs best with artisan truffles? Learn about sweets pairings with Spanish wines at the Adams Morgan fine chocolate distributor's class, plus a talk on how chocolate is produced. 7 to 8:30 p.m. $55.
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'Young Woman and the Sea' claims its own lane alongside 'Nyad'
Daisy Ridley stars as Gertrude Ederle, the first woman to swim across the English Channel, in the safe but satisfying biopic.
By Thomas Floyd | 2024-05-30

Daisy Ridley plays Gertrude Ederle in "Young Woman and the Sea." (Elena Nenkova/Disney/AP)


Carrying on in the esteemed tradition of "Deep Impact" vs. "Armageddon" and "The Prestige" vs. "The Illusionist," open-water swimming has carved out its own showdown of parallel Hollywood thinking: Diana Nyad vs. Gertrude Ederle.
The real-life athletes, of course, were far from rivals. In completing her headline-seizing swim from Cuba to Florida in 2013, Nyad rode a wave that Ederle started nearly a century earlier by becoming the first woman to swim across the English Channel. On the release calendar, however, the chronology has been flipped. Seven months after Netflix's Oscar contender "Nyad" thrust the niche sport into the zeitgeist, Disney's safely satisfying Ederle biopic "Young Woman and the Sea" is coasting into theaters.
If "Nyad" was a bruising taxonomy of perseverance, interested in the process behind such a feat and the cascade of failure that preceded it, director Joachim Ronning's "Young Woman" charts a more traditional path to sweeping sentiment. Every maddening setback for Daisy Ridley's Ederle is offset by a cathartic victory. Familial fissures are dutifully and promptly sealed. Is that a naysayer? Don't fret -- they'll get their comeuppance. It's rote, sure, but undeniably rousing.
As adapted by screenwriter Jeff Nathanson from Glenn Stout's 2009 book of the same name, "Young Woman" paints Ederle (who went by Trudy) as the picture of persistence against all manner of medical, cultural and societal obstacles. When we flash back to 1914 and meet a young Trudy (Olive Abercrombie), bedridden with measles in her German American family's modest New York City home, the child isn't expected to survive the night. Once she does, Trudy proves luckier than the hundreds of women and children who drowned or burned in a nearby steamboat fire the same night she walked up to death's door. (Nathanson fudges the timeline here; that real-life tragedy occurred a decade earlier.)

"Young Woman and the Sea" stars Jeanette Hain, left, and Kim Bodnia as Ederle's parents. (Vladisav Lepoev/Disney/AP)


Thus Trudy pledges to learn to swim, spurning doctor's orders to stay out of the water and protect what's left of her measles-hampered hearing. By the time Ridley takes over the role in Trudy's teenage years, she and her sister, Meg (Tilda Cobham-Hervey), are plucky young women who like to wade off the Coney Island shore and imagine racing in the male-only pools. Before long, the film reveals itself as a celebration of the human spirit, yes, but also a chronicle of a second-generation immigrant's American Dream and the odds-defying assault on sexism she launched along the way.
The patriarchy pushers come from inside and outside the Ederle household. Trudy and Meg's caring but condescending father (Kim Bodnia), a thickly accented butcher still rooted in Old World traditions, cackles when his wife (a wonderfully steely Jeanette Hain) declares that their daughters plan to join a swim team. Glenn Fleshler plays a two-faced U.S. swimming official who believes in Trudy's Olympic potential one moment and speaks matter-of-factly about voting to keep women out of the pool the next. And Christopher Eccleston portrays an unabashedly bigoted coach whose attempts to sabotage Trudy are so overt that one wonders why she trusts a word he says.
But even as Nathanson's script veers into trite territory, serving up and taking down its archetypal antagonists, Trudy's rise against adversity inspires all the same. Ronning keeps the story churning along at a steady clip, and Amelia Warner's soaring score plucks at the heartstrings. Winning performances from Sian Clifford as Trudy's brash New York trainer and Stephen Graham as a grizzled English swimming vet also keep the film afloat.
When we get to the summer of 1926 and the historic day itself, open-water swimming's eccentricities -- guide boats, jellyfish, persnickety rules -- should be familiar to anyone who watched "Nyad." But Ronning also fixates on the stranger-than-fiction details that differentiate Trudy's tale, from the porpoise fat she smeared across her body for warmth to the carrier pigeons that boat-bound reporters used to contact the mainland.
Nowadays, an electrifying crop of young American athletes -- Caitlin Clark, Coco Gauff, Nelly Korda, Simone Biles and Katie Ledecky among them -- are stoking passions for women's athletics. As the film's closing text credits its hero with "forever changing the course of women's sports," it's not difficult to frame her accomplishments within that rising tide. There's the true triumph: When Trudy Ederle made a splash, the ripple effects spanned generations.
PG. At area theaters. Contains some strong language and partial nudity. 129 minutes.
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'Backspot': Bring on the grim side of cheerleading
Evan Rachel Wood and squad push through a dark drama as obsessive as the athletes it champions. 
By Amy Nicholson | 2024-05-30

Devery Jacobs in "Backspot." (XYZ Films)


"Backspot," an anxious cheerleading drama by first-time director D.W. Waterson, doesn't waste a breath before proving that rah-rah is a real sport. One of the jocks wears a small camera strapped to her head, so we're plunged head over literal heels into her POV as she backflips across a mat. The techno score booms, the footfalls hit heavy and then, suddenly, a girl atop a human pyramid falls to the ground with a terrifying thud.
Soon after, the bitty, possibly concussed blonde, Rachel (Noa DiBerto), plus the film's two other leads, Riley (Devery Jacobs) and her girlfriend Amanda (Kudakwashe Rutendo), are bumped up to a more advanced squad where their practices get even harder. Their new coach, a stern taskmaster named Eileen (Evan Rachel Wood), has to remind the squad to smile. Oh, yeah -- isn't cheerleading supposed to be cheerful?
The screenplay by Joanne Sarazen is as grim and obsessive as the girls. Yet, while football players can glower, cheerleaders can't. It's a fascinating emotional conflict, even though we only ever see the girls cheer by themselves, for themselves. Here, their sport is squarely center stage, never on the sidelines. The only interloper is a snotty friend-of-a-friend (Madison Seguin) who dares to insult cheerleading as anti-feminist. Riley shuts her down.
"We are athletes," Riley growls.
It's an obvious, fist-pumping moment until another cheerleader, Laila (Marlee Sansom), jumps in -- this one aggrieved that her thighs were considered too big for the top-tier team. "It's not just about what we do," Laila sighs. "Don't be stupid."

