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Dwindling number of D-Day veterans mark anniversary with plea to recall WWII lessons in today's wars

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    People were gathered on the beaches, and commemorations were already underway early in the morning. The full day of events will see heads of state, including U.S. President Joe Biden and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, gathering with the ever-dwindling number of World War II veterans.
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            Macron, Biden award Legion of Honor to US veterans at D-Day event in Normandy

        
        
            The French President and U.S. President presented the highest order of merit to 11 D-Day veterans.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Macron, Biden award Legion of Honor to US veterans at D-Day event in Normandy
The French President and U.S. President presented the highest order of merit to 11 D-Day veterans.
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            Hundreds of Allied paratroopers recreate jump into historic D-Day drop zone to mark anniversary

        
        
            More than 300 paratroopers from the UK, Belgium and the United States parachuted into a historic D-Day drop zone Wednesday to recreate the airborne liberation of Normandy 80 years ago. In June 1944, the fields near Sannerville, France had been designated "Drop Zone K." (AP Video by Srdjan Nedeljkovic/Production by Theodora Tongas)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Hundreds of Allied paratroopers recreate jump into historic D-Day drop zone to mark anniversary
More than 300 paratroopers from the UK, Belgium and the United States parachuted into a historic D-Day drop zone Wednesday to recreate the airborne liberation of Normandy 80 years ago. In June 1944, the fields near Sannerville, France had been designated "Drop Zone K." (AP Video by Srdjan Nedeljkovic/Production by Theodora Tongas)
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            Re-enactment held on Normandy beach on 80th anniversary of D-Day

        
        
            People dressed in period garb waded out of the seas lapping on the shores of Utah beach. The re-enactment was held as a part of large-scale commemorations for the 80th anniversary of the landings. (AP video by Alex Turnbull, Production by Mark Carlson)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Re-enactment held on Normandy beach on 80th anniversary of D-Day
People dressed in period garb waded out of the seas lapping on the shores of Utah beach. The re-enactment was held as a part of large-scale commemorations for the 80th anniversary of the landings. (AP video by Alex Turnbull, Production by Mark Carlson)
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            Sun rises over Normandy, 80 years after D-Day landings

        
        
            People were gathered on the beaches, and commemorations were already underway early in the morning. The full day of events will see heads of state, including U.S. President Joe Biden and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, gathering with the ever-dwindling number of World War II veterans.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Sun rises over Normandy, 80 years after D-Day landings
People were gathered on the beaches, and commemorations were already underway early in the morning. The full day of events will see heads of state, including U.S. President Joe Biden and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, gathering with the ever-dwindling number of World War II veterans.



        
    



                        

                    
                        
                            
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    



            

            
                On Now
            


            
                1:06

            
        

    
    
        
            President Biden greets WWII veterans at D-Day ceremony

        
        
            U.S. President Joe Biden and First Lady Jill Biden greeted World War II veterans while attending ceremonies marking the 80th anniversary of D-Day in France on Thursday.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        President Biden greets WWII veterans at D-Day ceremony
U.S. President Joe Biden and First Lady Jill Biden greeted World War II veterans while attending ceremonies marking the 80th anniversary of D-Day in France on Thursday.
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    [image: World War II veterans listen during a ceremony to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Normandy. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 19 | World War II veterans listen during a ceremony to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Normandy. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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World War II veterans listen during a ceremony to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Normandy. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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[image: Christophe Receveur and his daughter Julie, of France, unfold an American flag he bought six month ago in Gettysburg, Penn., to mark D-Day, Thursday, June 6, 2024 on Utah Beach, Normandy. As the sun sets on the D-Day generation, it's rising again over Normandy beaches where soldiers fought and died exactly 80 years ago, kicking off intense anniversary commemorations Thursday against the backdrop of renewed war in Europe, in Ukraine. (AP Photo/John Leicester)]
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Christophe Receveur and his daughter Julie, of France, unfold an American flag he bought six month ago in Gettysburg, Penn., to mark D-Day, Thursday, June 6, 2024 on Utah Beach, Normandy. As the sun sets on the D-Day generation, it's rising again over Normandy beaches where soldiers fought and died exactly 80 years ago, kicking off intense anniversary commemorations Thursday against the backdrop of renewed war in Europe, in Ukraine. (AP Photo/John Leicester)
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[image: A World War II veteran arrives for ceremonies to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Normandy. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 19 | A World War II veteran arrives for ceremonies to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Normandy. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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A World War II veteran arrives for ceremonies to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Normandy. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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[image: French President Emmanuel Macron, Britain's King Charles III and Britain's Queen Camilla attend a commemorative ceremony marking the 80th anniversary of the World War II D-Day" Allied landings in Normandy, at the World War II British Normandy Memorial of Ver-sur-Mer, Thursday, June 6, 2024. Normandy is hosting various events to officially commemorate the 80th anniversary of the D-Day landings that took place on June 6, 1944. (Ludovic Marin/Pool via AP)]
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French President Emmanuel Macron, Britain's King Charles III and Britain's Queen Camilla attend a commemorative ceremony marking the 80th anniversary of the World War II D-Day" Allied landings in Normandy, at the World War II British Normandy Memorial of Ver-sur-Mer, Thursday, June 6, 2024. Normandy is hosting various events to officially commemorate the 80th anniversary of the D-Day landings that took place on June 6, 1944. (Ludovic Marin/Pool via AP)
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[image: Prime Minister Rishi Sunak and Akshata Murty stand with D-Day veteran Alec Penstone, 98, following the UK national commemorative event for the 80th anniversary of D-Day, held at the British Normandy Memorial in Ver-sur-Mer, Normandy, France, Thursday June 6, 2024. (Gareth Fuller, Pool Photo via AP)]
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Prime Minister Rishi Sunak and Akshata Murty stand with D-Day veteran Alec Penstone, 98, following the UK national commemorative event for the 80th anniversary of D-Day, held at the British Normandy Memorial in Ver-sur-Mer, Normandy, France, Thursday June 6, 2024. (Gareth Fuller, Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: A re enactor holds a lantern during a ceremony at Utah Beach near Saint-Martin-de-Vareville Normandy, Thursday, June 6, 2024. World War II veterans from across the United States as well as Britain and Canada are in Normandy this week to mark 80 years since the D-Day landings that helped lead to Hitler's defeat. (AP Photo/Jeremias Gonzalez)]
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A re enactor holds a lantern during a ceremony at Utah Beach near Saint-Martin-de-Vareville Normandy, Thursday, June 6, 2024. World War II veterans from across the United States as well as Britain and Canada are in Normandy this week to mark 80 years since the D-Day landings that helped lead to Hitler's defeat. (AP Photo/Jeremias Gonzalez)
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[image: Re enactors are sillhouetted against the sunrise at Utah Beach near Saint-Martin-de-Vareville Normandy, Thursday, June 6, 2024. World War II veterans from across the United States as well as Britain and Canada are in Normandy this week to mark 80 years since the D-Day landings that helped lead to Hitler's defeat. (AP Photo/Jeremias Gonzalez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 19 | Re enactors are sillhouetted against the sunrise at Utah Beach near Saint-Martin-de-Vareville Normandy, Thursday, June 6, 2024. World War II veterans from across the United States as well as Britain and Canada are in Normandy this week to mark 80 years since the D-Day landings that helped lead to Hitler's defeat. (AP Photo/Jeremias Gonzalez)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 19
Re enactors are sillhouetted against the sunrise at Utah Beach near Saint-Martin-de-Vareville Normandy, Thursday, June 6, 2024. World War II veterans from across the United States as well as Britain and Canada are in Normandy this week to mark 80 years since the D-Day landings that helped lead to Hitler's defeat. (AP Photo/Jeremias Gonzalez)
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[image: Sun rises over Omaha Beach near Colleville-sur-Mer Normandy, Thursday, June 6, 2024. World War II veterans from across the United States as well as Britain and Canada are in Normandy this week to mark 80 years since the D-Day landings that helped lead to Hitler's defeat. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 19 | Sun rises over Omaha Beach near Colleville-sur-Mer Normandy, Thursday, June 6, 2024. World War II veterans from across the United States as well as Britain and Canada are in Normandy this week to mark 80 years since the D-Day landings that helped lead to Hitler's defeat. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)
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Sun rises over Omaha Beach near Colleville-sur-Mer Normandy, Thursday, June 6, 2024. World War II veterans from across the United States as well as Britain and Canada are in Normandy this week to mark 80 years since the D-Day landings that helped lead to Hitler's defeat. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)
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[image: Re enactors pose for a photo during a ceremony at Utah Beach near Saint-Martin-de-Vareville Normandy, Thursday, June 6, 2024. World War II veterans from across the United States as well as Britain and Canada are in Normandy this week to mark 80 years since the D-Day landings that helped lead to Hitler's defeat. (AP Photo/Jeremias Gonzalez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 19 | Re enactors pose for a photo during a ceremony at Utah Beach near Saint-Martin-de-Vareville Normandy, Thursday, June 6, 2024. World War II veterans from across the United States as well as Britain and Canada are in Normandy this week to mark 80 years since the D-Day landings that helped lead to Hitler's defeat. (AP Photo/Jeremias Gonzalez)
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Re enactors pose for a photo during a ceremony at Utah Beach near Saint-Martin-de-Vareville Normandy, Thursday, June 6, 2024. World War II veterans from across the United States as well as Britain and Canada are in Normandy this week to mark 80 years since the D-Day landings that helped lead to Hitler's defeat. (AP Photo/Jeremias Gonzalez)
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[image: A pipe band plays during a ceremony at Utah Beach near Saint-Martin-de-Vareville Normandy, Thursday, June 6, 2024. World War II veterans from across the United States as well as Britain and Canada are in Normandy this week to mark 80 years since the D-Day landings that helped lead to Hitler's defeat. (AP Photo/Jeremias Gonzalez)]
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A pipe band plays during a ceremony at Utah Beach near Saint-Martin-de-Vareville Normandy, Thursday, June 6, 2024. World War II veterans from across the United States as well as Britain and Canada are in Normandy this week to mark 80 years since the D-Day landings that helped lead to Hitler's defeat. (AP Photo/Jeremias Gonzalez)
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[image: Participants watch as a plane flies past during a ceremony near Colleville-sur-Mer Normandy, Thursday, June 6, 2024. World War II veterans from across the United States as well as Britain and Canada are in Normandy this week to mark 80 years since the D-Day landings that helped lead to Hitler's defeat. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)]
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Participants watch as a plane flies past during a ceremony near Colleville-sur-Mer Normandy, Thursday, June 6, 2024. World War II veterans from across the United States as well as Britain and Canada are in Normandy this week to mark 80 years since the D-Day landings that helped lead to Hitler's defeat. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)
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[image: French President Emmanuel Macron, 2nd left, his wife Brigitte Macron, left, and US President Joe Biden, center right, and first lady Jill Biden attend a ceremony together with World War II veterans at an US cemetery near Colleville-sur-Mer Normandy, Thursday, June 6, 2024. World War II veterans from across the United States as well as Britain and Canada are in Normandy this week to mark 80 years since the D-Day landings that helped lead to Hitler's defeat. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)]
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French President Emmanuel Macron, 2nd left, his wife Brigitte Macron, left, and US President Joe Biden, center right, and first lady Jill Biden attend a ceremony together with World War II veterans at an US cemetery near Colleville-sur-Mer Normandy, Thursday, June 6, 2024. World War II veterans from across the United States as well as Britain and Canada are in Normandy this week to mark 80 years since the D-Day landings that helped lead to Hitler's defeat. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)
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[image: People take picturesa at an US cemetery near Colleville-sur-Mer Normandy, Thursday, June 6, 2024. World War II veterans from across the United States as well as Britain and Canada are in Normandy this week to mark 80 years since the D-Day landings that helped lead to Hitler's defeat. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)]
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People take picturesa at an US cemetery near Colleville-sur-Mer Normandy, Thursday, June 6, 2024. World War II veterans from across the United States as well as Britain and Canada are in Normandy this week to mark 80 years since the D-Day landings that helped lead to Hitler's defeat. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)
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[image: France's Prime Minister Gabriel Attal, left, Britain's Prince William, the Prince of Wales, center, and Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau lay flowers during the Canadian commemorative ceremony marking the 80th anniversary of the World War II D-Day landing, at the Juno Beach Centre near Courseulles-sur-Mer, Normandy, Thursday, June 6, 2024. Normandy is hosting various events to officially commemorate the 80th anniversary of the D-Day landings that took place on June 6, 1944. (Lou Benoist, Pool via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 19 | France's Prime Minister Gabriel Attal, left, Britain's Prince William, the Prince of Wales, center, and Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau lay flowers during the Canadian commemorative ceremony marking the 80th anniversary of the World War II D-Day landing, at the Juno Beach Centre near Courseulles-sur-Mer, Normandy, Thursday, June 6, 2024. Normandy is hosting various events to officially commemorate the 80th anniversary of the D-Day landings that took place on June 6, 1944. (Lou Benoist, Pool via AP)
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France's Prime Minister Gabriel Attal, left, Britain's Prince William, the Prince of Wales, center, and Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau lay flowers during the Canadian commemorative ceremony marking the 80th anniversary of the World War II D-Day landing, at the Juno Beach Centre near Courseulles-sur-Mer, Normandy, Thursday, June 6, 2024. Normandy is hosting various events to officially commemorate the 80th anniversary of the D-Day landings that took place on June 6, 1944. (Lou Benoist, Pool via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: French President Emmanuel Macron, right, discusses with Britain's King Charles III during a commemorative ceremony marking the 80th anniversary of the World War II D-Day" Allied landings in Normandy, at the World War II British Normandy Memorial of Ver-sur-Mer, Thursday, June 6, 2024. Normandy is hosting various events to officially commemorate the 80th anniversary of the D-Day landings that took place on June 6, 1944. (Ludovic Marin/Pool via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 19 | French President Emmanuel Macron, right, discusses with Britain's King Charles III during a commemorative ceremony marking the 80th anniversary of the World War II D-Day" Allied landings in Normandy, at the World War II British Normandy Memorial of Ver-sur-Mer, Thursday, June 6, 2024. Normandy is hosting various events to officially commemorate the 80th anniversary of the D-Day landings that took place on June 6, 1944. (Ludovic Marin/Pool via AP)
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French President Emmanuel Macron, right, discusses with Britain's King Charles III during a commemorative ceremony marking the 80th anniversary of the World War II D-Day" Allied landings in Normandy, at the World War II British Normandy Memorial of Ver-sur-Mer, Thursday, June 6, 2024. Normandy is hosting various events to officially commemorate the 80th anniversary of the D-Day landings that took place on June 6, 1944. (Ludovic Marin/Pool via AP)
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[image: A military plane flies over an US cemetery near Colleville-sur-Mer Normandy, Thursday, June 6, 2024. World War II veterans from across the United States as well as Britain and Canada are in Normandy this week to mark 80 years since the D-Day landings that helped lead to Hitler's defeat. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 19 | A military plane flies over an US cemetery near Colleville-sur-Mer Normandy, Thursday, June 6, 2024. World War II veterans from across the United States as well as Britain and Canada are in Normandy this week to mark 80 years since the D-Day landings that helped lead to Hitler's defeat. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)
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A military plane flies over an US cemetery near Colleville-sur-Mer Normandy, Thursday, June 6, 2024. World War II veterans from across the United States as well as Britain and Canada are in Normandy this week to mark 80 years since the D-Day landings that helped lead to Hitler's defeat. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)
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[image: A re enactor takes part in a ceremony at Utah Beach near Saint-Martin-de-Vareville Normandy, Thursday, June 6, 2024. World War II veterans from across the United States as well as Britain and Canada are in Normandy this week to mark 80 years since the D-Day landings that helped lead to Hitler's defeat. (AP Photo/Jeremias Gonzalez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 19 | A re enactor takes part in a ceremony at Utah Beach near Saint-Martin-de-Vareville Normandy, Thursday, June 6, 2024. World War II veterans from across the United States as well as Britain and Canada are in Normandy this week to mark 80 years since the D-Day landings that helped lead to Hitler's defeat. (AP Photo/Jeremias Gonzalez)
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A re enactor takes part in a ceremony at Utah Beach near Saint-Martin-de-Vareville Normandy, Thursday, June 6, 2024. World War II veterans from across the United States as well as Britain and Canada are in Normandy this week to mark 80 years since the D-Day landings that helped lead to Hitler's defeat. (AP Photo/Jeremias Gonzalez)
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[image: Re enactors and participants take part in a ceremony at Utah Beach near Saint-Martin-de-Vareville Normandy, Thursday, June 6, 2024. World War II veterans from across the United States as well as Britain and Canada are in Normandy this week to mark 80 years since the D-Day landings that helped lead to Hitler's defeat. (AP Photo/Jeremias Gonzalez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 19 | Re enactors and participants take part in a ceremony at Utah Beach near Saint-Martin-de-Vareville Normandy, Thursday, June 6, 2024. World War II veterans from across the United States as well as Britain and Canada are in Normandy this week to mark 80 years since the D-Day landings that helped lead to Hitler's defeat. (AP Photo/Jeremias Gonzalez)
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Re enactors and participants take part in a ceremony at Utah Beach near Saint-Martin-de-Vareville Normandy, Thursday, June 6, 2024. World War II veterans from across the United States as well as Britain and Canada are in Normandy this week to mark 80 years since the D-Day landings that helped lead to Hitler's defeat. (AP Photo/Jeremias Gonzalez)
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[image: President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden walk in the Normandy American Cemetery following a ceremony to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Normandy. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            19 of 19 | President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden walk in the Normandy American Cemetery following a ceremony to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Normandy. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden walk in the Normandy American Cemetery following a ceremony to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Normandy. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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                                        OMAHA BEACH, France (AP) -- As young soldiers, they waded ashore in Normandy through gunfire to battle the Nazis. On Thursday, a dwindling number of World War II veterans in a parade of wheelchairs joined a new generation of leaders to honor the dead, the living and the fight for democracy in moving commemorations on and around those same beaches where they landed exactly 80 years ago on D-Day.
The war in Ukraine shadowed the ceremonies, a grim modern-day example of lives and cities that are again suffering through war in Europe. 

    
    80 YEARS SINCE THE D-DAY LANDINGS

	How the day unfolded: The Allied invasion of Nazi-occupied France was unprecedented in scale and audacity, using the largest-ever armada of ships, troops, planes and vehicles to change the course of World War II.
	AP was there: On D-Day, The Associated Press had reporters, artists and photographers in the air, on the choppy waters of the English Channel, in London, and at departure ports and airfields to cover the Allied assault in Normandy.
	Live: Follow AP's live coverage of memorials and vigils around the world, including a candle-lit vigil held at Bayeux War Cemetery, where 4,600 graves of World War II military victims will be illuminated. England's King Charles III and U.S. President Joe Biden are among those expected to attend.



    


The break of dawn eight decades after Allied troops landed on five code-named beaches -- Utah, Omaha, Gold, Juno and Sword -- started the day of remembrance by Allied nations now standing together again behind Ukraine. 
World War II ally Russia, which launched a full-scale invasion of Ukraine in 2022, wasn't invited, and U.S. President Joe Biden directly linked Ukraine's fight for its young democracy to the battle to defeat Nazi Germany. 

    


"To surrender to bullies, to bow down to dictators is simply unthinkable," Biden said. "If we were to do that, it means we'd be forgetting what happened here on these hallowed beaches."




With the dead and wounded on both sides in Ukraine estimated in the hundreds of thousands, commemorations for the more than 4,400 Allied dead on D-Day and many tens of thousands more, including French civilians, killed in the ensuing Battle of Normandy are tinged with concerns that World War II lessons are being lost.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"There are things worth fighting for," said Walter Stitt, who fought in tanks and turns 100 in July, as he visited Omaha Beach this week. "Although I wish there was another way to do it than to try to kill each other."
"We'll learn one of these days, but I won't be around for that," he said.
As now-centenarian veterans revisited old memories and fallen comrades buried in Normandy graves, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy's presence at the international D-Day commemoration was met with loud applause, fusing World War II's awful past with the fraught present. More applause followed when a giant screen showed the Ukrainian leader speaking with U.S. veterans.

    


French President Emmanuel Macron awarded the Legion of Honor to 14 U.S. veterans and a British female veteran. Among the Americans was Edward Berthold, a pilot who carried out his three missions over France in May 1944, before taking part in an operation in Saint-Lo, in Normandy, on D-Day. He flew 35 combat missions in all during World War II.
"You came here because the free world needed each and every one of you, and you answered the call," Macron said. "You came here to make France a free nation. You're back here today at home, if I may say."
Berthold later read aloud a letter he'd written home the next day, showing that even as a young man he was aware of D-Day's importance.
"Wednesday night, June 7th, 1944. Dear Mom, just a few lines to tell you we are all ok. We flew mission number 10 on D-Day," he wrote. "It certainly was a terrific show, what we could see. This is what everyone has been waiting for."

    


Macron also bestowed the Legion of Honor on 103-year-old Christian Lamb, the daughter of a Royal Navy admiral who was studying in Normandy in 1939 when her father called her back to London. There, Lamb created detailed maps that guided the crews of landing craft on D-Day.
The French president bent down to Lamb in a wheelchair, pin the medal and kiss her on both cheeks, describing her as one of the "heroes in the shadows."
Conscious of the inevitability of age and time for World War II veterans, huge throngs of aficionados in uniforms and riding vehicles of the time, and tourists soaking up the spectacle, flooded Normandy for the 80th anniversary. At the international ceremony later, the veterans received a standing ovation as they were paraded before the stands in a stately line of wheelchairs to avoid the long walk across the beachfront promenade.
"We just have to remember the sacrifices of everybody who gave us our freedom," said Becky Kraubetz, a Briton now living in Florida whose grandfather served with the British Army during World War II and was captured in Malta. She was among a crowd of thousands of people that stretched for several kilometers (miles) along Utah Beach, the westernmost of the D-Day beaches.

    


In a quiet spot away from the official ceremonies, France's Christophe Receveur performed his own tribute, unfurling an American flag he had bought on a trip to Pennsylvania to honor those who died on D-Day. 
"To forget them is to let them die all over again," the 57-year-old said as he and his daughter, Julie, then carefully refolded the flag into a tight triangle, adding that those now dying in Ukraine fighting the invading Russian army were also on his mind.
"All these troops came to liberate a country that they didn't know for an ideology -- democracy, freedom -- that is under severe strain now," he said.

    


For Warren Goss, a 99-year-old American veteran of D-Day who landed in the first waves on Utah Beach, a visit years later to the same place where he watched comrades fall to incoming fire affirmed the sacrifice.
"I looked at the beach and it was beautiful, all the people, the kids were playing and I see the boys and girls were walking, holding hands, with their life back," he told the Danish king and prime minister, who hung on his every word. 
The fair-like atmosphere fueled by World War II-era jeeps and trucks tearing down hedge-rowed lanes so deadly for Allied troops who fought dug-in German defenders, and of reenactors playing at war on sands where D-Day soldiers fell, leave open the question of what meaning anniversaries will have once the veterans are gone.
But at the 80th, they're the VIPs of commemorations across the Normandy coast where the largest-ever land, sea and air armada punctured Hitler's defenses in Western Europe and helped precipitate his downfall 11 months later.
"They really were the golden generation, those 17-, 18-year-old guys doing something so brave," said James Baker, a 56-year-old from the Netherlands, reflecting on Utah Beach. 
Farther up the coast on Gold Beach, a military bagpiper played at precisely the time that British troops landed there 80 years ago.
The United Kingdom's King Charles III and Prime Minister Rishi Sunak were among those at a ceremony to honor the troops who landed there and on Sword Beach, while Prince William and Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau joined others at ceremony for the Canadian troops at Juno Beach.
In his address, the king told the crowd that the world was fortunate that a generation "did not flinch" when they were called upon.
"Our obligation to remember what they stood for and what they achieved for us all can never diminish," he said. 
Speaking in French, Charles also paid tribute to the "unimaginable number" of French civilians killed in the battle for Normandy, and the bravery and sacrifice of the French Resistance.
Those who traveled to Normandy include women who were among the millions who built bombers, tanks and other weaponry and played other vital World War II roles that were long overshadowed by the combat exploits of men.
Feted everywhere they go in wheelchairs and walking with canes, veterans are using their voices to repeat their message they hope will live eternal: Never forget.
"We weren't doing it for honors and awards. We were doing it to save our country," said 98-year-old Anna Mae Krier, who worked as a riveter building B-17 and B-29 bombers. "We ended up helping save the world." 
___
Associated Press writers Jill Lawless in London, and Jeffrey Schaeffer, Mark Carlson, Bela Szandelszky, Helena Alves and Alex Turnbull along the Normandy coast, contributed to this report. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/d-day-france-russia-ukraine-wwii-7b6896a9d891fb2d2f75b29e1cfd67ad
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Biden calls for solidarity with Ukraine at D-Day anniversary ceremony near the beaches of Normandy

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    President Joe Biden calls for solidarity with Ukraine against Russia while marking the 80th anniversary of the D-Day invasion in France. "To surrender to bullies, to bow down to dictators, is simply unthinkable," he said.
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            Biden vows 'we will not walk away' from Ukraine at D-Day ceremony near the beaches of Normandy

        
        
            President Joe Biden calls for solidarity with Ukraine against Russia while marking the 80th anniversary of the D-Day invasion in France. "To surrender to bullies, to bow down to dictators, is simply unthinkable," he said.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Biden vows 'we will not walk away' from Ukraine at D-Day ceremony near the beaches of Normandy
President Joe Biden calls for solidarity with Ukraine against Russia while marking the 80th anniversary of the D-Day invasion in France. "To surrender to bullies, to bow down to dictators, is simply unthinkable," he said.
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            Biden salutes veterans in D-Day speech in Normandy

        
        
            The U.S. President gave a speech to assembled crowds during commemorations for the 80th anniversary of the D-Day landings.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Biden salutes veterans in D-Day speech in Normandy
The U.S. President gave a speech to assembled crowds during commemorations for the 80th anniversary of the D-Day landings.
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            US President Joe Biden leads birthday celebration for veteran at D-Day event in Normandy

        
        
            Biden was meeting with American veterans of D-Day in Normandy when he led the birthday celebration.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        US President Joe Biden leads birthday celebration for veteran at D-Day event in Normandy
Biden was meeting with American veterans of D-Day in Normandy when he led the birthday celebration.



        
    



                        

                    
                        
                            
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    



            

            
                On Now
            


            
                1:06

            
        

    
    
        
            President Biden greets WWII veterans at D-Day ceremony

        
        
            U.S. President Joe Biden and First Lady Jill Biden greeted World War II veterans while attending ceremonies marking the 80th anniversary of D-Day in France on Thursday.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        President Biden greets WWII veterans at D-Day ceremony
U.S. President Joe Biden and First Lady Jill Biden greeted World War II veterans while attending ceremonies marking the 80th anniversary of D-Day in France on Thursday.
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    [image: French President Emmanuel Macron, 2nd left, his wife Brigitte Macron, left, and US President Joe Biden, center right, and first lady Jill Biden attend a ceremony together with World War II veterans at an US cemetery near Colleville-sur-Mer Normandy, Thursday, June 6, 2024. World War II veterans from across the United States as well as Britain and Canada are in Normandy this week to mark 80 years since the D-Day landings that helped lead to Hitler's defeat. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 24 | French President Emmanuel Macron, 2nd left, his wife Brigitte Macron, left, and US President Joe Biden, center right, and first lady Jill Biden attend a ceremony together with World War II veterans at an US cemetery near Colleville-sur-Mer Normandy, Thursday, June 6, 2024. World War II veterans from across the United States as well as Britain and Canada are in Normandy this week to mark 80 years since the D-Day landings that helped lead to Hitler's defeat. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)
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French President Emmanuel Macron, 2nd left, his wife Brigitte Macron, left, and US President Joe Biden, center right, and first lady Jill Biden attend a ceremony together with World War II veterans at an US cemetery near Colleville-sur-Mer Normandy, Thursday, June 6, 2024. World War II veterans from across the United States as well as Britain and Canada are in Normandy this week to mark 80 years since the D-Day landings that helped lead to Hitler's defeat. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)
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[image: President Joe Biden, first lady Jill Biden, French President Emmanuel Macron, his wife Brigitte Macron, walk on stage during ceremonies to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Normandy. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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President Joe Biden, first lady Jill Biden, French President Emmanuel Macron, his wife Brigitte Macron, walk on stage during ceremonies to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Normandy. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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[image: President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden, greet a World War II veteran during ceremonies to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Normandy. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden, greet a World War II veteran during ceremonies to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Normandy. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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[image: THE GRAVE SHOWN MAY NOT BE PRIVATE FIRST CLASS JOHN GREENFIELD'S GRAVE - President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden, visit the graves at the Normandy American Cemetery after a ceremony to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Normandy. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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[image: President Joe Biden speaks with World War II veteran Bob Pedigo after French President Emmanuel Macron honored Pedigo with the Legion of Honor medal, during a ceremony to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Normandy. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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President Joe Biden speaks with World War II veteran Bob Pedigo after French President Emmanuel Macron honored Pedigo with the Legion of Honor medal, during a ceremony to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Normandy. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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[image: President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden, greet a World War II veteran during ceremonies to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Normandy. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden, greet a World War II veteran during ceremonies to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Normandy. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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[image: President Joe Biden and Emmanuel Macron greet a World War II veteran during ceremonies to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Normandy. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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President Joe Biden and Emmanuel Macron greet a World War II veteran during ceremonies to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Normandy. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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[image: President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden walk a path after stepping off Marine One as they arrive at Normandy American Cemetery, where they will attend ceremonies to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Normandy. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 24 | President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden walk a path after stepping off Marine One as they arrive at Normandy American Cemetery, where they will attend ceremonies to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Normandy. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden walk a path after stepping off Marine One as they arrive at Normandy American Cemetery, where they will attend ceremonies to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Normandy. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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[image: President Joe Biden greets WW II veteran Richard Stewart after he was awarded in the Legion of Honor by French President Emmanuel Macron, during a commemorative ceremony to mark D-Day 80th anniversary, Thursday, June 6, 2024 at the US cemetery in Colleville-sur-Mer, Normandy. Normandy is hosting various events to officially commemorate the 80th anniversary of the D-Day landings that took place on June 6, 1944. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole, Pool)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 24 | President Joe Biden greets WW II veteran Richard Stewart after he was awarded in the Legion of Honor by French President Emmanuel Macron, during a commemorative ceremony to mark D-Day 80th anniversary, Thursday, June 6, 2024 at the US cemetery in Colleville-sur-Mer, Normandy. Normandy is hosting various events to officially commemorate the 80th anniversary of the D-Day landings that took place on June 6, 1944. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole, Pool)
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President Joe Biden greets WW II veteran Richard Stewart after he was awarded in the Legion of Honor by French President Emmanuel Macron, during a commemorative ceremony to mark D-Day 80th anniversary, Thursday, June 6, 2024 at the US cemetery in Colleville-sur-Mer, Normandy. Normandy is hosting various events to officially commemorate the 80th anniversary of the D-Day landings that took place on June 6, 1944. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole, Pool)
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[image: President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden, greet a World War II veteran during ceremonies to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Normandy. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 24 | President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden, greet a World War II veteran during ceremonies to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Normandy. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden, greet a World War II veteran during ceremonies to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Normandy. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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[image: President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden, greet a World War II veteran during ceremonies to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Normandy. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 24 | President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden, greet a World War II veteran during ceremonies to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Normandy. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden, greet a World War II veteran during ceremonies to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Normandy. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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[image: President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden stand before a wreath at the Normandy American Cemetery following a ceremony to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Normandy. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 24 | President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden stand before a wreath at the Normandy American Cemetery following a ceremony to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Normandy. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden stand before a wreath at the Normandy American Cemetery following a ceremony to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Normandy. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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[image: President Joe Biden greets World War II veteran Richard Stewart after he was awarded in the Legion of Honor by French President Emmanuel Macron during a ceremony to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day at the Normandy American Cemetery in Colleville-sur-Mer, Normandy, France, Thursday, June 6, 2024. World leaders are gathered Thursday in France to mark the 80th anniversary of the D-Day landings. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 24 | President Joe Biden greets World War II veteran Richard Stewart after he was awarded in the Legion of Honor by French President Emmanuel Macron during a ceremony to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day at the Normandy American Cemetery in Colleville-sur-Mer, Normandy, France, Thursday, June 6, 2024. World leaders are gathered Thursday in France to mark the 80th anniversary of the D-Day landings. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)
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President Joe Biden greets World War II veteran Richard Stewart after he was awarded in the Legion of Honor by French President Emmanuel Macron during a ceremony to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day at the Normandy American Cemetery in Colleville-sur-Mer, Normandy, France, Thursday, June 6, 2024. World leaders are gathered Thursday in France to mark the 80th anniversary of the D-Day landings. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)
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[image: President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden, greet a World War II veteran during ceremonies to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Normandy. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 24 | President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden, greet a World War II veteran during ceremonies to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Normandy. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden, greet a World War II veteran during ceremonies to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Normandy. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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[image: US President Joe Biden delivers a speech during a ceremony at an US cemetery near Colleville-sur-Mer Normandy, Thursday, June 6, 2024. World War II veterans from across the United States as well as Britain and Canada are in Normandy this week to mark 80 years since the D-Day landings that helped lead to Hitler's defeat. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 24 | US President Joe Biden delivers a speech during a ceremony at an US cemetery near Colleville-sur-Mer Normandy, Thursday, June 6, 2024. World War II veterans from across the United States as well as Britain and Canada are in Normandy this week to mark 80 years since the D-Day landings that helped lead to Hitler's defeat. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)
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US President Joe Biden delivers a speech during a ceremony at an US cemetery near Colleville-sur-Mer Normandy, Thursday, June 6, 2024. World War II veterans from across the United States as well as Britain and Canada are in Normandy this week to mark 80 years since the D-Day landings that helped lead to Hitler's defeat. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)
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[image: President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden walk in the Normandy American Cemetery following a ceremony to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Normandy. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 24 | President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden walk in the Normandy American Cemetery following a ceremony to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Normandy. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden walk in the Normandy American Cemetery following a ceremony to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Normandy. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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[image: U.S. President Joe Biden, center second right, first lady Jill Biden, center right, French President Emmanuel Macron, center second left, and his wife Brigitte Macron, center left, and American WWII veterans attend a ceremony to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day at the Normandy American Cemetery in Colleville-sur-Mer, Normandy, France, Thursday, June 6, 2024. World leaders are gathered Thursday in France to mark the 80th anniversary of the D-Day landings. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 24 | U.S. President Joe Biden, center second right, first lady Jill Biden, center right, French President Emmanuel Macron, center second left, and his wife Brigitte Macron, center left, and American WWII veterans attend a ceremony to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day at the Normandy American Cemetery in Colleville-sur-Mer, Normandy, France, Thursday, June 6, 2024. World leaders are gathered Thursday in France to mark the 80th anniversary of the D-Day landings. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    17 of 24
U.S. President Joe Biden, center second right, first lady Jill Biden, center right, French President Emmanuel Macron, center second left, and his wife Brigitte Macron, center left, and American WWII veterans attend a ceremony to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day at the Normandy American Cemetery in Colleville-sur-Mer, Normandy, France, Thursday, June 6, 2024. World leaders are gathered Thursday in France to mark the 80th anniversary of the D-Day landings. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)
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[image: President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden, greet a World War II veteran during ceremonies to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Normandy. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 24 | President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden, greet a World War II veteran during ceremonies to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Normandy. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden, greet a World War II veteran during ceremonies to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Normandy. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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[image: President Joe Biden and French President Emmanuel Macron are shown on a large screen greeting a World War II veteran during ceremonies to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Normandy. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            19 of 24 | President Joe Biden and French President Emmanuel Macron are shown on a large screen greeting a World War II veteran during ceremonies to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Normandy. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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President Joe Biden and French President Emmanuel Macron are shown on a large screen greeting a World War II veteran during ceremonies to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Normandy. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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[image: President Joe Biden and First Lady Jill Biden leave after a commemorative ceremony to mark D-Day 80th anniversary, Thursday, June 6, 2024 at the US cemetery in Colleville-sur-Mer, Normandy. Normandy is hosting various events to officially commemorate the 80th anniversary of the D-Day landings that took place on June 6, 1944. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole, Pool)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            20 of 24 | President Joe Biden and First Lady Jill Biden leave after a commemorative ceremony to mark D-Day 80th anniversary, Thursday, June 6, 2024 at the US cemetery in Colleville-sur-Mer, Normandy. Normandy is hosting various events to officially commemorate the 80th anniversary of the D-Day landings that took place on June 6, 1944. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole, Pool)
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President Joe Biden and First Lady Jill Biden leave after a commemorative ceremony to mark D-Day 80th anniversary, Thursday, June 6, 2024 at the US cemetery in Colleville-sur-Mer, Normandy. Normandy is hosting various events to officially commemorate the 80th anniversary of the D-Day landings that took place on June 6, 1944. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole, Pool)
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[image: President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden walk in the Normandy American Cemetery following a ceremony to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Normandy. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            21 of 24 | President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden walk in the Normandy American Cemetery following a ceremony to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Normandy. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden walk in the Normandy American Cemetery following a ceremony to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Normandy. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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[image: President Joe Biden delivers a speech during a commemorative ceremony to mark D-Day 80th anniversary, Thursday, June 6, 2024 at the US cemetery in Colleville-sur-Mer, Normandy. Normandy is hosting various events to officially commemorate the 80th anniversary of the D-Day landings that took place on June 6, 1944. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole, Pool)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            22 of 24 | President Joe Biden delivers a speech during a commemorative ceremony to mark D-Day 80th anniversary, Thursday, June 6, 2024 at the US cemetery in Colleville-sur-Mer, Normandy. Normandy is hosting various events to officially commemorate the 80th anniversary of the D-Day landings that took place on June 6, 1944. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole, Pool)
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President Joe Biden delivers a speech during a commemorative ceremony to mark D-Day 80th anniversary, Thursday, June 6, 2024 at the US cemetery in Colleville-sur-Mer, Normandy. Normandy is hosting various events to officially commemorate the 80th anniversary of the D-Day landings that took place on June 6, 1944. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole, Pool)
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[image: President Joe Biden speaks with War II veteran Victor Charey after French President Emmanuel Macron honored Carey with the Legion of Honor medal, during a ceremony to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Normandy. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            23 of 24 | President Joe Biden speaks with War II veteran Victor Charey after French President Emmanuel Macron honored Carey with the Legion of Honor medal, during a ceremony to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Normandy. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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President Joe Biden speaks with War II veteran Victor Charey after French President Emmanuel Macron honored Carey with the Legion of Honor medal, during a ceremony to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Normandy. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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[image: President Joe Biden speaks with World War II veteran Bob Pedigo after French President Emmanuel Macron honored Pedigo with the Legion of Honor medal, during a ceremony to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Normandy. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            24 of 24 | President Joe Biden speaks with World War II veteran Bob Pedigo after French President Emmanuel Macron honored Pedigo with the Legion of Honor medal, during a ceremony to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Normandy. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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President Joe Biden speaks with World War II veteran Bob Pedigo after French President Emmanuel Macron honored Pedigo with the Legion of Honor medal, during a ceremony to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Normandy. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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                                        COLLEVILLE-SUR-MER, France (AP) -- President Joe Biden marked the 80th anniversary of D-Day on Thursday by pledging "we will not walk away" from Ukraine, drawing a direct line from the fight to liberate Europe from Nazi domination to today's war against Russian aggression. 
"To surrender to bullies, to bow down to dictators, is simply unthinkable," he said during a ceremony at the American cemetery in Normandy. "If we were to do that, it means we'd be forgetting what happened here on these hallowed beaches."
D-Day was the largest amphibious assault in history, and Biden called it a "powerful illustration of how alliances, real alliances make us stronger." He said that was "a lesson that I pray we Americans never forget."
The comment by the Democratic president was a reminder that American commitments around the globe hang in the balance during this year's U.S. election. Donald Trump, the presumptive Republican nominee, has said he would not defend European allies that are "delinquent" in their own security spending. 

    


The possibility of Trump's return to the White House has left many of the continent's leaders fearful that transatlantic unity, which was sealed in blood on D-Day and strengthened in response to Russia's invasion of Ukraine, could fray or even rupture. 




Trump has expressed little enthusiasm for Ukraine's defense, criticizing the "endless flow of American treasure" and calling for Europe to shoulder more of the burden. He has also voiced admiration for Russian President Vladimir Putin.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Trump shared his own D-Day anniversary message on social media, praising U.S. soldiers as "immortal heroes." He was silent on the country's alliances. 
Concerns about American reliability extend beyond Trump. Biden struggled to secure bipartisan congressional approval for U.S. military assistance for Ukraine, and months of delay contributed to Russian advances on the battlefield. 

    


Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenkyy was in Normandy for anniversary events on Thursday and is expected to sit down with Biden in Paris on Friday. It will be their first meeting since Biden signed legislation with new money for Ukraine's defense, and Zelenskyy has continued to push for faster and more aggressive U.S. support.
One such step took place recently, when Biden eased limitations on how Ukraine can use American weapons, allowing for some strikes into Russia in order to defend Kharkiv, a city near the border between the two countries. 
Putin reacted angrily, saying he is prepared to use nuclear weapons to protect Russian sovereignty and suggesting that he could provide Russian weapons to those willing to strike Western targets. 
The war and persistent threats of escalation were an ominous backdrop to the D-Day ceremony, and Biden warned that "democracy is more at risk across the world than any point since the end of World War II."
While paying tribute to the American troops that stormed Normandy's beaches on June 6, 1944, Biden said "let us be worthy of their sacrifice."
"We must remember that the fact that they were heroes here that day does not absolve us of what we have to do today," he said. "Democracy is never guaranteed. Every generation must preserve it, defend it and fight for it. That's the test of the ages."

    


Biden also highlighted "hundreds of thousands of people of color and women who courageously served despite unjust limitation on what they could do for their nation."
Before the ceremony, Biden and first lady Jill Biden met with more than two dozen American veterans near Omaha Beach, where the fiercest D-Day fighting took place. Those who could stand were helped out of wheelchairs to pose for photos. Most shook hands with Biden or saluted; one hugged him. 
Biden told a veteran that "you saved the world." The president led the audience in singing happy birthday to another. Steve Spielberg and Tom Hanks, the Hollywood heavyweights behind movies and television shows about World War II, were nearby.
When Army veteran Robert Gibson approached, the first lady clutched his arm to help him stand next to the president as they shook hands. 

    


"Don't get old," the 100-year-old man from New Jersey joked to the 81-year-old president, who was a toddler on D-Day.
This anniversary of the invasion is a particularly somber one because it will be among the last with living veterans. The youngest survivors are in their late 90s. Biden met one veteran who is 104.
In an interview with The Associated Press a few days ago, Gibson described himself as "living on borrowed time." 
He was part of the second wave of troops that landed on Utah Beach. Gibson said he expected this year would be the last anniversary ceremony that he could attend, but he was pleased to be back one more time. 
"I want to see the beach again," he said. 
At the end of his visit to the American cemetery, Biden paused in front of the grave of John S. Greenfield, an Army private first class from Delaware. Greenfield landed at Omaha Beach with the 115th Infantry Regiment of the 29th Infantry Division.

    


As his regiment fought inland, Greenfield was killed during a German ambush, 10 days after D-Day. Greenfield's family learned of his death when a package of cigarettes that has been mailed to him as a gift was returned undelivered, according to the Wilmington Morning News. The word "deceased" had been written over his name. 
Standing at Greenfield's grave, Biden made the sign of the cross and touched the letters engraved on the white marble headstone. 
___
Megerian reported from Paris.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/joe-biden-dday-80th-anniversary-france-b868fe789d2fe95b776c24c17543b510
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Widow of Beau Biden takes the stand in Hunter Biden's gun trial, talks about tossing the revolver

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Hunter Biden's ex-wife and a former girlfriend testified Wednesday in his gun trial about finding his crack pipes and other drug paraphernalia, and jurors saw photos of the president's son bare-chested in a bubble bath and heard about his visit to a strip club. (AP video: Tassanee Vejpongsa and Erik Verduzco)
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    [image: Hunter Biden, left, arrives to federal court with his wife, Melissa Cohen Biden, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Wilmington, Del. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 11 | Hunter Biden, left, arrives to federal court with his wife, Melissa Cohen Biden, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Wilmington, Del. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)
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Hunter Biden, left, arrives to federal court with his wife, Melissa Cohen Biden, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Wilmington, Del. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Hunter Biden, left, arrives to federal court with his wife, Melissa Cohen Biden, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Wilmington, Del. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 11 | Hunter Biden, left, arrives to federal court with his wife, Melissa Cohen Biden, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Wilmington, Del. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 11
Hunter Biden, left, arrives to federal court with his wife, Melissa Cohen Biden, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Wilmington, Del. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Hunter Biden arrives to federal court, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Wilmington, Del. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 11 | Hunter Biden arrives to federal court, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Wilmington, Del. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 11
Hunter Biden arrives to federal court, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Wilmington, Del. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Gordon Cleveland arrives to federal court, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Wilmington, Del. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 11 | Gordon Cleveland arrives to federal court, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Wilmington, Del. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 11
Gordon Cleveland arrives to federal court, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Wilmington, Del. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Hunter Biden, left, arrives to federal court with his wife, Melissa Cohen Biden, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Wilmington, Del. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 11 | Hunter Biden, left, arrives to federal court with his wife, Melissa Cohen Biden, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Wilmington, Del. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 11
Hunter Biden, left, arrives to federal court with his wife, Melissa Cohen Biden, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Wilmington, Del. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Gordon Cleveland arrives to federal court, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Wilmington, Del. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 11 | Gordon Cleveland arrives to federal court, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Wilmington, Del. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 11
Gordon Cleveland arrives to federal court, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Wilmington, Del. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Hunter Biden, left, arrives to federal court with his wife, Melissa Cohen Biden, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Wilmington, Del. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 11 | Hunter Biden, left, arrives to federal court with his wife, Melissa Cohen Biden, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Wilmington, Del. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 11
Hunter Biden, left, arrives to federal court with his wife, Melissa Cohen Biden, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Wilmington, Del. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Hallie Biden arrives to federal court, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Wilmington, Del. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 11 | Hallie Biden arrives to federal court, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Wilmington, Del. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 11
Hallie Biden arrives to federal court, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Wilmington, Del. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Hunter Biden, accompanied by his wife, Melissa Cohen Biden, arrive at federal court, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Wilmington, Del. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 11 | Hunter Biden, accompanied by his wife, Melissa Cohen Biden, arrive at federal court, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Wilmington, Del. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 11
Hunter Biden, accompanied by his wife, Melissa Cohen Biden, arrive at federal court, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Wilmington, Del. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Hallie Biden arrives at federal court, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Wilmington, Del. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 11 | Hallie Biden arrives at federal court, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Wilmington, Del. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    10 of 11
Hallie Biden arrives at federal court, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Wilmington, Del. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Hunter Biden, accompanied by his wife, Melissa Cohen Biden, arrive at federal court, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Wilmington, Del. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 11 | Hunter Biden, accompanied by his wife, Melissa Cohen Biden, arrive at federal court, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Wilmington, Del. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    11 of 11
Hunter Biden, accompanied by his wife, Melissa Cohen Biden, arrive at federal court, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Wilmington, Del. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      


            

        
    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            MICHAEL KUNZELMAN, RANDALL CHASE, COLLEEN LONG and MIKE CATALINI

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        WILMINGTON, Del. (AP) -- The widow of Hunter Biden's brother told jurors in his federal gun trial Thursday about the moment she found the revolver in his truck, describing how she put it into a leather pouch, stuffed it into a shopping bag and tossed it in a trash can outside a market near her home.

    
    What to know
	What is the trial about? Hunter Biden was charged with three felonies stemming from the purchase of a gun in October 2018.
	Key witnesses: Hunter Biden's ex-wife and a former girlfriend testified about finding his crack pipes and other drug paraphernalia,
	Follow the AP's live updates from Hunter Biden's criminal trial.



    


"I panicked, and I wanted to get rid of them," she testified about finding the gun and ammunition in the vehicle's console in October 2018. "I didn't want him to hurt himself, and I didn't want my kids to find it and hurt themselves."
The purchase of the Colt revolver by Hunter Biden -- and Hallie Biden's frenzied disposal of it -- are the fulcrum of the case against him. Federal prosecutors say the president's son was in the throes of a heavy crack addiction when he bought the gun. He's been charged with three felonies: lying to a federally licensed gun dealer, making a false claim on the application by saying he was not a drug user and illegally having the gun for 11 days.

    


Hunter Biden, who has pleaded not guilty, has said the Justice Department is bending to political pressure from Republicans and that he's being unfairly targeted.




Hallie Biden, who had a brief romantic relationship with Hunter after Beau Biden died in 2015, testified that from the time Hunter returned to Delaware from a 2018 trip to California until she threw his gun away, she did not see him using drugs. That time period included the day he bought the weapon.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Much of her testimony focused on Oct. 23, 2018 -- 11 days after he bought the gun and when she tossed it. Hunter was staying with her and seemed exhausted. Asked by the prosecutor if it appeared that Hunter was using drugs around then, she said, "He could have been."
As Hunter slept in her home, Hallie Biden went to check his car. She said she was hoping to help him get or stay sober, free of both alcohol and cocaine. She said she found the remnants of crack cocaine and drug paraphernalia. She also found the gun Hunter purchased in a box with a broken lock that kept it from fully closing. There was ammunition too.

    


Hallie said she considered hiding the gun but thought her kids might find it, so she decided to throw it away.
"I realize it was a stupid idea now, but I was panicking," she said.
Hunter Biden watched expressionless from the courtroom during her testimony. She told jurors that she found crack at her home and saw him using it. She was with him occasionally when he saw dealers. Prosecutor Leo Wise asked Hallie about her own 2018 trip to California, where she visited Hunter at the Roosevelt Hotel, and asked her whether she was also using drugs.
"Yes, I was," she said.
"And who introduced you to it?'"
"Hunter did," Hallie said as Hunter rested his face on his hand and looked down.
"It was a terrible experience that I went through, and I'm embarrassed and ashamed, and I regret that period of my life," she added.
Hallie testified she stopped using drugs in August 2018, but that Hunter continued smoking crack. 
Much of the prosecution's case has been dedicated to highlighting the seriousness of his crack addiction and showcasing to jurors bare-chested moments with ex-girlfriends, infidelity and crack pipes -- judgment lapses they believe prove he was actively using when he checked "no" on the form. Prosecutors argue that the evidence is necessary to show his state of mind when he bought the gun.

    


After Hallie Biden threw the gun in the trash can at Janssen's Market, he noticed it missing and asked her whether she had taken it.
"Are you insane?" he texted. He told her to go back to the market to look for it.
Surveillance footage played for jurors showed her digging around in the trash can for the gun, but it wasn't there. She asked store officials if someone had taken out the trash.
Hallie said Hunter told her to file a police report because the gun was registered in his name. She called the police while she was still at the store.
The Democratic president's son arrived at court Thursday with a copy of his memoir, "Beautiful Things," tucked under his arm. The book, written after he got sober in 2021, figures heavily into prosecutors' case: They've played audio excerpts for jurors in which he details his descent into drugs and alcohol following the death of his brother in 2015 from cancer.

    


Defense attorney Abbe Lowell has said Hunter Biden's state of mind was different when he wrote the book than when he purchased the gun, when he didn't believe he had an addiction. And he's suggested Hunter Biden might have felt he had a drinking problem at the time, but not a drug problem. Alcohol abuse doesn't preclude a gun purchase.
Jurors have also heard from the gun store clerk, who testified about how he walked Hunter Biden through a few options before he settled on the $900 gun. The clerk then watched as the customer filled out the firearms transaction record, a required document for the purchase of a gun, and saw him check off "no" to the question of whether he was "an unlawful user of or addicted to" marijuana, stimulants, narcotics or any other controlled substance.

    


"Everything he bought, he ultimately decided on," he told jurors.
Gordon Cleveland, the former clerk at StarQuest Shooters & Survival Supply, said he saw Biden sign the form, which includes a warning about the consequences of submitting false information.
In his cross-examination Thursday, Lowell pointed out that some of the questions on the form are in the present tense, such as "are you an unlawful user of or addicted to" drugs. He has suggested Hunter Biden did not believe he had an active drug problem.
The proceedings are unfolding after the collapse of a plea deal that would have resolved the gun charge and a separate tax case, and spared the Biden family the spectacle of a trial so close to the 2024 election. First lady Jill Biden spent several days in court before joining President Joe Biden in France for the D-Day anniversary. Allies worry about the toll the proceedings will take on the president, who is deeply concerned about the health and sustained sobriety of his only living son.
If convicted, Hunter Biden faces up to 25 years in prison, though first-time offenders do not get anywhere near the maximum, and it's unclear whether the judge would give him time behind bars.
He also faces a separate trial in September on charges of failing to pay $1.4 million in taxes.
The trial is playing out shortly after Donald Trump, the presumptive Republican presidential nominee, was convicted of 34 felonies in New York City. The two criminal cases are unrelated, but their proximity underscores how the courts have taken center stage during the 2024 campaign.
___
Long reported from Washington. 
___
Follow the AP's coverage of Hunter Biden at https://apnews.com/hub/hunter-biden.
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                                        In Michigan's Upper Peninsula, two Republican members of a county canvassing board last month refused to sign off on the results of an election that led to the recall of three GOP members of the county commission. They did so only after state officials warned them it was their legal duty to record the final vote tally.
In Georgia's Fulton County, which includes the Democratic-voting city of Atlanta, a group run by members of former President Donald Trump's administration last week sued so a Republican member of the local elections board could refuse to certify the results of the primary election.
And in Arizona, GOP lawmakers sued to reverse the state's top Democratic officials' requirement that local boards automatically validate their election results.

    


The past four years have been filled with battles over all sorts of election arcana, including one that had long been regarded as an administrative afterthought -- little-known state and local boards certifying the results. With the presidential election looming in November, attorneys are gearing up for yet more fights over election certification, especially in the swing states where the victory margins are expected to be tight. Even if those efforts ultimately fail, election officials worry they'll become a vehicle for promoting bogus election claims.

    


Trump and his allies have tried to use the tactic to stop election results from being made final if they lose. In 2020, two Republicans on Michigan's state board of canvassers, which must certify ballot totals before state officials can declare a winner, briefly balked at signing off before one relented and became the decisive vote. Trump had cheered the delay as part of his push to overturn his loss that ultimately culminated in the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol.




During the 2022 midterms, some conservative, rural counties tried to hold up their state election results, citing the same debunked claims of voter fraud that Trump has made.

    



    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    


In New Mexico, rural county supervisors refused to certify the state's primary vote until they were threatened with prosecution. In Cochise County in southeastern Arizona, two Republican supervisors who refused to certify the local vote totals said they had no doubt their own county's tally was accurate but were protesting the counts in other counties that gave Democratic candidates for governor, attorney general and secretary of state their victories.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Responding to the certification controversies, Michigan's Democratic legislature passed a law making clear that state and local canvassing boards must certify election totals. The two Arizona county supervisors are currently facing criminal charges filed by the state's Democratic attorney general.

    



    


Democrats and nonpartisan groups say the thousands of local election oversight boards across the country aren't the place to contest ballot counts, and that state laws make clear they have no leeway on whether to sign off on their staff's final tallies.
"Election authorities don't have the discretion to reject the results of an election because of their vibes," said Jonathan Diaz of the Campaign Legal Center, adding that lawsuits and recounts are the proper recourse. "They're there to perform a function. They're there to certify."

    


But some Republicans argue that's going too far. Kory Langhofer, the attorney suing to overturn the election procedures manual's directive in Arizona that was issued by the Democratic attorney general and secretary of state, said he didn't support the effort to block certification in Cochise County in 2022. But, he argued, locally elected boards of supervisors have to have some discretion to police elections.
"It seems to me the system is stronger when you have multiple eyes on it," Langhofer said. Of the efforts to block certification in 2020 and 2022, he added, "I hope that's behind us."

    


Democrats doubt that's the case. They note that the America First Policy Institute, a pro-Trump organization run by former officials from his administration, filed the lawsuit in Georgia to let Fulton County Elections Board member Julie Adams vote against certifying elections. Adams' four other board members voted to certify last month's primary but Adams abstained last week, contending she couldn't accept the results given prior election administration problems in the county.

    


"This action will re-establish the role of board members as the ultimate parties responsible for ensuring elections in Fulton County are free from fraud, deceit, and abuse," the institute wrote in its release announcing the lawsuit. The group did not respond to a request for comment.
Fulton County is the heart of the Democratic vote in Georgia, and anything that holds up its totals in November could help make it look like Trump has a large lead in the state.
"Trump and MAGA Republicans have made it clear they are planning to try to block certification of November's election when they are defeated again, and this is a transparent attempt to set the stage for that fight," Georgia Democratic Party chair and Rep. Nikema Williams said in a statement.

    



    


In Michigan's Delta County, clerk Nancy Przewrocki, a Republican, said the two GOP canvassers had requested a hand recount of the votes, which is beyond the scope of their position. The canvassers eventually voted to certify the May election after receiving a letter from the State Elections Director Jonathan Brater, which reminded them of their duties and warned them of the consequences of failing to certify.
Still, Przewrocki said she's concerned about what could happen in November if a similar situation arises.
"I can see this escalating, unfortunately. I'm trying to keep our voters confident in our voting equipment, and this is completely undermining it when there's really nothing there," Przewrocki said.
Following the Delta County incident, Michigan Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson and Attorney General Dana Nessel, both Democrats, issued a reminder to local canvassing boards throughout the state warning them of their legal obligation to certify election results based solely on vote returns. If they don't, there will be "swift action to ensure the legal certification of election results," along with "possible civil and criminal charges against those members for their actions," Benson warned.
Michigan is an example of the futility of the tactic. The new state law makes it clear that canvassing boards can't block certification, but Benson said in an interview that she still worries such an effort, even if legally doomed, would help spread false allegations about the November election.
"Misinformation and talking points emerge that enable others -- particularly politicians -- to continue to cast doubt on the accuracy of election results," she said. 
___
Riccardi reported from Denver and Cappelletti from Lansing, Michigan. Associated Press writers Jeff Amy in Atlanta and Morgan Lee in Santa Fe, New Mexico, contributed to this report.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the 2024 election at https://apnews.com/hub/election-2024.
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Israeli strike kills at least 33 people at a Gaza school the military claims was being used by Hamas

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    An Israeli strike on a school-turned-shelter in central Gaza killed at least 30 people, including five children, according to local health officials. The Israeli military said it was being used as a "Hamas compound."
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An Israeli strike on a school-turned-shelter in central Gaza killed at least 30 people, including five children, according to local health officials. The Israeli military said it was being used as a "Hamas compound."
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            More than 30 killed as Israel strike hits school-turned-shelter run by UN agency in Gaza

        
        
            An Israeli strike early Thursday on a school sheltering displaced Palestinians in central Gaza killed more than 30 people, including 23 women and children, according to local health officials. (AP video: Abdal Kareem Hana/ Production: Wafaa Shurafa)
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    [image: Palestinians look at the aftermath of the Israeli strike on a U.N.-run school that killed dozens of people in the Nusseirat refugee camp in the Gaza Strip, Thursday, June 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ismael Abu Dayyah)]
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Palestinians look at the aftermath of the Israeli strike on a U.N.-run school that killed dozens of people in the Nusseirat refugee camp in the Gaza Strip, Thursday, June 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ismael Abu Dayyah)
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[image: Palestinians mourn relatives killed in an Israeli strike on Israeli strike on a U.N.-run school in the Nusseirat refugee camp, outside a hospital in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, Thursday, June 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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[image: Blood can be seen in the aftermath of the Israeli strike on a U.N.-run school that killed dozens of Palestinians in the Nusseirat refugee camp in the Gaza Strip, Thursday, June 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi)]
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[image: Palestinians check the bodies of their relatives killed in an Israeli bombardment of UNRWA school at Nusseirat refugee camp, in front of the morgue of al-Aqsa Martyrs hospital in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, early Thursday, June 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 15 | Palestinians check the bodies of their relatives killed in an Israeli bombardment of UNRWA school at Nusseirat refugee camp, in front of the morgue of al-Aqsa Martyrs hospital in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, early Thursday, June 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 15
Palestinians check the bodies of their relatives killed in an Israeli bombardment of UNRWA school at Nusseirat refugee camp, in front of the morgue of al-Aqsa Martyrs hospital in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, early Thursday, June 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Palestinians check the bodies of their relatives killed in an Israeli bombardment of UNRWA school at Nusseirat refugee camp, in front of the morgue of al-Aqsa Martyrs hospital in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, early Thursday, June 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 15 | Palestinians check the bodies of their relatives killed in an Israeli bombardment of UNRWA school at Nusseirat refugee camp, in front of the morgue of al-Aqsa Martyrs hospital in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, early Thursday, June 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 15
Palestinians check the bodies of their relatives killed in an Israeli bombardment of UNRWA school at Nusseirat refugee camp, in front of the morgue of al-Aqsa Martyrs hospital in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, early Thursday, June 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Palestinians look for their relatives killed in an Israeli bombardment of UNRWA school at Nusseirat refugee camp, in front of the morgue of al-Aqsa Martyrs hospital in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, early Thursday, June 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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[image: Palestinians mourn their relatives killed in an Israeli bombardment of UNRWA school at Nusseirat refugee camp, in front of the morgue of al-Aqsa Martyrs hospital in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, early Thursday, June 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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[image: Palestinians look at the aftermath of the Israeli strike on a U.N.-run school that killed dozens of people in the Nusseirat refugee camp in the Gaza Strip, Thursday, June 6, 2024. An Israeli strike early Thursday on a school sheltering displaced Palestinians in central Gaza killed more than 30 people, including 23 women and children, according to local health officials. The Israeli military said that Hamas militants were operating from within the school. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi)]
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[image: Palestinians mourn relatives killed in an Israeli strike on Israeli strike on a U.N.-run school in the Nusseirat refugee camp, outside a hospital in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, Thursday, June 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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[image: A Palestinian looks at the aftermath of the Israeli strike on a U.N.-run school that killed dozens of people in the Nusseirat refugee camp in the Gaza Strip, Thursday, June 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ismael Abu Dayyah)]
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                                        DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip (AP) -- An Israeli strike early Thursday on a school sheltering displaced Palestinians in central Gaza killed more than 30 people, including 23 women and children, according to local health officials. The Israeli military said that Hamas militants were operating from within the school. 
It was the latest instance of mass casualties among Palestinians trying to find refuge as Israel expands its offensive. A day earlier, the military announced a new ground and air assault in central Gaza, pursuing Hamas militants it says have regrouped there. Troops repeatedly have swept back into parts of the Gaza Strip they have previously invaded, underscoring the resilience of the militant group despite Israel's nearly eight-month onslaught.
Witnesses and hospital officials said the predawn strike hit the al-Sardi School, run by the United Nations agency for Palestinian refugees known by the acronym UNRWA. The school was filled with Palestinians who had fled Israeli operations and bombardment in northern Gaza, they said. 

    


Ayman Rashed, a man displaced from Gaza City who was sheltering at the school, said the missiles hit classrooms on the second and third floor where families were sheltering. He said he helped carry out five dead, including an old man and two children, one with his head shattered open. "It was dark, with no electricity, and we struggled to get out the victims," Rashed said. 





    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Casualties from the school strike arrived at the Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in nearby Deir al-Balah, which had already been overwhelmed by a stream of constant ambulances since the central Gaza incursion began 24 hours earlier, said Omar al-Derawi, a photographer working for the hospital. 
Videos circulating online appeared to show several wounded people being treated on the floor of the hospital, a common scene in Gaza's overwhelmed medical wards. Electricity in much of the hospital is out because staff are rationing fuel supplies for the generator.

    


"You can't walk in the hospital -- there's so many people. Women from the victims' families are massed in the hallways, crying," he said.
Hospital records and an Associated Press reporter at the hospital recorded at least 33 dead from the strike, including 14 children and nine women. Another strike on a house overnight killed six people, according to the records. Both strikes occurred in Nuseirat, one of several built-up refugee camps in Gaza dating to the 1948 war surrounding Israel's creation, when hundreds of thousands of Palestinians fled or were driven from their homes in what became the new state.
Footage showed bodies wrapped in blankets or plastic bags being laid out in lines in the courtyard of the hospital. Mohammed al-Kareem, a displaced Palestinian sheltering near the hospital, said he saw people searching for their loved ones among bodies, and that one woman kept asking medical workers to open the wraps on the bodies to see if her son was inside. 
"The situation is tragic," he said. 
Philippe Lazzarini, the commissioner-general of UNRWA, said in a post on X that 6,000 people were sheltering in the school when it was hit without prior warning. He said UNRWA was unable to verify claims that armed groups were inside. 

    


An Israeli military spokesman, Lt. Col. Peter Lerner, said that the army wasn't aware of any civilian casualties in the strike. He said that intelligence indicated that militants had used the school compound to orchestrate some of the attacks on Oct. 7 and that at least 20 militants there were using it currently as a "staging realm" to launch attacks on Israeli soldiers. The military gave no evidence for its claims and released a photo of the school, pointing to classrooms on the second and third floor where it claimed militants were located.
The military said it took steps before the strike "to reduce the risk of harming uninvolved civilians ... including conducting aerial surveillance, and additional intelligence information."
UNRWA schools across Gaza have functioned as shelters since the start of the war, which has driven most of the territory's population of 2.3 million Palestinians from their homes. 

    


Last week, Israeli strikes hit near an UNRWA facility in the southern city of Rafah, saying they were targeting Hamas militants. An inferno ripped through tents nearby housing displaced families , killing at least 45 people. The deaths triggered international outrage, and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said the fire was the result of a "tragic mishap." The military said the fire may have been caused by secondary explosions. The cause of the explosions has not been determined.
Israel sent troops into Rafah in early May in what it said was a limited incursion, but those forces are now operating in central parts of the city. More than 1 million people have fled Rafah since the start of the operation, scattering across southern and central Gaza into new tent camps or crowding into schools and homes.

    


Israel launched its campaign in Gaza after Hamas' Oct. 7 attack into Israel, in which militants killed some 1,200 people and took another 250 hostage. Israel's offensive has killed at least 36,000 Palestinians, according to Gaza's Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between fighters and civilians in its figures.
Israel blames civilian deaths on Hamas because it positions fighters, tunnels and rocket launchers in residential areas. 
The United States has thrown its weight behind a phased cease-fire and hostage release outlined by President Joe Biden last week. But Israel says it won't end the war without destroying Hamas, while the militant group is demanding a lasting cease-fire and the full withdrawal of Israeli forces.
Far-right members of Netanyahu's government have threatened to bring down the coalition if he signs onto a cease-fire deal.
Israel has routinely launched airstrikes in all parts of Gaza since the start of the war and has carried out massive ground operations in the territory's two largest cities, Gaza City and Khan Younis, that left much of them in ruins.
The military waged an offensive earlier this year for several weeks in Bureij and several other nearby refugee camps in central Gaza.
Troops pulled out of the Jabaliya camp in northern Gaza last Friday after weeks of fighting caused widespread destruction. First responders have recovered the bodies of 360 people, mostly women and children, killed during the battles. 
___
Samy Magdy reported from Cairo.
___
Follow AP's coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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    [image: Orna Neutra, left, and her husband Ronen Neutra, of Long Island, N.Y., whose son Omer Neutra, 22, is being held hostage by Hamas in Gaza, hold hands while posing for a portrait, after families of Americans being held hostage in Gaza by Hamas were interviewed, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, by the Associated Press in Washington. The couple wears tape with the number of days that their son has been hostage. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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[image: Ruby Chen, left, whose son Itay Chen, 19, was killed by Hamas on Oct. 7, 2023, and his body taken to Gaza, poses for a portrait with his son Roy Chen, after families of Americans being held hostage in Gaza by Hamas were interviewed, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, by the Associated Press in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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[image: Andrea Weinstein, left, of New Haven, Conn., whose sister, Judy Weinstein, 70, and brother-in-law Gad Haggai, were killed by Hamas on Oct. 7, 2023, and their bodies taken to Gaza, poses for a portrait with her daughter Lea Silvert, of Boston, after being interviewed with fellow families of Americans being held hostage in Gaza by Hamas, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in Washington. "We didn't even know that they'd been killed until December," says Weinstein. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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[image: Families of Americans being held hostage by Hamas in Gaza, from left, Jonathan Dekel-Chan, Ruby Chen, Ronen Neutra and Orna Neutra, are interviewed by the Associated Press, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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[image: Jonathan Dekel-Chan, whose son Sagui Dekel-Chen, 35, is being held hostage in Gaza by Hamas, poses for a portrait, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, after an interview with the Associated Press in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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[image: Liz Hirsh Naftali, of New York, whose great niece Abigail Eden, 4, was released by Hamas at the end of November 2023, after being kidnapped into Gaza, poses for a portrait after an Associated Press interview with families of Americans being held hostage in Gaza, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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[image: Families of Americans being held hostage in Gaza by Hamas walk into the Justice Department for a meeting with Attorney General Merrick Garland, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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[image: Families of Americans being held hostage by Hamas in Gaza, from left, Jonathan Dekel-Chan, Ruby Chen, Ronen Neutra and Orna Neutra, are interviewed by the Associated Press, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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[image: Jonathan Dekel-Chan, whose son Sagui Dekel-Chen, 35, is being held hostage in Gaza by Hamas, poses for a portrait, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, after an interview with the Associated Press in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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[image: Families of Americans being held hostage in Gaza by Hamas walk into the Justice Department for a meeting with Attorney General Merrick Garland, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Jonathan Dekel-Chen dreams of the moment when his abducted 35-year-old son, Sagui, is reunited with his wife and three young children, including a daughter born two months after the devastating attack on Israel that initiated the war. 
Ruby Chen longs to recover the remains of his 19-year-old son, Itay -- a soldier who Israeli intelligence says was killed in the Oct. 7 attack -- so that he can be buried and his "soul" finally given "a place to rest" in accordance with Jewish practices.
For many Americans, the Israeli-Hamas war is seen through the daily reports of Israeli ground incursions and airstrikes in Gaza and warnings of a looming famine. There are college campuses riven by protests and great uncertainty over cease-fire prospects.
But the families of the Americans taken hostage are laser-focused on one thing: their loved ones. They fear that with all the tumult of the war, Americans often forget about their fellow citizens who remain missing. They're doing whatever they can to make sure they aren't forgotten and to keep pushing to get them -- or their remains -- back home.

    


"For most of us, we are doers. So we wake up in the morning and we say, what are we doing today? What's on the agenda?" said Ronen Neutra, whose son, Omer, a soldier, was among those taken. "What can I do to make sure that my son will come back home today?




The families were in Washington this week for meetings with U.S. government officials, including national security adviser Jake Sullivan and Attorney General Merrick Garland, whose Justice Department is investigating the deaths and kidnapping of Americans at the hands of Hamas. The meetings came at a sensitive time as the Biden administration endeavors to get Israel and Hamas to commit to a cease-fire deal to end the eight-month-old war.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Speaking as a group Wednesday to The Associated Press, the families recounted their shared sadness, angst and uncertainty but also their hopes for a resolution that would result in the release of scores of hostages, including their loved ones. Eight Americans are believed to be held by Hamas, including three who were killed.

    


The three-part proposal announced on May 31 by President Joe Biden calls for a "full and complete cease-fire," a withdrawal of Israeli forces from densely populated areas of Gaza and the release of hostages -- first, women, the elderly and the wounded and later, all remaining captives, including male soldiers like Neutra, who was ambushed and pulled from a tank on Oct. 7.
"The only way they are going to emerge alive from these tunnels is through some sort of negotiated agreement with the devil, which is Hamas," said Dekel-Chen, whose son was kidnapped while protecting his kibbutz, Nir Oz, which endured a disproportionate toll of murders and hostage-taking by Hamas.
"Hamas clearly has to be forced to or coerced to enter negotiations and complete them," he said, and must decide whether it's about "perpetual warfare and perpetual suffering of its own people" or about "some better future." The Israeli government, for its part, must "stay the course" and "put aside any kind of narrow political interests" for the good of the country, he said.

    


That won't necessarily be easy, given the possibility that a cease-fire deal would shatter Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's governing coalition and make him more vulnerable to a conviction in his corruption trial. 
Netanyahu says he is committed to bringing the hostages home, but also says he won't end the war without destroying Hamas. He and hard-liners in his coalition fear a full Israeli withdrawal before reaching this goal could allow Hamas to claim victory and reconstitute itself.
The meetings with American officials were the latest in a series of sit-downs that began last fall, shortly after the Hamas attack in which militants killed some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and abducted around 250 hostages. 
So much has changed since then. 
The resulting Israeli assault on Gaza has displaced most of the territory's population and killed over 36,000 Palestinians, according to the Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between combatants and civilians. Israel has drawn global criticism, with a U.N. court ordering Israel to halt its offensive in the southern city of Rafah, while American universities from Columbia to Stanford have been convulsed by protests.

    


In Israel, thousands have protested the government, criticizing Netanyahu over his approach to the war and demanding he do more to bring back the roughly 80 hostages believed to be alive, along with the remains of 43 pronounced dead. Many hostage families have been at the forefront of the protest movement.
The American hostage families were measured in discussing the Israeli government's approach, placing the onus more on Hamas.
And they say the warm embrace they have received from U.S. officials exposes a disconnect with the general American public, which they consider to be more apathetic to their plight and ignorant of the fact that so many hostages remain in captivity. 

    


"I think there's also a lack of knowledge," Chen said. "I think the majority of the U.S people are not aware that on October 7th, this was also attack on the United States."
Compounding the sadness eight months into the war is a steady drip of somber Israeli government announcements of additional hostage fatalities -- most recently on Monday, when the military declared four hostages who'd been kidnapped on Oct. 7 as now dead. Adding to the pain, the four men had been seen alive in videos released by Hamas, meaning they died in captivity, possibly from Israeli fire.
Chen spent months hoping his son, an NBA-loving soldier in the Israel Defense Forces, was alive only to learn earlier this year that he had been killed. 
"He was taken hostage even though he was killed. Who does that? Savages. Who takes dead people as bargaining chips?" he said.
Andrea Weinstein received similar news after the Israeli government in late December disclosed the deaths of her sister, Judy -- previously thought to be among the living hostages -- and her husband, Gad Haggai. Weinstein, a teacher with a creative spirit who used puppets to help students find their voices, was on a morning walk with her husband when the attack unfolded, her sister said.
Their bodies remain in Gaza.
Optimistic feelings come in cycles for Omer Neutra's mother, Orna, who said she could not have imagined eight months ago that the family would still be in the same position. She is hopeful but also guarded.
"October 6, it was a different life," she said. "Nothing is the same for us."
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Man charged in Gilgo Beach serial killings kept document used to 'blueprint' crimes, prosecutors say

            
    
        

    



        
            
                
                    Local officials hold a press conference with District Attorney Ray Tierney to provide updates on the Gilgo beach serial killings.
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    [image: Rex Heuermann, center, charged in the Gilgo Beach serial killings on Long Island, appears for a hearing at Suffolk County Court in Riverhead, N.Y., Thursday, June. 6, 2024. Heuermann was charged Thursday in the deaths of two more, after prosecutors said they gathered new DNA evidence and found a computer document he had used to ]
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[image: Rex Heuermann, center, charged in the Gilgo Beach serial killings on Long Island, enters the courtrrom for a hearing at Suffolk County Court in Riverhead, N.Y., Thursday, June. 6, 2024. Heuermann was charged Thursday in the deaths of two more, after prosecutors said they gathered new DNA evidence and found a computer document he had used to ]
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[image: Suffolk County District Attorney Ray Tierney arrives to the courthouse in Riverhead, N.Y., Thursday, June 6, 2024. Rex Heuermann, the New York architect accused of killing four women and leaving their bodies near Long Island's Gilgo Beach, has been accused in the deaths of two more women. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)]
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[image: Rex Heuermann's attorney Michael Brown, right, arrives to the courtroom in Riverhead, N.Y., Thursday, June 6, 2024. Heuermann, the New York architect accused of killing four women and leaving their bodies near Long Island's Gilgo Beach, has been accused in the deaths of two more women. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)]
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[image: Rex Heuermann, center, charged in the Gilgo Beach serial killings on Long Island, appears for a hearing at Suffolk County Court in Riverhead, N.Y., Thursday, June. 6, 2024. Heuermann was charged Thursday in the deaths of two more, after prosecutors said they gathered new DNA evidence and found a computer document he had used to ]
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[image: Suffolk County District Attorney Ray Tierney reacts as new charges are read against Rex Heuermann, charged in the Gilgo Beach serial killings on Long Island, during a hearing at Suffolk County Court in Riverhead, N.Y., Thursday, June. 6, 2024. Heuermann was charged Thursday in the deaths of two more, after prosecutors said they gathered new DNA evidence and found a computer document he had used to ]
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[image: Rex Heuermann, second from right, charged in the Gilgo Beach serial killings on Long Island, appears for a hearing at Suffolk County Court in Riverhead, N.Y., Thursday, June. 6, 2024. Heuermann was charged Thursday in the deaths of two more, after prosecutors said they gathered new DNA evidence and found a computer document he had used to ]
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[image: Rex Heuermann, center, charged in the Gilgo Beach serial killings on Long Island, appears for a hearing at Suffolk County Court in Riverhead, N.Y., Thursday, June. 6, 2024. Heuermann was charged Thursday in the deaths of two more, after prosecutors said they gathered new DNA evidence and found a computer document he had used to ]
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[image: FILE - This photo provided by John Ray Law on July 14, 2023, shows Jessica Taylor, whose remains were found decades ago along on a highway along Gilgo Beach, on New York's Long Island. Rex Heuermann, previously accused of killing four women and leaving their corpses scattered along a coastal highway, was charged Thursday, June 6, 2024, in the deaths of two more, Taylor and Sandra Costil, after prosecutors said they gathered new DNA evidence and found a computer document he had used to "blueprint" his crimes. (John Ray Law via AP, File)]
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                                        RIVERHEAD, N.Y. (AP) -- The New York architect previously accused of killing four women and leaving their corpses scattered along a coastal highway was charged Thursday in the deaths of two more, after prosecutors said they gathered new DNA evidence and found a planning document he had used to "blueprint" his crimes.
Rex Heuermann, 60, appeared before a judge on the eastern end of Long Island to face charges that he killed Jessica Taylor and Sandra Costilla, two young women who were long suspected of being the victims of men preying on sex workers.
Taylor disappeared in 2003. Costilla was killed in 1993. The new charges came just days after police finished extensive searches of Heuermann's Massapequa Park home and a wooded area on Long Island tied to the investigation of a string of deaths known as the Gilgo Beach serial killings.
In a court filing, prosecutors said they were able to use new forensic testing methods to match hairs found on or near the vicinity of both victims to a DNA profile that is a likely match to Heuermann. Additionally, prosecutors say they recovered a "planning document" on a hard drive in his basement used to "methodically blueprint" his killings.

    


The all-caps document features a series of checklists with tasks to complete before, during and after the killings, as well as practical lessons for "next time." Among the dozens of entries written are reminders to clean the bodies and destroy evidence, to "get sleep before hunt" and to "have story set."




One section, titled "things to remember," appears to highlight lessons from previous killings, prosecutors said, such as using heavier rope and limiting noise in order to maximize "play time." A "body prep" checklist includes, among other items, a note to "remove head and hands."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Prosecutors believe that entry may connect Heuermann to yet another victim, Valerie Mack, whose partial skeletal remains were discovered near the body of Taylor after her disappearance in 2000.

    


Heuermann has not been charged in the death of Mack. But asked during a news conference after Thursday's hearing if he was a suspect, District Attorney Ray Tierney replied, "That's fair to say." 
He added that investigators are still working the case, noting that the "method of the crime scene" in Mack's killing was consistent with those of the other victims.
Heuermann pleaded not guilty to killing Taylor and Costilla during the hearing and was ordered held without bail.
Afterward, Tierney said the new charges provide "some small measure of closure" for the victims' families.
The charges involving Costilla, who was killed 30 years ago, indicate that prosecutors believe Heuermann was killing victims for much longer longer than previously thought. Unlike the other victims, Costilla's remains were not among those discovered at Gilgo Beach, but were found in a wooded area in Southampton, Long Island. 
Since late 2010, police have been investigating the deaths of at least 10 people -- mostly female sex workers -- whose remains were discovered along an isolated highway not far from Gilgo Beach on Long Island's south shore.

    


The victims had disappeared over a span of at least 14 years. Vexed police officers made only halting progress in identifying possible suspects. Investigators long said it was likely that not all of the deaths were the work of the same killer. Some of the victims disappeared in the mid-1990s. Investigators concluded that an 11th person who disappeared in 2010 from the barrier island community of Oak Beach had accidentally drowned.
Heuermann, who lived across a bay from where the bodies were found, was arrested last July. Prosecutors said a new investigative task force used mobile phone location data and DNA samples to link the architect to some of the victims. He was charged with killing four of the women: Megan Waterman, Melissa Barthelemy, Amber Lynn Costello and Maureen Brainard-Barnes.
Investigators who had searched Heuermann's home extensively and dug up his yard last summer returned to the house again last month and spent nearly a week searching it again. They focused their efforts mostly in the basement, according to a lawyer for Heuermann's wife. 

    


That followed a search in April of a wooded area in Manorville, about 40 miles (65 kilometers) east of Heuermann's home, linked to another Gilgo Beach victim.
Tierney said the planning document was recovered in March of this year, providing the impetus for the recent searches at the suspect's home and in Manorville.
Prosecutors also said they found a book in Heuermann's possession by the retired FBI agent John Douglas, "The Cases That Haunt Us." They say the planning document referenced specific pages in another work by Douglas, "Mind Hunter," that allude to the personality types of serial killers and profiles of those who use mutilation and sexual violence.

    


Jessica Taylor, 20, vanished in 2003 while working as an escort in New York City. Some of her remains were discovered in Manorville that year. Other remains were found in a 2011 search of the beach scrub by the side of Ocean Parkway, the road where the other Gilgo Beach victims were found.
Valerie Mack, 24, who had been working as an escort in Philadelphia, disappeared in 2000 and was last seen by her family in Port Republic, New Jersey, near Atlantic City. Some of her skeletal remains were discovered that same year in the Manorville woods. More of her remains were found in 2011 in the search around Gilgo Beach.
Initially known as "Jane Doe No. 6," Mack's remains had been unidentified for years until genetic testing revealed her identity in 2020.
Investigators in April also spent days searching a property in the eastern Long Island hamlet of North Sea, where Costilla's body was discovered in 1993. Costilla was 28 when she was killed and had lived in New York City.
A decade ago, Suffolk County prosecutors said publicly that they believed Costilla had been killed by a carpenter who lived in the area, John Bittrolff, who was convicted of murdering two other women whose bodies had been found on the same part of Long Island. But Bittrolff was never charged with Costilla's death due to lack of evidence. He insists he is innocent of any murders.
Heuermann's lawyer and the lawyers separately representing his wife and two adult children declined to comment.
Heuermann, who has been in custody since his arrest, has pleaded not guilty. He had been set to return to court on July 30 for a status hearing. No trial date has been set.
___
Follow Philip Marcelo at twitter.com/philmarcelo. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/gilgo-beach-long-island-serial-killer-cd010da500bedf2aabded35d1b939629
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    [image: FILE - In this Wednesday, June 16, 2021, file photo, people attend the morning session of the Southern Baptist Convention annual meeting in Nashville, Tenn. Southern Baptists gathering at their next annual meeting June 11-12, 2024, in Indianapolis will vote on whether to enact a constitutional ban on churches with women pastors. (AP Photo/Mark Humphrey, File)]
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[image: Kim Eskridge, pastor for women and children at First Baptist Church of Alexandria, Va., poses for an undated photo provided by the church. The congregation plans to send representatives to the annual meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention in Indianapolis June 11-12, 2024, where delegates will vote on whether to amend the convention's constitution to ban any church with a woman pastor. (First Baptist Church of Alexandria, Va. via AP)]
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[image: Robert Stephens, senior pastor of First Baptist Church of Alexandria, Va., poses for an undated photo provided by the church. The congregation plans to send representatives to the annual meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention in Indianapolis June 11-12, 2024, where delegates will vote on whether to amend the convention's constitution to ban any church with a woman pastor. (First Baptist Church of Alexandria, Va. via AP)]
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[image: FILE - People take part in a worship service during the annual Southern Baptist Convention meeting Tuesday, June 15, 2021, in Nashville, Tenn. Southern Baptists gathering at their next annual meeting June 11-12, 2024, in Indianapolis will vote on whether to enact a constitutional ban on churches with women pastors. (AP Photo/Mark Humphrey, File)]
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[image: FILE - Southern Baptist Convention President J. D. Greear speaks during the denomination's annual meeting Tuesday, June 15, 2021, in Nashville, Tenn. Southern Baptists gathering at their next annual meeting June 11-12, 2024, in Indianapolis will vote on whether to enact a constitutional ban on churches with women pastors. (AP Photo/Mark Humphrey, File)]
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[image: The Rev. Meredith Stone welcomes participants to the 2022 Baptist Women in Ministry Annual Gathering, June 28, 2022, at Wilshire Baptist Church, Dallas, Texas. The organization plans prayer gatherings in support of Baptist female pastors outside the Southern Baptist Convention's annual meeting in Indianapolis June 11-12, 2024. (Baptist Women in Ministry, via AP)]
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[image: Linda Bames Popham, pastor of Fern Creek Baptist Church in Louisville, Kentucky, speaks at the Southern Baptist Convention at the New Orleans Ernest N. Morial Convention Center in New Orleans, Tuesday, June 13, 2023. Popham was making an unsuccessful appeal to have the church reinstated in the convention after it was ousted because of her role as a woman pastor. (Scott Clause/The Daily Advertiser via AP)]
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[image: Rick Warren speaks at the Southern Baptist Convention at the New Orleans Ernest N Morial Convention Center, Tuesday, June 13, 2023, in New Orleans. Rick Warren, retired pastor of Saddleback Church in California, speaks at the Southern Baptist Convention at the New Orleans Ernest N. Morial Convention Center, Tuesday, June 13, 2023, in New Orleans. Warren was making an unsuccessful appeal to have the church reinstated in the convention after it was ousted for having a woman pastor. (Scott Clause/The Daily Advertiser via AP)]
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[image: Kim Eskridge, pastor for women and children at First Baptist Church of Alexandria, Va., poses for an undated photo provided by the church. The congregation plans to send representatives to the annual meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention in Indianapolis June 11-12, 2024, where delegates will vote on whether to amend the convention's constitution to ban any church with a woman pastor. (First Baptist Church of Alexandria, Va. via AP)]
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[image: FILE - People take part in a worship service during the annual Southern Baptist Convention meeting Tuesday, June 15, 2021, in Nashville, Tenn. Southern Baptists gathering at their next annual meeting June 11-12, 2024, in Indianapolis will vote on whether to enact a constitutional ban on churches with women pastors. (AP Photo/Mark Humphrey, File)]
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[image: FILE - Southern Baptist Convention President J. D. Greear speaks during the denomination's annual meeting Tuesday, June 15, 2021, in Nashville, Tenn. Southern Baptists gathering at their next annual meeting June 11-12, 2024, in Indianapolis will vote on whether to enact a constitutional ban on churches with women pastors. (AP Photo/Mark Humphrey, File)]
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[image: The Rev. Meredith Stone welcomes participants to the 2022 Baptist Women in Ministry Annual Gathering, June 28, 2022, at Wilshire Baptist Church, Dallas, Texas. The organization plans prayer gatherings in support of Baptist female pastors outside the Southern Baptist Convention's annual meeting in Indianapolis June 11-12, 2024. (Baptist Women in Ministry, via AP)]
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[image: Linda Bames Popham, pastor of Fern Creek Baptist Church in Louisville, Kentucky, speaks at the Southern Baptist Convention at the New Orleans Ernest N. Morial Convention Center in New Orleans, Tuesday, June 13, 2023. Popham was making an unsuccessful appeal to have the church reinstated in the convention after it was ousted because of her role as a woman pastor. (Scott Clause/The Daily Advertiser via AP)]
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[image: Rick Warren speaks at the Southern Baptist Convention at the New Orleans Ernest N Morial Convention Center, Tuesday, June 13, 2023, in New Orleans. Rick Warren, retired pastor of Saddleback Church in California, speaks at the Southern Baptist Convention at the New Orleans Ernest N. Morial Convention Center, Tuesday, June 13, 2023, in New Orleans. Warren was making an unsuccessful appeal to have the church reinstated in the convention after it was ousted for having a woman pastor. (Scott Clause/The Daily Advertiser via AP)]
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                                        From its towering white steeple and red-brick facade to its Sunday services filled with rousing gospel hymns and evangelistic sermons, First Baptist Church of Alexandria, Virginia, bears many of the classic hallmarks of a Southern Baptist church.
On a recent Sunday, its pastor for women and children, Kim Eskridge, urged members to invite friends and neighbors to an upcoming vacation Bible school -- a perennial Baptist activity -- to help "reach families in the community with the gospel."
But because that pastor is a woman, First Baptist's days in the Southern Baptist Convention may be numbered.
At the SBC's annual meeting June 11-12 in Indianapolis, representatives will vote on whether to amend the denomination's constitution to essentially ban churches with any women pastors -- and not just in the top job. That measure received overwhelming approval in a preliminary vote last year.

    


Leaders of First Baptist - which has given millions to Southern Baptist causes and has been involved with the convention since its 19th century founding -- are bracing for a possible expulsion.
"We are grieved at the direction the SBC has taken," the church said in a statement.




And it's not alone.
By some estimates, the proposed ban could affect hundreds of congregations and have a disproportionate impact on predominantly Black churches. 
The vote is partly the culmination of events set in motion two years ago.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

That's when a Virginia pastor contacted SBC officials to contend that First Baptist and four nearby churches were "out of step" with denominational doctrine that says only men can be pastors. The SBC Credentials Committee launched a formal inquiry in April.
Southern Baptists disagree on which ministry jobs this doctrine refers to. Some say it's just the senior pastor, others that a pastor is anyone who preaches and exercises spiritual authority.
And in a Baptist tradition that prizes local church autonomy, critics say the convention shouldn't enshrine a constitutional rule based on one interpretation of its non-binding doctrinal statement.

    


By some estimates, women are working in pastoral roles in hundreds of SBC-linked churches, a fraction of the nearly 47,000 across the denomination.
But critics say the amendment would amount to a further narrowing in numbers and mindset for the nation's largest Protestant denomination, which has moved steadily rightward in recent decades.
They also wonder if the SBC has better things to do.
It has struggled to respond to sexual abuse cases in its churches. A former professor at a Southern Baptist seminary in Texas was indicted in May on a charge of falsifying a record about alleged sexual abuse by a student in order to obstruct a federal investigation into sexual misconduct in the convention.
SBC membership has dipped below 13 million, nearly a half-century low. Baptismal rates are in long-term decline.
The amendment, if passed, wouldn't prompt an immediate purge. But it could keep the denomination's leaders busy for years, investigating and ousting churches. 

    


Many predominantly Black churches have men as lead pastors but assign pastor titles to women in other areas, such as worship and children's ministries.
"To disfellowship like-minded churches ... based on a local-church governance decision dishonors the spirit of cooperation and the guiding tenets of our denomination," wrote Pastor Gregory Perkins, president of the SBC's National African American Fellowship, to denominational officials.
The controversy complicates the already-choppy efforts by the mostly white denomination to diversify and overcome its legacy of slavery and segregation.
Amendment proponents say the convention needs to reinforce its doctrinal statement, the Baptist Faith and Message, which says the office of pastor is "limited to men as qualified by Scripture." 
"If we won't stand on this issue and be unapologetically biblical, then we won't stand on anything," said amendment proponent Mike Law, pastor of Arlington Baptist Church in Virginia.
Since Baptist churches are independent, the convention can't tell them what to do or whom to appoint as a pastor.

    


But the convention can decide which churches are in and which are out. And even without a formal amendment, its Executive Committee has begun telling churches with women pastors that they're out. That included one of its largest, Saddleback Church of California.
When Saddleback and a small Kentucky church appealed to the annual meeting in 2023, delegates overwhelmingly refused to take them back.
The amendment would give such enforcement actions more teeth.
Some churches with women pastors quit on their own in the past year. They range from Elevation Church, a North Carolina megachurch, to First Baptist of Richmond, Virginia, which had close SBC ties from the convention's founding.
Law contended the issue has been a "canary in the coalmine" for liberal denominations, several of which began ordaining women and later LGBTQ+ people.

    


"Southern Baptists are facing a decisive moment," he said in a video on a pro-amendment website. "Here's the trajectory of doing nothing: Soon Southern Baptist churches will start openly supporting homosexual clergy, same-sex marriage and eventually transgenderism."
Others point out that Pentecostal and other denominations have had women pastors for generations and remain theologically conservative.
Some SBC churches with women pastors are heavily involved with the convention, while others have minimal connections and identify more closely with historically Black or other progressive denominations.
Also, some SBC churches interpret the 2000 faith statement as only applying to senior pastors. As long as a the church leader is male, women can serve other pastoral roles, they say.
Such churches may leave if SBC leaders interfere with congregations following "their conscience, biblical convictions, and values by recognizing women can receive a pastoral gift from God in partnership with male leadership," said Dwight McKissic, a pastor from Arlington, Texas, on the social media platform X.
Other churches say women can be in any role, including senior pastor, and churches can agree to disagree if they embrace most of the SBC faith statement.
That category includes First Baptist of Alexandria. Though its current senior pastor is male, it recognizes "God's calling to ordain any qualified individual, male or female, for pastoral ministry," the church said in a statement.
First Baptist leaders declined interview requests, but it has posted extensively about the issue on its website.
It said while it plans to send representatives to the SBC annual meeting, it was warned to expect a motion to deny them voting privileges. 
"I do believe we need to be heard and represented," Senior Pastor Robert Stephens told members in a video-recorded meeting.
The SBC's top administrative body opposes the amendment. Investigating churches' compliance would consume an unsustainable amount of time and energy over something that shouldn't be a litmus test for fellowship, wrote Jeff Iorg, president of the SBC Executive Committee, in a Baptist Press commentary.
Baptist Women in Ministry, which began within the SBC in the 1980s but now works in multiple Baptist denominations, has taken note. The Rev. Meredith Stone, its executive director, said some women pastors within the SBC have reached out for support.
The group plans to release a documentary, "Midwives of a Movement," about 20th century trailblazers for women in Baptist ministry, on the eve of the SBC meeting.
"As they are saying women have less value to God than men in the church, we want to make sure that women know they do have equal value and that there are no limits to how they follow Christ in the work of the church," Stone said.
___
Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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Tornado hits Michigan, killing toddler, while Ohio and Maryland storms injure at least 13

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Emergency workers in Maryland responded to reports that people were trapped inside structures that collapsed after a tornado was spotted outside of Washington, DC during rounds of strong storms Wednesday night.
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    [image: Laure (cq) Hibberd and her son, Johnny Hibberd walk past a downed tree at Rotary Park after a tornado swept through the area in Livonia, Mich., Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (Robin Buckson/Detroit News via AP)]
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[image: Injured tornado victims are moved to the front yard of a neighbor's home in Gaithersburg, Md., Wednesday, June 5, 2024, before being transported to a hospital. Several people were hurt when a large tree collapsed on a house on Dogwood Drive. (Michael S. Williamson/The Washington Post via AP)]
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[image: Several trees slammed into a structure at Rotary Park in Livonia, MIch., Wednesday, June 5, 2024 as a tornado tore through the western Wayne County community. (Nolan Finley/The Detroit News via AP)]
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[image: Workers remove parts of trees at a home on Hubbard Street after a storm in Livonia, Mich., Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (Robin Buckson/Detroit News via AP)]
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Workers remove parts of trees at a home on Hubbard Street after a storm in Livonia, Mich., Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (Robin Buckson/Detroit News via AP)
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[image: Sheri Redd stands in her driveway as fallen trees surround her home after a tornado struck the area in Livonia, Mich., Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (Robin Buckson/Detroit News via AP)]
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Sheri Redd stands in her driveway as fallen trees surround her home after a tornado struck the area in Livonia, Mich., Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (Robin Buckson/Detroit News via AP)
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[image: A fallen tree lays near a home on Hubbard Street after a tornado struck the area in Livonia, Mich., Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (Robin Buckson/Detroit News via AP)]
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A fallen tree lays near a home on Hubbard Street after a tornado struck the area in Livonia, Mich., Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (Robin Buckson/Detroit News via AP)
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[image: People walk around Rotary Park looking at downed trees after a tornado swept through the area in Livonia, Mich., Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (Robin Buckson/Detroit News via AP)]
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People walk around Rotary Park looking at downed trees after a tornado swept through the area in Livonia, Mich., Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (Robin Buckson/Detroit News via AP)
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[image: A downed tree lays on the roof of a home on Hubbard Street after a tornado swept through the area in Livonia, Mich., Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (Robin Buckson/Detroit News via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 12 | A downed tree lays on the roof of a home on Hubbard Street after a tornado swept through the area in Livonia, Mich., Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (Robin Buckson/Detroit News via AP)
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A downed tree lays on the roof of a home on Hubbard Street after a tornado swept through the area in Livonia, Mich., Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (Robin Buckson/Detroit News via AP)
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[image: Part of a downed tree is tangled in power lines behind homes on Hubbard Street after a storm in Livonia, Mich., Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (Robin Buckson/Detroit News via AP)]
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Part of a downed tree is tangled in power lines behind homes on Hubbard Street after a storm in Livonia, Mich., Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (Robin Buckson/Detroit News via AP)
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[image: An injured tornado victim is transported in Gaithersburg, Md., Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Several people were hurt when a large tree collapsed on a house on Dogwood Drive. (Michael S. Williamson/The Washington Post via AP)]
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An injured tornado victim is transported in Gaithersburg, Md., Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Several people were hurt when a large tree collapsed on a house on Dogwood Drive. (Michael S. Williamson/The Washington Post via AP)
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[image: Injured tornado victims are moved to the front yard of a neighbor's home in Gaithersburg, Md., Wednesday, June 5, 2024, before being transported to a hospital. Several people were hurt when a large tree collapsed on a house on Dogwood Drive. (Michael S. Williamson/The Washington Post via AP)]
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                                        LIVONIA, Mich. (AP) -- Tornado-spawning storms tearing across the eastern U.S. killed a toddler in a Detroit suburb and injured at least five in Maryland on Wednesday and left another eight people hurt in Ohio early Thursday.
A suspected tornado ripped away a gas station canopy and heavily damaged a restaurant and a discount store early Thursday in the eastern Ohio village of Frazeysburg. Eight people suffered minor injuries, mostly from flying debris, said Jeff Jadwin, the emergency management director in Muskingum County.
The storm's path followed the village's main street, leaving a trail of uprooted trees and damaged homes from one end to the other, he said. He estimated that at least 100 homes were hit, several of which were destroyed. The village of 1,500 people is about 50 miles (80 kilometers) east of Columbus.
Officials in Livonia, Michigan, said the tornado tore through several neighborhoods on Wednesday afternoon and developed so quickly that there was no advance notice from the National Weather Service or others that would have normally led to the activation of warning sirens.

    


The storm uprooted a massive tree that fell on one family's house and came through the roof, landing on a bed where a woman and her 2-year-old were sleeping, officials said in a post on the city's website. Crews worked for nearly an hour to remove the roof and parts of the tree and then lift the tree to get the victims out.




The toddler was pronounced dead at the scene, officials said. The mother was transported to a local hospital in critical condition.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A 2-week-old sibling who was in a crib in a separate room was not injured but taken to a hospital for an evaluation, Livonia Fire Department Chief Robert Jennison told WDIV-TV.
"This is a terrible tragedy for our community," Mayor Maureen Miller Brosnan said in the statement. "Our hearts are broken, too, and we send our deepest sympathies."

    


The weather service in Detroit confirmed on the social platform X that an EF1 tornado with a peak wind speed of 95 mph (153 kph) moved through Livonia. The agency said the twister traveled a path spanning over 5 miles (8 kilometers), uprooting trees and damaging some homes.
A representative from the weather service called it a spin-up storm that didn't show up on their radars in enough time to issue a warning, according to city officials.
By late morning Thursday, 14,000 customers lacked power in southeastern Michigan, DTE Energy said.
It has been a grim spring for tornadoes in the U.S., where severe weather killed at least 24 people during the Memorial Day holiday weekend alone. April had the second-highest number of tornadoes on record in the country. The storms come as climate change contributes in general to the severity of storms around the world.
Tornado warnings were issued for parts of several other states on Wednesday night, including Ohio, New Jersey and Delaware. In New Hampshire's Seacoast area, storms took down trees and caused power outages.
In suburban Maryland, emergency workers responded to reports that people were trapped inside collapsed structures after a tornado hit Wednesday night, felling trees, damaging buildings and downing power lines. Montgomery County Fire and Rescue Service spokesperson Pete Piringer said the most significant damage occurred when a large tree fell on a house in Gaithersburg, injuring five people who were taken to hospitals, including one with traumatic injuries, he said. No serious injuries were reported at the other structures.

    


"We got incredibly lucky in Montgomery County, with two different tornadoes coming during the peak of rush hour, evening rush hour, and people home, having dinner in their homes," Earl Stoddard, director of the Montgomery County Office of Emergency Management & Homeland Security, said at a briefing on Thursday morning. "We were just very fortunate that the damage in Montgomery County was not substantially worse." 
The focus Thursday is on cleaning up and opening up the roads that are still closed and helping families whose homes need significant repairs, Stoddard said. 

    


There were nine different areas with possible tornadic damage in Maryland that crews will survey, looking at whether there was one tornado that skipped along or different tornadoes, according to Kevin Rodriguez, lead meteorologist at the weather service office in Sterling, Virginia. The office issued 22 tornado warnings Wednesday, the fourth-most issued in a single day by the office that covers much of Maryland, the District of Columbia, northern Virginia and the eastern West Virginia panhandle, Rodriguez said.
In West Virginia's Berkeley and Jefferson counties, there were images of what were probably tornadoes on the ground, Rodriguez said. Based on video, he said they can confirm four Maryland tornadoes, two in Montgomery County, one in the Arbutus area south of Baltimore and another in northern Maryland near Carroll County Regional Airport in Westminster. Those areas still have to be surveyed over the next few days to see how strong they were.

    


While tornadoes aren't unheard of in the region, they are relatively rare, especially outbreaks of the volume seen Wednesday night. Forecasters had warned earlier in the day of the potential for severe weather, including possible tornadoes, but the twisters came as somewhat of a surprise.
"It was a very busy night," said National Weather Service Hydrologist Jeremy Geiger. "It's one of those things, all the right ingredients that come together at the right time. So that's always the question."
Geiger said it wasn't a super high-energy storm system, but the wind shear and other factors gave it a boost and created the rotation that allows tornadoes to form. He said the system was especially challenging because forecasters were issuing flash flood warnings and tornado warnings simultaneously, with some residents being advised to seek high ground and others sheltering in the basement. 
Geiger said his office would likely review the events of Wednesday night and use them as a training tool for staff. 
In Gaithersburg, George Mhaano told WJLA-TV that a crane might be needed to lift a tree off his home, so he would probably stay at a hotel. When the tornado hit, Mhanno said he heard loud thuds and banging on the window, so he hid in a bathtub. Later, firefighters came knocking and told him to get out and he did.
"Thank God, I wasn't hurt and, thank God, everyone at my house was at church," Mhaano told WJLA-TV. "This is just material. It can be replaced or fixed. No one got hurt, so that's all that matters."
In Portsmouth, New Hampshire, fires at two homes on opposite ends of the city were believed to have been started by lightning strikes that happened within 15 minutes of each other, Fire Chief William McQuillen said. Both homes were damaged and one was considered uninhabitable. No injuries were reported.
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AI 'gold rush' for chatbot training data could run out of human-written text

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Traffic on Interstate 35 passes a Microsoft data center on Sept. 5, 2023, in West Des Moines, Iowa. Artificial intelligence systems like ChatGPT could soon run out of what keeps making them smarter -- the tens of trillions of words that people have written and shared online. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall, File)]
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                                        Artificial intelligence systems like ChatGPT could soon run out of what keeps making them smarter -- the tens of trillions of words people have written and shared online.
A new study released Thursday by research group Epoch AI projects that tech companies will exhaust the supply of publicly available training data for AI language models by roughly the turn of the decade -- sometime between 2026 and 2032.
Comparing it to a "literal gold rush" that depletes finite natural resources, Tamay Besiroglu, an author of the study, said the AI field might face challenges in maintaining its current pace of progress once it drains the reserves of human-generated writing.
In the short term, tech companies like ChatGPT-maker OpenAI and Google are racing to secure and sometimes pay for high-quality data sources to train their AI large language models - for instance, by signing deals to tap into the steady flow of sentences coming out of Reddit forums and news media outlets.

    


In the longer term, there won't be enough new blogs, news articles and social media commentary to sustain the current trajectory of AI development, putting pressure on companies to tap into sensitive data now considered private -- such as emails or text messages -- or relying on less-reliable "synthetic data" spit out by the chatbots themselves.




"There is a serious bottleneck here," Besiroglu said. "If you start hitting those constraints about how much data you have, then you can't really scale up your models efficiently anymore. And scaling up models has been probably the most important way of expanding their capabilities and improving the quality of their output."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The researchers first made their projections two years ago -- shortly before ChatGPT's debut -- in a working paper that forecast a more imminent 2026 cutoff of high-quality text data. Much has changed since then, including new techniques that enabled AI researchers to make better use of the data they already have and sometimes "overtrain" on the same sources multiple times. 

    


But there are limits, and after further research, Epoch now foresees running out of public text data sometime in the next two to eight years. 
The team's latest study is peer-reviewed and due to be presented at this summer's International Conference on Machine Learning in Vienna, Austria. Epoch is a nonprofit institute hosted by San Francisco-based Rethink Priorities and funded by proponents of effective altruism -- a philanthropic movement that has poured money into mitigating AI's worst-case risks.
Besiroglu said AI researchers realized more than a decade ago that aggressively expanding two key ingredients -- computing power and vast stores of internet data -- could significantly improve the performance of AI systems.
The amount of text data fed into AI language models has been growing about 2.5 times per year, while computing has grown about 4 times per year, according to the Epoch study. Facebook parent company Meta Platforms recently claimed the largest version of their upcoming Llama 3 model -- which has not yet been released -- has been trained on up to 15 trillion tokens, each of which can represent a piece of a word.

    


But how much it's worth worrying about the data bottleneck is debatable. 
"I think it's important to keep in mind that we don't necessarily need to train larger and larger models," said Nicolas Papernot, an assistant professor of computer engineering at the University of Toronto and researcher at the nonprofit Vector Institute for Artificial Intelligence.
Papernot, who was not involved in the Epoch study, said building more skilled AI systems can also come from training models that are more specialized for specific tasks. But he has concerns about training generative AI systems on the same outputs they're producing, leading to degraded performance known as "model collapse."
Training on AI-generated data is "like what happens when you photocopy a piece of paper and then you photocopy the photocopy. You lose some of the information," Papernot said. Not only that, but Papernot's research has also found it can further encode the mistakes, bias and unfairness that's already baked into the information ecosystem. 

    


If real human-crafted sentences remain a critical AI data source, those who are stewards of the most sought-after troves -- websites like Reddit and Wikipedia, as well as news and book publishers -- have been forced to think hard about how they're being used. 
"Maybe you don't lop off the tops of every mountain," jokes Selena Deckelmann, chief product and technology officer at the Wikimedia Foundation, which runs Wikipedia. "It's an interesting problem right now that we're having natural resource conversations about human-created data. I shouldn't laugh about it, but I do find it kind of amazing."
While some have sought to close off their data from AI training -- often after it's already been taken without compensation -- Wikipedia has placed few restrictions on how AI companies use its volunteer-written entries. Still, Deckelmann said she hopes there continue to be incentives for people to keep contributing, especially as a flood of cheap and automatically generated "garbage content" starts polluting the internet.

    


AI companies should be "concerned about how human-generated content continues to exist and continues to be accessible," she said. 
From the perspective of AI developers, Epoch's study says paying millions of humans to generate the text that AI models will need "is unlikely to be an economical way" to drive better technical performance.
As OpenAI begins work on training the next generation of its GPT large language models, CEO Sam Altman told the audience at a United Nations event last month that the company has already experimented with "generating lots of synthetic data" for training.
"I think what you need is high-quality data. There is low-quality synthetic data. There's low-quality human data," Altman said. But he also expressed reservations about relying too heavily on synthetic data over other technical methods to improve AI models.
"There'd be something very strange if the best way to train a model was to just generate, like, a quadrillion tokens of synthetic data and feed that back in," Altman said. "Somehow that seems inefficient."
------------
The Associated Press and OpenAI have a licensing and technology agreement that allows OpenAI access to part of AP's text archives.
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A new 'Hunger Games' book -- and movie -- is coming

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Suzanne Collins arrives at the Los Angeles premiere of "The Hunger Games: Mockingjay - Part 1" at the Nokia Theatre L.A. Live on Nov. 17, 2014. Collins is returning to the ravaged, post-apocalyptic land of Panem for a new "The Hunger Games" novel. Scholastic announced Thursday that "Sunrise on the Reaping" will be published March 18, 2025. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Inspired by an 18th century Scottish philosopher and the modern scourge of misinformation, Suzanne Collins is returning to the ravaged, post-apocalyptic land of Panem for a new "The Hunger Games" novel. 
Scholastic announced Thursday that "Sunrise on the Reaping," the fifth volume of Collins' blockbuster dystopian series, will be published March 18, 2025. The new book begins with the reaping of the Fiftieth Hunger Games, set 24 years before the original "Hunger Games" novel, which came out in 2008, and 40 years after Collins' most recent book, "The Ballad of Songbirds and Snakes."
Lionsgate, which has released film adaptations of all four previous "Hunger Games" books, announced later on Thursday that "Sunrise on the Reaping" will open in theaters on Nov. 20, 2026. Francis Lawrence, who has worked on all but the first "Hunger Games" movie, will return as director.

    


The first four "Hunger Games" books have sold more than 100 million copies and been translated into dozens of languages. Collins had seemingly ended the series after the 2010 publication of "Mockingjay," writing in 2015 that it was "time to move on to other lands." But four years later, she stunned readers and the publishing world when she revealed she was working on what became "The Ballad of Songbirds and Snakes," released in 2020 and set 64 years before the first book.


Collins has drawn upon Greek mythology and the Roman gladiator games for her earlier "Hunger Games" books. But for the upcoming novel, she cites the Scottish Enlightenment philosopher David Hume.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"With 'Sunrise on the Reaping,' I was inspired by David Hume's idea of implicit submission and, in his words, 'the easiness with which the many are governed by the few,'" Collins said in a statement. "The story also lent itself to a deeper dive into the use of propaganda and the power of those who control the narrative. The question 'Real or not real?' seems more pressing to me every day."

    


The "Hunger Games" movies are a multibillion dollar franchise for Lionsgate. Jennifer Lawrence portrayed heroine Katniss Everdeen in the film versions of "The Hunger Games," "Catching Fire" and "Mockingjay," the last of which came out in two installments. Other featured actors have included Philip Seymour Hoffman, Josh Hutcherson, Stanley Tucci and Donald Sutherland.
"Suzanne Collins is a master storyteller and our creative north star," Lionsgate chair Adam Fogelson said in a statement. "We couldn't be more fortunate than to be guided and trusted by a collaborator whose talent and imagination are so consistently brilliant."
The film version of "Songbirds and Snakes," starring Tom Blyth and Rachel Zegler, came out last year. This fall, a "Hunger Games" stage production is scheduled to debut in London.
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Live updates: 80th anniversary of D-Day underway in Normandy

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    People were gathered on the beaches, and commemorations were already underway early in the morning. The full day of events will see heads of state, including U.S. President Joe Biden and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, gathering with the ever-dwindling number of World War II veterans.
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Netherlands kicks off 4 days of European Union elections across 27 nations
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    [image: Anti-Islam lawmaker Geert Wilders of the PVV, or Party for Freedom, casts his ballot for the European election in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday, June 6, 2024. Voters in the European Union are set to elect lawmakers starting Thursday June 6th for the bloc's parliament. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)]
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[image: Anti-Islam lawmaker Geert Wilders of the PVV, or Party for Freedom, is interviewed after casting his ballot for the European election in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday, June 6, 2024. Voters in the European Union are set to elect lawmakers starting Thursday June 6th for the bloc's parliament. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)]
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[image: Anti-islam lawmaker Geert Wilders of the PVV, or Party for Freedom, is surrounded by body guards as he arrives to cast his ballot for the European election in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday, June 6, 2024. Voters in the European Union are set to elect lawmakers starting Thursday June 6th for the bloc's parliament. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)]
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[image: A bicyclist passes a billboard for the European Election opposite the Concertgebouw concert hall Amsterdam, Netherlands, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Voters in the European Union are set to elect lawmakers starting Thursday June 6th for the bloc's parliament. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)]
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[image: A woman passes a billboard for the European Election on Museumplein square in Amsterdam, the Netherlands, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Voters in the European Union are set to elect lawmakers starting Thursday for the bloc's parliament. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)]
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[image: Pedestrians pass a billboard for the European Election on Rembrantplein square in Amsterdam, the Netherlands, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Voters in the European Union are set to elect lawmakers starting Thursday for the bloc's parliament. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)]
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[image: Bicyclists pass a billboard for the European Election outside the Maritime Museum in Amsterdam, the Netherlands, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Voters in the European Union are set to elect lawmakers starting Thursday for the bloc's parliament. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)]
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[image: Anti-Islam lawmaker Geert Wilders of the PVV, or Party for Freedom, is interviewed after casting his ballot for the European election in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday, June 6, 2024. Voters in the European Union are set to elect lawmakers starting Thursday June 6th for the bloc's parliament. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)]
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[image: Anti-islam lawmaker Geert Wilders of the PVV, or Party for Freedom, is surrounded by body guards as he arrives to cast his ballot for the European election in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday, June 6, 2024. Voters in the European Union are set to elect lawmakers starting Thursday June 6th for the bloc's parliament. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)]
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[image: Anti-Islam lawmaker Geert Wilders of the PVV, or Party for Freedom, casts his ballot for the European election in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday, June 6, 2024. Voters in the European Union are set to elect lawmakers starting Thursday June 6th for the bloc's parliament. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)]
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[image: A bicyclist passes a billboard for the European Election opposite the Concertgebouw concert hall Amsterdam, Netherlands, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Voters in the European Union are set to elect lawmakers starting Thursday June 6th for the bloc's parliament. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)]
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[image: A woman passes a billboard for the European Election on Museumplein square in Amsterdam, the Netherlands, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Voters in the European Union are set to elect lawmakers starting Thursday for the bloc's parliament. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)]
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[image: Pedestrians pass a billboard for the European Election on Rembrantplein square in Amsterdam, the Netherlands, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Voters in the European Union are set to elect lawmakers starting Thursday for the bloc's parliament. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)]
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[image: Bicyclists pass a billboard for the European Election outside the Maritime Museum in Amsterdam, the Netherlands, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Voters in the European Union are set to elect lawmakers starting Thursday for the bloc's parliament. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)]
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Bicyclists pass a billboard for the European Election outside the Maritime Museum in Amsterdam, the Netherlands, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Voters in the European Union are set to elect lawmakers starting Thursday for the bloc's parliament. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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                                        THE HAGUE, Netherlands (AP) -- Voters went to the polls in the Netherlands on Thursday to kick off European Union parliamentary elections that span four days across the 27 member states and are expected to deliver gains for the hard right.
Geert Wilders, of the far-right Party for Freedom, or PVV, was among the first senior politicians to cast his ballot. 
Having sent shockwaves around Europe six months ago by becoming the biggest party in the Dutch national parliament, he now wants to build on that popularity and set the tone for much of the bloc, with calls to claw powers back to national capitals and away from the EU so member states have more autonomy on issues such as migration. 
Paradoxically, like many hard right parties across the bloc, he wants to get more powers in the European Parliament, so he can weaken the EU institutions from within. 

    


"You also need to have a strong presence in the European Parliament and make sure that, if necessary, we will be able to change the European guidelines in order to be in charge of our own immigration policy and asylum policy," Wilders said after voting in The Hague. 




That is why he was immediately calling for a broad alliance of hard right parties to break up the traditional coalition of Christian Democrats, Socialists, pro-business Liberals and Greens. 
"Making a larger group in the European Parliament," Wilders said, "that gives us power to change all those European regulations in order to be more in charge of it ourselves -- here in the national parliaments." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Wilders, Italy's Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni and French opposition leader Marine Le Pen stand in stark contrast to much of the left and many center parties, which call for a more united European approach on anything from climate change measures to defense, arguing individual nations only have a weak voice on the global stage. 
"It is important that the European Union is a good and strong partner," said Gerard Kroon, a 66-year-old who works for the Hague municipality and voted in city hall for pro-Europe party Volt. "We have to get things done all together. Not only in Europe but in the Netherlands too."

    


Since the last EU election in 2019, populist, far-right and extremist parties now lead governments in three EU nations, are part of governing coalitions in several others, and appear to have surging public support across the continent.
The Dutch center-right Christian Democratic Appeal party reported that its website was "temporarily less accessible" because of a distributed denial of service attack Thursday.
"On election day, we consider this an attack on free, democratic elections," the party posted on X.
National broadcaster NOS reported that the site of Wilders' party and the far right Forum for Democracy also were briefly down. 
The EU elections are the world's second-biggest exercise in democracy behind the election in India, and the stakes are high.
Almost 400 million voters will be electing 720 members of the European Parliament from beyond the Arctic circle to the edges of Africa and Asia. The results will have an impact on issues ranging from global climate policies and defense to migration and geopolitical relations with China and the United States.

    


There was some early voting in some countries, but the Netherlands is the only EU country to start its single-day vote so early, followed by Ireland and the Czech Republic on Friday and the rest of the EU nations over the weekend. Europe-wide results will be announced Sunday night after all member states have completed voting. 
Since the last European elections in 2019, war has broken out on the fringe of the bloc following Russia's invasion of Ukraine, a country that desperately wants to join the EU.
A founding member, the Netherlands was long unwavering in its support of EU policies. Research from the Clingendael think tank, though, suggests dissatisfaction with the EU among Dutch people, and that while most believe that the Netherlands should remain in the bloc, many also believe it should be more self-sufficient. 

    


While many voters are predicted to lurch to the right, the Christian Democrat-dominated European People's Party, led by European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen, is currently the EU legislature's biggest bloc and is bound to be the coalition kingmaker when the dust settles on the election results.
In the Netherlands, Wilders' PVV could build on its domestic success and surge, possibly overtaking the combined Labor Party and Green Left. Labor topped the Dutch EU Parliament election in 2019 with 19% of the vote for six seats while the Greens took 11% and three seats. Wilders' party at the time only managed 3.5% and no seats.
Wilders and one of his likely coalition partners, the Farmer Citizen Movement, are popular among farmers in the Netherlands who have staged regular protests to call for an easing of EU legislation they say is crippling their livelihoods. 

    


Wilders has in the past called for the Netherlands to leave the EU as Britain did, but his party's manifesto for the election starting Thursday makes no mention of a so-called Nexit. Instead, it urges voters to back the PVV so it can change the EU from within, similar to plans of many other hard right parties across the bloc.
The number of members elected in each country depends on the size of the population, ranging from six for Malta, Luxembourg and Cyprus to 96 for Germany. In 2019, Europeans elected 751 lawmakers. Following the United Kingdom's departure from the EU in 2020, the number of MEPs fell to 705. Some of the 73 seats previously held by British MEPs were redistributed to other member states.
The lawmakers, known as Members of the European Parliament, or MEPs, can vote on a wide range of legislation covering banking rules, climate, agriculture, fisheries, security and justice. They also vote on the EU budget, which is crucial to the implementation of European policies, including, for instance, the aid delivered to Ukraine.
After the election, MEPs will elect their president at the first plenary session, from July 16-19. Then, most likely in September, they will nominate the president of the European Commission, following a proposal made by the member states. In 2019, von der Leyen narrowly won a vote to become the first woman to head the institution. She is seeking a second term. 
___
Raf Casert contributed from Brussels.
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Spain applies to join South Africa's case at top UN court accusing Israel of genocide

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Spain's Foreign Minister Jose Manuel Albares Bueno addresses a media conference prior to talks on the Middle East in Brussels, on May 27, 2024. Spain says it will ask a United Nations court for permission to join South Africa's case accusing Israel of genocide in Gaza. Spain is the first European country to take the step after South Africa filed its case with the International Court of Justice late last year. It alleged that Israel was breaching the genocide convention in its military assault that has laid waste to large swaths of Gaza. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert, File)]
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                                        BARCELONA, Spain (AP) -- Spain became on Thursday the first European country to ask a United Nations court for permission to join South Africa's case accusing Israel of genocide in Gaza.
South Africa filed its case with the International Court of Justice late last year. It alleged that Israel was breaching the genocide convention in its military assault that has laid waste to large swaths of Gaza.
The court has ordered Israel to immediately halt its military offensive in the southern Gaza city of Rafah but stopped short of ordering a cease-fire for the enclave. Israel has not complied and shows no sign of doing so.
"There should be no doubt that Spain will remain on the right side of history," Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez said after his foreign minister made the announcement.
Mexico, Colombia, Nicaragua, Libya and the Palestinians are waiting for the International Court of Justice in The Hague, Netherlands, to grant approval to their requests to join the case.

    


Israel denies it is committing genocide in its military operation to crush Hamas triggered by its deadly Oct. 7 attacks in southern Israel.




Hamas killed 1,200 people and took 250 more hostage in the surprise attacks. Israel's air and land attacks have since killed 36,000 Palestinians, according to Gaza's Health Ministry, which doesn't distinguish between combatants and civilians.
"We take the decision because of the ongoing military operation in Gaza," Spanish Foreign Minister Jose Manuel Albares said in Madrid. "We want peace to return to Gaza and the Middle East, and for that to happen we must all support the court."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Once admitted to the case, Spain would be able to make written submissions and speak at public hearings.
Spain's request is the latest move by Sanchez's left-wing coalition to support peacemaking efforts in Gaza.
Spain, Ireland and Norway formally recognized a Palestinian state on May 28 in a coordinated effort by the three Western European nations. Slovenia, a European Union member along with Spain and Ireland, followed suit and recognized the Palestinian state this week.

    


Over 140 countries have recognized a Palestinian state -- more than two-thirds of the U.N. -- but none of the major Western powers, including the United States, has done so.
While Sanchez has condemned the attacks by Hamas and joined demands for the return of the remaining Israeli hostages, he has not shied away from the diplomatic backlash from Israel. Israeli Foreign Minister Israel Katz said that by recognizing a Palestinian state, Sanchez's government was "being complicit in inciting genocide against Jews and war crimes."
Sanchez's backing of the Palestinians is generally supported in Spain, where some university students have followed their American counterparts in protesting on campuses. Spaniards will vote in elections for the European Parliament elections on Sunday.
Last year, the International Court of Justice allowed 32 countries, including Spain, to join Ukraine's case alleging that Russia breached the genocide convention by falsely accusing Ukraine of committing genocide in its eastern Luhansk and Donetsk regions, and using that as a pretext for the invasion.

    


Preliminary hearings have already been held in the genocide case against Israel, but the court is expected to take years to reach a final decision.
Albares said the decision by Spain's government had the immediate objective of adding pressure on Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to follow the court's interim measures to stop bloodshed in Rafah.
"I insist once again that these interim measures must be complied with," Albares said. "Whether this is genocide or not, that is for the court to decide, and Spain of course will support its decision."
Israel sent troops into the southern city of Rafah in early May in what it said was a limited incursion, but those forces are now operating in central parts of the city. Last week, Israeli strikes hit near a U.N. Palestinian refugee agency facility in Rafah, saying they were targeting Hamas militants. An inferno that followed ripped through nearby tents housing displaced families , killing at least 45 people. 

    


More than 1 million people have fled Rafah since the start of the operation, scattering across southern and central Gaza into new tent camps or crowding into schools and homes.
Netanyahu is also facing a separate legal challenge from the International Criminal Court, whose prosecutor is seeking an arrest warrant against the Israeli leader and others, including leaders of the Hamas militant group. The U.N. General Assembly endorses the ICC, but the court is independent.
___
Associated Press writer Mike Corder contributed to this report from The Hague, Netherlands.
___
Follow AP's Israel-Hamas coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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At least 4 people killed, 27 injured after trains collide in the Czech Republic, officials say

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A group of Railway investigators arrive at scene of Czech train collision which killed at least 4, injured several others. (AP video by Stanislav Hodina)
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    [image: This photo released by Fire Department of Pardubice region shows a collided train in Pardubice, Czech Republic Thursday, June 6, 2024. A passenger train collided head-on with a freight train in the Czech Republic, killing and injuring some people, officials said early Thursday. (Fire Department of Pardubice region via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 7 | This photo released by Fire Department of Pardubice region shows a collided train in Pardubice, Czech Republic Thursday, June 6, 2024. A passenger train collided head-on with a freight train in the Czech Republic, killing and injuring some people, officials said early Thursday. (Fire Department of Pardubice region via AP)
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[image: In this photo released by Fire Department of Pardubice region, rescue workers help injured passengers after two trains collided in Pardubice, Czech Republic Thursday, June 6, 2024. A passenger train collided head-on with a freight train in the Czech Republic, killing and injuring some people, officials said early Thursday. (Fire Department of Pardubice region via AP)]
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[image: In this photo released by Fire Department of Pardubice region, rescue workers help injured passengers after two trains collided in Pardubice, Czech Republic Thursday, June 6, 2024. A passenger train collided head-on with a freight train in the Czech Republic, killing and injuring some people, officials said early Thursday. (Fire Department of Pardubice region via AP)]
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[image: In this photo released by Fire Department of Pardubice region, rescue workers help injured passengers after two trains collided in Pardubice, Czech Republic Thursday, June 6, 2024. A passenger train collided head-on with a freight train in the Czech Republic, killing and injuring some people, officials said early Thursday. (Fire Department of Pardubice region via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 7 | In this photo released by Fire Department of Pardubice region, rescue workers help injured passengers after two trains collided in Pardubice, Czech Republic Thursday, June 6, 2024. A passenger train collided head-on with a freight train in the Czech Republic, killing and injuring some people, officials said early Thursday. (Fire Department of Pardubice region via AP)
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In this photo released by Fire Department of Pardubice region, rescue workers help injured passengers after two trains collided in Pardubice, Czech Republic Thursday, June 6, 2024. A passenger train collided head-on with a freight train in the Czech Republic, killing and injuring some people, officials said early Thursday. (Fire Department of Pardubice region via AP)
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[image: Firefighters stand by two trains that collided in Pardubice, Czech Republic Thursday, June 6, 2024. A passenger train collided head-on with a freight train in the Czech Republic, killing and injuring some people, officials said early Thursday. (AP Photo/Stanislav Hodina)]
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            6 of 7 | Firefighters stand by two trains that collided in Pardubice, Czech Republic Thursday, June 6, 2024. A passenger train collided head-on with a freight train in the Czech Republic, killing and injuring some people, officials said early Thursday. (AP Photo/Stanislav Hodina)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 7
Firefighters stand by two trains that collided in Pardubice, Czech Republic Thursday, June 6, 2024. A passenger train collided head-on with a freight train in the Czech Republic, killing and injuring some people, officials said early Thursday. (AP Photo/Stanislav Hodina)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Firefighters stand by two trains that collided in Pardubice, Czech Republic Thursday, June 6, 2024. A passenger train collided head-on with a freight train in the Czech Republic, killing and injuring some people, officials said early Thursday. (AP Photo/Stanislav Hodina)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 7 | Firefighters stand by two trains that collided in Pardubice, Czech Republic Thursday, June 6, 2024. A passenger train collided head-on with a freight train in the Czech Republic, killing and injuring some people, officials said early Thursday. (AP Photo/Stanislav Hodina)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 7
Firefighters stand by two trains that collided in Pardubice, Czech Republic Thursday, June 6, 2024. A passenger train collided head-on with a freight train in the Czech Republic, killing and injuring some people, officials said early Thursday. (AP Photo/Stanislav Hodina)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      


            

        
    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            KAREL JANICEK

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        PRAGUE (AP) -- A passenger train collided head-on with a freight train in the Czech Republic, killing at least four people and injuring 27 others, officials said Thursday.
Interior Minister Vit Rakusan said the crash took place late Wednesday night in the city of Pardubice, about 100 kilometers (62 miles) east of Prague. The high-speed passenger train belonged to the private RegioJet company.
Rakusan said none of the injured was in life-threatening condition.
Rescuers said 380 passengers were on board the train heading for the city of Kosice in eastern Slovakia and further to Chop across the border in Ukraine. 
At least two Ukrainian women died in the crash, Ukraine's Foreign Ministry said in a statement.
"An official of the Consulate of Ukraine in (the Czech city of) Brno is at the scene and in constant contact with rescue and law enforcement agencies," it said.

    


The drivers of both trains survived, the local CTK news agency said.
Transport Minister Martin Kupka said the main track between Prague and the eastern part of the country had to be closed while authorities investigated the collision. It was only partially reopened nine hours later and the state-run train company, Czech Railways, advised that passengers should avoid using the route for the whole day.




The corridor in Pardubice, where the trains collided, is vital for Czech Railways. 
Martin Drapal, a spokesperson for a state agency that investigates train crashes, said the driver of the train carrying passengers failed to halt the train at a stop sign. He said it was not immediately clear if that was caused by human error or a technical problem.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Prime Minister Petr Fiala called the crash a big tragedy and offered his condolences to the families of those killed. So did Radim Jancura, the owner of RegioJet, who said his company was ready to compensate the passengers.
___
Associated Press writer Illia Novikov in Kyiv, Ukraine, contributed to this report.
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            Putin comments on case of jailed American journalist

        
        
            Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich, who is American, was jailed over a year ago while on a reporting trip and charged with espionage. His employer and the U.S. have denied the allegations, and Washington has declared him to be wrongfully detained. Putin commented on the case while facing questions from senior news leaders of international news agencies, including The Associated Press.
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                                        ST. PETERSBURG, Russia (AP) -- President Vladimir Putin warned Wednesday that Russia could provide long-range weapons to others to strike Western targets in response to NATO allies allowing Ukraine to use their arms to attack Russian territory.
Putin also reaffirmed Moscow's readiness to use nuclear weapons if it sees a threat to its sovereignty.
The recent actions by the West will further undermine international security and could lead to "very serious problems," he said, taking questions from international journalists -- something that has become extremely rare since Moscow sent troops into Ukraine.
"That would mark their direct involvement in the war against the Russian Federation, and we reserve the right to act the same way," Putin added.
The United States and Germany recently authorized Ukraine to hit some targets on Russian soil with the long-range weapons they are supplying to Kyiv.

    


On Wednesday, a Western official and a U.S. senator said Ukraine has used U.S. weapons to strike inside Russia under newly approved guidance from President Joe Biden that allows American arms to be used for the limited purpose of defending Kharkiv, Ukraine's second-largest city. The official was not authorized to comment publicly on the sensitive matter and spoke on condition of anonymity.




Putin claimed that using some Western-supplied weapons involves military personnel of those countries controlling the missiles and selecting targets, and therefore he said Moscow could take "asymmetrical" steps elsewhere in the world. The U.S. military said it does not control the missiles it provides to Ukraine or the targets.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"If they consider it possible to deliver such weapons to the combat zone to launch strikes on our territory and create problems for us, why don't we have the right to supply weapons of the same type to some regions of the world where they can be used to launch strikes on sensitive facilities of the countries that do it to Russia?" he said. 

    


"We will think about it," he told the journalists on the sidelines of the annual St. Petersburg International Economic Forum.
Asked whether Russia could resort to using nuclear arms, Putin said the conditions for utilizing that arsenal are clearly spelled out in Moscow's security doctrine.
"For some reason, they believe in the West that Russia will never use it," he said.
"Look at what is written there," he said of Russia's nuclear doctrine. "If somebody's actions threaten our sovereignty and territorial integrity, we consider it possible to use all means at our disposal."
Even Russia's battlefield nuclear weapons are much more powerful than what the U.S. used against Japan in World War II, Putin said.
Speaking to senior news leaders of international news agencies, including The Associated Press, for more than three hours, Putin also said nothing will change in terms of Russia-U.S. relations regardless of whether Biden or Donald Trump wins the American presidential election in November.
"We will work with any president the American people elect," Putin said.

    


"I say absolutely sincerely, I wouldn't say that we believe that after the election something will change on the Russian track in the American politics," he added. "We don't think so. We think nothing that serious will happen."
Putin also said Trump's felony conviction at his hush money trial last week was the result of "the use of the court system as part of the internal political struggle."
The Russian leader faced questions on various topics, although the more than two years of fighting in Ukraine dominated the session.
Putin claimed the West had opportunities to end the fighting in Ukraine but did not act on them, citing a letter he once supposedly wrote to Biden that said hostilities could end in two or three months if Washington stopped supplying Kyiv with weapons.
Asked about Russian military losses, Putin said that no country would reveal that information during hostilities but claimed without providing details that Ukraine's casualties are five times greater than Russia's.

    


He also said Ukraine has more than 1,300 Russian troops in captivity, while more than 6,400 Ukrainian soldiers are being held in Russia.
The claims could not be independently verified and some Western estimates put Russia's losses much higher than Ukraine's.
Asked by AP about the case of Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich, Putin said the U.S. is "taking energetic steps" to secure his release. Gershkovich was jailed over a year ago while on a reporting trip and charged with espionage. The journalist, his employer and the U.S. have denied the allegations, and Washington has declared him to be wrongfully detained.
Putin said that any such releases "aren't decided via mass media" but through a "discreet, calm and professional approach."
"And they certainly should be decided only on the basis of reciprocity," he added, an allusion to a potential prisoner swap.

    


Putin has used the St. Petersburg forum as a showcase for touting Russia's development and seeking investors. The meeting with journalists took place in Gazprom's new global headquarters, a needle-shaped 81-story skyscraper overlooking the Gulf of Finland. 
While meetings with journalists were part of previous sessions, he has not taken questions from Western journalists at the St. Petersburg event since sending troops to Ukraine.
Last year, journalists from countries that Russia regards as unfriendly -- including the U.S., the U.K. and the European Union -- were not invited, and Western officials and investors also steered clear of the session after wide-ranging sanctions were imposed on Moscow over Ukraine.
---
Associated Press writer Aamer Madhani in Washington contributed.
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[image: FILE - European Parliament President Roberta Metsola speaks during a media conference at an EU Summit in Brussels, on March 21, 2024. Some 400 million EU citizens go to the polls this weekend to elect the members of the European Parliament in one of the biggest global democratic events. (AP Photo/Omar Havana, File)]
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            3 of 4 | FILE - European Parliament President Roberta Metsola speaks during a media conference at an EU Summit in Brussels, on March 21, 2024. Some 400 million EU citizens go to the polls this weekend to elect the members of the European Parliament in one of the biggest global democratic events. (AP Photo/Omar Havana, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 4
FILE - European Parliament President Roberta Metsola speaks during a media conference at an EU Summit in Brussels, on March 21, 2024. Some 400 million EU citizens go to the polls this weekend to elect the members of the European Parliament in one of the biggest global democratic events. (AP Photo/Omar Havana, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
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                                        BRUSSELS (AP) -- Nearly 400 million European Union citizens can go to the polls over the coming days to elect members of the European Parliament, or MEPs, in one of the biggest global democratic events. 
Far-right parties are seeking to gain more power amid a rise in the cost of living and farmers' discontent, while the wars in Gaza and Ukraine stay on the minds of voters. 

