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Hochul Halts Congestion Pricing in a Stunning 11th-Hour Shift



Weeks before New York was to charge motorists to enter Manhattan's business district, Gov. Kathy Hochul postponed the program, citing economic concerns.




Gov. Kathy Hochul on Wednesday directed the Metropolitan Transportation Authority to pause the congestion pricing program.




By Grace Ashford


Jun 05, 2024


Gov. Kathy Hochul of New York announced on Wednesday that she was shelving the long-awaited tolling plan known as congestion pricing, just weeks before it was to go into effect.



"After careful consideration I have come to the difficult decision that implementing the planned congestion pricing system risks too many unintended consequences," Ms. Hochul said, adding: "I have directed the M.T.A. to indefinitely pause the program."



The move 
angered environmentalists, transit advocates and economists
, with some accusing the governor of abandoning a plan that was decades in the making for political reasons in a critical election year.



The decision, Ms. Hochul acknowledged, was not an easy one, but she said it was nonetheless crucial in light of the lingering effects of the coronavirus pandemic on working families and New York City's economy.



The 
congestion pricing plan
, the first of its kind in the nation, was slated to start 
June 30
. Drivers using E-ZPass would have paid as much as $15 to enter Manhattan south of 60th Street.



The governor said she feared that instituting a toll to drive into the borough would "create another obstacle to our economic recovery."



"Let's be real: A $15 charge may not seem like a lot to someone who has the means, but it can break the budget of a hard-working middle-class household," Ms. Hochul said.



In the days before her announcement, the governor notified the White House and the top House Democrat, Hakeem Jeffries, of her plans, according to two people familiar with the conversations.



They disputed reports that Mr. Jeffries had directed Ms. Hochul to delay the plan, saying that he had remained neutral on the issue.



"To the extent immediate implementation of congestion pricing is being reconsidered, Leader Jeffries supports a temporary pause of limited duration to better understand the financial impact on working-class New Yorkers," said Andy Eichar, a spokesman for Mr. Jeffries.



Word of the governor's 
last-minute misgivings
 began to circulate in Albany on Tuesday night, and quickly sent shock waves through the New York State Capitol by Wednesday morning, the penultimate day of the legislative session.



Few lawmakers could say they loved congestion pricing and the optics of taxing constituents. But the proposal was championed by economists and environmentalists alike as the solution not only to the financial woes of the Metropolitan Transportation Authority, the state agency that runs New York's subways and buses, but also the city's infamous gridlock.



The program was also being contested in court by eight separate lawsuits, with plaintiffs including the 
Trucking Association of New York
 and 
Gov. Philip D. Murphy of New Jersey
.



Mr. Murphy's case in particular, which is being argued in Federal District Court in Newark, was regarded as the most serious challenge to congestion pricing. State officials are seeking a more comprehensive environmental study of the program.



But in New York, most Democrats had made a grudging peace with the plan after decades of debate, hearings, studies and planning -- none more publicly than Ms. Hochul, who had defended it as a necessary step toward rebuilding New York's economy.



Just two weeks ago, the governor told attendees at the Global Economic Summit in Ireland that implementing congestion pricing was critical to "making cities more livable."



Many key players in New York politics, from Albany to New York City, expressed dismay at the reversal, which cast the transportation authority's finances into uncertainty.



"I'm very upset that suddenly, out of the blue, this would pop up," State Senator Liz Krueger, a Manhattan Democrat, said on Wednesday, adding: "If we stop congestion pricing now we're never going to get it."



Kate Slevin of the Regional Plan Association, a nonprofit urban research and advocacy group that has championed the tolling program, called the move "a total betrayal of New Yorkers and our climate."



The president of the Partnership for New York City, Kathryn Wylde, said the governor's decision was a disappointment and that she hoped the pause would be temporary.



Yet an undercurrent of support for Ms. Hochul's move was also evident among lawmakers, particularly those representing swing districts.



"Many see it as welcome news," said James Skoufis, a Democrat who represents Orange County in the State Senate, adding that despite the plan's approval five years earlier, opposition had been growing in the Legislature. "Some of it is outspoken, some of it is quieter, but it is widespread."



Shortly after Ms. Hochul's announcement, U.S. Representative Pat Ryan, a Democrat facing a tough re-election race in the northern exurbs of New York City, sent out a statement taking partial credit for defeating the plan.



"Since Day 1, I've fought alongside countless Hudson Valley families against this unfair, uninformed and unacceptable congestion pricing plan," Mr. Ryan said. "Today, I'm proud to say we've stopped congestion pricing in its tracks."



Indeed, the plan has been largely unpopular in suburban areas of the Hudson Valley and Long Island where Democrats are desperate to make gains this cycle.



A Siena poll from April found that 72 percent of New York suburbs opposed congestion pricing. Statewide, the number is lower, but still a majority -- including 54 percent of Democrats.



Transit experts say that such opposition is common among communities acclimating to tolling plans, but not always lasting.



"We know from the experiences of other cities that have implemented congestion pricing that public support is at its nadir right before implementation," said Nicholas Klein, an assistant professor of city and regional planning at Cornell University. "That is when the public, media and politicians panic. But time and again, we see that the sky does not fall."



In her address, Ms. Hochul stressed her commitment to public transit, and ensuring that the transportation authority had the funding it needed to complete long overdue capital projects. But she said that the city's outlook had changed since the plan was approved in 2019.



"Workers were in the office five days a week, crime was at record lows and tourism was at record highs," she said. "Circumstances have changed and we must respond to the facts on the ground."



The decision has the awkward effect of bringing Ms. Hochul, a centrist Democrat who has at times served as a surrogate for President Biden, into alignment with former President 
Donald J. Trump, who has derided the plan
, as well as her predecessor, Andrew M. Cuomo, who championed the concept as governor but now questions its timing.



To halt implementation of the plan, Ms. Hochul needs only the approval of the authority's board, which she controls. But without the projected $1 billion a year for the city's buses and subways, the transit system could quickly fall into crisis.



Ms. Hochul could fill that gap, at least temporarily, with money from the state's reserves. But she is also said to be looking at a more durable revenue source, possibly in the form of a tax on city businesses, which would require the approval of the State Legislature.



The transportation agency has already invested heavily in infrastructure to implement the pricing plan, including $507 million it paid to a Nashville company.



In New York City, Mayor Eric Adams endorsed Ms. Hochul's move. "I think that if she's looking at analyzing what other ways we can do it and how we do it correctly, I'm all for it," Mr. Adams said Wednesday at an unrelated news conference on Staten Island.



Mr. Adams, who has not been a strong proponent of congestion pricing, said he was worried that charging vehicles to enter Lower Manhattan would be an undue burden for "everyday New Yorkers" and potentially affect the city's economic recovery from the pandemic.



"We have to get it right," the mayor said, noting that he had been communicating with the governor over the last few days. "This is a major shift in our city and it must be done correctly."



Reporting was contributed by 
Nicholas Fandos
, 
Jeffery C. Mays
 and 
Claire Fahy
.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/05/nyregion/congestion-pricing-pause-hochul.html
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The G.O.P. Push for Post-Verdict Payback: 'Fight Fire With Fire'



Republican leaders in and out of government are publicly pushing to prosecute Democrats as legal retribution for Donald Trump's felony conviction.




Stephen K. Bannon was one of many Republican allies of former President Donald J. Trump who called for revenge prosecutions in response to his felony conviction last week.




By Jonathan Swan, Maggie Haberman and Charlie Savage


Jun 05, 2024


Republican allies of Donald J. Trump are calling for revenge prosecutions and other retaliatory measures against Democrats in response to his felony conviction in New York.



Within hours of a jury finding Mr. Trump guilty last week, the anger congealed into demands for action. Since then, prominent G.O.P. leaders in and out of government have demanded that elected Republicans use every available instrument of power against Democrats, including targeted investigations and prosecutions.



The intensity of anger and open desire for using the criminal justice system against Democrats after the verdict surpasses anything seen before in Mr. Trump's tumultuous years in national politics. What is different now is the range of Republicans who are saying retaliation is necessary and who are no longer cloaking their intent with euphemisms.



Stephen Miller, a former senior adviser to Mr. Trump who still helps guide his thinking on policy, 
blared
 out a directive on Fox News after a jury found Mr. Trump guilty of falsifying financial records to cover up a 2016 campaign hush-money payment to a porn actress. Mr. Miller posed a series of questions to Republicans at every level, including local district attorneys.



"Is every House committee controlled by Republicans using its subpoena power in every way it needs to right now?" he demanded. "Is every Republican D.A. starting every investigation they need to right now?"



"Every facet of Republican Party politics and power has to be used right now to go toe-to-toe with Marxism and beat these Communists," Mr. Miller said, using the catchall slurs Trump allies routinely use against Democrats.



Stephen K. Bannon, the former chief strategist to Mr. Trump, said in a text message to The New York Times on Tuesday that now was the moment for obscure Republican prosecutors around the country to make a name for themselves by prosecuting Democrats.



Mr. Bannon was convicted in a federal prosecution for failing to comply with a congressional subpoena in the Jan. 6 investigation, and faces trial in September in a New York state court -- before the same judge who oversaw Mr. Trump's trial -- in a charity fraud case.



"There are dozens of ambitious backbencher state attorneys general and district attorneys who need to 'seize the day' and own this moment in history," Mr. Bannon wrote.



And Senator Marco Rubio of Florida, the top Republican on the Senate Intelligence Committee who is in contention to be Mr. Trump's running mate, 
wrote on X
 that President Biden was "a demented man propped up by wicked & deranged people" and it was now time to "fight fire with fire" -- using flame emojis to represent the fire.



Officials with the Trump campaign did not respond to requests for comment.




Stephen Miller, a former senior adviser to Mr. Trump, called on Republicans in the House and in district attorney offices to retaliate by investigating Democrats.




Seeking retribution through the justice system is hardly a new concept for Mr. Trump. In 2016, he echoed and encouraged chants of "lock her up" against his opponent, Hillary Clinton, whom the authorities had declined to prosecute for using a private email server while she was secretary of state.



While president, Mr. Trump repeatedly told aides he wanted the Justice Department to indict his political enemies. The Justice Department opened various investigations of Mr. Trump's adversaries but did not ultimately bring charges -- infuriating Mr. Trump and 
contributing to a split in 2020 with his attorney general, William P. Barr
. Last year, Mr. Trump promised that if elected again, he would 
appoint a "real special prosecutor" to "go after" Mr. Biden and his family
.



Now, it remains unclear whether calls for legal retribution will amount to much in the way of actual prosecutions, at least in the short term. Without control of the White House, people close to Mr. Trump are urging district attorneys and attorneys general in red states to start aggressively targeting Democrats for unspecified crimes.



A central tenet of their argument is that the four criminal cases in four different jurisdictions against Mr. Trump are illegitimate and nothing more than political weaponization of the justice system. They continue to put forward the theory, without evidence, that all four cases are the result of a conspiracy by Mr. Biden -- implicitly or explicitly rejecting the notion that Mr. Trump has been charged with crimes based on evidence.



But based on their premise that the charges -- and now convictions in the fraudulent business records case -- are baseless and were invented for political reasons, they are arguing that Republican prosecutors not only should but can do the same thing to Democrats. In short, having accused Democrats of "lawfare" -- or using the law to wage war against political opponents -- Republicans are saying they should respond in kind.



Some veteran Republican lawyers have sought to dress up the need for such retribution as a matter of constitutional principle. Among those calling for eye-for-an-eye prosecutions is John C. Yoo, a University of California, Berkeley, law professor best known as the author of once-secret Bush administration legal memos declaring that the president can lawfully violate legal limits on torturing detainees and wiretapping without warrants.



"In order to prevent the case against Trump from assuming a permanent place in the American political system, Republicans will have to bring charges against Democratic officers, even presidents," Professor Yoo 
wrote in an essay
 published by The National Review.



He added: "Only retaliation in kind can produce the deterrence necessary to enforce a political version of mutual assured destruction; without the threat of prosecution of their own leaders, Democrats will continue to charge future Republican presidents without restraint."



Mr. Trump's closest allies on Capitol Hill are less bothered about finding a high-minded constitutional rationale.



"President Biden should just be ready because on Jan. 20 of next year when he's former President Joe Biden, what's good for the goose is good for the gander," 
said
 Representative Ronny Jackson, a Texas Republican and close Trump ally, in an appearance on the pro-Trump network Newsmax.



Mr. Jackson said: "I am going to encourage all of my colleagues and everybody that I have any influence over as a member of Congress to aggressively go after the president and his entire family, his entire crime family, for all of the misdeeds that are out there right now related to this family."



Some of the rhetoric has gone even further.



"Not just jail, they should get the death penalty," 
said
 Laura Loomer, a far-right and anti-Muslim activist with a history of expressing bigoted views, in a podcast appearance after the verdict. Ms. Loomer, a onetime 
Republican nominee
 for a House seat in Florida, is not officially part of the Trump campaign. Mr. Trump, however, has praised her as "
very special
," invited her to travel with him on his private plane and has 
met with her
 at his private clubs.



On social media, there has been an 
explosion
 of violent rhetoric and threats against the judge in the New York criminal case, Juan M. Merchan, and the Manhattan district attorney, Alvin L. Bragg, who brought the charges against Mr. Trump.



Representative Jim Jordan of Ohio, a close Trump ally who is chairman of the House Judiciary Committee, sent a letter this week demanding testimony by Mr. Bragg and one of his top trial lawyers in the case, Matthew Colangelo.



Mr. Bragg's office has not yet responded to the letter, but the demand appears to set the stage for an eventual subpoena and court fight. After the indictment last year, Mr. Jordan subpoenaed a former prosecutor in Mr. Bragg's office, Mark Pomerantz, who eventually sat for a deposition about the investigation.



Mr. Jordan this week also 
proposed barring federal law enforcement grants
 from going to Mr. Bragg's office and to the office of the district attorney in Fulton County, Ga., where Mr. Trump is facing state charges over attempted subversion of the 2020 election.



Speaker Mike Johnson went on Fox News and called on the Supreme Court to "
step in
" and overturn the Manhattan conviction, granting Mr. Trump immunity from prosecution. In the Senate, a group of Trump allies signed a letter declaring that they will 
oppose
 major legislation and Biden administration nominees, although they tend not to vote for Biden policies and nominees anyway.




Speaker Mike Johnson called on the Supreme Court to overturn Mr. Trump's conviction and grant him immunity from prosecution.




But the more extreme calls for not just oversight scrutiny and political obstructionism but revenge prosecutions are coming from former senior Trump administration officials and people close to the former president who are expected to play even larger roles in a potential second term. Their message is often apocalyptic.



There is no longer any room, they argue, 
for weaklings
 who fetishize decency and restraint.



Mike Davis, a former top Senate Judiciary Committee lawyer who is a close associate of Mr. Trump, is calling for an investigation of the investigators, similar to how the Justice Department under Mr. Trump used the special counsel investigation led by John Durham in 
a yearslong, unsuccessful attempt to find a basis to accuse high-level Obama administration officials of a crime
 because of the Russia investigation.



"The Republican attorneys general in Georgia and Florida and the county attorney in Maricopa County, Ariz., need to open investigations" into the prosecutors and investigators pursuing the indictments of Mr. Trump and his allies, Mr. Davis said. He added, "Then on Day 1, when he wins, President Trump needs to open a criminal civil rights investigation."



Jeff Clark, a former Trump Justice Department official who has been indicted in the Georgia election case for his role in helping Mr. Trump's attempt to overturn the 2020 vote in that state, has offered another suggestion. He has 
called
 for "brave" district attorneys in conservative areas to file lawsuits in federal court against people involved in criminal cases against Mr. Trump, under federal laws that allow people to seek monetary damages from government officials who violate their constitutional rights.



His theory is that the cases are a conspiracy to prevent Mr. Trump from effectively running for president. It remains unclear, however, why local criminal prosecutors would have legal standing to go into federal court and bring such lawsuits. A spokeswoman for Mr. Clark's employer, the Center for Renewing America, a pro-Trump think tank, did not respond to a request for comment.



But there is no room on this issue for moderate or traditional Republicans, such as Larry Hogan, a former governor of Maryland and a star G.O.P. recruit to run for the Senate in the blue state. Mr. Hogan erred unforgivably in the eyes of the Trump team when he implored Americans "to respect the verdict and the legal process" regardless of the outcome.



Chris LaCivita, a top Trump adviser, 
addressed
 Mr. Hogan in a post on X: "You just ended your campaign." And even though a victory by Mr. Hogan could make the difference between whether Republicans or Democrats control the Senate next year, Mr. Trump's daughter-in-law Lara Trump, who is also the co-chair of the Republican National Committee, 
said on CNN
 that Mr. Hogan "doesn't deserve the respect of anyone in the Republican Party."



Luke Broadwater
 contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/05/us/politics/trump-conviction-gop-revenge.html
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Some 170 miles southwest of the celebrated landing beaches in Normandy, the remains of a D-Day site few visit peek out from behind trees in rural Brittany.



Overgrown with moss and ivy, the stone farm buildings were the former headquarters of the Saint-Marcel Maquis -- thousands of local French resistance fighters who had gathered in response to coded Allied calls over BBC radio to prepare for an invasion. Among them were French army commandos parachuted in to block the Nazis from sending reinforcements to the beaches.



But before the operation could be put into full swing, the camp was discovered by the Nazis and destroyed. Dozens of fighters were hunted down and killed. In retribution, most buildings in the surrounding area were burned and hundreds of locals were executed.



It's a wound of tragic heroism that few in France know about, let alone commemorate.




Marcel Bergamasco, 99, in his garden in Ploermel, France. He is the last Saint-Marcel fighter alive and able to recount his experience.




President Emmanuel Macron of France aimed to change that when he presided over a ceremony on Wednesday in Plumelec, the nearby village where French commandos landed early in the morning of D-Day as the first Allied planes and gliders were arriving in Normandy. One of the members of that elite French unit, Emile Bouetard, was shot dead by soldiers with the German army. He is considered among the first Allied casualties of D-Day.



"The bravery and determination of these united fighters played a major role in the liberation of our country," Mr. Macron said before the crowd gathered, braving intermittent rain spells typical of the region. "Their heroic actions leave an indelible mark on our history."



The president's visit -- and accompanying history lesson -- was the latest in a 
year of events planned
 to celebrate the country's release from the Nazis' grip 80 years ago. Unlike many of his predecessors, Mr. Macron has chosen to memorialize not only the valiant and brave, but also the shameful and forgotten -- including a site where French resistance fighters were killed by French militia members who were working with the Nazi regime.



Some critics have derided the events as "
memory inflation
," but others note that they come at a time when the country should be contemplating its past ghosts. The head of an advisory board of historians, Denis Peschanski, says 
the events
 are aimed at achieving "historical equilibrium."



For many in this pocket of Brittany, the presidential homage came as a long-awaited recognition. The last French leader to visit the area for a ceremony was Gen. Charles de Gaulle in 1947 -- and he was not president at the time.



"It's a good thing," said Marcel Bergamasco, the last Saint-Marcel fighter alive and able to recount his experience. He is 99. "It's a recognition that what happened in Saint-Marcel mattered."




The ruins of the Nouette farm, which was chosen by the Free French Air Operations Bureau as a parachute drop site for the Morbihan resistance, in Ploermel, France.




Two former commandos from the French unit of the British Special Air Service,
 
both nearing 100 years old, attended the ceremony. For their group, which numbered more than 400 dropped into Brittany over weeks, the moment also felt long overdue.



"For them to be finally recognized before they die, it feels very poignant," said Claude Jacir, the president of the Association of Families of S.A.S. paratroopers with Free France. "They are the last keepers of memory. They really hope their history doesn't fall into oblivion."



Ask why this story is so little known in France, and you will get many reasons, including that it happened so far from Normandy, where most of the action took place. It also didn't fit the mold.



The French paratroopers were lethal agents, trained to strike and then disappear. Their instructions were to blow up bridges, rail lines and telephone lines to confuse and detain the Nazis from rushing up to Normandy, then move on.



But when they arrived at the headquarters, which teemed with untrained volunteers from across the region, their leader felt obliged to stay. He radioed for backups to be parachuted in, along with many hundreds of containers of weapons and ammunition. Even four jeeps were floated down.



For more than a week after D-Day, the forested, 1,235-acre area dotted with cow pastures and manors in the region of Morbihan transitioned into a training camp.



After four years of occupation, the locals felt suddenly liberated. They called the area "Little France" and set up a sick bay, auto shop, cobbling service and field kitchen with bakers who prepared bread around the clock.




A bicycle belonging to Denisse Josse, an intelligence and liaison officer with the Saint-Marcel Maquis, at the Brittany Resistance Museum. Messages were hidden in the bike's handlebars. 




But early on the morning of June 18, the camp was discovered by a German patrol that sent armored reinforcements from around the region. After a day of fighting, the remaining paratroopers and resistance fighters were forced to flee into the woods. Some were hunted down and shot by enraged Nazis, who had suffered severe losses in the battle. The Nazis then took their fury out on the local residents.



Today one chilling memorial after another mark the roadsides. One honors three residents who were shot the day after the battle, including 83-year-old Francoise Le Blanc. Another commemorates two local women who were sent to Ravensbruck, a large concentration camp for women in northern Germany, as punishment.



The village at the center of the fighting, Saint-Marcel, had to be totally rebuilt after almost every building was burned down. A site off the main road marks where the bodies of six resistance fighters were discovered in an unmarked pit two decades after the war's end.



"I had nightmares every night for 10 years," said Jean-Claude Guil, 85, who has dedicated his retirement to researching the battle that cast a shadow over his life. His father, a local tenant farmer, was among those executed in vengeance.




The site where Germans attacked the Saint-Marcel Maquis on the morning of June 18, 1944. Dozens of fighters were hunted down and killed, and hundreds of local residents were executed.




Their D-Day story was so painful that most locals wanted to forget it for many years, said Tristan Leroy, the director of the nearby Brittany Resistance Museum.



"Some even said if there hadn't been the organized resistance, they wouldn't have burned all the farms and the village, and there wouldn't have been all those executions," he said. "There was an ambivalent feeling about what happened here."



It wasn't until the 1980s, in the face of the rise of the far-right National Front in France and statements by its leader, Jean-Marie Le Pen, 
downplaying the Nazi gas chambers as a "detail" of history,
 that former fighters began to speak out to remind people of Nazi atrocities, Mr. Leroy said. The museum was built around the same time.



"If we hadn't had that battle, where would we be now?" Mr. Bergamasco said during an interview last month in the stone house he built in 1955 in Ploermel, where he lives with his 97-year-old wife, Annette.



He is among the last resistance fighters still alive in France.



"I'm happy with what I did. I regret nothing at all," he said.




Photographs of Mr. Bergamasco and his wife, Annette, when he was part of the French resistance during World War II.




Mr. Bergamasco was 15 in 1940 when, after just months of fighting, France signed an armistice and was occupied by German soldiers. His first acts of resistance were those of teenage fury -- popping German tires with a shiv he carried in his pocket.



As a driver of a truck for his father's construction company, he was often ordered to make deliveries for the Germans. He was recruited by the resistance to deliver intelligence on the German fortifications he visited. That information was later compiled into a hefty secret document with hand-drawn maps called the "Cherry Basket" and smuggled to Britain.



He used his hybrid truck, which ran on charcoal as well as gasoline, to deliver supplies to the resistance. Later, he became part of the Maquis truck squad, driving out at night to pick up the S.A.S. commandos and supplies that were descending from the sky.



When Mr. Bergamasco recounts stories from that time, it's as if he is back in his teenage body and is experiencing them anew. He replays dialogue, impersonates characters and delights in outwitting and often outrunning the Germans.



Even the night he spent in jail, being tortured so badly he would later hemorrhage internally, he spins as another successful escape. "I see the front door opened. Oh! What more could one ask for?" he recounted, his blue eyes twinkling. "I hurtle down the stairs and I am off."




Mr. Bergamasco and Mayor Patrick Le Diffon of Ploermel at a May 8 celebration this year. The date marks the Allied victory in Europe over German forces.




But his memories of the battle of Saint-Marcel are dark. He recalls the sound of his wounded friends suffering in pain, and his helpless feeling of not being able to save them.



And since Russia attacked Ukraine, Mr. Bergamasco has been consumed by worry that the dictatorship he fought against is returning, said Yolande Foucher, one of his two daughters.



"It's his nightmare," she said.



After the ceremony, Mr. Macron laid flowers on the monument to 77 S.A.S. soldiers who were killed. Then, he rushed off to the next commemoration in his D-Day marathon. That one was in Saint-Lo -- the Normandy town so heavily destroyed by Allied bombs on June 6, 1944, it was called "the capital of ruins" by Samuel Beckett, an Irish playwright.
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Israel Secretly Targets U.S. Lawmakers With Influence Campaign on Gaza War



Israel's Ministry of Diaspora Affairs ordered the operation, which used fake social media accounts urging U.S. lawmakers to fund Israel's military, according to officials and documents about the effort.




The campaign focused on more than a dozen members of Congress, including Representative Ritchie Torres, left, and Hakeem Jeffries, the House minority leader.




By Sheera Frenkel


Jun 05, 2024


Israel organized and paid for an influence campaign last year targeting U.S. lawmakers and the American public with pro-Israel messaging, as it aimed to foster support for its actions in the 
war with Gaza
, according to officials involved in the effort and documents related to the operation.



The covert campaign was commissioned by Israel's Ministry of Diaspora Affairs, a government body that connects Jews around the world with the State of Israel, four Israeli officials said. The ministry allocated about $2 million to the operation and hired Stoic, a political marketing firm in Tel Aviv, to carry it out, according to the officials and the documents.



The campaign began in October and remains active on the platform X. At its peak, it used hundreds of fake accounts that posed as real Americans on X, Facebook and Instagram to post pro-Israel comments. The accounts focused on U.S. lawmakers, particularly ones who are Black and Democrats, such as Representative Hakeem Jeffries, the House minority leader from New York, and Senator Raphael Warnock of Georgia, with posts urging them to continue funding Israel's military.



ChatGPT
, the artificial intelligence-powered chatbot, was used to generate many of the posts. The campaign also created three fake English-language news sites featuring pro-Israel articles.



The Israeli government's connection to the influence operation, which The New York Times verified with four current and former members of the Ministry of Diaspora Affairs and documents about the campaign, has not previously been reported. FakeReporter, an Israeli misinformation watchdog, identified the effort in March. Last week, Meta, which owns Facebook and Instagram, and 
OpenAI
, which makes ChatGPT, said they had also found and disrupted the operation.



The secretive campaign signals the lengths Israel was willing to go to sway American opinion on the war in Gaza. The United States has long been one of Israel's staunchest allies, with President Biden recently signing 
a $15 billion military aid package
 for the country. But the conflict has been 
unpopular with many Americans
, who have called for Mr. Biden to withdraw support for Israel in the face of mounting civilian deaths in Gaza. 




An Israeli airstrike in the Gaza Strip on Monday. The secretive influence campaign signals the lengths Israel was willing to go to sway American opinion on the war in Gaza. 




The operation is the first documented case of the Israeli government's organizing a campaign to influence the U.S. government, social media experts said. While coordinated government-backed campaigns are not uncommon, they are typically difficult to prove. 
Iran
, North Korea, 
China
, 
Russia
 and 
the United States
 are widely believed to back similar efforts around the world, but often mask their involvement by outsourcing the work to private companies or running them through a third country.



"Israel's role in this is reckless and probably ineffective," said Achiya Schatz, the executive director of FakeReporter. That Israel "ran an operation that interferes in U.S. politics is extremely irresponsible."



Israel's Ministry of Diaspora Affairs denied involvement in the campaign and said it had no connection to Stoic. Stoic didn't respond to requests for comment.



The campaign didn't have a widespread impact, Meta and OpenAI said last week. The fake accounts accumulated more than 40,000 followers across X, Facebook and Instagram, FakeReporter found. But many of those followers may have been bots and didn't generate a large audience, Meta said.



The operation began just weeks into the war in October, according to Israeli officials and the documents on the effort. Dozens of Israeli tech start-ups received emails and WhatsApp messages that month inviting them to join urgent meetings to become "digital soldiers" for Israel during the war, according to messages viewed by The Times. Some of the emails and messages were sent from Israeli government officials, while others came from tech start-ups and incubators.



The first meeting was held in Tel Aviv in mid-October. It appeared to be an informal gathering where Israelis could volunteer their technical skills to help the country's war effort, three attendees said. Members of several government ministries also took part, they said.



Participants were told that they could be "warriors for Israel" and that "digital campaigns" could be run on behalf of the country, according to recordings of the meetings.



The Ministry of Diaspora Affairs commissioned a campaign aimed at the United States, the Israeli officials said. A budget of about $2 million was set, according to one message viewed by The Times.



Stoic was hired to run the campaign. On its website and on LinkedIn, Stoic says it was founded in 2017 by a team of political and business strategists and calls itself a political marketing and business intelligence firm. Other companies may have been hired to run additional campaigns, one Israeli official said.



Many of the campaign's fake accounts on X, Instagram and Facebook posed as fictional American students, concerned citizens and local constituents. The accounts shared articles and statistics that backed Israel's position in the war.



The operation focused on more than a dozen members of Congress, many of whom are Black and Democrats, according to an analysis by FakeReporter. Representative Ritchie Torres, a Democrat from New York who 
is outspoken about his pro-Israel views
, was targeted in addition to Mr. Jeffries and Mr. Warnock.



Some of the fake accounts responded to posts by Mr. Torres on X by commenting on antisemitism on college campuses and in major U.S. cities. In response to a Dec. 8 post on X by Mr. Torres about fire safety, one fake account replied, "Hamas is perpetrating the conflict," referring to the Islamist militant group. The post included a hashtag that said Jews were being persecuted.



On Facebook, the fake accounts posted on Mr. Jeffries's public page by asking if he had seen a report about the United Nations' employing members of Hamas in Gaza.



Mr. Torres, Mr. Jeffries and Mr. Warnock didn't respond to requests for comment.



The campaign also created three fake news sites with names like Non-Agenda and UnFold Magazine, which stole and rewrote material from outlets including CNN and The Wall Street Journal to promote Israel's stance during the war, according to FakeReporter's analysis. Fake accounts on Reddit then linked to the articles on the so-called news sites to help promote them.



The effort was sloppy. Profile pictures used in some accounts sometimes didn't match the fictional personas they cultivated, and the language used in posts was stilted.



In at least two instances, accounts with profile photos of Black men posted about being a "middle-aged Jewish woman." On 118 posts in which the fake accounts shared pro-Israel articles, the same sentence appeared: "I gotta reevaluate my opinions due to this new information."



Last week, Meta and OpenAI published reports attributing the influence campaign to Stoic. Meta 
said
 it had removed 510 Facebook accounts, 11 Facebook pages, 32 Instagram accounts and one Facebook group tied to the operation. OpenAI 
said
 Stoic had created fictional personas and biographies meant to stand in for real people on social media services used in Israel, Canada and the United States to post anti-Islamic messages. Many of the posts remain on X.



X didn't respond to a request for comment.



On its LinkedIn page, Stoic has promoted its ability to run campaigns backed by A.I. "As we look ahead, it's clear that A.I.'s role in political campaigns is set for a transformative leap, reshaping the way campaigns are strategized, executed and evaluated," it wrote.



By Friday, Stoic had removed those posts from LinkedIn.
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San Diego Is Once Again a Top Migrant Entry Point



Asylum seekers from around the world are trying to enter the United States through California, and immigrant traffic there has reached its highest level in decades.




California has seen a resurgence in migrants crossing near San Diego, and many of them are released at a local transit center that lacks services.




By Jonathan Wolfe
Photographs by Mark Abramson


Jun 04, 2024


From sunrise to sunset, the U.S. Border Patrol buses arrived every hour at a sunbaked parking lot in San Diego.



Dozens of migrants stepped outside each time, many seeming to be confused about what was happening at this trolley hub on a recent weekend. There were no local officials to answer questions. No services. And few ways to reach their next destination in the United States.



For the first time in 25 years, the San Diego region has become a top destination for migrants along the southern United States border, surpassing the number of illegal crossings at areas in Arizona and Texas for several weeks this year, according to data from U.S. Customs and Border Protection.



It has been a surprising turn for a border spot that was the focal point of the bitter national debate over immigration decades ago, before falling out of the spotlight as migrant flows shifted eastward. 



The recent surge in San Diego has been overwhelming enough that a government-funded welcome center exhausted its budget and had to close in February. Since then, the United States Border Patrol has bused migrants to a trolley center and sent them on their way.




After being dropped off at the Iris Avenue Transit Center, many of the migrants head to the San Diego International Airport or find shelter provided by churches or nonprofit organizations in the San Diego area.





Migrants in San Diego often receive few services or assistance after they are dropped off by the Border Patrol. 




Many have been turned away from crowded migrant shelters nearby. Dozens have ended up at the San Diego International Airport, where they have camped out at baggage claim for days at a time as they waited for flights to other destinations.



Nonprofit organizations have tried to fill the void by providing aid and transportation advice to migrants. But volunteers described a predicament for which government officials were unprepared -- and that nonprofits cannot adequately manage themselves.



"The situation is becoming more and more unrealistic," said Catalina Torres, 27, a volunteer for Al Otro Lado, a local nonprofit that has tried to help migrants at the drop-off spot in San Diego. "I don't know how they expect us to keep doing this."



In April, 37,370 people crossed illegally in the San Diego sector and surrendered to the Border Patrol to claim asylum. The highest total that month in Texas was 30,393 at the El Paso sector. The Border Patrol divides the nation into 
20 sectors by geography
, and nine of them are on the border with Mexico.



Facing intense political pressure to slow the surge in migration this election year, President Biden is expected to 
sign an executive order
 on Tuesday that will allow federal officials to block migrants and reject asylum protections once a certain number of illegal crossings occur. The order is expected to face legal challenges, but it has the potential to stem the tide in San Diego and elsewhere if it is carried out as envisioned.



Several factors have led to the growth in immigrant traffic in San Diego, immigration experts said. Among them: Smuggling networks have moved west as the areas in Mexico south of Arizona and Texas have become increasingly dangerous because of organized crime.



At the same time, Tijuana -- the largest city on the northern Mexican border, just across from San Diego -- has drawn an increasing number of migrants from around the world by bus or commercial air travel. In Mexico, a crackdown on immigrants from Central America has slowed migration into Texas, but it has had less of an effect on people reaching Tijuana, especially those arriving from overseas.




Young migrants from Vietnam plan their trip to the airport. They were among the increasingly diverse group of people who have arrived at the southern border. 




In the past, a vast majority of the people who crossed the southern border were from Mexico, Guatemala, Honduras or El Salvador. In April, however, people who immigrated to San Diego came from 98 different countries -- including large groups from China, Brazil and India -- in a surge in people fleeing conflict, climate change, authoritarianism and post-pandemic economic hardship.



"The nationalities are like nothing we've ever seen in any sector anywhere before," said Adam Isacson, a program director at the Washington Office on Latin America, a research and advocacy organization.



Efforts by Gov. Greg Abbott, Republican of Texas, to 
restrict immigration
 may also be having an impact, discouraging migrants from crossing there. Among those efforts is a new state law that allows state and local law enforcement officers to apprehend and expel undocumented immigrants. While the law has been temporarily blocked, experts said that it might already have had a chilling effect. Republicans in Arizona are 
on the verge
 of asking voters to approve a similar law.



California was at the center of immigration fights three decades ago, which may be hard to fathom now, given the state's heavy Democratic tilt.



Hundreds of activists would gather at night along the border to park their cars and shine their headlights south toward Mexico to protest against illegal immigration. In 1994, an ominous political ad backed by Gov. Pete Wilson, a Republican running for re-election at the time, showed black-and-white footage of migrants dashing between vehicles at a border checkpoint as a narrator said, "They keep coming."



That year, voters passed Proposition 187, which prohibited undocumented immigrants from receiving various state services. They also gave Mr. Wilson a second term after he tied his lot to the ballot initiative.




Migrants have traveled from all over the world, including from Colombia, Ecuador, Guatemala, China and Vietnam on a recent day.





Monica ManoBanda and her husband, Alexander ManoBanda, embraced after he arrived on a separate bus to the transit center. They had come to the United States from Ecuador.




California political experts often say that the 1994 campaign year was a chief factor in driving Latino voters away from the Republican Party and that it laid the groundwork for today's Democratic control of the state government. Over the past decade, the state has declared itself a sanctuary state and offered state-funded health care to undocumented immigrants, a full rejection of the 1990s policies.



California's political climate may be yet another reason migrants are heading to San Diego.



More immigrants than ever before are using social media apps like TikTok, Facebook or WhatsApp, experts said, where they can share the experiences they have had entering the country. That's what led Leidy Restrepo, 38, and her partner, Paula Arevalo, 31, to a shelter in San Diego.



They said they left their hometown, Ibague, Colombia, after enduring years of anti-L.G.B.T.Q. harassment. Ms. Restrepo said that after she was assaulted by a group of men, she and Ms. Arevalo booked a vacation package to Tabasco, Mexico, and eventually flew to Tijuana, where they paid $1,500 each to smugglers to cross the border.



They were in touch with other L.G.B.T.Q. immigrants on their journey north and chose to cross the border in California, Ms. Restrepo said, "because the myth is that in San Diego immigration welcomes you with better treatment."



Migration patterns along the southern border have become harder to predict in recent years and can change rapidly. Border crossings at the Tucson sector in Arizona had been in decline, but recently saw an uptick that surpassed the number of crossings in San Diego. 



During the last federal fiscal year, which ended Sept. 30, about 230,000 people crossed illegally into the United States near San Diego and surrendered to officers to claim asylum. In the first seven months of the current fiscal year, agents have already encountered more than 220,000 people. San Diego is on pace this year to surpass any annual total since the late 1990s.



The agency is moving personnel and other resources to "the most active and arduous areas along our borders where migrants are callously placed by for-profit smuggling organizations, often without proper preparation," Erin Waters, an agency spokeswoman, said. She said the average number of migrant encounters in San Diego had dropped in early May as a result, but added that more federal funding was needed.




Migrants from Latin America wait for word from their loved ones after being separated from them in detention.




Until February, a migrant center operated on $6 million from San Diego County to help new arrivals. But the site closed after exhausting its funding. Last year, the state provided $150 million to faith-based groups to help migrants, but that funding may be cut starting in July because the state has a $28 billion deficit.



"This issue transcends the San Diego border," Nora Vargas, chairwoman of the San Diego County Board of Supervisors, said in a statement. She said that federal immigration reform was necessary and that the county was "committed to ensuring a humane and welcoming entry for all those seeking asylum in our community."



Families with young children are still being connected with service providers or shelters. But individual migrants are being released on the street, perhaps the most visible sign that San Diego is struggling to respond to the influx.



"This is something that every border city wants to avoid," Mr. Isacson said, adding that most of the immigrants didn't plan on staying in San Diego. "They have destinations in the U.S. interior, but they can't get there without at least some assistance."



Ms. Torres, the nonprofit volunteer, says she fills out family reunification forms on her phone, confronts taxi drivers who try to fleece migrants and de-escalates tense situations with "anti-immigrant agitators" who have harassed migrants and aid workers.



She was one of only two people who helped at the trolley hub on a recent morning. With hundreds of people arriving each day, she said, she doesn't take breaks and avoids drinking liquids to reduce trips to the bathroom.




Dozens of migrants have ended up at the San Diego International Airport, where they have camped out at baggage claim for days at a time as they wait for flights to other destinations.




"We're like an impromptu welcome center," she said. "But it's just us, broken, in the wild, wild West, on the street, with our dying phones and our dehydrated bodies."



For months, a mutual aid group called We All We Got San Diego has been helping migrants stranded at the airport and distributing meals and toiletries there. But as the number of immigrants soared, the group ran out of funds and is now relying solely on donations.



"I cannot fathom how you could have 800 to a thousand people being released a day and have absolutely no county or government involvement, no federal, no city, no nothing," Krystle Johnson, a volunteer at the organization, said.



She was particularly critical of Washington leaders for failing to address the border problem. A bipartisan enforcement bill has been 
rejected twice
 by Senate Republicans at the urging of former President Donald J. Trump.



In San Diego, "the biggest conversation is like, Who should take care of it?" Ms. Johnson said. "And right now it's nobody because everybody is arguing amongst themselves."



Miriam Jordan
 contributed reporting from Los Angeles.
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Boeing Carries NASA Astronauts to Orbit in 'Milestone' Starliner Flight




The Starliner lifting off from Cape Canaveral on Wednesday, Boeing's first mission with astronauts aboard, who would take about a day to reach the International Space Station.




By Kenneth Chang


Jun 05, 2024


After two trips to the launchpad that did not end up going to space, two NASA astronauts finally headed to orbit on Wednesday in a vehicle built by Boeing, the aerospace giant.



The first trip of Starliner, a 15-foot-wide capsule, with astronauts on board comes four years and six days after SpaceX, the other company that NASA has hired to provide astronaut rides, 
launched its first mission with astronauts
 to the International Space Station. Boeing is now set to also provide that service, but a series of costly delays repeatedly kept astronauts from flying the company's vehicle earlier. SpaceX, once seen as an upstart, has flown 13 crews to orbit in total.



The long awaited flight of the Boeing vehicle is the latest step in NASA's efforts to rely more heavily on the private sector for its human spaceflight program.



"This is another milestone in this extraordinary history of NASA," Bill Nelson, the NASA administrator said during a news conference after the launch.



When Starliner arrives at the space station on Thursday, it will join a SpaceX Crew Dragon capsule already docked there. NASA officials have steadfastly said that they want to have two different American spacecraft capable of taking astronauts to orbit.



"We always like to have a backup," Mr. Nelson said. "That makes it safer for our astronauts."



If the vehicle's mission goes well, it will also provide some good news for Boeing, whose aviation safety record is under heavy scrutiny after a side panel of an Alaska Airlines jet blew out during a flight earlier this year.



The space division of Boeing has also been under pressure, with work on Starliner stretching years longer than either the company or NASA had expected. Technical pitfalls included inadequate software testing, corroded propellant valves, flammable tape and a key component in the parachute system that turned out to be weaker than expected.




Astronauts Butch Wilmore, left, and Suni Williams leaving the Operations and Checkout Building at Cape Canaveral Wednesday morning.




A few minutes before launch, Butch Wilmore, the mission commander, said: "Let's put some fire in this rocket. Let's push it to the heavens."



Suni Williams, the other member of the crew who serves as pilot, added, "Let's go, Calypso, take us to space and back," referring to the name she had given the capsule, after the ship used by the oceanographer Jacques Cousteau.



At 10:52 a.m. Eastern time, the engines of an Atlas V rocket ignited, lifting the Starliner spacecraft on an arcing path to space. The launch and early parts of today's flight in orbit provided a welcome relief, unfolding smoothly.



"I'm smiling, believe me," said Mark Nappi, the Boeing official in charge of Starliner. "But it's a little bit of controlled emotion, because there's a lot of phases to this mission. And we just completed the first one."



A minor glitch involved a system that provides cooling during the ride to orbit. The cooling system, known as a sublimator, used a bit more water than expected. Once in orbit, the spacecraft switched to a different cooling system, a radiator, and while engineers will investigate what happened, it will not affect the mission.



Mr. Wilmore and Ms. Williams are scheduled to dock with the station at 12:15 p.m. on Thursday.



Along the way, Mr. Wilmore and Ms. Williams will take time to test out manually flying the spacecraft, something that is usually not necessary except in emergencies. The life support systems will also be fully checked.



The astronauts will then spend at least eight days at the space station before returning to Earth. The mission has 87 test objectives altogether. "There's a lot of, I'll call them ergonomic types of flight test objectives," Mr. Nappi said. "How do the seats fit? How do the suits work? How do the displays look?"



After the mission, NASA and Boeing will review data from the flight to complete certification of Starliner. The spacecraft would then be ready to begin once-a-year operational flights to ferry NASA crews for six-month stays at the space station. Each Starliner capsule -- Boeing has two for orbital missions -- is designed for 10 missions.



The path to Wednesday's flight was years in the making.



In 2014, 
NASA awarded contracts to Boeing and SpaceX
, the rocket company run by Elon Musk, to build replacements for the space shuttles that had taken astronauts to and from the space station before being retired in 2011. NASA had started paying Russia to fly its astronauts to orbit on Soyuz rockets.



Congress was skeptical, repeatedly cutting money that NASA had sought for the commercial crew program. At the time, SpaceX was ascendant, but was not the dominant force it has become today in the rocket launch industry. The selection of Boeing helped reassure lawmakers that NASA was making a sound investment.



NASA originally said Starliner and SpaceX's Crew Dragon could be ready by 2017.



Both companies took longer than planned, a not uncommon occurrence in the aerospace industry.



But in December 2019, Boeing appeared to be in the homestretch. Then a test of Starliner with no astronauts on board 
went awry
 because of software problems, and a planned docking was called off. NASA labeled the flight a "high-visibility close call," because the software flaws could have led to the destruction of the spacecraft if they had not been fixed before re-entry.




The Starliner capsule in April, rolling out of the commercial crew and cargo processing facility at Cape Canaveral.




Boeing and NASA decided to repeat the uncrewed test, but 
that test was delayed by corroded propellant valves
 and Starliner did not launch again until May 2022.



More issues then emerged. Protective tape that was wrapped around wiring insulation turned out to be flammable, and a key but weak component in the parachute system could have broken if Starliner's three parachutes did not deploy properly.



Those delays cost Boeing $1.4 billion, and while Starliner remained on the ground, SpaceX launched nine crewed missions for NASA (one, Crew-8, is currently docked at the station) and four additional commercial missions with non-NASA passengers aboard.



This year's round of launch attempts started on May 6. That flight was scuttled by a misbehaving valve on the Atlas V rocket. A small helium leak was then discovered in the Starliner's propulsion system, leading to several weeks of investigation.



A second launch attempt on Saturday ticked down to 3 minutes and 50 seconds before liftoff, until the computers that autonomously handle the final parts of the launch sequence encountered a problem and halted the countdown.



Over the next few days, technicians replaced a faulty power component, setting the stage for the successful launch on Wednesday.



Niraj Chokshi
 contributed reporting.
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Allies Warn Former Fighter Pilots Not to Train Chinese Military Members



A new bulletin says China is trying to step up recruitment of Western-trained fighter pilots to improve its air combat capability.




A Chinese J-20 stealth fighter jet in 2021. Intelligence officials say Beijing has intensified a campaign to recruit Western pilots to train the Chinese military.




By Julian E. Barnes and Helene Cooper


Jun 05, 2024


For years, U.S. officials have accused China of stealing American technology to design and build fighter planes. But while China learned how to build advanced fighters, its pilots could not fly them so well.



That may be starting to change, according to American officials.



U.S. and allied intelligence officials warned on Wednesday that Beijing was intensifying a campaign to entice former fighter pilots from Western nations to train Chinese pilots.



The United States, Britain, Canada, Australia and New Zealand -- an intelligence-sharing partnership known as the Five Eyes -- said in a bulletin that China's People's Liberation Army was trying to tap the "skills and expertise of these individuals" to improve its own air operations.



"To overcome their shortcomings, China's People's Liberation Army has been aggressively recruiting Western military talent to train their aviators, using private firms around the globe that conceal their P.L.A. ties and offer recruits exorbitant salaries," said Michael C. Casey, the director of the U.S. National Counterintelligence and Security Center.



China has been building up its air and naval forces, and leaders in Beijing have warned that they could eventually be open to using force to unite their country with Taiwan. American officials, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss the findings, say there is little doubt that Chinese fighter pilots appear to be getting better.



But officials debate how much of the improvement can be attributed to training by foreign pilots versus an increase in hours that Chinese pilots are logging in homegrown training programs.



Officials say China's efforts to entice pilots to train the People's Liberation Army stretch back years but have intensified. Britain issued a warning in September after it strengthened laws against training foreign pilots



American officials said the Chinese military has set up a number of nominally independent training centers in several countries, including South Africa, Kenya, Laos, Malaysia, Singapore and Thailand. They say the recruited pilots have been offered the chance to fly in a variety of exotic and advanced planes and paid hundreds of thousands of dollars for their services.



While the pilots may not initially know they are training the Chinese military, it quickly becomes apparent, according to officials briefed on the findings.



Officials would not say how many allied pilots have been involved in training the Chinese military, but American officials said it was easily in the dozens. Britain has reported that at least 30 former British pilots have trained the Chinese military. Three Canadian former pilots, seven from New Zealand and a group from Germany have also been accused of training China's military.



In addition to the centers in other countries, training has also occurred in China, according to American officials. In 2022, a Chinese fighter plane crashed and the pilots ejected. In a videotape of the incident, one of the pilots on the ground is a Westerner speaking English.



In September, Gen. Charles Q. Brown Jr., then the head of the U.S. Air Force but who later became the chairman of the Joint Chiefs, warned American aviators against assisting the Chinese. "The People's Liberation Army wants to exploit your knowledge and skill to fill gaps in their military capability," 
he wrote in a memo to Air Force service members.



Asked at a news briefing on Wednesday how the Pentagon would get American pilots to refrain from training their Chinese counterparts, Sabrina Singh, the deputy press secretary, said that "loyalty for your country" was something the Defense Department "always imparts" on service members.



Teaching advanced warfighting skills to foreign nationals can quickly bring legal action. In addition to banning weapons sales, the Arms Export Control Act also prohibits training of foreign militaries without the permission of the U.S. government.



The United States has been trying to bring a former Marine pilot, 
Daniel Duggan,
 to trial on charges that he trained Chinese pilots.



Mr. Duggan was indicted in 2017, on charges that he trained Chinese pilots in 2010 and 2012. But the indictment was not unsealed until 2022, when he was arrested in Australia. Mr. Duggan denies the accusation and has been fighting his extradition to the United States.



Intelligence officials said the bulletin released on Wednesday was meant to deter current or former service members from engaging in training. Mr. Casey said such efforts would "put their military colleagues at risk and erode our national security."



American officials say China has not only tried to learn American and allied air tactics from former pilots. It has also stepped up 
surveillance of military exercises using drones, balloons and other technology
, efforts that sometimes have led to reports of unidentified objects near military bases.



Pentagon officials have attributed some 
puzzling sightings of unidentified objects
 to relatively ordinary drone technology. They say surveillance, by drones and balloons, is part of Beijing's effort to learn more about how American fighter planes fly off aircraft carriers and conduct operations.
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How a Retirement Withdrawal Can Lead to a Perjury Conviction



A prominent lawyer was recently sentenced to home confinement for falsely claiming hardship to withdraw funds. How desperate must you be to take money out?








By Ron Lieber


Jun 01, 2024


Sometimes, it's illegal to spend money that you set aside for yourself.



When you save money in many types of workplace retirement accounts, the Internal Revenue Service doesn't collect income taxes on that money until it's time to take it out, when you're older.



Need money before then? Certain types of "hardship" withdrawals are permissible. But you must have a very good reason, and you definitely can't lie about it.



Last week, a sentencing hearing took place after a rare case involving this sort of legal violation. Federal prosecutors had won convictions against Marilyn Mosby, the former Baltimore prosecutor who may be best known for pursuing charges against the police officers in connection with the death of 
Freddie Gray
 in 2015, for both 
impermissible withdrawals
 and making 
a false mortgage application
 when she bought a condo in Florida.



Ms. Mosby will spend up to 
12 months in home confinement
, absent a successful appeal or a presidential pardon, which 
she has requested
.



Her case is a complicated one, given that 
the sentence
 isn't just for impermissible withdrawals. And her false claim of financial hardship to withdraw money from her city retirement account took place during the coronavirus pandemic in 2020, when alternative, one-time-only rules were in effect.



Still, hardship withdrawals are widely available.



What follows are some questions and answers about what happened in Ms. Mosby's case and what the rules actually are. Keep in mind that employers have a fair bit of discretion in how they set up the rules for their retirement plans, and there may be slight differences between the rules for 401(k)s, 403(b)s and 457 plans.



Just to get this straight: Can you really go to jail for taking money out of your own workplace retirement savings account?



Yes. Although the judge allowed Ms. Mosby to avoid prison, prosecutors tried to put her there.



But this was her own money, right?



Technically, the money belongs to the trust that contains the retirement plan, but there are plenty of restrictions on what it can do with money that it holds for participants.



"It's the plan's money that you have certain rights in," said 
Kelsey Mayo
, a lawyer and benefits expert based in Charlotte, N.C. "You may have a right to the money, but you may not have a right to the money right now."



OK, but why do any of these restrictions exist at all?



It's a privilege to wait decades before paying income taxes the way you can with workplace retirement accounts. In exchange, lawmakers want to make sure that people use the money for their own old age and not for other things.



"If you want access at any time, don't take the tax break," Ms. Mayo said.



So how do these 'hardship' exceptions work?



Lawmakers understood that stuff happens, but they only wanted to let people (who are not yet of retirement age) pull money from retirement savings if it was really bad stuff.



So if your employer allows it, you can make a withdrawal if you are experiencing hardship. What does "hardship" mean? Start with whatever definition your employer provides, if any.



In its F.A.Q.
 on these hardship distributions, the I.R.S. says that withdrawals from 401(k) plans must be made because of "an immediate and heavy" need and the amount must be appropriate given the size of the need. You're also supposed to have exhausted "other resources" before turning to a hardship withdrawal.



The I.R.S.'s examples of qualifying needs that an employer could allow include medical expenses, education-related bills, the threat of eviction or foreclosure and funeral costs.



You'll generally pay taxes on hardship withdrawals, and you can't pay the money back to your retirement plan the way you can when you take out a 401(k) or similar loan.



Are the early withdrawal rules different for individual retirement accounts?



Yes, they are 
more lenient
 but there are still taxes in many instances.



The hardship rules for workplace retirement plans changed in 2020, just for that year. What was different?



The primary change was a looser definition of hardship. People could withdraw up to $100,000 if they, as 
a memo
 from Ms. Mosby's retirement plan administrator put it, experienced "adverse financial consequences as a result of being quarantined, furloughed, laid off, suffering reduced work hours or are unable to work due to lack of child care."



What hardship did Ms. Mosby claim and how did prosecutors convince a jury that it wasn't true?



Ms. Mosby kept her day job during the pandemic, but she also started a couple of side businesses -- before the coronavirus outbreaks began -- that she said were affected in 2020.



The jury didn't believe her hardship was real, even though the administrator of her 457 plan, Nationwide, had allowed her withdrawal. (She bought two properties in Florida within months of the withdrawals.)



Did federal prosecutors charge lots of people with committing similar crimes in 2020?



No. I could not find any others, and the U.S. attorney's office in Maryland declined to comment on the existence of other cases. If anyone knows of any, please send them my way.



Have people been in legal trouble for hardship withdrawal fraud in general?



There seems to be only a handful of cases in the last 20 years. Some involve individuals who lied about their circumstances and plans for the money. Others involve people who helped their colleagues make improper hardship withdrawals.



How much do I have to worry about getting in trouble for making an impermissible hardship withdrawal?



If you tell the truth, you have nothing to worry about. But a recent change in federal law could make it easier for more people to stretch the truth.



One result of the 
Secure 2.0 Act of 2022
 is that it may become more likely for employers to let employees self-certify their hardship. If an employer allows it, workers can attest to the facts of their situation without needing to give financial documents to an employer to back it up.



Without employers keeping workers in check, people may be more tempted to fib. If they do, it's up to the I.R.S. to sniff it out in any audit, in which case you would almost certainly need documents to prove hardship.



What alternatives should people consider before making a hardship withdrawal
?



If you're in a tough spot, you may well have thought of most possibilities already. But you may want to consider 
a loan
 from your workplace retirement plan, if it offers that option. Just keep in mind that 
repeated borrowing
 could compromise your savings and force you to work longer or retire with much less money.



Susan Beachy contributed research.
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In February, the United States did something that it had not done in many years -- the country sent more electricity to Canada than it received from its northern neighbor. Then, in March, U.S. electricity exports to Canada climbed even more, reaching their highest level since at least 2010.



The increasing flow of power north is part of a worrying trend for North America: Demand for energy is growing robustly everywhere, but the supply of power -- in Canada's case from giant hydroelectric dams -- and the ability to get the energy to where it's needed are increasingly under strain.



Many energy experts say Canadian hydroelectric plants, which have had to reduce electricity production because of a recent drop in rain and snow, will eventually bounce back. But some industry executives are worried that climate change, which has already been linked to the 
explosive wildfires in Canada last year
, could make it harder to predict when rain and snowfall will return to normal.