A highflying cheer scene from "Backspot." (XYZ Films)


The actors appear to be doing their own stunts. (Jacobs and DiBerto are gymnasts; Rutendo, a former cheer captain.) The smoothness with which they can deliver a line of dialogue and then hurl themselves into a cartwheel makes their characters feel real, even though their cuts and bruises and abrasions are given more screen time than their outside lives. I spent the first stretch of the film wondering when I'd learn their age or their grade, whether they're planning to go to college or whether they go to school at all, given their 8 a.m. practices. I never found out because, I suppose, to the girls, the outside world doesn't matter -- particularly to Jacobs's Riley, who emerges as the most cultish of the three. If Eileen ordered her girls to shave their ponytails, Riley would instantly grab a razor.
"Backspot" will probably draw comparisons to Peyton Reed's cheeky-smart 2000 teen comedy "Bring It On," but Sarazen seems far more inspired by Darren Aronofsky's "Black Swan." Like that 2010 Oscar winner, this is a body-horror-heavy portrait of sweaty, chest-heaving female fanatics. But where Aronofsky framed the world through Natalie Portman's torment -- we were never sure how much of her nightmares was real -- after "Backspot's" fabulous opening sequence, Sarazen takes us out of her athletes' point of view and spins the camera around so we're simply staring at Riley's face. It's easy to get so caught up in the breathless way the film shoots Riley, the camera spinning around her when she's gone dizzy from stress or edging out of focus at the start of a panic attack, that we only gradually realize we don't care that much about her character. Mostly, we take in Riley's nervous tic of yanking out her eyebrows. It's bone-chilling the first time; eventually, it's just repetitious.

Evan Rachel Wood, left, plays a demanding cheerleading coach in "Backspot." (XYZ Films)


Sarazen is a sharp observer of details. Riley and Amanda's relationship holds the screen with a warm, credible intimacy. The couple are old enough to shoulder some pressures of adulthood, but still so young that they playfully build themselves a bedroom cuddle fort. They don't talk much about their home lives -- one senses the characters feel it'd be tedious to say the obvious out loud -- but the film gets across Riley's mentally fragile mother (Shannyn Sossamon) as soon as she insists on pouring her daughter's sports drink into a proper glass. Meanwhile, at Amanda's affectionate working-class home, there's a sublime moment when the girl tenses up as her mom (an effervescent Olunike Adeliyi) pulls out a celebratory store-bought cake. We read the quiet fear in Amanda's face: Can they afford the splurge? As for DiBerto's Rachel, she's mostly comic relief -- and she's terrific.
The film is heavy on the dread, light on the narrative. It's all about the tension in the gym where the adults are just as melodramatic as the girls. The coach's assistant, played by Thomas Antony Olajide, half-jokes that if the girls dare sing Dexys Midnight Runners in Eileen's earshot, "She'll crack your skull open." But this isn't a film about rebellion or revenge or even great leaps in emotional growth. Instead, like that bungled toss at the beginning, it's about micro-adjustments that help the girls find safer footing -- like learning that it's okay, once in a while, to admit when you're in pain.
Unrated. At the Alamo Drafthouse Cinema DC Bryant Street. Contains underage drinking and gnarly flesh wounds. 92 minutes.
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When Will Oldham sings a Lungfish song, the mystery deepens 
The esoteric punk of Lungfish feels eternal. Singer-songwriter Will Oldham and his friends know why.
By Chris Richards | 2024-05-30

Three Kentucky musicians -- from left, Nathan Salsburg, Will Oldham (a.k.a. Bonnie "Prince" Billy) and Tyler Trotter -- have made "Hear the Children Sing the Evidence," a tribute album to the esoteric Baltimore punk band Lungfish. (Aron Conaway)


In order for this digital world to keep accelerating toward oblivion, the promise of instant gratification must be upheld -- even if the sensation feels smaller and dimmer the faster we go. Where does Lungfish fit into that? The enigmatic Baltimore band stopped making its fractal punk music nearly 20 years ago, but the albums the group has left behind continue to feel regenerative and increasingly profound. For Lungfish's most devout followers, that slo-mo gratification has a lot to do with vocalist Daniel Higgs, who stands as one of the most singular lyricists in the greater punk tradition, eternally growling into the margins of science, esotericism and reality in all its forms. His bandmates, however, remained earthbound, with guitarist Asa Osborne often settling on a single circular riff, then rolling it like a boulder from the start of the song to the finish.
If you've never listened to Lungfish, now seems like a fine time to ask yourself what you have planned for the next 30 years. That's a rough average of how long three notable Kentucky musicians have been listening -- acoustic guitarist Nathan Salsburg, multi-instrumentalist Tyler Trotter of the band Watter and singer-songwriter Will Oldham, whose songs as Bonnie "Prince" Billy have been both venerated in the underground and covered by the likes of Johnny Cash.
Together, the threesome have made "Hear the Children Sing the Evidence," a new album of Lungfish covers. Two Lungfish covers, to be precise. The story goes that Salsburg had been singing a Lungfish song -- "The Evidence," an astonishing sort of Appalachian raga from the band's 1994 album "Pass and Stow" -- to his infant daughter at bedtime when he found himself fascinated by its flexibility. He began to wonder if any Louisville scene friends might be interested in helping him stretch some Lungfish songs toward the 20-minute mark, and after he enlisted Trotter and Oldham, they chose "Hear the Children Sing" from Lungfish's 2003 album "Love Is Love" as the album's flip side, with Salsburg and Oldham inviting their own children to sing on the track.
That symmetry is a nice wink -- a song sung to a child; a song sung by children -- but this trio's fundamental understanding of Lungfish music goes deep. By expanding these songs, they somehow get to their essence. In three separate phone interviews, Salsburg, Trotter and Oldham spoke with me about that paradox, as well as the band's live sound, its durability and its significance in relation to the legacy of Steve Albini, the late recording engineer with whom Oldham had worked intimately  over the years.
In the spirit of Lungfish's ambiguity and concision, the Q's have been removed from the following Q&A, and the A's have been lightly edited for clarity.
Nathan Salsburg: I taught myself "The Evidence" in 1995 at summer camp, and at the end of 2021, I'd been singing it as a lullaby for my daughter, Talya. I could play it on the guitar with one hand and hold her with the other, or rock her in her bassinet. And, of course, Lungfish songs can be sung over and over. Maybe they are being sung in perpetuity, somewhere in the universe. Anyway, it just kept going until I went to Chicago to make another record, but I had recorded maybe five minutes of "The Evidence" in case my wife needed to use it while I was away. A couple months later I found that tape and thought, "It'd be cool to have a record of this." I guess literally.