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


One of the biggest questions is whether European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen will remain in charge as the public face of the EU.
Here is a look at the election, which runs Thursday to Sunday, and the biggest issues at stake:
WHEN IS THE VOTE?
EU elections are held every five years across the 27-member bloc. This year marks the 10th parliamentary election since the first polls in 1979, and the first after Brexit.
The vote takes place from June 6-9. Initial results can only be revealed on the evening of June 9, once polling stations have closed in all member states.

    


HOW DOES VOTING WORK?
The elections started Thursday in the Netherlands and finish on Sunday, when most countries hold their election. The voting is done by direct universal suffrage in a single ballot.




The number of members elected in each country depends on the size of the population. It ranges from six for Malta, Luxembourg and Cyprus to 96 for Germany. In 2019, Europeans elected 751 lawmakers. Following the United Kingdom's departure from the EU in 2020, the number of MEPs fell to 705 with some of the 73 seats previously held by British MEPs redistributed to other member states.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

After the election, the European Parliament will have 15 additional members, bringing the total to 720. Twelve countries will get extra MEPs.
National political parties contest elections, but once they are elected, most of the lawmakers then join transnational political groups.
WHO IS VOTING?
People under 18 are allowed to vote in some countries. In Belgium, a law adopted in 2022 lowered the minimum voting age to 16. Germany, Malta and Austria are also permitting 16-year-olds to vote. In Greece, the youngest voting age is 17. In all other member states, it's 18. 

    


A minimum age is also required to stand for election -- from 18 in most countries to 25 in Italy and Greece.
WHAT ABOUT TURNOUT?
European Union elections usually don't bring a huge turnout, but there was a clear upturn in public interest in the 2019 election. At 50.7%, the turnout was eight points higher than in 2014 after steadily falling since 1979, when it reached 62%.
In April, the latest edition of the European Parliament's Eurobarometer highlighted a surge of interest in the upcoming election. Around 71% of Europeans said they are likely to cast a ballot.
WHAT ARE THE MAIN ISSUES?
Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine is at the forefront of citizens' minds, with defense and security seen as key campaign issues. At national level, the EU's defense and security was mentioned first in nine countries.
The economy, jobs, poverty and social exclusion, public health, climate change and the future of Europe are also featuring prominently as issues.
WHAT DO EU LAWMAKERS DO?
The European Parliament is the only EU institution to be elected by European citizens. It's a real counterpower to the powerful EU's executive arm, the European Commission. 

    


The parliament doesn't have the initiative to propose legislation, but its powers are expanding. It is now competent on a wide range of topics, voting on laws relating to climate, banking rules, agriculture, fisheries, security or justice. The legislature also votes on the EU budget, which is crucial to the implementation of European policies, including, for instance, aid delivered to Ukraine.
Lawmakers are also a key element of the check and balances system since they need to approve the nomination of all EU commissioners, who are the equivalent of ministers. It can also force the whole commission to resign with a vote of a two-third majority.
WHAT'S THE CURRENT MAKEUP OF THE PARLIAMENT?
With 176 seats out of 705 as of the end of the last plenary session in April, the center-right European People's Party is the largest political group in the European Parliament. 
Von der Leyen is from the EPP and hopes to remain at the helm of the EU's executive arm after the election.

    


The second-largest group is the S&D, the political group of the center-left Party of European Socialists, which currently holds 139 seats. The pro-business liberal and pro-European Renew group holds 102 seats ahead of an alliance made up of green and regionalist political parties that holds 72 seats.
FAR RIGHT LOOKS TO MAKE GAINS
Two groups with far-right parties, the European Conservatives and Reformists (ECR) and Identity and Democracy (ID), could be headed to becoming the third- and fourth-largest political groups at the European Parliament. The two groups have many divergences and it's unclear to what extent they could team up to affect the EU's agenda, especially the EU's efforts to support Ukraine against Russia in the war. 
The EPP and S&D are expected to remain stable. Pro-business liberals and greens could both take a hit after they made big gains at the previous election.

    


WHAT HAPPENS AFTER THE ELECTION?
Once the weight of each political force is determined, MEPs will elect their president at the first plenary session, from July 16-19. Then, most likely in September after weeks of negotiations, they will nominate the president of the European Commission, following a proposal made by the member states. 
In 2019, von der Leyen won a narrow majority (383 votes in favor, 327 against, 22 abstentions) to become the first woman to head the institution. Parliamentarians will also hear from the European commissioners before approving them in a single vote.
Von der Leyen has good chances to be appointed for another term, but she needs to secure the support of enough leaders. She has also antagonized many lawmakers by suggesting she could work with the hard right depending on the outcome of the elections.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/european-election-explainer-990dafdf68cdebfc4ab7644a4b9bad71
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    [image: FILE- Opposition leaders raise their hands together during the 'Save Democracy' rally organized by INDIA bloc, a group formed by opposition parties, in New Delhi, India, Sunday, March 31, 2024. India's bruised and battered opposition, largely written off in the lead-up to the national elections, has now scored a stunning comeback, slowing down the Modi juggernaut and pushing his Bharatiya Janata Party well below the majority mark. (AP Photo/Manish Swarup, file)]
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[image: FILE- Giant cutouts of opposition political party leaders tower over supporters during a rally, on the outskirts of the southern Indian city of Chennai, April 15, 2024. Recent election results marked a revival for the main opposition Congress party and its allies who defied earlier predictions of decline and made deep inroads into ruling party strongholds, resetting India's political landscape. The opposition won a total of 232 seats, doubling its strength from the last election. (AP Photo/Altaf Qadri, file)]
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[image: Congress party supporters cheer as they follow proceedings of vote counting at their party headquarters in New Delhi, India, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. India's bruised and battered opposition, largely written off in the lead-up to the national elections, has now scored a stunning comeback, slowing down the Modi juggernaut and pushing his Bharatiya Janata Party well below the majority mark. (AP Photo/Altaf Qadri, file)]
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[image: Congress Party leader Rahul Gandhi, center, leaves the party headquarters with his sister and party leader Priyanka Gandhi Vadra after addressing a press conference in New Delhi, India, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. Election results marked a revival for the main opposition Congress party and its allies who defied earlier predictions of decline and made deep inroads into ruling party strongholds, denying Prime Minister Narendra Modi a supermajority he hoped for at the beginning of the election. (AP Photo/Altaf Qadri)]
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[image: FILE- Congress Party leader Rahul Gandhi holds a copy of the Indian Constitution as he addresses a press conference at the party headquarters in New Delhi, India, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. Gandhi said his alliance's performance was the ]
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[image: A Congress Party supporter carries a flag with a portrait of party leader Rahul Gandhi at the party headquarters in New Delhi, India, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. The election results also marked a revival for the main opposition Congress party and its allies, who defied predictions of decline and made deep inroads into governing party strongholds, resetting India's political landscape. (AP Photo/Altaf Qadri, file)]
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[image: Congress party supporters cheer as they follow proceedings of vote counting at their party headquarters in New Delhi, India, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. India's bruised and battered opposition, largely written off in the lead-up to the national elections, has now scored a stunning comeback, slowing down the Modi juggernaut and pushing his Bharatiya Janata Party well below the majority mark. (AP Photo/Altaf Qadri, file)]
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[image: Congress Party leader Rahul Gandhi, center, leaves the party headquarters with his sister and party leader Priyanka Gandhi Vadra after addressing a press conference in New Delhi, India, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. Election results marked a revival for the main opposition Congress party and its allies who defied earlier predictions of decline and made deep inroads into ruling party strongholds, denying Prime Minister Narendra Modi a supermajority he hoped for at the beginning of the election. (AP Photo/Altaf Qadri)]
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[image: FILE- Congress Party leader Rahul Gandhi holds a copy of the Indian Constitution as he addresses a press conference at the party headquarters in New Delhi, India, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. Gandhi said his alliance's performance was the ]
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[image: A Congress Party supporter carries a flag with a portrait of party leader Rahul Gandhi at the party headquarters in New Delhi, India, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. The election results also marked a revival for the main opposition Congress party and its allies, who defied predictions of decline and made deep inroads into governing party strongholds, resetting India's political landscape. (AP Photo/Altaf Qadri, file)]
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                                        NEW DELHI (AP) -- India's bruised and battered opposition was largely written off in the lead-up to the national election as too weak and fragmented to take on Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his powerful Hindu nationalist governing party.

It scored a stunning comeback, slowing the Modi juggernaut and pushing his Bharatiya Janata Party well below the majority mark. It's unchartered territory for the populist prime minister, who needs the help of his allies to stay in power. That could significantly change his governance style after he enjoyed a commanding majority in Parliament for a decade.

The election results released Wednesday also marked a revival for the main opposition Congress party and its allies, who defied predictions of decline and made deep inroads into governing party strongholds, resetting India's political landscape. The opposition won a total of 232 seats out of 543, doubling its strength from the last election. 





    



"The opposition has proved to be tremendously resilient and shown courage of conviction. In many ways it has saved India's democracy and shown Modi that he can be challenged -- and even humbled by denting his image of electoral invincibility," said journalist and political analyst Rasheed Kidwai.

The unwieldy grouping of more than two dozen opposition parties, called INDIA, was formed last year. Beset with ideological differences and personality clashes, what glued them together was a shared perceived threat: what they call Modi's tightening grip on India's democratic institutions and Parliament, and his strident Hindu nationalism that has targeted the country's minorities, particularly Muslims.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


The election battle is between "Narendra Modi and INDIA, his ideology and INDIA," the alliance's campaign face, Rahul Gandhi, said at an opposition meeting last year.

Gandhi, heir to India's Nehru-Gandhi dynasty, has long been mocked by Modi, his party and his supporters as a beneficiary of dynastic politics. Gandhi's father, grandmother and great-grandfather were all prime ministers.

    



Under his leadership, the Congress party was reduced to a paltry 52 seats in 2019 when Modi romped to victory in a landslide win. And last year he was expelled from Parliament due to a defamation case after Modi's party accused him of mocking the prime minister's surname. (He was later returned to his seat by India's top court.)

But ahead of the 2024 election, Gandhi went through a transformation -- he embarked on two cross-country marches against what he called Modi's politics of hate, re-energizing his party's members and rehabilitating his image.

During the election campaign, he, along with other opposition leaders, sought to galvanize voters on issues such as high unemployment, growing inequality and economic and social injustice, while targeting Modi over his polarizing campaign and anti-Muslim rhetoric.

"They certainly gained significant momentum through the course of the campaign, to the point where the opposition agendas became the agenda points of this election," said Yamini Aiyar, a public policy scholar.

    



The election results showed his messaging worked with the voters, as his party made substantial gains in BJP-governed states such as Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, Haryana and Maharashtra by tapping into economic stress. It won 99 seats across India.

"Rahul Gandhi has emerged as a strong national leader and that should worry Modi," Kidwai said.

The opposition proved even more successful in a Modi party bastion where it flipped the largest number of seats: Uttar Pradesh, which sends the most lawmakers of any state -- 80 -- to Parliament.

Long considered the biggest prize in Indian elections, the opposition clinched a staggering 44 parliamentary seats in the state, with the regional Samajwadi Party winning a whopping 37, leaving Modi's party with less than half of the seats. In the 2019 election, the BJP won 62 seats in the state.

The opposition also managed to wrest away BJP's seat in Ayodhya city, a deeply symbolic loss for Modi's party after the prime minister opened a controversial grand Hindu temple on the site of a razed mosque there in January. The opening of the temple dedicated to Lord Ram, at which Modi performed rituals, marked the unofficial start of his election campaign, with his party hoping it would resonate with the Hindu majority and bring more voters into its fold.

    



"The BJP lost because its leadership did not have its ears to the ground. They believed that the issue of the Ram Temple would secure their victory, but they overlooked important issues like jobs and inflation," said political analyst Amarnath Agarwal.

A strong showing by the Trinamool Congress in West Bengal and the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam party in Tamil Nadu further boosted the opposition's numbers, denying Modi the supermajority he hoped for after exhibiting confidence his alliance would take 400 seats.

    



It also meant that the regional parties, once relegated to the margins after Modi's dominating wins in 2014 and 2019, will acquire a greater political space in Indian politics. 

"It also gives a lot of power back to the states," said Milan Vaishnav, director of the South Asia Program at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. "We've seen a lot of centralization in the hands of the executive, in the hands of the Prime Minister's Office specifically."

The opposition's surprise gains came against the backdrop of what it calls Modi's intensified political crackdown against them.

Modi and his government have increasingly wielded strong-arm tactics to subdue political opponents. In the run-up to the election, opposition leaders and parties faced a slew of legal and financial challenges. The chief ministers of two opposition-controlled states were thrown in jail and the bank accounts of the Congress party were temporarily frozen.

Aiyar, the public policy scholar, said the opposition was able to "palpably catch on to signs of discontentment" even as it faced "fairly significant constraints of their own."

"This was certainly not a level playing field at the start of the election," she said.

As election results showed the opposition doing better than expected on Tuesday, a beaming Gandhi pulled out a red-jacketed copy of India's Constitution that he had displayed on the campaign trail and said his alliance's performance was the "first step in its fight" to save the charter.

"India's poorest stood up to save the Constitution," he said.

___

Associated Press writer Biswajeet Banerjee in Lucknow, India, contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/india-election-opposition-modi-0fdadcf9aaa0d80072c3f15b6759969c
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    [image: Israeli settler Yinon Levi speaks on his phone in the kitchen at his farm in the West Bank settlement outpost of Meitarim, Sunday, May 12, 2024. Levi was sanctioned by the United States; he said he had trouble paying bills for weeks but then could access money again. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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[image: A horse belonging to Israeli settler Yinon Levi is seen at his farm in the West Bank outpost of Meitarim, Sunday, May 12, 2024. In founding Meitarim, Levi said, he wanted to protect the area from being overtaken by Palestinians. His farm is unauthorized by the Israeli government. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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[image: FILE - Israeli Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich speaks at the Knesset, Israel's parliament, in Jerusalem, on July 10, 2023. Smotrich, a settler leader who lives in the West Bank, is part of the most right-wing governing coalition in Israeli history. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo, File)]
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[image: Yinon Levi works on his farm in the South Hebron Hills, West Bank, Sunday, May 12, 2024. Levi said he wants to expand agriculture at the farm, founded in 2021. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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[image: Elisha Yered, an Israeli settler and leading figure with the Hilltop Youth, visits with journalists in a makeshift clubhouse on a hilltop near the settlement of Maskiot in the northern West Bank, Sunday, May 12, 2024. Yered was sanctioned by the EU and Britain but said nothing will stop his plans to expand. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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[image: A dog runs on Meitarim, the farm outpost founded by Israeli settler Yinon Levi. Levi's community raised money for him after he was sanctioned and couldn't pay bills for weeks. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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[image: Daniella Weiss, regarded as the godmother of the Israeli settler movement, center, speaks with a woman as Israelis in a march in Sderot, southern Israel, on Independence Day, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. She led the rally in southern Israel along the border with Gaza, calling for the reestablishment of settlements in the enclave. Israeli troops withdrew from Gaza in 2005, uprooting some 9,000 settlers in a move that bitterly divided Israel. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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[image: Elisha Yered, an Israeli settler and leading figure with the Hilltop Youth, poses for a portrait in a makeshift clubhouse on a hilltop near the settlement of Maskiot in the northern West Bank, Sunday, May 12, 2024. Yered was sanctioned by the EU and Britain but said nothing will stop his plans to expand. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 12 | Elisha Yered, an Israeli settler and leading figure with the Hilltop Youth, poses for a portrait in a makeshift clubhouse on a hilltop near the settlement of Maskiot in the northern West Bank, Sunday, May 12, 2024. Yered was sanctioned by the EU and Britain but said nothing will stop his plans to expand. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ahmed, a Palestinian shepherd, poses for a portrait in a hamlet in the South Hebron Hills, Friday, May 17, 2024. Ahmed spoke to AP on condition that only his first name be used, over fear of retaliation. He and other Palestinians in the West Bank say they face harassment and intimidation by Israeli settlers, some of whom have been sanctioned internationally. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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[image: An Israeli settlement tops a hill overlooking sheep in their pen in a hamlet in the South Hebron Hills, West Bank, Friday, May 17, 2024. Palestinians say they are restricted by Israeli settlers from grazing land and face harassment, intimidation and violence. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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[image: Goats and sheep run to their troughs in a hamlet in the South Hebron Hills, West Bank, Friday, May 17, 2024. Palestinians say they are restricted by Israeli settlers from grazing land and face harassment, intimidation and violence. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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[image: A bedroom window is seen in a Palestinian herding hamlet in the South Hebron Hills, West Bank, Friday, May 17, 2024 -- showing that shepherds have a view of an Israeli settlement. Palestinians say they are restricted by Israeli settlers from grazing land and face harassment, intimidation and violence. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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    [image: Israeli settler Yinon Levi speaks on his phone in the kitchen at his farm in the West Bank settlement outpost of Meitarim, Sunday, May 12, 2024. Levi was sanctioned by the United States; he said he had trouble paying bills for weeks but then could access money again. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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[image: A horse belonging to Israeli settler Yinon Levi is seen at his farm in the West Bank outpost of Meitarim, Sunday, May 12, 2024. In founding Meitarim, Levi said, he wanted to protect the area from being overtaken by Palestinians. His farm is unauthorized by the Israeli government. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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[image: FILE - Israeli Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich speaks at the Knesset, Israel's parliament, in Jerusalem, on July 10, 2023. Smotrich, a settler leader who lives in the West Bank, is part of the most right-wing governing coalition in Israeli history. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo, File)]
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[image: Yinon Levi works on his farm in the South Hebron Hills, West Bank, Sunday, May 12, 2024. Levi said he wants to expand agriculture at the farm, founded in 2021. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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[image: Elisha Yered, an Israeli settler and leading figure with the Hilltop Youth, visits with journalists in a makeshift clubhouse on a hilltop near the settlement of Maskiot in the northern West Bank, Sunday, May 12, 2024. Yered was sanctioned by the EU and Britain but said nothing will stop his plans to expand. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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Elisha Yered, an Israeli settler and leading figure with the Hilltop Youth, visits with journalists in a makeshift clubhouse on a hilltop near the settlement of Maskiot in the northern West Bank, Sunday, May 12, 2024. Yered was sanctioned by the EU and Britain but said nothing will stop his plans to expand. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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[image: A dog runs on Meitarim, the farm outpost founded by Israeli settler Yinon Levi. Levi's community raised money for him after he was sanctioned and couldn't pay bills for weeks. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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A dog runs on Meitarim, the farm outpost founded by Israeli settler Yinon Levi. Levi's community raised money for him after he was sanctioned and couldn't pay bills for weeks. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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[image: Daniella Weiss, regarded as the godmother of the Israeli settler movement, center, speaks with a woman as Israelis in a march in Sderot, southern Israel, on Independence Day, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. She led the rally in southern Israel along the border with Gaza, calling for the reestablishment of settlements in the enclave. Israeli troops withdrew from Gaza in 2005, uprooting some 9,000 settlers in a move that bitterly divided Israel. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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[image: Elisha Yered, an Israeli settler and leading figure with the Hilltop Youth, poses for a portrait in a makeshift clubhouse on a hilltop near the settlement of Maskiot in the northern West Bank, Sunday, May 12, 2024. Yered was sanctioned by the EU and Britain but said nothing will stop his plans to expand. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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Elisha Yered, an Israeli settler and leading figure with the Hilltop Youth, poses for a portrait in a makeshift clubhouse on a hilltop near the settlement of Maskiot in the northern West Bank, Sunday, May 12, 2024. Yered was sanctioned by the EU and Britain but said nothing will stop his plans to expand. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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[image: Ahmed, a Palestinian shepherd, poses for a portrait in a hamlet in the South Hebron Hills, Friday, May 17, 2024. Ahmed spoke to AP on condition that only his first name be used, over fear of retaliation. He and other Palestinians in the West Bank say they face harassment and intimidation by Israeli settlers, some of whom have been sanctioned internationally. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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[image: An Israeli settlement tops a hill overlooking sheep in their pen in a hamlet in the South Hebron Hills, West Bank, Friday, May 17, 2024. Palestinians say they are restricted by Israeli settlers from grazing land and face harassment, intimidation and violence. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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[image: Goats and sheep run to their troughs in a hamlet in the South Hebron Hills, West Bank, Friday, May 17, 2024. Palestinians say they are restricted by Israeli settlers from grazing land and face harassment, intimidation and violence. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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[image: A bedroom window is seen in a Palestinian herding hamlet in the South Hebron Hills, West Bank, Friday, May 17, 2024 -- showing that shepherds have a view of an Israeli settlement. Palestinians say they are restricted by Israeli settlers from grazing land and face harassment, intimidation and violence. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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                                        SOUTH HEBRON HILLS, West Bank (AP) -- For weeks after being sanctioned by the United States, Yinon Levi struggled to pay the bills, living at his farming outpost atop a hill in the occupied West Bank. But the Israeli settler's problems didn't last. 
When the banks froze his accounts, his community raised thousands of dollars for him, and Israel's finance minister vowed to intervene on sanctioned settlers' behalf. Two months after sanctions were issued, Levi was granted access to his money. 
"America thought it would weaken us, and in the end, they made us stronger," Levi, 31, told The Associated Press from his farm in the South Hebron Hills -- one of dozens of unauthorized settlement outposts dotting the West Bank.
Levi is among 13 hard-line Israeli settlers -- as well as two affiliated outposts and four groups -- targeted by international sanctions over accusations of attacks and harassment against Palestinians in the West Bank. The measures are meant as a deterrent, and they expose people to asset freezes and travel and visa bans. 

    


But the measures have had minimal impact, instead emboldening settlers as attacks and land-grabs escalate, according to Palestinians in the West Bank, local rights groups and sanctioned Israelis who spoke to AP.

    
        
            
                

            

        

    





Sanctions prohibit financial institutions and residents in the issuing country from providing funds to a person or entity. In some cases, property is seized. Even though Israeli banks aren't obliged to freeze accounts, many do so to maintain relations with banks -- particularly for U.S. sanctions -- and avoid risk. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But for sanctioned settlers, the implications didn't last long, with communities donating money and holding fundraisers making tens of thousands of dollars. And Israeli Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich, a far-right settler leader, said he'd "take care of the issue" of people being sanctioned, Levi's father-in-law, Noam Federman, told AP. 

    


Smotrich said in a text-message statement that sanctions are "a grave mistake by the Biden administration." He didn't address questions about whether he intervened directly to unfreeze settlers' accounts. But he said his actions to develop settlements are authorized, and the government is working with "our friends in the U.S." to cancel or reduce sanctions. 
Israel seized the West Bank, Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip in the 1967 Mideast war. Some 500,000 Israelis have settled in the West Bank; the international community largely considers their presence illegal. But under Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's coalition -- the most right-wing in Israeli history, with settlers themselves in key positions -- expansion has been turbocharged. 
Palestinians say expanding Israeli outposts are shrinking their access to land, and settler violence against them has soared since Hamas' Oct. 7 attack that sparked the war with Israel. Land seized through unauthorized outposts has more than doubled since the war started, according to settlement watchdog Kerem Navot.
Palestinians living in small hamlets ringed by hilltop outposts say they fear it's just a matter of time until they're forced to leave their homes. 

    


U.S. officials have repeatedly raised concerns about surging settler violence, with President Joe Biden saying it had reached "intolerable levels" when announcing sanctions. Israel has said it's calling for settlers to stand down and investigating violence. But rights groups accuse the government and army of complicity with the settlers. 
In March, even the Israeli army complained about the extent to which the government intervenes on settlers' behalf. An internal document, seen by AP and published by The New York Times, said the army is routinely denied authorization to act against illegal building by Israelis and regularly authorized to act against Palestinians.
REALITY OF SANCTIONS
Three sanctioned settlers -- Levi, Federman and Elisha Yered -- told AP the measures against them were, at most, an annoyance. 
Levi founded Meitarim Farm in 2021 on a hill whose sloping sides give way to lowlands where Bedouin farmers graze sheep. He said he wanted to protect the area from being overtaken by Palestinians. 

    


"Little by little, you feel when you drive on the roads that everyone is closing in on you," he said. "They're building everywhere, wherever they want. So you want to do something about it." 
Since then, anti-settlement activists say, more than 300 people from four nearby hamlets have been pushed off their land. Levi said the land is his and denies violently chasing anyone away.
U.S. officials sanctioned him in February over accusations that from his outpost, he led settlers who assaulted Palestinians and Bedouins, threatened them, burned their fields and destroyed property. 
Levi said his Israeli bank froze his accounts -- holding nearly $95,000 -- and within days, he couldn't pay his mortgage or children's school and activities fees. 

    


Friends and relatives donated about $12,000 to him through April, he said, when the bank allowed him to withdraw on a controlled basis -- he calls for permission and explains each transaction's purpose. 
An online fundraiser by the area's regional council raised $140,000 for Levi from 3,000 donors worldwide. Following AP reporting on the fundraiser, the Mount Hebron Fund was also sanctioned by the U.S.
Since regaining access to his money, Levi said, he's never been refused a request. The bank gave him a monthly limit of $8,000 in withdrawals, he said, but he nearly doubled that in the first few weeks. 
In a clarification letter to Israel's banks in March, the U.S. Treasury said banks can process transactions for sanctioned people for basic needs such as food and healthcare, provided the transactions don't involve the U.S. financial system or U.S. residents. 
But Levi said he could buy whatever he wanted -- he wouldn't give specifics but said it wasn't limited to "food or diapers." 
A U.S. Treasury spokesperson didn't respond to emailed requests for comment on Levi's claims, sanctioned settlers and monitoring mechanisms. 
The spokesperson for Bank Leumi, Levi's bank and a major Israeli financial institution, didn't respond to calls and messages seeking comment on the settlers' accounts and transactions.
BEYOND SETTLER SANCTIONS
Local rights groups hope sanctions will be extended to Israeli government officials who they say embolden settler activity. 
That would send a stronger signal of Washington's condemnation, said Delaney Simon, of the International Crisis Group. 
"Sanctions against government officials have cast a chilling effect in other countries, causing firms to shy away from doing business in those places," she said. 
Smotrich, who lives in the Kedumim settlement and was given special powers over settlement policies as part of the governing coalition agreement, told Israeli media in April that he'd take steps to help sanctioned settlers. 
Levi's father-in-law, Federman, told AP that he spoke to Smotrich directly. 
"He said he will take care of it, and if necessary he will even make a law against interference of other countries in Israelis' bank accounts," Federman said. Shortly after, he added, his son-in-law's account was unfrozen. 
During a U.S. congressional subcommittee meeting Tuesday with Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen, Sen. Chris Van Hollen of Maryland urged sanctions against Smotrich. 
"This is in direct contradiction of U.S. policy," he said. 
Yellen said she shared "concerns about what's happening in the West Bank." No action was taken in the meeting.
Britain sanctioned Federman, 55, in May over allegations that he trained settlers to commit violence against Palestinians, which he denied. He said he'd already had his wife open a separate account, after seeing others sanctioned. 
He said he's had no issues accessing money. 
Israeli human rights lawyer Eitay Mack said that in addition to sanctioning settlers, the international community should target organizations funding settler expansion.
"If the international community is serious about the two-state solution, they have to tackle everything that gives the system money and legitimacy," he said.
Activists cite groups such as Amana, which funds settlements and maintains oversight for some of Levi's farm, according to a contract seen by AP. They also point to the group Nachala, which has a stated goal of enhancing West Bank settlement and has openly planned construction of unauthorized outposts. 
Nachala is run by Daniella Weiss, a prominent figure in fringe Israeli efforts to resettle Gaza who's regarded as the godmother of the settler movement. 
"I'm not afraid of sanctions," Weiss said. "The truth of the matter is that the United States wants us to be in Gaza because the United States does not want jihad to rule the world."
EFFECTS FOR PALESTINIANS 
Meanwhile, Palestinians in the West Bank say sanctions are mostly futile. 
Eight Palestinians in two hamlets in the South Hebron Hills told AP they're still being pushed off their land, with several alleging Levi has threatened them since being sanctioned.
One man said that in February, while out with his sheep, Levi held him at gunpoint, recounted all the places he'd forced people away, and threatened to kill him if he returned. 
"He told me, 'I displaced people from Zanuta to ad-Dhahiriya ... I am from the family of the farm of mad people,'" said Ahmed, who spoke on condition that only his first name be used, over retaliation fears. 
Levi told AP the incident never happened. 
Ahmed and other Palestinians said they are verbally and physically harassed, can't move freely, and face intimidation by settlers circling their properties on motorbikes, cars or horses and spying via drones. A drone hovered overhead while AP was on the land; Palestinians say the buzzing is used to send sheep fleeing. 
The few Palestinians who've refused to leave the area around Levi's farm say their land has shrunk by 95% since he established Meitarim, crippling them economically.
In recent years, settlers have changed land-grabbing tactics, anti-occupation researcher Dror Etkes said: Rather than establishing residential settlements, they've turned to farming outposts, which use more land for grazing animals and spark more violence because they're spread out, with high visibility.
Etkes said there's been a total collapse of rule of law in the territory, with the Israeli government defending settlers. 
Etkes said land Levi controls has nearly doubled since the war, from about 1,000 (400 hectares) to 2,000 acres (800 hectares). 
And settlers say they'll keep expanding. 
In a makeshift clubhouse on a hilltop near the settlement of Maskiyot in the northern West Bank, Elisha Yered said he's established five outposts since 2021. The most recent was built about a month before he was sanctioned by the European Union in April. 
He's a leading figure for Hilltop Youth -- a group of Jewish teenagers and young men who occupy West Bank hilltops and have been accused of attacking Palestinians and their property. Hilltop Youth was also sanctioned by the UK and the EU.
The EU order said Yered, 23, was involved in deadly attacks on Palestinians. He was accused of involvement a 19-year-old Palestinian's death last year. 
Yered told AP the incident was one of self-defense over Palestinians attacking a herder and said he had nothing to do with his death. He was arrested in the case but never charged.
Yered is also sanctioned by the UK, which said he incited religious hatred and violence and called for Palestinian displacement. 
Yered said that while the sanctions initially posed challenges accessing money, friends and family supported him. His credit card remains blocked, he said, but his bank lets him withdraw with permission. 
He said nothing has halted his expansion goals. 
"Only settling the land will bring security," Yered said. "Anyone who thinks this will break us is mistaken. We've survived harder things than this." 
___
Associated Press reporters Natalie Melzer in Galilee, Israel; Fatima Hussein in Washington; and Danica Kirka in London, contributed. 
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Migrants are rattled and unsure as deportations begin under new rule halting asylum

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Sergio Franco clutched his baby girl after a nearly two-month journey from Ecuador said he was confident that he would prevail in his plea to find a safe haven in the United States. (AP video: Javier Arciga)
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    [image: Border Patrol agents talk with migrants seeking asylum as they prepare them for transportation to be processed, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, near Dulzura, Calif. President Joe Biden on Tuesday unveiled plans to enact immediate significant restrictions on migrants seeking asylum at the U.S.-Mexico border as the White House tries to neutralize immigration as a political liability ahead of the November elections. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)]
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[image: Sergio Franco, of Ecuador, holds his daughter as he waits to apply for asylum, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, near Dulzura, Calif. President Joe Biden on Tuesday unveiled plans to enact immediate significant restrictions on migrants seeking asylum at the U.S.-Mexico border as the White House tries to neutralize immigration as a political liability ahead of the November elections. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)]
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[image: Abigail Castillo, center in pink top, of Oaxaca, Mexico, walks with her son as she boards a Border Patrol van to apply for asylum, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, near Dulzura, Calif. President Joe Biden on Tuesday unveiled plans to enact immediate significant restrictions on migrants seeking asylum at the U.S.-Mexico border as the White House tries to neutralize immigration as a political liability ahead of the November elections. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)]
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[image: Migrants seeking asylum rest as they wait to be processed after crossing the border Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in San Diego, Calif. President Joe Biden has unveiled plans to enact immediate significant restrictions on migrants seeking asylum at the U.S.-Mexico border as the White House tries to neutralize immigration as a political liability ahead of the November elections. (AP Photo/Eugene Garcia)]
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[image: A migrant family seeking asylum from Mexico waits to be transported and processed Wednesday, June 5, 2024, near Dulzura, Calif. President Joe Biden on Tuesday unveiled plans to enact immediate significant restrictions on migrants seeking asylum at the U.S.-Mexico border as the White House tries to neutralize immigration as a political liability ahead of the November elections. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)]
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[image: A migrant woman from Mexico talks with a Border Patrol agent before being transported in a van to be processed for asylum, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, near Dulzura, Calif. President Joe Biden on Tuesday unveiled plans to enact immediate significant restrictions on migrants seeking asylum at the U.S.-Mexico border as the White House tries to neutralize immigration as a political liability ahead of the November elections. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)]
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[image: Migrants seeking asylum line up while waiting to be processed after crossing the border Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in San Diego, Calif. President Joe Biden has unveiled plans to enact immediate significant restrictions on migrants seeking asylum at the U.S.-Mexico border as the White House tries to neutralize immigration as a political liability ahead of the November elections. (AP Photo/Eugene Garcia)]
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[image: Migrants seeking asylum rest as they wait to be processed after crossing the border Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in San Diego, Calif. President Joe Biden has unveiled plans to enact immediate significant restrictions on migrants seeking asylum at the U.S.-Mexico border as the White House tries to neutralize immigration as a political liability ahead of the November elections. (AP Photo/Eugene Garcia)]
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[image: Migrants seeking asylum wait to be processed after crossing the border Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in San Diego, Calif. President Joe Biden has unveiled plans to enact immediate significant restrictions on migrants seeking asylum at the U.S.-Mexico border as the White House tries to neutralize immigration as a political liability ahead of the November elections. (AP Photo/Eugene Garcia)]
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[image: A migrant seeking asylum stands as a Border Patrol agent takes his picture before being transported and processed, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, near Dulzura, Calif. President Joe Biden on Tuesday unveiled plans to enact immediate significant restrictions on migrants seeking asylum at the U.S.-Mexico border as the White House tries to neutralize immigration as a political liability ahead of the November elections. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)]
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[image: A woman seeking asylum reaches for a bottle of water after crossing the border with a child Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in San Diego, Calif. President Joe Biden has unveiled plans to enact immediate significant restrictions on migrants seeking asylum at the U.S.-Mexico border as the White House tries to neutralize immigration as a political liability ahead of the November elections. (AP Photo/Eugene Garcia)]
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[image: Border Patrol agents talk with migrants seeking asylum as they prepare them for transportation to be processed, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, near Dulzura, Calif. President Joe Biden on Tuesday unveiled plans to enact immediate significant restrictions on migrants seeking asylum at the U.S.-Mexico border as the White House tries to neutralize immigration as a political liability ahead of the November elections. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)]
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[image: Volunteer Karen Parker, right, helps escort Arelis Alonzo Lopez, a pregnant woman from Guatemala who is seeking asylum, as she walks with a Border Patrol agent towards a van to be processed, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in San Diego. President Joe Biden on Tuesday unveiled plans to enact immediate significant restrictions on migrants seeking asylum at the U.S.-Mexico border as the White House tries to neutralize immigration as a political liability ahead of the November elections. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)]
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[image: Migrants seeking asylum walk towards a staging area before being transported and processed, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, near Dulzura, Calif. President Joe Biden on Tuesday unveiled plans to enact immediate significant restrictions on migrants seeking asylum at the U.S.-Mexico border as the White House tries to neutralize immigration as a political liability ahead of the November elections. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)]
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[image: Migrants seeking asylum walk towards a Border Patrol van to be transported and processed, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, near Dulzura, Calif. President Joe Biden on Tuesday unveiled plans to enact immediate significant restrictions on migrants seeking asylum at the U.S.-Mexico border as the White House tries to neutralize immigration as a political liability ahead of the November elections.(AP Photo/Gregory Bull)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 17 | Migrants seeking asylum walk towards a Border Patrol van to be transported and processed, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, near Dulzura, Calif. President Joe Biden on Tuesday unveiled plans to enact immediate significant restrictions on migrants seeking asylum at the U.S.-Mexico border as the White House tries to neutralize immigration as a political liability ahead of the November elections.(AP Photo/Gregory Bull)
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[image: A migrant seeking asylum from Guatemala waves as he heads towards a Border Patrol vehicle to be processed, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, in San Diego. President Joe Biden on Tuesday unveiled plans to enact immediate significant restrictions on migrants seeking asylum at the U.S.-Mexico border as the White House tries to neutralize immigration as a political liability ahead of the November elections.(AP Photo/Gregory Bull)]
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                                        DULZURA, Calif. (AP) -- Abigail Castillo was about to cross the U.S. border illegally when she heard President Joe Biden was halting asylum. She continued anyway, walking hours through the mountains east of San Diego with her toddler son, hoping it wasn't too late.
"I heard that they were going to do it or were about to do it," Castillo, 35, said Wednesday as she and her son were escorted to a Border Patrol van with about two dozen others from Brazil, Ecuador and her village in the southern Mexican state of Oaxaca, which she said she left because it was gripped by violence. 
They had missed the deadline, and were now subject to the new deportation rule.
Her sense of uncertainty prevailed among many migrants after Biden invoked presidential powers to stop asylum processing when arrests for illegal crossings top 2,500 in a day. The measure took effect at 12:01 a.m. EDT on Wednesday because that threshold was met.

    


Two senior Homeland Security Department officials confirmed the first deportations under the new rule took place Wednesday, though they did not say how many were deported. The officials briefed reporters on condition their names not be used in keeping with regulations.




Sergio Franco, who clutched his baby girl after a nearly two-month journey from Ecuador with his family, walking through the perilous Darien jungle on the border between Colombia and Panama, said he was confident that he would prevail in his plea to find a safe haven in the United States.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"If we have evidence, there shouldn't be a problem," he said as he got into the van with Castillo and the others.
As the group was driven away, several migrants from India walked up to the same dusty area near a gun shop in the town of Dulzura, one of several that have popped up over the last year in the remote rural outskirts of San Diego for migrants to surrender to Border Patrol agents. There was no water or restrooms and little shade.

    


Several Guatemalan women arrived later. Among them was Arelis Alonzo Lopez, who said she was nearly five months pregnant and had walked for two nights. A Border Patrol agent asked how she felt.
"I can't take any more," she answered.
Asylum remains suspended until average daily arrests fall below 1,500 for a week straight. The last month that crossings were that low for that long was in July 2020, during the depths of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Migrants who express fear for their safety if they are deported will be screened by U.S. asylum officers but under a higher standard than what's currently in place. If they pass, they can remain to pursue other forms of humanitarian protection, including those laid out in the U.N. Convention Against Torture.
There are serious questions about whether the new measure can stop large-scale migrant entries. Mexico has agreed to take back migrants who are not Mexican, but only limited numbers and nationalities. And the Biden administration doesn't have the money and diplomatic support it needs to deport migrants long distances, including to Ecuador and India.

    


In Matamoros, Mexico, across the border from Brownsville, Texas, Esmeralda Castro of El Salvador worried the asylum halt will drive more people to compete for the 1,450 slots awarded daily to enter legally through U.S. Customs and Border Protection's heavily oversubscribed online app, known as CBP One. Castro, 40, said she has tried for nine months for an appointment using the app.
"Imagine what's going to happen with what they've done. The system is going to collapse again," said Castro, speaking at a migrant camp near the banks of the Rio Grande where she has been living with about 10 others. The app has become so overwhelmed at times that users got error messages and experienced other technical failures. 
Juan Daniel Medina of the Dominican Republic said he was determined to stick with CBP One, even after eight months of fruitless attempts to get an appointment.
"It's the correct way because that way you do everything legally. They won't have to jump the river and risk facing criminal charges," the 30-year-old Medina said.

    


Two hours before the sun set Tuesday in San Diego, four busloads of migrants were dropped off by Border Patrol agents at a transit center, many of them to seek asylum in one of 68 immigration courts across the country. Asylum-seekers can generally work while their claims slowly wind through overwhelmed immigration courts.
Jesus Gomez of Medellin, Colombia, said Border Patrol agents told him he was one of the last people to be released to seek asylum and that he should tell friends and family back home that they will be deported if they attempt to enter illegally. He said he didn't know if it was true.
"It's a very difficult thing to navigate," Gomez, 49, said as he waited for his wife to be released by the Border Patrol before they fly to Boston, where their daughter lives.
___
Gonzalez reported from Matamoros, Mexico.
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    [image: FILE - American soldiers and supplies arrive on the shore of the French coast of German-occupied Normandy during the Allied D-Day invasion on June 6, 1944 in World War II. Nearly 160,000 Allied troops landed in Normandy on June 6, 1944. Of those, 73,000 were from the United States, 83,000 from Britain and Canada. Forces from several other countries were also involved, including French troops fighting with Gen. Charles de Gaulle. The Allies faced around 50,000 German forces. (AP Photo, File)]
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[image: FILE - American paratroopers, heavily armed, sit inside a military plane as they soar over the English Channel en route to the Normandy French coast for the Allied D-Day invasion of the German stronghold during World War II, June 6, 1944. Nearly 160,000 Allied troops landed in Normandy on June 6, 1944. Of those, 73,000 were from the United States, 83,000 from Britain and Canada. Forces from several other countries were also involved, including French troops fighting with Gen. Charles de Gaulle. The Allies faced around 50,000 German forces. (AP Photo, File)]
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                                        OMAHA BEACH, France (AP) -- The June 6, 1944, D-Day invasion of Nazi-occupied France was unprecedented in scale and audacity, using the largest-ever armada of ships, troops, planes and vehicles to punch a hole in Adolf Hitler's defenses in western Europe and change the course of World War II.
With veterans and world dignitaries gathering in Normandy to commemorate the 80th anniversary of the landings, here's a look at some details about how the operation unfolded. 
WHO TOOK PART
Nearly 160,000 Allied troops landed in Normandy on June 6, 1944. Of those, 73,000 were from the United States and 83,000 from Britain and Canada. Forces from several other countries were also involved, including French troops fighting with Gen. Charles de Gaulle.
The Allies faced around 50,000 German forces.
More than 2 million Allied soldiers, sailors, pilots, medics and other people from a dozen countries were involved in the overall Operation Overlord, the battle to wrest western France from Nazi control that started on D-Day.

    


WHERE AND WHEN
The sea landings started at 6:30 a.m., just after dawn, targeting five code-named beaches: Utah, Omaha, Gold, Juno, Sword. The operation also included actions inland, including overnight parachute landings on strategic German sites and U.S. Army Rangers scaling cliffs to take out German gun positions.
Around 11,000 Allied aircraft, 7,000 ships and boats, and thousands of other vehicles were involved.




MANY DEATHS ON ALL SIDES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A total of 4,414 Allied troops were killed on D-Day itself, including 2,501 Americans. More than 5,000 were wounded.
In the ensuing Battle of Normandy, 73,000 Allied forces were killed and 153,000 wounded. The battle -- and especially Allied bombings of French villages and cities -- killed around 20,000 French civilians.
The exact German casualties aren't known, but historians estimate between 4,000 and 9,000 men were killed, wounded or missing during the D-Day invasion alone. About 22,000 German soldiers are among the many buried around Normandy.

    


SURVIVORS
Inevitably, the number of survivors attending major anniversary commemorations in France continues to dwindle. The youngest survivors are now in their late 90s. It's unclear how many D-Day veterans are still alive. The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs says it doesn't track their numbers. 
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    [image: FILE - A woman casts her ballot at a polling station, during general elections in Eshowe, South Africa, on May 29, 2024. South Africa is in a moment of deep soul-searching after an election that brought a jarring split from the African National Congress, the very party that gave the country freedom and democracy 30 years ago. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti, File)]
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[image: FILE - People look through a window as former president Jacob Zuma, casts his ballot on May 29, 2024 at Nkandla, Kwazulu Natal, South Africa. during general elections. South Africa is in a moment of deep soul-searching after an election that brought a jarring split from the African National Congress, the very party that gave the country freedom and democracy 30 years ago. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti, File)]
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[image: FILE - Former South African President and African National Congress (ANC) leader Nelson Mandela, center, is greeted in Johannesburg, on July 18, 2003, at his 85th birthday celebrations. South Africa is in a moment of deep soul-searching after an election that brought a jarring split from the ANC, the very party that gave the country freedom and democracy 30 years ago. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe, File)]
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[image: FILE - A photographs of former South African President Nelson Mandela is displayed at the Nelson Mandela Legacy Exhibition at the Civic Centre in Cape Town, South Africa, on June 27, 2013. South Africa is in a moment of deep soul-searching after an election that brought a jarring split from the African National Congress, the very party that gave the country freedom and democracy 30 years ago. (AP Photo, File)]
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[image: FILE - Voters queue to cast their ballots for general elections in Alexandra, near Johannesburg, South Africa, on May 29, 2024. South Africa is in a moment of deep soul-searching after an election that brought a jarring split from the African National Congress, the very party that gave the country freedom and democracy 30 years ago.(AP Photo/Themba Hadebe, File)]
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[image: FILE - Supporters of the Inkatha Freedom Party attend an election rally in Richards Bay, near Durban, South Africa, on May 26, 2024, ahead of the 2024 general elections scheduled May 29. 2024. South Africa is in a moment of deep soul-searching after an election that brought a jarring split from the African National Congress, the very party that gave the country freedom and democracy 30 years ago. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti, File)]
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[image: FILE - People queue to cast their votes at a polling station during general elections, in Cape Town, South Africa, on May 29, 2024. South Africa is in a moment of deep soul-searching after an election that brought a jarring split from the African National Congress, the very party that gave the country freedom and democracy 30 years ago.(AP Photo/Nardus Engelbrecht, File)]
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[image: FILE - Students take a selfie as they queue to cast their vote in Johannesburg on May 29, 2024. South Africa is in a moment of deep soul-searching after an election that brought a jarring split from the African National Congress, the very party that gave the country freedom and democracy 30 years ago. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay, File)]
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[image: FILE - Children sit by the side of the road next to a polling station, during general elections in Nkandla, Kwazulu Natal, South Africa, on May 29, 2024. South Africa is in a moment of deep soul-searching after an election that brought a jarring split from the African National Congress, the very party that gave the country freedom and democracy 30 years ago. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti, File)]
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[image: FILE - A miner prepares to descend into the cave from which mineral lime is extracted in the Ndwendwe village in rural KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa, on May 31, 2024. South Africa is in a moment of deep soul-searching after an election that brought a jarring split from the African National Congress, the very party that gave the country freedom and democracy 30 years ago. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti, File)]
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[image: FILE - South African President Cyril Ramaphosa speaks during the announcement of the results in South Africa's general elections in Johannesburg, South Africa on June 2, 2024. South Africa is in a moment of deep soul-searching after an election that brought a jarring split from the African National Congress, the very party that gave the country freedom and democracy 30 years ago. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti, File)]
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        South Africa questions its very being. Yet a difficult change has reinforced its young democracy

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - A woman casts her ballot at a polling station, during general elections in Eshowe, South Africa, on May 29, 2024. South Africa is in a moment of deep soul-searching after an election that brought a jarring split from the African National Congress, the very party that gave the country freedom and democracy 30 years ago. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti, File)]
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[image: FILE - People look through a window as former president Jacob Zuma, casts his ballot on May 29, 2024 at Nkandla, Kwazulu Natal, South Africa. during general elections. South Africa is in a moment of deep soul-searching after an election that brought a jarring split from the African National Congress, the very party that gave the country freedom and democracy 30 years ago. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti, File)]
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[image: FILE - Former South African President and African National Congress (ANC) leader Nelson Mandela, center, is greeted in Johannesburg, on July 18, 2003, at his 85th birthday celebrations. South Africa is in a moment of deep soul-searching after an election that brought a jarring split from the ANC, the very party that gave the country freedom and democracy 30 years ago. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe, File)]
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[image: FILE - A photographs of former South African President Nelson Mandela is displayed at the Nelson Mandela Legacy Exhibition at the Civic Centre in Cape Town, South Africa, on June 27, 2013. South Africa is in a moment of deep soul-searching after an election that brought a jarring split from the African National Congress, the very party that gave the country freedom and democracy 30 years ago. (AP Photo, File)]
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[image: FILE - Voters queue to cast their ballots for general elections in Alexandra, near Johannesburg, South Africa, on May 29, 2024. South Africa is in a moment of deep soul-searching after an election that brought a jarring split from the African National Congress, the very party that gave the country freedom and democracy 30 years ago.(AP Photo/Themba Hadebe, File)]
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[image: FILE - Supporters of the Inkatha Freedom Party attend an election rally in Richards Bay, near Durban, South Africa, on May 26, 2024, ahead of the 2024 general elections scheduled May 29. 2024. South Africa is in a moment of deep soul-searching after an election that brought a jarring split from the African National Congress, the very party that gave the country freedom and democracy 30 years ago. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti, File)]
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[image: FILE - People queue to cast their votes at a polling station during general elections, in Cape Town, South Africa, on May 29, 2024. South Africa is in a moment of deep soul-searching after an election that brought a jarring split from the African National Congress, the very party that gave the country freedom and democracy 30 years ago.(AP Photo/Nardus Engelbrecht, File)]
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[image: FILE - Students take a selfie as they queue to cast their vote in Johannesburg on May 29, 2024. South Africa is in a moment of deep soul-searching after an election that brought a jarring split from the African National Congress, the very party that gave the country freedom and democracy 30 years ago. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay, File)]
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[image: FILE - Children sit by the side of the road next to a polling station, during general elections in Nkandla, Kwazulu Natal, South Africa, on May 29, 2024. South Africa is in a moment of deep soul-searching after an election that brought a jarring split from the African National Congress, the very party that gave the country freedom and democracy 30 years ago. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti, File)]
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[image: FILE - A miner prepares to descend into the cave from which mineral lime is extracted in the Ndwendwe village in rural KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa, on May 31, 2024. South Africa is in a moment of deep soul-searching after an election that brought a jarring split from the African National Congress, the very party that gave the country freedom and democracy 30 years ago. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti, File)]
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[image: FILE - South African President Cyril Ramaphosa speaks during the announcement of the results in South Africa's general elections in Johannesburg, South Africa on June 2, 2024. South Africa is in a moment of deep soul-searching after an election that brought a jarring split from the African National Congress, the very party that gave the country freedom and democracy 30 years ago. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti, File)]
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FILE - South African President Cyril Ramaphosa speaks during the announcement of the results in South Africa's general elections in Johannesburg, South Africa on June 2, 2024. South Africa is in a moment of deep soul-searching after an election that brought a jarring split from the African National Congress, the very party that gave the country freedom and democracy 30 years ago. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti, File)
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                                        CAPE TOWN, South Africa (AP) -- South Africa is in a moment of deep soul-searching after an election that brought a jarring split from the African National Congress, the very party that gave it freedom and democracy 30 years ago.
In the days after rejecting what was once the country's most beloved organization, South Africans were dealing with essential questions over not just where they were going, but what they'd achieved in their young democracy since ending the racist apartheid system of white minority rule in 1994.
Despite having Africa's most industrialized economy, the injustices of South Africa's past have not been made right three decades after Nelson Mandela and the ANC were elected in the country's first all-race vote and promised a better life for all. That has driven discontent among millions of the poor Black majority.

    


"We remain the pyramid society that apartheid and colonialism created," said Thuli Madonsela, a professor of law who helped craft a new, post-apartheid constitution for South Africa in 1997 that was meant to guarantee everyone was equal from then on.
Speaking on national broadcaster SABC, Madonsela outlined how South Africa's democratic journey is still marred by vast problems of joblessness and race-based inequality at some of the worst levels in the world. In last week's election, opposition parties were united in one thing: Something had to change in the country of 62 million.




The problems are both the hard-to-heal scars of apartheid and the contemporary failings of the ANC. The nation, once a prime example of brutal oppression that then embodied a great hope through Mandela, is still searching for what it wants to be -- but self-aware, at least.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"What must we do with this South Africa of ours?" asked Thabo Mbeki, the former South African president who had the almost impossible task of succeeding Mandela as his nation's leader.

    


Politically, South Africa is heading into the unknown again as it did after the turning-point election of 1994, but with none of the joy or optimism of a transition celebrated across the world. The ANC has lost its majority, but with no other party overtaking it, South Africa faces what might be an excruciating series of negotiations to form the first national coalition government in its history.
Yet amid the uncertainty and South Africans' introspection, some have urged them to be proud and to take a closer look at what just happened.
The ANC has accepted the result of the election and the will of the people without question, even after it ended such a long political dominance that it was sometimes hard to see where the ANC ended and South Africa began. An ANC leader once said in bluster that it would govern South Africa "until Jesus comes back," but it graciously submitted to the will of the people last weekend and pledged to work with opposition parties for the good of the country.
After the election results were officially declared Sunday night, South Africans went to work Monday and their children went to school. South African President Cyril Ramaphosa, while still digesting a historic defeat for the party he leads, sent an online message to the nation like he does at the start of every week. He began it with the words: "We have just held a successful general election" and wrote that the vote showed "that our democracy is strong, that it is robust and that it endures."

    


Frans Cronje, a political and economic analyst, said that shouldn't be lost given how other long-ruling post-colonial political parties in Africa have rejected election results and clung to power, sending their countries spiraling. And there have been efforts in recent years to subvert democracy and elections further afield in bigger countries, he said.
"There's actually not much to see here (in South Africa) other than a democracy that worked in a world where they don't always work as well as the architects of Western democracy would have wanted them to," Cronje said. Cronje said it was "the least profound" observation he could make, and yet it might have gone unnoticed.

    


It wasn't meant to underestimate South Africa's troubles, though, and they are stark: The South African Human Rights Commission, one of several independent bodies set up by the government with a mandate to guard democracy, found in 2021 that 64% of Black people in South Africa and 40% of those with biracial heritage were classified as poor, but for white people that figure was only 1%.
That must change quickly, Madonsela warned, or South Africa's democracy could face sterner tests ahead and the constitution that she co-wrote could be in danger of becoming "meaningless" to people. She cautioned that some might conflate the failure of the ANC with the failure of democracy as a whole. More than 80% of South Africa's population is Black and the frustration of millions over broken government promises cannot be underestimated.

    


South Africa's future now lies in coalition talks that will bring almost every major party in, although it's still unclear what the final product will be. More than 50 parties contested last week's election, with at least eight receiving significant shares of the vote, reflecting a country that has never pretended not to be complicated. Ramaphosa said South Africa has to find unity "now more than ever."
As politically and racially diverse groups try to chart a new way forward together, an optimistic South African might find a connection with one of the most famous speeches Mandela gave 60 years ago when he stood in an apartheid courtroom and held firm in his defense of democracy, and that every South African be allowed to vote and have a say in their future.
"We believe that South Africa belongs to all the people who live in it," he said.
___
AP Africa news: https://apnews.com/hub/africa
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    [image: Larissa May, of HalfTheStory, is photographed in New York's Madison Square Park, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. The site works with young people to build better relationships with technology, on their own terms, starting in middle school even before some kids have a device. To May, abstinence is not the answer to teens' problems with social media. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)]
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                                        Ahmed Othman isn't on TikTok and doesn't want to be.
He and his younger sister got iPhones when they were in eighth and seventh grade respectively, but with no social media, just iMessage. Their parents, who are both computer scientists, spent the next year teaching them about social media, bombarding them with studies about its effects on teen mental health. 
"They really tried to emphasize social media is a tool, but can also be like your worst enemy if you so make it," Othman said.
Now 17, Othman credits his parents' deep involvement for what he calls a "healthy relationship" with his phone. That includes staying away from TikTok.
"The algorithm is so potent that I feel like, you know, TikTok might not benefit me," he said.
Othman, who's originally from Libya and lives in Massachusetts, is an outlier among his peers, nearly two-thirds of whom are on TikTok either with or without their parents' permission, according to the Pew Research Center. 

    


Othman's parents took a middle ground approach that a growing number of experts say is the most realistic and effective way of teaching children about social media: Rather than an outright ban or allowing free reign, they recommend a slow, deliberate onboarding that gives children the tools and information they need to navigate a world in which places like TikTok, Instagram and Snapchat are almost impossible to escape.




"You cannot just expect that the kids will jump into the world of social media, learn how to swim on their own," said Natalie Bazarova, a professor of communications and director of the Cornell Social Media Lab. "They need to have instruction. They need to have practice on how to behave on social media. They need to have understanding of risks and opportunities. And they also need to learn that in a way that is age appropriate."
FEW GUARDRAILS

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The harms to children from social media have been well-documented in the two decades since Facebook's launch ushered in a new era in how the world communicates. Kids who spend more time on social media, especially when they are tweens or young teenagers, are more likely to experience depression and anxiety, according to multiple studies -- though it is not yet clear if there is a causal relationship. 

    


Many are exposed to content that is not appropriate for their age, including pornography and violence. They also face bullying, sexual harassment and unwanted advances from their peers as well as adult strangers. Because their brains are not fully developed, teenagers are also more affected by social comparisons than adults, so even happy posts from friends could send them into a negative spiral. 
Lawmakers have taken notice and have held multiple congressional hearings -- most recently in January -- on child online safety. Still, the last federal law aimed at protecting children online was enacted in 1998, six years before Facebook's founding. 
Last May, U.S. Surgeon General Vivek Murthy issued a warning saying there is not enough evidence to show that social media is safe for kids and urged policymakers to address the harms of social media the same way they regulate things like car seats, baby formula, medication and other products children use. Parents, he stressed, can't do it all, although some -- like Othman's -- try. 

    


Othman at first wanted a phone "with everything on it, no restrictions."
"But like now, after the years passed, I really do understand and appreciate what they did," he said.
WHEN IT'S NOT ENOUGH
Of course, the Othmans' approach may not work for every family. Most parents are not computer scientists, and many don't have the time or expertise to create a crash-course on social media for their children.
But even when parents are vigilant, that's still no guarantee their children won't fall prey to social media's traps. 
Neveen Radwan thought she did everything right when she gave her children phones: putting restrictions on their accounts, having access to their passwords, taking away their phones at night, setting everything to private.
"I made sure that everything was very, very, you know, airtight," said Radwan, who worked in information technology for 20 years.

    


Her daughter didn't get a phone until she was 13. She started using social media in the eighth grade. When she was 16, she was diagnosed with anorexia. 
"We were right in the beginning of (the COVID lockdowns) and it progressed very quickly because we were at home and she was on social media quite a bit at the time," Radwan recalled.
An avid athlete, the teen started looking for workouts and ways to stay healthy on Instagram. Soon, though, the algorithm began showing her social media challenges like "how to stay under 500 calories a day" and "if you want to stay skinny, you need to be able to fit in a baby swing." Within two or three months, Radwan said her daughter was in the hospital. 
Today, Radwan speaks about the harms of social media to teens and has joined a lawsuit against Facebook and Instagram parent company Meta Platforms Inc. that seeks to hold the tech giant accountable for the harms its platforms have caused to children and teens. Her daughter has recovered and is attending college. 

    


ARE SCHOOLS THE ANSWER?
While parents are definitely part of the equation, most of the the teens and experts interviewed by The Associated Press pointed to schools as the key place where all children can learn about "digital citizenship," the umbrella term that includes news media literacy, cyberbullying, social media balance and now even artificial intelligence literacy. 
"We have sex education. We don't have things about like online safety," said Bao Le, a 18-year-old freshman at Vanderbilt University in Nashville. "And a lot of kids are dying of suicide, you know, text sextortion. So I think it's really important the school also teaches this."
But while some schools offer digital literacy or online safety programs, these are still few and far between. Teachers already face pressure to teach the regular curriculum while also dealing with staffing shortages and funding issues. Not only that, but kids are often encouraged to be on social media if they want to participate in extracurricular activities and other school programs. 
Some schools opt to ban phones altogether, but just as with parental bans, kids often find a way. For instance, at schools that collect the gadgets from kids in the morning, students say they get around it by turning in fake phones. To get around parental bans, they set up social media accounts on friends' phones, computers or buy burner phones to keep using after they have turned in their official phone.
"Hope is not a strategy. And pretending that (social media) doesn't exist is also not a strategy, because we have to deal with real life," said Merve Lapus, vice president of education outreach at the nonprofit Common Sense Media, whose digital citizenship curriculum is used in more than 90,000 schools in the U.S. "Our kids are being exposed to it in some shape or form. They're hearing about it with their friends. The pressure to feel connected has not changed. I mean, these are all pressures we felt as kids."
To really connect with kids, he said, it's best to get deeper into the pressures they face when it comes to social media, and validate that those are real pressures.
"I think that's one of the challenges right now, is that it becomes the center of attention only when it's problematic," Lapus said. "And so we frame these tools as only problematic tools very easily, very quickly, and our kids will say, you just don't get it, I can't talk to you about these things because you don't understand." 
NONPROFITS STEP UP
Over the past decade or so, nonprofits and advocacy groups -- many run by young people who emerged from their own struggles with social media -- have popped up to offer help. 
Larissa May stumbled on to social media a decade ago when she was in high school "without any roadmap" on its dangers or how to use it. May said she was dealing with depression and anxiety that social media exacerbated. In college, she became "obsessed" with social media and digital marketing, running a fashion blog where she was posting on every day. 
"I got to a point where I was spending 12-plus hours a day on my phone in my room, more focused on my digital identity than the world around me, my mental health, my physical health, my sleep," May recalled. She almost took her own life. 
The turning point came when May started going to a psychiatrist almost every day, with clear instructions of what she needed to do: Take antidepressants, start moving her body sleep, and start socializing.
"However, I was spending all of my day on my phone, which they never addressed, and being on my phone prevented me from doing all of those things," May said. "And it wasn't until one day where I had this, you know, midnight thought of, why can I not heal? And it was because I hadn't healed my relationship with technology." 
So, she shut down her fashion blog and started HalfTheStory in 2015, with the intent of gathering stories from young people such as Othman to understand how social media was affecting them.
"And what I found out was that I wasn't alone in my struggle," she said.
Today, HalfTheStory works with young people to build better relationships with technology, on their own terms, starting in middle school even before some kids have a device. 
To May, abstinence is not the answer to teens' problems with social media. 
"What I learn from every single one of our teens is that they wish their parents had more boundaries for them," she said. "And I think that parents feel afraid because honestly, a lot of violence and conflict erupts around devices." 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/influenced-social-media-teens-mental-health-5d6bcdccd154acd631ab09023e81b369
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    [image: Several trees slammed into a structure at Rotary Park in Livonia, MIch., Wednesday, June 5, 2024 as a tornado tore through the western Wayne County community. (Nolan Finley/The Detroit News via AP)]
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[image: Laure (cq) Hibberd and her son, Johnny Hibberd walk past a downed tree at Rotary Park after a tornado swept through the area in Livonia, Mich., Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (Robin Buckson/Detroit News via AP)]
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[image: Injured tornado victims are moved to the front yard of a neighbor's home in Gaithersburg, Md., Wednesday, June 5, 2024, before being transported to a hospital. Several people were hurt when a large tree collapsed on a house on Dogwood Drive. (Michael S. Williamson/The Washington Post via AP)]
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[image: Workers remove parts of trees at a home on Hubbard Street after a storm in Livonia, Mich., Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (Robin Buckson/Detroit News via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 12 | Workers remove parts of trees at a home on Hubbard Street after a storm in Livonia, Mich., Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (Robin Buckson/Detroit News via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Sheri Redd stands in her driveway as fallen trees surround her home after a tornado struck the area in Livonia, Mich., Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (Robin Buckson/Detroit News via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 12 | Sheri Redd stands in her driveway as fallen trees surround her home after a tornado struck the area in Livonia, Mich., Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (Robin Buckson/Detroit News via AP)
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[image: A fallen tree lays near a home on Hubbard Street after a tornado struck the area in Livonia, Mich., Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (Robin Buckson/Detroit News via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 12 | A fallen tree lays near a home on Hubbard Street after a tornado struck the area in Livonia, Mich., Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (Robin Buckson/Detroit News via AP)
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[image: People walk around Rotary Park looking at downed trees after a tornado swept through the area in Livonia, Mich., Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (Robin Buckson/Detroit News via AP)]
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[image: A downed tree lays on the roof of a home on Hubbard Street after a tornado swept through the area in Livonia, Mich., Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (Robin Buckson/Detroit News via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 12 | A downed tree lays on the roof of a home on Hubbard Street after a tornado swept through the area in Livonia, Mich., Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (Robin Buckson/Detroit News via AP)
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[image: Part of a downed tree is tangled in power lines behind homes on Hubbard Street after a storm in Livonia, Mich., Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (Robin Buckson/Detroit News via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 12 | Part of a downed tree is tangled in power lines behind homes on Hubbard Street after a storm in Livonia, Mich., Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (Robin Buckson/Detroit News via AP)
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[image: An injured tornado victim is transported in Gaithersburg, Md., Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Several people were hurt when a large tree collapsed on a house on Dogwood Drive. (Michael S. Williamson/The Washington Post via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 12 | An injured tornado victim is transported in Gaithersburg, Md., Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Several people were hurt when a large tree collapsed on a house on Dogwood Drive. (Michael S. Williamson/The Washington Post via AP)
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[image: Injured tornado victims are moved to the front yard of a neighbor's home in Gaithersburg, Md., Wednesday, June 5, 2024, before being transported to a hospital. Several people were hurt when a large tree collapsed on a house on Dogwood Drive. (Michael S. Williamson/The Washington Post via AP)]
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    [image: Several trees slammed into a structure at Rotary Park in Livonia, MIch., Wednesday, June 5, 2024 as a tornado tore through the western Wayne County community. (Nolan Finley/The Detroit News via AP)]
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[image: Laure (cq) Hibberd and her son, Johnny Hibberd walk past a downed tree at Rotary Park after a tornado swept through the area in Livonia, Mich., Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (Robin Buckson/Detroit News via AP)]
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Injured tornado victims are moved to the front yard of a neighbor's home in Gaithersburg, Md., Wednesday, June 5, 2024, before being transported to a hospital. Several people were hurt when a large tree collapsed on a house on Dogwood Drive. (Michael S. Williamson/The Washington Post via AP)]
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[image: Workers remove parts of trees at a home on Hubbard Street after a storm in Livonia, Mich., Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (Robin Buckson/Detroit News via AP)]
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[image: Sheri Redd stands in her driveway as fallen trees surround her home after a tornado struck the area in Livonia, Mich., Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (Robin Buckson/Detroit News via AP)]
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[image: A fallen tree lays near a home on Hubbard Street after a tornado struck the area in Livonia, Mich., Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (Robin Buckson/Detroit News via AP)]
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A fallen tree lays near a home on Hubbard Street after a tornado struck the area in Livonia, Mich., Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (Robin Buckson/Detroit News via AP)
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[image: People walk around Rotary Park looking at downed trees after a tornado swept through the area in Livonia, Mich., Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (Robin Buckson/Detroit News via AP)]
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People walk around Rotary Park looking at downed trees after a tornado swept through the area in Livonia, Mich., Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (Robin Buckson/Detroit News via AP)
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[image: A downed tree lays on the roof of a home on Hubbard Street after a tornado swept through the area in Livonia, Mich., Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (Robin Buckson/Detroit News via AP)]
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A downed tree lays on the roof of a home on Hubbard Street after a tornado swept through the area in Livonia, Mich., Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (Robin Buckson/Detroit News via AP)
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[image: Part of a downed tree is tangled in power lines behind homes on Hubbard Street after a storm in Livonia, Mich., Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (Robin Buckson/Detroit News via AP)]
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Part of a downed tree is tangled in power lines behind homes on Hubbard Street after a storm in Livonia, Mich., Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (Robin Buckson/Detroit News via AP)
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[image: An injured tornado victim is transported in Gaithersburg, Md., Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Several people were hurt when a large tree collapsed on a house on Dogwood Drive. (Michael S. Williamson/The Washington Post via AP)]
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An injured tornado victim is transported in Gaithersburg, Md., Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Several people were hurt when a large tree collapsed on a house on Dogwood Drive. (Michael S. Williamson/The Washington Post via AP)
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[image: Injured tornado victims are moved to the front yard of a neighbor's home in Gaithersburg, Md., Wednesday, June 5, 2024, before being transported to a hospital. Several people were hurt when a large tree collapsed on a house on Dogwood Drive. (Michael S. Williamson/The Washington Post via AP)]
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                                        LIVONIA, Mich. (AP) -- A tornado killed a 2-year-old boy and injured his mother Wednesday when a tree fell on their house in suburban Detroit, while emergency workers in Maryland were responding to reports of collapsed structures with people trapped inside after a tornado there.
Officials in Livonia, Michigan, said in a post on the city's website that the quick-developing tornado struck several neighborhoods in the city on Wednesday afternoon.
A massive tree was uprooted and fell onto the family's house and through the roof, landing on a bed where the woman and her 2-year-old were sleeping, officials said. Crews worked for nearly an hour to remove the roof and parts of the tree and then lift the tree to get the victims out.
The toddler was pronounced dead at the scene, officials said. The mother was transported to a local hospital in critical condition.

    


A 2-week-old sibling who was in a crib in a separate room was not injured but taken to a hospital for an evaluation, Livonia Fire Department Chief Robert Jennison told WDIV-TV.
"This is a terrible tragedy for our community," Mayor Maureen Miller Brosnan said in the statement. "Our hearts are broken, too, and we send our deepest sympathies."




The city of Livonia activates warning sirens based on notifications from the National Weather Service or tornado reports, officials said. However, Livonia Emergency Preparedness Director Brian Kahn said in the statement that the city did not receive any advance warning from the agency or others. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A representative from the weather service called it a spin-up storm that didn't show up on their radars in enough time to issue a warning, according to city officials. 
The National Weather Service in Detroit confirmed on the social platform X Wednesday night that an EF1 tornado with a peak wind speed of 95 mph (153 kmh) moved through Livonia. The agency said the twister traveled a path spanning over 5 miles (8 kilometers), uprooting and damaging trees and damaging some houses.

    


In Maryland, emergency workers responded to reports that people were trapped inside structures that collapsed after a tornado was spotted in the area during rounds of strong storms Wednesday night.
A tornado was spotted in a suburban area of Montgomery County northwest of Washington, the National Weather Service said in a social media post warning people in the area to take cover. 
There were reports of three collapsed structures in Gaithersburg with people trapped inside, Montgomery County Fire and Rescue Service spokesperson Pete Piringer said. 
Piringer said the most significant damage occurred when a large tree fell on a single-family house, leaving five people injured, including one with traumatic injuries. He said they were all transported to a hospital.
Local television footage showed large downed trees that damaged houses when they fell.
David Pazos, Montgomery County Fire and Rescue assistant chief, said there were a lot of power outages.
"We don't know what people's needs are, so we're having to go door to door to assess whether they need fire and rescue services or need relocation because of damage to their homes," he said. 
Tornado warnings were still being issued throughout the state and in Delaware on Wednesday night.
___
This story has corrected to show that the Livonia fire chief is Robert Jennison, not Robert Johnson.
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    [image: FILE - Fulton County District Attorney Fani Willis speaks during a news conference, Aug. 14, 2023, in Atlanta. Voters in Georgia, Kentucky, Oregon, and Idaho will hold state primaries to choose nominees for U.S. House and other contests. Willis, who is leading the prosecution of Trump in a 2020 election interference case, faces challenger Christian Wise Smith in the Democratic primary on Tuesday, May 21, 2024. (AP Photo/John Bazemore, File)]
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[image: Fulton County District Attorney Fani Willis speaks to the media after winning the Democratic primary on Tuesday, May 21, 2024, in Buckhead, Ga. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)]
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- An appeals court has halted the Georgia election interference case against former President Donald Trump and others while it reviews the lower court judge's ruling allowing Fulton County District Attorney Fani Willis to remain on the case.
The Georgia Court of Appeals' order on Wednesday prevents Fulton County Superior Court Judge Scott McAfee from moving forward with pretrial motions as he had planned while the appeal is pending. While it was already unlikely that the case would go to trial before the November general election, when Trump is expected to be the Republican nominee for president, this makes that even more certain.
The appeals court on Monday docketed the appeals filed by Trump and eight others and said that "if oral argument is requested and granted" it is tentatively scheduled for Oct. 4. The court will then have until mid-March to rule, and the losing side will be able to appeal to the Georgia Supreme Court.

    


A spokesperson for Willis declined to comment on the appeals court ruling.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Appeals court halts Trump's Georgia case during appeal of order allowing Willis to stay on case
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Haya Panjwani reports.

    

A Fulton County grand jury in August indicted Trump and 18 others, accusing them of participating in a sprawling scheme to illegally try to overturn the 2020 presidential election in Georgia. Four defendants have pleaded guilty after reaching deals with prosecutors, but Trump and the others have pleaded not guilty. It is one of four criminal cases against Trump.




Trump and eight other defendants had tried to get Willis and her office removed from the case, arguing that a romantic relationship she had with special prosecutor Nathan Wade created a conflict of interest. McAfee in March found that no conflict of interest existed that should force Willis off the case, but he granted a request from Trump and the other defendants to seek an appeal of his ruling from the state Court of Appeals.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

McAfee wrote that "an odor of mendacity remains." He said "reasonable questions" over whether Willis and Wade had testified truthfully about the timing of their relationship "further underpin the finding of an appearance of impropriety and the need to make proportional efforts to cure it." He said Willis could remain on the case only if Wade left, and the special prosecutor submitted his resignation hours later.

    


The allegations that Willis had improperly benefited from her romance with Wade resulted in a tumultuous couple of months in the case as intimate details of Willis and Wade's personal lives were aired in court in mid-February. 
Steve Sadow, Trump's lead attorney in Georgia, said the Court of Appeals was right to halt proceedings while it hears the appeal "which argues the case should be dismissed and Fulton County DA Willis should be disqualified for her misconduct."
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Who's testified, and who might, in Hunter Biden's firearms trial

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Hunter Biden's ex-wife and a former girlfriend testified Wednesday in his gun trial about finding his crack pipes and other drug paraphernalia, and jurors saw photos of the president's son bare-chested in a bubble bath and heard about his visit to a strip club. (AP video: Tassanee Vejpongsa and Erik Verduzco)
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    [image: Hunter Biden, accompanied by his wife, Melissa Cohen Biden, depart from federal court, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in Wilmington, Del. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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Hunter Biden, accompanied by his wife, Melissa Cohen Biden, depart from federal court, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in Wilmington, Del. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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[image: Kathleen Buhle, Hunter Biden's ex-wife, departs from federal court, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in Wilmington, Del. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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Kathleen Buhle, Hunter Biden's ex-wife, departs from federal court, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in Wilmington, Del. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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[image: Hallie Biden departs from federal court, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in Wilmington, Del. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)]
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Zoe Kestan departs from federal court, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in Wilmington, Del. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: Gordon Cleveland departs from federal court, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in Wilmington, Del. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)]
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Gordon Cleveland departs from federal court, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in Wilmington, Del. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)
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[image: Hunter Biden departs from federal court, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in Wilmington, Del. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)]
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[image: First lady Jill Biden departs from federal court, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in Wilmington, Del. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)]
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      


            

        
    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            RANDALL CHASE, MICHAEL KUNZELMAN, CLAUDIA LAUER and ALANNA DURKIN RICHER

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        WILMINGTON, Del. (AP) -- Jurors who will decide whether President Joe Biden's son is guilty of federal firearms charges are hearing deeply personal testimony about a dark period for Hunter Biden. 
The case playing out in Wilmington, Delaware, stems from a gun the younger Biden bought in October 2018, months before his father announced his bid for the presidency. 

    
    What to know
	What is the trial about? Hunter Biden was charged with three felonies stemming from the purchase of a gun in October 2018.
	Key witnesses: Hunter Biden's ex-wife and a former girlfriend testified about finding his crack pipes and other drug paraphernalia,
	Follow the AP's live updates from Hunter Biden's criminal trial.



    


Prosecutors say Hunter Biden lied when he swore he wasn't a drug user on a form he filled out at the gun shop. He had the gun for about 11 days before it was thrown in a trash can. 
Hunter Biden's attorney argues his client did not believe he was in the throes of addiction when he stated in the paperwork that he did not have a drug problem. 
Hunter Biden was supposed to have avoided prosecution in the gun case altogether, but a deal with prosecutors fell apart last year. He was subsequently indicted on three felony gun charges. He also faces a trial scheduled for September on felony charges alleging he failed to pay at least $1.4 million in taxes over four years. 

    


Here's a look at some key witnesses in the trial: 
KATHLEEN BUHLE 
One of the prosecutors' first witnesses was Hunter Biden's ex-wife, who filed for divorce in 2016 after more than 20 years of marriage. They have three children together. In divorce proceedings, she accused him of squandering their money on drugs, alcohol, strip clubs and prostitutes.




On the witness stand, Buhle described learning about Hunter Biden's drug use when she found a pipe used to smoke crack cocaine in an ashtray on their porch in July 2015, weeks after Hunter's brother Beau died from brain cancer.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

When she confronted Hunter, he "acknowledged smoking crack," she told jurors. 
Buhle testified that she suspected that Hunter was using drugs even before she found the crack pipe, given that he earlier had been kicked out of the Navy after testing positive for cocaine. 

    


"I was definitely worried, scared," said Buhle, who was subpoenaed by prosecutors. 
She also recounted searching the family's car for drugs whenever her children were driving it. But she acknowledged under questioning from Hunter's attorney that she never actually saw him using drugs.
HALLIE BIDEN 
A key witness expected to take the stand for prosecutors is Beau's widow, who had a romantic relationship with Hunter Biden after his brother's death. 
When their relationship became public in 2017, Joe Biden and his wife, Jill, said in a statement that the couple had their "full and complete support," adding, "We are all lucky that Hunter and Hallie found each other as they were putting their lives together again after such sadness." 
Hunter detailed their troubled romance in his memoir "Beautiful Things," writing, "As much as we desperately thought we could be the answers to each other's pain, we only caused each other more." 
Hallie Biden found the gun in Hunter Biden's truck days after he bought it and threw it in a trash can near a grocery store in Wilmington. Hunter Biden told police in 2018 that she took the gun because she was concerned about his mental health, according to a police report. 

    


Hunter got upset when he found out she threw the gun away, but it was no longer there when she went back to look for it. A man collecting recyclables found it and gave it to the police. 
Jurors have already seen text messages between the pair that prosecutors are using to try to prove that Hunter Biden knew he was addicted to drugs when he said on the form he wasn't. 
In one late-night exchange shortly after he bought the gun, Hallie asked Hunter where he was. Hunter replied he was behind a baseball stadium in downtown Wilmington "waiting for a dealer."
ZOE KESTAN 
Kestan, another former romantic partner, was given immunity in exchange for her testimony for prosecutors. 
She described meeting Hunter in December 2017 at a strip club in New York where she was working. During a private session with her and another girl, he pulled out a pipe and began smoking what she assumed was crack, she testified.
"He was incredibly charming and charismatic and friendly, and I felt really safe around him," she said. "I remember after he had smoked it, nothing had changed. He was the same charming person."

    


The two met up again a couple of weeks later in New York. She recounted staying at his hotel for five days, a period in which she says Hunter Biden smoked crack perhaps every 20 minutes. At one point during their stay together, he asked her to go meet his drug dealer and bring him up to the room, she told jurors. 
But Kestan acknowledged she had no contact with Hunter Biden in October 2018, the month he bought the gun. 
JAMES BIDEN 
The defense plans to call to the witness stand President Biden's brother, who is close with Hunter Biden and helped his nephew through rehab stints in the past. 
Outside the case, James Biden's business dealings have made him a target of Republicans, who questioned both him and Hunter Biden in their stalled impeachment inquiry. Joe Biden told lawmakers during a voluntary private interview in February that the president "never had any involvement or any direct or indirect financial interest" in his business ventures. 

    


House Republicans on Wednesday accused Joe Biden and Hunter Biden of making false statements to Congress and sent criminal referrals to the Justice Department. The claim involving James Biden is over a statement he made about whether the president, while a private citizen, met with a former Biden family business partner. 
James Biden's lawyer called the Republicans' move a "transparent and cynical attempt to distract and retaliate for Donald Trump's recent criminal conviction." 
Hunter Biden's lawyer, Abbe Lowell, said it was "nothing more than a desperate attempt by Republicans to twist Hunter's testimony so they can distract from their failed impeachment inquiry and interfere with his trial." 
GORDON CLEVELAND 
Cleveland sold Hunter Biden the .38 caliber revolver at a Wilmington gun shop in 2018. 
Testifying for prosecutors, the former gun store clerk told jurors he stood next to Hunter Biden when he began to answer a series of questions on the federal form every person has to fill out when they buy a gun. Hunter checked a box saying he was purchasing the gun for himself, Cleveland said. 
Another question asked whether the buyer was "an unlawful user of or addicted to" marijuana, stimulants, narcotics or any other controlled substance. Hunter Biden wrote "no," Cleveland said. 
He also testified that Hunter did not ask any questions or express any confusion about the question. Hunter Biden paid $900 in cash, telling Cleveland to keep the change -- about $13.
Cleveland told jurors he watched Hunter sign the form, which includes a warning about the consequences of submitting false information.
____
Richer reported from Washington. 
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YouTube toughens policy on gun videos and youth; critics say proof will be in enforcement

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - The YouTube app is seen on an iPad, March 20, 2018, in Baltimore. YouTube announced Wednesday, June 5, 2024, that it is changing its policies about firearm videos in an effort to keep potentially dangerous content from reaching underage users. (AP Photo/Patrick Semansky, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- YouTube is changing its policies about firearm videos in an effort to keep potentially dangerous content from reaching underage users. 
The video sharing platform owned by Google said Wednesday it will prohibit any videos demonstrating how to remove firearm safety devices. In addition, videos showing homemade guns, automatic weapons and certain firearm accessories like silencers will be restricted to users 18 and older.
The changes take effect June 18 and come after gun safety advocates have repeatedly called on the platform to do more to ensure gun videos aren't making their way to the site's youngest users, potentially traumatizing children or sending them down dark paths of extremism and violence.
Katie Paul, director of the Tech Transparency Project, said the change was welcome news and a step in the right direction. But she questioned why the platform took so long to issue a new policy, and said her group will look to see how effectively YouTube enforces its new rule.

    


"Firearms are the number one cause of death for children and teens in America," said Paul, whose group has long sought stronger age controls on online gun videos. "As always with YouTube, the real proof of change is whether the company enforces the policies it has on the books. Until YouTube takes real action to prevent videos about guns and gun violence from reaching minors, its policies remain empty words." 




Last year, researchers at Paul's group created YouTube accounts that mimicked the behavior of 9-year-old American boys with a stated interest in video games. The researchers found that YouTube's recommendations system forwarded these accounts graphic videos of school shootings, tactical gun training videos and how-to instructions on making firearms fully automatic.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

One video featured an elementary school-age girl wielding a handgun; another showed a shooter using a .50 caliber gun to fire on a dummy head filled with lifelike blood and brains. Many of the videos violated YouTube's own policies against violent or gory content.

    


Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg last month called on YouTube to stop the proliferation of firearm-related videos to young users, and told the company it was failing to enforce its own policies. On Wednesday, Bragg said he applauded the company's new policy.
"We have heard firsthand from young individuals that YouTube's algorithm is driving them to the world of illegal and 3D-printed firearms, which is having a direct impact on the safety of Manhattanites," Bragg said in a statement emailed to reporters.
YouTube said the policy changes were designed to reflect new developments, like 3D printed guns, which have become more available in recent years. YouTube requires users under 17 to get their parent's permission before using their site; accounts for users younger than 13 are linked to the parental account. 
"We regularly review our guidelines and consult with outside experts to make sure we are drawing the line at the right place," said company spokesman Javier Hernandez.

    


Along with TikTok, YouTube is one of the most popular sites for children and teens. Both sites have been questioned in the past for hosting, and in some cases promoting, videos that encourage gun violence, eating disorders and self-harm. 
Several perpetrators of recent mass shootings have usedsocial media and video streaming platforms to glorify violence, foreshadow or even livestream their attacks.
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Centenarian veterans are sharing their memories of D-Day, 80 years later

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    American D-Day veterans share stories and memories from their experiences on June 6th, 1944
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            Tombstones of fallen WWII soldiers lit up at cemetery in Normandy as part of D-Day commemorations

        
        
            Tombstones at the Commonwealth war cemetery of Banneville-La-Campagne, in Normandy, France, were lit up on Tuesday during a ceremony as part of the 80th anniversary of D-Day. (AP Video shot by Laurent Cipriani)
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    [image: World War II and D-Day veteran Jake Larson visits the grave of a soldier from his unit at the Normandy American Cemetery in Colleville-sur-Mer, France, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. World War II veterans from across the United States as well as Britain and Canada are in Normandy this week to mark 80 years since the D-Day landings that helped lead to Hitler's defeat. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)]
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[image: American World War II veteran Dick Rung poses during a service at the Pegasus Bridge memorial in Benouville, Normandy, France, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. World War II veterans from across the United States as well as Britain and Canada are in Normandy this week to mark 80 years since the D-Day landings that helped lead to Hitler's defeat. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)]
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[image: British World War II veteran Marie Scott poses during a service at the Pegasus Bridge memorial in Benouville, Normandy, France, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. World War II veterans from across the United States as well as Britain and Canada are in Normandy this week to mark 80 years since the D-Day landings that helped lead to Hitler's defeat. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)]
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[image: British World War II veterans Mervyn Kersh, center, and Marie Scott, right, attend a service at the Pegasus Bridge memorial in Benouville, Normandy, France, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. World War II veterans from across the United States as well as Britain and Canada are in Normandy this week to mark 80 years since the D-Day landings that helped lead to Hitler's defeat. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)]
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[image: British World War II veteran John King is greeted by a young girl prior to a service at the Pegasus Bridge memorial in Benouville, France, Normandy, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. World War II veterans from across the United States as well as Britain and Canada are in Normandy this week to mark 80 years since the D-Day landings that helped lead to Hitler's defeat. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)]
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[image: British World War II veteran John King, center, attends a service at the Pegasus Bridge memorial in Benouville, Normandy, France, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. World War II veterans from across the United States as well as Britain and Canada are in Normandy this week to mark 80 years since the D-Day landings that helped lead to Hitler's defeat. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)]
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[image: British World War II veterans speak with U.S Dan Cnossen, right, during a service at the Pegasus Bridge memorial in Benouville, Normandy, France, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. World War II veterans from across the United States as well as Britain and Canada are in Normandy this week to mark 80 years since the D-Day landings that helped lead to Hitler's defeat. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)]
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[image: British Normandy veterans Jim Grant, second left and Charles Horn, right pose with British Royal Navy officers Commander Glen Hinson, left and Commodore John Boyce on board the Mont St Michael ferry prior to departure for France, in Portsmouth, England, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)]
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[image: British Normandy veterans wave to the crowds and to the aircraft carrier HMS Prince of Wales that has its sides lined with sailors as they depart Portsmouth Harbour on board the Mont St Michael ferry to France, in Portsmouth England, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)]
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[image: World War II and D-Day veteran Jake Larson visits the graves at the Normandy American Cemetery in Colleville-sur-Mer, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. World War II veterans from across the United States as well as Britain and Canada are in Normandy this week to mark 80 years since the D-Day landings that helped lead to Hitler's defeat. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)]
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[image: American D-Day veterans arrive at Deauville airport, Monday, June 3, 2024 in Deauville, Normandy to attend D-Day 80th anniversary commemorations. (AP Photo/Alexander Turnbull)]
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American D-Day veterans arrive at Deauville airport, Monday, June 3, 2024 in Deauville, Normandy to attend D-Day 80th anniversary commemorations. (AP Photo/Alexander Turnbull)
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[image: British Normandy campaign veteran Les Underwood of the Royal Navy poses in the 'Map Room' which shows the large diagram of the D-Day Invasion, at Southwick army base near Portsmouth, England, Monday, June 3, 2024. Underwood is part of a group of veterans travelling to France for the 80th anniversary commemoration of the D-Day Invasion.(AP Photo/Alastair Grant)]
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British Normandy campaign veteran Les Underwood of the Royal Navy poses in the 'Map Room' which shows the large diagram of the D-Day Invasion, at Southwick army base near Portsmouth, England, Monday, June 3, 2024. Underwood is part of a group of veterans travelling to France for the 80th anniversary commemoration of the D-Day Invasion.(AP Photo/Alastair Grant)
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[image: An American D-Day veteran is welcomed at Deauville airport, Monday, June 3, 2024 in Deauville, Normandy to attend D-Day 80th anniversary commemorations. (AP Photo/Alexander Turnbull)]
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An American D-Day veteran is welcomed at Deauville airport, Monday, June 3, 2024 in Deauville, Normandy to attend D-Day 80th anniversary commemorations. (AP Photo/Alexander Turnbull)
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[image: American D-Day veterans are welcomed by US soldiers at Deauville airport, Monday, June 3, 2024 in Deauville, Normandy to attend D-Day 80th anniversary commemorations. (AP Photo/Alexander Turnbull)]
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American D-Day veterans are welcomed by US soldiers at Deauville airport, Monday, June 3, 2024 in Deauville, Normandy to attend D-Day 80th anniversary commemorations. (AP Photo/Alexander Turnbull)
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[image: American D-Day veterans sit during a welcoming ceremony at Deauville airport, Monday, June 3, 2024 in Deauville, Normandy to attend D-Day 80th anniversary commemorations. (AP Photo/Alexander Turnbull)]
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American D-Day veterans sit during a welcoming ceremony at Deauville airport, Monday, June 3, 2024 in Deauville, Normandy to attend D-Day 80th anniversary commemorations. (AP Photo/Alexander Turnbull)
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[image: British Normandy campaign veteran George Chandler of the Royal Navy speaks to the media and poses in the 'Map Room' which shows the large diagram of the D-Day Invasion, at Southwick army base near Portsmouth, England, Monday, June 3, 2024. Chandler is part of a group of veterans travelling to France for the 80th anniversary commemoration of the D-Day Invasion.(AP Photo/Alastair Grant)]
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British Normandy campaign veteran George Chandler of the Royal Navy speaks to the media and poses in the 'Map Room' which shows the large diagram of the D-Day Invasion, at Southwick army base near Portsmouth, England, Monday, June 3, 2024. Chandler is part of a group of veterans travelling to France for the 80th anniversary commemoration of the D-Day Invasion.(AP Photo/Alastair Grant)
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[image: British Normandy campaign veteran George Chandler of the Royal Navy speaks to the media and poses in the 'Map Room' which shows the large diagram of the D-Day Invasion, at Southwick army base near Portsmouth, England, Monday, June 3, 2024. Chandler is part of a group of veterans travelling to France for the 80th anniversary commemoration of the D-Day Invasion.(AP Photo/Alastair Grant)]
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British Normandy campaign veteran George Chandler of the Royal Navy speaks to the media and poses in the 'Map Room' which shows the large diagram of the D-Day Invasion, at Southwick army base near Portsmouth, England, Monday, June 3, 2024. Chandler is part of a group of veterans travelling to France for the 80th anniversary commemoration of the D-Day Invasion.(AP Photo/Alastair Grant)
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[image: American WW II veteran Fred Taylor, right, and others hold roses during a wreath-laying ceremony at Utah Beach, Wednesday, June 5, 2024 at Utah Beach, Normandy,. World War II veterans from across the United States as well as Britain and Canada are in Normandy this week to mark 80 years since the D-Day landings that helped lead to Hitler's defeat. (AP Photo/Jeremias Gonzalez)]
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American WW II veteran Fred Taylor, right, and others hold roses during a wreath-laying ceremony at Utah Beach, Wednesday, June 5, 2024 at Utah Beach, Normandy,. World War II veterans from across the United States as well as Britain and Canada are in Normandy this week to mark 80 years since the D-Day landings that helped lead to Hitler's defeat. (AP Photo/Jeremias Gonzalez)
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                                        BENOUVILLE, France (AP) -- World War II veterans from the United States, Britain and Canada are in Normandy this week to mark 80 years since the D-Day landings that helped lead to Hitler's defeat. The Associated Press is speaking to veterans about their role in freeing Europe from the Nazis, and their messages for younger generations.
RICHARD "DICK" RUNG
D-Day veteran Dick Rung was 19 when he was assigned to a tank landing craft that landed on Omaha Beach on June 6, 1944. Now 99, the memory is still alive as he recounts time spent hosing down the deck of the blood of those killed.
"Two of the soldiers that got hit -- badly hit -- we couldn't save them but we covered them with blankets and the blankets soaked up their blood. Finally, the skipper said 'we can't leave it like this' so we got out the fire hose and we washed down the deck and the blood sort of disappeared," he recalled Wednesday.

    


"I was only a kid and most of the crew was too. I wasn't trained for this," he said. Rung's craft stayed in Normandy for almost 5 months transporting troops, supplies and vehicles from larger ships to shore. He then headed to the Pacific Theater where he spent the rest of World War II. Describing the brutality of war, Rung concluded: "I'm a peacemaker, I'm not going to do this again."




ANDY NEGRA
Andy Negra, 100, was born in Pennsylvania and was the first in his family to graduate from high school. He joined the U.S. Army in 1943 and landed on Utah Beach in Normandy on July 18, 1944, with his unit. At that point, he said, German forces were still only 20 miles (32 kilometers) away from the beach.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"You didn't think of dying. ... You knew what you had to do. And when the time comes, you did it. That's the way I looked at it," he said.
"What could you be scared of if you don't know what you're going to be scared of? That was my philosophy. ... So I was never scared. I had close calls, there was a lot of action. But until you entered into that action. Why be scared?"

    


Negra this week visited the Normandy American Cemetery of Colleville-sur-Mer and attended a series of D-Day celebrations with a group of about 50 U.S. veterans. The 80th anniversary "is the same as when I went through the towns during WWII," he said. People "were in the windows, in the doorways and they were on the streets. The difference is there were not as many people then as there are now."
Negra said he is still deeply moved by the warm French welcome in Normandy. "The celebration started when we liberated each town because they clapped and they've been clapping and saying nice things all the way from World War II, all the way until now," he said.

    
    80 YEARS SINCE THE D-DAY LANDINGS

	How the day unfolded: The Allied invasion of Nazi-occupied France was unprecedented in scale and audacity, using the largest-ever armada of ships, troops, planes and vehicles to change the course of World War II.
	AP was there: On D-Day, The Associated Press had reporters, artists and photographers in the air, on the choppy waters of the English Channel, in London, and at departure ports and airfields to cover the Allied assault in Normandy.
	Live: Follow AP's live coverage of memorials and vigils around the world, including a candle-lit vigil held at Bayeux War Cemetery, where 4,600 graves of World War II military victims will be illuminated. England's King Charles III and U.S. President Joe Biden are among those expected to attend.



    


MARIE SCOTT
On D-day, Marie Scott experienced British forces landing on the Normandy coast through her earphones. As a 17-year-old radio operator in the Women's Royal Naval Service, she relayed messages to the Normandy beaches and waited for the recipient to open his channel and reply.
"I heard everything," Scott, who will soon turn 98, said. "I could hear all the background noise, the machine gun fire, the bombs dropping, aircrafts, men shouting orders, men screaming. It was horrendous."

    


"But I had the job to do," she explained. "I had no time to be alarmed."
"When you heard that amount of firepower, you knew there had to be casualties ... It was an enormous price to pay. But the price we had to pay," she said.
Scott was awarded the Legion d'Honneur, France's highest order of merit, for her role on D-Day, in 2019.
"Women are very important even in war. They may not be part of the fighting element, but we were very, very small cogs in an enormous wheel. And without those cogs, the wheel doesn't work," she said.
On Tuesday, Scott attended a ceremony at Pegasus Bridge, one of the first sites liberated by Allied forces from Nazi Germany. She said it was important for her to be back for the commemorations, because "it evokes memories of a very special day for me, when I first realized the true horror of war, I suppose. I think, probably, I grew up on that day, so it's important to come back. Very emotional but important."

    


FRED TAYLOR
Standing this week on what, on D-Day, were the blood-soaked sands of Omaha Beach, World War II fighter pilot Fredric Taylor found himself thinking of a high school friend who was killed in a disastrous rehearsal for the June 6, 1944, Allied landings in Normandy, France, that helped change the war's course.
Taylor, clutching a single white daisy in his hands and staring out across the English Channel, which the Allied air, sea and land armada crossed on D-Day, said his classmate was killed in Operation Tiger. Those training exercises for the Normandy invasion were held on the southern coast of England from December 1943 to April 1944.
On April 28, 1944, German torpedo boats attacked U.S. landing ships taking part in the drills. The website of the National Museum of the U.S. Navy says the attack left 198 Navy sailors and 551 Army soldiers dead or missing.

    


The now 102-year-old Taylor was a P-51 Mustang fighter-pilot in WWII, shipping out to Italy in 1945 in the war's final months. Nazi Germany surrendered in May.
His visit to Omaha, as part of a WWII veterans group flown to Normandy by American Airlines for the 80th anniversary of D-Day, was the first time Taylor had set foot on Omaha Beach, the most heavily defended and deadliest of the five Allied landing areas.
"The first waves had it the worst, I think, and so many died. They were sitting ducks right here for the Germans," Taylor said. "I was pretty lucky. I was flying the P-51 fighter plane in Italy, so I was not here, but some of my friends were."
A "high school classmate of mine died in the preparation, Operation Tiger, and the rehearsal for D-Day," he added. "It means a lot to me to be here."
PAPA JAKE
"Thank you, guys. Thank you." Sitting in a wheelchair in front of the graves of fallen comrades at the Normandy American Cemetery, D-Day veteran Jake Larson wanted to let them know out loud that they are the real heroes for giving their lives for the liberation of France and Europe from Nazi Germany -- not him.
The 101-year-old American, best known on social media under the name "Papa Jake," with more than 800,000 followers on TikTok, Larson said "I'm a 'here-to.'
"People say what is a 'here-to'? I say I'm here to tell you I'm not a hero. It's those guys up there that gave their life so that I could make it through. That's what a 'here-to' is."
"How is it possible that I went through five battles, plus landing on Omaha Beach without getting a scratch?'' he asked. ''Say there is a God. God just protected me."
Born in Owatonna, Minnesota, Larson enlisted in the National Guard in 1938, lying about his age as he was only 15.
In 1941, his guard unit was transferred into federal service and he officially joined the Army. In January 1942, he was sent overseas and was stationed in Northern Ireland. He then became the operations sergeant and assembled the planning books for Operation Overlord.
He landed on Omaha Beach in 1944, where he ran under machine-gun fire and made it to the cliffs without being wounded.
"I'm lucky to be alive, more than lucky,'' said Larson, who now lives in Lafayette, California.
FLOYD BLAIR
Floyd Blair, 103, served as a fighter pilot in the Army Air Corps. On June 6, 1944, he flew in two support missions across Omaha Beach as the Allied invasion began.
"I saw one of the saddest things I've ever seen. The color of the water changed," he recalled Tuesday as he was paying tribute to fallen comrades at the American cemetery of Colleville-sur-Mer.
"Those poor guys on the ground deserve all the credit they can get. The paratroopers, the armored forces, the ground troops. They are the ones," he said.
After D-Day, Blair participated in missions to support and protect Allied troops. His targets included German tanks, troop trains and other threats to the advancing troops and his radio was tied directly into the U.S. tanks on the ground.
BOB GIBSON
"I'm living on borrowed time now," Bob Gibson, 100, said enthusiastically as he arrived at the Deauville airport in Normandy. "I want to see the beach again."
Gibson was drafted into the Army in 1943 and was sent to Britain. On June 6, 1944, he and his unit landed on Utah Beach in the second wave.
"Terrible. Some of the young fellows never ever made it to the beach. It was so bad that we had to run over (them) to get on the beach. That's how bad it was," he said.
Gibson drove an M4 tractor with guns, engaging the enemy day and night. He continued to serve through Normandy and headed to Germany.
"You wake up at night every once in a while too. It seems somebody's shooting at you. But we were glad to do it. That was our job, we had to do it, right?''
Gibson, of Hampton, New Jersey, pondered the time that's passed since then, and said this will probably be his last D-Day anniversary in Normandy. 
LES UNDERWOOD
Les Underwood, 98, a Royal Navy gunner on a merchant ship that was delivering ammunition to the beaches, kept firing to protect the vessel even as he saw soldiers drown under the weight of their equipment after leaving their landing craft.
"I've cried many a time ... sat on my own,'' Underwood said as he visited Southwick House, on the south coast of England, the Allied headquarters in the lead-up to the Battle of Normandy. The event Monday, sponsored by Britain's defense ministry, came before many of the veterans travel to France for international ceremonies commemorating D-Day.
"I used to get flashbacks. And in those days, there was no treatment. They just said, "Your service days are over. We don't need you no more.'''
BERNARD MORGAN
About 20 British veterans gathered on the deck of the Mont St. Michel ferry bound from England for northern France, as crowds gathered on the deck and along the shoreline to wave and cheer for them on their voyage to D-Day commemorations.
"It was more pleasant coming today than it was 80 years ago,'' chuckled Royal Air Force veteran Bernard Morgan, who worked in communications on D-Day.
___
Kirka reported from Portsmouth, England, and aboard the Mont St. Michel. Associated Press writer John Leicester on Omaha Beach contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/dday-veterans-anniversary-war-normandy-796b6ca453660a32e7925c1191205b81
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Hunter Biden's ex-wife and former girlfriend testify at trial about finding his drug paraphernalia

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Hunter Biden's ex-wife and a former girlfriend testified Wednesday in his gun trial about finding his crack pipes and other drug paraphernalia, and jurors saw photos of the president's son bare-chested in a bubble bath and heard about his visit to a strip club. (AP video: Tassanee Vejpongsa and Erik Verduzco)
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    [image: Hunter Biden arrives at federal court, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in Wilmington, Del. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)]
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[image: Hunter Biden, left, arrives at federal court with his wife, Melissa Cohen Biden, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in Wilmington, Del. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)]
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[image: First lady Jill Biden arrives at federal court, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in Wilmington, Del. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)]
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[image: First lady Jill Biden arrives at federal court, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in Wilmington, Del., with her sister Bonny Jacobs. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)]
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[image: Hunter Biden, left, arrives at federal court with his wife, Melissa Cohen Biden, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in Wilmington, Del. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)]
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    The latest: Follow the AP's live updates from Hunter Biden's criminal trial.


    



WILMINGTON, Del. (AP) -- Hunter Biden's ex-wife and a former girlfriend testified Wednesday in his gun trial about finding his crack pipes and other drug paraphernalia, and jurors saw photos of the president's son bare-chested in a bubble bath and heard about his visit to a strip club.

As the first lady sat in the front row, the courtroom grew quiet when Kathleen Buhle, who was married to Hunter for 20 years, walked in. She testified that she discovered her husband was using drugs when she found a crack pipe in an ashtray on their porch on July 3, 2015, a day after their anniversary. When she confronted him, "he acknowledged smoking crack," she said.

The trial, about whether he lied on a gun purchase form in 2018 when he said he wasn't using drugs, has quickly become a highly personal and detailed tour of the mistakes and drug use of Hunter Biden, whose struggles have been tabloid fodder for years and were used publicly by Republicans, including in their stalled impeachment effort against the president.

The proceedings are unfolding as the 2024 election looms, and allies worry about the toll it will take on President Joe Biden, who is deeply concerned about the health and sustained sobriety of his only living son. Prosecutors argue the photos, testimony and other evidence are necessary to show Hunter Biden's state of mind when he bought the gun.

    



Hunter Biden has been charged with three felonies stemming from the purchase in October 2018. He's accused of lying to a federally licensed gun dealer, making a false claim on the application by saying he was not a drug user and illegally having the gun for 11 days.

    



Jurors have seen the gun and the form at the center of the case, and they have heard from the former clerk who sold the weapon. The clerk, Gordon Cleveland, said he watched as Hunter Biden entered his name, address and other personal information on the form.





    



    
    What to know

	What is the trial about? Hunter Biden was charged with three felonies stemming from the purchase of a gun in October 2018.
	Key witnesses: Hunter Biden's ex-wife and a former girlfriend testified about finding his crack pipes and other drug paraphernalia.



    





    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


He said he was standing next to Hunter Biden when he began to answer a series of questions on the form with "yes or no" boxes to check. Hunter checked a box saying he was purchasing the gun for himself. Another question asked whether the buyer was "an unlawful user of or addicted to" marijuana, stimulants, narcotics or any other controlled substance.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    





    



"He wrote 'no'," Cleveland said. He also testified that Hunter did not ask any questions or express any confusion about the question. He paid $900 in cash, telling Cleveland to keep the change -- about $13.

    



Prosecutors have hammered the idea that Hunter Biden was a habitual user, unable to stay clean for long. Buhle testified that even before she found the drugs, she suspected he was using. He had been kicked out of the Navy after testing positive for cocaine.

"I was definitely worried, scared," she said. They have three children and divorced in 2016 after his infidelity and drug abuse became too much, according to her memoir, "If We Break," about the dissolution of their marriage.

    



Buhle, who was subpoenaed, was on the stand for a brief 20 minutes. She remained composed but seemed upset as she recounted how she searched his car about a dozen times for drugs, whenever the children were driving it.

"Did you ever see Hunter using drugs?" defense attorney Abbe Lowell asked Buhle.

    



    



"No," she replied.

Then prosecutor Leo Wise asked Buhle how she knew Hunter was using drugs.

"He told me," she said.

Prosecutors also called Zoe Kestan, who testified under immunity about meeting Hunter Biden in December 2017 at a strip club in New York where she worked. During a private session, he pulled out a pipe and began smoking what she assumed was crack.

    



"He was incredibly charming and charismatic and friendly, and I felt really safe around him," she said. "I remember after he had smoked it, nothing had changed. He was the same charming person."

    



Kestan detailed for jurors when she saw him use drugs, buy drugs, talk about drugs or possess drug paraphernalia. Prosecutors asked her where he stored his drugs and pipes, and she testified he kept them in pouches and other places, such as a sunglasses cases.

On cross-examination, Kestan acknowledged that she had no contact with him in October 2018, the period when he bought the gun.

Jurors were shown dozens of pages of Hunter Biden's memoir, "Beautiful Things," written in 2021 after he got sober. And they heard lengthy audio excerpts from the book, which traces his descent into addiction following the death of his brother, Beau Biden, in 2015 from cancer. The memoir covers the period he bought the gun, though it doesn't mention the weapon specifically.

Lowell has said Hunter Biden's state of mind was different when he wrote the book than when he purchased the gun, when he didn't believe he had an addiction. And he's suggested Hunter Biden might have felt he had a drinking problem at the time, not a drug problem. Alcohol abuse doesn't preclude a gun purchase.

The Delaware trial comes after the collapse of a plea deal with prosecutors that would have resolved the gun case and a separate California tax case. He's now facing a separate trial in September on charges of failing to pay $1.4 million in taxes.

Hunter Biden has since pleaded not guilty and has said he's being unfairly targeted by the Justice Department, after Republicans slammed the now-defunct plea agreement as a sweetheart deal for the Democratic president's son.

In Congress, Republicans have for months pursued an impeachment inquiry seeking to tie President Biden to his son's business dealings. So far, GOP lawmakers have failed to uncover evidence directly implicating President Biden in any wrongdoing. But on Wednesday, House Republicans accused Hunter and the president's brother James Biden of making false statements to Congress as part of the inquiry.

At his criminal trial, Hunter Biden's personal messages have been shown as evidence, including some that came from a laptop he left at a Delaware repair shop and never retrieved. In 2020, the contents made their way to Republicans and were publicly leaked, revealing some highly personal messages about his work and his life -- some that appeared in congressional hearings. He has since sued over the leaked information.

Jurors are also expected to hear from James Biden, who is close with Hunter and helped his nephew through rehab stints in the past. They will also get details on how Beau Biden's widow, Hallie Biden, became addicted to crack during a brief relationship with Hunter after her husband's death.

Hallie took the gun from Hunter and tossed it into the garbage at a nearby market, afraid of what he might do with it. The weapon was later found by someone collecting cans and eventually turned over to police.

First lady Jill Biden went to court for the third consecutive day to support Hunter, ahead of her trip to France to meet President Joe Biden, who was in Europe to mark the anniversary of D-Day.

If convicted, Hunter Biden faces up to 25 years in prison, though first-time offenders do not get anywhere near the maximum, and it's unclear whether the judge would give him time behind bars.

The trial is unfolding shortly after Donald Trump, the presumptive Republican presidential nominee, was convicted of 34 felonies in New York City. The two criminal cases are unrelated, but their proximity underscores how the courts have taken center stage during the 2024 campaign.

___

Long reported from Washington. Associated Press Writer Farnoush Amiri contributed to this report. 

___

Follow the AP's coverage of Hunter Biden at https://apnews.com/hub/hunter-biden.
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Pro athletes understand gambling on their games is a non-negotiable no-no. Some learned the hard way
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    [image: FILE - Pittsburgh Pirates shortstop Tucupita Marcano takes a throw down to second base during the fifth inning of a baseball game against the Arizona Diamondbacks, July 7, 2023, in Phoenix. Major League Baseball has permanently banned Marcano, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, for betting on baseball and suspended the four other players for one year after finding the players placed unrelated bets with a legal sportsbook. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, File)]
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[image: FILE - Toronto Raptors forward Jontay Porter during the first half of the team's NBA basketball game against the Chicago Bulls, Jan. 18, 2024, in Toronto. A New York man, Long Phi Pham, was charged Tuesday, June 4, 2024, in a sports betting scandal that spurred the NBA to ban Porter for life, with the charges marking the first known criminal fallout from the alleged scheme. (Christopher Katsarov/The Canadian Press via AP, File)]
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[image: Dallas Mavericks forward Tim Hardaway Jr. shoots against the Oklahoma City Thunder during the first half in Game 2 of an NBA basketball second-round playoff series, Thursday, May 9, 2024, in Oklahoma City. (AP Photo/Kyle Phillips)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 4 | Dallas Mavericks forward Tim Hardaway Jr. shoots against the Oklahoma City Thunder during the first half in Game 2 of an NBA basketball second-round playoff series, Thursday, May 9, 2024, in Oklahoma City. (AP Photo/Kyle Phillips)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        Pro athletes understand gambling on their games is a non-negotiable no-no. Some learned the hard way

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Pittsburgh Pirates shortstop Tucupita Marcano takes a throw down to second base during the fifth inning of a baseball game against the Arizona Diamondbacks, July 7, 2023, in Phoenix. Major League Baseball has permanently banned Marcano, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, for betting on baseball and suspended the four other players for one year after finding the players placed unrelated bets with a legal sportsbook. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 4 | FILE - Pittsburgh Pirates shortstop Tucupita Marcano takes a throw down to second base during the fifth inning of a baseball game against the Arizona Diamondbacks, July 7, 2023, in Phoenix. Major League Baseball has permanently banned Marcano, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, for betting on baseball and suspended the four other players for one year after finding the players placed unrelated bets with a legal sportsbook. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 4
FILE - Pittsburgh Pirates shortstop Tucupita Marcano takes a throw down to second base during the fifth inning of a baseball game against the Arizona Diamondbacks, July 7, 2023, in Phoenix. Major League Baseball has permanently banned Marcano, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, for betting on baseball and suspended the four other players for one year after finding the players placed unrelated bets with a legal sportsbook. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - This combination of 2024 file photo shows baseball players, from left, Tucupita Marcano, Jay Groome, Michael Kelly, Jose Rodriguez and Andrew Saalfrank. Major League Baseball has permanently banned Marcano Tuesday, June 4, 2024, for betting on baseball and suspended the four other players for one year after finding the players placed unrelated bets with a legal sportsbook. None of the players punished played in any games on which they wagered, and all players denied to MLB they had inside information relevant to their bets or the games they bet on - testimonies that MLB says align with the data received from the sportsbook. (AP Photo/File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 4 | FILE - This combination of 2024 file photo shows baseball players, from left, Tucupita Marcano, Jay Groome, Michael Kelly, Jose Rodriguez and Andrew Saalfrank. Major League Baseball has permanently banned Marcano Tuesday, June 4, 2024, for betting on baseball and suspended the four other players for one year after finding the players placed unrelated bets with a legal sportsbook. None of the players punished played in any games on which they wagered, and all players denied to MLB they had inside information relevant to their bets or the games they bet on - testimonies that MLB says align with the data received from the sportsbook. (AP Photo/File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 4
FILE - This combination of 2024 file photo shows baseball players, from left, Tucupita Marcano, Jay Groome, Michael Kelly, Jose Rodriguez and Andrew Saalfrank. Major League Baseball has permanently banned Marcano Tuesday, June 4, 2024, for betting on baseball and suspended the four other players for one year after finding the players placed unrelated bets with a legal sportsbook. None of the players punished played in any games on which they wagered, and all players denied to MLB they had inside information relevant to their bets or the games they bet on - testimonies that MLB says align with the data received from the sportsbook. (AP Photo/File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Toronto Raptors forward Jontay Porter during the first half of the team's NBA basketball game against the Chicago Bulls, Jan. 18, 2024, in Toronto. A New York man, Long Phi Pham, was charged Tuesday, June 4, 2024, in a sports betting scandal that spurred the NBA to ban Porter for life, with the charges marking the first known criminal fallout from the alleged scheme. (Christopher Katsarov/The Canadian Press via AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 4 | FILE - Toronto Raptors forward Jontay Porter during the first half of the team's NBA basketball game against the Chicago Bulls, Jan. 18, 2024, in Toronto. A New York man, Long Phi Pham, was charged Tuesday, June 4, 2024, in a sports betting scandal that spurred the NBA to ban Porter for life, with the charges marking the first known criminal fallout from the alleged scheme. (Christopher Katsarov/The Canadian Press via AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 4
FILE - Toronto Raptors forward Jontay Porter during the first half of the team's NBA basketball game against the Chicago Bulls, Jan. 18, 2024, in Toronto. A New York man, Long Phi Pham, was charged Tuesday, June 4, 2024, in a sports betting scandal that spurred the NBA to ban Porter for life, with the charges marking the first known criminal fallout from the alleged scheme. (Christopher Katsarov/The Canadian Press via AP, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Dallas Mavericks forward Tim Hardaway Jr. shoots against the Oklahoma City Thunder during the first half in Game 2 of an NBA basketball second-round playoff series, Thursday, May 9, 2024, in Oklahoma City. (AP Photo/Kyle Phillips)]
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                                        BOSTON (AP) -- Professional athletes get the lecture at the start of every season, and see the warnings any time they walk into their locker room or clubhouse: If you gamble on your games, the consequences are severe.
And, every once in a while, there is a more personal reminder.
When Major League Baseball banned San Diego Padres infielder Tucupita Marcano for life -- following the NBA's permanent exile of Toronto Raptors forward Jontay Porter in April -- it reinforced the message that the talk about gambling isn't just talk.
"What you do in the dark will come to light, I guess," Pirates outfielder Andrew McCutchen said this week after Marcano, his former teammate, was banished. "And you've got to deal with the consequences of poor choices."
A 24-year-old Venezuelan with 149 games of major league experience, Marcano was the first active baseball player in a century banned for life for gambling. MLB said he placed hundreds of bets totaling more than $150,000 on baseball in 2022 and 2023 -- including wagers on the Pirates while he was on Pittsburgh's big league injured list.

    


"I don't know if it's anywhere closer to home than here, because a lot of these guys were his teammates," Pirates manager Derek Shelton said. "We're talking about a 24-year-old kid that's been banned for life. I think that'll resonate extremely hard in our clubhouse."




Baseball dodged an even bigger scandal when two-way Japanese star Shohei Ohtani was found to be blameless in connection with the millions of dollars in bets placed by his former interpreter. Ippei Mizuhara admitted stealing nearly $17 million from the unsuspecting athlete's bank account to fund his gambling addiction; he pleaded guilty to bank and tax fraud on Wednesday -- the same day MLB banned Marcano and suspended four other players, who bet on major league games while in the minors, for one year.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Porter, who played 37 career NBA games for Memphis and Toronto over the last four seasons, went even further - sharing inside information with bettors and taking himself out of games early to help deliver the under on prop bets.

    


Other players said they should have known they were gambling with their careers.
"The rules are very clear, and everybody knows what not to do," Dallas Mavericks swingman Tim Hardaway Jr. said Wednesday at media day before the opener of the NBA Finals. "We have countless, countless meetings in the summer and during preseason and throughout the season."
Gambling has long been a scourge of professional sports, at least since the 1919 Chicago White Sox threw the World Series and brought to the forefront the risk of players giving less than their full effort. For decades after, any connection with gambling was forbidden.
"The reason is simple: We have to protect the integrity of this game," said Torey Lovullo, who managed one of the suspended players, pitcher Andrew Saalfrank, for parts of this season and last. 
But leagues more recently opened their minds -- and wallets -- to some forms of gambling, once they realized they could get a piece of the action. What started with an acceptance of fantasy sports became a widespread embrace of full-on sports gambling since 2018, when the U.S. Supreme Court cleared the way for it in most states.

    


Still, gambling on one's own sport remains a no-no.
The fear is that players -- especially those at the lower end of the salary scale -- could be swayed by gamblers offering them a cut if they shave a few points or make a timely error or pull themselves out of a game before a milestone is hit, as Porter did. (Porter made $1.9 million in 2021-22 but was earning around $400,000 on a two-way contract this season.) 
"I'd like to think there's too much integrity within our fraternity to do that, but honestly I know money can sway a lot of people. I hope that's not the case at all," Detroit Tigers player representative Casey Mize said Wednesday. "And, yes, the fact that it's taken three or four years for this to come out is, you can't help but think maybe there will be more the past few years."

    


Baseball Rule 21 -- many players and managers can cite it by number -- says: "Any player, umpire, or Club or League official or employee, who shall bet any sum whatsoever upon any baseball game in connection with which the bettor has a duty to perform, shall be declared permanently ineligible." It's posted in every clubhouse in English and Spanish.
Shelton called it the "one non-negotiable rule we have in our sport. ... The gold standard."
"They just make it so clear that 'Fine, go bet on the other things, but don't bet on your sport,'" Mets outfielder and union representative Brandon Nimmo said before New York's game against the Nationals on Wednesday. "For me, it's such a clear-cut line that you know you are doing wrong when you are doing it."
As Nimmo spoke, the 4,000 square-foot BetMGM Sportsbook in the left field concourse was efficiently separating fans from their money. A BetMGM sign just to the right of the batter's eye in center field reminded those in the stands that their next bet was no farther away than their smartphone.

    


"But also just because they are selling beers here doesn't mean I want to have a beer before the game," Nimmo said. "There are things that we have to abstain from that are available at the park."
No matter what rules and safeguards are in place, Nimmo said, someone will try to find a way around them. 
But not him. 
"I am just not that greedy," he said. "For me, the juice isn't worth the squeeze."
___
AP Sports Writer John Marshall in Phoenix and AP freelancers Byron Kerr in Washington and John Perrotto in Pittsburgh contributed to this story.
___
AP Sports: https://apnews.com/sports
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Pro-Palestinian demonstrators arrested at Stanford University after occupying president's office

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Police arrested 13 people at Stanford University after pro-Palestinian demonstrators occupied the school president and provost's offices, causing what officials described as "extensive" vandalism inside and outside the building. (AP Video: Terry Chea)
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            Reaction on Stanford campus after arrests of pro-Palestinian demonstrators

        
        
            Police arrested 13 people at Stanford University after pro-Palestinian demonstrators occupied the school president and provost's offices, causing what officials described as "extensive" vandalism inside and outside the building. (AP Video: Terry Chea)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Reaction on Stanford campus after arrests of pro-Palestinian demonstrators
Police arrested 13 people at Stanford University after pro-Palestinian demonstrators occupied the school president and provost's offices, causing what officials described as "extensive" vandalism inside and outside the building. (AP Video: Terry Chea)
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            Pro-Palestinian demonstrators arrested after occupying Stanford University president's office

        
        
            Stanford University says 13 people were arrested when law enforcement removed pro-Palestinian demonstrators who occupied a building that houses the university president and provost offices.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Pro-Palestinian demonstrators arrested after occupying Stanford University president's office
Stanford University says 13 people were arrested when law enforcement removed pro-Palestinian demonstrators who occupied a building that houses the university president and provost offices.
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[image: Graffiti is painted on the wall near the office of the President at Stanford University in Palo Alto, Calif., Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Stanford University said people were arrested as law enforcement removed pro-Palestinian demonstrators who occupied a campus building early Wednesday that houses the university president and provost offices, with the school saying there was damage inside and outside the building.(AP Photo/Nic Coury)]
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[image: Campus maintenance workers repair a broken door at the office of the president at Stanford University in Palo Alto, Calif., Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Stanford University said people were arrested as law enforcement removed pro-Palestinian demonstrators who occupied a campus building early Wednesday that houses the university president and provost offices, with the school saying there was damage inside and outside the building. (AP Photo/Nic Coury)]
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[image: An official looks at damage around a door leading to university president Richard Saller's office at Stanford University in Palo Alto, Calif., Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Nic Coury)]
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                                        STANFORD, Calif. (AP) -- Police arrested 13 people at Stanford University after pro-Palestinian demonstrators occupied the school president and provost's offices early Wednesday, causing what officials described as "extensive" vandalism inside and outside the building.
The takeover began around dawn on the last day of spring classes at the university in California's Silicon Valley, and ended three hours later. Some protesters barricaded themselves inside the building while others linked arms outside, The Stanford Daily reported. The group chanted "Palestine will be free, we will free Palestine." 
Demonstrators cheered in support of those being arrested as the detainees were escorted out of the building and loaded into law enforcement vehicles. 
The student newspaper said one of its reporters was among those detained. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Pro-Palestinian demonstrators arrested at Stanford University after occupying president's office
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Ed Donahue reports more arrests on campus of Palestinian supporters.

    

Protest camps have sprung up on university campuses across the U.S. and in Europe as students demand their universities stop doing business with Israel or companies that support its war efforts. 

    


Organizers seek to amplify calls to end Israel's war against Hamas in Gaza, which they describe as a genocide against the Palestinians. The top United Nations court has concluded there is a "plausible risk of genocide" in Gaza -- a charge Israel strongly denies.




Stanford students who participated in Wednesday's protest would be immediately suspended, and any seniors would not be allowed to graduate, university President Richard Saller and Provost Jenny Martinez said in a joint statement. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

They said the university also removed a student encampment of Palestinian supporters on Wednesday, which had been set up on campus on April 25, citing public safety concerns and violations of school policies.
"The situation on campus has now crossed the line from peaceful protest to actions that threaten the safety of our community," they said, adding that demonstrators had recently tried to occupy a different building. 

    


One law enforcement officer was lightly injured when he was shoved by protesters interfering with a transport vehicle, university spokesperson Dee Mostofi wrote in an email to The Associated Press. Other campus activities were not affected, she said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

In addition to the damage indoors, the president and provost said there was extensive graffiti on the sandstone buildings and columns of the Main Quad. Video posted on social media showed police busting in a door. Other photos showed an office desk splattered with a red liquid. 
An AP journalist on campus saw walls spray-painted political slogans calling for the destruction of the U.S. and Israel, as well as killing police.
"This graffiti conveys vile and hateful sentiments that we condemn in the strongest terms," the president and provost said, adding that it remains unclear who graffitied the university.
Sarah Lebaron, a Stanford physics student, said she didn't think Wednesday's demonstration and graffiti were an effective way to protest the war in Gaza or question university endowments.
"I think the goal is to have Stanford divest from Israel. That is their stated goal. But I don't see how these actions necessarily lead to that goal," Lebaron said. 

    


Columbia University, which was rocked by campus protests earlier this spring, agreed to take additional steps to make students feel secure on campus under a settlement reached with a Jewish student Tuesday. 
The AP has recorded at least 86 incidents since April 18 where arrests were made at campus protests across the U.S. More than 3,130 people have been arrested on the campuses of 65 colleges and universities. The figures are based on AP reporting and statements from universities and law enforcement agencies.
Israel faces growing international criticism for its strategy of systematic destruction in Gaza, at a huge cost in civilian lives. Israeli bombardments and ground offensives in the besieged territory have killed more than 36,000 Palestinians, according to Gaza's Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between combatants and civilians.
___
Rodriguez reported from San Francisco. AP journalists John Antczak in Los Angeles and Christopher L. Keller in Albuquerque, New Mexico, contributed to this report. 
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Climate records keep getting shattered. Here is what you need to know

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - A man pours water on his face to cool off on a hot summer day in Guwahati, India, Saturday, May 25, 2024. Month after month, global temperatures are setting new records. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath, File)]
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[image: FILE - Margaret Cantu waits in the heat for food and water from volunteers Saturday, May 18, 2024, at Sam Houston Math, Science and Technology Center in Houston. (Jon Shapley/Houston Chronicle via AP)/Houston Chronicle via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - A person cools off in a mister along the Las Vegas Strip, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, in Las Vegas. Month after month, global temperatures are setting new records. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)]
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[image: FILE - Passersby stand in a queue to receive a cup of cold drink distributed by an organization as a heat wave grips the Indian capital New Delhi, India, May 30, 2024. Month after month, global temperatures are setting new records. (AP Photo/Manish Swarup, File)]
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[image: FILE - Las Vegas Raiders defensive end Tyree Wilson (9) sweats as he warms up during NFL football practice, June 4, 2024, in Henderson, Nev. Month after month, global temperatures are setting new records. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)]
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[image: FILE - A man and woman use a cloth over their heads to protect themselves from the sun in Manila, Philippines on April 29, 2024. Month after month, global temperatures are setting new records. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila, File)]
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[image: FILE - A Pakistani youth cools off under a hand pump at the sunset during hot weather in Lahore, Pakistan, May 28, 2024. Month after month, global temperatures are setting new records. (AP Photo/K.M. Chaudary, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Month after month, global temperatures are setting new records. Meanwhile, scientists and climate policymakers warn of the growing likelihood that the planet will soon exceed the warming target set at the landmark Paris 2015 climate talks.

Making sense of the run of climate extremes may be challenging for some. Here's a look at what scientists are saying.

    
        
            
                

            

        

    


WHAT CLIMATE RECORDS HAVE BEEN BROKEN RECENTLY?

The European Union's climate-watching agency Copernicus declared last month that it was the hottest May on record, marking the 12th straight monthly record high. Separately, the World Meteorological Organization estimated that there's almost a one-in-two chance that average global temperatures from 2024 to 2028 will surpass the hoped-for warming limit of 1.5 degrees Celsius (2.7 Fahrenheit) since pre-industrial times that was agreed in the Paris talks.

And one more: Earth warmed at a slightly faster rate in 2023 than 2022, a group of 57 scientists determined in a report in the journal Earth System Science Data. 

ARE CLIMATE SCIENTISTS SURPRISED?

    



Not really. Many climate scientists say warming trends are following what they have studied and predicted based on the buildup of carbon dioxide from rising fossil fuel use.





In 2023, the levels of those heat-trapping gases in the atmosphere reached historic highs, according to the U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. Carbon dioxide, in particular, which is the most abundant and important of the greenhouse gases produced by human activity, rose in 2023 by the third-highest amount in 65 years of recordkeeping, NOAA said.

WHAT DO THE SHATTERED RECORDS MEAN FOR HUMANS?

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


More suffering. Human-induced climate change has brought wild weather swings, increasingly unpredictable storms and heat waves that stay over a particular area for longer periods of time. 

An Asian heat wave this spring forced schools to close in the Philippines, killed people in Thailand and set records there and in Indonesia, Malaysia, the Maldives and Myanmar. Weeks of heat waves across parts of India last month also closed schools and killed people. 

    



Life won't end if temperatures exceed the 1.5-degree limit, but things will get worse, scientists say. Previous U.N. studies show massive changes to Earth's ecosystem are more likely to begin between 1.5 and 2 degrees Celsius of warming, including eventual loss of the planet's coral reefs, Arctic sea ice, some species of plants and animals -- along with even worse extreme weather events that kill people and damage infrastructure.

"The Paris threshold is not a magic number. Reaching that level of warming over a multiyear average will not cause a noticeable uptick in the impacts we're already witnessing," said Jennifer Francis, a scientist at the Woodwell Climate Research Center in Massachusetts. 

WHAT CAN BE DONE?

Climate scientists are steadfast that fossil fuel use must be phased out to stave off the worst consequences of climate change. The burning of fossil fuels -- oil, gas and coal -- is the main contributor to global warming caused by human activity. 

"Until greenhouse gas concentrations level off, we will keep breaking temperature records, along with increasingly frequent and intense extreme weather events," said Francis. 

    



Renewable energy has been growing fast, but needs to grow faster still. Efficiencies are being studied, developed and rolled out all across the economy -- in the ways we heat houses and buildings, for example, cook our food and make cement -- but scientists say the need to adapt is urgent.

___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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Mirra Andreeva reaches the French Open semifinals at age 17, and will face Jasmine Paolini, 28
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    [image: Russia's Mirra Andreeva celebrates winning her quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament against Aryna Sabalenka of Belarus at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)]
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[image: Aryna Sabalenka of Belarus reacts after missing a shot against Russia's Mirra Andreeva during their quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 21 | Aryna Sabalenka of Belarus reacts after missing a shot against Russia's Mirra Andreeva during their quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Italy's Jasmine Paolini celebrates as she won the quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament against Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)]
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[image: Italy's Jasmine Paolini celebrates as she won the quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament against Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 21 | Italy's Jasmine Paolini celebrates as she won the quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament against Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)
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[image: Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina, right, and Italy's Jasmine Paolini change sides during their quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 21 | Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina, right, and Italy's Jasmine Paolini change sides during their quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)
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[image: Germany's Alexander Zverev eyes the ball as he plays a shot against Australia's Alex De Minaur during their quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Jean-Francois Badias)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 21 | Germany's Alexander Zverev eyes the ball as he plays a shot against Australia's Alex De Minaur during their quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Jean-Francois Badias)
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[image: Australia's Alex De Minaur plays a shot against Germany's Alexander Zverev during their quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Jean-Francois Badias)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 21 | Australia's Alex De Minaur plays a shot against Germany's Alexander Zverev during their quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Jean-Francois Badias)
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[image: Italy's Jasmine Paolini celebrates during her quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament against Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 21 | Italy's Jasmine Paolini celebrates during her quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament against Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)
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[image: Italy's Jasmine Paolini reacts during her quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament against Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 21 | Italy's Jasmine Paolini reacts during her quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament against Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)
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[image: Italy's Jasmine Paolini plays a shot against Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina during their quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 21 | Italy's Jasmine Paolini plays a shot against Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina during their quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)
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[image: Spectators watch the quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament between Italy's Jasmine Paolini and Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 21 | Spectators watch the quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament between Italy's Jasmine Paolini and Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)
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[image: Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina reacts during her quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament against Italy's Jasmine Paolini at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 21 | Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina reacts during her quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament against Italy's Jasmine Paolini at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)
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[image: Italy's Jasmine Paolini plays a shot against Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina during their quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 21 | Italy's Jasmine Paolini plays a shot against Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina during their quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)
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[image: Italy's Jasmine Paolini reacts during her quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament against Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 21 | Italy's Jasmine Paolini reacts during her quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament against Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)
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[image: Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina serves against against Italy's Jasmine Paolini during their quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 21 | Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina serves against against Italy's Jasmine Paolini during their quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)
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[image: A view of the center court Philippe Chatrier during the quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament between Italy's Jasmine Paolini and Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 21 | A view of the center court Philippe Chatrier during the quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament between Italy's Jasmine Paolini and Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)
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[image: Russia's Mirra Andreeva plays a shot against Aryna Sabalenka of Belarus during their quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 21 | Russia's Mirra Andreeva plays a shot against Aryna Sabalenka of Belarus during their quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)
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[image: Aryna Sabalenka of Belarus reacts after missing a shot against Russia's Mirra Andreeva during their quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 21 | Aryna Sabalenka of Belarus reacts after missing a shot against Russia's Mirra Andreeva during their quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)
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[image: Russia's Mirra Andreeva, right, celebrates winning her quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament against Aryna Sabalenka of Belarus, left, at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Jean-Francois Badias)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            19 of 21 | Russia's Mirra Andreeva, right, celebrates winning her quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament against Aryna Sabalenka of Belarus, left, at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Jean-Francois Badias)
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[image: Russia's Mirra Andreeva celebrates winning her quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament against Aryna Sabalenka of Belarus at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Jean-Francois Badias)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            20 of 21 | Russia's Mirra Andreeva celebrates winning her quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament against Aryna Sabalenka of Belarus at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Jean-Francois Badias)
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[image: Russia's Mirra Andreeva celebrates winning her quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament against Aryna Sabalenka of Belarus at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            21 of 21 | Russia's Mirra Andreeva celebrates winning her quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament against Aryna Sabalenka of Belarus at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)
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    [image: Russia's Mirra Andreeva celebrates winning her quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament against Aryna Sabalenka of Belarus at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 21 | Russia's Mirra Andreeva celebrates winning her quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament against Aryna Sabalenka of Belarus at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)
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Russia's Mirra Andreeva celebrates winning her quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament against Aryna Sabalenka of Belarus at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)
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[image: Aryna Sabalenka of Belarus reacts after missing a shot against Russia's Mirra Andreeva during their quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 21 | Aryna Sabalenka of Belarus reacts after missing a shot against Russia's Mirra Andreeva during their quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)
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Aryna Sabalenka of Belarus reacts after missing a shot against Russia's Mirra Andreeva during their quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)
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[image: Italy's Jasmine Paolini celebrates as she won the quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament against Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 21 | Italy's Jasmine Paolini celebrates as she won the quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament against Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)
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Italy's Jasmine Paolini celebrates as she won the quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament against Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)
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[image: Italy's Jasmine Paolini celebrates as she won the quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament against Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 21 | Italy's Jasmine Paolini celebrates as she won the quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament against Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 21
Italy's Jasmine Paolini celebrates as she won the quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament against Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)
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[image: Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina, right, and Italy's Jasmine Paolini change sides during their quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 21 | Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina, right, and Italy's Jasmine Paolini change sides during their quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)
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Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina, right, and Italy's Jasmine Paolini change sides during their quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)
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[image: Germany's Alexander Zverev eyes the ball as he plays a shot against Australia's Alex De Minaur during their quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Jean-Francois Badias)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 21 | Germany's Alexander Zverev eyes the ball as he plays a shot against Australia's Alex De Minaur during their quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Jean-Francois Badias)
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Germany's Alexander Zverev eyes the ball as he plays a shot against Australia's Alex De Minaur during their quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Jean-Francois Badias)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Australia's Alex De Minaur plays a shot against Germany's Alexander Zverev during their quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Jean-Francois Badias)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 21 | Australia's Alex De Minaur plays a shot against Germany's Alexander Zverev during their quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Jean-Francois Badias)
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Australia's Alex De Minaur plays a shot against Germany's Alexander Zverev during their quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Jean-Francois Badias)
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[image: Italy's Jasmine Paolini celebrates during her quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament against Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 21 | Italy's Jasmine Paolini celebrates during her quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament against Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)
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Italy's Jasmine Paolini celebrates during her quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament against Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)
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[image: Italy's Jasmine Paolini reacts during her quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament against Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 21 | Italy's Jasmine Paolini reacts during her quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament against Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)
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Italy's Jasmine Paolini reacts during her quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament against Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)
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[image: Italy's Jasmine Paolini plays a shot against Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina during their quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 21 | Italy's Jasmine Paolini plays a shot against Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina during their quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)
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Italy's Jasmine Paolini plays a shot against Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina during their quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)
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[image: Spectators watch the quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament between Italy's Jasmine Paolini and Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 21 | Spectators watch the quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament between Italy's Jasmine Paolini and Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)
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Spectators watch the quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament between Italy's Jasmine Paolini and Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)
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[image: Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina reacts during her quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament against Italy's Jasmine Paolini at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 21 | Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina reacts during her quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament against Italy's Jasmine Paolini at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)
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[image: Italy's Jasmine Paolini plays a shot against Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina during their quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)]
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    13 of 21
Italy's Jasmine Paolini plays a shot against Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina during their quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)
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[image: Italy's Jasmine Paolini reacts during her quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament against Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)]
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[image: Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina serves against against Italy's Jasmine Paolini during their quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)]
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Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina serves against against Italy's Jasmine Paolini during their quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)
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[image: A view of the center court Philippe Chatrier during the quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament between Italy's Jasmine Paolini and Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)]
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[image: Russia's Mirra Andreeva plays a shot against Aryna Sabalenka of Belarus during their quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)]
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[image: Aryna Sabalenka of Belarus reacts after missing a shot against Russia's Mirra Andreeva during their quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 21 | Aryna Sabalenka of Belarus reacts after missing a shot against Russia's Mirra Andreeva during their quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)
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Aryna Sabalenka of Belarus reacts after missing a shot against Russia's Mirra Andreeva during their quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)
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[image: Russia's Mirra Andreeva, right, celebrates winning her quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament against Aryna Sabalenka of Belarus, left, at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Jean-Francois Badias)]
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Russia's Mirra Andreeva, right, celebrates winning her quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament against Aryna Sabalenka of Belarus, left, at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Jean-Francois Badias)
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[image: Russia's Mirra Andreeva celebrates winning her quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament against Aryna Sabalenka of Belarus at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Jean-Francois Badias)]
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[image: Russia's Mirra Andreeva celebrates winning her quarterfinal match of the French Open tennis tournament against Aryna Sabalenka of Belarus at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)]
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- With the insouciance of a 17-year-old having the time of her life in Paris, Mirra Andreeva says she and her coach work out a game plan before a tennis match -- and then she forgets all about that, preferring to just wing it.
Seems to be working out fine so far: The unseeded Russian is the youngest Grand Slam semifinalist in more than a quarter-century.
Playing in only her sixth major tournament, Andreeva got past an ill No. 2 seed Aryna Sabalenka 6-7 (5), 6-4, 6-4 at the French Open on Wednesday. Next, on Thursday, Andreeva goes up against another surprising player: No. 12 Jasmine Paolini, a 28-year-old Italian who reached her first major semifinal by defeating No. 4 Elena Rybakina 6-2, 4-6, 6-4.
"I always play the way I want to play. We have a plan with my coach for the match, but after, I forget everything, and when I play a match, I don't have any thoughts in my head," said the 38th-ranked Andreeva, who is based in Cannes and coached by 1994 Wimbledon champion Conchita Martinez. "So maybe I would say that my strength could be that I just play how I want to play and I do whatever I want to do."