"We've all got to be humble in the face of more extreme weather," said Chris O'Riley, president and chief executive of the British Columbia Hydro and Power Authority, which operates hydroelectric dams in western Canada. "We manage from year to year the ups and downs of water, and when we have the downs like we're having, the lower levels, it's common for us to import power, and we expect to continue that this year."



The United States and Canada have long relied on each other because power use tends to peak north of the border during the winter when Canadians use electric heaters, and American electricity use peaks in the summer during air-conditioning season.



The abundance of Canada's hydroelectric power has been a cornerstone of the trade, providing relatively low-cost renewable energy to California, Oregon, Washington State, New York State and New England.



But the supply-and-demand equation for energy is changing. Demand for electricity in many states has been climbing sharply in summer and winter. Some experts predict that winter electricity demand in the United States 
could eclipse
 summer demand by 2050.



At the same time, utilities are increasingly reliant on intermittent resources like solar and wind power. Large hydroelectric plants, once considered a stable source of electricity, have struggled with low reservoirs in California, around Hoover Dam and recently in Canada.



"We are facing real changes in the weather, and we're finding out in real time how that's going to affect hydroelectric operations, pretty much across North America," said Robert McCullough of McCullough Research, a firm based in Portland, Ore., who has been a consultant for corporate customers of Canadian utilities since the 1980s.



In addition, electricity use is expected to climb as people and businesses turn to electric heat pumps, cars and industrial equipment to replace devices that burn oil, natural gas and coal. Demand is also growing because of 
data centers
.



One solution is to build more power lines, something the Biden administration and some states are working on. But energy experts say the United States also ought to add more such connections to Canada. That would allow, for example, solar farms in California to supply Canada when its dams don't have enough water and for Canadian utilities to send more power south when they have an abundance.



"Most models suggest that a more interconnected grid is a better grid," said Shelley Welton, a presidential distinguished professor at the University of Pennsylvania who helped write a recent 
report
 on electric grid reliability and governance. "I do think there is power in being interconnected across North America. We need scenario planning. We need long-term planning."




The Robert-Bourassa hydroelectric dam and its spillway, along La Grande River.




Set among the pine and spruce trees of northern Quebec, the Robert-Bourassa hydroelectric dam represents the promises and challenges inherent in harnessing renewable energy.



The plant's operator, Hydro-Quebec, a utility owned by the Canadian province, built the power plant on a bank of La Grande River as part of a network of stations that can produce more than twice as much electricity as the largest U.S. power plant -- the Grand Coulee Dam on the Columbia River in Washington State.



The La Grande complex has helped Hydro-Quebec become a leading supplier to New York State and New England. But less snow than normal has forced Hydro-Quebec and other Canadian utilities to import more power from the United States in recent months.



"It looks like conditions are abnormally dry," said Gilbert Bennett, president of Water Power Canada, a nonprofit that represents the hydropower industry. "The year-to-year variations are becoming large."



Hydro-Quebec executives say they expect the dry spell to end soon, citing similar stretches in 2004 and 2014. 
Models
 predict an increase in precipitation of 6 to 8 percent for eastern Canada over the next 25 years, the company said.



Serge Abergel, chief operating officer for Hydro-Quebec Energy Services, said Canada's greater reliance on the United States had been a temporary way for hydro plants to save their water. He added that as both countries modernized and expanded their grids with more renewable and efficient resources, they would be able to complement each other.



"The transition is also creating opportunities," Mr. Abergel said during a recent tour of the Robert-Bourassa dam. "You optimize these resources."




Hydro-Quebec built the Robert-Bourassa plant as part of a network of stations that can produce more than twice as much electricity as the largest U.S. power plant.





Less snow than normal has forced Hydro-Quebec and other Canadian utilities to import more power from the United States in recent months.




In general, the United States would prefer to import more power from Canada because it's much cheaper. Hydro-Quebec's residential customers pay about $50 for 1,000 kilowatt-hours of energy, Mr. Abergel said, compared with 
$236 in New York State and $276 on average in New England
.



The company's costs are low because its hydro plants were built and paid off long ago. But bringing that affordable power south is expensive -- Canadian hydro energy costs homeowners in Massachusetts twice as much as it does residents of Quebec, according to an analysis by McCullough Research.



Hydro-Quebec has been building more power lines. It is taking part in one project, the 
Champlain Hudson Power Express
, which is expected to be completed by mid-2026. The $6 billion, roughly 339-mile-long transmission line will connect a substation in La Prairie, near Montreal, to a converter station in Astoria, Queens. The line will be able to deliver enough energy to serve more than a million homes in New York City.



"If you want to transition quickly, you need more transmission," Mr. Abergel said. But, "we're not incentivizing someone to come up with solutions," he added. "We're doing things piecemeal."



Mr. Abergel said Hydro-Quebec would meet all of its obligations to New York and other states despite the dry conditions because it can preserve water by reducing how much electricity its hydro power produces and importing more energy from the United States. This way, the company will still have enough water to export power when energy demand is higher in New York and New England.



But some energy experts are not so sanguine. Mr. McCullough, the consultant, said he worried that global warming could so strain reservoirs that it would no longer be feasible for Canadian utilities to keep enough water in reserve to make it through a very long dry spell.



"Each time we have one of these episodes," Mr. McCullough said, "it's a white-knuckle moment."




Portland General Electric tracks water flows and snowpack in British Columbia from a center in Oregon.




How dependent the utilities in the United States and Canada are on each other is on stark display in Oregon. Portland General Electric, a utility serving about two million residents in the state, tracks water flows and snowpack in British Columbia from an operations center near Portland.



When drought and wildfires threaten areas around the Columbia River, hydroelectric plants and transmission lines that connect Canada, Washington, Oregon and California become vulnerable.



"What we're really concerned about right now is the snowpack is low in Canada," said Darrington Outama, senior director of power operations at Portland General Electric. "What we focus on as a region is how are they doing up there."



In addition to importing electricity from British Columbia, PGE gets power from two small hydroelectric plants in the Bull Run watershed east of Portland.



Oregon's Bull Run rainforest does not get water from the Columbia River. But a severe wildfire like one last summer could force officials to shut down those dams and stop drawing water from Bull Run. If that happened, Portland would have to rely on groundwater, which could in turn affect the Columbia River and hydroelectric dams tied to it.



"We have to think about all of the scenarios," Kristin Anderson, water resources program manager for the Portland Water Bureau, said during a tour of the Bull Run. "We've been seeing more rapid shifts of weather moments. We're planning throughout the season to be ready for anything."




The power station below the upper dam of the Bull Run watershed east of Portland.





Anna Buckley, left, the watershed's protection manager, and Sarah Santner, the resource protection and planning director, during a visit to a part of the watershed that was damaged by the fire. 




Hydroelectric plants often are the lowest priority for water use. As a result, wildfires, low snowpack and drought can lead to significant reductions in their production. If demand for electricity is high at the same time, regional energy grids could buckle.



"There were these historic patterns of power from north to south," Mr. O'Riley of British Columbia Hydro said. "All of those patterns have been upended. Power's flowing in all different directions."



In a twist, California, which suffered a severe drought in recent years, has lately been awash. Blizzards, atmospheric rivers and other storms have covered the state's mountains in snow and topped off reservoirs, enabling its dams to crank out lots of electricity.



The state also recently 
installed many large batteries
 that allow utilities to use the abundant solar power for hours after the sun has set.



California's energy plenitude should be a boon to British Columbia, Oregon and Washington State, but energy executives said there weren't enough transmission lines to carry all of that surplus electricity north where it is needed.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/03/business/energy-environment/canada-hydropower-electric-grids.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Rahul Gandhi, Long on the Ropes, Looks Set for an Unexpected Comeback



The Indian National Congress and its leader registered a far stronger showing in India's elections than many expected.




Rahul Gandhi on Tuesday. "He has finally arrived," one analyst said, citing a substantial gain in vote share for the opposition.




By Sameer Yasir


Jun 05, 2024


Just last year, Rahul Gandhi and the once-powerful party he led, the Indian National Congress, seemed to be on the ropes and little threat to Prime Minister Narendra Modi's consolidation of political power.



Congress had not been a competitive factor in national elections in years, winning fewer and fewer votes each time Mr. Modi's Bharatiya Janata Party was elected. And Mr. Gandhi himself had been convicted on a 
slander charge
 and barred from holding a seat in Parliament.



But on Tuesday, Mr. Gandhi and a broad opposition coalition led by his Congress party registered a far stronger showing than expected in India's elections, setting the stage for an unlikely comeback.



"He has finally arrived," said Rasheed Kidwai, a fellow at the Observer Research Foundation, a think tank in New Delhi. "This time he has improved his vote share by at least 17 million votes, which is very substantial."



On Wednesday, Mr. Modi's party announced that it had reached an agreement to form a governing coalition, including two parties that do not necessarily share its vision. Congress won 99 seats in the 543-seat Parliament, a gain of 47 seats, and the alliance of which it is the leading part won a total of 232.



Congress and its alliance of over two dozen political groups have presented the results as a "moral victory" over a B.J.P. government that they say was trying to change the country's Constitution and have portrayed as anathema to India's identity as a multifaith and secular country.



"The fight was to save the Constitution," Mr. Gandhi, the son, grandson and great-grandson of Congress prime ministers, said as the results poured in.



The first major sign that Congress might be able to contend came in 
May 2023
, just a couple of months after Mr. Gandhi's conviction for slander, when his party won the state government of Karnataka, in the south of India, from the B.J.P.



The lift was temporary; Congress soon lost power in three states it governed to the B.J.P.




A Congress supporter outside the party headquarters in New Delhi on Tuesday.




But at the same time, political experts say, Mr. Gandhi was pushing for changes within the party, India's oldest, which had long resisted overhauling an archaic organizational structure that kept its top leaders isolated from the grass-roots workers who deliver votes.



Feelings that Congress's leaders were corrupt and out of touch resulted in a string of defeats over a number of years and then degenerated into messy infighting within the party.



For the past two years, party members say, Mr. Gandhi has tried to reverse the decline of Congress by surrounding himself with young policy analysts to help him understand the challenges facing India, as well as party veterans with their ears to the ground in towns and villages that Congress was targeting. The party has in addition improved its social media game, trumpeting its messages on platforms like WhatsApp and YouTube.



Mr. Gandhi also raised his profile by 
embarking on two walks
 across India -- meeting farmers in their fields and vegetable sellers on city streets; and drinking tea with recent graduates and gig workers -- in an effort to show common cause with ordinary people.



Perhaps most important, Congress focused on a strategy of reaching out to and cooperating with key regional players across the country whose influence had dimmed under B.J.P. rule.



Congress leaders made a series of "seat-sharing" agreements with regional leaders, big and small, that strengthened the alliance against Mr. Modi's party. To avoid splitting the anti-B.J.P. vote, Congress had its own candidates contest fewer seats. And Mr. Gandhi campaigned vigorously alongside the leaders of like-minded political groups across India.



Throughout the campaign, Mr. Gandhi also won support, party leaders say, by characterizing Mr. Modi as a leader who would destroy India's secular character.



"It is a victory not just for him and our alliance partners but for the millions of poor Indians who voted to protect the secular fabric of this country," said Srinivas B.V., another 
Congress leader
, about Mr. Gandhi. "People showed Modi: 'You are not God, and you can be replaced.'"



Since being voted to power in 2014, Mr. Modi has sought to position Hinduism, the religion of some 80 percent of Indians, at the center of the country's official identity. He also promised to end corruption, overhaul the economy and help India become a "developed nation" by 2047. But after his re-election in 2019, he leaned into Hindu themes to a greater extent.




Prime Minister Narendra Modi speaking to supporters at the headquarters of his party in New Delhi on Tuesday.




Mr. Gandhi's efforts to contrast his vision for India with Mr. Modi's largely paid off, analysts say, even if some members of his party jumped ship and sided with the B.J.P.



Many of the politicians who defected from Congress to the B.J.P. lost their seats, including in West Bengal and Maharashtra, where Congress and its partners did especially well.



Throughout the campaign Mr. Gandhi persistently linked Mr. Modi with Gautam Adani, Asia's richest man, saying the prime minister was working for his tycoon friends, not for the vast majority of Indians who are poor. As if to vindicate this line of attack, over the two days after the election results were announced, the price of Mr. Adani's flagship 
stock
 fell by 14 percent. (It then recovered somewhat on Wednesday.)



"People directly correlate Adani Ji with Modi Ji -- directly," Mr. Gandhi told reporters after the results, using Hindi honorifics for the two men.



Researchers who traveled across India during the voting said Mr. Gandhi had beaten Mr. Modi on his own turf in many places by focusing on issues like the millions of Indians without jobs and the economic difficulties faced by farmers. He also accused the B.J.P. of governance failures and worked with local political groups fighting for social justice and for the empowerment of lower-caste Indians.



Uttar Pradesh, where Mr. Modi made dozens of visits to campaign for local candidates, is one state where the changing fortunes of the two largest political groupings was evident.



The state is India's largest, and accounts for 80 of the Parliament's 543 seats. The B.J.P. recorded its worst performance there since 2009, in part because Mr. Gandhi was able to craft an alliance with a powerful local leader, Akhilesh Yadav.



In addition to the 37 seats picked up by Mr. Yadav's Samajwadi Party, Congress won six, helped by aggressive campaigning by Mr. Gandhi's sister, Priyanka Vadra, who helped defeat a former soap-opera actress who had served as a minister in Mr. Modi's government. The B.J.P. won 33 seats, down from 62 in the previous Parliament.




Congress supporters cheering as early polling data rolled in on Tuesday night.




The election results announced on Wednesday have given a major lift to hundreds of thousands of Congress workers across the country, who were growing tired of the internal infighting that has plagued their party for years.



Outside Congress headquarters in New Delhi, Bansi Lal Meena, a veteran Congress member from the state of Rajasthan, was exultant about his party's performance.



"In villages and on the ground, the B.J.P. spread lies for years against us -- saying that we are anti-Hindu," he said. "They used my religion as a weapon against me to win votes."



He added: "We will show them now because our people are also in Parliament."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/05/world/asia/india-congress-rahul-gandhi.html
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As Ukraine's Summer Starts With Blackouts, Worries Over Winter Begin



Recent rolling power outages have raised alarm about what will happen when cold weather arrives and energy consumption goes even higher.




An apartment building with only one lighted window during a blackout in Kyiv, Ukraine, on Sunday.




By Constant Meheut and Oleksandra Mykolyshyn


Jun 05, 2024


Skyscrapers are without electricity up to 12 hours a day. Neighborhoods are filled with the roar of gas generators installed by cafes and restaurants. And at night, streets are plunged into darkness for lack of lighting.



That is the new reality in Ukraine, where the approach of summer has offered no respite for the country's power grid, but has instead brought a return to the kind of energy crisis experienced during its first winter at war, a year and a half ago.



In recent months, Russian missile and drone attacks on Ukraine's power plants and substations have left the country's energy infrastructure severely hobbled. To make matters worse, two nuclear power plant units are scheduled for repairs this week, and summer temperatures are expected to prompt people to turn on their air-conditioners.



As a result, the Ukrainian authorities have ordered nationwide rolling blackouts for this week, a more aggressive measure than the regional and irregular power cuts that parts of the country had been experiencing earlier this spring.



Volodymyr Kudrytskyi, the head of Ukraine's national electricity operator, Ukrenergo, 
said on Sunday
 that the power shortage facing the country this week would be "in a rather serious volume."



Ukrenergo said emergency blackouts were applied in seven of Ukraine's 24 regions on Tuesday.



While power shortages in the summer can leave people uncomfortably hot in dark apartments, they pose a more deadly risk in the winter.



And already, Ukraine's widespread blackouts have raised concerns about what will happen when the frigid weather arrives, when the use of heating devices increases the load on the energy system. Experts have warned that power plants have suffered too much damage to be repaired before subzero temperatures set in, around December, which could plunge many people into dangerously cold living conditions.



"The situation is even worst than it was last year," Olena Lapenko, an energy security expert at DiXi Group, a Ukrainian think tank, said in an interview on Monday, referring to the winter of 2022-2023 during which Russia pummeled Ukraine's energy infrastructure.




A plant in Kharkiv, Ukraine, that generated energy for heat and light until it was heavily damaged in April and had to cease operating.




Ms. Lapenko estimated that even with moderate temperatures and no new Russian attacks on the power grid, Ukraine would be short 1.3 gigawatts, during peak consumption hours this summer. That represents about one tenth of the energy consumption during peak hours.



"Can you imagine what's going to happen in the winter?" Ms. Lapenko asked.



Russia has targeted Ukraine's energy infrastructure before. From October 2022 to March 2023, Moscow pounded it with missiles, disabling half the country's power grid by November 2022. Residents of Kyiv, the capital, sometimes had to rely on flashlights at night and planned for a possible evacuation of the city.



Ukraine survived the assaults, thanks to both newly delivered Western air defense systems and round-the-clock work by engineers to repair vital equipment.



But Russia's most recent campaign against the power grid, which started in late March, has been more devastating than before because Moscow has improved its tactics, firing larger and more complex missile barrages that 
Ukraine's limited air defenses have struggled to intercept
.



Energy experts estimate that Ukraine has lost about half its electricity generation capacity since the beginning of the war. Most of the country's thermal and hydroelectric power plants have been destroyed, which is posing a major problem because they provide the extra generation capacity needed to meet demand during peak consumption periods.



Olha Buslavets, a former Ukrainian energy minister, 
said last week
 that Ukraine is now essentially dependent on its nuclear power plants, which supply the bulk of the country's electricity but cannot meet peak demand.



DiXi Group says there is not enough time to rebuild sufficient generating capacity before winter sets in. Olena Pavlenko, the head of the think tank, said Ukraine needed spare equipment like transformers to rebuild substations. Kyiv is hoping it can get spare parts from decommissioned thermal power plants in Germany, Ms. Pavlenko said.



One way to help address the problem, Ms. Pavlenko added, would be for the authorities to install gas turbine mobile power plants across the country. But that option could take up to a year.




People using their phone flashlights as they leave a supermarket during a partial blackout in Kyiv last month.




Ukraine, normally a net exporter of electricity, is now importing record amounts from its neighbors, including Romania, Slovakia and Poland. But Mr. Kudrytskyi, the head of Ukrenergo, said the imports are insufficient to offset the power losses.



That has led Ukrainian authorities to impose scheduled blackouts across the country to try to stabilize the grid. DTEK, Ukraine's largest private electricity company, has published 
online timetables
 to let consumers know when their homes will be cut off from power, though additional emergency blackouts are sometimes required.



On Tuesday, several residents of Kyiv said the scheduled power cuts had forced them to reorganize their daily life. Anna Yatsenko, a 37-year-old film producer and the mother of four children, said that as soon as the power comes back on, she uses her electronic devices to cool her home, and iron and wash clothes.



"My husband gets up and recharges power banks," Ms. Yatsenko said. "You can't turn on the kettle. It's a luxury to use a hair dryer." 



Oleksandr Kharchenko, the head of the Kyiv-based Energy Research Center, said during a news conference on Monday that the power grid would not be fully repaired for at least two years.



"We understand that for the next two years, we need to be prepared for daily outages as a norm, not as a critical situation for us," Mr. Kharchenko said. "Honestly, all we can do is get used to this as the normal state of affairs."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/05/world/europe/ukraine-energy-blackouts-summer-i.html
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Parnelli Jones, Champion Auto Racer and Record Setter, Is Dead at 90



He was one of the greatest drivers of the 1960s and '70s, winning six times at Indianapolis and four times in NASCAR events while setting speed marks.




Parnelli Jones celebrating his victory in the 47th running of the Indianapolis 500 in 1963. He was the oldest surviving winner of the race.




By Richard Goldstein


Jun 05, 2024


Parnelli Jones, who as a teenager traded in a horse for a hot rod and went on to become one of the biggest stars in auto racing and a storied figure at the Indianapolis 500, died on Tuesday in Torrance, Calif., where he had lived for many years. He was 90.



His son P.J. confirmed in an interview that Jones died at Torrance Memorial Medical Center surrounded by family and friends. He had been treated for Parkinson's disease since it was diagnosed about 10 years ago, his son said.



Jones was best known for his exploits at the Indy 500 in the 1960s, when it was still the premier event in auto racing. He was the oldest surviving winner of the race.



"Parnelli Jones was the greatest driver of his era," his contemporary 
Mario Andretti
 once said. "He had aggressiveness and also a finesse that no one else possessed. And he won on everything he put his hands on."



Jones captured dozens of races, winning six times in Indy races and four times in NASCAR events and triumphing in off-road, sports car, sprint and midget races as well.



Jones was once asked if there had ever been anyone better than him.



"I don't think so," he told Car and Driver magazine in 2013. "You can teach somebody how to drive, but you can't teach them that will and desire and kick-butt attitude."



Rufus Parnell Jones was born on Aug. 12, 1933, in Texarkana, Ark., the oldest of three children, and grew up in Torrance, south of Los Angeles, where his father, Commodore Jones, was a shipyard worker.



After selling a horse he owned at age 16 and using the proceeds to buy a hot rod, Jones became fascinated by jalopy racing. He would bounce his cars off trees just for the thrill of it.



"I had all this desire and no talent, and I was wrecking my car every week," he told Investor's Business Daily in 2013.



At 17, he began racing jalopies at a speedway in Gardena, Calif. He passed himself off as 21, the minimum age required to drive there, by getting a fake identification card that dropped Rufus as his first name in favor of Parnellie Jones, which was painted on his racecar (spelling it then with a second "e").




Jones in 2016. "You can teach somebody how to drive," he said, "but you can't teach them that will and desire and kick-butt attitude."




"When I was a kid, there was a freckle-faced girl at school named Nellie who my friend, Billy Calder, teased me about," Jones told Southbay Magazine, a Los Angeles County publication, in 2013. "He would yell, 'Nellie loves Parnelli! Nellie loves Parnelli!' That was the name that I thought of when I got the fake I.D."



Jones toured the Midwest fair circuit in the late 1950s, driving midget and sprint cars, and came to the attention of the racecar owner J.C. Agajanian, who sponsored him for Indy races.



He might have won all seven of the ones he raced in if not for bad luck in his first.



He was among the leaders in his first Indy 500, in 1961, but faded to 12th place after debris from a wreck cut his eyebrow and bloodied his goggles. He shared rookie of the year honors with Bobby Marshman.



Jones won the pole for the 1962 race when he set a record average qualifying time of 150.370 miles an hour. He was leading more than halfway through the event, but a brake problem left him in seventh place.



"I can remember after the '61 rookie year and how I had a chance to win, that I couldn't wait until next year," he once said. "Then, after '62, when I was leading and long gone, I couldn't wait till the next year. I just felt like it owed me."



His victory in the 1963 race came while driving an Offenhauser-powered Watson roadster that he called Ol' Calhoun, the nickname coming from an obscure football joke. But the win was not without controversy.



Jones's car began leaking oil while he led in the late stages. The race's chief steward considered ordering him off the track, but the leak eventually stopped and he continued on, besting Jimmy Clark of Scotland -- who driving a Lotus Ford, one of the few rear-engine cars in the race -- by nearly 34 seconds. Jones averaged 143.137 miles an hour, an Indy 500 record at the time.



The following day, the driver Eddie Sachs, who claimed that oil from Jones's car had caused him to slide into a wall, got into an argument with him. As Jones told MotorSport magazine in 2013: "I said, 'I oughtta bust you in the mouth.' And he said, 'Go ahead.' So I let him have it."



Jones's final Indy 500 came in 1967, when he drove Andy Granatelli's revolutionary turbine-powered car, which was considerably faster than the traditional piston-engine cars. He was leading A.J. Foyt by more than a mile with seven and a half miles to go when a bearing, reportedly costing $6, failed in his gear box, forcing him to limp into the pits as Foyt went on to his third Indy 500 triumph.



In 1971 and '72, Jones won the off-road race that came to be known as the Baja 1000, and he captured the Sports Car Club of America's 1970 road-racing Trans-Am Championship.



He was a team owner with his business partner Vel Miletich, sponsoring 
Al Unser Sr.
 in Unser's 1970 and '71 Indy 500 victories. Jones's team competed in Formula 1 from 1974 to 1976, but his best finish in that venue was fourth in the 1975 Sweden Grand Prix.



In addition to his son P.J., he is survived by his wife, Judy Jones; another son, Page; and six grandchildren.



After his racing years, Jones operated chains of tire dealerships and auto parts distributorships.



At times, he showed a penchant for speed away from the pro circuit. He told how in the aftermath of his 1963 Indy 500 victory, a police officer stopped him for speeding on a Southern California freeway and asked him, "Who do you think you are, Parnelli Jones?"



His 2012 autobiography, written with Bones Bourcier, a journalist, was titled, "As a Matter of Fact, I Am Parnelli Jones."



Alexandra Petri contributed reporting.
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Their Florida 'Paradise' Keeps Flooding, but Some Can't Afford a Solution



In the Shore Acres neighborhood of St. Petersburg, rising water has become a constant threat. Many residents cannot afford to elevate their homes or move.




Shore Acres, a low-lying enclave at the edge of Tampa Bay where streets are broad, homes are comfortable -- and floodwater has become a constant threat.




By Patricia Mazzei


Jun 05, 2024


Hurricane Idalia came ashore last August some 200 miles north of Jennifer Connell-Wandstrat's neighborhood in St. Petersburg, Fla., but her ranch-style home flooded with nine inches of water that ruined her appliances, doors, dry wall, floors and furniture. She still sleeps on a mattress on the living room floor with her youngest daughter.



Such an ordeal might have once seemed unlikely to ever happen again, at least in a resident's lifetime. But Ms. Connell-Wandstrat is under no such illusion.



She lives in Shore Acres, a low-lying enclave at the edge of Tampa Bay where streets are broad, homes are comfortable -- and floodwater has become a constant threat.



"Now it's a real fear," said Ms. Connell-Wandstrat, whose home has flooded twice in three years. "When's it going to happen next?"



The next hugely damaging storm surge is only a matter of time, she and her neighbors know, especially with forecasters 
expecting the hurricane season that began on Saturday
 to be extraordinarily busy. Experts predict there will be 17 to 25 named storms, including four to seven that become major hurricanes with winds of at least 111 miles per hour.



Hurricane Idalia, while 
not as bad as other recent storms
, inundated many neighborhoods far from the strong winds at its center. As climate change leads to higher sea levels and more frequent and intense storms, many more neighborhoods in Florida are expected to become vulnerable to flood risk. In Shore Acres, at least 1,200 of the roughly 2,600 homes flooded with Idalia; many flooded again during a storm in December.




Jennifer Connell-Wandstrat still sleeps on a mattress on the living room floor with her youngest daughter.




Coping with that reality is not easy, and people in Shore Acres often field questions from relatives and friends asking why they stay.



Some have chosen to leave; "for sale" signs dot almost every block. Others are elevating their homes or razing them and rebuilding higher; imposing three-story structures now stand next to the older, one-story houses.



But many residents, like Ms. Connell-Wandstrat, cannot afford to lift up their homes or retreat. Even with considerable equity in their homes -- Ms. Connell-Wandstrat, a tutor whose husband died in 2018, has lived there for 22 years -- they are unlikely to find another place they can afford in Shore Acres or a similar neighborhood, given how much property values and mortgage rates have increased.



"I'm here for the foreseeable future," Ms. Connell-Wandstrat said.



The neighborhood is leafy and walkable, near good schools and close to downtown St. Petersburg and Tampa, which sits across the bay. A large recreation center hosts community activities. A local Facebook group is incredibly active; after Hurricane Idalia, neighbors offered to do each other's laundry and recommended reliable contractors.



Ms. Connell-Wandstrat, 51, bought in Shore Acres because it struck her as a gem, populated by doctors and lawyers but also teachers and nurses. The less affluent, however, are more vulnerable: The neighborhood is shaped like a bowl, with the more modest homes lying low in the middle.



Back when some of those homes were built in the mid-20th century, the city could only recommend, not require, a certain elevation, said Claude Tankersley, St. Petersburg's public works administrator. Today, with high-tide flooding 
rapidly increasing in the Gulf of Mexico
, parts of Shore Acres take on water even on sunny days. On a recent afternoon, pools formed at both ends of Ms. Connell-Wandstrat's block.




"For sale" signs dot almost every block in Shore Acres.




After Hurricane Idalia, residents pressed the city to do more. St. Petersburg has since started to install nearly $4 million worth of new equipment to prevent saltwater from pushing up into drainage pipes in the neighborhood, with more projects planned.



Still, Mr. Tankersley said that the projects underway were "a Band-Aid." Everyone in Shore Acres knows that the best solution other than leaving is to build higher, which can cost hundreds of thousands of dollars. The Federal Emergency Management Agency has a program to assist, but applying is a lengthy process that requires going through the city and state.



Since 1996, St. Petersburg, a city of about 260,000, has helped raise 13 homes, Mr. Tankersley said, with another one currently being elevated and 14 more in the pipeline.



"To talk about such a drastic change as having to elevate your home and the cost involved, it's a scary thing," he said. "We recognize that that's going to take a long time."



David and Barbara Noah paid several hundred thousand dollars to elevate their 2,100 square-foot home in 2019, two decades after Mr. Noah first bought it. Their house had never flooded, but their insurance kept climbing and the couple did not want to leave. Their house now sits more than 16 feet off the ground.



"We get to stay in our neighborhood that we like and we've been in for 20 years, and essentially be safe," Mr. Noah said.



Had they kept the house at its original 3.5-foot elevation, Mr. Noah estimated that it would have taken on three feet of water during 
Tropical Storm Eta in 2020
 and perhaps four feet during Hurricane Idalia last year. The morning after Idalia, the Noahs tried to help neighbors who were wading through waist-deep water and hoisting their belongings in trash bags. Ms. Noah said the experience made her uneasy.



"There's that guilt factor," she said. "Just seeing them go through it, repeatedly, in the time that I've lived here -- it's hard."




David Noah and his wife paid several hundred thousand dollars to elevate their 2,100 square-foot home in 2019, two decades after Mr. Noah first bought it.




Since then, they have watched neighbors put their homes up for sale. Mr. Noah said many of them moved in during the pandemic and might not have been prepared for life near the water.



"It's really sad that people thought that they were going to get this dream home in Florida, and then these storms hit," he said.



Melissa Watson, a 46-year-old surgical nurse, bought her cheery blue house in 2021. She left Ohio for Florida in 2018 after surviving cancer and a divorce. She had lost bids for 17 other houses before her offer was accepted in Shore Acres.



"I didn't really understand the gravity of the flooding that had occurred in this area until after I signed on the dotted line," she said.



A foot-and-a-half of water flooded her home during Hurricane Idalia, forcing Ms. Watson and her teenage son to bounce between a friends' houses, Airbnbs and hotels for eight months.



To fix the water damage, insurance offered to pay $52,000 to $58,000; contractors told her the work would cost $65,000 to $75,000. She could not afford to elevate the house but raised her air-conditioner and power outlets with an eye toward the next flood.



"My neighbors are selling. I don't have neighbors across the street. There's a monstrosity being built right behind me," she said. "I fear for what this neighborhood is going to end up like."



Kevin Batdorf, the president of the Shore Acres Civic Association, has pushed city and state leaders to find more ways to keep residents in their homes. He said people had been quoted anywhere from $250,000 to $400,000, depending on the square footage, to lift their home and reconfigure its electrical and plumbing systems.




A home in Shore Acres in the process of being raised onto concrete pillars.




Mr. Batdorf, a real estate broker, said people were still buying in the neighborhood, even if only to demolish and rebuild. He likened the situation to when Tropical Storm Josephine flooded Shore Acres in 1996. Mr. Batdorf walked through knee-deep water back then to make sure a house his clients wanted had not flooded. The flooding did not detract the buyers.



"I wrote the contract that day, in the water," he said. "People love living here. It's the convenience of where it is. It's paradise."



In many ways, Ms. Connell-Wandstrat, a mother of four, remains smitten by the neighborhood. "It's getting up in the morning and smelling the air from the bay, getting that lovely breeze," she said. "It's all the beautiful things about Florida."



But two house floods and 10 to 15 storm evacuations have left her chronically anxious. For her children, Hurricane Idalia felt like a third traumatic event after the pandemic and the death of their father, who Ms. Connell-Wandstrat said had become addicted to painkillers after an injury and overdosed.



Her 9-year-old has lost her bedroom furnishings twice. Her 16-year-old has created an evacuation to-do list on her cellphone. Her 19-year-old has parted with his dad's old comic books, which were covered with mold. Her 21-year-old has been unable to move back in because of limited space.



But as much as they would like the security of living on higher ground, the family's memories are all in Shore Acres.



"Every baby I brought in that front door," Ms. Connell-Wandstrat said. "This is where they took their first steps. This is where our life happened."



She has installed peel-and-stick tile, stored important belongings in big plastic bins and made plans to raise a precious piece of furniture -- the dresser that was in her children's nursery when they were infants -- for the next time a storm comes.



Kitty Bennett
 contributed research.
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Judge Reshuffles Hearings in Trump Documents Case



The new schedule set by Judge Aileen Cannon reflects the array of legal issues that she has yet to resolve amid efforts by the former president's legal team to delay the trial.




The move by the judge was unlikely to have much impact on the overall trajectory of the case.




By Alan Feuer


Jun 05, 2024


The federal judge overseeing former President Donald J. Trump's classified documents case abruptly changed the proceeding's schedule on Wednesday, reshuffling the timing for hearings on an array of important legal issues.



The move by the judge, Aileen M. Cannon, was unlikely to have much impact on the overall trajectory of the case, but it reflected the substantial number of unresolved legal motions she is juggling. Last month, Judge Cannon 
scrapped the case's trial date
, saying she could not yet pick a new one because of what she described at the time as "the myriad and interconnected" questions she had still not managed to consider.



Judge Cannon kept in place a hearing she had set for June 21 to discuss a motion by Mr. Trump's lawyers to dismiss the indictment on the grounds that Jack Smith, the special counsel named to oversee the prosecutions of Mr. Trump, was illegally appointed to his job.



Similar motions have been rejected in cases involving other special counsels, including Robert S. Mueller III, who investigated connections between Russia and Mr. Trump's 2016 campaign, and David C. Weiss, who has brought two criminal cases against Hunter Biden, President Biden's son.



The most important change Judge Cannon made to the schedule in a brief order was arguably the cancellation of a three-day hearing that had been set to take place starting June 24 in Federal District Court in Fort Pierce, Fla.



The hearing was originally meant to consider whether Mr. Trump's lawyers should be permitted access to communications between prosecutors working for Mr. Smith and officials at the National Archives and several national security agencies.



The lawyers want those communications to 
bolster their claims
 that Mr. Smith worked hand in glove with the Biden administration and members of the so-called deep state to bring the documents case against Mr. Trump.



Prosecutors had objected to holding the proceeding at all, telling Judge Cannon in March that no similar hearings had ever been held in the Southern District of Florida, where she sits. In her order on Wednesday, she said she would place the hearing back on her calendar at some point in the future.



Instead of that hearing, Judge Cannon said there would now be a shorter one, on June 24 and 25, to consider different topics, including any lingering discussion about Mr. Smith's appointment.



Judge Cannon also told the defense and the prosecution to be ready to debate 
Mr. Trump's motion to exclude from the case any evidence
 -- including more than 100 classified documents -- that the F.B.I. discovered in August 2022 when agents searched Mar-a-Lago, Mr. Trump's private club and residence in Florida.



The two sides will argue as well over Mr. Trump's attempt to suppress the private audio notes that prosecutors obtained from one of his lawyers through a process that pierced the normal protections of attorney-client privilege. The notes by the lawyer, M. Evan Corcoran, were central to the government's allegations that Mr. Trump had obstructed the government's repeated efforts to reclaim the classified materials he took to Mar-a-Lago.



Finally, the parties are expected to discuss 
Mr. Smith's request to Judge Cannon to alter Mr. Trump's conditions of release
 by barring him from making public statements that could endanger F.B.I. agents working on the case.



That request was prompted by false statements Mr. Trump made last month, twisting the meaning of a standard use-of-force policy employed during the search of Mar-a-Lago. In social media posts and fund-raising emails, 
Mr. Trump grossly mischaracterized the policy
 by suggesting that the bureau had authorized agents to kill him during the search.
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Luther Vandross, Pop Perfectionist, Didn't Want You to Hear These Albums



Early records reveal that his sumptuous voice and longing lyrics were there from the start. Out of print since 1977, "This Close to You" will be available Friday.




Luther Vandross didn't want his early works to be compared with the breakthroughs he had in subsequent years. "One of the first things I did when I made any money was buy them back," he said. 




By Ross Scarano


Jun 05, 2024


Nile Rodgers's very first professional recording session, in the late 1970s, got off to a bumpy start. He wasn't the only guitarist booked to work with Luther, a group fronted by Luther Vandross, but Rodgers was the youngest, making him an easy target when Paul Riser, the Motown veteran arranging the session, noted something he didn't like.



"He heard some things that were not correct on the chart," Rodgers said, and "assumed it was me." After an expletive-peppered exchange, Vandross stepped in and smoothed out the discord. From then on, Rodgers and Vandross were good friends and collaborators. (Rodgers said Vandross taught him everything he knows about "gang vocals," the thrilling, unison shout-singing that made zesty singles like Chic's "
Everybody Dance
" become enduring dance-floor staples.)



The session yielded "This Close to You," a long out-of-print album originally released in 1977, which will hit streaming services on Friday. Vandross's short-lived group also cut the self-titled "Luther" (1976), which was rereleased in April. Both albums, made for Cotillion Records, are receiving new attention ahead of the 20th anniversary of his death.



"Luther" includes the only known recording by Vandross of "Everybody Rejoice," his composition for "The Wiz," which 
returned to Broadway this year.
 JaQuel Knight, the choreographer of the revival, singled out the climactic number as one of the few songs that has a life of its own outside the context of the musical.



"Besides 'Ease on Down the Road,' it's probably the biggest song in the production," he said, before singing some of the triumphant hook. A documentary about Vandross's life premiered earlier this year at Sundance and will be released in 2025.



But Vandross, an eight-time Grammy winner who worked his entire career to resolve the tensions between celebrity and privacy, between a desire for crossover pop success and a sublime ability for orchestrating in the background, may have preferred that the records never again saw the light of day.




From left, Diane Sumler, Vandross, Anthony Hinton, Christine Wiltshire and Theresa V. Reed of the singing group Luther in 1976.




As Vandross explained in a 
1989 interview with The Times
, he didn't want this less mature work to be compared with the breakthroughs he had in his subsequent years: "One of the first things I did when I made any money was buy them back, so I didn't have the problem of them releasing it."



However, the Cotillion albums should not be dismissed as rough juvenilia. Rather, they prove that Vandross's fundamental talents were evident from the beginning of his career. His sumptuous voice did not need aging, and, in his early 20s, Vandross already possessed a genius for vocal arrangements that commanded industry respect. Themes of deep longing and perfectionism that recurred in his lyrics and personality were present, too.



When Vandross was a child, much of his favorite music was made by groups like the Supremes, the Sweet Inspirations and the Temptations, who held him spellbound with sophisticated, intertwined vocals. In his teens, he formed the band Shades of Jade with his friend Carlos Alomar, who played guitar. They then joined a coed youth program at the Apollo Theater called Listen My Brother, and the experience taught Vandross how to orchestrate many voices. "He could easily mix and match which singers he wanted based on what tone they had," Alomar said. Because the program was based in the Apollo, the members of Listen My Brother could attend concerts for free to study some of the most skilled performers of the '60s.



By the 1970s, Vandross was one of the most sought-after singers and vocal arrangers in New York -- for 
commercial jingles
, for background vocals, for disco hits that privileged the producer and kept the singer anonymous. All those means of working "create a methodology of layers," Alomar explained. Vandross applied that methodology as a backup singer for disparate artists like David Bowie, Bette Midler and Todd Rundgren, and later as a guiding hand for Chic's signature sound.



When Cotillion, an R&B-focused subsidiary of Atlantic Records, returned in 1976 under the leadership of the respected Black record man Henry Allen, Vandross was one of the first signings. Vandross formed Luther with four other vocalists, gathering some of the most talented -- and available -- members of Listen My Brother and his high school peers.




In his early 20s, Vandross already possessed a genius for vocal arrangements that commanded industry respect.




The group released its self-titled album in the spring and discotheques responded well to the glossy strings and thudding piano on its lead single "It's Good for the Soul," sending the song climbing up Billboard's Hot Soul Singles chart. "This Close to You" followed the next year, but Cotillion dropped Luther after that LP failed to perform.



Produced and written entirely by Vandross, "Luther" and "This Close to You" contain poignant moments that count among his most heartfelt material. (It's not a coincidence that he revisited two of the Cotillion songs later in his career.) In particular, "I'll Get Along Fine," a duet between Vandross and Diane Sumler, is cherished by his old friends. "It makes me cry," Alomar said.



Accompanied by the high tenor Anthony Hinton on the devastating ballad "This Strange Feeling," Vandross weaves complex, volleying vocal harmonies to create the near-overwhelming sound of being driven crazy by a love they can't bring themselves to act on. The song wades in one of the recurring themes of Vandross's life and music: the nerve-racking challenge of throwing oneself into a romance.



The title track "This Close to You" expresses surprise at the spark between two people; Vandross's elegant voice is full of yearning, but musically, the strings and ominous bass line sound almost afraid of what might happen between two bodies in proximity.



Throughout his career, Vandross, who 
died in 2005 at 54
, was dogged by questions about his romantic life and tabloid gossip about his sexuality. In interviews, he said he felt as though fate had robbed him of love. "The consummate singer of love songs ever waiting for love," is how his biographer Craig Seymour described him.




Vandross felt he was denied the pop success of his Motown idols during his career.




Vandross was a guarded perfectionist who could be especially demanding of his collaborators. Alomar called him a "hard taskmaster." Slick hits like "
Never Too Much
" and "
Here and Now
," Vandross's first Top 10 hit, helped define the sound of '80s pop, and his voice became recognized as one of the finest in music history. But he felt 
denied the mainstream embrace
 that so many of his beloved Motown icons enjoyed. He couldn't find love; he couldn't get a No. 1 single on the Hot 100.



Over a joint video interview with Alomar and the pianist Nat Adderley Jr., who both played with Luther, the pair wrestled with the question of how their friend would feel about these albums becoming available again. "I don't know," Adderley said after a long pause. "I wouldn't like it. Other people say, 'Oh that's great -- shows where you were then.' I tend not to like that stuff. I think our producing skills are more advanced now."



Alomar said that the albums possess historical significance. Listeners now "have the ability to go back and find out that Luther Vandross was always Luther Vandross, that's a generational discovery," he said. According to Alomar "the curiosity factor" is always enticing with early work. "I like to complete my collections."



Adderley playfully retorted, "I don't know why you think everyone is like you."



When Vandross died following a debilitating stroke, his friends and family mourned a life that ended too soon. His final single "
Dance With My Father
" reached 38 on the Billboard Hot 100.



According to his estate, Vandross used his time in the studio judiciously and plotted his albums carefully; there is not a vault of unreleased material waiting to be doled out. The Cotillion records are the final pieces of his output that fans haven't had access to.



Though Adderley has his broad reservations about early work, he admitted that he enjoys listening to Vandross's performances on the Cotillion records. "It's fantastic, but it's not the same as the Luther who came and did 'Never Too Much,'" he said. "That was years later and he was years better. That Cotillion singer could have had a lifelong career just sounding like that. But Luther actually stepped up."
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At first sight, it looked like a typical party in a nightclub. It was mid-March in central Kyiv and a hundred or so people were wiggling on the dance floor of V'YAVA, one of the Ukrainian capital's most popular live music venues. The hall was dark, lit only by bright blue and red spotlights. Bartenders were busy pouring gin and tonics.



But the lineup that night, in a concert hall that typically hosts pop artists and rappers, was unexpected: four Ukrainian folk singers, filling the room with their high-pitched voices and polyphonic choruses, accompanied by a D.J. spinning techno beats -- all to a cheering crowd.



These days, Ukrainian folk music "is becoming something cool," said Stepan Andrushchenko, one of the singers from 
Shchuka Ryba
, the band onstage that night. "A very cool thing."



More than two years into Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine, folk music is enjoying a surge of popularity in the war-torn nation. Faced with 
Moscow's efforts to erase Ukrainian culture
, people have embraced traditional songs as a way to reconnect with their past and affirm their identity.



"It's like a defensive measure," said Viktor Perfetsky, 22, who started traditional singing classes after the war broke out. "If we don't know who we are, the Russians will come and force us to be what they want us to be."



That is a stark change of attitude in Ukraine, where folk songs had long been dismissed as archaic relics of peasant culture. Today, those same songs are being played at open-air festivals and in trendy bars. Classes in "white voice" singing, a traditional Ukrainian vocal style akin to controlled yelling, are selling out, and youngsters practice traditional dances in the streets of Kyiv, with cans of beer in their hands.



Bands like Shchuka Ryba are building on that trend to bring folk songs into the 21st century. They have collaborated with D.J.s and jazz bands to give the music a modern twist, adding electronic overtones and guitar melodies. Their ultimate goal: to reshape Ukraine's identity around its rich but long-ignored past.



"It shouldn't be a passing trend," Yarina Sizyk, 27, a Shchuka Ryba singer with a distinctive, strident voice, said in a recent interview. "It should be part of everyday life."



Folk music has been hummed in Ukraine for centuries, but they were long stereotyped as backward. In Soviet times, some folk songs were taught in schools, performed by ensembles and generally used for propaganda, but the authorities ended up turning them into a poor imitation of folk peasant culture, experts say.




Viktor Levytskyi, 37, left, and Yulia Mykolaichuk, 31, performing traditional Ukrainian songs near St. Sophia Cathedral.





Children in traditional Ukrainian costumes enjoying the music.




After Ukraine gained independence in 1991, some groups traveled across the country to try and salvage that heritage. Kateryna Kapra, a co-founder of the cultural organization Rys, said she toured villages in central and eastern Ukraine in the mid-2010s to record and preserve authentic folk songs.



But back in Kyiv, Kapra struggled to elicit interest from urban residents. She recalled trying to organize workshops to teach traditional carols: "It was so difficult to find just 10 people in such a big city."



Many Ukrainians were skeptical of folk music, fearing that it played into "Kremlin stereotypes about how Ukrainians are just singing peasants," said Maria Sonevytsky, a Ukrainian American ethnomusicologist and the author of "
Wild Music: Sound and Sovereignty in Ukraine
."



All that changed after Russia invaded on Feb. 24, 2022. As Moscow targeted Ukraine's cultural heritage, including by bombing and looting museums, the songs became a marker of the Ukrainian identity.



"People realized that it's more important than ever to preserve this culture, because it could be destroyed at any moment," said Andrii Solomiichuk, 33, who was listening to a folk music performance in the gardens of Kyiv's Cathedral of Saint Sophia on a recent Sunday afternoon.



Around him, small groups of folk singers dressed in traditional embroidered shirts were seated on the grass, rehearsing as they readied to take the stage. Many in the audience said they had started to listen to folk music only after the war began, drawn by a desire to reclaim their roots. "Traditions are the foundation, the lifeblood of the nation," said Iryna Bilonizhka, 34.



As the war drags on, singing classes run by Rys have filled up. Kapra said tickets for a summer school last year "sold out in a day."



At a recent class in Kyiv, six men stood in a semicircle and puffed out their chests as they ran through some vocal exercises. "Ta-te-ti-to-tu-to-ti-te-ta," they sang, rising a note with each repetition and filling the room with their deep voices.



It felt like an oasis of peace in the middle of the war-battered city, but signs of the fighting were not far away. One student had a prosthetic leg -- it was amputated after stepping on a mine at the front last year -- while another wore a T-shirt evoking Ukrainian airstrikes on Russian targets.




Dmytro Kokoshko, center, from the band Shchuka Ryba, leading a class in Kyiv for men to learn traditional Ukrainian songs.





A member of the class with a notebook of song lyrics.




Stanislav Ivko, the student who lost his leg, said he enjoyed learning about Ukraine's history through the songs. One of his favorite ballads, "
Hey, I Had a Horse
," recounts the hardships of the Cossacks, horsemen who once ruled over Ukraine's southern regions, and their longing for better times.



Sonevytsky, the ethnomusicologist, said the songs were "a way of showing a kind of historical presence" for Ukraine and a means of countering the 
Kremlin's claim that Ukraine's nationhood is a fiction
 by recovering "something that was lost during the Soviet period."



That return to the roots, however, doesn't preclude a modern touch.



After the war began, the band Shchuka Ryba started collaborating with 
Fusion Jams
, a Kyiv-based community of musicians, to blend traditional tunes with elements of more mainstream music like jazz, rock and electro. Their goal was spreading folk songs as widely as possible.



"We're trying to make them accessible to a young audience," Sizyk said on a recent afternoon. "It's not just for grandmas and grandpas."



She and other Shchuka Ryba members had just finished rehearsing their most popular track, "
Oh, My Father Had a Daughter
," with a bassist, drummer and pianist in a studio in central Kyiv. The track is based on a 
folk song recorded several years ago
 among villagers in central Ukraine, to which the band added drums and synths.




Members of Shchuka Ryba rehearsing.





The group aims to give the music a modern twist. Their ultimate goal: reshaping Ukraine's identity around its rich but long-ignored past.




Andrushchenko said the band wanted folk music to "become a part of someone's life" so it has "a deeper sense than just trends." Its members make a point, for example, of teaching spectators about traditional dances during their concerts -- pausing the music to arrange them in rows and showing them the basics.



This has led to some unusual scenes in some of the Ukrainian capital's trendiest venues. At the V'YAVA concert hall in mid-March, the band led the crowd into a kind of circle dance, with people holding hands as they spun around the room, as the bartenders looked on, surprised.



Perfetsky, who joined singing classes at the start of the war and now runs his own weekly singing sessions in a cafe, said Shchuka Ryba had inspired many to embrace folk music. "People now think, 'Wow, they're so cool," he said. "And people are like, 'I want to sing too!'"
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A Fashion Lioness in Winter



As she settles into her final act, Diane von Furstenberg looks back on a life of love, sex and money. "I will laugh when I die," she says.








By Maureen Dowd


Jun 06, 2024


Diane von Furstenberg's friends like to tease that, had she been on the cinematic Titanic, she would have found a way to hoist up Jack from the freezing water and onto that wooden 
door
. Three days later, Jack in tow, she would have sashayed into a soignee New York dinner party wearing that 56-carat blue diamond necklace.



The woman has a strong will.



I realized that the first time I met her in 1975, when I was a cub reporter at The Washington Star. At 28, Ms. von Furstenberg was already a sensation with the phenomenally successful $86 wrap dress; she had conjured it after seeing Julie Nixon Eisenhower on TV defending her father during Watergate, wearing a DVF wrap top and skirt.



The tycooness, on a visit to D.C. to promote her brand, was in a rush to get to the airport and asked if I could come down to her car for the interview.



I felt like I was climbing into a cage with a panther. I got into the back of a black limo and there she was in a dark mink coat, her long dark hair with a henna sheen spilling over her shoulders, her legs sheathed in black fishnets. She was nibbling from a box of dark chocolates on her lap. In her sultry Belgian accent, she offered me one. Her voice, as her late friend, Vogue's 
Andre Leon Talley
, said, "wraps itself around you like a cozy, warm cashmere muffler."



That half-hour in her limo was a revelation. In an era when we were instructed by male "experts" to dress and act like men to get ahead, Ms. von Furstenberg insisted on living a man's life in a woman's body. Her message was bracing: Meet men as equals but don't imitate them. Ambition and stilettos can coexist.



I immediately tossed out all my hideous dress-for-success floppy ties.



I caught up with Ms. von Furstenberg recently to talk about a new Hulu documentary, "Diane von Furstenberg: Woman in Charge," on her vertiginous, glamorous life, a life darkened by the Holocaust, AIDS, her bout with tongue cancer and her periodic business woes.



She doesn't like small talk; she likes intimacy. So we had a marathon two-day conversation on the Grand Canal, punctuated by feasts, at her dazzling palazzo, where putti (cherubs) cavort along the banisters. She is renting the piano nobile, known as the entertainment floor in the old days because of its high wooden and gilt carved ceilings. The palace is owned by Cristiana Brandolini d'Adda, the 97-year-old aunt of her late ex-husband, Egon von Furstenberg, a German prince and the son of Clara Agnelli.



"Venice is a nice stage for the winter of my life," Ms. von Furstenberg said. She is surprised that her family did not complain that she has moved to La Serenessima part-time, but said wryly: "They're very well trained."



Wearing a DVF silk print blouse and drawstring pants with vintage knit black-and-white Hermes booties, she patted the space beside her on her Vichy 19th-century daybed, where she was stretched out like an odalisque, and said, "You want to come here?"



As Michael Kors noted, "She is a sublime flirt. She's a real seductress, and that's not something that a lot of people manage to do well."



Her husband, Barry Diller, agreed: "She cannot sit down without being louche."




"She cannot sit down without being louche," said Ms. von Furstenberg's husband, Barry Diller.




As she always does in her habitats, Ms. von Furstenberg has loaded up her lagoon retreat with animal print rugs and luscious pictures, including a Bert Stern photo of Elizabeth Taylor as Cleopatra, which hangs in her bedroom.



Andy Warhol's 1974 paintings of Ms. von Furstenberg are there, her right arm raised at an odd angle because the pop artist wanted a white background, so she had to squeeze into a space next to the refrigerator in her old Park Avenue apartment.



She got her custom-made neo-deco bed out of storage; her mother bought it for her on her 30th birthday. It's a portal to the Studio 54 era, when she prowled both coasts with the likes of Mick Jagger, David Bowie, Richard Gere, Warren Beatty, Ryan O'Neal and Omar Sharif.



"In my wild days, in that bed," she murmured. "That bed can tell you all the stories."



In the documentary, she recalls how she was enlisted for a threesome by Mr. Jagger and Mr. Bowie.



"I considered it and I thought, 'OK, this is a great thing to tell your grandchildren,'" she told me. "Then I came back to the room and they were two little skinny things, and I didn't. Actually, it's a better story that I didn't.



"Oh my God, I wonder what Mick is going to say," she said in her soft voice, noting that she is the godmother of his daughter Jade.



About David Bowie, she said: "I never thought he was sexy, but he was intelligent. Mick was sexy 
and
 intelligent."



She confides in the film that, while at the Beverly Wilshire on a business trip, "I was with Warren Beatty and Ryan O'Neal on the same weekend. How about that? I was very proud."



She mused to me, "If I didn't have kids, I can't even imagine what I would have become, because I would've had no restraint.



"It wasn't even about seduction when I was young. It was about -- why can guys do that and women not? Why can a man hunt and boast about it, and why can't a woman? That was the fun, really. Diana's the huntress. I like the hunting.



"That's the biggest thrill and it lasts such a short moment," she said. Referring to Egon, she said, "I was married to a man who was very promiscuous. It was really: 'OK, you humiliate me, I could do it, too.' I didn't like to feel small. I could do it, too -- boom -- and then it's finished. It wasn't such a big thing, but I am glad I did it."



After a Venetian dinner on Saturday night, which kicked off with champagne and caviar, her guests -- including Christian Louboutin, Edward Enninful, the former editor of British Vogue, and Juergen Teller, the renowned fashion photographer who was in town to photograph the Pope for his visit, and his wife, Dovile Drizyte, who was wearing a T-shirt imprinted with a nude portrait of herself taken by Teller -- just naturally piled into Ms. von Furstenberg's bed in a cuddle puddle to continue chatting in a polyglot of languages about West End plays, books, the Biennale and fashion gossip.



The princess of the wrap dress has been musing on how she plans to wrap up things.



She is soaking up the atmosphere of "the shimmering jewel in the sea," as her friend, the historian Thomas F. Madden, calls Venice, while she plots to take back control of her struggling business. She is also brainstorming about using her "magic wand" -- a blend of wisdom, connections and philanthropy -- to help people, and especially to "help women be the women they want to be." As she likes to purr: "Venice is a woman."



When I met with Mr. Diller in his Frank Gehry-designed glass clipper ship of a headquarters near the High Line in Manhattan, he explained: "Diane has an unquenchable ambition not to give up. Her life is at least a five-act opera."



Venice is the perfect frame for Ms. von Furstenberg. Mr. Madden has described it as "a place of contradictions -- a city without land, an empire without borders." And it is DVF's contradictions that fascinate.