"Hear the Children Sing the Evidence," an album of Lungfish songs by Bonnie "Prince" Billy, Nathan Salsburg and Tyler Trotter. (Daniel Higgs/No Quarter)


Will Oldham: When Nathan invited me in, I was gleeful. I couldn't wait to be inside of these songs in this way that he was describing -- pulling them widely apart, temporally, so that there's lots of room to explore. Each take would allow for multiple iterations of each lyric, walking around the lyrics and observing. "Oh, this passageway leads here. This staircase leads here. If I pull this curtain aside and blow the dust off this word, I have access to a whole new level of significance."
Tyler Trotter: How I got involved and how I got into Lungfish, the two kind of tie together. I bought my first Lungfish record, "Sound in Time," at a record store Nathan worked at.
Salsburg: Oh yeah, me and some friends had a record store in the back of a skate shop in '95, '96. I don't remember Tyler buying that record, but I'm glad he did!
Oldham: I'm not 100 percent sure where I first heard Lungfish, but when I'm compelled by a piece of music or an artistic entity, it's usually because there's a sense that there's a potential for years of reward and unpacking. Lungfish is a peak example of that kind of experience. You know right away that you're circling something that is awesome and byzantine and complicated and resonant.
Trotter: I saw them on that tour for "Sound in Time," and then a couple times with Fugazi. They were repetitive, almost atmospheric, and it put you into a place.
Salsburg: I love [Lungfish guitarist Osborne's] restraint, and really, the whole band's restraint. For a while, as a guitar player, I was allergic to the idea of making repetitive music, so I always packed elaborative stuff into my songs. But Asa's guitar parts are exactly what's required, and the bed he lays for those lyrics, it's just Goldilocks stuff: not too hot, not too cold, not too hard, not too soft. Higgs's lyrics stick the way they do because they get drilled into our brains through these incredible mechanisms, these riffs.
Oldham: When he was touring after Lungfish, Higgs would stay at my house, and those times were very special. Sitting around with him was an extension of his work. I hesitate to use the word "integrity" because it sounds like a choice, and I don't think it is a choice. It's a consistency. They're very different human beings, but people like Ian MacKaye, or Dan Higgs, or Steve Albini, or even in my experiences with Johnny Cash -- they are not different in their different manifestations. Knowing Higgs [personally] is all the more fulfilling because it's not coming from a superhuman, it's coming from a super human.
Trotter: So Nathan had been singing "The Evidence" as a lullaby to Talya, and we just thought, "Let's play off that repetitiveness, slowly build and take away, and enter more of a trancelike, put-you-to-sleep sort of thing."
Salsburg: On a Lungfish record, nothing ever really goes over five minutes, but the songs feel so much longer. And they resonate for so much longer across space and time.
Oldham: Marvelously, [the meaning of these songs] is not quantifiable at all. It's there to behold and partake in. It's like that classic Magic Eye metaphor where you're looking at something that doesn't look like anything, but you keep looking, and it begins to take shape. But it's still trapped inside of what it is.
Trotter: "Hear the Children Sing" started with programming the beat into a LinnDrum [drum machine], but when we all got together to play, it sounded weird. So we tuned everything down on the LinnDrum, and that sounded weirder, but we thought, "We could groove on this."
Salsburg: I can't remember if getting our kids involved was Will's idea or mine. His daughter Poppy Jo is 51/2. Talya is turning 3 soon. So Talya loves Poppy Jo, and Will was like, "Let's set these microphones up and see if we can get them singing together."
Oldham: This is a really strange record. There are artists right now writing songs at the minimum length for streaming services, people writing these 30-second songs, and here we are, idiotically doing the exact opposite. I know I keep coming back to Steve Albini, but he made people feel that if we stood by him, he was doing work for us. And now we have to do that work. Part of that work is saying, "Let's put out these 20-minute songs and double down on the things that we understand have value."
Trotter: We originally got together in the studio for two days, and then we sat with what we'd recorded, and figured out ways to add and take things away. I naturally want to add all kinds of little melodies, but that's not what this music is about.
Oldham: It doesn't push all of its rewards out at once. No matter what you do, it trickles out like a honeysuckle. "I'm going to pull the blossom off, gently pick the end off, pull it out and get that less-than-a-droplet of honey -- and it's going to satisfy me enough to maintain this sense of wonder that I have with the world." Listening to Lungfish is like that. Getting a little bit at a time, each time.
Trotter: I think Lungfish has something for everyone. You might have to be a little patient with it at first, but sit with it. Give it time.
Salsburg: I feel that all the music I make is, in some way, an act of reverence -- to the spirit that moves us to create music, and the possibilities of interchange and communion. But I'm already so excited about the response to this from old friends, new friends, non-friends, people for whom Lungfish has played a really pivotal role. I knew people felt this way, but I didn't expect this spectrum. It feels like we're building a community out of our mutual reverence. So it's a way of saying thanks to them and for them.
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'Eric' saddles its puppet with too many strings
Benedict Cumberbatch stars as a creative but erratic puppeteer in "Eric," a missing-child drama set in 1980s New York.
By Lili Loofbourow | 2024-05-30

Eric, left, and Benedict Cumberbatch as Vincent in Netflix's "Eric." (Ludovic Robert/Netflix)


For a show bold enough to pair Benedict Cumberbatch with a large and irascible puppet, it's surprisingly tricky to say what "Eric," Abi Morgan's latest series, is about. That's this absorbing but wildly uneven thriller's strength and its weakness.
Technically, "Eric" is a missing-child drama set in 1980s New York documenting the events that led up to and followed the disappearance of a 9-year-old boy named Edgar Anderson (Ivan Morris Howe). The show mainly focuses on Edgar's parents, Cassie (Gaby Hoffmann) and Vincent (Cumberbatch), and on the closeted detective in charge of the case, Michael Ledroit (McKinley Belcher III). Sprinkled with high-minded albeit predictable takes on the evils of homophobia, homelessness, greedy developers and the AIDS epidemic, the show frequently points out -- in distressingly clunky dialogue -- how a city and its police prioritize the disappearance of a White child while ignoring the disappearance of a Black one.
A show trying to fit that many themes into six short episodes often resorts to shortcuts. You need characters to stand in like chess pieces for various social trends: corrupt city officials, sinister bosses in waste management, dirty cops, sketchy nightclub denizens, long-suffering Black mothers, angelic unhoused artists and saintly gay men dying of AIDS. "Eric" has plenty of all of the above, and they're exactly as flat as you'd expect. But -- being ambitious, and conversant in its own cliches -- the show mixes it up a little. Some corrupt city officials are (for example) surprisingly pleasant in interpersonal contexts; one is even prone to fits of conscience. One homeless woman is evil. Some of the gay pimps are not.
In fact, the series layers so much backstory onto certain characters that they lose their ability to represent anything at all. Take Vincent, the protagonist, who hallucinates the titular puppet. He isn't your run-of-the-mill charismatic, playful but disappointing dad. He's a Jim Henson-type genius helming a "Sesame Street"-style show, "Good Day Sunshine," whose ratings are dipping -- causing executives to demand a new puppet that can speak to children's present-day concerns. (One suggestion: beatboxing.) Vincent is creative but erratic. He goes off-script mid-performance to roast city officials who happen to be present at a taping. He swears at his employees and undermines his partner. As a husband, he's whiny, irascible and sneaky. As a dad, he can be fun but also competitive, thoughtless and narcissistic. He ignores some of his son's efforts to connect -- in particular, the boy's concept for a scary-looking puppet named Eric.
Did I mention that Vincent is an alcoholic? Who may or may not suffer from some unspecified mental illness? Or that his unfeeling mother (who may or may not be mentally ill herself) kept him medicated throughout his childhood? Or that his father is a real estate magnate with virtually everyone in the city on his payroll?