    


Words many the parent of a teenager probably has heard at home.




The other matchup Thursday will be No. 1 Iga Swiatek against No. 3 Coco Gauff. Swiatek is seeking her fifth Grand Slam title and fourth in Paris; Gauff won the U.S. Open last September and was the runner-up to Swiatek at Roland Garros in 2022. They both won singles quarterfinals on Tuesday.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Gauff, with Katerina Siniakova, and Paolini, with Sara Errani, also are into the semifinals in doubles; Andreeva withdrew from that event before her quarterfinal scheduled for Wednesday.
Andreeva's success at her age is not unprecedented. But it's been a while.
She is the youngest Grand Slam semifinalist since Martina Hingis at age 16 in 1997. You need to go even farther back to find a younger player who eliminated a woman ranked No. 1 or 2 at Roland Garros: 1990, when Monica Seles -- like Hingis, now a member of the International Tennis Hall of Fame -- was 16 when she beat Steffi Graf in the final.

    


"I would say that I am almost like a normal teenager, because I still have to do my school that I don't like to do. I watch a lot of TV series in my spare time. I watch Netflix. I sometimes spend too much time on my Instagram," Andreeva said. "But maybe what makes me a little different is that, I don't know if I can say that I'm mature, but I feel myself a mature person, and I feel that I know what I'm doing."
So even if she and Martinez go over strategy ahead of time, those tactics are not necessarily implemented.
According to Andreeva, she figures things out from shot to shot.
"I decide: 'Well, what should I do? Should I go down the line or should I do cross? Should I do a drop shot. Should I do a lob?'" said Andreeva, whose sister, 19-year-old Erika, lost to Sabalenka in the first round last week. "That's sometimes not really good, because I have a lot of decisions in my mind."
She has yet to win a tour-level title of any sort and is competing in only her fifth Slam tournament.

    


Sabalenka, meanwhile, is a two-time champion at the Australian Open, including in January, and had won the first 23 Grand Slam sets she played in 2024 until dropping two in a row against Andreeva. Dealing with a stomach illness, Sabalenka was visited multiple times by a trainer and doctor and often clutched at her midsection.
There were plenty of momentum shifts, and the outcome felt in doubt until the very last game, when Andreeva broke with a beautiful lob that Sabalenka didn't even move to try to get to.
"If we look back," Andreeva said later, "I wouldn't expect myself (in the) semifinals."
Had Sabalenka and Rybakina won, this would have been only the second time in the professional era, which began in 1968, that the women seeded 1-4 all advanced to the semifinals in Paris. The other was way back in 1992.
But Paolini and Andreeva prevented that.
With Jannik Sinner into the men's semifinals, it is the first time an Italian woman and Italian man both have appeared in the final four at the same Grand Slam tournament in the same year. It's quite a moment for their country in tennis: On Monday, Sinner will become the first man to be No. 1 in the ATP rankings.

    


The men's semifinals are Friday, when Sinner will play Carlos Alcaraz, and Alexander Zverev will take on Casper Ruud. Zverev reached the final four in Paris for the fourth consecutive year, beating Alex de Minaur 6-4, 7-6 (5), 6-4 at night.
Paolini exited in the first or second round in each of her first 16 Grand Slam appearances before making it to the fourth round of the Australian Open. Now she's made it two steps beyond that.
For Paolini, Thursday is a chance for a rematch against Andreeva, who is more than a decade younger but won their meeting last month at the Madrid Open on clay.
"She's so young but she's so, so good mentally. And she can defend very well. She can serve well," Paolini said. "It's going to be a tough match, but we are in the semifinals, so there is no chance to get easy matches."
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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Speaker Johnson appoints two Trump allies to a committee that handles classified intelligence

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., and other Republican leaders meet with reporters to condemn former President Donald Trump's guilty conviction in a New York court last week, at the Capitol in Washington, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. Johnson also called President Joe Biden the worst president in American history. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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            By 
            STEPHEN GROVES

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- House Speaker Mike Johnson on Wednesday appointed two far-right Republicans to the powerful House Intelligence Committee, positioning two close allies of Donald Trump who worked to overturn the 2020 presidential election on a panel that receives sensitive classified briefings and oversees the work of America's spy agencies.
The appointments of GOP Reps. Scott Perry of Pennsylvania and Ronny Jackson of Texas to the House Intelligence Committee were announced on the House floor Wednesday. Johnson, a hardline conservative from Louisiana who has aligned himself with Trump, was replacing spots on the committee that opened up after the resignations of Republican Reps. Mike Gallagher of Wisconsin and Chris Stewart of Utah.
Committee spots have typically been given to lawmakers with backgrounds in national security and who have gained respect across the aisle. But the replacements with two close Trump allies comes as Johnson has signaled his willingness to use the full force of the House to aid Trump's bid to reclaim the Oval Office. It also hands the hard-right faction of the House two coveted spots on a committee that handles the nation's secrets and holds tremendous influence over the direction of foreign policy.

    


Trump has long displayed adversarial and flippant views of the U.S. intelligence community, flouted safeguards over classified information and directly berated law enforcement agencies like the FBI. The former president faces 37 felony counts for improperly storing in his Florida estate sensitive documents on nuclear capabilities, repeatedly enlisting aides and lawyers to help him hide records demanded by investigators and cavalierly showing off a Pentagon "plan of attack" and classified map.




Johnson did not release a statement on his picks for the committee.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Perry, who formerly chaired the ultraconservative House Freedom Caucus, was ordered by a federal judge last year to turn over more than 1,600 texts and emails to FBI agents investigating efforts to keep Trump in office after his 2020 election loss and illegally block the transfer of power to Democrat Joe Biden.

    


Perry's personal cellphone was also seized by federal authorities who have explored his role in helping install an acting attorney general who would be receptive to Trump's false claims of election fraud.
Perry and other conservatives have also pushed Congress to curtail a key U.S. government surveillance tool. They want to restrict the FBI's ability to use the program to search for Americans' data.
"I look forward to providing not only a fresh perspective, but conducting actual oversight -- not blind obedience to some facets of our Intel Community that all too often abuse their powers, resources, and authority to spy on the American People," Perry said in a statement.
Jackson, who was elected to the House in 2020, was formerly a top White House physician under former presidents Barack Obama and Trump. Known for his over-the-top pronouncements about Trump's health, Jackson was nominated by Trump to be the secretary of Veterans Affairs.

    


He withdrew his nomination amid allegations of professional misconduct. An internal investigation at the Department of Defense later concluded that Jackson made "sexual and denigrating" comments about a female subordinate, violated the policy on drinking alcohol on a presidential trip and took prescription-strength sleeping medication that prompted worries from his colleagues about his ability to provide proper medical care.
Jackson has denied those allegations and described them as politically motivated.
The House committee that investigated the Jan. 6 insurrection at the Capitol also requested testimony from Jackson as it looked into lawmakers' meetings at the White House, direct conversations with Trump as he sought to challenge his election loss and the planning and coordination of rallies. Jackson declined to testify.
The presence of Jackson and Perry on the committee could damage the trust between the president and the committee in handling classified information, said Ira Goldman, a former Republican congressional aide who worked as a counsel to the intelligence committee in the 1970s and 1980s.
He said, "You're giving members seats on the committee when, based on the public record, they couldn't get a security clearance if they came through any other door."
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Gunman captured after shootout outside US Embassy in Lebanon

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The Lebanese army said Wednesday a gunman attempted to attack the U.S. embassy near Beirut. The Lebanese military in a statement said that soldiers shot an assailant, who they only described as a Syrian national. The gunman was wounded and taken to a hospital.
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    [image: Lebanese security stand guard on a road that leads to the U.S. Embassy in Aukar, a northern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)]
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Lebanese security stand guard on a road that leads to the U.S. Embassy in Aukar, a northern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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[image: Lebanese soldiers speak to a motorcyclist as they stand guard on a road that leads to the U.S. Embassy in Aukar, northern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. A gunman was captured by Lebanese soldiers after attempting to attack the U.S. Embassy near Beirut on Wednesday, the military said. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)]
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 13
Lebanese soldiers speak to a motorcyclist as they stand guard on a road that leads to the U.S. Embassy in Aukar, northern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. A gunman was captured by Lebanese soldiers after attempting to attack the U.S. Embassy near Beirut on Wednesday, the military said. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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[image: Lebanese special forces sit in their vehicle as they patrol on a road that leads to the U.S. Embassy in Aukar, a northern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. A gunman was captured by Lebanese soldiers after attempting to attack the U.S. Embassy near Beirut on Wednesday, the military said. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)]
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Lebanese special forces sit in their vehicle as they patrol on a road that leads to the U.S. Embassy in Aukar, a northern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. A gunman was captured by Lebanese soldiers after attempting to attack the U.S. Embassy near Beirut on Wednesday, the military said. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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[image: Lebanese special forces sit in their vehicle as they patrol on a road that leads to the U.S. Embassy in Aukar, a northern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. A gunman was captured by Lebanese soldiers after attempting to attack the U.S. Embassy near Beirut on Wednesday, the military said. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)]
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Lebanese special forces sit in their vehicle as they patrol on a road that leads to the U.S. Embassy in Aukar, a northern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. A gunman was captured by Lebanese soldiers after attempting to attack the U.S. Embassy near Beirut on Wednesday, the military said. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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[image: A Lebanese soldier checks a man's luggage on a road leading to the U.S. Embassy in Aukar, a northern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. A gunman was captured by Lebanese soldiers after attempting to attack the U.S. Embassy near Beirut on Wednesday, the military said. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)]
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[image: Lebanese soldiers speak to a motorcyclist as they stand guard on a road that leads to the U.S. Embassy in Aukar, northern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. A gunman was captured by Lebanese soldiers after attempting to attack the U.S. Embassy near Beirut on Wednesday, the military said. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)]
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[image: CORRECTS THE DETAIL OF THE PLACE - Lebanese soldiers check a motorcyclist's documents as investigators collect forensic evidence on a road leading to the U.S. Embassy in Aukar, a northern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. The Lebanese army said Wednesday a gunman attempted to attack on the U.S. embassy near Beirut. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)]
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[image: A general view of a part of the U.S. Embassy compound in Aukar, a northern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. A gunman was captured by Lebanese soldiers after attempting to attack the U.S. Embassy near Beirut on Wednesday, the military said. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)]
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[image: A Lebanese Army's Cessna airplane flies over the U.S. Embassy in Aukar, a northern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. A gunman was captured by Lebanese soldiers after attempting to attack the U.S. Embassy near Beirut on Wednesday, the military said. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)]
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                                        AUKAR, Lebanon (AP) -- A gunman who attacked the U.S. embassy near Beirut was shot and captured by Lebanese soldiers after a Wednesday morning shootout that injured an embassy security guard, the military and embassy officials said.
The attack took place as tensions simmered in the tiny Mediterranean country, where months of fighting between Hezbollah militants and Israeli troops has displaced thousands along the border, following years of political deadlock and economic hardship. 
Local media reported that there was a gunfight involving at least one attacker and lasting almost half an hour.
Joe Abdo, who works at a gas station near the compound said he heard "around 15 to 20 rounds of gunfire" while working that morning. "We ran here to see what's happening and suddenly, the army blocked us from going up," he told The Associated Press.

    


No motive was immediately clear, but Lebanese media have published photos that appear to show a bloodied attacker wearing a black vest with the words "Islamic State" written in Arabic and the English initials "I" and "S."
The Islamic State has not claimed the attack, nor has any other group.




A Lebanese security official and two judicial officials familiar with the case said the gunman appeared to be a lone attacker. They identified him as a resident of the eastern Lebanese border town of Majdal Anjar near Syria. Earlier, the Lebanese military identified the suspect as a Syrian national.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

They spoke on condition of anonymity because they were not cleared to speak to the press.
The military raided both Majdal Anjar and nearby Suweiri, the Lebanese army said in a statement, where it arrested three relatives of the suspect and two other people believed to be associated with him.
The officials said they did not find other gunmen or evidence of a possible extremist cell.
The suspect was shot in the stomach and leg before being captured and taken to the military hospital in Beirut, according to the officials. 

    


A U.S. Embassy spokesperson said in a statement that one embassy security guard was injured in the attack.
"With respect to his privacy we cannot say more, but we wish him a full recovery," said the spokesperson, who spoke on condition of anonymity in accordance with regulations.
U.S. State Department spokesperson Matthew Miller told reporters the local guard was "seriously injured." He said U.S. officials were aware that the suspect was wearing what appeared to be IS apparel but that they do not yet know the motive for the shooting.
A statement from Lebanese caretaker Prime Minister Najib Mikati's office said that he was informed following meetings with the defense minister and army commander that the situation was now stable and that serious investigations are underway. 
The Lebanese military said it deployed troops around the embassy and surrounding areas.
In 1983, a deadly bombing attack on the U.S. Embassy in Beirut killed 63 people. U.S. officials blame the attack on the Lebanese militant group Hezbollah.
Following that attack, the embassy was moved from central Beirut to the Christian suburb of Aukar, north of the capital. Another bomb attack struck the new location on Sept. 20, 1984.

    


In September 2023, Lebanese security forces detained a Lebanese man who opened fire by the U.S. Embassy. There were no casualties in that attack.
In October 2023, hundreds of protesters clashed with Lebanese security forces in demonstrations near the U.S. Embassy in support of Gaza's people and the militant group Hamas in its war with Israel.
___
Chehayeb reported from Beirut. Associated Press writer Abby Sewell in Beirut contributed to this report. 
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    [image: FILE - U.S. Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin, left, speaks with Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy during the Ukraine Defense Contact Group meeting of NATO defense ministers at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Oct. 11, 2023. Ukraine has used U.S weapons to attack inside Russia in recent days. That's according to a Western official familiar with the matter. The weapons were used under recently approved guidance from President Joe Biden allowing American arms to be used to strike inside Russia for the limited purpose of defending Kharkiv, Ukraine's second-largest city. (Olivier Matthys, Pool Photo via AP, File)]
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[image: The city center is covered with debris after the Russian missile attack in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Saturday, May, 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrii Marienko)]
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[image: Firefighters put out a fire on an apartment building damaged in the Russian missile attack in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Friday, May, 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrii Marienko)]
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[image: The city center is covered with debris after the Russian missile attack in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Saturday, May, 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrii Marienko)]
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[image: Firefighters put out a fire on an apartment building damaged in the Russian missile attack in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Friday, May, 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrii Marienko)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Ukraine has used U.S. weapons to strike inside Russia in recent days, according to a U.S. senator and a Western official familiar with the matter.
The weapons were used under recently approved guidance from President Joe Biden allowing American arms to be used to hit targets inside Russia for the limited purpose of defending Kharkiv, Ukraine's second-largest city.
The official was not authorized to comment publicly on the sensitive matter and spoke on condition of anonymity. Republican Sen. Mike Rounds of South Dakota, a member of the Senate Armed Services Committee, confirmed the strikes with U.S. weapons, but did not say how he was briefed.
Biden's directive allows for U.S.-supplied weapons to be used to strike Russian forces that are attacking or preparing to attack. It does not change U.S. policy that directs Ukraine not to use American-provided ATACMS or long-range missiles and other munitions to strike offensively inside Russia, U.S. officials have said.

    


Ukrainian officials had stepped up calls on the U.S. to allow Kyiv's forces to defend themselves against attacks originating from Russian territory. Kharkiv sits just 20 kilometers (12 miles) from the Russian border and has come under intensified Russian attack.




In advancing in the northeast Kharkiv region, Russian forces have exploited a lengthy delay in the replenishment of U.S. military aid. In addition, Western Europe's inadequate military production has slowed crucial deliveries to the battlefield for Ukraine.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

On Tuesday, White House national security spokesman John Kirby told reporters he could not confirm that Ukraine had used U.S. weapons against targets in Russia.
"We're just not in a position on a day-to-day basis of knowing exactly what the Ukrainians are firing at what," Kirby said. "It's certainly at a tactical level."
Germany announced soon after the White House altered its policy that it was also authorizing Ukraine to hit some targets on Russian soil with the long-range weapons they are supplying to Kyiv. Russian President Vladimir Putin warned Germany on Wednesday that the use of its weapons by Ukraine to strike inside Russia would mark a "dangerous step," and he said Moscow could, in turn, provide long-range arms to others to strike Western targets.

    


According to a June 3 report from the Institute for the Study of War, Ukrainian forces struck a Russian S-300/400 air defense battery in the Belgorod region, likely with the High Mobility Artillery Rocket System, or HIMARS, on June 1 or June 2. The air defense system was located roughly 60 kilometers (about 40 miles) from the current front line in the Kharkiv region and more than 80 kilometers (50 miles) from the city of Kharkiv, which is within the range of HIMARS, the institute reported. 
Confirmation of the strikes comes as Ukraine's president, Volodymyr Zelenskyy, visited Qatar, which, along with Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates, has been a mediator in prisoner swaps and other negotiations between Russia and Ukraine since the war began.

    


Zelenskyy met with Qatar's ruling emir, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani. A readout from the state-run Qatar News Agency described the men as discussing ways "to stop the fighting, protect civilians, and keep all channels of communication open to resolve the crisis through dialogue and diplomatic means."
Rounds said he agreed with Biden's decision to allow U.S. weapons to be used for strikes against Russia under limited circumstances.
 "I have no problem with Ukraine using the ATACMS and so forth and all the artillery that we got to be able to take them out before they cause more harm in Ukraine," he said.
___
Associated Press writers Tara Copp and Stephen Groves contributed to this report.
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    [image: FILE - Students protest for more public university funding and against austerity measures proposed by President Javier Milei, featured on the sign, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, April 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko, File)]
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[image: Sally Otto, owner of a downtown craft collective, speaks Tuesday, May 21, 2024, in Greeley, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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[image: Barrie Stradling, left speaks at the weekly lunch meeting of some 20 retired men at the Tredegar community centre in Bow, in east London, Thursday, May 16, 2024. Passing around plates of cheese and crackers and slices of creme cake, they drank steaming coffee and tea. What they wanted was a chance to vent about the problems facing Britain and the fact that no one is listening to them as the country prepares for an election later this year. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)]
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[image: Kenji Takada-Dill, 30, of Seattle, poses for a photo next to a drop box where voters can drop off ballots in the vote-by-mail state Wednesday, March 13, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Jason Redmond)]
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[image: Barrie Stradling, left speaks at the weekly lunch meeting of some 20 retired men at the Tredegar community centre in Bow, in east London, Thursday, May 16, 2024. Passing around plates of cheese and crackers and slices of creme cake, they drank steaming coffee and tea. What they wanted was a chance to vent about the problems facing Britain and the fact that no one is listening to them as the country prepares for an election later this year. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 11 | Barrie Stradling, left speaks at the weekly lunch meeting of some 20 retired men at the Tredegar community centre in Bow, in east London, Thursday, May 16, 2024. Passing around plates of cheese and crackers and slices of creme cake, they drank steaming coffee and tea. What they wanted was a chance to vent about the problems facing Britain and the fact that no one is listening to them as the country prepares for an election later this year. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)


            Read More
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[image: Alan Tucker, second right, listens at the weekly lunch meeting of some 20 retired men at the Tredegar community centre in Bow, in east London, Thursday, May 16, 2024. Passing around plates of cheese and crackers and slices of creme cake, they drank steaming coffee and tea. What they wanted was a chance to vent about the problems facing Britain and the fact that no one is listening to them as the country prepares for an election later this year. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)]
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[image: Kristina McGuffey with her 12-year-old daughter, Molly and 9-year-old son Wyatt, speaks while making a purchase at a downtown craft collective Tuesday, May 21, 2024, in Greeley, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 11 | Kristina McGuffey with her 12-year-old daughter, Molly and 9-year-old son Wyatt, speaks while making a purchase at a downtown craft collective Tuesday, May 21, 2024, in Greeley, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        A year of elections in democracies around the world is revealing deep dissatisfaction among voters

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Students protest for more public university funding and against austerity measures proposed by President Javier Milei, featured on the sign, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, April 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko, File)]
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[image: Sally Otto, owner of a downtown craft collective, speaks Tuesday, May 21, 2024, in Greeley, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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[image: Barrie Stradling, left speaks at the weekly lunch meeting of some 20 retired men at the Tredegar community centre in Bow, in east London, Thursday, May 16, 2024. Passing around plates of cheese and crackers and slices of creme cake, they drank steaming coffee and tea. What they wanted was a chance to vent about the problems facing Britain and the fact that no one is listening to them as the country prepares for an election later this year. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)]
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[image: Alan Tucker, second left, listens at the weekly lunch meeting of some 20 retired men at the Tredegar community centre in Bow, in east London, Thursday, May 16, 2024. Passing around plates of cheese and crackers and slices of creme cake, they drank steaming coffee and tea. What they wanted was a chance to vent about the problems facing Britain and the fact that no one is listening to them as the country prepares for an election later this year. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)]
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[image: Alan Tucker, right, gestures as he speaks at the weekly lunch meeting of some 20 retired men at the Tredegar community centre in Bow, in east London, Thursday, May 16, 2024. Passing around plates of cheese and crackers and slices of creme cake, they drank steaming coffee and tea. What they wanted was a chance to vent about the problems facing Britain and the fact that no one is listening to them as the country prepares for an election later this year. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)]
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[image: Kenji Takada-Dill, 30, of Seattle, poses for a photo next to a drop box where voters can drop off ballots in the vote-by-mail state Wednesday, March 13, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Jason Redmond)]
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[image: Alan Tucker, second right, listens at the weekly lunch meeting of some 20 retired men at the Tredegar community centre in Bow, in east London, Thursday, May 16, 2024. Passing around plates of cheese and crackers and slices of creme cake, they drank steaming coffee and tea. What they wanted was a chance to vent about the problems facing Britain and the fact that no one is listening to them as the country prepares for an election later this year. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)]
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[image: Kristina McGuffey with her 12-year-old daughter, Molly and 9-year-old son Wyatt, speaks while making a purchase at a downtown craft collective Tuesday, May 21, 2024, in Greeley, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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Kristina McGuffey with her 12-year-old daughter, Molly and 9-year-old son Wyatt, speaks while making a purchase at a downtown craft collective Tuesday, May 21, 2024, in Greeley, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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                                        In a community center in East London, about 20 men gathered for their regular lunch meeting, sipping coffee and tea from mismatched mugs and engaging in an increasingly popular pastime in the world's democracies: Complaining about their government.
They feel estranged from the country's leadership -- its wealthy prime minister and their members of parliament.

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


"It feels like you are second-class people. Our MPs don't represent us people. Political leaders don't understand what we go through," said Barrie Stradling, 65. "Do they listen to people? I don't think they do.''
In a coffee shop in Jakarta, Ni Wayan Suryatini, 46, bemoaned the results of the recent election, in which the son of Indonesia's former president ascended to the country's vice presidency and the opposition parties seemed to do little to stop him.
"It is difficult to trust them since they only want to reach their goals. As long as they achieve their goals, they will forget everything else," Suryatini said of politicians.

    


And inside her cheerfully cluttered craft shop in Greeley, Colorado, Sally Otto, 58, contemplated with dread the upcoming U.S. presidential election between President Joe Biden and the man he defeated in 2020, former President Donald Trump: "I feel like we're back where we were, with the same two poor choices," Otto said.


As half the world's population votes in elections this year, voters are in a foul mood. From South Korea to Poland to Argentina, incumbents have been ousted in election after election. In just the last week, voters in South Africa who are reeling from deep poverty, inequality and unemployment handed a historic defeat to the African National Congress, which lost its parliamentary majority for the first time since apartheid ended 30 years ago. In Latin America alone, leaders and their parties had lost 20 elections in a row until this past weekend's presidential election in Mexico, according to a tally by Steven Levitsky, a Harvard professor of government.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The dynamic is likely to repeat itself as the European Union launches its legislative elections this week, where conservative populist parties are expected to register gains across the continent. EU parliamentary elections are usually an opportunity for voters in individual countries to vent their frustrations because the candidates they elect will have power in Brussels rather than their own national capitals. In the United Kingdom, Prime Minister Rishi Sunak called elections for later this summer in which his party is expected to struggle.

    


"In many ways we've never had it so good, objectively speaking, and yet people are so unsatisfied," said Matthias Matthijs, a senior fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations in Washington, D.C.
ECONOMY, CULTURE AND POLITICS FUELING ANGER 
The reasons for the dissatisfaction are many, from social media's ability to magnify problems to the painful recovery from the coronavirus pandemic to the backlash toward economic and cultural changes sparked by globalization and mass immigration.
Though in places like Europe, the populist right has notched several gains and is expected to make more, there is little ideological consistency globally to the unhappiness. In a recent Pew poll across 24 democracies, a median of 74% of respondents said they didn't think politicians cared what people like them think, and 42% said no political party represented their viewpoint.

    


"It's about economics and culture, but it's also about the functioning of politics itself," said Richard Wike, managing director of Pew's Global Attitudes Research, citing polarization of voters into warring camps. "It can lead to a situation where politics is seen as a zero-sum game. People see more of an existential threat from the other side, and that makes people unhappy about democracy."
Experts say there is one notable exception to the trend of global anger with elected leaders -- places where the leaders are anti-establishment, populist strongmen of all ideological persuasions.
"Antisystem outsider, populist figures are winning more than in the past," Levitsky said. "Whether they constitute any movement is unclear to me."

    


In Mexico, leftist President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador is termed out but broke the streak of losses for Latin American leaders' parties as his hand-picked successor, Claudia Sheinbaum, won Sunday's presidential election. In Argentina, newly elected president Javier Milei, a self-described "anarcho-capitalist" dubbed "the madman" by admirers, remains popular despite the country's crippling economic problems that have persisted following his austerity and deregulation reforms.
"I was never interested in politics because nothing ever changed," said Sebastian Sproviero, a 37-year-old engineer at a Buenos Aires concert that featured Milei belting out rock anthems. "Now it has."
In India, where Prime Minister Narendra Modi has been criticized for eroding the world's most populous democracy, the Pew poll found the country had the highest support among all surveyed countries for a more authoritarian form of government, with two-thirds of respondents there backing a strong leader system of government.

    


WARNING SIGNS FOR DEMOCRACY
Still, even some of the more authoritarian governments such as Modi's have had to deal with dissatisfaction with the status quo. Modi appears to have won his third term as India's prime minister in national elections that wrapped up Tuesday, but his conservative Hindu nationalist party had an underwhelming showing and will likely need to join a coalition to form a government.
In Hungary, where Prime Minister Viktor Orban has stocked the judiciary and media with loyalists and revised the country's constitution to favor his party, a former member of his Fidesz party, Peter Magyar, has emerged as a new, increasingly popular critic and challenger.
"More and more people in Hungary are increasingly feeling this antiestablishment desire," said Peter Ember as he attended one of Magyar's recent demonstrations in Budapest. "We really want to reform this existing political culture, from the opposition to the ruling party. We want a new one, and we want people that work for us."
The global anti-incumbent mood, coupled with the success of antiestablishment populists, comes amid several warning signs for the health of democracy. The Pew poll found democracy's appeal slipping, even as it remained the preferred system of government around the world. Freedom House, a Washington-based organization that promotes democracy, said its "Freedom Index" measuring democratic health globally has declined for 18 straight years.
Adrian Shahbaz, a vice president at Freedom House, attributed the erosion of support to a series of crises since the turn of the century, including the Sept. 11, 2001, terror attacks in the U.S., the 2008-09 global recession and the coronavirus pandemic. Adding to the stress, he said, is the increasing focus on identity issues such as transgender policies and immigration in democratic politics, especially in Europe and the U.S.
"The key cleavages in democracies tend to be around identity issues rather than economic ones," Shahbaz said. "That in itself can be very risky because democracy depends on a civil identity that goes beyond tribal identifications."
Still, the picture is not all gloom for democracy. The anti-incumbent fervor also helped spur some victories for people's rights to choose their own leaders.
In Senegal in March, voters selected a new president after the incumbent unsuccessfully tried to postpone the election. In Guatemala last year, Bernardo Arevalo, a sociologist and anticorruption crusader, won the country's presidential election despite efforts by the incumbent party to block certification of his victory.
DISCONTENT RUNS DEEP IN THE U.S.
One of the greatest tests comes in the U.S. in November when voters will decide whether to stay with Biden or return Trump to the White House. The former president unsuccessfully tried to overturn his 2020 election loss, leading to the attack on the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, and two of the four criminal cases he's currently facing. Biden, meanwhile, is hampered by an unenthusiastic public -- 61% of adults did not approve of his performance in office in an AP-NORC poll taken in March. A CNN poll found 53% of registered voters were unhappy with the choice between Biden and Trump.
The low poll numbers frustrate many Biden advisers given the U.S. economy's relatively strong recent performance compared with the rest of the world. But international pollsters say the U.S. shows particularly stark signs of polarization and unhappiness. The Pew poll identified sharper levels of polarization in the U.S. than in most other democracies. The Gallup Organization found that the U.S. ranks at or near the bottom in confidence in its institutions among the wealthy G7 countries.
One of the few things that unites U.S. voters is frustration over their choices in this fall's presidential contest, a relic of the country's winner-take-all constitutional system, which naturally devolves into competitions between two major political parties fought in the few states where the Electoral College votes are up for grabs.
"I'm angry, but it's like, what is the solution to my anger? Who am I going to vote for is a great question because the answer is I really don't know, to be quite honest," said Kenji Takada-Dill, a 30-year-old video editor in Seattle. "We've known for a long time that the two-party system doesn't work. None of the candidates represent my beliefs or my values."
In Greeley, a city of 112,000 that lies on Colorado's plains 60 miles northeast of Denver, Otto, the craft store owner, said she probably leans conservative but has long tried to ignore politics. That's proved harder since she started using social media to promote her business, where the country's nasty partisan feuds have leaked into her feeds as she promotes ceramics classes and youth programs.
Stepping into the store with her two children, Kristina McGuffey, 41, also bemoaned the increasing toxicity of U.S. politics.
"I just love the way America was founded, one nation under God," McGuffey said. "We've become people who, when we don't get our way, we throw a hissy fit."
___
Riccardi reported from Denver, DeBre from Buenos Aires and Kirka from London. Associated Press writers Gary Fields in Washington, Justin Spike in Budapest and Edna Tarigan in Jakarta contributed to this report.
___
See AP's coverage of global elections in 2024 here.
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What will become of The Epoch Times with its chief financial officer accused of money laundering?

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Plastic newspaper racks for The Epoch Times, The Village Voice and other newspapers stand along a Manhattan sidewalk, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2013 in New York. The arrest of an executive at The Epoch Times in a money-laundering scheme this week has drawn attention to a media outlet that has largely lived in the shadows between its founding in 2000 and a transformation during the Trump administration. (AP Photo/Mark Lennihan, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The arrest of an executive at The Epoch Times in a money-laundering scheme this week has drawn attention to a media outlet that has lived largely in the shadows since its founding in 2000 and a transformation during the Trump administration.
Federal prosecutors in New York charged Weidong "Bill" Guan of Secaucus, N.J., chief financial officer of The Epoch Times, of steering at least $67 million in criminal proceeds, much from fraudulently obtained unemployment insurance benefits, to the company, its affiliates and himself. Guan pleaded not guilty but was suspended by The Epoch Times, which agreed to cooperate with prosecutors.
The case calls into question the future of a company that was a key online supporter of Trump and spreader of conspiracy theories.
WHAT IS THE EPOCH TIMES?
Started first as a newspaper, the company produces news websites and videos, and is now available in 23 languages. Its founder, John Tang, is a Chinese-American who practices Falun Gong, a form of meditation and exercise. The Chinese government has denounced, banned and, according to members, has consistently oppressed and mistreated Falun Gong followers.

    


While the outlet has sought to distance its operations from the Falun Gong movement itself, the company has said it "sees the Chinese Communist Party's persecution of Falun Gong practitioners, and the remarkably heroic ways in which practitioners have responded to the persecution, as one of the most underreported stories of the last 20 years."




It is by no means a one-issue news organization, and the lead story on its website Wednesday was about U.S. political primaries the night before. But The Epoch Times does frequent and tough reporting on the Chinese government; stories on its website Wednesday included an opinion piece on the origins of the COVID virus and a look back at the Tiananmen Square massacre on its 35th anniversary. The site also prominently touts a book by Falun Gong founder Li Hongzhi.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Epoch Times says that "our aim is not to force our perspective on you, but to give you the information you need to make up your own mind."

    


HOW DID THE EPOCH TIMES CHANGE?
The Epoch Times website currently has testimonials from Trump administration figures Peter Navarro and Sebastian Gorka and U.S. Rep. Paul Gosar, a Republican from Arizona.
That's a clue. The news organization transformed itself during the Trump years by becoming a site that supported the former president and his causes. It was opportunistic in two ways: leaders saw in Trump a president they believed would fight against the Chinese government, and sensed the chance to win funding from others who believe in the cause, said A.J. Bauer, a University of Alabama professor who studies conservative media.
In a few years' time, the outlet became a partisan powerhouse and "has also created a global-scale misinformation machine that has repeatedly pushed fringe narratives into the mainstream," The New York Times reported in 2020.
It embraced various conspiracy theories, many surrounding COVID. The Epoch Times and affiliates advanced the false story that the Obama administration spied on Trump's 2016 campaign and spread theories promoted by the QAnon conspiracy site and claims about voter fraud.

    


The Epoch Times was particularly aggressive on Facebook through advertising and the creation of different pages that guided social media users to their content. Following an investigation by NBC News, the social media giant in 2019 banned pro-Trump advertisements produced by the outlet for violating its ad policies.
The indictment doesn't specifically say that these pro-Trump efforts were funded through the alleged criminal scheme. But it was around this time that money was pouring in. The Epoch Times reported nearly $128 million in revenue for 2021, a stunning increase from $4 million in 2016, according to a federal financial disclosure. The turnaround caught the eye of banks, regulators and, eventually, federal prosecutors.
Much of the money came in through the company's "Make Money Online" team, run by Guan, according to the federal indictment. Guan has claimed the windfall was due in part to an increase in subscriptions and donations, the indictment said.

    


WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR THE EPOCH TIMES' FUTURE?
Guan is the only one charged by prosecutors. But the indictment states that "others known and unknown" were aware of what was going on, raising questions about whether anyone else at the company might be drawn in and what this might mean for The Epoch Times' future. The company didn't immediately respond to a query on the topic.
Given the action taken against the company by Facebook in 2019, it's questionable whether the playbook used before has relevance for the 2024 campaign. Some avenues for reaching people have undoubtedly closed because the social media site has been deemphasizing news and political content, Bauer said.
Conservative figures certainly noticed the work put in by The Epoch Times on behalf of their causes. Despite that, the outlet has had surprisingly little influence, said Howard Polskin, who monitors conservative media for The Righting website.

    


"They don't seem to be driving the news agenda in right wing media," Polskin said. "I don't think right-wing media is paying much attention to what they are doing."
Bauer agreed. The Epoch Times' influence seems largely confined to people for whom opposing the Chinese government is a main cause, he said.
"They're having a hard time, just like everybody else in the media, in finding an audience at this moment," Bauer said. "I don't think there's too many people calling up The Epoch Times on their computer with their morning coffee to see what they have to say."
___
David Bauder writes about media for The Associated Press. Follow him at http://twitter.com/dbauder.
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Boeing launches NASA astronauts for the first time after years of delays

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Boeing has launched astronauts for the first time after years of delays. Two NASA test pilots blasted off aboard Boeing's Starliner capsule from Cape Canaveral, Florida, on Wednesday. They're headed to the International Space Station for a weeklong stay.
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    [image: Boeing's Starliner capsule, atop an Atlas V rocket, lifts off from launch pad at Space Launch Complex 41 Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in Cape Canaveral, Fla. NASA astronauts Butch Wilmore and Suni Williams are headed to the International Space Station. (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 17 | Boeing's Starliner capsule, atop an Atlas V rocket, lifts off from launch pad at Space Launch Complex 41 Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in Cape Canaveral, Fla. NASA astronauts Butch Wilmore and Suni Williams are headed to the International Space Station. (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 17
Boeing's Starliner capsule, atop an Atlas V rocket, lifts off from launch pad at Space Launch Complex 41 Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in Cape Canaveral, Fla. NASA astronauts Butch Wilmore and Suni Williams are headed to the International Space Station. (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Boeing's Starliner capsule atop an Atlas V rocket lifts off from Space Launch Complex 41 at the Cape Canaveral Space Force Station on a mission to the International Space Station, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in Cape Canaveral, Fla. (AP Photo/John Raoux)]
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[image: NASA astronauts Butch Wilmore, left, and Suni Williams wave as they leave the operations and checkout building for a trip to launch pad at Space Launch Complex 41 Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in Cape Canaveral, Fla. The two astronauts are scheduled to liftoff later today on the Boeing Starliner capsule for a trip to the international space station. . (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara)]
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[image: NASA astronauts Suni Williams, left, and Butch Wilmore pose for a photo after leaving the operations and checkout building for a trip to launch pad at Space Launch Complex 41 Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in Cape Canaveral, Fla. The two astronauts are scheduled to liftoff later today on the Boeing Starliner capsule for a trip to the international space station. (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara)]
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[image: NASA astronauts Butch Wilmore, right and Suni Williams wait for liftoff inside the Boeing Starliner capsule at Space Launch Complex 41 Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in Cape Canaveral, Fla. The two astronauts are scheduled to liftoff on the Boeing Starliner capsule for a trip to the international space station. (NASA via AP)]
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[image: Boeing's Starliner capsule atop an Atlas V rocket lifts off from Space Launch Complex 41 at the Cape Canaveral Space Force Station on a mission to the International Space Station, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in Cape Canaveral, Fla. (AP Photo/John Raoux)]
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[image: Boeing's Starliner capsule atop an Atlas V rocket lifts off from Space Launch Complex 41 at the Cape Canaveral Space Force Station on a mission to the International Space Station, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in Cape Canaveral, Fla. (AP Photo/John Raoux)]
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[image: Boeing's Starliner capsule, atop an Atlas V rocket, sits on the launch pad at Space Launch Complex 41 Monday, June 3, 2024, in Cape Canaveral, Fla. NASA astronauts Butch Wilmore and Suni Williams will launch aboard the rocket to the International Space Station, scheduled for liftoff on June 5. (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara)]
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[image: Boeing's Starliner capsule atop an Atlas V rocket lifts off from Space Launch Complex 41 at the Cape Canaveral Space Force Station on a mission to the International Space Station, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in Cape Canaveral, Fla. (AP Photo/John Raoux)]
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[image: Boeing's Starliner capsule, atop an Atlas V rocket, lifts off from launch pad at Space Launch Complex 41 Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in Cape Canaveral, Fla. NASA astronauts Butch Wilmore and Suni Williams are headed to the International Space Station. (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara)]
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                                        CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) -- Boeing launched astronauts for the first time Wednesday, belatedly joining SpaceX as a second taxi service for NASA.
A pair of NASA test pilots blasted off aboard Boeing's Starliner capsule for the International Space Station, the first to fly the new spacecraft. 
The trip by Butch Wilmore and Suni Williams was expected to take 25 hours, with an arrival Thursday. They will spend just over a week at the orbiting lab before climbing back into Starliner for a remote desert touchdown in the western U.S. on June 14.
"Let's get going!" Wilmore called out a few minutes before liftoff. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Boeing launches NASA astronauts for the first time after years of delays
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Julie Walker reports NASA launches Boeing's Starship into space with two astronauts aboard from Cape Canaveral.

    

Half an hour later, he and Williams were safely in orbit and giving chase to the space station. Back at Cape Canaveral, the relieved launch controllers stood and applauded. After all the trouble leading up to Wednesday's launch, including two scrapped countdowns, everything went smoothly before and during liftoff, prompting congratulations from SpaceX's Elon Musk and others.

    


"Today it all lined up," said Boeing program manager Mark Nappi.
Years late because of spacecraft flaws, Starliner's crew debut comes as the company struggles with unrelated safety issues on its airplane side.




Wilmore and Williams -- retired Navy captains and former space station residents -- stressed repeatedly before the launch that they had full confidence in Boeing's ability to get it right with this test flight. Crippled by bad software, Starliner's initial test flight in 2019 without a crew had to be repeated before NASA would let its astronauts strap in. The 2022 do-over went much better, but parachute problems later cropped up and flammable tape had to be removed from the capsule.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Wednesday's launch was the third attempt with astronauts since early May, coming after a pair of rocket-related problems, most recently last weekend. A small helium leak in the spacecraft's propulsion system also caused delays, but remained extremely low and manageable.

    


"It's just a tough endeavor to get to flight and huge kudos to the entire team for getting there," said Steve Stich, NASA's commercial crew program manager. 
Boeing was hired alongside Elon Musk's SpaceX a decade ago to ferry NASA's astronauts to and from the space station. The space agency wanted two competing U.S. companies for the job in the wake of the space shuttles' retirement, paying $4.2 billion to Boeing and just over half that to SpaceX, which refashioned the capsule it was using to deliver station supplies. 
SpaceX launched astronauts into orbit in 2020, becoming the first private business to achieve what only three countries -- Russia, the U.S. and China -- had mastered. It has taken nine crews to the space station for NASA and three private groups for a Houston company that charters flights.
The liftoff from Cape Canaveral Space Force Station was the 100th of an Atlas V for rocket maker United Launch Alliance. It was the first ride for astronauts on an Atlas rocket since John Glenn's Mercury era more than 60 years ago; the rocket usually launches satellites and other spacecraft.

    


Despite the Atlas V's perfect record, the human presence cranked up the tension for the scores of NASA and Boeing employees gathered at Cape Canaveral and Mission Control in Houston.
Boeing's Starliner and SpaceX's Dragon are designed to be fully autonomous and reusable. Wilmore and Williams occasionally will take manual control of Starliner on their way to the space station, to check out its systems. The only snag early in the flight involved the capsule's cooling system. More water was used than expected before the radiators took over in orbit. The tank will be refilled before the ride home.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: AP correspondent Julie Walker reports on Boeing's Starliner. 
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Julie Walker reports Boeing's Starliner with astronauts aboard is set to dock at the International Space Station Thursday.

    

If the mission goes well, NASA will alternate between SpaceX and Boeing for taxi flights, beginning next year. The backup pilot for this test flight, Mike Fincke, will strap in for Starliner's next trip.
"This is exciting. We built up to this moment for years and years, and it finally happened," Fincke said from neighboring Kennedy Space Center. "I feel like the whole planet was cheering for them." 

    


___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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Israeli nationalists march in Jerusalem as a far-right minister boasts of Jewish prayer at key site

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Thousands of mostly ultranationalist Israelis were taking part in an annual march through a sensitive Palestinian area of Jerusalem on Wednesday, with some stoking already surging wartime tensions by chanting "Death to Arabs." Jerusalem, the emotional heart of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, has been mostly calm throughout the Israel-Hamas war. But the annual march, seen as provocative by Palestinians, could ignite broader unrest, as it did three years ago, when it helped set off an 11-day war in Gaza. (AP video shot by Moshe Edri)
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    [image: Israelis wave national flags during a march marking Jerusalem Day, an Israeli holiday celebrating the capture of east Jerusalem in the 1967 Mideast war, in front of the Damascus Gate of Jerusalem's Old City, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Thousands of mostly ultranationalist Israelis take part in an annual march through a sensitive Palestinian area of Jerusalem, with some stoking already surging wartime tensions by chanting "Death to Arabs." (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 15 | Israelis wave national flags during a march marking Jerusalem Day, an Israeli holiday celebrating the capture of east Jerusalem in the 1967 Mideast war, in front of the Damascus Gate of Jerusalem's Old City, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Thousands of mostly ultranationalist Israelis take part in an annual march through a sensitive Palestinian area of Jerusalem, with some stoking already surging wartime tensions by chanting "Death to Arabs." (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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[image: Israeli police officers separate Israelis and Palestinians in a street in the Muslim Quarter of Jerusalem's Old City, shortly before a march through the area by Jewish nationalists in Jerusalem Day, an Israeli holiday celebrating the capture of east Jerusalem in the 1967 Mideast war, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]
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Israeli police officers separate Israelis and Palestinians in a street in the Muslim Quarter of Jerusalem's Old City, shortly before a march through the area by Jewish nationalists in Jerusalem Day, an Israeli holiday celebrating the capture of east Jerusalem in the 1967 Mideast war, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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[image: Israeli border police officers look at an Israeli as he waves a national flag during a march marking Jerusalem Day, in Jerusalem's Old City, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]
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Israeli border police officers look at an Israeli as he waves a national flag during a march marking Jerusalem Day, in Jerusalem's Old City, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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[image: FILE - An Israeli soldier pauses in the Mount of Olives cemetery, just outside of the Old City of Jerusalem, as he turns towards the Dome of the Rock Mosque in the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound, Monday, May 13, 2024. Thousands of mostly ultranationalist Israelis were expected to take part in an annual march through dense Palestinian neighborhoods of Jerusalem's Old City on Wednesday, June 5, in an event that often sees racist chants and brawls. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo, File)]
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[image: Israeli police officers separate Israelis and Palestinians in a street in the Muslim Quarter of Jerusalem's Old City, shortly before a march through the area by Jewish nationalists in Jerusalem Day, an Israeli holiday celebrating the capture of east Jerusalem in the 1967 Mideast war, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 15 | Israeli police officers separate Israelis and Palestinians in a street in the Muslim Quarter of Jerusalem's Old City, shortly before a march through the area by Jewish nationalists in Jerusalem Day, an Israeli holiday celebrating the capture of east Jerusalem in the 1967 Mideast war, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 15
Israeli police officers separate Israelis and Palestinians in a street in the Muslim Quarter of Jerusalem's Old City, shortly before a march through the area by Jewish nationalists in Jerusalem Day, an Israeli holiday celebrating the capture of east Jerusalem in the 1967 Mideast war, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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[image: Israeli border police officers look at Israelis during a march marking Jerusalem Day, in Jerusalem's Old City, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]
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Israeli border police officers look at Israelis during a march marking Jerusalem Day, in Jerusalem's Old City, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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[image: Israelis wave national flags during a march marking Jerusalem Day, an Israeli holiday celebrating the capture of east Jerusalem in the 1967 Mideast war, in front of the Damascus Gate of Jerusalem's Old City, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Thousands of mostly ultranationalist Israelis are taking part in an annual march through a dense Palestinian neighborhood of Jerusalem's Old City (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: Israelis wave national flags during a march marking Jerusalem Day, an Israeli holiday celebrating the capture of east Jerusalem in the 1967 Mideast war, in front of the Damascus Gate of Jerusalem's Old City, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Thousands of mostly ultranationalist Israelis are taking part in an annual march through a dense Palestinian neighborhood of Jerusalem's Old City. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: Israelis wave national flags during a march marking Jerusalem Day, an Israeli holiday celebrating the capture of east Jerusalem in the 1967 Mideast war, in front of the Damascus Gate of Jerusalem's Old City, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Thousands of mostly ultranationalist Israelis are taking part in an annual march through a dense Palestinian neighborhood of Jerusalem's Old City (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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Israelis wave national flags during a march marking Jerusalem Day, an Israeli holiday celebrating the capture of east Jerusalem in the 1967 Mideast war, in front of the Damascus Gate of Jerusalem's Old City, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Thousands of mostly ultranationalist Israelis are taking part in an annual march through a dense Palestinian neighborhood of Jerusalem's Old City (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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[image: Israeli police officers separate Israelis and Palestinians in front of the Damascus Gate of Jerusalem's Old City shortly before a march through the area by Jewish nationalists in Jerusalem Day, an Israeli holiday celebrating the capture of east Jerusalem in the 1967 Mideast war, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)]
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Israeli police officers separate Israelis and Palestinians in front of the Damascus Gate of Jerusalem's Old City shortly before a march through the area by Jewish nationalists in Jerusalem Day, an Israeli holiday celebrating the capture of east Jerusalem in the 1967 Mideast war, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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[image: An Israeli takes a selfie with the Israel's National Security Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir, center, as he arrives at the Damascus Gate of Jerusalem's Old City during a march marking Jerusalem Day, an Israeli holiday celebrating the capture of east Jerusalem in the 1967 Mideast war, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Thousands of mostly ultranationalist Israelis take part in an annual march through a sensitive Palestinian area of Jerusalem, with some stoking already surging wartime tensions by chanting "Death to Arabs." (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: Israelis shout slogans and wave national flags during a march marking Jerusalem Day, an Israeli holiday celebrating the capture of east Jerusalem in the 1967 Mideast war, in front of the Damascus Gate of Jerusalem's Old City, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Thousands of mostly ultranationalist Israelis are taking part in an annual march through a dense Palestinian neighborhood of Jerusalem's Old City. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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Israelis shout slogans and wave national flags during a march marking Jerusalem Day, an Israeli holiday celebrating the capture of east Jerusalem in the 1967 Mideast war, in front of the Damascus Gate of Jerusalem's Old City, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Thousands of mostly ultranationalist Israelis are taking part in an annual march through a dense Palestinian neighborhood of Jerusalem's Old City. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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[image: Israelis wave national flags during a march marking Jerusalem Day, an Israeli holiday celebrating the capture of east Jerusalem in the 1967 Mideast war, as they enter through the Damascus Gate in the Jerusalem's Old City, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Thousands of mostly ultranationalist Israelis are taking part in an annual march through a dense Palestinian neighborhood of Jerusalem's Old City. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 15 | Israelis wave national flags during a march marking Jerusalem Day, an Israeli holiday celebrating the capture of east Jerusalem in the 1967 Mideast war, as they enter through the Damascus Gate in the Jerusalem's Old City, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Thousands of mostly ultranationalist Israelis are taking part in an annual march through a dense Palestinian neighborhood of Jerusalem's Old City. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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Israelis wave national flags during a march marking Jerusalem Day, an Israeli holiday celebrating the capture of east Jerusalem in the 1967 Mideast war, as they enter through the Damascus Gate in the Jerusalem's Old City, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Thousands of mostly ultranationalist Israelis are taking part in an annual march through a dense Palestinian neighborhood of Jerusalem's Old City. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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[image: Carrying their weapons Israelis take part in the march marking Jerusalem Day, an Israeli holiday celebrating the capture of east Jerusalem in the 1967 Mideast war, in front of the Damascus Gate of Jerusalem's Old City, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Thousands of mostly ultranationalist Israelis are taking part in an annual march through a dense Palestinian neighborhood of Jerusalem's Old City. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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Carrying their weapons Israelis take part in the march marking Jerusalem Day, an Israeli holiday celebrating the capture of east Jerusalem in the 1967 Mideast war, in front of the Damascus Gate of Jerusalem's Old City, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Thousands of mostly ultranationalist Israelis are taking part in an annual march through a dense Palestinian neighborhood of Jerusalem's Old City. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An Israeli Border Police officer stands guard from the Damascus Gate to the Old City of Jerusalem as Israelis take part in a march marking Jerusalem Day, an Israeli holiday celebrating the capture of east Jerusalem in the 1967 Mideast war, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Thousands of mostly ultranationalist Israelis are taking part in an annual march through a dense Palestinian neighborhood of Jerusalem's Old City. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 15 | An Israeli Border Police officer stands guard from the Damascus Gate to the Old City of Jerusalem as Israelis take part in a march marking Jerusalem Day, an Israeli holiday celebrating the capture of east Jerusalem in the 1967 Mideast war, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Thousands of mostly ultranationalist Israelis are taking part in an annual march through a dense Palestinian neighborhood of Jerusalem's Old City. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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An Israeli Border Police officer stands guard from the Damascus Gate to the Old City of Jerusalem as Israelis take part in a march marking Jerusalem Day, an Israeli holiday celebrating the capture of east Jerusalem in the 1967 Mideast war, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Thousands of mostly ultranationalist Israelis are taking part in an annual march through a dense Palestinian neighborhood of Jerusalem's Old City. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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                                        JERUSALEM (AP) -- Thousands of ultranationalist Israelis marched through a sensitive Palestinian area of Jerusalem on Wednesday in an annual procession, chanting racist slogans as the country's far-right national security minister boasted that Jews had prayed freely at a key holy site in the city in violation of decades-old understandings.
The comments by Itamar Ben-Gvir and the march in Jerusalem, the emotional heart of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, threatened to stoke already high tensions that have gripped the region since the start of the war in Gaza. The annual march, seen by Palestinians as provocative, helped set off an 11-day war in Gaza three years ago.
Marchers convening outside the Damascus Gate of Jerusalem's historic Old City, a central gathering place for Palestinians in east Jerusalem, chanted "Death to Arabs" and other anti-Arab and anti-Islamic slogans. They danced and waved Israeli flags as the procession kicked off.

    


Ben-Gvir, who was once on the fringes of Israeli politics but now holds a key position in Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's government, had insisted that the march follow its traditional route through the Palestinian area, despite tensions surging because of the war. Marchers entered the Muslim Quarter of the Old City through Damascus Gate and ended at the Western Wall, the holiest place where Jews can pray.




The police stressed that the march would not enter the sprawling Al-Aqsa mosque compound, the third holiest site in Islam. The hilltop on which it stands is the holiest site for Jews, who refer to it as the Temple Mount because it was the location of the Jewish temples in antiquity. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But activists said hundreds of Jews had visited the compound earlier in the day, and Ben-Gvir said they prayed there freely, following what he said was his own policy that permitted prayer there. 
Since Israel captured the site in 1967, Jews have been allowed to visit but not pray there. Perceived encroachments on the site have set off widespread violence on a number of occasions going back decades.

    


"Jews prayed on the Temple Mount. This is the minister's policy," Ben-Gvir told the Galey Israel radio station.
Netanyahu said there had been no change to the understandings at the holy site that prevented Jewish prayer there.
Ben-Gvir has long called for greater Jewish access to the holy site and has visited it repeatedly as a minister. Palestinians consider the mosque a national symbol and view such visits as provocative and as a potential precursor to Israel seizing control over the compound. Most rabbis forbid Jews from praying on the site, but there has been a growing movement in recent years of Jews who support worship there.
The annual march commemorates "Jerusalem Day," which marks Israel's capture of east Jerusalem, including the Old City and its holy sites sacred to Jews, Christians and Muslims, in the 1967 Mideast war. 
Israel considers all of Jerusalem to be its capital, but its annexation of east Jerusalem is not internationally recognized. The Palestinians, who seek east Jerusalem as the capital of a future state, see the march as a provocation. 

    


Just before the march began, crowds scuffled with police and threw plastic bottles at a journalist wearing a vest with the word PRESS emblazoned on it. Police said they arrested 18 marchers "on suspicion of violent crimes, assault and threats and disorderly conduct."
Police said they deployed 3,000 security personnel to ensure calm and were seen arresting several Palestinian men before the march got underway, leading them away with their hands bound behind their backs.
Ben-Gvir said the march sent a message to Hamas.
"We are delivering a message from here to Hamas: Jerusalem is ours. Damascus Gate is ours," he told marchers at the start of the rally. "And with God's help total victory is ours," Ben-Gvir said, referring to the war in Gaza, which he has demanded that Israel continue until Hamas is defeated. 
Commenting on the march, Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh said "our people will not rest until the occupation is gone and an independent Palestinian state is established, with Jerusalem as its capital."

    


The march was taking place as tensions over the Israel-Hamas war in Gaza are high. The war began with Hamas' Oct. 7 attack into southern Israel, in which militants killed some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and abducted around 250 hostages. Israel responded with a massive offensive that has killed over 36,000 Palestinians, according to local health officials, displaced most of the territory's population and caused widespread destruction.
The United States has thrown its weight behind a phased cease-fire and hostage release outlined by President Joe Biden last week. But Israel says it won't end the war without destroying Hamas, while the militant group is demanding a lasting cease-fire and the full withdrawal of Israeli forces. 
___
Follow AP's war coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/israel-palestinians-hamas-war-news-06-05-2024-1b54d6df460f681a550833888bc55581
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In France, D-Day evokes both the joys of liberation and the pain of Normandy's 20,000 civilian dead
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    [image: FILE - U.S. soldiers stand on the remains of a house as they inspect damage in Carentan, in the Normandy region of France, June 15, 1944. The 80th anniversary this week of D-Day is a mixed bag of emotions for French survivors of the Battle of Normandy. They remain eternally grateful for their liberation from Nazi occupation in World War II but cannot forget its steep cost in French lives. (AP Photo/Peter Carroll, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 11 | FILE - U.S. soldiers stand on the remains of a house as they inspect damage in Carentan, in the Normandy region of France, June 15, 1944. The 80th anniversary this week of D-Day is a mixed bag of emotions for French survivors of the Battle of Normandy. They remain eternally grateful for their liberation from Nazi occupation in World War II but cannot forget its steep cost in French lives. (AP Photo/Peter Carroll, File)
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[image: Brigitte Macron, wife of French President Emmanuel Macron, meets a 104-year-old woman who experienced the WW II bombings during a ceremony in tribute to the civilian victims of World War II, ahead of celebrations for the 80th anniversary of D-Day landing in Normandy, in Saint-Lo, Wednesday, June 5 2024. (Christophe Petit Tesson, Pool via AP)]
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[image: FILE - Wounded American soldiers, most of them victims of German snipers, are loaded onto a truck for transport to a field hospital behind the front lines, in St. Mere Eglise, June 11, 1944. Some 20,000 Normandy civilians were killed in the June 6, 1944, Allied invasion and as the landing forces fought inland. Young soldiers from the United States and other Allied nations are remembered for their exploits, kindness and sacrifices. (AP Photo/Peter J. Carroll, File)]
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[image: FILE - A British tank makes its way along a street, with the battle still in progress, as the city is still fringed with Nazi guns which continually lob shells into the street, in St. Lo, Normandy, France on June 20, 1944. (AP Photo, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 11 | FILE - A British tank makes its way along a street, with the battle still in progress, as the city is still fringed with Nazi guns which continually lob shells into the street, in St. Lo, Normandy, France on June 20, 1944. (AP Photo, File)
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[image: FILE - Rouen, one of the most scarred cities in France, is seen after being completely freed from the Nazis, on Sept. 1, 1944. In the days following the allied landings in Normandy, Rouen was subjected to heavy air attacks due to the fact that it is the last point at which the Seine has been bridged. In addition to this damage, before leaving the city, the Germans sacked many buildings. (AP Photo, File)]
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[image: FILE - A scene of some of the fiercest fighting in the Normandy campaign is seen in St. Lo, France on August 29, 1944. (AP Photo, File)]
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[image: FILE - A view of the town hall of Cherbourg, France, on June 28, 1944, during the ceremony held immediately after the Americans had entered the town. At this ceremony the Normandy port was turned back to the French by the Americans. (AP Photo, File)]
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Men of an airborne unit use a German half-track motor-cycle to carry their ammunition and supplies in the Carentan area of Normandy on June 17, 1944. (AP Photo, File)]
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[image: FILE - British Royal Engineers break down concrete emplacements of the German West Wall in Port en Bassin in France on June 22, 1944. Port en Bassin was the first port to be captured in Normandy after the Allied landing, on June 6, 1944. (AP Photo, File)]
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[image: FILE - British troops and vehicles passing inland through a village in Normandy linemen are busy laying down communication cables while British, Canadian and U.S. Armour passes them en route for the frontline, on June 13, 1944. (AP Photo, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 11 | FILE - British troops and vehicles passing inland through a village in Normandy linemen are busy laying down communication cables while British, Canadian and U.S. Armour passes them en route for the frontline, on June 13, 1944. (AP Photo, File)
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[image: FILE - British Commandos pass through the streets of a town near Caen, in Normandy, France, on June 6, 1944. Following the initial landings on the French coast, Allied troops at once began to push inland. Passing through Normandy villages they were given warm welcome by the inhabitants. (AP Photo, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 11 | FILE - British Commandos pass through the streets of a town near Caen, in Normandy, France, on June 6, 1944. Following the initial landings on the French coast, Allied troops at once began to push inland. Passing through Normandy villages they were given warm welcome by the inhabitants. (AP Photo, File)
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        In France, D-Day evokes both the joys of liberation and the pain of Normandy's 20,000 civilian dead

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - U.S. soldiers stand on the remains of a house as they inspect damage in Carentan, in the Normandy region of France, June 15, 1944. The 80th anniversary this week of D-Day is a mixed bag of emotions for French survivors of the Battle of Normandy. They remain eternally grateful for their liberation from Nazi occupation in World War II but cannot forget its steep cost in French lives. (AP Photo/Peter Carroll, File)]
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FILE - U.S. soldiers stand on the remains of a house as they inspect damage in Carentan, in the Normandy region of France, June 15, 1944. The 80th anniversary this week of D-Day is a mixed bag of emotions for French survivors of the Battle of Normandy. They remain eternally grateful for their liberation from Nazi occupation in World War II but cannot forget its steep cost in French lives. (AP Photo/Peter Carroll, File)
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[image: Brigitte Macron, wife of French President Emmanuel Macron, meets a 104-year-old woman who experienced the WW II bombings during a ceremony in tribute to the civilian victims of World War II, ahead of celebrations for the 80th anniversary of D-Day landing in Normandy, in Saint-Lo, Wednesday, June 5 2024. (Christophe Petit Tesson, Pool via AP)]
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Brigitte Macron, wife of French President Emmanuel Macron, meets a 104-year-old woman who experienced the WW II bombings during a ceremony in tribute to the civilian victims of World War II, ahead of celebrations for the 80th anniversary of D-Day landing in Normandy, in Saint-Lo, Wednesday, June 5 2024. (Christophe Petit Tesson, Pool via AP)
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[image: FILE - Wounded American soldiers, most of them victims of German snipers, are loaded onto a truck for transport to a field hospital behind the front lines, in St. Mere Eglise, June 11, 1944. Some 20,000 Normandy civilians were killed in the June 6, 1944, Allied invasion and as the landing forces fought inland. Young soldiers from the United States and other Allied nations are remembered for their exploits, kindness and sacrifices. (AP Photo/Peter J. Carroll, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 11 | FILE - Wounded American soldiers, most of them victims of German snipers, are loaded onto a truck for transport to a field hospital behind the front lines, in St. Mere Eglise, June 11, 1944. Some 20,000 Normandy civilians were killed in the June 6, 1944, Allied invasion and as the landing forces fought inland. Young soldiers from the United States and other Allied nations are remembered for their exploits, kindness and sacrifices. (AP Photo/Peter J. Carroll, File)
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FILE - Wounded American soldiers, most of them victims of German snipers, are loaded onto a truck for transport to a field hospital behind the front lines, in St. Mere Eglise, June 11, 1944. Some 20,000 Normandy civilians were killed in the June 6, 1944, Allied invasion and as the landing forces fought inland. Young soldiers from the United States and other Allied nations are remembered for their exploits, kindness and sacrifices. (AP Photo/Peter J. Carroll, File)
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[image: FILE - A British tank makes its way along a street, with the battle still in progress, as the city is still fringed with Nazi guns which continually lob shells into the street, in St. Lo, Normandy, France on June 20, 1944. (AP Photo, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 11 | FILE - A British tank makes its way along a street, with the battle still in progress, as the city is still fringed with Nazi guns which continually lob shells into the street, in St. Lo, Normandy, France on June 20, 1944. (AP Photo, File)
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FILE - A British tank makes its way along a street, with the battle still in progress, as the city is still fringed with Nazi guns which continually lob shells into the street, in St. Lo, Normandy, France on June 20, 1944. (AP Photo, File)
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[image: FILE - Rouen, one of the most scarred cities in France, is seen after being completely freed from the Nazis, on Sept. 1, 1944. In the days following the allied landings in Normandy, Rouen was subjected to heavy air attacks due to the fact that it is the last point at which the Seine has been bridged. In addition to this damage, before leaving the city, the Germans sacked many buildings. (AP Photo, File)]
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FILE - Rouen, one of the most scarred cities in France, is seen after being completely freed from the Nazis, on Sept. 1, 1944. In the days following the allied landings in Normandy, Rouen was subjected to heavy air attacks due to the fact that it is the last point at which the Seine has been bridged. In addition to this damage, before leaving the city, the Germans sacked many buildings. (AP Photo, File)
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[image: FILE - A scene of some of the fiercest fighting in the Normandy campaign is seen in St. Lo, France on August 29, 1944. (AP Photo, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 11 | FILE - A scene of some of the fiercest fighting in the Normandy campaign is seen in St. Lo, France on August 29, 1944. (AP Photo, File)
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FILE - A scene of some of the fiercest fighting in the Normandy campaign is seen in St. Lo, France on August 29, 1944. (AP Photo, File)
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[image: FILE - A view of the town hall of Cherbourg, France, on June 28, 1944, during the ceremony held immediately after the Americans had entered the town. At this ceremony the Normandy port was turned back to the French by the Americans. (AP Photo, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 11 | FILE - A view of the town hall of Cherbourg, France, on June 28, 1944, during the ceremony held immediately after the Americans had entered the town. At this ceremony the Normandy port was turned back to the French by the Americans. (AP Photo, File)
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FILE - A view of the town hall of Cherbourg, France, on June 28, 1944, during the ceremony held immediately after the Americans had entered the town. At this ceremony the Normandy port was turned back to the French by the Americans. (AP Photo, File)
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[image: FILE - Men of an airborne unit use a German half-track motor-cycle to carry their ammunition and supplies in the Carentan area of Normandy on June 17, 1944. (AP Photo, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 11 | FILE - Men of an airborne unit use a German half-track motor-cycle to carry their ammunition and supplies in the Carentan area of Normandy on June 17, 1944. (AP Photo, File)
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FILE - Men of an airborne unit use a German half-track motor-cycle to carry their ammunition and supplies in the Carentan area of Normandy on June 17, 1944. (AP Photo, File)
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[image: FILE - British Royal Engineers break down concrete emplacements of the German West Wall in Port en Bassin in France on June 22, 1944. Port en Bassin was the first port to be captured in Normandy after the Allied landing, on June 6, 1944. (AP Photo, File)]
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[image: FILE - British troops and vehicles passing inland through a village in Normandy linemen are busy laying down communication cables while British, Canadian and U.S. Armour passes them en route for the frontline, on June 13, 1944. (AP Photo, File)]
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[image: FILE - British Commandos pass through the streets of a town near Caen, in Normandy, France, on June 6, 1944. Following the initial landings on the French coast, Allied troops at once began to push inland. Passing through Normandy villages they were given warm welcome by the inhabitants. (AP Photo, File)]
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                                        CARENTAN-LES-MARAIS, France (AP) -- Shortly after D-Day in 1944, the American soldiers heading out to more fighting against Adolf Hitler's forces couldn't help but notice the hungry French boy by the side of the road, hoping for handouts.
One by one, the men fished fragrant, brightly-colored spheres from their pockets and deposited them in Yves Marchais' hands. The 6-year-old boy had never seen the strange fruits before, growing up in Nazi-occupied France, where food was rationed and terror was everywhere.
Thrilled with his bounty, the young Marchais counted them all -- 35 -- and dashed home for his first taste of oranges.
But also seared into survivors' memories in Normandy are massive Allied bombing raids that pulverized towns, villages and the cities of Caen, Rouen and Le Havre, burying victims and turning skies fire-red. 
The 80th anniversary this week of the June 6, 1944, Allied invasion on D-Day that punched through Hitler's western defenses and helped precipitate Nazi Germany's surrender 11 months later brings mixed emotions for French survivors of the Battle of Normandy. They remain eternally grateful for their liberation but cannot forget its steep cost in French lives.

    


Marchais remembers his family's house in Carentan, Normandy, shaking during bombardments that sounded "like thunder" and how his mother stunned him by gulping down a bottle of strong Normandy cider when they were sheltering in their basement, declaring as she finished it: "That's another one that the Germans won't drink!" 




"The Americans, for us, were gods," Marchais, now 86, recalled. "Whatever they do in the world, they will always be gods to me."
RUINED NORMANDY TOWNS COUNT THEIR DEAD

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Some 20,000 Normandy civilians were killed in the invasion and as Allied forces fought their way inland, sometimes field-by-field through the leafy Normandy countryside that helped conceal German defenders. Only in late August of 1944 did they reach Paris. 

    


Allied casualties in the Normandy campaign were also appalling, with 73,000 troops killed and 153,000 wounded.
Allied bombing was aimed at stopping Hitler from sending reinforcements and at prying his troops out of the "Atlantic Wall" of coastal defenses and other strongpoints that German occupation forces had built with forced labor. 
The list of Normandy towns left ruined and counting their dead grew with the Allied advances: Argentan, Aunay-sur-Odon, Conde-sur-Noireau, Coutances, Falaise, Flers, Lisieux, Vimoutiers, Vire and others. Leaflets scattered by Allied planes urged civilians to "LEAVE IMMEDIATELY! YOU DON'T HAVE A MINUTE TO LOSE!" but often missed their targets.
Some Normans were furious. Writing before being liberated, a woman in the bombarded port city of Cherbourg described Allied pilots as "bandits and assassins" in a June 4, 1944, letter to her husband who was being held prisoner in Germany. 
"My dear Henri, it's shameful to massacre the civilian population as the supposed Allies are doing," reads the letter, which historians Michel Boivin and Bernard Garnier published in their 1994 study of civilian victims in Normandy's Manche region. 

    


"We are in danger everywhere." 
NORMAN LOSSES 'SWEPT UNDER THE CARPET' 

French President Emmanuel Macron paid homage to civilian victims in commemorations on Wednesday in Saint-Lo, recalling how the Normandy town became emblematic of losses from Allied bombing when it was razed on June 6 and 7, 1944. The death toll was 352, according to Boivin and Garnier's study. Playwright Samuel Beckett dubbed Saint-Lo "The Capital of the Ruins" after working there with the Irish Red Cross.
Macron said Saint-Lo was "a necessary target" because Allied bombers were aiming to prevent German reinforcements from reaching the invasion beaches and described it as "a martyred town sacrificed to liberate France." 

    
    80 YEARS SINCE THE D-DAY LANDINGS

	How the day unfolded: The Allied invasion of Nazi-occupied France was unprecedented in scale and audacity, using the largest-ever armada of ships, troops, planes and vehicles to change the course of World War II.
	AP was there: On D-Day, The Associated Press had reporters, artists and photographers in the air, on the choppy waters of the English Channel, in London, and at departure ports and airfields to cover the Allied assault in Normandy.
	Live: Follow AP's live coverage of memorials and vigils around the world, including a candle-lit vigil held at Bayeux War Cemetery, where 4,600 graves of World War II military victims will be illuminated. England's King Charles III and U.S. President Joe Biden are among those expected to attend.



    


Those killed in Saint-Lo included Marguerite Lecarpentier's older brother, Henri. She was 6 at the time. Henri was 19 and he'd been helping another man pull a teenage girl out from under debris when the town was bombarded again. All three were killed. Marguerite's father later identified her brother's body "because of his shoes, which were new," she said. 

    


When her family subsequently fled Saint-Lo, they crossed through what was left of the town.
"It was terrible because there was rubble everywhere," Lecarpentier recalled. Her mother waved a white handkerchief as they walked, "because the planes were constantly flying overhead" and "so we'd be recognized as civilians."
Still, Lecarpentier speaks without rancor of Allied bombing. "It was the price to pay," she said. 
"It can't have been easy," she added. "When one thinks that they landed on June 6 and that Saint-Lo was only liberated on July 18 and they lost enormous numbers of soldiers." 
University of Caen historian Francoise Passera, co-author of "The Normans in the War: The Time of Trials, 1939-1945," says Normandy's civilian casualties were overshadowed for decades by the exploits of Allied soldiers in combat and their sacrifices. 

    


Although towns held remembrances locally, she noted that it wasn't until 2014 that a French president -- Macron's predecessor, Francois Hollande -- paid national homage to Normandy's civilian dead. 
Until then, because France had been bombed by its liberators, "this was not a subject that could be raised very easily by French authorities," Passera said. 
"Civilian victims were swept under the carpet somewhat to not offend the Americans," she said. "And to not offend the British." 
But for Normans, D-Day and its aftermath were "a bit of a confusion of feelings," she said. "We cried with joy because we were freed, but we also cried because the dead were all around us." 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/dday-wwii-civilians-france-germany-military-normandy-72c0afc51a8a76222e510771a2474563
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Spare a thought for weather watcher Maureen Sweeney who made the right call for D-Day
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    [image: This image taken from family video in June 2015, shows Maureen Sweeney. Sweeney was a postal clerk at Blacksod Point on the northwest coast of Ireland, where one of her duties was to record data that fed into weather forecasts for the British Isles. In early June 1944, Sweeney sent a series of readings that helped persuade Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower, the supreme commander of Allied forces in Europe, to delay D-Day and avoid potentially disastrous weather that could have wrecked the landings. She didn't learn of her role in history for more than 10 years. (Fergus Sweeney/Family Handout via AP)]
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                                        VER-SUR MER, France (AP) -- Along with the generals and the paratroopers, the pilots and the infantrymen, spare a thought for the young Irish woman who may have played the most important role of all in making the D-Day landings a success.
Maureen Sweeney was a postal clerk at Blacksod Point on the northwest coast of Ireland, where one of her duties was to record data that fed into weather forecasts for the British Isles.
In early June 1944, Sweeney sent a series of readings that helped persuade Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower, the supreme commander of Allied forces in Europe, to delay D-Day and avoid potentially disastrous weather that could have wrecked the landings. She didn't learn of her role in history for more than 10 years.
"It's something to remember for a lifetime," Sweeney told her grandson in an interview filmed before she died last December. "It's the only time they ever noticed our forecasts. The one that counted. And set the world alight."

    


As D-Day loomed, Eisenhower faced a dilemma.
Almost 160,000 troops had gathered on the south coast of England in preparation for the long-awaited invasion that was scheduled for the early hours of June 5. The ships that would deliver them to the beaches were already warming up their engines. And 12,000 aircraft were ready to pound the Nazi defenses and provide air cover for the landings.




But the success of Operation Overlord depended as much on the elements as military might.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

D-Day had been set for June 5 because it offered the right combination of low tides, full moon and, Eisenhower hoped, good weather to give Allied forces the best chance of smashing through the Nazi's "Atlantic Wall" with a minimum of casualties.
As the appointed hour approached, however, Allied meteorologists were still arguing about the weather.
While U.S. Army Air Force experts forecast that good weather would continue, Britain's Meteorological Office predicted high winds that could swamp landing craft and thick cloud cover that would hamper air operations.

    


Relying on readings Sweeney took at Blacksod Point, the Allies' chief meteorologist, a Scot named James Martin Stagg, finally told Allied commanders that the weather would be unfavorable on June 5.
Eisenhower delayed the landings.
"It was the weather that worried the Supreme Commander most," author John Ross wrote in his book "The Forecast for D-Day," published in 2014.
"If he gave the word to 'go,' and the weather turned sour, the lives of thousands of men and massive amounts of equipment and supplies would be lost," Ross added. "Worse yet, the Germans would have learned beyond any doubt where the Allies planned to invade," eliminating the advantage of surprise.
Operating in an era before Doppler radar and high-speed super computers, Allied meteorologists had to rely on hand-drawn maps, historical data, and spotty weather observations to put together their forecasts.
That's why Blacksod Point, about 500 miles (800 kilometers) from Normandy on the extreme northwestern edge of Ireland, was so important.

    


While Ireland had been an independent country since 1922 and remained neutral throughout the war, it continued to share weather readings with Britain's Met Office, which used the data to produce forecasts needed by Irish farmers and fishermen. But after war broke out, British authorities asked for the readings to be taken every hour, instead of every six hours.
Sweeney was on the midnight to 4 a.m. shift on June 3, her 21st birthday, when she recorded a drop in the barometric pressure. She telegraphed the readings to Dublin, which sent them on to London, then didn't think much more about it.
But a few hours later, the phone rang and a "squeaky voiced Englishwoman" asked whether the readings were correct. She read off the data and hung up, only to get two more calls seeking confirmation of her readings.
For Stagg, the data from Blacksod confirmed his forecast that a low pressure system would move in from the Atlantic, bringing high winds and thick clouds to the Normandy coast on the night of June 4 and into June 5.

    


But Sweeney still had another part to play in D-Day.
At 1 p.m. on June 4, she recorded a slight increase in barometric pressure.
That helped Stagg forecast another change in the weather, and later that day, he told Eisenhower that he expected the winds to die down and the clouds to abate in time for a landing on June 6.
The invasion was a go.
"Well, Stagg, we're putting it back on again," Eisenhower told his chief forecaster, according to Stagg's book, "Forecast for Overlord," Ross said. "For heaven's sake, hold the weather to what you've told us and don't bring us any more bad news."
Sweeney didn't learn about the part she played in history until 1956, when Ireland's meteorological service gave her a copy of the data that informed the D-Day weather forecasts, her grandson, Fergus Sweeney, said in an interview with The Associated Press.

    


She died on Dec. 17 at a nursing home near Blacksod. She was 100.
"I think she she would be very proud that she did her job diligently that night because of what followed, and I think she would maybe try and remind us all that if we don't stop the madness, we could be back at another Normandy," Fergus Sweeney said.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/d-day-weather-80th-anniversary-blacksod-point-f2db408d2436c21145e7a606594a5214
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A court ruled embryos are children. These Christian couples agree yet wrestle with IVF choices

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Sam Earle, left, and his wife, Tori, pose with their daughter, Novalie, outside the Heritage Baptist Church Tuesday, May 7, 2024, in Lakeland, Fla. Novalie was born through an embryo adoption. ]


    

    
        
            
                    Sam Earle, left, and his wife, Tori, pose with their daughter, Novalie, outside the Heritage Baptist Church May 7, 2024, in Lakeland, Fla. Novalie was born through an embryo adoption. (AP Photo/Mike Carlson)
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            Christian couples wrestle with in vitro fertilization

        
        
            When faced with infertility, Christians who believe life begins at or around conception must wrestle with weighty questions: How do you build a family in a way that conforms with your beliefs? Is in vitro fertilization an ethical option, especially if it creates more embryos than a couple can use?
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[image: Sam Earle, left, and his wife, Tori, watch their daughter, Novalie, swing in their backyard Tuesday, May 7, 2024, in Lakeland, Fla. Novalie was born through an embryo adoption. ]
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[image: Sam Earle, left, poses with his wife, Tori, and their daughter, Novalie, outside their home Tuesday, May 7, 2024, in Lakeland, Fla. Novalie was born through an embryo adoption. Tori views pregnancy with a donated embryo as nurturing ]
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[image: Sam Earle, left, and his wife, Tori, hold their daughter, Novalie, in her room at home Tuesday, May 7, 2024, in Lakeland, Fla. Novalie was born through an embryo adoption. (AP Photo/Mike Carlson)]
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[image: Sam Earle lifts his daughter, Novalie, while his wife, Tori, watches outside the Heritage Baptist Church Tuesday, May 7, 2024, in Lakeland, Fla. Novalie was born through an embryo adoption. (AP Photo/Mike Carlson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 11 | Sam Earle lifts his daughter, Novalie, while his wife, Tori, watches outside the Heritage Baptist Church Tuesday, May 7, 2024, in Lakeland, Fla. Novalie was born through an embryo adoption. (AP Photo/Mike Carlson)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 11
Sam Earle lifts his daughter, Novalie, while his wife, Tori, watches outside the Heritage Baptist Church Tuesday, May 7, 2024, in Lakeland, Fla. Novalie was born through an embryo adoption. (AP Photo/Mike Carlson)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Amanda Visser holds her embryo-adopted six-month-old sons Collin and Jackson at her home, Monday, May 13, 2024, in Sterling, Colorado. When faced with infertility, Christians who believe life begins at or around conception wrestle with the ethics of IVF and how to build a family in a way that conforms with their beliefs. (AP Photo/Jack Dempsey)]
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[image: Fourteen-year-old Abby Visser holds her embryo-adopted brother and Amanda Visser holds her embryo-adopted six-month-old son at their home, Monday, May 13, 2024, in Sterling, Colorado. When faced with infertility, Christians who believe life begins at or around conception wrestle with the ethics of IVF and how to build a family in a way that conforms with their beliefs. (AP Photo/Jack Dempsey)]
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[image: Amanda and Ryan Visser hold their embryo-adopted six-month-old sons Collin and Jackson while showing a photo of the fertilized embryos at their home, Monday, May 13, 2024, in Sterling, Colorado. When faced with infertility, Christians who believe life begins at or around conception wrestle with the ethics of IVF and how to build a family in a way that conforms with their beliefs. (AP Photo/Jack Dempsey)]
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[image: Amanda Visser homeschools her adopted eight-year-old son Elliott in their home, Monday, May 13, 2024, in Sterling, Colorado. (AP Photo/Jack Dempsey)]
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Amanda Visser homeschools her adopted eight-year-old son Elliott in their home, Monday, May 13, 2024, in Sterling, Colorado. (AP Photo/Jack Dempsey)
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[image: Fourteen-year-old Abby Visser and eleven-year-old William Visser hold their embryo-adopted six-month-old brothers Collin and Jackson at the piano in their home, Monday, May 13, 2024, in Sterling, Colorado. When faced with infertility, Christians who believe life begins at or around conception wrestle with the ethics of IVF and how to build a family in a way that conforms with their beliefs. (AP Photo/Jack Dempsey)]
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[image: Eleven-year-old adopted William Visser hugs his grandfather Kelly Monday, May 13, 2024, in Sterling, Colorado. (AP Photo/Jack Dempsey)]
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Eleven-year-old adopted William Visser hugs his grandfather Kelly Monday, May 13, 2024, in Sterling, Colorado. (AP Photo/Jack Dempsey)
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                                        When faced with infertility, Amanda and Jeff Walker had a baby through in vitro fertilization but were left with extra embryos -- and questions. Tori and Sam Earle "adopted" an embryo frozen 20 years earlier by another couple. Matthew Eppinette and his wife chose to forgo IVF out of ethical concerns and have no children of their own.
All are guided by a strong Christian faith and believe life begins at or around conception. And all have wrestled with the same weighty questions: How do you build a family in a way that conforms with your beliefs? Is IVF an ethical option, especially if it creates more embryos than a couple can use?
"We live in a world that tries to be black and white on the subject," Tori Earle said. "It's not a black-and-white issue."
The dilemma reflects the age-old friction between faith and science at the heart of the recent IVF controversy in Alabama, where the state Supreme Court ruled that frozen embryos have the legal status of children.

    


The ruling -- which decided a lawsuit about embryos that were accidentally destroyed -- caused large clinics to pause IVF services, sparking a backlash. State leaders devised a temporary solution that shielded clinics from liability but didn't address the legal status of embryos created in IVF labs. Concerns about IVF's future prompted U.S. senators from both parties to propose bills aiming to protect IVF nationwide.




Laurie Zoloth, a professor of religion and ethics at the University of Chicago, said arguments about this modern medical procedure touch on two ideas fundamental to the founding of American democracy: freedom of religion and who counts as a full person.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"People have different ideas of what counts as a human being. Where to draw the line?" said Zoloth, who is Jewish. "And it's not a political question. It's really a religious question."
For many evangelicals and other Christians, IVF can be problematic, and some call for more regulation and education. The process is "inherently unnatural," and there are significant concerns relating to "the dignity of human embryos," said Jason Thacker, a Christian ethicist who directs a research institute at the Southern Baptist Convention. 

    


"I'm both pro-family and pro-life," he said. "But just because we can do something, it doesn't mean we should."
THE PROMISE AND PERILS OF IVF
Kelly and Alex Pelsor of Indianapolis turned to a fertility specialist after trying to have children naturally for two years. Doctors said her best chance for a baby was through IVF, which accounts for around 2% of births in the U.S.
"I was honestly very scared," said Pelsor, who believes life begins as soon as growth starts after sperm and egg meet. "I didn't know which way to go."
Pelsor and her husband talked and prayed. She began attending a Christian infertility support group called Moms in the Making. She said she started to feel "this inexplicable peace about moving forward with IVF."
Pelsor, 37, underwent a retrieval procedure in March 2021 and got five eggs. Three were able to be fertilized, and two embryos grew to the blastocyst stage and were able to be frozen. One was transferred to her womb in July 2021, and her daughter was born in March 2022. 

    


"I truly believe she's a miracle from God," said Pelsor, who works for a nonprofit that includes a nondenominational church. "She would not be here without IVF."
Pelsor miscarried the other embryo after it was transferred last year. So she never had to personally face the moral quandary of what to do with extras. 
Amanda Walker of Albuquerque, New Mexico, did.
She and her husband turned to IVF after trying unsuccessfully to get pregnant naturally for five years and then having a miscarriage. 
She wound up with 10 embryos. She miscarried five. Three became her children: an 8-year-old daughter and twins that will turn 3 in July.
That left her with two more, which she agonized and prayed about.
She said she often wonders how many other women find themselves in the same position she did after the egg retrieval, "where they're just naive about the process in the beginning," fertilizing too many eggs and then not knowing what to do.

    


"We didn't want to destroy them," said Walker, 42. "We believe that they are children."
CONSIDERING THE ETHICS OF IVF
When Matthew Eppinette, a bioethicist, speaks about IVF, he hears many similar stories. 
Couples tell him, "'Well, we got way into the process, and we had these frozen embryos, and we just never realized that we were going to have to make decisions about this,'" said Eppinette, executive director of the Center for Bioethics and Human Dignity at Trinity International University, an evangelical school based in Illinois.
"There's a large educational component to this, both I think within the church, and maybe even within the medical community, to make sure that people are aware of what all is encompassed in IVF."
Dr. John Storment, a reproductive endocrinologist in Lafayette, Louisiana, said he talks with patients about such issues, and some with similar beliefs about when life begins take steps to minimize or eliminate the risk of extra embryos. For example, doctors can limit the number of eggs they're likely to get by giving less ovary-stimulating medication. Or they can fertilize two or three eggs -- hoping that one embryo grows -- and freeze any other eggs. If a few eggs need to be thawed and fertilized later, he estimated that would cost around $5,000 on top of the usual $15,000 to $25,000 for a round of IVF.

    


Another option is to transfer one or two embryos to the womb immediately without freezing any embryos or eggs. But if that doesn't work, a patient could face another costly egg retrieval.
Thacker said that sort of "fresh" transfer is more ethically permissible than freezing embryos for an uncertain fate, "but I still don't think it's advisable."
Religious scholars say the IVF issue is largely under-explored among evangelical Protestants, who lack the clear position against the procedure taken by the Catholic Church (even if individual Catholics vary in whether they adhere to the church's teachings on reproductive ethics).
Still, Eppinette said most evangelical leaders would advise couples to create only as many embryos as they're going to use and not leave any cryogenically frozen indefinitely. In his own life, Eppinette goes further, saying "my personal conviction is against IVF."
That's why he and his wife weren't willing to try it when they faced infertility in the 1990s and her one pregnancy ended in miscarriage.
ADOPTING EMBRYOS CREATED BY IVF
Some couples and religious leaders find an answer in embryo adoption, a process that treats embryos like children in need of a home. Snowflakes, a division of Nightlight Christian Adoptions, has offered this service to more than 9,000 families since its inception in 1997, with more than 1,170 babies born. Executive Director Elizabeth Button said they got an influx of inquiries after the Alabama ruling.
"We were established for the sole purpose of providing a way for people who have remaining embryos after doing IVF to then be able to gift those to an adoptive family," she said. "Embryos are children waiting to be born."
For the Walkers, Snowflakes offered a perfect chance to support life and help others. They chose an open adoption that allowed them to pick and get to know the family that would be adopting their embryos.
The adopting mom miscarried one embryo but gave birth to a daughter with the other. The two families now touch base weekly. They even plan to vacation together.
Couples on the other side of the adoption arrangement say it's been a good solution for them, too.
The Earles of Lakeland, Florida, learned about Snowflakes through an adoption agent they were referred to by a fellow church member. They had struggled with infertility for years and were considering traditional adoption. IVF wasn't an option because of concerns about leftover embryos.
"We're believers," said Tori, 30, who belongs to a Baptist church where her dad once was pastor. "So we just prayed about it, and we asked the Lord to just kind of guide us."
The idea of embryo adoption resonated. They see embryos as lives in need of a place to grow, and Tori wanted to be pregnant. They adopted 13 that had been frozen for 20 years by another couple. One became their daughter Novalie, born last April. They have 11 more embryos -- one didn't survive -- and hope to have another three or four children, knowing that not every embryo grows into a baby.
"God can use everything to His glory," said Sam Earle, 30. "There's certainly an aspect that you consider with IVF: the ethics of freezing more embryos than you need. ... But for families who struggle with infertility, it's a beautiful opportunity."
Tori views pregnancy with a donated embryo as nurturing "what was already established," she said. 
Amanda and Ryan Visser of Sterling, Colorado, feel the same way. When they faced infertility after having a child naturally 14 years ago, they were uncomfortable about IVF. "At some point," Ryan said, "you feel like you're playing God too much."
They fostered and adopted two children, and later heard about Snowflakes on the evangelical podcast "Ask Pastor John." They adopted three embryos, and two became their twin boys, born in October. They plan to use the one they have left or donate it to someone else.
"God creates families in so many ways," said Amanda, 42.
MOVING FORWARD
Caroline Harries isn't sure how she and her husband Colby will ultimately build the family they want. They've never done fertility treatments and aren't pursuing any options right now as Colby undergoes chemotherapy for testicular cancer. But they're open to various ways of becoming parents.
Harries frequently talks with other couples facing infertility as the founder of Moms in the Making, which has 90 groups worldwide. She said she'd never personally tell members pursuing IVF what to do with extra embryos, but "as an organization, we would recommend, hands down, not to discard them or to donate them to science."
She said the recent IVF controversy in Alabama raised important issues. "It adds this level of responsibility for both the clinicians and the patients to think through: OK, what are we going to do with these embryos?" she said. "It maybe even adds this level of awareness to the gravity of the situation that these couples find themselves in."
Other Christians who faced infertility agreed, and several said they support the Alabama court deeming embryos "extrauterine children." When Amanda Walker heard about it, she said, "my heart was jumping because that's my belief." Amanda Visser said she hopes it "paves the way for more states to consider the dignity of human embryos."
Still, no couples said IVF should be stopped, although some wondered whether more regulation or education is needed.
But Matthew Lee Anderson, an assistant professor of ethics and theology at Baylor University who wrote an argument against IVF, said tighter controls seem unlikely after the Alabama decision.
"There's going to be no path toward providing accountability for fertility clinics because any effort to talk about the need for regulation or oversight is going to be viewed as an attempt to shut in-vitro fertilization down," Anderson said.
He said the anti-abortion movement hasn't done enough to deal with the political implications of the idea that human rights are conferred at conception.
Zoloth, the Chicago scholar, said the loss of IVF would be huge and "really unfair" if it "was only because of a religious argument held only by one section of the population."
Even among Christians who see embryos as treasured lives, religious experts say there's a wide spectrum of complicated views on IVF. Kelly Pelsor, for one, doesn't want to see it threatened anywhere.
"When clinics started pausing their services and it looked uncertain for a moment, it broke my heart," Pelsor said. "I am continuing to pray for a way forward that IVF access would remain open to families -- and anything is possible."
___
Ungar reported from Louisville, Kentucky; Stanley from Washington, DC. Religion writer Peter Smith contributed from Pittsburgh.
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. AP religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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    [image: President Joe Biden leaves Air Force One after arriving at Orly airport, south of Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Biden is in France to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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[image: President Joe Biden is welcomed by France's Prime Minister Gabriel Attal, left, after arriving at Orly airport, south of Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Biden is in France to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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[image: President Joe Biden disembarks Air Force One, Wednesday, June 5, 2024 at Orly airport, south of Paris. President Joe Biden will mark the 80th anniversary of the D-Day invasion in France this week as he tries to demonstrate steadfast support for European security. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)]
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[image: President Joe Biden arrives Wednesday, June 5, 2024 at Orly airport, south of Paris. President Joe Biden will mark the 80th anniversary of the D-Day invasion in France this week as he tries to demonstrate steadfast support for European security. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)]
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[image: President Joe Biden boards Air Force One for a trip to France to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, in Andrews Air Force Base, Md. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: President Joe Biden is greeted by Col. Gregory Adams, Commander of the 89th Operations Group, as he arrives to board Air Force One for a trip to France to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, in Andrews Air Force Base, Md. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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[image: President Joe Biden arrives to board Air Force One for a trip to France to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, in Andrews Air Force Base, Md. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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[image: FILE - French President Emmanuel Macron speaks at a news conference at the German government guest house in Meseberg, north of Berlin, Germany, May 28, 2024. A group that monitors for misinformation found deep problems when it tested the most popular artificial intelligence voice-cloning tools and asked them to create audio of some of the world's leading political figures. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi, File)]
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[image: President Joe Biden disembarks Air Force One, Wednesday, June 5, 2024 at Orly airport, south of Paris. President Joe Biden will mark the 80th anniversary of the D-Day invasion in France this week as he tries to demonstrate steadfast support for European security. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)]
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[image: President Joe Biden boards Air Force One for a trip to France to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, in Andrews Air Force Base, Md. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: President Joe Biden is greeted by Col. Gregory Adams, Commander of the 89th Operations Group, as he arrives to board Air Force One for a trip to France to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, in Andrews Air Force Base, Md. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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[image: President Joe Biden arrives to board Air Force One for a trip to France to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, in Andrews Air Force Base, Md. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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[image: FILE - French President Emmanuel Macron speaks at a news conference at the German government guest house in Meseberg, north of Berlin, Germany, May 28, 2024. A group that monitors for misinformation found deep problems when it tested the most popular artificial intelligence voice-cloning tools and asked them to create audio of some of the world's leading political figures. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi, File)]
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- United States President Joe Biden will mark the 80th anniversary of the D-Day invasion in France this week as he tries to demonstrate steadfast support for European security at a time when some allies fear Donald Trump threatens to upend American commitments if he wins another term in the White House. 
The trip comes as the deadliest fighting on the continent since World War II continues in Ukraine and allied countries struggle to find ways to turn the tide against Russia, which has recently gained ground on the battlefield. It is also set against deepening cracks between the U.S. and many European allies over how to manage the ongoing Israel-Hamas war in Gaza. 
Biden arrived in Paris on Wednesday morning, and he was welcomed by French officials and an honor guard. On Thursday, he'll visit hallowed ground near the beaches of Normandy, where rows of bone-white headstones mark the graves of U.S. soldiers who died to bring an end to World War II. He'll also speak on Friday at Pointe du Hoc, a spot on the French coast where Army Rangers scaled seaside cliffs to overcome Nazi defenses. 

    


White House National Security adviser Jake Sullivan said aboard Air Force One on the way to France that Biden will stress how the men on those cliffs "put the country ahead of themselves" and detail "the dangers of isolationism, and how, if we bow to dictators and fail to stand up to them, they keep going and ultimately America and the world pays a greater price."




"Eighty years later, we see dictators once again attempting to challenge the order, attempting to march in Europe," Sullivan said, "and that freedom-loving nations need to rally to stand against that, as we have."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

He also said Biden would be meeting with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy in France to discuss "how we can continue and deepen our support for Ukraine."
On Saturday, Biden, along with his wife Jill, will be honored by French President Emmanuel Macron with a state visit, including a military parade in Paris and a banquet at the Elysee Palace, as well as business sessions where the leaders are to discuss strengthening their alliance, trade, and security cooperation for the upcoming Olympic games.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Biden will mark D-Day anniversary in France as Western alliances face threats at home and abroad
    

    
    
    Speaking to reporters on Air Force One, National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan says on Friday, President Joe Biden will be at Normandy, where rows of headstones mark the graves of U.S. soldiers who stormed the beaches.

    


    


The two leaders also are expected to discuss the Middle East. Biden has invested geopolitical capital in brokering a ceasefire to the Israel-Hamas war that would see the release of hostages, even as he has maintained his staunch support for Israel and resisted European efforts to recognize a Palestinian state or investigate Israel over its handling of the war. 
Biden, a Democrat, is scheduled to return to the United States on Sunday, but before he leaves France he's expected to stop at a cemetery where American soldiers who died in World War I are buried. Trump, a Republican, skipped plans to visit the same site during a 2018 trip to France, a decision that the White House blamed on weather at the time.
However, subsequent reporting found that Trump told aides he didn't want to go because he viewed the dead soldiers as "suckers" and "losers." He has denied the comments, which Biden referenced during a fundraiser in Greenwich, Conn., on Monday.

    


"This guy does not deserve to be president," Biden said. 
Although foreign trips are ostensibly nonpartisan, Biden left no doubt that he sees a political connection between the D-Day anniversary and the election. The president described the invasion as "one of the most important moments in the history of defense of freedom and democracy."
"I want to say as clearly as I can," he added. "Democracy is literally on the ballot this year." 
Biden's trip to France will be followed by another to Italy later this month for the annual Group of Seven summit, a rare doubleheader of international diplomacy in the middle of the presidential election season. Biden will skip a subsequent gathering in Switzerland, where leaders will be focused on the war in Ukraine, to attend a campaign fundraiser in Los Angeles with Hollywood stars. Vice President Kamala Harris will represent the United States instead.

    


Biden's travels, plus the North Atlantic Treaty Organization summit in Washington next month, aim to embody a vision of global American leadership that's central to his political identity but faces renewed threat from Trump. 
Although the two presidents are from the same generation -- Biden, 81, was born one and a half years before D-Day; Trump, 77, was born two years after the invasion -- they developed divergent views on Europe and American alliances over the years. 
For Biden, U.S. ties to Europe are a cornerstone of stability and a source of strength. For Trump, they're a drain on precious resources, and he's expressed more affinity for autocratic leaders like Russian President Vladimir Putin, whose invasion of Ukraine has upended the continent.
Even before voters decide which vision they prefer, cracks in Biden's foreign policy foundation have emerged. It took months to secure additional military assistance for Ukraine due to GOP resistance, and the delay led to depleted ammunition reserves and Russian advances on the battlefield. 

    


"All that happened with a die-hard Atlanticist and die-hard alliance supporter in the White House," said Charles Kupchan, a Georgetown University professor who previously served as Europe director on President Barack Obama's National Security Council. "Europeans have no option but to ask how reliable the United States can be."
Kupchan noted that "the bipartisan compact behind a steady and robust American internationalism has collapsed."
Given the political complications at home, Kupchan said, Biden should be careful about drawing historical parallels between D-Day and Ukraine while he's in France.
"I'm not sure that he wants to say that this is a moment like 1940 or 1941," he said, especially since Biden has ruled out sending American troops to fight against the Russian invasion. 
Like all of his international engagements, Biden's trip will be shadowed by Trump's potential return to the White House. The presumptive Republican candidate, who last week became the first U.S. president to be convicted of a crime, has pledged to unravel American commitments to allies in Europe.
"It's every conversation. Every conversation is, what will happen?" said Max Bergmann, who leads Europe research at the Center for Strategic and International Studies.
Bergmann, who was in the middle of a trip around the continent in the days before Biden arrived, said some European officials hope that a second Trump term would be no more damaging than his first, when he failed to follow through on some of his more extreme ideas. But he doubts Trump will be held in check without moderate members of his administration -- such as former Defense Secretary James Mattis -- who are unlikely to return.
"I'm not reassuring to them," Bergmann said. 
Rachel Rizzo, a nonresident senior fellow at the Atlantic Council, said there's a "palpable sense of uncertainty" as the United States and Europe wrestle with populist movements that have proven durably popular. 
"This is not an aberration, this is not an accident," she said. "There are real grievances that citizens of both continents have, and they're playing out in support of right-wing parties."
In another complication for Biden, his trip is taking place at the same time that his son, Hunter, is standing trial in Delaware. The younger Biden is accused of lying while purchasing a gun by claiming that he was not a drug addict. He has pleaded not guilty. 
The prosecution began presenting its case Tuesday, just days after Trump became the first U.S. president to be convicted of a felony. Trump was found guilty in New York of making illegal hush money payments to an adult film actress who said they had sex. Trump denies the affair. 
Paul Begala, a longtime Democratic strategist, said Biden is probably better off ignoring Trump while he's in France. 
"When you're 81 years old, and three-fourths of the country thinks you're too old, one of the things you have to do is to show strength," he said. "That's what he's got to do over there. He's got to show strength."
___
Associated Press writers Sylvie Corbett in Paris and Fatima Hussein in Greenwich, Connecticut, contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/joe-biden-france-ukraine-896f00db3dcb40e2f165bd7ddecd1347



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Will Biden's new border measures be enough to change voters' minds?

    Will Biden's new border measures be enough to change voters' minds?

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: President Joe Biden leaves after speaking about an executive order in the East Room at the White House in Washington, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. Biden unveiled plans to enact immediate significant restrictions on migrants seeking asylum at the U.S.-Mexico border as the White House tries to neutralize immigration as a political liability ahead of the November elections. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: Sen. Mark Kelly, D-Ariz., front left, and New York Governor Kathy Hochul, center, attend an event in the East Room at the White House in Washington, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. President Joe Biden unveiled plans to enact immediate significant restrictions on migrants seeking asylum at the U.S.-Mexico border as the White House tries to neutralize immigration as a political liability ahead of the November elections. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta)]
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[image: President Joe Biden speaks about an executive order in the East Room at the White House in Washington, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. Biden unveiled plans to enact immediate significant restrictions on migrants seeking asylum at the U.S.-Mexico border as the White House tries to neutralize immigration as a political liability ahead of the November elections. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 6 | President Joe Biden speaks about an executive order in the East Room at the White House in Washington, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. Biden unveiled plans to enact immediate significant restrictions on migrants seeking asylum at the U.S.-Mexico border as the White House tries to neutralize immigration as a political liability ahead of the November elections. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - A woman carries her child after she and other migrants crossed the Rio Grande and entered the U.S. from Mexico, to be processed by U.S. Customs and Border Protection, on Sept. 23, 2023, in Eagle Pass, Texas. President Joe Biden has ordered a halt to asylum processing at the U.S. border with Mexico when arrests for illegal entry top 2,500 a day, which was triggered immediately. (AP Photo/Eric Gay, File)]
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[image: FILE - Men seeking asylum, including Peruvians, line up as they wait to be processed after crossing the border with Mexico nearby, on April 25, 2024, in Boulevard, Calif. President Joe Biden has ordered a halt to asylum processing at the U.S. border with Mexico when arrests for illegal entry top 2,500 a day, which was triggered immediately. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull, File)]
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[image: FILE - People seeking asylum, including a group from Peru, walk behind a Border Patrol agent towards a van to be processed after crossing the border with Mexico nearby, on April 25, 2024, in Boulevard, Calif. President Joe Biden has ordered a halt to asylum processing at the U.S. border with Mexico when arrests for illegal entry top 2,500 a day, which was triggered immediately. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull, File)]
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    [image: President Joe Biden leaves after speaking about an executive order in the East Room at the White House in Washington, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. Biden unveiled plans to enact immediate significant restrictions on migrants seeking asylum at the U.S.-Mexico border as the White House tries to neutralize immigration as a political liability ahead of the November elections. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: Sen. Mark Kelly, D-Ariz., front left, and New York Governor Kathy Hochul, center, attend an event in the East Room at the White House in Washington, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. President Joe Biden unveiled plans to enact immediate significant restrictions on migrants seeking asylum at the U.S.-Mexico border as the White House tries to neutralize immigration as a political liability ahead of the November elections. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta)]
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[image: President Joe Biden speaks about an executive order in the East Room at the White House in Washington, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. Biden unveiled plans to enact immediate significant restrictions on migrants seeking asylum at the U.S.-Mexico border as the White House tries to neutralize immigration as a political liability ahead of the November elections. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta)]
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[image: FILE - A woman carries her child after she and other migrants crossed the Rio Grande and entered the U.S. from Mexico, to be processed by U.S. Customs and Border Protection, on Sept. 23, 2023, in Eagle Pass, Texas. President Joe Biden has ordered a halt to asylum processing at the U.S. border with Mexico when arrests for illegal entry top 2,500 a day, which was triggered immediately. (AP Photo/Eric Gay, File)]
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FILE - A woman carries her child after she and other migrants crossed the Rio Grande and entered the U.S. from Mexico, to be processed by U.S. Customs and Border Protection, on Sept. 23, 2023, in Eagle Pass, Texas. President Joe Biden has ordered a halt to asylum processing at the U.S. border with Mexico when arrests for illegal entry top 2,500 a day, which was triggered immediately. (AP Photo/Eric Gay, File)
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[image: FILE - Men seeking asylum, including Peruvians, line up as they wait to be processed after crossing the border with Mexico nearby, on April 25, 2024, in Boulevard, Calif. President Joe Biden has ordered a halt to asylum processing at the U.S. border with Mexico when arrests for illegal entry top 2,500 a day, which was triggered immediately. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull, File)]
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[image: FILE - People seeking asylum, including a group from Peru, walk behind a Border Patrol agent towards a van to be processed after crossing the border with Mexico nearby, on April 25, 2024, in Boulevard, Calif. President Joe Biden has ordered a halt to asylum processing at the U.S. border with Mexico when arrests for illegal entry top 2,500 a day, which was triggered immediately. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Joe Biden tried to address a major liability for his reelection campaign by taking executive action to significantly restrict asylum at the U.S.-Mexico border.
But it's unclear whether the Democratic president's efforts will be enough to change the minds of voters who have increasingly voiced alarm over the record influx of migrants on his watch. Polls have found immigration and border security to be a top issue this election year and one that has been seized on by former President Donald Trump and his Republican campaign.
Biden has shifted far to the right on immigration since his winning campaign four years ago, when he criticized Trump's immigration priorities and promised he would restore asylum protections. Many Democrats acknowledge Biden now faces a wholly different political reality, even as key parts of his base push him to repudiate border restrictions and compare his move with Trump's policies as president.

    



    


Sue-Ann DiVito, a 61-year-old realtor from the Philadelphia suburb of Jenkintown who became an immigration advocate during the Trump administration, says Republicans have been successful at spreading anti-immigrant messages in communities like hers, making some of her friends who are Democrats worry about the high number of people arriving in the U.S.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    


"I think that's why we see people who would normally support immigrants are now more quiet," DiVito said.

    


A CHALLENGE FOR BIDEN AMONG DEMOCRATS AND LATINOS

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The border has been a top issue for voters throughout the presidential campaign so far.
According to Gallup's monthly data, Americans named immigration as the top issue facing the country in February, March, and April, surpassing even the share who cited the economy despite persistently higher prices. Immigration came up less frequently as a top issue in Gallup's May poll as attention turned to Trump's criminal trial and as the number of illegal crossings ebbed. The issue was still tied with the government and the economy as what voters saw as the nation's most important problem. 

    



    


Most Americans, 56%, say Biden's presidency has hurt the country on the issue of immigration and border security, according to an AP-NORC poll conducted in April. That's far higher than the number -- 37% -- who said the same about Trump's time in office.
Even among Democrats, only about 3 in 10 say that Biden's presidency has done more to help the country on immigration and border security, while about the same share say it has hurt. Nearly 9 in 10 Republicans say Trump's presidency helped on this issue.




Hispanic adults are also more likely to think Trump's presidency helped the country with immigration and border security, compared to Biden's. About half of Hispanic adults in March said that Biden's presidency had done more to hurt the country on immigration and border security -- a potentially alarming number as Trump's campaign works to chip away at Democrats' advantage with Hispanic voters.
"President Biden had no choice. He saw what was going on at the border. The numbers were higher than ever in terms of people trying to come here to seek asylum, and he knew he had to do something," said Maria Cardona, a Democratic strategist.

    



    


Frank Luntz, a longtime pollster who has previously worked for Republicans, said immigration seemed to be especially resonating earlier this spring across the political spectrum in a way it never had before.
He said he believes Biden is especially vulnerable with African American men under 40 who are worried about newcomers competing for jobs and Latinos who may resent those entering illegally.
"The reason why immigration matters so much to so many is that it is a living, breathing illustration of the failure of Washington to solve what everyone else in America sees as a crisis," he said Tuesday. "Biden's decision seems too little and too late. The public doesn't think he cares, and therefore thinks he doesn't get it."

    


TRUMP'S RECORD INCLUDES FAMILY SEPARATION
Trump has been campaigning on the border and immigration since he launched his 2016 bid with a speech in which he cast migrants from Mexico as criminals and rapists and vowed to build a southern border wall. 

    


While in office, his administration separated immigrant parents and children to try to deter families from illegally crossing the border, a measure that drew widespread condemnation.
Border crossings hit record highs -- albeit far below the marks they've reached under Biden -- until falling sharply as the COVID-19 pandemic began. 
As he runs to return to the White House again this year, Trump has escalated his already alarmist rhetoric, accusing Biden of orchestrating a "border bloodbath" and highlighting cases of women and children killed by people who entered the U.S. illegally. He's vowed to carry out the largest deportation operation in U.S. history if elected again. 
His campaign quickly tried to cast Biden's effort as ineffective and one that would permit thousands of migrant crossings each week.

    


"This executive order from Biden can only be understood as a pro-invasion, pro-illegal migration executive order," said former Trump senior adviser Stephen Miller, who orchestrated some of Trump's most hard-line immigration policies, during a call with reporters organized by the campaign ahead of Biden's announcement.
Trump pollster John McLaughlin said the campaign believes the issue resonates especially among a group he calls "safety moms" -- suburban, college-educated women who are worried about crime and the safety of their families.
"There's a sense of insecurity," he said. "It's not just the border communities, it's all over the country."
Trump has always turned to alarmist rhetoric on the border in election years. The difference now, according to Trump campaign aides and pollsters, is the reality voters are seeing day to day.
Crime overall is down and immigrants -- even those who entered the country illegally -- commit fewer crimes than those born in the U.S., according to studies of available data. But in Democratic-led cities like New York, local news reports were flooded earlier this year with images of migrants clashing with police and alarm over strained city budgets and resources to care for an influx of people coming from the border.
Conservative media and Trump's campaign also seized on high-profile incidents like the killing of nursing student Laken Riley. A Venezuelan man in the U.S. illegally has pleaded not guilty to charges in her death. 
SPLITS IN THE DEMOCRATIC BASE
Biden's announcement laid bare lasting divisions among Democrats, with some left-leaning lawmakers and immigration advocates that form a key part of his coalition criticizing Biden's actions as a return to the measures that marked Trump's tenure.
Rep. Pramila Jayapal, the chair of the Congressional Progressive Caucus, said she was "profoundly disappointed." During a news conference with immigration advocates outside the Capitol, Jayapal pushed the administration to take action that would provide relief for immigrants already in the U.S.
Jayapal, D-Wash., said Tuesday's order "means that we have people, desperate people seeking asylum who should be able to apply, and yet they will not be able to."
Sen. Alex Padilla, a California Democrat who has been involved in the Biden campaign's outreach to Latino communities, cast the order as a revival of "Trump's asylum ban" in a release Tuesday.
"You can build a wall as high as you want. You can make it as hard to seek asylum as you want. It's not going to sustainably reduce the number of people wanting to come to the United States," Padilla told reporters.
Still, other Democrats praised Biden's move as a necessary measure to respond to voters' concerns and gain control of a southern border that has at times been chaotic in recent years.
"The president is saying that, 'I hear you, I know this is an issue, and I'm taking action,'" said Rep. Tom Suozzi, who has helped form a group of House Democrats focused on border security.
Suozzi, who won a special election in New York this year with a campaign that called for tougher immigration enforcement measures, also called for action to help immigrants who are already in the country.
DiVito, the immigrant advocate in swing-state Pennsylvania, tried to square the difference from a Democratic perspective. 
"There is a choice this November and whatever negative policy that Biden is implementing, Trump is going to be a million things worse," she said. "And we all know this."
___
Gomez Licon reported from Miami. Associated Press writers Michelle L. Price, Amelia Thomson DeVeaux and Linley Sanders contributed to this report.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the 2024 election at https://apnews.com/hub/election-2024.
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                    Prime Minister Narendra Modi declared victory for his alliance in India's general election, claiming a mandate to move forward with his agenda, even though his party lost seats to a stronger than expected opposition, which pushed back against his mixed economic record and polarising politics. Official results from India's Election Commission on Wednesday showed the NDA won 294 seats, more than the 272 seats needed to secure a majority but far fewer than had been expected. (AP video shot by Shonal Ganguly and Piyush Nagpal)
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    [image: FILE- Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi listens to Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) President JP Nadda speak during an event organized to release their party's manifesto in New Delhi, India, April 14, 2024. Since coming to power a decade ago, Prime Minister Narendra Modi has been notorious for big, bold and often snap decisions that he's found easy to execute thanks to the brute majority he enjoyed in parliament that gave him free reign with minimal checks and balances. Now, Modi faces a style of governance he has little experience in, or desire for. (AP Photo/Manish Swarup, File)]
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[image: Indian prime Minister Narendra Modi celebrates with Defense Minister Rajnath Singh on result day at the Bharatiya Janta Party headquarters, in New Delhi, India, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. Wednesday's shock election results showed that Modi's party had fallen short of the 272 majority mark needed to form the government on their own, bagging 240 seats. Instead, Modi now needs his coalition National Democratic Alliance, which won the majority of 292 contests, to retain his grip over the world's most populous nation. (AP Photo/Manish Swarup)]
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[image: FILE- Indians wait outside a bank to withdraw money after the demonetization of currency, yanking 80% of bank notes from circulation in an effort to curb tax evasion, on the outskirts of New Delhi, India, Thursday, Dec. 8, 2016. Since coming to power a decade ago, Prime Minister Narendra Modi has been notorious for big, bold and often snap decisions, like demonetization, that he's found easy to execute thanks to the brute majority he enjoyed in India's parliament. (AP Photo/Altaf Qadri, FILE)]
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[image: FILE- Protesting farmer leaders shout slogans as they sit on a day long hunger strike against contentious agriculture reforms at the Delhi- Haryana border, outskirts of New Delhi, Monday, Dec.14, 2020. Since coming to power a decade ago, Prime Minister Narendra Modi has been notorious for big, bold and often snap decisions, like the agricultural reforms, that he's found easy to execute thanks to the brute majority he enjoyed in India's parliament. Now, Modi faces a style of governance he has little experience in, or desire for. (AP Photo/Manish Swarup)]
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[image: Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi celebrates on result day at the Bharatiya Janta Party headquarters, in New Delhi, India, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. Modi is expected to take on a third term as prime minister, but with the help of a coalition. (AP Photo)]
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[image: A Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) supporter holds placards showing Prime Minister Narendra Modi during an election campaign in Chennai, India, Tuesday, April 9, 2024. Modi is expected to take on a third term as prime minister, but with the help of a coalition. (AP Photo)]
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                                        NEW DELHI (AP) -- Since coming to power a decade ago, Prime Minister Narendra Modi has been known for big, bold and often snap decisions that he's found easy to execute thanks to the brute majority he enjoyed in India's lower house of parliament.
In 2016, he yanked over 80% of bank notes from circulation in an effort to curb tax evasion that sent shockwaves through the country and devastated citizens who lost money. In 2019, his government pushed through a controversial law that stripped the special status of disputed, Muslim-majority Kashmir with hardly any debate in parliament. And in 2020, Modi swiftly brought in contentious agriculture reforms -- though he was forced to drop those about a year later after mass protests from farmers.
In his expected next term as prime minister -- when he will need a coalition to govern after results announced Wednesday showed his Hindu nationalist party fell short of a majority -- Modi may have to adapt to a style of governance he has little experience with, or desire for.

    


And it's not clear how that will play out.
"Negotiating and forming a coalition, working with coalition partners, grappling with the tradeoffs that come with coalition politics -- none of this fits in well with Modi's brand of assertive and go-it-alone politics," said Michael Kugelman, director of the Wilson Center's South Asia Institute.




The surprising election results upended widespread expectations before the vote and exit polls that suggested a stronger showing for Modi's Bharatiya Janata Party. In the end, the party won 240 seats -- short of the 272 needed to form the government on its own. But the coalition it belongs to, the National Democratic Alliance, secured a majority in the 543-seat lower house that should allow Modi to retain power in the world's most populous nation.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"India cuts Modi down," read one Indian newspaper headline on Wednesday, referring to the 642 million voters as well as the opposing INDIA alliance, which clawed seats away from the BJP.

    


This is both a major setback and unknown territory for Modi, who has never needed his coalition partners to govern since first becoming prime minister in 2014. It has left him the most vulnerable he has been in his 23-year political career.
"These results show that the Modi wave has receded, revealing a level of electoral vulnerability that many could not have foreseen," said Kugelman. 
India has a history of messy coalition governments -- but Modi, who has enjoyed astronomical popularity, offered a respite, leading his BJP to landslide victories in the last two elections. His supporters credit him with transforming the country into an emerging global power, matched by a robust economy that's the world's fifth-largest.
That economy, however, is in some trouble -- and fixing it will now require partners. His opponents focused on vulnerabilities despite the brisk growth, like unemployment, inflation and inequality -- but his campaign offered few clues to how he might address those.
"Modi hardly addressed the question of unemployment -- they skirted around it," said Yamini Aiyar, a public policy scholar. 

    


It's not just that Modi will have to adapt to relying on a coalition. The election has also left him diminished after he spent a decade building a persona of absolute invincibility, said Milan Vaishnav, director of the South Asia Program at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace.
At the heart of his governance style has been his penchant for control, critics say, adding that Modi has increasingly centralized power. 
But now to stay in power, Modi will have to do whatever he can to maintain a stable coalition, meaning he may have to govern in a way that is more collaborative since the smaller regional parties in his alliance could make or break his government.
The BJP's lackluster performance is "undoubtedly a slap in the face," Vaishnav said, of Modi, who confidently predicted at his first election rally in February that the party would secure more than 370 seats -- 130 more than it did. 

    


The gap between the high expectations Modi and others set for the BJP and its actual performance has left the victors looking like losers and the defeated feeling victorious.
Still, Vaishnav said "we shouldn't lose sight that the BJP is still in the driver's seat."
To be sure, his most consequential Hindu nationalist policies and actions are locked in -- including a controversial citizenship law and Hindu temple built atop a razed mosque. His critics and opponents decry those policies, saying they have bred intolerance and stoked religious tensions against the country's Muslim community -- and left India's democracy faltering, with dissent silenced and the media squeezed.
Now, his agenda, and ability to push through policies going forward could face fiercer challenges, especially from a once deflated but now resurgent opposition.

    


The INDIA alliance, led by the Congress party, will likely have more power to apply pressure and push back, especially in parliament where their numbers will grow.
"Modi is Modi. But I would say that with the attitude with which he ran the country until now, he will definitely face some problems now," said Anand Mohan Singh, a 45-year-old businessman in the capital, New Delhi. "Some changes will be visible."
___
Associated Press video journalist Shonal Ganguly contributed to this report.
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                    Rows of flameless candles flickered in the windows of the US Consulate in Hong Kong on Tuesday to mark the 35th anniversary of China's Tiananmen Square crackdown on pro-democracy protests.
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            Candles lit outside US consulate as police secures street in Hong Kong on Tiananmen anniversary

        
        
            Rows of flameless candles flickered in the windows of the US Consulate in Hong Kong on Tuesday to mark the 35th anniversary of China's Tiananmen Square crackdown on pro-democracy protests.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Candles lit outside US consulate as police secures street in Hong Kong on Tiananmen anniversary
Rows of flameless candles flickered in the windows of the US Consulate in Hong Kong on Tuesday to mark the 35th anniversary of China's Tiananmen Square crackdown on pro-democracy protests.
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            What is Tiananmen anniversary like now in Hong Kong - AP explains

        
        
            Officers were out in force in Hong Kong on Tuesday as security was heightened on the 35th anniversary of the Tiananmen crackdown. China has long quashed any memory of the crackdown, when the Chinese government ordered in the army to end the months-long protests and uphold Communist rule.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        What is Tiananmen anniversary like now in Hong Kong - AP explains
Officers were out in force in Hong Kong on Tuesday as security was heightened on the 35th anniversary of the Tiananmen crackdown. China has long quashed any memory of the crackdown, when the Chinese government ordered in the army to end the months-long protests and uphold Communist rule.
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    [image: Police officers detained a resident in Causeway Bay area on the 35th anniversary of China's Tiananmen Square crackdown, in Hong Kong, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 25 | Police officers detained a resident in Causeway Bay area on the 35th anniversary of China's Tiananmen Square crackdown, in Hong Kong, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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Police officers detained a resident in Causeway Bay area on the 35th anniversary of China's Tiananmen Square crackdown, in Hong Kong, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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[image: Police officers watch over Tiananmen Gate in Beijing, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. As Beijing's toughened political stance effectively extinguished any large-scale commemorations within its borders, overseas commemorative events have grown increasingly crucial for preserving memories of the Tiananmen crackdown. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 25 | Police officers watch over Tiananmen Gate in Beijing, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. As Beijing's toughened political stance effectively extinguished any large-scale commemorations within its borders, overseas commemorative events have grown increasingly crucial for preserving memories of the Tiananmen crackdown. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 25
Police officers watch over Tiananmen Gate in Beijing, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. As Beijing's toughened political stance effectively extinguished any large-scale commemorations within its borders, overseas commemorative events have grown increasingly crucial for preserving memories of the Tiananmen crackdown. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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[image: Police officers stand guard in the Causeway Bay area on the 35th anniversary of China's Tiananmen Square crackdown in Hong Kong, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 25 | Police officers stand guard in the Causeway Bay area on the 35th anniversary of China's Tiananmen Square crackdown in Hong Kong, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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Police officers stand guard in the Causeway Bay area on the 35th anniversary of China's Tiananmen Square crackdown in Hong Kong, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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[image: A Chinese paramilitary policeman watches over Tiananmen Gate in Beijing, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. As Beijing's toughened political stance effectively extinguished any large-scale commemorations within its borders, overseas commemorative events have grown increasingly crucial for preserving memories of the Tiananmen crackdown. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 25 | A Chinese paramilitary policeman watches over Tiananmen Gate in Beijing, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. As Beijing's toughened political stance effectively extinguished any large-scale commemorations within its borders, overseas commemorative events have grown increasingly crucial for preserving memories of the Tiananmen crackdown. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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A Chinese paramilitary policeman watches over Tiananmen Gate in Beijing, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. As Beijing's toughened political stance effectively extinguished any large-scale commemorations within its borders, overseas commemorative events have grown increasingly crucial for preserving memories of the Tiananmen crackdown. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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[image: A man walks by a security and a policeman sit inside a police van stationed at a bridge along the Chang'an Avenue in Beijing, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. China has quashed large-scale commemorations of Tuesday's 35th anniversary of Beijing's Tiananmen Square crackdown within its borders. But outside the country, commemorative events have grown increasingly crucial for preserving memories of the 1989 bloodletting, in which government troops opened fire on pro-democracy protesters resulting in hundreds, if not thousands, dead. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 25 | A man walks by a security and a policeman sit inside a police van stationed at a bridge along the Chang'an Avenue in Beijing, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. China has quashed large-scale commemorations of Tuesday's 35th anniversary of Beijing's Tiananmen Square crackdown within its borders. But outside the country, commemorative events have grown increasingly crucial for preserving memories of the 1989 bloodletting, in which government troops opened fire on pro-democracy protesters resulting in hundreds, if not thousands, dead. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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A man walks by a security and a policeman sit inside a police van stationed at a bridge along the Chang'an Avenue in Beijing, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. China has quashed large-scale commemorations of Tuesday's 35th anniversary of Beijing's Tiananmen Square crackdown within its borders. But outside the country, commemorative events have grown increasingly crucial for preserving memories of the 1989 bloodletting, in which government troops opened fire on pro-democracy protesters resulting in hundreds, if not thousands, dead. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Chinese paramilitary policemen stand on duty at the flag pole near the Monument to the People's Heroes on Tiananmen Square in Beijing, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. Checkpoints and rows of police vehicles lined a major road leading to Beijing's Tiananmen Square as China heightened security on the 35th anniversary of a bloody crackdown on pro-democracy protests. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 25 | Chinese paramilitary policemen stand on duty at the flag pole near the Monument to the People's Heroes on Tiananmen Square in Beijing, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. Checkpoints and rows of police vehicles lined a major road leading to Beijing's Tiananmen Square as China heightened security on the 35th anniversary of a bloody crackdown on pro-democracy protests. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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Chinese paramilitary policemen stand on duty at the flag pole near the Monument to the People's Heroes on Tiananmen Square in Beijing, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. Checkpoints and rows of police vehicles lined a major road leading to Beijing's Tiananmen Square as China heightened security on the 35th anniversary of a bloody crackdown on pro-democracy protests. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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[image: A woman stands near a police vehicle on Tiananmen Square in Beijing, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. Checkpoints and rows of police vehicles lined a major road leading to Beijing's Tiananmen Square as China heightened security on the 35th anniversary of a bloody crackdown on pro-democracy protests. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 25 | A woman stands near a police vehicle on Tiananmen Square in Beijing, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. Checkpoints and rows of police vehicles lined a major road leading to Beijing's Tiananmen Square as China heightened security on the 35th anniversary of a bloody crackdown on pro-democracy protests. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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A woman stands near a police vehicle on Tiananmen Square in Beijing, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. Checkpoints and rows of police vehicles lined a major road leading to Beijing's Tiananmen Square as China heightened security on the 35th anniversary of a bloody crackdown on pro-democracy protests. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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[image: A man pushes a bicycle past by a police van stationed at a bridge along the Chang'an Avenue in Beijing, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. China has quashed large-scale commemorations of Tuesday's 35th anniversary of Beijing's Tiananmen Square crackdown within its borders. But outside the country, commemorative events have grown increasingly crucial for preserving memories of the 1989 bloodletting, in which government troops opened fire on pro-democracy protesters resulting in hundreds, if not thousands, dead. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 25 | A man pushes a bicycle past by a police van stationed at a bridge along the Chang'an Avenue in Beijing, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. China has quashed large-scale commemorations of Tuesday's 35th anniversary of Beijing's Tiananmen Square crackdown within its borders. But outside the country, commemorative events have grown increasingly crucial for preserving memories of the 1989 bloodletting, in which government troops opened fire on pro-democracy protesters resulting in hundreds, if not thousands, dead. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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A man pushes a bicycle past by a police van stationed at a bridge along the Chang'an Avenue in Beijing, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. China has quashed large-scale commemorations of Tuesday's 35th anniversary of Beijing's Tiananmen Square crackdown within its borders. But outside the country, commemorative events have grown increasingly crucial for preserving memories of the 1989 bloodletting, in which government troops opened fire on pro-democracy protesters resulting in hundreds, if not thousands, dead. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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[image: Counter Terrorism Unit patrol in the Causeway Bay area on the 35th anniversary of China's Tiananmen Square crackdown in Hong Kong, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 25 | Counter Terrorism Unit patrol in the Causeway Bay area on the 35th anniversary of China's Tiananmen Square crackdown in Hong Kong, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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Counter Terrorism Unit patrol in the Causeway Bay area on the 35th anniversary of China's Tiananmen Square crackdown in Hong Kong, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Police officers stop and search people near Victoria Park, the city's venue for the annual 1989 Tiananmen massacre vigil, on the 35th anniversary of China's Tiananmen Square crackdown, in Hong Kong, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 25 | Police officers stop and search people near Victoria Park, the city's venue for the annual 1989 Tiananmen massacre vigil, on the 35th anniversary of China's Tiananmen Square crackdown, in Hong Kong, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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Police officers stop and search people near Victoria Park, the city's venue for the annual 1989 Tiananmen massacre vigil, on the 35th anniversary of China's Tiananmen Square crackdown, in Hong Kong, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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[image: People hold smartphone with flash light near Victoria Park, the city's venue for the annual 1989 Tiananmen massacre vigil, on the 35th anniversary of China's Tiananmen Square crackdown in Hong Kong, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 25 | People hold smartphone with flash light near Victoria Park, the city's venue for the annual 1989 Tiananmen massacre vigil, on the 35th anniversary of China's Tiananmen Square crackdown in Hong Kong, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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People hold smartphone with flash light near Victoria Park, the city's venue for the annual 1989 Tiananmen massacre vigil, on the 35th anniversary of China's Tiananmen Square crackdown in Hong Kong, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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[image: Pro-Beijing market at the Victoria Park, the city's venue for the annual 1989 Tiananmen massacre vigil, on the 35th anniversary of China's Tiananmen Square crackdown in Hong Kong, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 25 | Pro-Beijing market at the Victoria Park, the city's venue for the annual 1989 Tiananmen massacre vigil, on the 35th anniversary of China's Tiananmen Square crackdown in Hong Kong, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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Pro-Beijing market at the Victoria Park, the city's venue for the annual 1989 Tiananmen massacre vigil, on the 35th anniversary of China's Tiananmen Square crackdown in Hong Kong, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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[image: Participants attend a candlelight vigil at Democracy Square in Taipei, Taiwan, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, to mark the 35th anniversary of the Chinese military crackdown on the pro-democracy movement in Beijing's Tiananmen Square. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 25 | Participants attend a candlelight vigil at Democracy Square in Taipei, Taiwan, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, to mark the 35th anniversary of the Chinese military crackdown on the pro-democracy movement in Beijing's Tiananmen Square. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)
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Participants attend a candlelight vigil at Democracy Square in Taipei, Taiwan, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, to mark the 35th anniversary of the Chinese military crackdown on the pro-democracy movement in Beijing's Tiananmen Square. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)
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[image: Participants attend a candlelight vigil at Democracy Square in Taipei, Taiwan, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, to mark the 35th anniversary of the Chinese military crackdown on the pro-democracy movement in Beijing's Tiananmen Square. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 25 | Participants attend a candlelight vigil at Democracy Square in Taipei, Taiwan, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, to mark the 35th anniversary of the Chinese military crackdown on the pro-democracy movement in Beijing's Tiananmen Square. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)
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Participants attend a candlelight vigil at Democracy Square in Taipei, Taiwan, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, to mark the 35th anniversary of the Chinese military crackdown on the pro-democracy movement in Beijing's Tiananmen Square. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)
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[image: A flag flutters with a slogan reading ''Hong Kong Independence'' during a candlelight vigil at Democracy Square in Taipei, Taiwan, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, to mark the 35th anniversary of the Chinese military crackdown on the pro-democracy movement in Beijing's Tiananmen Square. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 25 | A flag flutters with a slogan reading ''Hong Kong Independence'' during a candlelight vigil at Democracy Square in Taipei, Taiwan, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, to mark the 35th anniversary of the Chinese military crackdown on the pro-democracy movement in Beijing's Tiananmen Square. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)
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                                    15 of 25
A flag flutters with a slogan reading ''Hong Kong Independence'' during a candlelight vigil at Democracy Square in Taipei, Taiwan, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, to mark the 35th anniversary of the Chinese military crackdown on the pro-democracy movement in Beijing's Tiananmen Square. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A participant holds a candle with a slogan reading ''Rampant Human Rights'' during a candlelight vigil at Democracy Square in Taipei, Taiwan, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, to mark the 35th anniversary of the Chinese military crackdown on the pro-democracy movement in Beijing's Tiananmen Square. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 25 | A participant holds a candle with a slogan reading ''Rampant Human Rights'' during a candlelight vigil at Democracy Square in Taipei, Taiwan, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, to mark the 35th anniversary of the Chinese military crackdown on the pro-democracy movement in Beijing's Tiananmen Square. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    16 of 25
A participant holds a candle with a slogan reading ''Rampant Human Rights'' during a candlelight vigil at Democracy Square in Taipei, Taiwan, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, to mark the 35th anniversary of the Chinese military crackdown on the pro-democracy movement in Beijing's Tiananmen Square. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)
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[image: People gather at the base of the Victims of Communism Memorial during a candlelight vigil to mark the 35th anniversary of the Tiananmen Square, Tuesday, June 3, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Didi Tang)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 25 | People gather at the base of the Victims of Communism Memorial during a candlelight vigil to mark the 35th anniversary of the Tiananmen Square, Tuesday, June 3, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Didi Tang)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    17 of 25
People gather at the base of the Victims of Communism Memorial during a candlelight vigil to mark the 35th anniversary of the Tiananmen Square, Tuesday, June 3, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Didi Tang)
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[image: Candles are lit inside the windows of the U.S. Consulate in Hong Kong on the 35th anniversary of China's Tiananmen Square crackdown in Hong Kong, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 25 | Candles are lit inside the windows of the U.S. Consulate in Hong Kong on the 35th anniversary of China's Tiananmen Square crackdown in Hong Kong, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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Candles are lit inside the windows of the U.S. Consulate in Hong Kong on the 35th anniversary of China's Tiananmen Square crackdown in Hong Kong, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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[image: Protesters turn on their cell phone flashlights s they gather for a Candlelight vigil to commemorate the 35th anniversary of the 1989 pro-democracy movement and China's Tiananmen Square crackdown approaches at the Chinese embassy in London, Tuesday, June 4, 2024.(AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            19 of 25 | Protesters turn on their cell phone flashlights s they gather for a Candlelight vigil to commemorate the 35th anniversary of the 1989 pro-democracy movement and China's Tiananmen Square crackdown approaches at the Chinese embassy in London, Tuesday, June 4, 2024.(AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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Protesters turn on their cell phone flashlights s they gather for a Candlelight vigil to commemorate the 35th anniversary of the 1989 pro-democracy movement and China's Tiananmen Square crackdown approaches at the Chinese embassy in London, Tuesday, June 4, 2024.(AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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[image: A Demonstrator holds a placard as protesters gather for a Candlelight vigil to commemorate the 35th anniversary of the 1989 pro-democracy movement and China's Tiananmen Square crackdown approaches at the Chinese embassy in London, Tuesday, June 4, 2024.(AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            20 of 25 | A Demonstrator holds a placard as protesters gather for a Candlelight vigil to commemorate the 35th anniversary of the 1989 pro-democracy movement and China's Tiananmen Square crackdown approaches at the Chinese embassy in London, Tuesday, June 4, 2024.(AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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                                    20 of 25
A Demonstrator holds a placard as protesters gather for a Candlelight vigil to commemorate the 35th anniversary of the 1989 pro-democracy movement and China's Tiananmen Square crackdown approaches at the Chinese embassy in London, Tuesday, June 4, 2024.(AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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[image: A protester holds a placard and an LED candle during a Candlelight vigil to commemorate the 35th anniversary of the 1989 pro-democracy movement and China's Tiananmen Square crackdown approaches at the Chinese embassy in London, Tuesday, June 4, 2024.(AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            21 of 25 | A protester holds a placard and an LED candle during a Candlelight vigil to commemorate the 35th anniversary of the 1989 pro-democracy movement and China's Tiananmen Square crackdown approaches at the Chinese embassy in London, Tuesday, June 4, 2024.(AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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A protester holds a placard and an LED candle during a Candlelight vigil to commemorate the 35th anniversary of the 1989 pro-democracy movement and China's Tiananmen Square crackdown approaches at the Chinese embassy in London, Tuesday, June 4, 2024.(AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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[image: Protesters turn on their cell phone flashlights s they gather for a Candlelight vigil to commemorate the 35th anniversary of the 1989 pro-democracy movement and China's Tiananmen Square crackdown approaches at the Chinese embassy in London, Tuesday, June 4, 2024.(AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            22 of 25 | Protesters turn on their cell phone flashlights s they gather for a Candlelight vigil to commemorate the 35th anniversary of the 1989 pro-democracy movement and China's Tiananmen Square crackdown approaches at the Chinese embassy in London, Tuesday, June 4, 2024.(AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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Protesters turn on their cell phone flashlights s they gather for a Candlelight vigil to commemorate the 35th anniversary of the 1989 pro-democracy movement and China's Tiananmen Square crackdown approaches at the Chinese embassy in London, Tuesday, June 4, 2024.(AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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[image: Protesters turn on their cell phone flashlights s they gather for a Candlelight vigil to commemorate the 35th anniversary of the 1989 pro-democracy movement and China's Tiananmen Square crackdown approaches at the Chinese embassy in London, Tuesday, June 4, 2024.(AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)]
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[image: A Demonstrator holds a placard as protesters gather for a Candlelight vigil to commemorate the 35th anniversary of the 1989 pro-democracy movement and China's Tiananmen Square crackdown approaches at the Chinese embassy in London, Tuesday, June 4, 2024.(AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)]
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                                        BEIJING (AP) -- Beijing's Tiananmen Square had checkpoints and police vehicles Tuesday as China tried to silence the 35th anniversary of a bloody crackdown on pro-democracy protests. Hong Kong police arrested four people and swarmed a handful of others who tried to protest or commemorate as the effort extended beyond the mainland.
China has long quashed any public memory of the military crackdown on monthslong protests at the heart of its capital. An estimated 180,000 troops and police rolled in with tanks and armored vehicles and fired into crowds trying to block them from advancing on the student-led demonstration in the square.
Hundreds, if not thousands, are believed to have been killed in an overnight operation that ended on the morning of June 4, 1989.
It was a turning point in modern Chinese history as Communist Party hard-liners embraced control instead of political reforms.

