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Unanimous Supreme Court preserves access to widely used abortion medication

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The Supreme Court has preserved access to a medication that was used in nearly two-thirds of all abortions in the U.S. last year.
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    [image: FILE - Boxes of the drug mifepristone sit on a shelf at the West Alabama Women's Center in Tuscaloosa, Ala., on March 16, 2022. The Supreme Court on Thursday, June 13, 2024, unanimously preserved access to the medication that was used in nearly two-thirds of all abortions in the U.S. last year, in the court's first abortion decision since conservative justices overturned Roe v. Wade two years ago. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed, File)]
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[image: FILE - The U.S. Supreme Court is seen, April 25, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib, File)]
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[image: FILE - Supreme Court is seen on Capitol Hill in Washington, Monday, Oct. 23, 2023. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)]
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    Live updates: Follow AP's coverage of the Supreme Court's decision to preserve access to mifepristone.


    


WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Supreme Court on Thursday unanimously preserved access to a medication that was used in nearly two-thirds of all abortions in the U.S. last year, in the court's first abortion decision since conservative justices overturned Roe v. Wade two years ago.
The nine justices ruled that abortion opponents lacked the legal right to sue over the federal Food and Drug Administration's approval of the medication, mifepristone, and the FDA's subsequent actions to ease access to it. The case had threatened to restrict access to mifepristone across the country, including in states where abortion remains legal. 
Justice Brett Kavanaugh, who was part of the majority to overturn Roe, wrote for the court on Thursday that "federal courts are the wrong forum for addressing the plaintiffs' concerns about FDA's actions."
Abortion is banned at all stages of pregnancy in 14 states, and after about six weeks of pregnancy in three others, often before women realize they're pregnant.

    


While praising the decision, President Joe Biden signaled Democrats will continue to campaign heavily on abortion ahead of the November elections. "It does not change the fact that the right for a woman to get the treatment she needs is imperiled if not impossible in many states," Biden said in a statement.




And the high court is separately considering another abortion case, about whether a federal law on emergency treatment at hospitals overrides state abortion bans in rare emergency cases in which a pregnant patient's health is at serious risk.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

More than 6 million people have used mifepristone since 2000. Mifepristone blocks the hormone progesterone and primes the uterus to respond to the contraction-causing effect of a second drug, misoprostol. The two-drug regimen has been used to end a pregnancy through 10 weeks gestation.
Health care providers have said that if mifepristone is no longer available or is too hard to obtain, they would switch to using only misoprostol, which is somewhat less effective in ending pregnancies.

    


Biden's administration and drug manufacturers had warned that siding with abortion opponents in this case could undermine the FDA's drug approval process beyond the abortion context by inviting judges to second-guess the agency's scientific judgments. The Democratic administration and New York-based Danco Laboratories, which makes mifepristone, argued that the drug is among the safest the FDA has ever approved.
The decision "safeguards access to a drug that has decades of safe and effective use," Danco spokeswoman Abigail Long said in a statement.
The plaintiffs in the mifepristone case, anti-abortion doctors and their organizations, argued in court papers that the FDA's decisions in 2016 and 2021 to relax restrictions on getting the drug were unreasonable and "jeopardize women's health across the nation." 
Kavanaugh acknowledged what he described as the opponents' "sincere legal, moral, ideological, and policy objections to elective abortion and to FDA's relaxed regulation of mifepristone."

    


Federal laws already protect doctors from having to perform abortions, or give any other treatment that goes against their beliefs, Kavanaugh wrote. "The plaintiffs have not identified any instances where a doctor was required, notwithstanding conscience objections, to perform an abortion or to provide other abortion-related treatment that violated the doctor's conscience since mifepristone's 2000 approval," he wrote.
In the end, Kavanaugh wrote, the anti-abortion doctors went to the wrong forum and should instead direct their energies to persuading lawmakers and regulators to make changes.
Those comments pointed to the stakes of the 2024 election and the possibility that an FDA commissioner appointed by Republican Donald Trump, if he wins the White House, could consider tightening access to mifepristone.
Abortion rights advocates mainly breathed a sigh of relief after the decision, but they echoed Biden about the impact of the decision two years ago. 
"In the end, this ruling is not a 'win' for abortion -- it just maintains the status quo, which is a dire public health crisis in which 14 states have criminalized abortion," Nancy Northup, president and CEO of the Center for Reproductive Rights, said in a statement.

    


The mifepristone case began five months after the Supreme Court overturned Roe. Abortion opponents initially won a sweeping ruling nearly a year ago from U.S. District Judge Matthew Kacsmaryk, a Trump nominee in Texas, which would have revoked the drug's approval entirely. The 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals left intact the FDA's initial approval of mifepristone. But it would reverse changes regulators made in 2016 and 2021 that eased some conditions for administering the drug.
The Supreme Court put the appeals court's modified ruling on hold, then agreed to hear the case, though Justices Samuel Alito, the author of the decision overturning Roe, and Clarence Thomas would have allowed some restrictions to take effect while the case proceeded. But they, too, joined the court's opinion Thursday.

    


The push to restrict abortion pills likely won't stop with the Supreme Court's ruling, said the lawyer who represented anti-abortion doctors and their organizations in the case.
The decision that the doctors don't have the legal right to sue leaves open the way for lawsuits from others, including three other states that Kacsmaryk had previously allowed to join the case, said Erin Hawley, an attorney for the group Alliance Defending Freedom.
Hawley said she expects Idaho, Kansas and Missouri to continue the lawsuit originally filed in Texas.
Attorneys general for those states did not immediately respond to requests for comment. 
___
Associated Press writer Lindsay Whitehurst contributed to this report.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the U.S. Supreme Court at https://apnews.com/hub/us-supreme-court.
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Supreme Court rules California man can't trademark 'Trump too small'

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: The Supreme Court building is seen on Thursday, June 13, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Supreme Court on Thursday ruled against a man who wants to trademark the suggestive phrase "Trump too small."
The justices upheld the government's decision to deny a trademark to Steve Elster, a California man seeking exclusive use of the phrase on T-shirts and potentially other merchandise. It is one of several cases at the court relating to former President Donald Trump. Last week, the court laid out standards for when public officials can be sued for blocking critics from their social media accounts. These cases were also related to Trump.
The Justice Department supported President Joe Biden's predecessor and presumptive opponent in the 2024 election. Government officials said the phrase "Trump too small" could still be used, just not trademarked because Trump had not consented to its use. Indeed, "Trump too small" T-shirts can already be purchased online.

    


Elster's lawyers had argued that the decision violated his free speech rights, and a federal appeals court agreed.
At arguments, Chief Justice John Roberts said that if Elster were to win, people would race to trademark "Trump too this, Trump too that."




Twice in the past six years, the justices have struck down provisions of federal law denying trademarks seen as scandalous or immoral in one case and disparaging in another.
Elster's case dealt with another measure calling for a trademark request to be refused if it involves a name, portrait or signature "identifying a particular living individual" unless the person has given "written consent."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The phrase at the heart of the case is a reference to an exchange Trump had during the 2016 presidential campaign with Florida Sen. Marco Rubio, who was then also running for the Republican presidential nomination.
Rubio began the verbal jousting when he told supporters at a rally that Trump was always calling him "little Marco" but that Trump -- who says he is 6 feet and 3 inches tall -- has disproportionately small hands. "Have you seen his hands? ... And you know what they say about men with small hands," Rubio said. "You can't trust them."
Trump then brought up the comment at a televised debate on March 3, 2016.
"Look at those hands. Are they small hands? And he referred to my hands -- if they're small, something else must be small. I guarantee you there's no problem. I guarantee you," he said.
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Trump returns to Capitol Hill and whips up Republican lawmakers, a first meeting since Jan. 6 attack
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    [image: Former President Donald Trump arrives to the Capitol Hill Club, Thursday, June 13, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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[image: Rep. Matt Gaetz, R-Fla., joined at left by Rep. Tim Burchett, R-Tenn., arrives as former President Donald Trump returns to Washington for meetings with Republican lawmakers to unite on his political agenda, just a few steps off the Capitol campus, Thursday, June 13, 2025 in Washington. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Donald Trump made a triumphant return Thursday to Capitol Hill, whipping up House and Senate Republicans in his first meetings since the Jan.6, 2 021 attacks, cheered by GOP lawmakers who find themselves newly energized by his bid to retake the White House.

Despite the federal charges against Trump for conspiring to overturn the 2020 election, and his recent guilty verdict in an unrelated hush money trial, the Republican former president arrived emboldened as the party's presumptive nominee. He has successfully purged the GOP of critics, silenced most skeptics and enticed once-critical lawmakers aboard his MAGA-fueled campaign.

A packed room of House Republicans sang "Happy Birthday" to Trump in the private breakfast meeting at GOP campaign headquarters across the street from the Capitol. The lawmakers gave him a baseball and bat from the annual congressional game. Trump bragged that even his telephone rallies for lawmakers could draw bigger crowds than mega-popstar Taylor Swift, who has yet to make any endorsement.





    



"President Trump brought an extraordinary amount of energy, excitement and enthusiasm this morning," said House Speaker Mike Johnson, noting high fund-raising tallies since the guilty verdict. "We're feeling good." 

The Republican speaker had demurred earlier over whether he's asked Trump to respect the peaceful transfer of presidential power and commit to not doing another Jan. 6. "Of course he respects that, we all do, and we've all talked about it, ad nauseum."

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    



Trump told Johnson Thursday he thinks the speaker is doing a "terrific job," according to a Republican in the private meeting and granted anonymity to discuss it. He asked Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene, the speaker's chief Republican critic, if she was being "nice" to Johnson, another Republican said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


Trump spent about an hour with House Republicans delivering free-wheeling remarks, fielding questions and discussing issues -- including Russia and immigration and also tax cuts and other priorities for a potential second term. On one major controversial issue, Trump told lawmakers that abortion rules should be left to the states and said he supported exceptions for rape, incest and to save the life of the mother, lawmakers said. 

    



Senate Republicans meet next with Trump in the afternoon.

Many potential priorities for a new White House administration are being formulated by a constellation of outside groups, including Project 2025, laying the groundwork for executive and legislative actions, though Trump has made clear he has his own agenda. 

"Anybody who thought that this president was going to be down after the sham trial. it's only giving him even more energy," said Rep. Tom Emmer, the GOP whip. "Donald Trump is crushing this election."

But Trump's private meetings with House and Senate Republicans so close to the Capitol are infused with symbolism of his return as the U.S. president who threatened the American tradition of the peaceful transfer of power.





    



"It's frustrating," said former U.S. Capitol Police officer Harry Dunn, who made his own unsuccessful run for Congress as a Maryland Democrat in the aftermath of Jan. 6, when police engaged in hand-to-hand fighting to stop Trump supporters who stormed the building.

Dunn spoke of the "irony" of Trump returning to the area and lawmakers now embracing him. "It just shows the lack of backbone they have when they're truly putting party and person over country," he said. "And it's sad."

Biden was overseas Thursday attending a summit of the Group of Seven leading industrialized nations, but the president's campaign unveiled a new ad blaming Trump for lighting the "fire" of Jan. 6 and threatening democracy.

Many of those who once stood up to Trump are long gone from office and the Republicans who remain seem increasingly enthusiastic about the possibility of him retaking the White House, and the down-ballot windfall that could mean for their own GOP majorities in Congress.

Outgoing Senate Republican leader Mitch McConnell, who once blamed Trump for the "disgraceful" attack that he called an "insurrection" now endorses the party's presumptive nominee and said: "Of course I'll be at the meeting."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    


    



Sen. John Thune, the GOP whip who is vying to replace McConnell as leader, told The Associated Press that he was interested in hearing from Trump about the fall election. "I think there's an opportunity there to really make this a big win," he said.

As democracies around the world come under threat from a far-rightward shift, experts warn that the U.S. system, once seemingly immune from authoritarian impulses, is at risk of populist and extremist forces like those that Trump inspired to sack the Capitol.

"This is just another example of House Republicans bending the knee to Donald Trump," said Rep. Pete Aguilar of California, the chairman of the House Democratic caucus.

    



Making Jan. 6 a cornerstone of his reelection campaign, Trump celebrates those who stormed the Capitol as "warriors" and "patriots," and he has vowed to pardon any number of the more than 1,300 America convicted of crimes for the assault on the seat of U.S. democracy.

Moreover, Trump has vowed to seek retribution by ousting officials at the U.S. Justice Department, which is prosecuting him in a four-count indictment to overturn the election ahead of the Jan. 6 attack and another case over storing classified documents at his Mar-A-Largo home.

Republicans, particularly in the House but increasingly in the Senate, are vigorously following his lead, complaining of an unfair justice system. Alongside Trump, the House and Senate GOP campaign arms scored some of their highest fundraising periods yet after a jury found him guilty in the New York hush money case. 

When former GOP Speaker Paul Ryan on Fox News reiterated this week that he wouldn't be voting for Trump and wished Republicans had another choice for president, he was immediately ostracized by Trump allies.

"Paul Ryan, you're a piece of garbage," said Rep. Troy Nehls, R-Texas. "We should kick you out of the party."

Of the Republicans who voted to impeach Trump over Jan. 6 and convict him on the charge of inciting the insurrection, only a few remain in office.

Sen. Susan Collins, R-Maine, and Sen. Lisa Murkowski, R-Alaska, were not expected to attend Thursday's closed-door session with Trump. But Sen. Mitt Romney, R-Utah, had a change of plans and will now join.

Also Sen. Bill Cassidy, R-La., said he would likely join the Trump meeting at GOP senators' campaign headquarters, expecting "he's going to be the next president, so you have to work" together.

Asked if he was concerned about the direction of the Trump Republican Party, Cassidy: "Let the day's own troubles be sufficient for the day. You can fill yourself up with anxiety about tomorrow, but will it change a thing? No."

Sen. Thom Tillis, R-N.C., who confronted Trump at times but did not join in the vote to convict him in the Capitol attack, said he did not expect the meeting to be contentious as Republicans hope to seize the Senate majority this fall.

"Look, we've got to win. And our ability to get a majority in the Senate is intrinsically linked to Trump winning. So we're like, one team, one vision. And I think that will be largely what we talk about," Tillis said.

___

Associated Press writers Jill Colvin, Farnoush Amiri, Kevin Freking, Mary Clare Jalonick and Stephen Groves contributed to this report.
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                                        MOSCOW (AP) -- U.S. journalist Evan Gershkovich, who has been jailed for over a year in Russia on espionage charges, will stand trial in the Ural Mountains city of Yekaterinburg, where he was detained, authorities said Thursday. 
An indictment of The Wall Street Journal reporter has been finalized and his case was filed to the Sverdlovsky Regional Court in the city about 1,400 kilometers (870 miles) east of Moscow, according to Russia's Prosecutor General's office.
Gershkovich, 32, is accused of "gathering secret information" on orders from the CIA about Uralvagonzavod, a facility in the Sverdlovsk region that produces and repairs military equipment, the Prosecutor General's office said in a statement, revealing for the first time the details of the accusations against him.
The officials didn't provide any evidence to back up the accusations. There was no word on when the trial would begin.

    
        
    

    


The Biden administration has sought to negotiate his release, but Russia's Foreign Ministry said Moscow would consider a prisoner swap only after a verdict in his trial.
Gershkovich was detained while on a reporting trip to Yekaterinburg in March 2023 and accused of spying for the United States. The reporter, his employer and the U.S. government denied the allegations, and Washington designated him as wrongfully detained.
The Federal Security Service, or FSB, alleged at the time he was acting on U.S. orders to collect state secrets but also provided no evidence.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Russia's latest move toward a sham trial is, while expected, deeply disappointing and still no less outrageous," according to a statement by Almar Latour, Dow Jones CEO and publisher of the Journal, and Emma Tucker, the Journal's editor in chief. 
They added that the charges against Gershkovich were "false and baseless."
"The Russian regime's smearing of Evan is repugnant, disgusting and based on calculated and transparent lies. Journalism is not a crime. Evan's case is an assault on free press," the statement said. "We had hoped to avoid this moment and now expect the U.S. government to redouble efforts to get Evan released."

    


Uralvagonzavod, a state tank and railroad car factory in the city of Nizhny Tagil about 100 kilometers (60 miles) north of Yekaterinburg, became known in 2011-12 as a bedrock of support for President Vladimir Putin.
Plant foreman Igor Kholmanskih appeared on Putin's annual phone-in program in December 2011 and denounced mass protests occurring in Moscow at the time as a threat to "stability," proposing that he and his colleagues travel to the capital to help suppress the unrest. A week later, Putin appointed Kholmanskikh to be his envoy in the region. 
Putin has said he believed a deal could be reached to free Gershkovich, hinting he would be open to swapping him for a Russian national imprisoned in Germany, which appeared to be Vadim Krasikov. He was serving a life sentence for the 2019 killing in Berlin of a Georgian citizen of Chechen descent.
Asked last week by The Associated Press about Gershkovich, Putin said the U.S. is "taking energetic steps" to secure his release. He told international news agencies in St. Petersburg that any such releases "aren't decided via mass media" but through a "discreet, calm and professional approach."

    


"And they certainly should be decided only on the basis of reciprocity," he added in an allusion to a potential prisoner swap.
Gershkovich faces up to 20 years in prison if convicted. 
He was the first U.S. journalist taken into custody on espionage charges since Nicholas Daniloff in 1986 at the height of the Cold War. Gershkovich's arrest shocked foreign journalists in Russia, even though the country had enacted increasingly repressive laws on freedom of speech after sending troops into Ukraine.
The son of Soviet emigres who settled in New Jersey, Gershkovich was fluent in Russian and moved to the country in 2017 to work for The Moscow Times newspaper before being hired by the Journal in 2022.
Since his arrest, Gershkovich has been held at Moscow's Lefortovo Prison, a notorious czarist-era prison used during Josef Stalin's purges, when executions were carried out in its basement.

    


U.S. Ambassador Lynne Tracy, who regularly visited Gershkovich in prison and attended his court hearings, has called the charges against him "fiction" and said that Russia is "using American citizens as pawns to achieve political ends."
Since sending troops to Ukraine, Russian authorities have detained several U.S. nationals and other Westerners, seemingly bolstering that idea.
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G7 summit opens with deal to use Russian assets for Ukraine as EU's traditional powers recalibrate
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            Ukraine President Zelenskyy welcomed by Italy PM Meloni as he joins G7 meeting

        
        
            Volodymyr Zelenskyy was welcomed by the summit host, Premier Giorgia Meloni, at Borgo Egnazia, a luxury resort in the Puglia region. Ahead of the start of their summit, G7 leaders reached an agreement on a U.S. proposal to back a $50 billion loan to Ukraine using frozen Russian assets as collateral, giving Kyiv a strong show of support.
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[image: U.S. President Joe Biden, right, is welcomed by Italian Premier Giorgia Meloni at a G7 world leaders summit at Borgo Egnazia, southern Italy, Thursday, June 13, 2024. (Christopher Furlong/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak, left, is welcomed by Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni during a G7 world leaders summit at Borgo Egnazia, southern Italy, Thursday, June 13, 2024. (Christopher Furlong/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: Italian Premier Giorgia Meloni gives the thumbs up as she welcomes leaders during a G7 world leaders summit at Borgo Egnazia, southern Italy, Thursday, June 13, 2024. (Christopher Furlong/Pool Photo via AP)]
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                                        BORGO EGNAZIA, Italy (AP) -- A Group of Seven summit opened Thursday with agreement reached on a U.S. proposal to back a $50 billion loan to Ukraine using frozen Russian assets as collateral, giving Kyiv a strong show of support even as Europe's political chessboard shifts to the right.
Italian Premier Giorgia Meloni welcomed the heads of state of the G7 leading industrialized nations to a luxury resort in southern Italy, saying she wanted the message of the meeting to be one of dialogue with the global south and unity.
She likened the G7 to the ancient olive trees that are a symbol of the Puglia region, "with their solid roots, and branches projected toward the future."
Beyond discussions on Ukraine, the war in Gaza and China's industrial policy, Pope Francis will become the first pope to address a G7 summit, adding a dash of celebrity and moral authority to the annual gathering. He'll be speaking Friday about the promises and perils of artificial intelligence, but is expected to also renew his appeal for a peaceful end to Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine and the Israel-Hamas war in Gaza.

    


The G7 includes Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the United Kingdom and the United States. Italy, which is hosting the summit, has invited several African leaders -- Algerian President Abdelmadjid Tebboune, Kenyan President William Ruto and Tunisian President Kis Saied -- to press Meloni's development and migration initiatives on the continent. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Other guests include Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, fresh off his own election, and Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan.
With Biden, U.K. Prime Minister Rishi Sunak and now French President Emmanuel Macron facing elections in the coming months, pressure was on the G7 to get done what it can while the status quo lasts.

    


Frozen Russian assets to support Ukraine
The U.S. proposal involves engineering a $50 billion loan to help Ukraine in its fight against Russia that would use interest earned on profits from Russia's frozen central bank assets, most of them held in the European Union, as collateral. 
A French official, briefing reporters Wednesday, said a political decision by the leaders had been reached but that technical and legal details of the mechanism to tap into the assets still had to be worked out. The issue is complicated because if the Russian assets one day are unfrozen -- say if the war ends -- then the windfall profits will no longer be able to be used to pay off the loan, requiring a burden-sharing arrangement with other countries.
Zelenskyy listed the asset deal as one of many arrangements he hoped to see finalized during the summit, including a bilateral security agreement with the U.S.




"I am grateful to our partners for their belief in us and our victory," he said in a post on social media platform X.
Sunak, for his part, announced up to 242 million pounds (286 million euros or $310 million) in nonmilitary aid to Ukraine and a new round of sanctions against suppliers of munitions and other aid to Russia's military located in China, Israel, Kyrgyzstan and Turkey. Washington also sent strong signals of support, with widened sanctions against Russia to target Chinese companies that are helping its war machine. 

    


Europe's new political chessboard
Meloni goes into the meeting fortified at home and abroad after her far-right party had an even stronger showing in the European Parliament election than in the national general election in 2022 that made her Italy's first female premier. Known for its revolving-door governments, Italy is now in the unusual position of being the most stable power in the EU.
The leaders of the G7's two other EU members, Germany and France, didn't fare nearly as well, rattled after hard-right parties made strong showings in the vote. Macron called a snap election and German Chancellor Olaf Scholz saw his Social Democrats finish behind mainstream conservatives and the far-right Alternative for Germany.
As a result, Meloni is likely to be able to steer the three-day meeting to her key priority items as she further cements her role on the world stage, analysts said. One sign of her flexed far-right muscles: Meloni's office denied media reports that Italy was trying to water down language about access to abortion in the final communique.

    


A French official, speaking anonymously in line with Macron's office's customary practices, said there were diverging views with Italian negotiators on some topics, including on sexual and reproductive health and vaccines.
Italian Foreign Minister Antonio Tajani confirmed abortion was being addressed, but said discussions were continuing.
"While it's unlikely the recent results will radically shift the focus of the upcoming G7 summit, this electoral win offers Premier Meloni additional leverage to frame this as an essentially 'Mediterranean Summit,'" said Nick O'Connell, deputy director of the Atlantic Council.

    


That includes pushing her migration agenda as Meloni seeks to leverage her program for a nonexploitative relationship with Africa to boost development while curbing illegal migration to Europe.
The pope and artificial intelligence
Pope Francis has called for an international treaty to ensure AI is developed and used ethically, acknowledging the promise it offers but emphasizing the grave and existential threats it poses.
He'll bring that campaign to the world's industrialized countries as wars are raging across multiple fronts. One of his greatest concerns has been on the use of AI in the armaments sector. But Francis is also concerned about what AI means for the poorest and weakest in daily life: technology that could determine the reliability of an applicant for a mortgage, the right of a migrant to receive political asylum or the chance of reoffending by someone previously convicted of a crime.
It's happening where?
The G7 summit is taking place in a sprawling luxury resort that's something of a theater set, a faux town made to resemble one of Puglia's medieval white-stone hamlets but that actually only dates from 2010.
Located next to an actual archaeological park, Borgo Egnazia features narrow streets, villas, restaurants and a town square complete with a clocktower. A favorite of celebrities, it was sealed off to outsiders for the duration of the summit.
No such five-star accommodations await the 2,000-plus police and Carabinieri forces who have been brought in to provide security. Authorities on Wednesday sequestered the decommissioned cruise ship that had been housing them in Brindisi's port, after the police union complained about unacceptable hygienic conditions on board.
As with any G7, an assortment of anti-global, anti-war and climate activists are staging protests around the summit venue, but far from where the leaders are meeting. One group is staging a "dinner for the poor" on Friday night calling for "peace, the rights of peoples and against the Big 7 who claim to decide the destiny of the world and our planet."
___
Nicole Winfield reported from Bari. Associated Press writers Angela Charlton and Sylvie Corbet contributed to this report from Paris.
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Report says unsecured tanker hatch spilled out gas in crash that destroyed I-95 bridge in Philly

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Crews work at the site of a collapsed section of Interstate 95 in Philadelphia, June 14, 2023. A new report, made public on Wednesday, June 12, 2024, by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, details the events leading up to the crash of the gasoline delivery truck that ultimately destroyed the bridge. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)]
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                                        HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) -- Gasoline spilled out from an unsecured hatch on the top of the gasoline delivery tanker that overturned and ignited beneath an Interstate 95 bridge in Philadelphia a year ago, according to new details from federal investigators.
Video evidence obtained by investigators shows the cover to the 16-inch "manhole" was open when driver Nathan Moody arrived at a Wilmington, Delaware, terminal to refill the tank and it was still not properly secured when he drove away to deliver it to a convenience store in Philadelphia, about 42 miles (68 kilometers) away. The crash killed Moody and disrupted transportation along a vital interstate for weeks.
A "origin and cause" report by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives issued in September but made public late Wednesday said the "combined opinion" of its investigators is "that the fire most likely originated when gasoline escaped" from the open manhole as the trailer overturned and nearly 2,500 gallons (9,460 liters) of mixed gasoline and ethanol began to spill out from a section of the tank and ignite.

    


The findings shed new light on the June 11, 2023, early morning crash that destroyed the bridge beyond repair and shut down the highly traveled north-south artery in both directions for a couple weeks until an interim patch that made use of lightweight glass nuggets was in place. A permanent bridge opened to traffic in November and the highway returned to normal operations last month. 




The ATF report was included in a set of investigative materials released by the National Transportation Safety Board as it looks into the cause of the explosion. The NTSB's final report could be a year away. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

An NTSB "human performance" report said the truck rolled over as it negotiated an off-ramp at what appeared in surveillance video from a nearby building to be a high rate of speed.

    


"Video footage of the truck at his previous stop indicated that the truck driver neglected to close the manhole cover at the top of the tank before driving away," the NTSB said.
The ATF said it is also possible the aluminum tank ruptured or vapor recovery elements were damaged, releasing gasoline or vapors, or that the vehicle's diesel gas tanks ruptured, or a combination of factors.
Moody's cousin, Isaac Moody, a truck driver himself, said Thursday he was unaware of the tanker manhole cover issue but knew Nathan to be a safety conscious driver who stayed up on regulations and training requirements.
"It's so easy for them to throw the blame on the trucker in almost every accident that happens," Isaac Moody said in a phone interview. "As soon as a trucker cannot defend themselves, they find all kinds of stuff."
An NTSB interview with Philadelphia Battalion Chief Theodore Quedenfeld said that early on, firefighters faced "a lot of fire coming out of the storm sewers from the runoff" and that eventually multiple manhole covers from storm sewers became projectiles, flying into the air from the pressure of exploding gasoline.
Firefighters had to shut down their lines for a time because they could not say for sure whether any of the storm sewers were feeding branches that would go toward a water treatment plant, he said. 

    


There were "dozens, dozens" of explosions, he said.
"It seemed like you would get an explosion and then it would kind of snuff itself out, but the heat would, you know, cause it to reignite as soon as it got a little oxygen," Quedenfeld told the NTSB.
Philadelphia Fire Capt. Cary Boyd told the NTSB when his team first arrived on the scene "every square foot of that underpass was nothing but flame."
Later, Boyd said, "the manhole covers were popping and they were big manholes, they're not the little ones. So there was a tremendous amount of pressure there."
The NTSB documents also included a two-page policy issued in 2022 by trucking firm Penn Tank Lines Inc. of Chester Springs, Pennsylvania, that mandated pre-trip inspections of tanker manhole covers by truck drivers. That policy described the manhole covers as devices that will form a seal in case of a vehicle rollover and noted an incident a year earlier in which a cover had been left unsecured, "allowing leakage and causing an environmental spill."