Ms. von Furstenberg waves to the crowd at a fashion show in Tokyo in 2014, when her label was trying to compete with the biggest luxury clothing brands.




She wears a gold and diamond "In Charge" necklace and has numerous signs in her New York office with that exhortation. But, as Mr. Diller said, "Diane, she's the most in charge and the most vulnerable." She was too shy to even call herself a designer until two decades after creating the wrap dress.



Fabiola Beracasa Beckman, the daughter of Veronica Hearst and a producer of the documentary, has known Ms. von Furstenberg her whole life, because Egon von Furstenberg and her father were friends.



"By all societal norms, DVF is a contradiction in every possible way,'' Ms. Beckman said. "She's the child of a Holocaust survivor who married a German prince. She's an entrepreneur and also a seducteur. She's a socialite and a very serious activist. Usually, feminists aren't seducing men at every turn and comfortably navigating the patriarchy, right?"



Even Ms. von Furstenberg's sartorial creation was at cross-purposes, designed to let women be sexy 
and
 practical. It had no zipper, she said, so that you could slip out of lover's room without waking him -- "just like a man." It was a dress to seduce a man while impressing his mother.



Mr. Kors called his friend "a fascinating dichotomy" who "keeps you guessing." "Diane is over-the-top glamorous and yet very down-to-earth," he said. "She's no b.s., but then incredibly charming. I've had moments where I realized she's incredibly tender."



In 2020, 
Mr. Talley
 had a financial scuffle with his friend and landlord, George Malkemus, a former Manolo Blahnik C.E.O.; Mr. Malkemus threatened to evict the financially strapped Mr. Talley from his cherished house in White Plains. Andre, an old friend of mine, was bitter that some of his closest friends in the chiffon trenches, as he called the fashion industry, had deserted him. Not Ms. von Furstenberg, who quietly stepped in and paid off the $800,000 mortgage, without even discussing it with him.



Mr. Talley contracted Covid, had a heart attack in the hospital and died in 2022. But even if the payment provided him only a short time of relief, Ms. von Furstenberg is glad she came through.



"I was happy I could buy his dignity back," she told me. "He didn't die small." She also staged his memorial service at the Abyssinian Baptist Church in Harlem, which she pulled together with his friend, Alexis Thomas, and arranged for his papers to be given to the Library of Congress.




Ms. von Furstenberg with her friend Andre Leon Talley in 2006.




Sharmeen Obaid-Chinoy, who co-directed the documentary with Trish Dalton, said that she was drawn to DVF's journey from outsider in Belgium to insider in Gotham.



"In school, she felt like she was the odd one out, she didn't have blond hair, didn't have blue eyes; she stuck out," said Ms. Obaid-Chinoy, a Pakistani director who won an Oscar for her 2012 documentary, "Saving Face," about acid attacks on women in Pakistan, and is slated to direct an upcoming "Star Wars" movie.



Young Diane was thrilled to go off to Switzerland and England to boarding school, where -- displaying her sexual fluidity -- she fell in love with a boy and then a girl. At 18, she met Prince Egon von Furstenberg, who was also sexually fluid. He initiated the middle-class Jewish girl into the jet set. They married when she was 22. Egon's father, upset about Jewish blood in the family, attended the ceremony but skipped the reception. (He later said it worked out fine, because Egon sent "a girl" to his room.) As Gioia Diliberto reported in her 2015 biography of DVF, the father commented to a friend at the rehearsal dinner, "I don't know why Egon is marrying this dark little Jewish girl."



When Diane started her clothing line, Egon introduced her to 
Diana Vreeland
, who boosted her business. The "princess" title helped.



The wrap dress, a quintessential symbol of the 70s, was so big, it was anthropomorphized. Ms. von Furstenberg's son, Alexander, said that it was like having another child in the house -- "my genius brother who goes in and out of rehab."



"Nobody could understand how this stupid, simple little dress became such a huge phenomenon," she told me. "It was overwhelming."




Ms. von Furstenberg at a 1977 runway show for her collection.




Ms. von Furstenberg made an enormous amount of money very quickly and lost it all when her partners didn't heed her warning that the market was glutted. In the 90s, when she realized young women were ferreting their mothers' wrap dresses out of the closet, she revived it for a lucrative second act -- launched by her unorthodox appearances on QVC. (Mr. Diller ended up buying a $25 million stake in the teleshopping network.)



The company's next act is up in the air. Ms. von Furstenberg said her empire was cresting in 2014, the year of the 40th anniversary of the wrap dress, as she and her executives pushed to make it even bigger, a la Chanel and Gucci.



"The problem was the people I hired started spending too much money, opening too many stores and outlets," she said. "I started losing control and really losing money." Then Covid made everything worse.



As The Times reported in 2020, Ms. von Furstenberg had to 
lay off 60 percent
 of the corporate and retail staff in the U.S., Britain and France, and close 18 of her 19 U.S. stores -- as employees were let go without severance and creditors howled.



"I paid the bills, I closed the stores, which was very costly, but I made myself as clean as possible," Ms. von Furstenberg told me. She is still selling clothes online, in some department stores and in her flagship store in Manhattan's Meatpacking District. But for three years the bulk of her business was in the hands of her distributor in China, where the dresses are also made.



"Unfortunately," she said, "I realized how important it is for the brand owner, me, to be able to control the design. So I'm in the process of taking the business back from them. I thought, 'OK, this is the moment to pull back and do an inventory -- what does the brand mean?' I want to create a vocabulary for my legacy. I realized I care more about women than fashion. Creating a uniform for women in charge."



Or as the always blunt Mr. Diller put it: "She's narrowing the business because the rest of it is a pain in the ass."



With a new top executive and a fresh creative team, Ms. von Furstenberg is working on a plan to make the company smaller and to adapt it to the changing world; it will be announced by the end of the year.



"Me, personally, I'm not particularly interested in running this anymore," she said. "I'm too old and I keep on saying, 'Use me as an adviser, because prints are still my thing.'"



She is also pulling together her archives in two buildings at Cloudwalk, her beloved 18th century farm in Connecticut.




"Prints are still my thing," said Ms. von Furstenberg, who is trying to regain control of her brand after a series of business difficulties.




In April, The Times ran 
a feature
 that the wrap dress might finally be dead, given the demise of "girlboss" culture and the different ideas younger generations have about what is flattering in this era of body positivity and neutrality. Ms. von Furstenberg's original motto for her creation, "Wear a dress, feel like a woman," would no longer fly with a lot of younger women.



Tom Ford, who replaced Ms. von Furstenberg when she finished her 13-year run as the head of the Council of Fashion Designers of America, disagreed about the wrap's ability to revivify.



"It's like saying the loafer is dead," Mr. Ford told me. "It might be quiet for a moment but it will come back because it's a staple. Like a woven men's shirt."



Ms. von Furstenberg says that the moment that most defines her life is when her mother, Lily Nahmias, a Jewish Greek immigrant working for the Belgium resistance, was liberated from the death camp when the war ended in 1945.



After 13 months in Auschwitz and Ravensbruck, the 22-year-old was barely the weight of her bones, down to 29 kilos, with blue tattooed numbers, 5199, on her left arm. She had to be fed every few moments like a bird. A year later, she was married to her fiancee, a Jewish Bessarabian immigrant named Leon Halfin, who was in electronics and later the semiconductor business. Against her doctor's warning that she couldn't have a normal baby, she had Diane.



"And I'm not normal," Ms. von Furstenberg said with a smile.



Her mother was tough on her, saying, "Fear is not an option" and "Don't be a victim." When the little girl was scared of the dark, her mother locked her in a dark closet to face her fear.



"Today she could go to jail for it," Ms. von Furstenberg says in the documentary. "But she was right." Her mother wanted to "equip" her in case she ever had to go through a trauma like she had.



That ability to look terrible news in the eye held Ms. von Furstenberg in good stead when, at 47, she got cancer at the base of the tongue. The key, she told me, is "not be a victim, not be angry, not say 'Why me?' Just say, 'This is what my situation is. This is what the doctor can do. This is what I can do.'"



In the 80s, when Ms. von Furstenberg's business was cratering, her mother, who had left her father for another man, went with her new partner on a business trip to Germany. Hearing a bunch of men talking loudly in German in the hotel sent her into a panic, and she was found crouching under the concierge desk.



"She went crazy," she says in the documentary. Her mother ended up in a mental ward in Switzerland. Lily, who was always freezing in Auschwitz, was "like a bird," Ms. von Furstenberg said, huddling under the fur coat she had bought with reparations from the German government.



Stunned by coming to terms with her mother's past, Ms. von Furstenberg fled with her children to Bali for a year, fell in love with Paulo, a sexy Brazilian beach bum, and put out a perfume inspired by her experience, Volcan d'Amour. "The fantasy then was Bali and the volcano and the blah, blah, blah," she told me.



Besides the popular attractions the Diller-von Furstenberg family foundation has helped bring to New York -- 
Little Island
, featuring free entertainment this summer, and the High Line -- Ms. von Furstenberg is on the board of Vital Voices, helping women leaders around the globe. She also created the DVF awards, now based in Venice, for "bad-ass women."



She helped one woman in particular -- the Statue of Liberty -- raising $100 million for a Statue of Liberty Museum and earning herself the sobriquet "the Godmother of Lady Liberty." She even dressed as the Statue of Liberty, torch held high, for the Met Gala in 2019, the year the museum opened. It was apt, given that her mother, the Holocaust survivor, had always called her daughter "my torch of freedom."



"My parents were refugees," she said. "Refugees all over the world have built huge things. Not to have a country is a sad thing."



All aristocratic appearances to the contrary, she insists, "I'm a socialist." (She did name a striped sweater dress after Angela Davis when the revolutionary was in jail.)



"I think the most unbearable thing that is happening to the world is the distribution of wealth," she said. "Well," she added dryly, "I'm here in the palace telling you that."




"Aging is a great thing," said Ms. von Furstenberg, who is 77.




Her biographer, Ms. Diliberto, told me: "It's easy to mock her as an out-of-touch member of the half percent -- with an immense yacht, a private plane, cloned dogs, and several luxurious homes, including a palace in Venice. But her commitment to feminism, to her family and friends, and to New York City is sincere. Also, she's just a lot of fun."



Anna Wintour, the global editorial director of Conde Nast and the editor in chief of Vogue, agreed: "She is a person of enormous, generous spirit, never one to judge, highly eccentric and impossible to invent."



Ms. von Furstenberg beats you to the punch, anyhow, saying now and then: "Do you think I am ridiculous?" Or, "I don't want to sound obnoxious." Or, "I don't want to sound too rich."



When I laughed at that last, she protested: "Thank God I question myself. Otherwise, I would be arrogant and a monster."



She showed her egalitarian side at the CFDA.



"She was able to speak to a small designer and Ralph Lauren in the same way," Mr. Kors said.



DVF turned the insular little trade group into a global brand, doubling the membership, establishing an endowment and advocating for a strict age requirement and better working conditions for models.



When the fashion capitals of Milan, Paris, London and New York got into a throwdown about the calendar of events, Ms. Furstenberg told Steven Kolb, her top executive, to leave it to her.



"I know Italian, so I can fight with the Italians in Italian," she said, "and I know French, so I can beg the French in French, and we'll be fine."



She complains about how her face looks when she checks the photos she is always taking with her phone. She said she never smiled in photos when she was younger but now she thinks she looks better smiling. She has checked out doctors, thinking she would succumb to the knife or needle, but in the end, she always decides to stick with her septuagenarian face.



"People talk always about aging like it's something to hide," she told me. "Aging is a great thing. You already have in the bank what you have in the bank. I'm already 77, so no matter what, no one can take that away. Also, you're so much wiser.



I don't understand people who say, 'Oh, I'm 50.' 50? You're just beginning."



Her key advice is: Don't lose yourself. "Because no matter what, you are always with yourself. You go through the diseases, the heartbreak, through the frustration, you wake up many mornings feeling like a total loser."



She continued: "I think the complicity you have with yourself is one of the most important things. Winking at yourself in the mirror or saying hello when you go by a mirror. That's why I write a diary. I write in French."



She does not like the trends of women embracing victimhood or objectifying themselves.



"We don't want to be too objectified by men, but then we shouldn't really objectify ourselves too much, either," she said. "Because then you have absolutely no claim to say that you're being treated like meat, right?"




With Sharmeen Obaid-Chinoy, the co-director of a Hulu documentary about Ms. von Furstenberg's eventful life.




In the documentary, she recalls her salad days in Paris when men could be cochons and lock you in a room and try to have their way. "I cannot say that anyone has ever done anything that made me uncomfortable," she says in the film with a little smile. "I would never give anyone that much credit."



Angelo Ferretti, who invited her to learn the trade at his print fabric factory in Como, Italy, was trying to get her "in his bed," she said, adding: "At the same time, I owe Angelo everything. He believed in me before anybody else.



"I am definitely a feminist. But that doesn't mean that you want to castrate men. On the contrary."



She is very concerned about women's reproductive rights being curbed in America.



"That is unacceptable," she said.



She has talked about her two abortions. "At the time of my first one, we didn't have ultrasound,'' she recalled. "Being pregnant at that time was much more abstract than it is now. Now you are barely pregnant and they're already staring at photos."



She has been fretting about the portrait of her family in the documentary. "Do you think I'm exposing myself too much?" she asked.



When she is pictured living the high life at Studio 54 and working hard as a baby mogul, will she seem like she was an inattentive mother to her two young children?



Her children, Alexander and Tatiana, who are involved in her company and foundation, make it clear in the documentary that their parents, the darlings of sparkly New York society, were distracted.



"They didn't have the longest attention span," Tatiana says. "I don't know if you want to use the word 'neglected' or 'free.' But we were not infantilized or cared for as children. We cooked for ourselves. We traveled alone from a very young age." She called her grandmother Lily "the woman who had been a mother to me."



Mr. von Furstenberg, who made men's shirts and caftans, was blithely pansexual; as an admiring Fran Lebowitz says in the film, Egon "was known for being decadent in an environment where you had to be outstanding to be known for that."




In 1973, New York Magazine called Ms. von Furstenberg and her first husband, Egon von Furstenberg, "New York's reigning glory couple."




Then came the infamous 1973 feature by Linda Francke in New York Magazine christening the von Furstenbergs "New York's reigning glory couple." The pair came across, as Francke says in the film, as "Eurotrash." Egon talks about wanting to experiment with men and about a threesome with a woman the couple had met in Paris, which was, he said, a lot of work for him.



Ms. von Furstenberg looked at herself in the story and didn't like what she saw. She decided to get a divorce.



"I just realized I couldn't be a couple," she told me. "I did not want 'we.' I wanted 'I.' That's all."



Her son, Alex, said he would see her in her room with male models and movie stars she was dating, which, he added, didn't faze him.



Tatiana says in the film that her father's promiscuity with his gay posse after the divorce scared her as AIDS burgeoned, given that his nickname was "Egon von First-in-bed." When he died from complications from AIDS in 2004, Diane was with him in Rome and closed his eyes.



Pictures of Egon are all over her apartments; she remains close to other exes, as well, including Alain Elkann, the writer she lived with in France; she left him after he cheated on her with her best friend, but she's still friendly with him (and Paulo).



"When someone is in your heart, in your bed, you share intimacy, you want to keep them as friends," she said. "Sometimes it takes work, especially if you left them."



Tatiana seems more deeply affected by her parents' high-flying lifestyle. She talks about writing her mother a letter, which Ms. von Furstenberg saved and pinned up: "Dear Mommy, I wonder if we could have a talk some time because Mommy, you don't know anything about my life."



Until her daughter went to a doctor at 21 and figured it out, Ms. von Furstenberg had never realized Tatiana had a disability, a neuromuscular disease that made it hard to run and jump. Ms. von Furstenberg told me that her only regret in life is that she did not figure out her daughter's health issue sooner.



"The worst is that I saved that letter," she said. "That letter is on my wall. And even while I was saving that letter, I wasn't understanding its meaning."



She said: "I had a lot to manage with the business. I did the best I could. Emotionally, I was always with them, even when they were in boarding school. I would write every single day. They'd say, 'You left us all the time.' I didn't leave them that much at all.



"At the end, let me tell you, was I the best mother? Probably not, but the results are amazing. I speak at least twice a day with both my children. They are my best friends. Somebody was saying, in every family, there are secrets. I really don't think in my family there are any secrets at all."



In her memoir, Ms. von Furstenberg wrote that when she first got involved with Mr. Diller, who was the young, brash head of Paramount, his friends were incredulous, because no one had known him to be with a woman before, and that made her feel special.




An undated photo of Ms. von Furstenberg lounging at Studio 54 with Barry Diller, whom she married in 2001 after a decades-long relationship.




In the documentary, Ms. Obaid-Chinoy asks both Ms. von Furstenberg and Mr. Diller about a Warhol line: "I guess the reason Diller and Diane are a couple is because she gives him straightness and he gives her powerfulness."



Ms. von Furstenberg looks arch and answers, "Ooh, it could be the other way around." Mr. Diller calls it disrespectful to the life they have built together.



"Diane and I were actually motiveless when we came together," he told me. "It was a coup de foudre."



Their marriage has certainly sparked a lot of talk. She lives downtown in the meatpacking district, in a small glass penthouse with a tented bedroom and a free-standing wooden bathtub above her last U.S. store. Mr. Diller lives uptown in a suite at the Carlyle Hotel.



"The only place we don't live together is New York City," he said, because there was no drawer or closet for him in her aerie, and because "I don't want to live above the store."



He added: "We live together in Connecticut. We live together in L.A. We sail together." They own a three-schooner yacht named the Eos.



They are both adamant that this is no marriage of convenience. "There's nothing fake at all," she said. "It was real passion. I can still remember, it was total passion, and totally unexpected. And, of course, because it was so unique, I did feel like, 'Oh, my God, how special I am.' And he continues to make me feel special.



"My relationship and love with Barry, it's beyond anything. It is totally, totally love. When I met him, he was very shy, he was very introverted, and he opened it all up and gave me everything with no reservation and I fell in love with that."




Ms. von Furstenberg and Mr. Diller were among the celebrities who attended The Albies, an event sponsored by the Clooney Foundation for Justice, at the New York Public Library in 2023.




For their first date in 1975, he picked her up at the airport in a yellow Jaguar and had the props department at Paramount set up all the furniture at his house. When he left the next morning, she said she opened all his drawers but found nothing that disturbed her.



"All I know is, we fell in love, we were lovers, then we left each other, then we were friends, and then we were together, and then we were married," she said.



For her 29th birthday, he gave her 29 loose diamonds in a Band-Aid box at a party at Woody Allen's house. "When I was 49, he gave me 49 diamonds," she said. "But the best story is when we got married. He gave me 26 wedding bands for the 26 years that we had not been married. I mean, who does that? Who even thinks of that? That was so sweet."



She recalled: "Just at the beginning of our relationship, we saw an old couple helping each other crossing the street. We both at the same time had the same thought that that's what we would be. He says it's Madison Avenue, I say it's Lexington. Whatever."



When I asked if women should embrace romantic passion into their later years, she waved her hand and said, "Thank God I'm relieved of all that" and "I can't imagine being attracted physically, sexually to anyone new. Those days are over. I mean, you have so much more time when you don't do that." Her feline aura belies her words.



She said that, while she didn't start out trying to be a kind person, she has learned the importance of that quality. Now she loves "making miracles" every day, connecting people and helping them achieve their dreams.



"I want to make kindness sexy, OK?" she said, adding that our "conflict sells" society is wearing us down.



"At this point in my life, I would like my experiences to be inspiring or useful," she said. "Otherwise, it's just conceited. And that's why I am fine to show I'm far from being perfect but I've had a good life."




"At this point in my life, I would like my experiences to be inspiring or useful," Ms. von Furstenberg said. "Otherwise, it's just conceited."




In the documentary, she shows off the cemetery she has designed at Cloudwalk -- "where I will become a mushroom."



"The other day I told my children, 'Listen, when I die and you're not there, don't worry about it. As long as I am with myself, I am fine.' I want to be able to live my death. I think I will laugh when I die, because, recently, I had two or three accidents, falling, and my reaction was laughing."



She read me my horoscope -- we're both Capricorns -- and Scotch-taped a lilac petal to my laptop for luck. She's a believer in talismans, wearing evil eye jewelry from her family and scattering them throughout her office. Late in the evening, Mr. Diller called to say hello, addressing her as "little girl"; he was in Miami checking on the new $45 million family compound he just bought in Biscayne Bay.



At the end of our Venice adventure, Ms. von Furstenberg was still curled up. I wondered how she liked always being described as feline.



"I would rather be a bird," she said, "because I could fly."



Ms. von Furstenberg also gave her off-the-cuff reactions to a series of rapid-fire statements about her grand life and career. Read it here -- 
Confirm or Deny: Diane von Furstenberg Edition
.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/06/style/diane-von-furstenberg-life-fashion.html
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After Trump's Conviction, a National Enquirer Editor Sends His Regrets



For Barry Levine, a former top journalist at the supermarket tabloid, the former president's trial was its own kind of tear-jerker.




Issues of The National Enquirer from its high point, when it broke news on the presidential candidate John Edwards.




By Jacob Bernstein


Jun 02, 2024


Even before former President Donald J. Trump was convicted on 34 felony counts of falsifying business records to conceal a sex scandal, a verdict was being delivered on 
The National Enquirer
.



The no-holds-barred supermarket tabloid was once famous for publishing salacious stories about celebrities and politicians. Now it may be better known for suppressing them.



"It's just a tragedy for the paper," said Barry Levine, the publication's former executive editor, sitting in the living room of his one-bedroom apartment in Manhattan on a recent morning.



Was he being overly dramatic? Perhaps.



Even among those who consider it a guilty pleasure, 
The Enquirer
 can hardly be described as a national treasure. But try telling that to Mr. Levine, a swashbuckling journalist who worked there from 1999 until 2016 and whose professional and personal identity was shaped by it.



"I grew up with the romantic vision of 'The Front Page,' the press cards and hats, the larger than life personalities of Fleet Street reporters who did whatever they had to do to get the story," Mr. Levine said. "I was in love with that type of journalism -- and I found it at The National Enquirer."




Mr. Levine at his apartment on the Upper East Side of Manhattan.




Long before it became known as a protector of Mr. Trump, the tabloid reported aggressively on politicians on both sides of the aisle, including Jesse Jackson and Sarah Palin.



Mr. Levine helped secure The Enquirer some mainstream respectability, thanks to a series of scoops on 
John Edwards
, a Democrat who was at one point a serious contender in the 2008 presidential race.



On Mr. Levine's watch, The Enquirer plowed hundreds of thousands of dollars into an aggressive investigation of Mr. Edwards, with some of that money going to anonymous tipsters and sources who said that the candidate's squeaky-clean image was misleading.



In October 2007, the tabloid broke the news that Mr. Edwards had been involved in an affair with Rielle Hunter, a videographer on the campaign staff, while his wife suffered from an incurable form of cancer. Mr. Edwards at first dismissed the story as "completely untrue" and "ridiculous."



After Ms. Hunter gave birth to a daughter, the tabloid delivered more scoops beneath 
gleeful headlines
: "John Edwards Love Child Scandal!"; "John Edwards With Love Child! The Photos Everyone's Been Waiting For"; "John Edwards Mistress Demands He Pay Love Child $10 Million"; "John Edwards' Wife Tells Mistress, 'I Hope You Die!' Their Secret Showdown."



The Enquirer's coverage helped knock Mr. Edwards 
out of the race
. It also paved the way for a criminal prosecution in which he was 
charged with federal campaign finance violations
 for payments to Ms. Hunter, a case that ended without a conviction.



The tabloid's reporting on Mr. Edwards won new respect for a publication that had been derided as a bottom feeder in news media circles. All that collapsed, Mr. Levine said, during four days of testimony in a Manhattan courtroom in April. That was when 
David Pecker
, the former publisher of The Enquirer, described under oath his efforts to help Mr. Trump suppress stories seen as damaging to his 2016 campaign.



Mr. Pecker
 told prosecutors that he had bought two stories and never published them, deploying the strategy known among tabloid hands as "catch and kill." One of those stories came from a Trump building doorman who had heard a false rumor that Mr. Trump had fathered a child out of wedlock; the other was from a former Playboy model who said she had had an affair with Mr. Trump.



When Mr. Trump was slow to kick in for the cost of those cover-ups, 
Mr. Pecker
 declined to "catch and kill" a third Trump story -- Stormy Daniels's account of her sexual encounter with him in 2006. (Mr. Trump denies the encounter.)



"'I am not a bank,'" Mr. Pecker recalled saying to Michael Cohen, Mr. Trump's former fixer.



The testimony made Mr. Levine cringe, partly because it coincided with the financial downturn of the publication he loved -- a change in fortune that is less debatable than the supposed loss of its moral compass.



The publication became a nationwide hit under a previous owner, 
Generoso Pope Jr.
, who took the New York Enquirer, a New York City tabloid, and transformed it into The National Enquirer, a sensationalist supermarket staple. And in addition to running tales of extraterrestrials' abducting human beings, it published a front-page photo of 
Elvis Presley lying in his coffin
.



Mr. Levine noted that when he joined The Enquirer in 1999, its average weekly sales were slightly north of two million. Last year, the number was around 56,000. The Enquirer's parent company has been 
trying to unload
 the tabloid since 2019; two deals have fallen through.



"There's still a small population of people who are willing to plunk down the money to buy The Enquirer at the supermarket," Mr. Levine said. "But the history I was part of is destroyed."



The tabloid's involvement in the political sphere came fully to light in 2018, when its owner, American Media Inc., 
admitted to federal prosecutors
, as part of a non-prosecution agreement, that it had aided the Trump campaign by publishing articles favorable to the candidate and burying stories that might make him look bad.



But for Mr. Levine, the testimony of Mr. Pecker was the thing that guaranteed the tabloid could never regain the reputation it had built in its finest hours. "I don't know how you can ever get that back," Mr. Levine said, "particularly now, in light of the statements David Pecker made on the stand."



On a nearby side table was a framed photograph of Mr. Levine with 
Elaine Kaufman
, who died in 2010. Ms. Kaufman's restaurant, 
Elaine's
, lay just a few blocks from Mr. Levine's apartment on the Upper East Side, and he was a regular there, along with media luminaries such as David Halberstam, Pete Hamill, Gay Talese and Tom Wolfe.



In Mr. Levine's bedroom, the walls were lined with framed articles about him and The Enquirer -- many of them glowing -- from mainstream news outlets including New York, Talk and The New York Times.



"Two in one year," he said.



Several times during our 90-minute conversation, he mentioned that The Enquirer's articles on Mr. Edwards had earned a Pulitzer Prize nomination. And just in case I had missed it, there was a framed drawing on yellow construction paper by his daughter that said in big black letters: "Pulitzer Prize Finalist."



Never mind that Mr. Levine was stretching the truth, which was that the Pulitzer board had determined in 2010 that The Enquirer was merely eligible to submit its articles for consideration. The publication received no nominations in the end.



Ah, well. Who can blame a tabloid journalist for a little embellishment?



Mr. Levine, who grew up in Levittown, Penn., became besotted with journalism as a child when he would gaze at the famous faces -- Elvis Presley, Elizabeth Taylor, John Lennon -- on the covers of the magazines scattered across his parents' coffee table.



At Temple University, he edited the student paper, The Temple News, and mimicked guys like the street-tough columnist Jimmy Breslin by puffing on cigars and sneaking into bars while still under the legal drinking age. He figured that if he was brave enough to enter, bartenders would serve him.



And did they?



"Of course."



In 1976, during his freshman year, the first "King Kong" remake came out to much hype, and Mr. Levine hatched an idea for his first episode in stunt journalism: "Me and my buddies called the local papers to say l was going to climb city hall in a gorilla suit."



After an evening spent in a tavern, Mr. Levine stepped into the costume, only to find he was in no shape to scale a building. Nevertheless, 
he got his picture in The Philadelphia Daily News
 the next day.



As a college senior, he worked nights as an office assistant at The Associated Press. From there he put in stints as a reporter at The Syracuse Post-Standard and The Baltimore News-American. It was a time of clanking typewriters, cigar chomping and whiskey, he recalled.



After the News-American folded, Mr. Levine ended up at The Star, a supermarket tabloid whose owner at the time, Rupert Murdoch had positioned it as grittier than People magazine and less antagonistic than The Enquirer.



Mr. Levine recalled accompanying the boxer 
Mike Tyson to Moscow
 shortly after his marriage to the actress Robin Givens. At the time she was shooting the ABC sitcom "Head of the Class," and a plotline involved the students heading to Russia for a debate.



"Their marriage was on the rocks, and Mike was having all kinds of issues," Mr. Levine said.



Ten days into the trip, the inquisitive reporter found himself at odds with the heavyweight champ.



"Mike dragged me to a stairwell and had me by the arms, and he said, 'I could throw you over and because you're American the Russians won't care,'" Mr. Levine said. "All I could think was, 'If he doesn't throw me over, I have a great story.' The lede was 'To Russia without love,' and then I wrote a sidebar, 'My One-Round Fight With Mike Tyson.'"



In 1991, Mr. Levine headed a team of 15 reporters and photographers who sneaked onto Michael Jackson's Neverland Ranch to cover 
Ms. Taylor's wedding
 to the construction worker Larry Fortensky.



The centerpiece of Mr. Levine's battle plan was the launching of a hot-air balloon, with a reporter and a photographer in the basket. It would float closer to the action than any plane or helicopter and thus would come up with the world's best aerial shot of Mr. Jackson walking Ms. Taylor down the aisle.



"I hired this fly-by-night team who set up the balloon in this wooded area," Mr. Levine said. "The winds were terrible, and the reporter Kate Caldwell and the photographer, whose name I forget, got in the basket. It got caught on some trees, which punctured a hole in the balloon and sent it down to earth in slow motion."



The entrepreneurial zeal shown by Mr. Levine helped land him a job in 1992 as the managing editor of "A Current Affair," a pioneering tabloid TV show that featured exhaustive coverage of O.J. Simpson's murder trial and the Long Island shooting of Mary Jo Buttafuoco by Amy Fisher, the mistress of her husband, 
Joey Buttafuoco
.




Mr. Levine displays some Trump-centric issues of The Enquirer, one signed by Mr. Trump.




In 1999, when Mr. Levine landed at The Enquirer as its New York bureau chief, he stated that he would not rest until every limo driver and personal assistant in the city were funneling celebrity dirt to him and his reporters.



Politicians became a regular part of his beat. In 2001, he worked on the story of Jesse Jackson fathering a love child with Karin Stanford, an employee at his nonprofit, the Rainbow Coalition. What's more, Mr. Levine and his team uncovered evidence that Mr. Jackson had used 
the organization's funds
 to provide her with child support.



If the story seemed sleazy, the financial component gave Mr. Levine the sense he was doing valuable work. So did the fact that The Enquirer was pursuing scoops about Republicans and Democrats alike.



In 2008, Senator 
John McCain
 secured the Republication nomination for president and announced that Sarah Palin, then the governor of Alaska, would be his running mate. Days after the announcement, 
The Enquirer
 was about to report that the vice-presidential candidate's teenage daughter was five months pregnant -- but 
Ms. Palin
 headed off the tabloid's scoop by announcing the news herself.



At the same time, an Enquirer team was still working the John Edwards "love child" story. When Mr. Edwards visited the baby at the Beverly Hilton in Los Angeles, the tabloid's reporters and photographers 
confronted him in the lobby
. And when he bounded into the men's room and bolted the door, they hollered questions from the hall.




Mr. Levine laments that, after the conviction of Mr. Trump, the accomplishments of The Enquirer will be forgotten.




In the years after that hight point, the supermarket tabloid business deteriorated as the news cycle sped up. Instead of going to war with a new rival, TMZ, or giving Mr. Levine the money to open a Washington bureau (which he was hoping for), Mr. Pecker followed a course of slowing revenue declines by increasing the issue price.



In 2016, Mr. Levine made his exit. "I wanted to write books," he said. With Monique El-Faizy, he wrote "All the President's Women," a 2019 book centered on Mr. Trump's alleged affairs. One topic not touched on in its pages was Mr. Trump's dealings with Mr. Pecker and The Enquirer.



Mr. Levine said he wanted to focus on a straightforward account of Mr. Trump's interactions and relationships with women. Moreover, he said, 
Ronan Farrow
 had already revealed details about the arrangement between Mr. Pecker and Mr. Trump in The New Yorker.



But he acknowledged another reason for the omission -- the little matter of his own catch-and-kill with his former employer.



"I did sign an N.D.A.," he said.
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Guess Who's Angry at China's Real Estate Bailout: Homeowners



China has relaxed or eliminated measures on home buying to spur new purchases. This has made a vocal constituency of existing homeowners very unhappy.




The government must thread a needle as it tries to address the collapse of an industry that accounts for a quarter of the Chinese economy.




By Daisuke Wakabayashi and Claire Fu


Jun 06, 2024


For much of the past decade, China's efforts to curb speculation on real estate grew broader and more extensive.



Shanghai declared that anyone who got a divorce would be subject to restrictions on apartment buying for three years, to counter couples who were splitting up just so they could buy second homes as investments. In Chengdu, in western China, only local residents who paid social welfare taxes and drew a winning ticket in a lottery could buy a new place. In the city of Tangshan, in the country's northeast, anyone buying a home had to hold the property for at least three and a half years.



Those restrictions, along with limitations in other regions, have been lifted as China tries to revive a severe property downturn. Since 
last year
, more than 25 Chinese cities have eliminated all restrictions on real estate purchases, as many local governments scrapped rules that prevented developers from cutting prices.



Last month, the 
central government went further
. It lowered down-payment requirements and relaxed mortgage rules, and urged local governments to buy unsold homes and convert them into public housing.



But some of China's efforts to stimulate home buying have upset one of the country's most vocal constituencies: existing homeowners.



Many Chinese homeowners, who pinched and saved to buy apartments that serve as a main household investment, are now worried that the relaxing of restrictions will depress prices for their properties. The new policies have given rise to a dose of NIMBY-ism, short for "not in my backyard," in a country ruled by the Communist Party.




New apartment constructions and homes in Shenzhen, in January.




The government must thread a needle as it tries to address the collapse of an industry that accounts for a quarter of the Chinese economy. While discontent over the economy could shake social stability, so could a backlash by homeowners, many of whom are holding on to hope that their properties will build wealth for future generations.



Many of the restrictions were lifted by the same policymakers who had introduced the rules only a few years earlier to adhere to the decree by China's leader, Xi Jinping, that "houses are for living, not for speculation."



When Chengdu lifted its restrictions in late April, one person lodged a complaint on a government website saying it was unfair to people who had earned the right to buy homes when the rules were in place. The complaint said the person had moved to Chengdu and paid social security taxes for several years to be eligible to buy a house.



"I regarded being qualified to buy a house in Chengdu as an honor and proof of how hard I worked," the individual wrote. But now anyone can buy a home, even those "who made no contribution" to the city. The person asked that officials "restore the purchase restrictions as soon as possible."



In recent years, one of China's rare acts of defiance came from homeowners. Starting in 2022, hundreds of thousands of Chinese homeowners banded together and refused to pay loans on half-finished properties. Since then, the government has put a priority on policies that urge developers to finish construction on sold properties.



Alicia Garcia-Herrero, chief economist for the Asia-Pacific region at the investment bank Natixis, said it was difficult to encourage buying by removing restrictions because it reinforced concerns that there was something wrong with the market.



"It's very hard to lift them in time -- it's usually too late," Ms. Garcia-Herrero said. "It is not a solution by any measure."




Some of China's efforts to stimulate new buying have upset one of the country's most vocal constituencies: existing homeowners.




The prices for new homes in China's biggest cities have fallen for 11 straight months. In April, they fell 0.6 percent from the prior month, according to China's National Bureau of Statistics. Prices fell by a similar amount in smaller second- and third-tier cities as well.



The plunge in prices is a recent phenomenon. Local and city governments had prevented real estate firms from cutting prices drastically. The controls were put in place to thwart developers from jacking up prices too aggressively.



But around the end of last year, as the slowdown lingered, and it became harder to sell homes, local authorities started allowing developers to slash prices.



Chengdu officials in November, responding to a complaint left on a government website, penalized a local developer for cutting prices below list price, saying the project was "disrupting the normal order of the real estate market."



Five months later, another homeowner complaint about developers that were cutting prices got the brushoff. Chengdu officials said it was not taking any action because the developer was using a "market-adjusted price."



In the central city of Xi'an, Fayre Liu bought a four-bedroom apartment for about $420,000 in January. Later, she discovered that Poly Group, a state-owned developer, was offering more recent buyers discounts of about $40,000 on similar apartments. She said she had learned the developer's sales people pressured buyers to make a down payment and then announced major discounts one day after receiving the deposits.



"Anyone would be very furious," Ms. Liu, 27, said. "You're completely defrauding consumers."




An under-construction housing complex by Chinese property developer Poly Group in Dongguan, in China's southern Guangdong Province, in 2022.




Ms. Liu said homeowners in her apartment complex had called the Xi'an mayor's office to demand that they receive compensation equivalent to the discounts. The authorities responded that they had no right to halt the discounts, comparing them to a sale at a shopping mall.



The protesting homeowners feared that Poly would cut corners on construction to offset the money lost from discounts. When some homeowners went to Poly's offices, they were confronted by police officers who warned them not to make trouble or disturb the state-owned enterprise's business.



"This is collusion between the government and developers," Ms. Liu said.



Poly did not respond to an email seeking comment.



The government's relaxation on price cuts addresses two protracted problems.



First, it allows money to flow to debt-laden developers to make interest payments and repay loans. Second, it whittles away the inventory of unsold homes. The Australian banking group ANZ estimated that it would take 3.6 years to process all the unsold residential properties in China, 50 percent longer than in the country's last major real estate slump in 2014.



The government initiative, announced last month, to convert unsold homes into subsidized housing has been a particular cause of friction. Some homeowners are unhappy about the mixing of public housing and private developments.



Last month, someone filed a complaint on the Sichuan Province website about a local state-owned company's turning some of its new houses into public housing. The person, who had bought a home in that complex two years earlier, said over 100 new apartments were being turned into public housing without any consultation with existing homeowners. In the complaint, the individual expressed displeasure about having to pay high prices for the property yet receiving the "quality of public housing."




While discontent over the economy could shake social stability, so could a backlash by homeowners.




"The value of the community has plummeted," the person wrote. "Property owners who have bought homes are suffering unspeakable misery."



In a response to the complaint, the state-owned firm said that it was supporting national policy and that the homes were subject to "market regulated price management."



Kevin Duan, who bought an apartment in an almost finished complex in the central Chinese city of Changsha, said one of the compound's 20 buildings would become public housing. He said homeowners were furious and demanded that the affordable housing be segregated from the rest of the complex.



"A commercial housing community should not have public rental housing," Mr. Duan said. "If I had known it was a complex with public housing from the beginning, I definitely would not have considered it."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/06/business/china-real-estate-restrictions.html
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How Electric Car Batteries Might Aid the Grid (and Win Over Drivers)



Automakers are exploring energy storage as a way to help utilities and save customers money, turning an expensive component into an industry asset.




A Mobility House customer using the company's electric vehicle charging system in Munich.




By Jack Ewing


Jun 05, 2024


Electric cars are more expensive than gasoline models largely because batteries cost so much. But new technology could turn those pricey devices into an asset, giving owners benefits like reduced utility bills, lower lease payments or free parking.



Ford Motor, General Motors, BMW and other automakers are exploring how electric-car batteries could be used to store excess renewable energy to help utilities deal with fluctuations in supply and demand for power. Automakers would make money by serving as intermediaries between car owners and power suppliers.



Millions of cars could be thought of as a huge energy system that, for the first time, will be connected to another enormous energy system, the electrical grid, said Matthias Preindl, an associate professor of power electronic systems at Columbia University.



"We're just at the starting point," Dr. Preindl said. "They will interact more in the future, and they can potentially support one another -- or stress one another."



A large flat screen on the wall of the Munich offices of the Mobility House, a firm whose investors include Mercedes-Benz and Renault, illustrates one way that carmakers could profit while helping to stabilize the grid.



The graphs and numbers on the screen provide a real-time picture of a European energy market where investors and utilities buy and sell electricity. The price changes from minute to minute as supply and demand surge or ebb.



The Mobility House buys power when solar and wind power is abundant and cheap, storing it in electric vehicles that are part of its system and plugged in around Europe. When demand and prices climb, the company resells the electricity. It's a classic play: Buy low, sell high.



People in the automobile and energy industries have been talking for years about using car batteries for grid storage. As the number of electric cars on the road increases, those ideas are becoming more tangible.



Renault, the French carmaker, is offering Mobility House technology to buyers of its R5 electric compact car, for which the company began taking orders last month. The car, which Renault will begin delivering in December, starts at 29,490 euros (about $32,000) in France.



Buyers who opt in will get a free home charger and sign a contract allowing Renault to draw power from the vehicles when they are plugged in. R5 owners will be able to control how much power they give back to the grid and when. In return, they'll get a break on their electricity bills.



"The more they plug in, the more they earn," said Ziad Dagher, a Renault executive in charge of the program. Renault estimates that participants could cut 15 percent from their home energy bills.



Renault, which will offer the technology in France before rolling it out in Germany, Britain and other countries, will share in the profits that the Mobility House generates from energy trading.



If such services prove successful, the financial argument for electric vehicles, an important tool against climate change, will become stronger.



"It would really drive E.V. adoption," said Adam Langton, a BMW executive who works on energy issues.



BMW already offers software that allows owners to charge their electric cars when renewable energy is most abundant. That allows the company to earn carbon credits and pay customers who take part in the program.



A new generation of electric vehicles that BMW will begin selling next year, known as the Neue Klasse, will have so-called bidirectional capability, meaning the cars will be able to take electricity from the grid and release it back in addition to using the energy to power their motors.




The Neue Klasse is BMW's next generation of electric vehicles.




Ford was a pioneer in two-way charging with the F-150 Lightning pickup, which can 
power a home during a blackout
. General Motors, Hyundai and Volkswagen also offer or plan to offer cars with bidirectional charging. As such vehicles become more common, the storage potential could be enormous.



By the end of the decade, an estimated 30 million electric vehicles could be on U.S. roads, up from about three million now. All those cars could store as much power as a day's output from dozens of nuclear plants.



But of course those millions of cars may also put a strain on the grid, which is already getting increasing electricity demand from heat pumps and data centers, said Aseem Kapur, chief revenue officer at GM Energy, a unit of General Motors that provides services to electric vehicle owners. By helping to smooth out demand, "E.V.s can be a significant resource," he said.



But a few problems need to be worked out before that vision can be realized.



Owners may not be eager to have their cars serve the grid because they are worried that constant charging and discharging will wear down their batteries faster.



Some energy experts said the degradation would be insignificant, especially if utilities drew on only a small fraction of a battery's capacity. Renault is dealing with that issue by offering participants in its energy storage program the same eight-year, 160,000-kilometer warranty that people who don't take part receive.



Another challenge is that some U.S. utilities and the state regulators that oversee them prefer running centralized grids in which energy flows almost entirely in one direction -- from power plants to homes and businesses.



To overcome resistance from utilities, Maryland last month adopted a law that requires them to accommodate bidirectional charging schemes and provide financial incentives.



There is growing recognition that electric vehicle batteries are valuable investments that most owners will actively use for only a few hours a day.



"We want to unlock the full value of electric vehicle batteries," said Gregor Hintler, chief executive of the Mobility House for North America.



If all the electric cars in New York City were used as storage, said Dr. Preindl, the Columbia professor, "those vehicles would be the most valuable power plant in New York by far."



Consolidated Edison, the utility that serves New York City and some of its suburbs, is exploring how managing charging times and using electric vehicles for storage could help it cope with the fast growth of battery-powered cars.



Contrary to popular fears, "the grid is not going to collapse" because of electric cars, said Britt Reichborn-Kjennerud, the director of e-mobility at Con Ed. "The bigger concern is that if we don't plan differently for this very fast-increasing load, the grid won't be ready in time to support the transition."



Con Ed supplies the power to a Bronx depot for New York City 
electric school buses
, where Mobility House software allows more vehicles to use the facility.



Fleets of electric vehicles owned by businesses or governments are a particularly promising form of backup energy storage. Vans or trucks have large batteries and tend to have predictable routes and schedules.



Ford Pro, the commercial-vehicle division of Ford Motor, has begun offering free chargers to customers who allow them to be switched off during peaks in electricity demand. Owners also save on their electricity bills.



Ford provides the software to manage the chargers and accommodate customers' driving needs, and it manages the relationship with utilities. Ford is testing the service in Massachusetts before expanding it to other states. The next step will be a two-way system that allows the vehicles to send energy to the grid.



"What smart charging can do is cut costs," said Jim Gawron, director of charging strategy at Ford's electric vehicle division. "That has been a key barrier for customers."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/05/business/energy-environment/electric-car-batteries-grid.html
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Collectors Line Up in London as King Charles Bank Notes Are Released



A steady stream of people lined up at the Bank of England on Wednesday to get what they hoped would be collector's items: the first bank notes featuring the portrait of King Charles III.




Lee O'Brien holds 5, 10, 20 and 50 pound bills that feature portraits of King Charles, outside the Bank of England in central London on Wednesday.




By Claire Moses


Jun 05, 2024


Bank notes can still be exciting in our increasingly cashless society.



On Wednesday morning, in front of the Bank of England headquarters, a queue -- that's a British line, which is the same as an American line but more orderly -- formed, as people walked out with collector's items: the first bills with King Charles III's portrait on them.



In the queue were avid coin collectors, people with nostalgic feelings toward the new bank note (the first in their lifetime showing a new monarch) and the odd tourist who happened to need old money changed.



The bank has issued 5, 10, 20 and 50 pound bills with the new designs, which are similar in color scheme to the bills in circulation with Queen Elizabeth II on them. Bills with the Queen's portrait on them will remain in circulation across the country, alongside the ones with King Charles.



Although Brits are accustomed to seeing the monarch on their money, it wasn't always the case. The Bank of England began printing bank notes in 1725, but it was not until 1960 that bills featured the monarch. Until that time, Britannia -- the personification of Britain -- had been the only character on the bills.



The modest but steady line moved along swiftly on Wednesday, with people spending no more than 20 minutes to exchange their money.




An orderly line outside the Bank of England headquarters in central London, on Wednesday.




Lee O'Brien, who lives in East London, came to the bank on Wednesday to supplement his collection of old notes, as well as to take a peek inside the country's most famous bank building.



"It's just the novelty," he said, adding that he would not spend the 180 pounds (about $230) he was exchanging.



"I had nothing else to do," said Jonny Blake, another Londoner and a collector, ready to exchange PS300 ($383). Mr. Blake said he also had more than PS80 ($102) worth of special 50 pence coins featuring King Charles's likeness, which were issued in 2023. 



For Keith McCulloch, farther back in the line, the driving factor was nostalgia. His father was an avid collector, and he said he wanted to honor that tradition.



"I'm looking forward to seeing it," Mr. McCulloch said of the new money. "It's a lot different having it in your hand."



Other people enjoyed the historic nature of the day. Phuong and Nate Powell moved to Britain in 2022 from Northern Virginia, not long before Queen Elizabeth died. They said they were not planning on spending the money they were about to exchange. "It's more of a collector's thing," Ms. Powell said. Like so many others, they did not readily have enough cash on hand and had to make a separate stop to retrieve cash to exchange. 




Many who sought King Charles bank notes at the Bank of England this week said they would keep them as collector's items. 




Harpal Singh came to London from his home in Northampton, about 70 miles away, on Wednesday morning. "I've been collecting since I was a little boy," he said. He, like many others, had been waiting for the new notes for a long time. But the king, he said, "has waited a lot longer than I have."



Mr. Singh said he was happy to find the queues manageable and fast at the Bank of England on Wednesday, and walked out of the bank with PS300 of fresh new cash.



"It was worth the trip down," Mr. Singh said.



Most people said they would keep the bills, rather than spend them. Other people said they would save them for their children, hoping the bills would be worth something one day. Others were excited to slip them into collector's booklets at home.



Spending the notes immediately might have been a bit of a challenge, anyway: Many of the coffee shops and other businesses around the Bank of England are cashless these days.
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Officer of Detroit Nonprofit Accused of Stealing $40 Million



Prosecutors said the financial chief of the Detroit Riverfront Conservancy used the group's funds for personal purchases from Louis Vuitton and a diamond dealer.




The Detroit Riverfront Conservancy received public and private donations to revitalize the area alongside the Detroit River. 




By David A. Fahrenthold


Jun 05, 2024


The Detroit Riverfront Conservancy, a nonprofit intended to beautify the city's once-industrial waterfront, had more than $100 million in assets, and tens of millions more flowing in annually from government and private donors.



One man had near total control of the group's money, according to federal charging documents released Tuesday: its chief financial officer, William A. Smith.



Mr. Smith's grip on the nonprofit's finances was so tight that even the nonprofit's accountant, charged with tracking spending, could not log into one of the group's bank accounts. Only Mr. Smith had the password. He gave her the bank statements on paper and met her only four times a year, in the parking lot of a Honey Baked Ham store 40 miles from the office.



On Wednesday, federal prosecutors said Mr. Smith abused his power to pull off an astonishing fraud: He stole nearly $40 million between 2012 and this March, they said, equal to 39 percent of all the money that the group had reported spending in that time, burning through the group's cash reserves.



Mr. Smith, 51, was charged with bank fraud and wire fraud, both felonies that can come with as much as 30 years of prison time.



The case highlights an enduring problem among nonprofits. A lax or informal approach to financial management can leave groups that handle millions of dollars in public and private funds vulnerable to waste, runaway costs or, in the worst cases, insider theft. When this happens, it's often hard to catch. While the Internal Revenue Service has oversight over nonprofits, the average annual audit rate by the agency is less than 1 percent.



Brian Mittendorf, a professor who studies nonprofit accounting at Ohio State University, said that the conservancy's official documents show that it took steps to safeguard its finances -- including oversight from its board of directors and annual audits.



"All these things sound as if it's an organization with a pretty robust review in place. On the other hand, only one person can access the money, and provides paper copies in a Honey Baked Ham parking lot?" Mr. Mittendorf said. "Those sound like the opposite of a robust governance mechanism."



"It's a story we've seen over and over again" in the nonprofit world, he said. "We don't enter financial circumstances with enough skepticism."



An attorney for Mr. Smith did not respond to a request for comment.



In a written statement, the Detroit Riverfront Conservancy commended prosecutors for investigating "a nefarious scheme to subvert layers of financial controls and embezzle resources from one of the greatest waterfront projects in the United States."



The nonprofit's outside auditing firm, which had conducted annual financial checkups, declined to comment.



The group has successfully redeveloped a long stretch of the city's Detroit River waterfront and, until recently, had shown no public signs of distress. Local foundations contributed to it annually and it received grants from the Environmental Protection Agency, among others. In 2013, Mr. Smith was named a 
finalist
 for "C.F.O. of the year" by a local business magazine.



But the nonprofit discovered problems with its finances this spring and invited Michigan State Police to investigate, according to reporting by 
The Detroit News.
 The police then handed the case to the F.B.I. In May, the group 
fired Mr. Smith.



Prosecutors say Mr. Smith used one of the nonprofit's bank accounts -- the one to which he held the password -- to begin paying his own American Express bills in November 2012. Those bills included charges from airlines, Louis Vuitton, a diamond dealer and an interior design firm.



Over the next 12 years, prosecutors said, he used the nonprofit's money to pay $14.9 million in American Express bills. They said Mr. Smith also simply transferred $24.4 million from the same account to a company he owned.



He covered it up by altering the paper bank statements, charging documents say.



When he gave the statements to the nonprofit's accountant, Mr. Smith removed the payments to himself and replaced them with fake payments to other vendors, charging documents say.



Prosecutors said that by last year, Mr. Smith had a new problem: He had stolen so much money that the nonprofit was running out of cash. So he forged documents to take out a $5 million line of credit in the nonprofit's name, then transferred that money into the account he was using to pay himself.



The leaders of the nonprofit, Mr. Smith's supervisors, did not discover that line of credit until more than a year later.
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New Stock Exchange in Texas Takes Aim at N.Y.S.E. and Nasdaq



The Texas Stock Exchange, based in Dallas, has the backing of BlackRock and Citadel Securities. But challengers to the dominant New York markets have gained little traction.




The founder of the new exchange said that the large number of Texas companies with public listings or the potential to go public played a role in the decision to set up in Dallas.




By Joe Rennison


Jun 05, 2024


A start-up stock exchange headquartered in Dallas and backed by the financial powerhouses BlackRock and Citadel Securities is set to challenge the dominance of the New York Stock Exchange and Nasdaq in the listing and trading of companies and funds.



The Texas Stock Exchange, or TXSE, has raised roughly $120 million from more than two dozen investors, including BlackRock and Citadel Securities as well as some unnamed business leaders, according to 
a statement
 on Wednesday.



The exchange has yet to register with the Securities and Exchange Commission, which will be its primary regulator, but intends to do so later this year. It cannot begin operating without the S.E.C.'s approval. The announcement of the exchange was first reported by The Wall Street Journal.



Established exchanges have come under fire in recent years for what some investors have seen as onerous costs for services like accessing trading data, and from companies that have grumbled about regulatory overreach, such as with rules targeting board diversity and governance.



James Lee, the founder and chief executive of TXSE Group, the parent company of the exchange, said that the large number of Texas companies with public listings or the potential to go public also played a role in the decision to set up in Dallas.



Companies like Tesla and Hewlett-Packard Enterprise have moved their headquarters to Texas in recent years, joining others like American Airlines and Exxon Mobil, which have been there for decades. Mr. Lee said there were also thousands of private-equity backed companies in Texas, many of which could be considering going public, that TXSE also intended to target.



"Texas and the other states in the southeast quadrant have become economic powerhouses," Mr. Lee said. "Combined with the demand we are seeing from investors and corporations for expanded alternatives to trade and list equities, this is an opportune time to build a major, national stock exchange in Texas." BlackRock said in a statement that it looked forward "to engaging with the other investors on the benefits of the TXSE's unique value proposition."



Dislodging the entrenched exchanges like the N.Y.S.E. and Nasdaq, themselves the product of repeated mergers as they absorbed rivals, is no small task.



Traders tend to flock to the largest exchanges with the most transactions, because typically more trading activity leads to better prices.



The Long Term Stock Exchange started in 2016 with a mission to create a more equitable and sustainable capital market; it took three years to gain regulatory approval, didn't begin trading until 2020, and now has two companies listed on its exchange. IEX, an electronic exchange that sought to disrupt superfast trading firms from gaining a competitive edge on speed alone, has had some success since its start in 2014, but is still dwarfed by the N.Y.S.E. and Nasdaq.
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Court Strikes Down S.E.C.'s Fee Disclosure Rule for Funds



Private equity and hedge funds had appealed the regulator's August ruling requiring them to disclose their fees and expenses to investors.




The S.E.C.'s August rule created new requirements of private fund managers -- to provide investors with quarterly disclosures about fees and expenses and to treat all investors in a fund equally, no matter how big the investor was.




By Matthew Goldstein


Jun 05, 2024


A federal appellate court on Wednesday struck down a Securities and Exchange Commission rule intended to provide investors in hedge funds, private equity funds and venture capital firms with more information about fees and expenses.



The unanimous decision from the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit in New Orleans sided with a group of associations representing the private fund industry in ruling that the S.E.C. exceeded its authority with the rule, which was enacted in August.



In its decision, the appeals court agreed with their argument, saying that the regulator had overstepped with its rule, which was based on a law meant to protect everyday investors, who typically invest in mutual funds and other public securities, rather than investors in hedge fund and private equity firms.



The S.E.C. said in a statement that it was reviewing the decision and would " determine next steps as appropriate."



Hedge funds, private equity firms and venture capital firms manage about $27 trillion in customer assets for pension funds, universities, charitable groups and wealthy individuals. About a decade ago, large investment funds were required to register with the S.E.C. and subject themselves to basic regulatory oversight.



The S.E.C.'s August rule created new requirements of private fund managers -- to provide investors with quarterly disclosures about fees and expenses and to treat all investors in a fund equally, no matter how big the investor was. The S.E.C. said the goal was to bring more uniformity to the information private funds provide to investors.