    


The economy boomed in the ensuing decades, turning a once impoverished country into the world's second largest economy, but societal controls have been tightened since party leader Xi Jinping came to power in 2012.




Across China, the anniversary remains a taboo subject that is heavily censored. Any mention on social media is quickly erased.
Life appeared as normal in Beijing on Tuesday, with tourists lining the streets leading to gates to Tiananmen Square and the Forbidden City, the former imperial palace across from it. The closest subway exit was closed, as was a viewing point atop Tiananmen Gate, according to a visitor registration website.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"As to the political disturbance that occurred in the late 1980s, the Chinese government has long had a clear conclusion," Foreign Ministry spokesperson Mao Ning said without elaborating. Asked about Western government statements on the anniversary, she added, "We are firmly opposed to anyone using this as a pretext to attack and smear China and interfere in China's internal affairs."

    


Tiananmen Mothers, a group formed by families of the victims, made an online appeal to the Chinese government to publish the names and total number of those who died, grant compensation to the victims and their relatives and pursue legal accountability for those responsible.
"The June 4 tragedy is a historical tragedy that the Chinese government must face and explain to its people, and some people in the government at that time should be held legally responsible for the indiscriminate killing of innocents," the group said in a letter signed by 114 family members and published on its website, which is blocked in China.
Tiananmen memorials were also scrubbed out in Hong Kong -- for years the only place in China where they could take place. A carnival organized by pro-Beijing groups was held Tuesday in a park that for decades was the site of a huge candlelight vigil marking the anniversary.
Police officers were out in force.
A woman who wore a T-shirt with the numbers 8964 in Roman numerals was taken away by police, and an older man was detained after holding up two handwritten posters. One read: "Remember 89! Mourn 64!" Hong Kong media said that activist Alexandra Wong, popularly known as "Grandma Wong," was also removed after she chanted slogans.

    


An AP journalist saw another woman taken away after being searched.
"It's different from the past," said Hong Kong resident Keith Law. "Many people seem to act as if there's nothing happening, including myself."
After darkness fell, one person who lit a candle and two others who turned on their smartphone lights were quickly cordoned off by police and questioned outside the park. They were eventually released.
"My heart hasn't died yet," said one, former vigil-goer Edward Yeung.
Police said late Tuesday that they arrested four people ages 23 to 69. Among them was a 68-year-old woman detained on suspicion of sedition under the city's new national security law. Police said she had chanted slogans in public. Local newspapers reported the woman was Wong, quoting unidentified sources. 
Two others were accused of assaulting police officers and disorderly conduct in a public place. The remaining suspect was arrested for alleged common assault. Police didn't identify them.

    


Authorities also said five other people suspected of "breaching public peace" were taken for further investigation, but all were later released. 
Rows of electronic candles lit up the dozens of windows of the American consulate, and the British consulate posted an image on the social media platform X of a hand holding up a smartphone with its light on and the Roman numerals "VIIV," a reference to June 4. Hong Kong is a former British colony.
Some Hong Kong residents remembered the event privately, running 6.4 kilometers (4 miles) on Monday or sharing Tiananmen-related content on social media.
Hong Kong leader John Lee did not answer directly when asked Tuesday whether residents could still publicly mourn the crackdown. 

    


"The threat to national security is real," Lee said. 
Commemorative events have grown overseas in response to the silencing of voices in Hong Kong. 
U.S. lawmakers, former student leaders of the Tiananmen movement and younger activists from mainland China and Hong Kong gathered at commemorations Tuesday in Washington. More than 100 people also held a candlelight vigil Monday night at the foot of a replica of the "Goddess of Democracy," a statue of a woman holding a torch that was erected on the square during the 1989 protest.
"What has happened in China under the circumstances in the past 35 years has not been positive in terms of global democracy, in terms of human rights, in terms of promoting democratic freedoms," said Rep. Nancy Pelosi, former House speaker and a longtime supporter of China's pro-democracy cause.
U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said in a statement that the United States stands in solidarity with those who continue the struggle for human rights and freedoms, adding that the sacrifice of the protesters 35 years ago would not be forgotten. 
In London, about 300 people outside the Chinese Embassy remembered the dead by turning on the flashlights of their mobile phones in place of candles. Some protesters read out a long list of names of those who died in the crackdown, while others chanted "Free China" and "Free Hong Kong."
In Taiwan, a self-governing democratic island that China claims as its territory, people laid flowers and put electronic candles on the numbers 8964 -- representing June 4, 1989 -- on a banner spread on the ground in Taipei, the capital. 
"As long as other places can still protest, we must continue to protest," resident Leo Chiang said.
___
Leung reported from Hong Kong. Associated Press journalists Emily Wang Fujiyama in Beijing; Johnson Lai in Taipei, Taiwan; and Didi Tang in Washington contributed.
___
This story was first published on June 4, 2024. It was updated on June 5, 2024, to correct that U.S. lawmakers did not attend a candlelight vigil in Washington to mark the 35th anniversary of Tiananmen Square crackdown in China.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/china-beijing-tiananmen-crackdown-e5dcd3454ecb7e0ce558681da020afe0
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Life as a teen without social media isn't easy. These families are navigating adolescence offline

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Some say the best way to avoid the strains of social media is to stay off of it. This is a rule that a single mother in Brooklyn has implemented for her three daughters.
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    [image: Kate Bulkeley uses her phone to print textbook pages while Sutton packs art materials ahead of a ski vacation, Friday, Feb. 16, 2024, in Westport, Conn. It is hard to be a teenager today without social media. For those trying to stay off social platforms at a time when most of their peers are immersed, the path can be challenging, isolating and at times liberating. It can also be life-changing. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]
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[image: Kate Bulkeley shows her sister, Sutton, a mask she made in school, Friday, Feb. 16, 2024, in Westport, Conn. It is hard to be a teenager today without social media. For those trying to stay off social platforms at a time when most of their peers are immersed, the path can be challenging, isolating and at times liberating. It can also be life-changing. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]
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[image: Kate Bulkeley, second from right, eats dinner with her family, Friday, Feb. 16, 2024, in Westport, Conn. With the damaging consequences of social media increasingly well documented, many parents are trying to raise their children with restrictions or blanket bans. Teenagers themselves are aware that too much social media is bad for them, and some are initiating social media ]
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 25
Kate Bulkeley, second from right, eats dinner with her family, Friday, Feb. 16, 2024, in Westport, Conn. With the damaging consequences of social media increasingly well documented, many parents are trying to raise their children with restrictions or blanket bans. Teenagers themselves are aware that too much social media is bad for them, and some are initiating social media "cleanses" because of the toll it takes on mental health and grades. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ballet photos of Kate and Sutton Bulkeley are displayed on a mantle, Friday, Feb. 16, 2024, in Westport, Conn. No longer just a distraction or a way to connect with friends, social media has matured into a physical space and a community that almost all U.S. teenagers belong to. Up to 95% of teenagers say they use social media, with more than one-third saying they are on it ]
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[image: Gabriela Durham, 17, uses her phone to listen to music inside her room on Saturday, Jan. 27, 2024, in New York. Concerns about children and phone use are not new. But there is a growing realization among experts that the COVID-19 pandemic fundamentally changed the relationship kids have with social media. As youth coped with isolation and spent excessive time online, the pandemic effectively carved out a much larger space for social media in the lives of American children. (AP Photo/Andres Kudacki)]
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[image: Elena Romero, second from left, and her daughters Gabriela Durham, 17, left, Gionna Durham, 13 second from right, and Grace Durham, 11, have dinner together on Saturday, Jan. 27, 2024, in New York. With the damaging consequences of social media increasingly well documented, many parents are trying to raise their children with restrictions or blanket bans. Teenagers themselves are aware that too much social media is bad for them, and some are initiating social media ]
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[image: Gionna Durham, 13 , left, holds her phone as she has dinner with her sister Gabriela Durham, 17 years old, unseen, on Saturday, Jan. 27, 2024, in New York. Concerns about children and phone use are not new. But there is a growing realization among experts that the COVID-19 pandemic fundamentally changed the relationship kids have with social media. As youth coped with isolation and spent excessive time online, the pandemic effectively carved out a much larger space for social media in the lives of American children. (AP Photo/Andres Kudacki)]
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[image: Kate and Sutton Bulkeley pack art materials ahead of a ski vacation, Friday, Feb. 16, 2024, in Westport, Conn. No longer just a distraction or a way to connect with friends, social media has matured into a physical space and a community that almost all U.S. teenagers belong to. Up to 95% of teenagers say they use social media, with more than one-third saying they are on it ]
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[image: Grace Durham, 11, right, talks with her 17-year-old sister Gabriela, in a hallway of their apartment, Saturday, Jan. 27, 2024, in New York. It is hard to be a teenager today without social media. For those trying to stay off social platforms at a time when most of their peers are immersed, the path can be challenging, isolating and at times liberating. It can also be life-changing.(AP Photo/Andres Kudacki)]
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[image: Gionna Durham, 13, reads a book on the sofa on Saturday, Jan. 27, 2024, in New York. With the damaging consequences of social media increasingly well documented, many parents are trying to raise their children with restrictions or blanket bans. Teenagers themselves are aware that too much social media is bad for them, and some are initiating social media ]
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[image: Sutton Bulkeley reads the novel 'Mockingjay' by Suzanne Collins in the living room, Friday, Feb. 16, 2024, in Westport, Conn. With the damaging consequences of social media increasingly well documented, many parents are trying to raise their children with restrictions or blanket bans. Teenagers themselves are aware that too much social media is bad for them, and some are initiating social media ]
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[image: Gionna Durham, 13, left, spends time in the kitchen as her sister Grace Durham, 11, right, draws on Saturday, Jan. 27, 2024, in New York. It is hard to be a teenager today without social media. For those trying to stay off social platforms at a time when most of their peers are immersed, the path can be challenging, isolating and at times liberating. It can also be life-changing. (AP Photo/Andres Kudacki)]
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[image: Seventeen-year-old Gabriela Durham, studies inside her room on Saturday, Jan. 27, 2024, in New York. No longer just a distraction or a way to connect with friends, social media has matured into a physical space and a community that almost all U.S. teenagers belong to. Up to 95% of teenagers say they use social media, with more than one-third saying they are on it ]
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Seventeen-year-old Gabriela Durham, studies inside her room on Saturday, Jan. 27, 2024, in New York. No longer just a distraction or a way to connect with friends, social media has matured into a physical space and a community that almost all U.S. teenagers belong to. Up to 95% of teenagers say they use social media, with more than one-third saying they are on it "almost constantly," according to the Pew Research Center. (AP Photo/Andres Kudacki)
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[image: Cell phones charge on a ledge between the living room and kitchen as Steph Bulkeley helps Kate select school courses, Friday, Feb. 16, 2024, in Westport, Conn. With the damaging consequences of social media increasingly well documented, many parents are trying to raise their children with restrictions or blanket bans. Teenagers themselves are aware that too much social media is bad for them, and some are initiating social media ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 25 | Cell phones charge on a ledge between the living room and kitchen as Steph Bulkeley helps Kate select school courses, Friday, Feb. 16, 2024, in Westport, Conn. With the damaging consequences of social media increasingly well documented, many parents are trying to raise their children with restrictions or blanket bans. Teenagers themselves are aware that too much social media is bad for them, and some are initiating social media "cleanses" because of the toll it takes on mental health and grades. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    14 of 25
Cell phones charge on a ledge between the living room and kitchen as Steph Bulkeley helps Kate select school courses, Friday, Feb. 16, 2024, in Westport, Conn. With the damaging consequences of social media increasingly well documented, many parents are trying to raise their children with restrictions or blanket bans. Teenagers themselves are aware that too much social media is bad for them, and some are initiating social media "cleanses" because of the toll it takes on mental health and grades. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A trove of board games lay stacked in the Bulkeley living room, Friday, Feb. 16, 2024, in Westport, Conn. No longer just a distraction or a way to connect with friends, social media has matured into a physical space and a community that almost all U.S. teenagers belong to. Up to 95% of teenagers say they use social media, with more than one-third saying they are on it ]
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[image: Steph Bulkeley throws her daughter, Sutton, a bag of clothes while packing for a ski vacation, Friday, Feb. 16, 2024, in Westport, Conn. It is hard to be a teenager today without social media. For those trying to stay off social platforms at a time when most of their peers are immersed, the path can be challenging, isolating and at times liberating. It can also be life-changing.(AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 25 | Steph Bulkeley throws her daughter, Sutton, a bag of clothes while packing for a ski vacation, Friday, Feb. 16, 2024, in Westport, Conn. It is hard to be a teenager today without social media. For those trying to stay off social platforms at a time when most of their peers are immersed, the path can be challenging, isolating and at times liberating. It can also be life-changing.(AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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[image: Grace Durham, 11, helps her mother, Elena Romero, not pictured, to put groceries in the refrigerator, Saturday, Jan. 27, 2024, in New York. With the damaging consequences of social media increasingly well documented, many parents are trying to raise their children with restrictions or blanket bans. Teenagers themselves are aware that too much social media is bad for them, and some are initiating social media ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 25 | Grace Durham, 11, helps her mother, Elena Romero, not pictured, to put groceries in the refrigerator, Saturday, Jan. 27, 2024, in New York. With the damaging consequences of social media increasingly well documented, many parents are trying to raise their children with restrictions or blanket bans. Teenagers themselves are aware that too much social media is bad for them, and some are initiating social media "cleanses" because of the toll it takes on mental health and grades.(AP Photo/Andres Kudacki)
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Grace Durham, 11, helps her mother, Elena Romero, not pictured, to put groceries in the refrigerator, Saturday, Jan. 27, 2024, in New York. With the damaging consequences of social media increasingly well documented, many parents are trying to raise their children with restrictions or blanket bans. Teenagers themselves are aware that too much social media is bad for them, and some are initiating social media "cleanses" because of the toll it takes on mental health and grades.(AP Photo/Andres Kudacki)
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[image: Gabriela Durham, 17, right, plays a game with her sister Gionna Durham, 13, left, partly seen, at their apartment, Saturday, Jan. 27, 2024, in New York. More than ever, teenagers live in a seamless digital and non-digital world in ways that most adults don't recognize or understand, says Michael Rich, an associate professor of pediatrics at Harvard University. (AP Photo/Andres Kudacki)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 25 | Gabriela Durham, 17, right, plays a game with her sister Gionna Durham, 13, left, partly seen, at their apartment, Saturday, Jan. 27, 2024, in New York. More than ever, teenagers live in a seamless digital and non-digital world in ways that most adults don't recognize or understand, says Michael Rich, an associate professor of pediatrics at Harvard University. (AP Photo/Andres Kudacki)
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[image: Grace Durham, 11, checks her wardrobe inside her room on Saturday, Jan. 27, 2024, in New York. No longer just a distraction or a way to connect with friends, social media has matured into a physical space and a community that almost all U.S. teenagers belong to. Up to 95% of teenagers say they use social media, with more than one-third saying they are on it ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            19 of 25 | Grace Durham, 11, checks her wardrobe inside her room on Saturday, Jan. 27, 2024, in New York. No longer just a distraction or a way to connect with friends, social media has matured into a physical space and a community that almost all U.S. teenagers belong to. Up to 95% of teenagers say they use social media, with more than one-third saying they are on it "almost constantly," according to the Pew Research Center. (AP Photo/Andres Kudacki)
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Grace Durham, 11, checks her wardrobe inside her room on Saturday, Jan. 27, 2024, in New York. No longer just a distraction or a way to connect with friends, social media has matured into a physical space and a community that almost all U.S. teenagers belong to. Up to 95% of teenagers say they use social media, with more than one-third saying they are on it "almost constantly," according to the Pew Research Center. (AP Photo/Andres Kudacki)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Gabriela Durham, 17, uses her phone to listen to music inside her room on Saturday, Jan. 27, 2024, in New York. With the damaging consequences of social media increasingly well documented, many parents are trying to raise their children with restrictions or blanket bans. Teenagers themselves are aware that too much social media is bad for them, and some are initiating social media ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            20 of 25 | Gabriela Durham, 17, uses her phone to listen to music inside her room on Saturday, Jan. 27, 2024, in New York. With the damaging consequences of social media increasingly well documented, many parents are trying to raise their children with restrictions or blanket bans. Teenagers themselves are aware that too much social media is bad for them, and some are initiating social media "cleanses" because of the toll it takes on mental health and grades. (AP Photo/Andres Kudacki)
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Gabriela Durham, 17, uses her phone to listen to music inside her room on Saturday, Jan. 27, 2024, in New York. With the damaging consequences of social media increasingly well documented, many parents are trying to raise their children with restrictions or blanket bans. Teenagers themselves are aware that too much social media is bad for them, and some are initiating social media "cleanses" because of the toll it takes on mental health and grades. (AP Photo/Andres Kudacki)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Gabriela Durham, 17, takes her shoes off inside her room on Saturday, Jan. 27, 2024, in New York. No longer just a distraction or a way to connect with friends, social media has matured into a physical space and a community that almost all U.S. teenagers belong to. Up to 95% of teenagers say they use social media, with more than one-third saying they are on it ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            21 of 25 | Gabriela Durham, 17, takes her shoes off inside her room on Saturday, Jan. 27, 2024, in New York. No longer just a distraction or a way to connect with friends, social media has matured into a physical space and a community that almost all U.S. teenagers belong to. Up to 95% of teenagers say they use social media, with more than one-third saying they are on it "almost constantly," according to the Pew Research Center. (AP Photo/Andres Kudacki)
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[image: Gabriela Durham, 17, arranges items on her dresser inside her room on Saturday, Jan. 27, 2024, in New York. No longer just a distraction or a way to connect with friends, social media has matured into a physical space and a community that almost all U.S. teenagers belong to. Up to 95% of teenagers say they use social media, with more than one-third saying they are on it ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            22 of 25 | Gabriela Durham, 17, arranges items on her dresser inside her room on Saturday, Jan. 27, 2024, in New York. No longer just a distraction or a way to connect with friends, social media has matured into a physical space and a community that almost all U.S. teenagers belong to. Up to 95% of teenagers say they use social media, with more than one-third saying they are on it "almost constantly," according to the Pew Research Center. (AP Photo/Andres Kudacki)
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Gabriela Durham, 17, arranges items on her dresser inside her room on Saturday, Jan. 27, 2024, in New York. No longer just a distraction or a way to connect with friends, social media has matured into a physical space and a community that almost all U.S. teenagers belong to. Up to 95% of teenagers say they use social media, with more than one-third saying they are on it "almost constantly," according to the Pew Research Center. (AP Photo/Andres Kudacki)
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[image: Sutton Bulkeley stretches in the living room, Friday, Feb. 16, 2024, in Westport, Conn. No longer just a distraction or a way to connect with friends, social media has matured into a physical space and a community that almost all U.S. teenagers belong to. Up to 95% of teenagers say they use social media, with more than one-third saying they are on it ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            23 of 25 | Sutton Bulkeley stretches in the living room, Friday, Feb. 16, 2024, in Westport, Conn. No longer just a distraction or a way to connect with friends, social media has matured into a physical space and a community that almost all U.S. teenagers belong to. Up to 95% of teenagers say they use social media, with more than one-third saying they are on it "almost constantly," according to the Pew Research Center. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Sutton Bulkeley stretches in the living room, Friday, Feb. 16, 2024, in Westport, Conn. No longer just a distraction or a way to connect with friends, social media has matured into a physical space and a community that almost all U.S. teenagers belong to. Up to 95% of teenagers say they use social media, with more than one-third saying they are on it "almost constantly," according to the Pew Research Center. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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[image: Kate and Sutton Bulkeley talk in the living room, Friday, Feb. 16, 2024, in Westport, Conn. No longer just a distraction or a way to connect with friends, social media has matured into a physical space and a community that almost all U.S. teenagers belong to. Up to 95% of teenagers say they use social media, with more than one-third saying they are on it ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            24 of 25 | Kate and Sutton Bulkeley talk in the living room, Friday, Feb. 16, 2024, in Westport, Conn. No longer just a distraction or a way to connect with friends, social media has matured into a physical space and a community that almost all U.S. teenagers belong to. Up to 95% of teenagers say they use social media, with more than one-third saying they are on it "almost constantly," according to the Pew Research Center. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Kate and Sutton Bulkeley talk in the living room, Friday, Feb. 16, 2024, in Westport, Conn. No longer just a distraction or a way to connect with friends, social media has matured into a physical space and a community that almost all U.S. teenagers belong to. Up to 95% of teenagers say they use social media, with more than one-third saying they are on it "almost constantly," according to the Pew Research Center. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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[image: Sutton Bulkeley packs art materials ahead of a ski vacation, Friday, Feb. 16, 2024, in Westport, Conn. It is hard to be a teenager today without social media. For those trying to stay off social platforms at a time when most of their peers are immersed, the path can be challenging, isolating and at times liberating. It can also be life-changing. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            25 of 25 | Sutton Bulkeley packs art materials ahead of a ski vacation, Friday, Feb. 16, 2024, in Westport, Conn. It is hard to be a teenager today without social media. For those trying to stay off social platforms at a time when most of their peers are immersed, the path can be challenging, isolating and at times liberating. It can also be life-changing. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Sutton Bulkeley packs art materials ahead of a ski vacation, Friday, Feb. 16, 2024, in Westport, Conn. It is hard to be a teenager today without social media. For those trying to stay off social platforms at a time when most of their peers are immersed, the path can be challenging, isolating and at times liberating. It can also be life-changing. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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                                        WESTPORT, Conn. (AP) -- Kate Bulkeley's pledge to stay off social media in high school worked at first. She watched the benefits pile up: She was getting excellent grades. She read lots of books. The family had lively conversations around the dinner table and gathered for movie nights on weekends. 
Then, as sophomore year got underway, the unexpected problems surfaced. She missed a student government meeting arranged on Snapchat. Her Model U.N. team communicates on social media, too, causing her scheduling problems. Even the Bible Study club at her Connecticut high school uses Instagram to communicate with members.
Gabriela Durham, a high school senior in Brooklyn, says navigating high school without social media has made her who she is today. She is a focused, organized, straight-A student with a string of college acceptances -- and an accomplished dancer who recently made her Broadway debut. Not having social media has made her an "outsider," in some ways. That used to hurt; now, she says, it feels like a badge of honor.





    


With the damaging consequences of social media increasingly well documented, some parents are trying to raise their children with restrictions or blanket bans. Teenagers themselves are aware that too much social media is bad for them, and some are initiating social media "cleanses" because of the toll it takes on mental health and grades.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But it is hard to be a teenager today without social media. For those trying to stay off social platforms while most of their peers are immersed, the path can be challenging, isolating and at times liberating. It can also be life-changing.
This is a tale of two families, social media and the ever-present challenge of navigating high school. It's about what kids do when they can't extend their Snapstreaks or shut their bedroom doors and scroll through TikTok past midnight. It's about what families discuss when they're not having screen-time battles. It's also about persistent social ramifications.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Life as a teen without social media isn't easy. These families are navigating adolescence offline
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Jocelyn Gecker reports on the social ramifications some families saw for their teenagers after cutting out social media.

    


    


The journeys of both families show the rewards and pitfalls of trying to avoid social media in a world that is saturated by it.
A FUNDAMENTAL CHANGE
Concerns about children and phone use are not new. But there is a growing realization among experts that the COVID-19 pandemic fundamentally changed adolescence. As youth coped with isolation and spent excessive time online, the pandemic effectively carved out a much larger space for social media in the lives of American kids. 
No longer just a distraction or a way to connect with friends, social media has matured into a physical space and a community that almost all U.S. teenagers belong to. Up to 95% of teenagers say they use social media, with more than one-third saying they are on it "almost constantly," according to the Pew Research Center. 
More than ever, teenagers live in a seamless digital and non-digital world in ways that most adults don't recognize or understand, says Michael Rich, a pediatrics professor at Harvard Medical School and head of the nonprofit Digital Wellness Lab at Boston Children's Hospital.

    


"Social media is now the air kids breathe," says Rich, who runs the hospital's Clinic for Interactive Media and Internet Disorders.
For better or worse, social media has become a home-base for socializing. It's where many kids turn to forge their emerging identities, to seek advice, to unwind and relieve stress. It impacts how kids dress and talk. In this era of parental control apps and location tracking, social media is where this generation is finding freedom.
It is also increasingly clear that the more time youth spend online, the higher the risk of mental health problems.
Kids who use social media for more than three hours a day face double the risk of depression and anxiety, according to studies cited by U.S. Surgeon General Vivek Murthy, who issued an extraordinary public warning last spring about the risks of social media to young people.
Those were the concerns of the Bulkeleys and Gabriela's mother, Elena Romero. Both set strict rules starting when their kids were young and still in elementary school. They delayed giving phones until middle school and made social media off limits until 18. They educated the girls, and their younger siblings, on the impact of social media on young brains, on online privacy concerns, on the dangers of posting photos or comments that can come back to haunt you.

    


In the absence of social media, at least in these two homes, there is a noticeable absence of screen time battles. But the kids and parents agree: It's not always easy.
WHEN IT'S EVERYWHERE, IT'S HARD TO AVOID
At school, on the subway and at dance classes around New York City, Gabriela is surrounded by reminders that social media is everywhere -- except on her phone.
Growing up without it has meant missing out on things. Everyone but you gets the same jokes, practices the same TikTok dances, is up on the latest viral trends. When Gabriela was younger, that felt isolating; at times, it still does. But now, she sees not having social media as freeing.

    


"From my perspective, as an outsider," she says, "it seems like a lot of kids use social media to promote a facade. And it's really sad. Because social media is telling them how they should be and how they should look. It's gotten to a point where everyone wants to look the same instead of being themselves."
There is also friend drama on social media and a lack of honesty, humility and kindness that she feels lucky to be removed from.
Gabriela is a dance major at the Brooklyn High School of the Arts and dances outside of school seven days a week. Senior year got especially intense, with college and scholarship applications capped by an unexpected highlight of getting to perform at Broadway's Shubert Theatre in March as part of a city showcase of high school musicals.
After a recent Saturday afternoon dance class in a Bronx church basement, the diverging paths between Gabriela and her peers is on full display. The other dancers, aged 11 to 16, sit cross-legged on the linoleum floor talking about social media.
"I am addicted," says 15-year-old Arielle Williams, who stays up late scrolling through TikTok. "When I feel like I'm getting tired I say, 'One more video.' And then I keep saying, 'One more video.' And I stay up sometimes until 5 a.m."
The other dancers gasp. One suggests they all check their phones' weekly screen time.
"OH. MY," says Arielle, staring at her screen. "My total was 68 hours last week." That included 21 hours on TikTok.
Gabriela sits on the sidelines of the conversation, listening silently. But on the No. 2 subway home to Brooklyn, she shares her thoughts. "Those screen-time hours, it's insane."
As the train rumbles from the elevated tracks in the Bronx into the underground subway tunnels in Manhattan, Gabriela is on her phone. She texts with friends, listens to music and consults a subway app to count down the stops to her station in Brooklyn. The phone for her is a distraction limited to idle time, which has been strategically limited by Romero.
"My kids' schedules will make your head spin," Romero says as the family reconvenes Saturday night in their three-bedroom walkup in Bushwick. On school days, they're up at 5:30 a.m. and out the door by 7. Romero drives the girls to their three schools scattered around Brooklyn, then takes the subway into Manhattan, where she teaches mass communications at the Fashion Institute of Technology.
Grace, 11, is a sixth grade cheerleader active in Girl Scouts, along with Gionna, 13, who sings, does debate team and has daily rehearsals for her middle school theater production.
"I'm so booked my free time is to sleep," says Gabriela, who tries to be in bed by 10:30 p.m.
In New York City, it's common for kids to get phones early in elementary school, but Romero waited until each daughter reached middle school and started taking public transportation home alone. Years ago, she sat them down to watch "The Social Dilemma," a documentary that Gabriela says made her realize how tech companies manipulate their users.
Her mom's rules are simple: No social media on phones until 18. The girls are allowed to use YouTube on their computers but not post videos. Romero doesn't set screen-time limits or restrict phone use in bedrooms.
"It's a struggle, don't get me wrong," Romero says. Last year, the two younger girls "slipped." They secretly downloaded TikTok for a few weeks before getting caught and sternly lectured.
Romero is considering whether to bend her rule for Gionna, an avid reader interested in becoming a Young Adult "Bookstagrammer" -- a book reviewer on Instagram. Gionna wants to be a writer when she grows up and loves the idea that reviewers get books for free.
Her mother is torn. Romero's main concern was social media during middle school, a critical age where kids are forming their identity. She supports the idea of using social media responsibly as a tool to pursue passions. 
"When you're a little older," she tells her girls, "you'll realize Mom was not as crazy as you thought."
STRUGGLING NOT TO MISS OUT
In the upscale suburb of Westport, Connecticut, the Bulkeleys have faced similar questions about bending their rules. But not for the reason they had anticipated.
Kate was perfectly content to not have social media. Her parents had figured at some point she might resist their ban because of peer pressure or fear of missing out. But the 15-year-old sees it as a waste of time. She describes herself as academic, introverted and focused on building up extracurricular activities.
That's why she needed Instagram.
"I needed it to be co-president of my Bible Study Club," Kate explains, seated with her family in the living room of their two-story home.
As Kate's sophomore year started, she told her parents that she was excited to be leading a variety of clubs but needed social media to do her job. They agreed to let her have Instagram for her afterschool activities, which they found ironic and frustrating. "It was the school that really drove the fact that we had to reconsider our rule about no social media," says Steph Bulkeley, Kate's mother.
Schools talk the talk about limiting screen time and the dangers of social media, says Kate's dad, Russ Bulkeley. But technology is rapidly becoming part of the school day. Kate's high school and their 13-year-old daughter Sutton's middle school have cell phone bans that aren't enforced. Teachers will ask students to take out their phones to photograph material during class time.
The Bulkeleys aren't on board with that, but feel powerless to change it. When their girls were still in elementary school, the Bulkeleys were inspired by the "Wait Until 8th" pledge, which encourages parents to wait to give children smartphones, and access to social media, until at least 8th grade or about age 13. Some experts say waiting until 16 is better. Others feel banning social media isn't the answer, and that kids need to learn to live with the technology because it's not going anywhere.
Ultimately they gave in to Kate's plea because they trust her, and because she's too busy to devote much time to social media.
Both Kate and Sutton wrap up afterschool activities that include theater and dance classes at 8:30 p.m. most weeknights. They get home, finish homework and try to be in bed by 11.
Kate spends an average of two hours a week on her phone. That is significantly less than most, according to a 2023 Gallup poll that found over half of U.S. teens spend an average of five hours each day on social media. She uses her phone mainly to make calls, text friends, check grades and take photos. She doesn't post or share pictures, one of her parents' rules. Others: No phones allowed in bedrooms. All devices stay on a ledge between the kitchen and living room. TV isn't allowed on school nights. 
Kate has rejected her parents' offer to pay her for waiting to use social media. But she is embarking slowly on the apps. She has set a six-minute daily time limit as a reminder not to dawdle on Instagram. 
Having the app came in handy earlier this year at a Model UN conference where students from around the world exchanged contact details: "Nobody asked for phone numbers. You gave your Instagram," Kate says. She is resisting Snapchat, for fear she will find it addictive. She has asked a friend on student government to text her any important student government messages sent on Snapchat.
Sutton feels the weight of not having social media more than her older sister. The eighth grader describes herself as social but not popular.
"There's a lot of popular girls that do a bunch of TikTok dances. That's really what determines your popularity: TikTok," Sutton says.
Kids in her grade are "obsessed with TikTok" and posting videos of themselves that look to her like carbon copies. The girls look the same in short crop tops and jeans and sound the same, speaking with a TikTok dialect that includes a lot of "Hey, guys!" and uptalk, their voices rising in tone at the end of a thought. 
She feels left out at times but doesn't feel the need to have social media, since one of her friends sends her the latest viral videos. She has seen firsthand the problems social media can cause in friend groups. "Two of my friends were having a fight. One thought the other one blocked her on Snapchat."
There's a long way to go before these larger questions are resolved, with these two families and across the nation. Schools are trying. Some are banning phones entirely to hold students' focus and ensure that socializing happens face-to-face. It might, educators say, also help cut back on teen depression and anxiety.
That's something Sutton can understand at age 13 as she works to navigate the years ahead. From what she has seen, social media has changed in the past few years. It used to be a way for people to connect, to message and to get to know each other.
"It's kind of just about bragging now," she says. "People post pictures of their trips to amazing places. Or looking beautiful. And it makes other people feel bad about themself."
___
The Associated Press' education coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Joe Biden on Tuesday unveiled plans to enact immediate significant restrictions on migrants seeking asylum at the U.S.-Mexico border as the White House tries to neutralize immigration as a political liability ahead of the November elections.
The long-anticipated presidential proclamation would bar migrants from being granted asylum when U.S. officials deem that the southern border is overwhelmed. The Democratic president had contemplated unilateral action for months after the collapse of a bipartisan border security deal in Congress that most Republican lawmakers rejected at the behest of former President Donald Trump, the presumptive GOP presidential nominee.
Biden said he preferred more lasting action via legislation but "Republicans have left me no choice." Instead, he said he was acting on his own to "gain control of the border" while also insisting that "I believe immigration has always been the lifeblood of America."

    


Trump "told the Republicans ... that he didn't want to fix the issue, he wanted to use it to attack me," Biden said. "It was a cynical, extremely cynical, political move and a complete disservice to the American people who are looking for us not to weaponize the border but to fix it." 




Trump, on the other hand, used his social media account to assail Biden again over immigration, saying the Democrat had "totally surrendered our Southern Border" and his order was "all for show" ahead of their June 27 presidential debate. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The order will go into effect when the number of border encounters between ports of entry hits 2,500 per day, according to senior administration officials. That means Biden's order should go into effect immediately, because the daily averages are higher now. Average daily arrests for illegal crossings from Mexico were last below 2,500 in January 2021, the month Biden took office. The last time the border encounters dipped to 1,500 a day was in July 2020, at the height of the COVID-19 pandemic.

    


The restrictions would be in effect until two weeks after the daily encounter numbers are at or below 1,500 per day between ports of entry, under a seven-day average. Those figures were first reported by The Associated Press on Monday.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Biden says he's restricting asylum to help 'gain control' of the border
    

    
    
    AP Washington correspondent Sagar Meghani reports President Biden has announced plans for a significant and immediate restriction on migrants trying to claim asylum at the southern border.

    

Homeland Security said increased enforcement with Mexico since high-level bilateral meetings in late December has lowered illegal crossings but is "likely to be less effective over time," creating a need for more action. "Smuggling networks are adaptable, responding to changes put in place," the department said in a federal rule published Tuesday.
The department predicts that arrests for illegal crossings may climb to a daily average as high as 6,700 from July through September.
Once this order is in effect, migrants who arrive at the border but do not express fear of returning to their home countries will be subject to immediate removal from the United States, within a matter of days or even hours. Those migrants could face punishments that could include a five-year bar from reentering the U.S. or even criminal prosecution.

    


Meanwhile, anyone who expresses that fear or an intention to seek asylum will be screened by a U.S. asylum officer but at a higher standard than currently used. If they pass the screening, they can pursue more limited forms of humanitarian protection, including the U.N. Convention Against Torture.
"We're troubled to see this administration raise the bar on asylum seekers who are coming to our southern border and exercising a legal right," said Krish O'Mara Vignarajah, president and CEO of Global Refuge. "Certainly no one wants to see migrants who may be coming to seek a better life or for economic opportunity game the asylum system, but we see in our clients and in other immigrants people who are fleeing the most dire of circumstances at a time of unprecedented global migration and believe that the U.S. is still a beacon of hope and refuge."
The U.N.'s refugee agency also expressed concern, saying the new measures will deny access to asylum for many who are in need of international protection. The agency said in a statement that it recognizes that the U.S. is facing challenges in dealing with the significant number of people arriving at its border, but nonetheless called on the United States "to uphold its international obligations and urge the government to reconsider restrictions that undermine the fundamental right to seek asylum."

    


The U.N.'s International Organization for Migration, which is run by Amy Pope, a former Biden senior adviser on migration, was more muted.
"IOM acknowledges the challenges posed by the increasing irregular crossings of migrants at the United States-Mexico border," IOM said in a statement emailed to The Associated Press. "It is crucial that any measures taken to manage migration respect the fundamental right to seek asylum, as well as to strengthen safe and regular migration pathways."

    


At the border Tuesday, there were no visible signs of immediate impact.
Iselande Peralta, a Haitian mother staying at a migrant shelter in Reynosa, Mexico, with her 3-year-old son, said the U.S. was within its rights to enforce new restrictions. She has been trying for 10 months to get an appointment through U.S. Customs and Border Protection's online app, called CBP One. Peralta, 26, wouldn't consider crossing illegally and considers CBP One her best option.
"Even if I was crazy, I wouldn't cross the river. How would I do that with a child as young as him? I'm willing to wait," she said.
Biden's directive is coming when the number of migrants encountered at the border have been on a consistent decline since December, but senior administration officials say the numbers are still too high and could spike in better weather, as is typical.
Yet many questions and complications remain about how Biden's directive would be implemented.
For instance, the administration already has an agreement with Mexico in which Mexico agrees to accept up to 30,000 citizens a month from Cuba, Haiti, Nicaragua and Venezuela once they are denied entry from the U.S., and senior administration officials say that will continue under this order. But it is unclear what happens to nationals of other countries who are denied under Biden's directive.
Four senior administration officials, who insisted on anonymity to describe the effort to reporters, acknowledged that Biden's goal of deporting migrants quickly is complicated by insufficient funding from Congress to do so. The administration also faces certain legal constraints when it comes to detaining migrant families, and the administration said it would continue to abide by those obligations.
The legal authority being invoked by Biden comes under Section 212(f) of the Immigration and Nationality Act, which allows a president to limit entries for certain migrants if their entry is deemed "detrimental" to the national interest. Senior officials expressed confidence that they would be able to implement Biden's order, despite threats from prominent legal groups to file lawsuits over the directive.
"We intend to sue," Lee Gelernt, an attorney for the American Civil Liberties Union who successfully argued similar legal challenges when Trump was president. "A ban on asylum is illegal, just as it was when Trump unsuccessfully tried it."
The senior administration officials insisted that Biden's proposal differs dramatically from that of Trump, who leaned on the same provisions of the Immigration and Nationality Act that Biden is using, including Trump's 2017 directive to bar citizens of Muslim-majority nations and his efforts in 2018 to clamp down on asylum.
Biden's order outlines several groups of migrants who would be exempted due to humanitarian reasons, including victims of human trafficking, unaccompanied minors and those with severe medical emergencies.
The directive would also exempt migrants who make appointments with border officials at ports of entry using the CBP One app. About 1,450 appointments are made a day using the app, which launched last year to allow migrants to make asylum claims. 
Immigration advocates worry that Biden's plan would only increase an already monthslong backlog of migrants waiting for an appointment through the app, especially when immigration authorities do not have an accompanying surge of funding.
It could also be difficult for border officials to quickly remove migrants when many agents are already tasked with helping in shelters and other humanitarian tasks, said Jennie Murray, the president of the National Immigration Forum.
"Customs and Border Protection cannot keep up with apprehensions as it is right now because they don't have enough personnel so it would cause more disorder," she said.
Republicans dismissed Biden's order as nothing more than a "political stunt" meant to show toughened immigration enforcement ahead of the election.
"He tried to convince us all for all this time that there was no way he could possibly fix the mess," GOP House Speaker Mike Johnson said at a news conference. "Remember that he engineered it."
In a call organized by Trump's campaign, Stephen Miller, a senior adviser in Trump's White House who orchestrated his most polarizing immigration policies, and Tom Homan, former acting director of the Immigration and Customs Enforcement in the Trump administration, said Biden's order essentially would allow 2,500 people into the country a day and legalize the illegal entry into the U.S.
"The only reason they're doing this is because of the election," Homan said. "They've had three and a half years to take action and done nothing."
Democratic Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer said legislation would have been more effective, but "Republican intransigence has forced the president's hand."
___
Associated Press writers Will Weissert in Washington, Michelle L. Price in New York, Valerie Gonzalez in Reynosa, Mexico, and Kirsten Grieshaber in Berlin contributed to this report. 
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    [image: FILE _ Russian cosmonaut Oleg Kononenko, a crew member of the next mission to the International Space Station, attends a news conference at the Russian leased Baikonur Cosmodrome, in Kazakhstan, on July 21, 2015. The 59-year-old Russian cosmonaut has become the first person to spend 1000 days in space, Russian space agency Roscosmos said Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Kononenko achieved the milestone on Tuesday, having made five journeys to the International Space Station dating back to 2008. (AP Photo/Pavel Golovkin, File)]
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                                        A 59-year-old Russian cosmonaut has become the first person to spend 1,000 days in space, Russian space agency Roscosmos said Wednesday.
Oleg Kononenko achieved the milestone on Tuesday, having made five journeys to the International Space Station dating back to 2008.
His current trip to the ISS began Sept. 15, 2023, when he launched alongside NASA astronaut Loral O'Hara and compatriot Nikolai Chub. 
Kononenko first took the cumulative space time record in February 2024, when he surpassed the total of 878 days, 11 hours, 29 minutes, and 48 seconds set by fellow Russian Gennady Padalka in 2015.
If Kononenko's mission ends as scheduled Sept. 23, 2024, he will have spent a total of 1,110 days in orbit.
"There's this awareness that you have achieved something new and important, that you've overcome a certain milestone, touched the unknown," Kononenko told Russian state news agency TASS. "It gives you confidence, and pride in the work you've done."

    


He also told TASS that his American colleagues on the ISS were among the first to congratulate him on his achievement.
The International Space Station is one of the few areas in which the United States and Russia still cooperate closely following Moscow's invasion of Ukraine in Feb. 2022. Roscosmos announced in December that its cross-flight program with NASA transporting astronauts to the ISS had been extended until 2025.
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    [image: FILE-Kashmiris shout slogans during a protest after Friday prayers against the abrogation of article 370, on the outskirts of Srinagar, Indian controlled Kashmir, Oct. 4, 2019. (AP Photo/ Dar Yasin, File)]
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[image: FILE-Kashmiri women watch from windows of their house during a protest march under the banner of "Quit Kashmir" in Srinagar, India, June 23, 2014. (AP Photo/Mukhtar Khan, File)]
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[image: FILE-Activists of Akhand Bharat Sangarsh Samithi shout slogans and wave Indian flags during a rally supporting the implementation of Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) in Hyderabad, India, Feb. 2, 2020. (AP Photo/Mahesh Kumar A., File)]
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[image: FILE-A general view of the audience during the opening of a temple dedicated to Hindu deity Lord Ram, in Ayodhya, India, Jan. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh, File)]
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[image: FILE- Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, arrives to lead the opening of a temple dedicated to Hinduism's Lord Ram in Ayodhya, India, Jan. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh, File)]
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[image: FILE-All Assam Students Union (AASU) members take out a torch procession to protest against the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) in Guwahati, India, March 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath, File)]
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                                        NEW DELHI (AP) -- For the first time since Prime Minister Narendra Modi's Bharatiya Janata Party swept to power in 2014, the party did not secure a majority on its own in 2024 national election. But the prime minister's coalition is still expected to run the country for another five years. 
Modi's allies generally support pro-Hindu legislation, but making new policies could be complicated by coalition politics and a slimmer majority.

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


Despite a setback, many of the Hindu nationalist policies he's instituted over the last 10 years remain locked in place:
Here is a look at some of these:
KASHMIR'S LOST SPECIAL STATUS
Soon after winning a second term in 2019, the Modi government stripped the special status of the disputed region of Jammu and Kashmir. Since 1954, the Muslim-majority region had been semi-autonomous, with a separate constitution and inherited protections on land and jobs. 

    


The region is now run by unelected government officials and has lost its flag, criminal code and constitution.
The move divided the region into two federal territories, Ladakh and Jammu-Kashmir, both ruled directly by the central government. It was the first time in the history of India that a was downgraded from statehood to a federally administered territory.




That decision now seems to be irreversible, with India's top court in December upholding the move, ruling that the region's special status had been a "temporary provision."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Supreme Court said the government has promised to restore Jammu-Kashmir's statehood and should do so as soon as possible. Ladakh, however, will remain a federal territory. The court also ordered the country's election commission to hold legislative polls in the region by Sept. 30.
A CONTROVERSIAL TEMPLE ON THE SITE OF A RAZED MOSQUE
In January, Modi inaugurated a grand temple to the Hindu god Lord Ram in the northern city of Ayodhya, considered to be the god's birthplace. 
The temple was built on the site of a 16th-century mosque torn down by Hindu mobs in 1992, sparking riots in which nearly 2,000 people were killed.

    


Built at an estimated cost of $217 million and spread over nearly 3 hectares (7.4 acres), the temple stands on a site that has long been a religious flashpoint for the two communities.
The Modi government says the dispute ended in 2019 when India's Supreme Court called the mosque's destruction "an egregious violation" of the law but granted the site to Hindus while giving Muslims a different plot of land.
Hindu hardliners are now eyeing two other mosques that they claim were built on the site of demolished Hindu temples, but a law protects monuments built before the British granted independence to India in 1947 and the opposition is likely to put up a stiff fight if the government seeks to change it. 
CITIZENSHIP FOR NON-MUSLIMS
Just weeks before the election, Modi's government started implementing a 2019 citizenship law the extends citizenship to almost many refugees while barring Muslims
The law provides a fast track to naturalization for Hindus, Parsis, Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains and Christians who fled to Hindu-majority India from Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Pakistan before Dec. 31, 2014. It excludes Muslims, who are a majority in all three nations.

    


Opposition-ruled states like West Bengal and Kerala have said they would not implement the law, as they consider it to be discriminatory.
However, the Modi government started distributing citizenship certificates to non-Muslim migrants as the voting started in the national election.
The law was approved by the Indian Parliament in 2019, but Modi's government delayed its implementation after deadly protests broke out in capital New Delhi and elsewhere. Scores were killed during days of clashes.
___
A previous version of this story incorrectly stated that Jammu and Kashmir had been semi-autonomous since 1957. The correct year is 1954.
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    [image: FILE- Children play on a water pump in an internally displaced camp in Gaoa, Burkina Faso, April 22, 2021. More than half of the displaced by growing violence between Islamic extremists and security forces are children, and many are traumatized by their experiences. But mental health services in the West African country are limited, and children are often overlooked for treatment.(AP Photo/Sam Mednick, File)]
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[image: FILE- Children gather in a classroom at school in the village of Dori, Burkina Faso, Tuesday Oct. 20, 2020. More than half of the displaced by growing violence between Islamic extremists and security forces are children, and many are traumatized by their experiences. But mental health services in the West African country are limited, and children are often overlooked for treatment.(AP Photo/Sam Mednick, File)]
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[image: FILE- Balkissa Barro, 10, center, walks to school with friends in the Burkina Faso village of Dori Tuesday Oct. 20, 2020. More than half of the displaced by growing violence between Islamic extremists and security forces are children, and many are traumatized by their experiences. But mental health services in the West African country are limited, and children are often overlooked for treatment.(AP Photo/Sam Mednick, File)]
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[image: FILE- Children gather in a classroom at school in the village of Dori, Burkina Faso, Tuesday Oct. 20, 2020. More than half of the displaced by growing violence between Islamic extremists and security forces are children, and many are traumatized by their experiences. But mental health services in the West African country are limited, and children are often overlooked for treatment.(AP Photo/Sam Mednick, File)]
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[image: FILE- Balkissa Barro, 10, center, walks to school with friends in the Burkina Faso village of Dori Tuesday Oct. 20, 2020. More than half of the displaced by growing violence between Islamic extremists and security forces are children, and many are traumatized by their experiences. But mental health services in the West African country are limited, and children are often overlooked for treatment.(AP Photo/Sam Mednick, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 3 | FILE- Balkissa Barro, 10, center, walks to school with friends in the Burkina Faso village of Dori Tuesday Oct. 20, 2020. More than half of the displaced by growing violence between Islamic extremists and security forces are children, and many are traumatized by their experiences. But mental health services in the West African country are limited, and children are often overlooked for treatment.(AP Photo/Sam Mednick, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 3
FILE- Balkissa Barro, 10, center, walks to school with friends in the Burkina Faso village of Dori Tuesday Oct. 20, 2020. More than half of the displaced by growing violence between Islamic extremists and security forces are children, and many are traumatized by their experiences. But mental health services in the West African country are limited, and children are often overlooked for treatment.(AP Photo/Sam Mednick, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            JESSICA DONATI

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        DAKAR, Senegal (AP) -- When armed men entered Safi's village in northern Burkina Faso and began firing, she hid in her home with her four children. The gunmen found them and let them live -- to suffer the guilt of survival -- after killing her husband and other relatives.
Safi, whose last name has been withheld for security reasons, is among 2 million people displaced in the West African country by growing violence between Islamic extremists and security forces.
About 60% of the displaced are children. Many are traumatized, but mental health services are limited and children are often overlooked for treatment.
"People often think that the children have seen nothing, nothing has happened to them, it's fine," said Rudy Lukamba, the health coordinator for the International Committee of the Red Cross in Burkina Faso.
He works on a program to help identify and treat traumatized children. It often relies on mothers to spot signs in children as young as 3 or 4. The chances of a successful outcome after treatment is greater when the children have a parental figure in their lives, he said.

    


Mass killings of villagers have become common in northern Burkina Faso as fighters linked to the Islamic State group and al-Qaida attack the army and volunteer forces. Those forces can turn on villages accused of cooperating with the enemy. More than 20,000 people have been killed since the fighting began a decade ago, according to the Armed Conflict Location and Event Data Project, a U.S.-based nonprofit group.




Mental health services in Burkina Faso are often reserved for only the most severe cases. A U.N. survey published in 2023 showed 103 mental health professionals in the country of more than 20 million people, including 11 psychiatrists.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Community-based mental health services by social workers are expanding, now numbering in the hundreds and supported by a small team of U.N. psychologists. In addition, traditional medicine practitioners in Burkina Faso say families are increasingly turning to them for help with traumatized children.

    


But the need is immense. The U.N. said surveys by it and partners show that 10 out of 11 people affected by the conflict show signs of trauma.
With no money and fearing another attack, Safi set off on foot with seven children, including her own, across the arid plains in search of safety. They settled in a community in Ouahigouya, the capital of Yatenga province, and sought help.
It was there that Safi learned how post-traumatic stress can affect children. They had nightmares and couldn't sleep. During the day, they didn't play with other children. Through the ICRC, Safi was connected with a health worker who helped through home visits and art, encouraging the children to draw their fears and talk about them.
Traditional medicine practitioners are also helping traumatized children. One, Rasmane Rouamba, said he treats about five children a month, adapting the approach depending on the trauma suffered.
Children in Burkina Faso also have lost access to education and basic healthcare in fighting-affected areas.

    


The closure of schools is depriving almost 850,000 children of access to education, the U.N. children's agency has said. The closure of hundreds of health facilities has left 3.6 million people without access to care, it said.
Burkina Faso's government has struggled to improve security.
The country's military leader, Capt. Ibrahim Traore, seized power in 2022 amid frustrations with the government over the deadly attacks. He is expected to remain in office for another five years, delaying the junta's promises of a democratic transition.
Around half of Burkina Faso's territory remains outside government control. Civic freedoms have been rolled back and journalists expelled.
And the country has distanced itself from regional and Western nations that don't agree with its approach, severing military ties with former colonial ruler France and turning to Russia instead for security support.
Safi, adrift with her children, said she plans to stay in her new community for now. She has no money or other place to go.

    


"There's a perfect harmony in the community, and they have become like family," she said.
___
The Associated Press receives financial support for global health and development coverage in Africa from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation Trust. The AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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After crackdown on Hong Kong, overseas communities carry the torch to keep Tiananmen memories alive

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Vigils were held in Taipei and London on Tuesday to commemorate the 35th anniversary of a bloody crackdown on pro-democracy protests in Beijing's Tiananmen Square. (AP video shot by: Johnson Lai and Tian Macleod Ji)
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            Tiananmen play commemorates victims of crackdown for new audience

        
        
            Thirty-five years after the 1989 Tiananmen Square crackdown, a play commemorating the victims has been staged in London. "May 35th" tells the story of an elderly couple whose son died during the massacre, which left hundreds, if not thousands, of pro-democracy protesters dead. (AP Video: Tian Macleod Ji)
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    [image: Rowena He poses for a photograph after the play "May 35th," whose title is a roundabout way to refer to June 4, in London, Thursday, May 30, 2024. As the 35th anniversary of Beijing's Tiananmen Square crackdown neared, Rowena He, a prominent scholar of the bloody chapter of modern China, was busy flying between the United States, Britain and Canada to give a series of talks. Each was aimed at speaking out for those who cannot. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)]
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[image: Rowena He speaks during an interview after the play "May 35th," in London, Thursday, May 30, 2024. As the 35th anniversary of Beijing's Tiananmen Square crackdown neared, Rowena He, a prominent scholar of the bloody chapter of modern China, was busy flying between the United States, Britain and Canada to give a series of talks. Each was aimed at speaking out for those who cannot. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)]
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[image: The brochures of "May 35th," are displayed at a playhouse in London, Thursday, May 30, 2024. As the 35th anniversary of Beijing's Tiananmen Square crackdown neared, Rowena He, a prominent scholar of the bloody chapter of modern China, was busy flying between the United States, Britain and Canada to give a series of talks. Each was aimed at speaking out for those who cannot. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)]
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[image: Exiled Hong Kong activist Carmen Lau who is acting in the play "May 35th", poses for a photograph besides the pictures depicting Hong Kong protest, in London, Thursday, May 30, 2024. As the 35th anniversary of Beijing's Tiananmen Square crackdown neared, Rowena He, a prominent scholar of the bloody chapter of modern China, was busy flying between the United States, Britain and Canada to give a series of talks. Each was aimed at speaking out for those who cannot. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)]
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[image: A painting depicting Tiananmen Square crackdown is shown at a playhouse, in London, Thursday, May 30, 2024. As the 35th anniversary of Beijing's Tiananmen Square crackdown neared, Rowena He, a prominent scholar of the bloody chapter of modern China, was busy flying between the United States, Britain and Canada to give a series of talks. Each was aimed at speaking out for those who cannot. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)]
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[image: A yellow ribbon written "Free Hong Kong" is displayed at a playhouse, in London, Thursday, May 30, 2024. As the 35th anniversary of Beijing's Tiananmen Square crackdown neared, Rowena He, a prominent scholar of the bloody chapter of modern China, was busy flying between the United States, Britain and Canada to give a series of talks. Each was aimed at speaking out for those who cannot. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)]
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                                        HONG KONG (AP) -- As the 35th anniversary of Beijing's Tiananmen Square crackdown neared, Rowena He, a prominent scholar of that bloody chapter of modern China's history, was busy flying between the United States, Britain and Canada to give a series of talks. Each was aimed at speaking out for those who cannot.
The 1989 crackdown, in which government troops opened fire on student-led pro-democracy protesters, resulting in hundreds, if not thousands, dead, remains a taboo subject in mainland China. In Hong Kong, once a beacon of commemorative freedom, the massive June 4 annual vigil that mourned the victims for decades has vanished, a casualty of the city's clampdown on dissidents following huge anti-government protests in 2019.
He was still reeling from the loss of her academic position after Hong Kong authorities last year rejected her visa renewal, widely seen as a sign of the financial hub's decline in intellectual freedom. Despite the exhausting schedule of talks, the former protester in the southern Chinese city of Guangzhou in 1989 viewed this as her duty.

    


"We cannot light the candles in Hong Kong anymore. So we would light it everywhere, globally," she said.




As Beijing's toughened political stance effectively extinguished any large-scale commemorations within its borders, overseas commemorative events have grown increasingly crucial for preserving memories of the Tiananmen crackdown. Over the past few years, a growing number of talks, rallies, exhibitions and plays on the subject have emerged in the U.S., Britain, Canada, Australia and Taiwan.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

These activities foster hope and counteract the aggressive efforts to erase reminders of the crackdown, particularly those seen in Hong Kong. In 2021, the city's police charged three leaders of the group that organized the vigil with subversion under a 2020 sweeping national security law that has all but wiped out public dissent. Later, the group voted to disband. Tiananmen-related statues were also removed from universities.

    


Last week, under a new, home-grown security law, Hong Kong police arrested seven people on suspicion of alleged sedition over their posting of social media content about commemorating the Tiananmen crackdown. A Christian newspaper, which typically publishes content related to the event ahead of its anniversary, left its front page mostly blank. It said it could only turn words into blank squares and white space to respond to the current situation. 
On Tuesday, the park that used to hold the vigil will be occupied by a carnival held by pro-Beijing groups. 
However, attempts to silence commemorative efforts have failed to erase the harrowing memories from the minds of a generation of liberal-minded Chinese in the years after tanks rolled into the heart of Beijing to break up weeks of student-led protests that had spread to other cities and were seen as a threat to Communist Party rule.
He, who was 17 years old at the time, recalls that protesters like her took to the streets out of love for their country. When the crackdown happened, she spent the entire night in front of her TV, unable to sleep. After she returned to school, she was required to recite the official narrative -- that the government had successfully quelled a riot -- in order to pass her exams.

    


"I never killed anyone. But I lived with that survivor's guilt all those years," she said.
To preserve memories of the event, a museum dedicated to the Tiananmen crackdown opened in New York last June. It features exhibits such as a blood-stained shirt and a tent used by student protesters. 
A similar museum operated by vigil organizers was shuttered in Hong Kong in 2021. 
As of early May, its board chair Wang Dan, also a leading former student leader of the Tiananmen protests, estimated the New York museum attracted about 1,000 people, including Chinese immigrants, U.S. citizens and Hong Kongers. To expand its audience, Wang said he plans to organize temporary exhibitions on university campuses in the U.S., and possibly in other countries over the longer term.

    


He said overseas memorial events are crucial because mainland Chinese and Hong Kongers can see overseas memorial activities online. 
"It can have an effect in mainland China because young people there all know how to use VPNs to circumvent internet censorship," he said. 
Aline Sierp, a professor of European history and memory studies at Maastricht University in the Netherlands, said overseas commemorative activities allow the memories to travel and endure, providing access for other people and future generations. 
But she said it can be "a double-edged sword" because adapting the memories to new places might risk fragmenting or de-contextualizing them in the future. 
Alison Landsberg, a memory studies scholar at George Mason University in Virginia, said that overseas efforts carry the potential to inspire people from other places who are facing their own challenges in the pursuit of democracy.

    


To carry the memories forward, film and television dramas can be powerful tools for people to take on memories of events through which they didn't live, she said. 
She said overseas theater productions about the crackdown, which began last year in Taiwan and continued in London this year, have a greater possibility of making those connections and potentially reaching a broader audience.
"When you have a dramatic narrative, you have the capacity to bring the viewer into the story in a kind of intimate way," Landsberg said.
Last week, members of an audience at a London theater were visibly moved, some to tears, after watching the play "May 35th," a title that subtly references the June 4 crackdown.
The play, produced by Lit Ming-wai, part of the Hong Kong diaspora who moved to the U.K. after the enactment of the 2020 security law, tells the story of an elderly couple who wish to properly mourn their son who died in 1989. 
Its director, Kim Pearce, who was born in the U.K. in the 1980s, said the tragedy had resonated with her from a young age and she was once moved to tears when she read the poem "Tiananmen" by James Fenton. Working on this project, she said, has further deepened her connection to the stories.
British theater-goer Sue Thomas, 64, also found the play deeply moving. "Particularly as a parent myself now, which I wasn't then, which sort of made me think of it in a much more sort of heartfelt way," she said.
At the theater, He, the scholar, served as one of the post-show speakers, sharing her struggles and the motivations behind her work with the audience. She said the play was so powerful that it made her relive the trauma of the past 35 years, leaving her in tears and causing her to lose her contact lenses.
"It shows how much suffering people had to endure all these years," she said. "If there's anything we can do, I hope that we would bring the younger generation to understand this."
___
Ji reported from London. 
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Steve Bannon, a longtime ally of former President Donald Trump, must report to prison by July 1 to serve his four-month sentence for defying a subpoena from the House committee that investigated the U.S. Capitol insurrection, a federal judge ruled Thursday. 
U.S. District Judge Carl Nichols in Washington granted prosecutors' request to make Bannon begin serving his prison term after a three-judge panel of a federal appeals court last month upheld his contempt of Congress conviction. But Nichols also made clear in his ruling that Bannon could seek a stay of his order, which could delay his surrender date.
Outside the courthouse, Bannon told reporters: "I've got great lawyers, and we're going to go all the way to the Supreme Court if we have to."
Nichols, who was nominated to the bench by Trump, a Republican, had initially allowed Bannon to remain free while he fought his conviction. But the panel of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit said all of Bannon's challenges lack merit. 

    


Bannon was convicted in 2022 of two counts of contempt of Congress: one for refusing to sit for a deposition with the Jan. 6 House Committee and the other for refusing to provide documents related to his involvement in Trump's efforts to overturn his 2020 presidential election loss to Democrat Joe Biden.




Bannon's lawyer at trial argued that the charges were politically motivated and that the former adviser didn't ignore the subpoena but was still engaged in good-faith negotiations with the congressional committee when he was charged. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The defense has said Bannon had been acting on the advice of his attorney at the time, who told him that the subpoena was invalid because the committee would not allow a Trump lawyer in the room and that Bannon could not determine what documents or testimony he could provide because Trump has asserted executive privilege. 

    


Defense lawyer David Schoen told the judge the defense had planned to ask the full U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals and the Supreme Court, if necessary, to review the matter. Schoen said it would be unfair to send Bannon to prison now because he would have already completed his sentence before those rulings could be handed down. 
"That might serve a political agenda; but it would be a grave injustice," Schoen wrote in court papers. 
A second Trump aide, trade advisor Peter Navarro, was also convicted of contempt of Congress and reported to prison in March to serve his four-month sentence.
Navarro had maintained that he couldn't cooperate with the committee because Trump had invoked executive privilege. But courts have rejected that argument, finding Navarro couldn't prove Trump had actually invoked it.
The House Jan. 6 committee's final report asserted that Trump criminally engaged in a "multi-part conspiracy" to overturn the lawful results of the 2020 election and failed to act to stop his supporters from attacking the Capitol, concluding an extraordinary 18-month investigation into the former president and the violent insurrection two years ago.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/steve-bannon-contempt-jan-6-committee-prison-2da50bcf2f8ff8f3e01ef4bf2b1b845e



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Secret Service head says RNC security plans not final as protesters allege free speech restrictions | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Secret Service head says RNC security plans not final as protesters allege free speech restrictions

    Secret Service head says RNC security plans not final as protesters allege free speech restrictions

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: U.S. Secret Service Director Kimberly Cheatle speaks during a Republican National Convention security news conference Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Milwaukee. At left is FBI special agent Michael Hensle. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)]
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                                        MILWAUKEE (AP) -- The head of the U.S. Secret Service said Thursday that security plans for the Republican National Convention are still being determined as protesters blasted restrictions they claimed will violate free speech with just weeks until the event.
Roughly 30,000 visitors are expected in Milwaukee next month when former President Donald Trump is slated to become the Republican party's official presidential nominee. Largescale demonstrations are expected, but how close protesters will be allowed to the downtown Fiserv Forum convention site is up in the air. Top RNC officials have expressed safety concerns and protesters have sued the city of Milwaukee over rules laying out where demonstrations will be allowed. 
Secret Service Director Kimberly Cheatle said law enforcement agencies have been making safety plans for more than a year, including working with businesses on potential impact and creating a secure zone around the convention site. She said further details would come in two weeks. 

    



    


"We're fully prepared," she told reporters at a briefing with Milwaukee police and fire officials. "We realize that there most likely will be demonstrations but we're prepared to address those." 




Cheatle said she is in communications with RNC officials but sidestepped direct questions about their safety concerns. RNC leaders have sent a letter to the Secret Service asking officials to keep protesters back farther from the site than had been originally planned, arguing that an existing plan "creates an elevated and untenable safety risk to the attending public."

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    



    


In March, the Milwaukee Common Council unanimously approved rules that, among other things, requires people protesting within the convention's general security zone to march a specified route. But the route and other details regarding demonstration sites aren't yet public.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Mayor Cavalier Johnson's spokesman Jeff Fleming said the city hosted online signups for groups to demonstrate and more than 70 groups have done so. He said final details will come within weeks. 

    


"Milwaukee has few restrictions on demonstrations throughout the city -- so if a group wants to hold up signs and chant on a street corner a few blocks from the convention location, the city will make reasonable accommodations," he said. 

    


The Coalition to March on the RNC, which makes up dozens of organizations, and the American Civil Liberties Union of Wisconsin filed a lawsuit over the ordinance on Wednesday. They allege Milwaukee's rules governing parade and protest activity violate the First Amendment by unlawfully limiting where protesters can parade and exercise their right to free speech.
"Milwaukee has been rolling out the red carpet for the Republican National Convention and all its attendees, spending millions on their security," Tim Muth, a staff attorney with the ACLU, said in a statement Thursday. "But sadly, the city does not appear to demonstrate that same commitment to protecting the First Amendment rights of people who want to express opposing views on the streets of Milwaukee during the RNC."

    


Earlier this week, Cheatle was in Chicago for a security briefing on the Democratic National Convention, which the city will host in August. More visitors -- roughly 50,000 -- and protests are expected. Protesters there have voiced similar concerns about restrictions and filed lawsuits. Chicago police say they're prepared to handle crowds and are undergoing specialized training in de-escalation and First Amendment issues.
Milwaukee Police Chief Jeffrey Norman said officers were ready for the RNC and will get help from law enforcement agencies in other cities and the National Guard if needed.
"This particular event is nothing different than any other event that's gone on in the city of Milwaukee," he said. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/protests-milwaukee-rnc-republican-lawsuit-security-cf95ce1447d85dd344e9273908eba7b2
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- A top ally and potential running mate of former President Donald Trump is launching a new effort to win over Black and other nonwhite working class voters he argues could be the deciding factor in November's elections.
South Carolina Sen. Tim Scott, the only Black Republican in the Senate, will lead a $14 million campaign targeting minority voters in seven key swing states.
Scott's push comes as Trump's campaign is ramping up its own outreach efforts to Hispanic and Black voters, especially Black men, in his expected rematch against President Joe Biden. And it gives Scott, one of several Republicans being vetted for vice president, another platform to demonstrate his loyalty -- and utility -- to the presumptive GOP nominee.

    


Scott says that, with Trump atop the ticket, he believes Republicans have a unique opportunity to chip into Democrats' historic dominance with minority voters. Polls show many Black and other nonwhite adults are dissatisfied with Biden's performance, though Trump could have an uphill battle winning them over given his own unpopularity with those groups.

    


"Much to the chagrin of many folks, there's no doubt that African American men are wide open for a political shift of partisanship," Scott said as he briefed reporters on the effort in Washington this week.




The new campaign will be run by Scott's Great Opportunity PAC, which was formed after he suspended his campaign for the GOP nomination last year. Aides say the group will work to win over more than 1 million potential voters it has identified in Georgia, North Carolina, Arizona, Wisconsin, Michigan, Nevada and Pennsylvania. 

    



    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    


The campaign will include canvassing, digital advertising, direct mail, events and appearances by Scott and other elected officials in minority communities that Scott said Republicans have too often avoided.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

While it remains separate from Trump's campaign, aides said Scott recently met with Republican National Committee Chairman Michael Whatley and Co-Chair Lara Trump to brief them on his plans.

    



    


"We will fight for and earn the vote of Black and brown voters and in doing so help Donald J. Trump win the Presidency and Republicans win back the House and Senate," reads a memo from Jennifer DeCasper, who managed Scott's 2024 campaign. 
Trump has held a number of events in recent weeks aimed at those groups, including a rally in the New York's South Bronx and a dinner Wednesday evening with students and alumni from historically Black colleges and universities at his Mar-a-Lago club in Palm Beach, Florida.
At the same time, national Democrats are investing heavily in stopping Trump from making inroads with a core constituency. Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris, the first Black vice president, last week launched a Black voter outreach campaign by pointing to their efforts to boost funding for those schools, forgive federal student loan debt and pardon those sentenced for simple marijuana possession.
Biden also accused Trump at the event of sowing "anger, resentment and hate" and pointed to Trump's history of controversies around race, from his real estate business being sued for allegedly discriminating against Black renters to his comments after the death of George Floyd, a Black man killed by police.

    



    


Scott's group believes a fundamental realignment is underway. It notes that Trump in 2016 won large swaths of white working class voters who had once formed the heart of Democrats' Rust Belt base. Now, it says it sees signs of a broader shift in which more nonwhite working class voters could turn to Trump, too.
Even a small shift of only a few percentage points with minority voters could make the difference in what is expected to be an exceptionally close election that will be decided in a handful of battleground states.
Many Black and Hispanic adults are indeed dissatisfied with Biden's performance as president. According to surveys by The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research, Biden's approval among Black adults has dropped from 94% when he took office to 55% in March. Among Hispanic adults, it dropped from 70% to 32% over the same period.

    


But a February AP-NORC poll found only about one-quarter of Black adults had a favorable view of Trump, which could make it harder for him to capitalize on Biden's shortcomings. Hispanics are more evenly split, with about half, 52%, having an unfavorable view of both presumptive nominees.

    


In 2020, nonwhite voters overwhelmingly backed Biden, regardless of education level, according to AP VoteCast, an extensive national survey of the electorate. About one-quarter of nonwhite voters supported Trump that year.
Hispanic voters without college degrees were slightly more likely than other nonwhite voters to support Trump in 2020, according to the survey, but still largely backed Biden. There was no education gap for Black voters in 2020. About 9 in 10 Black voters with or without a college degree supported Biden. Only about 1 in 10 backed Trump.

    


Nonetheless, Scott argues Trump's tenure was better for Black Americans, citing policies like a bipartisan criminal justice reform package Trump signed into law and his funding for historically Black colleges and universities. Voters, he said, are angry and looking for better economic conditions, safer neighborhoods and better schools.
"We've seen a lot of seed in this soil that is germinating," he said. "So if the Republican Party has -- I think that we do -- the good sense and the good marketing machine and, frankly, a good microphone -- someone who's good at speaking into that microphone -- we have a real strong opportunity to make this election unlike the previous elections."
That could include, Scott allies say, having the senator on Trump's ticket.
Many of those on Trump's vice-presidential shortlist have been jockeying for favor as the Republican National Convention, where Trump has said he could unveil his pick, draws closer. Several contenders traveled to New York to appear with Trump during his criminal hush money trial, with many echoing his attacks on the criminal justice system. 
Scott has made several of his own appearances with Trump, including at fundraisers, and frequently defends him on television. Trump has joked that Scott has been a far better surrogate for the former president's campaign than he was a candidate.
Trump could be bolstered, Scott insisted, by his guilty verdict in New York on 34 counts of falsifying business records in a scheme to cover up hush money payments to a porn actor during his 2016 campaign.
"On the 34 counts, I honestly think that the decision last week is actually helpful to driving more folks to the Republican Party," he said, pointing to the influx of campaign contributions that poured in after Trump became the first former president and presumptive major party nominee in U.S. history to be convicted of felony crimes.
He said Black men in particular are "fed up" by what they see as a "two-tiered justice system."
"I think African American men specifically have experienced a lot with the justice system, not all of it good. And, therefore, watching an injustice play out that is just so blatant, a lot of African American men have said, 'You know what? I'm going to take a closer look at the Republican Party and the GOP,'" he claimed.
Trump had made a similar case at a Black conservative gala in Scott's home state of South Carolina earlier this year. He told the audience then that his criminal indictments had bolstered his support among Black Americans, comparing his legal jeopardy with the historic legacy of anti-Black prejudice in the U.S. legal system.
The comment was among several that have been criticized as racist or tone deaf as Trump has made his pitch.
Pressed on those claims, Scott instead pointed to some of Biden's past controversial comments on race, including criticism by his now vice president during the 2020 campaign over his stance on school busing as a means to achieve desegregation.
"I'll take that fight every day of the week, frankly," he said.
___ Associated Press writers Linley Sanders and Amelia Thomson DeVeaux contributed to this report.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the 2024 election at https://apnews.com/hub/election-2024.
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[image: the Texas Governor's Mansion Wednesday, July 18, 2012, in Austin, Texas. After four years, the historic Texas Governor's Mansion was restored in a $25 million project after the building was nearly destroyed by fire. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The American Civil Liberties Union filed legal challenges against former President Donald Trump 's administration more than 400 times during his time in the White House, helping to halt an array of policies, including separating immigrant children from their parents.
The ACLU isn't conceding that Trump will beat President Joe Biden this year. But it's publishing a blueprint on how it plans to respond to a second Trump term given his promises to go much further on immigration, with calls for mass raids and the largest deportation operation in U.S. history.
Advocacy groups are making contingency plans to try and tie up Trump's priorities in court or through the workings of government. Trump's allies, mindful of the resistance he faced in the White House and anticipating the chance to remake huge swaths of government, have prepared policy books and staffing plans of their own, including one effort known as "Project 2025."

    



    


The ACLU shared a memo offering possible responses on immigration policy with The Associated Press ahead of its formal release on Thursday. 
"This is really kind of the sequel on the earlier work that we did fighting off the worst of the Trump abuses," said Anthony Romero, the group's president. 




Here's a look at the ACLU's strategy and how it might play out. 

    


What's Trump planning?

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    


Immigration is a centerpiece of the former president's campaign to reclaim the White House. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Trump has endorsed major arrest operations against people in the country illegally with the help of the National Guard. He's talked of opening sprawling detention camps and fast-tracking deportations. 

    


He's also discussed ending automatic citizenship for anyone born in this country, a guarantee in the 14th Amendment that some conservatives argue shouldn't apply to the children of people in the U.S. illegally. Trump may additionally revive some of his first-term policies, like banning entry into the U.S. of people from some majority-Muslim countries or separating immigrant families anew. 

    


Karoline Leavitt, a campaign spokeswoman for the former president, said Trump will "act to secure the southern border and reimplement his prior effective policies to protect our homeland, no matter what challenges are thrown his way or no matter how long it takes."
How will the ACLU respond?
With lawsuits. Likely lots of them. 

    


Trump has suggested he can streamline arrests and deportations by evoking the Alien Enemies Act of 1789, which could allow him to unilaterally detain and deport some noncitizens. The ACLU counters that the act only gives the president limited use of such powers during a "declared war," or an "invasion or predatory incursion" involving a foreign nation or government.
It further argues that carrying out Trump's plans will violate constitutional protections against unreasonable search and seizure, including arrests and detentions without a specific reason to detain a certain individual. 
Separately, Trump has pointed to the Insurrection Act, which gives the president powers to use the military as a domestic police force, and suggested that troops could help handle his immigration plans' complicated logistics. But the ACLU says the Posse Comitatus Act, which dates back to 1878 and which Congress has moved to strengthen more recently, forbids using the military in civilian law enforcement. 

    


The memo says Trump's pledges to end birthright citizenship, meanwhile, contradict constitutional guarantees of citizenship to people born in the United States without regard for parentage and that the Supreme Court has affirmed that those guarantees applied to U.S-born children -- even if their parents didn't have citizenship rights. 

    


Regarding the potential separation of immigrant families, the ACLU settled with the federal government last year a case it initiated against the Trump administration in 2018, opposing the separating of a Congolese woman being held in a detention facility in California, from her then-7-year-old daughter, who was in a Chicago facility. Any attempt by a new Trump administration to restart the policies would contradict the court-ordered settlement agreement, the ACLU argues, and give it the grounds for new legal challenges.

    


How could Trump respond? 
The conservative Heritage Foundation has helped create a more than 1,000-page "Project 2025" handbook. It includes scores of proposed actions on immigration and could potentially make a new Trump White House more prepared to overcome lawsuits on the issue than the first one was. 
"The second Trump administration, if there is one, will be better prepared," said Stephen Yale-Loehr, a professor of immigration law practice at Cornell University.
He noted that the first Trump administration often saw its policies halted by rulemaking and procedural mistakes that it could fix this time around -- it could use past legal decisions to find workarounds.
"Both sides have seen the litigation battles, and seen how the courts have ruled," Yale-Loehr said.

    


Did lawsuits work during Trump's first term? 
Yes, to a point.
Legal challenges helped stop the Trump administration from separating immigrant families at the border and degrading immigration protections offered under Temporary Protected Status and the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program, whose recipients are commonly called "Dreamers." 
The group notes that when its challenges weren't ultimately successful -- like when the Supreme Court reversed injunctions against the Trump administration's ban on travelers from several majority Muslim countries -- they nonetheless forced officials to scale back their intentions. 
Lucas Guttentag, a Stanford University law professor who founded the ACLU's Immigrants' Rights Project, said that though the Supreme Court now has a 6-3 conservative majority, it and lower appeals courts may remain skeptical of the constitutionality of some of Trump's top plans.
But he also said that isn't a guarantee others won't be allowed to stand.
"The only foolproof mechanism is to defeat him at the ballot box," Guttentag said.
What about the ACLU's plans beyond lawsuits? 
The group will urge state and local leaders to help protect against mass deportations by funding legal counsel for immigrants. It also wants them to better cooperate to track large-scale arrests and document racial profiling.
It plans to urge Democratic-led legislatures and city councils to restrict federal government access to their resources for mass detention and deportation efforts. 
Romero said the ACLU is identifying "real, clear guardrails, real barriers -- at the very least, they're speed bumps -- for the Trump administration to get over."
"Litigation takes time," he said, "so if you can preserve the status quo for the longest period of time that is success in our book."
What about Trump's plans beyond immigration? 
The ACLU will release seven subsequent policy memos responding to Trump's campaign promises on top issues. That includes plans to curb potential abuses of executive power and better safeguard things like LGBTQ rights, reproductive freedom, voting rights and diversity, equality and inclusion protections.
It is set to release each plan weekly leading up to the Republican National Convention, which opens July 15 in Milwaukee.
What about Biden?
President Joe Biden on Tuesday announced plans to significantly restrict the number of immigrants seeking asylum at the U.S.-Mexico border. Romero said the ACLU is preparing likely legal challenges against that order. His group repeatedly sued the Biden and Obama administrations over immigration policy in the past -- though not at the pace of its challenges to Trump's White House. 
The ACLU is also planning to release six upcoming issue memos for Biden's reelection bid ahead of August's Democratic National Convention in Chicago. 
"There's a stark contrast between Biden and Trump," Romero said, "but there's still an unfinished agenda with Team Biden."
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Supreme Court sided with Native American tribes Thursday in a dispute with the federal government over the cost of health care when tribes run programs in their own communities. 
The 5-4 decision means the government will cover millions in overhead costs that two tribes faced when they took over running their health care programs under a law meant to give Native Americans more local control.
Covering those costs is "necessary to prevent a funding gap," Chief Justice John Roberts wrote in the majority opinion. Not reimbursing them forces tribes to "pay a penalty for pursuing self-determination." 
The Department of Health and Human Services had argued it isn't responsible for the overhead costs associated with billing insurance companies, Medicare and Medicaid. 
Paying those costs for all tribes that run their own health care programs could total between $800 million and $2 billion per year, the agency said. 

    


"The extra federal money that the Court today green-lights does not come free," Justice Brett Kavanaugh wrote in the dissent, which was joined by Justices Clarence Thomas, Samuel Alito and Amy Coney Barrett. "In my view, the court should leave those difficult appropriations decisions and tradeoffs to Congress." 




The federal Indian Health Service has provided tribal health care since the 1800s under treaty obligations, but the facilities are often inadequate and understaffed, the San Carlos Apache Tribe in Arizona said in court documents. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Health care spending per person by the IHS is just one-third of federal spending in the rest of the country, the Northern Arapaho Tribe in Wyoming said in court documents. Native American tribal populations have an average life expectancy of about 65 years, nearly 11 years less than the U.S. as a whole.
Attorney Adam Unikowsky, who represented the Northern Arapaho Tribe, said the decision puts tribes on equal footing with IHS on health care and will "promote tribal sovereignty and provide resources for health care in under-served communities."

    


The tribes contracted with IHS to run their own programs ranging from emergency services to substance-abuse treatment. The agency paid the tribes the money it would have spent to run those services, but the contract didn't include the overhead costs for billing insurance companies or Medicare and Medicaid, since other agencies handle it when the government is running the program.
The tribes, though, had to do the billing themselves. That cost the San Carlos Apache Tribe nearly $3 million in overhead over three years and the Northern Arapaho Tribe $1.5 million over a two-year period, they said. Two lower courts agreed with the tribes. 
The Department of Health and Human Services appealed to the Supreme Court, arguing that that tribes do get some money for overhead costs but the government isn't responsible for costs associated with third-party income. 
The majority of federally recognized tribes now contract with IHS to run at least part of their own health care programming. 
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    [image: FILE - The briefcase of a census taker is seen as she knocks on the door of a residence, Aug. 11, 2020, in Winter Park, Fla. The U.S. Census Bureau didn't adequately monitor contracts worth hundreds of millions of dollars dealing with advertising to promote participation in the 2020 census, possibly wasting taxpayers dollars, according to the Office of Inspector General. (AP Photo/John Raoux, File)]
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                                        The U.S. Census Bureau didn't properly administer or monitor contract orders worth hundreds of millions of dollars dealing with advertising to promote participation in the 2020 census, possibly wasting taxpayers' dollars, according to the Office of Inspector General.
Bureau contracting officers failed to make sure standards were followed to measure the performance of contractors and didn't receive supporting documentation for paid media invoices totaling $363 million, according to an audit report released last month by the watchdog agency.
"As a result, the bureau could have accepted substandard performance, potentially wasting millions of taxpayer dollars on advertising that did not fully meet program goals and reach intended audiences," the report said.
The inspector general's audit focused on $436.5 million worth of contract orders for paid advertising promoting participation in the once-a-decade head count that determines political power and the allocation of $2.8 trillion in federal funding in the U.S.

    


One example was an order in May 2020 to spend $2.2 million on flyers placed on pizza boxes that promoted filling out the census questionnaire online during the early days of stay-at-home orders issued because of the COVID-19 pandemic. The bureau couldn't provide supporting documentation showing that the flyers had been delivered in ZIP codes where the intended audience lived, the audit report said.




While the findings in the audit report are valid, the communications campaign was a success despite facing many challenges, the Census Bureau said in a response.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The U.S. head count campaign was the first to encourage all participants to fill out the form online and also faced unprecedented obstacles in reaching people from the pandemic, wildfires, hurricanes and social justice protests that sometimes hampered census takers' ability to reach homes, according to the bureau.

    


The campaign "increased awareness of the census and encouraged self-response through a variety of communication channels, successfully pivoting to use innovative communication techniques in lieu of in-person local and national activities," the bureau said.
___
Follow Mike Schneider on X, formerly known as Twitter: @MikeSchneiderAP.
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    [image: Polish troops guard the metal barrier border with Belarus, in Bialowieza Forest, on Wednesday, May 29, 2024. Poland says neighboring Belarus and its main supporter Russia are behind a surging push by migrants in Belarus toward the European Union. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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[image: A Polish soldier patrols the metal barrier border with Belarus, in Bialowieza Forest, on Wednesday, May 29, 2024. Poland says neighboring Belarus and its main supporter Russia are behind a surging push by migrants in Belarus toward the European Union. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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[image: FILE - Poland's Prime Minister Donald Tusk, centre, Defense Minister Wladyslaw Kosiniak-Kamysz, centre left, and Interior Minister Tomasz Siemoniak,, visit visit troops who patrol Poland's border with Belarus, in Dubicze Cerkiewna, eastern Poland on Wednesday, May 29, 2024. Poland says neighboring Belarus and its main supporter Russia are behind a surging push by migrants in Belarus toward the European Union. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski, File)]
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                                        WARSAW, Poland (AP) -- A Polish soldier who was stabbed last month at the eastern border with Belarus has died, Poland's military said Thursday. It said earlier the soldier was stabbed in the chest by a migrant who reached through the bars of the border barrier. 
The soldier was hospitalized in serious condition in the town of Hajnowka. On Thursday he was taken to a military hospital in Warsaw but died there in the afternoon, the military said.
"A young soldier, Mateusz, gave his life in the defense of Poland's border," Prime Minister Donald Tusk wrote on the social platform X.
"The motherland and his compatriots will never forget about this sacrifice. I extend words of deepest sympathy to his family," Tusk wrote. 
The situation at the European Union's eastern border is increasingly tense under pressure from thousands of people from the Middle East, Asia and Africa trying to force their way through a metal barrier that Poland put up in 2022 to seal the frontier. Latest figures from the Polish Border Guard say there have been some 17,000 attempts at illegally crossing the border this year. 

    


Poland and the EU say many of the migrants are organized and aided by Russia and its ally Belarus to destabilize Europe. According to Polish officials, about 90% of the migrants at Poland's border have Russian visas, which points to Russia's role. 




The pressure intensified this spring, ahead of key elections to the European Parliament. In-person voting began on Thursday, in the Netherlands, with the other 26 EU member states due to go to the polls by June 9.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"For the first time we are dealing with a situation when a neighboring country is supporting migrants in an evident way and these poor people are tools of that policy," a spokesman for Poland's Foreign Ministry told The Associated Press. 
The border is patrolled by about 6,000 Polish army troops, some 2,200 border guards and a few hundred police. Recently, some other officers also required hospital treatment for knife and other wounds inflicted from behind the barrier.

    


Following the stabbing attack, the government vowed to further step up security at the border and areas of buffer zones, where only the guards can go, to facilitate their task. 
Poland has been taking steps to warn and dissuade potential migrants from trying to go via Poland, through information and posters disseminated in North African, Middle East countries and Turkey. The efforts have been successful in reducing the flow, said Foreign Ministry spokesman Pawel Wronski.
But recently more migrants have been arriving from Central African countries like Somalia, Eritrea or Yemen, where Western countries have limited possibilities of reaching people with information about the non-passable border, Wronski said.
Government officials on Thursday demanded explanations after it emerged that three soldiers were handcuffed and detained by Polish military police in March for having fired warning shots when faced with an advancing group of migrants on the border with Belarus. 

    


The soldiers had allegedly fired warning shots first into the air and then into the ground as they tried to stop an advancing migrant group on Polish territory. No one was injured. Polish media report growing discontent among the military over the way their colleagues were treated.
Government officials say the detention was an excessive measure given the circumstances. 
"This is a shocking case, considering the fact that our soldiers were recently repeatedly attacked by aggressors from the Belarus side," said President Andrzej Duda, who is the supreme commander of Poland's armed forces. 
Defense Minister Wladyslaw Kosiniak-Kamysz said the military police overreacted and demanded clarification from them and from the prosecutors who are investigating. Prosecutors said Thursday footage from the shooting did not show the soldiers being in a life-threatening situation. One of the soldiers detained has been cleared of the allegations.
"The soldiers at the border are carrying out a mission for the Polish state," Kosiniak-Kamysz told a news conference Thursday. 
"We are always on the side of the soldiers ... of those who carry out their tasks at the border," he said, adding that soldiers, in charge of protecting the border since 2022, have used weapons in emergency situations some 700 times.
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    [image: FILE - This undated photograph handed out by French military shows Russian mercenaries boarding a helicopter in northern Mali. Russia's foreign minister Sergey Lavrov went on a tour of the Sub-Saharan region of the Sahel this week, as Moscow seeks to grow its influence in the restive, mineral-rich region of Africa. (French Army via AP, File)]
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[image: In this photo released by Russian Foreign Ministry Press Service, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, left, and Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Burkina Faso Karamoko Jean-Marie Traore smile posing for a photo during their meeting in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. Moscow pledged more support to Burkina Faso in fighting extremist military groups, as the Russian foreign minister continues his whirlwind tour of West Africa in an attempt to fill in the vacuum left by the region's traditional Western partners. (Russian Foreign Ministry Press Service via AP)]
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[image: In this photo released by Russian Foreign Ministry Press Service, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, left, and Republic of Congo's President Denis Sassou N'Guesso shake hands during their meeting in Oyo, Republic of Congo, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. Any French military instructors in Ukraine would be a "legitimate target" for Russian armed forces, Russia's Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said Tuesday as he continued his latest tour of Africa, where frustration with the West has swayed several countries toward Moscow. (Russian Foreign Ministry Press Service via AP)]
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[image: In this photo released by Russian Foreign Ministry Press Service, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov speaks during the talks with Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Burkina Faso Karamoko Jean-Marie Traore in Oyo, Congo, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (Russian Foreign Ministry Press Service via AP)]
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[image: In this photo released by Russian Foreign Ministry Press Service, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, left, and Congo's Foreign Minister Jean Claude Gakosso shake hands after a joint news conference in Oyo, Congo, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (Russian Foreign Ministry Press Service via AP)]
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[image: In this photo released by Russian Foreign Ministry Press Service, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov attends a meeting with Republic of Congo's President Denis Sassou N'Guesso in Oyo, Republic of Congo, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. Any French military instructors in Ukraine would be a "legitimate target" for Russian armed forces, Russia's Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said Tuesday as he continued his latest tour of Africa, where frustration with the West has swayed several countries toward Moscow. (Russian Foreign Ministry Press Service via AP)]
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    [image: FILE - This undated photograph handed out by French military shows Russian mercenaries boarding a helicopter in northern Mali. Russia's foreign minister Sergey Lavrov went on a tour of the Sub-Saharan region of the Sahel this week, as Moscow seeks to grow its influence in the restive, mineral-rich region of Africa. (French Army via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - In this photo released by Russian Foreign Ministry Press Service, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, left, and Guinea's foreign minister Morissanda Kouyate shake hands near a portrait of Guinea's President Mamadi Doumbouya during their meeting in Conakry, Guinea, on June 3, 2024. Lavrov went on a tour of the Sub-Saharan region of the Sahel this week, as Moscow seeks to grow its influence in the restive, mineral-rich region of Africa. (Russian Foreign Ministry Press Service via AP, File)]
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[image: In this photo released by Russian Foreign Ministry Press Service, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, left, and Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Burkina Faso Karamoko Jean-Marie Traore smile posing for a photo during their meeting in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. Moscow pledged more support to Burkina Faso in fighting extremist military groups, as the Russian foreign minister continues his whirlwind tour of West Africa in an attempt to fill in the vacuum left by the region's traditional Western partners. (Russian Foreign Ministry Press Service via AP)]
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[image: In this photo released by Russian Foreign Ministry Press Service, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, left, and Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Burkina Faso Karamoko Jean-Marie Traore smile posing for a photo during their meeting in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (Russian Foreign Ministry Press Service via AP)]
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[image: In this photo released by Russian Foreign Ministry Press Service, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, left, and Republic of Congo's President Denis Sassou N'Guesso shake hands during their meeting in Oyo, Republic of Congo, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. Any French military instructors in Ukraine would be a "legitimate target" for Russian armed forces, Russia's Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said Tuesday as he continued his latest tour of Africa, where frustration with the West has swayed several countries toward Moscow. (Russian Foreign Ministry Press Service via AP)]
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[image: In this photo released by Russian Foreign Ministry Press Service, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov speaks during the talks with Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Burkina Faso Karamoko Jean-Marie Traore in Oyo, Congo, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (Russian Foreign Ministry Press Service via AP)]
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[image: In this photo released by Russian Foreign Ministry Press Service, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, left, and Congo's Foreign Minister Jean Claude Gakosso shake hands after a joint news conference in Oyo, Congo, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (Russian Foreign Ministry Press Service via AP)]
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[image: In this photo released by Russian Foreign Ministry Press Service, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov attends a meeting with Republic of Congo's President Denis Sassou N'Guesso in Oyo, Republic of Congo, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. Any French military instructors in Ukraine would be a "legitimate target" for Russian armed forces, Russia's Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said Tuesday as he continued his latest tour of Africa, where frustration with the West has swayed several countries toward Moscow. (Russian Foreign Ministry Press Service via AP)]
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[image: In this photo released by Russian Foreign Ministry Press Service, Republic of Congo's President Denis Sassou N'Guesso attends a meeting with Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov in Oyo, Republic of Congo, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. Any French military instructors in Ukraine would be a "legitimate target" for Russian armed forces, Russia's Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said Tuesday as he continued his latest tour of Africa, where frustration with the West has swayed several countries toward Moscow. (Russian Foreign Ministry Press Service via AP)]
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                                        DAKAR, Senegal (AP) -- Russia's top diplomat pledged help and military assistance while on a whirlwind tour of several countries in Africa's sub-Saharan region of Sahel this week, as Moscow seeks to grow its influence in the restive, mineral-rich section of the continent. 
Russia is emerging as the security partner of choice for a growing number of African governments in the region, displacing traditional allies like France and the United States. Sergey Lavrov, who has made several trips to Africa in recent years, this week stopped in Guinea, the Republic of Congo, Burkina Faso and Chad. 
Moscow has aggressively expanded its military cooperation with African nations by using the private security company Wagner and its likely successor, Africa Corps, with Russian mercenaries taking up roles from protecting African leaders to helping states fight extremists.

    


The Polish Institute of International Affairs said in a study this month that in "creating the Africa Corps, Russia took an assertive approach to expand its military presence in Africa. 
Moscow is also seeking political support, or at least neutrality, from many of Africa's 54 countries over its invasion of Ukraine. African nations make up the largest voting bloc at the United Nations and have been more divided than any other group on General Assembly resolutions criticizing Russia's actions in Ukraine. 




Russia-linked entities also spread disinformation to undermine ties between African states and the West, the Africa Center For Strategic Studies, an academic institution within the U.S. Department of Defense, wrote in a March report. Moscow has been "sponsoring 80 documented campaigns, targeting more than 22 countries," it said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Here's a look at how Russia is expanding its influence in Africa.
WHY ARE AFRICAN NATIONS TURNING TO RUSSIA? 
Russia has taken advantage of political unrest and discontent in coup-hit nations, capitalizing on popular frustration and anger with former colonial power France. Military coups have ousted governments seen close to France and the West and doing little to alleviate grinding poverty, unemployment and other hardships.

    


Russia offers security assistance without interfering in politics, making it an appealing partner in places like Mali, Niger and Burkina Faso, all ruled by military juntas that seized power in recent years. In return, Moscow seeks access to minerals and other contracts. 
Violence linked to extremists allied with al-Qaida and the Islamic State group has been on the rise in Sahel for years, despite efforts by France, the U.S. and other Western allies to help fight the jihadi groups there. In 2013, France launched a near decade long operation in Mali to help fight militants, which expanded to Niger, Burkina Faso and Chad. The operation ended nine years later but the conflict did not, contributing to anger with the West.
The U.S. has further lost its footing with key allies for forcing issues -- including democracy or human rights -- that many African states see as hypocrisy, given Washington's close ties to some autocratic leaders elsewhere. 

    


While the West may pressure African coup leaders over democracy and other issues, Russia doesn't meddle in domestic affairs, Rida Lyammouri, a senior fellow at the Policy Center for the New South, told The Associated Press.
WHAT IS RUSSIA'S INTEREST IN AFRICAN COUNTRIES? 
Africa is rich in minerals, oil and other resources, which come with political and legal challenges. Its resources are increasingly central to economic and national security, such as cobalt, which is used in electronics like mobile phones, or lithium, which is used in batteries.
Russia has thrived in countries where governance is limited, and has signing mining deals through companies it controls. An EU parliament study showed that Russia secured access to gold and diamonds in the Central African Republic, cobalt in Congo, gold and oil in Sudan, chromite in Madagascar, platinum and diamonds in Zimbabwe, and uranium in Namibia. 
The U.S. based non-profit Democracy 21 group said in an analysis last December that Wagner and Russia may have made about $2.5 billion through the African gold trade alone since invading Ukraine in February 2022. 

    


Though Russia is increasingly a partner to African countries in the oil and mining sector, it lags far behind as an overall trading partner. For example, data by the International Monetary shows less than 1% of Africa's exports go to Russia, compared with 33% to the European Union. 
WHERE DO RUSSIAN CONTRACTORS OPERATE IN AFRICA?
The first reports of Wagner mercenaries in Africa emerged in late 2017, when the group was deployed to Sudan to provide support to then-President Omar al-Bashir, in exchange for gold mining concessions. Wagner's presence soon expanded to other African countries.
In 2018, Russian contractors showed up to back powerful commander Khalifa Hifter in eastern Libya who was battling militants. They also helped Hifter in his failed attempt to seize the capital of Tripoli a year later.

    


In the Central African Republic, Russian mercenaries have been providing security since in 2018 and in return have gained access to some of the country's gold and diamond mines.
Coups in Mali in 2020 and 2021, in Burkina Faso in 2022 and in Niger in 2023, brought military juntas critical of the West to power. All three eventually ordered French and other Western forces out, and instead turned to Russia for military support.
Niger ordered the U.S. to withdraw its troops and close its multimillion dollar flagship investment in a sprawling military and spy base in Agadez earlier this year, after a meeting with a U.S. delegation ended poorly. The decision has upended U.S. counterinsurgency operations in Africa's Sahel. 
Weeks later, Russian trainers arrived in Niger with new defense equipment. 
___
AP Africa news: https://apnews.com/hub/africa

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/mali-wagner-mercenaries-russia-abuses-b03cf8fe6d9ddbbcdb2d012464944906



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    French citizen arrested in Moscow on charges of collecting military data | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



French citizen arrested in Moscow on charges of collecting military data

                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        MOSCOW (AP) -- Russia's top state criminal investigation agency on Thursday announced the arrest of a French citizen accused of collecting information on military issues, a move that comes as relations between Russia and France have grown increasingly tense over the fighting in Ukraine.
The arrest was announced just as France hosted world leaders on the 80th anniversary of D-Day on Thursday. Russia wasn't invited.
Russia's Investigative Committee said the suspect, whom it didn't identify, is accused of failing to register with authorities as a foreign agent while collecting "information about military and military-technical activities of the Russian Federation." It added that the information could be used to the detriment of the country's security.
Russia's state news agency Tass identified the arrested French citizen as Laurent Vinatier, an employee of the Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue (HD), a Geneva-based non-government organization.

    


HD confirmed Vinatier's detention in a statement released to The Associated Press.
"We are aware that Laurent Vinatier, an advisor at the Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue (HD), has been detained in Russia," it said. "We are working to get more details of the circumstances and to secure Laurent's release."




There was no immediate comment from French authorities.
Russia's Investigative Commitee posted a video showing officers detaining the suspect at a cafe and driving him to the committee's Moscow offices for interrogation. The charges carry a penalty of up to five years in prison.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The arrest comes during a strain in Russian-French ties that followed French President Emmanuel Macron's statements about the possibility of deploying the country's troops in Ukraine.
Moscow has warned that French soldiers would be legitimate targets for Russia if they are sent to Ukraine. 
The charges against the French citizen are based on a recently approved law that requires anyone who collects information on military issues to register with authorities as a foreign agent.

    


Human rights activists have criticized the law and other newly endorsed legislation as part of a multi-pronged Kremlin crackdown on independent media and political activists intended to muzzle criticism of its actions in Ukraine.
Arrests on charges of spying and collecting sensitive data have become increasingly frequent in Russia since it sent troops into Ukraine in February 2022.
Recent high-profile arrests include Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich, who was arrested on espionage charges in March 2023, and U.S.-Russian journalist Alsu Kurmasheva, who was taken into custody in October 2023 for failing to register as a "foreign agent."
__
Associated Press writer Jamey Keaten in Geneva contributed to this report.
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    [image: FILE - Rioters loyal to President Donald Trump rally at the U.S. Capitol in Washington, Jan. 6, 2021. Retired NASCAR driver Tighe Scott, his adult son and two other Pennsylvania men are facing felony charges stemming from confrontations with police during the Jan. 6, 2021, siege on the U.S. Capitol. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)]
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                                        Retired NASCAR driver Tighe Scott, his adult son and two other Pennsylvania men are facing felony charges stemming from confrontations with police during the Jan. 6, 2021, siege on the U.S. Capitol.
Scott, 75, of Pen Argyl, and three Saylorsburg residents -- Jarret Scott, 48; Scott Slater Sr., 56, and his son Scott Alex Slater Jr., 26 -- were arrested Wednesday by the FBI. Court records did not list attorneys for any of the men, and prosecutors did not respond Thursday to a question about whether any of the men had retained attorneys.
Tipsters helped identify the men after authorities posted photos and videos of the riot online, including one who recognized Tighe Scott from his racing days.
The four men entered the restricted grounds of the Capitol during the insurrection and physically engaged with police attempting to hold the line of protesters, according to the release. During this time, Tighe Scott struck police riot shields and attempted to rip one out of an officer's hands while the two Slaters -- both holding golf clubs -- pushed and resisted against police shields, authorities said.

    


When an officer pushed Tighe Scott off of him, Scott stumbled backward into his son, who then began screaming profanities at officers, according to the release. Meanwhile, Scott Slater Jr. threw a flagpole and an "Area Closed" sign at officers, investigators said.




Tighe Scott and Jarret Scott were both charged with two felonies -- obstruction of law enforcement during a civil disorder and assaulting, resisting, or impeding certain officers -- and five misdemeanor counts.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Scott Slater Jr. faces three felony counts -- obstruction of law enforcement during a civil disorder, assaulting, resisting, or impeding certain officers, and assaulting, resisting, or impeding certain officers with a deadly or dangerous weapon. His father faces a felony charge of obstruction of law enforcement during a civil disorder, and both Slaters face several misdemeanor counts.
Tighe Scott competed in dirt racing events before moving into the NASCAR Winston Cup Series in the late '70s and early '80s. He didn't win any races but made multiple top-10 finishes and raced in the Daytona 500 on several occasions.
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                    British paratroopers had their passports checked by French customs officers after they parachuted into a D-Day event in Normandy. The documents were assessed by the workers in Sannerville on Wednesday. It happened after 300 paratroopers from the UK, Belgium and the United States parachuted into a drop zone to recreate the airborne liberation of Normandy 80 years ago.
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                                        SANNERVILLE, France (AP) -- There was a contemporary twist for British paratroopers, who parachuted into the historic D-Day drop zone in Normandy to recreate the airborne part of the battle to wrest western France from Nazi Germany's control 80 years ago: They had to go through French customs and passport control upon landing.
British paratroopers who had landed near the Normandy village of Sannerville, assembled their parachutes and walked across a field to a makeshift border post - a desk, with a passport scanner and two laptop computers, manned by about half a dozen French border officials, some wearing uniforms of the country's customs agency. 
Since the United Kingdom has left the European Union in 2020, border checks in France and the rest of the 27 EU member states, have been tightened for British visitors and residents.
The U.K. Ministry of Defense confirmed that the incident took place and but were unruffled by the matter.

    


Videos of paratroopers' border checks on a Normandy field quickly went viral on social media with users' comments falling on the 8-year-old Brexit divide - some still bitter over Britain's exit from the EU and others mocking the French zest for rules as two staunch allies commemorate the start of the battle that has led to liberation of Europe from Nazis. 




British tabloid The Sun called the incident, a ridiculous moment" and said paratroopers on a D-Day jump were "forced to show PASSPORTS to French border chiefs after anniversary drop."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

More than 300 British, Belgian and U.S. paratroopers took part in the jump on Wednesday to recreate the events of June 6, 1944. 
On Thursday, King Charles III honored the 22,442 British troops who died in the Battle of Normandy and a generation that sacrificed and fought. The king told a commemorative ceremony in northern France that while the number of living veterans was dwindling, "our obligation to remember what they stood for and what they achieved for us all can never diminish." 
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    [image: Blood can be seen in the aftermath of the Israeli strike on a U.N.-run school that killed dozens of Palestinians in the Nusseirat refugee camp in the Gaza Strip, Thursday, June 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 13 | Blood can be seen in the aftermath of the Israeli strike on a U.N.-run school that killed dozens of Palestinians in the Nusseirat refugee camp in the Gaza Strip, Thursday, June 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi)
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[image: Palestinians bring people killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip into a hospital in Deir al Ballah on Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 13 | Palestinians bring people killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip into a hospital in Deir al Ballah on Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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[image: Palestinians mourn their relatives killed in an Israeli bombardment of UNRWA school at Nusseirat refugee camp, in front of the morgue of al-Aqsa Martyrs hospital in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, early Thursday, June 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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[image: Israeli soldiers drive a tank near the Israeli-Gaza border, in southern Israel, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)]
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[image: Israelis wave national flags during a march marking Jerusalem Day, an Israeli holiday celebrating the capture of east Jerusalem in the 1967 Mideast war, in front of the Damascus Gate of Jerusalem's Old City, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Thousands of mostly ultranationalist Israelis are taking part in an annual march through a dense Palestinian neighborhood of Jerusalem's Old City (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: Israelis wave national flags during a march marking Jerusalem Day, an Israeli holiday celebrating the capture of east Jerusalem in the 1967 Mideast war, in front of the Damascus Gate of Jerusalem's Old City, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Thousands of mostly ultranationalist Israelis are taking part in an annual march through a dense Palestinian neighborhood of Jerusalem's Old City (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: Carrying their weapons Israelis take part in the march marking Jerusalem Day, an Israeli holiday celebrating the capture of east Jerusalem in the 1967 Mideast war, in front of the Damascus Gate of Jerusalem's Old City, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Thousands of mostly ultranationalist Israelis are taking part in an annual march through a dense Palestinian neighborhood of Jerusalem's Old City. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: Israeli border police officers look at an Israeli as he waves a national flag during a march marking Jerusalem Day, in Jerusalem's Old City, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 13 | Israeli border police officers look at an Israeli as he waves a national flag during a march marking Jerusalem Day, in Jerusalem's Old City, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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[image: FILE - Spain's Foreign Minister Jose Manuel Albares Bueno addresses a media conference prior to talks on the Middle East in Brussels, on May 27, 2024. Spain says it will ask a United Nations court for permission to join South Africa's case accusing Israel of genocide in Gaza. Spain is the first European country to take the step after South Africa filed its case with the International Court of Justice late last year. It alleged that Israel was breaching the genocide convention in its military assault that has laid waste to large swaths of Gaza. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert, File)]
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[image: Palestinians mourn relatives killed in an Israeli strike on Israeli strike on a U.N.-run school in the Nusseirat refugee camp, outside a hospital in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, Thursday, June 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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[image: Palestinians look at the aftermath of the Israeli strike on a U.N.-run school that killed dozens of people in the Nusseirat refugee camp in the Gaza Strip, Thursday, June 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ismael Abu Dayyah)]
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[image: Palestinians look at the aftermath of the Israeli strike on a U.N.-run school that killed dozens of people in the Nusseirat refugee camp in the Gaza Strip, Thursday, June 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ismael Abu Dayyah)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 13 | Palestinians look at the aftermath of the Israeli strike on a U.N.-run school that killed dozens of people in the Nusseirat refugee camp in the Gaza Strip, Thursday, June 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ismael Abu Dayyah)
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[image: Palestinians look at the aftermath of the Israeli strike on a U.N.-run school that killed dozens of people in the Nusseirat refugee camp in the Gaza Strip, Thursday, June 6, 2024. An Israeli strike early Thursday on a school sheltering displaced Palestinians in central Gaza killed more than 30 people, including 23 women and children, according to local health officials. The Israeli military said that Hamas militants were operating from within the school. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 13 | Palestinians look at the aftermath of the Israeli strike on a U.N.-run school that killed dozens of people in the Nusseirat refugee camp in the Gaza Strip, Thursday, June 6, 2024. An Israeli strike early Thursday on a school sheltering displaced Palestinians in central Gaza killed more than 30 people, including 23 women and children, according to local health officials. The Israeli military said that Hamas militants were operating from within the school. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi)
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    [image: Blood can be seen in the aftermath of the Israeli strike on a U.N.-run school that killed dozens of Palestinians in the Nusseirat refugee camp in the Gaza Strip, Thursday, June 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi)]
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Blood can be seen in the aftermath of the Israeli strike on a U.N.-run school that killed dozens of Palestinians in the Nusseirat refugee camp in the Gaza Strip, Thursday, June 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi)
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[image: Palestinians bring people killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip into a hospital in Deir al Ballah on Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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Palestinians bring people killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip into a hospital in Deir al Ballah on Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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[image: Palestinians mourn their relatives killed in an Israeli bombardment of UNRWA school at Nusseirat refugee camp, in front of the morgue of al-Aqsa Martyrs hospital in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, early Thursday, June 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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[image: Israeli soldiers drive a tank near the Israeli-Gaza border, in southern Israel, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)]
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Israeli soldiers drive a tank near the Israeli-Gaza border, in southern Israel, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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[image: Israelis wave national flags during a march marking Jerusalem Day, an Israeli holiday celebrating the capture of east Jerusalem in the 1967 Mideast war, in front of the Damascus Gate of Jerusalem's Old City, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Thousands of mostly ultranationalist Israelis are taking part in an annual march through a dense Palestinian neighborhood of Jerusalem's Old City (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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Israelis wave national flags during a march marking Jerusalem Day, an Israeli holiday celebrating the capture of east Jerusalem in the 1967 Mideast war, in front of the Damascus Gate of Jerusalem's Old City, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Thousands of mostly ultranationalist Israelis are taking part in an annual march through a dense Palestinian neighborhood of Jerusalem's Old City (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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[image: Israelis wave national flags during a march marking Jerusalem Day, an Israeli holiday celebrating the capture of east Jerusalem in the 1967 Mideast war, in front of the Damascus Gate of Jerusalem's Old City, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Thousands of mostly ultranationalist Israelis are taking part in an annual march through a dense Palestinian neighborhood of Jerusalem's Old City (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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Israelis wave national flags during a march marking Jerusalem Day, an Israeli holiday celebrating the capture of east Jerusalem in the 1967 Mideast war, in front of the Damascus Gate of Jerusalem's Old City, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Thousands of mostly ultranationalist Israelis are taking part in an annual march through a dense Palestinian neighborhood of Jerusalem's Old City (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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[image: Israeli border police officers look at an Israeli as he waves a national flag during a march marking Jerusalem Day, in Jerusalem's Old City, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]
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Israeli border police officers look at an Israeli as he waves a national flag during a march marking Jerusalem Day, in Jerusalem's Old City, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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[image: FILE - Spain's Foreign Minister Jose Manuel Albares Bueno addresses a media conference prior to talks on the Middle East in Brussels, on May 27, 2024. Spain says it will ask a United Nations court for permission to join South Africa's case accusing Israel of genocide in Gaza. Spain is the first European country to take the step after South Africa filed its case with the International Court of Justice late last year. It alleged that Israel was breaching the genocide convention in its military assault that has laid waste to large swaths of Gaza. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert, File)]
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[image: Palestinians mourn relatives killed in an Israeli strike on Israeli strike on a U.N.-run school in the Nusseirat refugee camp, outside a hospital in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, Thursday, June 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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[image: Palestinians look at the aftermath of the Israeli strike on a U.N.-run school that killed dozens of people in the Nusseirat refugee camp in the Gaza Strip, Thursday, June 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ismael Abu Dayyah)]
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Palestinians look at the aftermath of the Israeli strike on a U.N.-run school that killed dozens of people in the Nusseirat refugee camp in the Gaza Strip, Thursday, June 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ismael Abu Dayyah)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Palestinians look at the aftermath of the Israeli strike on a U.N.-run school that killed dozens of people in the Nusseirat refugee camp in the Gaza Strip, Thursday, June 6, 2024. An Israeli strike early Thursday on a school sheltering displaced Palestinians in central Gaza killed more than 30 people, including 23 women and children, according to local health officials. The Israeli military said that Hamas militants were operating from within the school. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi)]
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                                        An Israeli strike on Gaza overnight killed more than 30 people when it hit a school-turned-shelter run by the United Nations agency for Palestinian refugees. Israel claimed Thursday the school was being used as a Hamas compound, without providing evidence. 
Hospital records and an Associated Press reporter at the hospital recorded at least 33 dead from the strike, including 14 children and nine women. Another strike on a house overnight killed six people. Both strikes occurred in Nuseirat, one of several built-up refugee camps in Gaza. Israel's military later said it was not aware of any civilian casualties in the strike on the school.
International pressure has been mounting to limit civilian bloodshed in the Israel-Hamas war. Spain's foreign minister announced Thursday that the country would ask a United Nations court for permission to join South Africa's case accusing Israel of genocide in Gaza. United States President Joe Biden's administration has launched an intense drive to persuade Hamas and Israel to accept a new cease-fire and hostage release proposal, which has raised hopes of ending the war. 

    


Israel's war against Hamas in Gaza has killed more than 36,000 Palestinians, according to the Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between combatants and civilians. 




The eight-month war in Gaza has largely cut off the flow of food, medicine and other supplies to Palestinians who are facing widespread hunger. United Nations agencies say over 1 million in Gaza could experience the highest level of starvation by mid-July. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Israel launched the war after Hamas' Oct. 7 attack, in which militants stormed into southern Israel, killed some 1,200 people -- mostly civilians -- and abducted about 250. Around 80 hostages captured on Oct. 7 are believed to still be alive in Gaza, alongside the remains of 43 others.
Currently:
-- Israeli strike kills at least 33 people at a Gaza school the military claims was being used by Hamas. 

    


-- Spain applies to join South Africa's case at top the U.N. court accusing Israel of genocide. 
-- A social media effort to draw attention to Rafah surges. 
-- Israeli settlers in the West Bank were hit with international sanctions. It only emboldened them.
-- Yemen's Houthi rebels unveil solid-fuel 'Palestine' missile that resembles Iranian hypersonic.
Follow AP's coverage of the war in Gaza at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
Here's the latest:
MORE THAN A DOZEN COUNTRIES JOIN US IN STATEMENT SUPPORTING BIDEN'S GAZA PLAN
WASHINGTON -- More than a dozen countries joined the U.S. in a statement Thursday to show support for U.S. President Joe Biden's proposed deal to release the remaining hostages in Gaza and end the grinding Mideast war.
The statement was signed by the leaders of Argentina, Austria, Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, Colombia, Denmark, France, Germany, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Serbia, Spain, Thailand and the United Kingdom as well as the United States.
"As leaders of countries deeply concerned for the hostages held by Hamas in Gaza, including many of our own citizens, we fully support the movement towards a ceasefire and hostage release deal now on the table and as outlined by President Biden on May 31, 2024," the statement said. "There is no time to lose."

    


The United States has thrown its weight behind the phased cease-fire and hostage release outlined by Biden last week. But Israel says it won't end the war without destroying Hamas, while the militant group is demanding a lasting cease-fire and the full withdrawal of Israeli forces.
Far-right members of Netanyahu's government have threatened to bring down the coalition if he signs onto a cease-fire deal.

ISRAEL'S MILITARY SAYS IT TRADED FIRE WITH PALESTINIAN MILITANTS JUST YARDS FROM ISRAELI BORDER
JERUSALEM -- The Israeli military says it traded fire with Palestinian militants in southern Gaza some 300 meters (yards) from the Israeli border.
The fighters appeared to have infiltrated a heavily guarded buffer zone.
Lt. Col. Peter Lerner, an Israeli military spokesman, said the gunbattle erupted before dawn on Thursday. He said two militants were killed from the air and a third in a tank strike.
Israeli media later reported that an Israeli soldier was killed in the shootout. The military confirmed that a soldier was killed during a confrontation with militants in southern Gaza early Thursday but declined to say whether it was linked to the infiltration attempt.

    


Satellite photos earlier this year showed extensive demolition inside Gaza along the border with Israel, which appears to have established a buffer zone despite international objections.
The United States, which has provided key military aid for Israel's nearly eight-month offensive, has said Gaza's territory should not shrink. Israel says it needs a buffer zone to prevent Hamas from carrying out another attack into southern Israel like the one on Oct. 7 that ignited the war.
ISRAEL'S REPRESENTATIVE RESIGNS FROM ICJ JUDGE PANEL OVERSEEING GENOCIDE CASE
JERUSALEM -- Israel's representative on the panel of judges hearing the genocide case against Israel at the world's top court resigned from his post, citing personal reasons, according to a letter he sent to Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu seen by The Associated Press on Thursday.

    


Justice Aharon Barak, a former attorney general and peace negotiator who served as chief justice of Israel's highest court from 1995 to 2006, wrote Tuesday to Netanyahu, telling him that he had sent the president of the International Court of Justice a resignation letter.
"My resignation is for personal and family reasons," he wrote to Netanyahu. "Thank you for the trust placed in me."
Barak was one of four justices on the court who said the ICJ's ruling that Israel cease operations in Rafah, Gaza's southernmost city, did not mean Israel needed to stop operations there entirely. He said Israel could still operate in Gaza but needed to avoid causing undue harm to Palestinian civilians and contravening Israel's obligations under the Genocide Convention.
Israeli President Isaac Herzog, whose position is largely ceremonial, thanked Barak on Thursday for serving on the court in a statement posted to X, adding: "We will continue to stand firm against the evil, the hypocrisy and the false accusations leveled against the State of Israel and the IDF," using an acronym for Israel's military.
RECENT DRONE STRIKE IN NORTHERN ISRAEL KILLED A RESERVE SOLDIER, MILITARY SAYS
JERUSALEM -- Israel's military said Thursday that a drone strike on a village in northern Israel the day before killed an Israeli reserve soldier.
The Lebanese militant group Hezbollah said it launched an attack toward a gathering of military officials in response to an earlier Israeli cross-border attack.
Israel's military said two explosive drones were fired toward Hurfeish, a northern village in Israel.
Air raid sirens did not go off ahead of the strike, and Israeli authorities said that the strike wounded over 10 people in addition to the one soldier killed. The military identified the fallen soldier as Staff Sgt. (res.) Refael Kauders, 39.
With Kaunders' death, 16 soldiers have been killed in Israel's north since October, along with 10 civilians.
More 400 people have been killed in Lebanon, including more than 70 civilians and noncombatants.
Israel and Hezbollah have been exchanging fire daily since a day after Hamas' Oct. 7 attack, which set off the war in Gaza. The deadly fighting has displaced tens of thousands of people on both sides of the Israel-Lebanon border and sparked fears of a wider regional war.
ISRAELI MILITARY SAYS IT'S NOT AWARE OF ANY CIVILIAN CASUALTIES IN ITS STRIKE ON A SCHOOL
JERUSALEM -- Israel's military said Thursday it was not aware of any civilian casualties in a strike that killed at least 33 Palestinians, including 23 women and children, according to local officials and an AP reporter at the hospital that received the bodies.
The strike occurred early Thursday on a United Nations school sheltering displaced Palestinians in central Gaza. Israeli military spokesperson Lt. Col. Peter Lerner said intelligence indicated that militants had used the school compound to orchestrate some of the attacks on Oct. 7 and that at least 20 militants there were using it currently as a "staging realm" to launch attacks on Israeli soldiers.
"I'm not aware of civilians being caught up in this. We will be looking at the data and intelligence that comes out in the next few hours or day," Lerner told journalists. 
He declined to say whether the military would investigate the strike, as it did in May when an Israeli strike nearby a tent camp sheltering displaced people killed dozens in Rafah, Gaza's southernmost city.
SPAIN APPLIES TO JOIN SOUTH AFRICA'S CASE ACCUSING ISRAEL OF GENOCIDE
MADRID -- Spain will ask a United Nations court for permission to join South Africa's case accusing Israel of genocide in Gaza, its foreign minister announced Thursday.
Spain is the first European country to take the step after South Africa filed its case with the International Court of Justice in late 2023. It alleged that Israel was breaching the genocide convention in its military assault that has laid waste to large swaths of Gaza.
Mexico, Colombia, Nicaragua, Libya and the Palestinians have already requested to join the case currently being heard at the court in The Hague, Netherlands.
The court has ordered Israel to immediately halt its military offensive in the southern Gaza city of Rafah but stopped short of ordering a cease-fire for the enclave. Israel has not complied.
Spain's request to join the case is the latest move by the government of Socialist Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez to support peacemaking efforts in Gaza.
Israel denies it is committing genocide in its military operation to crush Hamas triggered by its deadly Oct. 7 attacks in southern Israel.
Hamas killed 1,200 people and took 250 more hostage in the surprise attacks. Israel's air and land attacks have killed 36,000 Palestinians, according to Gaza's Health Ministry, which doesn't distinguish between combatants and civilians.
ISRAELI STRIKE KILLS DOZENS AT A SCHOOL-TURNED-SHELTER IN GAZA
DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip -- An Israeli strike early Thursday on a school-turned-shelter in central Gaza that the military claimed was being used as a Hamas compound killed at least 30 people, including five children, according to local health officials.
The strike came after the military said it was launching new air and ground operations in central Gaza in an apparent widening of its nearly eight-month offensive, launched after Hamas' Oct. 7 attack. An international medical charity had reported soaring casualties even before Thursday's strike.
The Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir al-Balah received at least 30 bodies from the strike on the school run by the United Nations agency for Palestinian refugees -- known by the acronym UNRWA -- and another six from a separate strike on a home, according to hospital records and an Associated Press reporter at the hospital. Hamas-run TV had earlier reported a higher toll.
The Israeli military claimed, without immediately offering evidence, that Hamas and the Islamic Jihad used the school as cover for their operations and that risk reduction steps were taken before the strike.
The war began with Hamas' Oct. 7 attack inside Israel that killed at least 1,200 people with 250 others taken hostage. The Israeli military campaign in the Gaza Strip has killed at least 36,000 Palestinians, with hundreds of others killed in operations in the Israeli-occupied West Bank.
YEMEN'S HOUTHI REBELS UNVEIL A NEW SOLID-FUEL MISSILE
DUBAI, United Arab Emirates -- Yemen's Houthi rebels have unveiled a new, solid-fuel missile in their arsenal that resembles aspects of one earlier displayed by Iran that Tehran described as flying at hypersonic speeds.
The rebels fired their new "Palestine" missile, complete with a warhead painted like a Palestinian keffiyeh checkered scarf, at the southern Gulf of Aqaba port of Eilat in Israel on Monday. The attack set off air raid sirens but caused no reported damage or injuries. 
Footage released by the Houthis late Wednesday showed the Palestine being raised on what appeared to be a mobile launcher and rising quickly into the air with plumes of white smoke coming from its engine. White smoke is common with solid-fuel missiles. 
Solid-fuel missiles can be set up and fired faster than those containing liquid fuel. That's a key concern for the Houthis as their missile launch sites have been repeatedly targeted by U.S. and allied forces in recent months over the rebels' attacks on shipping through the Red Sea corridor. One such strike hit the Houthis even before they were able to launch their missile. 
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    [image: Hristijan Mickoski, the leader of the opposition center-right VMRO-DPMNE party celebrates after a news conference in Skopje, North Macedonia, on Wednesday, May 8, 2024. Citizens voted in North Macedonia on Wednesday in a parliamentary election and presidential runoff dominated by the country's slow path toward European Union membership and its sluggish economy. (AP Photo/Boris Grdanoski)]


    

    
        
            
                    Hristijan Mickoski, the leader of the opposition center-right VMRO-DPMNE party celebrates after a news conference in Skopje, North Macedonia, on Wednesday, May 8, 2024. Citizens voted in North Macedonia on Wednesday in a parliamentary election and presidential runoff dominated by the country's slow path toward European Union membership and its sluggish economy. (AP Photo/Boris Grdanoski)


                

            
    
    

        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        SKOPJE, North Macedonia (AP) -- North Macedonia's president on Thursday formally asked center-right leader Hristijan Mickoski to form a new government following his victory in last month's parliamentary elections.
A coalition led by Mickoski's VMRO-DPMNE party won just over 43% of the vote in t he May 8 elections, gaining 58 of parliament's 120 seats, three short of the number needed to govern alone.
In a presidential runoff held the same day, the VMRO-DPMNE-backed candidate, 70-year-old law professor Gordana Siljanovska-Davkova, became the first woman to be elected as the country's head of state.
After weeks of negotiations, Mickoski announced an initial coalition government deal with the ethnic Albanian Vredi, or Worth, party which has 14 lawmakers and the small leftist ZNAM, which has six.
Mickoski now has 20 days to form a government, but said Thursday he hopes to do so much faster, setting June 10 as the target for getting his Cabinet approved in parliament.

    


The country's new parliament was convened on May 28 and elected Afrim Gashi from the Vredi party as its speaker.
Handing the mandate to Mickoski on Thursday, Siljanovska-Davkova said the outcome of his coalition-building talks, and Gashi being backed by 76 lawmakers, meant the VMRO-DPMNE leader "has a serious opportunity to form a government."
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    [image: This photo provided by the Japan Coast Guard shows its patrol vessel Wakasa, from bottom, U.S. Coast Guard's cutter Waesche and (South) Korea Coast Guard's patrol vessel Taepyongyang 16 as a helicopter (in red) flies at right during a drill in waters off the northern coast of Maizuru, Japan, Thursday, June 6, 2024. The three countries' coast guard vessels conducted their first three-way drill on Thursday off Japan's coast as the countries strengthen their maritime ties in response to increased assertiveness by China in pressing its territorial claims. (Japan Coast Guard via AP)]
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[image: CORRECTS THE POSITIONS OF THE MEN - Japan Coast Guard's Capt. Masanobu Nakane of patrol vessel Wakasa, from right, U.S. Coast Guard's Capt. Tyson Scofield of cutter Waesche and (South) Korea Coast Guard's Capt. Kim Bum-sik of patrol vessel Taepyongyang 16 pose for a photo in Maizuru, Japan, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Japanese, U.S. and South Korean coast guard vessels conducted their first three-way drill on Thursday off Japan's coast as the countries strengthen their maritime ties in response to increased assertiveness by China in pressing its territorial claims. (Kyodo News via AP)]
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                                        TOKYO (AP) -- Japanese, U.S. and South Korean coast guard vessels conducted their first three-way drill on Thursday off Japan's coast as the countries strengthen their maritime ties in response to increased assertiveness by China in pressing its territorial claims.
Skirmishes between Chinese and Philippine coast guard vessels have escalated in the South China Sea, triggering fears that the disputes could escalate to an armed conflict between China and the United States, a longtime ally of the Philippines.
Thursday's joint drill followed an agreement by the leaders of the three countries last August to enhance security cooperation to safeguard peace and stability in the Indo-Pacific.
Patrol vessels from each country and two helicopters joined search and rescue operations in waters off the northern coast of Maizuru in Kyoto prefecture, based on a scenario of rescuing crew members from a South Korean ship that caught fire after colliding with another boat, the Japanese coast guard said.

    


Japan in recent years has significantly reinforced its defenses in southwestern Japan, including Okinawa and its outer islands that are considered strategically key in response to growing Chinese assertiveness and tensions around Taiwan, a self-governed island claimed by Beijing.