Benedict Cumberbatch, left, as Vincent and Ivan Morris Howe as Edgar in Netflix's "Eric." (Netflix)


That's a lot of specificity. Too much specificity, one might argue, for a show that wants to tie a fable about paternal regret to an indictment of a broken city. "Eric" is better at the former than the latter, artfully exposing and forgiving human foibles and celebrating the good things strangers can do for (and see within) each other. The show's peculiar but lovely world-building -- which requires most of its characters to wander around in or under a single block in New York City -- gains depth when its characters act a little irrationally. Hoffmann is shockingly effective as Vincent's deeply flawed wife, Cassie, whose clarity of vision is weirdly undercut by the plot. So is Dan Fogler as Vincent's less talented business partner, Lennie. Belcher, as the show's restrained, intense, embattled detective in charge of missing people, consistently manages to upstage a life-size puppet every time they share a screen. That's no easy task.
Neither is balancing an intimate story about parental guilt with a story about a city's structural problems. None of these New York missing-child shows -- which include Steven Soderbergh's "Full Circle" and "The Changeling" (which follows grieving parents into a subterranean underworld of mole people who reside under the city's subway system) -- know what to do with the social wrongs they try to weave into their plots. For "Eric," that uncertainty manifests as a list of narrative failures that it will almost compulsively replicate. It sometimes feels as if the show is, at least in this regard, its own psychologically abusive puppet. "I want to hold him in my arms," the mother (Adepero Oduye) of the missing Black child who disappeared tells Detective Ledroit. "Even if all you can find is a skull. I will keep coming and coming and coming till you do something more than give me your sorries and driving me home. You are better than that."

McKinley Belcher III as Detective Ledroit in Netflix's "Eric." (Netflix)


I thought of that indictment of how speech masks inaction when, later in the series, a protest on behalf of the city's homeless -- and demanding social change -- is hijacked to produce a cathartic narrative about how private, personal change is more urgent. (The crowd goes wild.)
This show is filled with symbols it can't populate with meaning.
The greatest and worst of these is the puppet. It's telling, perhaps, that the show finds Vincent's psychology interesting enough to warrant the show's mascot: Eric, an enormous blue-and-white "walk-around" (based on Edgar's idea) who voices Vincent's tortured subconscious. It's an enjoyable conceit, at least at first -- one that allows the show to narrate Vincent's descent into something like madness after Edgar's disappearance. But the premise wears thin, because it never delivers anything of substance. Vincent's conversations with Eric rarely register more than pretty standard self-loathing. Nothing particularly surprising or specific is revealed or unpacked. It makes one wonder why Vincent's backstory needed to be quite so elaborate, or whether Eric was needed at all, because most of the plot functions that he serves are echoed by Vincent himself. Another conversation or two with his father, Robert (John Doman), or, indeed, with his son, may have sufficed. Both, in this version of "Eric," remain ciphers.
Most disappointing of all, perhaps, is the way the series strains to make Eric capacious enough to function as a kind of psychic underbelly for both Vincent and New York. That's a big ask, even for a big puppet, especially because he's malevolent in the first instance and a voice for the unseen poor in the second. By the end, the pressure on Eric to do (or say) something transcendent feels pretty extreme. "Puppets get to say the things that we can't," one character says at one point. This viewer waited in vain for "Eric" to make good on that promise.
Eric (six episodes) is available May 30 on Netflix.
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5 of the best comedy clubs in the D.C. area
Need a laugh? Head to one of these spots to catch the funniest local and touring comedians in the DMV.
By Sophia Solano | 2024-05-29
We live in unfunny times -- for more on that, see, uh, the rest of this newspaper -- which is exactly why we need a good laugh.
That's the philosophy of D.C.'s comedy scene. In this often buttoned-up city, these (mostly) subterranean venues offer a community respite where you can throw back a few beers and poke fun at the human experience. Find fresh humor in the idiosyncrasies of our city and society. Watch someone get up on a stage and make an X-rated sex joke.
Luckily, there are venues across the city and surrounding areas offering a laugh-based antidote to existential dread every night of the week. You can find comedy shows in bars; at annual festivals like Because They're Funny, Sketchfest and the D.C. Comedy Festival; and headlining venues like the Kennedy Center's Millennium Stage and the Warner Theatre.
For this guide, though, we've stuck to clubs dedicated primarily to comedy (which are fewer in number since the Big Hunt and Drafthouse Comedy D.C. closed mid-pandemic). Most of these venues are 21-and-up and require the purchase of tickets in advance -- make sure you read show descriptions on websites carefully.
This guide will show you where to go to tire out those cheek muscles, maybe roll your eyes a few times and, hopefully, forget about the state of the world for 90 minutes.