    


Moody, 53, who lived in Willow Grove, Pennsylvania, was an owner-operator with a commercial driver's license since 2003, investigators said. He leased his truck to TK Transport Inc. of Pennsauken, New Jersey, which has been a Penn Tank Lines affiliate since 2001. Phone messages were left Wednesday and Thursday seeking comment from TK Transport, Penn Tank Lines and executives with the companies. 
The section of I-95 carried about 160,000 vehicles daily before the crash. 
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Stalled cars in flooded streets left South Florida looking like a scene from a zombie movie

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A tropical disturbance brings a rare flash flood emergency to Miami and much of southern Florida
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    [image: Two women react as they see flooding on their street, Thursday, June 13, 2024, in North Miami, Fla. A tropical disturbance has brought a rare flash flood emergency to much of southern Florida. Floridians prepared to weather more heavy rainfall on Thursday and Friday. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 5 | Two women react as they see flooding on their street, Thursday, June 13, 2024, in North Miami, Fla. A tropical disturbance has brought a rare flash flood emergency to much of southern Florida. Floridians prepared to weather more heavy rainfall on Thursday and Friday. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)
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Two women react as they see flooding on their street, Thursday, June 13, 2024, in North Miami, Fla. A tropical disturbance has brought a rare flash flood emergency to much of southern Florida. Floridians prepared to weather more heavy rainfall on Thursday and Friday. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)
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[image: A man walks on a flooded street on his way to work, Thursday, June 13, 2024, in North Miami, Fla. A tropical disturbance has brought a rare flash flood emergency to much of southern Florida. Floridians prepared to weather more heavy rainfall on Thursday and Friday. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)]
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[image: Mike Viesel and his dog Humi, wait in his flooded car for a tow truck after the car stalled on Taft Street due to heavy rain flooding the neighborhood on Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Hollywood, Fla. The annual rainy season has arrived with a wallop in much of Florida, where a disorganized disturbance of tropical weather from the Gulf of Mexico has caused street flooding and triggered tornado watches but so far has not caused major damage or injuries. (Matias J. Ocner/Miami Herald via AP)]
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 5
Mike Viesel and his dog Humi, wait in his flooded car for a tow truck after the car stalled on Taft Street due to heavy rain flooding the neighborhood on Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Hollywood, Fla. The annual rainy season has arrived with a wallop in much of Florida, where a disorganized disturbance of tropical weather from the Gulf of Mexico has caused street flooding and triggered tornado watches but so far has not caused major damage or injuries. (Matias J. Ocner/Miami Herald via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A woman walks with her belongings on a flooded street, Thursday, June 13, 2024, in North Miami, Fla. Over 20 inches of rain fell over two days was in North Miami. A tropical disturbance has brought a rare flash flood emergency to much of southern Florida. Floridians prepared to weather more heavy rainfall on Thursday and Friday. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 5 | A woman walks with her belongings on a flooded street, Thursday, June 13, 2024, in North Miami, Fla. Over 20 inches of rain fell over two days was in North Miami. A tropical disturbance has brought a rare flash flood emergency to much of southern Florida. Floridians prepared to weather more heavy rainfall on Thursday and Friday. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)
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A woman walks with her belongings on a flooded street, Thursday, June 13, 2024, in North Miami, Fla. Over 20 inches of rain fell over two days was in North Miami. A tropical disturbance has brought a rare flash flood emergency to much of southern Florida. Floridians prepared to weather more heavy rainfall on Thursday and Friday. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Francisco Lopez stands near the flooded parking lot of his apartment building, Thursday, June 13, 2024, in Hallandale, Fla. A tropical disturbance has brought a rare flash flood emergency to much of southern Florida. Floridians prepared to weather more heavy rainfall on Thursday and Friday. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)]
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                                        FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. (AP) -- A tropical disturbance that brought a rare flash flood emergency to much of southern Florida delayed flights at two of the state's largest airports and left vehicles waterlogged and stalled in some of the region's lowest lying streets.
"Looked like the beginning of a zombie movie," said Ted Rico, a tow truck driver who spent much of Wednesday night and Thursday morning helping to clear the streets of stalled vehicles. "There's cars littered everywhere, on top of sidewalks, in the median, in the middle of the street, no lights on. Just craziness, you know. Abandoned cars everywhere."
Rico, of One Master Trucking Corp., was born and raised in Miami and said he was ready for the emergency. 
"You know when its coming," he said. "Every year it's just getting worse and for some reason people just keep going through the puddles."

    


Travelers across the area were trying to adjust their plans on Thursday morning. More than 20 inches (50 centimeters) of rain has fallen in some areas of South Florida since Tuesday, with more predicted over the next few days.
Ticket and security lines snaked around a domestic concourse at Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport just before noon Thursday. The travel boards showed about half of that terminal's flights had been canceled or postponed.
Bill Carlisle, a Navy petty officer first class, had spent his morning trying to catch a flight back to Norfolk, Virginia. He had arrived at Miami International Airport at about 6:30 a.m., but 90 minutes later he was still in line and realized he couldn't get his bags checked and through security in time to catch his flight.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It was a zoo," said Carlisle, a public affairs specialist. He was speaking for himself, not the Navy. "Nothing against the (airport) employees -- there is only so much they can do."
So he used his phone to book an afternoon flight out of Fort Lauderdale. He took a shuttle the 20 miles north, only to find that flight had been canceled. He was now heading back to Miami for a 9 p.m. flight, hoping it wouldn't get canceled by the heavy rains expected later in the day. He was resigned, not angry.





    


"Just a long day sitting in airports," Carlisle said. "This is kinda par for the course for government travel."
Wednesday's downpours and subsequent flooding blocked roads, floated vehicles and even delayed the Florida Panthers on their way to Stanley Cup games in Canada against the Edmonton Oilers.
The disorganized storm system was pushing across Florida from the Gulf of Mexico at roughly the same time as the early June start of hurricane season, which this year is forecast to be among the most active in recent memory amid concerns that climate change is increasing storm intensity.
The disturbance has not reached cyclone status and was given only a slight chance to form into a tropical system once it moves into the Atlantic Ocean after crossing Florida, according to the National Hurricane Center.
The National Weather Service in Miami noted in a post on the social media platform X early Thursday that a band of heavy rainfall was expected to fall over the region for a third day in a row. 

    


"Even a small duration of heavy rainfall could lead to more flash flooding!" the post said. 
Mayors in Fort Lauderdale and Hollywood declared a state of emergency for their cities on Wednesday afternoon. Later Wednesday, Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis also declared a state of emergency for five counties -- Broward and Miami-Dade on Florida's Atlantic coast and Collier, Lee and Sarasota counties on the state's west coast.
Miami-Dade County Mayor Daniella Levine Cava also issued a local state of emergency.
Farther north, the National Weather Service in Melbourne confirmed that an EF-1 tornado hit Hobe Sound on Florida's Atlantic Coast north of West Palm Beach on Wednesday morning. 
The winds knocked down multiple banyan trees and caused some damage to a store, Martin County Fire Rescue officials said. No injuries were reported, but access to wealthy Jupiter Island was cut off by debris on the road.

    


It's already been a wet and blustery week in Florida. In Miami, about 6 inches (15 centimeters) of rain fell Tuesday and 7 inches (17 centimeters) fell in Miami Beach, according to the National Weather Service. Hollywood got about 5 inches (12 centimeters).
More rain was forecast for the rest of the week, leading the weather service office in Miami to extend a flash flood watch through Thursday. Some places could see another 6 inches (15 centimeters) of rain.
The western side of the state, much of which has been in a prolonged drought, also got some major rainfall. Nearly 6.5 inches (16.5 centimeters) of rain fell Tuesday at Sarasota Bradenton International Airport, the weather service says, and flash flood warnings were in effect in those areas as well.
Forecasts predict an unusually busy hurricane season.

    


The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration estimates there is an 85% chance that the Atlantic hurricane season will be above average, predicting between 17 and 25 named storms in the coming months including up to 13 hurricanes and four major hurricanes. An average season has 14 named storms.
___
 Associated Press sports writer Stephen Whyno in Edmonton, Canada, and Curt Anderson in St. Petersburg, Florida, contributed to this story.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/rain-florida-flooding-hurricane-season-bb31b2d8ac01ee1300642ce674c6e61c
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Newtown High graduates told to honor 20 classmates killed as first-graders 'today and every day'

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The children who survived the 2012 shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown, Connecticut, will be graduating high school with mixed emotions. (AP Video by Noreen Nasir)
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    [image: Survivors of the 2012 Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting share their thoughts on high school graduation before a rally against gun violence on Friday, June 7, 2024 in Newtown, Conn. (AP Photo/Bryan Woolston)]
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[image: Members of Junior Newtown Action Alliance hold signs during a rally against gun violence on Friday, June 7, 2024 in Newtown, Conn. (AP Photo/Bryan Woolston)]
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[image: Emma Ehrens, a survivor of the 2012 Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting, hugs a family friend during a rally against gun violence on Friday, June 7, 2024 in Newtown, Conn. (AP Photo/Bryan Woolston)]
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[image: Emma Ehrens, center, a survivor of the 2012 Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting speaks as she stands with other survivors during a rally against gun violence on Friday, June 7, 2024 in Newtown, Conn. (AP Photo/Bryan Woolston)]
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[image: Survivors of the 2012 Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting hold signs during a rally against gun violence on Friday, June 7, 2024 in Newtown, Conn. (AP Photo/Bryan Woolston)]
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[image: Ella Seaver, a survivor of the 2012 Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting, attends a rally against gun violence on Friday, June 7, 2024 in Newtown, Conn. (AP Photo/Bryan Woolston)]
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Ella Seaver, a survivor of the 2012 Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting, attends a rally against gun violence on Friday, June 7, 2024 in Newtown, Conn. (AP Photo/Bryan Woolston)
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[image: Local residents join survivors of the 2012 Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting for a rally against gun violence on Friday, June 7, 2024, in Newtown, Conn. (AP Photo/Bryan Woolston)]
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[image: Local residents join survivors of the 2012 Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting for a rally against gun violence on Friday, June 7, 2024 in Newtown, Conn. (AP Photo/Bryan Woolston)]
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[image: Lilly Wasilnak, a survivor of the 2012 Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting, arrives at a rally against gun violence on Friday, June 7, 2024 in Newtown, Conn. (AP Photo/Bryan Woolston)]
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                                        NEWTOWN, Conn. (AP) -- It was an emotional graduation ceremony for high school seniors in Newtown, Connecticut, who observed a moment of silence for their 20 classmates who were shot to death at Sandy Hook Elementary School.
Principal Kimberly Longobucco read the names of the first graders who were killed on Dec. 14, 2012 along with six educators as the class of 2024 and their families looked on Wednesday, Hearst Connecticut Media reported.
"We remember them for their bravery, their kindness and their spirit," Longobucco said. "Let us strive to honor them today and every day." 
Newtown Schools Superintendent Chris Melillo told the 335 graduates, "Life is too short to do something that doesn't ignite your soul -- something that doesn't fill you with purpose and meaning. Never settle for anything less than what sets your heart afire."
About 60 of the Newtown High graduates attended Sandy Hook Elementary School and are survivors of one of the deadliest school shootings in U.S. history.

    


Wednesday's graduation ceremony was closed to the media except for two local news organizations.
Sandy Hook survivors who spoke to The Associated Press in advance of their graduation said their fallen classmates were in their thoughts.




"I am definitely going be feeling a lot of mixed emotions," said Emma Ehrens, 17. "I'm super excited to be, like, done with high school and moving on to the next chapter of my life. But I'm also so ... mournful, I guess, to have to be walking across that stage alone. ... I like to think that they'll be there with us and walking across that stage with us."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Some Sandy Hook survivors have spoken of their community as a "bubble" protecting them from the outside world.
Class salutatorian Grace Chiriatti said during the ceremony that part of her wishes that things could stay the same because of the "level of comfort we have" as graduating seniors.
"Everything seems so perfect surrounded by people I love... it's difficult to leave just as I have everything figured out," Chiriatti said. "But by starting something new we don't have to start over."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/newtown-sandy-hook-school-shooting-seniors-graduation-46936abdae4561d9ab7ea5d594ad43d5
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Shareholders are charting Tesla's future as voting on CEO Elon Musk's pay package comes to a head

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    If Tesla shareholders vote to approve Elon Musk's $44.9 billion pay package that was thrown out by a Delaware judge in January, it would almost guarantee he would remain at the company he grew to be the world leader in electric vehicles, shifting to AI and robotics including autonomous vehicles, which Musk says is Tesla's future.
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    [image: FILE - Tesla CEO Elon Musk leaves the Tesla Gigafactory for electric cars after a visit in Gruenheide near Berlin, Germany, March 13, 2024. If Tesla shareholders vote against restoring Elon Musk's $44.9 billion pay package that was tossed out by a Delaware judge, the CEO could deliver on threats to take artificial intelligence research to another firm, or even leave Tesla. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi, File)]
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[image: Men wearing Texas flag themed western shirts stand next to a Tesla Cybertruck at the Tesla Gigafactory, Thursday, June 13, 2024, in Austin, Texas. Tesla shareholders are charting the future of the electric vehicle company as they wrap up voting whether or not to restore CEO Elon Musk's massive pay package that was thrown out by a Delaware judge.(AP Photo/Eric Gay)]
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[image: Tesla's Gigafactory is seen, Thursday, June 13, 2024, in Austin, Texas. Tesla shareholders are charting the future of the electric vehicle company as they wrap up voting whether or not to restore CEO Elon Musk's massive pay package that was thrown out by a Delaware judge. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)]
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[image: Vehicles pass the Tesla Gigafactory, Thursday, June 13, 2024, in Austin, Texas. Tesla shareholders are charting the future of the electric vehicle company as they wrap up voting whether or not to restore CEO Elon Musk's massive pay package that was thrown out by a Delaware judge. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)]
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[image: Work continues on the Tesla Gigafactory, Thursday, June 13, 2024, in Austin, Texas. Tesla shareholders are charting the future of the electric vehicle company as they wrap up voting whether or not to restore CEO Elon Musk's massive pay package that was thrown out by a Delaware judge. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)]
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                                        DETROIT (AP) -- Tesla shareholders are charting the future of the electric vehicle company Thursday as they wrap up voting whether or not to restore CEO Elon Musk's massive pay package that was thrown out by a Delaware judge.
Shares of the company jumped Thursday after the company said in a regulatory filing that stockholders are voting to approve Musk's pay, valued around $44.9 billion, by a wide margin.
In a filing with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission on Thursday, Tesla published Musk's own posts late Wednesday on X, the social media platform he owns, with charts that appeared to show that shareholders were in favor of his compensation package, as well a measure to move Tesla's legal home from Delaware to Texas.
The company sought the votes after a Delaware judge threw out the pay package, worth $44.9 billion in January. Chancellor Kathaleen St. Jude McCormick determined that Tesla deceived shareholders when the pay package was approved in 2018, so Musk is not entitled to the landmark package, which climbed to nearly $56 billion before a stock slide this year.





    


Legal experts say that releasing vote totals while balloting is in progress could present problems for Tesla, and that may be why the company made the filing with the SEC, which is likely to look into the matter.
Shareholders can still cast votes online Thursday and in person Thursday afternoon at Tesla's annual shareholders meeting in Austin, Texas. They also can change previously cast votes.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Anytime you tell people you're winning, you're encouraging others to join you and those who oppose you to pull back," said Charles Elson, a retired professor and founder of the corporate governance center at the University of Delaware.
Erik Gordon, a law and business professor at the University of Michigan, said Musk's posts could draw legal scrutiny. "His post had better be accurate or else anyone who bought stock relying on it will have a securities law case against him," Gordon said in an email.

    


The SEC declined comment Thursday, and a message was left seeking comment from Tesla.
Elson said posting corporate proxy vote totals before the balloting ends is "highly unusual."
Social media posts by Musk have drawn scrutiny from the SEC before. He and Tesla were fined a total of $40 million for statements about funding to make Tesla a private company that Musk made on X's predecessor, Twitter, before he bought the social media platform.
Shares of Tesla shot up nearly 5% to $185.77 early Thursday. The stock is down about 25% this year.
If the pay package is approved, it would almost guarantee that Musk would remain at the company he grew to be the world leader in electric vehicles, shifting to AI and robotics including autonomous vehicles, which Musk says is Tesla's future.
But if shareholders were to vote against his pay, the CEO could deliver on threats to take artificial intelligence research to one of his other companies. Or he could even walk away from Tesla.
Even with approval, there would be uncertainty. Musk has threatened on X to develop AI elsewhere if he doesn't get a 25% stake in Tesla (He owns about 13% now). Musk's xAI recently received $6 billion in funding to develop artificial intelligence. 

    


According to Musk, early indications suggest that shareholders also back a move to relocate Tesla's legal home to Texas, and out of Delaware. 
The move is designed to escape from the Delaware court's oversight and possibly from McCormick's ruling. In a January opinion on a shareholder lawsuit, the judge determined that Musk controlled the Tesla board and is not entitled to the landmark pay package.
Multiple institutional investors have come out against that sizeable payout, some citing falling vehicle sales, price cuts and the tumbling Tesla stock price. But Tesla's top five institutional shareholders, Vanguard, BlackRock, State Street, Geode Capital, and Capital Research either said they don't announce their votes or wouldn't comment. They control about 17% of the votes. 
One institutional investor who came out against the package is California's State Teachers Retirement System. The large pension fund said Tuesday that it would vote against Musk's pay "based on its sheer magnitude, and because the award would be extremely dilutive to shareholders. We also have concerns with the lack of focus on profitability for the company."

    


In May, two big shareholder advisory firms, ISS and Glass Lewis, recommended voting against the package. 
But Tesla and Musk have unleashed a furious lobbying effort to get the package approved, in posts on X, television appearances and in proxy filings with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission.
Tesla Chairwoman Robyn Denholm, in a letter to shareholders, wrote that the package was approved by 73% of the vote six years ago. "Because the Delaware Court second-guessed your decision, Elon has not been paid for any of his work for Tesla for the past six years that has helped to generate significant growth and stockholder value. That strikes us -- and the many stockholders from whom we already have heard -- as fundamentally unfair, and inconsistent with the will of the stockholders who voted for it," she wrote.

    


Tesla has said the 2018 award incentivized Musk to create over $735 billion in value for shareholders in the six years since it was approved.
If Tesla finalizes the vote on moving the company's legal home to Texas before the vote on Musk's pay package, and it manages to file the paperwork in Austin and get approval of the move, then the effect of the Delaware court ruling could be in doubt. Reapproval of the pay package would then be done as a Texas corporation and could fall under the purview of Texas courts.
Anticipating a quick move by Tesla, lawyers for the shareholder who filed the lawsuit seeking to block Musk's pay deal, Richard Tornetta, filed motions in Delaware last month seeking an order stopping Tesla from trying to move the case. Tesla responded in letters to the judge that there is no cause for such concerns because they won't seek a move. Besides, Tesla would still be a Delaware corporation at the time of this week's shareholder vote, they wrote.
In an order denying Tornetta's motions, Chancellor McCormick wrote that she interprets Tesla's letters to mean it has no intention of relocating the case to Texas. "The defendants' statements give me great comfort," she wrote.
Eric Talley, a Columbia University law professor, said the lawyers are unlikely to try to move the case because their livelihood is handling business cases in Delaware courts.
But it's also possible that the unpredictable Musk could change lawyers.
McCormick, Talley said, is telling the lawyers "OK, I'm going to believe you, but I'm going to be really irritated if this is a big send up for these things that you said you're not going to do."
Talley, who also is a Tesla shareholder and said at present he plans to vote against Musk's pay, expects Tesla to follow through with appealing McCormick's ruling to the Delaware Supreme Court.
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[image: Atlanta Falcons quarterback Kirk Cousins is shwon during a mandatory minicamp NFL football practice Tuesday, June 11, 2024, in Flowery Branch, Ga. (AP Photo/John Bazemore)]
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                                        The Atlanta Falcons were stripped of a fifth-round pick in next year's draft on Thursday for violating the NFL's anti-tampering rules prior to signing quarterback Kirk Cousins, wide receiver Darnell Mooney and tight end Charlie Woerner in free agency in March.
The NFL also fined the team $250,000, while general manager Terry Fontenot has been fined $50,000.
The Falcons and Cousins agreed on a four-year, $180 million contract with $100 million guaranteed shortly after the league's 52-hour legal tampering window opened on March 11. Woerner agreed on a $12 million, three-year deal later that day and Mooney agreed on a $39 million, three-year deal a day later.
The league didn't penalize the Philadelphia Eagles for having impermissible contact with running back Saquon Barkley, saying its investigation "did not discover sufficient evidence to support a finding that the anti-tampering policy was violated."

    


It's normal for teams and players to reach agreements quickly and there were other players who agreed to deals even before Cousins. But Cousins' comments at his introductory news conference raised questions that led to the NFL's investigation.




Cousins, who is returning from a torn right Achilles tendon that ended his 2023 season after eight games, indicated he spoke to the team's medical staff before they were permitted to have contact.
"There's great people here," Cousins said. "And it's not just the football team. I mean, I'm looking at the support staff. Meeting -- calling, yesterday, calling our head athletic trainer, talking to our head of PR. I'm thinking, we got good people here. And that's exciting to be a part of."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Teams are allowed to talk directly with agents -- but not the players -- during that two-day negotiation period unless the player represents himself.
"While the policy permits clubs to engage with and negotiate all aspects of an NFL player contract with the certified agent of any prospective unrestricted free agent during the two-day negotiating period, any direct contact between the player and an employee or representative of the club is prohibited," the league said in a statement. "This includes discussion of travel arrangements or other logistical matters, which the club acknowledges took place with regard to these three players."

    


Barkley bolted the New York Giants for division rival Philadelphia, agreeing on a three-year, $37.75 million deal with $26 million guaranteed, a couple hours into the legal tampering period. Comments by Penn State coach James Franklin sparked the league's investigation.
Franklin, who coached Barkley for three seasons, indicated that Eagles general manager Howie Roseman and Barkley had a phone conversation.
"For him now to come back and be able to play within the state in Philadelphia, (Barkley) said that was one of the first things Howie (Roseman) said to him on the phone as part of his sales pitch to him," Franklin said. "Not only the Philadelphia Eagles but obviously the connection with Penn State and the fan bases as well."

    


The league says it reviewed phone logs, text messages and other documents related to Philadelphia's free agency strategy and decision to sign Barkley. The NFL also interviewed several members of the organization, including Roseman and coach Nick Sirianni, along with Barkley and Franklin.
"As with every review, should new evidence be uncovered, the league may reopen the investigation," the NFL's statement said.
The league has cracked down on tampering in the past with the Miami Dolphins receiving the most severe penalty in 2022.
The Dolphins forfeited a first-round pick and a third-round selection for tampering with Tom Brady and coach Sean Payton. Dolphins owner Stephen Ross also received a suspension and was fined $1.5 million and executive Bruce Beal was fined $500,000.
In 2016, the Kansas City Chiefs forfeited third and sixth-round picks for tampering with wide receiver Jeremy Maclin. The team was also fined $250,000 while coach Andy Reid was fined $75,000, and then-general manager John Dorsey was fined $25,000.
The New York Jets were fined $100,000 in 2015 for tampering with New England Patriots cornerback Darrelle Revis before signing him.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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Live updates: Supreme Court preserves access to abortion pill mifepristone

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The Supreme Court has preserved access to a medication that was used in nearly two-thirds of all abortions in the U.S. last year.
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    [image: Israeli soldiers work on their tank near the Israel-Gaza border in southern Israel, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)]
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[image: Palestinian medics treat a child wounded youth in the Israeli bombardment on a residential building owned by the Jabr family in the Bureij refugee camp, at al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir al Balah, central Gaza Strip, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Saher Alghorra)]
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[image: A Palestinian child wounded in an Israeli bombardment on a residential building owned by the Jabr family in Bureij refugee camp, is brought to al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir al Balah, central Gaza Strip, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Saher Alghorra)]
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[image: A column of Israeli military vehicles leave the Gaza Strip, as seen from southern Israel, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)]
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[image: An Israeli flag flutters next to a fire burning in an area near the border with Lebanon, northern Israel in Safed, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. Scores of rockets were fired from Lebanon toward northern Israel on Wednesday morning, hours after Israeli airstrikes killed four officials from the militant Hezbollah group including a senior military commander. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: An Israeli firefighter works to extinguish a fire burning in an area near the border with Lebanon, in Safed, northern Israel, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. Scores of rockets were fired from Lebanon toward northern Israel on Wednesday morning, hours after Israeli airstrikes killed four officials from the militant Hezbollah group including a senior military commander. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: A plane uses a fire retardant to extinguish a fire burning in an area near the border with Lebanon, in Safed, northern Israel, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. Scores of rockets were fired from Lebanon toward northern Israel on Wednesday morning, hours after Israeli airstrikes killed four officials from the militant Hezbollah group including a senior military commander. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: Palestinian medics treat a child wounded youth in the Israeli bombardment on a residential building owned by the Jabr family in the Bureij refugee camp, at al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir al Balah, central Gaza Strip, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Saher Alghorra)]
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Palestinian medics treat a child wounded youth in the Israeli bombardment on a residential building owned by the Jabr family in the Bureij refugee camp, at al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir al Balah, central Gaza Strip, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Saher Alghorra)
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[image: A Palestinian child wounded in an Israeli bombardment on a residential building owned by the Jabr family in Bureij refugee camp, is brought to al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir al Balah, central Gaza Strip, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Saher Alghorra)]
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[image: A column of Israeli military vehicles leave the Gaza Strip, as seen from southern Israel, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)]
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[image: An Israeli flag flutters next to a fire burning in an area near the border with Lebanon, northern Israel in Safed, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. Scores of rockets were fired from Lebanon toward northern Israel on Wednesday morning, hours after Israeli airstrikes killed four officials from the militant Hezbollah group including a senior military commander. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: An Israeli firefighter works to extinguish a fire burning in an area near the border with Lebanon, in Safed, northern Israel, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. Scores of rockets were fired from Lebanon toward northern Israel on Wednesday morning, hours after Israeli airstrikes killed four officials from the militant Hezbollah group including a senior military commander. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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                                        U.S. national security adviser Jake Sullivan on Thursday pushed back against assertions that Israel isn't fully committed to the cease-fire proposal with Hamas outlined by U.S. President Joe Biden.
"Israel has supplied this proposal. It has been sitting on the table for some time. Israel has not contradicted or walked that back," Sullivan said Thursday in Italy, where Biden was set to attend the annual Group of Seven leaders' summit. "To this day they stand behind the proposal."
"I don't think that there is a contradiction in the Israeli position," Sullivan added.
Sullivan reiterated that Hamas had responded by offering an amended proposal and he said the goal is "to figure out how we work to bridge the remaining gaps and get to a deal."
Hamas requested numerous changes this week to a U.S.-backed proposal, saying its "amendments" aim to guarantee a permanent cease-fire and complete Israeli troop withdrawal from Gaza. The cease-fire proposal announced by Biden includes those provisions, but Hamas has expressed wariness whether Israel will implement the terms. 

    


Israel's war against Hamas in Gaza has killed more than 37,100 people, according to Gaza's Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between combatants and civilians in its count. Palestinians are facing widespread hunger because the war has largely cut off the flow of food, medicine and other supplies. U.N. agencies say over 1 million in Gaza could experience the highest level of starvation by mid-July. 




Israel launched the war after Hamas' Oct. 7 attack, in which militants stormed into southern Israel, killed some 1,200 people -- mostly civilians -- and abducted about 250.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Currently:
-- What are the main sticking points in the cease-fire talks between Israel and Hamas?
-- Israelis and Palestinians are hopeful but cautious over the latest cease-fire plan.
-- Report by UN-backed experts cites crimes by Israeli forces and Palestinian militants starting 0ct. 7.