Coast guards from Japan, the United States and South Korea signed an agreement last month to work together to preserve maritime resources, counter illegal fishing, conduct search and rescue operations and improve maritime law enforcement capabilities in the region.
China routinely sends coast guard vessels into waters surrounding disputed islands controlled by Japan.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/japan-us-korea-joint-maritime-drill-4dbc9681c409b4a844e0610c3b09f4a8
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    [image: South African president Cyril Ramaphosa meets with senior officials of his African National Congress party during the ANC's National Executive Committee Thursday, June 6, 2024 in Johannesburg, South Africa. The ANC lost its long-held majority in last week's vote but remained the biggest party. An ANC spokesperson said Wednesday that it was now leaning toward a government of national unity that would bring together many of the political parties in a broad agreement, rather than a direct coalition with the main opposition, the Democratic Alliance. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)]
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[image: South African president Cyril Ramaphosa, center, meets with senior officials of his African National Congress party during the ANC's National Executive Committee Thursday, June 6, 2024 in Johannesburg, South Africa. The ANC lost its long-held majority in last week's vote but remained the biggest party. An ANC spokesperson said Wednesday that it was now leaning toward a government of national unity that would bring together many of the political parties in a broad agreement, rather than a direct coalition with the main opposition, the Democratic Alliance. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)]
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[image: South African president Cyril Ramaphosa waves as he arrives to meet with senior officials of his African National Congress party during the ANC's National Executive Committee Thursday, June 6, 2024 in Johannesburg, South Africa. The ANC lost its long-held majority in last week's vote but remained the biggest party. An ANC spokesperson said Wednesday that it was now leaning toward a government of national unity that would bring together many of the political parties in a broad agreement, rather than a direct coalition with the main opposition, the Democratic Alliance. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)]
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[image: Main opposition Democratic Alliance (DA) party leader, John Steenhuisen, delivers his speech at a final election rally in Benoni, South Africa, Sunday, May 26, 2024. South Africans will vote in the 2024 general elections on May 29. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)]
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[image: Leader of the main opposition Democratic Alliance John Steenhuisen, right, shakes hands with ANC's Chairman. Gwede Mantashe, left, on a visit to the Results Operation Centre (ROC) in Midrand, Johannesburg, South Africa, Friday May 31, 2024. South Africa is heading closer to the reality of a national coalition government for the first time as partial election results put the ruling African Nation Congress (ANC), short of a majority. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 15 | Leader of the main opposition Democratic Alliance John Steenhuisen, right, shakes hands with ANC's Chairman. Gwede Mantashe, left, on a visit to the Results Operation Centre (ROC) in Midrand, Johannesburg, South Africa, Friday May 31, 2024. South Africa is heading closer to the reality of a national coalition government for the first time as partial election results put the ruling African Nation Congress (ANC), short of a majority. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Economic Freedom Fighters (EFF) leader, Julius Malema, arrives at the Results Operation Centre (ROC) in Midrand, Johannesburg, South Africa, Saturday, June 1, 2024. With nearly all votes counted in the elections, the African National Congress (ANC) party that freed South Africa from apartheid has lost its 30-year majority. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)]
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[image: Former president and now leader of the MK Party, Jacob Zuma, arrives at the Results Operation Centre (ROC) in Midrand, Johannesburg, South Africa, Saturday, June 1, 2024. The African National Congress party has lost its parliamentary majority in a historic election result that puts South Africa on a new political path for the first time since the end of the apartheid system of white minority rule 30 years ago. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)]
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[image: MK Party supporters celebrate in the middle of the street in Mahlbnathini village in rural KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa, on Thursday May 30, 2024. MK Party is currently leading in the provincial poll against the ANC, who've held the stronghold in the province for the last 20 years. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]
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[image: Thousands of voters line up to cast their ballot near Wits University, Wednesday May 29, 2024 for the general elections in Johannesburg, South Africa. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people -- half of whom are estimated to be living in poverty. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)]
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[image: Guests and delegates use their phone at the formal announcement Sunday, June 2, 2024 of the results in South Africa's general elections at the National Results Operations Center in Johannesburg, South Africa. Humbled by a stinging election result, South Africa's African National Congress was talking to everyone in an effort to form a stable coalition government for Africa's most advanced economy after it lost its 30-year majority. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)]
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[image: African National Congress party members protest as South African president Cyril Ramaphosa meets with Senior officials of the ANC during the ANC's National Executive Committee Thursday, June 6, 2024 in Johannesburg, South Africa. The ANC lost its long-held majority in last week's vote but remained the biggest party. An ANC spokesperson said Wednesday that it was now leaning toward a government of national unity that would bring together many of the political parties in a broad agreement, rather than a direct coalition with the main opposition, the Democratic Alliance. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)]
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[image: African National Congress party members protest as South African president Cyril Ramaphosa meets with Senior officials of the ANC during the ANC's National Executive Committee Thursday, June 6, 2024 in Johannesburg, South Africa. The ANC lost its long-held majority in last week's vote but remained the biggest party. An ANC spokesperson said Wednesday that it was now leaning toward a government of national unity that would bring together many of the political parties in a broad agreement, rather than a direct coalition with the main opposition, the Democratic Alliance. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)]
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[image: Senior officials of the African National Congress party meet with South African president Cyril Ramaphosa during the ANC's National Executive Committee Thursday, June 6, 2024 in Johannesburg, South Africa. The ANC lost its long-held majority in last week's vote but remained the biggest party. An ANC spokesperson said Wednesday that it was now leaning toward a government of national unity that would bring together many of the political parties in a broad agreement, rather than a direct coalition with the main opposition, the Democratic Alliance. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)]
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[image: Senior officials of the African National Congress party meet with South African president Cyril Ramaphosa during the ANC's National Executive Committee Thursday, June 6, 2024 in Johannesburg, South Africa. The ANC lost its long-held majority in last week's vote but remained the biggest party. An ANC spokesperson said Wednesday that it was now leaning toward a government of national unity that would bring together many of the political parties in a broad agreement, rather than a direct coalition with the main opposition, the Democratic Alliance. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)]
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    [image: South African president Cyril Ramaphosa meets with senior officials of his African National Congress party during the ANC's National Executive Committee Thursday, June 6, 2024 in Johannesburg, South Africa. The ANC lost its long-held majority in last week's vote but remained the biggest party. An ANC spokesperson said Wednesday that it was now leaning toward a government of national unity that would bring together many of the political parties in a broad agreement, rather than a direct coalition with the main opposition, the Democratic Alliance. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)]
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[image: South African president Cyril Ramaphosa, center, meets with senior officials of his African National Congress party during the ANC's National Executive Committee Thursday, June 6, 2024 in Johannesburg, South Africa. The ANC lost its long-held majority in last week's vote but remained the biggest party. An ANC spokesperson said Wednesday that it was now leaning toward a government of national unity that would bring together many of the political parties in a broad agreement, rather than a direct coalition with the main opposition, the Democratic Alliance. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)]
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[image: South African president Cyril Ramaphosa waves as he arrives to meet with senior officials of his African National Congress party during the ANC's National Executive Committee Thursday, June 6, 2024 in Johannesburg, South Africa. The ANC lost its long-held majority in last week's vote but remained the biggest party. An ANC spokesperson said Wednesday that it was now leaning toward a government of national unity that would bring together many of the political parties in a broad agreement, rather than a direct coalition with the main opposition, the Democratic Alliance. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)]
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[image: South African president Cyril Ramaphosa, center, meets with senior officials of his African National Congress party during the ANC's National Executive Committee Thursday, June 6, 2024 in Johannesburg, South Africa. The ANC lost its long-held majority in last week's vote but remained the biggest party. An ANC spokesperson said Wednesday that it was now leaning toward a government of national unity that would bring together many of the political parties in a broad agreement, rather than a direct coalition with the main opposition, the Democratic Alliance. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)]
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[image: Main opposition Democratic Alliance (DA) party leader, John Steenhuisen, delivers his speech at a final election rally in Benoni, South Africa, Sunday, May 26, 2024. South Africans will vote in the 2024 general elections on May 29. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)]
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[image: Leader of the main opposition Democratic Alliance John Steenhuisen, right, shakes hands with ANC's Chairman. Gwede Mantashe, left, on a visit to the Results Operation Centre (ROC) in Midrand, Johannesburg, South Africa, Friday May 31, 2024. South Africa is heading closer to the reality of a national coalition government for the first time as partial election results put the ruling African Nation Congress (ANC), short of a majority. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)]
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[image: Economic Freedom Fighters (EFF) leader, Julius Malema, arrives at the Results Operation Centre (ROC) in Midrand, Johannesburg, South Africa, Saturday, June 1, 2024. With nearly all votes counted in the elections, the African National Congress (ANC) party that freed South Africa from apartheid has lost its 30-year majority. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 15 | Economic Freedom Fighters (EFF) leader, Julius Malema, arrives at the Results Operation Centre (ROC) in Midrand, Johannesburg, South Africa, Saturday, June 1, 2024. With nearly all votes counted in the elections, the African National Congress (ANC) party that freed South Africa from apartheid has lost its 30-year majority. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 15
Economic Freedom Fighters (EFF) leader, Julius Malema, arrives at the Results Operation Centre (ROC) in Midrand, Johannesburg, South Africa, Saturday, June 1, 2024. With nearly all votes counted in the elections, the African National Congress (ANC) party that freed South Africa from apartheid has lost its 30-year majority. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Former president and now leader of the MK Party, Jacob Zuma, arrives at the Results Operation Centre (ROC) in Midrand, Johannesburg, South Africa, Saturday, June 1, 2024. The African National Congress party has lost its parliamentary majority in a historic election result that puts South Africa on a new political path for the first time since the end of the apartheid system of white minority rule 30 years ago. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 15 | Former president and now leader of the MK Party, Jacob Zuma, arrives at the Results Operation Centre (ROC) in Midrand, Johannesburg, South Africa, Saturday, June 1, 2024. The African National Congress party has lost its parliamentary majority in a historic election result that puts South Africa on a new political path for the first time since the end of the apartheid system of white minority rule 30 years ago. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 15
Former president and now leader of the MK Party, Jacob Zuma, arrives at the Results Operation Centre (ROC) in Midrand, Johannesburg, South Africa, Saturday, June 1, 2024. The African National Congress party has lost its parliamentary majority in a historic election result that puts South Africa on a new political path for the first time since the end of the apartheid system of white minority rule 30 years ago. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: MK Party supporters celebrate in the middle of the street in Mahlbnathini village in rural KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa, on Thursday May 30, 2024. MK Party is currently leading in the provincial poll against the ANC, who've held the stronghold in the province for the last 20 years. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]
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[image: Thousands of voters line up to cast their ballot near Wits University, Wednesday May 29, 2024 for the general elections in Johannesburg, South Africa. South Africans are voting in an election seen as their country's most important in 30 years, and one that could put them in unknown territory in the short history of their democracy, the three-decade dominance of the African National Congress party being the target of a new generation of discontent in a country of 62 million people -- half of whom are estimated to be living in poverty. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)]
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[image: Guests and delegates use their phone at the formal announcement Sunday, June 2, 2024 of the results in South Africa's general elections at the National Results Operations Center in Johannesburg, South Africa. Humbled by a stinging election result, South Africa's African National Congress was talking to everyone in an effort to form a stable coalition government for Africa's most advanced economy after it lost its 30-year majority. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)]
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[image: African National Congress party members protest as South African president Cyril Ramaphosa meets with Senior officials of the ANC during the ANC's National Executive Committee Thursday, June 6, 2024 in Johannesburg, South Africa. The ANC lost its long-held majority in last week's vote but remained the biggest party. An ANC spokesperson said Wednesday that it was now leaning toward a government of national unity that would bring together many of the political parties in a broad agreement, rather than a direct coalition with the main opposition, the Democratic Alliance. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)]
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[image: Senior officials of the African National Congress party meet with South African president Cyril Ramaphosa during the ANC's National Executive Committee Thursday, June 6, 2024 in Johannesburg, South Africa. The ANC lost its long-held majority in last week's vote but remained the biggest party. An ANC spokesperson said Wednesday that it was now leaning toward a government of national unity that would bring together many of the political parties in a broad agreement, rather than a direct coalition with the main opposition, the Democratic Alliance. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)]
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                                        CAPE TOWN, South Africa (AP) -- South African President Cyril Ramaphosa and other senior officials of the African National Congress party were in a critical meeting Thursday to decide if they should formally propose a "unity" government bringing in all major parties to solve a political deadlock in Africa's most industrialized country before a June 16 deadline.
A government of national unity, which ANC officials said is the first option on the table, evokes South Africa's transition from apartheid's white minority rule to a democracy in 1994. 
Then, new President Nelson Mandela brought political opponents -- including the last apartheid leader -- into his first government to foster unity in a fractured country.
While that was a remarkable act of reconciliation by Mandela, the ANC's hand has been forced this time after last week's election removed its 30-year majority and ensured it has to work with others to form a government. 

    


ANC had held a comfortable majority ever since the end of apartheid, but won just 40% of the vote in this election, although it remained the largest party.
"We want to bring everybody on board," ANC Secretary-General Fikile Mbalula said of the unity government proposal. He said the ANC meeting, which would decide whether to back that idea over a narrower coalition with one or two parties, was likely to last all day.




An agreement of some sort needs to be in place by June 16, the deadline for South Africa's new Parliament to sit and elect a president. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

South Africans vote for parties and they get seats in Parliament according to their share of the vote. Lawmakers then elect the president and while Ramaphosa is still expected to be the candidate for president in a government involving multiple parties, it needs to be formalized. ANC would need help from others to reelect him given it has lost its parliamentary majority. Ramaphosa, 71, is seeking a second and final term.

    


South Africa is seeking to minimize any uncertainty through what promises to be a complex process that is likely to run well into next week. It is keeping South Africans on tenterhooks at one of the most important times in their young democracy.
The unity government now appeared a more likely scenario than a direct coalition between the ANC and the main opposition Democratic Alliance, or DA, party, which gained the second largest share of the vote with nearly 22%.
More than 50 parties contested the election with at least eight of them receiving significant shares of support. They range from the centrist DA, viewed as a business-friendly party, to the far-left Economic Freedom Fighters, or EFF, which wants to nationalize parts of the economy, including South Africa's important gold and platinum mines and the central bank.
There is also the new MK party of former President Jacob Zuma, which has said it won't negotiate while Ramaphosa is ANC leader, a position largely driven by Zuma's animosity toward the man who replaced him as president.
Any unity government plan from ANC would still have to be taken to those other parties, some of whom are more opposed to each other than ANC. DA has pledged never to work with EFF or MK, for example, and there are clear divisions to overcome.

    


There's a split also within ANC, which isn't completely behind the unity government possibility. Mbalula said that he expected debate and disagreement in Thursday's meeting and it would likely last all day. The meeting is of the ANC's National Executive Committee, a body of more than 80 senior party members that includes Ramaphosa as ANC leader. It decides the party's direction.
While ANC's top leaders are seen to be open to a direct coalition with DA, grassroots party members have opposed that, sometimes with racial undertones that are often not far from the surface in a country that still wrestles with its history of brutal segregation. 
Some ANC supporters and allies, like the national congress of trade unions, have cast the white-led DA as a party that prioritizes the interests of South Africa's white minority over Black people, who make up more than 80% of the population. 

    


DA has denied that characterization and pointed to its large numbers of Black support, reflected in the fact that it received the second-highest number of votes across the country.
Political analyst Asanda Ngoasheng said the inclusive national unity government plan was "the safest option" for ANC to shore up its own base given it was reeling from its worst election result, and also avoid the economic uncertainty that might come with a narrower coalition with the Marxist EFF party.
"I think a government of national unity with multiple parties in collaboration ... is the best way and I think it is the smart decision," she said on the Newzroom Afrika news channel.
___
AP Africa news: https://apnews.com/hub/africa
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    [image: U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Gordon Black is escorted into a glass cage in courtroom in Vladivostok, Russia, Thursday, June 6, 2024. A court in Russia's far eastern city of Vladivostok on Thursday began the trial of an American soldier arrested in the city earlier this year on charges of stealing. He faces up to five years in prison if convicted. (AP Photo/)]
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[image: U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Gordon Black sits in a glass cage in courtroom in Vladivostok, Russia, Thursday, June 6, 2024. A court in Russia's far eastern city of Vladivostok on Thursday began the trial of an American soldier arrested in the city earlier this year on charges of stealing. He faces up to five years in prison if convicted. (AP Photo/)]
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[image: U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Gordon Black sits in a glass cage in courtroom in Vladivostok, Russia, Thursday, June 6, 2024. A court in Russia's far eastern city of Vladivostok on Thursday began the trial of an American soldier arrested in the city earlier this year on charges of stealing. He faces up to five years in prison if convicted. (AP Photo/)]
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[image: U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Gordon Black sits in a glass cage in courtroom in Vladivostok, Russia, Thursday, June 6, 2024. A court in Russia's far eastern city of Vladivostok on Thursday began the trial of an American soldier arrested in the city earlier this year on charges of stealing. He faces up to five years in prison if convicted. (AP Photo/)]
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[image: U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Gordon Black is escorted to a courtroom in Vladivostok, Russia, Thursday, June 6, 2024. A court in Russia's far eastern city of Vladivostok on Thursday began the trial of an American soldier arrested in the city earlier this year on charges of stealing. He faces up to five years in prison if convicted. (AP Photo/)]
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                                        MOSCOW (AP) -- A court in Russia's far eastern city of Vladivostok on Thursday began the trial of an American soldier arrested earlier this year on charges of stealing. 
Staff Sgt. Gordon Black, 34, flew to Vladivostok, a Pacific port city, to see his girlfriend and was arrested after she accused him of stealing from her, according to U.S. officials and Russian authorities. He faces up to five years in prison if convicted. 
Russian state news agency RIA Novosti reported from the courtroom in the Pervomaisky District Court in Vladivostok that Black agreed to testify in the trial and will respond to the accusations against him later in the proceedings. The report also cited local police as saying that Black is cooperating with the authorities. 
Black's arrest further complicates U.S. relations with Russia, which have grown increasingly tense as the fighting in Ukraine continues. 

    


Russia is holding a number of Americans in its jails, including corporate security executive Paul Whelan and Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich. The U.S. government has designated both men as wrongfully detained and has been trying to negotiate for their release.




Others detained include Travis Leake, a musician who had been living in Russia for years and was arrested last year on drug-related charges; Marc Fogel, a teacher in Moscow who was sentenced to 14 years in prison, also on drug charges; and dual nationals Alsu Kurmasheva and Ksenia Khavana.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The U.S. State Department strongly advises American citizens not to go to Russia. 
Under Pentagon policy, service members must get clearance for any international travel from a security manager or commander.
The U.S. Army said last month that Black hadn't sought clearance for the international travel and it wasn't authorized by the Defense Department. Given the hostilities in Ukraine and ongoing threats to the U.S. and its military, it is extremely unlikely he would have been granted approval.

    


Black was on leave and in the process of returning to his home base at Fort Cavazos, Texas, from South Korea, where he had been stationed at Camp Humphreys with the Eighth Army. Cynthia Smith, an Army spokesperson, said Black signed out for his move back home and, "instead of returning to the continental United States, Black flew from Incheon, Republic of Korea, through China to Vladivostok, Russia, for personal reasons." 
Black's girlfriend, Alexandra Vashchuk, told reporters after the court hearing on Thursday that "it was a simple domestic dispute," during which Black "became aggressive and attacked" her. "He then stole money from my wallet and I didn't give him permission to do it," Vashchuk said. 
U.S. officials have said that Black, who is married, met his girlfriend in South Korea.
According to U.S. officials, the Russian woman had lived in South Korea, and last fall she and Black got into some type of domestic dispute or altercation. After that, she left South Korea. It isn't clear if she was forced to leave or what, if any, role South Korean authorities had in the matter.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/russia-us-soldier-arrested-trial-tensions-fb022dd767a6134927f376a78e572649
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    [image: Former President Donald Trump speaks during a news conference at Trump Tower, Friday, May 31, 2024, in New York. A day after a New York jury found Donald Trump guilty of 34 felony charges, the presumptive Republican presidential nominee addressed the conviction and likely attempt to cast his campaign in a new light. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]
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                                        PHOENIX (AP) -- Donald Trump returns to the campaign trail Thursday with a trip to Arizona, his first appearance in a battleground state since he was convicted in a hush money scandal. 
Trump is scheduled to speak at a town hall in Phoenix organized by Turning Point, a conservative youth organization that has seen its influence rise alongside Trump's takeover of the GOP. 
Trump responded defiantly to the verdict against him a day after a New York jury found him guilty last week of a scheme to illegally influence the 2016 election through a hush money payment to a porn actor. But he has not spoken directly to the swing-state voters who will decide the November election. 

    


He is likely to find a friendly audience at Turning Point. Led by Charlie Kirk, the group has harnessed the energy of young people drawn to Trump's Make America Great Again movement by cultivating conservative influencers and hosting glitzy events. And it's made Kirk and his allies wealthy. 

    


Nowhere is Turning Point's influence greater than in Arizona, the group's adopted home state where its loyalists have taken on prominent roles in the state GOP but have struggled to win general elections. Turning Point's slate of conservative candidates lost in the 2022 midterms, including Kari Lake, who lost the race for governor and is now running for U.S. Senate.




The group is looking to expand its influence this year to other battleground states and got a boost when Trump ousted former Republican National Committee Chair Ronna McDaniel in February. She was replaced by Trump's hand-picked successor, his daughter-in-law Lara Trump, who has spoken positively about working with Turning Point. 

    



    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    


President Joe Biden won Arizona in 2020 by about 10,000 votes. It was, along with Georgia, one of two states decided by less than half a percentage point and is expected to be close again this year. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Arizona Republicans have enthusiastically embraced Trump's lie that the 2020 election was stolen from him. State lawmakers commissioned an unprecedented partisan recount that confirmed his loss. Cochise County officials in southern Arizona are facing criminal charges for refusing to certify the 2022 midterm election results. 

    



    


Hours before Trump is scheduled to speak, Jake Hoffman, a Republican state senator who is also a top Turning Point consultant, will be arraigned for his role in an alleged plot to overturn Trump's loss in Arizona. Hoffman is accused of being a fake elector who signed a document falsely claiming to represent Arizona in the Electoral College. 
Trump's former chief of staff, Mark Meadows, is scheduled for arraignment in the same case on Friday. 
Despite the state's importance on the presidential map, Trump has not campaigned in Arizona since 2022, when he held a rally to support his slate of midterm candidates, all of whom ended up losing. 
Trump's trip west includes several private fundraisers and a rally on Sunday in Nevada, another battleground state he lost narrowly in 2020.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the 2024 election at https://apnews.com/hub/election-2024.
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    [image: King Charles III lays a wreath during the UK national commemorative event for the 80th anniversary of D-Day, held at the British Normandy Memorial in Ver-sur-Mer, Normandy, France, Thursday June 6, 2024. (Gareth Fuller, Pool Photo via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 9 | King Charles III lays a wreath during the UK national commemorative event for the 80th anniversary of D-Day, held at the British Normandy Memorial in Ver-sur-Mer, Normandy, France, Thursday June 6, 2024. (Gareth Fuller, Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: Britain's King Charles III speaks with President of France Emmanuel Macron at the UK national commemorative event for the 80th anniversary of D-Day, held at the British Normandy Memorial in Ver-sur-Mer, Normandy, France, Thursday June 6, 2024. (Gareth Fuller, Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: King Charles III, Queen Camilla and Veteran Richard Trelease attend the UK Ministry of Defence and the Royal British Legion's commemorative event at the British Normandy Memorial to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day Thursday, June 06, 2024 in Ver-Sur-Mer, France. Normandy is hosting various events across significant sites such as Pegasus Bridge, Sainte-Mere-Eglise, and Pointe du Hoc, to officially commemorate the 80th anniversary of the D-Day landings that took place on June 6, 1944. (Chris Jackson/Pool photo via AP)]
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[image: Britain's King Charles III and Britain's Queen Camilla arrive to a commemorative ceremony marking the 80th anniversary of the World War II D-Day" Allied landings in Normandy, at the World War II British Normandy Memorial of Ver-sur-Mer, Thursday, June 6, 2024. Normandy is hosting various events to officially commemorate the 80th anniversary of the D-Day landings that took place on June 6, 1944. (Ludovic Marin/Pool via AP)]
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[image: Britain's King Charles III goes to deliver a speech during a commemorative ceremony marking the 80th anniversary of the World War II D-Day" Allied landings in Normandy, at the World War II British Normandy Memorial of Ver-sur-Mer, Thursday, June 6, 2024. Normandy is hosting various events to officially commemorate the 80th anniversary of the D-Day landings that took place on June 6, 1944. (Ludovic Marin/Pool via AP)]
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[image: King Charles III lays a wreath during the UK national commemorative event for the 80th anniversary of D-Day, held at the British Normandy Memorial in Ver-sur-Mer, Normandy, France, Thursday June 6, 2024. (Gareth Fuller, Pool Photo via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 9 | King Charles III lays a wreath during the UK national commemorative event for the 80th anniversary of D-Day, held at the British Normandy Memorial in Ver-sur-Mer, Normandy, France, Thursday June 6, 2024. (Gareth Fuller, Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: Britain's King Charles III and Queen Camilla speak to D-Day veterans, including Albert Keir, third right, and Stan Ford, fourth right, following the UK national commemorative event for the 80th anniversary of D-Day, held at the British Normandy Memorial in Ver-sur-Mer, Normandy, France, Thursday June 6, 2024. (Gareth Fuller, Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: Britain's King Charles III and Britain's Queen Camilla with French President Emmanuel Macron, second right, and hi wife Brigitte Macron, right, attend a commemorative ceremony marking the 80th anniversary of the World War II D-Day" Allied landings in Normandy, at the World War II British Normandy Memorial of Ver-sur-Mer, Thursday, June 6, 2024. Normandy is hosting various events to officially commemorate the 80th anniversary of the D-Day landings that took place on June 6, 1944. (Ludovic Marin/Pool via AP)]
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[image: Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, Rishi Sunak, second right, Britain's King Charles III and Britain's Queen Camilla with French President Emmanuel Macron, third right, his wife Brigitte Macron, second right, attend a commemorative ceremony marking the 80th anniversary of the World War II D-Day" Allied landings in Normandy, at the World War II British Normandy Memorial of Ver-sur-Mer, Thursday, June 6, 2024. Normandy is hosting various events to officially commemorate the 80th anniversary of the D-Day landings that took place on June 6, 1944. (Ludovic Marin/Pool via AP)]
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    [image: King Charles III lays a wreath during the UK national commemorative event for the 80th anniversary of D-Day, held at the British Normandy Memorial in Ver-sur-Mer, Normandy, France, Thursday June 6, 2024. (Gareth Fuller, Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: Britain's King Charles III speaks with President of France Emmanuel Macron at the UK national commemorative event for the 80th anniversary of D-Day, held at the British Normandy Memorial in Ver-sur-Mer, Normandy, France, Thursday June 6, 2024. (Gareth Fuller, Pool Photo via AP)]
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Britain's King Charles III speaks with President of France Emmanuel Macron at the UK national commemorative event for the 80th anniversary of D-Day, held at the British Normandy Memorial in Ver-sur-Mer, Normandy, France, Thursday June 6, 2024. (Gareth Fuller, Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: King Charles III, Queen Camilla and Veteran Richard Trelease attend the UK Ministry of Defence and the Royal British Legion's commemorative event at the British Normandy Memorial to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day Thursday, June 06, 2024 in Ver-Sur-Mer, France. Normandy is hosting various events across significant sites such as Pegasus Bridge, Sainte-Mere-Eglise, and Pointe du Hoc, to officially commemorate the 80th anniversary of the D-Day landings that took place on June 6, 1944. (Chris Jackson/Pool photo via AP)]
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[image: Britain's King Charles III and Britain's Queen Camilla arrive to a commemorative ceremony marking the 80th anniversary of the World War II D-Day" Allied landings in Normandy, at the World War II British Normandy Memorial of Ver-sur-Mer, Thursday, June 6, 2024. Normandy is hosting various events to officially commemorate the 80th anniversary of the D-Day landings that took place on June 6, 1944. (Ludovic Marin/Pool via AP)]
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                                        VER-SUR-Mer, France (AP) -- King Charles III came to northern France on Thursday to honor the 22,442 British troops who died in the Battle of Normandy.
He also came to honor a generation.
It is a generation that sacrificed and fought and died and waited through five long years of war, then sent its youngest and bravest to claw their way onto the Normandy beaches and battle through machine-gun fire and artillery blasts to begin the D-Day invasion of Nazi-occupied Europe on June 6, 1944.
It is also a generation that is quickly passing into history, with the youngest D-Day veterans now nearing their 100th birthdays. That is a reality the king knows firsthand after losing his mother and father, both World War II veterans, over the last three years.
So, Charles on Thursday said thank you, perhaps for the last time, to old soldiers and their missing comrades during ceremonies at the newly completed British Normandy Memorial overlooking the beaches where U.K. soldiers landed 80 years ago.

    


He said that while the number of living veterans was dwindling, "our obligation to remember what they stood for and what they achieved for us all can never diminish."




"Eighty years ago on D-Day, the 6th of June 1944, our nation - and those which stood alongside it - faced what my grandfather, King George VI, described as the supreme test," Charles said. "How fortunate we were, and the entire free world, that a generation of men and women in the United Kingdom and other allied nations did not flinch when the moment came to face that test."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The British ceremony featured performances by singers including Tom Jones, as well as testimony from D-Day veterans. Queen Camilla was seen wiping away a tear as actor Martin Freeman read memories of 99-year-old Joe Mines, recalling that "I was 19 when I landed, but I was still a boy."
Charles, 75, shrugged off his own recent cancer diagnosis to attend the ceremony for British veterans, even though he chose to skip the larger international ceremony a few miles away. Prince William, the heir to the throne, will stand in for the king at that event near Saint-Laurent-sur-Mer, joining heads of state and veterans from around the world to mark the anniversary.

    


The king is slowly returning to public-facing duties after being sidelined for three months following his cancer diagnosis. While doctors are encouraged by his progress, Charles is still receiving treatment and his schedule will be adjusted as needed to protect his recovery, Buckingham Palace said last month.
With a limited schedule, it's no surprise that the king chose to focus on the sacrifices of British soldiers.
As commander-in-chief of the armed forces, the king is a symbol of the nation and a unifying force for the military who is above party politics.
Charles, who spent five years in the Royal Navy, also has a deep personal connection to the World War II generation. His father, Prince Philip, served in the navy throughout the war, and his mother, Queen Elizabeth II, trained as a military driver and mechanic during the final months of the conflict. Queen Camilla's father served in the army and was twice awarded the military cross, Britain's third-highest military honor.

    


"Those men and women who took part in D-Day, they weren't fighting for the government of the day, they were fighting for the Crown," said Michael Cole, a former BBC royal correspondent who first covered Charles more than 50 years ago.
"The troops swear their loyalty to the king. That's how it happens. And that's how it works in this country. So it's very, very important that the king takes part" in the D-Day services.
The D-Day landings had been a dream of Britain's wartime prime minister, Winston Churchill, ever since the U.S. entered the war following the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941. 
They finally became a reality on June 6, 1944, when almost 160,000 Allied troops from the U.S., Britain, Canada and nine other countries landed in Normandy. At least 4,414 men were killed and another 5,900 were listed as missing or wounded as Allied forces broke through the Nazis' heavily fortified "Atlantic Wall" to secure a foothold in Northern Europe.

    


By the end of August, more than 2 million men had crossed the English Channel, starting the march to Berlin that ended with Germany's surrender on May 8, 1945.
The king and French President Emmanuel Macron led dignitaries in laying wreaths at the British Normandy Memorial. It sits outside the town of Ver-sur-Mer overlooking Gold Beach, one of three beaches where British troops came ashore on D-Day. Almost 62,000 British troops landed that day, or 40% of the total invasion force.
The names of all 22,442 troops who died under British command during the larger Battle of Normandy are etched on the memorial's limestone columns. For the 80th anniversary events, 1,475 larger-than-life black silhouettes have been installed around the memorial to represent the British troops who died on D-Day itself.
U.K. monarchs have taken a leading role in honoring the nation's war dead ever since Charles' great-grandfather King George V presided over the burial of an unknown soldier of the First World War at Westminster Abbey in 1920.
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                                        BERLIN (AP) -- Chancellor Olaf Scholz vowed Thursday that Germany will start deporting criminals from Afghanistan and Syria again after a knife attack by an Afghan immigrant last week left one police officer dead and four more people injured. 
The brutal attack in Mannheim, which was captured on video and quickly went viral online, shocked the country.
Scholz addressed parliament in a speech focused on security Thursday, just days before European elections in which far-right populists across the continent are expected to make big gains.
"It outrages me when someone who has sought protection here commits the most serious crimes. Such criminals should be deported, even if they come from Syria and Afghanistan," the chancellor said to the applause of lawmakers. 
The 25-year-old attacker, who killed a 29-year-old police officer who was trying to stop him, came to Germany in 2014 as an asylum-seeker.

    


"Serious criminals and terrorist threats have no place here," Scholz added. "In such cases, Germany's security interests outweigh the interests of the perpetrator."
Migration has been one of the major topics during the European election campaign that far-right and mainstream parties have been exploiting in order to garner votes from Europeans who have felt disgruntled by millions of new arrivals looking for refuge from wars, hunger, climate change or just trying to build up a better future for themselves.




Referring to Friday's knife attack, Scholz said that "what happened in Mannheim -- the fatal knife attack on a young policeman -- is an expression of the misanthropic ideology of radical Islamism. There is only one term for this: terror. Let's declare war to terror."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Germany does not currently carry out any deportations to Afghanistan or Syria. The German government does not have any diplomatic relations with the Taliban in Kabul, and considers the security situation in Syria too fragile to allow deportations there.

    


However, the chancellor said in his speech that his government was already working on solutions to enable the deportation of convicted Afghans to Afghanistan's neighboring countries. There have been discussion in Germany about allowing deportations to Syria again. 
Scholz also promised that deportation rules for all others who commit or support terrorism will be toughened as well.
It is not clear how fast, if at all, the German government will be able to execute more deportations of criminal foreigners as the country's cumbersome bureaucracy often slows down any political decisions.
"The time of warnings and condemnations, of denials and announcements, that time is now over," said Friedrich Merz, the opposition leader from the conservative Christian Democrats. "People expect us to act. They expect decisions."
Britta Hasselmann, the parliamentary leader of the the environmental Greens, which are part of Scholz' governing coalition, questioned how realistic the chancellor's deportation plans were.
She said it would be difficult to negotiate a deportation agreement with the Taliban or Afghanistan's neighboring countries.

    


"It will have to be (...) examined for which third country it should be attractive to take in terrorists or serious criminals. I am looking forward to seeing what answers we come up with," she said. 
Many Germans initially welcomed migrants when more than 1 million people from Syria, Afghanistan and Iraq came in 2015-16 following wars and instability in their home countries, but the mood has changed in recent years. 
Germany's far-right Alternative for Germany, or AfD, has successfully exploited some Germans' concerns about the newcomers. However, in recent months, millions of Germans went out to the streets to protest radical plans by the far-right to deport millions of immigrants, even those with German passports, should they come to power. 
A series of scandals involving the party's top candidates in the European elections pointing to their alleged closeness to Russia and China, as well as one of the party's top leaders' repeated use of Nazi slogans, have seen the party slump in recent polls. 
Scholz and his Social Democrats as well as other mainstream parties have been trying to depict themselves as tough on migration and radical Islam in hopes that voters won't turn to AfD to tackle issues related to migration. 
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                    At least six crewmembers of a fishing boat were killed when an explosion rocked their vessel at sea followed by a fire nearly three kilometers (1.9 miles) off a central Philippine province, coast guard officials said Thursday, adding six others were rescued.
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    [image: In this photo provided by the Philippine Coast Guard, rescuers from the coast guard (orange shirts) carry a survivor of a vessel that caught fire at the vicinity waters off Naga City, Cebu, Philippines Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Several crew members of a fishing boat were killed when an explosion and a fire hit their vessel at sea nearly three kilometers (3.7 miles) off a central Philippine province, coast guard officials said Thursday, adding several others were rescued. (Philippine Coast Guard via AP)]
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                                        MANILA, Philippines (AP) -- An explosion and fire on a wooden fishing boat at sea killed six Filipino crewmembers while six others were rescued in the nighttime darkness, coast guard officials said Thursday.
The survivors, including the skipper of the F/B King Bryan, were still being treated at a hospital or were too traumatized to tell investigators what set off the explosion Wednesday night about 8 kilometers (5 miles) off Naga city in Cebu province, coast guard officials said.
One of the injured crewmen was in critical condition at a hospital, the coast guard said.
Video and pictures issued by the coast guard show flames and smoke billowing from the fishing boat as rescuers scanned the waters in the darkness. Crewmembers with burn injuries are carried to safety by coast guard personnel.
The wooden-hulled boat, which had bamboo outriggers, apparently developed engine trouble before an explosion and a fire engulfed the vessel, injuring crewmembers and forcing others to jump into the sea in panic. A passing tugboat helped put out the blaze and a coast guard search and rescue operation was launched, coast guard officials said.

    


Sea accidents are common in the Philippine archipelago because of frequent storms, poorly maintained boats, overcrowding and spotty enforcement of safety regulations. 
In December 1987, an overcrowded ferry, the Dona Paz, sank after colliding with a fuel tanker, killing more than 4,300 people in the world's worst peacetime sea disaster regarded by some as Asia's Titanic.
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                                        WELLINGTON, New Zealand (AP) -- The leader of Australia's most populous state apologized Thursday for the "unforgivable pain" caused by previous laws criminalizing homosexuality, 40 years after gay sex was decriminalized in New South Wales.
"We are here to apologize for every life that was damaged or diminished or destroyed by these unjust laws," Premier Chris Minns said in a speech to the state parliament. The legislation "should never have existed," he added.
The state was the last in Australia to make a formal apology for laws that made gay sex acts illegal, following Victoria and South Australia in 2016 and the country's other three states in 2017. Same-sex marriage became legal in Australia in 2017.
Homosexual acts between adult men were decriminalized in New South Wales in 1984, making it the fifth state to do so. Sex between women was never a criminal offense in the state. The state recorded dozens of "gay hate" deaths in the 1980s, in part because of hostility and fear stemming from the AIDS epidemic. 

    


A legislative change in 2014 allowed men with convictions under the past laws to apply for them to be expunged.




Minns said Thursday that those convicted had lost jobs, futures and family as a result. 
"We are very sorry for every person convicted or otherwise who were made to live a smaller life because of these laws," he said.
"People who reached the end of their days without ever voicing who they really were, without ever experiencing the greatest of human joys, which is the joy of love, we are sorry," Minns added.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Sydney lawmaker Alex Greenwich told legislators that he was the only openly gay member of the New South Wales parliament, which includes Sydney, and one of only two in the chamber's history. 
"This in itself shows how much work we need to do," he said.
"My message to my colleagues today will be the same message as the LGBTQ community had 40 years ago. 'Get out of our bedrooms, get out of our pants and let us live our lives,'" said Greenwich, who has proposed a bill that would prevent teachers and students at private schools from being fired or expelled for coming out. 
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                    Slovakia's Prime Minister Robert Fico delivered a video statement after he was released from hospital following an assassination attempt. Fico he said he bears no malice toward the gunman who seriously wounded him three weeks ago.
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                                        BRATISLAVA, Slovakia (AP) -- Slovakia's populist Prime Minister Robert Fico said Wednesday he believes he was targeted for having a Ukraine position contrary to the European mainstream but bears no malice toward the gunman who seriously wounded him three weeks ago.
The prerecorded speech posted online by Fico, who opposes military aid to Ukraine, was his first appearance since the assassination attempt and came just days ahead of his country's polling Saturday in European Parliament elections.
Fico, who took office last fall after campaigning on a pro-Russian and anti-American platform, has been recovering from multiple wounds after being shot in the abdomen as he greeted supporters on May 15 in the town of Handlova. The assailant has been arrested, but not named by authorities, who at first said he acted alone but later said they were searching for a "third party." 

    


Seemingly in good shape as he spoke, Fico pledged to be back at work in about a month and said he felt "no hatred" towards his attacker and planned no legal action against him. "I forgive him," he said during the 14-minute speech,




Still, he slammed the opposition and others, saying: "After all, it's evident that he only was a messenger of evil and political hatred."
Fico, considered a leftist populist leader, suggested that his views on Russia's war on Ukraine and other issues that sharply differ from the European mainstream made him a victim. Fico ended his country's military aid for Ukraine after his coalition government was sworn in on Oct. 25. He also opposes EU sanctions on Russia, and wants to block Ukraine from joining NATO.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It's cruel to state this, but the right to have a different opinion has ceased to exist in the European Union," he said, blaming unspecified Western countries for the alleged situation.
Fico was released from hospital in the central city of Banska Bystrica last week, and taken to his home in Bratislava, where he continues to recuperate. 

    


A video of the attack shows him approach people gathered at barricades and reach out to shake hands as a man steps forward, extends his arm and fires five rounds before being tackled and arrested. Fico immediately underwent a five-hour surgery, followed by another two-hour surgery two days later.
The country's Specialized Criminal Court in the town of Pezinok ordered the suspect, who is charged with attempted murder, to remain behind bars. Prosecutors told police not to publicly identify the suspect or release details about the case.
Government officials originally said they believed it was a politically motivated attack committed by a "lone wolf," but later announced that a "third party" might have been involved in "acting for the benefit of the perpetrator."
Fico said Wednesday he "had no reason to believe" that it was an attack by a lone deranged person.
Fico's leftist Smer (Direction) party won Slovakia's Sept. 30 parliamentary elections and is in a close race to win the European Parliament election against the main opposition Progressive Slovakia, a pro-Western liberal party.

    


His government has made efforts to overhaul public broadcasting -- a move critics said would give the government full control of public television and radio. 
That, along with his plans to amend the penal code to eliminate a special anti-graft prosecutor, has led opponents to worry that he would lead Slovakia down a more autocratic path, following the direction of Hungary under populist Prime Minister Viktor Orban.
Thousands have repeatedly rallied in the capital and across Slovakia to protest Fico's policies.
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                                        At what age should kids be on social media? Should they be on it at all? If they aren't, will they be social pariahs? Should parents monitor their conversations? Do parental controls work? 
Navigating social media as a parent -- not to mention a child -- is not easy. Using social media platforms is still the default for most American teenagers, with the Pew Research Center reporting that 58% of teens are daily users of TikTok, including 17% who describe their TikTok use as almost constant. About half of teens use Snapchat and Instagram daily, with near-constant use at 14% and 8% for each, respectively. 
But parents -- and even some teens themselves -- are growing increasingly concerned about the effects of social media use on young people. Lawmakers have taken notice and have held multiple congressional hearings on child online safety. But even with apparent bipartisan unity, making laws and regulating companies takes time. So far, no regulation has passed.

    


What are parents -- and teens -- supposed to do in the meantime? Here are some tips on staying safe, communicating and setting limits on social media -- for kids as well as their parents.




IS 13 THE MAGIC AGE FOR SOCIAL MEDIA? 
There's already, technically, a rule that prohibits kids under 13 from using platforms that advertise to them without parental consent: The Children's Online Privacy Protection Act that went into effect in 2000, before today's teenagers were even born.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The goal was to protect kids' online privacy by requiring websites and online services to disclose clear privacy policies and get parents' consent before gathering personal information on their kids, among other things. To comply, social media companies have generally banned kids under 13 from signing up for their services.
But times have changed, and online privacy is no longer the only concern when it comes to kids being online. There's bullying, harassment, the risk of developing eating disorders, suicidal thoughts or worse.

    


For years, there has been a push among parents, educators and tech experts to wait to give children phones -- and access to social media -- until they are older, such as the "Wait Until 8th" pledge that has parents sign a pledge not to give their kids a smartphone until the 8th grade, or about age 13 or 14. Some wait even later, like 16 or 17.
But neither social media companies nor the government have done anything concrete to increase the age limit.
IF THE LAW WON'T BAN KIDS, SHOULD PARENTS?
"There is not necessarily a magical age," said Christine Elgersma, a social media expert at the nonprofit Common Sense Media. But, she added, "13 is probably not the best age for kids to get on social media."
The laws currently being proposed include blanket bans on the under-13 set when it comes to social media. The problem? There's no easy way to verify a person's age when they sign up for apps and online services. And the apps popular with teens today were created for adults first. Companies have added some safeguards over the years, Elgersma noted, but these are piecemeal changes, not fundamental rethinks of the services.

    


"Developers need to start building apps with kids in mind," she said.
Some tech executives, celebrities such as Jennifer Garner and parents from all walks of life have resorted to banning their kids from social media altogether. While the decision is a personal one that depends on each child and parent, some experts say this could lead to isolating kids, who could be left out of activities and discussions with friends that take place on social media or chat services.
Another hurdle -- kids who have never been on social media may find themselves ill-equipped to navigate the platforms when they are suddenly allowed free rein the day they turn 18.
TALK, TALK, TALK
Start early, earlier than you think. Elgersma suggests that parents go through their own social media feeds with their children before they are old enough to be online and have open discussions on what they see. How would your child handle a situation where a friend of a friend asks them to send a photo? Or if they see an article that makes them so angry they just want to share it right away?

    


For older kids, Elgersma says to approach them with curiosity and interest, "asking about what their friends are doing or just not asking direct questions like, 'What are you doing on Instagram?' but rather, 'Hey, I heard this influencer is really popular.'" And even if your kid rolled their eyes it could be a window."
Don't say things like "Turn that thing off!" when your kid has been scrolling for a long time, says Jean Rogers, the director of the nonprofit Fairplay's Screen Time Action Network.
"That's not respectful," Rogers said. "It doesn't respect that they have a whole life and a whole world in that device."
Instead, Rogers suggests asking them questions about what they do on their phone, and see what your child is willing to share.

    


Kids are also likely to respond to parents and educators "pulling back the curtains" on social media and the sometimes insidious tools companies use to keep people online and engaged, Elgersma said. Watch a documentary like "The Social Dilemma" that explores algorithms, dark patterns and dopamine feedback cycles of social media. Or read up with them how Facebook and TikTok make money.
"Kids love to be in the know about these things, and it will give them a sense of power," she said.
SETTING LIMITS
Rogers says most parents have success with taking their kids' phones overnight to limit their scrolling. Occasionally kids might try to sneak the phone back, but it's a strategy that tends to work because kids need a break from the screen.
"They need to an excuse with their peers to not be on their phone at night," Rogers said. "They can blame their parents."
Parents may need their own limits on phone use. Rogers said it's helpful to explain what you are doing when you do have a phone in hand around your child so they understand you are not aimlessly scrolling through sites like Instagram. Tell your child that you're checking work email, looking up a recipe for dinner or paying a bill so they understand you're not on there just for fun. Then tell them when you plan to put the phone down.
WHAT ABOUT PARENTAL CONTROLS?
Social media platforms that cater to children have added an ever-growing array of parental controls as they face increasing scrutiny over child safety. For instance, Meta unveiled parental supervision tools last year that lets parents set time limits, see who their kid follows or is followed by, and allows them to track how much time the minor spends on Instagram. It does not let parents see message content. 
But as with similar tools on other platforms such as TikTok, the feature is optional, and both kids and parents have to agree to use it. In order to nudge kids toward agreeing to set up the controls, Instagram sends a notice to teens after they block someone, encouraging them to let their parents "supervise" their account. The idea is to grab kids' attention when they might be more open to parental guidance.
By making the feature optional, Meta says it is trying to "balance teen safety and autonomy" as well as prompt conversations between parents and their children. 
Such features can be useful for families in which parents are already involved in their child's online life and activities. Experts say that's not the reality for many people. 
U.S. Surgeon General Murthy said last year it's unfair to expect parents to manage what their children do with rapidly evolving technology that "fundamentally changes how their kids think about themselves, how they build friendships, how they experience the world -- and technology, by the way, that prior generations never had to manage." 
Putting all of that on the shoulders of parents, he said, "is just simply not fair."
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                                        UNITED NATIONS (AP) -- Denmark, Greece, Pakistan, Panama and Somalia were set to get seats on the U.N. Security Council in a secret ballot Thursday in the General Assembly.
The 193-member world body is scheduled to vote to elect five countries to serve two-year terms on the council. The 10 non-permanent seats on the 15-member council are allotted to regional groups who usually select their candidates but sometimes can't agree on one. There are no such surprises this year.
Last year, Slovenia soundly defeated Russia's close ally Belarus for the seat representing the East European regional group, a vote that reflected strong global opposition to Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine.
This time, the regional groups put forward Somalia for an African seat, Pakistan for an Asia-Pacific seat, Panama for a Latin America and Caribbean seat, and Denmark and Greece for two mainly Western seats.

    


The five council members elected Thursday will start their terms on Jan. 1, replacing those whose two-year terms end on Dec. 31 -- Mozambique, Japan, Ecuador, Malta and Switzerland.
They will join the five veto-wielding permanent members -- the United States, Russia, China, United Kingdom and France -- and the five countries elected last year -- Algeria, Guyana, South Korea, Sierra Leone and Slovenia.




The Security Council is charged with maintaining international peace and security. But because of Russia's veto power it has been unable to take action on Ukraine -- and because of close U.S. ties to Israel it has not called for a cessation of hostilities in Gaza.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

All five countries expected to win seats on Thursday have served previously on the Security Council - Pakistan seven times, Panama five times, Denmark four times, Greece twice and Somalia once.
Virtually every country agrees that almost eight decades after the United Nations was established the Security Council needs to expand and reflect the world in the 21st century, not the post-World War II era reflected now.
But with 193 countries with national interests, the central question -- and the biggest disagreement -- is exactly how. And for four decades, those disagreements have blocked any significant reform of the U.N.'s most powerful body.
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                                        UNITED NATIONS (AP) -- Leaders in many conflict areas are more interested in power and political rivalries than in listening to the needs of their people, improving their lives and ending the fighting, the United Nations humanitarian chief told The Associated Press.
In an interview Wednesday, Martin Griffiths said humanitarian workers in conflict-torn countries see the consequences of this failure every day when they often put their lives on the line to help millions of people who are hungry, displaced and caught in violence. That has been brought into sharp relief in Gaza, where over 200 relief workers have been killed.
The eight-month-old Israel-Hamas war in Gaza does remind the world of the willingness of some key nations to engage to try to end conflict, said Griffiths, who is preparing to step down this month after three years as undersecretary-general for humanitarian affairs and emergency relief coordinator.

    


"There's no lack of political diplomacy on Gaza," he said. "It's just not working well enough. But the efforts that have been made by a whole range of governments to support the Palestinian people tells us it can be done."




The United Nations has criticized Israeli forces for hindering aid deliveries and has called for all border crossings to be open and the security of aid workers and convoys that have been overtaken by starving Palestinians. Israel has repeatedly blamed the U.N. for not getting enough aid into Gaza.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Griffiths called Israel's criticism "quite a reach," stressing its obligations as an occupying power to protect and provide civilians with life essentials. "Hamas has an obligation not to have started the October 7 events, which have led to this particular iteration of the terrible Palestinian tragedy."
Griffiths also said it's academic whether Israel is carrying out a full-blown military operation in the southern Gaza city of Rafah or not -- because it has uprooted a million Palestinians "and it's full-blown enough to have stopped almost all aid going into southern and central Gaza." 

    


He said he and Secretary-General Antonio Guterres will attend a conference Tuesday in Amman, Jordan, co-hosted by the U.N., Jordan and Egypt aimed at speeding emergency humanitarian aid to Gaza.
The outgoing humanitarian chief also noted that climate is now rivaling wars as a driver of humanitarian needs, "so it's a world with two scourges." He cited more threats of famine today than in many previous years -- from the Horn of Africa to conflict zones like Sudan and Gaza -- as well as major climate events, including floods in Libya and Pakistan.
Despite increased humanitarian needs and the United Nations paring down its annual budget to help 188 million of the 300 million people in need worldwide, he said the U.N. has only received 17% of funds at mid-year. That's the lowest in years. The U.N. dropped its budget from about $56 billion last year to $49 billion.
Griffiths said donors -- largely countries but also some foundations, companies and others -- have cut funding because of expenses like the increasing cost of living and rising energy prices. But he also said a lot more needs to be done to increase aid, from tapping new donors and engaging with the private sector to ending wars and dealing with hundreds of millions of people displaced worldwide.

    


As examples of the failure of dialogue, he pointed to February 2022 when "Russia simply decided to invade Ukraine to reassert what it saw as its goals -- it wasn't a negotiation, it was an invasion."
And in Sudan, he said two generals working together in a transitional process toward civilian rule decided one day in mid-April 2023 "to take their country to war and to destroy the livelihoods of so many of their people." They didn't negotiate, he said, "they simply decided that the gun was more effective than dialogue."
"We have lost our passion for peace and the absence in this divided geopolitical world for political diplomacy to be the central part of how we end wars, which is something I deeply regret," Griffiths said.

    


David Miliband, president of the International Rescue Committee, a leading humanitarian organization, praised Griffiths for being a partner in "tackling some of the world's most pressing challenges," including wars.
"Martin has worked tirelessly to put the voices of civilians inside Ukraine, Gaza and Sudan at the negotiation table and on the international stage," Miliband told AP. 
He urged the world to fund the humanitarian gap and provide the "diplomatic muscle to stem conflict and human suffering."
At a time when U.N. mediation and peacekeeping efforts "are often adrift," Griffiths has tried to alleviate crises the U.N. can't resolve, said Richard Gowan, the International Crisis Group's U.N. director. At times, he has gone beyond humanitarian aid, including a wartime deal brokered by the U.N. and Turkey that allowed Ukraine to ship grain for a year after Russia's invasion, helping alleviate a global food crisis.

    


"But the reality is that as the U.N.'s humanitarian workload mounts, funding for its efforts is not keeping pace," he said. "Trying to manage multiple conflicts through aid deliveries, rather than find political solutions for them, is not sustainable indefinitely."
As for Griffiths' future, he said he would be spending more time with his family in Geneva but won't stop working. He is establishing the Office of Martin Griffiths, "or OMG," he said, laughing, and "what I'll be doing is working outside the U.N. but on these very similar issues."
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    [image: FILE - North Carolina state Rep. Destin Hall, a top Republican redistricting official, speaks to reporters, Monday, Oct. 23, 2023, at the Legislative Office Building in Raleigh, N.C. In a move that could boost fall turnout among conservatives, North Carolina Republican legislators advanced a proposed constitutional amendment Wednesday that attempts to make clear only U.S. citizens can vote. It would retool language on the books that already limits balloting to anyone born in the country or who are naturalized citizens. (AP Photo/Hannah Schoenbaum, file)]
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                                        RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) -- In a move that could boost fall turnout among conservatives, North Carolina Republican legislators advanced a proposed constitutional amendment Wednesday to make it clear that only U.S. citizens can vote in the state. It would retool language on the books that already limits balloting to U.S.-born or naturalized citizens 18 and older.
A House election-law panel voted to put the question on statewide ballots this November, when races for president, governor and other statewide and legislative races will be contested. Republicans have enough General Assembly members on their own to initiate the referendum if they remain united on the idea. 
Republican legislatures in at least six states already have agreed to place noncitizen voting measures on the fall ballots, including Wisconsin, another presidential battleground. Supporters elsewhere have been stressing a Republican campaign theme that immigrants crossing into the country illegally at the Mexican border could somehow vote in this fall's high-stakes elections. 

    



    


It is already illegal in the U.S. for noncitizens to vote in federal elections. And North Carolina's current state constitution notes that voting is limited to "every person born in the United States and every person who has been naturalized, 18 years of age," provided they meet other qualifications. The Republican-backed amendment would rework the line to read, "Only a citizen of the United States who is 18 years of age."




The bill's chief sponsors -- House Speaker Tim Moore among them -- have said the proposal is about preserving election integrity and preventing potential foreign influence in elections. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    



    


Another sponsor, House Rules Committee Chairman Destin Hall, told the committee that some have suggested the constitution's current language "may be a floor up rather than the ceiling of who can vote," and that "the fear is that some future court could decide that that's not a limitation on everybody who can vote."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Some local jurisdictions -- including San Francisco and the District of Columbia -- have begun allowing immigrants who aren't citizens to vote in local races for school board or city council. Hall mentioned the large number of recent illegal border crossings from Mexico while pitching the need for the language.

    


The proposal "makes it absolutely clear and removes all reasonable doubt that only citizens can vote in our state's elections," he said.

    


Democrats on the committee criticized the proposal as unnecessary and a waste of time and resources. State voter registration applications already make clear that voting is limited to citizens, and that lying about it on the form is a low-grade felony. 
"I feel like we're chasing a problem that doesn't exist," said Rep. Pricey Harrison, a Guilford County Democrat. "It just seems like we are creating a situation that might be chilling new citizens' desire to vote."
A 2016 election audit in North Carolina found that 41 legal immigrants who had not yet become citizens cast ballots, out of 4.8 million total ballots cast that fall. The state now lists nearly 7.5 million registered voters.

    


The federal prosecutor's office in eastern North Carolina said in 2021 that it had charged 24 people over the previous 18 months while investigating allegations of voter-related fraud, which included accusations of noncitizens illegally voting or falsely claiming U.S. citizenship to register to vote.

    


Ann Webb with voting advocacy group Common Cause North Carolina spoke against the referendum in committee, calling it an "attempt to spread lies that cast doubt on our elections and divide us, fostering an environment where prejudice and violence can thrive." 
While constitutional amendments aren't subject to Democratic Gov. Roy Cooper's veto, proposals can't be brought before voters unless 72 of the House's 120 members and 30 of the Senate's 50 members vote yes. Republicans have exactly those numbers of members in the respective chambers.
A simple majority of voters in November would have to vote yes on the referendum question for the language to be edited into the constitution.

    


Pro-amendment speaker Kevrick McKain with Americans For Citizen Voting, a national organization that aims to advance amendments to make voting the exclusive right of U.S. citizens, said an amendment would give "we the people the right to weigh in on our state's law, instead of letting the state be vulnerable to interpretations."

    


A House committee now has to approve the measure before it can go to the House for a full vote. 
Senate leader Phil Berger seems open to the idea. 
"I think you can make a legalistic argument that something like that is already prohibited," Berger told reporters in late April. "However, I don't see any harm in including that as a constitutional amendment. We'll see if there's enough support."
___ This story has been corrected to show that the group is Americans For Citizen Voting, not Americans For Citizens Voting, and its representative is Kevrick McKain, not Kevrick McCain.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/north-carolina-voting-citizens-constitutional-amendment-0e8dff47c23c913c980a95290cc089f0



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    A brief timeline of events on D-Day, June 6, 1944 | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Hour by hour: A brief timeline of the Allies' June 6, 1944, D-Day invasion of occupied France

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Under the cover of naval shell fire, American infantrymen wade ashore from their landing craft during the initial Normandy landing operations in France, June 6, 1944. More than 2,200 Allied aircraft begin bombing German defenses and other targets in Normandy. They are followed by 1,200 aircraft carrying more than 23,000 American, British and Canadian airborne troops. British forces landing in gliders take two strategic bridges near the city of Caen. (AP Photo/Peter Carroll, File)]
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                                        OMAHA BEACH, France (AP) -- A brief timeline of events on D-Day, June 6, 1944.
Shortly after midnight: More than 2,200 Allied aircraft begin bombing German defenses and other targets in Normandy. They are followed by 1,200 aircraft carrying more than 23,000 American, British and Canadian airborne troops. British forces landing in gliders take two strategic bridges near the city of Caen. The force commander uses the codewords "ham and jam" to report the successful capture. 

    
    80 YEARS SINCE THE D-DAY LANDINGS

	How the day unfolded: The Allied invasion of Nazi-occupied France was unprecedented in scale and audacity, using the largest-ever armada of ships, troops, planes and vehicles to change the course of World War II.
	AP was there: On D-Day, The Associated Press had reporters, artists and photographers in the air, on the choppy waters of the English Channel, in London, and at departure ports and airfields to cover the Allied assault in Normandy.
	Live: Follow AP's live coverage of memorials and vigils around the world, including a candle-lit vigil held at Bayeux War Cemetery, where 4,600 graves of World War II military victims will be illuminated. England's King Charles III and U.S. President Joe Biden are among those expected to attend.



    


1:30 a.m.: U.S. 101st Airborne Division begins landing behind the most western of the five landing beaches, codenamed Utah.
2:30 a.m.: U.S. 82nd Airborne Division also lands but many units are scattered.
5 a.m.: Allied naval forces begin shelling German coastal defenses.
6:30 a.m.: Beach landings begin. 
How D-Day progressed on the five beaches: 
Utah: Assaulted by U.S. forces. This beach saw the fewest Allied casualties: 197 troops killed or wounded among 23,000 that land.

    


Omaha: The longest, most heavily defended and bloodiest beach. U.S. forces suffer 2,400 casualties but still land 34,000 troops by nightfall.
Gold: Taken by British forces, which land 25,000 soldiers and push German forces inland, for 400 casualties. 




Juno: Joint Canadian-British assault lands 21,000 troops; more than 1,150 casualties.
Sword: Assisted by French and British commandoes, the British 2nd Army takes the easternmost beach, landing 29,000 soldiers for 630 casualties. 
----
Sources: U.S. Defense Department, the White House, Juno Beach Center, Imperial War Museum, National Army Museum 
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    [image: FILE -- Snow-capped Haleakala serves as a backdrop as Paia, Maui's Scott Picton, left, plays a guitar and Saskatchewan's Shannon and Dan Runcie walk on Sugar Beach in South Maui, Hawaii, Feb. 11, 2019. Local officials on the Hawaiian island of Maui on Wednesday, June 5, 2024, voted to oppose a U.S. military proposal to build new telescopes on the summit of Haleakala volcano. (Matthew Thayer/The Maui News via AP)]
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[image: FILE - Clouds cover the summit area of Haleakala volcano on Maui in Haleakala National Park, Hawaii, on June 28, 2022. Local officials on the Hawaiian island of Maui on Wednesday, June 5, 2024, voted to oppose a U.S. military proposal to build new telescopes on the summit of Haleakala volcano. (AP Photo/Andrew Selsky, File)]
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                                        HONOLULU (AP) -- Local officials on the Hawaiian island of Maui on Wednesday voted to oppose a U.S. military proposal to build new telescopes on the summit of Haleakala volcano, the latest observatory project to meet objection in the islands.
The U.S. Space Force and Air Force want to build a new facility on the top of Haleakala, Maui's highest peak, to track objects in space.
The Maui County Council voted 9-0 to pass a resolution opposing the project. The measure said Haleakala's summit was a sacred place used for religious ceremony, prayer and connecting to ancestors. 
"Haleakala is more than just a mountain; the summit is considered wao akua, or 'realm of the gods,' and continues to be a place of deep spirituality for Native Hawaiians to engage in some of these traditional practices," the resolution said. 
It said that the Space Force hasn't finished cleaning up a 700-gallon (2,650-liter) diesel fuel spill at the site of one its existing Haleakala telescopes. The spill occurred last year when a pump that supplies fuel to a backup generator failed to shut off during a lightning storm. 

    


The proposed new facility is called AMOS STAR, which is an acronym for Air Force Maui Optical and Supercomputing Site Small Telescope Advanced Research. It would feature six telescopes enclosed in ground-mounted domes and one rooftop-mounted domed telescope. 




The county's resolution urged the military to heed community calls to cease their development efforts. It urged the National Park Service, Federal Aviation Administration and the Hawaii Department of Land and Natural Resources to deny the project permits. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The clear skies and dry air at Haleakala's peak make for some of the world's best conditions for viewing space, similar to the summit of Mauna Kea on the Big Island which hosts about a dozen telescopes.
Haleakala rises to 10,023 feet (3,055 meters) It already hosts multiple University of Hawaii observatories and an existing collection of Space Force telescopes called the Maui Space Surveillance Complex. Protesters tried to block the construction of a new observatory on Haleakala in 2017 but building went ahead and the Daniel K. Inouye Solar Telescope released its first images in 2020.
 A proposal by a consortium of universities to build a new observatory on Mauna Kea called the Thirty Meter Telescope triggered massive protests in 2019. The TMT project is currently paused while planners seek National Science Foundation funding.
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The wife of Sen. Bob Menendez was excused Wednesday from appearing in court next week after her lawyer said she's experiencing intense and chronic pain after surgery to treat cancer.
Nadine Menendez was supposed to be on trial with the Democrat for the past month, but her trial was delayed until at least July after she was diagnosed with breast cancer.
She was scheduled to attend a pretrial hearing next Wednesday in Manhattan federal court before her lawyer, Barry Coburn, asked that her appearance be waived after the recent "invasive cancer surgery."
Coburn wrote that she has "medical equipment implanted in her body and is in intense, chronic pain."
In an order late in the day, Judge Sidney H. Stein said she can skip the hearing.
Menendez, 70, and his wife, 57, have pleaded not guilty to aiding three New Jersey businessmen in return for bribes of gold bars, hundreds of thousands of dollars in cash and a car.

    


Much of the evidence shown to jurors since the trial began four weeks ago has focused on Nadine Menendez's communications with the businessmen and the senator through hundreds of emails, text messages and telephone calls.




Prosecutors on Wednesday showed that her communications with different individuals were often seconds or minutes apart as she juggled conversations with the businessmen and Menendez, such as when money was provided by one of the businessmen to finance a Mercedes-Benz in 2019.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Two of the businessmen, Wael Hana and Fred Daibes, are on trial with the senator while a third businessman has pleaded guilty and has been scheduled to testify later in the trial.
The Menendez couple began dating in early 2018 and married in 2020, when the senator moved into his wife's Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey, home.
On Monday, Menendez filed to run for reelection as an independent. If victorious, it would be his fourth term as a senator.

    


He has insisted that anything he did on behalf of the businessmen was part of the work that any elected official carries out on behalf of constituents.
Prosecutors, though, have told a jury that Menendez sought to sell his office to enrich himself, helping Hana get a lucrative monopoly on certifying meat exports to Egypt as meeting Islamic guidelines, and assisting Daibes with investments linked to a member of the Qatari royal family.
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                    A political consultant who sent artificial intelligence-generated robocalls mimicking President Joe Biden's voice has made an initial court appearance in New Hampshire.
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    [image: Steve Kramer speaks Wednesday, June 5, 2024, at Superior Court, in Laconia, N.H., during his arraignment in connection with charges of voter suppression and impersonating a candidate. Kramer, a political consultant who sent artificial intelligence-generated robocalls mimicking President Joe Biden's voice to voters ahead of New Hampshire's presidential primary faces more than two dozen criminal charges. (AP Photo/Steven Senne, Pool)]
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                                        LACONIA, N.H. (AP) -- A political consultant who sent artificial intelligence-generated robocalls mimicking President Joe Biden's voice made his first court appearance Wednesday in New Hampshire, where he is charged with voter suppression and impersonating a candidate ahead of the state's first-in-the-nation presidential primary.
Steven Kramer, who also faces a proposed $6 million fine from the Federal Communications Commission, has admitted orchestrating a message that was sent to thousands of voters two days before the Jan. 23 primary. The message played an AI-generated voice similar to the Democratic president's that used his phrase "What a bunch of malarkey" and falsely suggested that voting in the primary would preclude voters from casting ballots in November.
Kramer was charged last month with 13 felonies alleging he violated a New Hampshire law against attempting to deter someone from voting using misleading information. He also faces 13 misdemeanor charges accusing him of falsely representing himself as a candidate by his own conduct or that of another person. 

    



    


The charges were filed in four counties and are being prosecuted by the state attorney general's office. 




At Kramer's arraignment in Belknap County on Wednesday, Assistant Attorney General Brendan O'Donnell successfully argued that Kramer should be ordered to post $10,000 cash bail. He argued that the amount was necessary to ensure Kramer returns to court given that he travels frequently and maintains homes in multiple states.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    



    


Kramer's attorney, Tom Reid, argued for personal recognizance bail. He said Kramer has a long history of appearing at regulatory proceedings and has never missed a court date.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Traveling a lot doesn't make someone a flight risk," he said.
Kramer declined to comment as he left the courthouse. His attorney said he is "enjoying the presumption of innocence."

    



    


"Obviously right now we're enjoying the presumption of innocence, we're going to review all the different charges and engage in discussions with the attorney general's office," Reid said.
Kramer, who owns a firm that specializes in get-out-the-vote projects, told The Associated Press in February that he wasn't trying to influence the outcome of the primary election but rather wanted to send a wake-up call about the potential dangers of artificial intelligence when he paid a New Orleans magician $150 to create the recording.
"Maybe I'm a villain today, but I think in the end we get a better country and better democracy because of what I've done, deliberately," Kramer said in February.
Voter suppression carries a prison sentence of 3 1/2 to 7 years in prison. Impersonating a candidate is punishable by up to a year in jail.
Since the New Hampshire robocalls, the FCC has taken steps to combat the growing use of artificial intelligence tools in political communications. In February, it confirmed that AI voice-cloning tools in robocalls are banned under existing law, and on Wednesday, it introduced a proposal to require political advertisers to disclose when they use content generated by artificial intelligence in broadcast television and radio ads.

    



    


If adopted, the new rules would add a layer of transparency that many lawmakers and AI experts have been calling for as rapidly advancing generative AI tools churn out lifelike images, videos and audio clips that threaten to mislead voters in the upcoming U.S. election. 
The charges against Kramer were announced the same day the FCC proposed its fine, along with a $2 million fine against Lingo Telecom, the company accused of transmitting the calls. The proposed fines were the agency's first involving generative AI technology, but Lingo Telecom said it strongly disagreed with the FCC's action, which it called an attempt to impose new rules retroactively. 
___
The Associated Press receives support from several private foundations to enhance its explanatory coverage of elections and democracy. See more about AP's democracy initiative here. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                    The Israeli military said that forces were continuing their operation in the central and eastern parts of the Gaza Strip. It said in a statement that "the activity started on the basis of intelligence information indicating the presence of terrorists and terrorist infrastructure above and below ground in the area." The military waged an offensive earlier this year for several weeks in Bureij and several other nearby refugee camps in central Gaza.
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            Israeli military releases video of troops operating in the Gaza Strip

        
        
            The Israeli military said that forces were continuing their operation in the central and eastern parts of the Gaza Strip. It said in a statement that "the activity started on the basis of intelligence information indicating the presence of terrorists and terrorist infrastructure above and below ground in the area." The military waged an offensive earlier this year for several weeks in Bureij and several other nearby refugee camps in central Gaza.
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The Israeli military said that forces were continuing their operation in the central and eastern parts of the Gaza Strip. It said in a statement that "the activity started on the basis of intelligence information indicating the presence of terrorists and terrorist infrastructure above and below ground in the area." The military waged an offensive earlier this year for several weeks in Bureij and several other nearby refugee camps in central Gaza.
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            People mourn victims of Israeli bombardments across central Gaza which killed at least 48 people

        
        
            Mourners grieved over the bodies of several victims in the central Gaza Strip city of Deir al-Balah on Wednesday after Israeli bombardments in the area. Palestinian health officials said the attacks this week killed at least 48 people, including five women and five children. In Deir al-Balah, residents were seen carrying the bodies to the al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital. (AP video by Abd Al Kareemm, Produced by Wafaa Shurafa)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        People mourn victims of Israeli bombardments across central Gaza which killed at least 48 people
Mourners grieved over the bodies of several victims in the central Gaza Strip city of Deir al-Balah on Wednesday after Israeli bombardments in the area. Palestinian health officials said the attacks this week killed at least 48 people, including five women and five children. In Deir al-Balah, residents were seen carrying the bodies to the al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital. (AP video by Abd Al Kareemm, Produced by Wafaa Shurafa)
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            Israeli nationalists march through Palestinian area of Jerusalem, some chanting 'Death to Arabs'

        
        
            Thousands of mostly ultranationalist Israelis were taking part in an annual march through a sensitive Palestinian area of Jerusalem on Wednesday, with some stoking already surging wartime tensions by chanting "Death to Arabs." Jerusalem, the emotional heart of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, has been mostly calm throughout the Israel-Hamas war. But the annual march, seen as provocative by Palestinians, could ignite broader unrest, as it did three years ago, when it helped set off an 11-day war in Gaza. (AP video shot by Moshe Edri)
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Thousands of mostly ultranationalist Israelis were taking part in an annual march through a sensitive Palestinian area of Jerusalem on Wednesday, with some stoking already surging wartime tensions by chanting "Death to Arabs." Jerusalem, the emotional heart of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, has been mostly calm throughout the Israel-Hamas war. But the annual march, seen as provocative by Palestinians, could ignite broader unrest, as it did three years ago, when it helped set off an 11-day war in Gaza. (AP video shot by Moshe Edri)
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    [image: Israeli soldiers drive a tank near the Israeli-Gaza border, in southern Israel, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 13 | Israeli soldiers drive a tank near the Israeli-Gaza border, in southern Israel, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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Israeli soldiers drive a tank near the Israeli-Gaza border, in southern Israel, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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[image: Palestinian carries a relative killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip outside a hospital in Deir al Ballah on Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 13 | Palestinian carries a relative killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip outside a hospital in Deir al Ballah on Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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Palestinian carries a relative killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip outside a hospital in Deir al Ballah on Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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[image: Palestinian women mourn a child killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip outside a hospital in Deir al Ballah on Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 13 | Palestinian women mourn a child killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip outside a hospital in Deir al Ballah on Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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Palestinian women mourn a child killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip outside a hospital in Deir al Ballah on Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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[image: Israelis wave national flags during a march marking Jerusalem Day, an Israeli holiday celebrating the capture of east Jerusalem in the 1967 Mideast war, in front of the Damascus Gate of Jerusalem's Old City, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Thousands of mostly ultranationalist Israelis are taking part in an annual march through a dense Palestinian neighborhood of Jerusalem's Old City (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 13 | Israelis wave national flags during a march marking Jerusalem Day, an Israeli holiday celebrating the capture of east Jerusalem in the 1967 Mideast war, in front of the Damascus Gate of Jerusalem's Old City, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Thousands of mostly ultranationalist Israelis are taking part in an annual march through a dense Palestinian neighborhood of Jerusalem's Old City (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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Israelis wave national flags during a march marking Jerusalem Day, an Israeli holiday celebrating the capture of east Jerusalem in the 1967 Mideast war, in front of the Damascus Gate of Jerusalem's Old City, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Thousands of mostly ultranationalist Israelis are taking part in an annual march through a dense Palestinian neighborhood of Jerusalem's Old City (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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[image: Israelis wave national flags during a march marking Jerusalem Day, an Israeli holiday celebrating the capture of east Jerusalem in the 1967 Mideast war, in front of the Damascus Gate of Jerusalem's Old City, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Thousands of mostly ultranationalist Israelis are taking part in an annual march through a dense Palestinian neighborhood of Jerusalem's Old City (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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Israelis wave national flags during a march marking Jerusalem Day, an Israeli holiday celebrating the capture of east Jerusalem in the 1967 Mideast war, in front of the Damascus Gate of Jerusalem's Old City, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Thousands of mostly ultranationalist Israelis are taking part in an annual march through a dense Palestinian neighborhood of Jerusalem's Old City (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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[image: Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu attends a Cabinet meeting at the Bible Lands Museum in Jerusalem on Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (Gil Cohen-Magen/Pool Photo via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 13 | Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu attends a Cabinet meeting at the Bible Lands Museum in Jerusalem on Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (Gil Cohen-Magen/Pool Photo via AP)
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Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu attends a Cabinet meeting at the Bible Lands Museum in Jerusalem on Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (Gil Cohen-Magen/Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: An Israeli takes a selfie with the Israel's National Security Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir, center, as he arrives at the Damascus Gate of Jerusalem's Old City during a march marking Jerusalem Day, an Israeli holiday celebrating the capture of east Jerusalem in the 1967 Mideast war, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Thousands of mostly ultranationalist Israelis take part in an annual march through a sensitive Palestinian area of Jerusalem, with some stoking already surging wartime tensions by chanting "Death to Arabs." (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: A Palestinian woman reacts to the bodies of relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip outside a hospital in Deir al Ballah on Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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A Palestinian woman reacts to the bodies of relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip outside a hospital in Deir al Ballah on Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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[image: Palestinians pray for their relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip outside a hospital in Deir al Ballah on Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 13 | Palestinians pray for their relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip outside a hospital in Deir al Ballah on Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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Palestinians pray for their relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip outside a hospital in Deir al Ballah on Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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[image: Israeli soldiers on their tank near the Israeli-Gaza border, in southern Israel, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)]
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Israeli soldiers on their tank near the Israeli-Gaza border, in southern Israel, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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[image: Carrying their weapons Israelis take part in the march marking Jerusalem Day, an Israeli holiday celebrating the capture of east Jerusalem in the 1967 Mideast war, in front of the Damascus Gate of Jerusalem's Old City, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Thousands of mostly ultranationalist Israelis are taking part in an annual march through a dense Palestinian neighborhood of Jerusalem's Old City. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 13 | Carrying their weapons Israelis take part in the march marking Jerusalem Day, an Israeli holiday celebrating the capture of east Jerusalem in the 1967 Mideast war, in front of the Damascus Gate of Jerusalem's Old City, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Thousands of mostly ultranationalist Israelis are taking part in an annual march through a dense Palestinian neighborhood of Jerusalem's Old City. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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Carrying their weapons Israelis take part in the march marking Jerusalem Day, an Israeli holiday celebrating the capture of east Jerusalem in the 1967 Mideast war, in front of the Damascus Gate of Jerusalem's Old City, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Thousands of mostly ultranationalist Israelis are taking part in an annual march through a dense Palestinian neighborhood of Jerusalem's Old City. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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[image: Israeli border police officers look at an Israeli as he waves a national flag during a march marking Jerusalem Day, in Jerusalem's Old City, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 13 | Israeli border police officers look at an Israeli as he waves a national flag during a march marking Jerusalem Day, in Jerusalem's Old City, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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Israeli border police officers look at an Israeli as he waves a national flag during a march marking Jerusalem Day, in Jerusalem's Old City, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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[image: Palestinian children wounded in the Israeli bombardment on a residential building in Bureij refugee camp, are treated at al-Aqsa Martyrs hospital in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, late Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Saher Alghorra)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 13 | Palestinian children wounded in the Israeli bombardment on a residential building in Bureij refugee camp, are treated at al-Aqsa Martyrs hospital in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, late Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Saher Alghorra)
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Palestinian children wounded in the Israeli bombardment on a residential building in Bureij refugee camp, are treated at al-Aqsa Martyrs hospital in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, late Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Saher Alghorra)
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                                        The Israeli military said it has "operational control" over two areas of central Gaza as it carries out ground incursions and airstrikes in a possible broadening of its monthslong war against Hamas. The army said Wednesday its was fighting "above and below ground" in eastern parts of Deir al-Balah and the built-up Bureij refugee camp. 
In Jerusalem, thousands of mostly ultranationalist Israelis marched through a sensitive Palestinian area of the city, with some stoking already surging wartime tensions by chanting "Death to Arabs."
The eight-month war in Gaza has largely cut off the flow of food, medicine and other supplies to Palestinians who are facing widespread hunger. 
The Biden administration has launched an intense drive to persuade Hamas and Israel to accept a new cease-fire and hostage release proposal, which has raised hopes of ending the war. CIA Director Bill Burns was in Doha consulting with Qatar's prime minister about the ongoing negotiations, said National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan on Tuesday. 

    


Israel's war against Hamas in Gaza has killed more than 36,000 Palestinians, according to the Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between combatants and civilians. 




Israel launched the war after Hamas' Oct. 7 attack, in which militants stormed into southern Israel, killed some 1,200 people -- mostly civilians -- and abducted about 250. Around 80 hostages captured on Oct. 7 are believed to still be alive in Gaza, alongside the remains of 43 others.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Currently:
-- Famine is possibly underway in northern Gaza despite recent aid efforts, a new report warns. 
-- As the Gaza hostage crisis drags on for Israel, here's what we know. 
-- In a West Bank refugee camp, Israel's raids fuel the militancy it tries to stamp out. 
-- Gunman captured after shootout outside U.S. Embassy in Lebanon.
-- Rights group claims Israel has hit residential buildings with white phosphorous in Lebanon.

    


Follow AP's coverage of the war in Gaza at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
Here's the latest:
U.N. CHIEF, JORDAN AND EGYPT WILL HOST CONFERENCE NEXT WEEK
UNITED NATIONS -- The United Nations chief, Jordan's king and Egypt's president are co-hosting an emergency "call for action" to world leaders to respond to the humanitarian crisis in Gaza on Tuesday in Jordan.
U.N. humanitarian chief Martin Griffiths said in an interview with The Associated Press on Wednesday that the focus of the conference will be the welfare of the Palestinian people.
"It's not a conference about politics," he said. "It's a conference about people."
Griffiths said he expects the participants to look at bottlenecks to aid delivery including supply chains, the power supply and obstacles to protecting aid workers and convoys.
It's going to be "a very practical conference," said Griffiths, and it's going to be "a call to action because at this stage, it has never been so bad as it is now in Gaza."
He said he didn't know whether Israel has been invited to attend the conference.
He expressed hope that the Jordan conference would also give Palestinians hope for the future.
"It should also speak to the essential requirement for the people of Palestine for statehood, for a pathway towards it, for them to be able to realize that they will rule themselves in freedom," Griffiths said. "And in that freedom, we'll find security for Israel and for the other countries in that region."

    


EXPLOSIVE DRONE STRIKE FROM LEBANON WOUNDS 11 PEOPLE IN NORTHERN ISRAEL
JERUSALEM -- A drone strike from Lebanon on a village in northern Israel on Wednesday wounded 11 people, including one critically, Israeli authorities said.
Eli Bin, director of Israel's Magen David Adom paramedic service, told Israeli Channel 12 News that the 11 were wounded in Hurfeish, a village close to Israel's border with Lebanon.
The Israeli military said two explosive drones fired from Lebanon struck the area. It said air raid sirens did not go off ahead of the strike.
The Lebanese militant group Hezbollah said it launched an explosive drone toward a gathering of military officials, which it said was in response to an earlier Israeli attack.
The Israeli military said "a number of launches that were identified from Lebanon fell in the area," without saying what exactly was fired or hit. It said air raid sirens did not go off ahead of the strike.

    


Israel and Hezbollah have been exchanging fire daily since a day after Hamas' Oct. 7 attack, which set off the war in Gaza. The deadly fighting has displaced tens of thousands of people on both sides of the Israel-Lebanon border and sparked fears of a wider regional war.
The strike on Hurfeish came hours after Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu toured a separate area of the border, promising to restore calm to the north.
U.S. MILITARY HOPES TO REINSTALL GAZA AID PIER LATER THIS WEEK
The U.S. military hopes to reinstall a pier for ferrying food aid into Gaza later this week and have the aid moving again days after that, Pentagon spokeswoman Sabrina Singh said Wednesday.
The causeway leading to the dock onshore broke apart May 25 as heavy winds and high seas hit the area. Large sections were then disconnected and moved to an Israeli port for repairs. Singh said no modifications to the pier were being made.

    


The pier broke apart just a week after it became operational, the pier project has faced criticism that it hasn't lived up to its initial billing or its projected $320 million price tag.
Singh said Wednesday the project has come in at $230 million, much less than estimated due to contributions from Britain and because the cost of contracting trucks and other equipment was less than expected.
NETANYAHU SAYS ISRAEL IS PREPARED FOR 'INTENSE ACTION' ON LEBANESE BORDER
JERUSALEM -- Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu says Israel is "prepared for very intense action" along its northern border with Lebanon, where its has traded fire for months with the militant group Hezbollah.
Netanyahu visited the area Wednesday to receive briefings from military officials. He said: "One way or another, we will restore security to the north."
Hezbollah began attacking Israeli positions on Oct. 8, a day after Hamas launched its surprise attack that sparked the ongoing war in Gaza. Iran-backed Hezbollah and Israel have exchanged fire since the war began, stoking fears of a wider regional war. 
Netanyahu has come under pressure to tackle the violence in the north. The fighting has displaced tens of thousands of people on both sides of the border.
More 400 people have been killed in Lebanon, most of them fighters but also including more than 70 civilians and noncombatants. In Israel, 15 soldiers and 10 civilians have been killed since October. 
Israel and Hezbollah fought a war in 2006. The group is believed to have tens of thousands of rockets at its disposal which could reach deep into Israel, and Israelis fear militants in the north could stage a cross-border raid similar to Hamas.
THOUSANDS OF ISRAELI NATIONALISTS MARCH IN JERUSALEM, SOME CHANTING 'DEATH TO ARABS'
JERUSALEM -- Thousands of mostly ultranationalist Israelis were taking part in an annual march through a sensitive Palestinian area of Jerusalem on Wednesday, with some stoking already surging wartime tensions by chanting "Death to Arabs."
Thousands of Israelis, including many ultranationalists, were participating in the "Jerusalem Day" march. The annual event marks Israel's capture of east Jerusalem, including the Old City and its holy sites sacred to Jews, Christians and Muslims, in the 1967 Mideast war.
The marchers also chanted anti-Islamic slogans outside of Damascus Gate, a central gathering place for Palestinians in east Jerusalem.
The march in the past has helped fuel violence, including helping to set off an 11-day war with Hamas three years ago.
Palestinians view the annual march as provocative.
As buses bringing young Jewish men in for the march thronged around the Old City's centuries-old walls, Palestinian shopkeepers closed down in the Muslim Quarter in preparation.
The police stressed that the march would not enter the sprawling Al-Aqsa mosque compound, the third holiest site in Islam. The hilltop on which it stands is the holiest site for Jews, who refer to it as the Temple Mount because it was the location of the Jewish temples in antiquity. 
EXPLOSION NEAR COMMERCIAL SHIP IN RED SEA, U.K. MILITARY SAYS
DUBAI, United Arab Emirates -- An explosion struck in the Red Sea on Wednesday a short distance from a commercial ship that sustained no damage, the British military's United Kingdom Maritime Trade Operations center said. Yemen's Houthi rebels claimed the attack late Tuesday, part of a series of assaults on ships amid the Israel-Hamas war in the Gaza Strip.
The Houthis also claimed another attack in the distant Arabian Sea that was unreported by either authorities or shipping firms. The Houthis have exaggerated some of their claims in the past.
DOCTORS WITHOUT BORDERS SAYS AT LEAST 70 KILLED IN CENTRAL GAZA SINCE TUESDAY
DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip -- Doctors Without Borders says at least 70 bodies and 300 wounded people, mostly women and children, have been brought to a hospital in central Gaza since Tuesday after a wave of Israeli strikes.
The international charity said Wednesday in a post on X that Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir al-Balah is struggling to treat "a huge influx of patients, many of them arriving with severe burns, shrapnel wounds, fractures, and other traumatic injuries."
The Israeli military said earlier that it had launched new air and ground operations in central Gaza focused on the eastern parts of Deir al-Balah and the built-up Bureij refugee camp.
Karin Huster, a medical adviser with Doctors Without Borders, said "the odour of blood in the hospital's emergency room this morning was unbearable."
"There are people lying everywhere, on the floor, outside ... bodies were being brought in plastic bags. The situation is overwhelming," she said.
Israel says it tries to avoid harming civilians and blames Hamas for their deaths because the militant group places fighters, tunnels and rocket launchers in dense, residential areas. The military rarely comments on individual strikes, which often kill women and children. 
U.N. AGENCIES WARN THAT OVER 1 MILLION PALESTINIANS COULD FACE STARVATION
CAIRO -- United Nations agencies are warning that over 1 million Palestinians in the Gaza Strip could experience the highest level of life-threatening starvation by the middle of next month if hostilities continue.
The World Food Program and the Food and Agriculture Organization said in a joint report Wednesday that hunger is worsening because of heavy restrictions on humanitarian access and the collapse of the local food system because of the nearly eight-month Israel-Hamas war.
It says the situation remains dire in northern Gaza, which has been surrounded and largely isolated by Israeli troops for months. Israel recently opened land crossings in the north but they are only able to facilitate a few dozen truck loads each day for hundreds of thousands of people.
Israel's incursion into Rafah has meanwhile severely disrupted aid operations in the south. Egypt has refused to open its Rafah crossing with Gaza since Israeli forces seized the Gaza side of it nearly a month ago, instead diverting aid to Israel's Kerem Shalom crossing nearby.
The Israeli military says it has allowed hundreds of trucks to enter through Kerem Shalom in recent weeks, but the U.N. says it is often unable to retrieve the aid because of the security situation. It says distribution within Gaza is also severely hampered by ongoing fighting, the breakdown of law and order, and other Israeli restrictions.
The Integrated Food Security Phase Classification, the world authority on determining the extent of hunger crises, said in March that around 677,000 people in Gaza were experiencing Phase 5 hunger, the highest level and the equivalent of famine.
The two U.N. agencies said in their report Wednesday that that figure could climb to over 1 million -- or nearly half of Gaza's total population of 2.3 million -- by the middle of next month.
JERUSALEM MARCH SET TO PROCEED DESPITE TENSIONS
JERUSALEM -- Thousands of Israelis, including large crowds of ultranationalists, are expected to take part in an annual march through dense Palestinian neighborhoods of Jerusalem's Old City in an event that often sees racist chants and brawls.
Jerusalem, the epicenter of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, has been mostly calm throughout the Israel-Hamas war, but Wednesday's march could ignite widespread tensions, as it did three years ago, when it helped set off an 11-day war in Gaza. 
The annual march commemorates Jerusalem Day, which marks Israel's capture of east Jerusalem, including the Old City and its holy sites sacred to Jews, Christians and Muslims, in the 1967 Mideast war. 
Israel considers all of Jerusalem to be its capital, but its annexation of east Jerusalem is not internationally recognized. The Palestinians, who seek east Jerusalem as the capital of a future state, see the march as a provocation.
In past years, police have forcibly cleared Palestinians from the parade route, and large crowds of mostly ultranationalist youth have chanted "Death to Arabs" and "May your village burn." The police say they are deploying 3,000 security personnel to ensure calm.
At the insistence of Israel's far-right National Security Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir, the march will follow its traditional route, entering the Muslim Quarter through Damascus Gate and ending at the Western Wall, the holiest place where Jews can pray.
The police stressed that the march would not enter the sprawling Al-Aqsa mosque compound, the third holiest site in Islam. The hilltop on which it stands is the holiest site for Jews, who refer to it as the Temple Mount because it was the location of the Jewish temples in antiquity. 
Perceived encroachments on the site have set off widespread violence on a number of occasions going back decades. 
Counterprotests were planned throughout the day. An Israeli group, Tag Meir, sent volunteers through the emptying city streets ahead of the march to distribute thousands of flowers to Christian and Muslim residents of the Old City.
ISRAEL'S COMMUNICATIONS MINISTRY WILL TRY TO EXTEND AL JAZEERA SHUTDOWN
TEL AVIV, Israel -- Israel's Communications Ministry says it will try to extend its order to shut down the local offices of Qatar's Al Jazeera news network.
The announcement on Wednesday came after a court upheld the existing order but said it would expire on Sunday, 10 days earlier than expected.
Israel ordered the closure of Al Jazeera's local offices on May 6, escalating a long-running feud between the broadcaster and Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's hard-line government, which accuses it of inciting violence and being a "Hamas mouthpiece," allegations the network denies.
The extraordinary order, which includes confiscating broadcast equipment, preventing the broadcast of the channel's reports and blocking its websites, is believed to be the first time Israel has ever shuttered a foreign news outlet operating in the country.
Last month, Israeli officials seized equipment belonging to The Associated Press, accusing the news organization of violating the law by providing images to Al Jazeera. The Qatari satellite channel is among hundreds of clients that receive live video feeds from the AP and other news organizations. The equipment was returned hours later, and the AP resumed broadcasting live from southern Israel.
Al Jazeera has reported on the Israeli-Hamas war nonstop since the militants' initial cross-border attack Oct. 7 and has maintained 24-hour coverage in the Gaza Strip amid Israel's grinding offensive, which has killed and wounded members of its staff.
The network has provided on-the-ground reporting on the war's casualties while also airing, in their entirety, videos released by Hamas and other armed groups showing Israeli hostages and attacks on Israeli troops.
NETANYAHU SAYS ISRAEL WILL RESTORE SECURITY ALONG THE LEBANESE BORDER 
TEL AVIV, Israel -- Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said Israel will restore security in the north "one way or another" during a tour of the border with Lebanon.
His visit on Wednesday came a day after after large brush fires ignited by Hezbollah rocket attacks burned in a number of locations. At a meeting with soldiers and firefighters, Netanyahu said Israel is "prepared for very strong action in the north."
"Yesterday the land was burning here, and I'm glad you put it out, but the ground was also on fire in Lebanon," he said.
Lebanon's Hezbollah militant group began launching rockets at Israel a day after the war in Gaza broke out with Hamas' Oct. 7 attack on southern Israel. Since then, Israel and Hezbollah have been trading fire daily in violence that has pushed the region to the brink of a wider war.
Israel's national parks authority says a total of nearly 40,000 dunams (9,900 acres) have burned since the end of May in multiple brush fires, many of which were started by rockets and other projectiles fired from Lebanon. It says it could take years to rehabilitate the area.
GUNMAN CAPTURED AFTER SHOOTOUT OUTSIDE U.S. EMBASSY IN BEIRUT
BEIRUT -- A gunman was shot and captured by Lebanese soldiers after a shootout outside the U.S. Embassy outside Beirut on Wednesday morning, the military said.
The attack took place as tensions continued to simmer in the tiny Mediterranean country, where months of fighting between Hezbollah militants and Israeli troops has displaced thousands along the border, following years of political deadlock and economic hardship.
The Lebanese military in a statement said that soldiers shot an assailant, who they only described as a Syrian national. The gunman was wounded and taken to a hospital.
The shooter's motives were not clear. However, Lebanese media have published photos that appear to show a bloodied attacker wearing a black vest with the words "Islamic State" written in Arabic and the English initials "I" and "S."
Local media reported that there was a gunfight involving at least one attacker lasting almost half an hour. A video that surfaced on social media showed a gunman in a parking lot across the embassy's entrance shooting with what appears to be an assault rifle.
ISRAEL SAYS IT HAS STARTED 'OPERATIONAL ACTIVITY' IN 2 AREAS OF CENTRAL GAZA 
JERUSALEM -- The Israeli military says it has "started operational activity" in two areas of central Gaza in a possible broadening of its monthslong ground offensive against Hamas.
The military said Wednesday that forces were operating "both above and below ground" in eastern parts of Deir al-Balah and Bureij, a built-up Palestinian refugee camp dating back to the 1948 war surrounding Israel's creation. It said the operation began with airstrikes on militant infrastructure, after which troops began a "targeted daylight operation" in both areas.
Israel has routinely launched airstrikes in all parts of Gaza since the start of the war and has carried out massive ground operations in the territory's two largest cities, Gaza City and Khan Younis, that left much of them in ruins.
The military waged an offensive earlier this year for several weeks in Bureij and several other nearby refugee camps in central Gaza. 
Troops pulled out of the Jabaliya camp in northern Gaza last Friday after weeks of fighting caused widespread destruction. First responders have recovered the bodies of 360 people, mostly women and children, killed during the battles.
Israel sent troops into Rafah last month in what it said was a limited incursion, but those forces are now operating in central parts of Gaza's southernmost city. More than 1 million people have fled Rafah since the start of the operation, with many heading toward central Gaza.
ISRAEL OVERHAULS SHADOWY MILITARY PRISON SYSTEM

JERUSALEM -- Israel says it is overhauling the operations of a shadowy military prison used to hold Palestinian detainees after outcry over conditions over the facility.
The Sde Teiman facility has served as the main holding place for the thousands of detainees Israel has rounded up in Gaza during an eight-month offensive. The facility has raised concerns of human rights abuses.
State attorneys said during a Supreme Court hearing Wednesday that over the next week the government will transfer 500 of 700 detainees currently held there to the Ofer military prison in the occupied West Bank. They pledged to move the remaining 200 at a later date and use the prison only as a short-term holding facility. 
The state lawyers also said the facility's medical center would be improved and eventually replaced by a new hospital. 
Rights groups had asked the Supreme Court to close the facility, alleging poor conditions and a lack of oversight.
Detainees can be held there pre-trial and without access to an attorney for over a month, under a wartime revision to Israeli law.
Based on interviews with Palestinian detainees held there and soldier whistleblowers, rights groups have said the detainees are shackled and blindfolded in pens inside warehouse-like structures under harsh floodlights.
Doctors working at the medical facility there have raised concerns to The Associated Press that patients are treated while cuffed and blindfolded and surgeries are conducted without adequate painkillers. 
Israel says it has detained about 4,000 Palestinians during its Gaza offensive, saying the detentions are necessary to gather intelligence. It has released 1,500 after deeming them unaffiliated with Palestinian militant groups.
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    [image: FILE - The flag of the International Atomic Energy Agency flies in front of its headquarters during an IAEA Board of Governors meeting in Vienna, Austria, on Feb. 6, 2023. Diplomats say the U.N. nuclear watchdog's board of governors on has censured Iran for failing to cooperate fully with the agency. It called on Tehran Wednesday, June 5, 2024, to provide answers in a long-running investigation and reverse its decision to bar several experienced U.N. inspectors. (AP Photo/Heinz-Peter Bader, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - The flag of the International Atomic Energy Agency flies in front of its headquarters during an IAEA Board of Governors meeting in Vienna, Austria, on Feb. 6, 2023. Diplomats say the U.N. nuclear watchdog's board of governors on has censured Iran for failing to cooperate fully with the agency. It called on Tehran Wednesday, June 5, 2024, to provide answers in a long-running investigation and reverse its decision to bar several experienced U.N. inspectors. (AP Photo/Heinz-Peter Bader, File)


                

            
    
    

        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            STEPHANIE LIECHTENSTEIN

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        VIENNA (AP) -- The U.N. nuclear watchdog's board on Wednesday censured Iran for failing to cooperate fully with the agency, diplomats said, calling on Tehran to provide answers in a long-running investigation and reverse its decision to bar several experienced U.N. inspectors.
Iran's Foreign Ministry issued a late-night statement in response to the vote, saying it "strongly condemns" the action taken by the IAEA's board of governors and called the move political.
The censure followed a report by the International Atomic Energy Agency a week ago that said Iran has further increased its stockpile of uranium enriched to near weapons-grade levels, the latest in Tehran's attempts to steadily exert pressure on the international community.
The vote by the 35-member board at the IAEA headquarters in Vienna sets the stage for a likely further escalation of tensions between the agency and Iran, which has reacted strongly to similar previous resolutions.

    


"The Islamic Republic of Iran considers the presentation and approval of this resolution to be a political and non-constructive action and a continuation of the previous failed policies of some Western countries and an attempt to politically abuse international mechanisms against independent countries," the statement from Iran's Foreign Ministry read.




Twenty members voted for the resolution, while Russia and China opposed it, 12 abstained and one did not vote, according to diplomats. They spoke on condition of anonymity to describe the outcome of the closed-doors vote. The resolution was put forward by France, Germany and Britain.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Censure resolutions by the IAEA board are not legally binding but send a strong political and diplomatic message. 
The resolution, a draft of which was seen by The Associated Press, called on Tehran to implement a joint statement between Iran and the IAEA from March 2023. In that statement, Iran pledged to resolve issues surrounding sites where inspectors have questions about possible undeclared nuclear activity, and to allow the IAEA to "implement further appropriate verification and monitoring activities."

    


Inspectors have said two sites near Tehran bore traces of processed uranium. The IAEA has urged Iran to provide "technically credible" answers about the origin and current location of the nuclear material in order for it "to be in a position to provide assurance that Iran's nuclear program is exclusively peaceful."
While the number of sites about which the IAEA has questions has been reduced from four to two since 2019, those lingering questions have been a persistent source of tensions. 
The IAEA has identified the sites as Turquzabad and Varamin. The IAEA has said inspectors believe Iran used the Varamin site from 1999 until 2003 as a pilot project to process uranium ore and convert it into a gas form. The IAEA said buildings at the site had been demolished in 2004. 
Tehran insists its program is peaceful, though the West and the IAEA say Iran had an organized military nuclear program until 2003.

    


Turquzabad is where the IAEA believes Iran took some of the material at Varamin amid the demolition, though it has said that alone cannot "explain the presence of the multiple types of isotopically altered particles" found there. 
In an apparent attempt to raise the pressure on Tehran, the resolution approved Wednesday states that IAEA Director-General Rafael Mariano Grossi may need to prepare a "comprehensive and updated assessment" on unresolved issues surrounding Iran's nuclear program, if there is "a continued failure by Iran to provide the necessary, full and unambiguous co-operation" to resolve the unanswered questions.
The statement Iran's Foreign Ministry made in response to the censure did not include any threat to expand its nuclear program, as had been circulated in the days before the vote. Iran in recent months, as tensions remain high in the region over the Israel-Hamas war, has suggested it could potentially build a nuclear weapon if it so chose. Iran now has enough highly enriched uranium to produce "several" atomic bombs, the IAEA has warned, though it likely would need months to complete building one.

    


The IAEA board last censured Iran in November 2022. Iran retaliated by beginning to enrich uranium to 60% purity at its Fordo nuclear plant. Uranium enriched at 60% purity is just a short, technical step away from weapons-grade levels of 90%.
Iran responded to a previous resolution in June 2022 by removing IAEA cameras and monitoring equipment from its nuclear sites.
Iran in September barred several experienced U.N. inspectors from monitoring the country's nuclear program. Grossi said at the time that the decision constituted "a very serious blow" to the agency's ability to do its job "to the best possible level."
Under a 2015 deal with world powers, Tehran agreed to limit enrichment of uranium to levels necessary for generating nuclear power in exchange for the lifting of economic sanctions. At the time, U.N. inspectors were tasked with monitoring the program.
However, tensions steadily grew between Iran and the IAEA since 2018, when then-President Donald Trump unilaterally withdrew the United States from the nuclear deal. Since then, Iran has abandoned all limits the deal put on its program and quickly stepped up enrichment.
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    [image: In this photograph released by the state-run WAM news agency, Emirati leader Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, ruler of Abu Dhabi, left, shakes hands with Taliban official Sirajuddin Haqqani at Qasr Al Shati palace in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. The leader of the United Arab Emirates met Tuesday with an official in the Taliban government still wanted by the U.S. on an up-to $10 million bounty over his involvement in an attack that killed an American citizen and other assaults. (WAM via AP)]
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                                        DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) -- The leader of the United Arab Emirates met with an official in the Taliban government still wanted by the United States on an up-to $10 million bounty over his involvement in an attack that killed an American citizen and other assaults. 
The meeting Tuesday highlights the growing divide internationally on how to deal with the Taliban, who seized control of Afghanistan in 2021 and since have barred girls from attending school beyond the sixth grade and otherwise restricted women's roles in public life. While the West still doesn't recognize the Taliban as Kabul's government, nations in the Mideast and elsewhere have reached out to them. 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the ruler of Abu Dhabi, met Sirajuddin Haqqani at the Qasr Al Shati palace in the Emirati capital, the state-run WAM news agency reported. It published an image of Sheikh Mohammed shaking hands with Haqqani, the Taliban's interior minister who also heads the Haqqani network, a powerful network within the group blamed for some of the bloodiest attacks against Afghanistan's former Western-backed government. 

    


"The two sides discussed strengthening the bonds of cooperation between the two countries and ways to enhance ties to serve mutual interests and contribute to regional stability," WAM said. "The discussions focused on economic and development fields, as well as support for reconstruction and development in Afghanistan."




For their part, the Taliban described the two men as discussing "mutual interests," without elaborating. It added that the Taliban's spy chief, Abdul Haq Wasiq, also took part in the meeting. Wasiq had been held for years at the U.S. military's prison at Guantanamo Bay and released in 2014 in a swap that saw the release of U.S. Army Sgt. Bowe Bergdahl, who had been captured after leaving his post in 2009. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Haqqani, believed to be in his 50s, has continued to be on the U.S. radar even after the Taliban takeover. In 2022, a U.S. drone strike in Kabul killed al-Qaida leader Ayman al-Zawahri, who had called for striking the United States for years after taking over from Osama bin Laden. The house in which al-Zawahri was killed was a home for Haqqani, according to U.S. officials. 

    


While the Taliban argued the strike violated the terms of the 2020 Doha Agreement that put in motion the U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan, the accord also included a promise by the Taliban not harbor al-Qaida members or others seeking to attack America. 
The Haqqani network grew into one of the deadliest arms of the Taliban after the U.S.-led 2001 invasion of Afghanistan following the Sept. 11 attacks. The group employed roadside bombs, suicide bombings and other attacks, including on the Indian and U.S. embassies, the Afghan presidency and other major targets. They also have been linked to extortion, kidnapping and other criminal activity. 
Haqqani himself specifically acknowledged planning a January 2008 attack against the Serena Hotel in Kabul, which killed six people, including U.S. citizen Thor David Hesla. 

    


U.S. State Department spokesman Matthew Miller declined to discuss the specifics of the visit, other than to say that United Nations members must seek permission to allow sanctioned individuals to travel to their countries. 
A later State Department response to questions from The Associated Press added that the UAE "is an important partner in support of the Afghan people, including for the rights of Afghan women and girls, and for Afghans who fled their country seeking resettlement."
"We understand the complex relationship countries have with the Taliban, particularly those in the region," the statement said. "We remain in active communication with all of our partners on how to constructively engage the Taliban."
The U.S. long has been a security guarantor for the UAE, a federation of seven hereditarily ruled sheikhdoms also home to Dubai, and has thousands of troops working out Al Dhafra Air Base and other locations in the country. 
Since the Taliban takeover, China is the most prominent country to accept a diplomat from the group. Other countries have accepted de facto Taliban representatives, like Qatar, which has been a key mediator between the U.S. and the group. American envoys have met multiple times with the Taliban as well.

    


The UAE, which hosted a Taliban diplomatic mission during the Taliban's first rule in Afghanistan, has been trying to solidify ties to the group even as it sent troops to back the Western coalition that fought for decades in the country. The low-cost UAE-based carriers Air Arabia and FlyDubai have begun flying into Kabul International Airport again, while an Emirati company won a security contract for airfields in Afghanistan.
Meanwhile, the international community led by the United Nations has tried to provide aid to Afghanistan, as millions struggle to have enough to eat, natural disasters kill those in rural areas and the country's economy has drastically contracted. 

    


Concerns about human rights under the Taliban's rule persist as well. 
U.N. human rights spokesman Jeremy Laurence on Wednesday criticized a reported mass flogging of 63 men and women at a sporting facility in the city of Sar-e-pul over alleged offenses including "running away from home" and "moral crimes." Afghan media quoted a local government official and witnesses confirming the floggings took place Tuesday. 
"The punishment was reportedly carried out in front of members of the de facto authorities and hundreds of local residents," Laurence said. "We again urge the de facto authorities to immediately cease all forms of corporal punishment."
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    [image: FILE - Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., speaks with members of the media, Wednesday, Feb. 28, 2024, at the Capitol in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)]
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[image: FILE - Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump reacts at a campaign rally in Freeland, Mich., May 1, 2024. Trump remains stuck in the courtroom listening to salacious details of an affair he denies. But another spectacle is playing out as his vice presidential tryouts get underway. The dynamic was on full display over the weekend at a fundraiser at his Mar--a-Lago club that doubled as a VP audition. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Former President Donald Trump 's campaign has begun requesting information from his potential vice presidential candidates, sending vetting paperwork to a list of top contenders in recent weeks, according to two people familiar with the effort.
Among those who have received requests are North Dakota Gov. Doug Burgum, Florida Sen. Marco Rubio, Ohio Sen. J.D. Vance and South Carolina Sen. Tim Scott, according to one of the people, who spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss the outreach.
Florida Rep. Byron Donalds, New York Rep. Elise Stefanik and Trump's 2016 rival-turned cabinet member Ben Carson were also said to be on the list.

    


Various levels of paperwork have been exchanged with each, the second person said. 
Representatives for the candidates did not immediately respond to requests for comment Wednesday. 
Aides have cautioned that Trump's list is fluid and evolving and that the decision will be up to him.

    


"Anyone claiming to know who or when President Trump will choose his VP is lying, unless the person is named Donald J. Trump," Trump campaign spokesperson Brian Hughes said in a statement.

    






The news comes a week after Trump was found guilty by a jury in Manhattan of 34 counts of falsifying business records in his criminal hush money trial. He's set to be sentenced next month.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    


Trump has said he is in no hurry to announce his running mate, and could wait until the Republican National Convention in July to unveil the person who will serve with him on the GOP ticket.
In an appearance on Newsmax Tuesday night, Trump listed Scott, Burgum, Rubio, Vance and Carson as among those in contention.
The news that vetting materials had been sent to top contenders was first reported by NBC and the list by ABC.
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    [image: FILE - Illinois Gov. J.B. Pritzker addresses the crowd on June 28, 2023, at the Old Post Office in Chicago. A judge on Wednesday, June 5, 2024, rejected a law Illinois Democrats adopted last month that prohibits political parties from drafting candidates when no one was on the party primary ballot. Pritzker has called the law an ethics reform measure. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)]
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                                        SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (AP) -- A judge on Wednesday rejected a law Illinois Democrats adopted last month that prohibits political parties from drafting candidates when no one was on the party primary ballot. 
Sangamon County Circuit Judge Gail Noll ruled the law, drawn to protect vulnerable Democrats in November's general election, is unconstitutional. It improperly interferes with a person's right to see access to the ballot and that, Noll wrote, "places a severe restriction on the fundamental right to vote."
"Plaintiffs have a clearly ascertainable right to be free from unconstitutional restriction on their right to vote which under the circumstances of this case includes their right to ballot access," Noll's opinion said.
Previously, someone who wasn't on the primary ballot -- this year, March 19 -- could still run in November after getting the nod from party leaders and collecting the requisite number of valid petition signatures by the June 3 deadline set by the Illinois State Board of Elections.

    


Several of those Republican candidates filed the lawsuit. The elections board has continued to accept nominating petitions. 




Democrats who approved the change in early May said a candidate for public office should face the voters, not be hand-picked after finding out post-primary what the competition will be. Democratic Gov. J.B. Pritzker called it an ethics law. 
But Republicans blasted the idea, particularly because it was done in the middle of an election cycle. Senate Minority Leader John Curran, a Republican from the Chicago suburb of Downers Grove, called on Pritzker to suspend legal action in the matter and allow Republicans to proceed under the former law.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Gov. Pritzker's deceitful framing of this legislation as ethics reform defied logic at the time and sought to cover up his willingness to assault the constitutional rights of Illinoisans in the Democrats' quest for power at all costs," Curran said in a statement. 

    


In the ruling, Noll noted that Attorney General Kwame Raoul, defending the General Assembly and Pritzker, said the government interest is to "prevent political insiders from having control over which candidates are slated," allowing voters to make those choices. 
The judge found that there are less restrictive ways to achieve that goal, a requirement of preceding case law. 
An emailed message seeking comment was left with Raoul's spokesperson.
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[image: FILE - The office of Feeding Our Future is seen, Jan. 27, 2022, in St. Anthony, Minn., a week after an FBI raid. A juror was dismissed Monday, June 3, 2024, after reporting that a woman dropped a bag of $120,000 in cash at her home and offered her more money if she would vote to acquit seven people charged with stealing more than $40 million from a program meant to feed children during the pandemic. Two of the groups involved, Feeding Our Future and Partners in Nutrition, were small nonprofits before the pandemic, but in 2021 they disbursed around $200 million each. (Shari L. Gross/Star Tribune via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - The office of Feeding Our Future is seen, Jan. 27, 2022, in St. Anthony, Minn., a week after an FBI raid. A juror was dismissed Monday, June 3, 2024, after reporting that a woman dropped a bag of $120,000 in cash at her home and offered her more money if she would vote to acquit seven people charged with stealing more than $40 million from a program meant to feed children during the pandemic. Two of the groups involved, Feeding Our Future and Partners in Nutrition, were small nonprofits before the pandemic, but in 2021 they disbursed around $200 million each. (Shari L. Gross/Star Tribune via AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 8 | FILE - The office of Feeding Our Future is seen, Jan. 27, 2022, in St. Anthony, Minn., a week after an FBI raid. A juror was dismissed Monday, June 3, 2024, after reporting that a woman dropped a bag of $120,000 in cash at her home and offered her more money if she would vote to acquit seven people charged with stealing more than $40 million from a program meant to feed children during the pandemic. Two of the groups involved, Feeding Our Future and Partners in Nutrition, were small nonprofits before the pandemic, but in 2021 they disbursed around $200 million each. (Shari L. Gross/Star Tribune via AP, File)
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FILE - The office of Feeding Our Future is seen, Jan. 27, 2022, in St. Anthony, Minn., a week after an FBI raid. A juror was dismissed Monday, June 3, 2024, after reporting that a woman dropped a bag of $120,000 in cash at her home and offered her more money if she would vote to acquit seven people charged with stealing more than $40 million from a program meant to feed children during the pandemic. Two of the groups involved, Feeding Our Future and Partners in Nutrition, were small nonprofits before the pandemic, but in 2021 they disbursed around $200 million each. (Shari L. Gross/Star Tribune via AP, File)
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                                        MINNEAPOLIS (AP) -- A jury ended a second day of deliberations Wednesday without reaching a verdict in the trial of seven Minnesotans accused in a scheme to steal more than $40 million from a program meant to feed children during the coronavirus pandemic, while FBI agents try to establish who left a bag with $120,000 in cash for a juror.
Federal authorities confiscated the defendants' cellphones to search for clues and took all seven into custody on Monday before deliberations began. The trial judge also sequestered the jury after dismissing the juror who turned over the gift bag, along with another juror who reported hearing about the bribe attempt.
FBI agents searched the home of one of the defendants Wednesday, according to a neighbor who witnessed the search and spoke to The Associated Press on condition of anonymity because of safety concerns. News of the FBI raid was first reported by KARE-TV. The home searched is identified in court records as the home of Abdiaziz Shafii Farah, who prosecutors have described as a ringleader of the seven.

    


The neighbor described seeing several FBI agents armed with assault weapons standing outside the home. The agents used a megaphone to instruct the home's residents, who came outside and stood in the driveway, the neighbor said. 




Minneapolis FBI spokesperson Diana Freedman said in emails to the AP that "The FBI was present in Savage, MN conducting court authorized law enforcement activity," but that "I cannot provide or confirm any additional information."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Farah's attorney, Andrew Birrell, would not comment when reached by the AP.
According to an FBI agent's affidavit, a woman rang the doorbell at the home of "Juror #52" in the Minneapolis suburb of Spring Lake Park late Sunday, the night before the case went to the jury. The juror wasn't home, so the woman handed her relative a gift bag with a curly ribbon and images of flowers and butterflies, saying it was a "present" for the juror.

    


"The woman told the relative to tell Juror #52 to say not guilty tomorrow and there would be more of that present tomorrow," the agent wrote. "After the woman left, the relative looked in the gift bag and saw it contained a substantial amount of cash."
The juror called police right after she got home and gave them the bag, which held stacks of $100, $50 and $20 bills totaling around $120,000. 
U.S. District Judge Nancy Brasel and attorneys for both sides learned about the attempted bribe Monday morning, before the last closing arguments.
Freedman said the investigation is ongoing, and no further information is public. No arrests have been announced.
Anyone involved in the attempted bribe could face federal charges of bribery of a juror and influencing a juror, with a maximum potential penalty of 15 years in prison.
The seven defendants are the first of 70 to stand trial in what federal prosecutors have called one of the nation's largest COVID-19-related fraud cases, an extensive scheme to exploit rules that were kept lax so that the economy wouldn't crash during the pandemic. 

    


Prosecutors say the seven collectively stole more than $40 million from a program designed to feed children in Minnesota, and that the overall conspiracy diverted $250 million in federal funds. 
At its center was a nonprofit called Feeding Our Future. Prosecutors say just a fraction of the money went to feed low-income kids, with the rest spent on luxury cars, jewelry, travel and property. Federal authorities say they have recovered about $50 million.
Eighteen other defendants have pleaded guilty. Those awaiting trial include Aimee Bock, the founder of Feeding our Future. She has maintained her innocence, saying she never stole and saw no evidence of fraud among her subcontractors.
These seven defendants are: Abdiaziz Shafii Farah, Mohamed Jama Ismail, Abdimajid Mohamed Nur, Said Shafii Farah, Abdiwahab Maalim Aftin, Mukhtar Mohamed Shariff and Hayat Mohamed Nur. All were charged with wire fraud conspiracy and money laundering, and some faced additional charges in the 43-count indictment. Each had their own lawyers. 

    


The common thread in their defense is that investigators failed to dig deep enough to see they served real meals to real kids. 
The food aid came from the U.S. Department of Agriculture and was administered by the state, which funneled the meal money through nonprofit organizations and other partners. As rules were eased to speed support to the needy, the defendants allegedly produced invoices for meals never served, ran shell companies, laundered money, indulged in passport fraud and accepted kickbacks.
An Associated Press analysis published last June documented how thieves across the country plundered billions in federal COVID-19 relief dollars. Fraudsters potentially stole more than $280 billion, while another $123 billion was wasted or misspent. Combined, the loss represented 10% of the $4.3 trillion the government disbursed by last fall. Nearly 3,200 defendants have been charged and about $1.4 billion in stolen pandemic aid has been seized, according to the U.S. Justice Department.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/minnesota-food-fraud-bribe-bag-cash-juror-4a3986447efb45dfc7eff2070c2e296f
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    [image: Cecelia Ammon fills out her ballot on primary election day at the Central Mercado in Southeast Albuquerque, N.M., on Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (Chancey Bush/The Albuquerque Journal via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 17 | Cecelia Ammon fills out her ballot on primary election day at the Central Mercado in Southeast Albuquerque, N.M., on Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (Chancey Bush/The Albuquerque Journal via AP)
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[image: Political campaign supporters greet voters as they turn into a polling location in Santa Fe, N.M., Tuesday, June 4, 2024. New Mexico voters were picking their partisan favorites in the state's primary election to reshape a Democratic-led Legislature, with all 112 seats up for election in November. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee)]
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[image: A voter casts his ballot at a polling location in Bernalillo, N.M., on Tuesday, June 4, 2024. New Mexico voters are picking their partisan favorites in Tuesday's primary to reshape a Democratic-led Legislature, with all 112 seats up for election in November. (AP Photo/Susan Montoya Bryan)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 17 | A voter casts his ballot at a polling location in Bernalillo, N.M., on Tuesday, June 4, 2024. New Mexico voters are picking their partisan favorites in Tuesday's primary to reshape a Democratic-led Legislature, with all 112 seats up for election in November. (AP Photo/Susan Montoya Bryan)
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[image: FILE - Republican political contender Steve Jones, of Ruidoso, N.M., submits a petition to run for the Republican nomination in hope of challenging Democratic U.S. Rep. Melanie Stansbury, of Albuquerque, Feb. 6, 2024, in Santa Fe, N.M. Republicans Louie Sanchez and Jones are competing to take on incumbent Stansbury in Congressional District 1, an Albuquerque-based district that leans Democrat. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 17 | FILE - Republican political contender Steve Jones, of Ruidoso, N.M., submits a petition to run for the Republican nomination in hope of challenging Democratic U.S. Rep. Melanie Stansbury, of Albuquerque, Feb. 6, 2024, in Santa Fe, N.M. Republicans Louie Sanchez and Jones are competing to take on incumbent Stansbury in Congressional District 1, an Albuquerque-based district that leans Democrat. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee, File)
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[image: Poll workers help voters at an election center at the Holly Plaza Shopping Center in Albuquerque, N.M., on Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (Jon Austria/The Albuquerque Journal via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 17 | Poll workers help voters at an election center at the Holly Plaza Shopping Center in Albuquerque, N.M., on Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (Jon Austria/The Albuquerque Journal via AP)
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[image: FILE - Sen. Daniel Ivey-Soto, D-Albuquerque, discusses a bill during a Senate Public Affair Committee meeting at the State Capitol in Santa Fe, N.M., Tuesday, Feb. 2, 2016. New Mexico voters are picking their partisan favorites in the state's primary, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, to reshape a Democratic-led Legislature, with all 112 seats up for election in November. (Luis Sanchez Saturno/Santa Fe New Mexican via AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 17 | FILE - Sen. Daniel Ivey-Soto, D-Albuquerque, discusses a bill during a Senate Public Affair Committee meeting at the State Capitol in Santa Fe, N.M., Tuesday, Feb. 2, 2016. New Mexico voters are picking their partisan favorites in the state's primary, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, to reshape a Democratic-led Legislature, with all 112 seats up for election in November. (Luis Sanchez Saturno/Santa Fe New Mexican via AP, File)
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[image: Second Judicial District Attorney Sam Bregman, right, greets his applauding supporters during a celebratory watch party at Hotel Andaluz in Downtown Albuquerque, N.M., Tuesday, June 4, 2024. Bregman, an appointee of the governor, ran successfully for the Democratic nomination, defeating Damon Martinez, who served as U.S. Attorney for New Mexico under President Barack Obama. (Chancey Bush/The Albuquerque Journal via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 17 | Second Judicial District Attorney Sam Bregman, right, greets his applauding supporters during a celebratory watch party at Hotel Andaluz in Downtown Albuquerque, N.M., Tuesday, June 4, 2024. Bregman, an appointee of the governor, ran successfully for the Democratic nomination, defeating Damon Martinez, who served as U.S. Attorney for New Mexico under President Barack Obama. (Chancey Bush/The Albuquerque Journal via AP)
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[image: Janet Harman, with Vote Uncommitted New Mexico, holds a sign outside the Daskalos Center, urging Democrats to vote "uncommitted" in the June 4 primary election, in Northeast Albuquerque, N.M., on Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (Chancey Bush/The Albuquerque Journal via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 17 | Janet Harman, with Vote Uncommitted New Mexico, holds a sign outside the Daskalos Center, urging Democrats to vote "uncommitted" in the June 4 primary election, in Northeast Albuquerque, N.M., on Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (Chancey Bush/The Albuquerque Journal via AP)
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[image: FILE - New Mexico state Sen. Shannon Pinto, D-Tohatchi, a member of the Navajo Nation, listens during the opening day of a 30-day legislative session in the House of Representatives in Santa Fe, N.M., Tuesday, Jan. 18, 2022. New Mexico voters are picking their partisan favorites in the state's primary, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, to reshape a Democratic-led Legislature, with all 112 seats up for election in November. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee,File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 17 | FILE - New Mexico state Sen. Shannon Pinto, D-Tohatchi, a member of the Navajo Nation, listens during the opening day of a 30-day legislative session in the House of Representatives in Santa Fe, N.M., Tuesday, Jan. 18, 2022. New Mexico voters are picking their partisan favorites in the state's primary, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, to reshape a Democratic-led Legislature, with all 112 seats up for election in November. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee,File)
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[image: Political campaign supporters greet voters as they turn into a polling location in Santa Fe, N.M., Tuesday, June 4, 2024. New Mexico voters were picking their partisan favorites in the state's primary election to reshape a Democratic-led Legislature, with all 112 seats up for election in November. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 17 | Political campaign supporters greet voters as they turn into a polling location in Santa Fe, N.M., Tuesday, June 4, 2024. New Mexico voters were picking their partisan favorites in the state's primary election to reshape a Democratic-led Legislature, with all 112 seats up for election in November. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee)
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[image: Voters check in with poll workers at a voting location in Bernalillo, N.M., on Tuesday, June 4, 2024. New Mexico voters are picking their partisan favorites in Tuesday's primary to reshape a Democratic-led Legislature, with all 112 seats up for election in November. (AP Photo/Susan Montoya Bryan)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 17 | Voters check in with poll workers at a voting location in Bernalillo, N.M., on Tuesday, June 4, 2024. New Mexico voters are picking their partisan favorites in Tuesday's primary to reshape a Democratic-led Legislature, with all 112 seats up for election in November. (AP Photo/Susan Montoya Bryan)
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[image: Jeff Van Der Mey displays his voting sticker after he and his wife Pat Van Der Mey cast their ballots in Bernalillo, N.M., on Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Montoya Bryan)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 17 | Jeff Van Der Mey displays his voting sticker after he and his wife Pat Van Der Mey cast their ballots in Bernalillo, N.M., on Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Montoya Bryan)
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[image: Brenda Wilvert, of Sandia Park, casts her ballot at Tijeras City Hall in Tijeras, N.M., on Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (Jon Austria/The Albuquerque Journal via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 17 | Brenda Wilvert, of Sandia Park, casts her ballot at Tijeras City Hall in Tijeras, N.M., on Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (Jon Austria/The Albuquerque Journal via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A voter submits his ballot in Bernalillo, N.M., on Tuesday, June 4, 2024. New Mexico voters are picking their partisan favorites in Tuesday's primary to reshape a Democratic-led Legislature, with all 112 seats up for election in November. (AP Photo/Susan Montoya Bryan)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 17 | A voter submits his ballot in Bernalillo, N.M., on Tuesday, June 4, 2024. New Mexico voters are picking their partisan favorites in Tuesday's primary to reshape a Democratic-led Legislature, with all 112 seats up for election in November. (AP Photo/Susan Montoya Bryan)
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[image: FILE - New Mexico state Rep. Larry Scott, R-Hobbs, attends a legislative committee hearing, Thursday, Jan. 25, 2024, in Santa Fe, N.M. New Mexico voters are picking their partisan favorites in the state's primary, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, to reshape a Democratic-led Legislature, with all 112 seats up for election in November. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 17 | FILE - New Mexico state Rep. Larry Scott, R-Hobbs, attends a legislative committee hearing, Thursday, Jan. 25, 2024, in Santa Fe, N.M. New Mexico voters are picking their partisan favorites in the state's primary, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, to reshape a Democratic-led Legislature, with all 112 seats up for election in November. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee, File)
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[image: FILE - Audrey Trujillo, right, candidate for New Mexico Secretary of State, attends a conference on conspiracy theories about voting machines and discredited claims about the 2020 presidential election, at a hotel in West Palm Beach, Fla., Saturday, Sept. 10, 2022. New Mexico voters are picking their partisan favorites in the state's primary, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, to reshape a Democratic-led Legislature, with all 112 seats up for election in November. (AP Photo/Jim Rassol, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 17 | FILE - Audrey Trujillo, right, candidate for New Mexico Secretary of State, attends a conference on conspiracy theories about voting machines and discredited claims about the 2020 presidential election, at a hotel in West Palm Beach, Fla., Saturday, Sept. 10, 2022. New Mexico voters are picking their partisan favorites in the state's primary, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, to reshape a Democratic-led Legislature, with all 112 seats up for election in November. (AP Photo/Jim Rassol, File)
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[image: Forest Williams fills out his ballot at an election center in Albuquerque, N.M., on Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (Jon Austria/The Albuquerque Journal via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 17 | Forest Williams fills out his ballot at an election center in Albuquerque, N.M., on Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (Jon Austria/The Albuquerque Journal via AP)
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    [image: Cecelia Ammon fills out her ballot on primary election day at the Central Mercado in Southeast Albuquerque, N.M., on Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (Chancey Bush/The Albuquerque Journal via AP)]
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Cecelia Ammon fills out her ballot on primary election day at the Central Mercado in Southeast Albuquerque, N.M., on Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (Chancey Bush/The Albuquerque Journal via AP)
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[image: Political campaign supporters greet voters as they turn into a polling location in Santa Fe, N.M., Tuesday, June 4, 2024. New Mexico voters were picking their partisan favorites in the state's primary election to reshape a Democratic-led Legislature, with all 112 seats up for election in November. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 17 | Political campaign supporters greet voters as they turn into a polling location in Santa Fe, N.M., Tuesday, June 4, 2024. New Mexico voters were picking their partisan favorites in the state's primary election to reshape a Democratic-led Legislature, with all 112 seats up for election in November. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee)
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[image: A voter casts his ballot at a polling location in Bernalillo, N.M., on Tuesday, June 4, 2024. New Mexico voters are picking their partisan favorites in Tuesday's primary to reshape a Democratic-led Legislature, with all 112 seats up for election in November. (AP Photo/Susan Montoya Bryan)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 17 | A voter casts his ballot at a polling location in Bernalillo, N.M., on Tuesday, June 4, 2024. New Mexico voters are picking their partisan favorites in Tuesday's primary to reshape a Democratic-led Legislature, with all 112 seats up for election in November. (AP Photo/Susan Montoya Bryan)
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A voter casts his ballot at a polling location in Bernalillo, N.M., on Tuesday, June 4, 2024. New Mexico voters are picking their partisan favorites in Tuesday's primary to reshape a Democratic-led Legislature, with all 112 seats up for election in November. (AP Photo/Susan Montoya Bryan)
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[image: FILE - Republican political contender Steve Jones, of Ruidoso, N.M., submits a petition to run for the Republican nomination in hope of challenging Democratic U.S. Rep. Melanie Stansbury, of Albuquerque, Feb. 6, 2024, in Santa Fe, N.M. Republicans Louie Sanchez and Jones are competing to take on incumbent Stansbury in Congressional District 1, an Albuquerque-based district that leans Democrat. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 17 | FILE - Republican political contender Steve Jones, of Ruidoso, N.M., submits a petition to run for the Republican nomination in hope of challenging Democratic U.S. Rep. Melanie Stansbury, of Albuquerque, Feb. 6, 2024, in Santa Fe, N.M. Republicans Louie Sanchez and Jones are competing to take on incumbent Stansbury in Congressional District 1, an Albuquerque-based district that leans Democrat. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee, File)
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FILE - Republican political contender Steve Jones, of Ruidoso, N.M., submits a petition to run for the Republican nomination in hope of challenging Democratic U.S. Rep. Melanie Stansbury, of Albuquerque, Feb. 6, 2024, in Santa Fe, N.M. Republicans Louie Sanchez and Jones are competing to take on incumbent Stansbury in Congressional District 1, an Albuquerque-based district that leans Democrat. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee, File)
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[image: Poll workers help voters at an election center at the Holly Plaza Shopping Center in Albuquerque, N.M., on Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (Jon Austria/The Albuquerque Journal via AP)]
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[image: FILE - Sen. Daniel Ivey-Soto, D-Albuquerque, discusses a bill during a Senate Public Affair Committee meeting at the State Capitol in Santa Fe, N.M., Tuesday, Feb. 2, 2016. New Mexico voters are picking their partisan favorites in the state's primary, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, to reshape a Democratic-led Legislature, with all 112 seats up for election in November. (Luis Sanchez Saturno/Santa Fe New Mexican via AP, File)]
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[image: Second Judicial District Attorney Sam Bregman, right, greets his applauding supporters during a celebratory watch party at Hotel Andaluz in Downtown Albuquerque, N.M., Tuesday, June 4, 2024. Bregman, an appointee of the governor, ran successfully for the Democratic nomination, defeating Damon Martinez, who served as U.S. Attorney for New Mexico under President Barack Obama. (Chancey Bush/The Albuquerque Journal via AP)]
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[image: Janet Harman, with Vote Uncommitted New Mexico, holds a sign outside the Daskalos Center, urging Democrats to vote "uncommitted" in the June 4 primary election, in Northeast Albuquerque, N.M., on Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (Chancey Bush/The Albuquerque Journal via AP)]
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[image: FILE - New Mexico state Sen. Shannon Pinto, D-Tohatchi, a member of the Navajo Nation, listens during the opening day of a 30-day legislative session in the House of Representatives in Santa Fe, N.M., Tuesday, Jan. 18, 2022. New Mexico voters are picking their partisan favorites in the state's primary, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, to reshape a Democratic-led Legislature, with all 112 seats up for election in November. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee,File)]
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[image: Political campaign supporters greet voters as they turn into a polling location in Santa Fe, N.M., Tuesday, June 4, 2024. New Mexico voters were picking their partisan favorites in the state's primary election to reshape a Democratic-led Legislature, with all 112 seats up for election in November. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee)]
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[image: Voters check in with poll workers at a voting location in Bernalillo, N.M., on Tuesday, June 4, 2024. New Mexico voters are picking their partisan favorites in Tuesday's primary to reshape a Democratic-led Legislature, with all 112 seats up for election in November. (AP Photo/Susan Montoya Bryan)]
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[image: Jeff Van Der Mey displays his voting sticker after he and his wife Pat Van Der Mey cast their ballots in Bernalillo, N.M., on Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Montoya Bryan)]
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[image: Brenda Wilvert, of Sandia Park, casts her ballot at Tijeras City Hall in Tijeras, N.M., on Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (Jon Austria/The Albuquerque Journal via AP)]
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[image: A voter submits his ballot in Bernalillo, N.M., on Tuesday, June 4, 2024. New Mexico voters are picking their partisan favorites in Tuesday's primary to reshape a Democratic-led Legislature, with all 112 seats up for election in November. (AP Photo/Susan Montoya Bryan)]
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[image: FILE - New Mexico state Rep. Larry Scott, R-Hobbs, attends a legislative committee hearing, Thursday, Jan. 25, 2024, in Santa Fe, N.M. New Mexico voters are picking their partisan favorites in the state's primary, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, to reshape a Democratic-led Legislature, with all 112 seats up for election in November. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee, File)]
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FILE - New Mexico state Rep. Larry Scott, R-Hobbs, attends a legislative committee hearing, Thursday, Jan. 25, 2024, in Santa Fe, N.M. New Mexico voters are picking their partisan favorites in the state's primary, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, to reshape a Democratic-led Legislature, with all 112 seats up for election in November. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee, File)
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[image: FILE - Audrey Trujillo, right, candidate for New Mexico Secretary of State, attends a conference on conspiracy theories about voting machines and discredited claims about the 2020 presidential election, at a hotel in West Palm Beach, Fla., Saturday, Sept. 10, 2022. New Mexico voters are picking their partisan favorites in the state's primary, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, to reshape a Democratic-led Legislature, with all 112 seats up for election in November. (AP Photo/Jim Rassol, File)]
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[image: Forest Williams fills out his ballot at an election center in Albuquerque, N.M., on Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (Jon Austria/The Albuquerque Journal via AP)]
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                                        SANTA FE, N.M. (AP) -- New Mexico voters have ousted several incumbent lawmakers in the state's primary election, as ballots were tallied Wednesday.
Former school board member and educator Jon Hill of Las Cruces defeated state Rep. Willie Madrid of Chapparal in Tuesday's primary election. Hill campaigned in support of environmental and progressive initiatives -- including the need for paid family leave legislation after a bill failed this year on a 34-36 state House vote, with several Democrats including Madrid voting in opposition. The district borders Texas and traverses the Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks National Monument.
Uncertified election results also show Anita Gonzales of Las Vegas, New Mexico, capturing the Democratic nomination to a rural district that unites distant communities from Moriarty to Pecos. She defeated two-term state Rep. Ambrose Castellano of Serafina, an opponent of the paid family leave legislation. Nearly 70% of district residents identify themselves as Latino.

    



    


More than 20 incumbents had challengers in the primary, under a closed system that limits participation to voters who register with major parties, leaving out minor-party or unaffiliated voters, but not Libertarians.




In House District 69, incumbent Democratic Rep. Harry Garcia of Grants, a social conservative on abortion and proponent of gun rights, lost his bid for a fifth term. Attorney Michelle "Paulene" Abeyta of To'hajiilee on the Navajo Nation won the nomination for a district where two-thirds of registered voters identify as Native American. Abeyta has no Republican competition in the general election.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    



    


In Senate District 13, incumbent state Sen. Bill O'Neill of Albuquerque was defeated in the Democratic primary by Bernalillo County Commissioner Debbie O'Malley in a contest between seasoned politicians in a heavily redrawn district that includes downtown Albuquerque.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

O'Malley signaled concerns about crime and homelessness as top priorities, while corralling endorsements from labor unions representing teachers and public employees.

    


O'Neill, an advocate on juvenile justice issues, brought a literary flair to the Legislature, publishing a volume of poetry about prominent Statehouse personalities and a two-person stage play, "Save the Bees," about friendship between two lawmakers who are ideological opposites. The play inspired public readings and performances across New Mexico and beyond.

    


Tuesday's primary included the first state Senate election since redistricting in 2021 and held implications for Native American communities, the state's oil industry and the #MeToo movement.
Native American candidates made inroads toward greater representation in the Legislature with victories in two closely watched Democratic primaries. District attorneys withstood primary challengers in crime-weary Albuquerque, as well as in Santa Fe, where special prosecutors are preparing to bring Alec Baldwin to trial in July on an involuntary manslaughter charge.
And Two Republicans who have stoked Donald Trump's failed efforts to overturn the 2020 election won GOP nominations for state Senate, advancing to competitive general election contests.

    


Democratic voters in the Albuquerque district ousted state Sen. Daniel Ivey-Soto in the wake of allegations of sexual harassment and bullying behavior that he disputed.
He was beaten by progressive challenger Heather Berghmans, who will compete in November against GOP contender Craig Degenhardt. The district extends from the intersection of Interstates 25 and 40 toward the city's northeastern heights.
In House District 62, Republican contender Elaine Sena Cortez of Hobbs won a three-way primary to secure a seat in the heart of southeastern New Mexico's oil economy currently held by petroleum engineer Larry Scott, with no Democratic competition in the general election. Scott won the decisive Republican nomination for an overlapping state Senate district, defeating recently appointed state Sen. Steve McCutcheon of Carlsbad.
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    [image: In this photo released by Russian Foreign Ministry Press Service, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, left, and Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Burkina Faso Karamoko Jean-Marie Traore smile posing for a photo during their meeting in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. Moscow pledged more support to Burkina Faso in fighting extremist military groups, as the Russian foreign minister continues his whirlwind tour of West Africa in an attempt to fill in the vacuum left by the region's traditional Western partners. (Russian Foreign Ministry Press Service via AP)]
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                                        OUAGADOUGOU, Burkina Faso (AP) -- Russia's foreign minister on Wednesday pledged more support to Burkina Faso in fighting militant groups as he pressed his whirlwind tour of West Africa in an attempt to fill a vacuum left by the region's traditional Western partners.
Sergey Lavrov spoke at a news conference in the country's capital of Ouagadougou while on the third leg of his latest Africa trip, after Guinea and the Republic of Congo.
Russia is seeking to shore up support from the region amid Moscow's full-scale invasion of Ukraine. A number of African countries in recent years have expressed growing frustration with their traditional Western partners such as France and the United States.
"Russian instructors have been working here and their number will increase," Lavrov said, adding that Russia has been helping train Burkina Faso's military and law enforcement personnel. "We have supplied and will continue to supply military equipment to help strengthen Burkina Faso's defense capability and allow it to eliminate the remaining terrorist groups."

    


Lavrov said he appreciated the "objective and fair" position of Burkina Faso on the war in Ukraine. "For our part, we are ready to provide our support for the just cause of Africans who are trying to free themselves from neo-colonial influence." 




Burkina Faso, a landlocked nation of 20 million, has been ravaged in the past eight years by violence from extremist groups loosely affiliated with al-Qaida and the Islamic State group, and from the fighting between government forces and the militants. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The country also went through two coups in just 10 months, the second last year after which a military junta threw out French forces and turned to Russia for security support. However, the junta has struggled to contain the security and humanitarian crisis. 
Burkina Faso has topped the list of the world's biggest neglected crises for the second year in a row, according to the Norwegian Refugee Council. A record 6.3 million out of 20 million people will need humanitarian assistance in 2024, the aid organization said, with many on the brink of starvation. Two million people remain internally displaced, about 60% of them children. Many have been traumatized, but resources to help them are scarce.

    


Jan Egeland, the agency's secretary-general, told The Associated Press that Western governments have been withdrawing financial aid from Burkina Faso and other countries in the Sahel, a region encompassing states on the fringes of the Sahara Desert, contributing to the vicious circle of poverty, violence, and extremism. 
"The disengagement of the West is bringing them no influence in the region," Egeland said. "But I haven't seen Russia helping us in our humanitarian work or doing development programs, so the Russian approach is not going to bring relief that the people need." 
But, he added, "I see Russian flags in Burkina Faso. I don't see European flags."
Later Wednesday, Lavrov arrived in Chad, which has also made the list of the world's neglected crises.
___
Pronczuk reported from Dakar, Senegal. 
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Republicans block bill to protect contraception access as Democrats make election-year push

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Senate Republicans have blocked legislation designed to protect women's access to contraception, arguing that the bill was just a political stunt as Democrats mount an election-year effort to put GOP senators on the record on reproductive rights issues.
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    [image: FILE - Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., pauses before talking with reporters after a meeting with fellow Democrats, at the Capitol in Washington, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. Senate Democrats are holding a vote to move forward with legislation designed to protect women's access to contraception. The test vote on Wednesday comes as the Senate has abandoned hopes for doing serious bipartisan legislation before the election and as Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer and Democrats are trying to instead spotlight issues that they believe can help them win the presidency and keep the Senate in November. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Senate Republicans have blocked legislation designed to protect women's access to contraception, arguing that the bill was just a political stunt as Democrats mount an election-year effort to put GOP senators on the record on reproductive rights issues, 
The test vote won a 51-39 majority, but that was well short of the 60 votes to move ahead on the legislation.
It came as the Senate has abandoned hopes of doing serious bipartisan legislation before the election. Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer and his Democrats are trying to instead spotlight issues they believe can help them win the presidency and keep the Senate in November. A similar vote on ensuring nationwide access to in vitro fertilization is expected next week. 
That bill is expected to similarly stall in the Senate, where Democrats need 60 votes to move forward on legislation. Schumer said Tuesday that Democrats will "put reproductive freedoms front and center before this chamber, so that the American people can see for themselves who will stand up to defend their fundamental liberties."

    


The effort comes as Democrats worry that reproductive rights will be further threatened after the Supreme Court overturned the nationwide right to an abortion two years ago and as they continue to see that access as one of their most potent election-year issues. President Joe Biden's campaign has embraced reproductive rights as a key to winning undecided voters, especially women.




"Contraception is health care, essential health care, that millions of people rely on," said Hawaii Sen. Mazie Hirono, a Democrat. She said the court's decision overturning Roe v. Wade "foretold more chaos to come."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

President Joe Biden called the Republican opposition to the bill "unacceptable." 
"We will continue to urge Congress to restore the protections of Roe v. Wade in federal law and safeguard the right to contraception once and for all," Biden said. 