Hotbed is an independent underground comedy club in Adams Morgan. (Shuran Huang for The Washington Post)


2477 18th St. NW. hotbedcomedydc.com.
Maybe you've been lured in by the lackey handing out fliers for a free show, or maybe you've been a follower of Underground Comedy since its inception more than a decade ago. But for new and longtime area fans, Hotbed has been the pinnacle of D.C.'s comedy community since the pandemic ruptured the scene.
It took over Songbyrd Music House's old Adams Morgan space in 2022, courtesy of Sean Joyce -- a comic and the local comedy scene's unofficial mayor, who hosted more than 4,000 shows at the Big Hunt before the pandemic closed down the beloved (and infamous) dive turned comedy club. There, headliners included Patton Oswalt, Michelle Wolf and Hannibal Buress, but in the troupe's new (and first official) venue, Joyce says he's focused on incubating local talent (a hotbed, if you will -- get it?).
It's fitting that Underground Comedy would find a permanent home below street level. The first floor of Hotbed has a narrow bar not unlike the others that line 18th Street NW, where patrons while away time before doors open for the shows. The stage is on the lower level, a space Joyce says was made by a comic with comics in mind: a classic brick wall, short stage, low ceilings, tightly packed chairs and another full bar, all softly lit in a red glow. "Hotbed is a re-creation of Big Hunt, but a nicer version that was made for comedy instead of an accidental comedy club that grew inside of a bar," Joyce says.
About six days a week, Hotbed offers a free lineup of local comedians that starts at 8 p.m. on weeknights and 11:30 or midnight on weekends. On Fridays and Saturdays, it hosts five $25 "showcase" shows, curated by Joyce and Hotbed staff, featuring 15 of the city's best talents and the occasional touring artist. If you can't score a ticket online, there will be some available at the door, and standing room is available once seats are full. There are no item purchasing requirements, but both bars offer specials like passion fruit whiskey sours and strawberry vodka fizz on tap.
Tip: If Hotbed is promoting a secret show, you might expect a visit from a certain "Saturday Night Live" Weekend Update host whose name might rhyme with "you don't say."

Comedian Roy Wood Jr. performs at DC Improv. (Andre Chung for The Washington Post)


1140 Connecticut Ave. NW. dcimprov.com.
Old-school comedy lives at present-day D.C. Improv, which hasn't changed all that much since it opened in 1992. The main room still has its signature low ceilings, brick veneer wall, foot-tall stage, and tables of varying sizes that are mostly unblocked by the load-bearing pillars in the office building basement the Improv has called home for more than three decades. "It's still got that 'Miami Vice' pink kind of glow to it," says marketing director Chris White. "That's probably a vestige of that era, but it's something that's endearing to a lot of people now."
It's the longest-standing venue in D.C. dedicated solely to comedy. It also has the most diverse lineup of shows in terms of types of entertainment; while about 80 percent of its performances are traditional stand-up, according to White, the rest are a mix of sketch comedy and, yes, improv.
That ability to diversify show types is due, in part, to Improv's smaller, second space; the lounge, which usually plays host to the smaller showcases of local talent, holds about 70 people (compared with the main room's 300) and doubles as the Improv's comedy school classroom.
The Improv is a spot where big names are likely to pop up and newer talents to achieve the career milestone of a headlining spot. It's also a place where there's something for everyone. "We've been very conscientious here in terms of trying to not be the club that only caters to 18-year-olds or very old comedy fans," says White. "Whether it's a local show or a headliner show from week to week, we try to rotate what we're doing so that we can have a wide variety of audiences and comics."
Another aspect of a classic club that lives on at the Improv: the two-item minimum per person. That means you should expect to pay for a few drinks or food items (the menu features classic American fare made to travel quickly from kitchen to table) in addition to ticket prices, which vary widely between the lounge and main room, depending on the time of week and prominence of the performers.
Tip: The Improv sometimes partners with promoters and other venues to host shows outside of D.C. If you live in Maryland or Virginia, check its website for upcoming events in your area.

Elena Torres and Dani Castaneda at Room 808 in Petworth. (Jack Angelo)


808 Upshur St. NW. room808dc.com.
For those nights you crave the vibes of a low-key hangout with friends, with free-flowing wine and an intimate setting, Room 808 is just about perfect. Smushed between other local businesses in Petworth, the venue is hardly larger than a living room, and with the same kind of community feel -- funky paintings by local artist Dieglo line the walls, and chairs for about 50 patrons are squeezed between murals and the green shiplap wall behind the "stage." That stage, really, is a carpet with a mic stand and little else to guard the audience from getting up close with the talent.
It was founded in 2021 by Martin Amini, a comic from Silver Spring who came up in the local scene and worked his way to headlining at the Kennedy Center and Los Angeles's Comedy Store before the pandemic forced him to move back to his hometown. During that time, he started hosting comedy classes outside and over Zoom. The project, then involving 20 comics, would eventually become Room 808.
"It's a raw experience where you're not distracted by anything else," Amini says on a phone call from Vancouver, where he's performing a sold-out stop on his international tour. "The place we built is one of the most intimate spaces in D.C. It gives you another way of experiencing stand-up comedy."
Though Amini is well-connected in the national comedy community (if you're wondering how a tiny venue gets a big name like Matt Rife, note that Rife was the best man at Amini's wedding), Room 808 focuses on "giving a platform to the next generation of comics." Amini says he's not planning to expand the venue or the company. "We just want to make sure that we help fill the void the scene lost during the pandemic."
That mission includes curating shows with diverse lineups of comics and hosting shows in Spanish. On a typical week, you can expect free showcases on Mondays and Wednesdays, with local and touring headliners stopping in four other nights per week. Tickets usually cost $10.
Tip: There's no bar or restaurant in the venue (where would they put it?), but there is a beer and wine store across the street. You can also bring in eats from nearby restaurants like Timber Pizza and Cinder BBQ.

The entrance to Arlington Drafthouse's theater. (Sophia Solano/The Washington Post)


2903 Columbia Pike, Arlington. arlingtondrafthouse.com.
Arlington Drafthouse originally opened in 1940 as a movie theater and bowling alley, and it has a history rich enough to land it on Arlington's list of "essential" historic properties as a prime example of art deco architecture and as one of Virginia's first desegregated theaters.
Since 2005, the building has been home to owner Tim Clark's Drafthouse, hosting comics ranging from John Mulaney to Ali Wong to Trevor Noah. Despite these big names, it's not without its quirks -- the theater seats up to 300 patrons per show in long, crooked rows of office chairs, guarded in pairs by tables.
"It's always been that way," Clark says. "We've gone through a bunch of different trials of different chairs, and this just works. So without doing a big redevelopment, it kind of just stuck."
These days, Drafthouse is running fewer of the second-run movie screenings it was once known for in favor of live comedy. While you might catch the occasional film festival or special event, you're more likely to find shows Thursday through Saturday by nationally touring comics -- industry giants or those out on their first string of shows. Past the blue-lit entry hall with the "ACDH" logo that might look a little familiar to Australian rock fans, comics will be in the airy main room on a stage draped in red curtains that nod to the building's history.
There are no food or drink minimums, but Drafthouse does offer full cocktail, beer and wine lists, plus flatbreads, sandwiches, starters and several desserts.
Tip: Don't panic if you see an extra charge after your visit -- when you start a tab on a debit card, there will be a $50 pending charge for up to a week.