    


-- Israel-Hamas war roils a congressional race outside New York City, testing Democrats in pivotal clash.
-- Suspected attack by Yemen's Houthi rebels sees missiles strike ship in Gulf of Aden, sparking blaze
-- Hezbollah vows to intensify attacks against Israel after an airstrike kills a senior commander.
Follow AP's coverage of the war in Gaza at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
Here's the latest:
Spain and Turkey urge international community to act to stop the war in Gaza
MADRID -- Spain and Turkey called on the international community to take action to end the eight-month war between Israel and Hamas in Gaza.
At a bilateral trade summit in Madrid on Thursday, the two NATO members reiterated calls to halt the fighting and deliver more aid to Palestinians enduring a humanitarian crisis in the war-ravaged territory.
"For too long the international community has looked the other way," Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez said at a news conference. "It has thought that without resolving this conflict we could live in peace and stability. What has happened during these eight months has opened the eyes of the world."
Sanchez also demanded the release of hostages held by Hamas.

    


Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan urged the United States and the other U.N. Security Council members to lobby Israel. On Monday, the Security Council overwhelmingly approved its first resolution endorsing a cease-fire plan, but neither Israel nor Hamas has fully embraced it. 
Spain, Ireland and Norway formally recognized a Palestinian state on May 28. Turkey did so in 1988. Sanchez urged other countries to follow in their footsteps. 
Hezbollah attacks Israeli bases with rockets and drones in second day of retaliation for killing militant commander
BEIRUT -- The Lebanese militant group Hezbollah said Thursday it attacked six Israeli military posts and bases with rockets and explosive drones, in a second day of attacks on northern Israel in retaliation for killing one of the group's top commanders.
Cross-border attacks by Israel and Hezbollah have been taking place almost daily since the war in Gaza began in October. This week's escalation comes as some Israeli leaders have threatened all-out war to silence Hezbollah's rocket fire, which has displaced tens of thousands of Israelis, and as Iran-backed Hezbollah seeks to exert pressure in support of its Palestinian ally Hamas during back-and-forth negotiations over a cease-fire in Gaza.

    


Hezbollah said in a statement it fired rockets at the six Israeli posts Thursday and simultaneously launched explosive drones at three other posts, including a main intelligence division in northern Israel.
The Israeli military said approximately 45 projectiles, including rockets and drones, were launched toward the Galilee and Golan Heights areas.
Israel's Magen David Adom rescue service said two people were lightly injured from shrapnel in the Golan Heights.
The military said many of the projectiles were successfully intercepted by the Aerial Defense Array, without giving an exact breakdown, while others hit and caused brush fires. The military said it identified at least eight aerial targets -- referring to drones -- and six were intercepted.

    


Israel said its warplanes bombed infrastructure used by Hezbollah in several locations in southern Lebanon on Thursday.
Hezbollah fired more than 200 projectiles into Israel on Wednesday, according to the army, hours after an Israeli strike in southern Lebanon killed Taleb Sami Abdullah, the commander of the group's Nasr Unit in charge of parts of south Lebanon close to the Israeli border.
Hezbollah says it won't stop the attacks until there is a cease-fire in the Gaza Strip. The Arab world's most powerful paramilitary force has been striking deeper inside Israel in recent weeks, introducing new and more advanced weaponry.
Israeli airstrikes on Lebanon have killed over 400 people in the current round of fighting, most of them Hezbollah members, but the dead also include more than 70 civilians and non-combatants, and tens of thousands have been displaced from communities in the south. On the Israeli side, 15 soldiers and 10 civilians have been killed.
Iraq's top diplomat says he is concerned Israel might escalate military action in Lebanon
BAGHDAD -- Iraq's top diplomat expressed concerns Thursday that Israel might escalate its military operations in Lebanon with ripple effects that could reach his country.
"There are dangerous signs that there may be an attack on southern Lebanon and if this attack happens, it will affect the region and not just Lebanon," Iraqi Foreign Minister Fuad Hussein said after a meeting with acting Iranian Foreign Minister Ali Bagheri Kani in his first visit to Baghdad since taking the post. The two officials called for a cease-fire in Gaza.
Kani replaced former Foreign Minister Hossein Amirabdollahian, who died in a helicopter crash on May 19 along with Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi and a delegation of other officials.
Iranian-backed militias in Iraq have launched drone attacks on targets in Israel and on bases in Iraq and Syria housing U.S. troops since the outbreak of the war in Gaza, where Israeli forces are fighting against the Palestinian militant group Hamas. However, the most intense fighting outside of Gaza has been on the Lebanon-Israel border, where the Iranian-backed Lebanese militant group Hezbollah has been clashing with Israeli forces almost daily for more than eight months.
In recent weeks, those clashes have intensified, with fears of a further escalation. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said earlier this month that Israel is "prepared for very intense action" along its northern border with Lebanon. Should a wider conflict break out in Lebanon, the Iraqi militias are widely expected to join their ally, Hezbollah, in the fight.
US national security adviser says Israel stands behind cease-fire proposal
FASANO, Italy -- U.S. national security adviser Jake Sullivan on Thursday pushed back against assertions that Israel isn't fully committed to the cease-fire proposal with Hamas that President Joe Biden outlined in late May at the White House.
"Israel has supplied this proposal. It has been sitting on the table for some time. Israel has not contradicted or walked that back," Sullivan said Thursday in Italy, where Biden was set to attend the annual Group of Seven leaders' summit. "To this day they stand behind the proposal."
"I don't think that there is a contradiction in the Israeli position," Sullivan added.
Sullivan reiterated that Hamas had responded by offering an amended proposal and he said the goal is "to figure out how we work to bridge the remaining gaps and get to a deal."
"The goal is to try to bring this to a conclusion as rapidly as possible," he told reporters.
Voices of displaced Palestinians in Gaza: jaded hopes for a cease-fire despite war's bloody toll
DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip -- Weary after eight months of war, frustrated Palestinians displaced from their homes in Gaza said Wednesday they are cautiously hoping for a cease-fire. 
Some are more skeptical than others, as previous moments of optimism have been dashed by differences between Israel and Hamas.
"We are psychologically tired," said Etaf Abdel Bari, a displaced woman living in central Gaza's Deir al-Balah. "They negotiated a lot, to no avail? We are not a toy in their hands. Our sons, daughters, and families killed without a reason. For what?" 
More than 1 million people have fled Israel's invasion of the southern Gaza city Rafah, scattering across southern and central Gaza into new tent camps or crowding into schools and homes.
"Every day there is a truce, there is no truce. We want a solution. We want to return to our homes," said a displaced man, Salama Abu al-Qumbuz. "We are tired of this life, sleeping in the street, transporting water. Our lives have become very boring."
The United Nations says over one million people in Gaza face desperate hunger and don't have enough clean drinking water.
Other residents of Deir al-Balah took a more cynical view of the back-and-forth truce talks.
"I expect the war to continue. There are no negotiations," said Abu Jamil al-Maqadma. "The negotiations are false."
Blinken says some of Hamas' proposed changes to a cease-fire plan in Gaza are workable and some not
DOHA, Qatar -- U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said Wednesday that mediators would keep trying to close an elusive cease-fire deal after Hamas proposed numerous changes to a U.S.-backed plan, some of which he said were "workable" and some not.
The back-and-forth laid bare frustration over the difficulty of reaching an accord that can bring an end to eight months of war that has decimated Gaza, killed tens of thousands of Palestinians and left scores of Israeli hostages still languishing in militant captivity. Previous moments of optimism have been repeatedly dashed by the differences between the two sides.
The cease-fire proposal has global support but has not been fully embraced by Israel or Hamas. Blinken did not spell out what changes Hamas was seeking but he said the mediators -- Qatar, Egypt and the U.S. -- will keep trying to "close this deal." He put the onus on Hamas, accusing it of changing its demands.
"Hamas has proposed numerous changes to the proposal that was on the table. ... Some of the changes are workable. Some are not," Blinken told reporters in Qatar. "I believe that they (the differences) are bridgeable, but that doesn't mean they will be bridged because ultimately Hamas has to decide."
The Palestinian militant group says the "amendments" aim to guarantee a permanent cease-fire and complete Israeli troop withdrawal from Gaza. 
Those provisions are included in the proposal announced by U.S. President Joe Biden, but Hamas has expressed wariness whether Israel will implement the terms. And although the U.S. says Israel has accepted the proposal, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has given conflicting statements, saying Israel is still intent on its goal of destroying Hamas. 
The proposal's three-phase plan would begin with a six-week cease-fire and the release of some hostages in exchange for Palestinian prisoners. Israeli forces would withdraw from populated areas and Palestinian civilians would be allowed to return to their homes. Aid distribution would also increase.
At the same time, negotiations would start over the second phase, which is to bring "a permanent end to hostilities" and "full withdrawal" of Israeli troops from Gaza in exchange for the release of all remaining hostages.
A major hitch for both sides appears to be the negotiations for the second phase. Phase three would see the launch of a reconstruction plan for Gaza and the return of remains of deceased hostages.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/israel-hamas-mideast-latest-06-13-2024-5bcb90c93c6449d00a23383213dfcfbb
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The Latest: Italy hosts the Group of Seven summit with global conflicts on the agenda

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Leaders of the Group of Seven industrialized nations posed for a family photo in Bari, Italy on Thursday ahead of their annual summit. Italy is hosting the summit in the wake of the European Parliament election that saw a surge in support for the far right in places like G7 members France and Germany.
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    [image: German Chancellor Olaf Scholz arrives to a G7 world leaders summit at Borgo Egnazia, Italy, Thursday, June 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]
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[image: President Joe Biden arrives for the Partnership for global infrastructure and investment event at the G7 summit, Thursday, June 13, 2024, in Borgo Egnazia, Italy. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, left, is welcomed by Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni during a G7 world leaders summit at Borgo Egnazia, Italy, Thursday, June 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Domenico Stinellis)]
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[image: Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni, right, talks to Canada's Prime Minister Justin Trudeau as they attend the Partnership for global infrastructure and investment event at the G7 summit, Thursday, June 13, 2024, in Borgo Egnazia, Italy. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: U.S. President Joe Biden, center, shakes hands with Britain's Prime Minister Rishi Sunak, right, next to Japan's Prime Minister Fumio Kishida, second right, French President Emmanuel Macron, left, and Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni as they prepare for a group photo during a G7 world leaders summit at Borgo Egnazia, Italy, Thursday, June 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]
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[image: Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni participates in a working session at the G7, Thursday, June 13, 2024, in Borgo Egnazia, Italy. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, Pool)]
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[image: U.S. President Joe Biden, left, is welcomed by Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni during a G7 world leaders summit at Borgo Egnazia, Italy, Thursday, June 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]
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[image: U.S. President Joe Biden, right, is welcomed by Italian Premier Giorgia Meloni at a G7 world leaders summit at Borgo Egnazia, southern Italy, Thursday, June 13, 2024. (Christopher Furlong/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: French President Emmanuel Macron, left, listens to Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni in a working session with world leaders during a G7 summit at Borgo Egnazia, Italy, Thursday, June 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)]
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[image: Britain's Prime Minister Rishi Sunak, left, is welcomed by Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni during a G7 world leaders summit at Borgo Egnazia, Italy, Thursday, June 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]
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[image: Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy is flanked by Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni, right, upon his arrival at the G7, Thursday, June 13, 2024, in Borgo Egnazia, Italy. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: The site hosting the G7 summit, Thursday, June 13, 2024, in Borgo Egnazia, Italy. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: Prickly pear trees frame the entrance of the site hosting the G7 summit, Thursday, June 13, 2024, in Borgo Egnazia, Italy. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: Italian security force members take positions during a G7 summit at Borgo Egnazia, Italy, Thursday, June 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)]
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[image: A view of Borgo Egnazia luxury complex prior to a G7 world leaders summit at Borgo Egnazia, Italy, Thursday, June 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]
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[image: A view of Borgo Egnazia luxury complex prior to a G7 world leaders summit at Borgo Egnazia, Italy, Thursday, June 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]
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[image: Journalists arrive to Borgo Egnazia luxury complex prior to a G7 world leaders summit at Borgo Egnazia, Italy, Thursday, June 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]
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Journalists arrive to Borgo Egnazia luxury complex prior to a G7 world leaders summit at Borgo Egnazia, Italy, Thursday, June 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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[image: Workers give the last touch to the illumination set for the Patron Saint feast in Fasano, near Borgo Egnazia, southern Italy, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. A Group of Seven summit aiming to consolidate support for Ukraine opens Thursday under a vastly different political landscape than even a few days ago, after European Parliament elections jolted the leaders of France and Germany and emboldened Italian Premier Giorgia Meloni. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]
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[image: Journalists arrive to Borgo Egnazia luxury complex prior to a G7 world leaders summit at Borgo Egnazia, Italy, Thursday, June 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]
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Journalists arrive to Borgo Egnazia luxury complex prior to a G7 world leaders summit at Borgo Egnazia, Italy, Thursday, June 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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[image: An olive tree is seen at Borgo Egnazia luxury complex prior to a G7 world leaders summit at Borgo Egnazia, Italy, Thursday, June 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]
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[image: Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau arrives in Grottaglie, Italy, to attend the G7 Summit, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (Sean Kilpatrick/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Italian Carabinieri, paramilitary policemen, patrol at a roadblock near Borgo Egnazia, venue of the G7 summit in southern Italy, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. A Group of Seven summit aiming to consolidate support for Ukraine opens Thursday under a vastly different political landscape than even a few days ago, after European Parliament elections jolted the leaders of France and Germany and emboldened Italian Premier Giorgia Meloni. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]
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                                        BORGO EGNAZIA, Italy (AP) -- Italy is hosting the summit of the Group of Seven leading industrialized nations in the wake of the European Parliament election, which saw a surge in support for the far right in places like G7 members France and Germany.
Italian Premier Giorgia Meloni also leads a far-right party but continues to hew to the center, particularly on foreign policy, which has made her a reassuring transatlantic partner amid Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine and the Israel-Hamas war in Gaza.
The G7 summit through Saturday is focusing on global conflicts, the spread of artificial intelligence and on Africa issues, particularly Italy's longstanding concern about uncontrolled migration to Europe from the continent. Perennial issues such as climate change and China also will be discussed.
The G7 is an informal forum with an annual summit to discuss economic policy and security issues. The members are Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the United Kingdom and the United States.

    


Currently:
-- Italian Premier Meloni opens G7 summit with agreement to back a $50 billion loan to Ukraine




-- In Italy's Puglia region, women take the lead in challenging the local mafia at great personal risk
-- US pushes for Ukraine aid, united front against China's trade practices at G7 finance meeting
Here's the latest:
Scholz hails loan package as strong commitment to Ukraine
BERLIN -- German Chancellor Olaf Scholz has hailed as a "historic step" a deal by the Group of Seven leaders to lend $50 billion to Ukraine from the proceeds of frozen Russian assets.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Scholz called the deal "a very strong commitment" which also gives Ukrainians "the courage to do what is now necessary for them to defend their independence and sovereignty." 
He told reporters on the first day of the three-day G7 summit in Italy that the agreement is also "a clear signal to the Russian president that he cannot simply take advantage of a situation and hope that he will succeed in winning this war" because some countries supporting Ukraine are now facing fiscal problems. 

    


Scholz also said that the leaders at the summit endorsed U.S. President Joe Biden's peace plan for the war in the Middle East.
The German Chancellor said "now it is important that everyone implements it" and called on Hamas "to give the necessary approval so that this can now work."
Official says US, Europe agree details to clear way for Ukraine loan package
BORGO EGNAZIA, Italy -- The United States and European countries have agreed to lock up sanctioned Russian assets until Moscow pays reparations for invading Ukraine, a senior U.S. official said Thursday.
The consensus clears the way for leaders to announce a $50 billion loan package for Ukraine during the Group of Seven summit that began Thursday in Italy.
The highly anticipated agreement will leverage interest and income from the more than $260 billion in frozen Russian assets, largely held in Europe, to secure a $50 billion loan from the U.S. along with additional loans from other partners.
The first disbursements will be made this year, the official said, adding that it will take time for Ukraine to use all the money.
The U.S. official spoke on the condition of anonymity to preview the agreement, which will be included in the G7 leaders' statement on Friday.

    


President Joe Biden will meet on Thursday with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy to discuss a bilateral security agreement between the U.S. and Ukraine.
-By Colleen Long, Darlene Superville and Zeke Miller
Britain announces new sanctions aimed at degrading Russia's ability to wage war in Ukraine
LONDON -- Britain has announced new sanctions designed to degrade Russia's ability to wage war in Ukraine, targeting entities based in China, Israel, Kyrgyzstan and Turkey, as well as the Russian energy industry.
The sanctions announced at the start of Thursday's G7 summit apply to 50 companies and individuals involved in supplying munitions, machine tools, microelectronics, and logistics to the Russian military, together with ships transporting military goods from North Korea to Russia.
Britain also said it was targeting the "shadow fleet" of ships used to circumvent G7 sanctions on the Russia oil and natural gas industry. The U.K. Foreign Office said this is particularly important because taxes on oil production accounted for 31% of the Russian government's revenue last year.

    


British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak said in a statement that the U.K. "will always stand shoulder to shoulder with Ukraine in its fight for freedom.'' 
Sunak added that Russian President Vladimir Putin "must lose, and cutting off his ability to fund a prolonged conflict is absolutely vital."
EU Council chief says summit will tackle Ukraine, the Middle East, migration and Africa
BARI, Italy -- European Council President Charles Michel says the Group of Seven summit would focus on four major challenges including financial support for Ukraine, the war in the Middle East, migration, and relations with Africa.
On Ukraine, Michel said at Thursday's start of the Group of Seven summit that "we want to make decisions to provide more immediate financial support for Ukraine so that they can defend themselves." 

    


The G7 meeting opened with an agreement on a US proposal to back a $50 billion loan to Ukraine with frozen Russian assets.
Speaking of the ongoing war in Gaza, Michel said the main goals were an immediate ceasefire, the release of all hostages, humanitarian access to Gaza and relaunching "a political track for making possible the two-state solution as soon as possible."
Despite mounting international pressure, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has made clear he opposes the creation of a Palestinian state in any postwar scenario.
On migration, Michel said the focus was to create a "coalition to fight against the smugglers, the criminal groups" which were abusing vulnerable people "to make money and to destabilize regions and countries across the world."
Michel said African countries were tackling both poverty and the consequences of climate change and need access to capital, adding that building partnerships must be "based on trust, based on respect, based on mutual confidence." 
Italy joins rail corridor project to connect southern and central Africa 
BORGO EGNAZIA, Italy -- U.S. officials say that Italy is joining a rail corridor project in Africa as part of a collaborative effort by the Group of Seven nations to fund infrastructure projects.
The Lobito corridor is a railway line that will connect southern and central Africa. Not just railway, the project will also bring telecommunication cables and other infrastructure to the region.
It's projected eventually to go from Angola to the Democratic Republic of Congo.
The investment project is meant to serve as an alternative to China's development efforts, which the U.S. and its allies say China uses to exert influence on developing nations.
Pope Francis to meet with world leaders on sidelines of G7 summit 
BARI, Italy -- Pope Francis will be meeting a series of world leaders on the sidelines of the Group of Seven summit in southern Italy.
Francis, who will be the first pope to address a G7 summit, will kick off his bilateral talks shortly after arriving at the summit location. He will meet Friday with Ukrainian President Volodomyr Zelenskyy, French President Emmanuel Macron and Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, as well as with the head of the International Monetary Fund, Kristalina Georgieva.
The pope has previously met with Zelenskyy but caused a stir earlier this year when he said that Ukraine should have the "courage of the white flag" to negotiate an end of the war with Russia. Kyiv summoned the Holy See ambassador to complain.
After delivering a speech at the G7 summit, the pope will continue his meetings with Kenyan President William Ruto, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, US President Joe Biden, Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and Algerian President Abdelmadjid Tebboune.
Italian premier says Puglia region was chosen for summit to strengthen dialogue with global south
BARI, Italy -- Italian Premier Giorgia Meloni says the location of the Group of Seven summit in southern Italy's Puglia region was chosen to send a message that the seven leading democracies want to "strengthen (their) dialogue with the nations of the global south."
In welcoming remarks at Thursday's start of the summit, Meloni said the meeting's agenda was wide-ranging, tackling topics including conflict in Ukraine and the Middle East, creating "solid and controllable supply chains," and the advent of artificial intelligence. The meeting will also focus on Africa and migration.
Meloni said the G7 was "not a fortress closed in itself" but rather "an offer of values that we open to the world."
The Italian premier called the region of Puglia "historically a bridge between West and East," while the summit logo, a stylized depiction of an olive tree with roots and seven olives, depicts the collaboration of nations to tackle global challenges.
Opinions differ on abortion rights, other issues in final G7 statement 
BARI, Italy - Abortion rights are among a number of issues that leaders are disagreeing on whether to include in the Group of Seven summit's final statement.
Italian Deputy Premier Antonio Tajani on Thursday rejected reports that Italy had sought to remove a reference relating to abortion, saying the issue was still being discussed. 
Summit host Italian Premier Giorgia Meloni, whose far-right party was buoyed by a strong showing in weekend European Parliament elections, has insisted she won't roll back a 1978 law allowing abortion in Italy. But she has also prioritized encouraging women to have children to reverse Italy's demographic crisis.
A French official, speaking on condition of anonymity in line with the French president's office customary practices, said there were diverging views with Italian negotiators on some topics.
The official spoke of "debates on sexual and reproductive health and on the issue of vaccines, which were not taken into account as much as we would have liked by the Italian Presidency." But the official praised the overall result of the G7 negotiations as "very good."
An Italian official, speaking on condition of anonymity in line with Italian policy, said that "no state has asked to eliminate the reference to issues relating to abortion from the draft conclusions of the G7 summit." The official noted that "the negotiation dynamics are still ongoing." 
Italy's Meloni greets arriving G7 leaders at summit dominated by aid pledges to Ukraine
BORGO EGNAZIA, Italy -- Italian Premier Giorgia Meloni is greeting leaders of the Group of Seven as they arrive for a summit dominated by pledges of new assistance to help Ukraine in its war with Russia.
Standing in front of one of Puglia's famed olive trees and under a canopy to guard against the sun, Meloni welcomed first British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak and then German Chancellor Olaf Scholz.
Ahead of the summit, negotiators reached a deal to back a $50 billion loan to Ukraine using frozen Russian assets held in the European Union as collateral.
The venue for the summit is Borgo Egnazai, a new luxury resort built to look like one of Puglia's medieval white-washed towns, complete with narrow streets, villas and a central piazza.
G7 leaders agree to lend Ukraine $50 billion using frozen Russian assets as collateral
BARI, Italy -- Officials say the world's seven wealthiest democracies have agreed on lending Ukraine up to $50 billion using frozen Russian assets as collateral. 
Diplomats confirmed the agreement, which was struck before Thursday's start of the three-day G7 summit that brings together Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the United Kingdom and the United States. 
U.S. President Joe Biden and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy will also sign a bilateral security agreement during the summit. 
European officials have resisted confiscating the assets, citing legal and financial stability concerns. But the plan would use the interest earned on the assets to help Ukraine's war effort. 
The U.S. proposal involves using profits from the roughly $260 billion in frozen Russian central bank assets, most of them held in the European Union, to help Ukraine. 
The U.S. would issue Ukraine the $50 billion loan using windfall profits from the immobilized funds as collateral.
United Kingdom pledges $310 million in nonmilitary aid to Ukraine
LONDON -- U.K. Prime Minister Rishi Sunak is announcing up to 242 million pounds (286 million euros or $310 million) in nonmilitary aid to Ukraine as Group of Seven leaders gather for a summit overshadowed by war.
Sunak is taking time out from the U.K. election campaign to attend Thursday's gathering in southern Italy.
The U.K. government says the money will go towards "immediate humanitarian, energy and stabilization needs" in Ukraine. Sunak has also thrown his support behind a plan to use interest from seized Russian assets to help Ukraine rebuild.
Sunak said the war is at a "critical moment" and Ukraine's allies "must move from 'as long as it takes' to 'whatever it takes' if we are to end this illegal war."
The U.K. has pledged 12.5 billion pounds to Ukraine since Russia launched its full-scale invasion on Feb. 24, 2022. That includes 7.6 billion pounds worth of military assistance.
Sunak is battling to keep his job after the U.K. election on July 4, with opinion polls putting his Conservatives far behind the opposition Labour Party. Labour leader Keir Starmer says he will keep up the United Kingdom's strong support for Ukraine if he becomes prime minister.
Town hosting G7 summit also a faux medieval venue for Hollywood elite 
BORGO EGNAZIA, Italy -- Madonna and the Beckhams have reportedly stayed there, and Jessica Biel and Justin Timberlake got married there.
Borgo Egnazia in Italy's southern Puglia region has certainly had its share of star power and on Thursday hosts another set of VIP guests: the leaders of the world's industrialized democracies.
But the venue for the Group of Seven summit is also something of a theater set, a faux town made to resemble one of Puglia's medieval white-washed hamlets but that actually only dates from 2010.
Located next to an actual archaeological park, Borgo Egnazia features narrow streets, villas, restaurants and a town square complete with a clocktower.
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Israelis and Palestinians are hopeful but cautious over the latest cease-fire proposal

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Weary after nine months of war, frustrated Palestinians displaced from their homes said they pray for a cease-fire. (AP video shot by Abd Al Kareem Hana/Production by Wafaa Shurafa)
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            Palestinians in Gaza desperate for truce agreement between Israel and Hamas

        
        
            Weary after nine months of war, frustrated Palestinians displaced from their homes said they pray for a cease-fire. (AP video shot by Abd Al Kareem Hana/Production by Wafaa Shurafa)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Palestinians in Gaza desperate for truce agreement between Israel and Hamas
Weary after nine months of war, frustrated Palestinians displaced from their homes said they pray for a cease-fire. (AP video shot by Abd Al Kareem Hana/Production by Wafaa Shurafa)



        
    



                        

                    
                        
                            
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    



            

            
                On Now
            


            
                0:55

            
        

    
    
        
            Relatives of hostages, supporters demand Israel govt accepts deal to free hostages held in Gaza

        
        
            Relatives of hostages and other demonstrators gathered in Tel Aviv on Wednesday to demand the Israeli government accept a deal to release those taken by Hamas on October 7. The protest comes as US Secretary of Sate Antony Blinken said that mediators would keep trying to close an elusive cease-fire deal which has global support but has not been fully embraced by Israel or Hamas.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Relatives of hostages, supporters demand Israel govt accepts deal to free hostages held in Gaza
Relatives of hostages and other demonstrators gathered in Tel Aviv on Wednesday to demand the Israeli government accept a deal to release those taken by Hamas on October 7. The protest comes as US Secretary of Sate Antony Blinken said that mediators would keep trying to close an elusive cease-fire deal which has global support but has not been fully embraced by Israel or Hamas.
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    [image: A Palestinian runs away from an Israeli tank in the central Gaza Strip on Sunday, June 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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A Palestinian runs away from an Israeli tank in the central Gaza Strip on Sunday, June 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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[image: Families and supporters of Israeli hostages held by Hamas in Gaza hold banners and flags during a protest calling for their return, outside meetings of U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken in Tel Aviv, Israel, Tuesday, June 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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Families and supporters of Israeli hostages held by Hamas in Gaza hold banners and flags during a protest calling for their return, outside meetings of U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken in Tel Aviv, Israel, Tuesday, June 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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                                        TEL AVIV, Israel (AP) -- A proposed cease-fire deal between Israel and Hamas is raising hopes that eight months of fighting could soon come to an end. Displaced Palestinians are desperate to return home and rebuild, while Israelis yearn for dozens of captives taken by Hamas to be freed.
The U.S.-backed proposal is the latest serious attempt to wind down the war in Gaza, and while it still faces significant hurdles, negotiations meant to bring it to fruition are ongoing.
But hopes for a cease-fire have been dashed before, and both Palestinians and Israelis are braced for disappointment. Hamas is determined to end the war still standing, while Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has promised to destroy the militant group before ceasing the fighting.
Here is a look at the hopes, fears and expectations of some in the region as the sides weigh a deal:

    


'We want a solution'
With the war displacing 80% of Gaza's population, making much of the urban landscape uninhabitable, and sparking widespread hunger, Palestinians are aching for an end to the hostilities.
"We want a solution. We want to return to our homes. We are tired of this life," said Salama Abu al-Qumbuz, a displaced person sheltering in the central Gaza town of Deir al-Balah.