    


Minority Republicans have scoffed at the votes, saying the political messaging votes were unserious distractions from legislation they would like to vote on. "I expect we will see a lot more show votes this summer," said South Dakota Sen. John Thune, the No. 2 Senate Republican, on Tuesday.
Maine Sen. Susan Collins, one of two Republicans to vote with Democrats to move forward on the bill, said Monday that she would want the legislation to be amended to include more religious liberty protections. "It is clearly a messaging attempt and not a serious attempt in itself," she said. 
Alaska Sen. Lisa Murkowski, who along with Collins supports abortion rights, also voted to move forward on the legislation. 
Many Republicans who voted against consideration of the bill said they support access to contraception but believe the legislation is unnecessary. 
"The Democrats are using their power to push an alarmist and false narrative that there is a problem accessing contraception," said Louisiana Sen. Bill Cassidy, the top Republican on the Senate Health, Labor, Education and Pensions Committee. 

    


Democrats have moved to protect various rights in the wake of the Roe decision, particularly after Justice Clarence Thomas issued a concurring opinion that suggested the court also reconsider previous opinions that prohibited bans on contraceptives, sodomy and same-sex marriage.
But the Senate push on reproductive access this year differs from bipartisan legislation passed in 2022 that would protect same-sex marriage. A vote on that bill was delayed until after that year's midterm elections to try and avoid political complications, and 12 Republicans eventually supported it, sending it to Biden's desk. 
Since Republicans took the House majority last year, though, Congress has moved on few legislative items that were not immediately urgent or that did not face deadlines for expiration. Schumer has said repeatedly that he would like to move on bills to improve rail safety, lower the cost of prescription drugs and improve online safety for children, among other bipartisan legislation. But most of those bills have stalled in the divided Congress as some Republicans and Democrats have been less willing to work together in an election year.

    


Instead, Schumer has focused the Senate on judicial nominations and political messaging bills, including a repeat vote last month on a border security bill that Republicans had already rejected in February after months of bipartisan negotiations. Democrats who have faced intense criticism over the border issue have hoped that they can blunt that issue somewhat by highlighting that legislation. But Republicans have said it did not go far enough.
Democrats seized on the contraception issue after former President Donald Trump, the presumptive GOP nominee, said in an interview last month that he was open to supporting restrictions on birth control. He quickly reversed course and said that he "has never and never will" advocate to restrict that access.

    


Contraception has been increasingly entangled in the abortion debate in some conservative states, however. In Missouri, a women's health care bill was stalled for months over concerns about expanding insurance coverage for birth control after some lawmakers falsely conflated birth control with medication abortion. In Arizona, Republicans unanimously blocked a Democratic effort to protect the right to contraception access. Tennessee Republicans blocked a bill that would have clarified that the state's abortion ban would not affect contraceptive care or fertility treatments.
And in Virginia, Republican Gov. Glenn Youngkin vetoed bills from the Democratic-controlled Legislature that would have protected the right to contraception earlier this year. He said he supports the right to birth control but that "we cannot trample on the religious freedoms of Virginians."
The Senate bill would make it federal law that an individual has the right to obtain contraceptives and to "engage in contraception," and that health providers can provide them. 
In the GOP-led House, Democratic Rep. Kathy Manning of North Carolina is leading a longshot effort to get enough signatures to discharge a similar version of the Senate's contraception bill from committee and put it on the floor -- a tactic used when leadership won't bring up legislation for a vote. 
Schumer said that the legislation designed to protect IVF access will come up in the Senate next week. 
That bill comes after Alabama's Supreme Court ruled frozen embryos can be considered children under state law earlier this year, causing several clinics to suspend IVF treatments. The state later enacted a law providing legal protections for IVF clinics, but Democrats have argued that Congress should act to guarantee nationwide access to reproductive care to try and prevent courts from making those decisions.
"Democrats will act to safeguard and strengthen IVF access for all Americans, so that everyone has a chance to start a family," Schumer said. 
___
Associated Press writer Stephen Groves contributed to this report. 
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The U.S. has been tracking Russian warships and aircraft that are expected to arrive in the Caribbean for a military exercise in the coming weeks, in a Russian show of force as tensions rise over Western military support for Ukraine, U.S. officials said Wednesday.
The ships also are expected possibly to make port calls in Venezuela and Cuba, as Russia establishes a Western Hemisphere military presence that the senior Biden administration officials said was notable but not concerning. The exercise, which will be monitored by the U.S. military, will involve a "handful" of Russian ships and support vessels, the two officials said. 
It's not the first time Russia has sent its ships to the Caribbean. This exercise, however, is taking place as Russian President Vladimir Putin has suggested that Moscow could take "asymmetrical steps" elsewhere in the world in response to President Joe Biden's decision to allow Ukraine to use U.S.-provided weapons to strike inside Russia to protect Kharkiv, Ukraine's second-largest city. 

    


The officials, who spoke to reporters on the condition of anonymity to provide details that had not been announced publicly, said the exercise is "certainly" part of a broader Russian response to the U.S. support for Ukraine, but it also is an effort by Putin to show his navy is still capable of global power projection after losing several ships to Ukrainian strikes.




Ukrainian military officials said in March that Russia had lost one-third of its Black Sea fleet to Ukrainian strikes during the past two years of war.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Russia did not notify the U.S. of the pending exercise, but the ships' movements have been tracked by the U.S. Navy, the officials said. 
Despite Russia not notifying the U.S. -- which countries often do to avoid miscalculation -- the officials said militaries all over the globe have the right to conduct exercises in international waters and do so regularly. For example, on Friday about 20 NATO countries including the U.S. will begin BALTOPS 24, a major naval and air exercise in the Baltic region near Russia. 
The officials said they expect the Russian ships will remain in the region through the summer and will likely conduct similar, follow-up exercises in the Caribbean after this one concludes. 
The officials said Congress was notified of the upcoming Russian exercises on Wednesday. 
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- The organizing committee for the 2028 Los Angeles Olympics has hired retired Army Lt. Gen. Reynold Hoover as its CEO.
In a news release announcing the move on Wednesday, the committee said, "Hoover's appointment underscored LA28's heightened focus on operations and delivery."
"Reynold is one of the few people in the nation who possesses the operational and logistics expertise that the Olympic and Paralympic Games require," LA28 President Casey Wasserman said.
Hoover is a retired U.S. Army and National Guard veteran who earned the rank of three-star lieutenant general. He served as deputy commander of the U.S. Northern Command out of Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado from 2016-18. He had roles in U.S. operations in Afghanistan and Iraq. Before that, he worked at the Federal Emergency Management Agency and the CIA.

    


Hoover said helping deliver the Olympics to Los Angeles "will serve as the capstone of my career in public service."
He is scheduled to start the job Monday and will take the place of Kathy Carter, who stepped down at the end of last year.
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- It can sometimes be difficult for child actors to shed public conceptions of them as a kid, hindering them from being taken seriously in Hollywood as adults.
But at 30, Dakota Fanning is feeling better than ever about her creative voice and agency.
"At this point in my life, I feel very settled in like who I am and what I want and what I don't want and what I like and what I don't like," she said while promoting her latest film, "The Watchers," which hits theaters Friday.
That's not to say Fanning didn't receive critical acclaim almost as soon as her career began. She is, after all, the youngest person to receive a Screen Actors Guild Award nomination -- she was 7 at the time -- in the show's nearly 30-year history for her performance in "I Am Sam."
But in the more than two decades since that 2001 breakout role, Fanning has learned a lot about the nature of the business and how to achieve both success and satisfaction in it, something that inspired her to start a production company with her sister and fellow actor, Elle Fanning.

    


"Being an actor for so long, you are reliant on other people to want you to be in their movie, to pick you, to believe in you," she said of their decision to launch Lewellen Pictures. "Eventually you're like, 'Well, I just kind of want to make that happen for myself.'"


Fanning has made a lot happen for herself, including earning a degree from New York University despite working consistently since the age of 5. While in school, she studied the portrayal of women in film -- something she says she has always been interested in, especially when it comes to female characters who aren't necessarily "likable."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"People are people and make mistakes and don't always do the right thing. And I think sometimes people can be afraid to portray female characters in their totality with the messy parts too," she said. "I'm always interested in exploring that and not being afraid to play a character that's not -- I mean, I don't even know what likable means. Who's likable?"

    


The realness of Fanning's character in "The Watchers" is part of what drew her to the role, something she and director Ishana Night Shyamalan bonded over. Based on A. M. Shine's novel of the same name, the film is a kind of psychological horror fantasy which tells the story of Mina (Fanning), a free-thinking young artist who gets trapped with a group of strangers in an Irish forest full of mysterious creatures.
"There was a relatability to the character that I was playing that we both could really understand," Fanning said. "Being a woman in your 20s and figuring things out."
As the daughter of M. Night Shyamalan -- who produced the film -- it's no surprise that both directing and horror are in Ishana Night Shyamalan's blood. But although she grew up immersed in the world of filmmaking, visiting her dad's sets, it took years before it occurred to her that directing could be in her own future.
"My experience is that the kind of filmmaker role is very much suited to a male kind of psyche. It's sort of about being confident and loud and controlling a space. And so that was very difficult for me to understand how I could fit into that," Shyamalan recalled.

    


But in recent years, she's observed a changing ethos permeating filmmaking -- one she is encouraged by -- that helped her realize she could do it.
"It's my feeling that there's like a wave of just a different, kind of like phase two of filmmaking, where I think it can be accessible to a lot more types of people. And that's very necessary," she said. "The types of stories that we tell and the ethics of the process I think in some ways need to be redefined or reinvented for this era."
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Broadway has had great success with "Hello, Dolly." Now get ready for "Hello, I'm Dolly."
Dolly Parton is writing new songs to go along with some of her past hits and co-writing a stage story inspired by her life for a stage musical that she hopes to land on Broadway in 2026.
"I've written many original songs for the show and included all your favorites in it as well. You'll laugh, you'll cry, you'll clap, you'll stomp, it truly is a Grand Ol' Opera. Pun and fun intended," she said in a statement.
Parton will team up with Maria S. Schlatte on the story. Schlatte won an Emmy for producing Netflix's "Christmas on the Square," which starred Christine Baranski.
"Hello, I'm Dolly" is the name of Parton's debut album released in 1967, which had the songs ''Dumb Blonde'' and "Something Fishy.''
Parton went on to become a national treasure, starring in movies, writing books, earning Grammys, becoming the first country artist to be named MusiCares Person of the Year and donating $1 million for coronavirus research.

    


With 52 Grammy nominations and 11 wins, she is the second-most nominated woman in Grammy history, only behind Beyonce, who has 79 nods and 24 wins. The country icon earned the Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award a decade ago.


Parton will have plenty of past hits to choose from, including her three Top 10 hits on the Billboard Hot 100 -- "9 to 5," "Here You Come Again" and "Islands in the Stream." She also has 25 No. 1 Hot Country songs like "Yellow Roses," "Think About Love," "Tennessee Homesick Blues" and "Jolene."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

This won't be the first time Parton's music will be heard on Broadway. A stage version of "9 to 5" landed in 2009 starring Stephanie J. Block, Megan Hilty and Allison Janney, and the 1993 Christmas special "Candles, Snow & Mistletoe" contained her song "With Bells On."
Parton's show will be the latest musician bio on Broadway using their songs, joining such recent artists as Neil Diamond, Alicia Keys, Michael Jackson, Carole King and Gloria and Emilio Estefan.

    


She will join such pop and rock luminaries as Elton John, Cyndi Lauper, The Go-Gos, Sting,Alanis Morissette, Dave Stewart, Edie Brickell, Trey Anastasio, David Byrne and Fatboy Slim and Bono and The Edge with Broadway scores.
"Hello, I'm Dolly" will be produced by Parton, Adam Speers for ATG Productions and Danny Nozell for CTK Enterprises.
___
Mark Kennedy is at http://twitter.com/KennedyTwits
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[image: FILE - Songwriters Kenny Gamble, right, and Leon Huff pose for a photo during a street naming ceremony, in Philadelphia, on Nov. 17, 2010. Black Music Month was originally founded in 1971 by Philadelphia soul pioneer Kenny Gamble. (AP Photo/Joseph Kaczmarek, File)]
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[image: FILE - Brittney Spencer performs during CMA Fest 2022 in Nashville, Tenn., on June 8, 2022. Spencer will perform at a Juneteenth concert celebrating Black History Month. (Photo by Amy Harris/Invision/AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Trombone Shorty performs at the 8th annual Love Rocks NYC concert in New York on March 7, 2024. Trombone Shorty will perform at a Juneteenth concert celebrating Black History Month. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 5 | FILE - Trombone Shorty performs at the 8th annual Love Rocks NYC concert in New York on March 7, 2024. Trombone Shorty will perform at a Juneteenth concert celebrating Black History Month. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        Black Music Month has evolved since the 1970s. Here's what you need to know

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This combination of photos shows, from left, Gladys Knight, Patti LaBelle and Charlie Wilson, who will perform at a Juneteenth concert celebrating Black History Month. (AP Photo)]
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            4 of 5 | FILE - Brittney Spencer performs during CMA Fest 2022 in Nashville, Tenn., on June 8, 2022. Spencer will perform at a Juneteenth concert celebrating Black History Month. (Photo by Amy Harris/Invision/AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 5
FILE - Brittney Spencer performs during CMA Fest 2022 in Nashville, Tenn., on June 8, 2022. Spencer will perform at a Juneteenth concert celebrating Black History Month. (Photo by Amy Harris/Invision/AP, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Trombone Shorty performs at the 8th annual Love Rocks NYC concert in New York on March 7, 2024. Trombone Shorty will perform at a Juneteenth concert celebrating Black History Month. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 5 | FILE - Trombone Shorty performs at the 8th annual Love Rocks NYC concert in New York on March 7, 2024. Trombone Shorty will perform at a Juneteenth concert celebrating Black History Month. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 5
FILE - Trombone Shorty performs at the 8th annual Love Rocks NYC concert in New York on March 7, 2024. Trombone Shorty will perform at a Juneteenth concert celebrating Black History Month. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    




            By 
            MARIA SHERMAN

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Every June since the 1970s, across the United States, musicians, fans and industry professionals celebrate Black Music Month. It's an opportunity to highlight the contributions of Black artists and position Black art at the center of American culture across popular music and beyond. 
Black Music Month 's origins trace back to 1979. In that year, a decade after the Civil Rights era, President Jimmy Carter designated June a time to celebrate the cultural and historical significance of Black musicianship and held the first ever Black Music Month celebration on the White House lawn. That makes 2024 its 45th annual commemoration.
But what inspired Black Music Month in the first place, and how has it evolved?
WHAT IS THE HISTORY OF BLACK MUSIC MONTH?
Black Music Month was originally founded in 1979, but not by President Carter. Credit goes to Philadelphia soul pioneer Kenny Gamble of Gamble and Huff and a couple of other associates, said Naima Cochrane of the Black Music Action Coalition, an advocacy organization founded in June 2020 following a music industry blackout in response to the murder of George Floyd. 

    


"Black Music Month was founded out of an organization called the Black Music Association," she says.


Gamble based his organization, founded in 1978, on the Country Music Association because he saw how much power and influence they held in the country music business, Cochrane explains. He aimed to do the same with Black stakeholders in the music industry. Those included promoters, retailers, bookers, venue owners, executives, artists and household names like Rev. Jesse Jackson and Motown Records founder Berry Gordy. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Black Music Month, coincidentally, was brought forth by Gamble, Cleveland radio DJ Ed Wright, and media strategist Dyana Williams.
"Black Music Month was originally created to promote, protect, and perpetuate the business of Black music, not just to celebrate Black music," says Cochrane. "The tagline was originally 'Black music is green,' and it was meant as a way to drive retail sales to increase awareness for the artists but honestly, really to increase the business of Black music, and not just to celebrate the history of Black music."

    


"It's evolved into something different over the years... The original intention has gotten lost," she says. "The original purpose of the month was to prove that the business of Black music was profitable."
HOW IS BLACK MUSIC MONTH CELEBRATED?
Each June, Black Music Month is recognized with a presidential proclamation.
"During Black Music Month, we celebrate the Black artists and creatives whose work has so often been a tidal wave of change -- not only by defining the American songbook and culture but also by capturing our greatest hopes for the future and pushing us to march forward together," President Joe Biden's 2024 proclamation read. "Black music is a staple of American art and a powerhouse of our culture -- that is why we must continue to open doors for the next generation of Black artists."
This year, Biden will once again celebrate Black Music Month with a Juneteenth concert featuring Patti LaBelle, Gladys Knight, Charlie Wilson, Kirk Franklin, Anthony Hamilton, Brittney Spencer, Trombone Shorty and more.

    


Under the Obama Administration, Black Music Month was re-named African-American Music Appreciation Month but it's since gone back to its roots.
Black Music Month "is an acknowledgement that Black music is an original American artform and has influence in almost every other American art form. But it was designed to drive the business of Black music to Black stakeholders," Cochrane added.
In the years since its origins, Black Music Month has often been used as a salute to Black music excellence: 30 days to celebrate Black musicianship across media platforms, museums, streaming platforms, and beyond. But some fear that concentrating the observance might have limiting effects.
WHAT ARE SOME OF THE DIFFERING OPINIONS ABOUT BLACK MUSIC MONTH?
"I always felt conflicted: happy to see the uplifting of Black artists but disappointed that Black Music Month only benefitted superstars (and ostensibly turned the other 11 months over to white musicians)," 4AD Records label manager Nabil Ayers wrote of Black Music Month in 2021. 

    


"Musically, the Black Music Month that I knew in the '90s and 2000s focused on the artists who could potentially sell the most records," he continued. "But the reality is that it costs money to make music, and financial support for artists matters now more than ever."
Of course, there are varying opinions. In 2016, Philadelphia resident Branford Jones started They Have the Range, a popular Instagram account with one million followers, dedicated to showcasing Black singers.
"When I created it, Black music programming wasn't really there," he says, noting a few other performance pages that "weren't posting everyday Black people," and a modern-day dearth of shows like "Soul Train" or BET's "106th and Park."

    


"For They Have the Range, every month is Black Music Month," Jones says, laughing. "But it's important to have a Black Music Month, especially in a time where so many people are trying to erase historical context. ... We know how much Black folks have contributed to the world when it comes to music."
He cites the Hulu series "The 1619 Project" as an influence: "One of the things they said about Black music is that it's uncatchable. Every single decade, (Black music) has been able to shift, change, and lead the masses."
For him, Black Music Month is an opportunity for celebration that can endure all year long -- and it feels especially poignant that it lands in the month that also holds Juneteenth. 
"As time moves on, more brands will become involved, more people will get involved," he says. "And so it is important to recognize it."
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    [image: FILE - Designer Virginie Viard accepts applause at the end of the Chanel Haute Couture Spring-Summer 2023 collection presented in Paris, on Jan. 24, 2023. Virginie Viard, the artistic director of Chanel who replaced Karl Lagerfeld after his death, has left, the French fashion house said on Thursday. Chanel did not immediately announce a replacement for the the 62-year-old Viard, who worked with Lagerfeld for more than two decades. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena, File)]
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- Virginie Viard, the artistic director who replaced Karl Lagerfeld at Chanel after his death, is leaving the French luxury fashion house.
Chanel did not immediately announce a replacement for the 62-year-old Viard, who worked with Lagerfeld for more than two decades and eventually took over his role after he passed away in 2019. 
"Chanel confirms the departure of Virginie Viard after a rich five-year collaboration as artistic director of fashion collections," Chanel said in a press statement, without giving a reason for her departure.
It said Viard "was able to renew the codes of the house while respecting the creative heritage of Chanel."
Before she replaced Lagerfeld, Viard had held no official role as designer but worked closely with the late designer across all of Chanel's numerous design channels, including couture.
Chanel said it will present its haute couture fall and winter collection as planned on June 25 at the Opera Garnier in Paris.

    


Chanel sales have soared during Viard's tenure, reportedly climbing by 14.6 percent to $19.7 billion last year. 
"A new chapter is opening for Chanel mode," the fashion house said. "We are confident in the teams' ability to ensure the continuity of the collections during this period of transition. A new creative organization for the House will be announced in due course." 
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                    Ten years ago, Meghan Trainor became a mega-viral pop performer. "All About That Bass" established the then 20-year-old as a new force channeling old sounds, and her public persona became intertwined with the song's lyrics about body acceptance. Empowerment messages are still at the heart of her specific sound as Trainor releases her sixth studio album, "Timeless" this week. (June 5)
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[image: This cover image released by Epic Records shows "Timeless" by Meghan Trainor. (Epic via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 2 | This cover image released by Epic Records shows "Timeless" by Meghan Trainor. (Epic via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 2
This cover image released by Epic Records shows "Timeless" by Meghan Trainor. (Epic via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      


            

        
    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    




            By 
            MARIA SHERMAN

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Ten years ago, Meghan Trainor was a successful songwriter, soon to become a hit pop performer in her own right. "All About That Bass" established the then 20-year-old as a new force channeling old sounds -- a combination of doo-wop with contemporary pop hooks in a time dominated by big synths -- and with something to say. Her public persona became intertwined with the song's lyrics about body acceptance. 
"I have my self-love pop bangers that I just do in my sleep," she told The Associated Press. "That's my therapy that I need for myself. But it also helps people, so that's just a win-win as a songwriter."
On Friday, Trainor will release her sixth studio album, "Timeless." Empowerment messages are still at the heart of her specific sound but now, she's matured them to meet where she is in life: as a mother, a sister and a veteran of this business.

    


The first single, "Been Like This," featuring her hero T-Pain, even references "All About That Bass." She sings, "Ooh-wee, she got that booty/That type of boom-boom, that bass that I like." 
Making it the first single? She calls that "destiny," and is quick to mention that both of her brothers wrote on the song as well. "My mom was sobbing. My dad was crying, like, pretty sure he didn't know who T-Pain was until I talked about him nonstop," she says.


Family is at the center of "Timeless" and the music Trainor makes. A mother of two boys, she considers them in everything she does. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"'To The Moon' is for my kid, because he loves rocket ships and outer space," she says of 3-year-old Barry Bruce Trainor. "A lot of it is inspired by my boys. I want them to have songs that help teach them how to love themselves as they're growing up, you know, self-confidence and being kind to themselves."
And it's for the listener, too, of course. "I Wanna Thank Me," samples Niecy Nash-Betts' acceptance speech at the 2024 Emmy Awards, where she said "And you know who I wanna thank? Me, for believing in me and doing what they said I could not do. I want to say to myself, in front of all you beautiful people -- Go girl, with your bad self. You did that."

    


"I kept writing self-confident bangers, and this was one of the last songs I wrote for the album," she says, adding that after a while, she didn't know what else to write about. Then her manager sent her the Nash speech. It was instant inspiration. The day after they wrote it, Trainor sent it to Nash, who filmed herself listening to it while sobbing. 
"I had Niecy and her daughter and her wife come over and sing on the album, sing background on the song," she adds. "So, when you hear all these big vocals at the end, with a bunch of women singing, it's us."
"Rollin,'" with its big strings, brass and bass, has a kind of feminist message as well, what Trainor says was inspired by experiences she's had in the music industry, like watching her manager get called an assistant because she's a woman. "Any more females in the industry, everywhere, would be sick," she says. 
To protect her peace in this business, she says simply, " I'm on antidepressants I went up after baby number two, I was losing sleep," she says. "So, I went up on my medicine and I see my therapist. I try to see her every Wednesday, and I try to vocalize a lot when I'm feeling overwhelmed."

    


That relates back to the album. "Timeless," the title, stems from Trainor's "big, big, big, big fear of death," as she puts it. 
"When you have kids, you're like, 'Oh this is the meaning of life. I have to be here forever,'" she says. "Instead of living in this fear that I have every morning and day and night, I want to live. Like, 'Wow. We're so lucky, we're here. We have all this time together.' And so that's why I'm trying to wrap my head around the word 'timeless.'"
This fall, Trainor will tour for the first time in seven years -- also her first time on the road since becoming a mother. "I am in the gym like an Olympian," she jokes. "I'm going to get in crazy shape and then start practicing." Dancing and singing at the same time is no easy feat, and "I want to dance a lot," she says.

    


Beyond that, her goals are to put on a great show, and to keep her family involved every step of the way. "I'm going to try to make it fun, where each state we get to do something fun with the kids," she says. "It's going to be a blast. I've lined it up so we can't not have fun." 
And potentially make some timeless memories?
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    [image: FILE - Entertainer Snoop Dogg walks on the field before an NFL football game between the Tampa Bay Buccaneers and the New Orleans Saints Sunday, Dec. 19, 2021, in Tampa, Fla. Snoop Dogg will serve as a primetime NBC correspondent for Paris Olympics. (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara, File)]
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[image: This combination of photos shows Kelly Clarkson at the 66th annual Grammy Awards in Los Angeles on Feb. 4, 2024, left, and retired NFL quarterback Peyton Manning in Denver on Dec. 20, 2022. Clarkson and Manning will join sportscaster Mike Tirico in Paris as hosts of the opening ceremony at the Paris Olympics. (AP Photo)]
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[image: This combination of photos shows Jimmy Fallon in Washington on March 24, 2024, left, Olympic figure skater Tara Lipinski in Los Angeles on Aug. 1, 2015, center, and Olympic figure skater Johnny Weir in New York on Aug. 16, 2012. Fallon, Lipinski and Weir will join sportscaster Mike Tirico for NBC's closing ceremony coverage. (AP Photo)]
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[image: FILE - Leslie Jones arrives at the Los Angeles premiere of "The Mother," on May 10, 2023. Jones Jones will contribute to on-air and social media coverage during the Paris Olympics. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)]
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- NBC is inserting some pop culture flavor into the world's biggest sports spectacle: From Megan Thee Stallion dancing with dressage horses at the Palace of Versailles to Peyton Manning riding a giant baguette blimp over the Eiffel Tower, the network has strategically partnered with several big names to build anticipation for the Paris Olympics.
Enlisting a plethora of entertainers and non-Olympic athletes is designed to entice viewers after the network -- and longtime Olympics broadcaster in the U.S. -- drew lackluster ratings for the last Summer Olympics, in Tokyo, and the Winter Olympics in Beijing. Held amid the coronavirus pandemic, those Games proceeded with muted fanfare and few announcers on-site.
But with over 11 million expected to attend the two-week Summer Games that start July 26, NBC -- which holds the broadcasting rights to the Olympics through 2032 -- wants to attract more viewers by bringing Olympic stories to life with popular and diverse personalities. 

    


"We speak to a broader audience," said Snoop Dogg, who has been brought on as a primetime NBC correspondent for Paris. The ultra-smooth rapper had become a fan favorite during the Tokyo Games, when he and Kevin Hart did in-studio commentary for Peacock.




Snoop Dogg will be on the ground in Paris by late July, exploring the city's landmarks and attending competitions and events. He's already had casual on-video interviews with a few Olympians about their respective sports, including women's basketball player A'ja Wilson, gymnast Sunisa Lee, skateboarder Jagger Eaton and beach volleyball players Sara Hughes and Kelly Cheng. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We have different perspectives and different views," Snoop Dogg said of the recruited entertainers. "The world that we live in right now, it is appropriate for me to give our side of the story, because we've always been a great voice and a great instrument. But we've never been the conductor. Now I get to play the role of conductor."

    


After the pandemic-delayed Tokyo Games in 2021, NBC created a new playbook to increase excitement for this summer's coverage. Network researchers found that people between the ages of 26-40 wanted an Olympics that infuses more pop culture into the everyday conversation. 
Singer Kelly Clarkson and NFL legend Peyton Manning will join sportscaster Mike Tirico in Paris as hosts of the opening ceremony along the Seine, held for the first time outside a stadium setting. Comedian Leslie Jones will contribute to on-air and social media coverage. Podcaster Alex Cooper of "Call Her Daddy" fame will host live, interactive watch parties in Paris called "Watch with Alex Cooper," a Peacock program where she'll appear in a picture-in-picture view sharing her insights and answering questions from fans in real time. 
"I'm not a former Olympian, but they sort of convinced me that we are just celebrating these athletes and a little bit about what drives them," said Manning, a Pro Football Hall of Famer and two-time Super Bowl winner. He's also the co-host of the ESPN-produced "Monday Night Football with Peyton and Eli" with his brother and fellow former NFL quarterback Eli Manning.

    


Hart returns too, collaborating with Kenan Thompson on an eight-episode commentary series offering comical recaps of the best and most unexpected Olympic moments.
"It's under the umbrella of sports, but it's really a cultural celebration," said Tirico, who will host his fourth opening ceremony of the Olympics. He will team up with Jimmy Fallon along with past Olympians Tara Lipinski and Johnny Weir for NBC's closing ceremony coverage. 
Tirico said integrating more pop culture elements into the coverage was a "grand slam" idea.
"If we bring a little cross-section of America together to give you a flavor of the games and do it under one tent, it'll keep you around for 17 nights," he said. "That's our plan. Our goal. We're so glad that we've got people like Snoop, Peyton, Kelly and to help us do it."
Along with Megan Thee Stallion and Manning's commercials, several other promotional spots have already aired on NBC: Rapper Cardi B appeared in a promo, getting her nails done with track star Sha'Carri Richardson. Actor Lily Collins reprised her "Emily in Paris" role to pitch executives a new wardrobe idea for sprinter Noah Lyles. Paris Hilton helped reveal the Olympics logo. Dolly Parton collaborated with the network on a video for her cover of "We Are the Champions/We Will Rock You," which has been used to promote coverage. 

    


"We wanted to be a part of the cultural zeitgeist," said Molly Solomon, executive producer and president of NBC Olympics Production. "We wanted to make sure that it feels like more than just a sporting event. It's really an entertainment and pop culture event that is centered around athletes stories."
So far, the commercials have generated strong numbers. According to NBC, Collins' promo spot drew more than 30 million viewers on the network's platforms. Megan Thee Stallion's ad garnered 12 million views, while Snoop Dogg pulled in just under 10 million through their social media channels.

    


"We tried to remain very true to our audiences and the placement of the content," said Jennifer Storms, NBC's chief marketing officer of Entertainment and Sports. "We're working together on the talent and how they have a continuous storyline before the Olympics and through the Olympics."
Storms wants to bring Olympians' stories to the forefront through popular voices. Expect stories from singer John Legend about gymnast Simone Biles, WWE star Cody Rhodes on wrestler David Taylor and "Chicago Fire" actor Eamonn Walker on Lyles, she said. 
"That translates to telling the story around an athlete that America might not know yet," Storms said. "So the talent are critical to catching people's attention."
Manning hopes to make an influential mark. He's looking forward to delving into the backstories of Olympians such as Biles and swimmer Katie Ledecky.
"Maybe athlete to athlete," Manning said, "they will share some information that maybe they just wouldn't tell anybody."
___
More AP coverage of the Paris Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- "The Traitors," a reality/competition show hybrid, has announced a lineup of reality television all-stars, actors and even a British aristocrat for the cast of its upcoming season. 
A slew of stars from the "Real Housewives," "Survivor," the "Bachelor" franchises and more popular television shows will join host Alan Cummings for the upcoming third season of the Peacock hit.
The ensemble of television personalities and familiar faces will move to a castle in the Scottish Highlands to play a high-stakes murder mystery game and complete challenges to build up a grand prize pot of up to $250,000. While there are 21 contestants on the upcoming third season, some of them will be undercover "traitors," trying to sabotage the group and keep their treacherous identity hidden so they can claim the prize for themselves.
Chrishell Stause, a real estate agent and actor known for her appearances on "Selling Sunset," leads the crew of newcomers from reality series. The casting of Tom Sandoval, famous for his villainous role on the 10th season of "Vanderpump Rules," has also garnered attention given his antagonistic personality on the Bravo show.

    


Actor and model Sam Asghari, ex-husband of Britney Spears, is also joining the cast. Asghari and Spears' divorce was finalized in early May, nearly two years after they were married.




Four stars of the Bravo "Real Housewives" franchises will come together on the show, including Dorinda Medley ("The Real Housewives of New York City"), Chanel Ayan ("The Real Housewives of Dubai"), Dolores Catania ("The Real Housewives of New Jersey") and Robyn Dixon ("The Real Housewives of Potomac"). Gabby Windey and Wells Adams are slated to join the crew from "The Bachelor" spinoffs.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The show's mix of mind games and missions could give an edge to the "Big Brother" and "Survivor" alums. Britney Haynes and Danielle Reyes are "Big Brother" fan favorites and Carolyn Wiger, Jeremy Collins, Rob Mariano and Tony Vlachos hail from "Survivor."

    


Other reality stars rounding out the cast include Bob The Drag Queen from "RuPaul's Drag Race," Bob Harper from "The Biggest Loser," Ciara Miller from "Summer House" and Nikki Garcia, a WWE star and professional wrestler. Dylan Efron, brother of Zac Efron and an actor and producer, is also set to join.
The final cast member joining the popular series is perhaps the one who will be most out of place: Lord Ivar Mountbatten, a member of the extended British royal family. He is also the first relative of the royal family to publicly come out as gay, according to Tatler Magazine.
The first two seasons of "The Traitors" were hugely successful for Peacock, with the first season taking home the Emmy Award for outstanding casting for a reality program. 
Tapping into the respective, and at times, disparate, fanbases of each of the reality series the contestants are known for, "The Traitors" attracts a vast audience. The drama of "Real Housewives" combined with the betrayals of "Big Brother," the tests of physical endurance a la "Survivor" and the motley crew of divergent personalities makes for good TV. Top that all off with Cumming's dramatic flair and show-stopping fashion as the host, and the show has engaging elements for viewers with a variety of interests.
In addition to the popular U.S. version of the show, Peacock streams international versions including Australia and the U.K.
Peacock has not yet announced a release date for the third season.
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Ice Spice 's long-awaited debut album, "Y2K," is almost here.
The Bronx rapper, celebrated for her sweet, lackadaisical flow, will drop her first full-length album on July 26. It is produced by her longtime creative collaborator RIOTUSA, who also worked on her critically acclaimed debut EP, 2023's "Like...?", with its cheeky earworms, "In Ha Mood" and "Munch (Feelin' U)." 
He also produced her most recent single, "Gimme A Light," which will be featured on "Y2K." It samples Sean Paul's 2002 dancehall single of a similar name, "Gimme the Light."
Around "Y2K," Ice Spice will tour extensively this summer, spending most of July on the European festival circuit before heading back to North America on July 30, where she will headline Washington, D.C.'s The Anthem. 
She'll hit many major cities in the U.S. as well as Toronto before concluding Aug. 31 in Miami Beach, Florida. RIOTUSA and rapper Cash Cobain will support.

    


Ice Spice broke out last year, hitting the Top 10 on Billboard's Hot 100 chart four times: for two collaborations with her hero Nicki Minaj -- "Princess Diana" from "Like...?" and "Barbie World" from the blockbuster film -- as well as her feature on Taylor Swift 's "Karma" and 2023's song of the summer, "Boy's A Liar, Pt. 2" with U.K. hyperpop singer/producer PinkPantheress. 
She also received four Grammy nominations for the 66th annual award show, including best rap song and best new artist.
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                                        HARDCOVER FICTION
1. "Camino Ghosts" by John Grisham (Doubleday)
2. "You Like It Darker" by Stephen King (Scribner)
3. "The Women" by Kristin Hannah (St. Martin's)
4. "Funny Story" by Emily Henry (Berkley)
5. "Southern Man" by Greg Iles (Morrow)
6. "Iron Flame" by Rebecca Yarros (Red Tower)
7. "Heavenbreaker (deluxe ltd. ed." by Sara Wolf (Red Tower)
8. "Mind Games" by Nora Roberts (St. Martin's)
9. "The 24th Hour" by Patterson/Paetro (Little, Brown)
10. "Think Twice" by Harlan Coben (Grand Central)
11. "First Frost" by Craig Johnson (Viking)
12. "One Perfect Couple" by Ruth Ware (Scout)
13. "Five Broken Blades (deluxe ltd. ed)" by Mai Corland (Red Tower)
14. "A Calamity of Souls" by David Baldacci (Grand Central)
15. "Tom Clancy: Act of Defiance" by Andrews/Wilson (Putnam)
_____
HARDCOVER NON-FICTION
1. "The Demon of Unrest" by Erik Larson (Crown)
2. "The Anxious Generation" by Jonathan Haidt (Penguin Press)

    


3. "Good Energy" Casey Means (Avery)
4. "Cheaper, Faster, Better" by Tom Steyer (Spiegel & Grau)
5. "What This Comedian Said Will Shock You" by Bill Maher (Simon & Schuster)
6. "The End of Everything" by Victor Davis Hanson (Basic)


7. "Millionaire Mission" by Brian Preston (BenBella/Holt)
8. "The Situation Room" by George Stephanopoulos (Grand Central)
9. "An Unfinished Love Story" by Doris Kearns Goodwin Simon & Schuster)
10. "Bits and Pieces" by Whoopi Goldberg (Blackstone)
11. "In My Time of Dying" by Sebastian Junger (Simon & Schuster)

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

12. "Life's Too Short" by Darius Rucker (Dey Street)
13. "You Never Know" by Tom Selleck (Dey Street)
14. "The Official Stardew Valley Cookbook" by ConcernedApe/Novak (Random House Worlds)
15. "The Backyard Bird Chronicles " by Amy Tan (Knopf)
____
TRADE PAPERBACK BESTSELLERS
1. "Just for the Summer" by Abby Jimenez (Forever)
2. "This Summer Will Be Different" by Carley Fortune (Berkley)
3. "Happy Place" by Emily Henry (Berkley)
4. "King of Sloth" by Ana Huang (Bloom)

    


5. "The Housemaid's Secret" by Freida McFadden (Mobius)
6. "The Inmate" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen)
7. "Murder, Vol. 1" by G.T. Karber (Griffin)
8. "The Teacher" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen)
9. "Super Fan-Tastic Taylor Swift Coloring & Activity Bookl" by Jessica Kendall (Design Originals)
10. "Butcher & Blackbird" by Brynne Weaver (Slowburn)
11. "When the Moon Hatched" by Sarah A. Parker (Avon)
12. "Never Lie" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen)
13. "Murder Your Employer" by Rupert Holmes (Avid Reader)
14. "Dreadful" by Caitlin Rozakis (Titan)
15. "One by One" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen)
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[image: Edmonton Oilers center Connor McDavid (97) skates against the Dallas Stars during the second period of Game 5 of the Western Conference finals in the NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs Friday, May 31, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)]
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                                        The NHL is getting the "Drive to Survive" treatment, with a hockey series from the makers of the popular Formula 1 show coming to Prime Video in the fall.
After getting players to buy in to the project with Box to Box Films, the league is hoping for the same kind of popularity boost F1 got by bringing in a whole new set of fans who were previously unfamiliar with the sport.
"We have seen what these shows do for a sport in terms of raising the popularity, and we realize any chance we get to grow our sport, we're going to do it," NHL chief content officer and senior executive VP Steve Mayer said. "It's something that we feel will put us in front of a whole new audience. I think everybody has seen the effects that 'Drive to Survive' had on Formula 1 racing, 'Full Swing' has done a lot for golf, and obviously the storytelling that's involved is unique and very different."

    


It's another step in the league's evolutionary process showing more player personalities in a game that has forever been defined by teams and not individuals. The series features two players in the Stanley Cup Final -- Edmonton's Connor McDavid and Florida's Matthew Tkachuk -- along with the likes of Boston's David Pastrnak, Vegas's Jack Eichel, Nashville's Filip Forsberg, Toronto's William Nylander, Colorado's Gabriel Landeskog and the New York Rangers' Jacob Trouba.




Mayer said, with help from agents like Pat Brisson and Judd Moldaver and the NHLPA, there was far more acceptance of the project from players than those of previous generations.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"That's one of the things we've seen in this moment of time: Our players are much more willing, much more open and I feel like, 'Wow, we got the buy in,'" Mayer said. "(Having) watched 'Drive to Survive' (and) 'Full Swing,' our players actually said, 'Let's go' and they've been great."
Box to Box co-founder and executive producer Paul Martin had never been to a hockey game until last year, knowing only Wayne Gretzky "and they fight a lot" about the sport. His interest was piqued attending regular-season and playoff Los Angeles Kings games, then the Golden Knights' Cup clincher on the Las Vegas strip last June.

    


This is the company's first foray into hockey after earlier this year starting the process of a series documenting the 2024 Major League Soccer season, which will air on Apple TV.
"It just felt like a really great time for us with no real affiliations to kind of hockey or at that point any real understanding of hockey to kind of just come in see what kind of stories we could tell," Martin said. "It felt like certainly the right time for us but also maybe the right time for hockey with this new generation of players and new generation of clubs that exist now in the league."
Acknowledging Formula 1 several years ago was in a place that it needed a spark of sorts that the docuseries provided, Martin said he's not sure if this will transform the NHL or if it even needs transforming. But this has also been a bit of a different process making a show in a sport in which team-first has been engrained forever.

    


That has led producers and camera operators to think a little differently in crowded locker rooms and other situations.
"I wouldn't say it's a huge sea change," Martin said. "Our type of storytelling hinges on individuals being able to drive those kind of narratives, so within the team environment you're focused on individuals within that team, but you have to be super respectful that it is a team sport."
___
AP NHL: https://apnews.com/hub/nhl
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    [image: FILE - The NFL logo is seen during the NFL Super Bowl 58 football game Sunday, Feb. 11, 2024, in Las Vegas. Opening arguments are expected to begin Thursday, June 6, 2024, in federal court in a class-action lawsuit filed by ]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - The NFL logo is seen during the NFL Super Bowl 58 football game Sunday, Feb. 11, 2024, in Las Vegas. Opening arguments are expected to begin Thursday, June 6, 2024, in federal court in a class-action lawsuit filed by "Sunday Ticket" subscribers claiming the NFL broke antitrust laws. The lawsuit was filed in 2015 and has withstood numerous challenges, including a dismissal that was overturned. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger, File)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Opening arguments were expected to begin Thursday in federal court in a class-action lawsuit filed by "Sunday Ticket" subscribers claiming the NFL broke antitrust laws.
The lawsuit was filed in 2015 and has withstood numerous challenges, including a dismissal that was overturned.
The suit says the NFL broke antitrust laws when it allowed DirecTV to exclusively sell the "Sunday Ticket" package of out-of-market Sunday afternoon games airing on CBS and Fox at what it says was an inflated price and restricted competition.
DirecTV was the home of "NFL Sunday Ticket" from 1994 until 2022. YouTube will be in the second season this year of a seven-year deal after agreeing to the rights in December 2022.
The NFL will contend that "Sunday Ticket" is an add-on package for the league's most-devoted and out-of-town fans, along with stating that all games for local teams are available on broadcast networks.

    


NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell and Dallas Cowboys owner Jerry Jones, a longtime member of the league's broadcast committee, are expected to testify in the case that could last up to three weeks.




The hearing could bring to light how much YouTube is paying the NFL for "Sunday Ticket" and if it is making money. There also could be documents filed and not redacted that would show how much networks spend to produce an NFL game.
This is one of the rare times the NFL has had a high-profile case go to court where league financial matters would become public without settling. In 2021, it settled with St. Louis, St. Louis County and the St. Louis Regional Convention and Sports Complex Authority for $790 million over the relocation of the Rams to Los Angeles.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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    [image: A drawing of David Yager, former president of University of the Arts, is on a column outside Hamilton Hall on their campus in Philadelphia, Wednesday June 5, 2024 as students, staff, and faculty rally before marching to 1500 Market and another rally in front of the former law offices of UArts chair Jud Aaron. (Tom Gralish/The Philadelphia Inquirer via AP)]
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[image: Hundreds of University of the Arts students and supporters protest outside of Hamilton Hall in Philadelphia on Monday, June 3, 2024. The University of the Arts announced abruptly on May 31 that it would be closing. (Monica Herndon/The Philadelphia Inquirer via AP)]
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[image: Milett Turner, class of 2027 dance major, protests outside of Hamilton Hall in Philadelphia on Monday, June 3, 2024. The University of the Arts announced abruptly on May 31 that it would be closing. (Monica Herndon/The Philadelphia Inquirer via AP)]
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[image: Amanda "Dragon" Rattigan and Kayleigh Morrison, both class of 2025 dance majors, dance during the protest outside of Hamilton Hall in Philadelphia on Monday, June 3, 2024. The University of the Arts announced abruptly on May 31 that it would be closing. (Monica Herndon/The Philadelphia Inquirer via AP)]
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[image: The University of the Arts in Philadelphia, on May 1, 2024. The University of the Arts, an institution with roots more than a century and a half old in Philadelphia, has abruptly announced it will close in a week, citing declining enrollment and revenues as well as increasing expenses. (Harold Brubaker/The Philadelphia Inquirer via AP)]
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[image: The University of the Arts' Dorrance Hamilton Hall on South Broad St. in Philadelphia, on Friday, May 31, 2024. The school announced that it is closing. (Elizabeth Robertson/The Philadelphia Inquirer via AP)]
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[image: Justin Sewell, a librarian at the University of the Arts, joins a rally with a unicorn - the school mascot - as students, staff, and faculty rally outside 1500 Market Wednesday June 5, 2024 in front of the former law offices of UArts chair Jud Aaron. Their march stated at Hamilton Hall on their campus. (Tom Gralish/The Philadelphia Inquirer via AP)]
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[image: This photo shows the exterior of Furness Residence Hall at 1451-99 Pine Street, real estate belonging to University of the Arts in Philadelphia, Monday, June 3, 2024. The nearly 150-year-old school says it plans to close its doors Friday, June 7. The abrupt decision shocked and angered students, parents and faculty alike and has raised questions about governance at the venerable city institution. (Alejandro A. Alvarez/The Philadelphia Inquirer via AP)]
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[image: This photo shows the Student Center for the University of the Arts at 401 South Broad Street in Philadelphia on Monday, June 3, 2024. The nearly 150-year-old school says it plans to close its doors Friday, June 7. The abrupt decision shocked and angered students, parents and faculty alike and has raised questions about governance at the venerable city institution. (Monica Herndon/The Philadelphia Inquirer via AP)]
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[image: CORRECTS BYLINE This photo shows the exterior of Juniper Residence Hall and Center for Immersive Media, 311 S. Juniper Street, real estate belonging to University of the Arts in Philadelphia, Monday, June 3, 2024. The nearly 150-year-old school says it plans to close its doors Friday, June 7. The abrupt decision shocked and angered students, parents and faculty alike and has raised questions about governance at the venerable city institution. (Alejandro A. Alvarez/The Philadelphia Inquirer via AP)]
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[image: CORRECTS BYLINE This photo shows the Arts Bank building at 601 South Broad Street n Philadelphia on Monday, June 3, 2024. The nearly 150-year-old school says it plans to close its doors Friday, June 7. The abrupt decision shocked and angered students, parents and faculty alike and has raised questions about governance at the venerable city institution. (Monica Herndon/The Philadelphia Inquirer via AP)]
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[image: This photo shows Terra Hall at 201-11 South Broad Street in Philadelphia on Monday, June 3, 2024. The nearly 150-year-old school says it plans to close its doors Friday, June 7. The abrupt decision shocked and angered students, parents and faculty alike and has raised questions about governance at the venerable city institution. (Monica Herndon/The Philadelphia Inquirer via AP)]
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[image: University of the Arts students and supporters gather in protest outside of Hamilton Hall in Philadelphia on Monday, June 3, 2024. The nearly 150-year-old school says it plans to close its doors Friday, June 7. The abrupt decision shocked and angered students, parents and faculty alike and has raised questions about governance at the venerable city institution. (Monica Herndon/The Philadelphia Inquirer via AP)]
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[image: Hundreds of University of the Arts students and supporters protest outside of Hamilton Hall in Philadelphia on Monday, June 3, 2024. The University of the Arts announced abruptly on May 31 that it would be closing. (Monica Herndon/The Philadelphia Inquirer via AP)]
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[image: Milett Turner, class of 2027 dance major, protests outside of Hamilton Hall in Philadelphia on Monday, June 3, 2024. The University of the Arts announced abruptly on May 31 that it would be closing. (Monica Herndon/The Philadelphia Inquirer via AP)]
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[image: Amanda "Dragon" Rattigan and Kayleigh Morrison, both class of 2025 dance majors, dance during the protest outside of Hamilton Hall in Philadelphia on Monday, June 3, 2024. The University of the Arts announced abruptly on May 31 that it would be closing. (Monica Herndon/The Philadelphia Inquirer via AP)]
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[image: The University of the Arts in Philadelphia, on May 1, 2024. The University of the Arts, an institution with roots more than a century and a half old in Philadelphia, has abruptly announced it will close in a week, citing declining enrollment and revenues as well as increasing expenses. (Harold Brubaker/The Philadelphia Inquirer via AP)]
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[image: The University of the Arts' Dorrance Hamilton Hall on South Broad St. in Philadelphia, on Friday, May 31, 2024. The school announced that it is closing. (Elizabeth Robertson/The Philadelphia Inquirer via AP)]
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[image: Justin Sewell, a librarian at the University of the Arts, joins a rally with a unicorn - the school mascot - as students, staff, and faculty rally outside 1500 Market Wednesday June 5, 2024 in front of the former law offices of UArts chair Jud Aaron. Their march stated at Hamilton Hall on their campus. (Tom Gralish/The Philadelphia Inquirer via AP)]
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[image: This photo shows the exterior of Furness Residence Hall at 1451-99 Pine Street, real estate belonging to University of the Arts in Philadelphia, Monday, June 3, 2024. The nearly 150-year-old school says it plans to close its doors Friday, June 7. The abrupt decision shocked and angered students, parents and faculty alike and has raised questions about governance at the venerable city institution. (Alejandro A. Alvarez/The Philadelphia Inquirer via AP)]
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[image: This photo shows the Student Center for the University of the Arts at 401 South Broad Street in Philadelphia on Monday, June 3, 2024. The nearly 150-year-old school says it plans to close its doors Friday, June 7. The abrupt decision shocked and angered students, parents and faculty alike and has raised questions about governance at the venerable city institution. (Monica Herndon/The Philadelphia Inquirer via AP)]
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[image: CORRECTS BYLINE This photo shows the Arts Bank building at 601 South Broad Street n Philadelphia on Monday, June 3, 2024. The nearly 150-year-old school says it plans to close its doors Friday, June 7. The abrupt decision shocked and angered students, parents and faculty alike and has raised questions about governance at the venerable city institution. (Monica Herndon/The Philadelphia Inquirer via AP)]
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[image: This photo shows Terra Hall at 201-11 South Broad Street in Philadelphia on Monday, June 3, 2024. The nearly 150-year-old school says it plans to close its doors Friday, June 7. The abrupt decision shocked and angered students, parents and faculty alike and has raised questions about governance at the venerable city institution. (Monica Herndon/The Philadelphia Inquirer via AP)]
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[image: University of the Arts students and supporters gather in protest outside of Hamilton Hall in Philadelphia on Monday, June 3, 2024. The nearly 150-year-old school says it plans to close its doors Friday, June 7. The abrupt decision shocked and angered students, parents and faculty alike and has raised questions about governance at the venerable city institution. (Monica Herndon/The Philadelphia Inquirer via AP)]
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                                        PHILADELPHIA (AP) -- Bryant Fleming was looking forward to the fall semester at the University of the Arts, where the rising senior was to choreograph a production of "Sister Act" -- the same musical comedy that led him to fall in love with theater in high school.
Instead, the musical theater major was left heartbroken and angry over the Philadelphia school's abrupt announcement Friday that it planned to close its doors in just seven days. The decision shocked students, parents and faculty alike and raised questions about governance at the venerable city institution. University officials have not said how or why they suddenly ran out of money to pay the bills.
"You all knew what was going on, so why didn't you tell us and be up front with us and actually allow us to prepare?" Fleming said in a phone interview Wednesday. "We're all angry. ... It just hurts."

    


Fleming, who plans to enroll at nearby Temple University, was among hundreds of people who gathered outside of the university's administration building this week to protest the closure, which is scheduled for Friday.
The University of the Arts, which traces its roots back nearly 150 years, has produced several Grammy- and Tony-award winning artists. It joins a long list of small, private colleges that have shut down in recent years amid demographic changes and pandemic turmoil. 




Summer classes were canceled, and a new class of first-year students, many of whom had just sent in their deposits, had to scramble to find somewhere else to enroll. Philadelphia's Temple and Drexel universities and several other schools across the country announced they would offer spots to displaced UArts students.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

School employees, meanwhile, said they've been left in the dark about when they'll get their final paychecks and how long they'll have access to university email accounts and campus studios to retrieve artistic works in progress.

    


The quick closure "truly is unprecedented. I take no pleasure in saying I think it reflects a complete failure of UArts leadership," said Eric Lechtzin, an attorney who has filed suit against the school on behalf of nine university employees, including faculty, staff and administrators. The plaintiffs, who seek class action status, allege UArts violated federal law by failing to provide them with 60 days' notice of their termination.
Lechtzin questioned Wednesday whether university officials took sufficient steps to respond to the school's financial challenges, such as by eliminating programs, reducing staff or selling more of the school's valuable downtown Philadelphia real estate.
Judson Aaron, chairperson of the university's board of trustees, and UArts President Kerry Walk said in a statement that amid years of declining enrollments and revenues, the school was confronted with "significant, unanticipated expenses" that "came to light very suddenly." They did not elaborate. Walk resigned this week.
"Despite our best efforts, we could not ultimately identify a viable path for the institution to remain open and in the service of its mission," the school's trustees said in a separate statement.

    


Parent Chris Krewson recalled getting a bill for fall tuition just hours before word of the abrupt closure leaked out. His son Owen just finished his first year in a 5-year program that combined vocal performance and music education, one he may now find hard to replicate.
Temple, where Krewson is an adjunct, has reached out about a possible transfer, but it's not yet clear where his 19-year-old son will land in the fall. He had chosen UArts over the Berklee College of Music in Boston and thrived studying in the center of Philadelphia's arts scene, even performing at the nearby Kimmel Center for composer Stephen Schwartz.
"This was a real sort of neutron bomb that went off in his summer," Chris Krewson said.
"He spent the last few days calling around -- calling up Berklee, calling NYU, filling out the forms for Temple to try to figure out his next move," he said. "We're sort of past the deadline for regular transfers."

    


Krewson wonders how the board, which includes some of the city's top business leaders and philanthropists, could have missed signs of financial distress.
The Pennsylvania attorney general's office, which has oversight over nonprofits, said it is reviewing the circumstances of the school's closure, including "any transfer or loss of assets."
"We are very concerned by the sudden closure of University of the Arts, which has impacted students, staff, and the community," said Brett Hambright, spokesperson for Attorney General Michelle Henry.
Temple, meanwhile, has said it's exploring a potential merger to save UArts, whose programs include art, dance, design, film, music and theater.
"Over the last several days, we have spoken with UArts representatives to explore all options and possible solutions that might help preserve the arts and the rich legacy of this 150-year-old institution," Temple President Richard Englert and Provost Gregory N. Mandel said in a statement Wednesday.

    


The number of college students in the U.S. had already been steadily decreasing for years before the pandemic led to a sharp drop in enrollment. Even as national numbers slowly inch back from that decline, small colleges whose budgets rely on tuition have struggled to stay afloat.
Enrollment declines have been steepest in the Northeast and Midwest amid regional population loss. Those regions also have some of the highest concentrations of colleges, leading to sharp competition for a diminishing pool of students.
At the University of the Arts, total enrollment fell from about 1,900 in the fall of 2018 to 1,300 in 2022, the latest year for which data are available from the U.S. Education Department. 
The school's enrollment has dropped by nearly half since 2009.
___
Rubinkam reported from northeastern Pennsylvania. Associated Press reporter Collin Binkley in Washington contributed to this story.
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Expanded College Football Playoff will begin with 1st-round game on Dec. 20 in prime time

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - The College Football Playoff logo is shown on the field at AT&T Stadium before the Rose Bowl NCAA college football game between Notre Dame and Alabama in Arlington, Texas, Jan. 1, 2021. TNT Sports will begin airing College Football Playoff games this upcoming season through a sublicense with ESPN. The five-year agreement gives TNT two first-round games the first two years. Beginning in 2026, it expands to two first-round and two quarterfinals.(AP Photo/Roger Steinman, File)]
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                                        The first year of the 12-team College Football Playoff will kick off with a first-round game on Dec. 20 and conclude with the title game one month later in Atlanta.
The CFP announced its entire schedule on Wednesday. The four first-round games will be on Dec. 20 and 21. ABC and ESPN will televise games on Friday and Saturday night with an 8 p.m. EST kickoff, while TNT will have the Dec. 21 afternoon games at 12 p.m. and 4 p.m. The afternoon games will go up against a pair of NFL games with Houston-Kansas City at 1 p.m. and Baltimore-Pittsburgh at 4:30 p.m.
Mike Mulvihill, Fox president for insights and analytics, thinks there will be room to accommodate both audiences. Fox has the Ravens-Steelers game as it goes up against a CFP late afternoon matchups.
"I think it will be fine for the NFL and college football to coexist on that date. I think both events will rate just fine," he said.

    


The four first-round games, which will be played on college campuses, will be announced on Dec. 8. TNT has a pair of games through a sublicense with ESPN.
ESPN's $7.8 billion deal with the CFP, which was announced in March, allowed it to sublicense games to other networks. Financial terms of the sublicense were not announced.


The quarterfinals, semifinals and championship will air on ESPN.
The top four conference champions will receive first-round byes. The quarterfinals will begin on Dec. 31 with the Fiesta Bowl at 7:30 p.m. New Year's Day will kickoff with the Peach Bowl at 1 p.m. followed by the Rose Bowl in its traditional 5 p.m. spot and the Sugar Bowl at 8:45 p.m.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The semifinals are the Orange Bowl on Jan. 9 and Cotton Bowl on Jan. 10. Both have 7:30 p.m. start times before the championship game takes place on Jan. 20 in Atlanta.
ESPN will announce its schedule for most of the bowl games on Thursday.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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    [image: Florida Panthers center Steven Lorentz (18) skates with the puck as New York Rangers left wing Will Cuylle (50) defends during the second period of Game 6 in the Eastern Conference finals of the NHL hockey Stanley Cup playoffs Saturday, June 1, 2024, in Sunrise, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)]
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                                        While interpreting the annual pre-Stanley Cup Final state of the NHL address into American Sign Language for the first time in 2022, Brice Christianson worried that it was a one-time thing, his only chance to open the door to hockey for the Deaf community.
Two years later, it is difficult for him not to get emotional as the league takes another big step.
The Stanley Cup Final will mark the first time a major sports league airs games in ASL, with each game of the series between Edmonton and Florida featuring deaf broadcasters doing play by play and color analysis. Game 1 is Saturday.
"This is a great first step of having representation, having deaf people on screen, having the Deaf community connect to people like them," said Christianson, the founder and CEO of P-X-P, which is doing the telecasts that will be available on ESPN+ and Sportsnet+. "For the NHL to sign off on this and to believe in this, it's groundbreaking. It's truly historic and also they've doubled down and said that they want to continue to do this."

    


This next step in the NHL's partnership with P-X-P, a company that works to make sports more inclusive through interpretation, comes on the heels of another history-making moment: TNT doing an ASL broadcast of the U.S. Women's Deaf National Soccer Team's match against Australia last weekend. Reporter Melissa Ortiz was on screen describing the action in ASL.




That will be the case in the Cup Final for Jason Altmann, who is third-generation deaf and P-X-P's chief operating officer, and Noah Blankenship from Denver's Office of Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services. Having that representation is more significant than closed captioning because it serves the Deaf community directly rather than making members read words about the games.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"For us to be able to have this real-time coverage of play by play and color commentary in American Sign Language being called directly as opposed to a re-interpretation is really what the Deaf and hard-of-hearing community want," said Kim Davis, the NHL's senior executive VP of social impact, growth initiatives and legislative affairs. "It's what they deserve. That makes the game truly meaningful for them. It is not like you're re-interpreting for them basically from another language. They are hearing the game live in their own language and the way in which they understand it best."

    


Reaching this point is another accomplishment for Christianson, an ASL interpreter who was born to deaf parents and has tried for years to persuade teams and leagues to try things like this. The connection with the NHL began at a 2021 meeting with VP of youth strategy and hockey culture Paul LaCaruba that ended with Christianson pleading for one person to buy into his ideas to serve the Deaf community.
Christianson said LaCaruba became that person, paving the way for him to interpret for Commissioner Gary Bettman and Deputy Commissioner Bill Daly two years ago. That was at a news conference, but this is a chance to bring the most important games of the season to an underserved segment of the population.

    


"We know there are millions of deaf and hard of hearing hockey fans -- and many more who have yet to fall in love with the sport," LaCaruba said. "We are building access for the Deaf community, by the Deaf community, and there is no better platform to gauge a reaction than during the Stanley Cup Final."
The intent is to gauge a reaction, not do a victory lap. Christianson said there is a plan to continue doing this for the NHL beyond just this series, and that path forward allows this to be a test of sorts, with possible changes and improvements for the next time.
"I think it's very brave for the NHL to say, 'Hey we want to do this,'" Christianson said. "We're all going to go in with our best and we're going to try our best, and then we're going to come back and we're going to debrief and we're going to try to get better with every process."
It may wind up being a blueprint for others. Davis, who has learned a lot about ASL and communicating with the Deaf community, would be thrilled if the NHL is the first but not the last to experiment with something like this.

    


"We're doing something no other major league has ever tried before, and that is a broadcast and experience for the Deaf by the Deaf," Davis said. "We're proud of that. We just want to continue to support those communities that we want to be authentic with, and if another league wants to model it, we think that imitation is the best form of flattery, so let's do it."
___
AP NHL playoffs: https://apnews.com/hub/stanley-cup and https://www.apnews.com/hub/NHL
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                                        ATHENS, Greece (AP) -- One of the world's most intractable cultural disputes is back in the spotlight after a Turkish official cast doubt on the existence of proof long cited by Britain that it had legally acquired the Parthenon Marbles, 2,500-year-old sculptures taken from the Acropolis in Athens.
Greece's culture minister said the comments made at a UNESCO meeting in Paris last week on the return of cultural property bolster Greece's argument that the sculptures were illegally removed from the Parthenon temple on the Acropolis and should be returned.
The antiquities, also known as the Elgin Marbles, were removed in the early 19th century by Lord Elgin, Britain's ambassador to the Ottoman Empire which ruled Greece at the time, and are housed in the British Museum in London. Greece has long campaigned for their return. 
The museum maintains Elgin removed the sculptures legally after Ottoman authorities granted him an imperial edict, or "firman," allowing him do so.

    


But Zeynep Boz, the head of the Turkish Culture Ministry's anti-smuggling committee, said at a meeting of UNESCO's Intergovernmental Committee for Promoting the Return of Cultural Property in Paris that no such document has been found. 




As the successor to the Ottoman Empire, "Turkey is the country that would have the archived document pertaining to things that were sold legally at that time," Boz told The Associated Press Wednesday. "Historians have for years searched the Ottoman archives and have not been able to find a 'firman' proving that the sale was legal, as it is being claimed." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Boz added she felt obliged to intervene during the UNESCO meeting after a British participant said in his speech that the Elgin Marbles were bought legally during the Ottoman era.
"To have remained silent would have amounted to acknowledging the British claim," she said. "I had to say: 'We are not aware of such a document'."

    


The only known existing document referring to the imperial edict is an Italian translation. 
However, Boz said it has "no signature, no stamp, no tughra (official seal of the sultan). Nothing to make it official. The document it allegedly refers to is nowhere to be found."
While ties between Greece and Turkey are often strained and the two countries are at odds over a wide series of issues, including territorial claims, both seek the return of cultural artifacts removed from their territories and currently housed in museums around the world.
Greek Culture Minister Lina Mendoni said the comments bolstered Greece's argument that Elgin illegally removed the sculptures.
"There never was an Ottoman 'firman' granting Elgin the permission to treat the Parthenon Sculptures with the brutality with which he did," Mendoni said Tuesday. "Turkey's representative (at the UNESCO meeting) confirmed what the Greek side has been arguing for years. That there was no 'firman'."
Mendoni said Greece remained "open to dialogue" and would continue its efforts for the return of the sculptures, which have a place set aside for them in the Acropolis Museum in Athens.

    


While the British Museum is banned by law from permanently returning the sculptures, its leaders have held talks in the recent past with Greek officials about a possible compromise that could see the sculptures displayed in both Athens and London. 
Those efforts suffered a setback last November, when a diplomatic spat erupted over the marbles and British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak abruptly canceled a planned meeting with his Greek counterpart, Kyriakos Mitsotakis.
Asked about Boz's comments, the British Museum referred to a statement it gave to the UNESCO meeting reiterating its desire for a "Parthenon partnership" to resolve the dispute, and said it had nothing more to add.
"The British Museum recognizes the strong desire of Greece for the Parthenon Sculptures in London to be returned to Athens," the statement said. "This is a question with a very long history, and we understand and respect the strong feelings that this debate commands."
It said it was "keen to develop a new relationship with Greece -- a 'Parthenon partnership' -- and to explore the possibility of innovative ways of working (with our Greek friends) in the hope that understanding of the Parthenon Sculptures deepens and continues to inspire people across the world."
___
Fraser reported from Ankara, Turkey. Associated Press writer Jill Lawless in London contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/greece-turkey-britain-parthenon-elgin-marbles-e147bfb7070aba568630c7798b0e7c63



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Director Damiano Michieletto invigorates opera with stagings that astonish some, appall others | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Director Damiano Michieletto invigorates opera with stagings that astonish some, appall others

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This image shows director Damiano Michieletto at the Teatro dell'Opera di Roma in Rome on Oct. 10, 2023. His latest production, Massenet's rarely performed "Don Quichotte" is currently at the Paris Opera. (Fabrizio Sansoni via AP)]
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- Damiano Michieletto sat in the last row of the Opera Bastille's front section alongside his production colleagues, watching opening night of Massenet's rarely performed "Don Quichotte."
They bolted at the final note to get backstage for curtain calls and were met with cheers -- not a given with European audiences alternately amazed, addled and appalled by reinvented works known as regietheater.
"When I walk onstage there's a strange sadness in me because everything is finished," Michieletto said. "I'm always relaxed about the audience reaction because if you did your best there's nothing else you can do after that, so just accept what the people think. It's natural and democratic."
The 48-year-old Italian has been prominent on European stages for two decades, known for contemporary conceptions that on occasion cause controversy.

    


Michieletto's version of the 114-year-old "Quichotte" portrayed the title character, based on Miguel de Cervantes' Don Quijote, as stricken with memory lapses, traipsing a 1960s pastel green room while popping pills and swigging amber-colored liquor.
"Don Quichotte is a middle-aged man who's dealing with some -- it's sort of undefined. Is it substance abuse? Is it PTSD? Is it the early stages of dementia? Is it a trauma that keeps sort of digging up inside of him?" said bass-baritone Christian Van Horn, who sang the title character in the staging's May 10 premiere.




A series of gorgeous surreal hallucinations include projected video flashbacks, descending carousel horses and black flamenco dancers emerging from shadows and furniture as Quichotte recalled Dulcinea, a nightclub chanteuse with a retro microphone. The production runs through June 11.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It's a man who is obsessed with the composition of a book," Michieletto said. "He's a writer, and it's a mix of reality with his dreams, with his fantasy and in the memory there are traumatic episodes."

    


Singers learned the concept a few weeks before rehearsals.
"He's always open for discussion. I think Damiano is fine with best idea wins," Van Horn said. "Some directors don't really care for your opinion, He does. He listens and he takes it."
Baritone Etienne Dupuis, who sang Sancho Panca, suggested his character be added on stage to witness moments not contemplated in the original text. Michieletto agreed.
"He's a very serious man, very driven by his vision," Dupuis said. "He will take what you do and get inspired by it and then help you bring it to the next level."
Michieletto gained attention with Jaromir Weinberger's "Svanda the Bagpiper" at the 2003 Wexford Festival in Ireland and "La Gazza Ladra" at the 2007 Rossini Festival in Pesaro, Italy.
He has worked since 2007 with set designer Paolo Fantin, his former student at Venice's Accademia di Belle Arti. They live in adjacent apartment buildings in Treviso.
"Sometimes we start from one concept about the character, sometimes, one concept about the space. Every time is different," Fantin said.
Their partnership created Mozart's "Cosi fan tutte" set in a hotel inspired by Sofia Coppola's film "Lost in Translation," Puccini's "La Boheme" with a roadside food truck, Verdi's "Un Ballo in Machera" as a modern political rally and Saint-Saens' "Samson et Dalila" in which the cast began in contemporary costumes and changed for the bacchanale into attire inspired by Luchino Visconti's movie "La caduta degli dei (The Damned)."

    


Verdi's "Aida" at Munich's Bavarian State Opera last year included an antiwar movie during the Triumphal March, paraplegics as supernumeraries and Radames' head shaved on stage -- inspired by Vincent D'Onofrio's character in Stanley Kubrick's "Full Metal Jacket."
"The idea was to portray the story from the point of view of a soldier who actually is the winner and they celebrate the victory, but at the same time I wanted to show the other side of the victory," Michieletto said. "Being a hero could also mean that you have paid a very high price, I wanted to show the nightmares that conflict and war brings the characters."

    


Michieletto's debut at London's Royal Opera, Rossini's "Guillaume Tell" in 2015, was booed by an audience angered by his addition of a female actor stripped naked and raped. Michieletto was highlighting the abuse of women during wars.
"Opera, theater, art is point of view, and it is normal that maybe sometimes we have not the same point of view," Fantin said. "In London it was a scandal, in Italy (Palermo's Teatro Massimo) it was a success. It is not in every theater the same."
Michieletto's "Samson et Dalila" staging was scheduled for New York in 2018 but was scrapped when Met general manager Peter Gelb concluded it was "somewhat unrelieved in its bleakness."
"I have been following his work with interest for more than 10 years, Gelb said. "I think he's very talented and hopefully the right combination of opera and talent will come together for the Met at some point."

    


Michieletto envisions Wagner, Monteverdi and Berg in his future. He will curate the 2025 summer festival at Rome's Baths of Caracalla, including his own production of Leonard Bernstein's "West Side Story."
New productions next season include Handel's "Messiah" with Berlin's Komische Oper at Hangar 4 of Tempelhof Airport (opening Sept. 21), Donizetti's "La Fille du Regiment (The Daughter of the Regiment)" at the Bavarian State Opera (Dec. 22) and Prokofiev's "Betrothal in a Monastery" at Austria's Theater an der Wien (March 26) followed by the world premiere of Francesco Filidei's "Il Nome della Rosa" at La Scala (April 27).
"I feel it's very important to dedicate energies, working with leading composers and writers to create the stories of today told with the music of today," Michieletto said.
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Whether you go big, small or DIY, there are lots of ways to please dad on Father's Day. 
Homemade cards and drawings, and things made of clay or popsicle sticks, are evergreen options from little hands. So is gathering your top family photos for framing, or knitting up a sweater, hat or socks. 
If store-bought is your jam, try one of these:
A WEIGHTED PILLOW
Is he tied up in stress knots? Weighted pillows are the new weighted blankets, the latter sometimes considered too hot with uneven weight distribution. A weighted pillow from Quiet Mind comes in three sizes and is intended for hugging and laps. While it may be difficult to travel with a weighted blanket, pillows are portable to keep the Zen from deep-pressure stimulation going away from home. $179 and up, depending on size. Available at Onequietmind.com.
A LEATHER-BOUND BOOK
From historic ballparks and all things Kobe Bryant to ideas for epic hikes and the beauty of the national parks, Quince has on offer a range of lovely, leather-bound, coffee-table books. There's one for just about any kind of dad, also including Julia Child's "Mastering the Art of French Cooking" and a collection of Randal Ford's dog portraits. Starting at $89.90. Available at Quince.

    


AN URBANITE GRILL
Got a city-dweller? Grilling can be problematic on fire escapes, balconies and parks that don't allow open flames. The Kenyon City Grill is electric, smokeless and highly portable. Plug it in and dial up temperatures that go over 550 degrees. There's a disposable and therefore replaceable drip pan. $695. Available on Amazon and the Kenyon website. 


SOME SMART SUNGLASSES
Tech-enabled glasses are abundant these days. Reviews are up and down by brand so choose carefully. A new entry from Lucyd, the Eddie Bauer x Lucyd collection, has enhanced audio quality and easy access to the voice assistant. They come in several styles, from aviator to rimless. Most styles come in 13 colors. A charging dock is included. They play music. They take calls. They use Siri. They have a 12-hour battery life. Is he ready to take the leap? Starting at $229 on the Lucyd website.
A SKIN-CARE SYSTEM

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Dads, they have skin too. And some may care enough to follow through with a full regimen. For dads into self care, try the Jan Marini Men's System. It touts impact for all skin types. Age prevention, hydration, sun protection and a shaving gel included. $260. Available on the Jan Marini website.

    


A WORLD WAR II HERO
She was the 11,000-ton Mighty Moo, the light aircraft carrier that could. Intelligence officer Nathan Canestaro went in search of his grandfather's service history during the war. In the process, he uncovered the story of the USS Cowpens, on which his relative served. The result is a book of history, "The Mighty Moo." The Cowpens and her crew earned 12 Battle Stars. At the war's end, she was the only US aircraft carrier in Tokyo Bay to witness Japan's surrender. (Grand Central, $35.) Releases June 11. Widely available. 
SOME CRAZY BAD DADS
Darth Vader. Walter White. The Godfather. Comedy writer Glenn Boozan has followed up his cute illustrated bestseller "There are Moms Way Worse Than You" with a version for dad. The idea? To let him know he's nowhere near the top of the bad parent pyramid: "On days when you feel `Dad guilt' about the things you did, at least you've never had to say, `Honey, I shrunk the kids.'" (Workman, $10.48). "There are Dads Way Worse Than You" is illustrated by Priscilla Witte. Widely available.

    


A HIKING BABY CARRIER
A gift for both moms and dads since it's easily adjustable, the Osprey Poco LT Child Carrier has earned top reviews for short hikes and everyday outings. It comes in black, blue and green with an SPF sunshade for baby. The frame is lightweight with a stable platform to set the carrier down. The best part: It weighs a smidge over 5 pounds. $179.99 at Rei.com. Widely available elsewhere. 
AN INSTA-CAMERA WITH PIZZAZZ
Mini Polaroid cameras and their instant photo lookalikes have been having a moment in the last few years. The Instax Mini 99 by Fujifilm is great for a dad who just wants to have fun with instant photography. It has a color effect dial with six looks. It also has five brightness levels, shooting modes that include double exposures, a self-timer, a way to add a frame around the image and landscape, portrait and macros focus options. Photos are 62 mm x 46 mm. $199. Widely available. 

    


A BIT OF RAINBOW PRIDE
June is Pride Month. Gift dad a buy-in with a piece from Levi's Rainbow Rodeo collection. There's a trucker cap and jacket in studded cream. There's a muscle tank, cowboy bandana and a shiny gold vest and pants. Lots of other Pride gear is out there if nothing at Levi's does it for you. Trucker cap, $35. Trucker jacket, $148. Bandana, $30. Gold jeans, $128. Available at Levi.com.
FOR DADS WHO WEAR SOCKS
Novelty socks. They're everywhere. Uncommon Goods sells a pair all about the banning of books. One sock has book titles blacked out. The other doesn't. $12. If those don't appeal, the site also has zodiac socks and a whole bunch more. Head to Amazon for pizza socks that come in, yes, a pizza box. 
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Colson Whitehead's latest literary honor feels very much at home. 
The author's "Crook Manifesto," a crime story set in 1970s Harlem and centered on a beleaguered furniture store owner, is this year's winner of the Gotham Book Prize for an outstanding work about New York City. The $50,000 award was established four years ago by bookstore owner-philanthropist Bradley Tusk and political strategist Howard Wolfson. 
''Crook Manifesto is a portrait of a man, but also his city," Whitehead, a native New Yorker, said in a statement Wednesday. "Capturing the dynamism of my hometown and its crazy citizens is at the heart of the project, so I can't express how lovely it is for the book to be recognized by the Gotham Book Prize."
In a joint statement, Tusk and Wolfson praised Whitehead's novel as the kind of book they had hoped to celebrate, one that captures "the city in all of its complexity."

    


Previous winners of the Gotham Prize include Andrea Elliott's nonfiction "Invisible Child" and the James McBride novel "Deacon King Kong." 
Whitehead is among the country's most celebrated authors, a two-time Pulitzer Prize winner whose works include "The Underground Railroad" and "The Nickel Boys." He has called "Crook Manifesto" the second book of a planned Harlem trilogy, which began in 2021 with "Harlem Shuffle."
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Vice President Kamala Harris spent part of a Tuesday episode of "Jimmy Kimmel Live!" rehashing how she found out about former President Donald Trump's conviction on 34 felony counts in his criminal hush money trial.
She deflected a light-hearted question from Kimmel about whether the people she watched the verdict with were "pretending to not be happy" when the conviction was announced. She instead spoke of the six-week deliberations and the 12-person jury, before adding "the reality is, cheaters don't like getting caught."
Trump, the presumptive Republican presidential nominee, was convicted on all counts related to a scheme during his 2016 presidential campaign to pay off porn actor Stormy Daniels, who said the two had sex. The former president slammed the verdict as politically motivated, and has blamed it on Biden -- while seeking to make himself a political martyr in the eyes of supporters, suggesting that if this could happen to him, similar things might befall them.

    


Harris' comments came a day after President Joe Biden tore into his predecessor and likely opponent in November's election for sowing doubt in the judicial process, 
"It's reckless and dangerous and downright irresponsible for anyone to say that it's rigged just because you don't like the verdict," Biden said at a Greenwich, Connecticut, fundraiser on Monday night.
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                                        Starting in 2010, police searching for a missing woman found 10 sets of human remains in the scrub along a barrier island parkway, not far from the sands of New York's remote Gilgo Beach. Police almost immediately feared some were left by a serial killer.
Over the years, investigators used DNA analysis and other clues to identify the victims, many of whom were sex workers. In some cases, they were able to connect them to remains found elsewhere on Long Island years earlier. Police also began reexamining other unsolved killings of women found dead on Long Island.
Prosecutors have charged a Long Island architect, Rex Heuermann in six slayings and indicated he is a suspect in a seventh.
Here is a timeline of the investigation:
Nov. 20, 1993: Two hunters discover the body of Sandra Costilla, 28, in a wooded area of North Sea, a hamlet in the Hamptons near the eastern end of Long Island. Costilla had been living in New York City.

    


April 20, 1996: The partial remains of Karen Vergata are discovered on Fire Island, a barrier beach off Long Island's southern coast. Her name remains unknown to investigators until 2022, when new DNA analysis helps them make an identification. Vergata, 34, was last in contact with her family on Feb. 14, 1996. She was involved in sex work when she vanished.




June 28, 1997: The partial remains of a woman, nicknamed "Peaches" by investigators after a tattoo on her body, are discovered stuffed inside a plastic tub in a state park in West Hempstead, New York. Her identity remains unknown.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

September 2000: The partial skeletal remains of Valerie Mack, who had been working as an escort in Philadelphia, are found in a wooded area in Manorville, New York. Mack, 24, was last seen by her family in the spring or summer of that year in Port Republic, New Jersey.
July 26, 2003: The partial skeletal remains of Jessica Taylor are discovered in a wooded area of Manorville. She was 20 when she vanished and had been an escort working in New York City.

    


July 9, 2007: Maureen Brainard-Barnes, 25, who had traveled to New York City from her home in Norwich, Connecticut, for sex work, is last heard from by a friend. She says she is leaving her hotel to meet a client. Investigators later say cellphone records showed her phone was last used on Long Island.
July 10, 2009: Melissa Barthelemy, a 24-year-old sex worker, is last seen at her apartment in the Bronx. She tells a friend she is going to see a man and would be back in the morning. Cellphone location data puts her phone's last known location on Long Island.
July 17, 2009: A man begins using Barthelemy's mobile phone to make taunting phone calls to her relatives. There are additional calls on July 23, Aug. 5, Aug. 19 and Aug. 26. In one, a man says he killed her.
May 1, 2010: Shannan Gilbert, a sex worker, disappears in the barrier island community of Oak Beach, New York, after fleeing the house of a client and banging on a neighbor's door. In a recorded 911 call, she tells a dispatcher people are after her, but she can also be heard refusing offers of help. Her pimp, the client and his neighbor all tell police she appeared disoriented and ran into the night on her own.

    


June 6, 2010: Megan Waterman, 22, who had traveled to Long Island from Maine for sex work, is last seen at a motel in Hauppauge, New York.
Sept. 2, 2010: Amber Lynn Costello, 27, is last seen leaving her home in West Babylon to meet with a sex work client. A male friend later tells investigators he noticed a Chevrolet Avalanche, presumably driven by the client.
December 11, 2010: A police officer and his dog discover Barthelemy's remains while conducting a training exercise along Ocean Parkway.
Dec. 13, 2010: Police find the bodies of Costello, Brainard-Barnes and Waterman on the same quarter-mile stretch of Ocean Parkway where Barthelemy's remains were located.
Dec. 14, 2010: Suffolk County Police Commissioner Richard Dormer publicly announces the discovery of the bodies and says a serial killer might be to blame. Police expand the search, looking for additional remains or for any sign of Gilbert.

    


March 29, 2011: Some of Taylor's remains are discovered along Ocean Parkway.
April 4, 2011: Additional remains of Valerie Mack are found along Ocean Parkway. Near those remains, investigators also find the remains of an unidentified female toddler, later identified through DNA as the daughter of "Peaches." Elsewhere on the parkway, investigators discover the remains of an Asian male. Investigators estimate he died five to 10 years earlier and was in his late teens or early 20s. He still has not been identified.
April 11, 2011: Additional remains of Vergata are discovered along Ocean Parkway, several miles west of Gilgo Beach. Police also find remains belonging to "Peaches" along the beach parkway.
Dec. 13, 2011: Gilbert's skeletal remains are discovered in a tidal marsh near Oak Beach. After an autopsy and further investigation, Suffolk Police say she most likely accidentally drowned. Her family still suspects she was slain. One expert hired by the family said it was possible her death was a homicide.

    


January 2022: The Suffolk County district attorney convenes a new task force to investigate the Gilgo Beach killings.
July 13, 2023: Investigators arrest Heuermann and charge him with murdering Costello, Waterman and Barthelemy. They say they also believe he killed Brainard-Barnes, but do not initially charge him with her killing. The key evidence in the case is mobile phone location data suggesting that Heuermann and the women were in the same places at some of the same times, and traces of DNA found on the remains.
Jan. 16, 2024: Heuermann is charged in the death of Brainard-Barnes. Prosecutors say a hair found with her corpse is genetically similar to a DNA sample from Heuermann's wife.
Late April 2024: Police conduct a new, multiday search of a wooded area in Manorville where Taylor and Mack's remains were discovered more than a decade earlier. They also perform a new search on the spot where Costilla's body was discovered in 1993.
May 20, 2024: Investigators launch a new search of Heuermann's home. It lasts nearly a week.
June 6, 2024: Heuermann is charged with murdering Costilla and Taylor. He pleads not guilty. Prosecutors say he is also a suspect in Mack's death, but he is not charged. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/gilgo-beach-long-island-serial-killer-e3f08a2c6bfc8f573677fc1c5f09861d



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Lawyer wants to move the trial for the killing of a University of Mississippi student | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Lawyer wants to move the trial for the killing of a University of Mississippi student

                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        OXFORD, Miss. (AP) -- A trial for the killing of a University of Mississippi student should be moved to a part of the state where publicity won't have made it too difficult to find an unbiased jury, the defendant's lawyer says.
Attorney Kevin Horan filed court papers Monday requesting that the capital murder trial of Sheldon "Timothy" Herrington Jr. be moved out of Lafayette County, where the university is located and where Jimmy "Jay" Lee disappeared July 8, 2022.
Lee, 20, was last seen at an apartment complex in Oxford, and his body has not been found. He was well known in the local LGBTQ community, where his disappearance sparked fear. 
Police said cellphone history showed conversations between Herrington and Lee that morning. They said Herrington also searched online about international travel and "how long it takes to strangle someone" minutes after Lee said he was on his way to Herrington's apartment. Surveillance video recorded Herrington running from where Lee's car was found, and he was later seen picking up a shovel and wheelbarrow at his parents' house, authorities said.

    


Herrington has maintained his innocence.




In requesting a venue change for the Oct. 15 trial, Horan pointed to news coverage and social media posts with "negative and false information about Herrington, and positive information and support of 'Jay' Lee." Horan also said the Lafayette County Circuit Clerk's office has received numerous letters supporting Lee, the Northeast Mississippi Daily Journal reported.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Horan said Lee's supporters have concluded that Herrington is guilty and "'justice' must be served."
Herrington, who had graduated from the university, was arrested two weeks after Lee vanished, then released five months later on a $250,000 bond after agreeing to surrender his passport and wear an ankle monitor. A grand jury in March 2023 indicted him on a capital murder charge. 
Prosecutors have announced they do not intend to pursue the death penalty, meaning he could get a life sentence if convicted. Mississippi law defines capital murder as a killing committed along with another felony -- in this case, kidnapping.
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    [image: FILE - Beachgoers enjoy the walk at low tide out to Fox Island off of Popham Beach State Park in Phippsburg, Maine, June 26, 2007. Jamie Acord, from Maine, learned the hard way over the weekend that quicksand doesn't just happen in jungles or rainforests in Hollywood movies -- she was walking at the water's edge at Popham Beach State Park when she sunk to her hips in a split second. (AP Photo/Pat Wellenbach, File)]
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                                        PHIPPSBURG, Maine (AP) -- A Maine woman enjoying a walk on a popular beach learned that quicksand doesn't just happen in Hollywood movies in jungles or rainforests.
Jamie Acord was walking at the water's edge at Popham Beach State Park over the weekend when she sunk to her hips in a split second, letting out a stunned scream. She told her husband, "I can't get out!"
"I couldn't feel the bottom," she said. "I couldn't find my footing."
Within seconds, her husband had pulled her from the sand trap, the sand filled in, and the stunned couple wondered what just happened? 
It turns out that quicksand, known as supersaturated sand, is a real thing around the world, even in Maine, far from the jungle locations where Hollywood has used it to add drama by ensnaring actors.
Thankfully, real life is not like in the movies. 
People who're caught in supersaturated sand remain buoyant -- people don't sink in quicksand -- allowing them to float and wriggle themselves to safety, said Jim Britt, spokesperson for the Maine Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry.

    


"People hear the word quicksand they think jungle movie. The reality with this supersaturated sand is you're not going to go under," he said.




In this case, climate changed played a role in the episode at the state's busiest state park beach, which draws more than 225,000 visitors each year, Britt said. A series of winter storms rerouted a river that pours into the ocean, softening the sand in area where beachgoers are more apt to walk, necessitating the placement warning signs by park staff, he said. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Acord took to social media to warn others after her episode on Saturday, when she and her husband Patrick were strolling on the beach. Acord was collecting trash so her hands were full when she sunk. 
It all happened so fast she didn't have time to be scared, but she worries that it would be frightening for someone who was alone, especially a child who might be traumatized. "A kid would be scared," she said.
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    [image: Volunteers collect trash items during a park cleanup on Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2023, at Anacostia Park in Washington. For decades, the Anacostia was treated as a municipal dumping ground for industrial waste, storm sewers and trash. That contamination largely affected the communities of color that the river intersects. (AP Photo/Tom Brenner)]
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            2 of 18 | Volunteers wait for instructions from Riverkeeper leader Trey Sherard following a cleanup on Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2023, at Anacostia Park in Washington. For decades, the Anacostia was treated as a municipal dumping ground for industrial waste, storm sewers and trash. A sewer upgrade in the city and decades of local environmental advocacy have brought improvements to the river, but change has come slowly. (AP Photo/Tom Brenner)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 18
Volunteers wait for instructions from Riverkeeper leader Trey Sherard following a cleanup on Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2023, at Anacostia Park in Washington. For decades, the Anacostia was treated as a municipal dumping ground for industrial waste, storm sewers and trash. A sewer upgrade in the city and decades of local environmental advocacy have brought improvements to the river, but change has come slowly. (AP Photo/Tom Brenner)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Volunteers carry bags of trash collected along the river trail to a sorting site on Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2023, at Anacostia Park in Washington. For decades, the Anacostia was treated as a municipal dumping ground for industrial waste, storm sewers and trash. A sewer upgrade in the city and decades of local environmental advocacy have brought improvements to the river, but change has come slowly. (AP Photo/Tom Brenner)]
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[image: Bruce Holmes poses for a photo on Wednesday, May 1, 2024, at Anacostia Park in Washington. Bruce, a native resident of Washington, D.C., teaches kids in the area about fishing along the Anacostia River. (AP Photo/Tom Brenner)]
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[image: Bruce Holmes observes a train passing over the Anacosita River on Wednesday, May 1, 2024, at Anacostia Park in Washington. Bruce, a native resident of Washington, D.C., teaches kids in the area about fishing along the Anacostia River. (AP Photo/Tom Brenner)]
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[image: An Anacostia Riverkeeper boat passes along the river during a tour on Wednesday, May 1, 2024, at Anacostia Park in Washington. To help change long-held perceptions that the water is still as polluted as it once was, Anacostia Riverkeeper, an environmental nonprofit, has organized a swim event along a small stretch of the river designated safe for swimming. (AP Photo/Tom Brenner)]
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[image: A person rows a boat along the Anacostia River on Wednesday, May 1, 2024, near Anacostia Park in Washington. For decades, the Anacostia was treated as a municipal dumping ground for industrial waste, storm sewers and trash. A sewer upgrade in the city and decades of local environmental advocacy have brought improvements to the river, but change has come slowly. (AP Photo/Tom Brenner)]
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[image: A volunteer uses a scale to weigh trash collected on the bank of the Anacostia River following a cleanup, on Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2023, at Anacostia Park in Washington. For decades, the Anacostia was treated as a municipal dumping ground for industrial waste, storm sewers and trash. A sewer upgrade in the city and decades of local environmental advocacy have brought improvements to the river, but change has come slowly. (AP Photo/Tom Brenner)]
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[image: Anacostia Riverkeeper Trey Sherard examines a volunteer's trash weigh-in following a park cleanup on Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2023, at Anacostia Park in Washington. For decades, the Anacostia was treated as a municipal dumping ground for industrial waste, storm sewers and trash. A sewer upgrade in the city and decades of local environmental advocacy have brought improvements to the river, but change has come slowly. (AP Photo/Tom Brenner)]
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[image: Volunteers collect trash items during a park cleanup on Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2023, at Anacostia Park in Washington. For decades, the Anacostia was treated as a municipal dumping ground for industrial waste, storm sewers and trash. A sewer upgrade in the city and decades of local environmental advocacy have brought improvements to the river, but change has come slowly. (AP Photo/Tom Brenner)]
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Volunteers collect trash items during a park cleanup on Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2023, at Anacostia Park in Washington. For decades, the Anacostia was treated as a municipal dumping ground for industrial waste, storm sewers and trash. A sewer upgrade in the city and decades of local environmental advocacy have brought improvements to the river, but change has come slowly. (AP Photo/Tom Brenner)
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[image: A volunteer holds a discarded football following a trash collection on Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2023, at Anacostia Park in Washington. For decades, the Anacostia was treated as a municipal dumping ground for industrial waste, storm sewers and trash. A sewer upgrade in the city and decades of local environmental advocacy have brought improvements to the river, but change has come slowly. (AP Photo/Tom Brenner)]
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[image: Volunteer Marc Gazda discards foam during a park cleanup on Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2023, at Anacostia Park in Washington. For decades, the Anacostia was treated as a municipal dumping ground for industrial waste, storm sewers and trash. A sewer upgrade in the city and decades of local environmental advocacy have brought improvements to the river, but change has come slowly. (AP Photo/Tom Brenner)]
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[image: A bicyclist rides along a shoreline paved trail on Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2023, at Anacostia Park in Washington. For decades, the Anacostia was treated as a municipal dumping ground for industrial waste, storm sewers and trash. (AP Photo/Tom Brenner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 18 | A bicyclist rides along a shoreline paved trail on Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2023, at Anacostia Park in Washington. For decades, the Anacostia was treated as a municipal dumping ground for industrial waste, storm sewers and trash. (AP Photo/Tom Brenner)
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[image: People walk along a dock on Wednesday, May 1, 2024, at Anacostia Park in Washington. For decades, the Anacostia was treated as a municipal dumping ground for industrial waste, storm sewers and trash. A sewer upgrade in the city and decades of local environmental advocacy have brought improvements to the river, but change has come slowly. (AP Photo/Tom Brenner)]
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[image: A pedestrian walks near the Fredrick Douglass Bridge on Thursday, Nov. 16, 2023, at Anacostia Park in Washington. Constriction cranes have been increasingly visible as more residential buildings have been developed throughout the Anacostia section of Washington. (AP Photo/Tom Brenner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 18 | A pedestrian walks near the Fredrick Douglass Bridge on Thursday, Nov. 16, 2023, at Anacostia Park in Washington. Constriction cranes have been increasingly visible as more residential buildings have been developed throughout the Anacostia section of Washington. (AP Photo/Tom Brenner)
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A pedestrian walks near the Fredrick Douglass Bridge on Thursday, Nov. 16, 2023, at Anacostia Park in Washington. Constriction cranes have been increasingly visible as more residential buildings have been developed throughout the Anacostia section of Washington. (AP Photo/Tom Brenner)
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[image: Volunteers collect trash items during a park cleanup on Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2023, at Anacostia Park in Washington. For decades, the Anacostia was treated as a municipal dumping ground for industrial waste, storm sewers and trash. A sewer upgrade in the city and decades of local environmental advocacy have brought improvements to the river, but change has come slowly. (AP Photo/Tom Brenner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 18 | Volunteers collect trash items during a park cleanup on Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2023, at Anacostia Park in Washington. For decades, the Anacostia was treated as a municipal dumping ground for industrial waste, storm sewers and trash. A sewer upgrade in the city and decades of local environmental advocacy have brought improvements to the river, but change has come slowly. (AP Photo/Tom Brenner)
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Volunteers collect trash items during a park cleanup on Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2023, at Anacostia Park in Washington. For decades, the Anacostia was treated as a municipal dumping ground for industrial waste, storm sewers and trash. A sewer upgrade in the city and decades of local environmental advocacy have brought improvements to the river, but change has come slowly. (AP Photo/Tom Brenner)
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[image: A deceased gar fish floats near a discarded beverage container on Wednesday, May 1, 2024, at Anacostia Park in Washington. For decades, the Anacostia was treated as a municipal dumping ground for industrial waste, storm sewers and trash. A sewer upgrade in the city and decades of local environmental advocacy have brought improvements to the river, but change has come slowly. (AP Photo/Tom Brenner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 18 | A deceased gar fish floats near a discarded beverage container on Wednesday, May 1, 2024, at Anacostia Park in Washington. For decades, the Anacostia was treated as a municipal dumping ground for industrial waste, storm sewers and trash. A sewer upgrade in the city and decades of local environmental advocacy have brought improvements to the river, but change has come slowly. (AP Photo/Tom Brenner)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    17 of 18
A deceased gar fish floats near a discarded beverage container on Wednesday, May 1, 2024, at Anacostia Park in Washington. For decades, the Anacostia was treated as a municipal dumping ground for industrial waste, storm sewers and trash. A sewer upgrade in the city and decades of local environmental advocacy have brought improvements to the river, but change has come slowly. (AP Photo/Tom Brenner)
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[image: Volunteer Rosemarie Hepner carries a bag during a shoreline trash pickup on Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2023, at Anacostia Park in Washington. For decades, the Anacostia was treated as a municipal dumping ground for industrial waste, storm sewers and trash. A sewer upgrade in the city and decades of local environmental advocacy have brought improvements to the river, but change has come slowly. (AP Photo/Tom Brenner)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 18 | Volunteer Rosemarie Hepner carries a bag during a shoreline trash pickup on Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2023, at Anacostia Park in Washington. For decades, the Anacostia was treated as a municipal dumping ground for industrial waste, storm sewers and trash. A sewer upgrade in the city and decades of local environmental advocacy have brought improvements to the river, but change has come slowly. (AP Photo/Tom Brenner)
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Volunteer Rosemarie Hepner carries a bag during a shoreline trash pickup on Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2023, at Anacostia Park in Washington. For decades, the Anacostia was treated as a municipal dumping ground for industrial waste, storm sewers and trash. A sewer upgrade in the city and decades of local environmental advocacy have brought improvements to the river, but change has come slowly. (AP Photo/Tom Brenner)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Bruce Holmes, 65, grew up fishing on the Anacostia River, a 9-mile (14-kilometer) urban waterway that flows through Washington, D.C. and parts of Maryland, and has long been defined by pollution and neglect.
Back then, Holmes would keep what he caught with his family -- usually carp or catfish -- and take it home to fry. It was the 1970's, and he didn't know how contaminated the water was.
"There wasn't no throwing it back in," Holmes said, "Whatever we caught we ate. Or we sold." 
Now, decades later, Holmes no longer eats what he catches from the Anacostia as he's learned more about the river, but teaches adults and children in the capital how to fish as the river undergoes something of a comeback. He hopes the fishing lessons double as a clarion call to help clean up and maintain the river he grew up around.
Sometimes called D.C.'s "forgotten river," the Anacostia River is shorter, shallower and harder to navigate than the more famous Potomac, which cuts through the city's storied landmarks and is steeped in Revolutionary and American Civil War history. For decades, the Anacostia was treated as a municipal dumping ground for industrial waste, storm sewers and trash. That contamination largely affected the communities of color that the river intersects. 

    


In recent years, things have started to improve, but change has come slowly.



    
        
            
                
 
            

        

    

INFRASTRUCTURE UPGRADES 
It's still illegal to swim in the Anacostia because of E. coli levels that test above the threshold deemed safe for human exposure, but in recent years, a $3.29 billion sewer upgrade in D.C. has reduced sewage overflows into the river, keeping large amounts of waste out.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A series of tunnels drilled under the city capture storm and sewage water that previously flowed into the Anacostia. Since 2018, when the first segment went online, the upgrades have reduced outflows of sewage and wastewater by 91%, according to DC Water, the city's water utility. 

    


Last fall, the final section of the Anacostia Tunnel System went online. The overall system is expected to reduce overflows into the river by 98%.
Still, the Anacostia received a failing grade for the third time in six years last year from a nonprofit that grades the river's health based on its fecal bacteria content and the state of its aquatic vegetation.
The Anacostia River Watershed tested the river for fecal bacteria, dissolved oxygen -- needed by all aquatic animals -- and algae levels, as well as the health of its aquatic vegetation and clarity of its water. 
"The trend line is moving up," said Chris Williams, director of the Anacostia River Watershed. "Twenty-five years ago, it was one of the most polluted rivers in the country," he said, contrasting that to the past few years "where the water quality is pretty steadily improving."
ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE
For many involved in the Anacostia's clean-up, the history of the river, its neglect and industrial pollution are inextricable from the city's racial history.
The river and the surrounding 1,200-acre (4.85-square kilometer) Anacostia River Park that reaches into parts of Maryland across the D.C. boundary were where communities of color swam, fished and recreated.

    


"Because there are low-income communities around the river, it can seem like they're responsible for the pollution," said Akiima Price, executive director of Friends of Anacostia Park, an organization that works in the communities surrounding the river.
"But it comes from everywhere, all over the watershed," she said.
That was acknowledged last year when Pepco, the city's utility, reached an agreement with the District of Columbia to pay more than $57 million for discharging hazardous chemicals from their power plants into soil, groundwater and storm sewers for decades that polluted the Anacostia and other areas. The settlement was believed to be the largest in the utility's history.
The payments will be used in part to clean up the river, including addressing contamination from its former power plants. Other measures the city government instituted like a fee on plastic bags since 2009 have also helped keep trash out, experts say. 

    


To Price, the work is ongoing. "There are still challenges," she said, "but people feel more connected to the river."
MAKING IT SWIMMABLE
To help change long-held perceptions that the water is still as polluted as it once was, Anacostia Riverkeeper, another environmental nonprofit, has organized a swim event along a small stretch of the river designated safe for swimming.
This year's event will take place at the end of June near Kingman Island, a patch of land in the middle of the river. If the event goes as planned, it would mark the first time in more than a half-century that D.C. residents could legally swim in the river, after the city prohibited doing so in any of its waterways in 1971. Last year, the same event was canceled after a storm raised bacteria levels in the river because of sewage overflows. 

    


"It's not lost on me that we're overturning over 50 years of discourse about the river," said Quinn Molner, operations director at Anacostia Riverkeeper. Around 200 people are expected to participate in the swim, Molner said, despite the skepticism her organization encountered when they first announced the event. "A lot of people that have lived in this area for a long time knew this river when it was not so great." 
Holmes is one of them. A lifelong resident of Southeast D.C., still a predominantly Black and less affluent part of the city, Holmes said he's doubtful that in just a few years, the river in its entirety will be swimmable and fishable.
"That's a little bit of a stretch," he said, "but I can actually say, because I've been fishing out here for years, I've seen some big changes."
___
The Associated Press receives support from the Walton Family Foundation for coverage of water and environmental policy. The AP is solely responsible for all content. For all of AP's environmental coverage, visit https://apnews.com/hub/climate-and-environment
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    [image: This photo provided by the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission shows an example of a Good Earth Rechargeable Integrated Light being recalled on Thursday, June 6, 2024, following a reported consumer death. According to the agency, Good Earth Lighting's now-recalled integrated light bars have batteries that can overheat -- and cause the unit to catch on fire. (U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 2 | This photo provided by the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission shows an example of a Good Earth Rechargeable Integrated Light being recalled on Thursday, June 6, 2024, following a reported consumer death. According to the agency, Good Earth Lighting's now-recalled integrated light bars have batteries that can overheat -- and cause the unit to catch on fire. (U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission via AP)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- More than 1.2 million rechargeable lights are under recall in the U.S. and Canada following a report of one consumer death.
According to a Thursday notice from the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission, Good Earth Lighting's now-recalled integrated light bars have batteries that can overheat -- and cause the unit to catch on fire. That can pose serious burn and smoke inhalation risks.
To date, the CPSC notes that there's been one report of a consumer who died, although specifics of the incident were not immediately released. Another consumer was treated for smoke inhalation when the light caused a fire in their home last year, the CPSC added -- and Good Earth Lighting is aware of nine additional reports of these products overheating, six of which resulted in fires and property damage.
In a statement, Good Earth Lighting said it decided to conduct a voluntary recall "after investigating the circumstances" of reported incidents -- and removed the lights involved from sale to the public in January, "out of an abundance of caution."

    


The lithium-ion battery-powered lights are intended be alternatives to permanent fixtures in places where wiring may be difficult, such as closets, staircases and cupboards. The products impacted by the recall can be identified by their model numbers: RE1122, RE1145, RE1362 and RE1250.




According to the CPSC, some 1.2 million of these lights were sold at hardware and home improvement stores -- including Lowe's, Ace Hardware and Meijer -- as well as online at Amazon, GoodEarthLighting.com and more between October 2017 and January 2024 in the U.S. An additional 37,800 were sold in Canada.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Both regulators and Good Earth Lighting urge those in possession of these recalled products to stop using them immediately. 
Good Earth Lighting is offering free light replacement bars to impacted consumers. You can learn more about registering -- including instructions on how to safely dispose of the recalled lights -- by contacting the company or visiting its website.
The Mount Prospect, Illinois-based company added it "will continue to hold ourselves to the highest quality and safety standards so that consumers feel safe and confident in their decision to purchase our highly energy-efficient and eco-friendly lighting products."
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- U.S. stocks are drifting Thursday as Wall Street's momentum cools following its latest record-setting day.
The S&P 500 was 0.2% lower in afternoon trading, a day after leaping to set an all-time high for the 25th time this year. The Dow Jones Industrial Average was up 17 points, or 0.1%, as of 12:27 p.m. Eastern time, and the Nasdaq composite was down 0.2% a day after hitting its own record.
Big Lots tumbled 18.5% after reporting a larger loss for the latest quarter than expected. The retailer said it missed targets for sales because its customers are continuing to pull back on their spending, particularly for things that aren't essentials.
Another retailer, Five Below, gave more discouraging comments about how its customers are doing. Its profit and revenue last quarter fell short of analysts' expectations, and CEO Joel Anderson said struggles for the company's core lower-income customers dragged on results, even as it saw strong growth from its higher-income customers. Five Below's stock fell 12.5%.

    


Many retailers and other companies have been highlighting a split between their customers making lower and higher incomes. Inflation is particularly hurting those at the lower end, who are struggling to keep up with a cost of living that's still rising, even if inflation is not as fast as before. That threatens to crack a linchpin that's kept the U.S. economy out of a recession despite high interest rates: strong spending by U.S. households.




Another factor that's helped U.S. consumer spending stay so strong has been a remarkably solid job market. But a report on Thursday showed some potential softening there as well.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

More U.S. workers applied for unemployment benefits last week than the week before, when economists were expecting to see a slight decline. The numbers are still low compared with history, but they could suggest some slowing in the job market.

    


Wall Street is actually hoping for just such a slowdown. That's because a cooldown can drive inflation lower and convince the Federal Reserve to deliver the cuts to interest rates that traders desire so much. The danger is if the slowdown for the economy overshoots and turns into a recession, which would ultimately hurt stock prices.
In a potentially discouraging signal for markets, a separate report on Thursday said the productivity of U.S. workers wasn't quite as strong in the first three months of the year as economists thought. That's key because strong productivity gains could allow wages for U.S. workers to keep rising without adding as much upward pressure on inflation.
After the economic reports, Treasury yields were holding relatively steady. The yield on the 10-year Treasury rose to 4.29% from 4.28% late Wednesday.
The two-year yield, which moves more on expectations for Fed action, held steady at 4.73%.
On Wall Street, Lululemon Athletica climbed 5.7% after reporting better profit for the latest quarter than analysts expected, in large part because of strong growth in sales outside the Americas. J.M. Smucker rose 5.4% after the company behind Uncrustables and Jif peanut butter likewise topped profit expectations.

    


Robinhood Markets rose 5.4% after saying it agreed to buy Bitstamp, a cryptocurrency exchange. Robinhood said the deal, which still needs regulatory approvals, will bring in customers from around the world, including the European Union and Asia. 
Nvidia reversed an early gain and slipped 2.3% a day after becoming the third company to see its total value top $3 trillion. The chip company has been riding a tidal wave of enthusiasm for artificial-intelligence technology. 
The week's big event will likely arrive on Friday, when the U.S. government offers the latest monthly update on the job market. Economists expect it to show slight accelerations in hiring and average hourly wage gains from the month before.
As of now, virtually no one expects the Federal Reserve to make any move on interest rates at its meeting next week. But the hope is still for the Fed to cut its main interest rate at least once this year, down from its highest level in more than two decades.

    


The European Central Bank on Thursday became the latest in the world to cut its own interest rates. The bank's president, Christine Lagarde, said inflation there had eased enough to begin lower rates but declined to say how the future path lower would look.
Stock indexes rose modestly in Europe following the widely expected decision. They were mixed in Asia, with indexes up 0.6% in Tokyo, down 0.5% in Shanghai and closed for trading because of a holiday in Seoul.
___
AP Writers Matt Ott and Zimo Zhong contributed.
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                                        CEDAR RAPIDS, Iowa (AP) -- A man is accused of killing three people and badly injuring a fourth by attacking them with a metal pipe at a rural Iowa home, authorities said Thursday.
Authorities were still investigating what led to the attack, but Sheriff Brian Gardner said in a news release that among the possible motives was that the crime might be made into a movie. He did not elaborate.
Luke Truesdell, 34, of Marion, was charged Thursday with three counts of first-degree murder and one count of attempted murder, Linn County Attorney Nick Maybanks said. It wasn't immediately clear if Truesdell had an attorney. He did not have a listed phone number.
The Linn County Sheriff's Office found the victims after being called Wednesday to a home about 12 miles (19 kilometers) north of Cedar Rapids.
Gardner identified those killed as 44-year-old Romondus Lamar Cooper of Cedar Rapids, 26-year-old Keonna Victoria Ryan of Cedar Rapids, and 33-year-old Amanda Sue Parker of Vinton, Iowa. Brent Anthony Brown, 34, survived but is in critical condition, the sheriff said.
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                                        MADISON, Wis. (AP) -- With a "Shawshank Redemption"-style stone exterior and high castle-like guarded towers, Wisconsin's oldest prison, built in the 1850s, has long been a target for closure amid concerns about deterioration, extended lockdowns and staffing shortfalls.
The charges brought Wednesday against the warden and eight of his staffers related to the deaths of two inmates there in the past year are only fueling calls for Wisconsin to take action. 
"It really made me kind of feel sick yesterday when I saw the complaint," said Mark Born, a former county jail prison guard who now serves as co-chair of the state Legislature's budget committee. "It definitely has put the Department of Corrections on notice."
State Rep. Michael Schraa, chair of the Assembly committee that oversees prisons, said he was shocked when he heard about the charges. He plans to use his legislative authority to issue subpoenas and call public hearings to gather more details.

    


"It angered me," Schraa said of the charges. "It just gave me a more resolute determination to get to the bottom of this and to put protocols in place so it doesn't happen again."




There have been calls for years, from both Republicans and Democrats, to close both the prison in Waupun and another built in the 1800s in Green Bay. But concerns over job losses in the communities and the cost of building a new prison -- perhaps as high as $1 billion -- have been stumbling blocks.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The situation in Waupun could force change, said Schraa, a Republican.
"There's a lot more appetite now to do something with a new prison," he said. 
Democratic Gov. Tony Evers has rebuffed Republican calls for closure in recent years, saying that can't be done without broader criminal justice reform and a plan for how to house the roughly 1,700 inmates who would be displaced. 
Democrats last year proposed prison reforms that didn't call for hiring more guards or building new facilities. Meanwhile, Republican calls to close one or both of the prisons have floundered.

    


The focus has been on Waupun over the past year after four inmates died. Families of three of them have filed federal wrongful death lawsuits against the state. There is also a class action lawsuit filed by inmates who allege current conditions amount to cruel and unusual punishment.
The prisoners alleged that they can't access health care, with guards telling them their illnesses are "all in your head" and they should "pray" for a cure. They also maintain that they're allowed only one shower per week, that they receive no educational programming and aren't allowed in-person visits with their families, and that the prison is infested with rats and roaches. 
The state Corrections Department is investigating the prison's operations, and the governor last year asked the U.S. Justice Department to look into contraband smuggling at the facility.
"We are operating the oldest prison in the state of Wisconsin in a dangerous and reckless manner," Dodge County Sheriff Dale Schmidt said Wednesday when he announced the charges against the warden and eight others.

    


All the charges are related to the deaths of inmates Cameron Williams in October and Donald Maier in February.
Williams told an inmate advocate three days before he died that he needed to go to the hospital, but no action was taken, according to a criminal complaint. He died of a stroke sometime Oct. 29, but his body wasn't discovered until late the next morning, at least 12 hours later, according to the complaint. 
Maier had severe mental health problems but either refused or wasn't given his medication in the eight days before his death, according to a separate complaint.
An inmate told investigators that Maier flooded his cell, resulting in guards turning off his water. Guards also didn't bring him food in the four days before his death, the complaint said. 
Waupun Correctional Institution, the first prison to open in Wisconsin, has suffered from understaffing that resulted in a lockdown in March 2023. Nearly half of the jobs at Waupun, 43%, were vacant at the end of May, according to agency data. 

    


Those familiar with Waupun say its design brings challenges.
"It's just not how you would build a prison to safely hold and manage individuals anymore," said Born, the lawmaker who toured the prison and others across the state five years ago. "It takes a lot more staff, a lot more work, to do that."
Waupun was built vertically rather than horizontally, like modern prisons. Born called it a "castle-like structure" that requires staff and inmates to use many stairs to get from one part of the prison to another.
"It's a giant concrete, masonry type of building that's not easy to renovate," Born said. "It's challenging when you have to do heating and cooling updates, technology updates. Trying to wire a building like that is very difficult and costly."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/wisconsin-prison-waupun-death-eff817b8064e6212527378f78fbcaf1d



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Little relief: Mortgage rates ease, pulling the average rate on a 30-year home loan to just below 7% | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Little relief: Mortgage rates ease, pulling the average rate on a 30-year home loan to just below 7%

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: A sale sign stands outside a duplex on the market Friday, May 24, 2024, in downtown Denver. On Thursday, June 6, 2024, Freddie Mac reports on this week's average U.S. mortgage rates. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]


    

    
        
            
                    A sale sign stands outside a duplex on the market Friday, May 24, 2024, in downtown Denver. On Thursday, June 6, 2024, Freddie Mac reports on this week's average U.S. mortgage rates. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)


                

            
    
    

        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            ALEX VEIGA

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- The average rate on a 30-year mortgage dipped to just below 7% this week, little relief for prospective homebuyers already facing the challenges of rising housing prices and a relatively limited inventory of homes on the market.
The rate fell to 6.99% from 7.03% last week, mortgage buyer Freddie Mac said Thursday. A year ago, the rate averaged 6.71%.
Borrowing costs on 15-year fixed-rate mortgages, popular with homeowners refinancing their home loans, also eased this week, lowering the average rate to 6.29% from 6.36% last week. A year ago, it averaged 6.07%, Freddie Mac said.
Mortgage rates are influenced by several factors, including how the bond market reacts to the Federal Reserve's interest rate policy and the moves in the 10-year Treasury yield, which lenders use as a guide to pricing home loans.
Yields eased this week following economic data showing slower growth. Signs that the economy is cooling can drive inflation lower, which could persuade the Federal Reserve to lower its short-term interest rate from its highest level in more than two decades.

    


The Fed, which is scheduled to hold its next policy meeting next week, has maintained it doesn't plan to cut interest rates until it has greater confidence that price increases are slowing sustainably to its 2% target. Until then, mortgage rates are unlikely to ease significantly, economists say.




"Overall, we anticipate inflation will continue to slow and will allow mortgage rates to decrease to around 6.5% by the end of 2024, early 2025," said Ralph McLaughlin, senior economist at Realtor.com.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The average rate on a 30-year mortgage remains near a two-decade high, adding hundreds of dollars a month in costs on a home loan, limiting homebuyers' purchasing options.
Elevated mortgage rates dampened home sales this spring homebuying season. Sales of previously occupied U.S. homes fell in March and April as home shoppers contended with rising borrowing costs and prices. 

    


As rates have ticked higher, so have the monthly payments home shoppers need to take on when applying for a mortgage.
The national median monthly payment listed on home loan applications was $2,256 in April, a 2.5% increase from the previous month and 6.8% higher than what it was a year earlier, according to data from the Mortgage Bankers Association.
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    [image: FILE - The National Transportation Safety Board logo and signage are seen at a news conference at NTSB headquarters in Washington, Dec. 18, 2017. Investigators said Thursday, June 6, 2024, that an incoming FedEx cargo plane came within less than 200 feet of hitting a Southwest Airlines jet last year in Austin, Texas, after both were cleared to use the same runway. (AP Photo/Andrew Harnik, File)]
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                                        Investigators said Thursday that an incoming FedEx cargo plane came within less than 200 feet of hitting a Southwest Airlines jet last year in Austin, Texas, after both were cleared to use the same runway.
The FedEx co-pilot saw the Southwest plane at the last second, and the cargo plane's crew pulled up, flying over the top of the Southwest jet, which was carrying 128 passengers and crew members.
"This incident could have been catastrophic if not for the heroic actions of the FedEx crew," said Jennifer Homendy, chair of the National Transportation Safety Board at the start of the panel's hearing on the close call.
The five-member safety board heard descriptions of the incident from investigators and was expected to vote on a probable cause of the incident later Thursday.
The FedEx plane was making its final approach to land at Austin-Bergstrom International Airport when it nearly hit the top of the Southwest Boeing 737, which was roaring down the runway for takeoff in thick fog.

    


The air traffic controller said he had expected the Southwest jet -- which he couldn't see through the fog -- to take off more quickly. In hindsight, the controller said, he could have made the Southwest crew wait until the FedEx Boeing 767 landed. 




The captain of the FedEx plane told investigators he was irritated and perplexed when he heard the controller clearing the Southwest jet to take off from the same runway he was approaching.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The incident was among several close calls last year that prompted the Federal Aviation Administration to call a "safety summit" of aviation industry participants. 
FAA officials have maintained that U.S. aviation has never been safer. However, a panel of independent experts concluded last year that the safety margin is shrinking and the FAA needs better staffing and technology to manage the nation's airspace. 
The NTSB plans to publish its report on the Austin incident in several weeks.
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                                        MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) -- Memphis police are investigating whether a suspect charged with killing a homeless man has targeted other homeless people in the city, a spokesperson said.
Kurt Loucks, 41, was charged Friday with first-degree murder in the fatal shooting of Shaun Rhea.
Loucks attacked Rhea early Friday morning in downtown Memphis, police said in an affidavit. A security guard at a nearby hotel said he saw Loucks use pepper spray against Rhea while Loucks was armed with a knife, police said.
Loucks went into his apartment but returned and shot at Rhea with a rifle, according to police, citing the security guard's statement. Rhea, who was unarmed, died at a hospital, police said.
Loucks is being held without bond. A preliminary hearing has been scheduled for July 9.
Blake Ballin, Loucks' lawyer, said he was looking into whether Loucks was acting in self-defense during two confrontations with Rhea. Loucks was honorably discharged from the U.S. Army because he was disabled due to post-traumatic stress disorder, Ballin said. 
The security guard told police that there had been several incidents where Loucks had attacked homeless people, the police affidavit said. Police are investigating whether Loucks has targeted homeless people in the past, Memphis police spokesman Christopher Williams said in an email.
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    [image: FILE- Kelly Titchenell sits on her porch in Mather, Pa., holding a photo of her mother Diania Kronk, and an urn containing her mother's ashes, July 7, 2022. Prosecutors this week dropped an involuntary manslaughter case against a 911 dispatcher in Pennsylvania who had been accused of failing to send an ambulance to the rural home of the woman who was found dead a day later of internal bleeding. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar, File)]
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                                        Prosecutors this week dropped an involuntary manslaughter case against a 911 dispatcher in Pennsylvania who had been accused of failing to send an ambulance to the rural home of a woman who was found dead a day later of internal bleeding.
Greene County District Attorney Brianna Vanata said she acted to end the case against Leon "Lee" Price after reviewing an investigator's report that said he felt charges were not justified in the July 2020 death of 54-year-old Diania Kronk.
"There was just no criminal culpability here," Vanata said in a phone interview Thursday. She said the decision to pursue charges two years after Kronk died -- and shortly after her family filed a lawsuit over it -- was a mistake by the then-district attorney, Dave Russo. 
"I'm not sure what the previous district attorney was thinking," Vanata said. "That's where I'm at."

    


Price's defense lawyer, Timothy Ross, said Thursday the charges had been a stressful ordeal for his client, who he described as an upstanding employee who had consistently maintained he was innocent of the allegations. In the wake of Kronk's death, Ross said, an investigator had told Price he would not be charged.




Ross said Price is "moving forward, rebuilding his reputation in this community and just happy to put these charges behind him."
Investigators had said Price was reluctant to dispatch help without getting more assurances Kronk would actually go to the hospital.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Vanata said she based her decision on an August 2020 memo by Greene County Regional Police Chief Zachary Sams that said Price may not have been trained properly and the investigator felt Price's actions did not "rise to the levels necessary to facilitate a criminal charge."
On a recording, Price was heard questioning Kronk's daughter Kelly Titchenell for about four minutes. As Titchenell described her mother's condition, Price asked if Kronk was "willing to go" to the hospital about a half-hour away from her home in Sycamore. Titchenell assured him she would and said she was concerned her mother might die.

    


Titchenell told the dispatcher Kronk had been drinking heavily for some weeks, she had been losing weight and appeared to be turning yellow.
Price said he would send an ambulance but then added that "we really need to make sure she's willing to go." Price asked Titchenell to call once she got to Kronk's home, but Titchenell said she could not find her mother's landline and there was not cell service.
Titchenell said that when she got to Kronk's home, her mother was nude on the porch and talking incoherently, telling her repeatedly she was OK. Titchenell said an autopsy attributed Kronk's death to internal bleeding.
Titchenell did not call 911 again on her way home, believing that her uncle would soon check on her. The uncle discovered the next day that Kronk had died.
Russo said there was ample evidence and called Vanata's move to drop the case a political decision. Russo said Thursday the involuntary manslaughter charge had survived previous defense efforts to have it dismissed.

    


At Vanata's request, a judge withdrew the charges on Monday. Jury selection and trial had been scheduled for next week.
Vanata said she approached Price about a potential plea bargain to a lesser charge but he did not take the deal. Titchenell questioned the decision to drop charges.
"I feel that there was too much for the new district attorney to go through," Titchenell said in a phone interview Wednesday. "She would have had to put in a lot of time and work to understand this case, to go over everything. I feel there was too much for her, so she was trying to basically get away without going to trial."
Vanata said she spent "many, many hours" going through the evidence since taking office in January. She beat Russo in the 2023 GOP primary by 44 percentage points. "It definitely was not an easy decision to come to."
Price is no longer a dispatcher and now works for Greene County in maintenance.
"Mr. Price did lose his job and this, I'm sure, has been an ordeal for him," Vanata said. "But also I feel so horrible for the family that had to go through this as well. It dragged them along for four years also."
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                                        HONOLULU (AP) -- The new Raising Cane's restaurant in Pearl City was a financial win for the city. 
Before the eatery was built, the owners were paying about $62,000 in city property taxes for what was then an empty lot. By the time the restaurant opened in 2022, the property's value had jumped by $1.5 million, and the tax bill increased to $82,000. 
But the county didn't get to collect that extra $20,000 right away. After a permit application was submitted in May 2020, Honolulu's Department of Planning and Permitting took a year and seven months to approve it. The increased tax bill didn't go into effect until 2023. 
Had the plans been approved and construction started by the October 2020 tax assessment deadline, the city would be up to $40,000 richer today. 
As Honolulu's permitting department struggles to keep up with its workload, there is a growing gap between the number of applications DPP receives and the number of permits it issues. The mounting backlog is a major frustration for applicants, and a Civil Beat analysis indicates it is also hurting the city itself. 

    


Each permit issued in fiscal year 2023 represented an average of more than $220,000 in taxable construction work and over $1,400 in building permit fees, according to a Civil Beat review of county permitting statistics. The thousands of others left to wait are worth millions of dollars in city revenue. 




In the 2023 fiscal year alone, Honolulu received close to 20,000 permit applications but issued fewer than 15,000. The difference -- carried over into the following year -- represents an average of more than $1 billion in taxable construction work and nearly $7 million in building permit fees.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In some cases, like that of Raising Cane's, the city is missing out on a year or more of increased tax revenue from properties whose value is set to rise due to new construction or renovations. Honolulu property tax rates vary from .35% for owner-occupied homes to 1.39% for hotels and resorts.

    


While the city may tax that new construction and collect those fees in the future, the delays mean it's unable to invest those earnings in services today. 
"That's just basic economics," said Beth Giesting, a former director of the Hawaii Budget and Policy Center. "A dollar you can get today is worth more than one you can get next year or five years from now." 
While the number of applications DPP receives hasn't changed much over the years -- it's usually around 15,000 per year -- the department's ability to process them in a timely manner has tanked, city data shows.
A department that used to be staffed by knowledgeable, longtime employees now struggles with a constant turnover of workers with little experience reviewing permits. And it didn't help that several seasoned DPP officials were busted in a bribery scheme in 2021 that sent six people to prison. Making matters worse, DPP has relied on antiquated computer systems, a lack of standard operating procedures and what the department says is a decline in the quality of plans it receives from applicants.

    


While the department says it is working to address all of these challenges, the confluence of factors have nevertheless resulted in a backlog that has built upon itself year after year and puts projects big and small on pause - a loss for property owners and for the city.
The sooner construction starts, the sooner the city can tax it, even if the work isn't completed by the county's Oct. 1 property tax assessment deadline, according to Honolulu budget director Andy Kawano. If the work is only 50% done, for example, the tax bill will factor that in, he said. When a project is delayed, so is the increased assessment. 
Take the case of a newly constructed home on Uhu Street in Kapolei. The permit application was submitted in January 2021 but wasn't approved until a year later, according to city permitting records. After the home was built, the property tax bill more than doubled, property records show, going from about $2,100 to $5,300. 
If the permit had been issued quickly and construction had begun by the tax assessment deadline in October 2021, the city could have captured at least part of that tax bump in 2022. Instead, it didn't collect an increase until 2023. 

    


It's hard to say whether any particular delay was DPP's fault. Public records don't indicate whether specific projects were stalled due to hold-ups on DPP's end or that of the applicant.
Calculating total city-wide revenue losses due to permit delays is also difficult due to the vast number of variables involved. But it's clear that the growing delays at the permitting office are taking a chunk out of the county's potential earnings, according to Dylan Moore, a University of Hawaii economist who reviewed Civil Beat's findings. 
"It looks like a failure of government policy," said Moore, whose work focuses on public finance. 

    


The city says it is working to speed up permit approvals with the aim of efficiency, not necessarily to bring in more money.
"That's not our mission, to create revenue," DPP Director Dawn Takeuchi Apuna said. "We certainly want to receive property taxes, and people want to use their properties to the fullest potential under a permit. We're focused on fixing the process." 
Honolulu Managing Director Mike Formby acknowledged that DPP's delays could amount to county revenue losses, at least for residential projects. 
He said it's a murkier picture for commercial jobs, which can face major construction delays unrelated to DPP, including challenges with financing or delays on approvals by state agencies. 
The quality of the permit applications themselves can play a major role in timing, too. Building plans that are not up to code can get multiple rounds of comments that delay the permitting process.
"It should not reflect all on the city or DPP," Formby said. "To the extent that we are responsible by being inefficient, we're accountable for that. And that's what this administration has committed to fix with systemic change."
Even when a job is permitted by DPP, it may not immediately be built -- and taxed, he noted.
"There's always a lag," he said. "We're actually getting the benefit of things that were permitted under prior administrations because now they're in construction." 
Honolulu City Councilman Tyler Dos-Santos Tam said the numbers underscore the need to get DPP up to speed once and for all. If the city could collect even 10% or 20% of the money left on the table every year, the councilman said it could provide better services to residents.
"We always get told every day, 'You know, this would be nice, but we can't afford it right now,'" he said. "If the department gets through the permit backlog and issues a bunch of new permits, they collect the fees and they can put that into further investments into the department." 
The administration has blamed the permitting delays in part on understaffing fueled by low wages for permit reviewers. DPP's vacancy rate has hovered around 25%.
Honolulu Mayor Rick Blangiardi said the city is looking into raising wages but doesn't currently have the means to do it. 
And at a budget hearing in March, Takeuchi Apuna said her department is "under-resourced, for all the things that we need to do." 
But the numbers suggest that directing more money to DPP would yield a positive return on investment, particularly for staff salaries, according to Moore. Starting pay for a plans examiner is less than $40,000 -- a level that qualifies those employees for low-income housing. 
This year, the Blangiardi administration is proposing spending only 1% of the city budget, which mostly comes from the general fund, on the permitting department. The city could do better, Moore said.
"If you doubled people's wages and hired enough people to clear the backlog, it would probably still pay for itself with just the permit fees alone," Moore said. "And the permit fees, I think, are really just the tip of the iceberg." 
DPP's delays also likely hurt state revenues, Moore said. When construction jobs are stalled because of permit delays, that amounts to a lag in the collection of state income taxes and general excise taxes. 
And then there are losses from people who choose to bypass Honolulu's slow permitting process altogether and build illegally. For unpermitted jobs, the city misses out on an unknown amount of building permit fees and property tax revenue, according to Kawano. 
Government revenue losses due to slow permitting have been a topic of concern on the mainland for years. A representative of the Texas-based Real Estate Council estimated in 2022 that the city of Dallas alone loses $9 million in property tax revenue every three months due to permitting delays, although the city disputed that total.
In 2005, an American Institute of Architects-funded report by PricewaterhouseCoopers found that speeding up permitting can permanently boost local government revenues, including a 16.5% bump over the first five years.
"While achieving a reduction in permitting times is not costless (i.e., it may require one-time costs for implementing systems changes and potentially ongoing costs for the hiring of additional staff), these changes have the potential to be self financing," the report states. 
"The additional tax collections from more efficient permit processes could offset the investment made to achieve the improvements." 
If permitting were speedier, increased revenue could be spent on the city's other priorities, too, Moore said, from public safety to parks. 
"That's a free lunch," he said. "That's something you should do tomorrow." 
Councilman Dos Santos-Tam acknowledged that revenue is not DPP's objective, but he wonders if it should be at least one of the department's goals. Specifically, he'd like to see the department be financially self-sustaining as a way to motivate the department to improve its services. 
As of now, whatever money DPP generates goes into the county's general fund for potential use by all city departments. And every year, DPP has to ask the mayor and the City Council for money to fund its operations. 
The councilman is proposing a special fund that would require all DPP revenues to be spent exclusively on DPP itself. The change would force the city to invest in the department and would create an incentive for the department to boost its performance, he said. 
"I want to create a culture where they're eager to go out and process fees faster, and they get to reap the rewards as a department," he said. 
Bill 20 is pending at the council but has faced some pushback. The city budget department and some council members say special funds are overly restrictive, and some community members are concerned that the proposed revenue structure could encourage overzealous enforcement of building rules. 
Formby is philosophically opposed to the concept.
"When it's all in the general fund, it's based upon on the priorities of the people, which is what we're actually supposed to be a manifestation of -- public safety, affordable housing, homelessness," he said.
"If you start down that path of saying to every department, you basically spend what you generate, the system doesn't work very well."
Takeuchi Apuna has also noted that if there were a downturn in the construction industry, a self-funded DPP could find itself unable to make payroll. The councilman said in that circumstance, the council would step in to provide additional funding. 
Whatever the mechanism, DPP needs to improve soon, Dos Santos-Tam said. 
"These kinds of changes need to actually happen faster. Less talk, more action," he said. "That's not to say they're not doing anything, but, you know, we can always do more."
Takeuchi Apuna said she is focused on turning her department around, which will in turn increase collections from fees and taxes. 
"We just have to fix what we're doing," she said. "I think the ultimate goal is to be timely in our permits, and that will more timely allow the city to receive revenues from those projects." 
The challenge is reversing a trend of delays that have mounted over the course of at least 20 years, city data show. 
Two decades ago, residential permits took an average of less than two months to issue. Last year, they took an average of nine months. Commercial jobs 20 years ago could get the city's blessing in less than three months, on average. By 2023, the wait time skyrocketed to more than 14 months.
The wait times have increased particularly sharply in the last three years for both commercial and residential jobs and have hit unprecedented levels, according to city data. 
The Blangiardi administration is investing millions of dollars in new technology, formulating new standard operating procedures with the help of outside consultants and instituting more competitive salaries for engineers who work on commercial projects. 
During his state of the city address in March, Blangiardi pledged that within a year, DPP's average residential review time will take no longer than a month and commercial reviews will not exceed six months. 
The city has made progress reducing the time for preliminary reviews known as "prescreening" from several months to several days. But the total permit review time remains stubbornly slow.
In a report to the Honolulu City Council in May, the department acknowledged that wait times for commercial permits had not improved much since its last update, and in the case of residential plans are slower than they were eight months ago. 
The administration says it is laying a foundation for structural changes. The adjustments require staff attention and resources in the short term but should have a lasting impact in the long run, officials say. 
"Building permits are for health and safety, so of course we would like to have a shorter timeframe in which to review those," Takeuchi Apuna said. "But that is important for us, to ensure we review it properly." 
___
This story was originally published by Honolulu Civil Beat and distributed through a partnership with The Associated Press.
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                    Workers continued to install pipes to replace a ruptured water main in Atlanta on Tuesday, Day 5 of persistent water problems in parts of the city. Mayor Andre Dickens says Atlanta is "making progress" in repairing the flow in the city's Midtown area. (June 4) (AP Video: Sharon Johnson)
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    [image: Water trickles out of a hose attached to a device that shuts off flow to a water main on Monday, June 3, 2024, in Atlanta. The device was one of several used to shut off flow to a leak that had gushed for more than two days in Atlanta's Midtown neighborhood. (AP Photo/Jeff Amy)]
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[image: Water gushes out of a broken water transmission line in downtown Atlanta, Saturday, June 1, 2024. Much of Atlanta, including all of downtown, has been without water since Friday afternoon after crews began work to repair breaks on transmission lines in the downtown area. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)]
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[image: Workers try to fix a leaking water main junction on Monday, June 3, 2024, in Atlanta. Water pressure is returning to downtown Atlanta and nearby neighborhoods, after a water outage that began Friday. (AP Photo/Jeff Amy)]
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[image: Atlanta Mayor Andre Dickens speaks during a news conference, Monday, June 3, 2024, in Atlanta. A water outage shut down businesses and left faucets dry at many homes in the area. City officials say water was shut down as part of a successful effort to stanch the flow from a broken water main. It had been gushing a river into the streets since Friday night. (John Spink/Atlanta Journal-Constitution via AP)]
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[image: Atlanta Mayor Andre Dickens listens as crews continue to work on a broken main on West Peachtree Street in Midtown, with nearby residents warned of impacts to their water service as the crisis reached its fourth day Monday, June 3, 2024. Water had been gushing out of the broken main until Monday morning, when workers were seen pumping out water. (John Spink/Atlanta Journal-Constitution via AP)]
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- Residents in Atlanta no longer must boil water before drinking it, officials said Thursday, six days after a water main break west of downtown affected service and spurred the advisory. 
Normal water flow and pressure was restored citywide on Wednesday, but more time was required to test for bacteria to ensure the water was safe to drink.
The first rupture took place Friday and was repaired on Saturday. A second leak that began later Friday wasn't fixed until Tuesday.
Atlanta Mayor Andre Dickens said Wednesday that he would support a plan to spend $5 million to reimburse businesses for losses during the water outage. He also promised an assessment of the city's infrastructure and to deploy monitors to detect leaking pipes.
The boil-water advisory never covered the whole city, and it was lifted for most affected areas on Monday. But it remained in place for downtown and Midtown Atlanta as well as some neighborhoods to the east.

    


Atlanta's water outages are the latest example of failing infrastructure across the country. A 2022 crisis in Jackson, Mississippi, which has a long-troubled water system, left many residents without safe running water for weeks. Other cities including Flint, Michigan, have also struggled to supply residents with safe drinking water.




The first-term Democratic mayor has been under fire for Atlanta's response to the leaks, especially because Dickens left town after the first major leak to travel to Memphis, Tennessee, where he held a fundraiser for his 2025 reelection campaign and met with that city's leaders to discuss crime and other issues. 
Dickens' administration said it wasn't clear that the first leak west of downtown would create a major disruption when he proceeded with the trip. A second major leak in the city's Midtown neighborhood began later Friday.
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    [image: This April 2024 photo taken by Blair Morrow and provided by Alex Lundberg shows a large section of tusk from a long-extinct mastodon that Lundberg and his diver companion found on the sea floor off Florida's Gulf coast. They first thought it was just a large piece of wood. (Blair Morrow via AP)]
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                                        ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. (AP) -- At first, fossil-hunting diver Alex Lundberg thought the lengthy object on the sea floor off Florida's Gulf Coast was a piece of wood. It turned out to be something far rarer, Lundberg said: a large section of tusk from a long-extinct mastodon.
Lundberg and his diver companion had found fossils in the same place before, including mammoth teeth, bones of an ancient jaguar and parts of a dire wolf. They also have found small pieces of mastodon tusk, but nothing this big and intact.
"We kind of knew there could be one in the area," Lundberg said in an interview, noting that as he kept fanning away sand from the tusk he found in April "it just keeps getting bigger and bigger. I'm like, this is a big tusk."
The tusk measures about 4 feet (1.2 meters) and weighs 70 pounds (31 kilograms), Lundberg said, and was found at a depth of about 25 feet (7.6 meters) near Venice, Florida. It's currently sitting in a glass case in his living room, but the story may not end there.