The main room at the Comedy Loft of D.C. (Sophia Solano/The Washington Post)


1523 22nd St. NW. www.dccomedyloft.com.
In the Dupont Circle duplex that houses parent company Bier Baron, the Comedy Loft is the upstairs extension of that bar's dim, subterranean vibe. Since opening in 2018, the venue has hosted local and internationally recognized comics, whose faces are now proudly presented on the walls throughout; a signed headshot of T.J. Miller, who performed there in 2022, reads: "You are one of the great stages. Your mozzarella sticks are trash."
The venue is made up of two spaces, allowing bookers to host both big names and more niche shows. On a recent visit to the main stage, the Cellar, which is hidden behind the downstairs bar and past a kitchen, was hosting a periodic-table-themed burlesque performance (which tragically sold out before we could investigate. We apologize. We have questions, too). All shows, including occasional screenings from the Washington Psychotronic Film Society of "films of peculiar interest," have a minimum of two items per person -- the menu includes entrees, appetizers and standard bar fare.
Tip: Before the show starts, check out Bier Baron (which took over for the half-century-old Brickskeller without changing too much) for a selection of over 500 domestic and international beers.
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Meet 10 of the funniest comedians working in D.C. right now
These comics are developing their acts in Washington. Catch them onstage here, before they hit it big.
By Sophia Solano | 2024-05-29
The Washington comedy community has produced plenty of stars over the years -- Dave Chappelle, Patton Oswalt and Rip Taylor all got their start in the DMV. And it's still fertile ground today, with some of the best local talents playing free shows in rooms around the city, on weeknights and weekends, to crowds alternately adoring and lackluster.
These are people with day jobs in IT and law offices, with kids and pets and responsibilities. Some are developing an audience in D.C. before (hopefully) heading out to start an entertainment career in Los Angeles, New York or Chicago, and others just got into comedy for something to do. But they're the folks who, when their words and anecdotes resonate, help the world seem a little brighter, livelier, funnier.
They're the kind of comics about whom you might someday say, "I saw them before they got big."
This group was assembled with the help of local bookers -- and by spending lots of nights at stand-up showcases. Each comedian received the same list of questions. Allow them to introduce themselves.
(Answers have been edited for length and clarity.)

Eric Barbalace. (Angel Penn)


Eric Barbalace grew up in Baltimore County and has worked in the D.C. comedy scene since 2017, performing jokes about his life -- and most embarrassing moments. When he's not performing, he helps manage Room 808 in Petworth.
How did you get started in comedy?
The first time I ever went to a comedy show was in 2017 when my brother's friend, who lost a fantasy football punishment, had to do five minutes of comedy at Magooby's Joke House in Timonium, Maryland. I remember seeing how bad he was at it, and I thought, "I think I could do this if I gave it some effort, and I know I'll regret it if I don't try." The next month, I signed up for the same show at Magooby's and came in second place in a monthly competition. I signed up again the following month and bombed so hard in front of about 20 of my closest friends and realized the journey might be longer than I initially thought. Comedy is truly so humbling.
What do you like to tell jokes about?
I started comedy not long after I came out as gay in 2017, so a lot of what I wrote about back then (and still do now) is my view of things as a gay man who came out a little later in life. But when it comes down to it, I'll write about anything that the audience will laugh at because I'm a comic and crave that validation from strangers (honestly, who doesn't?).
How do you describe your comedic style?
Audiences really want to hear about your unique perspective about your life and familiar topics they can relate to, which is what I think draws me to comedy so much. What is this person's unique view of this topic we've heard so many times before but is fresh from their perspective?

Liz Barlow. (Jenn Vesp)


Liz Barlow is a comedian, mother and "semi-military kid," raised in North Carolina and Connecticut. She got into comedy, she says, because she's not good at math. She can also rap.
Tell us about a time you bombed.
Mmmmm, delicious! Okay, my favorite bomb is in a dive bar in Virginia Beach (not to brag, but I'm banned now), and I got onstage in a room full of very racist military folks and told every race and police joke I had in my notebook at the time. I didn't even pivot for sex jokes, just straight gunning. I had to be walked to my car.
What's your pre-show routine?
Water drinking, prayer and lots of women rappers!
What's the best thing about the D.C. comedy scene?
There is no way to leave out of this scene without getting better. You have to hone in on what actually makes you funny and try that, in every single room in D.C. It makes your skills sharp.
What else should we know about you?
I'm a single mom who works too hard and loves her kid and never stops. I'm a survivorrr.

Maddy Brannon. (Sophie Schriever)


Maddy Brannon grew up in Bucks County, Pa., and likes to talk about topics people find awkward or uncomfortable. When she's not performing, she helps run shows at Hotbed.
What's your pre-show routine?
I always brush my teeth right before leaving the house for an important show.
Tell us about a time you bombed.
One time I was visiting some friends from college in San Francisco not long after I started doing stand-up. I booked a show to do when I was visiting so that my friends could see me perform for the first time.
When I got to the venue, it was a packed small theater. I was pretty excited, but it turned out that that was the show before the one I was on. That show let out, and everyone left. My friends got there, and they were the only audience members. I performed to just them. When we left, I forgot my credit card at the bar by accident. I was so embarrassed by the whole experience that my friend had to go back in and ask for my card. That's the last time I've asked friends to watch me perform.
What else should we know about you?
Outside of stand-up, I make videos of estate sales in the D.C. area. My voice-overs use a lot of what I've learned onstage. Going to estate sales, similar to being onstage, is a way I connect with people.

Jasmine Burton. (Carnegie Captures)


Jasmine Burton is a practicing attorney, barred in the state of California. She's also a Gemini from Los Angeles.
How did you get started in comedy?
I started in comedy a little over two years ago. My long-term goal is to be a late-night television show host -- like Jimmy Kimmel, Stephen Colbert or Trevor Noah. A lot of hosts get their start in comedy, so I thought it could be a great way to get my name out there and start preparing me for the big leagues!
How do you describe your comedic style?
I'm the perfect combination of West Coast and East Coast swagger (humbly). I'm best known for my high energy, witty punchlines, and infusion of the law and my life experiences into my comedy. But the whole basis of my comedy is relatability. When you see me, I want you to feel like you are just like me or have a best friend that is. I love to talk about law school at Howard University, my career now and how policy affects us in our day-to-day lives. I also love to talk about my personal experiences with sobriety, being a college athlete at [the University of Virginia], dating, growing up in LA, and really anything that happens in my life that I think is hilarious and that I know audiences will find hilarious, too.
Tell us about a time you bombed.
One time, I was trying new material and it was not going well. One audience member yelled, "Keep your day job!" And although they meant it as an insult, I actually found it to be extremely sound financial advice. So I thanked them for that.