The fighting, sparked by Hamas' cross-border attack on Oct. 7 that killed 1,200 people in Israel, has killed more than 37,000 Palestinians. Most Palestinians in Gaza have lost at least one relative. Some have lost dozens.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The war, and the multiple failed attempts to secure a cease-fire deal, have deepened despair in the territory, which is compounded by the constant insecurity, the unnerving uncertainty about the future and, for some, the boredom of a life put on hold by the fighting.
Some have lost hope in the negotiations.
"They negotiated a lot, to no avail," said Etaf Abdel Bari, who was also sheltering in Deir al-Balah. "We are not a toy in their hands."

    


Hostage families want a deal, but some don't
In Israel, those most desperate for a deal are the families of the hostages held by Hamas and other militant groups.
The Hamas-led militants took some 250 people hostage in their attack, according to Israeli authorities, and after a cease-fire deal in November freed about 100. Around 80 people are still captive, along with the remains of about 40 others. The families have agonized over the fates of their loves ones, many without receiving a sign of life for eight months.
The families and thousands of their supporters gather weekly to demonstrate in support of a deal, arguing that negotiations are the only way to free significant numbers of hostages. And polls show the Israeli public views freeing them through a deal as a priority.
Shahar Mor Zahiro, whose uncle, Abraham Munder, 79, is being held hostage, said he fears this deal may fall through like previous ones.
"We already have like six or seven cycles of hope and despair, hope and despair, but what can we do? We are clinging on to any hope there is," he said.
There is widespread support for a hostage deal, with tens of thousands of people joining street protests each week.

    


But among the families of hostages, some oppose a deal that would leave Hamas intact.
Eitan Zeliger is the director of the Tikva Forum, which he says represents about 30 hostage families who oppose freeing their loved ones through a deal that ends the war. Instead, they insist that Israel ramp up military pressure on Hamas to weaken its negotiating position.
"It is long and hard and hell for many hostage families," he said. "But the families we are in touch with understand that there is no way to return the hostages without war."
The mothers of soldiers speak out
In the aftermath of Hamas' attack, Jewish Israelis rallied around the military as it called up hundreds of thousands of reservists to help fight against Hamas. But some voices are emerging, including of the mothers of soldiers, who accuse Netanyahu of dragging out the war to appease his far-right coalition members and keep himself in power. 
"I don't believe the decision-makers," Noorit Felsenthal Berger, whose 21-year-old son has spent the better part of eight months in Gaza, told Israeli Army Radio Thursday. "I think we need to stop and we have a historic opportunity here," she said about the proposed deal.

    


The postwar period is expected to include investigations into the government's failures before the Oct. 7 attack and could likely lead to new elections at a time when Netanyahu's popularity has dropped. The army says over 600 soldiers have been killed.
Protests by the mothers of soldiers have in previous wars helped pressure leaders to end the fighting, a movement that has yet to materialize in any significant numbers surrounding the war in Gaza.
That's in part because there are other relatives of fighters who support continuing the war and balk at a deal that would leave Hamas in place.
The Gvura Forum, which represents some of the families of soldiers killed during the war, said in a letter to Netanyahu earlier this month that if Israel agreed to the proposed deal, it would be surrendering to Hamas without reaching the goals of the war.
"We will not agree that our loved ones serve as a silver platter on which the rule of terror returns to Gaza," the group wrote.
___
Associated Press writer Melanie Lidman contributed to this report.
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Milei's radical overhaul passes Argentina's Senate after protesters clash with police

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Argentine riot police fired water cannons and tear gas to disperse protesters who threw stones and Molotov cocktails outside Congress on Wednesday. The protests come as Argentina's Senate began voting on a state overhaul and tax bills proposed by President Javier Milei in the most serious test to date of the libertarian leader's vision of governance and change. (AP Video by Victor R. Caivano)
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            Argentine riot police disperse protesters with water cannons and tear gas ahead of key Senate vote

        
        
            Argentine riot police fired water cannons and tear gas to disperse protesters who threw stones and Molotov cocktails outside Congress on Wednesday. The protests come as Argentina's Senate began voting on a state overhaul and tax bills proposed by President Javier Milei in the most serious test to date of the libertarian leader's vision of governance and change. (AP Video by Victor R. Caivano)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Argentine riot police disperse protesters with water cannons and tear gas ahead of key Senate vote
Argentine riot police fired water cannons and tear gas to disperse protesters who threw stones and Molotov cocktails outside Congress on Wednesday. The protests come as Argentina's Senate began voting on a state overhaul and tax bills proposed by President Javier Milei in the most serious test to date of the libertarian leader's vision of governance and change. (AP Video by Victor R. Caivano)



        
    



                        

                    
                        
                            
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    



            

            
                On Now
            


            
                1:26

            
        

    
    
        
            Water cannon used on protesters outside Argentina Senate as vote held on state overhaul, tax bills

        
        
            Protestors and police clashed outside Argentina's Congress on Wednesday. The protests come as Argentina's Senate began voting on a state overhaul and tax bills proposed by President Javier Milei in the most serious test to date of the libertarian leader's vision of governance and change. Police used water cannon to disperse the protesters.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Water cannon used on protesters outside Argentina Senate as vote held on state overhaul, tax bills
Protestors and police clashed outside Argentina's Congress on Wednesday. The protests come as Argentina's Senate began voting on a state overhaul and tax bills proposed by President Javier Milei in the most serious test to date of the libertarian leader's vision of governance and change. Police used water cannon to disperse the protesters.
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    [image: Police gesture outside Congress after the Senate approved a reform bill presented by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. The bill must now be debated article-by-article before being sent to the Lower House. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 11 | Police gesture outside Congress after the Senate approved a reform bill presented by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. The bill must now be debated article-by-article before being sent to the Lower House. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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Police gesture outside Congress after the Senate approved a reform bill presented by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. The bill must now be debated article-by-article before being sent to the Lower House. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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[image: Anti-government protesters follow the results of the Senate's vote on a reform bill presented by Argentine President Javier Milei outside Congress in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. The bill was approved in general and must now be debated article-by-article before being sent to the Lower House. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 11 | Anti-government protesters follow the results of the Senate's vote on a reform bill presented by Argentine President Javier Milei outside Congress in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. The bill was approved in general and must now be debated article-by-article before being sent to the Lower House. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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Anti-government protesters follow the results of the Senate's vote on a reform bill presented by Argentine President Javier Milei outside Congress in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. The bill was approved in general and must now be debated article-by-article before being sent to the Lower House. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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[image: A car burns during clashes between police and anti-government protesters outside Congress, where lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Gustavo Garello)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 11 | A car burns during clashes between police and anti-government protesters outside Congress, where lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Gustavo Garello)
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A car burns during clashes between police and anti-government protesters outside Congress, where lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Gustavo Garello)
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[image: Argentine Vice President and Senate President Victoria Villarruel speaks before casting the tie-breaking vote in favor of a bill promoted by President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. The bill was approved in general and must now be debated article-by-article before being sent to the Lower House. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)]
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[image: Senators debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. The bill was approved in general and must now be debated article-by-article before being sent to the Lower House. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 11 | Senators debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. The bill was approved in general and must now be debated article-by-article before being sent to the Lower House. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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Senators debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. The bill was approved in general and must now be debated article-by-article before being sent to the Lower House. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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[image: An anti-government protester reacts outside Congress after learning that the Senate passed a bill of reforms proposed by President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. The bill must now be debated article-by-article before being sent to the Lower House. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 11 | An anti-government protester reacts outside Congress after learning that the Senate passed a bill of reforms proposed by President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. The bill must now be debated article-by-article before being sent to the Lower House. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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[image: Senators who supported a reform bill promoted by President Javier Milei celebrate after it was approved in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. The bill must now be debated article-by-article before being sent to the Lower House. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 11 | Senators who supported a reform bill promoted by President Javier Milei celebrate after it was approved in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. The bill must now be debated article-by-article before being sent to the Lower House. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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Senators who supported a reform bill promoted by President Javier Milei celebrate after it was approved in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. The bill must now be debated article-by-article before being sent to the Lower House. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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[image: Un manifestante contra el gobierno con un cartel contra una reforma impulsada por el presidente argentino, Javier Milei, a las fueras del Congreso frente a la policia, en Buenos Aires, Argentina, el miercoles 12 de junio de 2024. (AP Foto/Natacha Pisarenko)]
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[image: An anti-government protester hurls a stone at police deployed outside Congress, as lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 11 | An anti-government protester hurls a stone at police deployed outside Congress, as lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 11
An anti-government protester hurls a stone at police deployed outside Congress, as lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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[image: Police line up during clashes with anti-government protesters outside Congress where lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 11 | Police line up during clashes with anti-government protesters outside Congress where lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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Police line up during clashes with anti-government protesters outside Congress where lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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[image: An anti-government protester holds an Argentine flag by police near Congress where lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 11 | An anti-government protester holds an Argentine flag by police near Congress where lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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An anti-government protester holds an Argentine flag by police near Congress where lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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                                        BUENOS AIRES, Argentina (AP) -- Argentina's Senate narrowly approved President Javier Milei 's sweeping proposals to slash state spending and boost his own powers on Thursday, handing the libertarian leader a much-needed first legislative victory. 
Milei hailed the vote as a "triumph" even as opposition senators scrapped an income tax package and tweaked some contentious elements after an hourslong debate marred by violent clashes between police and protesters in downtown Buenos Aires.
Senate president Victoria Villarruel, the vice president, used a tiebreaking vote to give provisional approval to Milei's plans to trim the fiscal deficit, incentivize foreign investment and privatize some state-owned companies in a bid to transform the bloated Argentine state and overhaul its long-troubled economy. 
The most critical parts of Milei's legislation went on to pass a marathon article-by-article voting session that stretched into Thursday morning. 

    


His party made some tough concessions, agreeing not to sell off Argentina's flagship airline Aerolineas Argentinas, post office or public media company, leaving just a handful of state-owned firms, such as Argentina's nuclear power company, on the block for possible privatization. A measure lowering the income tax threshold to include thousands more workers also failed to pass the second round of Senate voting, complicating Milei's fiscal consolidation plans. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Senate's changes to the state overhaul bill now face a final vote in the lower house. But after months of legislative pushback, it's likely that the version approved by senators will become law.
As senators clashed over the bill inside Congress on Wednesday, thousands of protesters poured into the streets outside, burning cars and throwing Molotov cocktails as hundreds of federal security forces pushed back with rounds of tear gas and water cannons. 

    


The passage gave a major boost to Milei, a populist outsider who rode to power stridently attacking the establishment but has found it impossible to enact deep reforms without making compromises in Argentina's opposition-dominated Congress. Milei's 3-year-old party, Liberty Advances, holds just 15% of seats in the lower house and 10% of the Senate.




"Tonight is a triumph for the Argentine people and the first step toward the recovery of our greatness," Milei posted on X, formerly Twitter, calling his bills "the most ambitious legislative reform of the last 40 years."
As the sole leader since Argentina's return to democracy in 1983 not to pass a law within his first six months as president, Milei has struggled to break the legislative impasse that has raised doubts about his governability and unnerved investors otherwise enthused by his libertarian agenda. 
Analysts said the bill's advance was enough, at least in the short term, to reassure jittery markets that Milei's agenda has enough supporters to survive Argentina's mounting political chaos and social unrest. Argentina sovereign bond yields jumped on news of the approval Thursday.

    


But the opposition has vowed to keep fighting and the plans passed with a razor-thin majority remain riddled with uncertainties.
"The Milei government showed it's in a political learning curve, which is positive for investors and markets whose main concern is how much of his reform promises will materialize," said Marcelo J. Garcia, Americas director at geopolitical risk firm Horizon Engage. "But he'll need to engage in issue-by-issue dialogue to implement at least part of his reform agenda."
For nearly 21 hours, lawmakers haggled over the 238-article state reform bill, unpicking some parts but passing Milei's highly divisive declaration of a one-year state of emergency and delegation of broad powers to the president in energy, pensions, security and other matters until the end of his term in 2027. 
In a reflection of the governing party's weakness, Villarruel again used a casting vote to approve Milei's expanded powers after a 35-35 tie.
Other articles seen as controversial that passed include an incentive scheme that would give investors lucrative tax breaks for 30 years.

    


His vision marks a stark reversal from that of the left-leaning Peronist movement, aligned with former leftist president Cristina Fernandez de Kirchner, which has run vast budget deficits financed by printing money for much of the last two decades. 
The spending cuts and currency devaluation that Milei has delivered have, at least in the short term, hit the populace hard -- exacerbating a recession, increasing poverty to 55% and driving annual inflation toward 300%, among the highest in the world. 
The pain has tested the patience of ordinary Argentines still waiting to see the promised benefits of his reforms, including stable currency, tamer inflation and fresh foreign investment. 
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The Stanley Cup Final in American Sign Language is a welcome addition for Deaf community

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The NHL became the first major sports league to offer play-by-play and analysis in American Sign Language during a live broadcast when Florida hosted Edmonton in the Stanley Cup Final opener (AP video: Mike Householder)
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    [image: Bob Madden, center, and his son Jonathan, left, watch the Stanley Cup hockey final from a couch, Monday, June 10, 2024 in Genoa Township, Mich. Madden is deaf and he was enjoying the view with access to the commentary delivered in American Sign Language for the first time during a sporting event. The NHL became the first major sports league to offer play by play and analysis in ASL during a live broadcast. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 7 | Bob Madden, center, and his son Jonathan, left, watch the Stanley Cup hockey final from a couch, Monday, June 10, 2024 in Genoa Township, Mich. Madden is deaf and he was enjoying the view with access to the commentary delivered in American Sign Language for the first time during a sporting event. The NHL became the first major sports league to offer play by play and analysis in ASL during a live broadcast. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio)
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[image: Gina Miles winner of season 23 of The Voice, left, sings and Cathy Oshrain signs the national anthem during the Stanley Cup hockey final, seen on a television, Monday, June 10, 2024 in Genoa Township, Mich. Bob Madden is deaf and he was enjoying the view with access to the commentary delivered in American Sign Language for the first time during a sporting event. The NHL became the first major sports league to offer play by play and analysis in ASL during a live broadcast. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio)]
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[image: Jason Altmann, top right, and Noah Blankenship deliver play-by-play and commentary for the hearing impaired during the Stanley Cup hockey final, seen on a television, Monday, June 10, 2024 in Genoa Township, Mich. Bob Madden is deaf and he was enjoying the view with access to the commentary delivered in American Sign Language for the first time during a sporting event. The NHL became the first major sports league to offer play by play and analysis in ASL during a live broadcast. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio)]
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[image: Jonathan Madden, left, signs for his father, Bob, during an interview before watching the Stanley Cup hockey final on their television, Monday, June 10, 2024 in Genoa Township, Mich. Bob Madden is deaf and he was enjoying the view with access to the commentary delivered in American Sign Language for the first time during a sporting event. The NHL became the first major sports league to offer play by play and analysis in ASL during a live broadcast. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio)]
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[image: FILE - Brice Christianson poses for a photo after interpreting NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman's annual state of the league news conference from English into American Sign Language, June 15, 2022, at Ball Arena in Denver before Game 1 of the NHL hockey Stanley Cup Final. The NHL will become the first major sports league to provide a full game broadcast in American Sign Language to serve the Deaf community. The league is unveiling broadcasts with play by play and color analysis for each game of the Stanley Cup Final in partnership with P-X-P. It is the same company that did the first interpretation of Commissioner Gary Bettman and Deputy Commissioner Bill Daly's annual pre-final state of the league news conference two years ago. (AP Photo/Stephen Whyno, file)]
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                                        GENOA TOWNSHIP, Mich. (AP) -- Bob Madden's eyes darted from right to left, watching Game 2 of the Stanley Cup Final from a couch with his son, Jonathan, at his side and the family dog, Ruby, at their feet.
Madden, who is deaf, was enjoying the view with access to the commentary delivered in American Sign Language in what is believed to be a first for a major sports league game broadcast.
"I think I'm starting to like this," the 68-year-old Madden said Monday night in his home about 50 miles northwest of Detroit. "It's something new for the Deaf community. When I was a boy, we didn't even have closed captioning."
Closed captioning has been around since 1980, but the boxes of text in English do not provide true access to viewers in the Deaf community, whose first language is ASL.
 The NHL became the first major sports league to offer play by play and analysis in ASL during a live broadcast last week when Florida hosted Edmonton in the Cup Final opener on Saturday night. ESPN+ and Sportsnet+ will feature the groundbreaking platform again Thursday night for Game 3, with the Oilers down 0-2 in the best-of-seven series.

    


"It's a proud moment for our sport and it's a great example of what can be done to support all communities," said Kim Davis, the NHL's senior executive VP of social impact, growth initiatives and legislative affairs. "Authentically demonstrating that the Deaf community is an important fan base, a fan-in-waiting fan base, is the essence of what inclusion is all about."




A company that works to improve access to ASL in sports partnered with the NHL to deliver play-by-play and commentary for the underserved community: PXP Chief Operating Officer Jason Altmann, who is deaf, and Noah Blankenship from Denver's Office of Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services appear on the right side of a split screen next to live coverage of the games.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I grew up watching sports with my dad and it was our way to bond," Altmann said via FaceTime in ASL in an interview with The Associated Press a day after Game 2. "I remember watching ESPN with Chris Berman and Dan Patrick and saying, 'I wish I could do that, but I am deaf and it would be difficult in this world.' While this is a full-circle moment for me, I don't view it as an opportunity for me. This is an opportunity for the Deaf community to be elevated and provided access.

    


"The Deaf community is so often pushed aside and the NHL ASL project is an opportunity to show how vibrant the community is with a rich history and language," he added. "We have gotten feedback from deaf children, who have said how happy they are to see deaf people on TV and to say that they feel like they're being seen. That's the best part about this job."
And, the job is difficult for Altmann, Blankenship and viewers.
Hockey, especially at the NHL level with a championship at stake, does not provide many pauses in the frantic, end-to-end action for the commentators to share insights in ASL.
"The challenge is to find the right time to tell a short story or provide analysis as an added value to the viewers," Altmann said. 

    


Madden, meanwhile, had the challenge of watching the game and the commentary at the same time on a screen that also included other potential distractions. Graphics such as ice time for the players on the ice, statistics, play by play and a crowd intensity meter that measures crowd noise were also shown.
"It's hard to watch with one eye going on way and one eye going the other," Madden said. "It's the same challenge with closed captioning, but this is better in ASL."
Hearing commentators are not heard during the NHL ASL broadcasts, which includes only sounds that would be heard in the arena such as the officials calling a penalty, blowing a whistle, skates cutting through ice and sticks hitting pucks.
"This is the first time we have done this for the Deaf community," Altmann said. "I have high expectations, but I have told my colleagues, we need to give ourselves some grace."
The initiative allows the Deaf and Hard of Hearing communities to enjoy the "excitement and intricacies of the game on an equal footing," said Bobbie Beth Scoggins, the interim CEO of the National Association of the Deaf.

    


"The inclusion of American Sign Language coverage during NHL hockey games is a groundbreaking and historic moment for our Deaf communities," Scoggins said. "This initiative marks a significant step towards inclusivity and equal access in sports broadcasting."
___
AP NHL playoffs: https://apnews.com/hub/stanley-cup and https://www.apnews.com/hub/NHL
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    [image: A fighter jet parks on the deck of the USS aircraft carrier Dwight D. Eisenhower, also known as 'IKE', in the Red Sea, Tuesday, June 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)]
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[image: The USS aircraft carrier Dwight D. Eisenhower, also known as 'IKE', sails in the Red Sea on Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)]
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[image: A fighter jet takes off from the USS aircraft carrier Dwight D. Eisenhower, also known as 'IKE', in the Red Sea, Tuesday, June 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)]
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                                        DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) -- A suspected attack Thursday by Yemen's Houthi rebels saw missiles strike a ship in the Gulf of Aden, authorities said, setting the vessel ablaze in what would be the latest such assault in their campaign over the Israel-Hamas war. 
The attack happened in the Gulf of Aden off Yemen, the British military's United Kingdom Maritime Trade Operations center said. It said the vessel caught fire in the attack.
The private security firm Ambrey said a merchant vessel made a radio distress call saying it had been struck by a missile. 
The ship "was en route from Malaysia to Venice, Italy," Ambrey said. It added that the ship was "aligned with the Houthi target profile," without elaborating.
Later on Thursday, the UKMTO reported a second suspected attack off Yemen's port city of Hodeida, but said the blast happened away from the vessel and did not damage it.

    


The Houthis did not immediately acknowledge Thursday's attacks, but it typically takes the rebels hours or even days to claim them. The attack follows the Houthis launching a boat-borne bomb attack against a commercial ship in the Red Sea on Wednesday.




The Houthis, who seized Yemen's capital nearly a decade ago and have been fighting a Saudi-led coalition since shortly after, have been targeting shipping throughout the Red Sea corridor.
They say the attacks are aimed at stopping the war and supporting the Palestinians, though the attacks often target vessels that have nothing to do with the conflict.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The war in Gaza has killed more than 36,000 Palestinians there, according to Gaza health officials, while hundreds of others have been killed in Israeli operations in the West Bank. It began after Hamas-led militants attacked Israel on Oct. 7, killing about 1,200 people and taking around 250 hostage.
The Houthis have launched more than 50 attacks on shipping, killed three sailors, seized one vessel and sunk another since November, according to the U.S. Maritime Administration. A U.S.-led airstrike campaign has targeted the Houthis since January, with a series of strikes May 30 killing at least 16 people and wounding 42 others, the rebels say.

    


Also Thursday, the Washington-based National Democratic Institute said three of its staff were detained by the Houthis earlier this month. Their detention comes as staff of United Nations agencies and those working for aid groups also have been detained in a widening crackdown by the rebels.
"This arbitrary and inhumane treatment of Yemeni citizens involved in humanitarian assistance, diplomacy, democracy and human rights, peacemaking and civil society development is entirely without foundation and must be ended immediately," the institute said. It called for the "swift release by the Houthi regime of our staff, and of all individuals who have been unjustly detained."
The institute is a democracy promotion organization that has worked in Yemen since 1993. It receives funding from the U.S. government and others.
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    [image: FILE - Migrants seeking asylum from India walk towards a staging area before being transported and processed, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, near Dulzura, Calif. President Joe Biden has suspended asylum processing at the U.S. border under a new policy unveiled this week. But the proclamation has an exception for ]
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[image: President Joe Biden arrives on Air Force One at Brindisi International Airport, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Brindisi, Italy. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- A coalition of immigrant advocacy groups sued the Biden administration on Wednesday over President Joe Biden's recent directive that effectively halts asylum claims at the southern border, saying it differs little from a similar move by the Trump administration that was blocked by the courts.

The lawsuit -- filed by the American Civil Liberties Union and others on behalf of Las Americas Immigrant Advocacy Center and the Refugee and Immigrant Center for Education and Legal Services, or RAICES -- is the first test of the legality of Biden's sweeping crackdown on the border, which came after months of internal White House deliberations and is designed in part to deflect political attacks against the president on his handling of immigration.

"By enacting an asylum ban that is legally indistinguishable from the Trump ban we successfully blocked, we were left with no choice but to file this lawsuit," said Lee Gelernt, an attorney for the ACLU. 





    



The order Biden issued last week would limit asylum processing once encounters with migrants between ports of entry reach 2,500 per day. It went into effect immediately because the latest figures were far higher, at about 4,000 daily.

The restrictions would be in effect until two weeks after those daily encounter numbers are at or below 1,500 per day, under a seven-day average. But it's far from clear when the numbers would dip that low; the last time was in July 2020 during the COVID-19 pandemic.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


The order went into effect June 5, and Biden administration officials have said they expected record levels of deportations.

But advocates argue that suspending asylum for migrants who don't arrive at a designated port of entry -- which the Biden administration is trying to push migrants to do --- violates existing federal immigration law, among other concerns.

"The United States has long sheltered refugees seeking a haven from persecution. The 1980 Refugee Act enshrined that national commitment in law. While Congress has placed some limitations on the right to seek asylum over the years, it has never permitted the Executive Branch to categorically ban asylum based on where a noncitizen enters the country," the groups wrote in the complaint filed Wednesday.

    



Biden invoked the same legal authority used by the Trump administration for its asylum ban, which comes under Section 212(f) of the Immigration and Nationality Act. That provision allows a president to limit entries for certain migrants if their entry is deemed "detrimental" to the national interest.

As he campaigns, Biden has repeatedly criticized former President Donald Trump's immigration policies, and his administration argues that his directive is different because it includes several exemptions for humanitarian reasons. For example, victims of human trafficking, unaccompanied minors and those with severe medical emergencies would not be subject to the limits.

A spokesperson for the Department of Homeland Security declined to comment on the lawsuit but said: "The Securing the Border rule is lawful, is critical to strengthening border security, and is already having an impact. The challenged actions remain in effect, and we will continue to implement them."

    



In the lawsuit, the immigrant advocacy groups argue that exceptions are "extremely limited." 

The White House referred questions about the lawsuit to the Justice Department, which declined to comment. White House spokesperson Angelo Fernandez Hernandez defended Biden's order, saying in a statement it was necessary after congressional Republicans blocked a bipartisan agreement that "would have provided critical resources, statutory changes, and additional personnel to the border."

Under Biden's directive, migrants who arrive at the border but do not express a fear of returning to their home countries will be subject to immediate removal from the United States, within a matter of days or even hours. Those migrants could face punishments that could include a five-year bar from reentering the U.S. or even criminal prosecution.

    



Advocates argued in the lawsuit that requiring migrants to express fear -- often called manifesting fear -- puts the onus on the migrants. 

"In practice, noncitizens who have just crossed the border, and may be hungry, exhausted, ill, or traumatized after fleeing persecution in their home countries and danger in Mexico, are likely to be intimidated by armed, uniformed Border Patrol officers, and are thus unlikely to 'manifest' their fear of return," the lawsuit reads.

Meanwhile, those who express fear or an intention to seek asylum will be screened by a U.S. asylum officer but at a higher standard than currently used. If they pass the screening, they can pursue more limited forms of humanitarian protection, including the U.N. Convention Against Torture, which prohibits returning people to a country where they're likely to face torture.

    



Migrants who use an app called CBP One while they're in Mexico to schedule an appointment to present themselves at an official border crossing point to seek entry are exempt from these newer, tougher asylum restrictions. The app is part of the administration's efforts to encourage migrants to use its preferred pathways to try to enter the country, instead of simply crossing the border and finding a Border Patrol agent and turning themselves in.

But in the lawsuit, advocates detailed a list of complaints about the app. For example, many migrants don't have a cellular data plan or the Wi-Fi access needed to use it. Some migrants don't speak one of the languages the app supports, while other migrants are illiterate. And there's only a limited number of slots available every day compared with the number of migrants who want to come into the country. 

"As a result, countless asylum seekers have been forced to wait indefinitely under precarious conditions in Mexico in the hope of obtaining scarce appointments," the lawsuit reads.

The other groups bringing the lawsuit alongside the ACLU were the National Immigrant Justice Center, Center for Gender & Refugee Studies, Jenner & Block LLP, ACLU of the District of Columbia, and Texas Civil Rights Project. 