The S.E.C. chair, Gary Gensler, said at the time that the rule would promote greater transparency and competition in the private fund industry. The S.E.C. 
adopted the rule
 in a 3-to-2 vote, with all Democratic commissioners in favor and Republican commissioners opposing.



Private fund managers objected to the rule and said the quarterly disclosures, in particular, would increase operating costs. A group of associations representing the private fund industry immediately filed a lawsuit challenging the rule.



The appeals court ruling drew criticism from advocates of greater transparency in financial markets.



"While the federal securities laws were created to ensure investors were provided with essential information, the court is saying the S.E.C. can't do that for investors in private funds," said Tyler Gellasch, president of Healthy Markets Association.



The ruling could set the stage for other legal challenges from the private fund business.



"The court affirmed that the S.E.C. cannot expand its authority beyond what Congress intended," said Bryan Corbett, president of the Managed Funds Association, one of the industry groups that brought the lawsuit. "Unfortunately, this is just one instance of S.E.C. overreach."



The Fifth Circuit has 
become among the more conservative federal
 appellate benches in the country. Because of its business-friendly nature, industry groups increasingly have brought lawsuits challenging regulations in federal courts in Texas and Louisiana in the hope of getting a hearing before the appellate court. The three judges on the appellate panel were all appointed by Republican presidents.
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Costco Plans to Stop Selling Books Year-Round



The decision, which will be implemented in January 2025, could significantly impact publishers.




Costco's book orders can be substantial, in the tens of thousands of copies, so the decision to pull back can hurt book sales. 




By Elizabeth A. Harris and Alexandra Alter


Jun 05, 2024


In a blow to publishers and authors, Costco plans to stop selling books regularly at stores around the United States, four publishing executives who had been informed of the warehouse retailer's plans said on Wednesday.



Beginning in January 2025, the company will stop stocking books regularly, and will instead sell them only during the holiday shopping period, from September through December. During the rest of the year, some books may be sold at Costco stores from time to time, but not in a consistent manner, according to the executives, who spoke anonymously in order to discuss a confidential business matter that has not yet been publicly announced.



Costco's shift away from books came largely because of the labor required to stock books, the executives said. Copies have to be laid out by hand, rather than just rolled out on a pallet as other products often are at Costco. The constant turnaround of books -- new ones come out every Tuesday and the ones that have not sold need to be returned -- also created more work.



A Costco representative did not immediately respond to a request for comment on Wednesday.



The decision could be a significant setback for publishers at a moment when the industry is facing stagnant print sales and publishing houses are struggling to find ways to reach customers who have migrated online.



While Costco isn't as critical a retail outlet as bookstore chains like Barnes & Noble, it has provided a way for people who might not otherwise seek out books to see them and perhaps grab a new thriller or a cookbook while shopping for socks and paper towels. Shoppers could also browse books at Costco in a way that is difficult to do online.



Costco had already stopped selling books in some markets, including Alaska and Hawaii. Publishing industry executives say other big box retailers remain committed to carrying books and have seen some success with the category.



"It's an easy place to just grab the latest in a series you're reading or pick up a book for your kid," Brenna Connor, the director of U.S. Books at Circana, a market research firm, said of big box stores like Costco or Target. "They are important for the book market overall."



The retailer's impact also comes from the size of its orders. As with tubs of hummus or camping chairs, when Costco decided to stock a book, it often went big, ordering tens of thousands of copies at a minimum. For major blockbusters, they might stock hundreds of thousands of copies of a single title.



Robert Gottlieb, a literary agent and chairman at Trident Media Group, said he'd spoken about the changes at Costco to a number of publishers who were alarmed by the potential blow to sales.



"Costco across the country was a big outlet for books," he said. "There are now fewer and fewer places to buy books in a retail environment."



The change may also impact Costco customers, particularly those who live in areas without a bookstore. And because many books at Costco were impulse buys, some of those sales may not shift over to Amazon or Barnes & Noble. Instead, they might not happen at all.
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Tech Tip



Finding Your Roots With Help From Your Phone



Everyday tools and free apps on your mobile device can help you collect, translate and digitize new material for your family-tree files.




Although simply taking a picture of a picture might do a decent job of digitizing an image, Google's PhotoScan app directs you to capture the picture in multiple shots before it combines everything together to remove glare and enhance the finished file. This can be especially useful for old tintypes like this one or faded photo prints.




By J. D. Biersdorfer


Jun 05, 2024


Spending time in graveyards and libraries may not be everyone's idea of summer fun, but for those interested in finding their roots, collecting information about one's ancestors 
is
 a "family" vacation. Sure, genealogy sites have made researching one's ancestral history much easier with digitized document archives, family-tree-building software and community forums. But not 
everything
 is online.



As you visit libraries, archives and cemeteries in pursuit of your roots, keep your smartphone or tablet at hand -- it can help with translation tools, document scanners and more. Here are a few tips that can make your research trips more efficient.



Decipher Text



Old newspapers, religious registries, grave markers and official government documents (either preserved in an analog archive or 
digitized online
) can be invaluable resources for getting information about your ancestors. However, not every source may be in a language you know.




Both Google Lens, left, and Apple's Translate tool in its iOS software can analyze text in images and try to translate it for you.




Google Lens
 (available as an 
Android
 app or within the 
Google app
 for iOS) can isolate the words in an image and offer an onscreen translation. You can also copy the isolated text into a note or document.




It may not be perfect when it comes to converting old text in other languages to English, but Google Translate can give you a general idea of what was written.




In iOS 15 and later, you can use Apple's 
Live Text
 feature, which uses the camera to translate, copy and share text visible onscreen. When you have a document or headstone in view, tap the square Live Text icon in the bottom-left corner. The software highlights the words and offers a Translate option from the pop-up menu.



If you're still at a loss for the words, consider the 
free translation apps
 on your phone. 
Google Translate
 (for 
Android
 and 
iOS
 and the desktop 
web
 browser) and Apple's 
Translate
 app for its 
iOS devices
 are options, as are third-party translation apps and A.I. chatbots.



If the software has trouble recognizing the text or you have handwritten records that produce garbled translations, try retyping the content into your phone's 
notes app
 or a word-processing document. Next, paste that text into your translation app to see the results. Software-generated translations are not likely to be perfect, but you can probably get a general idea.




To get to Apple's Translate feature built into its iOS software, select a block of text and press the screen to open the pop-up menu. As shown here, cutting and pasting scanned text can result in a garbled original, which can cause the translation to be incorrect as well -- so read against the source material carefully and retype it as needed.




Poor-quality images, input errors or languages that use certain alphabets or stylized fonts can befuddle the software, so search the web for help with converting the words into something your translation app recognizes. For example, some newspapers produced for German immigrants used typefaces like 
Fraktur
 with certain characters that don't exist in other alphabets, but you can find charts for 
identifying them
.



Scan Documents



When you discover documents in libraries and archives that haven't been digitized, use your phone to scan the pages you need (with the institution's approval, of course). If you don't have 
a dedicated scanner app
, use the tool in the 
Google Drive
 or Apple's 
Notes
 app.




To scan a document with Google Drive, open the app, tap the New button, select Scan (circled at left) from the menu and hold your phone over the page you want to capture.




In the Google Drive app for Android and iOS,
 tap the + button, choose Scan and point the phone's camera and the document you want to capture. The file is saved to your Google Drive.




To scan a document with Apple's iOS Notes app, create a new note, tap the camera icon on the toolbar and select Scan. Position the phone over the page to capture and save it.




With Apple's Notes app,
 create a new note and tap the camera icon. You have menu options to scan the document itself or scan the text from it right into your note.



Digitize Photos



Taking pictures of images in old yearbooks and other photo collections is a fast way to grab your own digital copies. Your phone's 
photo-editing tools
 can 
quickly crop and enhance
 the files. You can also transfer and clean up the pictures later 
on your computer
 with photo-editing tools on a bigger screen.




The photo-editing tools on your phone might be able to improve images of old photos.




Alternatively, Google has a free 
PhotoScan
 app for Android and iOS that attempts to correct glare, warping, perspective, crookedness and faded colors in old prints when you photograph them. When you open PhotoScan and point the phone at a picture you want to digitize, the app guides you through capturing the image from several angles. It then tries to reconstruct a better version by combining the separate shots and automatically enhancing the color, contrast and other elements of the image.



Find Graves



Visiting the final resting place of an ancestor allows you to both pay your respects and sometimes get new details from a burial marker. Online resources like 
Find a Grave
 and 
BillionGraves
 can point you to the plots (virtually or in person) and often provide photographs of headstones; BillionGraves has a free basic level and subscriptions that start at $5 a month for more features like the GPS coordinates of every burial site recorded.




The BillionGraves app and website let you search for ancestors by name and include headstone photos and location information for those in its growing database.




Military veterans buried in national cemeteries are usually well documented. The Department of Veterans Affairs has a 
nationwide gravesite locator
 on its site, and 
Arlington National Cemetery
 has 
its own app
 with a search tool for finding the nearly 400,000 veterans laid to rest on its grounds. The 
American Battle Monuments Commission
 has 
a search page
 for those who died in the world wars and are buried overseas.




Arlington National Cemetery has its own app for finding the graves of military figures on its grounds.




The free 
FamilySearch
 site has a collection of links for searching records for 
military cemeteries
, as well as a lengthy 
guide to general cemetery research
.



You may not tour the great sites in this sort of trip, but with a phone full of collected history, the journey could be just as memorable.
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Guest Essay



To Win on Immigration, Biden Must Move the Debate Beyond the Border








By Andrea R. Flores


Jun 05, 2024


On Tuesday, President Biden issued a 
proclamation
 that gives the Department of Homeland Security the authority to temporarily block migrants from seeking asylum between ports of entry at the United States-Mexico border. This means that the only people who are able to apply for asylum at the border are those who can secure an appointment through the government's CBP One app, in flagrant violation of 
immigration law
.



The president's decree echoes a 2018 
Trump-era policy
 that invoked the same powers to deny protections to people seeking asylum between ports of entry. That one was 
blocked
 by the federal courts. The American Civil Liberties Union has said it will challenge this ban as well.



Mr. Biden may think that shutting the border to asylum seekers will improve his standing with voters. But he is falling into the trap of believing that the only way to counter Republican criticism and appeal to voters for whom immigration is a top concern is to restrict asylum even further. Rather than reduce unauthorized migration, his policy will likely push people to cross at more dangerous areas along the border.



Though there's little to be done now about this recycled immigration policy, Mr. Biden has a moral obligation to use his legal authority to protect the communities he promised to defend four years ago while on the campaign trail. That would be a smart political move.



When the immigration fight is only about fear mongering around the border, Donald Trump wins. But our nation's immigration challenges transcend the border. The president can set himself apart by taking a more holistic approach. To do so, he can enact policies that benefit immigrants and Americans alike.



Only Congress can create a path to citizenship for the 11 million undocumented immigrants living in the United States. But Mr. Biden could use his executive power to shield immigrants from deportation and allow them to work legally. Even temporary protections of this kind could have a profound effect on people's lives.



Democrats have moved to protect undocumented immigrants in the past. After trying and failing 
in 2010
 to get Congress to pass the DREAM Act -- which would have created a path to citizenship for some undocumented youth brought to the United States as children -- President Barack Obama explored every legal option he had to protect Dreamers.



In June 2012, he announced the creation of the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals, or DACA, program. DACA's temporary shield from deportation and the provision of work permits were life changing for many people who were able to enroll in school and start businesses. When Mr. Trump tried to 
end the program
 in 2017, businesses and policymakers from both parties 
applied legal pressure
 on his administration to reverse course.



It can be hard to see a path forward in today's polarized immigration debate. But both George W. Bush and Mr. Obama used their executive power to 
protect
 the undocumented family members of military service members and create a 
policy
 that 
grants
 undocumented immigrants' parents, spouses and children temporary permission to work and stay in the United States.



A similar program could shield the undocumented spouses of American citizens, particularly those who have lived in the country for many years, from deportation and grant them the right to work legally, and remove a hurdle blocking them from becoming U.S. citizens. It should require family members to undergo a background check, pay a fee and meet strict eligibility requirements. Mr. Biden can rise to the moment by leveraging the parole power to fulfill his promise to keep families together.



Mr. Biden could also extend 
Temporary Protected Status
 to more people, which he has already done 
for some immigrants
 to great success. Under the law, Mr. Biden has the discretion and power to give temporary legal status to people fleeing their homes because of natural disasters and conflict.



His Department of Homeland Security could expand the protections to include additional countries -- like the Democratic Republic of Congo, Ecuador and Guatemala -- if the agency determines they meet the requirements of the T.P.S. statute. That would allow people to work legally, giving beneficiaries living in cities that have been overwhelmed by new arrivals the ability to support themselves and fill critical labor shortages. T.P.S. has the added benefit of reducing unauthorized migration to the border. When people can legally work and send money home, remittances become a tool that can prevent further economic displacement.



In the last decade, the vast majority of immigration policies issued by the executive branch have been challenged in court. But the risk of litigation should not be an excuse for inaction. Millions of people in our communities still live without a work permit or protection from deportation, and Mr. Biden has the power to help them.



Fortunately, unlike this week's proclamation, these proposed policies have strong legal footing. Parole has been used to protect broad groups of immigrants since the 1950s; even recently, litigation against Mr. Biden's parole pathways for Cubans, Haitians, Venezuelans and Nicaraguans 
withstood a legal challenge
 from Texas.



If elected to a second term, Mr. Trump has promised to crack down on immigration. Should he try to end T.P.S., he would have to overcome the same legal hurdles he faced when he attempted to suspend the program for several countries during his first term.



As long as both parties keep fighting over the border -- rather than looking at the bigger issues facing immigrants in America today -- they will fail to build the immigration system that our country needs. Our economy has always relied on immigrants, but we are far from building a bipartisan consensus to modernize our immigration system, which has not been meaningfully reformed since the 
Immigration Act of 1990
.



Rather than playing into the hands of Mr. Trump on border politics, Mr. Biden should be pursuing policies that help people come to the United States legally, which could help relieve the 
nation's worker shortage
, reverse rural population decline and give us a competitive advantage over every other aging nation.



Congress needs to provide a permanent path to citizenship. But in the meantime, it's critical that the president takes seriously the urgency of protecting longtime undocumented people in the United States and continues to build political momentum for sensible immigration laws.



Mr. Biden can and should lead his party back to a time when fighting for the undocumented was a major policy priority alongside border security. It worked for him before, and it can work for him again. But to do so, he must act now.



Andrea R. Flores is the vice president for immigration policy and campaigns at FWD.us, a bipartisan political group that advocates reforming immigration and criminal justice policies.



The Times is committed to publishing 
a diversity of letters
 to the editor. We'd like to hear what you think about this or any of our articles. Here are some 
tips
. And here's our email: 
letters@nytimes.com
.



Follow the New York Times Opinion section on 
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WhatsApp
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X
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Guest Essay



Indian Voters Have Finally Woken Up








By Anjali Mody


Jun 05, 2024


For weeks, the announcement of India's election results loomed as a moment of dread for millions of people who cherish the country's commitment to secular democracy.



Throughout the marathon voting process, it was considered a near inevitability that Prime Minister Narendra Modi -- who has galvanized his right-wing Hindu base with assaults on India's founding values, minorities and basic decency -- would win a third straight thumping victory. So assured was his Bharatiya Janata Party of winning an even larger share of parliamentary seats that in the long buildup to the general elections it taunted opponents with the slogan: "This time, 400 plus."



But as the election results began rolling out on Tuesday, it was as if someone snapped their fingers and India emerged from a long period of hypnosis. Mr. Modi, who recently claimed that his birth was not a "
biological
" event but that he had been sent by God, failed to even deliver his party a simple parliamentary majority, leaving it unable to form a government on its own. He will probably remain prime minister for another five-year term. But his spell over voters seems to have been broken, and with it "Hindutva" -- the B.J.P.'s project to turn India into a majoritarian Hindu-nationalist state -- may have finally hit a roadblock.



Mr. Modi has towered over India since first sweeping to power in 2014. He is now diminished. In the 2019 elections, his party won 303 of the 543 seats. His government, which also included 50 parliamentarians from minor coalition partners, ran roughshod over the opposition. This time Mr. Modi's party has secured a far fewer 240 seats, but will be able to form another coalition government with the help of partners who are needed more than ever. The opposition I.N.D.I.A. alliance -- formed by the once-dominant Indian National Congress and more than two dozen mostly regional parties -- nearly equaled the B.J.P. tally despite a deeply unfair electoral playing field.



During its 10 years in power, Mr. Modi's party has, in the style of authoritarian regimes, captured or subverted nearly every significant institution in India. One of the richest political parties in the world, it created a fund-raising mechanism -- declared unconstitutional by India's Supreme Court earlier this year -- to take advantage of anonymous political donations. The party has gone after its rivals using government agencies, tying them up in endless investigations, freezing party bank accounts and even jailing two chief ministers from 
opposition-controlled states
 in the run-up to the vote. The B.J.P. has used its power, money and pressure to split other political parties and engineer defections. It has effectively turned major television broadcasters and newspapers into propaganda arms, financially rewarding those who play ball and turning enforcement agencies on those who do not.



The government-controlled media treated the election as a contest between a predestined, natural winner and a bunch of wannabes. In the end, the opposition I.N.D.I.A. alliance, with the Congress party's Rahul Gandhi as its national face, won over voters who had suffered the consequences of Modi's governance failures and the misinformation it propagated through the media.



The young alliance shattered Mr. Modi's aura of invincibility with a back-to-basics message that focused on the prime minister's failure to deliver even minimal economic gains for many citizens, who face historically high unemployment, rising prices and growing inequality even while financial markets have boomed.



To have hope in the I.N.D.I.A. alliance might have felt like a leap of faith. But its performance in the election is an important declaration that there are still parties in India that are, despite their differences and the culture of fear that has helped to sustain Mr. Modi, united by a commitment to constitutional values and the will to stand against Hindutva. The alliance encompasses a wide national political base, including in states that are significantly more socially and economically advanced than many of those controlled by the ruling party. An I.N.D.I.A. alliance that can build on its success and stand up to Mr. Modi will be good news for the country.



Earlier this year, Mr. Modi, playing the priest-king, inaugurated a new Hindu temple in the pilgrimage city of Ayodhya. It was the 
culmination of a Hindu right-wing campaign
 to build a temple on the site of a centuries-old mosque that was illegally demolished by a Hindu mob in 1992. The structure was supposed to represent the victory of Hindutva and the marginalization of India's 200 million Muslims -- who have been vilified by Mr. Modi and violently attacked by Hindu mobs -- and ensure that Hindu voters would carry him to an easy victory. But even with the temple -- plus a new airport near Ayodhya, new roads and a revamped railway station to bring in worshipers -- his party lost the parliamentary seat of the Faizabad constituency, where Ayodhya is located.



As the I.N.D.I.A. coalition's campaign focused attention on Mr. Modi's governance failures and the B.J.P.'s goal of changing the country's inclusive constitution, the prime minister scraped the bottom of the barrel, going beyond even his usual dog whistles and portraying the opposition as poised to essentially hand the country over to Muslims. Yet Mr. Modi's 
ramped-up anti-Muslim rhetoric
 appears to have not helped him -- and may have even hurt him. Mr. Modi himself retained his parliamentary seat, but by a narrower margin than in the last election.



The I.N.D.I.A. coalition has cut Mr. Modi down to size and reopened the country's political space. Mr. Modi will remain in power. But there is cautious hope that his government, dependent for survival on coalition partners who do not espouse Hindutva, will have less latitude to undermine democracy, or terrorize Muslims and government critics, and that parliament and state institutions such as the courts will once again function as they should.



On the ground, the changes wrought by Mr. Modi's Hindutva movement over the last 10 years have not been uprooted; there is much work to be done. But supporters of a secular democratic India can now breathe a bit easier.



Anjali Mody (
@AnjaliMody1
) is an Indian freelance journalist based in New Delhi.
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Guest Essay



Why We Must Keep the Memory of D-Day Alive




American troops in Weymouth in southern England being ferried to larger ships on June 4, 1944, in preparation for the Allied invasion of Normandy.




By Garrett M. Graff


Jun 04, 2024


Day by passing day, the Greatest Generation is coming toward its end. D-Day, June 6, 1944, had more than two million Allied personnel on the move across Operation Overlord, and today perhaps a few thousand veterans remain.



In 2021, Harry Parham, believed to be the 
last Black combat veteran
 of D-Day --  about 2,000 Black troops landed that day -- died at 99. Last July, Leon Gautier, the 
last surviving French commando
 at the Normandy landings, died. In December, it was Maureen Sweeney, the Irish weather observer whose reports of storms over the Atlantic changed the course of D-Day. In April, it was Bill Gladden, who had been part of the British Sixth Airborne Division's glider landing on that day and had hoped, at age 100, to 
survive
 to return to Normandy, France, for Thursday's 80th anniversary.



As we mark the final passing of those who won that war, it's easy to get caught up in gauzy romanticism and lose sight of how the Axis powers unified the free world against them and showed Americans, specifically, what we are capable of.



Every serviceman headed to Normandy was handed a "Pocket Guide to France" that read, in part: "We democracies aren't just doing favors in fighting for each other when history gets tough. We're all in the same boat. Take a look around you as you move into France and you'll see what the Nazis do to a democracy."



This election year it is worth asking what we are doing with the legacy that the Greatest Generation defended and bequeathed to us. American freedom has always been imperfect -- a nation seeking, generation after generation, to be better, more equal, more inclusive and still more free. It is a story of hard-fought rights and bloodily defended liberties that each generation of Americans has handed down to the next, a vision for a future in which each successive generation will improve upon the past.



We now face the very real question of whether America will embrace a vision of a country less free and less democratic, more divided and more unequal. It would be a step backward unlike almost anything else in American history.



We can hold on to the past to be reminded of what America, and its allies, were once able to achieve. D-Day was a titanic enterprise, perhaps the largest and most complex single operation in human history -- an effort to launch a force of more than a million men across the English Channel on more than 3,000 planes and more than 7,000 ships; to methodically transport entire floating harbors, a herculean secret project known as the Mulberries, as well as 300,500 gallons of drinking water and 800,000 pints of blood plasma, a stockpile carefully segregated, as mandated at the time, between white and Black donors.



The day, fought across five beaches and a roughly 60-mile-wide front, is too vast to comprehend and, in that sense, is best understood at the level of the individual. Take the story of Albert Mominee serving with the 16th Infantry Regiment. He was a slight 28-year-old from Southbridge, Mass., who had cleared the Army's five-foot height minimum by a mere inch. Two years into his military service, D-Day would already be his third foreign invasion.



He was among the older of the troops at the time; many of the "veteran" sergeants on D-Day were just in their early 20s, while the paratroopers and soldiers they commanded were often still in their teens. The coxswain of LCT-589, Edward Bacalia, known as "Bugs," was 17 years old. "We owed our skins to Bugs's seamanship, too, that day," recalled his crew mate Martin Waarvick. "How about that: 17 years old and piloting a landing craft onto Omaha Beach on D-Day? Not just once, but twice."



Pvt. Frank Palys, of the 101st Airborne's 506th Parachute Infantry Regiment -- the regiment whose Easy Company was later immortalized in the mini-series "Band of Brothers"
 
-- recalled, "I was just a young kid, like the rest of them, trying to free the world from the Nazis." Or, as Pvt. Ernest Hilberg, of the 18th Infantry Regiment, put it: "I was doing a job that had to be done, that we were going to get rid of the bastard Hitler."



What that Greatest Generation fought for on D-Day was noble -- the first successful cross-Channel invasion from Britain in history, launched not to subjugate or seize but to liberate a continent darkened by authoritarianism. As the supreme allied commander, Gen. Dwight Eisenhower, 
told
 CBS's Walter Cronkite, when they returned to Normandy in 1964 for the 20th anniversary, "These men came here -- British, and our other allies, Americans -- to storm these beaches for one purpose only, not to gain anything for ourselves, not to fulfill any ambitions that America had for conquest, but just to preserve freedom."



It took another 20 years for the heroism of what would come to be called the Greatest Generation to be appropriately lionized. For decades, few had spoken openly or boastfully of the fights of World War II. Veterans, ripped early from their already hard peacetime childhoods during the Great Depression, had been deposited back in the country after 1945 flush with hard-earned experience, youthful energy and G.I. Bill cash. They settled into aggressively pursuing their daily lives and an American economic boom that created, as politicians often celebrated, the strongest middle class in world history.



In their adulthoods, they held the line against the Communists and the Soviet Union in the Cold War, again defending freedom from authoritarianism. First Sgt. Leonard G. Lomell, of the Second Ranger Battalion, who had climbed the cliffs of Pointe du Hoc in Normandy to disable a threatening German battery, captured the sentiment of many: "I've kept a low profile for 50 years, as have most of my men. We didn't write articles, books, make speeches or publicize the performance of our duties. We knew what each other did and we did our duty like professionals. We weren't heroes; we were just good Rangers."



It was President Ronald Reagan's speech at Pointe du Hoc in 1984, celebrating the exploits of Lomell and his comrades, that began to properly honor and memorialize the fight of World War II. Follow-on work by writers like Stephen Ambrose, Douglas Brinkley and Tom Brokaw changed forever how history will view the sacrifices of both the living and the dead of World War II.



Mr. Brokaw found himself transformed by his journey at the 40th anniversary through the cafes and villages of Normandy, speaking to veterans who had returned to view the beaches they had fought so hard to capture. "I was deeply moved and profoundly grateful for all they had done. I realized that they had been all around me as I was growing up and that I had failed to appreciate what they had been through and what they had accomplished," Mr. Brokaw wrote in the introduction of his 1998 book, "The Greatest Generation."



Now it feels almost trite to label World War II the "Good War," but, in so many ways, for America it was -- arguably the last war America fought that ended with a clear victory, waged against an enemy that united America more than it divided us, the last war that clearly pitted good against evil in the pursuit of the ideals of freedom and democracy, which in today's America feels ever more elusive, unfortunately controversial, and too often negotiable or situational.



America's role in World War II was far from perfect -- recent years have seen an overdue reckoning with the internment of Japanese Americans, to name just one dark chapter. But it was a war we understood and one that gave meaning to those who fought in it. It was a war for an ideal, where our leaders and politicians asked clearly and confidently for sacrifice for noble reasons.



Across the next few months we will be hearing a lot of argument about what America is and what it isn't. There's a simpler answer to that question than many would like to admit: What we'll fight for is who we are. And, as we look ahead, we must decide if we're still as willing today to fight for democracy as the generation who stormed Normandy was 80 years ago.



Mr. Graff is a journalist, a historian and the author, most recently, of "
When the Sea Came Alive: An Oral History of D-Day
."
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Charles M. Blow



The Beauty of Embracing Aging








By Charles M. Blow


Jun 06, 2024


As Evelyn Couch said to Ninny Threadgoode in Fannie Flagg's "Fried Green Tomatoes at the Whistle Stop Cafe": "I'm too young to be old and too old to be young. I just don't fit anywhere."



I think about this line often, this feeling of being out of place, particularly in a culture that obsessively glorifies youth and teaches us to view aging as an enemy.



No one really tells us how we're supposed to age, how much fighting against it and how much acceptance of it is the right balance. No one tells us how we're supposed to feel when the body grows softer and the hair grayer, how we're supposed to consider the craping of the skin or the wrinkles on the face that make our smiles feel unfortunate.



The poet Dylan Thomas told us we should "rage, rage against the dying of the light," that "old age should burn and rave at close of day." He died, sadly, before turning 40.



For those of us well past that mark, rage feels futile, like a misallocation of energy. There is, after all, a beauty in aging. And aging is about more than how we look and feel in our bodies. It's also about how the world around us plows ahead and pulls us along.



I remember a call, a few years ago, from a longtime friend who said it looked as if her father was about to pass away. I remember meeting her, along with another friend, at her father's elder care facility so she wouldn't have to be alone, and seeing the way her tears fell on his face as she stroked his cheeks and cooed his name; the way she collapsed in the hallway on our way out, screaming, not knowing if that night would be his last.



He survived, and has survived several near-death experiences since, but I saw my friend's struggle with her father's health difficulties as a precursor to what might one day be my struggle with my parents' aging and health challenges. And it was.



Soon after that harrowing night at the elder care facility, my mother, who lives alone, suffered a stroke. Luckily, one of my brothers was having breakfast with her that morning and, noticing that her speech was becoming slurred, rushed her to the emergency room.



On the flight to Louisiana, I tried in vain to remain calm, not knowing what condition she would be in when I arrived, not knowing the damage the stroke had done. When I finally laid eyes on her, it was confirmed for me how fortunate we were that my brother had been alert and acted quickly. My mother would fully recover, but the image of her in that hospital bed -- diminished from the commanding, invincible image of her that had been burned into my mind -- shook me and has remained with me.



In that moment, I was reminded that my mother was in the final chapter of her life, and that I was moving into a new phase of mine.



That is one of the profound, emotional parts of aging: assuming a new familial role. Recognizing that my brothers and I were graduating from being the uncles to being the elders.



And that shifting family dynamic exerts itself on both ends, from above and below. This year, my older son turned 30. There's no way to continue to consider yourself young when you have a child that age. He isn't a father yet, but it has dawned on me that by the time I was his age, I had three children and my marriage was coming to an end. In fact, by the time I was his age, all of my mother's grandchildren had been born.



No matter how young you may look or feel, time refuses to rest. It forges on. I'm now right around the age my parents were when I first considered them old.



I'm not sure when the world will consider me old -- maybe it already does -- but I do know that I'm no longer afraid of it. I welcome it. And I understand that the best parts of many books are their final chapters.



The actress Jenifer Lewis, appearing on the nationally syndicated radio show "The Breakfast Club," once 
remarked
: "I'm 61. I got about 30 more summers left." Since hearing those words, I've thought of my own life in that way, in terms of how many summers I might have left. How many more times will I see the leaves sprout and the flowers bloom? How many more times will I spend a day by the pool or enjoy an ice cream on a hot day?



I don't consider these questions because I'm worried, but because I want to remind myself to relish. Relish every summer day. Stretch them. Fill them with memories. Smile and laugh more. Gather with friends and visit family. Put my feet in the water. Grow things and grill things. I make my summers count by making them beautiful.



I have no intention of raging against my aging. I intend to embrace it, to embrace the muscle aches and the crow's feet as the price of growing in wisdom and grace; to understand that age is not my body forsaking me but my life rewarding me.



Aging, as I see it, is a gift, and I will receive it with gratitude.
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letters



How Will Trump's Conviction Affect the Election?


Jun 05, 2024







To the Editor:



Re "
'Guilty' May Not Matter,
" by Frank Bruni (Opinion, June 2):



Mr. Bruni fears that Donald Trump's newfound status as a convicted felon may not be enough for him to lose the election. Although Mr. Bruni may be right, he and the rest of us who desperately want to keep this despicable demagogue from returning to the White House should consider why so many millions would vote for a candidate with a criminal record.



Mr. Trump's appeals to grievance and nostalgia for a bygone era have found fertile ground among the non-college-educated working class whose economic advancement has stalled over the past several decades. In many cases Mr. Trump simply exploits racism and xenophobia, but legitimate injury is there as well.



Income gains have stagnated despite rising productivity; good blue-collar, union jobs have been offshored, replaced by lower-paying nonunion jobs in the service sector; and the profit-driven health care system grows increasingly heartless.



With his declarations of a system rigged against both him and his supporters, Mr. Trump has cynically channeled anger at elites who have successfully ridden out or even engineered capitalism's latest jolts.



Although Mr. Trump leads the party that has traditionally championed the interests of the moneyed elite, Democrats have largely failed to offer a compelling alternative for these disaffected voters. The Democrats need to start concentrating on progressive solutions to working-class woes, and President Biden must make a convincing case for the real-life impacts of his not-insignificant achievements.



If this does not happen, we could well see a second Trump presidency, no matter how many criminal counts he has against him.



Kenneth M. Coughlin
New York



To the Editor:



Re "
7 Writers on the Verdict
" (Opinion, June 2) and "
Holy Cow: 34 for 45!
," by Maureen Dowd (column, June 2):



It seems to me there are two important ironies underlying the reflections of the Times Opinion writers on the verdict. The first is that even though Donald Trump was worried that the revelation about Stormy Daniels might have harmed his election chances -- and for that reason he bought her silence and falsified business records -- it turns out that he apparently needn't have bothered since, as the Opinion writers seem generally to agree, many voters are not particularly concerned by his conduct.



The second irony suggested by at least some of the Opinion writers is that not only may Mr. Trump's conduct not harm his election chances, but the decision to prosecute him for that conduct may actually 
help
 his chances.



For example, Matthew Continetti argues that the prosecution "undermined confidence in the rule of law and rallied G.O.P. voters to Trump." And Maureen Dowd reports her sister saying: "I wasn't going to vote for Trump. But now I am because I thought this whole thing was a sham."



In the end, we may not know the effect of Mr. Trump's conduct or of the jury verdict until the voters render 
their
 verdict on Nov. 5. And it seems likely that there will be more ironies to come before that date.



Walter Smith
Washington



To the Editor:



The conviction of former President Donald Trump creates an opportunity. President Biden should announce that if the Republican Party decides that it cannot nominate a convicted felon, he will no longer find it necessary to be the candidate of the Democratic Party.



Open nominating conventions by both parties can forestall a presidential campaign that risks irremediable societal division and enable essential generational change.



Peter McAuliff
Islamorada, Fla.



To the Editor:



Donald Trump's guilt or innocence is of no consequence for me. As far as I'm concerned, he's the lesser of two evils.



My family suffers under President Biden and the Democrats. And, contrary to Mr. Biden's assurances that we're really better off, we just don't know it, I know exactly how much more I'm paying for gas. I know exactly how much more we're paying for food, electricity and water.



My family was definitely better off under Mr. Trump, and that's of consequence for me.



Edward Little
Temple City, Calif.



To the Editor:



Re "
Time Flies When You're Being Convicted
," by Gail Collins and Bret Stephens (The Conversation, June 4):



Mr. Stephens writes of Donald Trump: "I doubt that anyone previously inclined to vote for him will now be swayed to vote for President Biden." That is obvious: The MAGA nation will continue to support Mr. Trump's most extreme ideas and rhetoric, and opportunistic Republicans will go along for a variety of self-interested reasons.



The question is whether traditional conservatives, who believe in good character, the rule of law and the criminal justice system, and sensible, centrist independents will refuse to vote at all in this presidential election because they cannot abide choosing between a felon, even one convicted on what Mr. Stephens considers a weak legal theory, and his incumbent opponent, who is well past his prime and must defend very unpopular policies.



If many potential voters stay home on Election Day, it will affect the outcome of the Biden-Trump contest.



This election is ultimately about the weaknesses of the American political system. It is hard to engage in a process that produced major-party candidates who are so deeply flawed, albeit in very different ways. In about five months, we will get the president we deserve, and it will be ugly.



Steven S. Berizzi
Norwalk, Conn.



Foster Kids Deserve Their Money




James Wood was 14 when his mother died, and he entered California's foster care system. He was entitled to federal benefits, but never received them.




To the Editor:



Re "
Foster Children Fight to Stop States From Taking Their Federal Benefits
" (news article, May 27):



Foster children entitled to Social Security benefits shouldn't have to wait for federal or state legislation to right the wrongs of localities pocketing money that they are owed.



New York is unfortunately one of the cities that seizes the money of disabled children. The Legal Aid Society has been pushing Mayor Eric Adams's administration to adopt practices employed by other states that safeguard children's benefits to pay for essential needs or to set them up for independence after they age out of foster care.



Arizona has emerged as the gold standard on this front; the state contracts with a third party to identify eligible children to preserve these funds in sanctioned savings accounts.



Ironically, New York City contracts with the same company, but instead of doing right by these children, the Administration for Children's Services diverts the overwhelming majority of benefits to underwrite the costs of providing foster care.



New York City must not wait for Congress or others to act. It must do the right thing and follow the lead of other jurisdictions that have figured out how to both comply with federal requirements and ensure that these vulnerable children have the benefits and every single penny to which they are entitled.



Dawne Mitchell
New York
The writer is a chief attorney for the Juvenile Rights Practice at the Legal Aid Society.



Free School Meals




More than 21 million American children now attend schools that offer free meals regardless of family income -- a tenfold increase from 2010.




To the Editor:



Re "
How Free School Meals Went Mainstream
" (Headway, nytimes.com, May 21):



How wonderful that children can eat lunch and breakfast in school without stigmatization and that experts now recognize the benefits of universal free meals.



It wasn't always this way. When the Black Panthers and the Young Lords launched free breakfast programs in Oakland and New York in the late 1960s, politicians and pundits branded the effort as dangerously radical and subversive.



Today conservative forces still seek to roll back free meals for kids, but fortunately they lack momentum and compelling arguments.



Marc Edelman
Callicoon, N.Y.
The writer is a professor of anthropology at Hunter College and the CUNY Graduate Center.
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A Deadly Ambush, a Giant Manhunt and 3 Weeks With No Arrest



The aftermath of a brazen attack on a prison convoy has raised uncomfortable questions for France's justice system.




Police officers at the toll station in Incarville, France, where two prison guards were killed and an inmate escaped when a prison van was ambushed last month.




By Aurelien Breeden


Jun 05, 2024


Dozens of investigators scoured the crime scene in northern France. 
More than 450 police officers
 combed the countryside and the surrounding area. Interpol 
issued an alert
.



French officials said they would "spare no effort or means" to track down heavily armed assailants who ambushed a prison convoy in a brazen daytime attack, killing two guards and freeing an inmate.



But three weeks into an 
extensive manhunt
, the suspects are still on the run.



The case has raised uncomfortable questions about whether France's justice system fully grasped how dangerous the inmate was and if its overburdened prisons had played a role.



The authorities have been tight-lipped, declining even to specify how many people participated in the attack. But they say their investigation has made progress.



Laure Beccuau, the top Paris prosecutor, 
told Franceinfo radio
 last week that the authorities had "a number of leads that I would describe as serious." She did not elaborate, saying only that the ambush had been well-organized, and that the suspects appeared to have planned hide-outs.



The attackers vanished in stolen cars that were later found burned. Experts say it is only a question of when, not if, they are captured.



"It always takes a bit of time," said Christian Flaesch, the former head of the Paris police criminal investigations department. But in the end, he added, fugitives "are almost all caught."




Eric Dupond-Moretti, France's justice minister, said the missing inmate had shown danger signs that "did not seem to have been taken into consideration."




Violent prison breaks are rare in France. The two prison guards who died in the attack last month, at a highway tollbooth about 85 miles northwest of Paris, were the first to be killed in the line of duty in 32 years.



"This violence is quite unprecedented," said Brendan Kemmet, a journalist and author of books about France's most famous prison escapees, including Antonio Ferrara and Redoine Faid, notorious armed robbers who both staged separate jailbreaks involving helicopters, in 
2003
 and 
2018
.



Mr. Ferrara was caught after four months on the run; Mr. Faid, 
after three
. How long the inmate who escaped last month, Mohamed Amra, will evade capture is an open question.



"He's now France's most wanted man," Mr. Kemmet said.



Mr. Amra, 30 -- also known as La Mouche, or The Fly -- had been sentenced to 18 months in prison for burglary, one of more than a dozen convictions for crimes including extortion and assault.



But he was also under investigation on more serious charges -- in Marseille, in connection with a kidnapping and homicide, and in Rouen, in connection with an attempted homicide and extortion case. His lawyer declined to comment for this article.




Carrying the coffin in Caen last month of one of the guards killed. They were the first to die in the line of duty in 32 years.




The Interpol alert -- a red notice -- could indicate suspicions that Mr. Amra has fled France. Experts said a flight abroad could not be ruled out, but noted that the ambush occurred about 125 miles from the nearest border, and that Mr. Amra was native to the Rouen region, where he was being detained before the attack.



Criminals on the run "tend to fall back on familiar ground," Mr. Flaesch said.



Fugitives can evade detection by holing up and using a network of criminal or personal acquaintances to stay supplied. But those networks are likely now under close watch -- phones tapped, trips tailed, routines scrutinized for unusual activity. 



Guillaume Farde, a security expert who teaches at Sciences Po university in Paris, noted that 
an unusually large pizza order
 helped police eventually track down the Brussels hide-out of 
Salah Abdeslam
, who helped carry out the November 2015 attack that killed 130 people in the French capital.



"The only way to escape from a manhunt, even temporarily, is to stop moving," Mr. Farde said. "Until someone in the entourage either makes a mistake or gives information -- or both."



Mr. Abdeslam was taken into custody after a shootout; he had spent four months on the run. But Mr. Abdeslam did not have a business to manage, and experts said Mr. Amra may find it harder to stay under the radar.




An undated photograph of Mohamed Amra, the inmate who escaped. He is also known as La Mouche, or The Fly.




The authorities initially described Mr. Amra as a midlevel criminal whose profile did not match the risky ambush. But details of the investigations that involved him, published in French news outlets, have come to paint a different picture.



Based on leaked police reports and phone tapping records, 
Le Parisien
 and 
BFMTV
 reported that Mr. Amra had juggled cellphones from behind bars to run schemes that they said included drug trafficking and kidnappings for ransom. He also tried to buy assault rifles while in prison, the reports said.



Eric Dupond-Moretti, France's justice minister, acknowledged before Parliament last week that Mr. Amra had shown signs of "dangerousness" that "did not seem to have been taken into consideration."



He has ordered an internal investigation into the prison administration's handling of Mr. Amra -- even as questions swirl about coordination between other branches of the justice system.



In a guest essay in Le Monde
, two top judges, Beatrice Brugere and Jean-Christophe Muller, referenced the case and said efforts to combat organized crime in France were split between law enforcement units that did not always cooperate adequately.



Mr. Amra was targeted by separate investigations in different jurisdictions. If those inquiries had been merged, the judges wrote, "the true extent of the dangerousness of this criminal and of his supporters" would have been clear.



It remains unclear whether police investigators in Marseille and Rouen had shared any information with prison officials, who had increased security for Mr. Amra's convoy but not to the maximum level.



Still, the case has brought attention to a French prison system that is bursting at the seams.




Employees of the Caen-Ifs prison blocked a road during a protest last month.




France's official prison watchdog 
warned recently
 that incarceration rates were reaching highs every month: There were nearly 77,500 inmates in April, but room for fewer than 62,000. That has led to overcrowded and unsanitary cells and violence, the watchdog says.



"We've been chronically understaffed for the past 10 to 15 years, and recruitment isn't making up for job vacancies," said Wilfried Fonck, a representative of UFAP-UNSA, a prison guards' union that staged protests after Mr. Amra's escape. "And on the other side, the prison population goes up every month."



The reports about Mr. Amra conducting business from behind bars did not surprise Mr. Fonck. Drones have delivered phones to prisoners in the past, he noted, and guards were barred from searching inmates leaving visiting rooms, making it easier for contraband to slip in.



Mr. Dupond-Moretti, the justice minister, 
has said
 that the government will work to address the issues highlighted by Mr. Amra's case by deploying more anti-drone and phone-scrambling tools in prisons. It also will consider allowing more systematic searches and the use of videoconferencing to avoid unnecessary transportation of inmates, he said.



Unions are hopeful that the government will follow through, but cautious.



"Prisons have been sick for 30 years," Mr. Fonck said. "Not since yesterday."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/05/world/europe/france-prisoner-manhunt.html
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News Analysis



Narendra Modi Fell to Earth After Making It All About Himself



The Indian leader used his singular persona to lift his party to new heights. Then the opposition found a way to use his cult of personality against him.




Prime Minister Narendra Modi of India addressing his supporters at Bharatiya Janata Party headquarters in New Delhi on Wednesday. He won his second re-election, but lost his party's majority in Parliament.




By Mujib Mashal, Suhasini Raj and Hari Kumar


Jun 05, 2024


When everything became about Prime Minister Narendra Modi of India, his party and its century-old Hindu-nationalist network were propelled to unimagined heights.



On the back of his singular charisma and political skill, a onetime-fringe religious ideology was pulled to the center of Indian life. Landslide election victories remade India's politics, once dominated by diverse coalitions representing a nation that had shaped its independence on secular principles.



But there were always risks in wrapping a party's fortunes so completely in the image of one man, in inundating a country of many religions, castes and cultures with that leader's name, face and voice. Voters could start to think that everything was about him, not them. They could even revolt.



On Tuesday, Mr. Modi and his Bharatiya Janata Party, or B.J.P., fell back to earth. After having promised their biggest election romp yet, they lost more than 60 seats. Mr. Modi will remain in office for a third term, but only with the help of a contentious coalition of parties, some of which are opposed to his core beliefs and want power of their own.



With the result, India's strained democracy appeared to roar back to life, its beaten-down political opposition reinvigorated. And after a decade in which Mr. Modi's success in entrenching Hindu supremacy had often felt like the new common sense, India is seeing its leader and itself in a new light, and trying to understand this unexpected turn.



Most fundamentally, the opposition, newly coalesced for what it called a do-or-die moment as Mr. Modi increasingly tilted the playing field, found a way to use the cult of personality around him to its advantage.




People in a crowd holding cardboard cutouts of Mr. Modi at a campaign rally in Chandrapur, India, in April.




Opposition leaders focused on bread-and-butter issues, often at granular levels in particular constituencies. They hammered Mr. Modi over persistent unemployment and stark inequality. But the B.J.P., with Mr. Modi from on high its only spokesman, was often left with just one answer: Trust in "Modi's guarantee."



"The 'Modi's guarantee' slogan turned out to be our undoing," said Ajay Singh Gaur, a B.J.P. worker who had campaigned in the party stronghold of Uttar Pradesh, the northern state where Mr. Modi suffered his biggest blow on Tuesday, losing nearly half of the B.J.P. seats.



"The opposition made that sound like this was not about him having delivered, or trying to deliver," Mr. Gaur said, "but about him being an arrogant politician."



Mr. Modi gave his adversaries a lot to work with, even declaring that he may not be "biological" and that he had been sent by God.



He has still emerged better so far than other Indian leaders who deeply centralized power. He remains in control of levers of power that could help him and his party restore their dominance. Indira Gandhi, who had also glorified herself and went so far as to suspend India's democracy after declaring a national emergency, was voted out at the peak of her powers before returning three years later.



But Mr. Modi's B.J.P., the world's largest political party, finds itself in a tough spot after years of centralization and reliance on a government machinery put to the service of one man, analysts say. The huge advantage the party has built in numbers and resources is undercut by a lack of internal consultation and delegation of authority.




A banner for Mr. Modi in Varanasi, India, last month.




That was a key reason for its failure in Uttar Pradesh, India's most populous state, with 240 million people, and surrounding states. Local B.J.P. leaders were disenchanted by a top-down approach toward choosing candidates, as well as what they called a misguided belief that Mr. Modi's popularity could allow the party to sidestep potent local issues and caste factors.



With Mr. Modi sucking up all the oxygen at the top, other senior leaders of the party have been left to fight for relevance and a voice. His relentless self-promotion has also alienated the leaders of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh, or R.S.S., the B.J.P.'s right-wing fountainhead.



During election seasons, the R.S.S. activates its vast grass-roots network in support of B.J.P. candidates. While Mr. Modi, a former foot soldier in the organization, has advanced many of its goals, his consolidation of power goes against its regimented nature and its focus on ideology over individual personalities.



One R.S.S. insider, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss internal thinking, said that Mr. Modi's exalting of himself had created such resentment inside the group that some of its leaders welcomed any sort of reality check for him, short of his ouster.



Sudheendra Kulkarni, a political analyst who served as an aide to the first B.J.P. prime minister in the 1990s, said Mr. Modi had pushed through unpopular legislation -- in particular farm laws that prompted a yearlong protest that choked New Delhi -- without consulting with party officials in the affected states. They were left to cope with the ramifications.



"The B.J.P. was never a one-leader party," Mr. Kulkarni said. "All that changed with Narendra Modi in 2014. He sought to promote a new authoritarian idea of one nation, one leader."



Hypothesizing that Mr. Modi's popularity had peaked, the opposition saw an opening to go after a decisive section of votes in the Indian political formula.




Rahul Gandhi, the leader of the Indian National Congress Party, at a joint public meeting with the leader of the Samajwadi Party in Varanasi, India, last month. Both parties gained seats in the national elections on Tuesday.




For decades before his rise in 2014, neither the B.J.P. nor the Indian National Congress, the country's two largest parties, could muster majorities on its own. Mr. Modi expanded his party's backing by consolidating right-wing Hindu voters and drawing in new supporters with his personal story of a humble caste and economic background and a promise to change lives through robust development.



A decade later, in this year's election, the opposition found traction in painting a very different picture of Mr. Modi -- as an autocratic friend of billionaires. Since Mr. Modi had achieved everything he had set out to do, the opposition argued, his pursuit of a resounding majority could only mean that he would seek radical change to the Constitution.



That claim stirred anxiety among India's Dalits and other underprivileged groups, who see the Constitution as their only protection in a deeply unequal society, guaranteeing them a share of government jobs and seats in higher education as well as elected bodies. The opposition was able to push the message harder when some in Mr. Modi's right-wing support base, long seen as having an upper-caste bias, called for revoking the quotas.



Caste identity was a major driving factor for voters in many states, particularly in Uttar Pradesh, with its 80 parliamentary seats. The decline of a Dalit party in the state meant that about 20 percent of the votes were potentially up for grabs.



In Ayodhya, the constituency where Mr. Modi inaugurated a grand Ram temple earlier this year in an effort to consolidate his Hindu support base, the opposition put up a Dalit candidate. He handily defeated the B.J.P.'s two-term incumbent.




Praying at the opening of the Ram Janmabhoomi Temple in Ayodhya, India, in January. Despite opening the temple this year, Mr. Modi's party lost its seat to a Dalit candidate.




In other cases, voters showed their anger over the B.J.P.'s perceived sense of impunity. In Kheri, a constituency where the son of a B.J.P. minister rammed his S.U.V. into a crowd of protesting farmers, killing several, the minister also lost.



Mr. Modi's election campaign took its most divisive turn in Banswara, in the desert state of Rajasthan, where he called India's 200 million Muslims "infiltrators" and raised fears that the opposition would give them India's wealth, including Hindu women's necklaces.



Banswara's B.J.P. incumbent was routed in the election. While the loss was most likely attributable to local issues, the national discussion noted that Mr. Modi's comments had not helped.



In his own constituency of Varanasi, in Uttar Pradesh, Mr. Modi's winning margin of nearly half a million votes in 2019 shrank to about 150,000 -- a disappointing showing after he had dispatched some of the B.J.P.'s most senior leaders to camp out there to help him achieve an even bigger victory.



Jai Prakash, a tea and samosa seller in Varanasi, said some of the prime minister's work, particularly his improvement of roads, was popular. But Mr. Modi was losing the plot, Mr. Prakash said, by turning to issues disconnected from people's day-to-day lives.



"Prices are skyrocketing; so is unemployment," Mr. Prakash said. "He has done some good. But people cannot worship him endlessly."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/05/world/asia/india-election-modi.html
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The New Kingmakers Who Could Make or Break Modi's Government



Two veterans of bare-knuckled Indian politics have the Parliament votes the prime minister will need, but neither is aligned with his Hindu-first vision.




N. Chandrababu Naidu, the leader of the Telugu Desam Party, preparing for a news conference on Wednesday. His party suddenly finds itself in an influential position. 




By Victoria Kim and Pragati K.B.


Jun 05, 2024


After his first two national election victories, Prime Minister Narendra Modi of India easily set his own terms, with his Bharatiya Janata Party winning clear majorities.



The result was different in this vote. It was still 
a victory
, but one that left him dependent on a host of coalition partners -- particularly on politicians from two regional parties who could make or break Mr. Modi's ability to form a government.



Of the more than a dozen parties that make up the B.J.P.'s coalition, known as the National Democratic Alliance, most won just one or two seats, leaving the party in a difficult predicament.



On Wednesday, the B.J.P. said it had reached an agreement to form a coalition government that includes those two regional parties -- the Telugu Desam Party and Janata Dal-United. They will be the biggest junior partners, but they are also avowedly secular and removed from Mr. Modi's Hindu-nationalist ideology.



Cameras on Wednesday followed every word, meeting and movement of the leaders of the two parties, N. Chandrababu Naidu of the Telugu Desam Party, and Nitish Kumar of Janata Dal-United. Their combined 28 seats in Parliament will give the prime minister the votes he needs to stay in power and push through his agenda.



Here is what to know about the men who unexpectedly found themselves as kingmakers, and about the parties they lead.



Their parties don't share Mr. Modi's Hindu-first agenda.



Though some of the members of the B.J.P.'s coalition this year share Mr. Modi's hard-line vision, both the Telugu Desam Party and Janata Dal-United are moderate, secular parties that have a diverse support base.



Speculation in India was focusing on what terms the men were demanding for their support, which are unlikely to be rooted in ideology. Both Mr. Naidu and Mr. Kumar are known to be pragmatic, deal-making politicians whose priorities will be practical concessions for their state, or perhaps cabinet positions.




Nitish Kumar, the head of Janata Dal-United -- a moderate, secular party -- arriving in New Delhi. There was speculation about what concessions he would seek in exchange for supporting the B.J.P. 




They have a history of shifting alliances.



Mr. Kumar has earned a reputation in India for his willingness to switch allegiances over the past decade. He has gone between aligning himself with the B.J.P.-led coalition to supporting its rivals no fewer than five times.



Most recently, in January, he returned to Mr. Modi's alliance just 18 months after he'd left it and with just months to go until the election. He has said his switching of political loyalties was in the interest of his state, Bihar.



Mr. Naidu has also at times broken with Mr. Modi, cutting ties with the B.J.P. in 2018 and joining forces with its chief rival, Indian National Congress, ahead of the 2019 elections. He has said that his party has aligned with the B.J.P. out of "political compulsion."



They are longtime survivors of a tough political scene.



Mr. Naidu and Mr. Kumar have both been in politics for decades, and have been mentioned as potential candidates for prime minister.



Mr. Naidu of the T.D.P., based in the southern state of Andhra Pradesh, is a technocrat who has aggressively pushed for investment from information technology companies in his region. His policies helped bring high-paying jobs for I.T. professionals and transformed the city of Hyderabad.



Mr. Kumar is a nine-time chief minister of Bihar, India's poorest state, who comes from a homegrown socialist background. He has pushed for more funds for low-caste Hindus, and his alliance with the B.J.P. broadened support for the party in his state.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/05/world/asia/india-elections-modi-coalition.html
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'Hanging by a Thread': U.N. Chief Warns of Missing a Key Climate Target



His comments came as the world body's weather agency said it expected Earth to soon surpass the record high temperatures experienced in 2023.




Fire on marshland in Perumbakkam, near Chennai, India, last week.




By Raymond Zhong


Jun 05, 2024


With the planet in the grips of its highest temperatures in more than 100,000 years, scientists with the United Nations weather agency have crunched the numbers and come to a stark conclusion: More record-hot years are all but inevitable.



In the next five years, there's a nearly 90 percent chance Earth will set yet another record for its warmest year, surpassing the scorching highs experienced in 2023, the World Meteorological Organization said in 
a report Wednesday
.



The chances are almost as great that, in at least one of these five calendar years, the average global temperature will be 1.5 degrees Celsius, or 2.7 degrees Fahrenheit, higher than it was at the dawn of the industrial age. That's the level of warming that countries set out to avoid under the 2015 Paris Agreement.



"The target of limiting long-term global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius is hanging by a thread," the United Nations secretary general, Antonio Guterres, said in a speech on Wednesday at the American Museum of Natural History in New York City. He called for urgent action in a number of areas, including slashing carbon dioxide emissions and adopting renewable energy, helping poor countries finance their climate plans, and clamping down on the fossil fuel industry.



On the last subject, Mr. Guterres reiterated past exhortations to 
end taxpayer subsidies for oil and gas
. But he also turned his attention to a new target: He urged governments to ban advertising by fossil-fuel companies, comparing oil and coal producers to the tobacco industry, which faces advertising restrictions worldwide. And he urged the news media and tech companies to stop displaying their ads.



"Fossil fuels are not only poisoning our planet; they're toxic for your brand," Mr. Guterres said, referring to advertising and public-relations agencies. "I call on these companies to stop acting as enablers to planetary destruction."



Several publications, including the Guardian newspaper, have stopped accepting fossil fuel advertising. The New York Times accepts ads from oil and gas companies with some restrictions, including prohibiting sponsorship of its climate newsletter and climate events, a company spokesman said. The Times also doesn't allow fossil fuel companies to buy all of the ad spots on individual episodes of its podcast "The Daily."