    


Mastodons are related to mammoths and current-day elephants. Scientists say they lived mainly in what is now North America, appearing as far back as 23 million years ago. They became extinct about 10,000 years ago, along with dozens of other large mammals that disappeared when Earth's climate was rapidly changing -- and Stone Age humans were on the hunt.




Remains of mastodons are frequently found across the continent, with Indiana legislators voting a couple years ago to designate the mastodon as its official state fossil. Mastodons are on exhibit at the La Brea Tar Pits in Los Angeles, one of the most significant locations in the world for fossils of the bygone era.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The age of the tusk Lundberg found has not yet been determined.
Under Florida law, fossils of vertebrates found on state lands, which include near-shore waters, belong to the state under authority of the Florida Museum of Natural History. Lundberg has a permit to collect such fossils and must report the tusk find to the museum when his permit is renewed in December. He's had that permit since 2019, according to the museum.

    


"The museum will review the discoveries and localities to determine their significance and the permit holder can keep the fossils if the museum does not request them within 60 days of reporting," said Rachel Narducci, collections manager at the museum's Division of Vertebrate Paleontology. "This may be a significant find depending on exactly where it was collected."
Lundberg, who has a marine biology degree from the University of South Florida and now works at a prominent Tampa cancer center, is optimistic he'll be able to keep the tusk. 
"You don't know where it came from. It's been rolling around in the ocean for millions of years. It's more of a cool piece," he said.
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                                        OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) -- Lisamaria Martinez isn't sure when she last voted in person. But she remembers the boots she wore that day -- her "fabulous," new navy blue boots with chunky heels, which gave her blisters on her mile-long walk back home from the polling place.
It was part of her "confidence attire" to feel empowered because on most election days, Martinez -- a blind voter in Alameda County -- said she had to show poll workers how to help her use the voting machine. She needed them to take her seriously.
"I shouldn't have to tell people how to do their jobs, right?" Martinez said in an interview. "That emotional labor shouldn't always be on the person with the disability."
Martinez lost her sight when she was 5 due to severe allergic reactions, but has regained some after surgeries. She needs her ballot read out loud to vote in person. In November 2012, however, the audio feature on the voting machine broke down, forcing her and others to read out their votes to others. She and others sued the county in 2013.

    


Martinez's other option is to fill out her ballot electronically. Visually impaired voters must still print out the ballot, make sure it's correct, sign the envelope and return it, requiring help from a sighted person.




Others with print disabilities, including those who struggle to use printed materials due to conditions such as learning disabilities or dexterity issues, experience similar challenges. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

California has been hailed by state officials and some voting rights advocates as a national leader in voting access. But advocates and blind voters including Martinez say Californians with disabilities still face unnecessary barriers to voting and lack options that work in other states. In 2022, the state ranked 17th in disability access, according to an election performance index by the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 

    


To comply with federal law, the Secretary of State's office doesn't collect data on the number of registered voters with disabilities. Census data shows about 4.2 million Californians of voting age live with a disability. More than 892,000 Californians have a visual disability, and about 93% of them are 18 or older. 
Prompted by new laws and court fights, California election officials have in recent years established stricter requirements to test how accessible voting machines are and have adopted systems for voters with disabilities to fill out their ballots electronically. But efforts to allow people to also return ballots electronically have stalled. 
Now, disability advocates are going to court: They are asking a federal judge to compel Secretary of State Shirley Weber's office to allow voters who have difficulty using printed materials to return their ballots via fax in the November election -- an option already available to military and overseas voters.
"The current paper-based ballot return requirements ... impose significant, unlawful barriers for voters with print disabilities," the plaintiffs argue in the case, scheduled to be heard June 24 in U.S. District Court in San Francisco. 

    


A dozen states allow voters to return ballots electronically -- by email, by fax or through an online portal -- to at least some voters with disabilities, according to the National Conference of State Legislatures.
A 2022 bill sought to do the same in California. But Weber opposed it, arguing that online voting would be vulnerable to cyber attacks. Some security experts and other election officials across the nation also raised similar concerns.
The secretary of state "of course supports the expansion of the franchise so that more voters can vote with more convenience," Weber said in her opposition letter. "However, it is also our responsibility to weigh the expansion of the franchise with the security and safety of our existing election methods."
Weber's office declined to answer CalMatters' questions for this story last week, citing the agency's policy not to speak about pending litigation. 
California's constitution guarantees every voter the right to a secret ballot, and its voter bill of rights guarantees any assistance they need. 

    


Since the 1920s,the state has expanded voting rights. California legalized absentee voting for military and overseas voters in 1922 and for voters with physical disabilities in 1930. It expanded it to all registered voters in 1978, and during the COVID-19 pandemic in 2021, became the eighth state to mail every registered voter a ballot. 
Voters with print disabilities have also had their voting access improve through a mix of federal and state policies, but that access is still limited, and progress was gained often through court fights, according to blind voters and advocates.
In the 2013 lawsuit against Alameda County, Martinez and others argued faulty machines disenfranchised voters and denied their right to "vote with full privacy and independence."

    


A Superior Court judge ruled in their favor in October 2013, and the county promised in May 2015 to test the accessibility of voting machines before every election, better train poll workers on those machines and establish a hotline for any equipment malfunctions, according to Disability Rights Advocates. 
In 2015, blind voters and advocates also sued San Mateo County after the county mailed ballots to all registered voters in 2014 to encourage more participation and reduce election costs. The nonpartisan Legislative Analyst's Office said all-mail balloting in another county did not significantly boost voter turnout, and that some voters with disabilities might prefer in-person voting. And since there was no system to fill out ballots electronically at the time, disability activists argued it excluded some voters who were unable to use printed ballots on their own.
"As a result, blind and visually impaired voters must rely on the assistance of others to read and mark their absentee ballots, thereby sacrificing the confidentiality of their vote, or forgo their right to vote by absentee ballot altogether," the San Mateo lawsuit contended. The court eventually sided with the plaintiffs, ordering the county to better accommodate voters with disabilities.
The state Legislature passed a law in 2016 to develop a system allowing eligible voters to fill out ballots electronically, and another in 2018 to require all counties to offer that system to voters with disabilities and military and overseas voters.
A 2020 state law required all counties to offer the system to any registered voter who requested it in the 2020 general election, and in 2021, another law made that permanent. 
In a video demonstration by Disability Rights California, voters can hear the ballot text, check boxes accordingly and listen to their choices before voting. Voters can also choose bigger fonts or use magnifying lenses to vote. Voter guides are also available in audio and large font forms. Mail-in ballot envelopes have punch holes, in part to help visually impaired voters find where to sign. 
And California last year passed a law that allows curbside voting for those with disabilities, regardless of whether the polling place is accessible or not. 
Voters with disabilities who want to mail in their ballot even after filling it out electronically need to find a printer. And without help from sighted people, it is hard for visually impaired voters to ensure their ballot was correctly printed and the envelope was correctly signed, said Jeff Thom, former president of the California Council of the Blind.
"Your printer may often be out of ink without you knowing it," said Thom, who is blind.
Voters often seek help from family members and friends, but sometimes have to pay others to help. 
To vote in the November 2022 election, Christopher Gray, who is blind, hired a reader to help him mark and return his ballot, and had to take time off work to match his reader's schedule, according to the federal lawsuit against the secretary of state to be heard later this month.
Gray said he chose to use a paper ballot instead of an electronic one because he needed help returning his ballot. "Though I trusted my reader, I could not independently confirm they accurately marked my ballot and mailed it on my behalf," he said.
In the March primary, Gray voted in person because his paid assistant was sick for nearly a month, he said.
The dependence on others may make some voters feel beholden to their assistants, said Fred Nisen, a disability attorney who has cerebral palsy. Nisen is co-chairperson of the Voting Accessibility Advisory Committee, which makes recommendations to the secretary of state's office and whose scope was expanded in 2016 to voters with any disability, not just the visually impaired.
If someone's political beliefs don't align with their caregiver's, for example, the caregiver might threaten to quit, Nisen said. "If you are divulging who you want to vote for, it can create conflict," Nisen told CalMatters. 
For visually impaired voters who want to cast their ballot in person, the consolidation of voting locations in some counties forced some to travel farther.
"You couldn't just walk through your neighborhood polling place anymore. You had to likely get in a car or take an Uber or transit to these vote centers, which is just way more inconvenient," said Tim Elder, a blind voter in Alameda County and a disability attorney.
In 2023, the U.S. Department of Justice opened an investigation into accessibility at Los Angeles County's voting locations during the 2020 and 2022 elections, focused on issues such as ramps and signage for voters with disabilities, including those with vision impairments. 
The audio on some voting machines can be muffled, and increasing the volume sometimes makes it even harder to hear, Thom said. 
In Alameda County, in-person voting was difficult even after Martinez's lawsuit, according to some blind voters. During the June 2016 election, Elder waited as poll workers struggled to turn on the audio feature of voting machines. 
"I watched just voter after voter finish their ballot and move on," until it was almost closing time, he said. He had brought his children to teach them about civic duty, but his wife, who had finished voting, had to take them home while he waited, he said.
"It's always an issue," agreed Martinez. "It's never under an hour." 
Poll workers receive some training on assisting voters with disabilities, but it's not in-depth, said Valerie Morishige, a voting rights advocate in Los Angeles County. Workers are trained how to be respectful to all voters, and how to increase font size or turn on audio options.
And while she said accessibility has improved over the last three elections, Morishige recalls issues such as power outages that prevented the use of audio, or audio not being loaded onto voting machines. In one case, Morishige said she helped a voter by reading the entire ballot to her.
"Our system has a long way to go," she said. "Our entire culture, honestly, has a long way to go to make this accessible for folks." 
Some California advocates and lawmakers have tried to improve access for voters with disabilities. In 2022, Sen. Steve Glazer, an Orinda Democrat who led the Senate Elections Committee at the time, introduced the bill to allow them to return their ballots electronically. It died in the Assembly after the secretary of state's office opposed it due to security concerns. 
Glazer contended the security issues can be easily resolved, arguing people conduct financial transactions online already. 
"I was disappointed that the secretary opposed my bill, which, all it did was give her the power to ask fora full assessment of the technology and security matters," Glazer told CalMatters. "I think we all benefit by having broad accessibility to the ballot box, and that shouldn't be limited by a disability." 
But California would not be a trailblazer in allowing voters with disabilities to vote electronically.
Colorado, for example, passed such a law in 2021. Eligible voters must verify their identity by entering their driver's license number or the last four digits of their Social Security number before marking and downloading their filled-out ballot. To return it, they must upload the electronic ballot, a signed ballot application and a picture of their ID to a secure state-run website. 
Similarly, Hawaii allows for electronic return through an online portal, email or fax. Voters can email their ballot to the county elections office along with a signed affidavit or an electronic signature via a secure link, according to the state.
Some counties have tested voting with a smartphone app. But that method has sparked some security concerns, with experts saying the app could be hacked. 
Electronic ballot return, in general, is deemed "high risk" by the National Institute of Standards and Technology, which recommended paper ballots. The institute said electronic ballots should be " limited to voters who have no other means to return their ballot and have it counted."
Ryan Ronco, president of the California Association of Clerks and Elections Officials and the registrar of voters for Placer County, said he is concerned about that risk: "Until we can have a provable system that allows for that electronic process, I'd be wary of just allowing it before we know all the safeguards." 
But, he said, electronic ballot return is not a "never:" "Technology is scary and amazing." 
Nisen acknowledged the security risks with online voting, which he said is why he would never advocate offering the option to all voters.
"Everybody in California has the right to vote independently and privately. But for voters with print disabilities, it's only independent ... if they vote in person," he said. "We need to balance security with accessibility."
___
This story was originally published by CalMatters and distributed through a partnership with The Associated Press.
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    [image: Players of the UK baseball team London Mets arrive clubhouse for a training session at the Finsbury Park in London, Thursday, May 16, 2024. Baseball at the highest club level in Britain is competitive. Teams are melange of locals and expats some with college and minor league experience. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)]
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[image: Members of the UK baseball team London Mets practice during a training session at the Finsbury Park in London, Thursday, May 16, 2024. Baseball at the highest club level in Britain is competitive. Teams are melange of locals and expats some with college and minor league experience. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)]
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[image: Members of the UK baseball team London Mets setup a net during a training session at the Finsbury Park in London, Thursday, May 16, 2024. Baseball at the highest club level in Britain is competitive. Teams are melange of locals and expats some with college and minor league experience. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)]
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[image: A member of the UK baseball team London Mets runs during a training session at the Finsbury Park in London, Thursday, May 16, 2024. Baseball at the highest club level in Britain is competitive. Teams are melange of locals and expats some with college and minor league experience. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 15 | A member of the UK baseball team London Mets runs during a training session at the Finsbury Park in London, Thursday, May 16, 2024. Baseball at the highest club level in Britain is competitive. Teams are melange of locals and expats some with college and minor league experience. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)


            Read More
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[image: London Capitals pitcher Masa Hashiguchi throws a pitch in a National Baseball League game against Vetra BC on Sunday, June 2, 2024, at Finsbury Park in London. The London Mets are the reigning NBL champions and have a strong rivalry with the Capitals. The amateur league is comprised of expats and locals who typically work jobs and play baseball on the side. (AP Photo/Ken Maguire)]
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[image: London Capitals pitcher Masa Hashiguchi throws a pitch in a National Baseball League game against Vetra BC on Sunday, June 2, 2024, at Finsbury Park in London. The London Mets are the reigning NBL champions and have a strong rivalry with the Capitals. The amateur league is comprised of expats and locals who typically work jobs and play baseball on the side. (AP Photo/Ken Maguire)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 15 | London Capitals pitcher Masa Hashiguchi throws a pitch in a National Baseball League game against Vetra BC on Sunday, June 2, 2024, at Finsbury Park in London. The London Mets are the reigning NBL champions and have a strong rivalry with the Capitals. The amateur league is comprised of expats and locals who typically work jobs and play baseball on the side. (AP Photo/Ken Maguire)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A player of the UK baseball team London Mets arrives clubhouse for a training session at the Finsbury Park in London, Thursday, May 16, 2024. Baseball at the highest club level in Britain is competitive. Teams are melange of locals and expats some with college and minor league experience. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)]
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[image: Members of the UK baseball team London Mets practice during a training session at the Finsbury Park in London, Thursday, May 16, 2024. Baseball at the highest club level in Britain is competitive. Teams are melange of locals and expats some with college and minor league experience. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)]
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[image: A player of the UK baseball team London Mets attends a training session at the Finsbury Park in London, Thursday, May 16, 2024. Baseball at the highest club level in Britain is competitive. Teams are melange of locals and expats some with college and minor league experience. Baseball at the highest club level in Britain is competitive. Teams are melange of locals and expats some with college and minor league experience. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)]
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    [image: Players of the UK baseball team London Mets arrive clubhouse for a training session at the Finsbury Park in London, Thursday, May 16, 2024. Baseball at the highest club level in Britain is competitive. Teams are melange of locals and expats some with college and minor league experience. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)]
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[image: Members of the UK baseball team London Mets practice during a training session at the Finsbury Park in London, Thursday, May 16, 2024. Baseball at the highest club level in Britain is competitive. Teams are melange of locals and expats some with college and minor league experience. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)]
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[image: Members of the UK baseball team London Mets setup a net during a training session at the Finsbury Park in London, Thursday, May 16, 2024. Baseball at the highest club level in Britain is competitive. Teams are melange of locals and expats some with college and minor league experience. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)]
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[image: Members of the UK baseball team London Mets practice during a training session at the Finsbury Park in London, Thursday, May 16, 2024. Baseball at the highest club level in Britain is competitive. Teams are melange of locals and expats some with college and minor league experience. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)]
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[image: A member of the UK baseball team London Mets practices during a training session at the Finsbury Park in London, Thursday, May 16, 2024. Baseball at the highest club level in Britain is competitive. Teams are melange of locals and expats some with college and minor league experience. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)]
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[image: A member of the UK baseball team London Mets practices during a training session at the Finsbury Park in London, Thursday, May 16, 2024. Baseball at the highest club level in Britain is competitive. Teams are melange of locals and expats some with college and minor league experience. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)]
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[image: Members of the UK baseball team London Mets practice during a training session at the Finsbury Park in London, Thursday, May 16, 2024. Baseball at the highest club level in Britain is competitive. Teams are melange of locals and expats some with college and minor league experience. Baseball at the highest club level in Britain is competitive. Teams are melange of locals and expats some with college and minor league experience. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)]
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[image: A member of the UK baseball team London Mets runs during a training session at the Finsbury Park in London, Thursday, May 16, 2024. Baseball at the highest club level in Britain is competitive. Teams are melange of locals and expats some with college and minor league experience. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)]
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[image: A member of the UK baseball team London Mets practices during a training session at the Finsbury Park in London, Thursday, May 16, 2024. Baseball at the highest club level in Britain is competitive. Teams are melange of locals and expats some with college and minor league experience. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)]
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[image: A member of the UK baseball team London Mets practices during a training session at the Finsbury Park in London, Thursday, May 16, 2024. Baseball at the highest club level in Britain is competitive. Teams are melange of locals and expats some with college and minor league experience. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)]
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A member of the UK baseball team London Mets practices during a training session at the Finsbury Park in London, Thursday, May 16, 2024. Baseball at the highest club level in Britain is competitive. Teams are melange of locals and expats some with college and minor league experience. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)
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[image: London Capitals pitcher Masa Hashiguchi throws a pitch in a National Baseball League game against Vetra BC on Sunday, June 2, 2024, at Finsbury Park in London. The London Mets are the reigning NBL champions and have a strong rivalry with the Capitals. The amateur league is comprised of expats and locals who typically work jobs and play baseball on the side. (AP Photo/Ken Maguire)]
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[image: London Capitals pitcher Masa Hashiguchi throws a pitch in a National Baseball League game against Vetra BC on Sunday, June 2, 2024, at Finsbury Park in London. The London Mets are the reigning NBL champions and have a strong rivalry with the Capitals. The amateur league is comprised of expats and locals who typically work jobs and play baseball on the side. (AP Photo/Ken Maguire)]
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[image: A player of the UK baseball team London Mets arrives clubhouse for a training session at the Finsbury Park in London, Thursday, May 16, 2024. Baseball at the highest club level in Britain is competitive. Teams are melange of locals and expats some with college and minor league experience. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)]
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[image: Members of the UK baseball team London Mets practice during a training session at the Finsbury Park in London, Thursday, May 16, 2024. Baseball at the highest club level in Britain is competitive. Teams are melange of locals and expats some with college and minor league experience. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)]
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[image: A player of the UK baseball team London Mets attends a training session at the Finsbury Park in London, Thursday, May 16, 2024. Baseball at the highest club level in Britain is competitive. Teams are melange of locals and expats some with college and minor league experience. Baseball at the highest club level in Britain is competitive. Teams are melange of locals and expats some with college and minor league experience. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- This might be the year, mate. The London Mets are the defending champs, but they're looking beatable.
The London Capitals have been close, and they've got ace pitcher Masa Hashiguchi.
Talk about a subway series.
These two National Baseball League teams meet for the first time this season later this month.
And they might meet at the pub afterward.
Baseball at the highest club level in Britain is competitive, but it's a league in which babysitters are just as important as balls and strikes. Teams are a melange of locals and expats -- some with college and minor league experience. Only one guy throws 90 mph. Just about everyone works or goes to school.
Sometimes just getting to midweek practice is a task.
"A Zoom call -- I might have my baseball pants on and still a dress shirt on the top, getting ready to run out the door as soon as I can," Capitals manager Cole Ryan said.

    


The destination is Finsbury Park, home to both the Mets and Capitals. They're part of the same club -- headlined by the Mets. The London Mets Baseball & Softball Club is the largest in the U.K. and the Mets have won the NBL title for seven years running.




The Capitals were dominating a lower division, so they moved up, and they've been giving the Mets a good run. Good enough to get to the finals, anyway, where they've lost to the Mets the past five years.
"It's more like a big brother, little brother situation in a sense," Mets coach Derrick Cook explained at a recent game in Enfield, just north of London. "It's like, 'Hey, the big brother is good at everything and the little brother is always trying to beat the big brother."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

It's as if the Mets are the New York Yankees, and the Capitals are, well, the Mets.
The New York version of the Mets are in town this weekend for a two-game series against the Philadelphia Phillies.
Soccer is the dominant sport here, with the current focus on England's chances in the upcoming European Championship. There are also eyeballs on the cricket T20 World Cup.

    


Indeed, the Finsbury Park baseball diamond had been used for cricket until being abandoned because it was too easily waterlogged. Players unwind and install the outfield fence -- a flimsy plastic piece anchored by stakes -- before each game, and the leftover cricket pavilion has become handy as a baseball clubhouse with moss on the roof and Mets' trophies inside.
The club rents the facilities from the city. It's a short walk from the Manor House tube station to the gap in the wooden fence that separates the field from a busy street. They still use equipment the Yankees donated in 2019 during MLB's debut in Europe -- baseball's are in sparse supply in the U.K., so the Mets keep their gameday stockpile under lock and key. 
Cook, a Chicago native and IT network engineer, played college baseball and -- this comes up a lot -- did a Google search when he moved to London in 2009 and found the Mets.
The Mets attract some of the best players. Many are in their 20s and 30s. A handful of youngsters have come through the system and played some U.S. college ball. London native Freddy Mosier has pitched for the Mets, Britain's national team and Middlebury College in Vermont. Rose Bhanji is also on the Mets roster and other women play on the club's lower-tier men's teams as well as a women's team -- and several also play for Britain's national women's team.

    


The league is amateur but the Mets have in the past used "import" players -- not paid to play exactly, but rather to work as a coach, help with groundskeeping and promote the game in schools.
There's no import this year because the visa prices have increased, but any new player is still free to join a team.
Geremias Valencia, who had been in the Los Angeles Dodgers system, was so new to the Mets last month that after hitting a home run in his first game, a teammate was overheard asking "what's his name?" while the Panamanian outfielder was rounding the bases.
Hashiguchi, the Capitals' ace, said he sees different Mets' lineups all the time for their 7-inning affairs.

    


"They say like 'oh, he's from Germany but just temporary,' or 'he's from US college but just temporary.' So a lot of good players there, but always changing," the 33-year-old Japanese right-hander said.
Hashiguchi moved to London a few years ago with his wife, who is British.
"I want to beat the champion to be a champion," said Hashiguchi, a physiotherapist who now trains on his own because he has two young children. "So I joined the Capitals because it's more challenging for my baseball career."
Hashiguchi took the loss against the Mets in 2021's single-game final when Rich Minford hit a homer to the New River -- a man-made canal built in 1613 to route freshwater to Londoners -- beyond center field.
A year later, Hashiguchi threw 148 pitches in a semifinal victory. The bad news for the Capitals? The final was the next day. Then last season, the final switched to a three-game series. Hashiguchi won Game 1, but the Mets cruised in the doubleheader a day later.

    


Hashiguchi, who has also played in Australia, throws breaking balls for strikes and has an 86 mph fastball. On Sunday at Finsbury Park, he made quick work of Bristol-based Vetra BC's lineup -- a mix of Lithuanian and Latin American expats. Wives, girlfriends, babies and dogs attended, and a foul ball landed by the pickup soccer game nearby.
The Capitals aren't the only threat to the crown. The Essex Arrows are currently in first place in the six-team NBL, and the Sheffield Bruins swept the Mets in a recent doubleheader.
"As the standard of the NBL rises, our players are more prepared to go over and face the better teams in Europe," said Joe O'Connell, the Mets' commissioner of adult teams.
The Mets are competing this week in the third-tier European Federation Cup in Zurich, Switzerland.
Cook, the Mets coach, says rivalries aside, it's a close-knit league where players drive long distances and line fields for the joy of the game.
"The dedication across the league is there. Guys are playing because they really just enjoy playing, they love this game."
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb
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    [image: FILE - Evidence markers dot the scene, Wednesday, Aug. 10, 2022, on Richmond, Ind., where Richmond Police Department Officer Seara Burton was critically wounded and a man was injured in a shootout following a traffic stop. A man charged with fatally shooting Burton died Thursday, June 6, 2024 at a state prison, authorities said. (Mike Emery/The Palladium-Item via AP, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Evidence markers dot the scene, Wednesday, Aug. 10, 2022, on Richmond, Ind., where Richmond Police Department Officer Seara Burton was critically wounded and a man was injured in a shootout following a traffic stop. A man charged with fatally shooting Burton died Thursday, June 6, 2024 at a state prison, authorities said. (Mike Emery/The Palladium-Item via AP, File)
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                                        PENDLETON, Ind. (AP) -- A man charged with fatally shooting an Indiana police officer in the head in 2022 died Thursday at a state prison, authorities said.
Phillip Lee was being held at Pendleton prison while awaiting trial next year on murder and other charges in the death of Richmond Officer Seara Burton.
Lee was "discovered alone in his cell and unresponsive by correctional staff. ... Toxicology results and an autopsy are pending, although no foul play is suspected," state police said.
No other details were released.
Burton, 28, was shot while assisting officers who had stopped Lee on his moped and suspected that he possessed drugs. She died a month later in September 2022. She had been a police officer for four years in Richmond, about 65 miles (105 kilometers) east of Indianapolis. 
Prosecutors had said the death penalty was possible in Lee's case.
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    [image: FILE - Groundwater squirts up during drilling for a geothermal heating and cooling system at a home in White Plains, N.Y., May 8, 2023. A community in Framingham, Mass., will soon become one of the first in the U.S. to be heated with geothermal connected to each other. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson, File)]
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                                        Jennifer and Eric Mauchan live in a Cape Cod-style house in Framingham, Massachusetts that they've been cooling with five air conditioners. In the summer, the electric bill for the 2,600-square-foot home can be $200. 
In the winter, heating with natural gas is often more than $300 a month, even with the temperature set at 65 degrees Fahrenheit (18 degrees Celsius). 
"My mom, when she was alive, wouldn't come to our house in the wintertime," because it was too cold, Eric Mauchan said. 
But beginning Tuesday, their neighborhood will be part of a pilot climate solution that connects 37 homes and businesses with a highly-efficient, underground heating and cooling system. Even taking into account that several of the buildings will be switching from natural gas to electricity, people are expected to see their electric bills drop by 20% on average. It's a model some experts say can be scaled up and replicated elsewhere. 

    


"As soon as they told me about it, I bought in 100%," said Jennifer Mauchan, who works in finance, remembering her first meeting with representatives from Eversource, the gas and electric utility that installed the system. "From a financial perspective, I thought that it was a very viable option for us." She cited lower greenhouse gases that cause climate change as an important factor in the decision. 




Gina Richard, owner of Corner Cabinet, a kitchen and bath cabinet showroom in Framingham, said she felt "pretty lucky" to be part of the project. She currently uses two air conditioners and two heaters and looks forward to replacing all that with a single system. Richard said she was told she could see her winter heating bill of $900-1,000 go down by as much as a third, which she said would be "amazing."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Framingham system consists of a giant underground loop filled with water and antifreeze, similar to the way gas is delivered to several houses in a neighborhood. Water in the loop absorbs heat from underground, which remains at about 55 degrees Fahrenheit (13 degrees Celsius) all year.

    


Households have their own heat pump units that provide heating and air conditioning, installed by the utility. These take heat from the loop, spike the temperature further, and release that heat as warm air into the homes. For air conditioning, heat is extracted from the home or business and released into the Earth or transported to the next home. 
The energy sharing works best when some buildings are drawing on heat while another needs it, the way a grocery store needs to keep its cases refrigerated even in winter. 
Other networked geothermal projects exist in the U.S., including the Texas community of Whisper Valley and Carleton College in Northfield, Minnesota. Eversource says this is the first utility-led installation in the U.S. If it works, that could be important because an individual homeowner could not do the digging and drilling necessary to create a neighborhood system.
Right now, homeowners can buy individual air source heat pumps, which have become common and are efficient. Or they can drill for more expensive, even more efficient ground source heat pumps. Incentives, such as those in the Inflation Reduction Act or local utilities, help lower the price on these, yet the final cost can still be tens of thousands of dollars. 

    


Framingham beat out other communities that applied to Eversource to become pilot sites. The city 20 minutes west of Boston is surrounded by Harvard University and Massachusetts Institute of Technology, plus firms like Thermo Fisher Scientific, Pfizer and Novartis. Eric Mauchan said the proximity of so much advanced technology and a state law requiring that greenhouse gas emissions ramp down to zero by 2050 helped make the community receptive. 
Nikki Bruno, vice president for clean technologies for Eversource, also cited the state's emissions law as a reason for the pilot. It was also "an opportunity from a decarbonization standpoint," she said, because Eversource has its own net zero goal.
"We're thinking about, okay, we do this pilot now, how can we scale this into a sustainable business model, into a sustainable program to offer in more locations?" she said.

    


Jack DiEnna, founder of the Geothermal National & International Initiative, an alliance of industry professionals, said utilities are seeing pressure to address climate change plus incentives to do so. Ground source heat pumps are highly efficient, reduce the electricity demand on the grid and can be installed in regions beyond the reach of gas lines. They also cool homes and release very little in the way of climate pollution compared to traditional heaters and air conditioners.
There is also an equity issue that concerns some in the climate and energy sector. If people who have the means disconnect their natural gas, it could have unequal consequences for people. 

    


It "means that the people who can least afford it are stuck paying for this gas system, this very leaky gas system," said Ania Camargo, thermal energy networks manager at the Building Decarbonization Coalition, a nonprofit working to eliminate fossil fuels from buildings. 
"One of the reasons why I advocate for utilities to be a big part of the solution is because it's a way to make sure we can do this for everybody." 
Back at the Mauchans' home, the couple laughs about the accommodations they were making to their old heating system. "I was so mindful of the expense that we would incur if we increased the temperature to, God forbid, 70 degrees in the winter," Jennifer recalled about letting the house get cold in winter. 
They expect their new heat pump to change things. "I mean, we'll keep our house 71 degrees all year long," Eric said.
___
The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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                                        SPRINGFIELD, Va. (AP) -- An child and two adults were killed Wednesday night when they were struck by a train on a railroad bridge in northern Virginia.
Fairfax County Police say their preliminary investigation shows that the three were walking on the elevated railroad tracks near Accotink Park Road in Springfield when they were struck.
Police were called to the location around 8:30 p.m. All three were pronounced dead at the scene.
The tracks are adjacent to a lake and park that features hiking trails and other amenities. The railroad bridge carries the tracks over Accotink Creek.
Police said their investigation is ongoing. They did not initially identify those killed or whether they were related.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/virginia-train-crash-railroad-bridge-76f5b6d48bebe86c9002675c59147ba7



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Slightly more Americans apply for jobless benefits, but layoffs remain at healthy levels | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Slightly more Americans apply for jobless benefits, but layoffs remain at healthy levels

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: A hiring sign is displayed at a gas station in Vernon Hills, Ill., Monday, June 3, 2024. On Thursday, June 6, 2024, the Labor Department reports on the number of people who applied for unemployment benefits last week. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)]
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                                        The number of Americans applying for jobless claims rose last week, but layoffs remain at healthy levels despite lingering inflation and high interest rates.
Unemployment benefit applications for the week ending June 1 rose by 8,000 to 229,000, up from 221,000 the week before, the Labor Department reported Thursday.
The four-week average of claims, which offsets some of the week-to-week gyrations, fell to 222,250, a small decline of 750 from the previous week.
Weekly unemployment claims are seen as a stand-in for the number of U.S. layoffs in a given week and a sign of where the job market is headed. They have remained at historically low levels since millions of jobs vanished when the COVID-19 pandemic hit the U.S. in the spring of 2020.
The Federal Reserve raised its benchmark borrowing rate 11 times beginning in March of 2022 in an attempt to extinguish the four-decade high inflation that took hold after the economy rebounded from the COVID-19 recession of 2020. The Fed's intention was to cool off a red-hot labor market and slow wage growth, which can fuel inflation.

    


Many economists had expected the rapid rate hikes would trigger a recession, but that's been avoided so far thanks to strong consumer demand and sturdier-than-expected labor market.




In April, U.S. employers added just 175,000 jobs, the fewest in six months and a sign that the labor market may be finally cooling off. The unemployment rate inched back up to 3.9% from 3.8% and has now remained below 4% for 27 straight months, the longest such streak since the 1960s. The Labor Department issues its May jobs report on Friday. Analysts are forecasting that employers added 180,000 jobs last month.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The government also recently reported that job openings fell to 8.1 million in April, the fewest vacancies since 2021.
Moderation in the pace of hiring, combined with a slowdown in wage growth, could give the Fed the data its been seeking to finally cut its benchmark interest rate. A cooler reading on consumer inflation in April could also play into the Fed's rate decision next week.

    


Though layoffs remain low, some high-profile companies have been announcing more job cuts recently, mostly across technology and media. Google parent company Alphabet, Apple and eBay have all recently announced layoffs.
Outside of tech and media, Walmart, Peloton, Stellantis, Nike and Tesla have recently announced job cuts.
In total, 1.79 million Americans were collecting jobless benefits during the week that ended May 25, an increase of 2,000.
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    [image: Ahmed, a Palestinian shepherd, poses for a portrait in a hamlet in the South Hebron Hills, Friday, May 17, 2024. Ahmed spoke to AP on condition that only his first name be used, over fear of retaliation. He and other Palestinians in the West Bank say they face harassment and intimidation by Israeli settlers, some of whom have been sanctioned internationally. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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[image: Israeli settler Yinon Levi speaks on his phone in the kitchen at his farm in the West Bank settlement outpost of Meitarim, Sunday, May 12, 2024. Levi was sanctioned by the United States; he said he had trouble paying bills for weeks but then could access money again. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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[image: A horse belonging to Israeli settler Yinon Levi is seen at his farm in the West Bank outpost of Meitarim, Sunday, May 12, 2024. In founding Meitarim, Levi said, he wanted to protect the area from being overtaken by Palestinians. His farm is unauthorized by the Israeli government. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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[image: Yinon Levi works on his farm in the South Hebron Hills, West Bank, Sunday, May 12, 2024. Levi said he wants to expand agriculture at the farm, founded in 2021. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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[image: Elisha Yered, an Israeli settler and leading figure with the Hilltop Youth, visits with journalists in a makeshift clubhouse on a hilltop near the settlement of Maskiot in the northern West Bank, Sunday, May 12, 2024. Yered was sanctioned by the EU and Britain but said nothing will stop his plans to expand. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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[image: A dog runs on Meitarim, the farm outpost founded by Israeli settler Yinon Levi. Levi's community raised money for him after he was sanctioned and couldn't pay bills for weeks. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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[image: Daniella Weiss, regarded as the godmother of the Israeli settler movement, center, speaks with a woman as Israelis in a march in Sderot, southern Israel, on Independence Day, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. She led the rally in southern Israel along the border with Gaza, calling for the reestablishment of settlements in the enclave. Israeli troops withdrew from Gaza in 2005, uprooting some 9,000 settlers in a move that bitterly divided Israel. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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[image: Elisha Yered, an Israeli settler and leading figure with the Hilltop Youth, poses for a portrait in a makeshift clubhouse on a hilltop near the settlement of Maskiot in the northern West Bank, Sunday, May 12, 2024. Yered was sanctioned by the EU and Britain but said nothing will stop his plans to expand. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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[image: An Israeli settlement tops a hill overlooking sheep in their pen in a hamlet in the South Hebron Hills, West Bank, Friday, May 17, 2024. Palestinians say they are restricted by Israeli settlers from grazing land and face harassment, intimidation and violence. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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[image: Goats and sheep run to their troughs in a hamlet in the South Hebron Hills, West Bank, Friday, May 17, 2024. Palestinians say they are restricted by Israeli settlers from grazing land and face harassment, intimidation and violence. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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[image: A bedroom window is seen in a Palestinian herding hamlet in the South Hebron Hills, West Bank, Friday, May 17, 2024 -- showing that shepherds have a view of an Israeli settlement. Palestinians say they are restricted by Israeli settlers from grazing land and face harassment, intimidation and violence. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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    [image: Ahmed, a Palestinian shepherd, poses for a portrait in a hamlet in the South Hebron Hills, Friday, May 17, 2024. Ahmed spoke to AP on condition that only his first name be used, over fear of retaliation. He and other Palestinians in the West Bank say they face harassment and intimidation by Israeli settlers, some of whom have been sanctioned internationally. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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[image: Israeli settler Yinon Levi speaks on his phone in the kitchen at his farm in the West Bank settlement outpost of Meitarim, Sunday, May 12, 2024. Levi was sanctioned by the United States; he said he had trouble paying bills for weeks but then could access money again. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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[image: A horse belonging to Israeli settler Yinon Levi is seen at his farm in the West Bank outpost of Meitarim, Sunday, May 12, 2024. In founding Meitarim, Levi said, he wanted to protect the area from being overtaken by Palestinians. His farm is unauthorized by the Israeli government. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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[image: Yinon Levi works on his farm in the South Hebron Hills, West Bank, Sunday, May 12, 2024. Levi said he wants to expand agriculture at the farm, founded in 2021. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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[image: Elisha Yered, an Israeli settler and leading figure with the Hilltop Youth, visits with journalists in a makeshift clubhouse on a hilltop near the settlement of Maskiot in the northern West Bank, Sunday, May 12, 2024. Yered was sanctioned by the EU and Britain but said nothing will stop his plans to expand. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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Elisha Yered, an Israeli settler and leading figure with the Hilltop Youth, visits with journalists in a makeshift clubhouse on a hilltop near the settlement of Maskiot in the northern West Bank, Sunday, May 12, 2024. Yered was sanctioned by the EU and Britain but said nothing will stop his plans to expand. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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[image: A dog runs on Meitarim, the farm outpost founded by Israeli settler Yinon Levi. Levi's community raised money for him after he was sanctioned and couldn't pay bills for weeks. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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A dog runs on Meitarim, the farm outpost founded by Israeli settler Yinon Levi. Levi's community raised money for him after he was sanctioned and couldn't pay bills for weeks. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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[image: Daniella Weiss, regarded as the godmother of the Israeli settler movement, center, speaks with a woman as Israelis in a march in Sderot, southern Israel, on Independence Day, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. She led the rally in southern Israel along the border with Gaza, calling for the reestablishment of settlements in the enclave. Israeli troops withdrew from Gaza in 2005, uprooting some 9,000 settlers in a move that bitterly divided Israel. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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[image: Elisha Yered, an Israeli settler and leading figure with the Hilltop Youth, poses for a portrait in a makeshift clubhouse on a hilltop near the settlement of Maskiot in the northern West Bank, Sunday, May 12, 2024. Yered was sanctioned by the EU and Britain but said nothing will stop his plans to expand. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 11 | Elisha Yered, an Israeli settler and leading figure with the Hilltop Youth, poses for a portrait in a makeshift clubhouse on a hilltop near the settlement of Maskiot in the northern West Bank, Sunday, May 12, 2024. Yered was sanctioned by the EU and Britain but said nothing will stop his plans to expand. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 11
Elisha Yered, an Israeli settler and leading figure with the Hilltop Youth, poses for a portrait in a makeshift clubhouse on a hilltop near the settlement of Maskiot in the northern West Bank, Sunday, May 12, 2024. Yered was sanctioned by the EU and Britain but said nothing will stop his plans to expand. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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[image: An Israeli settlement tops a hill overlooking sheep in their pen in a hamlet in the South Hebron Hills, West Bank, Friday, May 17, 2024. Palestinians say they are restricted by Israeli settlers from grazing land and face harassment, intimidation and violence. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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[image: Goats and sheep run to their troughs in a hamlet in the South Hebron Hills, West Bank, Friday, May 17, 2024. Palestinians say they are restricted by Israeli settlers from grazing land and face harassment, intimidation and violence. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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[image: A bedroom window is seen in a Palestinian herding hamlet in the South Hebron Hills, West Bank, Friday, May 17, 2024 -- showing that shepherds have a view of an Israeli settlement. Palestinians say they are restricted by Israeli settlers from grazing land and face harassment, intimidation and violence. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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                                        SOUTH HEBRON HILLS, West Bank (AP) -- More than a dozen Israeli settlers -- as well as two affiliated farms and four groups -- have been targeted by international sanctions over accusations of attacks and harassment against Palestinians in the West Bank. 
The measures are meant as a deterrent. They expose people to asset freezes and travel and visa bans. 
But the measures have had minimal impact, instead emboldening settlers as attacks and land grabbling escalate. Communities donated money and held fundraisers, making tens of thousands of dollars for some sanctioned settlers. And at least one far-right government official, Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich, vowed to intervene of sanctioned settler's behalf.
Three sanctioned settlers -- Yinon Levi; his father-in-law, Noam Federman; and Elisha Yered -- told The Associated Press the measures against them were, at most, an annoyance. 

    


Meanwhile, Palestinians in the West Bank say sanctions are mostly futile with ongoing verbal and physical harassment by settlers. 
Here's what to know from AP's report. 
TURBOCHARGED EXPANSION
Settlement expansion has been ongoing since Israel seized the West Bank in the 1967 Mideast war. 




Some 500,000 Israelis have settled there; the international community largely considers their presence illegal. Under Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's current coalition -- the most right-wing in Israeli history, with settlers themselves in key positions -- expansion has been turbocharged. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Palestinians say Israeli outposts are expanding and shrinking their access to land, and settler violence against them has soared since Hamas' Oct. 7 attack that sparked the war with Israel. 
Land seized through illegal outposts has more than doubled since then, settlement watchdog Kerem Navot says.
U.S. officials have repeatedly raised concerns about surging settler violence. Israel has said it's calling for settlers to stand down and investigating violent incidents. But rights groups accuse the government and army of complicity with the settlers. 

    


In March, even the Israeli army complained about the extent to which the government intervenes on behalf of settlers. An internal document, seen by AP and published by The New York Times, said the army is routinely denied authorization to act against illegal building by Israelis and regularly authorized to act against Palestinians.
SANCTIONS AS AN ANNOYANCE
The sanctions prohibit financial institutions and residents in the issuing country from providing funds to a person or entity. Even though Israeli banks aren't obliged to freeze accounts, many do so to maintain relations with banks -- particularly for U.S. sanctions -- and avoid risk. 
But for sanctioned settlers, the implications didn't last long.
When settler Yinon Levi was sanctioned by the U.S. in February, he said his Israeli bank froze his accounts and within days, he couldn't pay his mortgage or children's school and activities fees. But his community raised thousands of dollars for him. Two months post-sanctions, he was granted access to his money. 
Levi said he founded Meitarim Farm in 2021 to wanted to protect the area from being overtaken by Palestinians. Since then, activists say, more than 300 people from four nearby hamlets have been pushed off their land.

    


Since gaining access to his money in April, Levi said, he's never been refused a request. The bank gave him a monthly limit of $8,000 in withdrawals, he said, but he nearly doubled that in the first few weeks.
U.S. Treasury didn't respond to emailed requests for comment on Levi's claims, restrictions for sanctioned settlers and monitoring mechanisms. 
The spokesperson for Bank Leumi, Levi's bank and a major Israeli financial institution, didn't respond to calls and messages seeking comment on settlers' accounts and transactions.
On the other side of the West Bank, in a makeshift clubhouse on a hilltop near the settlement of Maskiyot, Elisha Yered said sanctions haven't slowed expansion goals. 
"Only settling the land will bring security," Yered said. "Anyone who thinks this will break us is mistaken. We've survived harder things than this." 

    


LITTLE REPRIEVE, PALESTINIANS SAY 
Eight Palestinians in two hamlets in the South Hebron Hills told AP they're still being pushed off their land, with several alleging Levi has threatened them since sanctioned.
One man said that in February, while out with his sheep, Levi held him at gunpoint, recounted all the places he'd forced people away, and threatened to kill him if he returned.
"He told me, 'I displaced people from Zanuta to ad-Dhahiriya... I am from the family of the farm of mad people,'" said Ahmed, who spoke on condition that only his first name be used, over fear of retaliation.
Levi denied the incident.
The few Palestinians who have refused to leave the area around Levi's farm say their land has shrunk by 95% since he established Meitarim, crippling them economically.
Dror Etkes, an anti-occupation researcher, said there's been a total collapse of rule of law in the territory, with the Israeli government defending settlers.

    


Etkes said land controlled by Levi has nearly doubled since the war, from about 1,000 (400 hectares) to 2,000 acres (800 hectares). 
CALLS FOR MORE
Local rights groups hope sanctions will be extended to Israeli government officials who they say embolden settler activity.
That would send a stronger signal of Washington's condemnation, said Delaney Simon, of the International Crisis Group.
"Sanctions against government officials have cast a chilling effect in other countries, causing firms to shy away from doing business in those places," she said. 
Smotrich, who lives in the Kedumim settlement and was given special powers over settlement policies as part of the governing coalition agreement, told Israeli media in April that he'd take steps to help sanctioned settlers. 
Levi's father-in-law, Federman, told AP that he spoke to Smotrich directly. 
"He said he will take care of it, and if necessary he will even make a law against interference of other countries," Federman said. Shortly after, he added, his son-in-law's account was unfrozen. 
Smotrich said in a text-message statement that sanctions are "a grave mistake by the Biden administration." He didn't address questions about whether he intervened directly to unfreeze settlers' accounts. But he said the government is working with "our friends in the U.S." to cancel or reduce sanctions. 
During a U.S. congressional subcommittee meeting Tuesday with Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen, Sen. Chris Van Hollen urged sanctions against Smotrich. 
"This is in direct contradiction of U.S. policy," he said. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/us-sanctions-israeli-settlers-west-bank-palestinians-501e6bad17911341eda242372f621eda
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    [image: The New York Stock Exchange, right, is shown in this view looking east on Wall St. on Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Global shares are mixed as investors weigh data highlighting a slowing U.S. economy that offers both upsides and downsides for Wall Street. (AP Photo/Peter Morgan, File)]
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[image: People pass by an electronic stock board showing Japan's Nikkei 225 index at a securities firm Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]
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[image: A person walks in front of an electronic stock board showing Japan's Nikkei 225 index at a securities firm Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]
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[image: People stand in front of an electronic stock board showing Japan's Nikkei 225 index at a securities firm Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]
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[image: People pass by an electronic stock board showing Japan's Nikkei 225 index at a securities firm Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]
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[image: A person walks in front of an electronic stock board showing Japan's Nikkei 225 index at a securities firm Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]
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[image: People stand in front of an electronic stock board showing Japan's Nikkei 225 index at a securities firm Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]
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                                        HONG KONG (AP) -- Asian markets rose Thursday after Wall Street barreled to records Wednesday as the frenzy around artificial-intelligence technology kept sending stocks higher. 
U.S. futures and oil prices gained.
In Tokyo, the Nikkei 225 index climbed 0.9% to 38,841.75. The Hang Seng in Hong Kong added 0.8% to 18,569.48 and the Shanghai Composite index was up 0.1% at 3,068.31.
Australia's S&P/ASX 200 gained 0.7% to 7,824.40 after data from the Australian Bureau of Statistics showed the country's trading surplus rebounded in April, with exports falling 2.5% and imports dropping 7.2%.
Taiwan's Taiex surged 2% after contract electronics maker Foxconn's shares jumped 0.6% after the company reported its revenue rose 22.1% year-on-year in May, a record high for the month. In Bangkok, the SET was up 0.4%.
South Korea's markets were closed for a holiday.

    


On Wednesday, the S&P 500 climbed 1.2% to 5,354.03, hitting the top of its all-time high set two weeks ago. The Nasdaq composite jumped 2% to 17,187.90 and likewise set a record. The Dow Jones Industrial Average, which has less of an emphasis on tech, lagged the market with a gain of 0.2% to 38,807.33.




The rally sent the total market value of Nvidia, which has become the poster child of the AI boom, above $3 trillion for the first time. 
Nvidia is leading the way because its chips are powering much of the rush into AI, and it rose another 5.2% to bring its gain for the year to more than 147%. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The chip company also joined Microsoft and Apple as the only U.S. stocks to ever top $3 trillion in total value. Apple regained that milestone valuation after rising 0.8% Wednesday.
The gains for tech stocks helped offset a 4.9% drop for Dollar Tree, which matched analysts' expectations for profit but fell just shy for revenue. The retailer also said it's considering selling or spinning off its Family Dollar business. 

    


The broad retail industry has been highlighting challenges for lower-income U.S. households, which are trying to keep up with still-high inflation.
Treasury yields fell in the bond market following some mixed data on the economy. One report said real estate, health care and other businesses in the U.S. services sector returned to growth last month and beat economists' forecasts. Perhaps more importantly for Wall Street, the report from the Institute for Supply Management also said prices rose at a slower pace in May than a month before. 
Another report suggested hiring slowed last month by more than expected at U.S. employers outside the government.
Stocks had been shaky recently after reports suggested the U.S. economy's growth is fading under the weight of high interest rates. Wall Street has actually been hoping for such a slowdown because it can drive down inflation and convince the Federal Reserve to deliver much-desired cuts to interest rates. 
But it also raises the possibility of overshooting and sending the economy into a recession, which would ultimately hurt stock prices.
Treasury yields sank after the weaker-than-expected economic reports raised expectations for coming cuts to rates by the Federal Reserve. The yield on the 10-year Treasury fell to 4.29% from 4.33% late Tuesday and from 4.60% a week ago.

    


The next big move for Treasury yields and Wall Street overall could come Friday, when the U.S. government releases its monthly jobs report. That report is much more comprehensive than Wednesday's from ADP, and economists expect Friday's data to show a slight pickup in overall hiring. The hope continues to be that the job market slows its growth but not by so much that it devolves into widespread layoffs.
In other dealings, U.S. benchmark crude oil gained 40 cents to $74.47 per barrel in electronic trading on the New York Mercantile Exchange.
Brent crude, the international standard, was up 30 cents to $78.71 per barrel.
The U.S. dollar fell to 155.59 Japanese yen from 156.10 yen. The euro climbed to $1.0892 from $1.0868. 
___
AP Business Writer Stan Choe contributed.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/stock-market-rates-inflation-fed-2c7a03d4e187731032538fd95bf57031



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Southwest heatwave: Phoenix using ice immersion to treat heatstroke victims | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Phoenix using ice immersion to treat heatstroke victims as Southwest bakes with highs well over 100

    Phoenix using ice immersion to treat heatstroke victims as Southwest bakes with highs well over 100

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Phoenix Fire Capt. John Prato demonstrates a new protocol that the fire department in America's hottest big city is adopting as the West braces for the first heat wave of the summer season, Monday, June 3, 2024, in Phoenix. The cold water immersion therapy already used by hospitals in the area will also now be used by Phoenix fire and paramedics personnel on every patient they encounter this season with signs of heat stroke. (AP Photo/Anita Snow)]
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[image: Phoenix Fire Capt. John Prato demonstrates a new protocol that the fire department in America's hottest big city is adopting as the West braces for the first heat wave of the summer season, Monday, June 3, 2024, in Phoenix. The cold water immersion therapy already used by hospitals in the area will also now be used by Phoenix fire and paramedics personnel on every patient they encounter this season with signs of heat stroke. (AP Photo/Anita Snow)]
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[image: Dr. Paul Pugsley, medical director of the emergency department at Valleywise Health Medical Center in Phoenix, explains, Monday, June 3, 2024, how his staff will be working on a new protocol being adopted by the Phoenix Fire Department across its jurisdiction this summer in hopes of preventing some deaths from heat stroke. Known as cold water immersion therapy, the technique involves placing a patient with heat stroke inside a bag of ice slurry to bring down their body temperature long before the person arrives at a hospital emergency room. (AP Photo/Anita Snow)]
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[image: Hector Hernandez flings cups of water on Sharon, 9, and Cristian Roman, 8, at the public fountain along Prince Memorial Greenway in Santa Rosa, Calif., Tuesday, June 4, 2024 as a heat wave begins to bake the North Coast. The family of children an their parents cooled off in the fountain due to a lack of air conditioning at their homes. (Kent Porter/The Press Democrat via AP)]
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[image: People walk through cooling misters along the Las Vegas Strip, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, in Las Vegas. Parts of California, Nevada and Arizona are expected to bake this week as the first heat wave of the season arrives with triple-digit temperatures. (AP Photo/John Locher)]
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[image: A person cools off in a mister along the Las Vegas Strip, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, in Las Vegas. Parts of California, Nevada and Arizona are expected to bake this week as the first heat wave of the season arrives with triple-digit temperatures. (AP Photo/John Locher)]
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[image: Arizona Cardinals' Ben Stille cools down during an NFL football organized team activity, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in Tempe, Ariz. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Arizona Cardinals' Zaven Collins wipes off sweat during an NFL football organized team activity, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in Tempe, Ariz. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Arizona Cardinals' Elijah Wilkinson cools off during an NFL football organized team activity, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in Tempe, Ariz. (AP Photo/Matt York)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 9 | Arizona Cardinals' Elijah Wilkinson cools off during an NFL football organized team activity, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in Tempe, Ariz. (AP Photo/Matt York)
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    [image: Phoenix Fire Capt. John Prato demonstrates a new protocol that the fire department in America's hottest big city is adopting as the West braces for the first heat wave of the summer season, Monday, June 3, 2024, in Phoenix. The cold water immersion therapy already used by hospitals in the area will also now be used by Phoenix fire and paramedics personnel on every patient they encounter this season with signs of heat stroke. (AP Photo/Anita Snow)]
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[image: Phoenix Fire Capt. John Prato demonstrates a new protocol that the fire department in America's hottest big city is adopting as the West braces for the first heat wave of the summer season, Monday, June 3, 2024, in Phoenix. The cold water immersion therapy already used by hospitals in the area will also now be used by Phoenix fire and paramedics personnel on every patient they encounter this season with signs of heat stroke. (AP Photo/Anita Snow)]
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[image: Dr. Paul Pugsley, medical director of the emergency department at Valleywise Health Medical Center in Phoenix, explains, Monday, June 3, 2024, how his staff will be working on a new protocol being adopted by the Phoenix Fire Department across its jurisdiction this summer in hopes of preventing some deaths from heat stroke. Known as cold water immersion therapy, the technique involves placing a patient with heat stroke inside a bag of ice slurry to bring down their body temperature long before the person arrives at a hospital emergency room. (AP Photo/Anita Snow)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 9 | Dr. Paul Pugsley, medical director of the emergency department at Valleywise Health Medical Center in Phoenix, explains, Monday, June 3, 2024, how his staff will be working on a new protocol being adopted by the Phoenix Fire Department across its jurisdiction this summer in hopes of preventing some deaths from heat stroke. Known as cold water immersion therapy, the technique involves placing a patient with heat stroke inside a bag of ice slurry to bring down their body temperature long before the person arrives at a hospital emergency room. (AP Photo/Anita Snow)
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Dr. Paul Pugsley, medical director of the emergency department at Valleywise Health Medical Center in Phoenix, explains, Monday, June 3, 2024, how his staff will be working on a new protocol being adopted by the Phoenix Fire Department across its jurisdiction this summer in hopes of preventing some deaths from heat stroke. Known as cold water immersion therapy, the technique involves placing a patient with heat stroke inside a bag of ice slurry to bring down their body temperature long before the person arrives at a hospital emergency room. (AP Photo/Anita Snow)
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[image: Hector Hernandez flings cups of water on Sharon, 9, and Cristian Roman, 8, at the public fountain along Prince Memorial Greenway in Santa Rosa, Calif., Tuesday, June 4, 2024 as a heat wave begins to bake the North Coast. The family of children an their parents cooled off in the fountain due to a lack of air conditioning at their homes. (Kent Porter/The Press Democrat via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 9 | Hector Hernandez flings cups of water on Sharon, 9, and Cristian Roman, 8, at the public fountain along Prince Memorial Greenway in Santa Rosa, Calif., Tuesday, June 4, 2024 as a heat wave begins to bake the North Coast. The family of children an their parents cooled off in the fountain due to a lack of air conditioning at their homes. (Kent Porter/The Press Democrat via AP)
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Hector Hernandez flings cups of water on Sharon, 9, and Cristian Roman, 8, at the public fountain along Prince Memorial Greenway in Santa Rosa, Calif., Tuesday, June 4, 2024 as a heat wave begins to bake the North Coast. The family of children an their parents cooled off in the fountain due to a lack of air conditioning at their homes. (Kent Porter/The Press Democrat via AP)
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[image: People walk through cooling misters along the Las Vegas Strip, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, in Las Vegas. Parts of California, Nevada and Arizona are expected to bake this week as the first heat wave of the season arrives with triple-digit temperatures. (AP Photo/John Locher)]
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[image: A person cools off in a mister along the Las Vegas Strip, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, in Las Vegas. Parts of California, Nevada and Arizona are expected to bake this week as the first heat wave of the season arrives with triple-digit temperatures. (AP Photo/John Locher)]
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[image: Arizona Cardinals' Ben Stille cools down during an NFL football organized team activity, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in Tempe, Ariz. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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Arizona Cardinals' Ben Stille cools down during an NFL football organized team activity, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in Tempe, Ariz. (AP Photo/Matt York)
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[image: Arizona Cardinals' Zaven Collins wipes off sweat during an NFL football organized team activity, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in Tempe, Ariz. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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Arizona Cardinals' Zaven Collins wipes off sweat during an NFL football organized team activity, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in Tempe, Ariz. (AP Photo/Matt York)
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[image: Arizona Cardinals' Elijah Wilkinson cools off during an NFL football organized team activity, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in Tempe, Ariz. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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                                        PHOENIX (AP) -- The season's first heat wave is already baking the Southwest with triple-digit temperatures as firefighters in Phoenix -- America's hottest big city -- employ new tactics in hopes of saving more lives in a county that saw 645 heat-related deaths last year.
Starting this season, the Phoenix Fire Department is immersing heatstroke victims in ice on the way to area hospitals. The medical technique, known as cold-water immersion, is familiar to marathon runners and military service members and has also recently been adopted by Phoenix hospitals as a go-to protocol, Fire Capt. John Prato said. 
Emergency crews may be using the technique sooner than expected as oppressive heat has arrived earlier than usual across much of the region. The mercury reached 108 F (42.2 C) on Wednesday in Phoenix and Las Vegas, and record highs topping 110 F (43.3 C) are forecast in both cities on Thursday.

    


Prato demonstrated the potentially lifesaving method earlier this week outside the emergency department of Valleywise Health Medical Center in Phoenix, packing ice cubes inside an impermeable blue bag around a medical dummy representing a patient. He said the technique could dramatically lower body temperature in minutes.




"Just last week, we had a critical patient that we were able to bring back before we walked through the emergency room doors," Prato said. "That's our goal -- to improve patient survivability."

    
        
            
                

            

        

    


    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The heatstroke treatment has made ice and human-sized immersion bags standard equipment on all Phoenix fire department emergency vehicles. It is among measures the city adopted this year as temperatures and their human toll soar ever higher. Phoenix for the first time is also keeping two cooling stations open overnight this season.
"There's a very high-pressure system over the Southwest that's bringing the first heat wave of the summer to the region," said Sean Benedict, a lead meteorologist for the weather service based in Phoenix. He said in addition to Arizona, the extreme heat will bake areas of eastern California, northern California and Nevada and even parts of southern Texas over the next few days.

    


Using its Heat Risk sliding scale to measure potentially dangerous heat in a 24-hour period, the National Weather Service in Las Vegas forecasted "extreme" heat in parts of southern Nevada from Wednesday throughout the weekend. 
"Extreme" is the most dangerous heat level on the scale, and so rare that it occurs only a few times annually, the weather service said. It warned of little to no relief overnight from daytime heat, with low temperatures in the Las Vegas area expected to run 10 to 15 degrees Fahrenheit above normal.
Excessive heat warnings were in effect through Friday evening for parts of southeast California, southern Nevada and Arizona. The unseasonably hot weather was expected to spread northward and make its way into parts of the Pacific Northwest by the weekend. 
In California on Wednesday, Bishop's high of 102 F (38.8 C) broke the previous record of 101 F (38.3 C) set in 2021. It topped out at 106 F (41.1 C) in Needles and 118 F (47.7 C) at Death Valley National Park, where the high of 121 F (49.4 C) forecast Thursday would tie the mark last equaled in 1996.

    


Other highs in Arizona on Wednesday included 111 F (43.8 C) in Kingman and Bullhead City. It was 100 F (37.7 C) in Roswell, New Mexico, and 97 F (36.1 C) in Reno, Nevada, where the normal high for the date is 81 F (27.2 C).
A warning has been issued for most of Thursday and Friday for parts of Grand Canyon National Park for areas below 4,000 feet (1,220 meters) including Phantom Ranch and Havasupai Gardens, where forecasted temperatures ranged from 105 F (40.5 C) to 111 F (43.8 C). 
In southern New Mexico, highs were expected to reach triple digits, prompting the city of Las Cruces on Wednesday to activate its cooling centers to provide residents with temporary shelter from the blistering heat. A heat advisory for the area will be in effect through Thursday.
The Albuquerque mayor announced Wednesday this year's "Operation Cooldown," which includes plans for cooling centers and the use of sprinklers at city parks for kids to keep cool.

    


The City Council in Arizona's second-largest city of Tucson this week adopted a heat protection ordinance to ensure that city employees have access to cool water, shade and extra breaks at their workplaces. The action comes after Pima County, home to Tucson, last year saw 176 heat-related deaths and another 51 such deaths in the five additional rural counties that the medical examiner handles.
Officials in Maricopa County were stunned earlier this year when final numbers showed 645 heat-related deaths in Arizona's largest county, a majority of them in Phoenix. The most brutal period was a heat wave with 31 subsequent days of temperatures of 110 F (43.3 C) or higher, which claimed more than 400 lives.

    


"We've been seeing a severe uptick in the past three years in cases of severe heat illness," said Dr. Paul Pugsley, medical director of emergency medicine with Valleywise Health. Of those, about 40% do not survive. 
Cooling down patients long before they get to the emergency department could change the equation, he said. 
The technique "is not very widely spread in non-military hospitals in the U.S., nor in the prehospital setting among fire departments or first responders," Pugsley said. He said part of that may be a longstanding perception that the technique's use for all cases of heatstroke by first responders or even hospitals was impractical or impossible.
Pugsley said he was aware of limited use of the technique in some places in California, including Stanford Medical Center in Palo Alto, Community Regional Medical Center in Fresno, and the San Antonio Fire Department in Texas. 
Banner University Medical Center in Phoenix embraced the protocol last summer, said Dr. Aneesh Narang, assistant medical director of emergency medicine there. 
"This cold-water immersion therapy is really the standard of care to treat heatstroke patients," he said.
___
Associated Press writers Rio Yamat and Ken Ritter in Las Vegas and Susan Montoya Bryan in Albuquerque, New Mexico and Scott Sonner in Reno, Nevada, contributed to this report. 
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                                        TACOMA, Wash. (AP) -- A Washington state man who made 20 false reports of bombs and shootings around the U.S. and in Canada, prompting real emergency responses, has been sentenced to three years in prison, U.S. authorities said. 
Ashton Connor Garcia, 21, of Bremerton, was sentenced in U.S. District Court in Tacoma on Tuesday, according to a statement from the U.S. Attorney's Office, Western District of Washington. Garcia pleaded guilty in January to two counts of extortion and two counts of threats and hoaxes regarding explosives.
As part of his plea deal, Garcia admitted he intended the calls to cause the deployment of SWAT teams, bomb squads and other law enforcement to the targeted locations. 
Garcia used voice-over-internet technology to conceal his identity when he placed the so-called swatting calls between June 2022 and March 2023 and also broadcasted them on a social media platform, according to federal prosecutors.

    


In two of the cases, he called in fake bomb scares for the Fox News station in Cleveland and for a flight from Honolulu to Los Angeles. In another instance, he threatened to bomb an airport in Los Angeles unless he received $200,000 in Bitcoin, prosecutors said.




Prosecutors said he collected personal information about several victims and threatened to send emergency responses to their homes unless they turned over money, credit card information or sexually explicit images.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Law enforcement entered some of the homes with guns drawn and detained people, authorities said.
The plea agreement details 20 different false emergency reports targeting victims in California, Georgia, Illinois, Kentucky, Michigan, Minnesota, New Jersey, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Washington and Edmonton, Alberta, according to prosecutors.
Garcia's arrest came amid a spate of threats and false reports of shooters in schools and colleges nationwide. Another surge of false reporting calls, many targeting public officials, occurred earlier this year and late last year.
Some swatting incidents have led to police shooting people, and officials also say they worry about diverting resources from real emergencies. 
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                                        RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) -- More young people accused of serious crimes in North Carolina would have their cases tried automatically in adult court, under legislation that received final General Assembly approval on Wednesday. The changes would rework some bipartisan juvenile justice reforms that took effect over four years ago addressing 16- and 17-year-old offenders.
The House voted 70-34 to accept changes made last month by the Republican-controlled Senate -- with the support of a lobbying group representing elected local prosecutors -- to what is known as the "Raise the Age" law. 
In late 2019, the bipartisan "Raise the Age" effort ended a mandate that children ages 16 and 17 be tried in the adult criminal justice system. By trying them in juvenile court, the law aimed to help more young people avoid the stigma of having lifetime criminal records and provide services that reduce chances for recidivism.

    


Still, the law in its current form says that cases of 16- and 17-year-olds accused of the most serious felonies must be transferred to adult court after a notice of an indictment is handed up, or when a hearing determines there is probable cause a crime was committed. There are exceptions.




The language now heading to Democratic Gov. Roy Cooper's desk would end the transfer requirement for most of these high-grade felonies and simply place the cases of these youths in adult court right away. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Bill supporters have argued the changes aren't rolling back "Raise the Age," but are merely adjustments to reflect practical realities of the criminal justice system -- juvenile-court cases for district attorneys are growing, and putting them in adult court to begin with will ease their loads.
But advocates for civil rights and the disabled said last month in committee that the changes are dismantling "Raise the Age" provisions and ultimately harm youthful offenders. Young people in the juvenile system can receive better access to youth-focused treatments before they return to their communities.

    


Durham County Democratic Rep. Marcia Morey, a former juvenile court judge, urged colleagues not to accept the Senate's provisions. Morey said these young offenders should be treated uniformly based on their age, and not specifically on crimes. 
"The system is working the way it should now," Morey said. "Rolling back 'Raise the Age' with this bill by inventing a fiction of what a juvenile is based on a crime and not the age is the wrong way to go." Two other former judges in the House also spoke against the Senate provisions. 
The House member shepherding the bill, GOP Rep. Ted Davis of New Hanover County, didn't directly address the voices of opposition on the floor but said several groups and lawmakers were involved in crafting the language. Seven Democrats joined Republicans in voting for the bill. One Republican voted no.
Cooper can either sign the bill into law or veto it within 10 days of its receipt. Otherwise it becomes law. Cooper spokesperson Jordan Monaghan said late Wednesday that the governor "believes in laws that keep our communities safe while recognizing that young people need special attention to deter them from committing crimes when they become adults and he will review this legislation with those goals in mind."

    


The bill also creates a new process whereby a case can be removed from Superior Court to juvenile court -- with the adult records deleted -- if the prosecutor and the defendant's attorney agree to do so. 
North Carolina had been the last state in which 16- and 17-year-olds were automatically prosecuted as adults when "Raise the Age" was implemented. These youths are still being tried in adult court for motor vehicle-related crimes. 
Children ages 13 through 15 who are accused of first-degree murder still must be automatically transferred to juvenile court upon an indictment or hearing that finds probable cause.
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    [image: FILE - Mark Grisanti waits to be confirmed as a new judge for the New York Court of Claims during a senate session on May 5, 2015, at the Capitol in Albany, N.Y. Grisanti who was censured after being seen on video shoving a police officer during a brawl with neighbors will be replaced on the bench, authorities said Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Hans Pennink, File)]
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                                        BUFFALO, N.Y. (AP) -- A New York judge who was censured after being seen on video shoving a police officer during a brawl with neighbors will be replaced on the bench, authorities said Wednesday.
Judge Mark Grisanti, an acting State Supreme Court justice in Buffalo, has been serving as a "holdover" since his term on the Court of Claims expired last year, essentially waiting to be reappointed. His name did not appear on Gov. Kathy Hochul's list of 25 judicial nominees considered Wednesday by the state Senate's Judiciary Committee and he was not reappointed, according to a spokesman for Sen. Brad Hoylman-Sigal, the commission's chair.
Court spokesman Al Baker said Grisanti would remain in his position until a new judge begins his term.
Grisanti had not received formal notice Wednesday that he would not be reappointed, said his attorney, Terrence Connors.

    


New York's Commission on Judicial Conduct voted in April to censure Grisanti but narrowly declined the administrator's recommendation that he be removed from office after finding that he displayed "especially poor judgment" for his actions in June 2020. The commission also faulted Grisanti for participating in legal cases involving an attorney who had made payments to him as part of a business deal.




Connors said Grisanti had been an exemplary judge. 
"Lawyers and judges who best know his work want him to continue on the bench," Connors said in an email. "Even the state Commission on Judicial Conduct, after a thorough investigation, confirmed that, on balance, two hours of misconduct do not warrant removal from his position on the court."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Grisanti's expletive-filled confrontation with police followed a dispute with neighbors over parking. The shirtless judge is heard on the video telling officers that Mayor Byron Brown is a friend, and that he has relatives on the police force. 
At one point, Grisanti shoves a police officer who is attempting to handcuff his wife, telling the officer "you're going to be sorry." Grisanti himself is then handcuffed and put in a police car. He was not charged.
Grisanti was first appointed to the court in 2015.
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    [image: FILE- A McDonald's Quarter Pounder, left, and Double Quarter Pound burger is shown with fresh beef in Atlanta, March 6, 2018. A top European Union court ruled that McDonald's has lost its Big Mac trademark in the 27-nation bloc, ruling in favor of Irish fast food rival Supermac's in a longrunning legal battle. The EU General Court's ruling said in its judgement Wednesday, June 5, 2024, that the U.S. fast food giant failed to prove that it was genuinely using the Big Mac name over a five-year period for chicken sandwiches, poultry products or restaurants. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart, File)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- McDonald's lost a European Union trademark dispute over the Big Mac name after a top European Union court sided Wednesday with Irish fast food rival Supermac's in a long-running legal battle. 
The EU General Court said in its judgment that the U.S. fast food giant failed to prove that it was genuinely using the Big Mac label over a five-year period for chicken sandwiches, poultry products or restaurants. 

The Big Mac is a hamburger made of two beef patties, cheese, lettuce, onions, pickles and Big Mac sauce. It was invented in 1968 by a Pennsylvania franchisee who thought the company needed a sandwich that appealed to adults.
The decision is about more than burger names. It opens the door for Galway-based Supermac's expansion into other EU countries. The dispute erupted when Supermac's applied to register its company name in the EU as it drew up expansion plans. McDonald's objected, saying consumers would be confused because it already trademarked the Big Mac name.

    


Supermac's filed a 2017 request with the EU's Intellectual Property Office to revoke McDonald's Big Mac trademark registration, saying the U.S. company couldn't prove that it had used the name for certain categories that aren't specifically related to the burger over five years. That's the window of time in Europe that a trademark has to be used before it can be taken away. 




After the regulator partially approved Supermac's request, McDonald's appealed to the EU court. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"McDonald's has not proved that the contested mark has been put to genuine use" in connection with chicken sandwiches, food made from poultry products or operating restaurants and drive-throughs and preparing take-out food, the court said, according to a press summary of its decision. 
Supermac's portrayed the decision as a David and Goliath-style victory. Managing Director Pat McDonagh accused McDonald's of "trademark bullying to stifle competition." 

    


"This is a significant ruling that takes a common-sense approach to the use of trademarks by large multi-nationals. It represents a significant victory for small businesses throughout the world," McDonagh said in a statement. 
The Irish company doesn't sell a sandwich called the Big Mac but does have one called the Mighty Mac with the same ingredients.
McDonald's was unfazed by the ruling, which can be appealed to the European Court of Justice, the bloc's highest court, but only on points of law.
"The decision by the EU General Court does not affect our right to use the 'BIG MAC' trademark," the company said in a press statement. "Our iconic Big Mac is loved by customers all across Europe, and we're excited to continue to proudly serve local communities, as we have done for decades."
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    [image: FILE - The Tokyo Metropolitan Government Office building soars in Tokyo, on June 15, 2016. Called "Tokyo Futari Story," the city hall online site is just that: An effort to create couples, "futari," in a country where it is increasingly common to be "hitori," or alone. (AP Photo/Shuji Kajiyama, File)]
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                                        TOKYO (AP) -- Called "Tokyo Futari Story," the city hall's new initiative is just that: An effort to create couples, "futari," in a country where it is increasingly common to be "hitori," or alone. 
While a site offering counsel and general information for potential lovebirds is online, a dating app is also in development. City hall hopes to offer it later this year, accessible through phone or web, a city official said Thursday. 
Details were still undecided. City Hall declined to comment on Japanese media reports that said the app will require a confirmation of identity, such as a driver's license, your tax records to prove income and a signed form that says you are ready to get married.
Marriage is on the decline in Japan as the country's birth rate fell to an all-time low, according to health ministry data Wednesday. Last year there were 474,717 marriages, down from 504,930 in 2022 while births totaled 727,277, down from 770,759. 

    


The reports also said the app may ask for your height, job and education but the official denied anything was decided.
On the national level, the government has been trying to solve a serious labor shortage by promising cash payments for families with children and supporting child-care facilities. It's also relaxed immigration policy over the years to encourage an influx of foreign workers. 




During the so-called "baby boom" era of the 1970s, Japan recorded more than 2 million births a year. Like many young adults around the world today, fewer Japanese are interested in old-style marriage or having children.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

There are concerns that Japanese workplace norms tend to lead to extremely long hours and rarely meeting people outside work. Some say raising children is expensive.
Tokyo City Hall is also sponsoring events where singles can meet, couples can get counseling on marriage and where lovers can have their stories of how they first met turned into manga comics or songs.
___
Yuri Kageyama is on X: https://twitter.com/yurikageyama

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/dating-births-marriage-japan-technology-42b2685cb0bea35a69ca3318c3af48c7



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Travel
    
  




  
    
      
        
          	
            Oddities
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Technology
          
        

      

      Travel

      
        Panama community pushed from Caribbean island by rising sea levels moves into new houses
      

      
        
          	
            Oddities
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Technology
          
        

      

    

  

  
    Panama community pushed from Caribbean island by rising sea levels moves into new houses | AP News
    
  




  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Panama community pushed from Caribbean island by rising sea levels moves into new houses

    Panama community pushed from Caribbean island by rising sea levels moves into new houses

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Residents from the island of Gardi Sugdub walk to their new homes on the mainland in Nuevo Carti on Panama's Caribbean coast, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. About 300 families are moving to the mainland as government officials and scientists expect communities along Panama's Caribbean and Pacific coasts to be forced to relocate by rising sea levels in the coming decades. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 17 | Residents from the island of Gardi Sugdub walk to their new homes on the mainland in Nuevo Carti on Panama's Caribbean coast, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. About 300 families are moving to the mainland as government officials and scientists expect communities along Panama's Caribbean and Pacific coasts to be forced to relocate by rising sea levels in the coming decades. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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[image: Civil protection officials, left, load a family's belongings on a truck to move from the island of Gardi Sugdub, located off Panama's Caribbean coast, to Nuevo Carti on the mainland, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. About 300 families are moving to the mainland as government officials and scientists expect communities along Panama's Caribbean and Pacific coasts to be forced to relocate by rising sea levels in the coming decades. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 17 | Civil protection officials, left, load a family's belongings on a truck to move from the island of Gardi Sugdub, located off Panama's Caribbean coast, to Nuevo Carti on the mainland, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. About 300 families are moving to the mainland as government officials and scientists expect communities along Panama's Caribbean and Pacific coasts to be forced to relocate by rising sea levels in the coming decades. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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[image: New homes stand in Nuevo Carti on Panama's Caribbean coast, Monday, May 27, 2024. Due to rising sea levels, about 300 Guna Indigenous families will relocate from Gardi Sugdub Island, part of the San Blas archipelago, to new homes built by the government on the mainland. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]
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[image: Betsaira Brenes waits to move containers of water to her new home, behind, on the mainland in Nuevo Carti, after moving from the island of Gardi Sugdub off Panama's Caribbean coast, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Brenes' family is one of about 300 families moving to the mainland as government officials and scientists expect communities along Panama's Caribbean and Pacific coasts to be forced to relocate by rising sea levels in the coming decades. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 17 | Betsaira Brenes waits to move containers of water to her new home, behind, on the mainland in Nuevo Carti, after moving from the island of Gardi Sugdub off Panama's Caribbean coast, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Brenes' family is one of about 300 families moving to the mainland as government officials and scientists expect communities along Panama's Caribbean and Pacific coasts to be forced to relocate by rising sea levels in the coming decades. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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[image: Civil protection officials move residents' belongings on a boat to the mainland from Gardi Sugdub Island, top, off Panama's Caribbean coast, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. About 300 families are moving to the mainland as government officials and scientists expect communities along Panama's Caribbean and Pacific coasts to be forced to relocate by rising sea levels in the coming decades. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 17 | Civil protection officials move residents' belongings on a boat to the mainland from Gardi Sugdub Island, top, off Panama's Caribbean coast, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. About 300 families are moving to the mainland as government officials and scientists expect communities along Panama's Caribbean and Pacific coasts to be forced to relocate by rising sea levels in the coming decades. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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[image: Iker Preciado peers through plastic bags that divide the kitchen from the rest of his grandmother's home on Gardi Sugdub Island off Panama's Caribbean coast, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Preciado's family is one of about 300 who are moving to the mainland as government officials and scientists expect communities along Panama's Caribbean and Pacific coasts to be forced to relocate by rising sea levels in the coming decades. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 17 | Iker Preciado peers through plastic bags that divide the kitchen from the rest of his grandmother's home on Gardi Sugdub Island off Panama's Caribbean coast, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Preciado's family is one of about 300 who are moving to the mainland as government officials and scientists expect communities along Panama's Caribbean and Pacific coasts to be forced to relocate by rising sea levels in the coming decades. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Cecilia Henry paddles a boat along the shore of Gardi Sugdub Island, part of the San Blas archipelago off Panama's Caribbean coast, Saturday, May 25, 2024. Due to rising sea levels, about 300 Guna Indigenous families will relocate to new homes, built by the government, on the mainland. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]
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[image: A youth walks past belongings being moved from the island of Gardi Sugdub to the mainland, in Nuevo Carti, on Panama's Caribbean coast, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. About 300 families are moving to the mainland as government officials and scientists expect communities along Panama's Caribbean and Pacific coasts to be forced to relocate by rising sea levels in the coming decades. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 17 | A youth walks past belongings being moved from the island of Gardi Sugdub to the mainland, in Nuevo Carti, on Panama's Caribbean coast, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. About 300 families are moving to the mainland as government officials and scientists expect communities along Panama's Caribbean and Pacific coasts to be forced to relocate by rising sea levels in the coming decades. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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[image: A pig stands in a pen on a walkway on Gardi Sugdub Island, part of the San Blas archipelago off Panama's Caribbean coast, Saturday, May 25, 2024. Due to rising sea levels, about 300 Guna Indigenous families will relocate to new homes, built by the government, on the mainland. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 17 | A pig stands in a pen on a walkway on Gardi Sugdub Island, part of the San Blas archipelago off Panama's Caribbean coast, Saturday, May 25, 2024. Due to rising sea levels, about 300 Guna Indigenous families will relocate to new homes, built by the government, on the mainland. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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[image: Residents from the island of Gardi Sugdub rest inside their new homes in Nuevo Carti, on the mainland off Panama's Caribbean coast, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. About 300 families are moving to the mainland as government officials and scientists expect communities along Panama's Caribbean and Pacific coasts to be forced to relocate by rising sea levels in the coming decades. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 17 | Residents from the island of Gardi Sugdub rest inside their new homes in Nuevo Carti, on the mainland off Panama's Caribbean coast, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. About 300 families are moving to the mainland as government officials and scientists expect communities along Panama's Caribbean and Pacific coasts to be forced to relocate by rising sea levels in the coming decades. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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[image: A youth prepares a rope to hang a scale at a school to weigh bags of collected soda cans as part of their end-of-the-school-year activities on Gardi Sugdub Island off Panama's Caribbean coast, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. About 300 families are moving to the mainland as government officials and scientists expect communities along Panama's Caribbean and Pacific coasts to be forced to relocate by rising sea levels in the coming decades. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 17 | A youth prepares a rope to hang a scale at a school to weigh bags of collected soda cans as part of their end-of-the-school-year activities on Gardi Sugdub Island off Panama's Caribbean coast, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. About 300 families are moving to the mainland as government officials and scientists expect communities along Panama's Caribbean and Pacific coasts to be forced to relocate by rising sea levels in the coming decades. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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[image: Students attend class on Gardi Sugdub Island, part of the San Blas archipelago off Panama's Caribbean coast, Monday, May 27, 2024. Due to rising sea levels, about 300 Guna Indigenous families will relocate to new homes, built by the government, on the mainland. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 17 | Students attend class on Gardi Sugdub Island, part of the San Blas archipelago off Panama's Caribbean coast, Monday, May 27, 2024. Due to rising sea levels, about 300 Guna Indigenous families will relocate to new homes, built by the government, on the mainland. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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[image: Buildings cover Gardi Sugdub Island, part of San Blas archipelago off Panama's Caribbean coast, Saturday, May 25, 2024. Due to rising sea levels, about 300 Guna Indigenous families will relocate to new homes, built by the government, on the mainland. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 17 | Buildings cover Gardi Sugdub Island, part of San Blas archipelago off Panama's Caribbean coast, Saturday, May 25, 2024. Due to rising sea levels, about 300 Guna Indigenous families will relocate to new homes, built by the government, on the mainland. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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[image: Cruise ship toursits photograph locals performing during their tour of Gardi Sugdub Island, part of the San Blas archipelago off Panama's Caribbean coast, Sunday, May 26, 2024. Due to rising sea levels, about 300 Guna Indigenous families will relocate to new homes, built by the government, on the mainland. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 17 | Cruise ship toursits photograph locals performing during their tour of Gardi Sugdub Island, part of the San Blas archipelago off Panama's Caribbean coast, Sunday, May 26, 2024. Due to rising sea levels, about 300 Guna Indigenous families will relocate to new homes, built by the government, on the mainland. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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[image: Evelio Lopez tries to get cell phone connection on a dock on Gardi Sugdub Island, part of the San Blas archipelago off Panama's Caribbean coast, Saturday, May 25, 2024. Due to rising sea levels, about 300 Guna Indigenous families will relocate to new homes, built by the government, on the mainland. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 17 | Evelio Lopez tries to get cell phone connection on a dock on Gardi Sugdub Island, part of the San Blas archipelago off Panama's Caribbean coast, Saturday, May 25, 2024. Due to rising sea levels, about 300 Guna Indigenous families will relocate to new homes, built by the government, on the mainland. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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[image: Women display traditional dresses for sale to tourists in Gardi Sugdub Island, part of the San Blas archipelago off Panama's Caribbean coast, Sunday, May 26, 2024. Due to rising sea levels, about 300 Guna Indigenous families will relocate to new homes, built by the government, on the mainland. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 17 | Women display traditional dresses for sale to tourists in Gardi Sugdub Island, part of the San Blas archipelago off Panama's Caribbean coast, Sunday, May 26, 2024. Due to rising sea levels, about 300 Guna Indigenous families will relocate to new homes, built by the government, on the mainland. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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[image: Gardi Sugdub Island, part of the San Blas archipelago, stands off Panama's Caribbean coast Saturday, May 25, 2024. Due to rising sea levels, about 300 Guna Indigenous families will relocate to new homes, built by the government, on the mainland. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 17 | Gardi Sugdub Island, part of the San Blas archipelago, stands off Panama's Caribbean coast Saturday, May 25, 2024. Due to rising sea levels, about 300 Guna Indigenous families will relocate to new homes, built by the government, on the mainland. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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    [image: Residents from the island of Gardi Sugdub walk to their new homes on the mainland in Nuevo Carti on Panama's Caribbean coast, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. About 300 families are moving to the mainland as government officials and scientists expect communities along Panama's Caribbean and Pacific coasts to be forced to relocate by rising sea levels in the coming decades. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]
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Residents from the island of Gardi Sugdub walk to their new homes on the mainland in Nuevo Carti on Panama's Caribbean coast, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. About 300 families are moving to the mainland as government officials and scientists expect communities along Panama's Caribbean and Pacific coasts to be forced to relocate by rising sea levels in the coming decades. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Civil protection officials, left, load a family's belongings on a truck to move from the island of Gardi Sugdub, located off Panama's Caribbean coast, to Nuevo Carti on the mainland, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. About 300 families are moving to the mainland as government officials and scientists expect communities along Panama's Caribbean and Pacific coasts to be forced to relocate by rising sea levels in the coming decades. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 17 | Civil protection officials, left, load a family's belongings on a truck to move from the island of Gardi Sugdub, located off Panama's Caribbean coast, to Nuevo Carti on the mainland, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. About 300 families are moving to the mainland as government officials and scientists expect communities along Panama's Caribbean and Pacific coasts to be forced to relocate by rising sea levels in the coming decades. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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Civil protection officials, left, load a family's belongings on a truck to move from the island of Gardi Sugdub, located off Panama's Caribbean coast, to Nuevo Carti on the mainland, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. About 300 families are moving to the mainland as government officials and scientists expect communities along Panama's Caribbean and Pacific coasts to be forced to relocate by rising sea levels in the coming decades. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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[image: New homes stand in Nuevo Carti on Panama's Caribbean coast, Monday, May 27, 2024. Due to rising sea levels, about 300 Guna Indigenous families will relocate from Gardi Sugdub Island, part of the San Blas archipelago, to new homes built by the government on the mainland. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 17 | New homes stand in Nuevo Carti on Panama's Caribbean coast, Monday, May 27, 2024. Due to rising sea levels, about 300 Guna Indigenous families will relocate from Gardi Sugdub Island, part of the San Blas archipelago, to new homes built by the government on the mainland. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 17
New homes stand in Nuevo Carti on Panama's Caribbean coast, Monday, May 27, 2024. Due to rising sea levels, about 300 Guna Indigenous families will relocate from Gardi Sugdub Island, part of the San Blas archipelago, to new homes built by the government on the mainland. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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[image: Betsaira Brenes waits to move containers of water to her new home, behind, on the mainland in Nuevo Carti, after moving from the island of Gardi Sugdub off Panama's Caribbean coast, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Brenes' family is one of about 300 families moving to the mainland as government officials and scientists expect communities along Panama's Caribbean and Pacific coasts to be forced to relocate by rising sea levels in the coming decades. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 17 | Betsaira Brenes waits to move containers of water to her new home, behind, on the mainland in Nuevo Carti, after moving from the island of Gardi Sugdub off Panama's Caribbean coast, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Brenes' family is one of about 300 families moving to the mainland as government officials and scientists expect communities along Panama's Caribbean and Pacific coasts to be forced to relocate by rising sea levels in the coming decades. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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Betsaira Brenes waits to move containers of water to her new home, behind, on the mainland in Nuevo Carti, after moving from the island of Gardi Sugdub off Panama's Caribbean coast, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Brenes' family is one of about 300 families moving to the mainland as government officials and scientists expect communities along Panama's Caribbean and Pacific coasts to be forced to relocate by rising sea levels in the coming decades. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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[image: Civil protection officials move residents' belongings on a boat to the mainland from Gardi Sugdub Island, top, off Panama's Caribbean coast, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. About 300 families are moving to the mainland as government officials and scientists expect communities along Panama's Caribbean and Pacific coasts to be forced to relocate by rising sea levels in the coming decades. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 17 | Civil protection officials move residents' belongings on a boat to the mainland from Gardi Sugdub Island, top, off Panama's Caribbean coast, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. About 300 families are moving to the mainland as government officials and scientists expect communities along Panama's Caribbean and Pacific coasts to be forced to relocate by rising sea levels in the coming decades. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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Civil protection officials move residents' belongings on a boat to the mainland from Gardi Sugdub Island, top, off Panama's Caribbean coast, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. About 300 families are moving to the mainland as government officials and scientists expect communities along Panama's Caribbean and Pacific coasts to be forced to relocate by rising sea levels in the coming decades. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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[image: Iker Preciado peers through plastic bags that divide the kitchen from the rest of his grandmother's home on Gardi Sugdub Island off Panama's Caribbean coast, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Preciado's family is one of about 300 who are moving to the mainland as government officials and scientists expect communities along Panama's Caribbean and Pacific coasts to be forced to relocate by rising sea levels in the coming decades. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 17 | Iker Preciado peers through plastic bags that divide the kitchen from the rest of his grandmother's home on Gardi Sugdub Island off Panama's Caribbean coast, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Preciado's family is one of about 300 who are moving to the mainland as government officials and scientists expect communities along Panama's Caribbean and Pacific coasts to be forced to relocate by rising sea levels in the coming decades. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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Iker Preciado peers through plastic bags that divide the kitchen from the rest of his grandmother's home on Gardi Sugdub Island off Panama's Caribbean coast, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Preciado's family is one of about 300 who are moving to the mainland as government officials and scientists expect communities along Panama's Caribbean and Pacific coasts to be forced to relocate by rising sea levels in the coming decades. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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[image: Cecilia Henry paddles a boat along the shore of Gardi Sugdub Island, part of the San Blas archipelago off Panama's Caribbean coast, Saturday, May 25, 2024. Due to rising sea levels, about 300 Guna Indigenous families will relocate to new homes, built by the government, on the mainland. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 17 | Cecilia Henry paddles a boat along the shore of Gardi Sugdub Island, part of the San Blas archipelago off Panama's Caribbean coast, Saturday, May 25, 2024. Due to rising sea levels, about 300 Guna Indigenous families will relocate to new homes, built by the government, on the mainland. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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Cecilia Henry paddles a boat along the shore of Gardi Sugdub Island, part of the San Blas archipelago off Panama's Caribbean coast, Saturday, May 25, 2024. Due to rising sea levels, about 300 Guna Indigenous families will relocate to new homes, built by the government, on the mainland. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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[image: A youth walks past belongings being moved from the island of Gardi Sugdub to the mainland, in Nuevo Carti, on Panama's Caribbean coast, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. About 300 families are moving to the mainland as government officials and scientists expect communities along Panama's Caribbean and Pacific coasts to be forced to relocate by rising sea levels in the coming decades. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 17 | A youth walks past belongings being moved from the island of Gardi Sugdub to the mainland, in Nuevo Carti, on Panama's Caribbean coast, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. About 300 families are moving to the mainland as government officials and scientists expect communities along Panama's Caribbean and Pacific coasts to be forced to relocate by rising sea levels in the coming decades. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 17
A youth walks past belongings being moved from the island of Gardi Sugdub to the mainland, in Nuevo Carti, on Panama's Caribbean coast, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. About 300 families are moving to the mainland as government officials and scientists expect communities along Panama's Caribbean and Pacific coasts to be forced to relocate by rising sea levels in the coming decades. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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[image: A pig stands in a pen on a walkway on Gardi Sugdub Island, part of the San Blas archipelago off Panama's Caribbean coast, Saturday, May 25, 2024. Due to rising sea levels, about 300 Guna Indigenous families will relocate to new homes, built by the government, on the mainland. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 17 | A pig stands in a pen on a walkway on Gardi Sugdub Island, part of the San Blas archipelago off Panama's Caribbean coast, Saturday, May 25, 2024. Due to rising sea levels, about 300 Guna Indigenous families will relocate to new homes, built by the government, on the mainland. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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A pig stands in a pen on a walkway on Gardi Sugdub Island, part of the San Blas archipelago off Panama's Caribbean coast, Saturday, May 25, 2024. Due to rising sea levels, about 300 Guna Indigenous families will relocate to new homes, built by the government, on the mainland. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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[image: Residents from the island of Gardi Sugdub rest inside their new homes in Nuevo Carti, on the mainland off Panama's Caribbean coast, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. About 300 families are moving to the mainland as government officials and scientists expect communities along Panama's Caribbean and Pacific coasts to be forced to relocate by rising sea levels in the coming decades. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 17 | Residents from the island of Gardi Sugdub rest inside their new homes in Nuevo Carti, on the mainland off Panama's Caribbean coast, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. About 300 families are moving to the mainland as government officials and scientists expect communities along Panama's Caribbean and Pacific coasts to be forced to relocate by rising sea levels in the coming decades. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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Residents from the island of Gardi Sugdub rest inside their new homes in Nuevo Carti, on the mainland off Panama's Caribbean coast, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. About 300 families are moving to the mainland as government officials and scientists expect communities along Panama's Caribbean and Pacific coasts to be forced to relocate by rising sea levels in the coming decades. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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[image: A youth prepares a rope to hang a scale at a school to weigh bags of collected soda cans as part of their end-of-the-school-year activities on Gardi Sugdub Island off Panama's Caribbean coast, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. About 300 families are moving to the mainland as government officials and scientists expect communities along Panama's Caribbean and Pacific coasts to be forced to relocate by rising sea levels in the coming decades. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 17 | A youth prepares a rope to hang a scale at a school to weigh bags of collected soda cans as part of their end-of-the-school-year activities on Gardi Sugdub Island off Panama's Caribbean coast, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. About 300 families are moving to the mainland as government officials and scientists expect communities along Panama's Caribbean and Pacific coasts to be forced to relocate by rising sea levels in the coming decades. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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A youth prepares a rope to hang a scale at a school to weigh bags of collected soda cans as part of their end-of-the-school-year activities on Gardi Sugdub Island off Panama's Caribbean coast, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. About 300 families are moving to the mainland as government officials and scientists expect communities along Panama's Caribbean and Pacific coasts to be forced to relocate by rising sea levels in the coming decades. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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[image: Students attend class on Gardi Sugdub Island, part of the San Blas archipelago off Panama's Caribbean coast, Monday, May 27, 2024. Due to rising sea levels, about 300 Guna Indigenous families will relocate to new homes, built by the government, on the mainland. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 17 | Students attend class on Gardi Sugdub Island, part of the San Blas archipelago off Panama's Caribbean coast, Monday, May 27, 2024. Due to rising sea levels, about 300 Guna Indigenous families will relocate to new homes, built by the government, on the mainland. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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Students attend class on Gardi Sugdub Island, part of the San Blas archipelago off Panama's Caribbean coast, Monday, May 27, 2024. Due to rising sea levels, about 300 Guna Indigenous families will relocate to new homes, built by the government, on the mainland. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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[image: Buildings cover Gardi Sugdub Island, part of San Blas archipelago off Panama's Caribbean coast, Saturday, May 25, 2024. Due to rising sea levels, about 300 Guna Indigenous families will relocate to new homes, built by the government, on the mainland. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 17 | Buildings cover Gardi Sugdub Island, part of San Blas archipelago off Panama's Caribbean coast, Saturday, May 25, 2024. Due to rising sea levels, about 300 Guna Indigenous families will relocate to new homes, built by the government, on the mainland. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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Buildings cover Gardi Sugdub Island, part of San Blas archipelago off Panama's Caribbean coast, Saturday, May 25, 2024. Due to rising sea levels, about 300 Guna Indigenous families will relocate to new homes, built by the government, on the mainland. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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[image: Cruise ship toursits photograph locals performing during their tour of Gardi Sugdub Island, part of the San Blas archipelago off Panama's Caribbean coast, Sunday, May 26, 2024. Due to rising sea levels, about 300 Guna Indigenous families will relocate to new homes, built by the government, on the mainland. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 17 | Cruise ship toursits photograph locals performing during their tour of Gardi Sugdub Island, part of the San Blas archipelago off Panama's Caribbean coast, Sunday, May 26, 2024. Due to rising sea levels, about 300 Guna Indigenous families will relocate to new homes, built by the government, on the mainland. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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Cruise ship toursits photograph locals performing during their tour of Gardi Sugdub Island, part of the San Blas archipelago off Panama's Caribbean coast, Sunday, May 26, 2024. Due to rising sea levels, about 300 Guna Indigenous families will relocate to new homes, built by the government, on the mainland. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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[image: Evelio Lopez tries to get cell phone connection on a dock on Gardi Sugdub Island, part of the San Blas archipelago off Panama's Caribbean coast, Saturday, May 25, 2024. Due to rising sea levels, about 300 Guna Indigenous families will relocate to new homes, built by the government, on the mainland. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 17 | Evelio Lopez tries to get cell phone connection on a dock on Gardi Sugdub Island, part of the San Blas archipelago off Panama's Caribbean coast, Saturday, May 25, 2024. Due to rising sea levels, about 300 Guna Indigenous families will relocate to new homes, built by the government, on the mainland. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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Evelio Lopez tries to get cell phone connection on a dock on Gardi Sugdub Island, part of the San Blas archipelago off Panama's Caribbean coast, Saturday, May 25, 2024. Due to rising sea levels, about 300 Guna Indigenous families will relocate to new homes, built by the government, on the mainland. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Women display traditional dresses for sale to tourists in Gardi Sugdub Island, part of the San Blas archipelago off Panama's Caribbean coast, Sunday, May 26, 2024. Due to rising sea levels, about 300 Guna Indigenous families will relocate to new homes, built by the government, on the mainland. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 17 | Women display traditional dresses for sale to tourists in Gardi Sugdub Island, part of the San Blas archipelago off Panama's Caribbean coast, Sunday, May 26, 2024. Due to rising sea levels, about 300 Guna Indigenous families will relocate to new homes, built by the government, on the mainland. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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Women display traditional dresses for sale to tourists in Gardi Sugdub Island, part of the San Blas archipelago off Panama's Caribbean coast, Sunday, May 26, 2024. Due to rising sea levels, about 300 Guna Indigenous families will relocate to new homes, built by the government, on the mainland. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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[image: Gardi Sugdub Island, part of the San Blas archipelago, stands off Panama's Caribbean coast Saturday, May 25, 2024. Due to rising sea levels, about 300 Guna Indigenous families will relocate to new homes, built by the government, on the mainland. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 17 | Gardi Sugdub Island, part of the San Blas archipelago, stands off Panama's Caribbean coast Saturday, May 25, 2024. Due to rising sea levels, about 300 Guna Indigenous families will relocate to new homes, built by the government, on the mainland. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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Gardi Sugdub Island, part of the San Blas archipelago, stands off Panama's Caribbean coast Saturday, May 25, 2024. Due to rising sea levels, about 300 Guna Indigenous families will relocate to new homes, built by the government, on the mainland. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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                                        ISBERYALA, Panama (AP) -- Hammocks began appearing this week in the doorways of 300 new houses built in what was previously a yucca field along Panama's Caribbean coast for families from the country's first low-lying island evacuated due to rising sea levels.
Indigenous Guna families from the island of Gardi Sugdub ferried stoves, gas cylinders, mattresses and other belongings first in boats and then in trucks to the new community of Isberyala.
They quickly saw some differences.
"Here it's cooler," said 73-year-old Augusto Walter, hanging his hammock on Wednesday in the tidy two-bedroom house with a backyard. "There (on the island) at this time of day, it's an oven."
He was waiting for his wife who had stayed a bit longer on the island to prepare food. They will share the government-constructed house with three other family members.
Most of Gardi Sugdub's families had moved or were in the process of moving, but Isberyala's freshly paved and painted streets named after historic Guna leaders were still largely empty. 

    


The Indigenous community surrounded by jungle is about a 30-minute walk from the port where a few more minutes aboard a boat brings them to their former homes. Government officials said they expected everyone to be moved in by Thursday. 




However, that doesn't mean everyone is leaving the island. Seven or eight families numbering about 200 people have chosen to stay for now. Workers were even building a two-story house on the island Wednesday.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Among those staying was Augencio Arango a 49-year-old boat motor mechanic.
"I prefer to be here (on the island), it's more relaxing," Arango said. His mother, brother and grandmother moved to Isberyala.
"Honestly, I don't know why the people want to live there," he said. "It's like living in the city, locked up and you can't leave and the houses are small."
He didn't think climate change was responsible for the move, but rather decisions made by people. "Man is who harms nature," Arango said. "Now they want to cut down all the trees to build houses on solid ground."

    


Tiny Gardi Sugdub is one of about 50 populated islands in the archipelago of the Guna Yala territory.
Every year, especially when the strong winds whip up the sea in November and December, water fills the streets and enters the homes. Climate change isn't only leading to a rise in sea levels, but it's also warming oceans and thereby powering stronger storms.
The Gunas of Gardi Sugdub are only the first of 63 communities along Panama's Caribbean and Pacific coasts that government officials and scientists expect to be forced to relocate by rising sea levels in the coming decades.
Ernesto Lopez, 69, moved Tuesday with his wife Digna. Two more relatives were expected soon.
"We feel like we're more comfortable here, there's more space," Lopez said, sitting on his own hammock Wednesday. "On Gardi Sugdub we were really squeezed in houses with a lot people. We didn't fit anymore and the sea was coming in every year."
Like most of the families who had moved in, Lopez, a Guna leader, and his wife still didn't have electricity or water. The government said electricity was available in the community but families had to set up their own accounts. They made do their first night with a battery-powered lantern and the gas burners they brought from the island.

    


Mangos, unripened bananas and sugar cane that Lopez had brought that morning from his farm plot some two hours away lay in a pile on the house's floor. Like most families, they didn't plan to completely abandon the island where generations had spent their entire lives.
"Once in a while we are going to cross to the island," Lopez said.
Late in the day, many of Isberyala's new residents did just that because their new homes didn't yet have electricity.
Betsaira Brenes, 19, moved with her mother, grandmother and an aunt Wednesday. Carrying two gallons of water into the house that they brought from the island, she said it would be enough space for their family after living on the crowded island.
They planned to continue straddling between mainland and island too, she said. "The good thing in all of this is that now we have a new house and the other one where the other aunts stayed."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/panama-climate-change-guna-sea-level-8667f35ccace6dcfdf063bf2df1c802f
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EV sales boom in Nepal, helping to save on oil imports and alleviate smog

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Nepal's abundant hydroelectric power is helping the Himalayan nation cut its oil imports and clean up its air, thanks to a boom in sales of electric vehicles. Nearly all of the electricity produced in Nepal is clean energy, most of it generated by river-fed hydro-electricity. (AP Video by Upendra Man Singh)
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    [image: A man sits waits in his electric car while recharging at a charging station in Kathmandu, Nepal, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. Nearly all of the electricity produced in Nepal is clean energy, most of it generated by river-fed hydro-electricity. Thanks to that abundant source of power, the country is quickly expanding charging networks and imports of EVs have doubled in each of the past two years, according to customs data. (AP Photo/Niranjan Shrestha)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 17 | A man sits waits in his electric car while recharging at a charging station in Kathmandu, Nepal, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. Nearly all of the electricity produced in Nepal is clean energy, most of it generated by river-fed hydro-electricity. Thanks to that abundant source of power, the country is quickly expanding charging networks and imports of EVs have doubled in each of the past two years, according to customs data. (AP Photo/Niranjan Shrestha)
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A man sits waits in his electric car while recharging at a charging station in Kathmandu, Nepal, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. Nearly all of the electricity produced in Nepal is clean energy, most of it generated by river-fed hydro-electricity. Thanks to that abundant source of power, the country is quickly expanding charging networks and imports of EVs have doubled in each of the past two years, according to customs data. (AP Photo/Niranjan Shrestha)
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[image: A man charges his electric vehicle at a charging station in Kathmandu, Nepal, Thursday, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. Nearly all of the electricity produced in Nepal is clean energy, most of it generated by river-fed hydro-electricity. Thanks to that abundant source of power, the country is quickly expanding charging networks and imports of EVs have doubled in each of the past two years, according to customs data. (AP Photo/Niranjan Shrestha)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 17 | A man charges his electric vehicle at a charging station in Kathmandu, Nepal, Thursday, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. Nearly all of the electricity produced in Nepal is clean energy, most of it generated by river-fed hydro-electricity. Thanks to that abundant source of power, the country is quickly expanding charging networks and imports of EVs have doubled in each of the past two years, according to customs data. (AP Photo/Niranjan Shrestha)
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A man charges his electric vehicle at a charging station in Kathmandu, Nepal, Thursday, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. Nearly all of the electricity produced in Nepal is clean energy, most of it generated by river-fed hydro-electricity. Thanks to that abundant source of power, the country is quickly expanding charging networks and imports of EVs have doubled in each of the past two years, according to customs data. (AP Photo/Niranjan Shrestha)
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[image: Conductor of an electric passenger bus calls to attract attention of the travelers in Kathmandu, Nepal, Wednesday, May 22, 2024. Nepal's abundant hydroelectric power is helping the Himalayan nation cut its oil imports and clean up its air, thanks to a boom in sales of electric vehicles. (AP Photo/Niranjan Shrestha)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 17 | Conductor of an electric passenger bus calls to attract attention of the travelers in Kathmandu, Nepal, Wednesday, May 22, 2024. Nepal's abundant hydroelectric power is helping the Himalayan nation cut its oil imports and clean up its air, thanks to a boom in sales of electric vehicles. (AP Photo/Niranjan Shrestha)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 17
Conductor of an electric passenger bus calls to attract attention of the travelers in Kathmandu, Nepal, Wednesday, May 22, 2024. Nepal's abundant hydroelectric power is helping the Himalayan nation cut its oil imports and clean up its air, thanks to a boom in sales of electric vehicles. (AP Photo/Niranjan Shrestha)
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[image: Jyotindra Sharma poses next to his electric car in Kathmandu, Nepal, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. Sharma, a cardiac surgeon who has been driving an EV, a 2019 KIA Niro, for four years, says he is glad to know he is helping reduce the smog that poses severe health hazards in the Kathmandu valley. (AP Photo/Niranjan Shrestha)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 17 | Jyotindra Sharma poses next to his electric car in Kathmandu, Nepal, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. Sharma, a cardiac surgeon who has been driving an EV, a 2019 KIA Niro, for four years, says he is glad to know he is helping reduce the smog that poses severe health hazards in the Kathmandu valley. (AP Photo/Niranjan Shrestha)
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Jyotindra Sharma poses next to his electric car in Kathmandu, Nepal, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. Sharma, a cardiac surgeon who has been driving an EV, a 2019 KIA Niro, for four years, says he is glad to know he is helping reduce the smog that poses severe health hazards in the Kathmandu valley. (AP Photo/Niranjan Shrestha)
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[image: Sagar Mani Gnawali of the Nepal Electricity Authority speaks during an interview with the Associated Press in Kathmandu, Nepal, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Gnawali, who head the agency's department in charge of Electric Vehicle Charging infrastructure Development, said Nepal now has 400 charging stations and the number is expected to double within a year. (AP Photo/Niranjan Shrestha)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 17 | Sagar Mani Gnawali of the Nepal Electricity Authority speaks during an interview with the Associated Press in Kathmandu, Nepal, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Gnawali, who head the agency's department in charge of Electric Vehicle Charging infrastructure Development, said Nepal now has 400 charging stations and the number is expected to double within a year. (AP Photo/Niranjan Shrestha)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 17
Sagar Mani Gnawali of the Nepal Electricity Authority speaks during an interview with the Associated Press in Kathmandu, Nepal, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Gnawali, who head the agency's department in charge of Electric Vehicle Charging infrastructure Development, said Nepal now has 400 charging stations and the number is expected to double within a year. (AP Photo/Niranjan Shrestha)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Kanak Mani Dixit, a leading environment and civil rights activist, poses in front of a public electric bus in Kathmandu, Nepal, Wednesday, May 22, 2024. ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 17 | Kanak Mani Dixit, a leading environment and civil rights activist, poses in front of a public electric bus in Kathmandu, Nepal, Wednesday, May 22, 2024. "Our electricity in the grid is from hydropower so it is clean energy. And so Nepal is ideally placed to use electricity to run our vehicles in the best way it should be, which is that the energy source itself is clean. It is not coal, gas or nuclear or petroleum," said Dixit, (AP Photo/Niranjan Shrestha)
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[image: Newly imported electric vehicles are seen parked at the Chobhar Dry Port in Kirtipur, Nepal, Thursday, May 30, 2024. To encourage purchases of EVs, the government is charging lower duties on imported EVs, ranging from 25% to 90%. The import duties on gas and diesel-fueled vehicles are 276% to 329%. (AP Photo/Niranjan Shrestha)]
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[image: A bird is seen flying as smog envelops the skyline in Kathmandu, Nepal, May 3, 2024. Pollution from buses and other vehicles and from burning fuels for cooking and heating made Kathmandu one of the world's worst polluted cities for several days in April, as the government warned people to stay indoors. (AP Photo/Niranjan Shrestha)]
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[image: Slow moving traffic is seen on a busy road in Kathmandu, Nepal, Thursday, May 30, 2024. Kathmandu has very few EV buses and none connect the capital with other cities. Pollution from buses and other vehicles and from burning fuels for cooking and heating made Kathmandu one of the world's worst polluted cities for several days in April, as the government warned people to stay indoors. (AP Photo/Niranjan Shrestha)]
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[image: Newly imported electric vehicles are seen parked at the Chobhar Dry Port in Kirtipur, Nepal, Friday, May 31, 2024. To encourage purchases of EVs, the government is charging lower duties on imported EVs, ranging from 25% to 90%. The import duties on gas and diesel-fueled vehicles are 276% to 329%. (AP Photo/Niranjan Shrestha)]
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[image: A laborer works at a construction site next to a power station at Matatirtha on the outskirts of Kathmandu, Nepal, Friday, May 31, 2024. Nepal's abundant hydroelectric power is helping the Himalayan nation cut its oil imports and clean up its air, thanks to a boom in sales of electric vehicles. (AP Photo/Niranjan Shrestha)]
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[image: An electric lineman works on high tension wire at a power station at Matatirtha in the outskirts of Kathmandu, Nepal, Friday, May 31, 2024. Nepal's abundant hydroelectric power is helping the Himalayan nation cut its oil imports and clean up its air, thanks to a boom in sales of electric vehicles. (AP Photo/Niranjan Shrestha)]
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[image: A passenger bus previously run on diesel and converted to electric is seen parked at a depot in Kathmandu, Nepal, Tuesday, April 9, 2024. Nearly all of the electricity produced in Nepal is clean energy, most of it generated by river-fed hydro-electricity. (AP Photo/Niranjan Shrestha)]
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[image: A worker washes a public transport bus at an electric charging station in Kathmandu, Nepal, Friday, May 10, 2024. Nearly all of the electricity produced in Nepal is clean energy, most of it generated by river-fed hydro-electricity. Thanks to that abundant source of power, the country is quickly expanding charging networks and imports of EVs have doubled in each of the past two years, according to customs data. (AP Photo/Niranjan Shrestha)]
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[image: An electric car drives past other vehicles in Kathmandu, Nepal, Wednesday, May 22, 2024. Nepal's imports of EVs have doubled in each of the past two years, allowing the country to save its precious foreign currency instead of spending it on imports of oil and other fuels. (AP Photo/Niranjan Shrestha)]
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[image: A customer enquires about an electric vehicle at a car showroom in Kathmandu, Nepal, Friday, May 10, 2024. To encourage purchases of EVs, the government is charging lower duties on imported EVs, ranging from 25% to 90%. The import duties on gas and diesel-fueled vehicles are 276% to 329%. (AP Photo/Niranjan Shrestha) (AP Photo/Niranjan Shrestha)]
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[image: A worker at an electric charging station recharges the batteries of a public transport bus in Kathmandu, Nepal, Friday, May 10, 2024. Nearly all of the electricity produced in Nepal is clean energy, most of it generated by river-fed hydro-electricity. Thanks to that abundant source of power, the country is quickly expanding charging networks and imports of EVs have doubled in each of the past two years, according to customs data. (AP Photo/Niranjan Shrestha)]
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                                        KATHMANDU, Nepal (AP) -- Nepal's abundant hydroelectric power is helping the Himalayan nation cut its oil imports and clean up its air, thanks to a boom in sales of electric vehicles. 
Nearly all of the electricity produced in Nepal is clean energy, most of it generated by river-fed hydro-electricity. Thanks to that abundant source of power, the country is quickly expanding charging networks and imports of EVs have doubled in each of the past two years, according to customs data. 
The Nepal Electricity Authority estimates use of EVs has reduced oil import costs by $22 million a year, and the savings are increasing. 
Access to electricity in Nepal has soared in the past three decades as hydroelectric projects were completed. Now all but 6% of the population can reach the country's fast-expanding grid. That is enabling the country to leapfrog its neighbors in adopting EVs. 

    


Nepal so far has the peak capacity to produce 2,600 megawatts of power and that is increasing as new hydropower plants are completed. A very small amount of power is also generated by solar plants.
"Our electricity in the grid is from hydropower so it is clean energy. And so Nepal is ideally placed to use electricity to run our vehicles in the best way it should be, which is that the energy source itself is clean. It is not coal, gas or nuclear or petroleum," said Kanak Mani Dixit, a leading environment and civil rights activist.




Official data on sales were not available, but Chinese automaker BYD's Atto 3 and Indian maker Tata's Nexon appear to dominate sales of electric passenger sedans. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Nepal has made boosting use of EVs part of its national commitments to curbing climate changing emissions, pledging to raise EVs to 25% of all auto sales by 2025 and 90% by 2030. 
To help drive more sales, the government is charging lower duties on imported EVs, ranging from 25% to 90%. The import duties on gas and diesel-fueled vehicles are 276% to 329%.

    


Nepal also has been quickly adding charging stations
Sagar Mani Gnawali, who head the agency's department in charge of Electric Vehicle Charging infrastructure Development, said Nepal now has 400 charging stations and the number is expected to double within a year. 
Jyotindra Sharma, a cardiac surgeon who has been driving an EV, a 2019 KIA Niro, for four years, says he is glad to know he is helping reduce the smog that poses severe health hazards in the Kathmandu valley.
"I am extremely happy using an electric vehicle because I could contribute to the environment compared to the petrol cars," he said. "The electricity cost for charging and everything is much less and I got a much, much more luxurious car for the same price compared with gas-fueled cars," Sharma said. 
EV enthusiasts also include drivers of small public vans who make their living ferrying passengers around the city and beyond. 
"It is very easy to drive, there is no pollution, and it's good for the environment. Not only that, it's good for the country as the nation's money does not go to foreign land to buy oil. There are benefits all round," said Bhakta Kumar Gupta who has drives people from Kathmandu to southern Nepal and back everyday.

    


Gupta replaced his diesel-run van with an EV the same size that can carry 10 passengers. It cost him $40 to buy diesel every day. Now, he says it costs about $6 to charge his van. 
But while hundreds of small EV vans ferry passengers on short routes, Kathmandu has very few EV buses and none connect the capital with other cities. Pollution from buses and other vehicles and from burning fuels for cooking and heating made Kathmandu one of the world's worst polluted cities for several days in April, as the government warned people to stay indoors.
Shifting to more EVs is crucial, said Dixit, the environmental activist. 
"We desperately need that for the sake of our health and for the sake of our economy's health, individuals' health and our lungs as well as our national health," he said. 
___
AP writer Sibi Arasu contributed to this report from Bengaluru, India.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/nepal-ev-energy-hydropower-241d486f228051c73ff2793e043b0cca
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    [image: FILE - People wait in line to visit the European Parliament during Europe Day celebrations in Brussels on May 4, 2024. Voters in the European Union are set elect lawmakers for the bloc's parliament, in a major democratic exercise that's also likely to be overshadowed by online disinformation. Experts have warned about that artificial intelligence could supercharge the spread of fake news to disrupt the election in the EU and many other countries this year. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo, File)]
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[image: FILE - People are reflected in a window of a hotel at the Davos Promenade in Davos, Switzerland, Jan. 15, 2024. Voters in the European Union are set elect lawmakers for the bloc's parliament, in a major democratic exercise that's also likely to be overshadowed by online disinformation. Experts have warned about that artificial intelligence could supercharge the spread of fake news to disrupt the election in the EU and many other countries this year. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber, File)]
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                                        BRUSSELS (AP) -- Voters in the European Union are set to elect lawmakers starting Thursday for the bloc's parliament, in a major democratic exercise that's also likely to be overshadowed by online disinformation. 
Experts have warned that artificial intelligence could supercharge the spread of fake news that could disrupt the election in the EU and many other countries this year. But the stakes are especially high in Europe, which has been confronting Russian propaganda efforts as Moscow's war with Ukraine drags on. 
Here's a closer look: 
WHAT'S HAPPENING? 
Some 360 million people in 27 nations -- from Portugal to Finland, Ireland to Cyprus -- will choose 720 European Parliament lawmakers in an election that runs Thursday to Sunday. In the months leading up to the vote, experts have observed a surge in the quantity and quality of fake news and anti-EU disinformation being peddled in member countries. 

    


A big fear is that deceiving voters will be easier than ever, enabled by new AI tools that make it easy to create misleading or false content. Some of the malicious activity is domestic, some international. Russia is most widely blamed, and sometimes China, even though hard evidence directly attributing such attacks is difficult to pin down.




"Russian state-sponsored campaigns to flood the EU information space with deceptive content is a threat to the way we have been used to conducting our democratic debates, especially in election times," Josep Borrell, the EU's foreign policy chief, warned on Monday. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

He said Russia's "information manipulation" efforts are taking advantage of increasing use of social media penetration "and cheap AI-assisted operations." Bots are being used to push smear campaigns against European political leaders who are critical of Russian President Vladimir Putin, he said. 
HAS ANY DISINFO HAPPENED YET?
There have been plenty of examples of election-related disinformation. 

    


Two days before national elections in Spain last July, a fake website was registered that mirrored one run by authorities in the capital Madrid. It posted an article falsely warning of a possible attack on polling stations by the disbanded Basque militant separatist group ETA.
In Poland, two days before the October parliamentary election, police descended on a polling station in response to a bogus bomb threat. Social media accounts linked to what authorities call the Russian interference "infosphere" claimed a device had exploded.
Just days before Slovakia's parliamentary election in November, AI-generated audio recordings impersonated a candidate discussing plans to rig the election, leaving fact-checkers scrambling to debunk them as false as they spread across social media.
Just last week, Poland's national news agency carried a fake report saying that Prime Minister Donald Tusk was mobilizing 200,000 men starting on July 1, in an apparent hack that authorities blamed on Russia. The Polish News Agency "killed," or removed, the report minutes later and issued a statement saying that it wasn't the source. 
It's "really worrying, and a bit different than other efforts to create disinformation from alternative sources," said Alexandre Alaphilippe, executive director of EU DisinfoLab, a nonprofit group that researches disinformation. "It raises notably the question of cybersecurity of the news production, which should be considered as critical infrastructure." 

    


WHAT'S THE GOAL OF DISINFORMATION? 
Experts and authorities said Russian disinformation is aimed at disrupting democracy, by deterring voters across the EU from heading to the ballot boxes.
"Our democracy cannot be taken for granted, and the Kremlin will continue using disinformation, malign interference, corruption and any other dirty tricks from the authoritarian playbook to divide Europe," European Commission Vice-President Vera Jourova warned the parliament in April.
Tusk, meanwhile, called out Russia's "destabilization strategy on the eve of the European elections." 
On a broader level, the goal of "disinformation campaigns is often not to disrupt elections," said Sophie Murphy Byrne, senior government affairs manager at Logically, an AI intelligence company. "It tends to be ongoing activity designed to appeal to conspiracy mindsets and erode societal trust," she told an online briefing last week. 

    


Narratives are also fabricated to fuel public discontent with Europe's political elites, attempt to divide communities over issues like family values, gender or sexuality, sow doubts about climate change and chip away at Western support for Ukraine, EU experts and analysts say.
WHAT HAS CHANGED? 
Five years ago, when the last European Union election was held, most online disinformation was laboriously churned out by "troll farms" employing people working in shifts writing manipulative posts in sometimes clumsy English or repurposing old video footage. Fakes were easier to spot. 
Now, experts have been sounding that alarm about the rise of generative AI that they say threatens to supercharge the spread of election disinformation worldwide. Malicious actors can use the same technology that underpins easy-to-use platforms, like OpenAI's ChatGPT, to create authentic-looking deepfake images, videos and audio. Anyone with a smartphone and a devious mind can potentially create false, but convincing, content aimed at fooling voters.

    


"What is changing now is the scale that you can achieve as a propaganda actor," said Salvatore Romano, head of research at AI Forensics, a nonprofit research group. Generative AI systems can now be used to automatically pump out realistic images and videos and push them out to social media users, he said. 
AI Forensics recently uncovered a network of pro-Russian pages that it said took advantage of Meta's failure to moderate political advertising in the European Union. 
Fabricated content is now "indistinguishable" from the real thing, and takes disinformation watchers experts a lot longer to debunk, said Romano. 
WHAT ARE AUTHORITIES DOING ABOUT IT? 
The EU is using a new law, the Digital Services Act, to fight back. The sweeping law requires platforms to curb the risk of spreading disinformation and can be used to hold them accountable under the threat of hefty fines.
The bloc is using the law to demand information from Microsoft about risks posed by its Bing Copilot AI chatbot, including concerns about "automated manipulation of services that can mislead voters." 
The DSA has also been used to investigate Facebook and Instagram owner Meta Platforms for not doing enough to protect users from disinformation campaigns. 
The EU has passed a wide-ranging artificial intelligence law, which includes a requirement for deepfakes to be labelled, but it won't arrive in time for the vote and will take effect over the next two years. 
HOW ARE SOCIAL MEDIA COMPANIES RESPONDING? 
Most tech companies have touted the measures they're taking to protect the European Union's "election integrity." 
Meta Platforms -- owner of Facebook, Instagram and WhatsApp -- has said it will set up an election operations center to identify potential online threats. It also has thousands of content reviewers working in the EU's 24 official languages and is tightening up policies on AI-generated content, including labeling and "downranking" AI-generated content that violates its standards.
Nick Clegg, Meta's president of global affairs, has said there's no sign that generative AI tools are being used on a systemic basis to disrupt elections. 
TikTok said it will set up fact-checking hubs in the video-sharing platform's app. YouTube owner Google said it's working with fact-checking groups and will use AI to "fight abuse at scale." 
Elon Musk went the opposite way with his social media platform X, previously known as Twitter. "Oh you mean the 'Election Integrity' Team that was undermining election integrity? Yeah, they're gone," he said in a post in September. 
___
A previous version of this story misspelled the given name of EU foreign policy chief Josep Borrell.
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- A Russian cyber gang is believed to be behind a ransomware attack that disrupted London hospitals and led to operations and appointments being canceled, the former head of British cybersecurity said Wednesday.
A group known as Qilin is most likely behind the attack on Synnovis, which provides pathology lab services for several hospitals run by the National Health Service, said Ciaran Martin, former chief executive of the National Cyber Security Centre.
Martin said it was one of the more serious ransomware attacks in the U.K. because it disabled operations.
"It's the more serious type of ransomware where the system just doesn't work," Martin told BBC Radio 4. "If you're working in healthcare in this trust, you're just not getting those results so it's actually seriously disruptive."
The incident Monday affected King's College and Guy's and St Thomas' hospital trusts, which run several south London hospitals, as well as clinics and doctors' practices across a swath of the city, the NHS said.

    


A memo to staff called it a "critical incident" and said it had a "major impact" on services, particularly blood transfusions. Procedures and operations were canceled or redirected elsewhere.




The incident was reported to police.
Synnovis Chief Executive Mark Dollar said Tuesday that it was still trying to understand what happened. The company offered no further comment Wednesday.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Ransomware involves criminals paralyzing computer systems with malware, then demanding money to release them. Ransomware is the costliest and most disruptive form of cybercrime, affecting local governments, court systems, hospitals and schools as well as businesses. It is difficult to combat as most gangs are based in former Soviet states and out of reach of Western justice.
Britain's state-funded health system has been hit before, including during a 2017 ransomware attack that froze computers at hospitals across the country, closing down wards, shutting emergency rooms and bringing treatment to a halt.
Qilin, also known as Agenda, advertises on dark web cybercrime forums and leases malware to affiliates who use it to conduct attacks for a percentage of ransom payments, said Louise Ferrett of Searchlight Cyber, a threat intelligence company. The group has listed more than 100 victims.
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                                        DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) -- Yemen's Houthi rebels have unveiled a new, solid-fuel missile in their arsenal that resembles aspects of one earlier displayed by Iran that Tehran described as flying at hypersonic speeds.
The rebels fired its new "Palestine" missile, complete with a warhead painted like a Palestinian keffiyeh checkered scarf, at the southern Gulf of Aqaba port of Eilat in Israel on Monday. The attack set off air raid sirens but caused no reported damage or injuries. 
Footage released by the Houthis late Wednesday showed the Palestine being raised on what appeared to be a mobile launcher and rising quickly into the air with plumes of white smoke coming from its engine. White smoke is common with solid-fuel missiles. 
Solid-fuel missiles can be set up and fired faster than those containing liquid fuel. That's a key concern for the Houthis as their missile launch sites have been repeatedly targeted by U.S. and allied forces in recent months over the rebels' attacks on shipping through the Red Sea corridor. One such strike hit the Houthis even before they were able to launch their missile. 

    


For their part, the Houthis described the Palestine as a "locally made" missile. However, the Houthis are not known to possess the ability to manufacture complicated missile and guidance systems locally in Yemen, the Arab world's poorest country, which been gripped by war since the rebels seized the capital, Sanaa, nearly a decade ago. 




The Houthis have, however, been repeatedly armed by Iran during the war despite a United Nations arms embargo. While Iran claims it doesn't arm the Houthis, ships seized by the U.S. and its allies have found Iranian weaponry, missile fuel and components on board. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Iranian media reported the launch of the Palestine and described it as locally manufactured, citing the Houthis. However, design elements on the missile resemble other missiles developed by Iran's paramilitary Revolutionary Guard. That includes one called the Fattah, or "Conqueror" in Farsi. 

    


Iran unveiled the missile last year and claimed it could reach Mach 15 -- or 15 times the speed of sound. It also described the missile's range as up to 1,400 kilometers (870 miles). That's a little short of Eilat from Houthi-controlled areas of Yemen, but missile can be reconfigured to boost their range. 
In March, Russia's state-run RIA Novosti news agency quoted an anonymous source claiming the Houthis had a hypersonic missile. 
"While we cannot say for sure what exact version the 'Palestine' corresponds to, we can say with high certainty that is is an advanced and precision-guided (Guard)-developed solid propellant missile provided by Iran," wrote Fabian Hinz, a missile expert and research fellow at the International Institute for Strategic Studies. 
Asked about the similarity between the Palestine and its missiles, Iran's mission to the United Nations told The Associated Press that Tehran "has not engaged in any activities in contravention" of U.N. resolutions. 
"Yemen's military power has grown since the war began ... -- a fact rooted in the internal capacity and prowess of Ansar Allah," the mission said, using another name for the Houthis. 

    


Hypersonic weapons, which fly at speeds higher than Mach 5, could pose crucial challenges to missile defense systems because of their speed and maneuverability.
Ballistic missiles fly on a trajectory in which anti-missile systems like the U.S.-made Patriot can anticipate their path and intercept them. The more irregular the missile's flight path, such as a hypersonic missile with the ability to change directions, the more difficult it becomes to intercept.
China is believed to be pursuing the weapons, as is America. Russia claims it has already used them. 
It remains unclear how well the Palestine maneuvers and at what speed it travels. 
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    [image: FILE - A student holds a placard as she chants slogans during a protest inside the American University of Beirut to show support for Palestinians in the Gaza Strip, in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, May 7, 2024. A single image, not even an authentic photograph, is the focus of a singular campaign on Instagram that has caught the attention of the algorithm and captured the imaginations of users across national borders -- a show of support for the Palestinian movement as the war between Israel and Hamas enters its eighth month. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein, File)]
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[image: FILE - Displaced Palestinians inspect their tents destroyed by Israel's bombardment, adjunct to an UNRWA facility west of Rafah city, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, May 28, 2024. A single image, not even an authentic photograph, is the focus of a singular campaign on Instagram that has caught the attention of the algorithm and captured the imaginations of users across national borders -- a show of support for the Palestinian movement as the war between Israel and Hamas enters its eighth month. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi, File)]
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[image: FILE - Palestinians fleeing from the southern Gaza city of Rafah during an Israeli ground and air offensive in the city on Tuesday, May 28, 2024. A single image, not even an authentic photograph, is the focus of a singular campaign on Instagram that has caught the attention of the algorithm and captured the imaginations of users across national borders -- a show of support for the Palestinian movement as the war between Israel and Hamas enters its eighth month. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana, File)]
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                                        The image shows tents in a camp, highlighted to spell out one single phrase: "All Eyes on Rafah." It has been shared more than 50 million times. 
A single image, not even an authentic photograph, is the focus of a singular campaign on Instagram that has caught the attention of the algorithm and captured the imaginations of users across national borders -- a show of support for the Palestinian movement as the war between Israel and Hamas enters its eighth month.
The simple AI-generated image was created and first shared by a Malaysia-based Instagram user and has gone viral on the social media platform, with a message that attempts to call attention to the small southern city of Rafah after Israeli airstrikes killed at least 37 people in a camp for displaced Palestinians. As international outrage followed the incident, the phrase took center stage in the online discourse. 

    


According to Noura Erakat, a Palestinian-American activist, this reaction is a gut response to what she calls the failure of an international system to do its work.




"I don't think there was a coordinated purpose. It was literally just an outpouring of anger, frustration, all at once, a global condemnation in lieu of actual international institutions being able to apply meaningful pressure on Israel," says Erakat, an associate professor of Africana studies at Rutgers University in New Jersey.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The phrase "All Eyes on Rafah" has been mobilized before. According to Erakat, it streamlined the focus on Israel's military campaign and scrutinized it.
"Standing at attention and ready is also ensuring we are watching closely, scrutinizing with care and so that" -- as she puts it -- "Israeli atrocities are not given a pass."
SOCIAL MEDIA'S ROLE IN THE ISRAEL-HAMAS WAR
There have been multiple social media trends and campaigns during the Israel-Hamas war. People use their platforms to be a part of such trends for varied reasons. 

    


"Being a part of the "All Eyes on Rafah" trend is people's way of lending their support and helping spread the message of what's happening in Israel," says Matt Navarra, a social media consultant and industry analyst. "It is also to be part of that movement or that change in any small way that they can."
Social media campaigns around political issues are hardly new, and many have grabbed such attention, from "Black Lives Matter" to #metoo to -- an early example -- the Arab Spring movement of 2011. Israel's supporters have taken to social media throughout the war to document Hamas violence or the plight of hostages held by the militant group. When they generate enough activity and engagement, many claim millions of eyeballs. 
The ultimate goal: to influence those who can make change happen, whether they be presidents or prime ministers or people who hold influence and sway. Any of those, Navarra says, can have a significant impact. 
HOW THE IMAGE MOVES AROUND
According to Navarra, the slogan has been around for some time. 
Months ago, Israel identified Rafah as Hamas' last major stronghold and vowed to invade, despite the presence of hundreds of thousands of Palestinian civilians who had sought shelter there. It sent in ground troops last month and most civilians have fled, though Israel continues to say its operations there are limited.

    


The slogan has gained momentum since last week's deadly airstrike. Instagram influencers and celebrities in general have shared the image and the message, and when you follow a big name you are more likely to share the same content. That helps account for "All Eyes on Rafah" becoming so viral.
Meta has sometimes removed images and posts related to Israel and Gaza, citing violations to its guidelines. This, though, appears to be an AI-generated image that doesn't depict anything that conflicts with those rules -- it shows no violence or anything explicit or menacing -- which has enabled it to thrive in the social ecosystem. It is a captivating image that grabs attention when it lands on your feed along with the caption, Navarra says.
Celebrities from around the world have posted it on their Instagram accounts -- including such Indian luminaries as Alia Bhatt, Priyanka Chopra Jonas and Kareena Kapoor Khan. Other celebrities include American supermodel Bella Hadid and Nicola Coughlan from the Netflix show "Bridgerton", American comedian Hasan Minhaj and British singer Dua Lipa.

    


Social media influencers also took part in this trend and shared the image widely on the platform. Aaliya Ilyasi, for example, has more than 89,000 followers on Instagram and has been vocal about her opinion about the ongoing Israel-Hamas conflict since the very beginning. 
"My intention is to bring attention to the plight of the Palestinian people, to stand in solidarity with the people who are reliant on voices like ours right now, and to spread awareness," Ilyasi says. "Someone will have to bear witness to this, and I guess that's us."
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                                        Nvidia's stock price has more than doubled this year after more than tripling in 2023 and it's now the third most valuable company in the S&P 500. Nvidia's stock rose again Wednesday to surpass $3 trillion in market value.
The company is also about to undergo a stock split that will give each of its investors nine additional shares for every one that they already own.
The chipmaker has seen soaring demand for its semiconductors, which are used to power artificial intelligence applications. The company's revenue more than tripled in the latest quarter from the same period a year earlier. 
Nvidia, which has positioned itself as one of the most prominent players in AI, has been producing some eye-popping numbers. Here's a look:
$3.011 Trillion
Nvidia's total market value as of Wednesday. Earlier this year, it passed Amazon and Alphabet to become the third most valuable public company, behind Microsoft ($3.168 trillion) and Apple ($3.029 trillion). The company was valued at around $418 billion two years ago.

    


$147 billion
That's the one-day increase in Nvidia's market value on Wednesday.
10 for 1
The company's 10-for-1 stock split goes into effect at the close of trading on Friday, June 7, and is open to all shareholders of record as of Thursday, June 6. The move gives each investor nine additional shares for every share they already own. 




Companies often conduct stock splits to make their shares more affordable for investors. Nvidia's stock closed Wednesday at $1,224.40 and it's just one of 11 companies in the S&P 500 with a share price over $1,000.
$26 billion

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Revenue for Nvidia's most recent fiscal quarter. That's more than triple the $7.2 billion it reported in the same period a year ago. Wall Street expects Nvidia to bring in revenue of $117 billion in fiscal 2025, which would be close to double its revenue in 2024 and more than four times its receipts the year before that.
53.4%
Nvidia's estimated net margin, or the percentage of revenue that gets turned in profit. Looked at another way, about 53 cents of every $1 in revenue Nvidia took in last year went to its bottom line. By comparison, Apple's net margin was 26.3% in its most recent quarter and Microsoft's was 36.4%. Both those companies have significantly higher revenue than Nvidia, however. 
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Longtime technology news and review site Gizmodo has been sold for the third time in the past eight years, this time to a European publisher looking to expand its coverage of the digital scene.
Switzerland-based Keleops didn't disclose how much it paid for Gizmodo in its Tuesday announcement of the deal. Gizmodo was part of a $135 million deal in 2016 when Univision Communications bought its previous owner, Gawker Media, after that company filed for bankruptcy in the fallout from a losing legal battle with former professional wrestler Hulk Hogan.
Univision subsequently sold Gizmodo and the satirical publication The Onion to Boston investment firm Great Hill Partners in 2019 at what was believed to be a fraction of the price paid in the 2016 deal. Great Hill formed G/O Media to oversee Gizmodo and other websites
In a staff memo provided to The Associated Press, G/O Media CEO Jim Spanfeller said Gizmodo was sold for substantially more this time than the price paid to Univision in 2019, without providing any specifics.

    


"This and other increases in valuation stand as strong testament to the work of not only our editorial teams but also the core other areas of our operations," wrote Spanfeller, who said the deal includes a commitment to keep Gizmodo's staff intact. 




G/O Media recently sold The Onion to tech executive Jeff Lawson, who became a billionaire after founding online business software provider Twilio. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Lawson is asking Onion readers to donate $1 to help support it financially. Keleops CEO Jean-Guillaume Kleis, who founded his company a decade ago, plans to carry out a more traditional business strategy by leveraging the brand and reputation that Gizmodo has built during its more than 20 years tracking technology.
"The combination of Keleops' unique digital know-how and Gizmodo's rich content and deep editorial expertise will greatly benefit both our audiences and our partners," Kleis predicted in a statement.