---

AP writer Alanna Durkin Richer contributed.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/president-joe-biden-immigration-asylum-border-50d007832d87078bf74971aefe7d4e14
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Florida's 2024 hurricane season arrives with a rainy deluge

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Dangerous flooding from a tropical disturbance inundated much of southern Florida, blocking roads, floating vehicles and delaying travelers. (AP produced by Javier Arciga)
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    [image: Jim Comunale and Pam Mervos walk down Arthur Street as heavy rain floods the surrounding neighborhood on Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Hollywood, Fla. (Matias J. Ocner/Miami Herald via AP)]
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[image: Victor Corone, 66, pushes his wife Maria Diaz, 64, in a wheelchair through more than a foot of flood water on 84th street in Miami Beach, Fla. on Wednesday, June 12, 2024. The annual rainy season has arrived with a wallop in much of Florida, where a disorganized disturbance of tropical weather from the Gulf of Mexico has caused street flooding and triggered tornado watches but so far has not caused major damage or injuries. (AL Diaz/Miami Herald via AP)]
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[image: A driver blinks their hazard lights as heavy rain falls over parts of South Florida on Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Hollywood, Fla. (Matias J. Ocner/Miami Herald via AP)]
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[image: A man works to clear debris from a flooded street as heavy rain falls over parts of South Florida on Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Hollywood, Fla. (Matias J. Ocner/Miami Herald via AP)]
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[image: People attempt to cross a flooded street in Miami Beach, Fla., Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (Al Diaz/Miami Herald via AP)]
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[image: Water seeps into Sam Demarco's home as a heavy downpour floods his neighborhood on Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Hollywood, Fla. (Matias J. Ocner/Miami Herald via AP)]
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[image: Sam Demarco makes his way through his wet living room after a heavy downpour flooded his home on Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Hollywood, Fla. (Matias J. Ocner/Miami Herald via AP)]
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[image: A City of Miami Public Works employee waves towards a vehicle driving through a flooded street in Edgewater along N.E. 23rd Street in Miami, on Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (Al Diaz/Miami Herald via AP)]
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[image: A man makes his way down the Hollywood Beach Broadwalk as heavy rain falls over parts of South Florida on Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Hollywood, Fla. (Matias J. Ocner/Miami Herald via AP)]
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[image: Oscar Gonzalez rides his motorcycle to avoid the flooded street along N.E. 23rd Street in Miami, on Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (Al Diaz/Miami Herald via AP)]
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Oscar Gonzalez rides his motorcycle to avoid the flooded street along N.E. 23rd Street in Miami, on Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (Al Diaz/Miami Herald via AP)
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[image: Hector Guifarro climbs around to the front of his vehicle to avoid the flooded street in front of St. Edwards Apartments in Edgewater along N.E. 23rd Street in Miami, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (Al Diaz/Miami Herald via AP)]
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[image: Laura Collinhofer holds an umbrella after moving her cars to higher ground as heavy rain falls over parts of South Florida on Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Hollywood, Fla. (Matias J. Ocner/Miami Herald via AP)]
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Laura Collinhofer holds an umbrella after moving her cars to higher ground as heavy rain falls over parts of South Florida on Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Hollywood, Fla. (Matias J. Ocner/Miami Herald via AP)
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[image: Davie Moreno walks through a flooded street at Holiday Acres Mobile Home Park in Hialeah, Fla. on Wednesday, June 12, 2024.The annual rainy season has arrived with a wallop in much of Florida, where a disorganized disturbance of tropical weather from the Gulf of Mexico has caused street flooding and triggered tornado watches but so far has not caused major damage or injuries.(Al Diaz/Miami Herald via AP)]
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[image: A "for sale" sign is posted in a flooded area of Holiday Acres Mobile Home Park in Hialeah, Fla. on Wednesday, June 12, 2024. The annual rainy season has arrived with a wallop in much of Florida, where a disorganized disturbance of tropical weather from the Gulf of Mexico has caused street flooding and triggered tornado watches but so far has not caused major damage or injuries. (Al Diaz/Miami Herald via AP)]
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[image: Drew Donner walks down Taft Street as heavy rain floods the nearby neighborhood on Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Hollywood, Fla. The annual rainy season has arrived with a wallop in much of Florida, where a disorganized disturbance of tropical weather from the Gulf of Mexico has caused street flooding and triggered tornado watches but so far has not caused major damage or injuries. (Matias J. Ocner/Miami Herald via AP)]
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Drew Donner walks down Taft Street as heavy rain floods the nearby neighborhood on Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Hollywood, Fla. The annual rainy season has arrived with a wallop in much of Florida, where a disorganized disturbance of tropical weather from the Gulf of Mexico has caused street flooding and triggered tornado watches but so far has not caused major damage or injuries. (Matias J. Ocner/Miami Herald via AP)
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[image: Mike Viesel and his dog Humi, wait in his flooded car for a tow truck after their car stalled out on Taft Street due to heavy rain flooding the neighborhood on Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Hollywood, Fla. The annual rainy season has arrived with a wallop in much of Florida, where a disorganized disturbance of tropical weather from the Gulf of Mexico has caused street flooding and triggered tornado watches but so far has not caused major damage or injuries. (Matias J. Ocner/Miami Herald via AP)]
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[image: A bicyclist goes through flooded streets on Stirling Road near Federal Highway in Hollywood, Fla., Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (Mike Stocker/South Florida Sun-Sentinel via AP)]
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A bicyclist goes through flooded streets on Stirling Road near Federal Highway in Hollywood, Fla., Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (Mike Stocker/South Florida Sun-Sentinel via AP)
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[image: An airplane is seen on the runway as heavy rain falls over the Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport on Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. Many flights were either canceled or delayed due to the bad weather. (Matias J. Ocner/Miami Herald via AP)]
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[image: James Rodriguez talks with his wife, Diana, after their flight to Cancun was canceled at the Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport due to heavy downpours across South Florida on Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. (Matias J. Ocner/Miami Herald via AP)]
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[image: People walk past traffic backed up along Collins Avenue due to road closures and flooding in Miami Beach, Fla., Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (Al Diaz/Miami Herald via AP)]
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People walk past traffic backed up along Collins Avenue due to road closures and flooding in Miami Beach, Fla., Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (Al Diaz/Miami Herald via AP)
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[image: Matthew Koziol, Matias Ricci, Manuel Ricci and Raul Fernandez travel by raft through a flooded street caused by heavy rain on North Bay Road in Sunny Isles Beach, Fla., Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (David Santiago/Miami Herald via AP)]
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Matthew Koziol, Matias Ricci, Manuel Ricci and Raul Fernandez travel by raft through a flooded street caused by heavy rain on North Bay Road in Sunny Isles Beach, Fla., Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (David Santiago/Miami Herald via AP)
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                                        Dangerous flooding from a tropical disturbance inundated much of southern Florida on Wednesday, blocking roads, floating vehicles and delaying the Florida Panthers on their way to Stanley Cup games in Canada against the Edmonton Oilers.
The disorganized storm system was pushing across Florida from the Gulf of Mexico at roughly the same time as the early June start of hurricane season, which this year is forecast to be among the most active in recent memory amid concerns that climate change is increasing storm intensity.
The disturbance has not reached cyclone status and was given only a slight chance to form into a tropical system once it emerges into the Atlantic Ocean after crossing Florida, according to the National Hurricane Center.
"Regardless of development, heavy rainfall is forecast to continue across portions of the Florida peninsula during the next few days," the hurricane center posted on its website Wednesday.

    


Numerous roads were flooded and impassable for vehicles. On major artery Interstate 95 in Broward County, southbound traffic was being diverted around a flooded section and contractors were on their way to pump the drainage system, the Florida Highway Patrol said in an email. The interstate wouldn't reopen until after water is drained, the agency said. 




The Miami weather service office issued increasingly dire warnings.
"Life-threatening flooding is now ongoing," the service said on the X social media platform. "Please stay off the roadways and get to higher ground." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Mayors in Fort Lauderdale and Hollywood declared a state of emergency for their cities on Wednesday afternoon. Later Wednesday, Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis also declared a state of emergency for five counties -- Broward and Miami-Dade on Florida's Atlantic coast and Collier, Lee and Sarasota counties on the state's west coast.
Miami-Dade County Mayor Daniella Levine Cava also issued a local state of emergency.

    


"Due to ongoing heavy rainfall, several roadways throughout the City of Fort Lauderdale, including major thoroughfares like Broward Boulevard and Federal Highway near downtown are experiencing high water levels," Fort Lauderdale Mayor Dean Trantalis said on X.
In nearby Hollywood, Mike Viesel was driving home Wednesday afternoon with his dog Humi when he was caught in deep floodwater along a low-lying street, he told the Miami Herald.
As he slowed down and stopped, Viesel said other cars drove past him, sending even more water into his vehicle. His engine stalled.
"I'd walk out of my car," he told the Herald, but his dog "has a problem with water." 
In Miami's Edgewater neighborhood, the lobby of the building that Alfredo Rodriguez moved into a year ago already had water puddles inside on Wednesday morning. He told the Miami Herald the building has flooded five times since he moved in.
"It was a surprise to me. I want to leave this place in the next three months. This is horrible. I can't pull my car around," he said of the flooded streets.
Dozens of flights were delayed or canceled at Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport. The NHL's Florida Panthers were delayed more than three hours from departing Fort Lauderdale for their nearly six-hour flight to Edmonton for Games 3 and 4 of the Stanley Cup Final.

    


Further north, the National Weather Service in Melbourne confirmed that an EF-1 tornado hit Hobe Sound on Florida's Atlantic Coast north of West Palm Beach on Wednesday morning. 
The winds knocked down multiple banyan trees and caused some damage to a store, Martin County Fire Rescue officials said. No injuries were reported, but access to wealthy Jupiter Island was cut off by debris on the road.
It's already been a wet and blustery week in Florida. In Miami, about 6 inches (15 centimeters) of rain fell Tuesday and 7 inches (17 centimeters) in Miami Beach, according to the National Weather Service. Hollywood got about 5 inches (12 centimeters).
Bryan McNoldy, a senior research associate at the University of Miami Rosenstiel School, noted on X that some 9 inches (23 centimeters) had fallen on parts of South Florida from 7 a.m to 6 p.m. on Wednesday in addition to the rain that fell on Tuesday.

    


"We are in trouble," McNoldy wrote.
More rain was forecast for the rest of the week, leading the weather service office in Miami to extend a flash flood watch through Thursday. Some places could see another 6 inches (15 centimeters) of rain.
The western side of the state, much of which has been in a prolonged drought, also got some major rainfall. Nearly 6.5 inches of rain fell Tuesday at Sarasota Bradenton International Airport, the weather service says, and flash flood warnings were in effect in those areas as well.
Forecasts predict an unusually busy hurricane season.
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration estimates there is an 85% chance that the Atlantic hurricane season will be above average, predicting between 17 and 25 named storms in the coming months including up to 13 hurricanes and four major hurricanes. An average season has 14 named storms.

    


Fort Lauderdale was hit hard in April 2023 with record rainfall totals ranging from 15 inches (38 centimeters) to 26 inches (66 centimeters). Many homes and businesses were flooded.
_____
Associated Press sports writer Stephen Whyno in Edmonton, Canada, and Freida Frisaro in Cooper City, Florida, contributed to this story.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/rain-florida-flooding-hurricane-season-a37631902e119c0036d1fd51da2dba15
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    [image: FILE - In this undated photo provided by Greece's coast guard on Wednesday, June 14, 2023, scores of people sit on a battered fishing boat that later capsized and sank off southern Greece. The sinking of the Adriana a year ago in international waters 75 kilometers (45 miles) off southern Greece was one of the worst of its kind in the Mediterranean Sea. Only 82 bodies were recovered, so hundreds of families still lack even the grim satisfaction of certitude that their relatives are dead. (Hellenic Coast Guard via AP, File)]
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[image: Ali Elwan of Egypt, a survivor of the Pylos shipwreck, poses a photo following an interview with The Associated Press, in Athens, Saturday June 7, 2024. Ali is a poor swimmer, and as he struggled to keep afloat far from the Greek coast, desperate hands clutched at his arms, legs and neck. He lived to tell the story of one of the Mediterranean Sea's worst migrant shipwrecks. But nearly a year after, the whys and wherefores remain hazy, and passengers who survived the hellish journey say they've seen no justice. (AP Photo/Lefteris Pitarakis)]
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[image: Zeeshan Sarwar a 28-year-old Pakistani survivor poses for a photo in a field, in Malakasa village, north of Athens, during an interview with The Associated Press, on Saturday, June 8, 2024. A year after one of the worst migrant boat tragedies in the Mediterranean Sea, there are only hazy answers as to why hundreds of lives were lost and who can be held answerable. Survivors say they are still waiting for justice, while bearing the trauma of the shipwreck and the horrible five-day journey that preceded it. (AP Photo/Yorgos Karahalis)]
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[image: Rana Husnain from Pakistan speaks during an interview with The Associated Press at Malakasa village, north of Athens, Greece, Saturday, June 8, 2024. A year after one of the worst migrant boat tragedies in the Mediterranean Sea, there are only hazy answers as to why hundreds of lives were lost and who can be held answerable. Survivors say they are still waiting for justice, while bearing the trauma of the shipwreck and the horrible five-day journey that preceded it. (AP Photo/Yorgos Karahalis)]
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[image: Pakistani survivors Zeeshan Sarwar, left and Rana Husnain are photographed in Malakasa village, north of Athens, during an interview with The Associated Press, on Saturday, June 8, 2024. A year after one of the worst migrant boat tragedies in the Mediterranean Sea, there are only hazy answers as to why hundreds of lives were lost and who can be held answerable. Survivors say they are still waiting for justice, while bearing the trauma of the shipwreck and the horrible five-day journey that preceded it. (AP Photo/Yorgos Karahalis)]
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[image: FILE- Survivors of a shipwreck sleep at a warehouse at the port in Kalamata town, about 240 kilometers (150 miles) southwest of Athens, Wednesday, June 14, 2023. A year after one of the worst migrant boat tragedies in the Mediterranean Sea, there are only hazy answers as to why hundreds of lives were lost and who can be held answerable. Survivors say they are still waiting for justice, while bearing the trauma of the shipwreck and the horrible five-day journey that preceded it. (AP Photos/Thanassis Stavrakis, File)]
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[image: FILE- Survivors of a shipwreck rest at a warehouse on the port in Kalamata town, about 240 kilometers (150 miles) southwest of Athens, Wednesday, June 14, 2023. A year after one of the worst migrant boat tragedies in the Mediterranean Sea, there are only hazy answers as to why hundreds of lives were lost and who can be held answerable. Survivors say they are still waiting for justice, while bearing the trauma of the shipwreck and the horrible five-day journey that preceded it. (AP Photos/Thanassis Stavrakis, File)]
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[image: FILE - Survivors of a shipwreck stand outside a warehouse at the port in Kalamata town, about 240 kilometers (150miles) southwest of Athens, Greece, Thursday, June 15, 2023. A year after one of the worst migrant boat tragedies in the Mediterranean Sea, there are only hazy answers as to why hundreds of lives were lost and who can be held answerable. Survivors say they are still waiting for justice, while bearing the trauma of the shipwreck and the horrible five-day journey that preceded it. (AP Photos/Thanassis Stavrakis, File)]
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[image: FILE - Kassem Abo Zeed holds up a photograph with his wife, Ezra, who is missing after a fishing boat carrying migrants sank off southern Greece, in the southern port city of Kalamata on June 15, 2023. A year after one of the worst migrant boat tragedies in the Mediterranean Sea, there are only hazy answers as to why hundreds of lives were lost and who can be held answerable. Survivors say they are still waiting for justice, while bearing the trauma of the shipwreck and the horrible five-day journey that preceded it. (AP Photos/Thanassis Stavrakis, File)]
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[image: FILE- Sohaib Asghar, center, waits at the turnstiles and speaks with survivors of a deadly migrant boat which sunk, at a migrant camp in Malakasa north of Athens, on June 19, 2023. A year after one of the worst migrant boat tragedies in the Mediterranean Sea, there are only hazy answers as to why hundreds of lives were lost and who can be held answerable. Survivors say they are still waiting for justice, while bearing the trauma of the shipwreck and the horrible five-day journey that preceded it. (AP Photos/Petros Giannakouris, File)]
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[image: FILE- A man cries after speaking with survivors of a deadly migrant boat sinking at a migrant camp in Malakasa north of Athens, on June 19, 2023. A year after one of the worst migrant boat tragedies in the Mediterranean Sea, there are only hazy answers as to why hundreds of lives were lost and who can be held answerable. Survivors say they are still waiting for justice, while bearing the trauma of the shipwreck and the horrible five-day journey that preceded it. (AP Photos/Petros Giannakouris, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 11 | FILE- A man cries after speaking with survivors of a deadly migrant boat sinking at a migrant camp in Malakasa north of Athens, on June 19, 2023. A year after one of the worst migrant boat tragedies in the Mediterranean Sea, there are only hazy answers as to why hundreds of lives were lost and who can be held answerable. Survivors say they are still waiting for justice, while bearing the trauma of the shipwreck and the horrible five-day journey that preceded it. (AP Photos/Petros Giannakouris, File)
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    [image: FILE - In this undated photo provided by Greece's coast guard on Wednesday, June 14, 2023, scores of people sit on a battered fishing boat that later capsized and sank off southern Greece. The sinking of the Adriana a year ago in international waters 75 kilometers (45 miles) off southern Greece was one of the worst of its kind in the Mediterranean Sea. Only 82 bodies were recovered, so hundreds of families still lack even the grim satisfaction of certitude that their relatives are dead. (Hellenic Coast Guard via AP, File)]
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[image: Ali Elwan of Egypt, a survivor of the Pylos shipwreck, poses a photo following an interview with The Associated Press, in Athens, Saturday June 7, 2024. Ali is a poor swimmer, and as he struggled to keep afloat far from the Greek coast, desperate hands clutched at his arms, legs and neck. He lived to tell the story of one of the Mediterranean Sea's worst migrant shipwrecks. But nearly a year after, the whys and wherefores remain hazy, and passengers who survived the hellish journey say they've seen no justice. (AP Photo/Lefteris Pitarakis)]
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[image: Zeeshan Sarwar a 28-year-old Pakistani survivor poses for a photo in a field, in Malakasa village, north of Athens, during an interview with The Associated Press, on Saturday, June 8, 2024. A year after one of the worst migrant boat tragedies in the Mediterranean Sea, there are only hazy answers as to why hundreds of lives were lost and who can be held answerable. Survivors say they are still waiting for justice, while bearing the trauma of the shipwreck and the horrible five-day journey that preceded it. (AP Photo/Yorgos Karahalis)]
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[image: Rana Husnain from Pakistan speaks during an interview with The Associated Press at Malakasa village, north of Athens, Greece, Saturday, June 8, 2024. A year after one of the worst migrant boat tragedies in the Mediterranean Sea, there are only hazy answers as to why hundreds of lives were lost and who can be held answerable. Survivors say they are still waiting for justice, while bearing the trauma of the shipwreck and the horrible five-day journey that preceded it. (AP Photo/Yorgos Karahalis)]
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[image: Pakistani survivors Zeeshan Sarwar, left and Rana Husnain are photographed in Malakasa village, north of Athens, during an interview with The Associated Press, on Saturday, June 8, 2024. A year after one of the worst migrant boat tragedies in the Mediterranean Sea, there are only hazy answers as to why hundreds of lives were lost and who can be held answerable. Survivors say they are still waiting for justice, while bearing the trauma of the shipwreck and the horrible five-day journey that preceded it. (AP Photo/Yorgos Karahalis)]
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[image: FILE- Survivors of a shipwreck sleep at a warehouse at the port in Kalamata town, about 240 kilometers (150 miles) southwest of Athens, Wednesday, June 14, 2023. A year after one of the worst migrant boat tragedies in the Mediterranean Sea, there are only hazy answers as to why hundreds of lives were lost and who can be held answerable. Survivors say they are still waiting for justice, while bearing the trauma of the shipwreck and the horrible five-day journey that preceded it. (AP Photos/Thanassis Stavrakis, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 11 | FILE- Survivors of a shipwreck sleep at a warehouse at the port in Kalamata town, about 240 kilometers (150 miles) southwest of Athens, Wednesday, June 14, 2023. A year after one of the worst migrant boat tragedies in the Mediterranean Sea, there are only hazy answers as to why hundreds of lives were lost and who can be held answerable. Survivors say they are still waiting for justice, while bearing the trauma of the shipwreck and the horrible five-day journey that preceded it. (AP Photos/Thanassis Stavrakis, File)
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[image: FILE- Survivors of a shipwreck rest at a warehouse on the port in Kalamata town, about 240 kilometers (150 miles) southwest of Athens, Wednesday, June 14, 2023. A year after one of the worst migrant boat tragedies in the Mediterranean Sea, there are only hazy answers as to why hundreds of lives were lost and who can be held answerable. Survivors say they are still waiting for justice, while bearing the trauma of the shipwreck and the horrible five-day journey that preceded it. (AP Photos/Thanassis Stavrakis, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 11 | FILE- Survivors of a shipwreck rest at a warehouse on the port in Kalamata town, about 240 kilometers (150 miles) southwest of Athens, Wednesday, June 14, 2023. A year after one of the worst migrant boat tragedies in the Mediterranean Sea, there are only hazy answers as to why hundreds of lives were lost and who can be held answerable. Survivors say they are still waiting for justice, while bearing the trauma of the shipwreck and the horrible five-day journey that preceded it. (AP Photos/Thanassis Stavrakis, File)
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FILE- Survivors of a shipwreck rest at a warehouse on the port in Kalamata town, about 240 kilometers (150 miles) southwest of Athens, Wednesday, June 14, 2023. A year after one of the worst migrant boat tragedies in the Mediterranean Sea, there are only hazy answers as to why hundreds of lives were lost and who can be held answerable. Survivors say they are still waiting for justice, while bearing the trauma of the shipwreck and the horrible five-day journey that preceded it. (AP Photos/Thanassis Stavrakis, File)
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[image: FILE - Survivors of a shipwreck stand outside a warehouse at the port in Kalamata town, about 240 kilometers (150miles) southwest of Athens, Greece, Thursday, June 15, 2023. A year after one of the worst migrant boat tragedies in the Mediterranean Sea, there are only hazy answers as to why hundreds of lives were lost and who can be held answerable. Survivors say they are still waiting for justice, while bearing the trauma of the shipwreck and the horrible five-day journey that preceded it. (AP Photos/Thanassis Stavrakis, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 11 | FILE - Survivors of a shipwreck stand outside a warehouse at the port in Kalamata town, about 240 kilometers (150miles) southwest of Athens, Greece, Thursday, June 15, 2023. A year after one of the worst migrant boat tragedies in the Mediterranean Sea, there are only hazy answers as to why hundreds of lives were lost and who can be held answerable. Survivors say they are still waiting for justice, while bearing the trauma of the shipwreck and the horrible five-day journey that preceded it. (AP Photos/Thanassis Stavrakis, File)
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FILE - Survivors of a shipwreck stand outside a warehouse at the port in Kalamata town, about 240 kilometers (150miles) southwest of Athens, Greece, Thursday, June 15, 2023. A year after one of the worst migrant boat tragedies in the Mediterranean Sea, there are only hazy answers as to why hundreds of lives were lost and who can be held answerable. Survivors say they are still waiting for justice, while bearing the trauma of the shipwreck and the horrible five-day journey that preceded it. (AP Photos/Thanassis Stavrakis, File)
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[image: FILE - Kassem Abo Zeed holds up a photograph with his wife, Ezra, who is missing after a fishing boat carrying migrants sank off southern Greece, in the southern port city of Kalamata on June 15, 2023. A year after one of the worst migrant boat tragedies in the Mediterranean Sea, there are only hazy answers as to why hundreds of lives were lost and who can be held answerable. Survivors say they are still waiting for justice, while bearing the trauma of the shipwreck and the horrible five-day journey that preceded it. (AP Photos/Thanassis Stavrakis, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 11 | FILE - Kassem Abo Zeed holds up a photograph with his wife, Ezra, who is missing after a fishing boat carrying migrants sank off southern Greece, in the southern port city of Kalamata on June 15, 2023. A year after one of the worst migrant boat tragedies in the Mediterranean Sea, there are only hazy answers as to why hundreds of lives were lost and who can be held answerable. Survivors say they are still waiting for justice, while bearing the trauma of the shipwreck and the horrible five-day journey that preceded it. (AP Photos/Thanassis Stavrakis, File)
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FILE - Kassem Abo Zeed holds up a photograph with his wife, Ezra, who is missing after a fishing boat carrying migrants sank off southern Greece, in the southern port city of Kalamata on June 15, 2023. A year after one of the worst migrant boat tragedies in the Mediterranean Sea, there are only hazy answers as to why hundreds of lives were lost and who can be held answerable. Survivors say they are still waiting for justice, while bearing the trauma of the shipwreck and the horrible five-day journey that preceded it. (AP Photos/Thanassis Stavrakis, File)
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[image: FILE- Sohaib Asghar, center, waits at the turnstiles and speaks with survivors of a deadly migrant boat which sunk, at a migrant camp in Malakasa north of Athens, on June 19, 2023. A year after one of the worst migrant boat tragedies in the Mediterranean Sea, there are only hazy answers as to why hundreds of lives were lost and who can be held answerable. Survivors say they are still waiting for justice, while bearing the trauma of the shipwreck and the horrible five-day journey that preceded it. (AP Photos/Petros Giannakouris, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 11 | FILE- Sohaib Asghar, center, waits at the turnstiles and speaks with survivors of a deadly migrant boat which sunk, at a migrant camp in Malakasa north of Athens, on June 19, 2023. A year after one of the worst migrant boat tragedies in the Mediterranean Sea, there are only hazy answers as to why hundreds of lives were lost and who can be held answerable. Survivors say they are still waiting for justice, while bearing the trauma of the shipwreck and the horrible five-day journey that preceded it. (AP Photos/Petros Giannakouris, File)
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FILE- Sohaib Asghar, center, waits at the turnstiles and speaks with survivors of a deadly migrant boat which sunk, at a migrant camp in Malakasa north of Athens, on June 19, 2023. A year after one of the worst migrant boat tragedies in the Mediterranean Sea, there are only hazy answers as to why hundreds of lives were lost and who can be held answerable. Survivors say they are still waiting for justice, while bearing the trauma of the shipwreck and the horrible five-day journey that preceded it. (AP Photos/Petros Giannakouris, File)
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[image: FILE- A man cries after speaking with survivors of a deadly migrant boat sinking at a migrant camp in Malakasa north of Athens, on June 19, 2023. A year after one of the worst migrant boat tragedies in the Mediterranean Sea, there are only hazy answers as to why hundreds of lives were lost and who can be held answerable. Survivors say they are still waiting for justice, while bearing the trauma of the shipwreck and the horrible five-day journey that preceded it. (AP Photos/Petros Giannakouris, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 11 | FILE- A man cries after speaking with survivors of a deadly migrant boat sinking at a migrant camp in Malakasa north of Athens, on June 19, 2023. A year after one of the worst migrant boat tragedies in the Mediterranean Sea, there are only hazy answers as to why hundreds of lives were lost and who can be held answerable. Survivors say they are still waiting for justice, while bearing the trauma of the shipwreck and the horrible five-day journey that preceded it. (AP Photos/Petros Giannakouris, File)
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FILE- A man cries after speaking with survivors of a deadly migrant boat sinking at a migrant camp in Malakasa north of Athens, on June 19, 2023. A year after one of the worst migrant boat tragedies in the Mediterranean Sea, there are only hazy answers as to why hundreds of lives were lost and who can be held answerable. Survivors say they are still waiting for justice, while bearing the trauma of the shipwreck and the horrible five-day journey that preceded it. (AP Photos/Petros Giannakouris, File)
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                                        ATHENS, Greece (AP) -- Desperate hands clutched at Ali Elwan's arms, legs and neck, and screams misted his ears, as he spat out saltwater and fought for three hours to keep afloat in the night, dozens of miles from land.
Although a poor swimmer, he lived -- one of just 104 survivors from the wreck of a dilapidated old metal fishing boat smuggling up to 750 migrants from North Africa to Europe.
"I was so, so lucky," the 30-year-old Egyptian told The Associated Press in Athens, Greece, where he works odd jobs while he waits to hear the outcome of his asylum application. "I have two babies. Maybe I stay(ed) in this life for them."
Thousands have died in Mediterranean Sea shipwrecks in recent years as migrants from the Middle East, Asia and Africa seek a better life in the affluent European Union.
But the sinking of the Adriana a year ago Friday in international waters 75 kilometers (45 miles) off Pylos in southern Greece was one of the worst. Only 82 bodies were recovered, so that hundreds of families still lack even the grim certitude that their relatives are dead.

    


Elwan, a cook whose wife and children are in Cairo, says he still gets phone calls from Egypt from mothers, brothers and wives of the missing.




"We (left) home to get best life for family and until now (their families) know nothing about them," he said.
And after a year there are only hazy answers as to why so many lives were lost, what caused the shipwreck and who can be held answerable.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Migrant charities and human rights groups have strongly criticized Greece's handling of the sinking and its aftermath.
Human Rights Watch and Amnesty International said Thursday "a credible process for accountability" was needed.
"It is unconscionable that one year since this horrific tragedy, the investigation into the potential liability of (Greece's) Coast Guard has barely progressed," HRW official Judith Sunderland said in the groups' joint statement.