Earth's latest streak of record-shattering warmth began in the middle of last year and has not let up as another summer approaches in the Northern Hemisphere.



Last month was the planet's warmest May on the books, the European Union's Copernicus Climate Change Service announced on Wednesday. That made it the 12th-straight month in which the average temperature worldwide exceeded all past records for the time of year. Across that 12-month stretch, the mercury was 1.63 degrees Celsius warmer on average than it was during preindustrial times, according to Copernicus.



The Paris Agreement says the 1.5-degree target is a "long-term" goal. Technically speaking, this means the world will have failed to uphold the pact only if temperatures exceed the threshold for many years, even decades, not just a single year.



"Temporary breaches do not mean that the 1.5 goal is permanently lost," Ko Barrett, the deputy secretary general of the World Meteorological Organization, said at a news conference. Still, what now seems clear, she added, is that such breaches are going to be more and more common.




Flooding in Eldorado do Sul, Brazil, last month.




The effects of the abnormal warmth have been felt across the globe. In 
India
 and 
other parts of South Asia
, temperatures have climbed well past 110 degrees Fahrenheit in recent weeks, pushing many people to the brink. Millions of Americans in California, Nevada and Arizona are experiencing their first intense heat wave of the season this week.



Recent flooding in Brazil caused widespread death and destruction, and could become the country's costliest disaster on record. The torrential, multiday rains that caused the deluges were made twice as likely by extra heat energy added to the atmosphere by human activity, 
scientists said this week
.



Throughout the world's oceans, coral reefs are suffering the 
most widespread bleaching
 ever observed, in large part because of 
how hot the water
 has been. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration expects this year's Atlantic hurricane season to be exceptionally stormy, with 17 to 25 named tropical cyclones. Record ocean temperatures, which provide the thermodynamic fuel for storms to form and intensify, are a major factor.



As global warming continues, "this string of hottest months will be remembered as comparatively cold," said Carlo Buontempo, the Copernicus director. By quickly cutting emissions of greenhouse gases, Earth might be able to cool back down to today's temperatures by century's end, he said.



There's at least one reason to believe some temporary relief is on its way. El Nino, the natural climate phenomenon, is fading. During periodic El Nino events, tremendous amounts of heat are redistributed in the Pacific Ocean, leading to shifts in global weather patterns that typically cause the planet as a whole to be warmer. This contributed at least in part to 2023's record temperatures.



Other contributors might stick around for longer. 
In a study
 published last week, a team of scientists led by Tianle Yuan, a geophysicist at the University of Maryland, Baltimore County, estimated that the planet could be experiencing additional warming right now for a counterintuitive reason: recent regulations that slashed air pollution from ships.



The burning of fuel oil releases planet-warming carbon dioxide, but it also releases sulfur compounds that can have a modest opposing effect. Once they're in the atmosphere, these compounds transform into particles that help cool the globe, either by reflecting sunlight back to space or encouraging more clouds to form.



These pollutants still harm human health and ecosystems, which is why the International Maritime Organization set new limits on sulfur emissions from ships starting in 2020. But, in doing so, the agency might inadvertently have helped make Earth somewhat warmer today than it would otherwise have been, Dr. Yuan and his colleagues estimated.



To scientists, the foremost driver of warming remains clear: Atmospheric levels of carbon dioxide, methane and nitrous oxide, the three most important human-caused heat-trapping gases, have continued their 
steady upward climb
. At current rates of emissions, it might only be five or so more years before humans have altered the atmosphere's chemistry so significantly that it becomes extremely difficult  to stop warming from surpassing 1.5 degrees Celsius, 
scientists have estimated
.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/05/climate/global-warming-outlook.html
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Far-Right Politician Attacked With Box Cutter in Germany



The authorities said the attack did not appear to be targeted. But it came days after members of an anti-Islam group were stabbed in the same city, raising fears about violence before E.U. elections.




The city of Mannheim, in western Germany, has seen two attacks in the past week involving far-right politics.




By Christopher F. Schuetze


Jun 05, 2024


A municipal candidate for the far-right Alternative for Germany party was slashed with a box cutter in the western German city of Mannheim, the authorities said on Wednesday.



While the police said that the incident on Tuesday night did not appear to be politically motivated, it came four days after a knife attack on members of an anti-Islam party in the same city, which raised concerns about more violence in the prelude to Sunday's vote in Germany for the European Parliament.



The attack on Tuesday occurred after the candidate, Heinrich Koch, who is running for municipal office in Mannheim, noticed a man "taking down and slashing" Alternative for Germany campaign posters, according to Emil Sanze, a party spokesman in the state of Baden-Wurttemberg, which includes Mannheim.



After Mr. Koch confronted him, the man attacked Mr. Koch with a box cutter, Mr. Sanze said. Mr. Koch was taken to a hospital for stitches on Tuesday night but is expected to make a full recovery, according to Mr. Sanze.



Mr. Sanze said that Mr. Koch had filmed the altercation, which helped the police to make an arrest.



The Mannheim police said that a 25-year-old who was suffering from "clear indications of a mental illness" had been detained and taken to a closed psychiatric ward. The police added that they did not think the suspect had realized that Mr. Koch was a member of Alternative for Germany, also known as AfD.



Concerns about political violence intensified in Germany after the earlier attack in Mannheim, on Friday, when a man with a large knife 
stabbed five people
 campaigning with a small anti-Islam group in the central market square. A police officer who had been trying to intervene was also wounded and later died.




A vigil in Mannheim on Monday after a police officer was killed and five other people were stabbed in an attack on Friday.




The AfD has since ramped up its critiques of the government's refugee policies, while politicians from elsewhere on the political spectrum are again discussing how to deport people whose asylum cases have been rejected. The suspect in the Friday attack is an Afghan citizen who has been living in Germany for over a decade.



In addition to the vote for the European Parliament, Baden-Wurttemberg will also on Sunday hold the municipal elections in which Mr. Koch is a candidate.



The police and politicians in Germany 
have noted an uptick in violence
 against candidates and campaigns in recent weeks. Last month, Mathias Ecke, a European Parliament candidate for the Social Democrats, who lead Germany's coalition government, was assaulted while hanging posters in Dresden, leaving him with a broken cheekbone and eye socket.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/05/world/europe/heinrich-koch-far-right-boxcutter-attack.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




As Biden Pushes for Truce in Gaza, Tensions Rise in Lebanon



After a barrage from Hezbollah militants on northern Israel, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu threatened a "very intense" military response.




Israeli soldiers take shelter in an underpass, amid cross-border hostilities between Hezbollah and Israeli forces, in Hurfeish, a Druze Arab village in northern Israel, June 5.




By Adam Rasgon, Euan Ward and Michael Levenson


Jun 05, 2024


Even as the Biden administration renewed its push for a cease-fire in the Gaza Strip on Wednesday, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel threatened tougher military action against Hezbollah in Lebanon.



Two days after the militant group launched a barrage of rockets and exploding drones from Lebanon into northern Israel, igniting several wildfires, Mr. Netanyahu visited soldiers and firefighters in the area and said the Israeli military was ready to strike.



"Whoever thinks he can hurt us and we will respond by sitting on our hands is making a big mistake," he said, according to the Israeli government. "We are prepared for very intense action in the north."



Against the backdrop of escalating tensions on the Israel-Lebanon border, the C.I.A. director, William J. Burns, met on Wednesday with top Qatari and Egyptian officials in the latest effort to broker a deal to end the fighting in Gaza and free the hostages taken captive during the Hamas-led attack on southern Israel on Oct. 7.



Mr. Burns met in Doha with the Qatari prime minister, Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani, and the chief of Egypt's General Intelligence Service, Abbas Kamel, according to an official briefed on the matter, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the closed-door encounter.




Smoke billows during an Israeli bombardment on the southern Lebanese border village of Khiam on June 5. Recent rocket and drone attacks by the militant group Hezbollah have elicited a threat of an "intense" military response from Israel.




The Qatari prime minister and Mr. Kamel also met Hamas leaders in Doha on Wednesday, according to the official. Egypt and Qatar have been key mediators between Israel and Hamas, which do not talk directly to each other.



The meeting with Mr. Burns focused on finding ways to bring Israel and Hamas closer to a cease-fire, according to the official, who said that Qatar had received a positive preliminary response from Hamas to a cease-fire proposal 
endorsed last week
 by President Biden, but was still waiting for a formal reply.



Outlining the proposal on Friday, Mr. Biden described it as a three-phase plan proffered by Israel to Hamas that would begin with a six-week pause in fighting and ultimately lead to the "cessation of hostilities permanently" and the rebuilding of Gaza.



Even though Mr. Biden described the proposal as an Israeli offer, Mr. Netanyahu has not publicly endorsed the terms as described by the American president. He told Israeli lawmakers on Monday that he was open to a six-week pause in the war, according to a person who attended the closed-door discussion.



But in public, Mr. Netanyahu has continued to insist that Israel will not stop fighting in Gaza until Hamas's military and governing capabilities are destroyed. Two of Mr. Netanyahu's far-right ministers have threatened to leave his coalition and bring down his government if he agrees to any deal that leaves Hamas intact.



Addressing questions about whether Israeli officials were truly supportive of the cease-fire plan outlined by Mr. Biden, Jake Sullivan, the U.S. national security adviser, said on Wednesday that it was "still a live proposal."




President Biden in the East Room at the White House on June 4. The administration has renewed its push for a peace deal along the lines he described earlier.




"Israel is a raucous democracy, so there is a lot of talk and a lot of chatter," Mr. Sullivan said on NBC's "Today" show. "But the Israeli government has reconfirmed repeatedly, as recently as today, that that proposal is still on the table, and now it's up to Hamas to accept it."



A senior Hamas official, Basem Naim, on Wednesday repeated the group's position that it would not agree to any deal that did not provide for a permanent cease-fire. Mr. Naim also said that "it doesn't make sense" for Hamas to negotiate while Israeli forces launch attacks in Gaza.



"The thirsty will drink a little and the hungry will eat a little, and then after a month and a half we will return to being killed," he said.



Amid such disagreements, Mr. Burns's visit to Doha wasn't expected to bring about major progress, said a second person briefed on the negotiations, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the talks. Yahya Sinwar, the Hamas leader in Gaza and the presumed mastermind of the Oct. 7 attack, still had to weigh in on the latest proposal, that person said.



Without an agreement to stop the fighting, Israel said on Wednesday that it had launched an offensive in central Gaza, hitting the region with air and artillery strikes and sending in ground troops who clashed with Hamas militants.



Dozens of people have been killed, according to health workers in Gaza, who warned that the only remaining hospital in the area had been inundated with wounded patients.



In the past 24 hours, the Gazan Health Ministry said it had recorded 36 dead and 115 injured, without saying how many were combatants. The international aid group Doctors Without Borders said that at least 70 bodies, most of them of women and children, had been brought to Al Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in central Gaza since Tuesday. The Israeli military declined to comment on the reports.




A Palestinian man inspects the destruction in the Tal Al-Hawa neighborhood in southern Gaza City on June 5. Fighting moved into central Gaza on Friday.




"The odor of blood in the hospital's emergency room this morning was unbearable," Karin Huster, a medical adviser for Doctors Without Borders in Gaza, said in a statement. "There are people lying everywhere, on the floor, outside."



Israel's military said it was conducting military operations "above and below ground" against Hamas militants in Bureij and the eastern part of Deir al-Balah, both in central Gaza, and that it had "eliminated" several.



Hamas also reported clashes with Israeli forces in the area, and said on Wednesday that it had fired missiles at Israeli troops in the east of Bureij.



"There is no place to flee to now," said Hani Ahmed, a teacher and father of five who lives near the center of Bureij. He said two buildings in his area had been struck.



"Khan Younis is rubble. Rafah is under attack. The north is destroyed," Mr. Ahmad said. "I might take my family in my small bus and live at the beach as I have no tent. We are terrified."



As the bloodshed in Gaza continued, there was growing talk in Israel of going to war in Lebanon against Hezbollah militants, who have been trading strikes with Israeli forces for months, forcing more than 150,000 people on both sides of the border 
to flee
.



On Wednesday, Hezbollah claimed responsibility for a drone attack that the Israeli military said had injured at least 11 people in Hurfeish, a village in northern Israel whose residents are primarily Druse, part of an Arab-Israeli minority.



The Israeli military said that it had used artillery and fighter jets to strike Hezbollah targets in Lebanon and that it was increasingly frustrated with Hezbollah's attacks.



"We are approaching the point in which a decision needs to be made, and the I.D.F. is ready and prepared for that decision," Lt. Gen. Herzi Halevi, the Israeli military's chief of staff, said on Tuesday.




Palestinians pray for their relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip outside a hospital in Deir al Ballah on Wednesday.




Far-right leaders in Israel have been calling for war against Hezbollah. "The time has come," Bezalel Smotrich, Israel's finance minister, said on social media on Wednesday.



Matthew Miller, a State Department spokesman, said on Wednesday that the Biden administration remained "incredibly concerned" about the risk of escalation between Israel and Hezbollah.



"That said, the government of Israel has long maintained -- privately to us, and they've said it publicly, too -- that their preferred solution to this conflict is a diplomatic one, and we continue to pursue a diplomatic resolution," Mr. Miller said.



Israel invaded Lebanon in 1978, 1982 and 2006 in attempts to root out militants who launched attacks into Israel. It occupied southern Lebanon from 1982 to 2000, when it withdrew its last troops, ending what Prime Minister Ehud Barak called an "18-year tragedy."



Adding to the mounting tensions in Lebanon, a gunman opened fire on the U.S. Embassy in Beirut on Wednesday and was then shot and captured by Lebanese security forces. The embassy said that a security guard had been wounded in the attack.



The Lebanese Army identified the gunman as a Syrian citizen and said he was being treated at a hospital. Mr. Miller, the State Department spokesman, said the gunman had "what appeared to be ISIS insignia, but we are conducting a full investigation with the Lebanese authorities into the actual motivations."



Reporting was contributed by 
Erika Solomon
, 
Iyad Abuheweila
, 
Abu Bakr Bashir
, 
Raja Abdulrahim
, 
Julian E. Barnes
, 
Gabby Sobelman
 and 
Johnatan Reiss
.
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U.S. Embassy in Lebanon Targeted With Gunfire



An attacker was wounded and arrested, the Lebanese army said. No staff members from the embassy were injured.




Lebanese army soldiers secure the area near the U.S. Embassy in Awkar, Lebanon on Wednesday.




By Euan Ward


Jun 05, 2024


The U.S. Embassy in Lebanon was targeted with gunfire early on Wednesday, and an attacker was wounded before being arrested, the country's army said.



The embassy said that no staff had been harmed in the attack and that Lebanese security forces and the embassy's security team had 
responded to "small-arms fire"
 near the entrance of the fortified compound, which overlooks the Lebanese capital, Beirut.



The embassy added in its statement that the episode was under investigation.



 The Lebanese army said that in response it had deployed troops around the embassy. Security forces blocked the road leading to the embassy, the country's state news agency reported.
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news analysis



Getting a Cease-Fire in Gaza Has Been Hard. Fulfilling One Will Be Harder.



The proposal backed by President Biden is deeply political and aims at stopping the war at least for now. But Israel rejects a permanent cease-fire and Hamas has its own reasons for reluctance.




An Israeli airstrike in the central Gaza Strip on Monday. Analysts are deeply skeptical that Hamas and the Israeli government will implement a deal that is beyond a temporary truce.




By Steven Erlanger


Jun 05, 2024


Even as Hamas and the Israeli government appear to be inching closer to a cease-fire agreement, analysts are deeply skeptical that the sides will ever implement a deal that goes beyond a temporary truce.



At issue is a three-phase agreement, proposed by Israel and backed by the United States and some Arab countries, which if fully realized could eventually see the total withdrawal of Israeli troops from Gaza, the return of all remaining hostages captured in the Oct. 7 attack and a reconstruction plan for the territory.



But making it to that finish line is impossible if the parties are unwilling to even start the race or to agree on where it should end. Fundamentally, the wrangling is not just about the how long a cease-fire in Gaza should last or at what point it should be implemented, but whether Israel can ever accept a long-term truce as long as Hamas retains significant control.



For Israel to agree to Hamas's demands for a permanent cease-fire from the start, it must acknowledge that Hamas will remain undestroyed and will play a role in the territory's future, conditions Israel's government cannot abide. On the flip side, Hamas says it won't consider a temporary cease-fire without the guarantees of a permanent one that effectively ensures its survival, even at the cost of countless more Palestinian lives, lest Israel restart the war once its hostages are returned.



Yet after eight months of a grinding war, there are signs that the sides could be moving closer to the first proposed phase: a six-week conditional cease-fire. While that step is hardly guaranteed, getting to the plan's second phase, which envisages a permanent cessation of hostilities and the full withdrawal of Israeli troops from Gaza, is even more unlikely, analysts said.



"It is wrong to see this proposal as more than a stopgap," said Natan Sachs, director of the Center for Middle East Policy at the Brookings Institution. "Most important, this plan doesn't answer the fundamental question of who rules Gaza after the conflict. This is a cease-fire plan, not a day-after plan."




Hamas said it wouldn't consider a temporary cease-fire without the guarantees of a permanent one that effectively ensures its survival, even at the cost of more Palestinian lives.




The leaders of Hamas and the Israeli government led by Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu are considering what the deal will mean not only for the future of the war, but for their own political futures. In order to get buy-in from skeptical partners for the first stage of the plan, Mr. Netanyahu is especially incentivized to keep his commitments to the latter phases vague.



In each camp are influential figures willing to prolong the war. Some inside Hamas say the group, dominated by those still in Gaza, like the local leader Yahya Sinwar, should not agree to any deal that does not immediately create a permanent cease-fire. In Israel, the mere mention of stopping the war and a full troop withdrawal has led Mr. Netanyahu's far-right allies to threaten to bring down his government.



At a news conference on Tuesday, Osama Hamdan, a Hamas spokesman, said the group would not approve an agreement that does not begin with the promise of a permanent cease-fire and include provisions for the total withdrawal of Israeli troops and a "serious and real deal" to exchange the remaining hostages for a much larger number of Palestinian prisoners being held in Israel.



Shlomo Brom, a retired brigadier general and senior researcher at the Institute for National Security Studies, said that "clearly to everyone this proposal is mostly political."



"The first stage is good for Netanyahu, because some hostages will be freed," Mr. Brom said. "But he'll never get to the second stage. As before, he'll find something wrong in what Hamas does, which will not be difficult to find."



More than 100 hostages were released under 
a more limited deal last November
, which lasted roughly a week. Mr. Netanyahu said Hamas had not produced all promised female hostages as promised; Hamas said Israel rejected alternatives. As the truce expired, Hamas launched rockets into Israel. Since then, the war has continued unbated.



There is no guarantee this time, either, that the first phase will be succeeded by the second. That might suit Mr. Netanyahu fine, analysts agreed, pacifying the Americans with a temporary cease-fire and increased aid to Gaza while finding reasons not to move beyond that agreement.




Supporters and families of hostages in Tel Aviv. The release of the hostages is a top priority, but it's unclear if continuing the war increases the pressure on Hamas to make a deal for their freedom or puts hostages who are still alive in further danger.




Mr. Netanyahu is hoping, analysts said, that Hamas will not agree to the proposal at all, and thus get him off the hook. As hostilities with Hezbollah heat up in the north, he is suggesting to his allies that even if he must agree to the Gaza proposal, negotiations on the second stage could go on indefinitely.



President Biden, who laid out the plan from the White House last week, has his own political considerations in having the sides agree, sooner rather than later. He clearly wants a halt to the Gaza war well before the presidential election in November, said Aaron David Miller, a Middle East expert at the Carnegie Endowment, adding, "The only party really in a hurry is Biden."



So Mr. Biden is pressing both Mr. Netanyahu and Hamas to accept the agreement quickly.



As Israeli troops have reached the Egyptian border and the war's major operations wind down, the president has said Hamas is no longer capable of carrying out another Oct. 7-style attack and is pushing Mr. Netanyahu to publicly accept his own proposal. 



Mr. Netanyahu has done his best to confuse everyone about his intentions, denying that his goal of dismantling Hamas has changed and refusing to support a permanent end to the fighting, which he called "a nonstarter" on Sunday.



Mr. Biden also emphasized that Hamas "should take the deal," which it has not accepted, only saying that it views the proposal "positively."



The proposal, as explained by Mr. Biden and his officials, has 
three stages
.



In the first phase, both sides would observe a six-week cease-fire. Israel would withdraw from major population centers in Gaza and a number of hostages would be released, including women, the elderly and the wounded. The hostages would be exchanged for hundreds of Palestinian prisoners and detainees, their names still to be negotiated. Aid would begin flowing into Gaza, working up to some 600 trucks a day. Displaced Palestinian civilians would be allowed to return to their homes in northern Gaza.




Tents sheltering displaced Palestinians in Rafah. Israeli troops are moving slowly into the more populated areas of Rafah, pushing civilians to evacuate farther west.




During the first phase, Israel and Hamas would continue to negotiate to reach the second phase: a permanent cease-fire, the withdrawal of all Israeli troops from Gaza and the freeing of all remaining living hostages. If the talks take more than six weeks, the first phase of the truce will continue until they reach a deal, Mr. Biden said.



If they ever do. 



Israeli officials from Mr. Netanyahu on down have insisted that Israel must retain security control over Gaza in the future, making it highly unlikely that they would agree to withdraw Israeli troops entirely from the buffer zone they have built inside Gaza. And even if they do, Israel insists on the ability to go in and out of Gaza whenever it deems necessary to combat remaining or reestablished Hamas or other fighters, as it now does in the West Bank.



As a former senior intelligence officer said, bluntly, "There is no good solution here and everyone knows it."



Stopping the war without ensuring Hamas can't come back presents a real dilemma, he said. But is it realistic to expect that continuing the war will achieve this aim? The release of the hostages -- an estimated 125 of whom are still being held by Hamas and other armed groups in Gaza, though dozens are believed to be dead -- is a top priority, but it's unclear if continuing the war increases the pressure on Hamas to make a deal for their freedom or puts the hostages who are still alive in further danger. And even if Israel stops the war after so many months of captivity, their release could take more time than they have.



The timing may also work for an agreement on the first phase, because Israel is fighting to complete its military control over Rafah, in southernmost Gaza, and the Egyptian border. The fighting, which Israel has undertaken with fewer troops, less bombing and more care for civilians after American pressure, is expected to take two or three more weeks, Israeli officials suggest, roughly the time it would take to negotiate the first phase of the cease-fire agreement.



Israeli troops are moving slowly into the more populated areas of Rafah city, pushing civilians to evacuate farther west, toward the coast and areas officially designated as safe spaces, even if housing, water, food and health care are rudimentary at best and civilians continue to die from Israeli strikes.




Israeli soldiers cleaning a tank gun barrel after returning from the Gaza Strip on Wednesday.




According to Israeli officials and the Institute for the Study of War, which is 
tracking the conflict
, "Israeli forces continue clearing operations in central Rafah" and "intelligence-based, targeted operations." They raided what Israel called "an active combat complex" on Monday and carried out drone and airstrikes on what was called a "Hamas weapons production site in Rafah." Hamas fighters have responded with mortars along the border, roadside bombs and rocket-propelled grenades.



With Hamas forces effectively dismantled as organized units, and fighting almost exclusively as small bands, Israel can declare the major war in Gaza over, analysts said, while continuing to battle Hamas and other fighters where they emerge or are still concentrated, opening the way for a temporary cease-fire.



 "Israel has done a lot, with Hamas dramatically degraded," Mr. Sachs said. But Israel has put nothing in place to administer Gaza when the military pulls back.



Mr. Brom concurred that Israel's military had made real progress. "My interpretation," he said, "is that the military and terrorist capabilities of Hamas are weakened terribly." It is always difficult to declare victory in such an asymmetrical conflict, he said. "Did we win against Islamic State? It still exists and operates," but much diminished.



Despite incessant American prodding, the analysts said, Mr. Netanyahu has refused to decide who or what will govern Gaza, if not Hamas.



"It should be an integrated political and military strategy, but the political side is completely lacking," Mr. Brom said. "We can prevent Hamas from ruling Gaza, but who will replace them? That's the Achilles' heel of the whole operation."
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Moscow Could Target Countries Supplying Weapons to Ukraine, Putin Says



President Vladimir V. Putin said that since Western governments were allowing long-range missiles to be used on Russia, it could do the same.




A photograph released by Russian state media showing President Vladimir V. Putin talking to foreign journalists in St. Petersburg on Wednesday.




By Neil MacFarquhar


Jun 05, 2024


President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia warned on Wednesday that Western nations supplying Ukraine with long-range missiles and allowing them to be used to attack inside Russia was a "dangerous step" that could prompt Moscow to reciprocate against Western targets.



"If someone thinks it possible to send such weapons to a war zone to strike our territory and create problems for us," Mr. Putin said at a 
news conference
, "then why do we not have the right to send our weapons of the same class to those regions of the world where strikes can be made on sensitive facilities of the countries that do this against Russia?"



Mr. Putin singled out Germany, saying that its supply of battle tanks to Ukraine had been an initial blow to Russian-German relations, but its permission to use missiles in Russia was even worse.



"Now, when they say that some missiles will appear that will strike targets on Russian territory, this, of course, is ultimately destroying Russo-German relations," he said.



Mr. Putin was speaking to senior editors from at least 15 news agencies from around the world that were invited to meet with him on the sidelines of the St. Petersburg International Economic Forum. Mr. Putin had skipped the tradition since Russia invaded Ukraine in February 2022, but this year the invitation was extended to Western outlets such as The Associated Press, Reuters and various European agencies including Agence France-Presse, DPA from Germany, ANSA from Italy and EFE from Spain.



Mr. Putin's spokesman, Dmitri S. Peskov, told reporters that representatives from "unfriendly countries" were included because "it is very important for them to get to know Putin and understand Russia firsthand," according to Russia's official news agency, Tass.



Western business executives largely avoided the forum, while China had a significant presence, including a presentation of a bulletproof limousine that retails for more than $560,000 in China, Tass reported.



Mr. Putin answered questions on a wide range of topics, but many of the queries focused on the war in Ukraine. Although Russia invaded Ukraine after it had begun destabilizing the Eastern regions in 2014 by supporting separatists, Mr. Putin again portrayed the war as the fault of Ukraine and its Western allies.



Countries that are supplying weapons to Ukraine risked being dragged into a war with Russia, he said.




A Leopard 1A5 tank provided by NATO in the Kharkiv region of Ukraine in December.




It was not clear where Mr. Putin possibly planned to position Russian weapons in other regions. Troops and armaments have been deployed in Belarus, possibly including nuclear missiles, during the war. Belarus borders Europe more closely than Russia, as does the Russian enclave of Kaliningrad on the Baltic Sea. Russia also has forces in Syria near bases where the United States operates.



In terms of relations with Washington, Mr. Putin said that he did not think the looming presidential election would change much as long as the United States continued to pursue "greatness."



Asked about the recent conviction of the former president, Donald J. Trump, Mr. Putin said that the United States was burning itself from within. "It is obvious all over the world that the prosecution of Trump, especially in court on charges that were formed on the basis of events that happened years ago, without direct proof, is simply using the judicial system in an internal political struggle," he said.



On the subject of 
Evan Gershkovich
, the American reporter from The Wall Street Journal who has been imprisoned in Russia on espionage charges for more than a year, Mr. Putin said that the United States was taking "vigorous steps" toward his release. Mr. Gershkovich, The Journal and the U.S. government have all denied the charges.



Such issues "should only be resolved on the basis of reciprocity," Mr. Putin added. "The relevant U.S. and Russian agencies are in contact with each other on this issue."



Milana Mazaeva
 contributed reporting.
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E.P.A. Moves to Limit Toxic Chemical Used in Hundreds of Products



The chemical, N-Methylpyrrolidone, or NMP, has been linked to miscarriages, reduced male fertility and other health problems.




The proposed NMP rule is one of a new march of constraints on harmful substances by the Biden administration.




By Coral Davenport


Jun 05, 2024


The Environmental Protection Agency on Wednesday proposed limits on the use of N-Methylpyrrolidone, a solvent in many products used by both consumers and workers, ranging from 
arts and crafts supplies
 to paint remover, that is linked to serious health effects.



The chemical, also known as NMP, is used to make semiconductors and lithium ion batteries, and is also found in plastics, paints and consumer cleaning products. It has been found to cause miscarriages, reduced male fertility and damage to the liver, kidneys and immune and nervous systems.



If finalized, the E.P.A.'s rule would ban some commercial uses of NMP, such as in automotive and cleaning products, and limit the concentration of NMP allowed in some consumer products, such as glue. It would also establish safeguards, including requirements for protective equipment, for workers exposed to NMP.



"We're making great strides in our efforts to protect people's health from exposure to chemicals like NMP," said Michal Freedhoff, the E.P.A.'s assistant administrator for the Office of Chemical Safety and Pollution Prevention. "Our proposed common-sense worker protections would keep people safe while also ensuring that NMP could continue to be used, as needed."



The proposed NMP rule is part of a stream of constraints on harmful substances imposed by the Biden administration. The government recently 
banned
 the only type of asbestos that had still been in use in the United States, and it has placed limits on the use of 
methylene chloride
, a toxic chemical found in paint strippers, adhesives, metal cleaners and aerosol solvents.



They are the first chemical regulations to emerge from a law passed in 2016, when Congress overhauled the 
1976 Toxic Substances Control Act
 by requiring the testing and regulation of thousands of chemicals used in everyday products.



Under that law, the E.P.A. 
published a list of 10 toxic
 chemicals, including asbestos, methylene chloride and NMP, that it intended to evaluate for regulation.



The Obama administration, in its final days, concluded that NMP presented an "unreasonable risk" and moved to ban its use in paint thinners. But the Trump administration 
delayed enactment of that and other proposed restrictions on hazardous chemicals
, despite 
an evaluation in 2020 by the E.P.A.
 that found that NMP harms reproductive health and internal organs.



Still, some private companies moved to limit their use of the chemical. In 2018, 
Lowe's, the large home improvement retailer, announced that it would no longer sell paint strippers
 that contained NMP and methylene chloride.



The E.P.A.'s proposed rule would ban the commercial use of NMP in automotive care products, cleaning and degreasing agents, furniture care products, antifreeze and de-icing substances, lubricants, fertilizers and other goods. Glues and adhesives would not be allowed to have an NMP concentration greater than 45 percent, while other types of consumer products would be limited in container size and require labeling.



Industry groups have said that new chemical regulations would impede the manufacture of lithium ion batteries and other products necessary to build electric vehicles and other clean energy technologies. President Biden has aggressively promoted E. V.s as the centerpiece of his plan to fight climate change, since cutting pollution from gas-powered vehicles is one of the most effective ways to slow the dangerous heating of the planet.



In 
public comments
 filed in response to the E.P.A.'s proposed regulation of NMP and three other substances, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, the nation's largest business lobby, wrote that the solvents "are critical to the manufacturing and production of lithium rechargeable batteries, a component necessary in advancing the administration's clean transportation and advanced battery manufacturing work force goals." The organization wrote that regulation could mean "significantly stifling innovation."



Environmental groups said the E.P.A.'s proposal does not go far enough to protect people exposed to NMP, particularly those who live near factories and other industrial facilities where the chemicals are used.



"You have this chemical that is causing severe health risks to workers, consumers and surrounding communities and those risks have not been adequately regulated under any other law," said Jonathan Kalmuss-Katz, a lawyer at Earthjustice, an advocacy group.



"But if you have a rule that looks primarily at consumers and workers but does not address fence line communities near the facilities where these chemicals are being manufactured, then E.P.A. is not complying with the law," Mr. Kalmuss-Katz said, referring to the 2016 chemical safety law under which the rule is being released.



The E.P.A. will accept public comments on the proposed rule for 45 days. It may then make changes to the rule before finalizing it, likely in the next year.
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California City Leaders End Cloud-Brightening Test, Overruling Staff



The City Council in Alameda, Calif., voted to stop tests of a device that could one day cool the Earth. Scientists and city staff had previously concluded the tests posed no risk.




The sprayer being tested at the end of March in advance of the experiment on board the decommissioned U.S.S. Hornet in Alameda, Calif.




By Soumya Karlamangla and Christopher Flavelle


Jun 05, 2024


Elected leaders in Alameda, Calif., voted early on Wednesday to stop scientists from testing a device that might one day be used to artificially cool the planet, overruling city staff members who had found the experiment posed no danger.



Despite assurances from experts that the experiment was safe for humans and the environment, residents in the small city of 76,000 voiced the kinds of fears that swirl around the idea of intervening with natural systems to temporarily ease global warming.



The test involved 
spraying tiny sea-salt particles
 across the flight deck of a decommissioned aircraft carrier, the U.S.S. Hornet, docked in Alameda in San Francisco Bay. Versions of that device could eventually be used to spray the material skyward, making clouds brighter so that they reflect more sunlight away from Earth. Scientists say that could help to cool the planet and to fight the effects of global warming.



As humans continue to burn fossil fuels and pump increasing amounts of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere, the goal of holding global warming to a relatively safe level, 1.5 degrees Celsius compared with preindustrial times, is slipping away. That has pushed the idea of deliberately intervening in climate systems closer to reality.



Universities, foundations, private investors and the federal government have started to fund a variety of efforts, from 
sucking carbon dioxide out of the atmosphere
 to adding iron to the ocean in an effort to store carbon dioxide on the sea floor.



The experiment in Alameda did not involve brightening clouds; it was only testing the way sea-salt particles emitted through a spraying device behave under different atmospheric conditions. It took researchers years to design and build the spraying device and the experiment was expected to last for months or even years at a cost of about $1 million a year.



But during a council meeting Tuesday that stretched past midnight, Alameda's five elected councilors, none of whom are scientists, said they still weren't sure the experiment off the deck of the U.S.S. Hornet was harmless.



"I don't think it's appropriate for our community to be asked to bear that risk," councilor Trish Herrera Spencer said. "I don't think this is the right place."



Mayor Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft echoed those thoughts. "I don't have a huge desire to be on the cutting edge," she said. "I just feel like this is not the right time."



Testing, conducted by researchers from the University of Washington, began on April 2. It was 
temporarily halted by the city
, after officials said they needed more time to assess its possible affect on human health or the environment. Two weeks ago, Alameda released a report from its city manager, 
which found no such risk
.



"The chemical components of the saltwater solution (which is similar to seawater) being sprayed are naturally occurring in the environment," the report said. Staff recommended that the City Council allow the experiment to continue, potentially with additional safeguards such as monitors to measure air quality at the test site.



Sarah J. Doherty, director of the Marine Cloud Brightening Program at the University of Washington, which is running the experiment, said in a statement that she and her team "are disappointed by the decision from the City of Alameda."



Dr. Doherty said her team was "exploring alternate sites" for the research. But she noted that the city's own findings showed no risk from the experiment, and urged the city to reconsider its decision.



The question of whether to allow the experiment to continue stretched beyond the local impact of the salt particles and got into whether climate interventions like cloud brightening should be attempted at all.



Some environmentalists oppose research aimed at so-called climate intervention, also known as solar geoengineering. They argue that such technology carries the risk of unintended consequences, and also takes money and attention away from efforts to reduce the use of fossil fuels, the burning of which is the underlying cause of climate change.



Opponents indicated concern that the testing in Alameda could move society closer to deploying such technology on a wide scale.



"While this is a local decision, it has far-reaching consequences," Gary Hughes of the environmental group Hands Off Mother Earth Alliance said at the meeting. "There are global climate justice dynamics at stake."



In a statement after the vote, Mary Church, geoengineering campaign manager for the Center for International Environmental Law, an advocacy group based in Washington D.C., supported the city's decision.



"The rejection rightfully reflects the gravity of what's at stake for both local and global communities," said Ms. Church, whose organization wants nations to pledge not to use climate interventions.



Not everyone who spoke at the meeting, which involved comments in person and online, opposed the research.



A youth climate leader in Honduras urged the council to approve the project, saying that the University of Washington had expertise that could help his country and others that are most affected by climate change.
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New Report Underscores the Seriousness of Long Covid



The National Academies said the condition could involve up to 200 symptoms, make it difficult for people to work and last for months or years.




Samantha Lewis, left, of Aurora, Ill., attending a physical therapy session to treat her long Covid symptoms in 2021.




By Pam Belluck


Jun 05, 2024


One of the nation's premier medical advisory organizations has weighed in on long Covid with 
a 265-page report
 that recognizes the seriousness and persistence of the condition for millions of Americans.



More than four years since the start of the coronavirus pandemic, long Covid continues to damage many people's ability to function, according to the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering and Medicine, a nongovernmental institution that advises federal agencies on science and medicine.



"Long Covid can impact people across the life span, from children to older adults, as well as across sex, gender, racial, ethnic and other demographic groups," it said, concluding that "long Covid is associated with a wide range of new or worsening health conditions and encompasses more than 200 symptoms involving nearly every organ system."



Here are some of the National Academies' findings, drafted by a committee of 14 doctors and researchers:



How many people have long Covid?



The report cited data from 2022 suggesting that nearly 18 million adults and nearly a million children in the United States have had long Covid at some point. At the time of that survey, about 8.9 million adults and 362,000 children had the condition.



Surveys showed that the prevalence of long Covid decreased in 2023 but, for unclear reasons, has risen this year. As of January, data showed nearly 7 percent of adults in the United States had long Covid.



Diagnosis and consequences



There is still no standardized way to diagnose the condition and no definitive treatments to cure it. "There is no one-size-fits-all approach to rehabilitation, and each individual will need a program tailored to their complex needs," the National Academies said, advising that doctors should not require patients to have a positive coronavirus test to be diagnosed with long Covid.



The report said that some of the most troublesome symptoms -- like brain fog and chronic fatigue -- can prevent people from returning to work and should make them eligible for disability payments, though their symptoms may not fit the Social Security Administration's current disability categories.



"Long Covid can result in the inability to return to work (or school for children and adolescents), poor quality of life, diminished ability to perform activities of daily living, and decreased physical and cognitive function for six months to two years or longer," the report said.




Kate Porter of Beverly, Mass., who first got Covid in March 2020, stretched and rested after receiving a dry-needling treatment for her long Covid pain in 2022.




People most at risk



People who become more seriously ill from their initial coronavirus infection are more likely to have long-term symptoms. Those who were sick enough to be hospitalized were two to three times as likely to develop long Covid.



But, the report said, "even individuals with a mild initial course of illness can develop long Covid with severe health effects." And "given the much higher number of people with mild versus severe disease, they make up the great majority of people with long Covid."



Women are about twice as likely to develop long Covid. Other risk factors include not being adequately vaccinated against the coronavirus, having preexisting medical conditions or disabilities and smoking.



Long Covid in children



Children are less likely than adults to develop long Covid and are more likely to recover from it, but some children "experience persistent or intermittent symptoms that can reduce their quality of life" and "result in increased school absences and decreased participation and performance in school, sports and other social activities," the report said.



Recovery from long Covid



Some people recover with time, and there's some evidence that after a year, many people's symptoms have diminished. But some research suggests that recovery slows down or plateaus after that first year, the report said.



Because long Covid varies so widely from person to person and affects so many body systems, each case must be approached individually.



For some people, "returning to work too early may result in health deterioration, and a gradual return to work plan may be advised," the report said, especially for people with post-exertional malaise, a symptom that involves depleted energy or setbacks after doing activities that involve physical or mental exertion.



Employers may need to offer accommodations to returning employees, like allowing them to take frequent breaks or work remotely.



Some similarities to other chronic conditions



"Long Covid appears to be a chronic illness, with few patients achieving full remission," the report said.



Some symptoms are like those of other conditions that emerge following infections, including myalgic encephalomyelitis/chronic fatigue syndrome, fibromyalgia and postural orthostatic tachycardia syndrome.



The biological cause of the symptoms is unclear. Theories include inflammation, fragments of remaining virus and immune system dysregulation.




Protesters burst in on a Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee hearing to discuss long Covid on Jan. 18.




Equity issues make long Covid worse



Long Covid presents more obstacles for people who face economic challenges or discrimination because of their race or ethnicity, where they live or how much education they have.



Such patients may encounter more skepticism about their symptoms, may be less able to take time off from work and may live farther from long Covid clinics or treatment programs.
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Georgia Appeals Court Stays Most Proceedings in Trump Election Case



The order means the prosecution of Donald J. Trump in Georgia is effectively frozen, at least through the presidential election.




Donald J. Trump and a number of his allies were indicted in Georgia in August in a sweeping racketeering indictment that accused them of trying to overturn his 2020 election loss in the state




By Richard Fausset


Jun 05, 2024


The Georgia Court of Appeals on Wednesday stayed the criminal election interference case against former President Donald J. Trump until an appellate panel could resolve the matter of whether the district attorney in Fulton County should be disqualified from prosecuting the case based on a conflict of interest.



In a one-page order, the court stated that any movement at the trial-court level pertaining to Mr. Trump and eight other defendants who have appealed a ruling allowing the prosecutor, Fani T. Willis, to remain on the case was "stayed pending the outcome of these appeals."



Earlier this week, the appellate court set a tentative date for oral argument of Oct. 4. Legal experts expect the appeals will take months to resolve.



The order was more bad news for critics and opponents of Mr. Trump who had hoped that he would stand trial in Georgia before he faced off against President Joseph R. Biden in the general election. Mr. Trump and a number of his allies were indicted in Georgia last summer in a sweeping racketeering case that accused them of trying to overturn his 2020 election loss in the state.



But the case was derailed earlier this year with the revelation that Ms. Willis had been romantically involved with a lawyer she hired to manage the case.



Defense lawyers argued that Ms. Willis and her entire office should be disqualified, but the presiding judge, Scott McAfee of Fulton County Superior Court, allowed her to stay on it. The defense successfully convinced the state appellate court to hear a pretrial appeal of Judge McAfee's ruling.



In addition to Mr. Trump, those appealing the disqualification ruling include Rudolph W. Giuliani, Mr. Trump's former personal lawyer, and Mark Meadows, who was Mr. Trump's White House chief of staff at the time of the 2020 election.



Last week, Mr. Trump was found guilty of 34 felony counts in a New York court for falsifying records to cover up a sex scandal. He is set to be sentenced in that case on July 11. No trial date has been set in Georgia. Nor have trial dates been set in the two federal criminal cases against Mr. Trump, in Florida and Washington, D.C. Both of those cases have also been slowed down by intense legal skirmishing.



Anthony Michael Kreis, a law professor at Georgia State University, noted that the Georgia Constitution requires the appeals court to rule by March 14. If it does not, he said, the trial court's ruling would be left in place.



Even after the appeals court decided to hear the disqualification question, Judge McAfee had been moving ahead with other aspects of the case, holding hearings on a number of other pretrial motions filed by defendants. But now, much of that work will be frozen.



Perhaps most significantly, Wednesday's stay means that Judge McAfee will not be able to rule for now on a motion filed by Mr. Trump that argues that he should have presidential immunity from prosecution in Georgia. Mr. Trump's lawyers have made a similar argument in his Washington, D.C., case, in which he was charged with conspiring to subvert democracy and stay in power following his 2020 election loss.



The U.S. Supreme Court is expected to issue a ruling on the immunity question in the next few weeks. But now, Mr. Kreis said, Judge McAfee will not be able to make a ruling on the immunity issue in Georgia for months.



"If his ruling on that motion triggers a new round of appeals," Mr. Kreis said in a text message, referring to Judge McAfee, "Trump may wind up with a procedural reprieve that buys him time until a 2026 trial at this rate."



The news of the stay revived criticism that Ms. Willis, a Democrat currently seeking a second term as district attorney, had mismanaged the most important case of her career, and one of the most significant state criminal prosecutions in American history.



"She has just stabbed the case right in the heart," said Clark D. Cunningham, an expert in legal ethics and a law professor at Georgia State University.



Still, the Supreme Court's decision in February to hear the immunity issue -- and the fact that the justices have not yet issued a ruling -- also made the possibility of a Georgia trial before the election unlikely. And other pretrial defense motions could have ended up causing similar delays..



A spokesman for the district attorney's office declined to comment on Wednesday.



In addition to Mr. Trump, Mr. Giuliani and Mr. Meadows, those appealing include Michael A. Roman, a former Trump campaign official; David J. Shafer, the former head of the Georgia Republican Party; Robert Cheeley, a former Trump campaign lawyer; Cathy Latham, a 2020 Trump elector from Georgia; Jeffrey Clark, a former Department of Justice lawyer; and Harrison Floyd, the former head of a group called Black Voices for Trump.
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In Red Montana, Two Democrats Take a New Political Approach: Attack



Democrats in Republican states have tended toward soft-spoken moderation, but Ryan Busse and Raph Graybill have charted a different course in trying to take down Gov. Greg Gianforte.




Ryan Busse and Raph Graybill, the Democratic candidates for governor and lieutenant governor of Montana, are running an aggressive campaign to try to unseat Gov. Greg Gianforte, a Republican.




By Jonathan Weisman


Jun 04, 2024


At a recent campaign event at a brewpub in Whitefish, Mont., Ryan Busse was laying into his political opponent, Montana's Republican governor, Greg Gianforte, with surprising vehemence for a red-state Democrat.



He criticized Mr. Gianforte, who is running for a second term, as an elite, out-of-state rich interloper who simply does not understand Montanans.



"I love putting the punch on this guy, because there's so many places to put it on him," Mr. Busse told the crowd.



A former 
gun industry executive whose 2021 book "Gunfight" denounced the industry
 would seem like an unlikely candidate for governor in a state that loves its guns, especially since his book vaulted him to stardom in gun-control circles.



But Mr. Busse, 54, and his running mate, Raph Graybill, 35, a crusading constitutional lawyer in Montana, are testing a new approach to campaigning as Democrats in Republican states. Instead of adopting the soft-spoken moderation of, say, the governor of North Carolina, Roy Cooper, or the recently retired Democratic governor of Louisiana, 
John Bel Edwards
, or even the last Democratic governor of Montana, 
Steve Bullock
, Mr. Busse and Mr. Graybill are campaigning as fighters, eager to activate not only the state's few progressives but also its many voters disaffected with both parties. (Mr. Busse and Mr. Graybill will officially become the party's nominees with Tuesday's primary.)



If nothing else, their campaign might bolster turnout for another endangered Democrat seeking election in a state almost sure to vote for former President Donald J. Trump in November, Senator Jon Tester.



"We have to break the mold of what people think of as a Democrat in a state like this," Mr. Busse said as he hiked the mountains outside his home in Kalispell with his four braying hunting dogs. "We've got to shake things up and be loud and bold, and it just so happens that's the only gear I've got."




"We've got to shake things up and be loud and bold, and it just so happens that's the only gear I've got," Mr. Busse said during a hike outside his home in Kalispell, Mont., last month.




In red states in the South and West, where Republican candidates tend to be the loud and bold ones, Democrats usually opt for quiet contrast. 
Josh Stein
, the North Carolina attorney general running for governor against an 
arch conservative, Mark Robinson
, has put himself forward as the moderate consensus maker. In Indiana, Democrats searching for a candidate for their state's open governorship landed on Jennifer McCormick, who was elected state school superintendent in 2016 as a Republican and has positioned herself as a centrist.



That is not the Busse-Graybill way. Mr. Busse, as vice president for sales at the high-end gun manufacturer Kimber, likes to say he sold "millions of guns" to Americans before turning on the industry from the inside and denouncing its increasingly militaristic, militant mode of marketing and politics. That made Mr. Busse, an avid hunter and sport shooter, an apostate in the gun world, but he insists that no Democrat is better equipped to counter western Republicans and their uncompromising views on gun rights.



Mr. Busse opposes an assault weapons ban, and he supports universal background checks for gun purchases and red-flag laws that allow the police to confiscate the weapons of those deemed a threat -- but, mainly, he disparages the carrying of high-powered weapons like AR-15s as political statements to, as he puts it, "own the libs."



His sons, Badge, 16, and Lander, 19, were plaintiffs in 
a lawsuit that held that the state's failure to consider climate change
 when approving fossil-fuel projects violated Montana's Constitution. Last summer, a 
judge agreed in a landmark ruling
.



The president of the 1972 convention that drafted the state's Constitution was 
Leo Graybill
, Mr. Graybill's grandfather. And Mr. Graybill has been a zealous guardian of 
his family legacy
, suing the Gianforte administration eight times over abortion restrictions that the courts agreed violated the state's guarantee to a right to privacy. In all, Mr. Graybill has sued the state 18 times over constitutional issues -- and won every case.



Now, in addition to running for lieutenant governor, Mr. Graybill is leading the legal fight to get an amendment to the state constitution that would explicitly protect abortion access onto the Montana ballot this November.




Mr. Busse worked as a vice president at a high-end gun manufacturer before denouncing the industry. He remained an avid hunter and sport shooter.




Democrats insist they have a chance to win back the governor's mansion. Mr. Gianforte broke into the national consciousness in 2017 when he body-slammed a reporter the night before his special election to the House. Charged with assault, 
he was sentenced to 40 hours of community servic
e and 20 hours of anger-management classes. A 
wealthy former software executive
, Mr. Gianforte still won re-election to the House in 2018, then won the governorship in 2020.



But Mr. Busse's campaign is focused less on the governor's temper than on painting him as an out-of-touch outsider who is changing Montana in ways the independent, rugged West doesn't want. Wealthy newcomers like Mr. Gianforte, who moved to Montana in 1995 after selling his software company for $10 million, have helped drive housing prices sky high, Mr. Busse has argued, and rather than adjust property tax rates to ease the rising tax burden, the Republican governor and Legislature let property taxes shoot upward on homeowners while protecting businesses, especially pipeline owners, with lower rates. (Mr. Busse actually moved to the state the same year, to head sales for Kimber.)



"We get to be two Democrats running against the biggest tax increase in state history," Mr. Graybill told a friendly gathering in late April at a fund-raiser in Missoula. "Come on."



Mr. Gianforte did 
convene a bipartisan task force
 to look at the state's property tax issue this year, and 
last month extended deadlines
 for two existing property tax relief funds for Montanans on fixed or limited incomes or who are disabled veterans.



A spokesman for Mr. Gianforte, Sean Southard, said property tax rebates of up to $1,350 actually saved Montanans overall, but he also blamed local governments in the state, which spend the tax money.



"While the governor's property tax rebate helped, Montanans have seen property taxes rise too much as some local governments grow their spending at alarming rates, driven in part by a series of voter-approved mill levies," he said. "The governor is committed to working with local partners, through his property tax task force, and the Legislature to make permanent reforms to provide homeowners with significant, long-term property tax relief."



If nothing else, Mr. Busse argues, there will be a virtuous circle tying his campaign to the far better financed, more prominent race to get Mr. Tester re-elected to the Senate. The advertising blitz for that campaign will bring voters out for all Democrats, while Mr. Busse's smash-mouth style could energize Montanans sick of more seasoned politicians from both parties. As Mr. Tester fills the airwaves, Mr. Busse and Mr. Graybill are flooding social media with 
cheeky
, 
irreverent
 -- and 
sometimes gross
 -- social media posts.



In Mr. Busse's brash style, Republicans see a gift. The Republican Governors Association recently 
assembled a montage of Busse bluster
 -- "I live in Kalispell, some of you might have heard, not the most enlightened political place in the world" -- and set it to silly music, banking that Mr. Busse will turn off, rather than activate, Montana voters.



"From insulting Montanans on the campaign trail to his liberal talking points, he continues to blatantly show why Montanans will reject him handily this fall," the association's spokeswoman Courtney Alexander said.



After Mr. Busse and Mr. Graybill spoke to Prof. Robert Saldin's political science class at the University of Montana, Abe Malley, a senior, gently confronted Mr. Busse on his gun stances. The candidate fired back, blazing, suggesting that the 29-year-old student -- a former Marine studying to become a social studies teacher -- wanted to "own the libs" by defending the purchase of military-style AR-15s in case Democrats ban them.



Weeks later, Mr. Malley was still surprised and insulted.



"With guns in Montana, he's going to have a very hard time swinging people," he said of Mr. Busse. "I really do think I'm in the middle, and his stance is just weird enough that I don't know if I can trust him."




Mr. Busse and Mr. Graybill at a political science class at the University of Montana last month. Republicans see Mr. Busse's bluster as potentially damaging with voters.




Even Democrats have their doubts. Officials at the Democratic Governors Association are taking a wait-and-see approach to the race, knowing that defeating an incumbent governor is extremely difficult, even in a more closely divided state. Mr. Gianforte will have plenty of money, from his own bank accounts and from wealthy allies, and Mr. Trump will bring out his base.



Local newspapers have shrunk or disappeared in much of Montana. Mr. Graybill has criticized what he sees as largely friendly coverage of Mr. Gianforte from the media outlets that remain, especially television stations owned by the Sinclair Broadcast group. Robert E. Smith, a longtime Sinclair director, is an ally of the governor.



"If we can communicate, we can win," Mr. Graybill said.



Fred Van Valkenburg, who attended the fund-raiser in Missoula, at the home of Daniel and Kay Kiely, was a former Montana State Senate majority leader and Senate president. He cautioned that while Mr. Gianforte could have headed off the big property tax, most voters tend to blame their city and county governments, which collect the revenue.



"I think Tester can win," Mr. Van Valkenburg said. "Busse's got a higher hill to climb."



But others see a path forward. Carter Fredenberg, 37, was in Whitefish to watch Mr. Busse at the brewpub. A biologist for the Fish and Wildlife Service and a fifth-generation Kalispell resident, he said, "Things have changed in four years, big time," and not for the better.



The Covid-19 pandemic brought a flood of rich conservatives from the coast who have pressed for more controls on access to rivers for fishing and lands for hunting. Housing prices are increasing fears that Montana could be rendered a playground for the rich.



And as Mr. Busse was ripping into Mr. Gianforte as a "weird dude" policing Montana's doctors offices and bedrooms, Ron Gerson, the chairman of the Flathead County Democrats, liked what he was seeing at Jeremiah Johnson Brewing.



"We've been too nice," he said of his party. "You can't be nice in this environment."




Mr. Busse hiking with his hunting dogs in Kalispell, Mont., last month.
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Trump Super PAC Says It Took In Nearly $70 Million in May



In a memo for donors obtained by The New York Times, the group also said it viewed Pennsylvania as critical to the Trump campaign's success in November.




The super PAC Make America Great Again Inc. said it planned to spend a further $100 million through Labor Day.




By Maggie Haberman and Jonathan Swan


Jun 05, 2024


The original super PAC supporting Donald J. Trump's presidential campaign plans to report that it raised nearly $70 million in May, and that it will spend a further $100 million through Labor Day, according to a memo written for the group's donors.



The super PAC, Make America Great Again Inc., is preparing an advertising blitz focused on a handful of key states in the Rust Belt and the Sun Belt, where several polls show Mr. Trump, the presumptive Republican presidential nominee, leading President Biden.



The memo, a copy of which was provided to The New York Times by someone who received it, was written by the group's chief executive, Taylor Budowich. The burst of fund-raising it describes is on track with the surge that the Trump campaign has said it experienced after Mr. Trump was convicted last week in a Manhattan courtroom on 34 counts of falsifying business records intended to conceal a hush-money payment to a porn star in 2016.



The Trump campaign has said that it raised $141 million in the days after the verdict on May 30. That, along with the MAGA Inc. figure, cannot be independently verified until campaign finance reports are made public. But by all accounts, Mr. Trump and his allied groups are moving to chip away at what has been an enormous cash advantage held by Democrats.



Mr. Budowich argued that the conviction in the Manhattan case had not changed the fundamentals of a race in which Mr. Biden is running as an incumbent with dangerously low approval ratings.



In the memo, Mr. Budowich said the money would be used to continue to try to peel off Black and Latino voters, from whom Mr. Trump is currently attracting more support than he has in the past. The money will also be spent in the Rust Belt, where Mr. Trump's longtime base of white working-class voters dominates.



The memo provides insight into how Mr. Trump's extended orbit views his paths to the 270 electoral votes necessary to win the presidency, and how pivotal one state in particular -- Pennsylvania -- is to their plans.



Democrats "need to both solidify the blue wall states of Pennsylvania, Michigan and Wisconsin, while keeping President Trump defensive in the Sun Belt states of Georgia, Arizona, North Carolina and Nevada," Mr. Budowich wrote.