    


New York-based Gizmodo attracted worldwide attention in 2010 after buying an early prototype of Apple's iPhone 4 that Apple's late co-founder contended was stolen. Jobs, who died in 2011, also accused Gizmodo of trying to extort Apple to get the device back, resulting in an apology from a Gizmodo editor. Local prosecutors in Silicon Valley did not file charges in that caper.
___
This story has been updated to correct that Keleops is based in Switzerland, not Paris, and that Gizmodo's 2016 sale to Univision Commutations was part of a $135 million purchase of Gizmodo's former parent, Gawker Media. The story has been corrected to add the dropped "r" to the last name of G/O Media's CEO. The correct spelling is Spanfeller.
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- German software giant SAP has agreed to buy WalkMe in an all-cash deal valued at about $1.5 billion.
The acquisition of WalkMe, a digital adoption platform operator that works with organizations on needs like improving productivity and lowering risk, would strengthen SAP's business management portfolio -- specifically with AI offerings, the companies said in a joint announcement Wednesday.
"By acquiring WalkMe, we are doubling down on the support we provide our end users, helping them to quickly adopt new solutions and features to get the maximum value out of their IT investments," SAP CEO Christian Klein said in a prepared statement.
Dan Adika, CEO of Israel-based WalkMe, added that the deal would provide the software-as-service company with the resources and customer base necessary to expand its market reach -- pointing to "substantial growth opportunities."

    


Under the terms of the deal, WalkMe will continue to also support non-SAP applications.
The companies expect the transaction to close in the third quarter. The deal is subject to customary closing conditions, including regulatory approval.
The $1.5 billion offer price, which divvies out to about $14 per share, represents a 45% premium to WalkMe's Tuesday closing share price. WalkMe went public in June 2021 at $31 a share. 
Shares of WalkMe were up 42% by midmorning Wednesday. SAP's stock was up 0.84%.
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                                        MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) -- Australia's online safety watchdog said on Wednesday she had dropped her Federal Court case that attempted to force X Corp. to take down a video of a Sydney bishop being stabbed.
But eSafety Commissioner Julie Inman Grant said she would continue her legal action in the Administrative Appeals Tribunal against the platform rebranded in 2023 after billionaire entrepreneur Elon Musk bought Twitter.
Musk welcomed the decision, posting on X, "Freedom of speech is worth fighting for."
The case before the tribunal, which reviews bureaucrats' administrative decisions, had been brought by X and was running in parallel with the Federal Court case.
Inman Grant, a former Twitter employee, said cost was a factor in her decision to "consolidate" her commission's legal action against X.
"The real questions that I want tested through an independent merits review will be done at the AAT and it didn't make sense for me to be fighting a battle on two fronts when, let's face it, the war is going to be much longer and more extended" than originally thought, Inman Grant told Australian Broadcasting Corp.

    


Inman Grant also revealed that her legal action against X had led to online attacks against her and her family including the malicious release online of personal or identifying information without the subject's permission, known as doxxing.




She blamed Musk for the attacks.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"He issued a dog whistle to 181 million users around the globe which resulted in death threats directed at me, which resulted in doxxing of my family members, including my three children," Inman Grant said.
"So I think with great power comes great responsibility and exercising that restraint, in terms of targeting a regulator who is here to protect the citizens of Australia, is really beyond the pale. But it's not surprising, given that we've seen him litigate and target and personally tarnish NGOs, academics and other researchers that dare to criticise the safety of the X platform," she added.

    


Communications Minister Michelle Rowland backed Inman Grant's decision to take X to the Federal Court and her decision to drop the case.
"The government backs our regulators and we back the eSafety Commissioner, particularly in light of the reprehensible threats to her physical safety and the threats to her family in the course of doing her job," Rowland told Parliament.
X was alone among social media platforms in refusing eSafety's order to take down video of a 16-year-old stabbing an Assyrian Orthodox bishop in a Sydney church on April 15 as a service was being streamed online.
While Meta, Microsoft, Google, Snap, TikTok, Reddit and Telegram removed the video, X would only go as far as geoblocking Australian X users.
The commission went to the Australian Federal Court to enforce a global ban on the video being shared.
Musk has used his personal X account to accuse Australia interfering with free speech and to deride Inman Grant as the "Australian censorship commissar."
Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese branded Musk an "arrogant billionaire," who considered himself above the law and was out of touch with the public.

    


But eSafety suffered a loss in the court on May 13 when a judge withdrew an injunction that required the San Francisco-based company to hide the content globally. Justice Geoffrey Kennett found the global ban was not a reasonable requirement to place on the platform.
"This case has raised important questions on how legal powers can be used to threaten global censorship of speech, and we are heartened to see that freedom of speech has prevailed," X posted Wednesday after the case was dropped.
Inman Grant said her commission had another five legal cases against X, including over the platform's failure to reveal how it was combating child sexual abuse material.
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                    An Italian court reconvicted Amanda Knox of slander Wednesday, quashing her hope of removing a legal stain against her that has persisted after her exoneration in the brutal 2007 murder of her British roommate while the two were exchange students in Italy.
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[image: FILE - Diya "Patrick" Lumumba, a Congolese citizen who was originally jailed for the murder of Meredith Kercher, leaves the court building on the occasion of the final hearing before the third court verdict for the murder of British student Meredith Kercher, in Florence, Italy, Jan. 30, 2014. Amanda Knox returns to an Italian courtroom Wednesday June 5, 2024, for the first time in more than 121/2 years to clear herself ]
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[image: FILE - This combination of three file photos shows: from left, Italian student Raffaele Sollecito, slain British woman Meredith Kercher and her American roommate Amanda Knox. Amanda Knox returns to an Italian courtroom Wednesday June 5, 2024, for the first time in more than 121/2 years to clear herself 'once and for all' of a slander charge that stuck even after she was exonerated in the brutal 2007 murder of her British roommate in the idyllic hilltop town of Perugia. (AP Photo/File)]
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[image: FILE - American exchange student Amanda Knox, left, and her Italian boyfriend Raffaele Sollecito outside the rented house where 21-year-old British student Meredith Kercher was found dead in Perugia, Italy, Nov. 2, 2007. Amanda Knox is expected to appear in person in an Italian court to defend herself in a slander case that has the potential to remove the last legal stain against her, following her exoneration nine years ago in the 2007 murder of her British roommate, Meredith Kercher. (AP Photo/Stefano Medici, File)]
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[image: Amanda Knox arrives flanked by her husband Christopher Robinson, left, at the Florence courtroom in Florence, Italy, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Amanda Knox returns to an Italian courtroom Wednesday for the first time in more than 121/2 years to clear herself "once and for all" of a slander charge that stuck even after she was exonerated in the brutal 2007 murder of her British roommate in the idyllic hilltop town of Perugia. (AP Photo/Antonio Calanni)]
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[image: Lumumba's lawyer Carlo Pacelli speaks with reporters after the hearing at the Florence courtroom in Florence, Italy, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Amanda Knox returns to an Italian courtroom Wednesday for the first time in more than 121/2 years to clear herself "once and for all" of a slander charge that stuck even after she was exonerated in the brutal 2007 murder of her British roommate in the idyllic hilltop town of Perugia. (AP Photo/Antonio Calanni)]
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Lumumba's lawyer Carlo Pacelli speaks with reporters after the hearing at the Florence courtroom in Florence, Italy, Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Amanda Knox returns to an Italian courtroom Wednesday for the first time in more than 121/2 years to clear herself "once and for all" of a slander charge that stuck even after she was exonerated in the brutal 2007 murder of her British roommate in the idyllic hilltop town of Perugia. (AP Photo/Antonio Calanni)
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                                        FLORENCE, Italy (AP) -- Seventeen years after she was accused of killing her British roommate, Amanda Knox was back in an Italian court Wednesday, this time to hear the outcome of a slander charge that has stuck long after she was exonerated of the murder. 
Knox, now a mother of two, was reconvicted of slander Wednesday for wrongly accusing an innocent man of the 2007 murder of Briton Meredith Kercher when the two were exchange students in Italy. 
She had hoped to remove the last legal stain against her as she appeared at an Italian tribunal for the first time since she was freed in 2011 after spending four years in prison for Kercher's slaying.
Despite a murder conviction against a man whose DNA and footprints were found at the scene, and a 2015 high court verdict definitively clearing Knox and her boyfriend Raffaele Sollecito, doubt about her role has persisted. That is especially true in Italy, among members of Kercher's family and for the innocent man she accused, Patrick Lumumba. 

    


Here is a glance at the key details in the case:
WHO IS AMANDA KNOX?
Knox was a 20-year-old student who had recently arrived in the university town of Perugia to study when her British roommate, Kercher, was found dead in her bedroom in the apartment they shared with two Italian roommates on Nov. 2, 2007. The murder grabbed worldwide attention as suspicion fell on Knox and Sollecito, with whom she had been involved for just about a week. Headlines dubbing her "Foxy Knoxy" circled the globe, fueled by sensational images of her and Sollecito in a tender moment outside the murder scene and in a store buying undergarments for Knox, whose apartment had become a crime scene. Knox and Sollecito were convicted in their first trial but after another round of flip-flop verdicts, they were ultimately exonerated by Italy's highest court in 2015.




WHAT IS THE SLANDER CASE?

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Knox was accused of slandering Lumumba, the Congolese bar owner who employed her part-time, based on two statements typed by police that she signed during a long night of questioning just days after the killing. She tried to walk back her story in a four-page handwritten note the next afternoon, but the memo showed her confusion as she attempted to reconcile the signed police statements with her own conflicting recollections. During her first trial, Knox said police pressure led her to initially accuse an innocent man, a statement she repeated Wednesday before the Florence appeals court. The slander conviction and three-year sentence remained until the European Court of Human Rights ruled that Knox's rights had been violated during questioning without a lawyer or qualified translator. Based on that ruling, Italy's highest court threw out the conviction last November and ruled the two statements typed by police were inadmissible. It ordered a new trial, stipulating the court examine only Knox's handwritten statement for elements to support slander.

    


WHO IS PATRICK LUMUMBA?
Patrick Lumumba was the Congolese bar owner who employed Knox part-time. He was arrested and held as a suspect in the murder, based on the overnight interrogation of Knox, and despite her hand-written statement later walking back her accusation. Due to the notoriety in the case, Lumumba left Italy and is living in eastern Europe with family. Lumumba has joined the current prosecution as a civil party, as is allowed by Italian law, and continues to believe Knox had a role in the murder.

    


WHO IS RUDY HERMANN GUEDE
Rudy Hermann Guede was convicted of Kercher's murder in a fast-track trial that foresees a lesser sentence. A drifter who was living in Perugia, Guede was arrested in Germany where he fled after the murder. He initially told a friend in a wiretapped call that Knox had nothing to do with the crime, but after being returned to Italy, he blamed Knox and denied involvement. He was released from  prison in 2021 after serving 13 years of a 16-year term that included a ruling that he did not act alone. Guede was recently ordered to wear a monitoring bracelet and not leave his home at night after an ex-girlfriend accused him of physical and sexual abuse. An investigation was ongoing.

    


WHO WAS MEREDITH KERCHER?
Meredith Kercher was a 21-year-old student from the University of Leeds who was embarking on a year of study in Perugia, living in a rented flat with Knox and two Italian roommates. Friends, who called her "Mez," described her as "calm, sweet and shy." The youngest of four children, she grew up on the outskirts of London. She was last seen on the evening of Nov. 1 having dinner with British friends at a nearby apartment. Kercher's partially nude body was found Nov. 2 with her throat slashed beneath a duvet in her locked bedroom.
HOW DID KNOX REBUILD HER LIFE
Knox returned to the United States after an appeals court threw out her first conviction in 2011, following four years behind bars. While she hoped to resume her life as a college student, she was dogged by public scrutiny as her legal cases continued in Italy. Now 36 and the mother of two small children, Knox campaigns for criminal justice reform and against forced confessions, drawing on her experience. She has a podcast with her husband and a new limited series based on her best-selling book in development for Hulu that includes Monica Lewinsky among the executive producers. She also has recorded a series on resilience for a meditation app, and is an aspiring comedian, recently posting a routine on Instagram riffing on motherhood.
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    [image: FILE - A pedestrian crossing a street with a child is seen through a taxi window in Tokyo, Monday, July 19, 2021. Japan's birth rate fell to a new low for the eight straight year in 2023, according to Health Ministry data released on Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/David Goldman, File)]
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                                        TOKYO (AP) -- Japan's birth rate fell to a new low for the eighth straight year in 2023, according to Health Ministry data released on Wednesday. A government official described the situation as critical and urged authorities to do everything they can to reverse the trend. 
The data underscores Japan's long-standing issues of a rapidly aging and shrinking population, which has serious implications for the country's economy and national security -- especially against the backdrop of China's increasingly assertive presence in the region. 
According to the latest statistics, Japan's fertility rate -- the average number of babies a woman is expected to have in her lifetime -- stood at 1.2 last year. The 727,277 babies born in Japan in 2023 were down 5.6% from the previous year, the ministry said -- the lowest since Japan started compiling the statistics in 1899. 

    


Separately, the data shows that the number of marriages fell by 6% to 474,717 last year, something authorities say is a key reason for the declining birth rate. In the predominantly traditional Japanese society, out-of-wedlock births are rare as people prize family values. 




Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa Hayashi told reporters that it's "a critical situation." The next six years, until the 2030s, will be "the last chance for us to possibly reverse the trend," he said. 
Hayashi noted economic instability, difficulties in balancing work and childrearing and other complex factors as main reasons why young people have a hard time deciding to get married or raise children. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The data was released as Japan's parliament on Wednesday approved a revision to laws designed to beef up financial support for childrearing parents or those expecting babies, as well as to widen access to childcare services and expand parental leave benefits. The government earmarked 5.3 trillion yen ($34 billion) as part of the 2024 budget for this, and is expected to spend 3.6 trillion yen ($23 billion) in tax money annually over the next three years. 

    


Experts say the measures are largely meant for married couples who plan to have or who already have children, and are not addressing a growing number of young people reluctant to get married.
Takahide Kiuchi, an executive economist at Nomura Research Institute, said the measures fall short of addressing the problem. 
"Simple economic measures such as increase of subsidies are not going to resolve the serious problem of declining births," Kiuchi wrote in an analysis report, adding that a conservative mindset espousing traditional gender roles at home and at the workplace also needs to change.
Surveys show that younger Japanese are increasingly reluctant to marry or have children, discouraged by bleak job prospects, the high cost of living -- which rises at a faster pace than salaries -- and a gender-biased corporate culture that adds an extra burden only on women and working mothers.
Japan's population of more than 125 million people is projected to fall by about 30%, to 87 million by 2070, with four out of every 10 people 65 years of age or older. 
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    [image: FILE - The Cinderella Castle is seen at the Magic Kingdom at Walt Disney World, July 14, 2023, in Lake Buena Vista, Fla. Months after Disney and Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis' appointees agreed to end a protracted legal fight, the two sides are set to approve an agreement Wednesday, June 5, 2024, that could result in the company investing $17 billion into its Florida resort and opens the door to a fifth major theme park at Walt Disney World. (AP Photo/John Raoux, File)]
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[image: FILE - Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis gives his State of the State address during a joint session of the Senate and House of Representatives in Tallahassee, Fla., Jan. 9, 2024. Months after Disney DeSantis' appointees agreed to end a protracted legal fight, the two sides are set to approve an agreement Wednesday, June 5, that could result in the company investing $17 billion into its Florida resort and opens the door to a fifth major theme park at Walt Disney World. (AP Photo/Gary McCullough, File)]
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                                        ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) -- Months after Disney and Gov. Ron DeSantis' appointees agreed to end a protracted legal fight, the two sides are set to approve an agreement that could result in the company investing up to $17 billion into its Florida resort and opens the door to a fifth major theme park at Walt Disney World.
The five DeSantis-appointed supervisors who oversee the Disney World district voted Wednesday to give initial approval to a new development agreement that both sides had agreed to negotiate after a March settlement ended their state court lawsuits against each other. 
A second vote was required for final approval, and that was set for next week.
"We are heading towards a brand new day, and I'm excited about where this is going," said Charbel Barakat, vice chair of the district's board. "I only wish we could have gotten here sooner."

    


Woody Rodriguez, director of external affairs for the Disney parks, told board members that the agreement will allow the company to make substantial investments in Disney World.
The agreement between Disney and the Central Florida Tourism and Oversight District would last for the next 15 years. The district provides municipal services such as firefighting, planning and mosquito control, among other things. It was controlled by Disney supporters for most of its five decades until it was taken over by the DeSantis appointees last year.




Under the deal's terms, during the next decade or two, Disney would be approved to build a fifth major theme park at Disney World and two more minor parks, such as water parks. The company could raise the number of hotel rooms on its property from almost 40,000 rooms to more than 53,000 rooms and increase the amount of retail and restaurant space by more than 20%. Disney would retain control of building heights due to its need to maintain an immersive environment. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In exchange, Disney would be required to donate up to 100 acres (40 hectares) of Disney World's 24,000 acres (9,700 hectares) for the construction of infrastructure projects controlled by the district. The company also would need to award at least half of its construction projects to companies based in Florida and spend at least $10 million on affordable housing for central Florida.

    


The settlement in March ended almost two years of litigation that was sparked by DeSantis' takeover of the district from Disney supporters following the company's opposition to a Florida law critics dubbed "Don't Say Gay."
The 2022 law bans classroom lessons on sexual orientation and gender identity in early grades and was championed by the Republican governor, who used Disney as a punching bag in speeches until he suspended his presidential campaign this year.
As punishment for Disney's opposition to the controversial law, DeSantis took over the governing district through legislation passed by the Republican-controlled Florida Legislature and appointed a new board of supervisors. Disney sued DeSantis and his appointees, claiming the company's free speech rights were violated for speaking out against the legislation. A federal judge dismissed that lawsuit in January, but Disney appealed. As part of the March settlement, Disney agreed to put on hold the appeal of the federal lawsuit.

    


Before control of the district changed hands from Disney allies to DeSantis appointees early last year, the Disney supporters on its board signed agreements with Disney shifting control over design and construction at Disney World to the company. The new DeSantis appointees claimed the "eleventh-hour deals" neutered their powers and the district sued the company in state court in Orlando to have the contracts voided.
Disney filed counterclaims that included asking the state court to declare the agreements valid and enforceable. Those state court lawsuits were dismissed as part of the March settlement.
___
Follow Mike Schneider on X, formerly known as Twitter: @MikeSchneiderAP.
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    [image: FILE - Beachgoers sit on chairs and under umbrellas at Ocean Grove, N.J., beach on Sunday, May 26, 2024. As the temperature heats up and summer approaches, small business owners may be considering offering summer hours, such as an early release on Fridays, for employees to help combat burnout. (AP Photo/Tassanee Vejpongsa, File)]
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                                        As the temperature heats up and summer approaches, small business owners may be considering offering summer hours, such as an early release on Fridays, for employees to help combat burnout.
According to a May report by the Society for Human Resource Management, 44% of 1,405 surveyed U.S. employees feel burned out at work, 45% feel "emotionally drained" from their work, and 51% feel "used up" at the end of the workday.
And since it's harder for small businesses to offer better pay and benefits to boost morale than big businesses due to their tighter margins, summer hours can be a way to offer employees a perk at low cost.
But there are some things a small business owner should keep in mind before offering reduced summer hours.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Summer hours can be a way for small business owners to boost employee morale and help combat burnout
    

    
    
    AP business correspondent Mae Anderson reports.

    

Consider employee workload and deadline schedules. If it's not feasible to offer all employees the same hours off, consider staggering time off. Or offer the same summer hours -- but every other week instead of every week.

    


Once you've committed to offering reduced summer hours, such as a 2 p.m. end time on Fridays, put it in writing, including the start and end dates of the policy; and let staffers know well ahead of time exactly what the policy will be.
Finally, at the end of the initial season of summer hours, do a post mortem. Evaluate what worked and what didn't, so you can adjust the policy as needed.
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    [image: This photo provided by Ford shows the 2024 Ford Ranger Raptor. Dedicated to off-road performance, the Raptor comes with a 405-horsepower V6, all-terrain tires, and a special suspension tuned for high-speed driving in the dirt. (Ford Motor Co. via AP)]
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[image: This photo provided by Chevrolet shows the 2024 Chevrolet Colorado ZR2 Bison Edition. Big all-terrain tires and a specialized suspension make it the most capable off-road version of the Colorado midsize pickup. (General Motors via AP)]
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                                        Buying a midsize truck can be a smart choice if you want a truck that's capable but less expensive and more maneuverable than the typical full-size truck. There are quite a few options available and among them are two domestic headliners: the Chevrolet Colorado and Ford Ranger. 
Both trucks have been recently rdesigned and dramatically improved. They're also about as evenly matched as you can get, so much so that only one-tenth of a point separates them in Edmunds' midsize truck rankings. You could be happy with either one yet they differ in small ways that could tip the balance based on your needs. Edmunds' experts break down the attributes that will help you decide which is best for you. 
POWER AND FUEL ECONOMY
The Ranger offers a trio of muscular engines, starting with a 270-horsepower turbocharged four-cylinder, followed by a larger 315-horsepower turbo V6. Even the base engine is surprisingly powerful for standard truck duties; for the true need-for-speed types, there is also off-road-focused Ranger Raptor trim that packs a 405-horsepower turbo V6. 

    


Chevy doesn't offer quite as extensive of a lineup. The Colorado has just a single turbocharged four-cylinder that produces 237 horsepower; an upgraded version is also available with 310 horsepower. Even the base engine makes plenty of low-end power that's useful both for towing and keeping pace with city traffic. In Edmunds' testing, the four-cylinder Ranger and the Colorado with its more powerful engine both accelerated from zero to 60 mph in a quick 6.7 seconds. 




At its best, the four-cylinder Ranger gets an EPA-estimated 22 mpg combined in both rear- and four-wheel drive. The Colorado gets slightly lower estimates, with a base four-cylinder rated at 22 mpg combined for rear-wheel drive or 20 mpg combined for four-wheel drive. While the Colorado easily satisfies, the Ranger offers more variety, more power and better efficiency.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Winner: Ranger

    


TOWING AND PAYLOAD
Properly equipped, the Colorado's can tow up to 7,700 pounds or haul up to 1,684 pounds. The Ranger tows slightly less -- 7,500 pounds -- but can haul more at 1,805 pounds. In real terms, both trucks are easily capable of pulling motorcycle trailers, small to midsize camper trailers, or many boats with ease.
There are a few minor differences that give the Ranger an advantage. Both trucks offer available tow packages that come with a trailer brake controller. This is a feature that allows you to adjust your trailer's brakes from inside the cab. Also, the Ranger's bed is slightly wider at 48 inches between the wheelwells, enough to fit a standard sheet of plywood. The Colorado's bed is narrower by about 3 inches. 
Winner: Ranger 
OFF-ROAD CAPABILITY
Getting a stock truck that can perform in the dirt has never been easier. The Colorado's Trail Boss trim starts you out with all-terrain tires and a raised suspension, while the ZR2 takes it further with more aggressive tires, upgraded shock absorbers, an even taller stance, and locking front and rear differentials. Chevy also offers a ZR2 Bison Edition that has even bigger tires and additional underbody protection. 

    


For its part, Ford offers just one off-road version: the Ranger Raptor. But with its 405-horsepower engine, big all-terrain tires, and Fox racing-style shocks, the Raptor is a premier dirt and desert runner. The Raptor isn't built so much for climbing tricky terrain -- although it can do that, too -- as it is crossing dirt, mud, dust and washboard roads at speed. 
Winner: tie 
TECHNOLOGY AND VALUE
Inside the cab, the Colorado's 11.3-inch touchscreen offers more real estate than the Ranger's 10-inch display, and it's underpinned by faster Android-based software that includes Google voice assistant. The Ranger offers a larger 12-inch vertical display but it only comes standard on the well-equipped Lariat and Raptor trims. The Ranger also buries some basic functions, such as climate controls, within the touchscreen rather than having them be easier-to-use physical buttons. 
The Colorado is also less expensive, at least initially. Pricing starts at $31,095 for a rear-wheel-drive Colorado WT, including destination. For the least expensive Ranger XL, you're looking at $34,315. There's a big price difference between the top Colorado ZR2 and Ford Ranger Raptor too. But dig deeper and you'll notice that Ford generally equips the Ranger's trim levels with more standard features to justify the price; adding those features through various option packages on the Colorado closes the gap considerably. Ultimately, though, we like that Chevy gives shoppers a lower entry point and more ways to get a truck exactly how they want. 

    


Winner: Colorado
EDMUNDS SAYS 
The Ranger tops a majority of the categories in this round-up and stands as Edmunds' top-rated midsize truck. But this contest is so close that we can easily understand why you'd want to get a Colorado instead. 
____________
This story was provided to The Associated Press by the automotive website Edmunds.
Dan Frio is a contributor at Edmunds. 
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    [image: FILE - President of European Central Bank, Christine Lagarde, attends a press conference after an ECB's governing council meeting in Frankfurt, Germany, on Jan. 25, 2024. The European Central Bank appears ready to start cutting interest borrowing costs for businesses and consumers - and do it ahead of the Fed. Analysts say a first rate cut is coming Thursday when the bank's policymakers meet in Frankfurt, Germany. . (AP Photo/Michael Probst, File)]
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                                        FRANKFURT, Germany (AP) -- The European Central Bank cut its key interest rate Thursday by a quarter-point, moving ahead of the U.S. Federal Reserve as central banks around the world lean toward lowering borrowing costs -- a shift with far-reaching consequences for home buyers, savers and investors.
The ECB cut its benchmark rate to 3.75% from a record high of 4% at a meeting of the bank's 26-member rate-setting council in Frankfurt.
Speaking afterward at a news conference, ECB President Christine Lagarde said inflation had eased enough for the central bank to start lowering rates. 
But with annual inflation at 2.6% in May and expected to remain above the ECB 2% target into next year, Lagarde declined to indicate how fast or how deep any future rate cuts might be. 
"We will keep policy rates sufficiently restrictive for as long as necessary," she said. "We are not committing to a particular rate path." 

    


"Are we today moving into a dialing-back phase? I wouldn't volunteer that," she said. 
Rate increases combat inflation by making it more expensive to borrow in order to buy goods, lowering demand and taking the pressure off prices. But high rates also hold back growth, which has been in short supply in the eurozone.




With inflation coming down but taking its time to reach levels central bankers like, the question now is, how soon, how fast and how deep future rate cuts from the Fed, the ECB and others will be. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Analysts say the ECB will likely leave rates unchanged when it next meets on July 18, while it awaits further confirmation that inflation is under control.
"Today's cut doesn't necessarily mark the start of an easing cycle," said Carsten Brzeski, global head of macro at ING, the Dutch banking firm. 
Though the annual inflation rate for May is well below a peak of 10.6% in October 2022, the decline has slowed in recent months. Inflation even ticked up slightly from 2.4% in April. Inflation in the services sectors, a broad category that includes everything from medical care and haircuts to hotels, restaurants and concert tickets, remains particularly elevated at 4.1%.

    


The ECB's move represents a switch from the onset of the inflation surge, when the Fed took the lead in tightening credit by raising rates starting in March 2022, sending mortgage costs higher but also boosting returns for savers with money in certificates of deposit or money market funds. The ECB started four months later.
Major central banks around the world now are leaning toward lowering interest rates. Central banks in smaller economies have already cut rates, including in Canada, Sweden, Switzerland, Hungary and the Czech Republic. The Bank of England's policymakers are scheduled to meet on June 20, but it's not clear whether the governing board will cut the rate from 5.25%. Japan, an economic outlier among the world big economies, has started raising rates after years of below-zero rates and low inflation.
Lower rates can mean lower mortgage costs and credit card charges for consumers. Lower rates also can boost stock prices and the value of retirement accounts since they diminish returns on conservative alternatives such as certificates of deposit and can mean stronger economic growth that will boost corporate earnings.

    


The ECB's higher rates quashed a nine-year-long rally in eurozone home prices and slammed construction activity. Growth in economic output has hovered just above and below zero for more than a year before a modest upbeat surprise in the first three months of the year, when gross domestic product rose 0.3% from the quarter before.
The inflation surge in Europe was unleashed first and foremost by Russia cutting off most natural gas supplies to the continent, and by logjams in supplies of raw materials and parts as the global economy rebounded from the COVID-19 pandemic. Although the eurozone was hit first and hardest by the Russian cutoff, the resulting energy price spike has now largely subsided after spiking to 10.6% in October 2022.
The Federal Reserve faces a very different economy, one in which inflation was fueled less by the Russian energy shock than by government pandemic recovery spending, and more robust growth fueled inflation. The U.S. consumer price index is at an annual 3.4%, some way from the Fed's goal, also 2%.

    


Fed Chair Jerome Powell has said the bank expects to cut rates this year from the current benchmark level of 5.25%-5.5%, but no change is expected at the Fed's policy meeting next week. With inflation cooling slowly in the U.S., economists and investors now increasingly expect only one or two cuts this year.
___
 AP Economics Writer Christopher Rugaber contributed to this report from Washington.
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    [image: Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and his wife Olena Zelenska, arrive at the international ceremony at Omaha Beach, Thursday, June 6, 2024 in Normandy. Normandy is hosting various events to officially commemorate the 80th anniversary of the D-Day landings that took place on June 6, 1944. (AP Photo/Viginia Mayo)]
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[image: In this photo provided by the 24th Mechanised brigade press service, Ukrainian soldiers prepare to fire 120mm mortar towards Russian position on the front line at undisclosed location in Donetsk region, Ukraine, Monday, June 4, 2024. (Oleg Petrasiuk/Ukrainian 24 Mechanised brigade via AP)]
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[image: Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and his wife Olena Zelenska, arrive at the international ceremony at Omaha Beach, Thursday, June 6, 2024 in Normandy. Normandy is hosting various events to officially commemorate the 80th anniversary of the D-Day landings that took place on June 6, 1944. (AP Photo/Viginia Mayo)]
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[image: Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, left is greeted by French President Emmanuel Macron, at the international ceremony at Omaha Beach, near Saint-Laurent-sur-Mer. Thursday, June 6, 2024. Normandy is hosting various events to officially commemorate the 80th anniversary of the D-Day landings that took place on June 6, 1944. (Ludovic Marin, Pool via AP)]
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[image: From left, Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, Netherlands' King Willem-Alexander and Netherland's Queen Maxima attend the International commemorative ceremony to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day at Omaha Beach in Saint-Laurent-sur-Mer, Normandy, France, Thursday, June 6, 2024. (Lou Benoist/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: Shown in a big screen, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy greets U.S. World War II veterans as they arrive for an international ceremony to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day at Omaha Beach in Saint-Laurent-sur-Mer, Normandy, France, Thursday, June 6, 2024. World leaders are gathered Thursday in France to mark the 80th anniversary of the D-Day landings. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)]
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[image: In this photo provided by the 24th Mechanised brigade press service, Ukrainian soldiers prepare to fire 120mm mortar towards Russian position on the front line at undisclosed location in Donetsk region, Ukraine, Monday, June 4, 2024. (Oleg Petrasiuk/Ukrainian 24 Mechanised brigade via AP)]
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[image: Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, left is greeted by French President Emmanuel Macron, at the international ceremony at Omaha Beach, near Saint-Laurent-sur-Mer. Thursday, June 6, 2024. Normandy is hosting various events to officially commemorate the 80th anniversary of the D-Day landings that took place on June 6, 1944. (Ludovic Marin, Pool via AP)]
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[image: Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and his wife Olena Zelenska, arrive with French President Emmanuel Macron, right, and his wife Brigitte Macron, left, at the international ceremony at Omaha Beach, near Saint-Laurent-sur-Mer. Thursday, June 6, 2024. Normandy is hosting various events to officially commemorate the 80th anniversary of the D-Day landings that took place on June 6, 1944. (Ludovic Marin, Pool via AP)]
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[image: From left, Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, Netherlands' King Willem-Alexander and Netherland's Queen Maxima attend the International commemorative ceremony to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day at Omaha Beach in Saint-Laurent-sur-Mer, Normandy, France, Thursday, June 6, 2024. (Lou Benoist/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: Shown in a big screen, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy greets U.S. World War II veterans as they arrive for an international ceremony to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day at Omaha Beach in Saint-Laurent-sur-Mer, Normandy, France, Thursday, June 6, 2024. World leaders are gathered Thursday in France to mark the 80th anniversary of the D-Day landings. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)]
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                                        KHARKIV, Ukraine (AP) -- Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy joined world leaders in France on Thursday to commemorate the D-Day invasion and seek more Western help even as his forces battled to stave off a Russian onslaught near the eastern city of Kharkiv in Europe's biggest conflict since World War II.
Zelenskyy and his wife, Olena, attended the 80th anniversary events in Normandy with U.S. President Joe Biden and European leaders who have supported Kyiv's efforts in the war, now in its third year. He will meet with French officials in Paris on Friday.
Ukraine is fighting to hold back a recent Russian push in eastern areas, including the border regions of Kharkiv and Donetsk. The offensive seeks to exploit Kyiv's shortages of ammunition and troops along the roughly 1,000-kilometer (620-mile) front line. 
Ukraine has framed the conflict as a clash between Western democratic freedom and Russian tyranny. Russia says it is defending itself against a menacing eastward expansion of the NATO military alliance.

    


Overnight, Ukrainian drones struck an oil refinery and a fuel depot in Russian border regions, officials in the targeted areas said Thursday, in Kyiv's ongoing effort to disrupt the Kremlin's war machine.




As part of that effort, NATO allies said they would allow Ukraine to use weapons they deliver to Kyiv to carry out limited attacks inside Russia.
The decision could potentially impede Moscow's ability to open a new front in the northeastern regions. Ukrainian officials feared a fresh assault was imminent after the May 10 offensive against Kharkiv, in which Moscow's troops exploited weaknesses and successfully diverted Ukrainian forces.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Ukraine has Washington's permission to use U.S.-supplied weapons to shoot at targets inside Russia, with limitations.
Ukrainian lawmaker Yehor Cherniev told The Associated Press that they can be used only in Russian border regions east of Ukraine where the Kremlin's forces assemble and launch attacks, but they cannot hit airfields or aircraft that fire missiles at Ukraine, including at civilian areas.

    


He said Ukraine has "stopped" the momentum of the northeast offensive in the Kharkiv region.
Although Russian forces might still try to advance, "now we can destroy their troops on the territory of Russia near the border of Kharkiv. We also already destroyed some of their air defense systems, which they used against us," added Cherniev, deputy chairman of parliament's National Security, Defense and Intelligence Committee.
White House national security spokesman John Kirby noted there has never been a restriction on Ukrainian forces shooting down hostile aircraft, "even if those aircraft are not necessarily in Ukrainian airspace. ... They can shoot down Russian airplanes that pose an impending threat. And they have. They have since the beginning of the war."
On Wednesday, Russian President Vladimir Putin warned that Russia could provide long-range weapons to other countries so that they could strike Western targets. Biden countered by noting the limits that Washington imposed.

    


"We're not talking about giving (Ukraine) weapons to strike Moscow, to strike the Kremlin," Biden told ABC News.
Ukraine has received authorization to use the weapons "just across the border where they're receiving significant fire from conventional weapons used by the Russians to go into Ukraine to kill Ukrainians," Biden said.
Biden said he was "concerned" by Putin's behavior and called him "a dictator."
He also pledged that "we will not walk away" from the defense of Ukraine and allow Russia to threaten more of Europe.
Moscow officials were unconvinced by Western arguments. Dmitry Medvedev, deputy head of Russia's Security Council, said Putin's comments amounted to "a quite significant shift in our foreign policy."
"Let the U.S. and its allies feel the impact of direct use of Russian weapons by others," Medvedev wrote on his messaging app channel.
Putin deliberately didn't identify who would receive Russian weapons, Medvedev said, adding that they could go to anyone who considers the U.S. and its allies their enemies.

    


Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said Thursday the use of Western weapons against Russia "can't be left without consequences, and those consequences will certainly follow."
Putin claimed that using some Western-supplied weapons involves military personnel of those countries controlling the missiles and selecting targets, and therefore he said that Moscow could take "asymmetrical" steps elsewhere in the world.
The U.S. military said that it doesn't control the missiles it provides to Ukraine or the targets, and NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg emphasized the alliance has no plans to deploy forces to Ukraine.
"We are focusing on how we can establish a stronger framework for our support, with an institutionalized framework for the support to Ukraine and how to establish an agreed long-term financial commitment to ensure that we stand by Ukraine for as long as it takes," Stoltenberg said in Finland.

    


An overnight drone attack hit the Novoshakhtinsk refinery in Russia's Rostov region and started a fire, Rostov Gov. Vasily Golubev said. Firefighters had to pull out briefly because of a second attack, he said.
The extent of the damage to the facility wasn't immediately clear. Golubev said that there were no casualties.
In Belgorod, another border region, a drone hit an oil depot overnight, Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov said. It caused an explosion and a fire in one of the oil reservoirs. The blaze was quickly extinguished and there were no casualties, Gladkov said.
It wasn't immediately possible to verify the reports.
Refineries, fuel depots and oil terminals have been targets of increasingly sophisticated Ukrainian drone attacks that have reached deep into Russia. The attacks deny Moscow revenue, and Western sanctions have added to the pressure on Russia's energy sector.
Russia, meanwhile, has been attacking Ukraine's energy infrastructure and causing widespread power outages. The apparent goal is to sap public morale and affect military manufacturing plants.
---
Corbet reported from Omaha Beach, France.
___
Follow AP's coverage of the war in Ukraine at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine
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    [image: FILE - Electronic screens in New York's Times Square announce the Robinhood IPO, July 29, 2021. Robinhood Markets Inc. is buying crytocurrency exchange Bitstamp, Thursday, June 6, 2024, for about $200 million as the company looks to speed up its cryptocurrency expansion globally. (AP Photo/Mark Lennihan, File)]
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                                        Robinhood Markets Inc. is buying crytocurrency exchange Bitstamp for about $200 million in cash as the company looks to speed up its cryptocurrency expansion globally.
Bitstamp, founded in 2011, has offices in Luxembourg, the UK, Slovenia, Singapore, and the US. It has more than 50 active licenses and registrations worldwide and customers across the European Union, United Kingdom, United States and Asia.
Robinhood said Thursday that this will be its first institutional business. 
"Bitstamp's highly trusted and long standing global exchange has shown resilience through market cycles. By seamlessly coupling customer experience with safety across geographies, the Bitstamp team has established one of the strongest reputations across retail and institutional crypto investors," Johann Kerbrat, general manager of Robinhood Crypto, said in a statement. "Through this strategic combination, we are better positioned to expand our footprint outside of the U.S. and welcome institutional customers to Robinhood."

    


The deal is expected to close in the first half of next year.
The news comes a month after Robinhood Markets announced that it had received a notice from the Securities and Exchange Commission about alleged securities violations at its crypto division.


The company said in a regulatory filing that it received investigative subpoenas from the SEC about issues including cryptocurrency listings, custody of cryptocurrencies, and platform operations.
Robinhood Crypto has cooperated with the investigation, the company said.
Shares of Robinhood Markets rose more than 2% before the market open. 
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                                        CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) -- Boeing's space capsule developed more leaks and ran into thruster trouble during its first test flight with astronauts as it closed in on the International Space Station on Thursday.
The Starliner capsule already had one small helium leak when it rocketed into orbit Wednesday. Boeing and NASA managers were confident they could manage the propulsion system despite the problem and that more leaks were unlikely. But just hours into the flight, two more leaks cropped up.
Later four of the 28 capsule's thrusters went down. NASA test pilots Butch Wilmore and Suni Williams managed to restart two of them, but it did not offer enough safety margin for the docking. 
Mission Control ordered the pair to get no closer than 650 feet (200 meters) to the space station, delaying the planned arrival for at least an hour. It was not immediately known whether these thrusters problems were related to the earlier leaks. 

    


"Still analyzing all the data," Mission Control radioed. "Sit tight." Minutes later, controllers said they had enough confidence to press in for the docking on the next go-around.




Earlier in the day, before the thrusters malfunctioned, Boeing spokesman Jim May said the leaks pose no safety issues for the astronauts or the mission.
May said the capsule holds plenty of helium reserves to make up for what's lost. The propulsion system will be disabled once the capsule is docked at the space station since the thrusters will not be needed then, he said. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Helium is used to pressurize the fuel lines of Starliner's thrusters, which are essential for maneuvering. Before liftoff, engineers devised a plan to work around any additional leaks in the system. A faulty rubber seal, no bigger than a shirt button, is believed responsible for the original leak.
After the space shuttles retired, NASA hired Boeing and SpaceX to ferry astronauts to and from the space station. SpaceX's taxi service began in 2020. Boeing was supposed to start around the same time, but was held up for years by safety concerns and other troubles. 

    


Boeing plans to keep Starliner at the space station for at least eight days before guiding it to a landing in the western U.S. 
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                    SpaceX's mega Starship rocket completed its first full test flight Thursday, returning to Earth without exploding after blasting off from Texas. The previous three flights ended in explosions of the rocket. This time, both splashed down in a controlled fashion.
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[image: A boys wears a space suit as he joins other spectators on a hazy morning to watch SpaceX's mega rocket Starship test flight from Starbase in Boca Chica, Texas, Thursday, June 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)]
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                                        SpaceX's mega Starship rocket completed its first full test flight Thursday, returning to Earth without exploding after blasting off from Texas.
It was the fourth launch of the world's biggest and most powerful rocket, standing nearly 400 feet (121 meters) tall. The three previous flight demos ended in explosions. This time, the rocket and the spacecraft managed to splash down in a controlled fashion, making the hourlong flight the longest and most successful yet.
"Despite loss of many tiles and a damaged flap, Starship made it all the way to a soft landing in the ocean!" SpaceX CEO Elon Musk said via X.
Starship was empty as it soared above the Gulf of Mexico and headed east on a flight to the Indian Ocean. Within minutes, the first-stage booster separated from the spacecraft and splashed into the gulf precisely as planned, after firing its engines.

    


The spacecraft reached an altitude of nearly 130 miles (211 kilometers), traveling at more 16,000 mph (26,000 kph), before beginning its descent. Live views showed parts of the spacecraft breaking away during the intense heat of reentry, but a cracked camera lens obscured the images.




The spacecraft remained intact enough to transmit data all the way to its targeted splashdown site in the Indian Ocean. 
It was a critical milestone in the company's plan to eventually reuse the rocket that NASA and Musk are counting on to get humanity to the moon and then Mars.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"What a show it has been," SpaceX launch commentator Kate Tice said from Mission Control at company headquarters in California.
SpaceX came close to avoiding explosions in March, but lost contact with the spacecraft as it careened out of space and blew up short of its goal. The booster also ruptured in flight, a quarter-mile above the gulf.
Last year's two test flights ended in explosions shortly after blasting off from the southern tip of Texas near the Mexican border. The first one cratered the pad at Boca Chica Beach and hurled debris for thousands of feet (meters).

    


SpaceX upgraded the software and made some rocket-flyback changes to improve the odds. The Federal Aviation Administration signed off Tuesday on this fourth demo, saying all safety requirements had been met.
Starship is designed to be fully reusable. That's why SpaceX wants to control the booster's entry into the gulf and the spacecraft's descent into the Indian Ocean -- it's intended as practice for planned future landings. Nothing is being recovered from Thursday's flight.
NASA has ordered a pair of Starships for two moon-landing missions by astronauts, on tap for later this decade. Each moon crew will rely on NASA's own rocket and capsule to leave Earth, but meet up with Starship in lunar orbit for the ride down to the surface.
SpaceX already is selling tourist trips around the moon. The first private lunar customer, a Japanese tycoon, pulled out of the trip with his entourage last week, citing the oft-delayed schedule. 
SpaceX's founder and CEO has grander plans: Musk envisions fleets of Starships launching people and the infrastructure necessary to build a city on Mars.
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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[image: FILE - Pre-loaded syringes of the COVID-19 vaccine are ready for use, Jan. 25, 2022, in New Orleans. COVID-19 vaccines get updated each fall to match newer strains of the virus and government advisers on Wednesday, June 5, 2024, are urging that Americans' next shot target a strain called JN.1. (AP Photo/Ted Jackson, File)]
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    [image: FILE - Jackson-Hinds Comprehensive Health Center nurse Maggie Bass, right, gives a COVID-19 vaccine to an unidentified person, Sept. 21, 2021, in Jackson, Miss. COVID-19 vaccines get updated each fall to match newer strains of the virus and government advisers on Wednesday, June 5, 2024, are urging that Americans' next shot target a strain called JN.1. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis, File)]
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[image: FILE - Pre-loaded syringes of the COVID-19 vaccine are ready for use, Jan. 25, 2022, in New Orleans. COVID-19 vaccines get updated each fall to match newer strains of the virus and government advisers on Wednesday, June 5, 2024, are urging that Americans' next shot target a strain called JN.1. (AP Photo/Ted Jackson, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Government advisers Wednesday said it's time to update the recipe for the COVID-19 vaccines Americans will receive in the fall -- targeting a version of the ever-evolving coronavirus called JN.1.
While COVID-19 cases currently are low, more surges are inevitable and manufacturers need time to brew shots for fall. Moderna, Pfizer and Novavax all have tested doses updated to match the JN.1 variant that became dominant last winter.
But just a few months later, numerous offshoots of JN.1 already are on the rise, prompting Moderna and Pfizer to also test a slightly different vaccine formula targeting what's now the most common U.S. subtype, called KP.2.
That made for a tough choice as the Food and Drug Administration decides the final recipe. FDA's advisers voted Wednesday that the next vaccine should come from the JN.1 "lineage" or family. Then FDA vaccine chief Dr. Peter Marks challenged them to be more specific about exactly which variant to target, wondering if KP.2 was a better option.

    


"If this evolves further in the fall, will we regret not having been a little bit closer?" Marks said, likening the choice to how he always picks the "freshest" milk with the longest expiration date in the grocery store.




But KP.2 isn't likely to still be the biggest threat by fall, the panel responded. Having to make the choice now, they preferred the parent JN.1 variant itself rather than trying to predict which of its descendants was most likely to increase in the coming months.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Having a vaccine that's the trunk of the tree rather than the branches makes sense to me," because it would offer some cross-protection to other subvariants that emerge, said one adviser, Dr. Melinda Wharton of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
Health officials have told Americans to expect a yearly update to COVID-19 vaccines, just like they get a new flu shot each fall designed to match as best as possible the currently spreading strains. Even though just about everyone has either been infected or had at least one round of COVID-19 vaccinations, the coronavirus keeps churning out new varieties that can dodge prior immunity -- and protection also wanes over time.

    


Last fall's COVID-19 vaccine targeted a completely different section of the coronavirus family tree, and CDC data shows only about 22.5% of adults and 14% of children received it. But even though public concern about COVID-19 has waned, it remains deadlier than the flu, according to a recent analysis of Veterans Affairs hospitalizations this past winter.
Moderna, Pfizer and Novavax all said they could have supplies of JN.1-specific shots ready by fall, although they didn't provide amounts. Like it has in previous years, the CDC will make recommendations on who should receive updated shots and when.
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                    Workers continued to install pipes to replace a ruptured water main in Atlanta on Tuesday, Day 5 of persistent water problems in parts of the city. Mayor Andre Dickens says Atlanta is "making progress" in repairing the flow in the city's Midtown area. (June 4) (AP Video: Sharon Johnson)
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    [image: Atlanta Mayor Andre Dickens speaks during a news conference, Monday, June 3, 2024, in Atlanta. A water outage shut down businesses and left faucets dry at many homes in the area. City officials say water was shut down as part of a successful effort to stanch the flow from a broken water main. It had been gushing a river into the streets since Friday night. (John Spink/Atlanta Journal-Constitution via AP)]
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[image: Atlanta Mayor Andre Dickens listens as crews continue to work on a broken main on West Peachtree Street in Midtown, with nearby residents warned of impacts to their water service as the crisis reached its fourth day Monday, June 3, 2024. Water had been gushing out of the broken main until Monday morning, when workers were seen pumping out water. (John Spink/Atlanta Journal-Constitution via AP)]
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[image: Water gushes out of a broken water transmission line in downtown Atlanta, Saturday, June 1, 2024. Much of Atlanta, including all of downtown, has been without water since Friday afternoon after crews began work to repair breaks on transmission lines in the downtown area. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)]
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[image: Workers try to fix a leaking water main junction on Monday, June 3, 2024, in Atlanta. Water pressure is returning to downtown Atlanta and nearby neighborhoods, after a water outage that began Friday. (AP Photo/Jeff Amy)]
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[image: Water trickles out of a hose attached to a device that shuts off flow to a water main on Monday, June 3, 2024, in Atlanta. The device was one of several used to shut off flow to a leak that had gushed for more than two days in Atlanta's Midtown neighborhood. (AP Photo/Jeff Amy)]
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- Atlanta's mayor on Wednesday pledged support of a plan to spend $5 million to reimbursing businesses for losses during water outages in the city since Friday, as he promised an assessment of the city's infrastructure and to deploy monitors to detect leaking pipes.
Mayor Andre Dickens made the announcements a day after workers finished repairs on a ruptured water main. Officials said they had restored water flow and normal pressure to customers after troubles began Friday. Downtown Atlanta and nearby neighborhoods will remain under an order to boil water before drinking until sampling shows the water is safe, a period likely to last until Thursday.
"We know this disruption wasn't easy for you and we appreciate your patience and your understanding throughout this journey that we've been on," Dickens said. "We are happy to be on the other side of it."

    


Atlanta's water outages are the latest failures as cities across the country shore up faltering infrastructure. A 2022 crisis in Jackson, Mississippi, which has a long-troubled water system, left many residents without safe running water for weeks. Other cities including Flint, Michigan, have also struggled to supply residents with safe drinking water.




The first-term Democratic mayor has been under fire for Atlanta's response to the leaks, especially because Dickens left town after the first major leak began to travel to Memphis, Tennessee, where he held a fundraiser for his 2025 reelection campaign and met with that city's leaders to discuss crime and other issues. Dickens' administration said it wasn't clear that the first leak west of downtown would create a major disruption when he proceeded with the trip. A second major leak in the city's Midtown neighborhood began later Friday. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The first leak was fixed on Saturday, but the second leak kept gushing into city streets until Monday.

    


The city will begin installing devices at valves that can electronically detect and report leaks, Department of Watershed Management Commissioner Al Wiggins Jr. said. He said the pilot program was already planned before the leaks. Wiggins also said city will step up inspections and seek to repair some other valves that aren't working correctly.
Dickens said that would be part of a broader effort to examine the city's water system, including assistance from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and a panel he announced to be headed by former Mayor Shirley Franklin and Metro Atlanta Chamber CEO Katie Kirkpatrick. He said he would also consider reordering the city's capital improvement plans to prioritize water system upgrades. 
The mayor said he would seek more federal funding, but warned the work could be very costly.
"I want us to be the example of solving it -- all of it. And that's going to be a number that's in the B -- billions. It's not going to be a small number," Dickens said. "But I think that that will give our residents more confidence."
Atlanta voters have supported improvements. Last month, they approved continuing a 1-cent sales tax to pay for water and sewer improvements. 
Atlanta once dumped untreated sewage into creeks and the Chattahoochee River until ordered to stop by a federal court. It has since spent billions to upgrade its aging sewer and water systems, even drilling a tunnel through 5 miles (8 kilometers) of rock to store more than 30 days of water.
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    [image: FILE - Debris from a Norfolk Southern freight train lies scattered and burning along the tracks, Feb. 4, 2023, the day after it derailed in East Palestine, Ohio. The Internal Revenue Service decided Wednesday, June 5, 2024, that most people who received money from Norfolk Southern in the wake of the train derailment won't have to pay taxes on millions of dollars in aid payments. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar, File)]
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[image: FILE - A sign reads "Keep Out Testing & Cleaning in Progress" near the Sulphur Run Creek as it flows under homes in East Palestine, Ohio, on Jan. 30, 2024. The Internal Revenue Service decided Wednesday, June 5, 2024, that most people who received money from Norfolk Southern in the wake of the train derailment won't have to pay taxes on millions of dollars in aid payments. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster, File)]
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[image: FILE - A black plume rises over East Palestine, Ohio, as a result of the controlled detonation of a portion of the derailed Norfolk Southern trains, Feb. 6, 2023. The Internal Revenue Service decided Wednesday, June 5, 2024, that most people who received money from Norfolk Southern in the wake of the train derailment won't have to pay taxes on millions of dollars in aid payments. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar, File)]
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                                        Most people who received money from Norfolk Southern in the wake of last year's fiery train derailment in eastern Ohio won't have to pay taxes on millions of dollars in aid payments after all.
The Internal Revenue Service said Wednesday that most of the payments people who live near East Palestine, Ohio, received to help them pay for temporary housing or replace their belongings aren't taxable because the Feb. 3, 2023, derailment that forced thousands of people to evacuate their homes qualified as "an event of a catastrophic nature."
The railroad estimates that it has paid more than $21 million to residents after the derailment as part of more than $107 million in assistance it has offered to the communities affected by the catastrophic train crash.
The fact that residents were told they had to pay taxes on the money from the railroad was a sore spot for the people who are still struggling to recover from the derailment.

    


"I don't know why they didn't do that from the very beginning," East Palestine resident Misti Allison said. "The IRS ruling is a positive step in the right direction, but it's menial in the big picture. I do hope that President Biden holds true to his promise that what Norfolk Southern 'cannot make whole' that 'the government will make whole.'"




Residents are weighing whether to accept a share of a $600 million class action settlement Norfolk Southern agreed to or opt out of that deal so they can file their own individual lawsuits. Later this month, they'll be able to hear the result of the National Transportation Safety Board's investigation into the derailment at a hearing in East Palestine. Previously, the safety board said the crash was likely caused by an overheating bearing on one of the railcars that wasn't caught soon enough by trackside sensors to prevent the derailment.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

U.S. Sen. Sherrod Brown of Ohio said it shouldn't have taken the IRS this long to realize the derailment was a disaster.

    


"This is a long overdue step -- the people of East Palestine should never have had to pay taxes on assistance they needed in the wake of the train derailment," Brown said.
Norfolk Southern also praised the IRS decision.
"We're proud of the investments we've made in East Palestine and commend the IRS for taking action to relieve residents of an additional federal tax burden," the railroad said in a statement.
The IRS said some payments would be taxable if they were for lost income or payments to businesses or payments the railroad made to get access to land during the ongoing cleanup.
Residents who filed their taxes already before the normal April 15 deadline will have to amend their returns and request a refund for the taxes they paid on payments from the railroad.
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UN chief wants a tax on profits of fossil fuel companies, calling them 'godfathers of climate chaos'

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    U.N. Secretary General Antonio Guterres called Wednesday for a "windfall" tax on profits of fossil fuel companies to help pay for the fight against global warming, decrying them as the "godfathers of climate chaos."
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[image: FILE - A woman is silhouetted against the setting sun as triple-digit heat indexes continue in the Midwest, Aug. 20, 2023, in Kansas City, Mo. The rate Earth is warming hit an all-time high in 2023 with 92% of last year's surprising record-shattering heat caused by humans, top scientists calculated. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel, File)]
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                                        GENEVA (AP) -- U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres called Wednesday for a "windfall" tax on profits of fossil fuel companies to help pay for the fight against global warming, calling them the "godfathers of climate chaos."
Guterres spoke in a bid to revive the world's focus on climate change at a time when elections, inflation and conflict in places like Ukraine, Gaza and Sudan have seized the spotlight.
In a speech timed for World Environment Day, the U.N. chief drew on new data and projections to make a case against Big Oil. The European Union's Copernicus service, a global reference for tracking world temperatures, said that last month was the hottest May ever, marking the 12th straight monthly record high.
The service cited an average surface air temperature of 15.9 degrees Celsius (60.6 degrees Fahrenheit) last month -- 1.52 degrees Celsius higher than the estimated May average before industrial times.

    


The burning of fossil fuels -- oil, gas and coal -- is the main contributor to global warming caused by human activity.
The World Meteorological Organization said the global mean near-surface temperature for each year from 2024 to 2028 is expected to range between 1.1 and 1.9 degrees Celsius hotter than at the start of the industrial era. The landmark Paris climate accord of 2015 set a target of keeping the rise below 1.5 degrees Celsius (2.7 degrees Fahrenheit).




"Beyond the predictions and statistics is the stark reality that we risk trillions of dollars in economic losses, millions of lives upended and destruction of fragile and precious ecosystems and the biodiversity that exists there," Ko Barrett, the WMO's deputy secretary-general, told a news conference in Geneva.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"What is clear is that the Paris agreement target of 1.5 degrees Celsius is hanging on a thread. It's not yet dead, but it's hanging by a thread," she added.

    


"This forecast is affirmation that the world has entered a climate where years that are as hot as 2023 should no longer be a surprise," Noah Diffenbaugh, a professor at Stanford's Doerr School of Sustainability, said in an email.
A study released Tuesday by 57 scientists said that as the world keeps burning fossil fuels, Earth is likely to reach the 1.5 degrees Celsius limit in four-and-a-half years.
U.N. experts and academics have repeatedly highlighted how rising temperatures can upend climate patterns and cause drought, flooding and forest fires. That can lead to climate migration, higher costs for farm products or insurance and greater public health risks linked to high heat or water scarcity.
"While some individuals may escape direct consequences, we will all be affected," said Waleed Abdalati, who heads an environmental sciences institute at the University of Colorado Boulder.
Guterres appealed to media and technology companies to stop taking advertising from the fossil fuel industry's biggest players, as has been done in some places with Big Tobacco.
He also repeated concerns about subsidies paid in many countries for fossil fuels, which help keep prices low for consumers.

    


"Climate change is the mother of all stealth taxes paid by everyday people and vulnerable countries and communities," he said. "Meanwhile, the godfathers of climate chaos -- the fossil fuel industry -- rake in record profits and feast off trillions in taxpayer-funded subsidies."
Guterres said global emissions of carbon dioxide must fall 9% each year to 2030 for the 1.5-degree Celsius target under the Paris climate accords to be kept alive.
"We need an exit ramp off the highway to climate hell," Guterres said, while adding: "The truth is, we have control of the wheel."
He called on the Group of 20 countries -- which are holding a summit in Brazil next month and are responsible for about 80% of all carbon dioxide emissions -- to lead. The richest 1% of people on Earth emit as much as two-thirds of all humanity, he said.
"We cannot accept a future where the rich are protected in air-conditioned bubbles, while the rest of humanity is lashed by lethal weather in unlivable lands," Guterres said.

    


He appealed to "global finance," alluding to banks and international financial institutions, to help contribute, saying "innovative sources of funds" are needed.
"It's time to put an effective price on carbon and tax the windfall profits of fossil fuel companies," Guterres said.
But all countries must join the fight, he said, including the developing world, such as by ending deforestation and meeting targets to double energy efficiency and triple the use of renewable energy by 2030.
For the first time, a promise of $100 billion a year in climate finance agreed in 2009 was fulfilled, according to the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development. Still, experts say that's well below what's needed to fill the finance gap, with estimates of the annual cost of the global energy transition in the trillions.

    


Some experts said Guterres' alarmist rhetoric, including a reference to "playing Russian roulette" with the planet, could turn off some people.
"A phrase like this that conjures images of holding a gun to our head risks shifting the conversation away from the science and solutions and more toward the emotion," Abdalati said, adding that "phrases like this serve as fodder for critics, who will claim this is hyperbole."
U.N. officials acknowledge that the secretary-general has little power beyond the "bully pulpit" -- his perch at the head of the world body -- to encourage change.
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                                        Benchmark U.S. crude oil for July delivery rose 82 cents to $74.07 per barrel Wednesday. Brent crude for August delivery rose 89 cents to $78.41 per barrel.
Wholesale gasoline for July delivery was unchanged at $2.35 a gallon. July heating oil rose 1 cent to $2.30 a gallon. July natural gas rose 17 cents to $2.76 per 1,000 cubic feet.
Gold for August delivery rose $28.10 to $2,375.50 per ounce. Silver for July delivery rose 45 cents to $30.07 per ounce, and July copper rose 7 cents to $4.61 per pound.
The dollar rose to 156.12 yen from 154.71 Japanese yen. The euro fell to $1.0875 from $1.0881.
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    [image: Detroit Riverfront Conservancy CFO William Smith addresses a large crowd before a ribbon cutting ceremony marking the official opening of the Uniroyal Promenade along the Detroit Riverwalk on Saturday, Oct. 21, 2023 in Detroit. Authorities have charged Smith, with embezzling millions of dollars from a group that has turned Detroit's riverfront into a popular attraction. William Smith was chief financial officer at the Detroit Riverfront Conservancy until he was recently fired. Federal prosecutors say he used the group's money for travel, hotels, limousines, household goods, clothing and jewelry. (Katy Kildee/Detroit News via AP)]
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[image: FILE- This June 24, 2014 file photo shows walkers and joggers along the Detroit RiverWalk in Detroit. A man who for years controlled the finances at a group that has turned Detroit's riverfront into a popular attraction was charged Wednesday, June 5, 2024, with embezzling tens of millions of dollars. William Smith routinely used money from the Detroit Riverfront Conservancy to pay credit card bills for travel, hotels, limousines, household goods, clothing and jewelry, according to a criminal complaint unsealed in federal court. Smith, who was chief financial officer from 2011 until he was fired in May, was charged with bank and wire fraud. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio_File)]
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                                        DETROIT (AP) -- A man who for years controlled the finances at a group that has turned Detroit's riverfront into a popular attraction was charged Wednesday with embezzling tens of millions of dollars.
William Smith routinely used money from the Detroit Riverfront Conservancy to pay credit card bills for travel, hotels, limousines, household goods, clothing and jewelry, according to a criminal complaint unsealed in federal court.
The fraud is "simply astonishing in scale," said U.S. Attorney Dawn Ison, who pegged the theft at $40 million.
Smith, who was chief financial officer from 2011 until he was fired in May, was charged with bank and wire fraud. He was led into court in handcuffs and subsequently released on bond.
Defense attorney Gerald Evelyn did not return a phone message seeking comment.
Smith has not spoken publicly since the scandal broke on May 14 when the Riverfront Conservancy said he was being placed on leave. He was fired Friday.

    


The mission of the Riverfront Conservancy is to transform miles of shore along the Detroit River into a place for recreation with plazas, pavilions and green space.




Philanthropists and foundations have poured millions into ongoing projects, including the Ralph C. Wilson Jr. Foundation. Wilson, who died in 2014, lived in suburban Detroit and was the owner of the NFL's Buffalo Bills.
The 44-member Riverfront Conservancy board of directors is stocked with major business leaders and public officials, who have been stunned by the allegations.
"We each feel a sense of responsibility to overcome this horrific act," the board said last week.
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    [image: Gov. J.B. Pritzker, surrounded by lawmakers, signs the 2025 budget in Chicago on Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (Antonio Perez/Chicago Tribune via AP)]
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[image: Gov. J.B. Pritzker, left, shakes hands with House Speaker Emanuel "Chris" Welch before signing the 2025 budget in Chicago on Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (Antonio Perez/Chicago Tribune via AP)]
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                                        SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (AP) -- Gov. J.B. Pritzker on Wednesday signed a state spending plan for the coming year, bragging about a sixth consecutive balanced budget "while putting money back in the pockets of everyday Illinoisans."
The Democrat's imprimatur formalized a $53.1 billion fiscal outline, which he pointed out is 1.6% more than what the state will spend this year, but which is $12.8 billion, or 32% higher than his first budget in 2019. It's $400 million more than Pritzker proposed in February.
The latest plan requires new revenue, and there are $725 million in tax increases in sports betting, video gambling and a continued limit on business operating losses to fill the gap for the fiscal year that begins July 1. 
Pritzker continues to remind taxpayers that he took over from a governor and Legislature that could not agree on a spending plan for two years. His budgets since have reduced tens of millions of dollars in debt, kept woefully underfunded pension contributions on track and built a $2.3 billion balance in the so-called rainy day fund that is a hedge against economic downturn. 

    


"We are on a trajectory of sustainable long-term growth, and this balanced budget boosts us further in the right direction," Pritzker said at a Chicago news conference. "We achieved all this while putting money back in the pockets of everyday Illinoisans."




The budget eliminates the 1% sales tax on groceries and creates a first-ever child tax credit, as much as $300 for households with children under 12. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The spending plan includes a $350 million boost for K-12 education -- the baseline set in a 2017 education funding reform law -- plus $100 million for other school programs, a pilot program to address the teacher shortage and initial funding for a new Department of Early Childhood. 
Higher education gets a 2% increase, or about $31 million and needs-based Monetary Award Program grants for college-bound students increase by $10 million. 

    


There's $290 million to fight homelessness, including $75 million for rental assistance.
"You're going to continue to see we are investing not just for today, not just ensuring that we have balanced budgets, ensuring that we are keeping the trains on time and keeping the lights on. But we're making investments for the future," said House Speaker Pro Tempore Jehan Gordon-Booth, a Peoria Democrat who negotiated the budget. 
The General Assembly had trouble coming up with the revenue. Despite holding a supermajority, the House pulled an all-nighter, failing on two votes to adopt the revenue package and then suspending their own rules to make a third attempt which won a majority as dawn was breaking on May 30. 
It raises $526 million by extending a cap on tax-deductible business losses at $500,000. There's also a cap of $1,000 per month on the amount retail stores may keep for their expenses in holding back state sale taxes. That would bring in about $101 million.
And there would be $235 million more from increased sports wagering taxes and on video gambling. Pritzker wanted the tax, paid by casino sportsbooks, to jump from 15% to 35%, but it was ultimately set on a sliding scale from 20% to 40%.

    


Pritzker bristled at a suggestion that Illinois' tax structure is outsized and its budget, bloated. 
"We do not have the highest state taxes. We spend on a per capita basis about 20th among the 50 states, so our spending is not out of line," Pritzker said. "And we do an excellent job of making sure that we're addressing the challenges that are facing everyday Illinoisans."
The law also grants Pritzker's desire to provide $182 million to fund services for tens of thousands of migrants seeking asylum in the U.S., largely bused to Chicago from Texas, where they cross the border. And it provides $440 million for health care for noncitizens.
That drew the ire of the Senate's Republican Leader, John Curran of Downers Grove, who said in a statement that "it is grossly unfair for Gov. Pritzker to raise taxes on Illinois families and businesses to pay for the migrant crisis he created."

    


Pritzker has repeatedly said a federal solution on immigration reform is necessary to solve the border crisis, but failed attempts at compromise in Congress have Democrats and Republicans pointing fingers at one another. 
Another Pritzker victory came in eliminating the 1% tax on groceries. But because the tax directly benefits local communities, the budget plan would allow any municipality to create its own grocery tax of up to 1% without state oversight.
And those with home-rule authority -- generally, any city or county with a population exceeding 25,000 -- would be authorized to implement a sales tax up to 1% without submitting the question to voters for approval.
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    [image: FILE - Virginia Republican gubernatorial candidate Glenn Youngkin talks with supporters during a rally in Culpeper, Va., Oct. 13, 2021. Gov. Youngkin announced Wednesday, June 5, 2024 that Virginia will abandon California's stringent vehicle emissions rules aimed at reducing carbon pollution at the end of the year when that state's current regulations expire, citing an attorney general opinion. (AP Photo/Steve Helber, File)]
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                                        RICHMOND, Va. (AP) -- Gov. Glenn Youngkin announced Wednesday that Virginia will abandon California's stringent vehicle emissions rules aimed at reducing carbon pollution at the end of the year when that state's current regulations expire, citing an attorney general opinion.
In response to a request from Youngkin and Senate Republican Leader Ryan McDougle, Attorney General Jason Miyares' opinion issued Tuesday states that Virginia isn't required to comply with new mandates adopted by the California Air Resources Board set to take effect on Jan. 1.
Youngkin, a Republican, said in a statement that Virginians deserve to choose which vehicles fit their needs and called the idea that government should tell people what kind of car they can buy "fundamentally wrong."
"Once again, Virginia is declaring independence -- this time from a misguided electric vehicle mandate imposed by unelected leaders nearly 3,000 miles away from the Commonwealth," Youngkin said. 

    


The move was quickly condemned by Democrats and environmental groups.
"He seems to think he has more power than Vladimir Putin," Senate Majority Leader Scott Surovell said via text message. "The governor is breaking the law and the AG is giving him cover."




The Southern Environmental Law Center called the decision "illegal, shortsighted, and bad public policy."
"The Clean Cars standards will help spur the transition to cleaner vehicles and bring significant health and environmental benefits to all Virginians. That is why the General Assembly adopted them," Trip Pollard, a senior attorney with the center, said in a statement.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The Governor tried to get the legislature to repeal the law and failed; he cannot just dictate a different outcome," Pollard said.
Miyares said in a statement that the opinion from his office confirms that Virginians are no longer required to follow California's standards, 

    


"EV mandates like California's are unworkable and out of touch with reality, and thankfully the law does not bind us to their regulations," he said. "California does not control which cars Virginians buy and any thoughts that automobile manufacturers should face millions of dollars in civil penalties rather than allowing our citizens to choose their own vehicles is completely absurd." 
In a memo to the Department of Environmental Quality, the State Air Pollution Control Board and stakeholders, Natural and Historic Resources Secretary Travis A. Voyles said Wednesday that Virginia will default to federal standards at the end of the year. He said Miyares' opinion confirms that state law doesn't require the State Air Pollution Control Board to adopt California's new standards and the board has not acted under its discretionary authority to do so. 
Virginia's "clean cars" law was initially adopted in 2021, when the state government was under full Democratic control. It required that starting in 2024 a certain percentage of new passenger vehicles sold by manufacturers be electric or hybrid electric. Last year, Virginia Senate Democrats defeated several Republican efforts to repeal the law.

    


The mechanism for reaching the mandated vehicle sales threshold involved adopting California's vehicle emissions standards. California has had the authority to set its own rules for decades under a waiver from the federal Clean Air Act. 
The program applies to manufacturers, not car dealers. Manufacturers who aren't in compliance can buy credits from others who have surpassed the target.
___
Brumfield contributed to this report from Silver Spring, Maryland.
___
This story has been corrected to show that Attorney General Jason Miyares' opinion was issued Tuesday.
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    [image: NASA astronauts Suni Williams, left, and Butch Wilmore pose for a photo after leaving the operations and checkout building for a trip to launch pad at Space Launch Complex 41 Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in Cape Canaveral, Fla. The two astronauts are scheduled to liftoff later today on the Boeing Starliner capsule for a trip to the international space station. (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara)]
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[image: Boeing's Starliner capsule, atop an Atlas V rocket, sits on the launch pad at Space Launch Complex 41 Friday, May 31, 2024, in Cape Canaveral, Fla. NASA astronauts Butch Wilmore and Suni Williams will launch aboard the rocket to the International Space Station, scheduled for liftoff on June 1. (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 5 | Boeing's Starliner capsule, atop an Atlas V rocket, sits on the launch pad at Space Launch Complex 41 Friday, May 31, 2024, in Cape Canaveral, Fla. NASA astronauts Butch Wilmore and Suni Williams will launch aboard the rocket to the International Space Station, scheduled for liftoff on June 1. (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Boeing's Starliner capsule, atop an Atlas V rocket, sits on the launch pad at Space Launch Complex 41 Friday, May 31, 2024, in Cape Canaveral, Fla. NASA astronauts Butch Wilmore and Suni Williams will launch aboard the rocket to the International Space Station, scheduled for liftoff on June 1. (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 5 | Boeing's Starliner capsule, atop an Atlas V rocket, sits on the launch pad at Space Launch Complex 41 Friday, May 31, 2024, in Cape Canaveral, Fla. NASA astronauts Butch Wilmore and Suni Williams will launch aboard the rocket to the International Space Station, scheduled for liftoff on June 1. (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Boeing's Starliner capsule, atop an Atlas V rocket, lifts off from launch pad at Space Launch Complex 41 Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in Cape Canaveral, Fla. NASA astronauts Butch Wilmore and Suni Williams are headed to the International Space Station. (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara)]
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                                        CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) -- After years of stumbles and delays, Boeing has finally launched astronauts to the International Space Station for NASA.
It's the first flight of Boeing's Starliner capsule with a crew on board, a pair of NASA pilots who will check out the spacecraft during the test drive and a weeklong stay at the space station.
NASA turned to U.S. companies for astronaut rides after the space shuttles were retired. Elon Musk's SpaceX has made nine taxi trips for NASA since 2020, while Boeing has managed only a pair of empty test flights.
Provided this tryout goes well, NASA will alternate between Boeing and SpaceX to get astronauts to and from the space station.
A look at the newest ride and its shakedown cruise:
THE CAPSULE
White with black and blue trim, Boeing's Starliner capsule is about 10 feet (3 meters) tall and 15 feet (4.5 meters) in diameter. It can fit up to seven people, though NASA crews typically will number four. The company settled on the name Starliner nearly a decade ago, a twist on the name of Boeing's early Stratoliner and the current Dreamliner planes.

    


No one was aboard Boeing's two previous Starliner test flights. The first, in 2019, was hit with software trouble so severe that its empty capsule couldn't reach the station until the second try in 2022. Then last summer, weak parachutes and flammable tape cropped up that needed to be fixed or removed. Wednesday's launch was the third try with astronauts; two earlier countdowns were scuttled by rocket-related issues.




THE CREW
Veteran NASA astronauts Butch Wilmore and Suni Williams are retired Navy captains who spent months aboard the space station years ago. They joined the test flight after the original crew bowed out as the delays piled up. Wilmore, 61, is a former combat pilot from Mount Juliet, Tennessee, and Williams, 58, is a helicopter pilot from Needham, Massachusetts. 
THE TEST FLIGHT

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Starliner blasted off on United Launch Alliance's Atlas V rocket from Cape Canaveral Space Force Station. It's the first time astronauts have ridden an Atlas since NASA's Project Mercury, starting with John Glenn when he became the first American to orbit the Earth in 1962. Now 62 years later, Wednesday's launch was the 100th for the top-of-the-line Atlas V, which is used to hoist satellites as well as spacecraft. ULA is a joint venture of Boeing and Lockheed Martin. 

    


Starliner should reach the space station with its seven residents on Thursday. Starliner will remain docked for just over a week, undergoing checkouts before landing in the American West.
STARLINER VS. DRAGON
Both Boeing and SpaceX's capsules are designed to be autonomous and reusable. This Starliner is the same one that made the first test flight in 2019. Unlike the SpaceX Dragons, Starliner has traditional hand controls and switches alongside touchscreens and, according to the astronauts, is more like NASA's Orion capsules for moon missions. Plans called for Wilmore and Williams to briefly take manual control to test out the systems on their way to the space station. 
NASA gave Boeing, a longtime space contractor, more than $4 billion to develop the capsule, while SpaceX got $2.6 billion. SpaceX already was delivering supplies to the space station, and merely refashioned its cargo capsule for crew. While SpaceX uses the boss' Teslas to get astronauts to the launch pad, Boeing has a more traditional "astrovan."

    


One big difference at flight's end: Starliner lands on the ground with cushioning airbags, while Dragon splashes into the sea.
THE FUTURE
Boeing is committed to six Starliner trips for NASA after this one, which will take the company to the station's planned end in 2030. Boeing has said a fifth seat will be available to private clients. SpaceX periodically sells seats to tycoons and even countries eager to get their citizens to the station for a couple weeks, but these rides are separate from NASA's dedicated six-month missions.
Coming soon: Sierra Space's mini shuttle, Dream Chaser, which will attempt to deliver cargo to the station later this year, before accepting passengers. It is due to launch on ULA's new Vulcan rocket, the eventual successor to the Atlas V.
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    [image: FILE - A Dollar Tree store logo is shown on Wednesday, May 11, 2022, in Jackson, Miss. Discount retailer Dollar Tree says it's looking at strategic options for the Family Dollar stores that it owns, including a possible sale of the segment. Dollar Tree said Wednesday that alternatives also include a spin off or other disposition of the business. Dollar Tree acquired Family Dollar nearly a decade ago for more than $8 billion after a bidding war with rival Dollar General. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis, File)]
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                                        Discount retailer Dollar Tree says it's looking at strategic options for the Family Dollar stores that it owns, including a possible sale of the segment.
Dollar Tree said Wednesday that alternatives also include a spinoff or other disposition of the business.
Dollar Tree acquired Family Dollar nearly a decade ago for more than $8 billion after a bidding war with rival Dollar General.
But the company has had difficulty incorporating Family Dollar into its business and recently announced that it would close nearly 1,000 stores, with most of them being Family Dollar locations.
Last year Dollar Tree launched a comprehensive review of Family Dollar, which included the planned closure of about 970 underperforming Family Dollar locations.
 Dollar Tree said that it doesn't have a set deadline or timetable for completing its review of strategic alternatives. 

    


The Family Dollar announcement comes about a week after Dollar Tree said that it would re-open nearly 200 shuttered 99 Cents Only stores from Texas to California as Dollar Tree locations after the leases were secured out of bankruptcy proceedings. 




The transfer of designation rights for 170 locations in Texas, Arizona, Nevada and California, along with some of the furniture, equipment and fixtures inside, was approved by the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Delaware.
Dollar Tree also announced its fiscal first-quarter financial results on Wednesday, reporting an adjusted profit of $1.43 per share on revenue of $7.63 billion. The performance met the expectations of analysts surveyed by Zacks Investment Research.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

For the second quarter, Dollar Tree anticipates earnings in a range of $1 to $1.10 per share with revenue of $7.3 billion to $7.6 billion. Analysts polled by FactSet predict earnings of $1.19 per share on revenue of $7.59 billion. 
Dollar Tree expects full-year earnings between $6.50 and $7 per share on revenue in a range of $31 billion to $32 billion. Wall Street is looking for earnings of $6.89 per share on revenue of $31.36 billion.
Dollar Tree, which has stores under the brands Family Dollar, and Dollar Tree Canada and its namesake, was operating 16,397 stores across 48 states and five Canadian provinces as of May 4.
Shares of Dollar Tree Inc., based in Chesapeake, Virginia, fell about 5% in afternoon trading.
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    [image: FILE - Riverside Cemetery is seen in front of an oil refinery in Commerce City, Colo., July 25, 2023. Environmental groups took the first step toward legal action Wednesday, June 5, 2024, against a company that owns an oil refinery just north of Denver, alleging that the plant has exceeded pollution standards and limits over 1,000 times between 2019 and 2023 and state regulators haven't done enough to hold the company accountable. (AP Photo/Thomas Peipert, File)]
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[image: FILE - Trees dot the working class neighborhood of Globeville in Denver, July 24, 2023. Environmental groups took the first step toward legal action Wednesday, June 5, 2024, against a company that owns an oil refinery just north of Denver, alleging that the plant has exceeded pollution standards and limits over 1,000 times between 2019 and 2023 and state regulators haven't done enough to hold the company accountable. (AP Photo/Brittany Peterson, File)]
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                                        DENVER (AP) -- Environmental groups took the first step to sue the owner of an oil refinery near Denver for years of pollution violations, saying Wednesday that state regulators haven't done enough to hold the owner accountable.
The refinery owned by Suncor Energy sits in Commerce City, near a poorer region of metro Denver plagued by high pollution and heat that threatens the health of residents. Earthjustice sent a notice to sue Suncor, a required prerequisite to filing such a lawsuit, and is representing environmental groups including GreenLatinos, 350 Colorado and the Sierra Club, whose members have been impacted by the refinery.
The plant exceeded pollution standards and limits over 1,000 times between 2019 and 2023, the groups said. 
"If someone was given 1,000 speeding tickets, we'd take away their license, but in Suncor's case the law isn't even being upheld in the first place," said Margaret Kran-Annexstein, director of Colorado Sierra Club, in a news release. 

    


Suncor did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
Suncor had to pay $10.5 million in a settlement with the state announced earlier this year for three years of air quality violations. That includes a $2.5 million cash fine. But environmental groups accuse state regulators of failing to meaningfully enforce rules against the company. 


"The health of my friends, family, neighbors and myself should not be sacrificed by allowing Suncor to simply get slaps on the wrist while they ignore permit limits and spew chemicals," said Lucy Molina, who lives near the refinery and is an organizer with 350 Colorado, in the press release.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

On top of health concerns, Molina noted "the stress caused by the lack of enforcement and never knowing if it's safe to let our kids play outside."
The Colorado Department of Public Health & Environment, which has oversight over pollution rules, did not immediately respond to a request for comment. 

    


The violations include exceeding limits or standards on hydrogen sulfide, carbon monoxide and sulfur dioxide. 
___
Bedayn is a corps member for the Associated Press/Report for America Statehouse News Initiative. Report for America is a nonprofit national service program that places journalists in local newsrooms to report on undercovered issues.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/pollution-oil-refinery-denver-suncor-energy-461aa7c15455e5134c5922c3b39e0b57



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    District attorney in Alec Baldwin's case wins New Mexico Democratic primary race | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



District attorney in Alec Baldwin's case wins New Mexico Democratic primary race

    District attorney in Alec Baldwin's case wins New Mexico Democratic primary race

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Cecelia Ammon fills out her ballot on primary election day at the Central Mercado in Southeast Albuquerque, N.M., on Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (Chancey Bush/The Albuquerque Journal via AP)]
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[image: Political campaign supporters greet voters as they turn into a polling location in Santa Fe, N.M., Tuesday, June 4, 2024. New Mexico voters were picking their partisan favorites in the state's primary election to reshape a Democratic-led Legislature, with all 112 seats up for election in November. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee)]
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[image: A voter casts his ballot at a polling location in Bernalillo, N.M., on Tuesday, June 4, 2024. New Mexico voters are picking their partisan favorites in Tuesday's primary to reshape a Democratic-led Legislature, with all 112 seats up for election in November. (AP Photo/Susan Montoya Bryan)]
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[image: FILE - Republican political contender Steve Jones, of Ruidoso, N.M., submits a petition to run for the Republican nomination in hope of challenging Democratic U.S. Rep. Melanie Stansbury, of Albuquerque, Feb. 6, 2024, in Santa Fe, N.M. Republicans Louie Sanchez and Jones are competing to take on incumbent Stansbury in Congressional District 1, an Albuquerque-based district that leans Democrat. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 17 | FILE - Republican political contender Steve Jones, of Ruidoso, N.M., submits a petition to run for the Republican nomination in hope of challenging Democratic U.S. Rep. Melanie Stansbury, of Albuquerque, Feb. 6, 2024, in Santa Fe, N.M. Republicans Louie Sanchez and Jones are competing to take on incumbent Stansbury in Congressional District 1, an Albuquerque-based district that leans Democrat. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Poll workers help voters at an election center at the Holly Plaza Shopping Center in Albuquerque, N.M., on Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (Jon Austria/The Albuquerque Journal via AP)]
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[image: FILE - Sen. Daniel Ivey-Soto, D-Albuquerque, discusses a bill during a Senate Public Affair Committee meeting at the State Capitol in Santa Fe, N.M., Tuesday, Feb. 2, 2016. New Mexico voters are picking their partisan favorites in the state's primary, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, to reshape a Democratic-led Legislature, with all 112 seats up for election in November. (Luis Sanchez Saturno/Santa Fe New Mexican via AP, File)]
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[image: Second Judicial District Attorney Sam Bregman, right, greets his applauding supporters during a celebratory watch party at Hotel Andaluz in Downtown Albuquerque, N.M., Tuesday, June 4, 2024. Bregman, an appointee of the governor, ran successfully for the Democratic nomination, defeating Damon Martinez, who served as U.S. Attorney for New Mexico under President Barack Obama. (Chancey Bush/The Albuquerque Journal via AP)]
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[image: Janet Harman, with Vote Uncommitted New Mexico, holds a sign outside the Daskalos Center, urging Democrats to vote "uncommitted" in the June 4 primary election, in Northeast Albuquerque, N.M., on Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (Chancey Bush/The Albuquerque Journal via AP)]
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[image: FILE - New Mexico state Sen. Shannon Pinto, D-Tohatchi, a member of the Navajo Nation, listens during the opening day of a 30-day legislative session in the House of Representatives in Santa Fe, N.M., Tuesday, Jan. 18, 2022. New Mexico voters are picking their partisan favorites in the state's primary, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, to reshape a Democratic-led Legislature, with all 112 seats up for election in November. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee,File)]
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[image: Political campaign supporters greet voters as they turn into a polling location in Santa Fe, N.M., Tuesday, June 4, 2024. New Mexico voters were picking their partisan favorites in the state's primary election to reshape a Democratic-led Legislature, with all 112 seats up for election in November. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee)]
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[image: Voters check in with poll workers at a voting location in Bernalillo, N.M., on Tuesday, June 4, 2024. New Mexico voters are picking their partisan favorites in Tuesday's primary to reshape a Democratic-led Legislature, with all 112 seats up for election in November. (AP Photo/Susan Montoya Bryan)]
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[image: Jeff Van Der Mey displays his voting sticker after he and his wife Pat Van Der Mey cast their ballots in Bernalillo, N.M., on Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Montoya Bryan)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 17 | Jeff Van Der Mey displays his voting sticker after he and his wife Pat Van Der Mey cast their ballots in Bernalillo, N.M., on Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Montoya Bryan)
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[image: Brenda Wilvert, of Sandia Park, casts her ballot at Tijeras City Hall in Tijeras, N.M., on Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (Jon Austria/The Albuquerque Journal via AP)]
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[image: A voter submits his ballot in Bernalillo, N.M., on Tuesday, June 4, 2024. New Mexico voters are picking their partisan favorites in Tuesday's primary to reshape a Democratic-led Legislature, with all 112 seats up for election in November. (AP Photo/Susan Montoya Bryan)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 17 | A voter submits his ballot in Bernalillo, N.M., on Tuesday, June 4, 2024. New Mexico voters are picking their partisan favorites in Tuesday's primary to reshape a Democratic-led Legislature, with all 112 seats up for election in November. (AP Photo/Susan Montoya Bryan)
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[image: FILE - New Mexico state Rep. Larry Scott, R-Hobbs, attends a legislative committee hearing, Thursday, Jan. 25, 2024, in Santa Fe, N.M. New Mexico voters are picking their partisan favorites in the state's primary, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, to reshape a Democratic-led Legislature, with all 112 seats up for election in November. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 17 | FILE - New Mexico state Rep. Larry Scott, R-Hobbs, attends a legislative committee hearing, Thursday, Jan. 25, 2024, in Santa Fe, N.M. New Mexico voters are picking their partisan favorites in the state's primary, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, to reshape a Democratic-led Legislature, with all 112 seats up for election in November. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee, File)
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[image: FILE - Audrey Trujillo, right, candidate for New Mexico Secretary of State, attends a conference on conspiracy theories about voting machines and discredited claims about the 2020 presidential election, at a hotel in West Palm Beach, Fla., Saturday, Sept. 10, 2022. New Mexico voters are picking their partisan favorites in the state's primary, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, to reshape a Democratic-led Legislature, with all 112 seats up for election in November. (AP Photo/Jim Rassol, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 17 | FILE - Audrey Trujillo, right, candidate for New Mexico Secretary of State, attends a conference on conspiracy theories about voting machines and discredited claims about the 2020 presidential election, at a hotel in West Palm Beach, Fla., Saturday, Sept. 10, 2022. New Mexico voters are picking their partisan favorites in the state's primary, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, to reshape a Democratic-led Legislature, with all 112 seats up for election in November. (AP Photo/Jim Rassol, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Forest Williams fills out his ballot at an election center in Albuquerque, N.M., on Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (Jon Austria/The Albuquerque Journal via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 17 | Forest Williams fills out his ballot at an election center in Albuquerque, N.M., on Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (Jon Austria/The Albuquerque Journal via AP)
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    [image: Cecelia Ammon fills out her ballot on primary election day at the Central Mercado in Southeast Albuquerque, N.M., on Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (Chancey Bush/The Albuquerque Journal via AP)]
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Cecelia Ammon fills out her ballot on primary election day at the Central Mercado in Southeast Albuquerque, N.M., on Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (Chancey Bush/The Albuquerque Journal via AP)
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[image: Political campaign supporters greet voters as they turn into a polling location in Santa Fe, N.M., Tuesday, June 4, 2024. New Mexico voters were picking their partisan favorites in the state's primary election to reshape a Democratic-led Legislature, with all 112 seats up for election in November. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee)]
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[image: A voter casts his ballot at a polling location in Bernalillo, N.M., on Tuesday, June 4, 2024. New Mexico voters are picking their partisan favorites in Tuesday's primary to reshape a Democratic-led Legislature, with all 112 seats up for election in November. (AP Photo/Susan Montoya Bryan)]
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[image: FILE - Republican political contender Steve Jones, of Ruidoso, N.M., submits a petition to run for the Republican nomination in hope of challenging Democratic U.S. Rep. Melanie Stansbury, of Albuquerque, Feb. 6, 2024, in Santa Fe, N.M. Republicans Louie Sanchez and Jones are competing to take on incumbent Stansbury in Congressional District 1, an Albuquerque-based district that leans Democrat. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 17 | FILE - Republican political contender Steve Jones, of Ruidoso, N.M., submits a petition to run for the Republican nomination in hope of challenging Democratic U.S. Rep. Melanie Stansbury, of Albuquerque, Feb. 6, 2024, in Santa Fe, N.M. Republicans Louie Sanchez and Jones are competing to take on incumbent Stansbury in Congressional District 1, an Albuquerque-based district that leans Democrat. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 17
FILE - Republican political contender Steve Jones, of Ruidoso, N.M., submits a petition to run for the Republican nomination in hope of challenging Democratic U.S. Rep. Melanie Stansbury, of Albuquerque, Feb. 6, 2024, in Santa Fe, N.M. Republicans Louie Sanchez and Jones are competing to take on incumbent Stansbury in Congressional District 1, an Albuquerque-based district that leans Democrat. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Poll workers help voters at an election center at the Holly Plaza Shopping Center in Albuquerque, N.M., on Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (Jon Austria/The Albuquerque Journal via AP)]
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[image: FILE - Sen. Daniel Ivey-Soto, D-Albuquerque, discusses a bill during a Senate Public Affair Committee meeting at the State Capitol in Santa Fe, N.M., Tuesday, Feb. 2, 2016. New Mexico voters are picking their partisan favorites in the state's primary, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, to reshape a Democratic-led Legislature, with all 112 seats up for election in November. (Luis Sanchez Saturno/Santa Fe New Mexican via AP, File)]
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[image: Second Judicial District Attorney Sam Bregman, right, greets his applauding supporters during a celebratory watch party at Hotel Andaluz in Downtown Albuquerque, N.M., Tuesday, June 4, 2024. Bregman, an appointee of the governor, ran successfully for the Democratic nomination, defeating Damon Martinez, who served as U.S. Attorney for New Mexico under President Barack Obama. (Chancey Bush/The Albuquerque Journal via AP)]
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[image: Janet Harman, with Vote Uncommitted New Mexico, holds a sign outside the Daskalos Center, urging Democrats to vote "uncommitted" in the June 4 primary election, in Northeast Albuquerque, N.M., on Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (Chancey Bush/The Albuquerque Journal via AP)]
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[image: FILE - New Mexico state Sen. Shannon Pinto, D-Tohatchi, a member of the Navajo Nation, listens during the opening day of a 30-day legislative session in the House of Representatives in Santa Fe, N.M., Tuesday, Jan. 18, 2022. New Mexico voters are picking their partisan favorites in the state's primary, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, to reshape a Democratic-led Legislature, with all 112 seats up for election in November. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee,File)]
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[image: Political campaign supporters greet voters as they turn into a polling location in Santa Fe, N.M., Tuesday, June 4, 2024. New Mexico voters were picking their partisan favorites in the state's primary election to reshape a Democratic-led Legislature, with all 112 seats up for election in November. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee)]
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[image: Voters check in with poll workers at a voting location in Bernalillo, N.M., on Tuesday, June 4, 2024. New Mexico voters are picking their partisan favorites in Tuesday's primary to reshape a Democratic-led Legislature, with all 112 seats up for election in November. (AP Photo/Susan Montoya Bryan)]
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[image: Jeff Van Der Mey displays his voting sticker after he and his wife Pat Van Der Mey cast their ballots in Bernalillo, N.M., on Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Montoya Bryan)]
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[image: Brenda Wilvert, of Sandia Park, casts her ballot at Tijeras City Hall in Tijeras, N.M., on Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (Jon Austria/The Albuquerque Journal via AP)]
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[image: A voter submits his ballot in Bernalillo, N.M., on Tuesday, June 4, 2024. New Mexico voters are picking their partisan favorites in Tuesday's primary to reshape a Democratic-led Legislature, with all 112 seats up for election in November. (AP Photo/Susan Montoya Bryan)]
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[image: FILE - New Mexico state Rep. Larry Scott, R-Hobbs, attends a legislative committee hearing, Thursday, Jan. 25, 2024, in Santa Fe, N.M. New Mexico voters are picking their partisan favorites in the state's primary, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, to reshape a Democratic-led Legislature, with all 112 seats up for election in November. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee, File)]
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[image: FILE - Audrey Trujillo, right, candidate for New Mexico Secretary of State, attends a conference on conspiracy theories about voting machines and discredited claims about the 2020 presidential election, at a hotel in West Palm Beach, Fla., Saturday, Sept. 10, 2022. New Mexico voters are picking their partisan favorites in the state's primary, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, to reshape a Democratic-led Legislature, with all 112 seats up for election in November. (AP Photo/Jim Rassol, File)]
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[image: Forest Williams fills out his ballot at an election center in Albuquerque, N.M., on Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (Jon Austria/The Albuquerque Journal via AP)]
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                                        SANTA FE, N.M. (AP) -- An incumbent district attorney pursuing an involuntary manslaughter charge against Alec Baldwin fended off a Democratic challenger in New Mexico's primary election on Tuesday to ensure her reelection.
In other results, two Republicans who have stoked Donald Trump's failed efforts to overturn the 2020 election won GOP nominations for state Senate, advancing to competitive general election contests. And Democrats ousted a state senator accused of sexual harassment as voters picked their partisan favorites to reshape a Democratic-led Legislature, with all 112 seats up for election in November.
The votes in the first Senate election since redistricting in 2021 hold implications for Native American communities, the state's oil industry and the #MeToo movement.

    


New Mexico has a closed primary system that limits participation to voters who register with major parties, leaving out Independent or unaffiliated voters, but not Libertarians.

    


NATIVE AMERICAN INFLUENCE
Native American candidates made inroads toward greater representation in the Legislature with victories in two closely watched Democratic primaries.





    


In Senate District 30, activist Angel Charley of the Coalition to Stop Violence Against Native Women won the Democratic nomination against pro-business, socially conservative former Sen. Clemente Sanchez in a redrawn district with more Native American influence.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    


Charley is Dine, with Laguna and Zuni Pueblo ancestry. There are no Republican contenders in the district stretching from Isleta Pueblo near Albuquerque to the Arizona state line, traversing Acoma and Laguna pueblos.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In House District 69, incumbent Democratic Rep. Harry Garcia of Grants lost his bid for a fifth term. Attorney Michelle "Paulene" Abeyta of To'hajiilee on the Navajo Nation won the nomination for a district where two-thirds of registered voters identify as Native American. Abeyta has no Republican competition in the general election.

    



    


ALEC BALDWIN
District attorneys withstood primary challengers in crime-weary Albuquerque, as well as in Santa Fe, where special prosecutors are preparing to bring Alec Baldwin to trial in July on an involuntary manslaughter charge. 
In a vote of confidence, incumbent Santa Fe-based District Attorney Mary Carmack-Altwies defeated former district attorney Marco Serna. Carmack-Altwies has vowed to hold Baldwin accountable for the death of cinematographer Halyna Hutchins.
In Albuquerque, incumbent District Attorney Sam Bregman, an appointee of the governor, ran successfully for the Democratic nomination, defeating Damon Martinez, who served as U.S. Attorney for New Mexico under President Barack Obama.

    


#MeToo MOVEMENT
The Democratic primary in Senate District 15 provided a reckoning over allegations of sexual harassment.
Democratic voters in the Albuquerque district ousted state Sen. Daniel Ivey-Soto in the wake of allegations of sexual harassment and bullying behavior that he disputed. A complaint about his consulting work for county clerks and possible conflicts of interest was dismissed in May.
Progressive challenger Heather Berghmans prevailed in the primary to compete in November against GOP contender Craig Degenhardt. The district extends from the intersection of Interstates 25 and 40 toward the city's northeastern heights.

    



    


At the same time in House District 18, progressive activist and lobbyist Marianna Anaya prevailed in a four-way Democratic primary in a district with no GOP contenders. Anaya previously accused Ivey-Soto of groping her at a hotel reception in 2015. Ivey-Soto said he has no recollection of touching Anaya. The eastern Albuquerque district straddles I-40.
OIL REGION
Republicans were competing in politically conservative regions of the state as oil-industry advocates and conservative standard-bearers.
In Senate District 42, oilman and state Rep. Larry Scott of Hobbs defeated rancher and recently appointed state Sen. Steve McCutcheon of Carlsbad for control of a Senate district in the heart of southeastern New Mexico's oil economy. McCutcheon was tapped by Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham last year to succeed retired state Sen. Gay Kernan.

    


In an overlapping House District 62, three Republicans from Hobbs are vying to succeed Scott without competition from Democrats -- Elaine Sena Cortez, Debra Hicks and attorney D'Nae Robinett Mills.
CONSPIRACISTS
Republicans who backed Donald Trump's failed efforts to overturn the 2020 election won primary races in two state Senate districts. 
In District 12, Sandoval County Commissioner Jay Block of Rio Rancho won the GOP nomination, defeating former state Sen. Candace Gould. He'll run against Democrat Phillip Ramirez in November in the compact urban district. Block voted twice as a commissioner in 2022 against certifying local election results while stoking doubts about election integrity.
In District 9, Audrey Trujillo of Corrales won the GOP nomination for an open seat after running unsuccessfully for secretary of state in 2022. Trujillo has cheered Trump's efforts to reverse the will of voters in 2020. She'll compete in the general election against Democratic nominee Cindy Nava of Bernalillo, who on Tuesday defeated Heather Balas of Corrales in a district stretching from Bernalillo to Algodones, including portions of Sandia Pueblo.

    


INCUMBENTS CHALLENGED

More than 20 incumbents had primary challengers. 
In Senate District 13, incumbent state Sen. Bill O'Neill of Albuquerque was competing for the Democratic nomination in a heavily redrawn district against another seasoned politician -- Bernalillo County Commissioner Debbie O'Malley. The district includes downtown Albuquerque.
In Senate District 3, incumbent Shannon Pinto of Tohatchi on the Navajo Nation prevailed over Democratic challenger Sherylene Yazzie of Coyote Canyon in a decisive primary contest. Pinto succeeded her grandfather, John Pinto, a World War II Navajo Code Talker and the state's longest-serving senator. The northwestern district includes parts of the Navajo Nation and Gallup.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/new-mexico-primary-alec-baldwin-2e042342127a09f1c56358803f28c0a5
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Online marketplace eBay to drop American Express, citing fees, and says customers have other options

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - An eBay app is shown on a mobile phone, July 11, 2019, in Miami. Online marketplace behemoth eBay said it plans to no longer accept American Express, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, citing what the company says are ]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - An eBay app is shown on a mobile phone, July 11, 2019, in Miami. Online marketplace behemoth eBay said it plans to no longer accept American Express, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, citing what the company says are "unacceptably high fees" and that customers have other payment options to shop online. I(AP Photo/Wilfredo Lee, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Online marketplace behemoth eBay said it plans to no longer accept American Express, citing what the company says are "unacceptably high fees" and that customers have other payment options to shop online. 
It's a notable blow to American Express, whose customers are often the most attractive among merchants and spend the most money per month on their cards. But it's not the first time merchants have voiced opposition to AmEx's business practices by walking away, most notably the warehouse chain Costco nearly a decade ago. 
"After careful consideration, eBay has decided to no longer accept American Express globally effective Aug. 17 due to the unacceptably high fees American Express charges for processing credit card transactions," said eBay spokesman Scott Overland, in a statement. 
Overland said that eBay customers have become aware of new ways to pay for items, making payments more competitive than ever before, and AmEx was no longer a necessary partner for eBay. eBay has increasingly been offering customers buy now, pay later options on purchases through Apple Pay, PayPal and other companies like Klarna and Affirm as well. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Online marketplace eBay to drop American Express, citing fees, and says customers have other options
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Charles de Ledesma reports online behemoth eBay says it will drop American Express, saying the fees are too high.

    


    


"We know that the vast majority of eBay customers are willing to use alternative payment options to continue enjoying buying and selling on our marketplace," Overland said. 




Online merchants have become increasingly combative with payment processors in recent years over the fees they charge to accept payments. Amazon had a similar fight with Visa in the U.K. roughly two years ago, where Amazon threatened to drop Visa as a payment acceptance type over what it also called high fees.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Visa and Amazon eventually resolved their differences, and there was no disruption of service. 
Like other payment processors, AmEx takes a percentage of each transaction a merchant processes on their network. The fee varies by industry, and the fees that the largest merchants pay are typically a closely guarded trade secret. The National Retail Federation says the average fee to accept a credit card is roughly 2% but can be as high as 4% on premium rewards credit cards like AmEx. 

    


In a statement, American Express says that eBay's cost to accept AmEx cards is "comparable to what eBay pays for similar cards on other networks" and that AmEx cardmembers typically spend double at eBay what is spent on other networks.
"We find eBay's decision to drop American Express as a payment choice for consumers to be inconsistent with their stated desire to increase competition at the point of sale," said Adam Isserlis, a spokesman for AmEx. 
AmEx has been on an aggressive campaign, under its current CEO Steve Squeri, to be a more universally accepted payment option across all merchants in an effort to combat the negative image that AmEx is less accepted and only available for its cardmembers for travel, dining, high-end shops or in dense urban areas. AmEx says its cards are now accepted at 99% of the places that Visa and Mastercard are accepted in the U.S., a metric it achieved in 2019. 

    


But there have been setbacks along the way. 
When Costco announced it would drop American Express in 2015, it was a major blow to AmEx since Costco represented roughly 10% of cardmember loans and roughly $80 billion in network volumes. It was also one of AmEx's most prominent partnerships. 
Analysts at Keefe, Bruyette & Woods estimate that eBay may represent roughly 0.5% of AmEx's worldwide network volume and it's unlikely that AmEx will budge much on pricing with eBay.
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    [image: FILE - People walk by the Walmart booth during the CES tech show Tuesday, Jan. 9, 2024, in Las Vegas. Walmart is offering new perks for its hourly workers. They include a new bonus plan as well as opportunities to move into skilled trade jobs within the company. (AP Photo/John Locher, file)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Walmart is offering new perks for its hourly U.S. workers, ranging from a new bonus plan to opportunities to move into skilled trade jobs within the company.
The perks program announced Wednesday comes as the nation's largest private employer says it's seeing a decline in worker turnover. But Walmart, like other employers, faces a still-competitive labor market and increasing demands from its employees.
Walmart's new bonus plan for eligible part-time and full-time U.S. store workers -- including those in its pharmacy and Vision Centers -- is based on their store's performance, with the maximum bonus potential also tied to years of experience. 
For example, a full-time worker who's been with Walmart between one year and almost five years can earn a maximum bonus of $350 per year, while a 20-year full-time worker can earn a maximum bonus of $1,000, Walmart said. The plan will be available to 700,000 U.S. workers, the company said. 

    


In January, Walmart announced its U.S. store managers would receive up to $20,000 in Walmart stock grants every year.
The company, based in Bentonville, Arkansas, is also launching a training program for hourly workers in its U.S. stores and supply networks that will give them an opportunity to move into roles in facilities maintenance, refrigeration, heating, ventilation and air conditioning, and automation. Walmart said it is looking to increase these skilled trades workers from 450 to roughly 2,000 in the next two years.




The jobs pay between $19 and $45 per hour, and workers will be paid during the training, the company said. Walmart's average hourly wage is close to $18, an increase of 30% over the past five years. Walmart's starting wages for U.S. workers range between $14 and $19 an hour. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The training program is expected to start with 100 workers in the Dallas-Fort Worth area. It is part of the Walmart Academy, one of the largest skill-development programs in the country. 

    


Last month, Walmart reported another quarter of strong results as its low prices pull in shoppers scouring for discounts amid stubbornly high inflation. 
Households with incomes exceeding $100,000 have been drawn to the retailer as it upgrades the quality of its items and focuses on providing more convenient ways to shop. Two-thirds of Walmart's market share gains across the aisles are coming from that group, Walmart said.
Walmart said the skilled trades initiative is similar to a program it announced two years ago that gave employees who work in its distribution and fulfillment centers a chance to become certified Walmart truck drivers through a 12-week program taught by the company's established drivers. 
At the time, it said it was raising pay for its 12,000 truck drivers. The starting range for new drivers is now between $95,000 and $110,000 a year. The retailer said that $87,500 had been the average that new truck drivers could make in their first year.
Walmart spokeswoman Anne Hatfield said the trucker program has produced more than 500 new drivers since launching in the spring of 2022. That's helped the company navigate an industrywide shortage of truck drivers.

    


Walmart has similar training and development programs for pharmacy tech and opticians. 
Meanwhile, Walmart said Wednesday it is expanded the number of skills certificates available to help fast-track front-line workers into about 100,000 jobs that are higher paying and in demand at the company over the next three years. 
In 2020, the company offered five skilled certificates. Now, there are 50. They include topics such as front-line manager leadership, people and business leadership, data science, software development and project management. 
Employees can earn the certificates in four months, according to Lo Stomski, Walmart's senior vice president and chief talent officer. 
Walmart highlighted its worker training efforts as it prepares to hold two big events this week. A virtual shareholders' meeting is set for Wednesday. On Friday, the company is holding a celebration of its workers at Bud Walton Arena in Fayetteville, Arkansas, to recognize Walmart's employees from around the world as well as shareholders. 
(backslash)
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                    In several Nigerian communities in the northeastern Gombe state, UNICEF is training thousands of women to boost their families' nutrient intake. More than a dozen women gathered this week in the village of Poshereng, where they are learning at least 200 recipes they can prepare with crops like cassava, orange-fleshed sweet potato, maize and millet. (AP Video by Dan Ikpoyi)
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    [image: Aisha Aliyu, 36-year-old mother of five, who talked about how her last child "used to be skinny but is growing fatter" shows her farm in Kaltungo Poshereng Nigeria, Sunday, June 2, 2024. More than a dozen women gathered this week in Kaltungo's Poshereng village where they are learning at least 200 recipes they can prepare with those local foods which, in the absence of rain, are grown in sand-filled sacks that require small amounts of water. The training session mirrored the struggles of households who are more challenged amid Nigeria's worst cost of living crisis. (AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)]
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[image: Aisha Aliyu, 36-year-old mother of five, who talked about how her last child "used to be skinny but is growing fatter" because of what they now grow at home is photographed with her children in Kaltungo Poshereng Nigeria, Sunday, June 2, 2024. More than a dozen women gathered this week in Kaltungo's Poshereng village where they are learning at least 200 recipes they can prepare with those local foods which, in the absence of rain, are grown in sand-filled sacks that require small amounts of water. The training session mirrored the struggles of households who are more challenged amid Nigeria's worst cost of living crisis. (AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)]
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[image: Hauwa Bwami, a 50-year-old widow and mother of five, who nearly lost her grand son to kwashiokor, shows an orange-fleshed sweet potato, leafs in Kaltungo Poshereng Nigeria, Sunday, June 2, 2024. More than a dozen women gathered this week in Kaltungo's Poshereng village where they are learning at least 200 recipes they can prepare with those local foods which, in the absence of rain, are grown in sand-filled sacks that require small amounts of water. The training session mirrored the struggles of households who are more challenged amid Nigeria's worst cost of living crisis. (AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)]
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[image: Ladi Abdullahi, UNICEF and trainer, left, and Hauwa Bwami, right, 50-year-old widow and mother of five, inspect her orange-fleshed sweet potato, farm in Kaltungo Poshereng Nigeria, Sunday, June 2, 2024. More than a dozen women gathered this week in Kaltungo's Poshereng village where they are learning at least 200 recipes they can prepare with those local foods which, in the absence of rain, are grown in sand-filled sacks that require small amounts of water. The training session mirrored the struggles of households who are more challenged amid Nigeria's worst cost of living crisis. (AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)]
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[image: Hauwa Bwami's grandson Suleiman, right, who nearly lost his life to kwashiokor, andt others fetch water at a borehole in Kaltungo Poshereng Nigeria, Sunday, June 2, 2024. More than a dozen women gathered this week in Kaltungo's Poshereng village where they are learning at least 200 recipes they can prepare with those local foods which, in the absence of rain, are grown in sand-filled sacks that require small amounts of water. The training session mirrored the struggles of households who are more challenged amid Nigeria's worst cost of living crisis. (AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)]
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[image: Hauwa Bwami, 50-year-old widow and mother of five, who nearly lost her grand son to kwashiokor, works on her orange-fleshed sweet potato, farm in Kaltungo Poshereng Nigeria, Sunday, June 2, 2024. More than a dozen women gathered this week in Kaltungo's Poshereng village where they are learning at least 200 recipes they can prepare with those local foods which, in the absence of rain, are grown in sand-filled sacks that require small amounts of water. The training session mirrored the struggles of households who are more challenged amid Nigeria's worst cost of living crisis. (AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)]
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[image: Hauwa Bwami, a 50-year-old widow and mother of five, who nearly lost her grand son to kwashiokor, shows an orange-fleshed sweet potato, she harvest from her farm in Kaltungo Poshereng Nigeria, Sunday, June 2, 2024. More than a dozen women gathered this week in Kaltungo's Poshereng village where they are learning at least 200 recipes they can prepare with those local foods which, in the absence of rain, are grown in sand-filled sacks that require small amounts of water. The training session mirrored the struggles of households who are more challenged amid Nigeria's worst cost of living crisis. (AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)]
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[image: Women and their children wais during an event on how to prepare nutritious food in Kaltungo Poshereng Nigeria, Sunday, June 2, 2024. More than a dozen women gathered this week in Kaltungo's Poshereng village where they are learning at least 200 recipes they can prepare with those local foods which, in the absence of rain, are grown in sand-filled sacks that require small amounts of water. The training session mirrored the struggles of households who are more challenged amid Nigeria's worst cost of living crisis. (AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)]
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[image: Philomena Irene, UNICEF Nutrition specialist, speaks to women about food that will boost their families' nutrient intake with tubers and grains like cassava, orange-fleshed sweet potato, in Kaltungo Poshereng Nigeria, Sunday, June 2, 2024. More than a dozen women gathered this week in Kaltungo's Poshereng village where they are learning at least 200 recipes they can prepare with those local foods which, in the absence of rain, are grown in sand-filled sacks that require small amounts of water. The training session mirrored the struggles of households who are more challenged amid Nigeria's worst cost of living crisis. (AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)]
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[image: Women fill a plastic bottle with a nutritious soya beans drink in Kaltungo Poshereng Nigeria, Sunday, June 2, 2024. More than a dozen women gathered this week in Kaltungo's Poshereng village where they are learning at least 200 recipes they can prepare with those local foods which, in the absence of rain, are grown in sand-filled sacks that require small amounts of water. The training session mirrored the struggles of households who are more challenged amid Nigeria's worst cost of living crisis. (AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)]
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[image: Women learn how to prepare Spaghetti that will boost their families' nutrient intake with orange-fleshed sweet potato, in Kaltungo Poshereng Nigeria, Sunday, June 2, 2024. More than a dozen women gathered this week in Kaltungo's Poshereng village where they are learning at least 200 recipes they can prepare with those local foods which, in the absence of rain, are grown in sand-filled sacks that require small amounts of water. The training session mirrored the struggles of households who are more challenged amid Nigeria's worst cost of living crisis. (AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)]
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[image: Dorcas Simon, 38-year-old, plays with her twin daughters during a food training event in Kaltungo's Poshereng Nigeria, Sunday, June 2, 2024. Dorcas Simon's nine-month-old twin daughters cried nonstop and tugged at her clothes for attention but also for food. They've barely had any food in the past 24 hours. But that's not new. It's all too obvious in their protuberant abdomens and heads too big for their tiny bodies. She knows they need food but finding what to eat is a struggle in this part of northern Nigeria where conflict and climate change have limited earnings of families and their access to farmlands. Even Simon's breastmilk is barely enough for her children. (AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)]
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                                        KALTUNGO, Nigeria (AP) -- The 9-month-old twins cried nonstop and tugged at their mother, seeking attention but also food. They had received little in the past 24 hours, and there were signs of deeper hunger in the heads too big for their tiny bodies.
"Not much milk comes out," said their 38-year-old mother, Dorcas Simon, who struggles to breastfeed and has three other children. She laughed, as if to conceal the pain. "What will I give them when I don't have food myself?"
Here in northern Nigeria, where conflict and climate change have long contributed to the problem, her twins are among 181 million children under 5 -- or 27% of the world's youngest children -- who live in severe food poverty, according to a new report Thursday by the U.N.'s children agency.
The report, which focused on nearly 100 low- and middle-income countries, defines severe food poverty as consuming nothing in a day or, at best, two out of eight food groups the agency recognizes.

    


Africa's population of more than 1.3 billion people is one of the most affected mainly due to conflict, climate crises and rising food prices. The continent accounts for one-third of the global burden and 13 of the 20 most affected countries.




But it has also recorded some progress, the report said.
The percentage of children living in severe food poverty in West and Central Africa fell from 42% to 32% over the last decade, it said, noting advances including diversified crops and performance-based incentives for health workers.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In the absence of vital nutrients, children living with "extremely poor" diets are more likely to experience wasting, a life-threatening form of malnutrition, the agency known as UNICEF said.
"When wasting becomes very severe, they are 12 times more likely to die," Harriet Torlesse, one of the report's authors, told The Associated Press.
In several Nigerian communities like Kaltungo in the northeast where Simon lives, UNICEF is training thousands of women in how to boost their families' nutrient intake with cassava, sweet potato, maize, millet and vegetables grown in gardens at home, and how to rear livestock and chickens. 

    


More than a dozen women gathered this week in Kaltungo's Poshereng village to learn dozens of recipes they can prepare with those foods which, in the absence of rain, are grown in sand-filled sacks that require little water.
Mothers in Nigeria also face the country's worst cost of living crisis. Growing food at home saves money.
Aisha Aliyu, a 36-year-old mother of five, said her latest child "used to be skinny but is growing fatter" because of what they now grow at home. Hauwa Bwami, a 50-year-old mother of five, nearly lost her grandchild to kwashiorkor, a disease with severe protein malnutrition, before the UNICEF training started a year ago. Now she grows enough food that she sells to other women.
Kaltungo is in a semi-arid agricultural region where climate change has limited rainfall in recent years. Some children have died of acute malnutrition in the past because food is scarce, said Ladi Abdullahi, who trains the women.

    


The training "is like answered prayers for me," Simon said in her first time with the group.
But it can be a painful lesson. Another trainee, Florence Victor, 59, watched helplessly as her nine-month-old grandchild succumbed to malnutrition in 2022.
Malnutrition also can weaken the immune system over time, leaving children vulnerable to diseases that can kill.
In the Sahel, the semiarid region south of the Sahara Desert which is a hot spot for violent extremism, there has been an increase in acute malnutrition -- worse than severe food poverty -- that has reached emergency levels, said Alfred Ejem, senior food security advisor with the Mercy Corps aid group in Africa.
Because of displacement and climate change, families have resorted to "bad coping mechanisms like eating leaves and locusts just to survive," Ejem said.
In conflict-hit Sudan, children are dying of severe malnutrition in large numbers.
In Nigeria's troubled northwest, the French medical organization Doctors Without Borders said at least 850 children died last year within 24 to 48 hours of being admitted to its health facilities.

    


"We are resorting to treating patients on mattresses on the floor because our facilities are full," Simba Tirima, MSF's Nigeria representative, said Tuesday.
Many malnourished children in the region never make it to a hospital because they live in remote areas or their families cannot afford care.
Inequality also plays a role in severe food poverty among children in Africa, the new report said. In South Africa, the most unequal country in the world, roughly one in every four children is affected by severe food poverty even though it is the continent's most developed nation.
Governments and partners must act urgently, author Torlesse said: "The work starts now."

    


___
The Associated Press receives financial support for global health and development coverage in Africa from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation Trust. The AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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Man in Mexico died of a bird flu strain that hadn't been confirmed before in a human, WHO says

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - The logo of the World Health Organization is seen at the WHO headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland, June 11, 2019. A death in Mexico was caused by a strain of bird flu that has never before been found in a human, the World Health Organization said Wednesday. (AP Photo/Anja Niedringhaus, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- A man's death in Mexico was caused by a strain of bird flu called H5N2 that has never before been found in a human, the World Health Organization said Wednesday.
The WHO said it wasn't clear how the man became infected, although H5N2 has been reported in poultry in Mexico. 
There are numerous types of bird flu. H5N2 is not the same strain that has infected multiple dairy cow herds in the U.S. That strain is called H5N1 and three farmworkers have gotten mild infections.
Other bird flu varieties have killed people across the world in previous years, including 18 people in China during an outbreak of H5N6 in 2021, according to a timeline of bird flu outbreaks from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
Mexican health officials alerted the WHO that a 59-year-old man who died in a Mexico City hospital had the virus despite no known exposure to poultry or other animals.

    


According to family members, the WHO release said, the patient had been bedridden for unrelated reasons before developing a fever, shortness of breath and diarrhea on April 17. Mexico's public health department said in a statement that he had underlying ailments, including chronic kidney failure, diabetes and high blood pressure.




Hospital care was sought on April 24 and the man died the same day.
Initial tests showed an unidentified type of flu that subsequent weeks of lab testing confirmed was H5N2.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The WHO said the risk to people in Mexico is low, and that no further human cases have been discovered so far despite testing people who came in contact with the deceased at home and in the hospital. 
There had been three poultry outbreaks of H5N2 in nearby parts of Mexico in March but authorities haven't been able to find a connection. Mexican officials also are monitoring birds near a shallow lake on the outskirts of Mexico City. 
Whenever bird flu circulates in poultry, there is a risk that people in close contact with flocks can become infected. Health authorities are closely watching for any signs that the viruses are evolving to spread easily from person to person, and experts are concerned as more mammal species contract bird flu viruses. 
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    [image: This undated photo provided by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration shows cucumbers recalled for salmonella. Cucumbers contaminated with salmonella bacteria may have sickened and hospitalized dozens of people in at least 25 states, U.S. health officials said Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (U.S. Food and Drug Administration via AP)]


    

    
        
            
                    This undated photo provided by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration shows cucumbers recalled for salmonella. Cucumbers contaminated with salmonella bacteria may have sickened and hospitalized dozens of people in at least 25 states, U.S. health officials said Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (U.S. Food and Drug Administration via AP)


                

            
    
    

        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    




            By 
            JONEL ALECCIA

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        Cucumbers contaminated with salmonella bacteria may have sickened and hospitalized dozens of people in at least 25 states, U.S. health officials said Wednesday.
Testing detected salmonella in a cucumber distributed by Fresh Start Produce, of Delray Beach, Florida, which last week recalled whole cucumbers shipped to certain states from May 17 to May 21, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Further testing is underway to see if that strain of salmonella is causing the outbreak. The produce should no longer be available in stores. 
The CDC received reports of 162 people sickened with salmonella potentially tied to the cucumbers in 25 states and Washington, D.C., between March 11 and May 16. At least 54 people were hospitalized, the agency said. No deaths were reported. 
Consumers should not eat recalled cucumbers. People who bought cucumbers recently should check with the store where they purchased them to see if they're part of the recall. Wash items and surfaces that may have been in contact with the produce using hot, soapy water or a dishwasher. 

    


The CDC and the U.S. Food and Drug Administration also are investigating an outbreak of a second type of salmonella that has sickened at least 158 people in nearly two dozen states to see whether it's connected to the same food. The outbreaks share several similarities, the agencies said.




Salmonella can cause symptoms that begin six hours to six days after ingesting the bacteria and include diarrhea, fever and stomach cramps. Most people recover without treatment within a week, but young children, people older than 65 and those with weakened immune systems can become seriously ill. 
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                                        ATHENS, Greece (AP) -- Greek authorities confirmed Thursday that they are searching for Michael Mosley, a well-known British television doctor who popularized intermittent fasting for weight loss and long-term health.
Greek police said a broad search and rescue operation has been underway since Wednesday on the island of Symi, which is on the eastern side of the Aegean Sea and around 4 miles (6.5 kiilometers) from Turkey. 
Mosley, 67, is believed to have gone for a walk on Wednesday afternoon while on holiday on the island, which is a popular destination for hikers.
Police, firefighters, civil protection personnel and volunteers were participating in the search, along with at least one sniffer dog, drones and a helicopter. 
Mosley, 67, is well-known in many parts of the world for his 2013 book "The Fast Diet," which he co-authored with journalist Mimi Spencer. The 5:2 diet, as it became known, set out how people can lose weight fast by minimizing their calorie intake for two days in a week while eating healthily on the other five. 

    


He has subsequently introduced the Fast 800 diet, a rapid weight loss program, whereby dieters restrict their calorie intake to 800 a day for at least two weeks, before transitioning to the 5:2 program.


Mosley has often pushed his body to extreme lengths to see the effects of his diets and also lived with tapeworms in his guts for six weeks for the BBC documentary "Infested! Living With Parasites."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Mosley is also known for his regular appearances on British television as well as his column in the Daily Mail newspaper. He has also made a number of films about diet and exercise.
In 2002, Mosley was nominated for an Emmy for his executive producer role on the BBC science documentary "The Human Face," which was presented by Monty Python star John Cleese and which featured a raft of famous faces including Elizabeth Hurley, Pierce Brosnan and David Attenborough.
Mosley has four children with his wife Clare Bailey Mosley, who is also a doctor, author and health columnist. She has written recipes for his diet books.
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                                        AUSTIN, Texas (AP) -- When Jonathan Denhart was discharged from the psych ward at Austin Oaks Hospital last year, he was prepared to be back very soon.
For more than 40 years, Denhart has cycled through rehabs, sober housing, mental health hospitals, and 12-step programs to treat his bipolar and substance use disorders, but nothing worked.
The 60-year-old Austin resident couldn't find or keep a job, and he knew once he left the hospital, the temptations of the outside world would be too much again.
As Denhart was about to walk out the door a hospital staff member stopped him and suggested he stop by a place called Austin Clubhouse to try a vocational rehabilitation program.
"I had never heard about this, but they told me they might give me the structure and purpose I needed once I left," he said. "I had to give it a shot."
When Denhart walked into the small facility in Central Austin, he said he felt an immediate sense of acceptance. He looked around the rented space owned by Hyde Park Christian Church and met other people dealing with their own mental illness or substance abuse problems. He had finally found a community for people like him.

    


Today, Denhart has been sober for more than a year and works in the snack bar for around six hours a day at Austin Clubhouse, passing out coffee and snacks. He said the work has given him a renewed sense of purpose in life that had been missing.




"I like what I see when I look in the mirror now," he said. "Instead of self-doubt and hatred, I feel happiness. It's not easy, and I still have days that are hard, but I am happy now."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Denhart is one of over 100,000 people who are discharged from mental health hospitals every year in Texas, according to a 2019 stud y, and face multiple barriers to successfully transitioning back into the community. The biggest challenges are a lack of suitable housing, limited financial resources, issues with daily living skills, involvement with the criminal justice system and a lack of confidence or sense of purpose. Those are amplified in rural and remote regions where services, support, and housing are even more difficult to find.

    


The state responded in 2021 when lawmakers directed Texas Health and Human Services to produce a study on step-down services that can be used to help people once they leave state mental health hospitals. The result was the Texas State Hospital Step-Down program, which provides pre- and post-transition services, including short-term residential placements, to support individuals with severe mental illness.
The program is expected to add approximately 65 beds, bringing the total to 80 beds, by the end of August. Even with the additional beds, the program is nowhere close to addressing the demand for services for a state with more than 30 million residents, where 98% of the 254 counties are designated as Mental Health Professional Shortage Areas -- where there's only one mental health clinician for every 30,000 residents. The state's behavioral health worker shortage is expected to grow.

    


During the fiscal year that ended in August 2023, the program had only facilitated the transition of 23 people from state hospitals, most of them people waiting to have their competency restored to stand trial in a criminal case.
Meanwhile, privately-run step-down programs like Austin Clubhouse -- which is part of Clubhouse International, a global nonprofit organization -- have been doing similar work for decades, working to prevent people from returning to a hospital after they are discharged by helping them make new friends, get jobs, enroll in school, and live healthier lifestyles via a multitude of different programs.
The state has contracts with seven clubhouse programs located in Richmond, Austin, Plano, Dallas-Fort Worth, Richardson, Houston, and San Antonio. Depending on membership, they can help nearly 2,000 people a year.
"I think the main problem we deal with is that most people don't know we are even here," said Jennifer Cardenas, executive director of Austin Clubhouse, which helps around 1,300 people per year. "We are here to show people that you don't have just to sit at home once you are released from the hospital, you don't have to just sit at home and do nothing. You can have a life again."

    


Abdul Majid Badini looks back on his life, regretting the first time he picked up drinking alcohol.
Badini, a 58-year-old from Balochistan, a region divided between Pakistan, Iran, and Afghanistan. He said he fled his home after being arrested for belonging to a political organization in Pakistan called the Balochistan Student Organization. He said he witnessed a friend being hanged by the Pakistani government for belonging to the organization and decided to head to Russia to study medicine.
"I came from an Islamic, fundamentalist, tribalistic society to a socialist, free society. I finally had freedom," he said. "I was able to drink and have friendships with women. I gained freedom and forgot my aim of struggling for my nation."

    


His newfound freedom and the allure of Russian clubs, eventually turned him into an alcoholic. He dropped out of medical school, and said his girlfriend left him due to his drinking. By the time he migrated to the United States in 2011, settling in Texas, he was dealing with depression and anxiety due to his addiction.
"I started to hallucinate and was paranoid. I thought I was being controlled by the KGB. I was mentally sick, and when I wasn't drinking, I felt pain all over my body," Badini said.
Badini spent several decades in Russia and America trapped on the vicious merry-go-round of addiction and mental illness. In his home country, he was a writer for a local newspaper and an aspiring medical professional, but in America, he was a homeless alcoholic dealing with depression who felt like he was a burden on society.
"I felt like a parasite," Badini said. "Alcohol took my abilities. I didn't want to look at myself anymore."
Cardenas, the Austin Clubhouse director, said the feeling of being a burden is common among people with mental illness, and those who are hospitalized often have trouble integrating back into society. She said this leaves a lot of people with severe mental illness relying on disability or Supplemental Security Income to survive.
"A lot of people, once they are released from the hospital, don't trust themselves to go back to work or too ashamed to be with friends or family," she said. "This leads to isolation and oftentimes just makes things worse."
Step-down programs became popular in the early 1990s when states transitioned from housing people in state hospitals to offering services in community-based mental health centers. But the idea of a club for people with mental illness goes back to the late 1940s, when seven patients at Rockland Psychiatric Center in New York formed a self-help group that met in a hospital club room.
Soon after leaving the hospital, they began meeting on the steps of the New York City Public Library to recreate the "club room" experience, believing that it would sustain their recovery and provide a mutual support system. This eventually led to them purchasing their own building, the Fountain House, which was initially staffed and operated solely by ex-psychiatric patients and volunteers.
This was an unconventional idea in the medical world at the time, but as the years went on, the movement grew into a worldwide network after receiving a grant from the National Institute of Mental Health in 1977 to establish a training program that others could adopt to create their own clubhouse facilities. Today there are more than 350 clubhouse programs in 32 countries, with 186 in the United States.
For someone like Rebekah Johnson-Carson, who was diagnosed with schizophrenia in the eighth grade, the clubhouse model provides a community for those who often feel ostracized by the general public.
"In high school, I often ate lunch in the special education classroom instead of the cafeteria because a lot of the regular students didn't understand what I was going through or thought I was faking," she said.
Then, one day last summer, Johnson-Carson toured Austin Clubhouse and found the community she had been looking for all this time.
"The clubhouse gives people a chance to connect and learn how to socialize and feel love and support," she said.
People at the Austin Clubhouse are referred to as "members" instead of clients or patients because the organization chooses not to focus on mental illness but instead on their strengths.
Membership is open to anyone over 18 who has a mental health diagnosis and is following a treatment plan with a clinician. The services are free, voluntary, and lifelong, paid for through public and private grants, corporate donors and a state contract.
The Austin Clubhouse offers programs in employment, education, housing, and health and wellness. It doesn't offer mental health treatment because they are an add-on to clinical assistance, not a replacement.
Johnson-Carson credits the clubhouse program with helping her graduate last year from Austin Community College with a recreational therapy degree. She is ready to help others, but said her attachment to the clubhouse will never fade.
"Sometimes, when you are going through a hard time when you can't see the light at the end of the tunnel, all you need is someone to get you through the tunnel, not point out the light," she said. "That is what this program provides.
Those who choose to join one of the programs work side-by-side with staff by volunteering their time gardening, working phone lines, helping people at the front desk, cooking, or other tasks. The goal is to allow those who have undergone treatment for a severe mental illness to develop a sense of purpose and re-enter the community and the workforce.
Badini decided to participate in one of the programs at Austin Clubhouse on the recommendation of his doctor. When he first arrived a couple of years ago, the clubhouse helped him get a job at a small business in Austin doing tasks like keeping the shelves stocked, but this was a responsibility he said he wasn't ready for yet.
"I was still dealing with my addiction, and I missed my job and was fired. I was doing bad. I couldn't move or even get myself to the restroom. I had thoughts of suicide," Badini said.
Badini said when he started going to the clubhouse daily late last year, he began to notice a difference within himself as his confidence grew.
"I began to take care of myself, making sure to eat and sleep enough and save money. I stopped listening to the voices, and my depression and anxiety seemed to go away," he said.
The man from Balochistan now works at an Austin Goodwill and has been sober for almost 100 days. He said he has been able to send money back to his family, who still live in the Balochistan region. He is also looking to become a translator and get back into writing.
"I want to be a productive member of society for myself and for my family," Badini said. "I lost so much time, but I am grateful to be alive. I thought I had wasted 35 years of my life, but I can still help my country and my father. I appreciate the time I still have left now."
___
This story was originally published by The Texas Tribune and distributed through a partnership with The Associated Press.
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                                        JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) -- Indonesia's Mount Ibu erupted three times on Thursday, spewing red lava and clouds of grey ash. No injuries were reported.
The volcano, located on an island in the eastern North Maluku province, has been erupting almost every day since early May. Authorities have raised the alert to the highest level as the number of eruptions and deep volcanic earthquakes have significantly increased.
Thursday's eruptions sent ash clouds up to 1,200 meters (4,000 feet) into the air, said Muhammad Wafid, chief of Indonesia's Geology Agency. Photos and videos recorded by the agency from an observation post showed bursts of incandescent red lava with some lightning during the eruptions.
Authorities have urged people to stay at least 7 kilometers (4.5 miles) from the 1,325-meter (4,347-foot) -high volcano.
More than 1,900 people have been evacuated from three villages close to the volcano, according to the National Disaster Management Agency. Thousands of hectares (acres) of farmland have been affected by the eruptions. 
Indonesia, an archipelago of 270 million people, has 120 active volcanoes. It is prone to volcanic activity because it sits along the "Ring of Fire," a horseshoe-shaped series of seismic fault lines around the Pacific Ocean.
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                                        VIGO PARK, Texas (AP) -- Storm trackers in the Texas Panhandle recovered a massive hail stone that researchers say is likely to be a new state record.
Val and Amy Castor, veteran storm chasers with Oklahoma City television station KWTV, discovered a piece of hail more than 7 inches (17.78 centimeters) long Sunday along the side of the road near Vigo Park while they were chasing a major thunderstorm system.
Val Castor said the stone was about the size of a pineapple.
"That's the biggest hail I've ever seen, and I've been chasing storms for more than 30 years," Castor said. 
Castor said several baseball-sized hail stones fell while he was driving, including one that cracked his windshield, before he spotted the big piece in a ditch on the side of the road.
"I could see it from probably 100 yards away," he said.
The massive hail stone is believed to be a new state record, topping a 6.4-inch (16.25-centimeter) hail stone found in Hondo in 2021. It still must be confirmed by a group of researchers that includes the Texas state climatologist, said Jordan Salem, a meteorologist at the National Weather Service office in Lubbock.
The heaviest hail stone on record in the United States had a reported diameter of 11 inches (27.94 centimeters) and weighed nearly 2 pounds (907 grams). It was discovered near Vivian, South Dakota, in July 2010, according to the National Centers for Environmental Information.
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                                        A large, brightly colored invasive species called the Joro spider is on the move in the United States. Populations have been growing in parts of the South and East Coast for years, and many researchers think it's only a matter of time before they spread to much of the continental U.S. 
But spider experts say we shouldn't be too worried about them.
"My sense is people like the weird and fantastic and potentially dangerous," said David Nelsen, a professor of biology at Southern Adventist University who has studied the growing range of Joro spiders. "This is one of those things that sort of checks all the boxes for public hysteria."
Scientists instead worry about the growing prevalence of invasive species that can do damage to our crops and trees -- a problem made worse by global trade and climate change, which is making local environmental conditions more comfortable for pests that previously couldn't survive frigid winters.

    


"I think this is one of those 'canary in the coal mine' type species where it's showy, it's getting a lot of attention," said Hannah Burrack, professor and chair of the entomology department at Michigan State University. But the shy critter poses little risk to humans. Instead, Burrack said, introduced pests like fruit flies and tree borers can do more damage.


"This is a global concern, because it makes all the things that we do in terms of conservation, in terms of agricultural production, in terms of human health, harder to manage," she said.
WHAT IS THE JORO SPIDER?

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Joro spider is one of a group of spiders called orb-weavers, named for their wheel-shaped webs. They're native to East Asia, have bright yellow and black coloring and can grow as long as three inches (8 cm) when their legs are fully extended.
However, they're pretty hard to spot at this time of year because they're still early in their life cycle, only about the size of a grain of rice. A trained eye can spot their softball-sized webs on a front porch, or their gossamer threads of golden silk blanketing the grass. Adults are most commonly seen in August and September.

    


WHERE ARE THEY HEADED?
Scientists are still trying to figure that out, said David Coyle, an assistant professor at Clemson University who worked with Nelsen on a study on the Joro's range, published last November. Their central population is primarily in Atlanta but expanding to the Carolinas and southeastern Tennessee. A satellite population has taken hold in Baltimore over the last two years, Coyle said.
As for when the species will become more prevalent in the Northeast, an eventual outcome suggested by their research? "Maybe this year, maybe a decade, we really don't know," he said. "They're probably not going to get that far in a single year. It's going to take a bunch of incremental steps."
CAN THEY FLY?
The babies can: using a tactic called "ballooning," young Joro spiders can use their webs to harness the winds and electromagnetic currents of the Earth to travel relatively long distances. But you won't see fully-grown Joro spiders taking flight.
WHAT DO THEY EAT?
Joro spiders will eat whatever lands in their web, which mainly ends up being insects. That could mean they'll compete with native spiders for food, but it might not all be bad -- a Joro's daily catch could also feed native bird species, something Andy Davis, a research scientist at the University of Georgia, has personally documented.

    


As for some observers' hope that Joro spiders could gobble up the invasive spotted lanternflies destroying trees on the East Coast? They might eat a few, but there's "zero chance" they'll make a dent in the population, Coyle said.
ARE THEY DANGEROUS TO HUMANS?
Joro spiders have venom like all spiders, but they aren't deadly or even medically relevant to humans, Nelsen said. At worst, a Joro bite might itch or cause an allergic reaction. But the shy creatures tend to stay out of humans' way.
What could one day truly cause damage to humans is the widespread introduction of other creatures like the emerald ash borer or a fruit fly called the spotted wing drosophila that threaten the natural resources we rely upon.

    


"I try to stay scientifically objective about it. And that's a way to protect myself from maybe the sadness of it. But there's so much ecological damage being done all over the world for, for so many reasons, mostly because of humans," Davis said. "This to me is just one more example of mankind's influence on the environment."
___
The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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