    


The Greek coast guard, migration ministry and other officials did not respond to AP requests for comment ahead of the anniversary.
Authorities had a coast guard boat on the scene and merchant ships in the vicinity during the trawler's last hours. They blame smugglers who crammed hundreds of people into an unseaworthy vessel -- most in an airless hold designed to store a catch of fish -- for a nightmare voyage from Libya to Italy. 
They also say the Adriana capsized when its passengers -- some of whom wanted to press on for Italy after five dreadful days at sea, others to seek safety in Greece -- suddenly surged to one side, causing it to lurch and turn turtle. And they insist that offers to take the migrants off the ship were rebuffed by people set on reaching Italy.
Elwan -- who says he was on deck with a clear view of what happened -- and other survivors say the lurching followed a botched coast guard attempt to tow the trawler. He claimed the coast guard hurriedly cut the towline when it became evident the Adriana would sink and drag their boat down with it.
"If you find the ship (at the bottom of the sea), you will find this rope" still attached to it, he said.

    


But the logistics make such a feat nigh-on impossible, Greek authorities say, as the ship rests some 5 kilometers (more than 3 miles) down, at one of the Mediterranean's deepest points.
The coast guard has denied any towing attempt, and allegations that its vessel tried to shift the trawler into neighboring Italy's area of responsibility.
A naval court began investigating last June, but has released no information on its progress or findings.
Separately, in November Greece's state ombudsman started an independent probe into authorities' handling of the tragedy, bemoaning the coast guard's "express denial" to initiate a disciplinary investigation.
Last month, a Greek court dropped charges against nine Egyptians accused of crewing the Adriana and causing the shipwreck. Without examining evidence for or against them, it determined that Greece lacked jurisdiction as the wreck occurred in international waters.

    


Effie Doussi, one of the Egyptians' defense lawyers, argued that the ruling was "politically convenient" for Greek authorities.
"It saved the Greek state from being exposed over how the coast guard acted, given their responsibility for rescue," she said. 
Doussi said a full hearing would have included testimony from survivors and other witnesses, and let defense lawyers seek additional evidence from the coast guard, such as potential mobile phone data.
Zeeshan Sarwar, a 28-year-old Pakistani survivor, said he's still waiting for justice, "but apparently there is nothing." 
"I may be looking fine right now, but I am broken from the inside. We are not getting justice," he told the AP. "We are not receiving any information about the people of coast guard ... that the court has found them guilty or not."

    


Elwan, the Egyptian, said he can still only sleep for three or four hours a night.
"I remember every second that happened to me," he said. "I can't forget anything because (I) lost friends in this ship."
The journey that preceded the wreck was also horrendous.
Survivors said Pakistanis were confined in the hold and beaten by the crew if they tried to stir. But Arabic-speaking Egyptians and Syrians enjoyed the relative luxury of the deck. For many, that spelled the difference between life and death when the ship capsized.
"Our condition was very bad on the first day because it was the first time in our life that we were traveling on the sea," Sarwar said. 
"If a person ... tried to vomit, then they used to say that you have to do it right here on your lap, you can't get (outside)," he said. "On the fifth day, people were fainting because of hunger and thirst. One man died."
Elwan said he left for Europe secretly, telling his wife he would be away for months, working at an Egyptian Red Sea resort.
He's upset that he's still to be granted asylum, unlike many Syrian survivors who, he said, have moved on to western Europe.
"Only people from Egypt can't get papers," he said. "I've been working for 10 months to send money for my family ... If someone says come and move rubbish, I will go and move this rubbish, no problem for me."
If he gets residence papers, Elwan wants to work in Greece and bring his family over. 
Otherwise, "I will go to Italy, maybe Germany. I don't know."
___
AP journalist Lefteris Pitarakis contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/greece-migrant-shipwreck-survivors-anniversary-a6386a5e7287920766b79e35a981ad8a
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Tatum, Brown help Celtics hold off huge Dallas rally for 106-99 win, 3-0 lead in NBA Finals
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    [image: Boston Celtics forward Jayson Tatum (0) and guard Jrue Holiday react as Dallas Mavericks guard Kyrie Irving (11) and forward P.J. Washington walk off away after the Celtics won 109-66 in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 15 | Boston Celtics forward Jayson Tatum (0) and guard Jrue Holiday react as Dallas Mavericks guard Kyrie Irving (11) and forward P.J. Washington walk off away after the Celtics won 109-66 in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde)
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[image: Boston Celtics forward Jayson Tatum, left, is hugged by guard Jaylen Brown after they defeated the Dallas Mavericks 106-99 in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 15 | Boston Celtics forward Jayson Tatum, left, is hugged by guard Jaylen Brown after they defeated the Dallas Mavericks 106-99 in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)
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[image: Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic heads to the lockers after Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals against the Boston Celtics, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. The Celtics won 106-99. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 15 | Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic heads to the lockers after Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals against the Boston Celtics, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. The Celtics won 106-99. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde)
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[image: Boston Celtics forward Jayson Tatum reacts after scoring a basket against the Dallas Mavericks during the first half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 15 | Boston Celtics forward Jayson Tatum reacts after scoring a basket against the Dallas Mavericks during the first half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde)
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[image: Boston Celtics guard Jaylen Brown (7) shoots against Dallas Mavericks forward Maxi Kleber (42) during the second half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 15 | Boston Celtics guard Jaylen Brown (7) shoots against Dallas Mavericks forward Maxi Kleber (42) during the second half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)
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[image: Dallas Mavericks guard Kyrie Irving shoots against Boston Celtics center Al Horford during the first half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 15 | Dallas Mavericks guard Kyrie Irving shoots against Boston Celtics center Al Horford during the first half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde)
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[image: Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic reacts after a play against the Boston Celtics during the second half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 15 | Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic reacts after a play against the Boston Celtics during the second half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)
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[image: NFL football quarterback Patrick Mahomes, right, of the Kansas City Chiefs, sits courtside with his wife Brittany Mahomes during the second half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals between the Dallas Mavericks and the Boston Celtics, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 15 | NFL football quarterback Patrick Mahomes, right, of the Kansas City Chiefs, sits courtside with his wife Brittany Mahomes during the second half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals between the Dallas Mavericks and the Boston Celtics, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde)
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[image: Former NFL football running back Emmitt Smith, left, sits with former NBA basketball players Dirk Nowitzki, second from left, and Steve Nash, second from right, and businessman Patrick Dumont, right, during the second half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals between the Dallas Mavericks and the Boston Celtics, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 15 | Former NFL football running back Emmitt Smith, left, sits with former NBA basketball players Dirk Nowitzki, second from left, and Steve Nash, second from right, and businessman Patrick Dumont, right, during the second half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals between the Dallas Mavericks and the Boston Celtics, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde)
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[image: Boston Celtics forward Jayson Tatum, left, drives against Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic during the second half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 15 | Boston Celtics forward Jayson Tatum, left, drives against Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic during the second half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)
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[image: Boston Celtics guard Jaylen Brown, right, shoots against Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic during the second half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 15 | Boston Celtics guard Jaylen Brown, right, shoots against Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic during the second half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)
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[image: Boston Celtics forward Jayson Tatum, drives against Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic during the second half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 15 | Boston Celtics forward Jayson Tatum, drives against Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic during the second half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)
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[image: Dallas Mavericks center Dereck Lively II hangs from the rim after a basket against the Boston Celtics during the first half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 15 | Dallas Mavericks center Dereck Lively II hangs from the rim after a basket against the Boston Celtics during the first half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde)
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[image: Boston Celtics forward Jayson Tatum, center, goes up for a basket against Dallas Mavericks center Dereck Lively II, right, during the first half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 15 | Boston Celtics forward Jayson Tatum, center, goes up for a basket against Dallas Mavericks center Dereck Lively II, right, during the first half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde)
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[image: Boston Celtics forward Jayson Tatum, left, scores a basket in front of Dallas Mavericks forward P.J. Washington during the second half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 15 | Boston Celtics forward Jayson Tatum, left, scores a basket in front of Dallas Mavericks forward P.J. Washington during the second half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)
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        Tatum, Brown help Celtics hold off huge Dallas rally for 106-99 win, 3-0 lead in NBA Finals

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Boston Celtics forward Jayson Tatum (0) and guard Jrue Holiday react as Dallas Mavericks guard Kyrie Irving (11) and forward P.J. Washington walk off away after the Celtics won 109-66 in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde)]
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[image: Boston Celtics forward Jayson Tatum, left, is hugged by guard Jaylen Brown after they defeated the Dallas Mavericks 106-99 in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 15 | Boston Celtics forward Jayson Tatum, left, is hugged by guard Jaylen Brown after they defeated the Dallas Mavericks 106-99 in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)
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Boston Celtics forward Jayson Tatum, left, is hugged by guard Jaylen Brown after they defeated the Dallas Mavericks 106-99 in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic heads to the lockers after Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals against the Boston Celtics, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. The Celtics won 106-99. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 15 | Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic heads to the lockers after Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals against the Boston Celtics, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. The Celtics won 106-99. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde)
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Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic heads to the lockers after Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals against the Boston Celtics, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. The Celtics won 106-99. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde)
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[image: Boston Celtics forward Jayson Tatum reacts after scoring a basket against the Dallas Mavericks during the first half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 15 | Boston Celtics forward Jayson Tatum reacts after scoring a basket against the Dallas Mavericks during the first half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde)
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Boston Celtics forward Jayson Tatum reacts after scoring a basket against the Dallas Mavericks during the first half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Boston Celtics guard Jaylen Brown (7) shoots against Dallas Mavericks forward Maxi Kleber (42) during the second half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 15 | Boston Celtics guard Jaylen Brown (7) shoots against Dallas Mavericks forward Maxi Kleber (42) during the second half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)
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Boston Celtics guard Jaylen Brown (7) shoots against Dallas Mavericks forward Maxi Kleber (42) during the second half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)
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[image: Dallas Mavericks guard Kyrie Irving shoots against Boston Celtics center Al Horford during the first half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 15 | Dallas Mavericks guard Kyrie Irving shoots against Boston Celtics center Al Horford during the first half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde)
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Dallas Mavericks guard Kyrie Irving shoots against Boston Celtics center Al Horford during the first half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde)
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[image: Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic reacts after a play against the Boston Celtics during the second half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 15 | Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic reacts after a play against the Boston Celtics during the second half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)
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Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic reacts after a play against the Boston Celtics during the second half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)
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[image: NFL football quarterback Patrick Mahomes, right, of the Kansas City Chiefs, sits courtside with his wife Brittany Mahomes during the second half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals between the Dallas Mavericks and the Boston Celtics, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 15 | NFL football quarterback Patrick Mahomes, right, of the Kansas City Chiefs, sits courtside with his wife Brittany Mahomes during the second half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals between the Dallas Mavericks and the Boston Celtics, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde)
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NFL football quarterback Patrick Mahomes, right, of the Kansas City Chiefs, sits courtside with his wife Brittany Mahomes during the second half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals between the Dallas Mavericks and the Boston Celtics, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde)
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[image: Former NFL football running back Emmitt Smith, left, sits with former NBA basketball players Dirk Nowitzki, second from left, and Steve Nash, second from right, and businessman Patrick Dumont, right, during the second half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals between the Dallas Mavericks and the Boston Celtics, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 15 | Former NFL football running back Emmitt Smith, left, sits with former NBA basketball players Dirk Nowitzki, second from left, and Steve Nash, second from right, and businessman Patrick Dumont, right, during the second half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals between the Dallas Mavericks and the Boston Celtics, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde)
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Former NFL football running back Emmitt Smith, left, sits with former NBA basketball players Dirk Nowitzki, second from left, and Steve Nash, second from right, and businessman Patrick Dumont, right, during the second half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals between the Dallas Mavericks and the Boston Celtics, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde)
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[image: Boston Celtics forward Jayson Tatum, left, drives against Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic during the second half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 15 | Boston Celtics forward Jayson Tatum, left, drives against Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic during the second half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)
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Boston Celtics forward Jayson Tatum, left, drives against Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic during the second half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)
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[image: Boston Celtics guard Jaylen Brown, right, shoots against Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic during the second half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 15 | Boston Celtics guard Jaylen Brown, right, shoots against Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic during the second half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)
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Boston Celtics guard Jaylen Brown, right, shoots against Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic during the second half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)
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[image: Boston Celtics forward Jayson Tatum, drives against Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic during the second half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 15 | Boston Celtics forward Jayson Tatum, drives against Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic during the second half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)
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Boston Celtics forward Jayson Tatum, drives against Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic during the second half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)
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[image: Dallas Mavericks center Dereck Lively II hangs from the rim after a basket against the Boston Celtics during the first half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 15 | Dallas Mavericks center Dereck Lively II hangs from the rim after a basket against the Boston Celtics during the first half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde)
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Dallas Mavericks center Dereck Lively II hangs from the rim after a basket against the Boston Celtics during the first half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde)
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[image: Boston Celtics forward Jayson Tatum, center, goes up for a basket against Dallas Mavericks center Dereck Lively II, right, during the first half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 15 | Boston Celtics forward Jayson Tatum, center, goes up for a basket against Dallas Mavericks center Dereck Lively II, right, during the first half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde)
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Boston Celtics forward Jayson Tatum, center, goes up for a basket against Dallas Mavericks center Dereck Lively II, right, during the first half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde)
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[image: Boston Celtics forward Jayson Tatum, left, scores a basket in front of Dallas Mavericks forward P.J. Washington during the second half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 15 | Boston Celtics forward Jayson Tatum, left, scores a basket in front of Dallas Mavericks forward P.J. Washington during the second half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)
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Boston Celtics forward Jayson Tatum, left, scores a basket in front of Dallas Mavericks forward P.J. Washington during the second half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)
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                                        DALLAS (AP) -- Jayson Tatum and Jaylen Brown shared a long hug after helping Boston avoid the biggest collapse in an NBA Finals game since at least 1997.
The reward? The Celtics stars are on the brink of joining the litany of big-name predecessors to put a banner above the parquet floor back home.
Tatum scored 31 points, Brown had 30 and the Celtics held off a furious Dallas rally to move to the verge of a record 18th championship with a 106-99 victory over the Mavericks on Wednesday night for a 3-0 lead.
Brown finished with eight rebounds and eight assists as the Celtics extended their franchise record with a 10th consecutive playoff victory and moved to 7-0 on the road this postseason. They can win the series and break a tie with the Lakers for most NBA championships with a victory Friday in Dallas.
And Boston can forget about nearly blowing a 21-point lead with 11 minutes to go.

    


"Not really trying to look too much into it," Tatum said. "The game of basketball is about runs. It's never going to go like you expected. If you want to be a champion, you have to be resilient in those situations, and we did that tonight."




Boston also improved to 10-1 in these playoffs without Kristaps Porzingis after the 7-foot-2 Latvian was ruled out before the game because of a rare tendon injury in his lower left leg sustained in Game 2.
The status of Porzingis for the rest of the series appears in doubt, but it might not matter. None of the previous 156 teams to face a 3-0 deficit has rallied to win an NBA playoff series.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Mavs almost pulled off a crazy comeback to avoid the big hole -- 13 years after Dallas had the biggest fourth-quarter rally in the play-by-play era of the NBA Finals (since 1997) when a 15-point comeback in Game 2 started its run to the franchise's only title against Miami.
Boston led 91-70 at the end of a 20-5 run early in the fourth quarter before Dallas answered with a 22-2 spurt to get within a point with 3 1/2 minutes remaining.

    


Problem was, Luka Doncic picked up his sixth foul with 4:12 remaining when a challenge was unsuccessful before Kyrie Irving, who scored 35 points, hit a jumper to get Dallas within one.
Tatum and Brown saved the Celtics from there, with some help from Derrick White, who scored 16. Those three combined for the remaining 13 Boston points to get the Celtics within a victory of their first title since 2008, and just the second since 1986.
The Celtics have led 3-0 in the NBA Finals only once, finishing off the Lakers in a sweep in 1959.
The first step for Dallas is trying to avoid getting swept in a seven-game series for just the second time in franchise history.
"We just got to make history," rookie Mavs center Dereck Lively II said. "We got to go out there and we just got to play like our lives are on the line." 
In a game that seemed over early in the fourth, the score was stuck on 93-90 for more than three minutes. That included when Doncic was called for a blocking foul on a driving Brown. 
The Mavs had nothing to lose with the challenge, since it meant trying to save their superstar from disqualification.

    


Without Doncic, P.J. Washington Jr., Irving and Tim Hardaway Jr. each missed a 3-pointer in the final minute as Irving's personal losing streak against his former team reached 13 games.
"We had a good chance," Doncic said. "We were close. Just didn't get it. I wish I was out there."
An energized Dallas crowd was ready for its first finals game in 13 years, with Super Bowl-winning quarterback and Mavs fan Patrick Mahomes of the Kansas City Chiefs frequently getting out of his seat near midcourt.
The Mavs used the needed boost coming off two losses in Boston, taking their biggest lead of the series while running out to a 22-9 lead. Doncic and Irving drove for buckets while also hitting a 3 apiece.
The Celtics answered with a 21-9 finish to the first quarter. Sam Hauser hit two of his first-half 3s -- on three attempts -- to help wrap up a run that started with four points from Brown and a 3 from Tatum.
Defense dominated the start of the second quarter, Boston holding a 5-2 edge nearly six minutes in before Irving and Tatum traded 3s to start a scoring burst.

    


"They came out swinging," Tatum said. "That was to be expected. They were at home, the crowd was behind them. We expected their first punch."
Once they withstood it, it appeared the Celtics would coast after outscoring the Mavs 35-19 in the third quarter, before the Mavs' late rally. And the answer from Tatum and Brown.
"We've been in those moments a lot," Brown said. "And we've been in those positions, and we've lost. It was great to overcome that with my brother, Jayson, and with our team. That was special."
After it was over, pockets of Celtics fans screamed with delight in a mostly empty arena, seemingly starting the celebration of the inevitable.
To everyone but the Celtics.

    


"You've got to understand we are just as vulnerable if not more vulnerable than they are," coach Joe Mazzulla said. "When you understand that you're vulnerable and your back's against the wall, you've got to fight. And so that's the mindset that we have to have."
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/hub/nba

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/nba-finals-celtics-mavericks-score-9e2aa5254dade3eaf56795b1fc94beb0



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Fired SpaceX employees sue the company for wrongfully terminating critics of CEO Elon Musk

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Tesla and SpaceX Chief Executive Officer Elon Musk speaks at the SATELLITE Conference and Exhibition in Washington, March 9, 2020. Eight former employees sued SpaceX and its CEO Musk, alleging that Musk ordered them fired after they challenged what they called rampant sexual harassment and a hostile ]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Tesla and SpaceX Chief Executive Officer Elon Musk speaks at the SATELLITE Conference and Exhibition in Washington, March 9, 2020. Eight former employees sued SpaceX and its CEO Musk, alleging that Musk ordered them fired after they challenged what they called rampant sexual harassment and a hostile "Animal House"-style work environment at the company. The employees, who filed suit in a California state court, detailed their complaints in a 2022 open letter to management they shared via a company intranet. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Eight former employees sued SpaceX and its CEO Elon Musk, alleging that Musk ordered them fired after they challenged what they called rampant sexual harassment and a hostile "Animal House"-style work environment at the company. 
The employees, who filed suit in a California state court, detailed their complaints in a 2022 open letter to management they shared via a company intranet. The next day, four of the plaintiffs were fired, they alleged; others were terminated later after an internal investigation.
In January, the federal National Labor Relations Board filed its own complaint against SpaceX based on issues raised by nine fired employees.
Among other workplace concerns, the open letter called on executives to condemn Musk's public behavior on X -- the platform then known as Twitter -- and to hold all employees accountable for unacceptable conduct. Musk's actions included making light of sexual harassment allegations against him -- charges that the billionaire denied.

    


"As our CEO and most prominent spokesperson, Elon is seen as the face of SpaceX -- every tweet that Elon sends is a de facto public statement by the company," the open letter said at the time. The letter also referred to Musk's actions as a "frequent source of distraction and embarrassment."




The plaintiffs are seeking unspecified monetary damages.
The complaint drew connections between Musk's behavior -- in particular, his often lewd posts on Twitter -- and the working environment at SpaceX. It states that one of the plaintiffs, Yaman Abdulhak, noted that many of the inappropriate examples cited in a 2021 "appropriate behavior" employee training "closely resembled the contents of Musk's tweets." Abdulhak sent examples of those tweets to the SpaceX human resources director, who took no action, the complaint stated.
SpaceX did not immediately reply to an emailed request for comment.
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Yemen's Houthi rebels launch boat-borne bomb attack against Greek-owned ship in Red Sea

    Yemen's Houthi rebels launch boat-borne bomb attack against Greek-owned ship in Red Sea

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: An HSC-7 helicopter lands on the Arleigh Burke-class guided missile destroyer USS Laboon in the Red Sea, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 6 | An HSC-7 helicopter lands on the Arleigh Burke-class guided missile destroyer USS Laboon in the Red Sea, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)
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[image: The USS aircraft carrier Dwight D. Eisenhower, also known as 'IKE', sails in the Red Sea on Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)]
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[image: A fighter jet parks on the deck of the USS aircraft carrier Dwight D. Eisenhower, also known as 'IKE', in the Red Sea, Tuesday, June 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)]
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[image: A sailor signals a fighter jet preparing to launch off the USS Dwight D. Eisenhower aircraft carrier in the Red Sea on Tuesday, June 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Jon Gambrell)]
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[image: A fighter jet takes off from the USS aircraft carrier Dwight D. Eisenhower, also known as 'IKE', in the Red Sea, Tuesday, June 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)]
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[image: This is a locator map for Yemen with its capital, Sanaa. (AP Photo)]
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        Yemen's Houthi rebels launch boat-borne bomb attack against Greek-owned ship in Red Sea

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: An HSC-7 helicopter lands on the Arleigh Burke-class guided missile destroyer USS Laboon in the Red Sea, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)]
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[image: A fighter jet takes off from the USS aircraft carrier Dwight D. Eisenhower, also known as 'IKE', in the Red Sea, Tuesday, June 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)]
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[image: This is a locator map for Yemen with its capital, Sanaa. (AP Photo)]
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                                        ABOARD THE USS LABOON IN THE RED SEA (AP) -- Yemen's Houthi rebels launched a boat-borne bomb attack against a commercial ship in the Red Sea on Wednesday, authorities said, the latest escalation despite a U.S.-led campaign trying to protect the vital waterway. 
The use of a boat loaded with explosives raised the specter of 2000's USS Cole attack, a suicide assault by al-Qaida on the warship when it was at port in Aden, killing 17 on board. Associated Press journalists saw the Cole in the Red Sea on Wednesday, now taking part in the U.S. campaign while visiting one of her sister ships, the USS Laboon. 
Yemen's military spokesman Brig. Gen. Yahya Saree claimed responsibility for the attack, identifying the vessel targeted as the Liberian-flagged, Greek-owned bulk carrier Tutor. He described the attack as using a "drone boat," as well as drones and ballistic missiles.

    


In a warning to shippers, the British military's United Kingdom Maritime Trade Operations center described the vessel as being hit in its stern by a small white craft southwest of the Houthi-controlled port city of Hodeida. 
The captain "reports the vessel is taking on water, and not under command of the crew," the UKMTO said. He also "reports the vessel was hit for a second time by an unknown airborne projectile."




The U.S. military's Central Command also acknowledged the attack, saying the Tutor "most recently docked in Russia." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The impact of the (drone boat) caused severe flooding and damage to the engine room," it added.
The U.S. military separately destroyed three anti-ship cruise missile launchers in Houthi-held Yemen, as well as one rebel drone over the Red Sea. The Houthis launched two anti-ship ballistic missiles over the Red Sea, but they caused no damage, Central Command said. 
The Houthis, who seized Yemen's capital nearly a decade ago and have been fighting a Saudi-led coalition since shortly after, have been targeting shipping throughout the Red Sea corridor over the Israel-Hamas war in the Gaza Strip. 

    


They say the attacks are aimed at stopping the war and supporting the Palestinians, though the attacks often target vessels that have nothing to do with the conflict.
The war in Gaza has killed more than 36,000 Palestinians there, while hundreds of others have been killed in Israeli operations in the West Bank. It began after Hamas-led militants attacked Israel on Oct. 7, killing about 1,200 people and taking around 250 hostage.
The Houthis have launched more than 50 attacks on shipping, killed three sailors, seized one vessel and sunk another since November, according to the U.S. Maritime Administration. A U.S.-led airstrike campaign has targeted the Houthis since January, with a series of strikes May 30 killing at least 16 people and wounding 42 others, the rebels say.
Associated Press journalists on an embark with the U.S. Navy were interviewing Cmdr. Eric Blomberg, the commanding officer of the Arleigh Burke-class guided missile destroyer Laboon, when the alert came in on the attack. Blomberg took multiple calls from sailors on board the vessel, giving updates on the apparent attack. 