He noted that Mr. Trump had been faring better in the Sun Belt states, adding: "That doesn't mean it's a certainty -- but we are well positioned. That's why MAGA Inc.'s summer investments will prioritize providing Team Trump with the most electoral paths to victory, while narrowing the battlefield geographically come fall."



He wrote that Pennsylvania is "the ballgame," but also said Georgia's 16 electoral votes presented, through the south, "the best gateway to the White House for President Trump -- delivering the targeted 270 electoral votes."



The super PAC has focused heavily on Pennsylvania, where Mr. Biden's support is stronger than in other Rust Belt states.



Mr. Budowich noted that Mr. Biden's campaign had spent aggressively on advertising, but that the outlays had not yet materialized into a more expansive block of support for the president. Repeatedly, he pointed out that Mr. Trump was being outspent even as he maintained a solid position in polls.



And he said that MAGA Inc. would work off a targeted voter model with its spending in Arizona, Georgia, Nevada and Pennsylvania.



"We may not be able to outspend Democrats, but we can ensure the messages that are being distributed are done so using the targeting that each individual voter requires," he wrote.



While MAGA Inc. was the first blessed super PAC supporting Mr. Trump, another group, Right for America, is being led by a Trump ally, Sergio Gor. In addition, Miriam Adelson, the megadonor and widow of the casino magnate Sheldon Adelson, plans to fund a separate entity supporting Mr. Trump, called Preserve America. That group was initially formed in 2020, when Mr. Trump was running for re-election.
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It Was Legal Boilerplate. Trump Made It Sound Like a Threat to His Life.



The former president's lies about the F.B.I. being prepared to kill him during the search of Mar-a-Lago took his attacks on the justice system and the rule of law to another level.




Donald Trump was in the New York area on the day that F.B.I. agents carried out a court-authorized search of Mar-a-Lago in Florida in 2022.




By Alan Feuer


Jun 05, 2024


On the day before the F.B.I. obtained a search warrant almost two years ago to look for classified materials at former President Donald J. Trump's private club and residence in Florida, one of the agents on the case sent a reassuring email to his bosses.



"The F.B.I. intends for the execution of the warrant to be handled in a professional, low key manner," he wrote, "and to be mindful of the optics of the search."



And that's more or less what happened when 30 agents and two federal prosecutors entered the grounds of Mar-a-Lago, Mr. Trump's Palm Beach estate, at 8:59 a.m. on Aug. 8, 2022. Over the next 10 hours, according to court papers, there was little drama as they hauled away a trove of boxes containing highly sensitive state secrets in three vans and a rented Ryder box truck.



Two years later, Mr. Trump 
has tried to flip the facts
 about that search entirely on their head, in particular by twisting the meaning of boilerplate instructions to the agents about limits on their use of lethal force.



Even though the court-authorized warrant was executed while he was more than 1,000 miles away in the New York area, the former president in recent weeks has repeatedly promoted the blatantly false narrative  that the agents had shown up that day prepared to kill him, when the instructions in fact laid out strict conditions intended to minimize any use of deadly force.



"It's just been revealed that Biden's DOJ was authorized to use DEADLY FORCE for their DESPICABLE raid in Mar-a-Lago," Mr. Trump wrote in a fund-raising email last month.



"Joe Biden was locked & loaded ready to take me out & put my family in danger," the email said.



Mr. Trump's baseless statements about the search are among the starkest examples of the ways in which he has sought to gain political advantage by attacking the criminal justice system and the rule of law itself.








They also reflect his escalating use of incendiary language on the campaign trail. Over the past several months, Mr. Trump has gone from accusing President Biden and his administration of weaponizing the justice system to undermine his campaign to asserting that Democrats are out to put him in prison. Now he is portraying himself as a political martyr whose very life could be in danger.



In addition to playing into his strategy of painting himself as a victim of a Deep State conspiracy, Mr. Trump's warped version of the Mar-a-Lago search has also triggered a new legal battle between his lawyers and prosecutors in the office of the special counsel, Jack Smith. Mr. Smith's team has charged him with illegally removing dozens of classified documents from the White House after he left office and obstructing the government's repeated efforts to get them back.



Outraged by Mr. Trump's remarks, Mr. Smith's deputies asked late last month for Aileen M. Cannon, the judge overseeing the documents prosecution, to 
revise Mr. Trump's conditions of release
 to include a measure barring him from making public statements that might endanger agents working on the case. The prosecutors want to be sure that the former president does nothing further to threaten or intimidate the agents and have asked Judge Cannon to put his liberty at stake.



The heated fight is the first time in the documents case that Mr. Smith has sought to limit comments by Mr. Trump, who has already faced gag orders in two of his other criminal cases. The dispute will require Judge Cannon to undertake a balancing act: She will have to weigh shielding the agents from potential harm against protecting Mr. Trump's free speech rights to criticize the F.B.I., even with baldfaced lies.



Mr. Trump's lawyers have seemed happy to engage in the spat, if only because it could easily create additional delays even as it provides the former president with potent political talking points. The proceeding has 
already been severely slowed down
 by a morass of legal battles, often over secondary issues, and a trial on the charges appears increasingly unlikely before Election Day.



The former president's lawyers have 
assailed the government's request
 to limit Mr. Trump's remarks as an "unprecedented and unconstitutional censorship application." And they have gone after Mr. Smith and his aides in extremely personal fashion, tarring them as the "Thought Police" and asking the judge to penalize them.



The conflict started a little more than two weeks ago when Judge Cannon, who sits in Federal District Court in Fort Pierce, Fla., 
unsealed a motion by Mr. Trump's lawyers
 to suppress the evidence the F.B.I. collected during its search of Mar-a-Lago. Accompanying the motion were dozens of pages of underlying investigative documents providing new details on how the search had been planned and conducted.



The documents suggested that the bureau had gone out of its way to ensure that the first search of a former president's home in U.S. history did not turn into a danger or a spectacle.



They showed, for instance, how the F.B.I. chose to execute the search on a day when Mr. Trump was not at his estate and how agents alerted one of his lawyers nearly an hour before they started to go through the property, room by room. Members of the search team arrived wearing unmarked "business casual" clothing instead of their usual garb emblazoned with the bureau's familiar logo.



The agents had a plan in place to deal with the media if reporters caught wind of the event, and they intended to rely on "existing liaison relationships" with the Secret Service if for some reason Mr. Trump's protective detail decided to interfere.



One of the unsealed documents was an internal operations order, which contained boilerplate language limiting the use of deadly force during the search. In this case, the order said, lethal force could be employed only if there was "imminent danger of death or serious physical injury" to the agents themselves or to any others who were on the ground that day.



But even though the same stock phrases are used in most of the searches the F.B.I. conducts, Mr. Trump homed in on and twisted them. In a social media message posted on the same day the order was unsealed, he falsely accused Mr. Biden of having "authorized the FBI to use deadly (lethal) force" during the search.



Within days of Mr. Trump making those false claims, prominent right-wing figures -- including the former president's longtime political adviser Stephen K. Bannon -- repeated them and in some cases blew them even further out of proportion.



"Predictably and as he certainly intended," prosecutors wrote to Judge Cannon, "others have amplified Trump's misleading statements, falsely characterizing the inclusion of the entirely standard use-of-force policy as an effort to 'assassinate' Trump."



The mischaracterizations provoked the ire of Attorney General Merrick B. Garland, who rarely inserts himself into the cases filed by Mr. Smith, who as a special counsel enjoys day-to-day independence from the Justice Department. But on Tuesday, 
testifying before the House Judiciary Committee
, the normally mild-mannered Mr. Garland flatly contradicted Mr. Trump, saying his claims were based on a distortion of a standard Justice Department use-of-force policy.



"This is dangerous," Mr. Garland said. "It raises the threats of violence against prosecutors and career agents."



Mr. Garland noted that the same policy was in place when F.B.I. agents searched Mr. Biden's home in Delaware for classified documents.



Mr. Smith's deputies have not yet pointed to any current threats inspired by the lies. But in their filing to Judge Cannon, they noted that there were serious consequences after the former president went on social media two years ago and decried the search at Mar-a-Lago as a personal attack against him.



Three days later, an armed man in Ohio tried to shoot his way into an F.B.I. field office near Cincinnati. The man, Ricky W. Shiffer, had said at the time that "patriots" should head to Florida to defend Mr. Trump and kill F.B.I. agents. Mr. Shiffer was subsequently 
killed in a shootout with the local police
.



It remains unclear how Judge Cannon will rule on Mr. Smith's request. In a prickly preliminary ruling, 
she temporarily rejected the move on procedural grounds
 last week.



Mr. Smith then 
refiled his request to her
 after going through the necessary procedural steps. He repeated his assertion that Mr. Trump had lied and that "the F.B.I. took extraordinary care to execute the search warrant unobtrusively and without needless confrontation."



That is certainly how bureau officials felt at the time of the operation.



One of the recently unsealed documents was an email from an unnamed F.B.I. official to the various teams that took part in the search, a day after it occurred.



"I just wanted to extend my thanks again for everyone's help yesterday," it read. "We could not have asked for anything more. Well done by all of you and your teams."
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U.S. Counterterrorism Chief Is Stepping Down



The official, Christine Abizaid, recently warned that the Hamas attacks in Israel, and the Gaza conflict, had energized terrorist threats worldwide.




Christine S. Abizaid, director of the National Counterterrorism Center, at the Capitol last year.




By Eric Schmitt


Jun 05, 2024


The director of the National Counterterrorism Center will step down next month, Biden administration officials said on Wednesday.



The director, Christine S. Abizaid, has served three years as the country's top counterterrorism official. In recent years, a resurgent China and Russia, as well as the wars in Ukraine and in Gaza, have replaced counterterrorism as the country's main national security priorities.



But speaking to a 
security conference
 in Doha, Qatar, last month, Ms. Abizaid warned that the Hamas attacks against Israel on Oct. 7, and the ensuing Gaza conflict, had energized an increasingly diverse set of worldwide terrorist threats.



The Islamic State no longer controls vast swaths of territory in Iraq and Syria, but its fighters and groups aligned with Al Qaeda are on the march in Africa. The Islamic State affiliate in Afghanistan, 
ISIS Khorasan
, dramatically demonstrated its expanding reach earlier this year, conducting deadly attacks in 
Iran
 and 
Russia
. In addition to supporting Hamas in Gaza, Iran backs extremist groups in Lebanon, Syria, Iraq and Yemen.



"We are in an elevated global threat environment," Ms. Abizaid said at the conference.



Ms. Abizaid, 45, had previously served as a senior counterterrorism official at the White House and as a senior Pentagon official for Southwest Asia policy before taking over the counterterrorism center in June 2021.



The counterterrorism center, created in the wake of the attacks on Sept. 11, 2001, integrates, analyzes and shares counterterrorism information to address threats.



"Christy Abizaid is an extraordinary leader who is not only incredibly effective but principled, courageous and kind," Avril D. Haines, the director of national intelligence, said in a statement.



Ms. Abizaid started her government career as a counterterrorism intelligence analyst at the Defense Intelligence Agency, specializing in Afghanistan and Pakistan, as well as the Middle East, and including a tour as the agency's senior representative in Iraq. She is the daughter of John P. Abizaid, a retired Army general who formerly led the Pentagon's Central Command, overseeing military operations in the Middle East and parts of Asia.



"Christy has played an indispensable role in driving the counterterrorism enterprise for the U.S. government even as other high-priority national security challenges draw resources and attention," said Nicholas J. Rasmussen, a former director of the counterterrorism center who is now at the Homeland Security Department.



Brett M. Holmgren, the assistant secretary of state for intelligence and research, will serve as the acting director of the counterterrorism center when Ms. Abizaid departs in mid-July, administration officials said.
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Congressional Memo



Far-Right Vows to Tie Up the Senate to Avenge Trump Are So Far Mostly Empty



To date, the effort has not produced results, as the Republicans who have promised to hold up nominees and legislation are the ones who usually oppose them anyway.




Senator Rick Scott joined an effort by Senator Mike Lee to slow down the business of the Senate in retaliation for the conviction of former President Donald J. Trump in a hush-money case in New York. 




By Carl Hulse


Jun 05, 2024


Senator Rick Scott is so furious over the felony conviction of former President Donald J. Trump that the Florida Republican says he and his colleagues need to take it out on the Senate, by acting as disrupters and blocking all Biden administration nominees and legislation.



"We can't have business as usual," Mr. Scott insisted as the Senate convened this week for the first time since Mr. Trump's trial ended in New York with a fusillade of "guilty" verdicts.



Yet so far at least, business as usual it is.



Despite the far-right conservative bloc vowing to draw the line against White House nominees and Democratic legislation, three nominees -- one a judge for the usually pummeled District of Columbia, no less -- have breezed through the Senate this week with plenty of Republican backing.



Obviously not everyone on the G.O.P. side is willing to draw such a hard line in a fit of pique. Senator Mitch McConnell of Kentucky, the Republican leader who has repeatedly clashed with his right wing and done more than perhaps anyone else in his party to obstruct Democratic nominees and initiatives in the past, pooh-poohed the effort.



"The solution is to have a Republican majority," he told reporters. "There are opportunities when you're in the minority, but not to set the agenda."



Senator Mike Lee of Utah has led the charge in the Senate to muck up the works in retaliation for Mr. Trump's conviction, and by Wednesday afternoon, 12 of his fellow Republicans had signed on to a pledge he put forward to vote against Democratic nominees and bills. The problem for the signatories is that they already typically vote against almost everything from the other side, diminishing the power of their threat to tie up the Senate.



"If you have a handful of people who vote no all the time, then the threat to vote no really doesn't come with a lot of leverage," said Senator Kevin Cramer, Republican of North Dakota, who hasn't taken the Lee pledge and would no doubt like to see a major farm bill passed at some point.



Another complication for the rebels is that there just isn't that much major legislation remaining this year to scuttle, and that which is left -- including the farm bill and a major Pentagon policy measure -- will need to be bipartisan to succeed anyway.



But those on the right will not be deterred.



"I'm thrilled with those who have joined us so far," Mr. Lee said. "I think we've got to respond -- if not by this, then through some other means. I'm open to ideas."



The day following Mr. Trump's conviction, Mr. Lee, a onetime Trump critic who has become a devotee, took to the social media platform X to post a statement asserting that the Trump trial showed the White House had made "a mockery of the rule of law and fundamentally altered our politics in un-American ways" even though the trial in New York was a state case with no connection to the Biden administration.



As a result of the trial, the statement declared that signatories would not back any increase in nonsecurity-related funding or any spending bill that funds "partisan lawfare." In addition, it said they would not vote to confirm any political or judicial nominees or agree to expedite consideration or passage of Democratic bills unrelated to public safety.



"All of us represent our constituencies, and Iowans are fed up with the Biden administration," said Senator Joni Ernst of Iowa, the fourth-ranking Republican and the highest member of the party leadership to sign the pledge. "So this is one way that I can support my Iowans and push back on the Biden administration."



On Wednesday, Mr. Lee announced the latest signers: Senators Steve Daines of Montana, the chairman of the National Republican Senatorial Committee, and Rand Paul of Kentucky, an extremely reliable anti-Democratic vote in the Senate.



"The fire is spreading," Mr. Lee wrote on social media.



Though the effectiveness of the pledge on the Senate floor might be in doubt, it does have the benefit of giving Republicans a new avenue to express fealty to Mr. Trump now that the trial is over and lawmakers can no longer pop up to New York to bolster him. At least two of the signers, Senators Marco Rubio of Florida and J.D. Vance of Ohio, are considered prime vice-presidential prospects for the Trump ticket.



The pledge also seems to come with a few loopholes. Senator Roger Marshall, the Kansas Republican and a signer, this week voted for a Biden nominee to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission despite having said earlier on social media that "words are not enough" to counter the Biden administration.



"I'm more focused on judicial nominations," Mr. Marshall explained.



Senator Josh Hawley, Republican of Missouri, said his endorsement of the pledge would not prevent him from pushing for passage of major radiation compensation legislation he has championed, noting that the pledge isn't that much of a shift for him given his opposition to most things on the floor.



"For me, it is really no change," he said.



Despite lacking big numbers, those signing the statement could force nuisance procedural votes that consume Senate floor time and irritate their colleagues -- though to date, they have refrained from such steps.



And while the Senate has been able to proceed with nominations, Republicans could pose problems for Democrats if they decided to band together. With Senator Bob Menendez of New Jersey, who recently switched his party affiliation to independent, on trial back home on corruption charges, Democrats don't have a vote to spare in the 51-to-49 Senate. At the same time, another newly declared independent, Senator Joe Manchin III of West Virginia, has said he will not vote for any Biden judicial nominee who does not have bipartisan support, potentially putting Democrats in a bind.



Senator Richard J. Durbin, Democrat of Illinois and chairman of the Judiciary Committee, said he was concerned about the G.O.P. pledge because it would be wrong to penalize nominees for something beyond their control.



"There are many competent, able candidates for the judicial vacancies around the country and they shouldn't be swept away by any politics of the moment," he said.



But as Mr. Cramer, the North Dakota Republican, assessed the position of his colleagues, he noted that pledges like those put forward in the aftermath of the Trump verdict have the potential to complicate life for those who sign on as much as their intended target.



"I do think you can handcuff yourself," he said, "when you think you've really handcuffed someone else."
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Police Arrest 13 Protesters Who Occupied Stanford President's Office



Demonstrators had taken over the office at dawn and demanded that Stanford University trustees vote on divestment from companies said to support Israel's military.




Protesters established an encampment at Stanford in late April to demand that the university divest from companies said to provide support to the Israeli military.




By Heather Knight


Jun 05, 2024


Police officers arrested 13 pro-Palestinian protesters on Wednesday who had barricaded themselves in the office of the president of Stanford University and demanded that administrators meet several demands, including a vote by the university trustees on whether to divest from companies that are said to support Israel's military.



The administration offices, located in Building 10, were cleared within about three hours, according to Dee Mostofi, a campus spokeswoman, who said that there was "extensive damage." Several walls and pillars on the exterior were covered in graffiti that criticized the police, Stanford and Israel.



The protesters had entered the building around 5:30 a.m. on Wednesday, and university police officers arrived at the scene after they were alerted of the occupation, according to Ms. Mostofi. The building houses the offices of the university's president, Richard Saller, and provost, Jenny Martinez, among others.



Wednesday is the final day of classes for the spring quarter at Stanford. An encampment that Pro-Palestinian protesters established in late April remains on a campus quad.



The group of protesters, which calls itself the People's University for Palestine encampment, said in a statement that its members intended to remain in Building 10 until the university met several demands. The group called on the Stanford Board of Trustees to consider next week whether to divest from companies -- including Hewlett-Packard, Lockheed Martin and Chevron -- that the protesters say provide material and logistical support to the Israeli military campaign in Gaza.



The protesters also demanded that Dr. Saller support the divestment proposal, disclose all of the holdings in Stanford's endowment and drop all disciplinary measures against Pro-Palestinian student activists.
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Louisiana Passes Surgical Castration Bill for Child Molesters



The bill, if signed by the governor, would be the first to allow a judge to order surgical procedures for those who commit sex crimes against children.




The Louisiana State Capitol in Baton Rouge. The bill, passed on Monday, now awaits the signature of Gov. Jeff Landry.




By David W. Chen


Jun 04, 2024


Judges in Louisiana could order people who are convicted of sex crimes against children to undergo surgical castration under a bill that state lawmakers passed overwhelmingly on Monday.



While Louisiana and a few other states, including California, Texas and Florida, have long allowed chemical castration, the option to punish sex offenders via surgical castration -- which is far more intrusive -- appears to be the first in the country, according to the National Conference of State Legislatures and 
prisoners' advocacy groups
.



The bill now awaits the signature of Gov. Jeff Landry, a Republican who took office in January vowing a 
tough-on-crime approach
. And while the bill easily passed the Republican-dominated Legislature, it was a Democrat from Baton Rouge, Senator Regina Barrow, who introduced the measure.



"We are talking about babies who are being violated by somebody," 
Ms. Barrow told lawmakers
 during an April committee meeting. "That is inexcusable."



The bill allows for the procedure to be ordered for either men or women.



Some legislators expressed concerns about Louisiana's record of wrongful convictions and the prospect of racial bias.



"Who does this affect most?" Representative Edmond Jordan, a Baton Rouge Democrat who is Black, said 
during a legislative hearing
. "I know it's race neutral. I know we say it can apply to anybody, but we all know who it affects."
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D.A. Seeks to Overturn Texas Governor's Pardon of Man Who Killed Protester



The prosecutor accused the governor of violating the constitutional separation of powers doctrine by intervening with the actions of a court.




District Attorney Jose Garza of Travis County is seeking to overturn Gov. Greg Abbott's pardon of a man convicted of fatally shooting a Black Lives Matter protester in 2020.




By David Montgomery


Jun 05, 2024


A Texas prosecutor said on Tuesday that he would seek to have a court overturn Gov. Greg Abbott's pardon of a man convicted of fatally shooting a Black Lives Matter protester in Austin in the summer of 2020.



The Republican governor's 
pardon last month of the man
, Daniel S. Perry, who had argued that he was acting in self-defense against an armed protester, was cheered by conservatives as a recognition of the state's "stand your ground" protections.



But it was also met with outrage by the protester's family, civil rights groups and Jose Garza, the Travis County district attorney whose office had secured the conviction.



On Tuesday, Mr. Garza, a Democrat, said he would petition the state's highest criminal appeals court to overturn the pardon on the grounds that the governor had violated the constitutional separation of powers doctrine by intervening with a court's actions.



"It's up to the legal system whether a person is guilty or innocent," Mr. Garza said at a news conference, where he was joined by relatives of the slain protester, Garrett Foster, a 28-year-old former mechanic in the U.S. Air Force.



But a lawyer for Mr. Perry countered that the governor had a well-established authority to grant pardons, and accused Mr. Garza of a "frivolous pursuit to overturn Governor Abbott's pardon."



"The pardon power is given to the executive branch of government and is not subject to being second-guessed by the judicial branch of government," the lawyer, Clint Broden, said in a statement.



Sanford V. Levinson, a constitutional law expert and professor at the University of Texas at Austin School of Law, said he "would be shocked" if a court ruled that Mr. Abbott's pardon violated the separation of powers "because that's what the pardoning power is designed to do."



The pardoning power of governors and the president, he said, "gives the executive branch the right to interfere in the judicial system when they think there's a very good reason to do so."



Mr. Perry was an active-duty U.S. Army sergeant on the night of July 25, 2020, when he was working as an Uber driver in downtown Austin and drove toward a crowd of demonstrators.



It was there that a group of people that included Mr. Foster approached Mr. Perry's car. Mr. Foster -- who, like Mr. Perry, was white -- wore a bandanna on his face and carried an AK-47-style rifle on a strap in front of him. Mr. Perry's lawyers said Mr. Foster had begun pointing his weapon, and it was then that Mr. Perry opened fire.



Mr. Perry was 
sentenced to 25 years in prison
 in May of last year after prosecutors presented evidence of his past 
racist online comments
 and said that psychological experts had found him to be "basically a loaded gun."



Governor Abbott's decision to pardon him followed a recommendation from the state's Board of Pardons and Paroles, whose members are appointed by the governor. Under Texas law, a recommendation from the board is necessary before the governor can grant a pardon.



Mr. Abbott's office did not immediately respond to a request for comment on Tuesday. In a statement issued with the pardon, Mr. Abbott said that the board conducted a "thorough investigation" and that he supported its finding. He also asserted that Texas "has one of the strongest 'stand your ground' laws of self-defense that cannot be nullified by a jury or a progressive district attorney."



On Tuesday, Sheila Foster, the protester's mother, joined the district attorney in denouncing the pardon, saying her son was "killed on American soil" while he was exercising "his First Amendment rights."



Mr. Garza's attempt to have the conviction reinstated will now rest with the Texas Court of Criminal Appeals, whose nine members are all Republicans.



Separately, 14 Democratic state attorneys general have pressed the U.S. Justice Department to open a civil rights investigation into Mr. Foster's killing, saying in a letter last month that they were "concerned that these 'stand your ground' laws encourage vigilantes to attend protests armed and ready to shoot and kill those who exercise their First Amendment rights."



J. David Goodman
 contributed reporting.
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As Hunter Biden Stands Trial, a Republican Noise Machine Goes Silent



Republicans have gone after Hunter Biden for years, but his trial on gun charges undermines their views on gun rights and on a "weaponized" Justice Department.




Beyond the professional provocateurs in Washington and the right-wing media, Republicans have decided to say as little as possible about Hunter Biden's trial, which began this week.




By Jonathan Weisman


Jun 05, 2024


For nearly four years, Republicans have delved into the darkest corners of Hunter Biden's life, seeking to tie his troubles to his father, President Biden. But as the younger Biden stands trial in Delaware on gun charges, the case's glaring political contradictions have rendered the G.O.P. largely mute, from former President Donald J. Trump on down.



It stands to reason: The baseless claim that the Biden Justice Department is running a political persecution of Mr. Trump is somewhat undermined by the department's prosecution of the president's son. It is also hard to make much of allegations that Hunter Biden lied about his drug use to purchase a handgun when your party is sponsoring 
legislation to ease gun-purchasing restrictions
 for veterans struggling with mental illness, not to mention the 
case before the Supreme Court
 that could allow domestic abusers to buy firearms.



So beyond the professional provocateurs in Washington and the right-wing media, Republicans have decided to say as little as possible.



"I wouldn't read too much into a lot of people not talking about it right now," cautioned Representative Kelly Armstrong, Republican of North Dakota, and a leader of the House investigation of Hunter Biden. "There's been a lot of other things that have come up in the last three days. We'll see what it looks like by the end of the week."



Among those "other things" that Mr. Armstrong was referring to were 
the 34 felony counts
 that the party's presumptive presidential nominee was found guilty of last week.



And while the Manhattan jury that convicted Mr. Trump of approving fraudulent business records to cover up hush-money payments to 
a porn star
 was impaneled by a state court and the prosecutors in the case worked for the Manhattan district attorney, 
Alvin L. Bragg
, Republicans have insisted -- wrongly -- that the Biden Justice Department coordinated the entire case, which makes the department's prosecution of Hunter Biden politically inconvenient.



On Tuesday, when the House Judiciary Committee's Republican majority convened a hearing on how the "D.O.J. has become politicized and weaponized under the leadership of Attorney General Merrick Garland," practically the only mentions of Hunter Biden came from Democrats, such as Representative Steve Cohen of Tennessee, who asked Mr. Garland if his department had indicted Senator Robert Menendez of New Jersey and Representative Henry Cuellar of Texas. The answer was yes.



"So you've prosecuted Democrats, and as we speak, Hunter Biden, the son of the president, is under trial in Delaware," Mr. Cohen said, adding for good measure that the department had declined to indict a Republican member of the committee, Representative Matt Gaetz of Florida, after investigating him for sex trafficking.



"Mr. Gaetz is living evidence that you have not weaponized the Justice Department," Mr. Cohen said. (Mr. Gaetz was not in the room at the time.)



Perhaps the only mention of the president's son by a Republican at the lengthy hearing came from Representative Ben Cline of Virginia, who asked whether Mr. Garland had spoken to Hunter Biden at a state dinner for Kenya's president last month.



"I have never spoken to Hunter Biden in my life," Mr. Garland responded.




"I have never spoken to Hunter Biden in my life," Attorney General Merrick Garland told the House Judiciary Committee on Tuesday.




Then there is the charge that Hunter Biden faces -- lying about drug use on a federal background check to purchase a gun -- and its clash with the gun rights absolutism in the G.O.P. On Tuesday night, the House narrowly passed a measure that would remove military veterans who had been reported to the F.B.I. for mental health concerns from the national gun background check system.



"I'm encouraged to see Congress refusing to turn a blind eye to the 260,000 veterans who have been wrongfully submitted to the F.B.I.'s corrupt system," declared Representative Eli Crane, Republican of Arizona and the amendment's sponsor.



But that "corrupt system" is the same one that Hunter Biden is accused of subverting on federal forms as he sought to purchase a gun.



Gun rights organizations have tied themselves in knots over the case, trying to reconcile their political efforts to defeat President Biden with their attacks on the instant check system.



"Gun Owners of America believes that the gun control Hunter Biden violated is unconstitutional and Forms 4473 shouldn't even exist," said Erich Pratt, the group's senior vice president. "However, so long as these infringements remain on the books, Hunter Biden deserves no special treatment from the D.O.J."



Andrew Arulanandam, a spokesman for the National Rifle Association, said, "The N.R.A. is a determined advocate for Second Amendment rights for every law-abiding American, but we draw the line with criminal behavior."



Democrats have had no problem pointing out the contradictions.



Representative Jamie Raskin of Maryland, the ranking Democrat on the House Oversight Committee, which has spent nearly two years investigating Hunter Biden, was almost sympathetic. The prosecutor in the case is an appointee of the Trump Justice Department, he noted. The judge was also nominated by Mr. Trump.



"The very existence of the Hunter Biden prosecution and trial debunk pretty much everything they've been saying about the Trump prosecution and trial," he said.



And, Mr. Raskin added, "if anybody else in America was charged with lying on a federal form to get a handgun, the entire Republican apparatus would be mobilized to charge that his Second Amendment rights were being violated."



Mr. Armstrong said the circle actually could be squared. A year ago, he noted, 
Hunter Biden agreed
 with the Justice Department to plead guilty to two misdemeanor tax charges and accept terms that would allow him to avoid prosecution on a separate gun charge, a deal that could have made the case go away without jail time. But the Trump-appointed judge in the case, 
Maryellen Noreika, objected
, and the 
plea deal collapsed
.



"I firmly believe they would have been happier if that plea deal would have been accepted -- it just wasn't," Mr. Armstrong said. "But the D.O.J. wasn't part of that. A federal judge said no."



The Republican leaders of the Biden family investigations are not giving up. On Wednesday, the chairmen of the House Ways and Means, Oversight and Judiciary committees announced that they had sent criminal referrals to the Department of Justice asking Hunter Biden and the president's brother James to be charged with lying to Congress.



Still, campaign strategists from both parties said this week that their candidates should leave the Hunter Biden case alone. Republicans said they were watching the courtroom in Delaware to see if the defendant's father came up. Otherwise, they said, candidates should stick to the issues the party is winning on: the economy and the border.



The Trump campaign held a call with the news media on Tuesday to castigate President Biden's executive order shutting the border to amnesty seekers. The former president released a slew of videos on subjects including a promise that a Wall Street Journal reporter imprisoned in Russia would be released if he were elected and an embrace of mail-in ballots. Neither Hunter Biden nor any other member of the "Biden crime family" came up.



Democrats have also been eager to focus on the issues that voters care about -- and Hunter Biden is not one of them.



House Speaker Mike Johnson of Louisiana 
on Tuesday at a CNBC forum
 was pressed on his assertion that the Manhattan court where Mr. Trump was convicted had been a "banana republic trial." If so, he was asked, was the unfurling Hunter Biden case also a banana republic trial?



"Haven't been able to watch any of that yet," Mr. Johnson shrugged. "We'll see. I hope not."
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House Republicans Issue Criminal Referrals of Hunter and James Biden



The referrals, which accuse the president's son and brother of lying about his involvement in their business dealings, carry no force of law but are the latest bid by Republicans to target the Biden family.




Hunter Biden this week outside the federal courthouse in Wilmington, Del., where he is on trial on gun-related charges.




By Luke Broadwater


Jun 05, 2024


House Republicans on Wednesday urged the Justice Department to charge Hunter and James Biden, the president's son and brother, with making false statements to Congress in the impeachment inquiry against President Biden.



The chairmen of three House committees recommended the action 
in a criminal referral
 sent less than a week after the conviction of former President Donald J. Trump on 34 felony counts in New York. Their allegations, which assert that both men made false statements to Congress about President Biden's involvement in his family's business dealings, appear to include misrepresentations of Hunter Biden's testimony.



They also accused Hunter Biden of perjury.



The referrals carry no force of law, but House Republicans are hoping to influence the Justice Department, particularly if Mr. Trump takes it over, to carry out more prosecutions of the Biden family. And since his conviction last week, they have been searching for ways to use their majority in the House to retaliate and undercut the two federal indictments of the former president.



In a statement, Speaker Mike Johnson said Attorney General Merrick B. Garland, whom Republicans have accused of anti-conservative bias, should prove his independence by taking immediate action on the accusations.



"If the attorney general wishes to demonstrate he is not running a two-tiered system of justice and targeting the president's political opponents, he will open criminal investigations into James and Hunter Biden," Mr. Johnson said.



Hunter Biden has already been indicted by two federal grand juries in different jurisdictions and is 
currently on trial in Wilmington, Del.,
 on charges of lying about his drug use on a federal form when he purchased a gun.



Representative James Comer, the Oversight chairman; Representative Jim Jordan, the Judiciary chairman; and Representative Jason Smith, the Ways and Means chairman, signed off on the new referrals.



Hunter Biden testified in February and rebuked House Republicans' impeachment inquiry during a closed-door deposition as a "partisan political pursuit" that was based on a "false premise" and fueled by "lies." James Biden also testified that his brother had no "involvement or any direct or indirect financial interest" in his business work.



The referral claims that Hunter Biden made false statements about holding a position at Rosemont Seneca Bohai, a corporate entity that received millions of dollars from foreign individuals.



In his testimony, when asked whether he held the position of "corporate secretary" at the firm, Hunter Biden said, "I didn't even know there was such a thing."



Members of his legal team say that Hunter Biden said that he was unaware he held the title of "corporate secretary" even though documents show he did hold such a title.



They point to testimony from Devon Archer, a business associate of Hunter Biden's, who said that Hunter Biden did not hold a position with the firm but was an equity partner. During Hunter Biden's deposition, he was asked, "It seems to me that Devon Archer's testimony and your testimony are the same: You had no position with Rosemont Seneca Bohai. Is that correct?"



Hunter Biden responded, "That is correct."



The referral also accuses Hunter Biden of providing "an entirely fictitious account" about threatening WhatsApp messages he sent to a business partner while claiming to be sitting next to his father. In his testimony, Mr. Biden said he had exchanged such messages with a Henry Zhao, showing he must have been drunk and high, since he was actually in business with an entirely different person named Raymond Zhao.



But it was Republicans and an I.R.S. agent who initially confused the two Zhaos when presenting the evidence that Hunter Biden relied upon to answer questions about the messages. The referral accuses Hunter Biden of intentionally misleading them about the true recipient.



The Republicans also allege that James Biden lied to Congress when he stated that Joseph R. Biden Jr. did not meet with Hunter Biden's business associate Tony Bobulinski in 2017 while they were pursuing a deal with a Chinese entity.



In his testimony, James Biden denied that such a meeting took place, but Hunter Biden told Republican investigators that Mr. Bobulisnki did meet his father in the lobby of the Beverly Hilton in California. Hunter Biden said that he introduced the men, and that they shook hands and talked about a family member of Mr. Bobulinski's who was suffering from cancer.



In James Biden's testimony, he said that no such meeting took place, and that he never discussed such a meeting with Hunter Biden either. "Not that he remembers," his lawyer interjected. "Not that I recall," James Biden said.



"It appears making false statements runs in the Biden family," Mr. Comer said in a statement. "We've caught President Biden's son and brother making blatant lies to Congress in what appears to be a concerted effort to hide Joe Biden's involvement in his family's schemes."



A lawyer for James Biden criticized the congressional referral on Wednesday.



"This baseless partisan action is a transparent and cynical attempt to distract from and retaliate for Donald Trump's recent criminal conviction," the lawyer, Paul J. Fishman, said in a statement. "James Biden testified earlier this year and has always maintained that Joe Biden never had any involvement in his business dealings."



Hunter Biden's lawyer has denied he lied to Congress. The lawyer, Abbe Lowell, said the examples in his client's testimony that Republicans pointed to had been twisted to distort their meaning. "This is nothing more than a desperate attempt by Republicans to twist Hunter's testimony so they can distract from their failed impeachment inquiry and interfere with his trial," Mr. Lowell said.



Republicans carrying out an impeachment investigation into President Biden have struggled for months to try to tie any of Hunter Biden's alleged criminal misconduct to his father. That has left them without the votes in their own party to charge the president with high crimes and misdemeanors, the constitutional standard for impeachment.



Instead, top G.O.P. lawmakers have pivoted to the strategy of making criminal referrals, which are a politically easier move for House Republicans than impeachment. They do not require a vote of Congress.



Representative Jamie Raskin of Maryland, the top Democrat on the Oversight Committee, said the G.O.P. pivot to criminal referrals made clear the party's impeachment investigation into President Biden was dead.



"The chairmen's 60-page letter is a last-ditch effort to distract from the exoneration of President Biden by offering 'gotcha' accusations against the president's son and brother based on their efforts to recollect years-old financial transactions, text messages and conversations in the course of this interminable fishing expedition," he said.



In some ways, the Republicans are following a model created by Democrats in the last Congress.



The Democratic-run special House committee that investigated the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol made major headlines in the last Congress with its criminal referrals of Mr. Trump. (He was later charged by the Justice Department with crimes related to the plan to overturn the 2020 election.)
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Hunter Biden's Former Partners Describe Toll of His Drug Abuse



His ex-wife and an ex-girlfriend painted a portrait of a family man who was falling into an abyss of addiction and living a lavish, party-hopping high life in New York and Los Angeles.




Kathleen Buhle, who was married to Hunter Biden for nearly 25 years, walking into court in Wilmington, Del., on Wednesday.




By Eileen Sullivan, Glenn Thrush and Zach Montague


Jun 05, 2024


Two of Hunter Biden's former romantic partners, his ex-wife and an ex-girlfriend, provided vivid and gut-wrenching testimony on Wednesday about his out-of-control addiction to crack in the weeks and months before he claimed to be drug-free on a federal firearms form.



Relaying their divergent experiences with President Biden's son, the two women -- Kathleen Buhle, his wife of 24 years, and Zoe Kestan, whom he met in 2017 -- painted a composite portrait. They depicted a family man who was both falling into an abyss of addiction and living a lavish, party-hopping high life in New York and Los Angeles.



A third woman in Mr. Biden's life, Hallie Biden, the widow of his late brother Beau, could be called as a witness for the prosecution as early as Thursday, the fourth day of Mr. Biden's trial on charges he lied on an application to obtain a gun in October 2018.



Of the three, she was closest to Mr. Biden when he bought the gun, and is likely to offer the most complete accounting of actions laid out in his indictment over whether he had lied on a federal gun application.



David C. Weiss, the special counsel who has also brought more serious tax charges against Mr. Biden in California, has turned to women closest to Mr. Biden to document his drug use, revisiting some of the most embarrassing episodes in the Biden family's recent history -- in the heart of an election year.



Almost all the events at issue in the trial happened in 2018, when Joseph R. Biden Jr. was out of office.



Mr. Biden's lawyer Abbe Lowell, spent much of Wednesday pointing out inconsistencies in the testimony of the prosecution's witnesses. He also emphasized a lack of evidence in text exchanges and writings from his client that Mr. Biden was smoking crack cocaine during the month in which he filled out the gun application.



The presence of Hunter Biden's family and friends, including Jill Biden, the first lady, who appeared for the third day in a row on Wednesday, has underscored how the trial is all but certain to be a painful and personal ordeal for the president's family.



Ms. Kestan's entrance into the packed fourth-floor courtroom produced one of the more awkward moments in a trial brimming with jarring juxtapositions.



When Leo J. Wise, a lead prosecutor working for Mr. Weiss, asked her to identify Hunter Biden in the courtroom for the record, he offered an uncomfortable wave, and a fleeting smile before looking down, head in hands.



Ms. Kestan, a designer who has done a range of jobs in New York with artists and textile designers, met Mr. Biden at a gentleman's club in December 2017. The two immediately connected -- "catching feelings," as she put it -- after she sat with him in a quiet back room and clicked on a song from Fleet Foxes, an indie rock band.



When they met, Mr. Biden was 48 and Ms. Kestan was 24 -- exactly half his age.



At several points, she described wanting to help him with various attempts at sobriety, even as she said she had observed him chipping off small crystals from an enormous rock of crack she said was the size of a Ping-Pong ball.



Ms. Kestan said she immediately saw that he had a serious problem with drugs, having experienced firsthand addiction problems with people in her life. Getting him into rehab, she added, was "always part of the conversation."



As a riveted courtroom listened, Ms. Kestan provided a nearly cinematic rendering of their drug-fueled partying during Fashion Week in Manhattan in February 2018.



She said he withdrew enormous quantities of cash from a Wells Fargo A.T.M. in Midtown Manhattan, dispatching her to take out the money by reading her a special code sent to his phone that was valid for a few minutes.



"He used cash for a lot of things, a good amount of it was for drugs," Ms. Kestan said.



But he also gave her $800 for another purpose -- to "buy clothes for his kids" from a high-end retailer.



Under cross-examination, Mr. Lowell sought to challenge Ms. Kestan's credibility, pointing out that while she was encouraging Mr. Biden to stay clean at times, at others she was introducing him to drug dealers and helping enable his habit.



And he emphasized that while she witnessed him using drugs the month before he purchased a Colt Cobra 38SPL revolver, Ms. Kestan was not with him in October, when he returned to Delaware to see his family.



Ms. Buhle's earlier testimony, by contrast, laid bare the painful personal toll of Mr. Biden's addiction on his family.



In a quiet, steady voice, she chronicled her shock at finding a used crack pipe in an ashtray at the family's house in Washington on July 3, 2015 -- and how their marriage disintegrated over the next two years.



"He wasn't himself" when he took drugs, she said. He became "angry, short-tempered" -- even though he tried to hide his addiction from family and friends.



Speaking with emotion, she described how she would scour the family car for evidence of her husband's crack use before allowing her daughters to use the vehicle, to ensure "they were not driving a car with drugs in it."



The trial's third day ended on a less dramatic note: the prosecution's questioning of the man who sold Hunter Biden his gun at StarQuest Shooters & Survival Supply in a Wilmington, Del., strip mall across town from the courthouse.



The salesman, Gordon Cleveland, said he approached Mr. Biden about a minute after he had entered the store, to ask him what he was looking for. Mr. Cleveland, who worked full time for the city, said he did not immediately recognize the scion of his state's most famous family, but was impressed by Mr. Biden's black Cadillac.



"I like guns and I like cars," he said, in a rare moment of levity.



Mr. Cleveland said he watched Hunter Biden answer "no" to the question at the center of this case: Are you an unlawful user of, or addicted to, marijuana or any depressant, stimulant, narcotic drug, or any other controlled substance?



Mr. Biden did not hesitate before answering or ask for any clarification, and did not seem confused by the question, he added.



Mr. Biden 
is charged
 with three felonies: lying to a federally licensed gun dealer, making a false claim on the federal firearms application and possessing an illegally obtained gun in October 2018.



If convicted, he could face up to 25 years in prison and $750,000 in fines. But nonviolent first-time offenders who have not been accused of using the weapon in another crime rarely receive serious prison time for the charges.



He has already been indicted by 
two federal grand juries in different jurisdictions
. But House Republicans are urging the Justice Department to bring even more charges against the president's son. In a criminal referral sent on Wednesday, the chairmen of three House committees recommended that both Mr. Biden and his uncle James Biden be charged with making false statements to Congress during recent testimony.



But other Republicans have questioned why Mr. Biden is facing trial on the gun charges.



"I don't think the average American would have been charged with the gun thing," Senator Lindsey Graham, Republican of South Carolina, told reporters this week. "I don't see any good coming from that."



He added that by contrast, Mr. Biden's trial on tax-related charges in Los Angeles, which is scheduled to start in September, was appropriate.



Trey Gowdy, a former Republican congressman from South Carolina who also served as a federal prosecutor, suggested that the prosecution of a former drug addict who had committed to recovery sent the wrong message.



"I did gun prosecutions for six years," he said this week during an appearance on Fox News. "I bet you there weren't 10 cases prosecuted nationwide of addicts or unlawful drug users who possessed firearms or lied on applications. Why are you pursuing this one?"



Prosecutors working for Mr. Weiss have said that holding Hunter Biden accountable is essential for ensuring the principle that no one is "above the law."



Mr. Weiss, the Trump-appointed U.S. attorney in Delaware, filed the charges in the gun case after a 
plea deal
 fell apart last July.



Mr. Lowell has argued that his decision to bring the charges were the result of a Republican pressure campaign to target Hunter Biden to weaken his father's re-election campaign.



Luke Broadwater
 contributed reporting from Washington.
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Biden's New Order Leaves Migrants at Border in Limbo Over Asylum Fate



In Mexican cities along the border with the United States, migrants were taking a wait-and-see approach to a restrictive new executive action.




Migrants in Ciudad Juarez, Mexico, waiting for an opportune moment to cross the U.S.-Mexico border, on Tuesday, the night the executive order signed by President Biden took effect. The order prevents migrants from seeking asylum when numbers surge.




By Rocio Gallegos, Simon Romero and Emiliano Rodriguez Mega


Jun 05, 2024


Fabiola Yepez, a 20-year-old mother from Venezuela, was sheltering under a bridge in Ciudad Juarez, Mexico, with her toddler son when she first learned of President Biden's new executive order restricting asylum seekers.



Despite witnessing U.S. soldiers on the other side of the border firing nonlethal projectiles at migrants the day before, she planned to attempt crossing into the United States on Wednesday, just hours after the order took effect.



"Maybe it's not like what they're saying, and they won't turn us back," Ms. Yepez said. "I'm afraid, especially with my child in my arms."



In the wake of the new order
, migrants scattered along the U.S.-Mexico border are trying to understand how they will be affected by the measure, the most restrictive border policy instituted by Mr. Biden. The directive allows the United States to temporarily close the border to asylum-seekers when the seven-day average for daily illegal crossings hits 2,500.



In some locations along the border on Wednesday, there seemed to be confusion as to whether the order had technically taken effect and if border agents should be enforcing it. Shelter operators and humanitarian workers in Mexico were also scrambling to understand its implications.




A woman holding her 2-year-old son while waiting in the brush to cross the U.S.-Mexico border on Tuesday in Ciudad Juarez.




Juan Fierro Garcia, the director of El Buen Samaritano (The Good Samaritan), a migrant shelter in Ciudad Juarez, just across the border from El Paso, said that the new policy could place greater strain on his operation and other local shelters if large numbers of migrants are turned away.



He noted that there are relatively few migrants currently in the city, reflecting a sharp decline since the start of the year -- 
a result of increased enforcement measures by Mexico
 to transport people away from the border to other parts of the country.



Mr. Fierro Garcia said his shelter occupants were largely families who have been waiting for months for an interview with U.S. immigration officials through CBP One, an app used to schedule appointments to request asylum. But even though the shelter only housed 55 people in a space meant for 280, Mr. Fierro Garcia said food was running short.



"We don't have the supplies needed at this time to receive more people," he said.



Some people were still entering the United States on Wednesday morning, reflecting limited exceptions to the new restrictions, including for minors who cross the border alone, victims of human trafficking and those who use the CBP One app. It was also unclear in some places whether the executive action was to be enforced immediately.




Migrants trying to cut a hole in the concertina wire fence that has been constructed along the border in Ciudad Juarez.




In Mexicali, across the border from Calexico, Calif., more than a dozen migrants, appearing to be from Haiti and holding CBP One appointments, were permitted to cross into the United States on Wednesday morning. Others, however, were refused entry.



Georgina Esquivel, 40, a food seller from Morelos state in Mexico, said she had not heard of Mr. Biden's order. Hoping to request asylum in the United States without a CBP One appointment, Ms. Esquivel said she and her 10-year-old daughter, Maria, were turned away by U.S. Customs and Border Protection officials.



"I'm going to stay here," Ms. Esquivel said. "I don't even know what to do yet. I don't want to go back to Morelos, and I don't want to stay in Mexicali either."



At an open-air holding site, set between two walls that separate the United States and Mexico in the Tijuana River Valley in San Diego, dozens of migrants who had crossed the border on Wednesday gathered and waited for Border Patrol to pick them up to be processed.



"It's been business as usual, I would say," said Pedro Rios, a director at the American Friends Service Committee, a nonprofit that assists migrants and provides them food and water. The only change, he said, was that fewer people seemed to be crossing on Wednesday compared with previous days.



In El Paso, shelter operators said it may be too early to see a concrete effect from the order.



"We're going to have to give it a chance to evolve," said Ruben Garcia, director of Annunciation House, a nonprofit shelter system. "You're talking about an order that is going to have logistical implementation aspects to it. So we're going to have to give them a chance to see how that actually gets done."




From left, Carolina Mejilla Pineda, 36; Wilson Lopez, 22, and Maria Dolores Garcia, 34, at a shelter in Ciudad Juarez on Wednesday. The group plans to use the CBP One application to get an appointment to enter the United States.




Mr. Garcia also emphasized that the number of migrants on the border waiting to cross is extremely low compared with past years, making it less likely for the order to have a large impact.



Mexican immigration experts say Mr. Biden's executive order is concerning and could put asylum seekers at risk.



"I see echoes of mechanisms that have been tried in the past," said Rafael Velasquez Garcia, the Mexico director of the International Rescue Committee, one of the world's leading refugee assistance organizations. He noted that previous actions, such as Title 42, failed to reduce the demand for asylum, improve Mexico's ability to receive migrants or allocate resources to increase opportunities within Mexico.



"I don't see the point of it," he added. "It simply doesn't work."



In any case, Mexico would bear the brunt of the measure, analysts say. Immigration authorities would likely be left to deal with the people sent back over the border, by detaining and 
busing them to distant states
 in an effort to wear them down, said Eunice Rendon, the coordinator of Migrant Agenda, a coalition of Mexican advocacy groups.



"The flow would be neither safe nor orderly," said Ms. Rendon. "It's the opposite of what you want migration to be."




Migrants walking along the Rio Grande, looking for a place to cross the U.S.-Mexico border, on Tuesday.




President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador on Wednesday denied that the executive action would create problems for Mexican officials, saying that his administration was helping the United States reach agreements with other countries to deport migrants directly. It was unclear which countries he referred to or how this would happen.



Some migrants who managed to cross into the United States in recent days were surprised over their luck.



Jose Luis Posada, 23, from El Salvador said he had crossed on Monday near Tijuana by climbing over a border wall. He was released on Wednesday by Border Patrol agents at a mass-transit stop in San Diego.



"It's a miracle," Mr. Posada said about his timing. By Wednesday, he had learned of Mr. Biden's new executive order.



"God knows what he's doing, and here we are," he said.



Aline Corpus
 contributed reporting from Mexicali, Mexico, 
Jonathan Wolfe
 from San Diego and 
Reyes Mata III
 from El Paso.
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How Biden's Asylum Order Works



The president issued an executive order that essentially blocks asylum claims at the southern border, a major shift in how the United States has handled claims for protection.




President Biden's order is intended to deter illegal border crossings, an issue that has weighed on his political fortunes as he heads into the November presidential election.




By Hamed Aleaziz


Jun 05, 2024


President Biden announced an executive order on Tuesday to essentially block asylum at the southern border, a major shift in how the United States has historically handled claims for protection.



The move, a suspension of longtime guarantees that give anyone who steps onto U.S. soil the right to seek a safe haven, is intended to deter illegal border crossings, an issue that has weighed on Mr. Biden's political fortunes as he heads into the November presidential election.



Here is how it will work.



What does the order say?



The order suspends entry of migrants who cross the southern border illegally and was set to take effect at 12:01 a.m. Wednesday, barring legal challenges.



The order will be lifted if the government certifies that fewer than 1,500 people a day on average crossed the border in the span of a week. It can kick back in if the numbers go above 2,500 a day, on average, in a given week.



On Monday, around 3,500 people crossed without authorization, in line with the trends of recent weeks, according to a person with knowledge of the data, so the numbers would have to fall substantially for the suspension to end.



Mr. Biden said in the order that despite a recent decline in crossings from historic highs, the numbers at the border continued to exceed the government's "capacity." The order also called on Congress to update immigration laws.



"The current situation is also the direct result of the Congress's failure to update an immigration and asylum system that is simply broken -- and not equipped to meet current needs," the proclamation said.



What happens if a migrant crosses the border anyway and asks for asylum?



Until now, when migrants have been detained crossing the border, agents have generally asked them if they feared harm if they returned to their home country. Many say they do, and after passing an initial screening they are often allowed to remain in the country while they wait, sometimes years, for a hearing on their claim.



But now, many migrants could be turned back more readily.



Migrants who say they are fearful of returning can still ask for protection in the United States -- but they will have to volunteer such claims without being asked, a practice known as the "shout test." They will also have to use programs other than asylum that have a much higher bar and that most people will not qualify for.



Immigration advocates have said the changes, taken together, amount to a virtual suspension of the asylum system for people crossing the border.



The Biden administration "is eliminating key protections to prevent refugees from being returned to harm through imposition of this 'shout test,'" said Robyn Barnard, a lawyer at Human Rights First. "It will be a recipe for disaster and certainly result in refugees being sent to danger or worse death."



The United States will rely on Mexico to immediately take back its nationals. Some migrants from other countries may be detained briefly while transportation is arranged. It will continue to be challenging for the government to deport people to certain countries, like China.



To the extent possible, the Department of Homeland Security will keep those requesting protection in detention rather than release them into the country. But the government's resources will be tested by the detentions and the need for asylum officers to process the migrants, so some migrants may be able to enter the country when crossings surge.



Could courts block Biden's order?



Yes. The American Civil Liberties Union has said it will sue to stop the measure, and it is unclear how the suit would play out.



But a federal court in San Francisco stopped the Trump administration from enacting limits on asylum in late 2018. An appeals court and 
the Supreme Court
 allowed the judge's order to remain in place.



The same judge who blocked the Trump measure, Jon S. Tigar, has also 
halted other Biden asylum restrictions
 issued early last year. The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit allowed that measure, which restricted asylum for those who crossed through a third country on the way to the southern border, to 
remain in place
 during the legal challenge.



Are there any exceptions to the order?



Yes. The asylum restrictions do not apply to unaccompanied immigrant children, victims of human trafficking, people who have visas, or those facing serious medical emergencies or threats to their lives, according to the Department of Homeland Security.
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How Top N.Y. Officials Helped a Lobbyist Cash in on State Government



The acting budget director, Sandra Beattie, helped a friend and former lawmaker land lobbying and consulting deals, investigators said.




Sandra L. Beattie, a top official in the state's budget office, was found to have invited Michael Balboni, a lobbyist, to join discussions about developing a mobile app to display users' vaccine status.




By Jay Root


Jun 05, 2024


In the midst of the pandemic in early 2021, New York state officials were hashing out how to build a mobile app to display users' vaccination status when an unfamiliar face suddenly started joining the conference calls.



The new participant, Michael Balboni, was a former state lawmaker and appointee of three previous governors, and more recently had been working as a lobbyist in Albany for Google, Oracle and other prominent clients. He was also a close friend of a top official in the budget office, the agency overseeing the app's rollout.



Soon after, one of the contractors overseeing the app's development, Deloitte Consulting, signed Mr. Balboni up as a consultant, then as a lobbyist, paying him more than $300,000 over the next two years.



It was just one example of how the top state budget official, Sandra L. Beattie, and another high-ranking state leader aided Mr. Balboni and his lobbying firm, RedLand Strategies, according to a letter by New York State's inspector general, Lucy Lang.



The letter, which was sent to the state ethics commission and has not been previously reported, details how the relationships between the officials and the lobbyist were at the heart of a state investigation that Ms. Lang's office completed in March.



Throughout its 16 pages, it offers glimpses of the inner-workings of high-dollar state contracting during the desperate years of the pandemic -- and how two officials apparently helped a savvy political operator make the most of it.



It said investigators found no evidence that the state officials had engaged in "self-dealing" or had sought to enrich themselves. But it found that their actions at best created the appearance of a conflict of interest, and at worst represented a violation of the New York law prohibiting agency employees from using their office to benefit themselves or others inappropriately.



From the investigation, it emerged that Ms. Beattie had vacationed with Mr. Balboni and his wife in Florida and the Caribbean on at least three occasions while he or his clients had business pending before the budget office or the state -- and that she had failed to disclose the trips or seek agency approval for them. The investigators, however, found no indication that Mr. Balboni had paid for the trips.



The review also revealed that the other high-ranking state official, the then-chief technology officer, Rajiv Rao, had supplied Ms. Beattie with a cellphone that was not connected to the state's monitoring system, an apparent violation of state rules, and that she had wiped the device clean before surrendering it at the end of her tenure at the state budget office.