Steven Chen. (Mike Bryk)


Steven Chen is an absurdist comic from Potomac, Md. He does stand-up to keep himself entertained.
How did you get into comedy?
Growing up, I went to (the now megachurch) McLean Bible Church, where we had a Jewish pastor. Still pretty funny. Come to think of it, that might be the basis of my humor. It's just a pretty normal thing, but there's something silly about it. This twist that flips expectations and it's kind of so strange, it seems like it's been made up. I'm surprised that place didn't churn out more comedians.
What's your comedic style?
My goal is to trick people into thinking I'm on to something or that I'm making a good point, and then I pull the rug out or pause to have them realize it's all nonsense. I explain onstage sometimes that I know I'm weird and my comedy is like jazz -- no one knows what's going on up here, but a couple people are always like, "All right!" The goal for my comedy is for it to be like a dream. I want people to say, "I think he was doing comedy -- he was onstage, but I don't know if he knew he was supposed to be there. People were laughing, but he wasn't, like, telling jokes." Walt Whitman once wrote, "Stand up for the stupid and crazy," and I feel like that's kind of been the model.
What's your day job?
If you were to consult with my LinkedIn, I'm currently a chicken baptizer at Chick-fil-A, but in reality, I produce videos and support corporate culture development for a health care IT company. I don't think I'm at liberty to disclose the company's name, as I had to change my name and disaffiliate from them on LinkedIn after my profile was discovered by "human" resources.

Matthew Deakins. (Mike Brick)


Matthew Deakins is a darkly funny comic from Manassas, Va. Hotbed owner Sean Joyce commends his "slight hick energy."
How do you describe your comedic style?
I wouldn't describe my comedic style. Describing one's comedic style is pretentious.
What do you like to tell jokes about?
Applebee's. Lorena Bobbitt. Disney adults. German adults. 7/11. Manassas.
What's the best thing about the D.C. comedy scene?
On any given night, you might be performing for the architects of the Iraq War. Tomorrow, you might be performing for the architects of the next war. Someone in the audience works for Raytheon or Northrop Grumman. Someone else works for a nonprofit that helps orphans in faraway places that I'll never visit. They're all here, and they're all doing the same thing. They make spreadsheets and PowerPoints, and most of them want to go home to someone who loves them, and most of them will go home to an empty apartment. For 90 minutes, they forget their apartment is empty, and they forget the mission statement of the organization they wish they didn't work for. They don't check email, and they can't look at LinkedIn. For 90 minutes, they think about their dad and their yard and their dog, and they wonder if anything will ever be as good as their memories.
What else should we know about you?
I've told you everything. Democracy might die in darkness, but privacy thrives in it. If you want anything else, listen to my podcast. It's called "Have a Nice Day." My co-host is one of my favorite people. He's not a comedian. The one thing all interesting people have in common is they are not comedians. Lastly, was any of this rizz?

Shelley Kim. (Sophie Schriever)


Shelley Kim has been performing since high school in Southern California. She describes herself in her Instagram bio as a "Proud Husband and Father."
How do you describe your comedic style?
When I was starting out, I was described as deadpan, but I learned I was "deadpan" because I was mumbling a lot. I've really worked on my inflection since then. My comedy is now much more accessible and, most importantly, audible. But who knows what my style will be in the future? Maybe I'll be using puppets (hopefully not).
Tell us about a time you bombed.
Oh, gosh. One time someone played cricket sounds from their phone. I still shudder when I hear crickets at night.
Do you have a day job?
Let me know if you're hiring!
What's your pre-show routine?
I mouth the first few words of my set over and over again. It's more of a nervous tick than a routine. I'm doing my best to not be a mumbler again.
What else should we know about you?
Let me know if you're hiring!

Eddie Morrison. (Joel Romero)


Eddie Morrison proudly lives in Northeast Washington and has been performing for a decade. His style is fast-paced, though he'd prefer it weren't -- imagine an auctioneer who'd rather be a blues singer.
How did you get started in comedy?
The motivation came from my nine-to-five at the time, believe it or not. During an especially rudderless period in my life, my boss asked me to document what everyone did, and one guy said, completely matter-of-factly, that he filled out forms on how long it takes other people to fill out forms. And I couldn't handle that response; like, it really freaked me out. I remember sitting at my desk like, "What have they done to us?" (a la the Tim Robinson meme). It was a real lightning bolt and made me realize I should do something else. I had always wanted to try stand-up but never had the guts. I think I did an open mic the next day.
What's the best thing about the D.C. comedy scene?
I truly believe there's no better place to develop. Folks in this town show up. Most spots I do, and was doing six months in, have real, live humans with a pulse in attendance (versus just other comics). And D.C. crowds are smart, man. They get everything. One joke I do references "The Canterbury Tales," and it's only ever worked here.
What else should we know about you?
Ninety percent of my phone's storage is Carl, my cat (who's a girl), and if you have Hulu with ads in Virginia, yes, that's me in that local lawn care commercial.

Benny Nwokeabia. (Michael Nwokeabia)


Benny Nwokeabia is a Nigerian and Ethiopian comedian who got his start at 21 years old after a Times Square tech company "ate his soul." He's been a full-time comic for 10 months.
Where did you grow up?
I was born in Washington, D.C., but moved to Ethiopia (Mum's country) when I was 2 months old. At 6, I experienced a big culture shock moving to Geneva, Switzerland. I finally moved back to the States at 15, but by then, I had already been exposed to so many cultures and ways of life that I felt out of place most places I went. This is what led to me considering myself a "misfit" and gravitating to comedy.
How do you describe your comedic style?
My goal with my comedy is to find the similarities and commonalities between people that think they have nothing in common. My background allows me to pull from so many pools of experience. My style has a very feel-good, lighthearted, international vibe to it, and I find people from all walks of life gravitate to it.
What do you like to tell jokes about?
I love observational and storytelling jokes. My goal onstage is to bring you into my world. Storytelling, I believe, is one of the backbones of humanity. Nothing captures a person's attention more than a good story, other than a fight. And I am much more of a lover than a fighter.