    


The Laboon is one of the destroyers accompanying the USS Dwight D. Eisenhower aircraft carrier and both has shot down Houthi fire and escorted vessels through the region. Though Blomberg and others stressed they were still investigating the attack, he said it appeared the vessel targeted had nothing to do with the Israel-Hamas war. 
The Houthis "hit ships that are completely not associated or tied to the U.S. or Israel at all," Blomberg said. 
"These are just innocent merchant sailors carrying goods through the Red Sea, trying to get it through the least-expensive route, and they're paying for it," he said.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/yemen-houthis-attacks-red-sea-israel-hamas-12e8bf184bfa08669bbe17b8e1f99b0f
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In initial win for Argentine President Milei, senators approve his key bills after violent protests

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Anti-government protesters clash with police outside Congress, as lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Gustavo Garello)]


    

    
        
            
                    Anti-government protesters clash with police outside Congress, as lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Gustavo Garello)
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            Argentine riot police disperse protesters with water cannons and tear gas ahead of key Senate vote

        
        
            Argentine riot police fired water cannons and tear gas to disperse protesters who threw stones and Molotov cocktails outside Congress on Wednesday. The protests come as Argentina's Senate began voting on a state overhaul and tax bills proposed by President Javier Milei in the most serious test to date of the libertarian leader's vision of governance and change. (AP Video by Victor R. Caivano)
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            Water cannon used on protesters outside Argentina Senate as vote held on state overhaul, tax bills

        
        
            Protestors and police clashed outside Argentina's Congress on Wednesday. The protests come as Argentina's Senate began voting on a state overhaul and tax bills proposed by President Javier Milei in the most serious test to date of the libertarian leader's vision of governance and change. Police used water cannon to disperse the protesters.
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[image: A car burns as police clear the streets of anti-government protesters outside Congress, where lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Gustavo Garello)]
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[image: Police spray anti-government protesters outside Congress, as lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)]
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[image: An anti-government protester tries to alleviate the effect of gas sprayed by police outside Congress where lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 26 | An anti-government protester tries to alleviate the effect of gas sprayed by police outside Congress where lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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[image: Anti-government protesters are sprayed by a police water cannon outside Congress as lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)]
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Anti-government protesters are sprayed by a police water cannon outside Congress as lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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[image: An anti-government protester stands in front of police outside Congress, where lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 26 | An anti-government protester stands in front of police outside Congress, where lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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An anti-government protester stands in front of police outside Congress, where lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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[image: A police officer fires a weapon during clashes with anti-government protesters outside Congress, where lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Gustavo Garello)]
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A police officer fires a weapon during clashes with anti-government protesters outside Congress, where lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Gustavo Garello)
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[image: Police detain an anti-government protester outside Congress where lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]
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Police detain an anti-government protester outside Congress where lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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[image: Anti-government protesters clash with police outside Congress, as lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Gustavo Garello)]
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Anti-government protesters clash with police outside Congress, as lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Gustavo Garello)
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[image: Anti-government protesters gather outside Congress, as lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 26 | Anti-government protesters gather outside Congress, as lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    10 of 26
Anti-government protesters gather outside Congress, as lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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[image: A masked anti-government protester aims a toy gun during a demonstration outside Congress where lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. The sign at right reads in Spanish "Exterminator of the homeland." (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)]
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[image: A car burns during clashes between police and anti-government protesters outside Congress, where lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Gustavo Garello)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 26 | A car burns during clashes between police and anti-government protesters outside Congress, where lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Gustavo Garello)
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A car burns during clashes between police and anti-government protesters outside Congress, where lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Gustavo Garello)
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[image: Anti-government protesters play instruments outside Congress as lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Gustavo Garello)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 26 | Anti-government protesters play instruments outside Congress as lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Gustavo Garello)
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Anti-government protesters play instruments outside Congress as lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Gustavo Garello)
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[image: A police officer launches gas at anti-government protesters outside Congress, where lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 26 | A police officer launches gas at anti-government protesters outside Congress, where lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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A police officer launches gas at anti-government protesters outside Congress, where lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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[image: An anti-government protester kicks a burning vehicle during clashes with police outside Congress, where lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Gustavo Garello)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 26 | An anti-government protester kicks a burning vehicle during clashes with police outside Congress, where lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Gustavo Garello)
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An anti-government protester kicks a burning vehicle during clashes with police outside Congress, where lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Gustavo Garello)
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[image: Anti-government protesters gather outside Congress where lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Gustavo Garello)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 26 | Anti-government protesters gather outside Congress where lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Gustavo Garello)
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Anti-government protesters gather outside Congress where lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Gustavo Garello)
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[image: A trash bin burns following clashes between anti-government protesters and police outside Congress, where lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 26 | A trash bin burns following clashes between anti-government protesters and police outside Congress, where lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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A trash bin burns following clashes between anti-government protesters and police outside Congress, where lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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[image: A vehicle burns during clashes between anti-government protesters and police outside Congress, where lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Gustavo Garello)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 26 | A vehicle burns during clashes between anti-government protesters and police outside Congress, where lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Gustavo Garello)
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A vehicle burns during clashes between anti-government protesters and police outside Congress, where lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Gustavo Garello)
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[image: Police launch gas during clashes with anti-government protesters outside Congress, where lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Gustavo Garello)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            19 of 26 | Police launch gas during clashes with anti-government protesters outside Congress, where lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Gustavo Garello)
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Police launch gas during clashes with anti-government protesters outside Congress, where lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Gustavo Garello)
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[image: A man lights a cigarette from trash set alight by anti-government protesters outside Congress, where lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            20 of 26 | A man lights a cigarette from trash set alight by anti-government protesters outside Congress, where lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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A man lights a cigarette from trash set alight by anti-government protesters outside Congress, where lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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[image: Police clear the streets during clashes with anti-government protesters outside Congress, where lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            21 of 26 | Police clear the streets during clashes with anti-government protesters outside Congress, where lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    21 of 26
Police clear the streets during clashes with anti-government protesters outside Congress, where lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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[image: Anti-government protesters bang pots outside Congress, where lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            22 of 26 | Anti-government protesters bang pots outside Congress, where lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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Anti-government protesters bang pots outside Congress, where lawmakers debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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[image: An anti-government protester crosses her fingers during a pot-banging rally outside Congress, where lawmakers debate a reform bill presented by President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. The bill was approved in general and must now be debated article-by-article before being sent to the Lower House. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            23 of 26 | An anti-government protester crosses her fingers during a pot-banging rally outside Congress, where lawmakers debate a reform bill presented by President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. The bill was approved in general and must now be debated article-by-article before being sent to the Lower House. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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An anti-government protester crosses her fingers during a pot-banging rally outside Congress, where lawmakers debate a reform bill presented by President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. The bill was approved in general and must now be debated article-by-article before being sent to the Lower House. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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[image: Senators who supported a reform bill promoted by President Javier Milei celebrate after it was approved in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. The bill must now be debated article-by-article before being sent to the Lower House. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            24 of 26 | Senators who supported a reform bill promoted by President Javier Milei celebrate after it was approved in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. The bill must now be debated article-by-article before being sent to the Lower House. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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Senators who supported a reform bill promoted by President Javier Milei celebrate after it was approved in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. The bill must now be debated article-by-article before being sent to the Lower House. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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[image: Senators debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. The bill was approved in general and must now be debated article-by-article before being sent to the Lower House. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            25 of 26 | Senators debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. The bill was approved in general and must now be debated article-by-article before being sent to the Lower House. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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Senators debate a reform bill promoted by Argentine President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. The bill was approved in general and must now be debated article-by-article before being sent to the Lower House. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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[image: An anti-government protester reacts outside Congress after learning that the Senate passed a bill of reforms proposed by President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. The bill must now be debated article-by-article before being sent to the Lower House. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            26 of 26 | An anti-government protester reacts outside Congress after learning that the Senate passed a bill of reforms proposed by President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. The bill must now be debated article-by-article before being sent to the Lower House. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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An anti-government protester reacts outside Congress after learning that the Senate passed a bill of reforms proposed by President Javier Milei in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. The bill must now be debated article-by-article before being sent to the Lower House. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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                                        BUENOS AIRES, Argentina (AP) -- Argentina's Senate narrowly approved key state overhaul and tax bills proposed by President Javier Miliei, delivering an initial legislative victory to the libertarian leader in his efforts to enact his promises of radical change. 
Senators voted 37 to 36 late Wednesday to give their overall approval to the overhaul bill after 11 hours of heated debate while protesters -- urging lawmakers to reject Milei's harsh austerity plan -- clashed with police outside Congress. The Senators still must approve individual measures in an article-by-article vote set to stretch throughout the night.
In a reflection of the fierce backlash to the legislation and deep polarization gripping Argentina's Congress, Vice President and head of the Senate Victoria Villarruel cast the tiebreaking vote in favor of Milei's agenda. 
The legislation delegates broad powers to the president in energy, pensions, security and other areas and includes several measures seen as controversial, including a generous incentive scheme for foreign investors, tax amnesty for those with undeclared assets and plans to privatize some of Argentina's state-owned firms.

    


If the Senate approves the articles with modifications, the lower house still has to okay them before Milei can claim his first legislative win since entering office last December.




As Senators pored over the bills, protesters in downtown Buenos Aires hurled sticks, stones and Molotov cocktails at police who sprayed water cannons, pepper spray and tear gas to disperse the huge crowds. Demonstrators poured gasoline on two cars and set them alight, turning the central square into a smoke-filled battlefield. Authorities reported least 20 police officers injured and more than a dozen protesters arrested over the violence.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Milei rose to power on promises he would resolve Argentina's worst economic crisis in two decades. But his political party of relative novices holds just a tiny minority of seats in Congress and he has struggled to strike deals with the opposition.

    


"We have the weakest president we've ever seen who is trying to pass the biggest bill we've ever seen," said Ana Iparraguirre, an Argentina-based analyst at Washington strategy firm GBAO. "That's the contradiction."
Senators approved two bills late Wednesday, a tax package and a 238-article state reform bill that passed the lower house of Congress in late April. Months of negotiations watered down the initial far-ranging proposal, which had over 600 articles. 
Unlike previous Argentine leaders since the return of democracy in 1983, Milei has failed to pass a single piece of legislation during his first six months in office. Instead, the populist outsider has relied on executive powers to slash state spending and sweep away economic restrictions. 
"Today, it's almost more important for Milei to demonstrate that he can pass laws in Congress than what he passes," said Lucas Romero, director of Synopsis consultancy.
That desperation was clear in some of the Senators' closing speeches. 

    


"How can I not give a president a tool that he needs in order to function?" said Luis Juez, senator from the right-wing PRO party, a loose ally of Milei's. "We voted so that this doesn't fail, because if things go badly for Milei, they go badly for everyone." 
Milei's legislation has faced the stiffest pushback from the left-leaning Peronist movement loyal to former president Cristina Fernandez de Kirchner, which has dominated Argentine politics for the last two decades and holds sway over the country's powerful trade unions. 
Bankers, teachers, truckers and thousands of workers from other unions converged around Congress throughout the day, banging drums, blasting trumpets and chanting, "Our country is not for sale!" and "We will defend the state!" 
"If this law passes, we are going to lose so many of our labor and pension rights," said 54-year-old teacher Miriam Rajovitcher protesting ahead of the vote alongside her colleagues, middle-class Argentines who say they've had to reconfigure their lives since Milei slashed their school budgets and devalued the currency, driving inflation toward 300%. "I am so much worse off." 

    


The presidency condemned protesters as "terrorists" and accused them of "attempting to carry out a coup d'etat" by disrupting the Congress session.
The Peronist bloc controls 33 out of 72 seats in the Senate while Milei's party, Freedom Advances, holds just seven seats. The bill needed 37 votes from the 72 total legislators in the Senate to get a majority and ended up producing a 36-36 tie.
Analysts say that foreign investors and the International Monetary Fund, to which Argentina owes a staggering $44 billion, have been closely watching Wednesday's vote to see whether Milei can build consensus with his opponents.
"Everyone is in a wait-and-see mode. Investors say, 'Yes, we love what you're saying, but we need to see that this is sustainable," said Marcelo J. Garcia, Americas director at geopolitical risk firm Horizon Engage.

    


Wednesday's article-by-article vote will stretch for hours, with analysts expecting lawmakers to further weaken the most divisive sections of the bills. 
One of the most contested measures is an incentive program that offers foreign investors lucrative tax breaks for 30 years, no import tariffs on machinery and other perks for big corporations that critics say go too far in neglecting local industry. 
"What this law is hurting most are the pockets of workers, not the big companies that are just going to get richer," said 36-year-old Juan Barreto, a bank employee jostling amid crowds of his fellow union members. 
Argentina's unions have also voiced vehement opposition to measures that would make it easier for companies to fire employees as well as plans to privatize some state-owned firms.
Backlash to the tax bill in particular has centered on an amnesty that would allow Argentines to register undeclared assets at home and abroad without paying hefty taxes, as well as a lower income tax threshold that would force more workers to pay taxes.
Frustrated by legislative resistance, Milei has increasingly moderated his previous all-or-nothing approach. Earlier this month, in a bid to break the impasse, Milei fired his inexperienced Cabinet chief and replaced him with Interior Minister Guillermo Francos, a career politician skilled at congressional wheeling and dealing.
Over the past month, political tensions have mounted, casting doubt over Milei's governability and injecting uncertainty into the Argentine economy. 
Sovereign bonds have tumbled. The country's currency, the peso, has depreciated as well, widening the gap between the official and black market exchange rate to nearly 40%. The peso was trading at 1,255 per greenback on the informal market Wednesday, a rate far lower than earlier this year. 
Even as the IMF has praised the libertarian's agenda and released tranches of frozen loans, the fund has held back from handing Argentina fresh cash that Milei says he needs to lift currency controls.
Meanwhile, Milei has been in Silicon Valley rubbing shoulders with billionaire tech executives Elon Musk, Tim Cook and Mark Zuckerberg. The meetings however, have not produced any announcements of substantial investments.
"What you're seeing in the last three weeks is the market and investors getting a little nervous," said Garcia. "The market is saying, 'Show me that you can govern.'"

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/argentina-protest-congress-milei-1da751ee44f2312c404ad35beb3d23df



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Blinken says some of Hamas' proposed changes to a cease-fire plan in Gaza are workable and some not

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said Wednesday that the war in Gaza would go on after Hamas proposed "numerous" changes to a U.S.-backed cease-fire plan, some that he said were "workable" and some not. He did not spell out what the changes were. Speaking to reporters in Qatar, Blinken said the U.S. and other mediators will keep trying to "close this deal."
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    [image: An Israeli military armored personnel carrier maneuvers near the Israel-Gaza border in southern Israel, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 14 | An Israeli military armored personnel carrier maneuvers near the Israel-Gaza border in southern Israel, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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An Israeli military armored personnel carrier maneuvers near the Israel-Gaza border in southern Israel, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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[image: US Secretary of State Antony Blinken speaks at a joint press conference with the Qatari Prime Minister Sheikh Mohammed Bin Abdulrahman al-Thani in Doha, Qatar, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (Ibraheem Al Omari/Pool Photo via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 14 | US Secretary of State Antony Blinken speaks at a joint press conference with the Qatari Prime Minister Sheikh Mohammed Bin Abdulrahman al-Thani in Doha, Qatar, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (Ibraheem Al Omari/Pool Photo via AP)
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US Secretary of State Antony Blinken speaks at a joint press conference with the Qatari Prime Minister Sheikh Mohammed Bin Abdulrahman al-Thani in Doha, Qatar, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (Ibraheem Al Omari/Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: Palestinian medics treat a child wounded youth in the Israeli bombardment on a residential building owned by the Jabr family in the Bureij refugee camp, at al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir al Balah, central Gaza Strip, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Saher Alghorra)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 14 | Palestinian medics treat a child wounded youth in the Israeli bombardment on a residential building owned by the Jabr family in the Bureij refugee camp, at al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir al Balah, central Gaza Strip, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Saher Alghorra)
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Palestinian medics treat a child wounded youth in the Israeli bombardment on a residential building owned by the Jabr family in the Bureij refugee camp, at al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir al Balah, central Gaza Strip, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Saher Alghorra)
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[image: Israeli soldiers work on their tank near the Israel-Gaza border in southern Israel, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)]
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Israeli soldiers work on their tank near the Israel-Gaza border in southern Israel, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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[image: An Israeli military armored personnel carrier maneuvers near the Israel-Gaza border in southern Israel, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 14 | An Israeli military armored personnel carrier maneuvers near the Israel-Gaza border in southern Israel, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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[image: Palestinian girls retrieve items from the rubble of a home destroyed in a raid by Israeli forces in the village of Kafr Dan, near the West Bank city of Jenin, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. Hundreds of mourners gathered for the funeral of Palestinian men killed by Israeli fire during a raid in the northern West Bank village. A total of six men were killed by Israeli forces during Tuesday's raid on the village according to the Palestinian Health Ministry. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)]
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[image: US Secretary of State Antony Blinken meets with Qatari Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani at Lusail Palace in Doha, Qatar, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (Ibraheem Al Omari/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: Mourners carry the body of Mustafa Marhi, an Islamic Jihad militant killed in a raid by Israeli forces in the village of Kafr Dan, near the West Bank city of Jenin, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. Hundreds of mourners gathered for the funeral of Palestinian men killed by Israeli fire during a raid in the northern West Bank village. A total of six men were killed by Israeli forces during Tuesday's raid on the village according to the Palestinian Health Ministry. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)]
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[image: Relatives of Hezbollah senior commander Taleb Sami Abdullah, 55, known within Hezbollah as Hajj Abu Taleb, who was killed late Tuesday by an Israeli strike in south Lebanon, mourn during his funeral procession in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. Hezbollah fired a massive barrage of rockets into northern Israel on Wednesday to avenge the killing of the top commander in the Lebanese militant group as the fate of an internationally-backed plan for a cease-fire in Gaza hung in the balance. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)]
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[image: A mourner kisses Saqr Abed, an Islamic Jihad militant killed in a raid by Israeli forces before his funeral in the village of Kafr Dan, near the West Bank city of Jenin, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. Hundreds of mourners gathered for the funeral of Palestinian men killed by Israeli fire during a raid in the northern West Bank village. A total of six men were killed by Israeli forces during Tuesday's raid on the village according to the Palestinian Health Ministry. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)]
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[image: Hezbollah fighters carry the coffin of their comrade, senior commander Taleb Sami Abdullah, 55, known within Hezbollah as Hajj Abu Taleb, who was killed late Tusday by an Israeli strike in south Lebanon, during his funeral procession in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. Hezbollah fired a massive barrage of rockets into northern Israel on Wednesday to avenge the killing of the top commander in the Lebanese militant group as the fate of an internationally-backed plan for a cease-fire in Gaza hung in the balance. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)]
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[image: A Palestinian wounded in an Israeli bombardment on a residential building owned by the Jabr family in Bureij refugee camp, is brought to al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir al Balah, central Gaza Strip, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Saher Alghorra)]
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[image: A Palestinian child wounded in an Israeli bombardment on a residential building owned by the Jabr family in Bureij refugee camp, is brought to al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir al Balah, central Gaza Strip, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Saher Alghorra)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 14 | A Palestinian child wounded in an Israeli bombardment on a residential building owned by the Jabr family in Bureij refugee camp, is brought to al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir al Balah, central Gaza Strip, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Saher Alghorra)
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[image: A column of Israeli military vehicles leave the Gaza Strip, as seen from southern Israel, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)]
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                                        BEIRUT (AP) -- U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said Wednesday that mediators would keep trying to close an elusive cease-fire deal for Gaza after Hamas proposed changes to a U.S.-backed plan, some of which he said were "workable" and some not.
The back-and-forth laid bare frustration over the difficulty of reaching an accord that could end eight months of war that has decimated the territory, killed tens of thousands of Palestinians and left scores of Israeli hostages still languishing in militant captivity. Previous moments of optimism have been repeatedly dashed by the differences between the two sides.
The cease-fire proposal has global support but has not been fully embraced by Israel or Hamas. Blinken did not spell out what changes Hamas sought, but he said the mediators -- Qatar, Egypt and the U.S. -- will keep trying to "close this deal." He put the onus on Hamas, accusing it of changing its demands.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Blinken says some of Hamas' proposed changes to a cease-fire plan in Gaza are workable and some not
    

    
    
    AP Washington correspondent Sagar Meghani reports Secretary of State Antony Blinken says Hamas wants changes to a U.S.-backed proposal for a Gaza cease-fire.

    


    


"Hamas has proposed numerous changes to the proposal that was on the table. ... Some of the changes are workable. Some are not," Blinken told reporters in Qatar. "I believe that they (the differences) are bridgeable, but that doesn't mean they will be bridged because ultimately Hamas has to decide."




Blinken's comments came as Lebanon's Hezbollah fired a massive barrage of rockets into northern Israel to avenge the killing of a top commander, further escalating regional tensions.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Hezbollah, an Iran-backed ally of Hamas, has traded fire with Israel nearly every day since the Israel-Hamas war began and says it will stop only if there is a truce in Gaza. That has raised fears of an even more devastating regional conflagration.
Air-raid sirens sounded across northern Israel, and the military said about 215 projectiles were fired from southern Lebanon, making it one of the largest attacks since the fighting began. There were no immediate reports of casualties as some rockets were intercepted while others ignited brush fires. 

    


Hamas asks for changes

Hamas conveyed its official reply to the proposal to mediators on Tuesday. Hamas spokesman Jihad Taha told the Lebanese news outlet ElNashra that the "amendments" requested by the group aim to guarantee a permanent cease-fire and complete Israeli troop withdrawal from Gaza.
The proposal announced by U.S. President Joe Biden includes those provisions, but Hamas has expressed wariness about whether Israel will implement the terms. While the U.S. says Israel has accepted the proposal, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has given conflicting statements, saying Israel is still intent on its goal of destroying Hamas.
Blinken, on his eighth visit to the region since the start of the war, said the deal on the table was "virtually identical" to one Hamas put forth on May 6. The U.N. Security Council voted overwhelmingly in favor of the plan on Monday.
"At some point in a negotiation, and this has gone back and forth for a long time, you get to a point where if one side continues to change its demands, including making demands and insisting on changes for things that it already accepted, you have to question whether they're proceeding in good faith or not," he said.

    


Speaking alongside Blinken, Qatari Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim Al Thani said there had been "counterproductive" actions by both sides.
The proposal's three-phase plan would begin with a six-week cease-fire and the release of some hostages in exchange for Palestinian prisoners. Israeli forces would withdraw from populated areas, and Palestinian civilians would be allowed to return to their homes. Aid distribution would also increase.
At the same time, negotiations would start over the second phase, which is to bring "a permanent end to hostilities" and "full withdrawal" of Israeli troops from Gaza in exchange for the release of all remaining hostages.
Phase three would see the launch of a reconstruction plan for Gaza and the return of remains of deceased hostages.
A major hitch for both sides appears to be the negotiations for the second phase.

    


Israel's ambassador to the U.N., Gilad Erdan, said Israel will demand that Hamas be removed from power as part of any agreement on that phase.
"One of our conditions is not only the release of the hostages, it's also the future of Gaza," Erdan told CNN's "The Source" on Monday. "We cannot agree to Hamas continuing to be the rulers of Gaza because then Gaza will continue to pose a threat to Israel." 
He also said Israel opposes a provision extending the initial cease-fire as long as talks are going on, saying it would allow Hamas to "continue with endless and meaningless negotiations."
Hamas, in turn, appears to want stronger guarantees up front that the talks will lead to the permanent cease-fire and withdrawal.
Netanyahu's far-right coalition allies have rejected the proposal and threaten to bring down his government if he ends the war leaving Hamas intact. But Netanyahu is also under mounting pressure to accept a deal to bring the hostages back. Thousands of Israelis, including families of the hostages, have demonstrated in favor of the U.S.-backed plan.

    


Israel's bombardment and ground offensives in Gaza have killed over 37,000 Palestinians, according to Palestinian health officials, who do not give the breakdown of civilians and fighters. The war has also driven some 80% of the population of 2.3 million from their homes, and Israeli restrictions and ongoing fighting have hindered efforts to bring in humanitarian aid, fueling widespread hunger.
Israel launched its campaign after Hamas and other militants stormed into Israel on Oct. 7, killing some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and taking around 250 hostage. Over 100 hostages were released during a weeklong cease-fire last year in exchange for Palestinians imprisoned by Israel. Hamas is believed to be holding around 80 hostages and the remains of another 40.
Revenge for slain commander
Netanyahu's office said he was conducting a security assessment in light of Hezbollah's barrage in the north and what it called Hamas' "negative response" to the proposal. 
Hezbollah said it fired missiles and rockets at two military bases in retaliation for the killing of Taleb Sami Abdullah, 55. Known within Hezbollah as Hajj Abu Taleb, he is the most senior commander killed since the fighting began eight months ago. The Israeli strike late Tuesday destroyed a house where Abdullah and three other officials were meeting, about 10 kilometers (6 miles) from the border.
A Hezbollah official told The Associated Press that Abdullah was in charge of a large part of the Lebanon-Israel front, including the area facing the Israeli town of Kiryat Shmona, which Hezbollah has repeatedly attacked in recent days, causing fires in the area.
The official, who was not authorized to speak to media and spoke on condition of anonymity, said Abdullah had joined Hezbollah decades ago and took part in attacks against Israeli forces during their 18-year occupation of southern Lebanon that ended in May 2000.
Israeli airstrikes on Lebanon have killed over 400 people, most of them Hezbollah members, but the dead also include more than 70 civilians and noncombatants. On the Israeli side, 15 soldiers and 10 civilians have been killed since the war in Gaza began.
Other groups allied with Iran, including powerful militias in Iraq and Syria, and the Houthi rebels in Yemen, have also attacked Israeli, U.S. and other targets since the start of the war, often drawing Western retaliation. In April, Israel and Iran traded fire directly for the first time.
___
Jeffery reported from Jerusalem. AP correspondent Kareem Chehayeb in Beirut contributed to this report. 
___
Follow AP's coverage of the war in Gaza at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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He rambled to reporters after a downtown Atlanta shooting. Then, police say, he hijacked a bus

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A man accused of hijacking a commuter bus in downtown Atlanta, fatally shooting one person and leading police on a chase through three counties faces more than two dozen criminal charges, including murder. Joseph Eric Grier, who's 39, was taken into custody Tuesday (AP Video: Sharon Johnson and Jeff Amy)
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            Man accused of hijacking bus in Atlanta charged with murder, other crimes

        
        
            A man accused of hijacking a commuter bus in downtown Atlanta, fatally shooting one person and leading police on a chase through three counties faces more than two dozen criminal charges, including murder. Joseph Eric Grier, who's 39, was taken into custody Tuesday (AP Video: Sharon Johnson and Jeff Amy)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Man accused of hijacking bus in Atlanta charged with murder, other crimes
A man accused of hijacking a commuter bus in downtown Atlanta, fatally shooting one person and leading police on a chase through three counties faces more than two dozen criminal charges, including murder. Joseph Eric Grier, who's 39, was taken into custody Tuesday (AP Video: Sharon Johnson and Jeff Amy)
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            A gunman held a transit bus hostage as a wild chase took place in Atlanta

        
        
            News helicopters followed the dramatic pursuit of the Gwinnett County Transit bus, which police said took off after officers responded to a report of gunfire on a bus and a possible hostage situation just after 4:30 p.m. near downtown Atlanta.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        A gunman held a transit bus hostage as a wild chase took place in Atlanta
News helicopters followed the dramatic pursuit of the Gwinnett County Transit bus, which police said took off after officers responded to a report of gunfire on a bus and a possible hostage situation just after 4:30 p.m. near downtown Atlanta.
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    [image: In this image taken from video, Joseph Grier speaks with reporters about a shooting in the food court of the Peachtree Center development in downtown Atlanta, Tuesday, June 11, 2024. (AP Photo)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 9 | In this image taken from video, Joseph Grier speaks with reporters about a shooting in the food court of the Peachtree Center development in downtown Atlanta, Tuesday, June 11, 2024. (AP Photo)
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[image: This undated photo provided by Bryanna Byrd shows Ernest Byrd. Byrd was fatally shot by Joseph Grier who hijacked a commuter bus ordering the driver at gunpoint to hit the gas and panicking the passengers on Tuesday, June 11, 2024, in Atlanta. (Bryanna Byrd via AP)]
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[image: In this image taken from video, Joseph Grier speaks with reporters about a shooting in the food court of the Peachtree Center development in downtown Atlanta, Tuesday, June 11, 2024. (AP Photo)]
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[image: In this image taken from video, Joseph Grier speaks with reporters about a shooting in the food court of the Peachtree Center development in downtown Atlanta, Tuesday, June 11, 2024. (AP Photo)]
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In this image taken from video, Joseph Grier speaks with reporters about a shooting in the food court of the Peachtree Center development in downtown Atlanta, Tuesday, June 11, 2024. (AP Photo)
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[image: This undated photo provided by Bryanna Byrd shows Ernest Byrd, right, his daughter Bryanna, center, and his ex-wife Keira Benson. Ernest Byrd was fatally shot by Joseph Grier who hijacked a commuter bus ordering the driver at gunpoint to hit the gas and panicking the passengers on Tuesday, June 11, 2024, in Atlanta. (Bryanna Byrd via AP)]
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[image: A Gwinnett County Ga. commuter bus sits in the road where it was stopped in Smoke Rise, Ga., on Tuesday, June 11, 2024. Atlanta police say the transit bus fled from officers responding to a dispute on board, leading them on a wild and lenthty chase into a neighboring county before it was stopped. (AP Photo/Ben Gray)]
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- As police responded to reports of multiple people shot at a downtown Atlanta food court, Joseph Grier was on the sidewalk outside, rambling to reporters about his mental health, criminal record and banking history.
"I'm bipolar, I'm gonna tell you all that, and I'm off my medication for like two weeks," Grier said Tuesday afternoon, appearing agitated and adding that he felt like a "snitch" for describing what he had seen.
Just a short while later, police said, he hijacked a commuter bus, ordering the driver at gunpoint to hit the gas and panicking the passengers. By the time the bus rolled to a stop some 40 minutes later, authorities said, Grier had fatally shot one passenger and led officers on a dramatic chase through three counties.
The food court shooting and the bus hijacking -- only two hours and a few blocks apart -- created a sense of chaos in Atlanta. In the aftermath, city leaders decried the prevalence of guns on the streets but were quick to reassure residents and tout statistics that show Atlanta's violent crime declining.

    


Authorities said Grier boarded a bus bound for a suburban Gwinnett County park-and-ride lot 26 miles (42 kilometers) away and got into a fight with passenger Ernest Byrd Jr. When the 58-year-old Byrd pulled a gun, according to the Georgia Bureau of Investigation, Grier took the gun and fatally shot Byrd. Grier then threatened to shoot the driver if he stopped. 




Despite Grier's warnings not to use phones, at least one passenger called 911 and left the line open, according to Atlanta Police Chief Darin Schierbaum. That allowed police to better understand the delicate situation onboard, Schierbaum said, as the bus careened down an interstate and through side streets, sometimes ramming vehicles in its path. The Georgia Bureau of Investigation said police flattened tires on the bus, but it kept rolling until a state trooper fired his rifle into the engine, causing it to stop running.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"You have an individual saying, 'If you stop this bus, I'm going to kill the driver,' which then means that the whole bus could overturn, could run over a ditch or run over a bridge and everyone could die," Atlanta Mayor Andre Dickens said. "But you also have a man that we know was shot. So he has a limited amount of time."