In referring the findings to the state's ethics commission, Ms. Lang asked the panel to determine whether Ms. Beattie and Mr. Rao violated the state law in their dealings with Mr. Balboni. She did not ask the commission to make a determination on Mr. Balboni's actions.



The commission has jurisdiction over sections of the Public Officers Law, which covers conflicts of interest, the conduct of state employees and lobbying regulations. It was not clear whether the commission had taken any action on the referral, and representatives of Ms. Lang's office and the commission declined to comment.



Neither the former state officials nor Mr. Balboni had been contacted by the ethics commission as of Sunday, they said in statements or interviews.



A spokesman for Mr. Balboni, Michael McKeon, said Mr. Balboni was asked to volunteer in shaping the app at a time of crisis and did so "without hesitation." Deloitte later "sought and received verbal permission" to pay Mr. Balboni for services that did not include the project for which he had worked as a volunteer, Mr. McKeon said.



At all times, Mr. Balboni "acted ethically and disclosed all his activities appropriately," Mr. McKeon said, noting that the inspector general "did not include a specific referral" about him.



In an email, Ms. Beattie said during her time as deputy budget director she not only adhered to all ethical guidelines "but exceeded them." She also said it was "odd" that she had only learned of the referral to the ethics commission "through a press leak."



"I have been transparent and have fully cooperated with the IG's investigation and welcome any governmental inquiry that will bring this issue to an open and transparent conclusion," she said.



Mr. Rao said on Sunday that he had worked hard for the state -- sometimes sleeping in his office during the pandemic -- and never had an "ulterior motive" or any intention to violate rules or policies.



"I put in 15, 18 hours a day trying to make the state a better place," he said. "I loved my job. I did what I had to do to get the state as much benefit as I could."



Deloitte did not immediately respond to calls and emails requesting comment.



In her letter to the Commission on Ethics and Lobbying in Government, the inspector general focused in part on the unusual invitation -- into the inner sanctum of state government -- that Ms. Beattie apparently extended to Mr. Balboni during the creation of the mobile app, which would become known as Excelsior Pass.



"Simply put, Beattie provided Balboni with open access to state vendors and the opportunity to court future business for his firm," Ms. Lang wrote in her referral letter. "No other lobbyists were provided this access or opportunity."



After Mr. Balboni began joining the conference calls about the app's development, a high-ranking Deloitte official approached Mr. Balboni and offered to bring him on board as a consultant at $250 an hour, starting in April 2021, the investigators said.



Deloitte received 35 percent of what it billed the state for Mr. Balboni's consulting work, taking in $145,995 and paying Mr. Balboni $94,313, the investigators said. And it was Ms. Beattie who exercised "approval authority" over the state payments to Deloitte, the investigators said.




Mr. Balboni's relationship with top state officials was at the center of a state investigation.




A few months into Mr. Balboni's consulting job, Deloitte hired him as a lobbyist at a rate of $10,000 a month. All told, he made over $304,000 from the consulting giant from the spring of 2021 through May of last year, the investigators found.



While work continued on Excelsior Pass, Mr. Balboni used his position on the New York Power Authority -- to which he had been appointed by former Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo -- to gain free access to two out-of-state technology industry conferences, the investigators said. An 
online schedule
 of fees shows that access might otherwise have cost his lobbying firm as much as $16,000 in annual membership fees.



In his state appointee role, Mr. Balboni was also subject to the Public Officers Law and therefore "prohibited from using that position to obtain a benefit for himself," the inspector general's letter said.



At the conferences Mr. Balboni staged events to promote his firm, RedLand Strategies, with Ms. Beattie in attendance in 2022 and Mr. Rao on hand in both 2021 and 2022. Both were billed as "special guests" during the appearances.



Organizers of the conferences later complained to the state that Mr. Balboni was using a government membership to "do business for his private company." Mr. McKeon, the spokesman, said Mr. Balboni got approval from the power authority to attend using the state's membership.



Mr. Balboni told investigators that his goal was boosting his lobbying business during cocktail receptions he staged at the conferences in Seattle in 2021 and Maryland in 2022.



Mr. Balboni acknowledged that he and his firm did benefit from the receptions, the inspector general wrote in her letter. She added that Ms. Beattie and Mr. Rao, neither of whom sought agency approval for the speaking roles, were "using their official positions to confer a benefit -- the appearance of access -- to Balboni and his firms."



Among those at the 2021 reception was a T-Mobile executive who would soon formalize a state lobbying deal that had begun a few months earlier with Mr. Balboni's RedLand Strategies.



Weeks before the cocktail reception, Mr. Balboni had presented Mr. Rao's agency with a pilot proposal to sell up to 5,000 T-Mobile phones to the state -- which otherwise had an exclusive contract with Verizon. It was Mr. Rao who "identified the opportunity with T-Mobile" to others in state government and facilitated the ultimate purchase, the investigators said.



In the interview, Mr. Rao did not dispute that he brought the idea to the agency, but said he did so not because of any pressure or outside influence but because it would save the state money and foster competition.



T-Mobile did not immediately respond to emails requesting comment.



The inspector general found that Mr. Rao had failed to disclose his speaking role at a cocktail reception with Mr. Balboni's current or prospective clients, and that at a time when Mr. Rao was working with the contractor on state projects, his son had gone to work for Deloitte as a cybersecurity analyst in Boston. Mr. Rao said he was not aware he needed to inform anyone at his agency about either.



As the pandemic began to ease, change was afoot for Ms. Beattie, Mr. Rao and their friend in the Albany lobby. In late 2022, the longtime state budget director, Robert Mujica, announced that he was stepping down. And as 2023 began, Ms. Beattie seemed to be on the verge of succeeding him when Mr. Cuomo's successor, Gov. Kathy Hochul, temporarily elevated her to acting budget director.



But Ms. Hochul's team soon soured on her and pushed her out of the administration. Alarm bells within the government went off on her last day, when Ms. Beattie turned in her work cellphone, and state employees realized it was not connected to the state's cellphone management system as required. They also found that its data had been deleted.



The discovery prompted Ms. Hochul to call in Ms. Lang, the inspector general's letter said.
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Prosecutors Use Texts to Depict Menendez and His Wife as Collaborators



Senator Robert Menendez is accused of bribery and corruption. His lawyers have attempted to shift the blame to his wife, Nadine.




Prosecutors appear to be using text messages between Senator Robert Menendez and his wife, Nadine, to try to undercut his argument that he and his wife lived largely separate lives.




By Tracey Tully and Benjamin Weiser


Jun 06, 2024


In January 2019, Senator Robert Menendez placed a seven-minute call to New Jersey's attorney general, Gurbir Grewal, in what prosecutors say was an effort to quash an insurance fraud case.



A New Jersey businessman, Jose Uribe, had been desperate to make the fraud charges disappear, prosecutors say. He had turned to Nadine Menendez -- who married the senator the next year -- for help.



In the hours and days before the senator's call, there was a flurry of communication between Ms. Menendez, Mr. Uribe and a second businessman who is charged with the senator and his wife in an elaborate bribery scheme. Ms. Menendez would often contact the senator soon after texting with the men, sometimes using an alternate phone that the couple referred to as her "007" phone.



The messages were shared Wednesday with jurors over hours of testimony from an F.B.I. special agent during the fourth week of Mr. Menendez's bribery trial. The agent was responsible for verifying the accuracy of a chart summarizing more than 1,100 pieces of evidence, including emails, texts and voice mail recordings.



Taken together, the messages appeared to be part of the prosecution's effort to undercut a central element of Mr. Menendez's defense: that he and his wife lived largely separate lives, and that he was unaware of her interactions with the men now accused of bribing the couple in exchange for political favors from the senator.



Prosecutors with the U.S. attorney's office for the Southern District of New York took pains on Wednesday to instead present the senator and his wife as close collaborators who spoke regularly and were intimately involved in mundane details of each other's daily lives.



Jurors saw one photo Ms. Menendez sent of her feet to the senator after a pedicure and heard about how he often used an iPhone feature called Find My Friends to track her location.



The daylong recitation of messages also laid the groundwork for the next witness, Mr. Grewal, who 
left the New Jersey attorney general's office
 in 2021 and is expected to testify on Thursday about Mr. Menendez's outreach.



But the text exchanges shown on Wednesday focused largely on twin problems facing Mr. Uribe and Ms. Menendez.



Close associates of Mr. Uribe were under investigation for insurance fraud in New Jersey, including a woman he considered family. And Ms. Menendez's car had been damaged beyond repair in a December 2018 crash, leaving her scrambling for transportation.



According to prosecutors, Mr. Menendez's willingness to use his influence in exchange for payoffs offered a solution to both their problems -- and an opportunity for one of the first bribes in a yearslong conspiracy: a new Mercedes-Benz convertible.



Mr. Uribe, who has pleaded guilty and is cooperating with prosecutors, has admitted that he arranged for a new Mercedes-Benz for Ms. Menendez in exchange for the senator's help.



Some of the messages sent to Ms. Menendez included screenshots showing the name of the judge and the defense lawyer handling the insurance fraud case Mr. Uribe was concerned about. Others described the criminal charges that he wanted dismissed. "The deal is to kill and stop all investigation," Mr. Uribe wrote to Wael Hana, his friend and business associate who is charged in the conspiracy and is on trial with Mr. Menendez, 70.



The Mercedes replaced a vehicle Ms. Menendez was driving when she 
struck and killed Richard Koop
, 49, in Bogota, N.J., in 2018. Ms. Menendez was 
not tested for drugs or alcohol
 afterward and was not charged with wrongdoing.



Jurors will not be told that the crash involved a fatality.



But they were given a glimpse into the senator's involvement after the crash.



The evidence introduced on Wednesday showed that the senator called Ms. Menendez about 20 minutes later, while she was still at the scene, and that they spoke for more than two minutes. The next day, he texted her: "Hope your ok. I was worried about you. You had a traumatic experience."



From the trial's first day, lawyers for the senator made clear that their strategy would be to shift blame to Ms. Menendez, 57. (The judge, Sidney H. Stein, postponed Ms. Menendez's trial until the summer because she is being treated for breast cancer.) The couple, Mr. Hana and another co-defendant, Fred Daibes, have pleaded not guilty.



The senator's lawyers have portrayed him as living largely independently from Ms. Menendez. One of the lawyers, Avi Weitzman, has told the jury that Ms. Menendez hid her financial difficulties from the senator, keeping him "in the dark on what she was asking others to give her."



In a courtroom discussion late Tuesday after jurors were sent home for the day, the parties debated whether certain communications between the Menendezes could be shown to the jury. Prosecutors, for example, wanted to introduce text messages from April 5, 2019, apparently exchanged while Ms. Menendez was picking up the Mercedes.



Mr. Menendez texted her: "Congrats!!! On your cleaning up your emails!!" She soon texted back: "Under 5900 emails now. I'm still here," indicating she was still at the dealership signing papers.



A prosecutor, Paul M. Monteleoni, told Judge Stein that the texts showed Mr. Menendez "is checking on what she's doing electronically" and that he had "direct, close involvement in what she's doing on the day that she is getting the car."



Judge Stein sided with the government on the issue. "The separateness of their lives is a pretty important part of the defense here," he said during the discussion, adding that the messages showed "how they were in constant contact on rather quotidian issues."
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G.O.P. Blocks Contraception Bill in Senate as Democrats Seek Political Edge



Democrats scheduled the vote despite Republican opposition, hoping to highlight an issue on which the G.O.P. is at odds with the vast majority of Americans.




Hannah Tuohy, left, and Meghna Ravi posed in front of an inflatable IUD displayed by Americans for Contraception in Washington on Wednesday.




By Annie Karni


Jun 05, 2024


Senate Republicans on Wednesday blocked action on legislation to codify the right to contraception access nationwide, a bill Democrats brought to the floor to spotlight an issue on which the G.O.P. is at odds with a vast majority of voters.



All but two Republicans present -- Senators Lisa Murkowski of Alaska and Susan Collins of Maine -- voted against advancing the legislation. Democrats, who unanimously supported it, were left nine votes short of the 60 they would need to take up the bill, which would protect a reproductive health option that many voters worry is actively at risk of being stripped away.



"This should be an easy vote," Senator Patty Murray, Democrat of Washington, said on the Senate floor ahead of the vote. "It almost shouldn't be necessary."



But Ms. Murray said that Republican lawmakers have made it so by seeking to advance anti-abortion legislation that could limit access to contraceptives like Plan B and IUDs.



"To say the future of birth control in the United States is in serious jeopardy is not partisan spin," said Senator Brian Schatz, Democrat of Hawaii, noting that former President Donald J. Trump recently said he was looking at supporting restrictions on contraception. (Mr. Trump quickly backtracked, writing on social media that he would "never advocate imposing restrictions on birth control.")



Democrats have been clamoring to codify the right to contraception for two years, since the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade and Justice Clarence Thomas wrote in a concurring opinion that the court 
"should reconsider" other precedents
 beyond Roe, including those protecting same-sex marriage and the right to contraception.



Congress succeeded in passing landmark, bipartisan legislation to mandate 
federal recognition for same-sex marriages
. But contraception has over and over again proved to be too closely linked to the issue of abortion to muster enough Republican support.



Ahead of the vote on Wednesday, Republicans dismissed the bill as a political stunt and laid out a range of reasons that they were opposed to it -- all while claiming that they fully supported access to contraception.



Senator John Cornyn, Republican of Texas, complained that there was "no legitimate effort" to take away access to birth control and therefore no need for legislation to protect it. He also claimed that the bill "would force health care providers to provide abortion drugs."




Senator Chuck Schumer, the majority leader, held the vote on Wednesday seeking to draw attention to resistance among G.O.P. lawmakers to protecting contraception access.




Senator Joni Ernst, Republican of Iowa, said the bill did not have conscience protections for those who are opposed to birth control on moral or religious grounds. She introduced an alternative, Republican-backed bill that she said would include them while expanding contraceptive access.



Democrats argue the legislation would have no practical impact except to mislead voters about Republican lawmakers' positions on women's health.



"Let's be clear what's going on here," Ms. Ernst said. "From the Senate to the White House, Democrats do not have anything to run on, no agenda that resonates with the American people. So instead they are fear-mongering in the name of politics."



Senator Thom Tillis, Republican of North Carolina, made a procedural argument, complaining that Senator Chuck Schumer, Democrat of New York and the majority leader, did not work through the normal legislative channels, instead fast-tracking a bill to the Senate floor without seeking consensus with the G.O.P.



"If you're the majority leader and you're serious about producing an outcome, you don't let us know of a vote on the floor four days in advance," Mr. Tillis said. "You convene people, you try to do a bipartisan outcome. What he did is not how you do it."



The Right to Contraception Act would prohibit local, state, or federal governments from restricting access to contraception. Mr. Schumer called the Republican arguments in opposition to the bill "feeble and predictable."



"This bill absolutely protects religious liberties," he said. "There is nothing in the text forcing anyone to provide contraception if it contradicts their own beliefs."



Mr. Schumer added: "There's nothing -- nothing -- in this bill about abortion. To suggest this bill expands abortion is vulgar fear-mongering, plain and simple."



The final vote was 51 to 39 after Mr. Schumer switched his vote to "no" to allow him to bring up the measure again in the future. He also set up a test vote next week on a bill to protect access to in vitro fertilization treatments, which Democrats have argued is at risk following an 
Alabama court ruling that frozen embryos are children
.



Many Republicans support legislation that declares that life begins at conception, which could severely restrict aspects of I.V.F. treatment since it 
typically involves creating several embryos and implanting only one
.



President Biden castigated Republicans for the vote.



"This is the second time since the Supreme Court's extreme decision to overturn Roe v. Wade that congressional Republicans have refused to safeguard this fundamental right for women in every state," he said in a statement.



Senate Democrats are facing a slog this year to hang on to their slim majority and spent hours on Wednesday afternoon talking about their support for contraception and women's rights, which they view as their top issue ahead of the November elections.



About 80 percent of voters said that protecting access to contraception was "deeply important" to them, according to a 
recent national poll conducted by Americans for Contraception
. Even among Republican voters, 72 percent said they had a favorable view of birth control, according to the poll.



Republicans on Wednesday said they saw the bill for what it was -- an effort to force them to take an unpopular vote. But the vast majority of them did so anyway, a sign of the strength of the anti-abortion lobby that has threatened to downgrade lawmakers if they back a bill that they refer to as the "Payouts for Planned Parenthood Act."



In doing so, Republicans provided Democrats with the talking point they were hoping for -- allowing them to portray their G.O.P. colleagues as hard-right extremists who want to take away basic reproductive rights.



Ms. Murkowski, who voted to advance the legislation, took a different tack.



"This is a messaging bill," she said. "If it's a messaging bill, my message is, 'I support contraception.'"
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Supporters of Congestion Pricing Are Furious at Hochul's 'Betrayal'



Advocates who have been fighting for decades for the program were shocked by the governor's sudden move and its impact on funding for the city's subways.




Congestion pricing aimed to transform New York City's streets and rebuild the subway's infrastructure.




By Ana Ley


Jun 05, 2024


With weeks to go before the launch of a plan to toll drivers in Manhattan's core commercial district, advocates and organizers of congestion pricing had been celebrating a victory years in the making.



They were shellshocked on Wednesday and furious with Gov. Kathy Hochul after she indefinitely suspended the plan, saying she didn't think the time was right for a tolling scheme that could deter visitors to Manhattan and slow the city's economic recovery from the pandemic.



Those who had fought for congestion pricing had been eagerly awaiting the implementation of an idea 
conceived here 72 years ago
 -- one that aimed to transform the city's busiest streets and set an example for other American cities that are battling traffic and pollution.



But they woke up to shattering news on Wednesday, when it was revealed that 
Ms. Hochul had been quietly working to postpone the program
. Advocates said they were crestfallen.



"We've been blindsided," said Kate Slevin, executive vice president of the Regional Plan Association, an urban planning nonprofit in New York. "It's a betrayal of millions of transit riders and the future of New York's climate and economy."



Upon hearing about a possible delay, the Riders Alliance, a grass-roots organization of transit riders, assembled a protest in front of Ms. Hochul's New York offices. Their anger grew following her announcement.



"Congestion pricing must move forward," Danny Pearlstein, a spokesman for the Riders Alliance, shouted outside Ms. Hochul's New York City offices as he led a crowd of demonstrators, according to a video posted on social media. "Congestion pricing is the linchpin of New York's recovery. This city runs on our subway. It runs on the millions of buses we have on the street."



Officials with the Metropolitan Transportation Authority, which would have overseen the program and collected the $1 billion that it was expected to raise annually, did not immediately respond to a request for comment. But the development was a crushing setback to the authority, which had been defending itself from at least eight lawsuits fighting the program. 



Congestion pricing had been sold as a way to rein in traffic and pollution while improving travel speeds in some of the world's most traffic-clogged streets. The money raised from drivers would have been used by the M.T.A. to secure $15 billion in bond financing to help pay for 
much needed improvements
 to New York City's transit network, which is the largest and busiest in North America.



Under the congestion pricing plan, which would have been the first of its kind in the United States, most motorists would have paid $15 to drive into some of the city's most famous destinations and neighborhoods, including the theater district, Times Square, Hell's Kitchen, Chelsea and SoHo.



Other major cities around the world, including Stockholm, London and Singapore, have charged tolls to enter central business districts for years. New York City would have been the first in the nation to deploy such a program.



"I was always holding my breath until the first car would go through, which I hoped would be mine," said Samuel I. Schwartz, a former city traffic commissioner and longtime supporter of congestion pricing. Mr. Schwartz noted that motor vehicles contribute heavily to greenhouse gasses, and he lamented the construction jobs that will be lost because the M.T.A. will not carry out infrastructure upgrades using congestion pricing money.



He said the suspension of the program would be an economic blow to New York.



"That bottle of champagne, the cork remains in it," Mr. Schwartz said. "It's been there for close to 50 years."
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Andy Kim Wins Democratic Senate Primary; Rob Menendez Survives Challenge



The victory makes Mr. Kim a favorite to replace Mr. Menendez's father, Senator Robert Menendez, who is on trial, charged with corruption -- a detail that became central to his son's re-election race.




Representative Andy Kim jumped into the Senate race one day after Senator Robert Menendez was indicted on federal corruption charges.




By Tracey Tully and Elise Young


Jun 05, 2024


Representative Andy Kim, a lawmaker who has turned New Jersey politics on its head since entering the race to unseat Senator Robert Menendez, won the Democratic nomination for Senate on Tuesday after a campaign marked by a watershed 
ballot-access ruling
.



The 
victory
 makes Mr. Kim, 41, a favorite to become New Jersey's next senator. He would be the first Korean American to be elected to the U.S. Senate.



"I'm humbled by the results," Mr. Kim said at Terhune Orchards in Princeton, where his supporters had gathered to celebrate. "This has been a very challenging and difficult race, a very dramatic one at that, and one that frankly has changed New Jersey politics forever."



The results, announced by The Associated Press minutes after polls closed, capped a tumultuous campaign that began a day after Senator Menendez, a Democrat, was accused in September of being at the center of a sprawling international bribery scheme.



The senator's criminal case thrust his son, Representative Rob Menendez, 38, into a suddenly competitive race for re-election to a second term. But the younger Menendez managed to hold on, winning a Democratic primary over Ravi Bhalla, the mayor of Hoboken, N.J., by a decisive margin.



"This is about showing that you're resilient in the face of challenges," an exuberant Mr. Menendez told supporters crowded into a beer hall in Jersey City, N.J.



"Whatever questions people had about me," he added, "we answered them tonight. We earned this election."



Mr. Kim, a 
former member of the National Security Council
 who advised President Barack Obama on Iraq, was first elected to Congress in 2018 -- one of 
four Democrats
 that year to flip a New Jersey district from red to blue after Donald J. Trump was elected president.



For months, his main Senate opponent had been Tammy Murphy, the wife of Gov. Philip D. Murphy. Ms. Murphy, a first-time candidate, was bombarded by accusations of nepotism and dropped out of the race in March after 
failing to connect with voters
.



Mr. Kim's victory on Tuesday came as Senator Menendez, 70, was in his fourth week of a federal trial in Manhattan, defending himself against some of the most serious charges ever leveled against a sitting member of Congress.



The senator did not compete for the Democratic nomination, but on Monday he took steps to have his name imprinted on a ballot at least one more time by 
filing to run for re-election
 in November as an independent.



Voters said Tuesday that they were skeptical he had any political future at all.



"He's done for -- he's not going to win anything," June Ackermann, 67, a nurse from Freehold, N.J., said. She said she had cast her ballot before Tuesday, during the early voting window, in part because politics had "gone upside-down crazy."



Ballots were also cast Tuesday in primary elections for president and 11 of the state's 12 seats in Congress. (A 
special election
 will be held in September for the House seat once held by Representative Donald M. Payne Jr. of Newark, who 
died in April
.)



Many of the races were directly affected by Senator Menendez's legal trouble, as well as a court decision that changed the rules governing how Democratic candidates would be listed on the state's primary ballots.



Mr. Bhalla had cast Mr. Menendez as part of the same broken machine politics that his father has come to embody. But Mr. Menendez's constituents in the Eighth Congressional District appeared willing to draw a distinction between father and son. With nearly 80 percent of the votes tallied, he was ahead of Mr. Bhalla by a margin of 54 to 35 percent.




Representative Rob Menendez won a tough primary race against Ravi Bhalla, the mayor of Hoboken, N.J.




In the Senate race, Mr. Kim's margin of victory was also decisive. With 71 percent of the votes tallied, he had more than 75 percent of the vote, according to the A.P. He beat two left-leaning Democrats, Patricia Campos-Medina, who came in second with 16 percent of the vote, and Larry Hamm, who got about 9 percent.



Curtis Bashaw, a hotel developer from Cape May, N.J., won the Republican primary for U.S. Senate with about 48 percent of the vote. His nearest competitor, Christine Serrano Glassner, the mayor of Mendham Borough, N.J., who had been endorsed by Mr. Trump, got 37 percent of the vote. 



Mr. Bashaw, 64, a political moderate, will face a tough race against Mr. Kim in November.



It has been 52 years since New Jersey voters elected a Republican senator; Democrats hold a 930,000-person 
registration advantage
, and Mr. Trump lost to President Biden in New Jersey by 
16 percentage points
 in 2020.



Senator Menendez's entry into November's race as an independent has the potential to offer Republicans a boost, however, by fracturing the Democratic vote. Mike Berg, a spokesman for the Republicans' national campaign operation, said Monday that the party was "keeping a close eye on New Jersey."



The senator's reasons for running may have little to do with re-election. By remaining in the race, Mr. Menendez can continue to collect campaign contributions to supplement the $3.5 million he had on hand as of last month. He has already spent more than $3 million on his current team of lawyers, and the trial is expected to last for at least another four weeks.



The senator is also using his campaign account to pay lawyers representing his wife, 
Nadine Menendez
, who is also charged in the bribery conspiracy and is expected to stand trial this summer.



Mr. Kim's decision to run for the Senate meant that, win or lose, he would have to vacate his House seat in a South Jersey district redrawn after the 2020 census to 
favor Democrats
.



On Tuesday night, a state assemblyman, Herb Conaway, 61, won the Democratic primary to replace him. With 67 percent of the votes tallied, Mr. Conaway was beating his chief rival, Carol Murphy, by a margin of 48 to 25 percent. He will face Rajesh Mohan, a Republican from Holmdel, in November.



Mr. Conaway, a physician who also has a law degree, was first elected in 1997. He was endorsed by several Democratic county organizations. In past years, that would have afforded him a prominent spot on the ballot, known as "
the county line
."



But a 
legal challenge
 Mr. Kim filed in February has fundamentally reshaped electoral politics in New Jersey.



Siding with Mr. Kim, a judge ordered Democrats to stop grouping all candidates endorsed by the county political party in a single line on the ballot and to instead present the names of candidates running for each office together.



Representative Menendez was elected to a first term in 2022. He had never held office before then but was able to clear the field on the strength of his father's connections -- even before he announced he was running.



This election, the political landscape was far different. After Senator Menendez was indicted last year, Mr. Bhalla, the first Sikh to lead a New Jersey city, jumped into the House race. He 
emphasized Representative Menendez's connections to his father
 and outpaced the congressman in fund-raising.



Representative Menendez won the endorsements of the state's leading Democrats, including the governor, who brought with them a well-oiled party apparatus skilled at getting out the vote.



Brian Stack, a state senator and the mayor of Union City, N.J., introduced Representative Menendez at his victory party, noting that the freshman congressman had won -- even without the so-called line.



Mr. Bhalla, 50, congratulated his opponent, and said that the race itself "shook up the system."



"This is just the beginning. We move forward and we move forward together," Mr. Bhalla said.



"Tomorrow will be a new day," he added. "It's going to be brighter day because we made them work for what they have. And that's what this is about -- making sure that we have a choice."



Erin Nolan contributed reporting.
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Rob Burrow, Rugby Star and A.L.S. Campaigner, Dies at 41



The "Mighty Atom" enjoyed a glittering professional career in Britain before gaining more acclaim for his charity efforts after a diagnosis of motor neuron disease.




Rob Burrow during a rugby match in 2008. He spent his 17-year professional career with the Leeds Rhinos and retired in 2017. Two years later, he was diagnosed with a neurological disease.




By Alex Williams


Jun 04, 2024


Rob Burrow, a rugby standout who overcame his diminutive stature with fleetness and ferocity to become an eight-time champion of Britain's Super League and who was later hailed for raising awareness of motor neuron disease after being diagnosed with it in 2019, died on Sunday. He was 41.



His death -- from M.N.D., a group of neurological disorders that includes amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, or A.L.S., also known as Lou Gehrig's disease -- was announced by the 
Leeds Rhinos
, the British club with which he spent his entire 17-year professional career. It did not say where he died.



Doubted at every turn for his small stature -- he was about 5-foot-5 and 150 pounds -- Burrow nevertheless became a star, earning nicknames like Mighty Atom and Pocket Rocket in the British tabloids.



He was sapped of his physical gifts, however, when he was diagnosed with his neurological disorder at 37, just two years after his retirement in 2017.



Despite enduring an incurable illness in which muscles waste away, making even eating and breathing an ordeal, Burrow banded with his close friend and former teammate 
Kevin Sinfield
 to raise millions for research on M.N.D. and to support people with it, including establishing a 
care center
 in Leeds, in northern England.



In a much-publicized fund-raising challenge last December, Sinfield ran seven marathons in seven days in seven cities, each with a 27th mile tacked on to inspire people to go the "extra mile" for friends in need.



"My feet look like they've been run over with a 
lawn mower
," Sinfield said to the BBC.



The efforts caught the attention of Britain's royal family. In January, Prince William appeared at Headingley Stadium in Leeds to present Burrow and Sinfield each with Commander of the Order of the British Empire honors, or C.B.E., for what he called their "
phenomenal
" charitable efforts.



In a message posted to social media on Sunday, Prince William called Burrow a "legend" of British rugby, adding that "he taught us, 'in a world full of adversity, we must 
dare to dream
.'"



In sporting circles, Burrow was known for his exploits as a standout for Leeds and a prominent member of the club's so-called golden generation as it won several cups and eight Super League titles.



He was twice awarded the Harry Sunderland Trophy as man of the match in a Super League Grand Final. In one, a 
triumph
 over St. Helens in 2011, his performance was capped by a try regarded as "one of the 
finest of all time
," the British newspaper The Telegraph said, "when, with his lightning pace, he sidestepped, weaved and ducked past stunned defenders on a bewitching 
long-range run
."




Burrow in 2011. He was part of the Leeds club's so-called golden generation of champions. 




In 
a statement
 posted to social media after his friend's death, Sinfield wrote, "I would always say that you were pound for pound the toughest player I ever played alongside, however since your diagnosis, you were the toughest and bravest man I have ever met."



Robert Geoffrey Burrow was born on Sept. 26, 1982, in Pontefract, West Yorkshire, southeast of Leeds. He was the youngest of three children of Geoffrey Burrow, a secretary with the British trade union G.M.B., and Irene (Bateman) Burrow.



He is survived by his parents; his wife, Lindsey Burrow; his daughters, Maya and Macy; a son, Jackson; and his sisters, Jo Hartshorne and Claire Burnett.



Growing up in nearby Castleford, Burrow was described as a rambunctious child who started playing rugby when he was 7. He attended Airedale High School and played for two amateur clubs before signing with Leeds in 1999.



He made his professional debut in 2001 and was named the Super League Young Player of the Year. "Once Rob got that number seven shirt, which has become iconic with his name attached to it, he 
never looked back
," Daryl Powell, one of his former coaches with Leeds, said after his death.



The first indication of Burrow's illness came a few months before his diagnosis in December 2019, when his family noticed that he was slurring his speech.



"The next big thing was, when I was speaking to the club, somebody came up to me and said, 'Am I drunk?'" Burrow said in a 
2020 video interview
 with the club. Still, he added, he remained optimistic after his diagnosis. "
Stephen Hawking
 lived 55 years with it," he said.



By the following year his condition had worsened. He could no longer speak and instead relied on 
Eyegaze
, a technology that allows a person to communicate using a camera that tracks eye movements.



Even so, he remained undaunted, telling The Guardian, "I don't think you ever know your 
inner strength
 until you get told you are dying."
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Ron Edmonds, 77, Whose Camera Captured the Shooting of Reagan, Dies



Working for The Associated Press, he won a Pulitzer Prize for his sequence of photos showing the president being struck by a bullet while three others fell wounded.




The news photographer Ron Edmonds was standing by the presidential limousine waiting for Ronald Reagan to emerge from a hotel in March 1981 when he began recording an assassination attempt. 




By Richard Sandomir


Jun 05, 2024


Ron Edmonds, a photographer for The Associated Press who won a Pulitzer Prize for a dramatic series of pictures of 
the attempted assassination
 of President Ronald Reagan and the takedown of the gunman outside a Washington hotel in 1981, died on Fridayin Falls Church, Va. He was 77.



His wife, Grace Feliciano Edmonds, said he died in a hospital from pneumonia linked to a bacterial infection.



It was only Mr. Edmonds's second day on the White House beat when he was assigned to cover a speech by President Reagan to an A.F.L.-C.I.O. group at the Washington Hilton on March 30, 1981. After rushing to leave the hotel ahead of the president, Mr. Edmonds positioned himself on the other side of the presidential limousine, expecting that Reagan would do little more than wave to onlookers before returning to the White House.



"I had him in the viewfinder," Mr. Edmonds said in an interview with the Gannett News Service in 1982. "He waved once to the right and turned to the left as I pushed the shutter down. That's when the shots rang out." He added, "I saw his reaction as he flinched."




The sequence of photos Mr. Edmonds took of President Reagan in the moments when he was shot.




Although other photographers were on the scene, Mr. Edmonds was the only one to capture the assault on Reagan by the gunman, John W. Hinckley Jr., in a sequence of photos that began before the shooting and continued after a single bullet from Mr. Hinckley's .22-caliber revolver entered Reagan under his left armpit, hit his seventh rib and penetrated his left lung.



Another photo showed the Secret Service agents Ray Shaddick and Jerry Parr frantically pushing Reagan into the limo, which then sped off for George Washington University Hospital.



The assassination attempt began at about 2:30 p.m., when Mr. Hinckley, 25, a blond-haired man wearing a raincoat, fired six shots from a position he had taken among television camera crews and reporters standing outside a hotel exit.



He also shot 
James S. Brady
, the White House press secretary, who lay face down, blood gushing from his head; the Secret Service agent Timothy J. McCarthy, who was shot in the abdomen as he tried to shield the president; and Officer Thomas K. Delahanty of the Metropolitan Police Department, who was struck in the neck.




Mr. Edmonds also photographed the other victims of the shooting: the Secret Service agent Timothy J. McCarthy, foreground; the Washington police officer Thomas K. Delehanty, center; and James Brady, the White House press secretary, background.




One of Mr. Edmonds's photos vividly conveyed the chaos at the scene: the three wounded men on the sidewalk, agents with their guns drawn, two television cameramen recording Mr. Hinckley's arrest.



As he returned to the A.P. bureau in Washington, Mr. Edmonds worried that he had failed to get a picture of Mr. Hinckley's face.



"I knew that I had pictures of them wrestling with him, but they had initially pulled his jacket over his head, which is one of the ways you incapacitate someone," he said in 
an interview with PBS Hawaii
 in 2012.



But he was assured by his bosses that he had done his job. He was rewarded with a $50-a-week raise.




Mr. Edmonds in 1982 after it was announced that he had won the Pulitzer Prize for spot news photography. "Sometimes you make your own luck," he said, "and I just happened to be at the right place at the right time and ready."




"Sometimes you make your own luck, and I just happened to be at the right place at the right time and ready when this happened," 
he told Time magazine in 2011.



When he was awarded 
the 1982 Pulitzer for spot news photography,
 Mr. Edmonds told The A.P., "I wish it had been for a picture that had not been of violence, of people getting hurt."



Ronald Allen Edmonds was born on June 16, 1946, in Richmond, Calif., and grew up in Sacramento. His father, Ernest, was a truck driver whose peripatetic work caused the family to move so often that Ron rarely spent more than a year in any one school. His mother, Dorothy (Theis) Edmonds, managed the household.



After graduating from high school, Mr. Edmonds worked for Pacific Telephone and attended Sacramento City College from 1965 to 1969. While there, he took a photography course taught by a newspaper photographer, who encouraged him to shoot pictures of antiwar demonstrations in Sacramento. United Press International paid him $25 for one of his photos.



"I saw it in the newspaper the next day and I knew what I wanted to do for a living," Mr. Edmonds told the 
White House News Photographers Association
 when it awarded him its Lifetime Achievement Award in 2013.




Mr. Edmonds at his home in Annandale, Va., in 2013, the year the White House News Photographers Association awarded him its Lifetime Achievement Award.




After freelancing in California for several years, he moved to Hawaii, in 1971 to work for The Honolulu Star-Bulletin. Four years later, he met Ms. Feliciano, his future wife, a reporter who was covering state and federal courts there for the paper. Mr. Edmonds joined U.P.I., in Sacramento, in 1978 and stayed for two years before The A.P. recruited him to work in its Washington bureau.



Doug Mills, a photographer in Washington for The New York Times who worked with Mr. Edmonds at The A.P. for 15 years, praised him in an email as a man with "an incredible work ethic" who "loved covering the biggest news events in Washington," and for being "the first photographer at The A.P. to shoot digital images during the age of film cameras."



At the inauguration of George Bush in 1989, Mr. Edmonds used a phone line to transmit a digital image to newspapers around the world 40 seconds after President Bush took the oath of office.



Mr. Edmonds's vast portfolio included photographs of Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin of Israel and the Palestinian leader Yasir Arafat shaking hands, as President Bill Clinton embraced them, after the signing of a peace accord in 1993; a bare-chested Reagan up a tree and sawing a limb from it on his California ranch; and the eruptions of the volcanoes Kilauea, in Hawaii, and Mount St. Helens, in Washington State.



In addition to his wife, with whom he lived in Annandale, Va., Mr. Edmonds is survived by his daughter, Ashley Edmonds; his sister, LaVonne Edmonds Coen; and his brother, Donald.



While working in Hawaii in 1973, Mr. Edmonds was assigned to take photographs of an Elvis Presley concert that was carried worldwide by satellite from Honolulu. But Presley's manager, Colonel Tom Parker, wanted to ban all press coverage.



After The Star-Bulletin threatened to seek a court injunction to stop the show, Colonel Parker relented, but he nevertheless moved to control Mr. Edmonds's access.



After he and a beefy security guard escorted Mr. Edmonds to his seat, Colonel Parker gave him his instructions.



"The lawyers said I have to let you shoot pictures," Mr. Edmonds recalled him saying, "but I don't have to let you move around."
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Larry Bensky, a Fixture of Left-Wing Radio, Is Dead at 87



A self-described activist-journalist, he was for many years the national affairs correspondent for the community-focused Pacifica network.




Larry Bensky in 1988, while he was working for the Pacifica Network of public radio stations. His coverage of the Iran-contra congressional hearings won him a Polk Award.




By Trip Gabriel


Jun 03, 2024


Larry Bensky, a radio journalist whose reporting on major political events made him the signature voice of Pacifica Radio, a network of progressive, listener-supported stations, died on May 19 at his home in Berkeley, Calif. He was 87.



His wife, Susie Bluestone, said he died in home hospice care.



Mr. Bensky's gavel-to-gavel coverage of the congressional Iran-contra hearings of 1987 put the Pacifica network on the map, earning him a prestigious Polk Award for radio reporting.



Mr. Bensky, who called himself an activist-journalist, brought leftist views to reporting -- often on people and issues under-covered by other news outlets -- which he hoped would, as he often put it, "stir things up."



That was hardly a fringe view in the progressive ethos of the Bay Area, where he was based, though he still managed to transgress the boundaries on a regular basis. The free-form rock station KSAN, the voice of Haight-Ashbury in the 1960s, threw him off the air for interviewing workers who had been fired by one of the station's sponsors.



He was later dismissed from his longtime home, KPFA, in Berkeley, for on-air criticism of decisions by the station's owners, though he was reinstated after broadcasting over a pirate radio signal from the street outside. He was known to colleagues as cantankerous, but he was also so knowledgeable about history and politics that he could broadcast for hours without notes or a script.



KPFA, founded by pacifists in 1949, was the nation's first listener-supported radio station, the first to broadcast Allen Ginsberg reading his poem "Howl" and the first to open its airwaves to Patricia Hearst, who denounced her parents as "capitalist pigs" during her kidnapping.



For 38 years at KPFA, Mr. Bensky offered listeners live accounts of major local and national events. "Larry had this incredible ability to bring you there and hold space and let you know how it felt," Aaron Glantz, an investigative journalist and former colleague of Mr. Bensky's, said in a tribute broadcast by KPFA last week.



Working out of a broadcast van called the Green Weenie, Mr. Bensky narrated confrontations between protesters and National Guard troops at People's Park in Berkeley in 1969. A decade later, he reported from a phone booth on San Francisco's so-called White Night riots after the lenient sentencing of Dan White for the murder of Mayor George Moscone and Supervisor 
Harvey Milk
, the first openly gay elected official in California.



From 1987 to 1998, Mr. Bensky was the national affairs correspondent for 
Pacifica
, a group of community-focused and often economically tenuous stations with more than 200 affiliates, including KPFK in Los Angeles, WBAI in New York and WPFW in Washington.



There, he covered the confirmation hearings of four Supreme Court justices, presidential nominating conventions, the 1990 elections in Nicaragua and the aftermath of the 2004 presidential election in Ohio, which some Democrats claimed was marred by voting irregularities.



During the Iran-contra hearings, Pacifica carried weeks of testimony live; during breaks, Mr. Bensky would host an impromptu talk show from the hearing room, complete with expert commentary and listener calls.



He was later the host of "Sunday Salon" on KPFA, a weekly two-hour public affairs show, and an anchor, with Amy Goodman, of Pacifica Radio's "Democracy Now!," a popular daily hour that covered the news from a left-wing viewpoint.




Mr. Bensky broadcast over a pirate radio signal from outside the KPFA studio in San Francisco in 1999. He was fired from the station, but the decision was overturned after protests from staff members and listeners. 




But the internal politics of Pacifica and of KPFA were often aboil, reflecting the factionalism of the left and the stresses of community-supported radio. Mr. Bensky was fired twice in 1999, the first time over criticism of President Bill Clinton because, 
he later said
, the views he expressed conflicted with "the Democratic Party liberal line."



He was soon back on the air, but he was dismissed a second time after reading a statement supporting KPFA's station manager, whom Pacifica executives had ousted 
as they sought to broaden the station's audience
 beyond the small cohort of Berkeley activists and militants. After a 30-day staff lockout over the dispute, listener pressure forced management to back off, and Mr. Bensky was reinstated.



"It was the most gratifying thing in my life to see how people came forth," he 
told
 The Berkeley Daily Planet in 2007.



Lawrence Martin Bensky was born on May 1, 1937, in Brooklyn. He was one of two children of Eli Bensky, a lawyer, and Sally (Davidson) Bensky, who managed the home.



Raised in a Jewish household, he became interested in becoming a journalist when he read newspaper accounts of the Nazi genocide, he said on 
a 2007 retrospective broadcast
 on KPFA.



"I was one of those kids who taught himself to read from newspapers, because my father used to bring home six or seven of them a day, and it was during World War II and Jews were being exterminated, and I was very interested in that issue," he said.



He graduated from Stuyvesant High School in Manhattan in 1954 and, in 1958, from Yale, where he was managing editor of The Yale Daily News.



He was briefly a book editor at Random House, where in 1962 he read a manuscript that Cormac McCarthy had mailed over the transom. He recommended the work for publication and spent a year working with Mr. McCarthy on what became his first novel, "The Orchard Keeper."



In 1964, Mr. Bensky moved to France to become an editor of The Paris Review. Two years later, he returned to the United States to work at The New York Times, as an editor at the Book Review and an occasional writer. But both he and his bosses found it was a bad fit.



A Sunday magazine article he wrote about the anti-Vietnam War movement was never published. "I worked on this for weeks, and I wrote it, and they killed it because they said I didn't have sufficient criticism of the antiwar movement from the other side," Mr. Bensky said in the 2007 retrospective. "I could see that I was not really cut out to be there."



He then took a job as managing editor of Ramparts, an unrestrained New Left magazine based in San Francisco, which delivered him to the epicenter of the country's anti-establishment upheavals. He had found his home.



Mr. Bensky's brief first marriage ended in divorce. In 1997, he married Ms. Bluestone. In addition to her, he is survived by their daughter, Lila Bluestone Bensky; five grandchildren; and his sister, Joyce Silverman.



When not broadcasting, Mr. Bensky taught journalism at Stanford University and political science at California State University, East Bay.



After retiring from daily journalism, he nurtured other longtime interests: He hosted a Sunday morning classical music program on KPFA called "Piano" and refreshed his love of the French language and French literature by hosting a website, "
Radio Proust
," dedicated to the life and work of Marcel Proust.
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Little Island Gets a Reboot, With a Rising Star at the Helm



Zack Winokur, an ambitious dancer-turned-director, now has a New York stage to call his own as the park's artistic leader.




Zack Winokur, the producing artistic director of Little Island, assembled his first season of programming within just a year.




By Joshua Barone


Jun 05, 2024


On Saturday night, Zack Winokur stood at the top row of the amphitheater of Little Island. Hundreds of people had taken their seats for the first performance of 
the park's summer season
, but he didn't feel like joining them. "I'm just going to pace," he said.



If Winokur, Little Island's producing artistic director, was restless, it was for good reason. The park, a cluster of tulip-shaped structures that support rolling hills above the Hudson River, 
had been open since 2021
, and its amphitheater had been used plenty of times before.



But Saturday's performance, the premiere of 
Twyla Tharp's "How Long Blues,"
 was a milestone for Little Island, and for New York City: the opening, or rather rebooting, of an institution dedicated solely to commissioning and supporting artists, with Winokur's curatorial vision and the extremely deep pockets of the billionaire mogul Barry Diller.



Outdoors, with a thrust stage, Little Island's theater is subject to the elements and open to onlookers, who can watch performances, for free, from the winding paths of the park. (Tickets for amphitheater seats are $25.) The only real barrier to entry, Winokur said, is the West Side Highway.



What really sets the theater apart, though, is its programming of world premiere after world premiere by top-shelf artists. Behind that is Winokur, 35, a Juilliard-trained dancer-turned-director who was a founder of the essential, increasingly visible collective 
American Modern Opera Company
, or AMOC. Now, with Little Island, he is at the vanguard of his generation's artistic leaders, with a New York stage to call his own.



The financial support that Diller has pledged to Little Island's programming, millions of dollars with no end in sight, is the kind that most artistic leaders only dream of. Winokur does not have to spend his days courting fund-raisers or securing residencies; instead, 
he
 can provide money and space, like a producer.



"I'm thinking of this being a service and utility to artists," he said.



He is a relative latecomer to Little Island's staff, though he did, with members of AMOC, present music by Julius Eastman there in 2021. Diller, who paid for the development and construction of the park, had always wanted it to include a performing arts program, but despite the advice of his friend Scott Rudin, the producing titan of Broadway and film (who retreated from the spotlight after 
accusations of bullying
 three years ago), he didn't hire an artistic director immediately.



"Retrospectively, I think Barry was more right than I was," said Rudin, who, since Little Island's conception a decade ago, has advised on its programming. "I was on the bandwagon of doing it all at once, and he said, 'No, we need to be a park.'"



That changed last year, when Winokur was hired. Diller heard about him from Rudin, who took notice of Winokur when a show he directed, an adaptation of Langston Hughes's poem "The Black Clown," 
came to New York
 in 2019. (It starred the bass-baritone 
Davone Tines
, who will collaborate with Winokur again on "
Robeson
" at Little Island later this month.)



Rudin and Winokur began to discuss a future for "The Black Clown," and reunited when Rudin brought him on to organize shows for NY Pops Up, a government-supported initiative for live performances during the pandemic. When the time came to hire someone at Little Island, Winokur was an obvious choice.



"I thought Little Island would be a great thing for him," Rudin said. "He has a very interesting mix of generosity and ambition, and when you look at the people who have led arts institutions successfully, they've always had that."



Winokur started last June with a lofty, but also punishing, mandate: to plan an entire season of premieres to start just a year later. "It's completely psychotic," he said, "that we're here and doing this much stuff." Diller, though, has been delighted by the lineup. "He has exceeded expectations," he said of Winokur, "which weren't low."




Winokur thinks of his role and Little Island's resources as "being a service and utility to artists."




Little Island is managed from the flagship building of Diane von Furstenberg, Diller's wife, in the meatpacking district. Winokur's office is decorated with sticky notes that map out the park's current and future seasons of programming.



Winokur maintains his leadership role at AMOC, and his work is now broadly entangled with that collective and Little Island. When it came time to plan the 2024 season at the park, he reached out to some of the company's artists, but also to an array of people who were available and interested in turning around something quickly.



Tharp came onboard early. Winokur said he felt it was important to provide space for dance, a chronically impoverished art form. And he thought that it would be valuable to learn from "the most experienced dance maker on the planet," who, crucially, had experience with site-specific work.



From there, he wanted to go "really high and really low" with programming. He was also interested in trying things he hadn't before, and in commissioning artists who would want to take advantage of the theater's unusual environment, like the choreographer Pam Tanowitz. She created the evening-length work "
Day for Night
," and will also appear at the Glade, a smaller stage nearby that will be used for a series of free performances.



Tanowitz
 said she was intrigued by the possibility of incorporating nature and other parts of the island, and by the night-and-day duality provided by the sunset over the Hudson. And, during the planning process, Winokur was "a great collaborator," she said.



"He's able to hear what an artist is saying and then articulate it and be able to help with that idea," Tanowitz said. "He's there to support, and not tell what he thinks."



Winokur is a hands-on leader, who thinks like an artist even when acting as a producer, and he thrills at seeing and talking about art. His conversations with Tanowitz are similar to those he's had with other Little Island artists, especially about seasons to come. Future projects, though, will be different, if only because they will have the added element of further productions at other theaters and in other cities.



"We're in it," Diller said of Little Island's ambitions. "It's not curing cancer, but it's curing lots of other things that are really important." He may not have much to offer in the way of curing cancer, he added, but in the often underfunded, overlooked world of performing arts, he and his family foundation can "enrich the cultural good."



At "How Long Blues" on Saturday, there was already evidence that plans for Little Island were bearing fruit. Winokur felt good, a half-hour before curtain, as he watched ushers help people enter the theater, and concession stands attract long lines. When the performance began, he lingered at a standing-room rail while Tharp sat nearby with another of the show's creators, T Bone Burnett.



Casual spectators lined the paths that offered a view of the theater, and many of them stayed for the entire show. The weather cooperated, as did the city, with neither a helicopter overhead nor a passing party boat distracting too much from the music and choreography.



Audience members were quick to give a standing ovation; people who had watched from the park were just as enthusiastic in their applause. The evening, Rudin later said, came off like a proof of concept. Once the theater emptied, Winokur thought about whether he felt happy with the results.



"Yeah, I am," he said, with high-pitched enthusiasm. Then he darted down the steps of the theater and knelt next to Tharp, eager to hear from her and get back to work.
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Review: In a Nostalgic Revival, 'Home' Is Where the Heart Was



Samm-Art Williams's 1979 play about the uprooting of a Black farmer returns to Broadway for the first time.




Tory Kittles, center, with Brittany Inge, left, and Stori Ayers, in Roundabout Theater's revival of "Home" at the Todd Haimes Theater in Manhattan.




By Jesse Green


Jun 06, 2024


To say that Samm-Art Williams's 1979 play "Home" is old-fashioned is to say that "The Odyssey" and "The Wizard of Oz" are too: They are all tear-jerking stories about lost souls working their way back to the proverbial place where the heart is. But another way to see them is as keen records of how we thought, at particular points in time, about our place in the universe. Is that ever old-fashioned?



For "
Home
," which opened on Wednesday at the Todd Haimes Theater, the particular point in time is the tail end of the Great Migration, bringing millions of Black Americans to the North from the South in an attempt to escape racism and poverty. Among them is the play's protagonist, Cephus Miles, a North Carolina farmer who winds up in a big city a lot like New York after spending five years in prison. His crime: taking too seriously the biblical commandment to love thy neighbor and the injunction not to kill. He refused to serve in Vietnam.



Though the outline of the story might seem to warrant a furious response, like that of many antiwar and antiracist works of the '70s, "Home" follows a different line, its honeyed cadences glazing its anger with affection. That's apt because Williams is ultimately less interested in the embitterments of the world than in the ability, indeed the necessity, of masking the bad taste of unfairness with love.



And Cephus (Tory Kittles) is certainly not angry at the South. His memories of hard work, tall tales and odd characters in segregated, fictional Cross Roads -- likely based on Williams's Burgaw, N.C. -- are surprisingly upbeat. The poverty, being general, is bearable. (And funny: If a possum falls into the moonshine still, so be it.) The racism shows up mostly as marginalia, implied rather than prosecuted. Black boys shoot dice in the white section of the cemetery, Cephus tells us, because "that's where the nice cement vaults were." The Black section's graves provide no level surface.



The nostalgic style, unfashionable for decades, may be why "Home" has not until now been revived on Broadway, despite its successful and 
much-praised premiere
. Kenny Leon's production for the Roundabout Theater Company -- 
a result of the company's Refocus Project
, designed "to elevate and restore marginalized plays to the American canon" -- is thus especially welcome, if perhaps overly faithful to the original vision. With golden light (by Allen Lee Hughes) and a set consisting mostly of a rocking chair and a tobacco field that make the sharecropping life look strangely inviting (scenic design by Arnulfo Maldonado), it steers right into instead of away from sentimentality, giving us the full flavor of the writing at the cost of courting hokum.




The play is mostly a monologue for Kittles's character, while Ayers and Inge provide quick-take sketches of preachers, loose women, drunks and aunties.




Likewise, the play's dramatic method prevents its grimmer parts from being fully effective. The narrative is mostly a monologue for Cephus, fleshed out by two actors (Brittany Inge and Stori Ayers, both excellent) who provide quick-take sketches of preachers, loose women, drunks and old aunties. It sometimes feels like a variety show.



But few variety shows have leaned as hard into lyricism as "Home," which began as a poem Williams wrote on a bus ride home to North Carolina for Christmas. There is something of the road's reverie in its rhythms -- not a surprise from an author 
whose greatest influence, he said, was "The Raven."



Though the language is rich, recalling Black spoken word traditions and anticipating the dominance of rap, the technique is more mesmerizing than theatrical here, especially as sped through by the prodigious Kittles to keep the show moving. I wanted to sit with Cephus a bit longer because right from his Homeric first line -- "I once rode a swift, strong horse. Hooves of sterling. Coat of white" -- he is clearly a bard, whose words need space.



The hectic pace is less of a problem as the play grows graver, moving from Cross Roads to prison to the "dry, ugly, hot, mean" North. There, the supports that formerly sustained Cephus through adversity fall completely away: his land, his honor and his love of music. ("Blues and jazz has choked and gagged me with my own spit," he cries.) The woman he finds in the city (Ayers again) loses interest the moment he loses his job; the woman he loved in his youth -- Patti Mae Wells (Inge again) -- is an almost irretrievable memory.



But do not fear. This is not the kind of play to abandon you in a dark alley, even if Cephus's distaste for city life is the most compelling and counterintuitive part of the story. Plot machinations that you will see coming at quite some distance deliver a happy ending and may even elicit a few nonconsensual tears.



No matter: They cleanse the soul just the same. Williams, 
who died a few days before this revival's first preview
, seems to have been willing to go anywhere to free his hero from despair as a way of freeing the rest of us, too.



Home
Through July 21 at the Todd Haimes Theater, Manhattan; 
roundabouttheatre.org
. Running time: 1 hour 30 minutes.
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A Celebrity Sidekick Wants His Own Shine



The comedian Druski began hobnobbing with star rappers and athletes after his sketches grew popular on social media.




Druski developed a following with anthropological humor videos in which he played characters such as an entitled fraternity brother and an angry high school football coach.




By Emmanuel Morgan


Jun 05, 2024


Before Drew Desbordes appeared in a music video with Drake or lived with the N.F.L. star Odell Beckham Jr., his teary-eyed mother scolded him near the living room couch he had flipped upside down as a stage prop.



At that moment, he was not the comedian known by millions as Druski. He was a floundering college dropout with improbable hopes of social media stardom, recording goofy, aimless skits at his family's home.



Along with the upturned furniture, Druski's clothes were scattered in boxes at the home. His mother berated him for leaving school with a poorly defined plan.



"It was horrible," Druski said. "It was a bad situation, and she had enough."



In an era of seemingly infinite internet personalities, becoming a known commodity requires determination, strategy and more than a little luck. Druski said his mother's criticism motivated him to further pursue mainstream success. He wrote down his goals, one of them being to refine his comedic voice.



Druski ultimately broke through with anthropological humor videos tinged with vulgarity. His popular characters, including an 
entitled fraternity brother
, an 
agitated airport security agent
 and an 
adulterous warehouse worker
, helped him amass millions of followers on Instagram and TikTok.



As people scrolling on their phones began noticing, so did celebrities. Professional 
athletes
 recite his 
sketches
. Snoop Dogg made a 
song
 with him. 
Google
 and 
Nike
 hired him to anchor advertisements.



"The new realm of entertainment all lies in social media, and he's just authentic and knows how to tap into today's culture in a funny way," 
said the influencer Jake Paul
.