Dom Rivera. (Courtesy of Dom Rivera)


Dom Rivera grew up in Camden, N.J., and writes jokes about his three kids. He's an instructional systems designer.
How do you describe your comedic style?
I'm a storyteller at heart.
What do you like to tell jokes about?
How an anxious, 45-year-old Puerto Rican dad/husband sees life and how it makes me feel.
What's the best thing about the D.C. comedy scene?
That I get to do comedy in it. The crowds are smart and amazing. If you are funny here, you can be funny anywhere.
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Most D.C.-area sports fans dislike or hate Commanders' name, poll finds
It has been two years since Washington's NFL franchise unveiled its new name, and most D.C.-area fans still don't care for it.
By Nicki Jhabvala, Emily Guskin | 2024-05-29

Washington's NFL franchise announced its new name, the Commanders, during a February 2022 ceremony. (John McDonnell/The Washington Post)


It has been two years since Washington's NFL franchise unveiled its new name as the Commanders, and most D.C.-area fans still don't care for it.
According to an April Washington Post-Schar School poll, most local sports fans (54 percent) say they either dislike or hate the name. Among just local Commanders fans, the antipathy toward the name is even more stark -- 58 percent say they don't like it.
In fact, only 16 percent of Commanders fans think the team should keep the name, while most say they would like the team to change to a different name. Again.
"I've been a fan for a long time, since I was a little kid, and obviously the old name was a little problematic. I saw that," D.C. resident Andrew Ravenscroft said. "I was in favor of changing it. But it's just kind of a strange name."
In July 2020, after then-owner Daniel Snyder faced mounting pressure from sponsors and local officials, the team announced it would retire its controversial Redskins name and begin a "thorough" search for a new one. The franchise adopted the name Washington Football Team for 18 months, then unveiled the Commanders name, logo and uniforms during a chilly ceremony at its Landover stadium in February 2022.
Almost immediately, the rebrand was panned. According to a citywide Washington Post poll taken that month, 49 percent of District residents reported disliking the name, including 17 percent who said they hated it. A similar 48 percent of D.C. residents dislike the team name this spring, including 15 percent who say they hate it.
"I'm not surprised," said George Perry, a former vice president of strategic marketing for the team and now an instructor of management and marketing at Christopher Newport University. "When you've been rooting for something for [87] years or whatever the number of years was, you're pretty attached to it, no matter what everybody else's feeling is about that brand. The Super Bowls are attached to it, your favorite players are attached to it, you had jerseys, you had shirts. Getting fans to support another name, I think, was going to be a challenge no matter what the name was."
No NFL team has changed its name three times in a decade without changing regions. Doing so is costly, and the league's bylaws stipulate that a franchise can change its name, logo and uniforms only once every five years. But there are exceptions, including a change in ownership.
Perhaps it was no surprise, then, that shortly after Snyder sold the team to an investment group led by Josh Harris last July, calls for the team to scrap its name seemed to intensify.
In an open-ended follow-up question in the latest poll, some fans volunteered suggestions, which varied widely. Three percent of Commanders fans offered "Redwolves," another 2 percent suggested "Warriors," 2 percent said "Red Tails" and a smaller percentage posed "Red Skin Potatoes."
No, really.
During the club's 18-month search for a name, it eliminated Redwolves and Wolves (and variations of such) because of trademark conflicts. It also ruled out Warriors because of its association with Native American themes.
"Such an embrace of potentially Native-adjacent iconography and imagery would not represent a clear departure that many communities have so forcefully advocated for us to embrace, and that frankly, we set out to do when we started this process a year ago," President Jason Wright said in a lengthy 2021 post on the team's website.
Matt Price, a Montgomery County resident who was in favor of the team moving on from the old name -- "It was long overdue, and I was very happy to hear it," he said -- believes the current name is "pretentious and pompous."
"Who gets excited about that?" he said.
Price suggested choosing a generic animal but admitted he would be fine with the team going back to its temporary moniker, the Washington Football Team. And he's not alone; 17 percent said they would prefer a change back to that name.
But a pocket of fans -- 16 percent -- volunteered a return to the Redskins name in the poll. John Nabinett Jr., a D.C. native who grew up near RFK Stadium, is among them.
"You still got the Atlanta Braves running around ... and the Chiefs in the NFL," he said, pointing to other pro teams with Native American-themed names. "That seems like a bias when it comes to Washington. Commanders is okay, but it doesn't reflect the historical value and things like that of a rich program or a team. Commanders is a name, but it's not an identity. Washington Redskins was an identity."
Washington's former name was also a source of contention for decades and became a barrier to the team's potential return to D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D), who has long lobbied for the NFL franchise to move back to the District and play at the federally owned RFK Stadium site, made it clear that the team first had to change its name.
"People tend to forget that one of the main reasons that they stopped using that name was the pressure they got from their sponsors," Perry said. "All these other sponsors said, 'Hey, if you don't change the name, we're not going to give you any money.' That hasn't necessarily changed. ... If it were me, I don't think it would be my highest priority [to change the name] because you would be starting from scratch again."
Harris's group did not rule out a future name change when it purchased the team, but it quickly ruled out a return to the former name.
"That ship has sailed," Mitch Rales, the top partner in Harris's ownership group, said in September. "We're not going to re-litigate the past. We're about the future. We're about building the future and not having a divisive culture that we're engaged in. We're going to look at everything come the end of the year and think about a lot of different things and do a lot of testing and see what people think. And we'll learn. The beauty is we have the time to look at all of this stuff intelligently and make fan-based decisions."
A person with knowledge of ownership's plans reiterated this month that it has no immediate plans in the works to change the name. The group has repeatedly stressed that it has other priorities. This offseason, the Commanders overhauled their front office, coaching staff and roster. The owners have invested more than $75 million in upgrades to the stadium in Landover and practice facility in Ashburn. They're also searching for a new naming rights partner for the current stadium and awaiting the outcome of legislation that could make the RFK site available for a new facility and ancillary development.
Despite the name (and logo) remaining a point of contention for some, new ownership has been a source of optimism for many Commanders fans.
A 77 percent majority of Commanders fans (and D.C.-area residents overall) have a positive view about Harris's leadership. Among Commanders fans in the District, 83 percent are optimistic about Harris.
"I like what he's done," Ravenscroft said. "We haven't had a lot of success yet, but he's worlds ahead of Dan Snyder."
Washington's NFL team was once the focal point of D.C. sports, but its popularity has waned in recent years. Now, under half of D.C.-area sports fans say they root for the Commanders, ranking below the Nationals (59 percent) and Capitals (50 percent). Less than four in 10 local sports fans say they're fans of the Wizards (37 percent).
Price, like Ravenscroft and Nabinett, is hoping that Harris will lead the franchise back to what it once was.
"It was embarrassing to have such an awful owner, and it was certainly embarrassing to have such a racist name," Price said. "So, yes, with new ownership, it almost gives permission to be a big fan again."
The poll was conducted April 19-29 by The Post and the Schar School of Policy and Government at George Mason University among a random sample of 1,683 adult residents in the Washington, D.C. area, including 1,295 sports fans and 640 Commanders fans. The overall margin of error is plus or minus 3.2 percentage points and is 3.6 points among sports fans, 5.1 points among Commanders fans and smaller among subsets of each.
Scott Clement contributed to this report.
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