Druski, 29, is now angling to be considered something more than the hilarious sidekick to the rich and famous. And as he manages his newfound fame and chases higher ambitions, like a feature role in a theatrical movie, he wants to remain connected with his followers through crude skits taped on a phone.



"It's about transitioning and being able to do the bigger things, but fans still want to see the grit -- that funny, raw material," Druski said. "That's what fuels the dream."



Druski headlined a comedy tour last year and has opened for the rappers J. Cole and Lil Baby. This year, he created and hosted "Coulda Been House" a YouTube reality-competition show produced by his 4Lifers Entertainment company. He is finalizing an announcement for a music and comedy festival, Coulda Fest, to be held in Atlanta this year.



The projects, Druski said, are an attempt to diversify his career.



"Nobody in the industry ever fell off, they just never grew past their past successes," Druski said in his office, wearing a black collared shirt, camouflage hat and sandals. Earlier a friend joked that he was dressed like a fisherman. "People get bored with seeing the same stuff."



But as Druski expands his presence, he said he is cognizant of potential missteps. Because of his business relationships, his work will be more heavily scrutinized.



"It definitely makes you think twice," he said.



The comedy world is navigating the acceptable thresholds for 
sensitive
 or 
polarizing
 
material
. In 2022, Druski 
deleted from social media a skit
 in which his character pressured women to drink alcohol, implying they would have sex without sober consent.



"Sometimes you walk that line of being edgy with jokes," Druski said. He added: "You don't want to change into this person who's always in this shell. They still love you for who you are, so be yourself."




Druski, who has opened for the rappers J. Cole and Lil Baby, is finalizing an announcement for a music and comedy festival in Atlanta this year.




Druski, the middle child of a Catholic family, was raised in Gwinnett County, Ga., where he took piano lessons and karate classes. His mother punished his profanity -- now a staple in his videos -- by lathering his mouth with soap.



"I can't co-sign on the language and the behavior," his mother, Cheryl Desbordes, a public health practitioner, said of her son's skits. "I personally wouldn't do it, but that's his life. I just have to know, at the end of the day, that he's good inside."



She continued: "Drew is fully prepared for success. Whatever happens, he knows the difference between right and wrong."



Druski studied broadcast journalism at Georgia Southern University but soon dropped out, taking unfulfilling jobs at a restaurant and warehouse. At home, he created unfocused and sloppily executed video clips.



Things began to change after his mother's admonishment; he adjusted his approach and paid attention to social media trends. Some of his videos got noticed, including one from 2018 in which he parodied an 
angry high school football coach
's halftime locker room speech.



"His most valuable skill is being able to take real-life situations that everybody goes through and just putting his twist on it," said Chukuma Hedd-Williams, Druski's road manager and longtime friend.



One day, Druski randomly messaged the rapper Jack Harlow on social media and said he was a fan. Harlow reciprocated the praise. Not long after the two met in Harlow's unfurnished Atlanta apartment, they were traveling on a bus during the rapper's 2019 tour. Druski spent that Thanksgiving with Harlow's family, 
using the experience as comedic fodder
.



"I look back on it as one of the best periods of my life," Harlow, a six-time Grammy nominee, said in an email. "We share a language and understanding, and I miss my dawg every day we aren't together."



The growth of Druski's fan base accelerated during the coronavirus pandemic. Drawing inspiration from "Making the Band" and "American Idol," he harshly judged followers' singing skills during Instagram livestream sessions in a series called "Coulda Been Records." The 
internet-savvy
 Drake noticed Druski's videos and invited the comedian to appear in his "
Laugh Now, Cry Later
" music video with Beckham and the N.B.A. star Kevin Durant.



A tattoo of the song's title now scrolls across Druski's right calf.



"I was like, 'Hey, I'm about to go achieve everything I can achieve,'" Druski said.



As pandemic restrictions eased, Druski became a mainstay at events like the Super Bowl and the N.B.A. All-Star Game. He has worked with 
Bud Light
, 
Beats by Dre
 and other companies as a pitchman, and his most high-profile commercials may be those for 
Google Pixel and the N.B.A.
 In the spots, he appears prominently with Giannis Antetokounmpo and Jimmy Butler.



"He's really good at what he does, and he understood the role and influence that he could play as the centerpiece," said Daryl Butler, the vice president of devices and services marketing for Google. "He understood our mission."



The walls inside Druski's upscale, marble-accented Atlanta home document his ascent, with personalized autographed jerseys from the N.F.L. stars Lamar Jackson and Jalen Ramsey hanging in his basement. But Druski said he felt he had not fully arrived.



He said that major distribution platforms declined to air "Coulda Been House," an adaptation of his Instagram sessions, and that FX scrapped a planned show with him and Kevin Hart, blaming the Hollywood strikes. Although Druski appeared in "
Praise This
," a film released on the streaming service Peacock, as a supporting character, he has yet to land a major theatrical feature role despite two years of auditions.



"That's part of the hustle," he said. "The noes are what gets you to the yeses."
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'The Acolyte' Review: 'Star Wars' an Even Longer Time Ago



The franchise's latest series on Disney+ is set before there was even an empire to strike back.




Amandla Stenberg as Mae, one of the twin sisters she plays in the Disney+ series "The Acolyte," set during a period of the "Star Wars" timeline known as the High Republic.




By Mike Hale


Jun 04, 2024


"The Acolyte," the latest product off the Lucasfilm assembly line (it premieres Tuesday night on Disney+), enters territory unfamiliar to the casual follower of "Star Wars." It is set during a prehistorical period known as the High Republic, until now depicted primarily in short stories, novels and comic books read only by serious fans. (The High Republic stories are to George Lucas's central works somewhat as "The Silmarillion" is to "The Hobbit" and "The Lord of the Rings.")



Moving a "Star Wars" story out of the main time stream -- no Empire, no R2-D2, a century before Luke Skywalker -- has not liberated it from the franchise's oldest conventions and cliches, however. 
"The Acolyte"
 tweaks the formulas here and there, but, to a greater degree than other Disney+ shows like 
"The Mandalorian"
 and 
"Andor,"
 it falls back on signature moves: the electronic whoosh of the light saber; the outstretched hand summoning the Force; lovable droids and fuzzy holograms; dark masters and chosen children.



Created by a newcomer to the franchise, the writer and director Leslye Headland ("Russian Doll"), the show is focused on twin sisters in their mid-20s, Osha and Mae, both played by Amandla Stenberg. They share a tragedy in their childhoods that has left them with very different feelings about the Jedi knights, who in the High Republic time frame are comfortably ascendant across the galaxy, before their later tribulations in the "Star Wars" films.



That critical moment, revealed in the season's first half (four of eight episodes were available for review), involves one of Headland's more noticeable creations: a coven of witches who tap into the Force with a holistic, communitarian ethos. (They feel borrowed from an early episode of "Star Trek," with a swerve into unintentionally hilarious musical theater when they perform one of their ceremonies.) The nature-principle witches and the power-principle Jedi converge, spawning a vendetta plot centered on the grown twins that allows for plenty of planet hopping action. The fights are copious, and in another new twist for "Star Wars," many of them take the form of balletic martial arts face-offs.



But the storytelling force is not strong. Putting more female characters, and a stronger female point of view (even if it is sometimes redolent of 1960s earth mother), into an otherwise traditional "Star Wars" framework is worth the attempt. "The Acolyte" doesn't bring enough energy or invention to the task, though.



It goes through its space-opera paces, offering some blandly pretty forest planets and the occasional impressive landscape. (Location shooting was done in Wales and Portugal.) The "Star Wars" penchant for paying homage to the backlot bazaars and gin joints of classic Hollywood is frequently indulged.



Beneath the familiar trappings, the visceral pull that "Star Wars" can summon in its best moments -- "The Empire Strikes Back," "The Last Jedi," parts of "Andor" and "The Mandalorian" -- doesn't manifest itself. Characters speak in platitudes about loss, grief, loyalty and revenge, and the cast mostly works down to the level of the dialogue.



Stenberg is capable and charming but can't make either twin very interesting; 
Lee Jung-jae
 of "Squid Game," who plays a sympathetic Jedi, doesn't make much of an impact in his first English-language role. The most winning performances of the early episodes are given by Lauren and Leah Brady as the 8-year-old Osha and Mae -- the most winning performances by humans, anyway. In the "Star Wars" universe, robots tend to have as much personality as their flesh-and-blood co-stars, if not more, and Osha's pocket-size droid, Pip, is a trouper. With proper maintenance, he might outlast the High Republic.
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Alec and Hilaria Baldwin and Their 7 Children Get a Reality TV Series



"We're inviting you into our home," the actor, who is set to stand trial next month on an involuntary manslaughter charge, said as he announced a show about his family on TLC.




Alec and Hilaria Baldwin and their seven children are planning to appear in a reality television show.




By Julia Jacobs


Jun 04, 2024


Speaking with Alec Baldwin on 
her podcast
 last year, the talk show host Kelly Ripa made a pitch for him and his wife: "When I think about you and Hilaria and your seven young kids -- now, I know what you're going to say, but just go with me -- this has reality TV written all over it," she said.



He didn't dismiss the idea. In fact, he said the couple had already received pitches, and made one or two themselves.



And on Tuesday, Baldwin, who is scheduled to stand trial next month on a 
charge of involuntary manslaughter
 in the fatal shooting of a cinematographer on the set of the film "Rust," announced that a reality show featuring the couple and their "seven growing kids" would be coming next year to TLC. Its working title is "The Baldwins."



"We're inviting you into our home to experience the ups and downs, the good, the bad, the wild and the crazy," Alec Baldwin said in a 
video
 announcement with Hilaria that he posted to Instagram on Tuesday, interspersed with footage from inside their busy home.



The announcement of the new show comes at a delicate time for Baldwin, 66, as he prepares to go on trial in New Mexico in the "Rust" shooting. Baldwin, who has pleaded not guilty in the case, has denied responsibility for the death of the cinematographer, Halyna Hutchins, who was killed when a gun that he was rehearsing with, which was not supposed to be loaded with live ammunition, fired a real bullet that struck her. Baldwin's lawyers are 
continuing to seek the case's dismissal
, placing blame for the tragedy on the movie's armorer, Hannah Gutierrez-Reed, who was 
convicted in March
 of involuntary manslaughter and sentenced to 18 months in prison.



Lawyers for Baldwin, who had a starring role in the western, have written in court papers that the tragedy has made it difficult for the actor to get work.



In the podcast with Ripa, which was posted last November, Baldwin, who lives in New York, said that the more children that were added to his family, the more difficult it got for him to take acting jobs away from home. (Bringing them to location is expensive, he added, noting the costs of plane tickets, hotels and nannies.)



"Everything I do is filtered through the idea of my family: jobs I take, jobs I don't take," he said on the episode, adding that the ability to work from home had made the idea of a reality show attractive.



The network that greenlit the show, 
TLC
, is the one behind a broad array of reality titles, including "90 Day Fiance," "Say Yes to the Dress" and "Dr. Pimple Popper." In describing the show, the network noted that "Alec and Hilaria Baldwin have been making headlines since they were married nearly 12 years ago."



Indeed. Their Spanish-inspired 
wedding
 at St. Patrick's Old Cathedral in New York City drew a flurry of press coverage, and entertainment news sites covered the arrival of each child. (Baldwin has an eighth child, Ireland Baldwin, whom he had with his former wife, Kim Basinger.) The attention on the couple grew less comfortable when Hilaria Baldwin, who has become a parenting and fitness influencer over the years, became the subject of an internet investigation 
into how much of a connection to Spain she actually has.



In the aftermath of the "Rust" tragedy, the couple has sometimes bristled at the paparazzi that have showed up at their door, but they have also been consistent in giving their social media followers glimpses into their home life, posting frequent photos and videos of the family.
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University of the Arts President Resigns After School Announces Closure



Kerry Walk announced last week that the institution would close on June 7, leaving hundreds of students in academic limbo.




University of the Arts students and supporters protested Monday outside of the school's Hamilton Hall, in Philadelphia. The school announced abruptly last week that it would be closing June 7.




By Zachary Small


Jun 04, 2024


The University of the Arts president, Kerry Walk, has resigned only a few days after her administration said that the nearly 150-year-old institution in Philadelphia 
would close
 because of declining revenue and enrollment, union officials representing school employees told The New York Times on Tuesday.



News of the resignation, which earlier appeared in The 
Philadelphia Inquirer,
 broke as students were protesting the closure on campus, holding signs with messages including "It's not noble for artists to suffer" and "We are not trash don't throw us away." Union officials told The New York Times that a meeting to start layoff negotiations on behalf of some 450 employees was abruptly canceled Tuesday by the school's outside legal counsel as faculty learned that Walk was stepping down.



"We are appalled," United Academics of Philadelphia, one of the unions representing employees, wrote in a statement. "This sudden resignation, announced via the media, continues the pattern of disregard and cruelty to which the University of Arts has subjected employees and students."



On Sunday, the University of the Arts 
posted a statement
 to its website saying that "despite our best efforts, we could not ultimately identify a viable path for the institution to remain open and in the service of its mission." It has not commented on Walk's resignation; she served as university president for less than a year. Before she joined the University of the Arts, Walk 
was the president
 of Marymount Manhattan College for eight years.



On Tuesday afternoon, the university sent an email to students confirming refunds for the summer and fall semesters.



The school was created by the 1985 merger of the Philadelphia College of Art and the Philadelphia College of Performing Arts. It offered about 40 majors, such as dance, theater and visual art. Notable alumni included Charles Sheeler, Dotty Attie, Louise Fishman, Stephen Powers, Neil Welliver and Deborah Willis.



Hundreds of incoming freshmen learned about their dashed college dreams after submitting their tuition deposits; some said they had not received any personal outreach from University of the Arts about next steps.



Sam McCarty was one of those unlucky teenagers who learned over the weekend about the school's closure after committing to its musical theater program. "I found out through an Instagram post that I opened while at my University of the Arts-themed graduation party," he said. "My stomach dropped."



"I remember running upstairs and telling my parents," McCarty added. "We thought it was fake."




Students and others protested the shutdown of University of the Arts on Monday.




The fallout was immediate and 
painfully familiar
 to instructors in the struggling world of arts education, where dozens of respected schools have closed over the last decade. The University of the Arts closure would affect 1,149 students and nearly 700 employees total, but it was also the second major Philadelphia arts institution this year to end its programs. In January, the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts said it would stop granting degrees after its 2025 graduating class.



According to its 
own website
, the University of the Arts had agreed to host a number of transfer students from that institution. Now it appears that those young artists will have to transfer to yet another program. For recent graduates of UArts, questions also remain about what value their institution might have with future employers.



"It's a very hard situation," said Ariana Gonzalez, who recently graduated with a dance major. "I still haven't received my diploma. And when I'm looking for a job, will the diploma still be validated?"



The university said in an email to students on Tuesday that diplomas would be shipped out on June 24. "We are committed to ensuring everyone receives their diploma and will provide support as quickly as we can," the email said.



McCarty said there was help for incoming freshmen like him who were scrambling to find a new university. Through an application portal for art students, nearly 70 universities across the United States have 
reopened their admissions
 process for University of Arts students.



"We hope that you feel the love and support from the arts community," a statement within the application portal reads. "Remember, these schools would be LUCKY to have YOU!"



McCarty said within the last couple days that he has already received offers from the Greensboro College School of the Arts and Plymouth State University. But he remained puzzled over the University of Arts's abrupt closure.



"It's still definitely a blow," McCarty said. "I am going to be mourning this for a while."
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Critic's Notebook



At the Tribeca Festival, Vision and Vibes



The festival favors abundance, which can make it easy for cinema fans (and critics) to miss the loveliest trees for the sheer breadth of forest.




Jason Schwartzman and Carol Kane in "Between the Temples."




By Natalia Winkelman


Jun 05, 2024


Early in the animated film "
Boys Go to Jupiter
," premiering at this year's Tribeca Festival, an indie electronic beat kicks in. Like a music video rendered on Kid Pix, the sequence that follows finds the mulleted Rozebud (voiced by the singer Miya Folick) tending to neon citrus trees while crooning a melody as catchy as it is ethereal. The film, from the artist Julian Glander, belongs to a subset of Tribeca movies that use music in startling and adventurous ways. Their soundscapes conjure vision and feeling, as well as that ineffable thing sometimes called vibe.



Running from Wednesday through June 16, the 
Tribeca Festival
 -- it dropped "film" from its name in 2021 -- is big on vibe, for better and for worse. This is an event that embraces virtual reality, artificial intelligence and immersive installations, that pairs its screenings with concerts and its concerts with visuals, that touts buzzword-friendly panels about brands, innovation or brand innovation. Spilling across downtown Manhattan and a little into Williamsburg, Tribeca favors multimedia abundance, which can make it easy for cinema fans (and critics) to miss the loveliest trees for the sheer breadth of forest.



My favorite Tribeca selection also ranks in my top films of the year so far: 
Nathan Silver
's fidgety and finely tuned "
Between the Temples
," a sensational Jewish love comedy about a dispirited cantor (Jason Schwartzman) and his adult bat mitzvah student (Carol Kane). I caught it at Sundance, and feel a sacred duty to spread the word. But I primarily dedicate my Tribeca time to sampling world premieres -- movies that haven't played at other festivals and need a nudge to break out.




A scene from "Boys Go to Jupiter," directed by Julian Glander.




In my hunt for gems, I often have luck in the Viewpoints section, designed to house films that push the boundaries of form and perspective. It was there that I made contact with the otherworldly "Boys Go to Jupiter," a memorable standout, and not only because of Rozebud's earworm. Following a cast of slackers and crackpots in suburban Florida, the video game-like musical comedy marries gummy 3-D graphics and stoned-guy humor with sly commentary on hustle culture and the gig economy. The ensemble of avatars is voiced by a corps d'elite of quirky comedians like Cole Escola and Julio Torres.



Glander's film would pair nicely with "Eternal Playground," a Parisian drama that follows Gaspard (Andranic Manet), a middle school music teacher. Shot in sumptuous 16 mm, this labor of love from the filmmakers Pablo Cotten and Joseph Roze opens just before the bell rings for summer break, although Gaspard won't be leaving the premises: He and five childhood pals have resolved to secretly camp out in the vacant school while classes are out for summer. A French New Wave-inflected love letter to the schoolyard, "Eternal Playground" accompanies the crew as they sing, romp, reminisce and memorialize a late friend.



Among this year's Tribeca documentaries, music and its industry dominate, which isn't a surprise given that glossy musician biographies have (alongside true crime) been clogging up the nonfiction landscape for some time. My favorite Tribeca music documentary was a homespun affair: Elizabeth Ai's "New Wave," a soft scream of a film about '80s Vietnamese diaspora culture and style. Framed as an address to Ai's baby daughter, the movie uses the Eurodisco music phenomenon -- known as New Wave -- to explore Ai's upbringing by Vietnamese refugees and her longtime estrangement from her mother, who ran nail salons to provide for relatives.




A scene from Elizabeth Ai's film "New Wave."




Which brings me to another theme at Tribeca this year: parenting. That thread runs just beneath the topsoil of "
The Freshly Cut Grass
," a naturalistic drama that tracks the parallel stories of Natalia (Marina de Tavira) and Pablo (Joaquin Furriel), middle-aged academics seeking respite from their family lives through affairs with their students. By mirroring the tales, sometimes with even the same lines of dialogue, the Argentine director Celina Murga underscores the points at which Natalia and Pablo's cases diverge because of subtle differences in gender roles and age gap dynamics.



"
Sacramento
," directed by the actor Michael Angarano, takes the anxieties of first-time fatherhood as the premise for a dopey buddy comedy. The movie follows Rickey (Angarano), who persuades his friend Glenn (Michael Cera), a soon-to-be dad, to go on a road trip. Be aware: there's an extended M.M.A. wrestling sequence packed with kicks to the groin. What makes the movie interesting, though, is not its male clowning but the credit it pays to the women acting as their emotional custodians, like Glenn's pregnant wife, Rosie (Kristen Stewart), and Rickey's droll ex, Tallie (Maya Erskine, Angarano's real-life partner with whom he shares a child).



Movies about maternity and its discontents have been surging in the wake of pandemic seclusion, especially ones that take aim at the perfect mom mythos by showing how childbearing and rearing -- once considered sacred cows -- can actually feel like torture. Too often, that torture is conveyed through concrete horror scenarios, wringing gore from gynecology or jump scares from postpartum insomnia. Despite its nondescript title, Elizabeth Sankey's incisive "
Witches
" not only eschews that trend, it actually reverses it: Rather than sublimate mothering's dark side into genre tropes, the film uncovers how one of horror's most reliable figures -- the witch -- arose from a centuries-old mistrust in troubled mothers.




From left, Maya Erskine, Michael Angarano, Michael Cera and Kristen Stewart in "Sacramento."




Using movie clips and narration, Sankey begins with a survey of the witch as a symbol in modern fiction. She then focuses the portrait by recounting her experience of postpartum depression and anxiety, which culminated in a stay at a psychiatric facility for new mothers and infants. Sankey calls on peers and professionals to add their stories of pain and internalized stigma, and finally binds the picture together by drawing a line between her struggles and those of female victims -- "witches" -- who were once burned at the stake.



An intimate testimony with a strong pedagogic streak, "Witches" serves as a useful reminder that dissecting everyday images can expose startling truths. At the end of the documentary, Sankey pulls back the camera to reveal the soundstage where she conducted her interviews. Dramatic sets that previously served only as blurry backdrops -- a decaying nursery, an overgrown witch's atelier -- are shown in intricate detail. It's then that you realize that, even while out of focus, the moody scenery was stirring up something important: a vibe.
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Nonfiction



How America Turned Stories Into Weapons of War



In a new book, the journalist and science fiction writer Annalee Newitz shows how we have used narrative to manipulate and coerce.




One of Wonder Woman's earliest appearances in a comic book, in 1942. Her creator, William Moulton Marston, "wanted to empower women" and believed that "propaganda was a progressive force."




By Jennifer Szalai


Jun 05, 2024


STORIES ARE WEAPONS: Psychological Warfare and the American Mind
, by Annalee Newitz



A story can entertain and inform; it can also deceive and manipulate. Perhaps few stories are as seductive as the ones we tell ourselves about ourselves -- those reasonable, principled creatures so many of us presume ourselves to be.



As Annalee Newitz writes in "Stories Are Weapons," propaganda is premised on exploiting the discrepancy between surface beliefs and unconscious motives. A clever propagandist can get any number of people who see themselves as invariably kindhearted to betray their ideals. Newitz gives the example of anti-immigration campaigns: Make humans so fearful that even 
pious, churchgoing grandmothers
 will countenance rounding up their fellow humans in detention camps.



Not that Newitz, a journalist and science fiction author who uses they/them pronouns, depicts all propaganda as necessarily evil. "Stories Are Weapons," an exploration of our culture wars' roots in psychological warfare, contains a chapter on comic book artists like William Moulton Marston, the psychologist and creator of Wonder Woman, who "wanted to empower women" and believed that "propaganda was a progressive force." But much of the book is about stories that have been used to undermine, to exclude and to wound: myths about the frontier and the "last Indian";  pseudo-intellectual treatises expounding junk-science racism; conspiracy theories about "pizza-eating pedophiles"; and moral panics about rainbow stickers.



And then there are the stories that sow confusion. Newitz explains that they began researching this book in the middle of 2020, while the pandemic was raging and the president was promoting the healing powers of 
sunlight and bleach
. The gutting of reproductive rights and the introduction of anti-trans bills, Newitz says, made them feel as if they were under siege.



"For anyone who has been told that they should not be alive," Newitz writes on the dedication page. "Together we will survive this war." Stories are weapons -- but Newitz argues that they can also open up pathways to peace. "As a fiction writer, I knew there were other ways to get at the truth, to make sense of a world gripped by absurdity and chaos. I had to tell a story."



That story is introduced through the exploits of two central figures. The first is Freud's nephew Edward Bernays, a pioneer in the field that became known as "public relations." To sell Lucky Strike cigarettes to women, Bernays devised a publicity campaign that linked the product to women's desires for freedom. "Bernays had successfully turned his uncle's project to promote mental health into a system for manipulating people into behaving irrationally," Newitz writes, recounting how he later worked with the C.I.A. to drum up antipathy toward Guatemala's democratically elected government. A prime beneficiary of the eventual coup was Bernays's client, United Fruit, which owned huge swaths of Guatemalan land.








Newitz contrasts Bernays's cynicism with the idealism of Paul Linebarger, who wrote a handbook for the U.S. Army in 1948 called "Psychological Warfare" -- offering "the opportunity of strategic advantage without the cataclysmic danger of a worldwide showdown" -- and published novels under various pen names. As Cordwainer Smith, he wrote science fiction; he had formidable "worldbuilding" skills that he was able to carry over into the military's psychological operations, or psyops, designed to influence adversaries' opinions and behaviors. Given that he believed the alternative to words was the bomb, Linebarger was prone to think about his work in optimistic terms. "Psychological warfare is good for everybody," he declared, deeming it "the affirmation of the human community against the national divisions which are otherwise accepted in war."



The book goes on to narrate numerous instances of weaponized storytelling at work. Newitz is so skillful at elucidating such a tangled, morally contentious history that I never felt lost, though I sometimes thought that the word "psyop" was doing a lot of heavy lifting. Is Charles Murray and Richard Herrnstein's "The Bell Curve," which claimed that racial disparities in economic success were due mainly to genetics, more usefully characterized as a "psyop" or a terrible, odious book? What kind of analytical purchase is gained by using the phrase "the psyops known as Jim Crow laws" to describe racist legislation whose primary purpose wasn't just to demoralize Black Americans in the South but to restrict their actual bodies?



Of course, military lingo packs an emotional payload, which is presumably why Newitz uses it. Tell people that they're being pummeled by propaganda or a psyop, and you put them on guard. After all, nobody likes to think they are easily manipulated. Newitz shows how conservatives are well versed in the tactic of declaring harm, too: Denouncing something as "woke propaganda" can mobilize people to boycott Wonder Woman or ban a book.



There is a tension, then, between the imperative to seek the truth and the imperative to win the war. The vocabulary of war divides the world into stark binaries: Whatever helps the cause is good; whatever hampers the cause is bad. Complexities that don't fit neatly into the ironclad narratives brandished by either side can get obscured.



"Stories Are Weapons" critiques this dynamic, but sometimes Newitz succumbs to the urge to oversimplify. The 
Internet Research Agency
, the Russian troll farm that interfered in the 2016 election by slipping anti-Democratic propaganda into people's social media feeds, "unleashed a new kind of psyop on the American people," Newitz writes, presenting the presidency of Donald Trump as proof of concept: "It's hard to argue with results like the ones we saw in the 2016 election."



But people have done just that, maintaining that 
Russian trolls weren't the decisive factor in Trump's victory
. Even Newitz recognizes that the metaphor of war is constraining and can take their story only so far. They condemn how online disagreements swiftly degenerate into violent recriminations and death threats -- something that appalls Newitz, but is arguably made more likely when stories are equated with violent attacks.



Psychological disarmament, along with a commitment to a shared future, is made harder by the decimation of trust during wartime. Still, Newitz is hopeful. Weapons, whether rhetorical or physical, offer the power to dominate, but there's so much more they cannot do. "We do not reach consensus by threatening one another with death," Newitz writes. "Instead, we promise one another a better life."



STORIES ARE WEAPONS
: 
Psychological Warfare and the American Mind
 | 
By Annalee Newitz
 | 
Norton
 | 
246 pp.
 | 
$27.99
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Jez Butterworth's 'The Hills of California' to Open on Broadway



The play, about a group of English sisters who reunite at their mother's deathbed, plans to open in New York in September. It ends a London run this month.




The London cast of "The Hills of California" is led by Laura Donnelly. The New York cast has not yet been announced.




By Michael Paulson


Jun 04, 2024


"
The Hills of California
," the latest darkly comedic drama from the acclaimed English playwright Jez Butterworth, will transfer to Broadway this fall after a well-received five-month run in London.



The play, directed by Sam Mendes, is about a group of singing sisters -- well, they sang together as kids -- who have gathered at their childhood home in northwestern England because their mother is dying of cancer. The play is set in the 1970s, with flashbacks to the 1950s.



The British press gave 
generally high marks
 to the play, which garnered five-star reviews in 
The Financial Times
 and 
The Stage
, and four-star reviews in 
The Telegraph
, 
The Evening Standard
, 
The Observer
 and 
TimeOut
.



The London production
 is scheduled to end its run June 15. The New York production is to begin previews Sept. 11 and to open Sept. 29 at the Broadhurst Theater. Casting has not yet been announced.



Butterworth's last Broadway venture, "
The Ferryman
," was also directed by Mendes, and won the Tony Award for best play in 2019. His first play on Broadway, "
Jerusalem
" in 2011, is a favorite among theater critics. He also wrote "
The River
," which opened on Broadway in 2014.



Mendes has worked frequently on Broadway, and won Tony Awards for directing "The Ferryman" and "
The Lehman Trilogy
." He is also a film director, and won an Oscar for directing "American Beauty."



The lead producers of the Broadway run of "The Hills of California" include 
Sonia Friedman
, a prolific and enormously successful British producer who also led the producing teams for Butterworth's three previous plays on Broadway. The play's other lead producers will be 
No Guarantees
, which is led by Christine Schwarzman; 
Neal Street Productions
, which is Mendes's production company; Brian Spector; and 
Sand & Snow Entertainment
.
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Rupert Murdoch Marries for the Fifth Time



Mr. Murdoch, the 93-year-old media mogul, married Elena Zhukova, a retired molecular biologist, Saturday at Moraga, his Bel Air vineyard estate in Los Angeles.




On Saturday, Rupert Murdoch married Elena Zhukova at Moraga, his Tuscan-style vineyard estate in the hills of the Bel Air neighborhood in Los Angeles.




By Tammy LaGorce


Jun 02, 2024


Rupert Murdoch, who retired from the boards of Fox and News Corporation 
last year
, walked down an outdoor aisle under blue skies to exchange vows on Saturday with Elena Zhukova, his fifth bride, at Moraga, his Tuscan-style vineyard estate in the hills of the Bel Air neighborhood of Los Angeles.



Ms. Zhukova, 67, carried a bouquet of white flowers and wore an ankle-length, off-the-shoulder white dress with a square neckline, 
reportedly
 designed by the London-based designer 
Emilia Wickstead
; Mr. Murdoch, 93, wore a dark suit with sneakers. Notable guests caught by paparazzi on the way into the ceremony included Robert K. Kraft, the owner of the New England Patriots, and Robert Thomson, the chief executive of News Corp.



The couple met through Mr. Murdoch's third wife, Wendi Deng, according to 
The Daily Mail
, which first reported their relationship last summer. Ms. Zhukova is a retired molecular biologist who immigrated to the United States from Moscow in 1991, just months before the Soviet Union collapsed. She was previously married to Alexander Zhukov, the billionaire energy investor.



There have been few public details about the couple's courtship, with representatives for Mr. Murdoch staying mum, but The Daily Mail reported that shortly after meeting, Mr. Murdoch and Ms. Zhukova spent weeks vacationing together in the Mediterranean aboard the Christina O, a yacht that once belonged to Aristotle Onassis. Their engagement was 
announced in March.



Mr. Murdoch's fifth marriage comes after a called-off engagement to Ann Lesley Smith, who is a retired dental hygienist and a conservative radio host. Last spring, he proposed to Ms. Smith but broke off the engagement after less than a month.



Ms. Zhukova's marital history is less well documented. She met her first husband, Mr. Zhukov, now a British citizen, when both were students in the Soviet Union. Their marriage, during which they had a daughter, the entrepreneur and socialite 
Dasha Zhukova
, lasted three years, according to The New Yorker.



A first walk down the aisle for Mr. Murdoch came in 1956, when he married Patricia Booker, a former flight attendant and model. They had a daughter, Prudence, before divorcing in 1967.



That same year, he married his second wife, Anna Maria Torv, then a journalist at one of his Australian newspapers. That union lasted 32 years, and they had three children: Elisabeth, Lachlan and James. All have worked for their father's global empire; 
last year,
 Lachlan Murdoch was named Mr. Murdoch's sole successor, becoming responsible for steering the media company his father started building from a small local newspaper in his native Australia 70 years ago. Mr. Murdoch maintains an emeritus role.



In 1999, when Mr. Murdoch and Ms. Torv divorced, he and his third wife, Ms. Deng, a television executive born in China, married. They had two daughters, Grace and Chloe, and divorced in 2013. He met Jerry Hall, who is a model, actress and one of Mick Jagger's former wives, the same year. They married in 2016 and had no children together before 
divorcing in 2022
.



Mr. Murdoch and his family have a net worth of nearly $20 billion, according to 
Forbes
. His publicly traded company, News Corp, owns a portfolio of news outlets, including The Wall Street Journal, Fox News and Sky News Australia, and the book publisher HarperCollins. 
According to The Cut
, Ms. Deng and Ms. Hall both signed prenuptial agreements before marrying Mr. Murdoch.



Moraga, the wedding venue, is where Mr. Murdoch 
first hatched his 2019 deal
 to sell most of Fox's movie studio, FX and National Geographic to Disney. He bought the estate 
in 2013
 for a reported 
$29.5 million
. Among its former owners is the director Victor Fleming, whose credits include "The Wizard of Oz"
 
and
 "
Gone With the Wind."



When he retired in September, Mr. Murdoch told employees in 
a letter
 that for his entire professional life he had been engaged daily with news and ideas. "That will not change," he wrote. "But the time is right for me to take on different roles." 
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Critic's Notebook



Are Wedding Sneakers the Ultimate Power Flex?



Rupert Murdoch's fifth marriage, this time to Elena Zhukova, seemed a casual affair, though some disapproved of the suit-sneaker combination.




Rupert Murdoch and Elena Zhukova were married on Saturday in Southern California.




By Guy Trebay


Jun 03, 2024


As a rule of thumb, sneakers with suits are a terrible idea. Unless, perhaps, you are Rupert Murdoch, the billionaire media mogul who -- seeming to chase Elizabeth Taylor's lifetime tally of eight marriages -- married his fifth wife on Saturday in a ceremony at his Tuscan-style vineyard in the Bel Air neighborhood of Los Angeles.



Mr. Murdoch's new bride, Elena Zhukova, 67, is a retired molecular biologist who was previously married to Alexander Zhukov, the billionaire Russian energy investor. She was dressed for the occasion in an ankle-length off-white cocktail dress with a squared-off portrait neck and matching pumps.



Age appropriate (whatever that means anymore), class appropriate and suitable in length for a daytime wedding, Ms. Zhukova's outfit was demure and conventional. Mr. Murdoch's C.E.O. suit was equally uncontroversial.



It was his footwear selection, however, that raised eyebrows in certain corners of the internet, where critics predictably carped about how the requisite footwear with a formal suit is a hard-soled leather shoe. Not only does an Oxford or even a Derby "finish" a formal look, it is a coded social signifier "of courtesy and good manners," as Jim Moore, the creative director of GQ, once pointed out in the context of 
sneaker-shoes
 worn by various politicians to meet with President Biden in the Oval Office.



How we dress is always a compromise of some sort. Even if you happen to be a star on the 
Met Gala red carpet
, where extreme fits are routine, mobility is routinely sacrificed for optics: Female celebrities are occasionally hobbled, corseted and, in cases like that of the South African singer Tyla, 
all but immobilized
. (Her dress for the gala was so tight at the hem that she had to be lifted up the museum stairs by so called bustle-butlers.)



Men seldom have to put up with the kinds of discomfort in dress women have historically been obliged to endure. Still, Mr. Murdoch's decision to wear sneakers -- although unconfirmed, the shoes appear to be Hokas, not far from the sustainably designed "Transports" model Mr. Biden 
wore
 for a visit to the U.S.-Mexico border -- to his own wedding may have been a don't-care play by a master of the universe.



"Sure, it could raise eyebrows in some conservative circles, and I personally think sneakers with suits are hideous," said Eugene Rabkin, editor of the magazine StyleZeitgeist. "But casualization has penetrated so far up the chain of formality that it would almost be punk for him to wear leather shoes."



Or else it may equally have been a nod to the exigencies of age and the terrain. "He was fully corporately dressed up with a pocket square and tie, so there was nothing halfway about that," said Nick Sullivan, the creative director of Esquire. Most likely the addition of sneakers for a lawn wedding, he added, was just common sense.
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Julio Torres and Friends Toast Their Latest Bizarro Creation



The writer and director celebrated with a roomful of comedians on the rise before an advance screening of "Fantasmas," his new HBO series.




Julio Torres (left, with Tomas Matos) accessorized with a piscine not-bag before an advance screening of his new HBO series, "Fantasmas."




By Callie Holtermann


Jun 03, 2024


"It's not a bag," said Julio Torres, indicating the purse that dangled from his shoulder on a delicate gold chain.



Whatever it was, it was shaped like a fish, and roomy enough to carry a small shell or maybe a couple of grapes. Mr. Torres had purchased the non-bag at a flea market in Paris and brought it to a reception in Manhattan on Saturday for his new HBO series, "Fantasmas."



Mr. Torres, 37, is a former "Saturday Night Live" writer whose galactic visual sensibility extends to his Instagram handle, @spaceprincejulio. He wrote, directs and stars in "Fantasmas," a string of vignettes set in an eerie dreamscape that appears to be situated somewhere between 
Williamsburg
 and 
Roku City
.



Perched in a bright corner at Jungle Bird, a Chelsea cocktail bar near the theater where the first two episodes of "Fantasmas" would be screened that evening as part of the L.G.B.T.Q. film festival 
NewFest Pride
, Mr. Torres explained how he had recruited Steve Buscemi to play the letter Q in a sketch about the alphabet: Easily.



"He read the script and got back to me within, like, half an hour," Mr. Torres said.



Near a disco ball roughly the size of Jupiter, a row of murals dotted with abstract nipples faced Eighth Avenue. The room was soon filled with Mr. Torres's friends and collaborators. (The Venn diagram between the two was practically a circle.)




Julio Torres's penchant for imagining the inner lives of inanimate concepts is on display in his new series "Fantasmas." Case in point: Steve Buscemi portrays the letter Q in a sketch about the order of the alphabet.





The series considers some of the trade-offs required to make art. Mr. Torres's character makes several frustrating visits to an urgent care clinic.




Ziwe Fumudoh
, the comedian who 
sparred last year
 with former Representative George Santos, rushed past a setup of vegetarian dumplings. She greeted 
Tomas Matos
, an ebullient actor and dancer whose long fingernails were painted like watermelon wedges. 
Julia Fox
, best known for being Julia Fox, posed for photos outside the theater later in the evening standing alongside a blue robot on wheels.



"OK, robot!" an onlooker holding a cigarette shouted.



All have roles in the show, even the robot, whose name is Bibo and who dreams of becoming an actor. Beneath its ample gags, "Fantasmas" is a rumination on the trade-offs required to make art, and the creative compromises that arise for young artists seeking financial security, a larger audience and health insurance.



"I feel like everything I do is some kind of a negotiation," Mr. Torres said.



The sentiment would have been familiar to almost everyone in the room, a group of up-and-comers running a constant cost-benefit analysis on their ascendance. Martine, an artist known for her 
shape-shifting work
, described the show as "a documentary about hustlers coming of age in New York City."



"There's the creative that is a commercial pursuit, and then there is the creative that is for you," said Ms. Fumudoh, who hosted two seasons of the Showtime variety show "Ziwe." "When it's for you, you live freely and do whatever you want. When it becomes a commercial pursuit, you have to listen to the people that fund the art."



Sam Taggart, a comedian and a host of the podcast "StraightioLab," said he had long joked that all creative paths eventually lead to a job in advertising. "The further I get in my career, the more I feel that to be true," he said. "Like, I really thought I was a wild one."



In "Fantasmas," the shoe company Zappos has a streaming service and the cereal company General Mills operates a luxury apartment complex. The show portrays an entertainment industry that recruits queer people and swiftly pigeonholes them.



"Give us a trauma, give it to us funny, give it to us en espanol, por favor," a streaming executive played by Natasha Lyonne tells Mr. Torres's character in one episode.



Between their passion fruit cocktails, guests praised Mr. Torres's aptitude for reaching wide audiences without diluting his eccentricity. As a writer on "Saturday Night Live," Mr. Torres was responsible for screwball sketches like "Papyrus," in which Ryan Gosling portrays a man driven to the brink by artless typography. His film "
Problemista
," starring a manic Tilda Swinton, was released by A24 this spring.



"He has really taught me how to move my way through these channels in order to get something made," the comedian 
Spike Einbinder
 said of Mr. Torres. "He's helped me reframe it in a less selling-out way, and more like a subversion, infiltration type of thing."



Tomas Matos
, who plays an anarchic ride-share driver named Chester, said Mr. Torres had brought few requirements for the character beyond having a hairdo that resembled a poodle.



"It's not everyone's cup of tea, who I am, and sometimes I feel like I have to compromise me as a person to fit into these roles," the actor said. "Compromises are just silly," they added. "We can have it all. Abundance, 
down
. Period."



The group maneuvered four blocks uptown to the SVA Theater, where more than 400 fans had lined up for the free screening. Two hours later, audience members emerged into the dim blue glow of a Citibank on West 23rd Street, giggling.
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On the Brazilian Coast, a Tropical Town Beloved by Artists and Makers



A guide to Paraty, on the Costa Verde, with tips on where to stay, shop and island hop from the artist Vik Muniz and four other insiders.




Paraty's port is full of local traineiras, or renovated wooden fishing boats, that visitors can charter to explore the area's dozens of islands and beaches.




By Nora Walsh


May 31, 2024


T's monthly travel series, 
Flocking To
, highlights places you might already have on your wish list, sharing tips from frequent visitors and locals alike. 
Sign up here
 to find us in your inbox once a month, and to receive our weekly T List newsletter. Have a question? You can always reach us at 
tlist@nytimes.com
.



Roughly halfway between Sao Paulo and Rio de Janeiro, the coastal town of Paraty (population 45,000) isn't the easiest place to reach. It requires a four-hour, mostly mountainous drive from either city, a 45-minute helicopter charter or arrival by sea. It's that relative seclusion that keeps the tourist hordes and unbridled development at bay, despite the town's obvious appeal. Set on Brazil's Costa Verde, with mountains covered in rainforest on one side and the emerald green waters of Ilha Grande Bay on the other, Paraty (pronounced para-CHEE by locals), preserves more than 30 blocks as its historic quarter, a grid of pedestrian-only cobblestone streets lined with whitewashed 18th- and 19th-century facades, many of them remnants of the Portuguese colonial era.



Starting
 
in the mid-1600s, the town grew prosperous as a seaport during the country's gold rush (many of the biggest gold mines were in the neighboring inland state Minas Gerais) -- and as a hub for the slave trade. African slaves not only worked in the mines but built much of the town's early infrastructure, such as its roads. Once the gold stopped coming through Paraty for export in the early 1700s, the town continued to harvest sugar cane and produce cachaca, the national spirit, before shifting its economic focus to the coffee trade. At the end of the 19th century, Santos, 190 miles to the south, supplanted Paraty as the country's primary coffee-exporting port, and the town began to languish. "It fell off the map," says Luana Assuncao, the owner of the Rio-based travel company Free Walker Tours. "It became isolated and poor. Many houses were abandoned."



By the 1970s, a new highway and an influx of urban transplants had given Paraty an infusion of new life. Lured by the area's affordability, a number of artists, designers and other creative types began renovating the old mansions and opening a handful of galleries, boutiques, cafes and small hotels, turning the long-forgotten town into an alluring vacation destination.



"I was worried that mass tourism would endanger the future of the culture and the nature in Paraty, but it didn't happen," says the nature photographer Dom Joao de Orleans e Braganca, who has been visiting Paraty since 1968 and now lives there most of the year. He credits the strict building codes for imbuing the town with a certain timeless quality, even after the pandemic when the area's second-home owners began spending more time in Paraty. "You'll never see a skyscraper, and we don't have big resorts or hotels here."



What Paraty does have is easy access to the dozens of small islands and sandy coves across the bay (local 
traineiras
, renovated wooden fishing boats; large schooners; and speedboats are all available for visitors to rent for daylong outings), and the countless hiking trails, waterfalls and beaches that are part of the massive Serra da Bocaina National Park. Visitors can also make day trips to a handful of villages home to Indigenous and historic Black settlements that have maintained a strong cultural identity. "There's layer upon layer here," said Lena Santana, a Brazilian costume and fashion designer who has been living in Paraty for the last decade. "It creates a certain kind of depth that makes people want to stay." Here, Santana and four other locals and longtime Paraty visitors share their recommendations for where to stay, eat and explore.



The Insiders








Silvia Furmanovich
, a fine-jewelry designer based between Sao Paulo and New York City, has been traveling to Paraty every other year for the past three decades.








The artist and photographer 
Vik Muniz
, who lives in Rio de Janeiro and New York City, has been visiting Paraty since 1999.








Diana Radomysler
 is a partner and director of the interiors and design department at the Sao Paulo-based architecture firm Studio MK27. She travels to Paraty annually with her family.








Lena Santana
, who was born in Salvador, Brazil, and moved to Paraty a decade ago after 15 years in London, owns a boutique, Atelier Napele, in the historic center, and Bus Stop Paraty, a guesthouse, 12 miles outside of town in Playa Grande.








Gisela Schmitt
, originally from Sao Paulo, is the chef and owner of Paraty's Gastromar restaurant and a boat-catering company.



Illustrations by Richard Pedaline



Sleep




Left: the French interior designer Linda Pinto renovated her Portuguese colonial home in Paraty's historic district and rents it to travelers through the Brazilian luxury travel company Matuete. Right: the Casa Turquesa hotel occupies a restored 18th-century mansion.




"I love to stay at 
Casa Turquesa
, built on the ruins of an 18th-century mansion in the old town. Everything in the Turquoise Suite is white and turquoise, from the fabrics to the artwork. One room has prints from the British botanical artist Margaret Mee, who spent decades traveling to the Amazon documenting flora, which have inspired my work in the past." 
(Rooms from about $520 a night.)
 -- 
Silvia Furmanovich



"I always suggest that friends stay at the 
Pousada Literaria de Paraty,
 a cozy hotel within a cluster of historic mansions that surround a tropical garden -- they return enchanted by both the hotel and its restaurant." 
(Rooms from about $350 a night.)
 -- 
Diana Radomysler



"The Brazilian travel company 
Matuete
 has a selection of villas. You can rent 
the interior designer Linda Pinto's house
 in the historic quarter close to the waterfront. It has a beautiful courtyard, so the house is flooded with natural light." 
(Rentals from about $1,500 a night, with a three-night minimum.)
 -- 
Gisela Schmitt



Eat and Drink




Restaurante Le Gite d'Indaiatiba is set within a valley in the Atlantic Forest just north of Paraty.




"At 
Banana da Terra
, the chef Ana Bueno cooks contemporary Caicara [the main Indigenous community of the area] cuisine in a charming restaurant in the historic quarter. She offers things like mango and shrimp salad and a hamburger made with crab meat. After dinner, go to 
Gelateria Miracolo
 for ice cream and try the flavor made with cupuacu, an Amazonian fruit that's closely related to cacao." -- 
S.F.



"Head to Grauna [about 12 miles north of Paraty], a beautiful valley in the Atlantic Forest, for lunch at 
Le Gite d'Indaiatiba
. The chef is like a wizard of the forest. She makes her ravioli with taioba, an edible plant from the jungle [similar to collard greens]. Call ahead and ask them to prepare the sauna, which is next to a swimmable waterfall on the property." -- 
G.S.



"
Fugu Japanese Food
 is a new restaurant that only serves fish that's been caught fresh the same day, like sororoca [a white local fish] and prejereba [tripletail]. Don't miss the tuna starter with locally grown shiitake mushrooms or the teishoku, a wooden box with 12 different small portions of menu items, including the day's fresh catch. There's also a great sake selection. For dessert, have the wasabi ice cream." -- 
D.R.



Shop




From left: the Sao Paulo-based designer Flavia Aranha's store in Paraty; many of her pieces are made with organic fabrics and plant dyes.




"Recently, one of my favorite designers from Sao Paulo, 
Flavia Aranha
, opened a store in Paraty. Her pieces are timeless, produced in organic fabrics or natural fibers dyed with Brazilian plants and herbs." -- 
D.R.



"For handwoven baskets, go to 
Cestarias Regio Paraty
 in the historic center. They come in all sizes and are made by local communities. I love the ones made from covo, a fiber extracted from bamboo, that are used to go fishing." -- 
G.S.



"Visit the village of Cunha in the Paraiba Valley, where the Japanese couple Mieko and Toshiyuki Ukeseki started firing ceramics in a noborigama [a traditional Japanese wood-fired chamber kiln] in the 1970s. A small community of ceramists joined them, and you can buy their pieces at their ateliers or at the ceramics festivals that Cunha hosts throughout the year." -- 
L.S.



Take Home




From left: Canoa Arte Indigena, in Paraty's historic district; the shop stocks crafts from local artisans, including baskets, ceramics and beaded jewelry.




"To pick up authentic Indigenous arts and crafts, such as vases and musical instruments, go to 
Canoa Arte Indigena
. I bought several baskets from there that now decorate my office in Sao Paulo." -- 
S.F.



"Paraty has some of the best cachaca in Brazil. My favorite brand is 
Cachaca Maria Izabel
. [Maria Izabel] and her daughters own a sugar cane plantation in Sitio Santo Antonio, about six miles north of Paraty, where they still produce the spirit by hand. You can do a tasting at the distillery and buy bottles there, or at shops in town." -- 
V.M.



"The 
Livraria das Mares
 is a big-city bookstore in a small town. It's a contemporary space designed by the architect Bel Lobo with black metal shelves and a wood-paneled floor and ceiling. There's a delightful cafe at the back." -- 
D.R.



Explore




From left: the chef Gisela Schmitt's boat Sem Pressa, which she charters for excursions; on the boating trips, the crew serves multicourse meals, including dishes like Crudo Mio, pictured here, made with zucchini, sea bass, tuna, salmon roe and other ingredients.




"Don't miss Saco do Mamangua, which is the world's only tropical fjord. You can only get there by boat, and you'll pass Caicara villages along small beaches. From there, you can hike to the peak of Mamangua's Pao de Acucar for dramatic views of the entire Ilha Grande Bay. Another option is to rent kayaks at one of the beaches and paddle deep into the mangroves at the very end of the fjord." -- 
G.S.



"
Fazenda Bananal
 is a great place to take children. It's a nature preserve in the forest with a farmhouse. There are walking trails, farm animals and a restaurant called Ninho that's absolutely incredible. Many of the ingredients come from the farm. I had the best slow-cooked pork of my life there." -- 
V.M.



"Visit Quilombo do Campinho [a settlement about 10 miles south of Paraty founded at the end of the 19th century by formerly enslaved people]. There's a restaurant that serves fresh grilled fish and a shop with beautiful wooden animal sculptures, rugs made of straw, bamboo furniture and jewelry made from local tropical seeds. On the way home, stop at the village of Paraty-Mirim, where you can buy artisanal wares from the Guarani tribe; then swim at its gorgeous beach, which is bordered by mountains and a river." -- 
L.S.



"One of the best ways to enjoy Paraty by sea is to book Gisela Schmitt's 
Sem Pressa
 boat tour, which takes you to the surrounding coves and swimming spots (my favorite is Saco da Velha) while offering delicious local plates like cachaca- and beet-cured prejereba [tripletail fish], fresh oysters and mussels." -- 
V.M.



Practical Matters



"It's fun to be in Paraty during one of its festivals. There's FLIP [Festa Literaria Internacional de Paraty], a large and influential literary festival [this year it will be held in October] and loads of other events throughout the town." -- 
L.S.



"The best time to visit is from May to August, when there's less rain, the sky is beautiful and the sea is wonderful." -- 
G.S.



These interviews have been edited and condensed.
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Third Wheel



Whirlwind Romances Are Not Reserved for Thin Women



An article skeptical of the central love connection in the new season of "Bridgerton" has fans rushing to contest the idea that catching a gentleman's eye is a size-restricted pursuit.




Luke Newton and Nicola Coughlan in "Bridgerton."




By Gina Cherelus


May 31, 2024


When an opinion article published in the British weekly The Spectator last week questioned the desirability of Penelope Featherington, a character in the Netflix series "Bridgerton" played by the Irish actress Nicola Coughlan, it touched off a firestorm of objection. People rushed to criticize the claim that her pairing with Colin Bridgerton, the chiseled and handsome leading man played by Luke Newton, would never happen in real life because her character isn't thin.



After the show's third season debuted on Netflix this month, fans were offended by what they saw as body shaming in 
the piece
, which bluntly stated that Ms. Coughlan is "not hot, and there's no escaping it." The article concluded by arguing that efforts to prioritize equality and diversity aren't enough to "make a fat girl who wins the prince remotely plausible."



Many pointed out that Ms. Coughlan wouldn't even be considered fat by many -- descriptors like "plump" and "curvy" came up often -- but others online still echoed the same point made in the article. One Threads user wrote that she was "not used to seeing a woman like Penelope get the guy like Colin" and that it "wouldn't have happened in real life," which was met with a flurry of responses by plus-size women sharing images of themselves, happily coupled.



Danielle Wallace, a plus-size woman from Houston, said in a phone interview that while she wasn't an avid watcher of the show, she had felt compelled to join the chorus of objectors under the post, as a woman happily engaged to a man who loves her.



"What one person finds attractive isn't what everybody else finds attractive, and it seems like some people don't understand that," Ms. Wallace, 51, said. "Like, it's really weird to be an adult and not understand that."



This criticism overlooked something that has been true for many cultures and communities for a long time: Curvy women are desirable, occasionally almost to the exclusion of thinner women. The many examples of bigger women being desired does not mean that fatphobia isn't a real issue, of course, because it is. But the claim that you cannot be both curvy and attractive is false.



Emily Ottney, a 28-year-old baker living outside Minneapolis, said that she and Penelope have similar body types -- short and curvy -- so that when she stumbled on this discussion, it really "rattled" her. "I'm at about, like, 170 pounds, and still being five feet tall, I still look pretty chubby," she said, adding that her husband had helped her "get to this place where I don't feel like I have to change."



"Every time that I have expressed this to him, especially when I had the hardest time with it, in the beginning, he was always so reassuring that he loves me no matter what shape I'm in," she said.



In 2017, Robbie Tripp, who became known as the "Curvy Wife Guy," was both 
dragged and applauded
 for an Instagram love note in which he praised his wife and "her curvy body." He wrote that he was often teased as a teen for being attracted to "girls on the thicker side." Because of the self-congratulatory tone of 
the post
, it wasn't especially well received, but he was a proud straight man who liked bigger women.



Attraction to larger bodies is a fact across cultures and generations. Well before an April 2023 issue of British Vogue heralded the arrival of "The New Supers" with a cover featuring 
three mid- and plus-size models
; well before Meghan Trainor declared that she was 
"all about that bass"
; well before Sir Mix-A-Lot broke it to "the beanpole dames in the magazines" that "you ain't it, Miss Thing"; and 
perhaps as far back as 28,000 B.C.
 (I'm looking at you, 
Venus
), there has always been a healthy appetite for curves. Even Kim Kardashian's own body modifications, which helped kick off the 
Brazilian butt lift
 era of the 2010s, appeared to respond to a lust for the curvier bodies often seen on Black and brown women.



In "Bridgerton," the show doesn't directly point to Penelope's body type as the reason it takes Colin so long to realize that he's in love her, but she is noticeably bigger than the female romantic leads seen in previous seasons of the show. Perhaps that's the point: Beauty is subjective, and a highborn gentleman can find anyone, including a woman of her shape, beautiful. He could have been hesitant for other reasons.



Kymberli Joye, a 32-year-old gospel singer in southern New Jersey, said that seeing Penelope's story had resonated with her because she had also experienced a fairy-tale-like romance. Being bigger most of her life, she hadn't had many connections similar to what she saw on TV, just what had felt to her like a "relationship out of convenience." When she began dating the man who is now her husband, in 2022, everything changed.



"It was a different kind of spark: It was romantic, and I would say it felt like a movie and I felt like the main character," she said. "I felt like the leading lady in it. I didn't feel like a consolation prize."



Send your thoughts, 
stories and tips to 
thirdwheel@nytimes.com
.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/31/style/bridgerton-nicola-coughlan-fatphobia.html
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