    


The chief said police would examine what they could have done to stop the bus more quickly but added that no one can foresee every scenario. 
"Sometimes there's not a game plan, and you have to craft a way right then," Schierbaum said. "And we saw that yesterday." 
Grier, 39, was led from the bus in handcuffs and booked into the Fulton County Jail on more than two dozen charges, including murder. He was being held without bail Wednesday, and online records didn't list an attorney who could comment on the charges. 
Schierbaum said investigators have found no connection between Grier and Jeremy Malone, 34, who is accused of shooting three people at the food court in the Peachtree Center complex. 
In his interview with reporters outside the food court, Grier said he was in "extreme mode" when he saw the shooter. Grier talked about the importance of protecting himself, pulling a box cutter out of his pocket and repeatedly saying he couldn't get a gun because of his felony criminal record.

    


Schierbaum and Dickens said they believe Grier's actions were linked to mental illness -- though studies show that the vast majority of people with mental illnesses are not violent. 
"Was he having a mental episode for that brief moment triggered by police sirens, triggered by activity that he's hearing, or was he already that day having a mental episode (and) he was just in that area?" Dickens said. "All of that will play into our investigation."
In his interview with reporters seeking witnesses of the food court shooting -- including one from The Associated Press -- Grier rambled for more than three minutes, saying he had seen a man he believed to be the shooter confront a woman outside the food court. Grier said that after the shooting, he ran. 

    


"I protect myself. I can't get a gun, you know what I'm saying?" he said. "So my thing is protect yourself like you're in chain gang. I did prison time."
At a news conference Wednesday on the city's "summer safety plan" -- scheduled before Tuesday's shooting and hijacking -- Schierbaum told reporters that investigators believe Grier didn't have a gun when he boarded the bus. 
Schierbaum said 17 people were on the bus, including the driver. Byrd was taken to a hospital, where he died. 
Byrd's family said he was a building engineer who lived much of his life in New York City and Marlton, New Jersey, before moving to Georgia about a decade ago. A lover of travel, his Masonic lodge and family, Byrd was engaged to be remarried, they said.
"He was a man known for his unwavering dedication to resolving conflicts and protecting others," relatives said in a statement. 

    


Tonya Pendleton, a relative of Byrd's ex-wife, said family members were still trying to understand what happened. She said Byrd left behind four children, as well as a child and relatives of his ex-wife that he helped raise. Pendleton said funeral arrangements were incomplete Wednesday.
Dickens said both of Tuesday's shootings were the "result of too many people having guns in their hands." He noted that both suspects have lengthy criminal records -- Malone had 11 prior arrests, and Grier had 19 -- and were ineligible to own guns because of prior felony convictions.
Dickens said city officials want to have "a conversation about what is the proper way to sentence someone that has committed that many crimes, some of them with guns, some of them that have hurt people or taken property."
Schierbaum also called for action on repeat offenders: "They either need assistance through court-mandated programming around drug addiction and mental health, or they need to be out of society's circulation. And judges have to be part of this conversation."
Grier is charged with one count of murder, one count of hijacking a motor vehicle, 13 counts of aggravated assault, 14 counts of kidnapping, one count of possession of a firearm by a convicted felon and one count of possession of a firearm or knife during the commission of a crime.
Fulton County District Attorney Fani Willis on Wednesday asked state officials to appoint a special prosecutor in Grier's case, saying an employee of her office was a victim or witness without explaining further. Willis is best known for her prosecutions of former President Donald Trump and rapper Young Thug.
Malone's charges in the food court shooting include aggravated assault and reckless conduct. He was held without bail in the Fulton County Jail, and no lawyer who could comment on charges was listed in online court records. Schierbaum said Malone and the three food court victims are all expected to survive. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/atlanta-bus-chase-hijacking-1ad742892bdd7936bb4ea9bc7d360760
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Jerry West, a 3-time Hall of Fame selection and the inspiration for the NBA logo, dies at 86

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Jerry West was an NBA champion, an Olympic champion, a three-time Basketball Hall of Famer and his image is the NBA logo. A look at a life that was like none other.
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    [image: FILE - Los Angeles Lakers' Kobe Bryant gives basketball great Jerry West a shoulder rub after the Lakers beat the San Antonio Spurs in Game 5 of the NBA Western Conference basketball finals in Los Angeles, May 29, 2008. Jerry West, who was selected to the Basketball Hall of Fame three times in a legendary career as a player and executive and whose silhouette is considered to be the basis of the NBA logo, died Wednesday morning, June 12, 2024, the Los Angeles Clippers announced. He was 86. (AP Photo/Kevork Djansezian, File)]
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[image: FILE - Former Los Angeles Lakers and Basketball Hall of Fame member Jerry West holds the Larry O'Brien championship trophy after it arrived at Los Angeles International Airport, on a Southwest Airline, NBA-branded 737 named "Slam Dunk One,'' Monday, June 9, 2008, in Los Angeles. Jerry West, who was selected to the Basketball Hall of Fame three times in a legendary career as a player and executive and whose silhouette is considered to be the basis of the NBA logo, died Wednesday morning, June 12, 2024, the Los Angeles Clippers announced. He was 86. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)]
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[image: FILE - Jerry West smiles after being introduced as a new member of the Golden State Warriors basketball club's Executive Board, during a news conference in San Francisco, May 24, 2011. Jerry West, who was selected to the Basketball Hall of Fame three times in a legendary career as a player and executive and whose silhouette is considered to be the basis of the NBA logo, died Wednesday morning, June 12, 2024, the Los Angeles Clippers announced. He was 86. (AP Photo/Eric Risberg, File)]
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[image: FILE - The NBA logo in shown on a basketball court in Lake Buena Vista, Fla., Friday, Aug. 28, 2020. Jerry West, who was selected to the Basketball Hall of Fame three times in a legendary career as a player and executive and whose silhouette is considered to be the basis of the NBA logo, died Wednesday morning, June 12, 2024, the Los Angeles Clippers announced. He was 86.(AP Photo/Ashley Landis, Pool, File)]
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[image: FILE - Los Angeles Lakers coach Jerry West sits on the Lakers' bench in Los Angeles, Jan. 28, 1977. Jerry West, who was selected to the Basketball Hall of Fame three times in a storied career as a player and executive and whose silhouette is considered to be the basis of the NBA logo, died Wednesday morning, June 12, 2024, the Los Angeles Clippers announced. He was 86. (AP Photo/File)]
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[image: FILE - Former NBA basketball player and general manager Jerry West smiles before President Donald Trump presents him the Presidential Medal of Freedom, in the Oval Office of the White House, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2019, in Washington. Jerry West, who was selected to the Basketball Hall of Fame three times in a legendary career as a player and executive and whose silhouette is considered to be the basis of the NBA logo, died Wednesday morning, June 12, 2024, the Los Angeles Clippers announced. He was 86.(AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)]
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[image: FILE - Jerry West (44) of West Virgina University shoots a jump shot against George Washington University during a Southern Conference game in Washington, March 1, 1958. Others pictured include West Virginia's Lloyd Sharrar (31) and George Washington University's Gene Guarilia (54) and Howard McDonald (50). Jerry West, who was selected to the Basketball Hall of Fame three times in a storied career as a player and executive and whose silhouette is considered to be the basis of the NBA logo, died Wednesday morning, June 12, 2024, the Los Angeles Clippers announced. He was 86.(AP Photo/Harvey Georges, File)]
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[image: FILE - West Virginia basketball player Jerry West poses at New York's Madison Square Garden, March 26, 1960. Jerry West, who was selected to the Basketball Hall of Fame three times in a legendary career as a player and executive and whose silhouette is considered to be the basis of the NBA logo, died Wednesday morning, June 12, 2024, the Los Angeles Clippers announced. He was 86. (AP Photo/Marty Lederhandler, File)]
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[image: FILE - Basketball Hall of Fame inductee Jerry West, representing the 1960 USA Olympic Team, speaks during the enshrinement news conference at the Hall of Fame Museum in Springfield, Mass. Friday, Aug. 13, 2010. Jerry West, who was selected to the Basketball Hall of Fame three times in a legendary career as a player and executive and whose silhouette is considered to be the basis of the NBA logo, died Wednesday morning, June 12, 2024, the Los Angeles Clippers announced. He was 86.(AP Photo/Elise Amendola)]
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[image: FILE - An NBA game ball featuring the signature of new NBA Commissioner Adam Silver is shown before a basketball game between the Indiana Pacers and the Brooklyn Nets in Indianapolis, Saturday, Feb. 1, 2014. Jerry West, who was selected to the Basketball Hall of Fame three times in a storied career as a player and executive and whose silhouette is considered to be the basis of the NBA logo, died Wednesday morning, June 12, 2024, the Los Angeles Clippers announced. He was 86. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)]
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FILE - An NBA game ball featuring the signature of new NBA Commissioner Adam Silver is shown before a basketball game between the Indiana Pacers and the Brooklyn Nets in Indianapolis, Saturday, Feb. 1, 2014. Jerry West, who was selected to the Basketball Hall of Fame three times in a storied career as a player and executive and whose silhouette is considered to be the basis of the NBA logo, died Wednesday morning, June 12, 2024, the Los Angeles Clippers announced. He was 86. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)
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[image: FILE - President Donald Trump, right, presents the Presidential Medal of Freedom to former NBA basketball player and general manager Jerry West, in the Oval Office of the White House, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2019, in Washington. Jerry West, who was selected to the Basketball Hall of Fame three times in a legendary career as a player and executive and whose silhouette is considered to be the basis of the NBA logo, died Wednesday morning, June 12, 2024, the Los Angeles Clippers announced. He was 86. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)]
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FILE - President Donald Trump, right, presents the Presidential Medal of Freedom to former NBA basketball player and general manager Jerry West, in the Oval Office of the White House, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2019, in Washington. Jerry West, who was selected to the Basketball Hall of Fame three times in a legendary career as a player and executive and whose silhouette is considered to be the basis of the NBA logo, died Wednesday morning, June 12, 2024, the Los Angeles Clippers announced. He was 86. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE -FILE - Los Angeles Lakers Jerry West, right, passes the ball to Wilt Chamberlain Monday night, April 28, 1970, during a game with the New York Knickerbockers at New York's Madison Square Garden. Covering West are Knicks Willis Reed (19), left, and Walt Frazier (10), center. Jerry West, who was selected to the Basketball Hall of Fame three times in a storied career as a player and executive and whose silhouette is considered to be the basis of the NBA logo, died Wednesday morning, June 12, 2024, the Los Angeles Clippers announced. He was 86.(AP Photo, File)]
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FILE -FILE - Los Angeles Lakers Jerry West, right, passes the ball to Wilt Chamberlain Monday night, April 28, 1970, during a game with the New York Knickerbockers at New York's Madison Square Garden. Covering West are Knicks Willis Reed (19), left, and Walt Frazier (10), center. Jerry West, who was selected to the Basketball Hall of Fame three times in a storied career as a player and executive and whose silhouette is considered to be the basis of the NBA logo, died Wednesday morning, June 12, 2024, the Los Angeles Clippers announced. He was 86.(AP Photo, File)
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[image: FILE - Former basketball players, from left, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, Jerry West and Bill Russell watch during the first half of an NBA All-Star basketball game, Sunday, Feb. 18, 2018, in Los Angeles. Jerry West, who was selected to the Basketball Hall of Fame three times in a storied career as a player and executive and whose silhouette is considered to be the basis of the NBA logo, died Wednesday morning, June 12, 2024, the Los Angeles Clippers announced. He was 86.(AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 19 | FILE - Former basketball players, from left, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, Jerry West and Bill Russell watch during the first half of an NBA All-Star basketball game, Sunday, Feb. 18, 2018, in Los Angeles. Jerry West, who was selected to the Basketball Hall of Fame three times in a storied career as a player and executive and whose silhouette is considered to be the basis of the NBA logo, died Wednesday morning, June 12, 2024, the Los Angeles Clippers announced. He was 86.(AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    13 of 19
FILE - Former basketball players, from left, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, Jerry West and Bill Russell watch during the first half of an NBA All-Star basketball game, Sunday, Feb. 18, 2018, in Los Angeles. Jerry West, who was selected to the Basketball Hall of Fame three times in a storied career as a player and executive and whose silhouette is considered to be the basis of the NBA logo, died Wednesday morning, June 12, 2024, the Los Angeles Clippers announced. He was 86.(AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)
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[image: FILE - Jerry West speaks during a news conference to introduce him as an advisor to the Los Angeles Clippers, in Los Angeles, June 19, 2017. Jerry West, who was selected to the Basketball Hall of Fame three times in a storied career as a player and executive and whose silhouette is considered to be the basis of the NBA logo, died Wednesday morning, June 12, 2024, the Los Angeles Clippers announced. He was 86.(AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 19 | FILE - Jerry West speaks during a news conference to introduce him as an advisor to the Los Angeles Clippers, in Los Angeles, June 19, 2017. Jerry West, who was selected to the Basketball Hall of Fame three times in a storied career as a player and executive and whose silhouette is considered to be the basis of the NBA logo, died Wednesday morning, June 12, 2024, the Los Angeles Clippers announced. He was 86.(AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill, File)
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FILE - Jerry West speaks during a news conference to introduce him as an advisor to the Los Angeles Clippers, in Los Angeles, June 19, 2017. Jerry West, who was selected to the Basketball Hall of Fame three times in a storied career as a player and executive and whose silhouette is considered to be the basis of the NBA logo, died Wednesday morning, June 12, 2024, the Los Angeles Clippers announced. He was 86.(AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill, File)
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[image: FILE - West Virginia University basketball star Jerry West takes a practice shot in 1959. Jerry West, who was selected to the Basketball Hall of Fame three times in a storied career as a player and executive and whose silhouette is considered to be the basis of the NBA logo, died Wednesday morning, June 12, 2024, the Los Angeles Clippers announced. He was 86. (AP Photo/File)]
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FILE - West Virginia University basketball star Jerry West takes a practice shot in 1959. Jerry West, who was selected to the Basketball Hall of Fame three times in a storied career as a player and executive and whose silhouette is considered to be the basis of the NBA logo, died Wednesday morning, June 12, 2024, the Los Angeles Clippers announced. He was 86. (AP Photo/File)
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[image: An image of Jerry West is displayed outside the Chase Center, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in San Francisco. West, who was selected to the Basketball Hall of Fame three times in a storied career as a player and executive, and whose silhouette is considered to be the basis of the NBA logo, died Wednesday morning. He was 86. (AP Photo/Haven Daley)]
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An image of Jerry West is displayed outside the Chase Center, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in San Francisco. West, who was selected to the Basketball Hall of Fame three times in a storied career as a player and executive, and whose silhouette is considered to be the basis of the NBA logo, died Wednesday morning. He was 86. (AP Photo/Haven Daley)
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[image: A fan gestures next to a statue of Jerry West outside of the Crypto.com Arena Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Los Angeles. West, who was selected to the Basketball Hall of Fame three times in a storied career as a player and executive, and whose silhouette is considered to be the basis of the NBA logo, died Wednesday morning. He was 86. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 19 | A fan gestures next to a statue of Jerry West outside of the Crypto.com Arena Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Los Angeles. West, who was selected to the Basketball Hall of Fame three times in a storied career as a player and executive, and whose silhouette is considered to be the basis of the NBA logo, died Wednesday morning. He was 86. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel)
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A fan gestures next to a statue of Jerry West outside of the Crypto.com Arena Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Los Angeles. West, who was selected to the Basketball Hall of Fame three times in a storied career as a player and executive, and whose silhouette is considered to be the basis of the NBA logo, died Wednesday morning. He was 86. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A statue of Jerry West is displayes outside of Crypto.com Arena Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Los Angeles. West, who was selected to the Basketball Hall of Fame three times in a storied career as a player and executive, and whose silhouette is considered to be the basis of the NBA logo, died Wednesday morning. He was 86. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 19 | A statue of Jerry West is displayes outside of Crypto.com Arena Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Los Angeles. West, who was selected to the Basketball Hall of Fame three times in a storied career as a player and executive, and whose silhouette is considered to be the basis of the NBA logo, died Wednesday morning. He was 86. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel)
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A statue of Jerry West is displayes outside of Crypto.com Arena Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Los Angeles. West, who was selected to the Basketball Hall of Fame three times in a storied career as a player and executive, and whose silhouette is considered to be the basis of the NBA logo, died Wednesday morning. He was 86. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel)
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[image: FILE - Former Los Angeles Lakers and Basketball Hall of Fame member Jerry West holds the Larry O'Brien championship trophy after it arrived at Los Angeles International Airport, on a Southwest Airlines, NBA-branded 737 named "Slam Dunk One,'' Monday, June 9, 2008, in Los Angeles. Jerry West, who was selected to the Basketball Hall of Fame three times in a storied career as a player and executive and whose silhouette is considered to be the basis of the NBA logo, died Wednesday morning, the Los Angeles Clippers announced. He was 86. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            19 of 19 | FILE - Former Los Angeles Lakers and Basketball Hall of Fame member Jerry West holds the Larry O'Brien championship trophy after it arrived at Los Angeles International Airport, on a Southwest Airlines, NBA-branded 737 named "Slam Dunk One,'' Monday, June 9, 2008, in Los Angeles. Jerry West, who was selected to the Basketball Hall of Fame three times in a storied career as a player and executive and whose silhouette is considered to be the basis of the NBA logo, died Wednesday morning, the Los Angeles Clippers announced. He was 86. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes, File)
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FILE - Former Los Angeles Lakers and Basketball Hall of Fame member Jerry West holds the Larry O'Brien championship trophy after it arrived at Los Angeles International Airport, on a Southwest Airlines, NBA-branded 737 named "Slam Dunk One,'' Monday, June 9, 2008, in Los Angeles. Jerry West, who was selected to the Basketball Hall of Fame three times in a storied career as a player and executive and whose silhouette is considered to be the basis of the NBA logo, died Wednesday morning, the Los Angeles Clippers announced. He was 86. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      


            

        
    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    




            By 
            TIM REYNOLDS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        The NBA has never confirmed the worst-kept secret in basketball, that Jerry West is the player whose silhouette is depicted in the league's logo.
There's probably a reason for that: West never wanted to be the logo.
"I'm just part of the game," West said in a 2021 interview. "I never wanted to be any more than that. I'm extremely fortunate to have had the life that I've had, and that's enough for me."
His was a life like few others: an NBA and Olympic champion as a player, a champion as an executive and someone selected to be enshrined by the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame not once, not twice, but three times. West died on Wednesday at age 86, the Los Angeles Clippers announced.
"We can only hope there is someone we meet during a crucial time in our lives that will change you in ways you could dream about," said Miami Heat President Pat Riley, who played with and worked with West during their time together as Los Angeles Lakers. "Jerry was that person for me."

    


West, nicknamed "Mr. Clutch" for his late-game exploits as a player, went into the Hall of Fame as a player in 1980 and again as a member of the gold medal-winning 1960 U.S. Olympic Team in 2010. He will be enshrined for a third time later this year as a contributor, and NBA Commissioner Adam Silver called West "one of the greatest executives in sports history."




"He helped build eight championship teams during his tenure in the NBA -- a legacy of achievement that mirrors his on-court excellence," Silver said. "And he will be enshrined this October into the Naismith Basketball Hall of Fame as a contributor, becoming the first person ever inducted as both a player and a contributor. I valued my friendship with Jerry and the knowledge he shared with me over many years about basketball and life."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

West was "the personification of basketball excellence and a friend to all who knew him," the Clippers said in announcing his death. West's wife, Karen, was by his side when he died, the Clippers said. West worked for the Clippers as a consultant for the last seven years.

    


He was an All-Star in all 14 of his NBA seasons, a 12-time All-NBA selection, part of the 1972 Lakers team that won a championship, an NBA Finals MVP when the Lakers lost to the Boston Celtics in 1969 -- the first year that award was given out, and still the only time it went to a player on the losing team -- and was selected as part of the NBA's 75th anniversary team.
"He was absolutely my basketball sage: wise, loyal and so much fun," Clippers owner Steve Ballmer said. "If you were in his presence, you felt his competitiveness and his drive. He cared about everything and everyone. From the first day I met Jerry seven years ago, he inspired me with his intellect, honesty and enthusiasm. He never stopped."
West was general manager of championship teams with the Lakers, helping build the "Showtime" dynasty. He also worked in the front offices of the Memphis Grizzlies, the Golden State Warriors and the Clippers. Among his many highlights as an executive with the Lakers: He drafted Magic Johnson and James Worthy, then brought in Kobe Bryant and Shaquille O'Neal to form a powerhouse title-winning duo.

    


His basketball life bridged generations: West played with Elgin Baylor, whom he called "the most supportive and the greatest player of that era," and Wilt Chamberlain. As a coach and executive, he worked with a who's-who of NBA stars from the last 40 years: Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, Johnson, Worthy, O'Neal, Bryant, Stephen Curry, Klay Thompson, Kevin Durant, Kawhi Leonard and Paul George among them.
"I marvel at them, at the joy they brought basketball fans all over the world," West said in 2019.
Even in the final years of his life, West was considered basketball royalty. He routinely sat courtside at Summer League games in Las Vegas, often watching many games in a day while greeting long lines of players -- LeBron James among them -- who would approach to shake his hand.
"The game transcends many things," West said while attending Summer League last year. "The players change, the style of play may change, but the respect that you learn in this game never changes."

    


James, on social media, offered his condolences: "Will truly miss our convos my dear friend! My thoughts and prayers goes out to your wonderful family! Forever love Jerry! Rest in Paradise my guy!" the NBA's all-time scoring leader wrote Wednesday.
West is 25th on the NBA's all-time scoring list. He knew he was the model for the league's logo -- a player dribbling a ball, set against a red-and-blue background -- but suggested in recent years that he wouldn't mind if the league changed it.
"While it's never been officially declared that the logo is Jerry West," Silver said in 2021, "it sure looks a lot like him."
West is still the NBA Finals' all-time leader in total points, along with field goals made and attempted as well as free throws made and attempted. He played in the title series nine times with the Lakers; his teams went 1-2 against the New York Knicks, and 0-6 against the Celtics.

    


"Those damn Celtics," he often said.
West also hit one of the most famed shots in finals history, a 60-footer at the buzzer of Game 3 of the 1970 series between the Knicks and Lakers to force overtime.
Tributes from across the sports world flowed freely Wednesday. The Los Angeles Dodgers released a statement calling West "an indelible figure on the Los Angeles sports landscape for more than 60 years," and the NBA quickly organized a pregame tribute to West that was held before Game 3 of the NBA Finals between the Celtics and Dallas Mavericks on Wednesday night.
West is survived by sons David, Mark and Michael from his first marriage to Martha Jane Kane, which ended in divorce. He and second wife Karen had two sons, Ryan and Jonnie, who is married to former LPGA Tour star Michelle Wie.
Riley recalled times where, after a Lakers shootaround practice, he and West would head to a nearby drugstore "to eat the best burgers, drink milkshakes and savor a great custard pudding with fresh whipped cream" before going home to nap and get ready for that night's game.
Evidently, burgers, milkshakes and custard worked wonders for West.
"Jerry would kick (butt) in a way that was so skilled and relentless," Riley said. "I was so proud to be there in his presence. I watched, I learned. He made me believe. Being in that aura of greatness was mesmerizing."
Michael Jordan said he considered West "a friend and mentor -- like an older brother to me."
"I valued his friendship and knowledge," Jordan said. "I always wished I could have played against him as a competitor, but the more I came to know him, I wish I had been his teammate. I admired his basketball insights and he and I shared many similarities to how we approached the game."
A native of Chelyan, West Virginia, West was known as a tenacious player who was rarely satisfied with his performance. He grew up shooting at a basket nailed to the side of a shed and often shot until his fingers bled. He became the first high school player in state history to score more than 900 points in a season, averaging 32.2 points in leading East Bank High to a state title.
Basketball, he would later reveal, was his therapy.
In his 2011 memoir, "West by West: My Charmed, Tormented Life," West chronicled a lifelong battle with depression. He wrote that his childhood was devoid of love and filled with anger as a result of an abusive father. He often felt worthless, and to combat that, he said he put his energy into playing the game.
West led West Virginia University -- where he is still the all-time leader in scoring average -- to the NCAA final in 1959, when the Mountaineers lost by one point to California.
"Today is one of the saddest days ever for West Virginia University and the state of West Virginia," Mountaineers athletic director Wren Baker said. "Mountaineer hearts all over the world are broken with the passing of the great Jerry West."
A year after he won Olympic gold in Rome, West joined the Lakers, where he spent his entire pro playing career. He was honored as one of the league's 50 greatest players in 1996 and when the league expanded the polling to 75 players to commemorate its 75th anniversary in 2021, West was selected again.
"You know, it never ceases to amaze me the places you can go in this world chasing a bouncing ball," West said in 2019, when he was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom -- the nation's highest civilian honor -- by then-President Donald Trump. "My chase began in Chelyan, West Virginia, where I strung a wire basket with no net to the side of a bridge. If your shot didn't go in, the ball rolled down a long bank and you would be chasing it forever. So, you better make it.
"I was a dreamer. My family didn't have much, but we had a clear view of the Appalachian Mountains, and I'd sit alone on our front porch and wonder, 'If I ever make it to the top of that mountain, what will I see on the other side?' Well, I did make it to the other side, and my dreams have come true. I've been able to see the sides, thanks to that bouncing ball."
___
Associated Press Writer John Raby contributed to this report.
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/hub/NBA
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House votes to hold Attorney General Merrick Garland in contempt for withholding Biden audio

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The House has voted to hold Attorney General Merrick Garland in contempt of Congress for refusing to turn over audio of President Joe Biden's interview in his classified documents case.
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    [image: FILE - Attorney General Merrick Garland answers a question from Rep. Jim Jordan, R-Ohio, while testifying during a House Judiciary Committee hearing on the Department of Justice, June 4, 2024, on Capitol Hill in Washington. The House is expected to vote on a resolution holding Attorney General Merrick Garland in contempt of Congress for refusing to turn over audio of President Joe Biden's interview in his classified documents case. The contempt action represents House Republicans' latest and strongest rebuke of the Justice Department and of Garland's leadership.(AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 6 | FILE - Attorney General Merrick Garland answers a question from Rep. Jim Jordan, R-Ohio, while testifying during a House Judiciary Committee hearing on the Department of Justice, June 4, 2024, on Capitol Hill in Washington. The House is expected to vote on a resolution holding Attorney General Merrick Garland in contempt of Congress for refusing to turn over audio of President Joe Biden's interview in his classified documents case. The contempt action represents House Republicans' latest and strongest rebuke of the Justice Department and of Garland's leadership.(AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)
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FILE - Attorney General Merrick Garland answers a question from Rep. Jim Jordan, R-Ohio, while testifying during a House Judiciary Committee hearing on the Department of Justice, June 4, 2024, on Capitol Hill in Washington. The House is expected to vote on a resolution holding Attorney General Merrick Garland in contempt of Congress for refusing to turn over audio of President Joe Biden's interview in his classified documents case. The contempt action represents House Republicans' latest and strongest rebuke of the Justice Department and of Garland's leadership.(AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)
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[image: Rep. Jim Jordan, R-Ohio, chairman of the House Judiciary Committee, joined at left by Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., talks to reporters about the pending vote to find Attorney General Merrick Garland in contempt of Congress, at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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[image: FILE - Rep. James Comer, R-Ky., chairman of the House Oversight and Accountability Committee, pauses as the House Rules Committee prepares to advance a contempt of Congress resolution against Attorney General Merrick Garland for not complying with a subpoena, at the Capitol in Washington, June 11, 2024. The House is expected to vote on a resolution holding Attorney General Merrick Garland in contempt of Congress for refusing to turn over audio of President Joe Biden's interview in his classified documents case. The contempt action represents House Republicans' latest and strongest rebuke of the Justice Department and of Garland's leadership. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)]
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[image: FILE - Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., and other Republican leaders meet with reporters at the Capitol in Washington, June 4, 2024. The House is expected to vote on a resolution holding Attorney General Merrick Garland in contempt of Congress for refusing to turn over audio of President Joe Biden's interview in his classified documents case. The contempt action represents House Republicans' latest and strongest rebuke of the Justice Department and of Garland's leadership. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The House voted Wednesday to hold Attorney General Merrick Garland in contempt of Congress for refusing to turn over audio of President Joe Biden's interview in his classified documents case, Republicans' latest and strongest rebuke of the Justice Department as partisan conflict over the rule of law animates the 2024 presidential campaign. 
The 216-207 vote fell along party lines, with Republicans coalescing behind the contempt effort despite reservations among some of the party's more centrist members. Only one Republican -- Rep. David Joyce of Ohio -- voted against it.
Garland said in a statement late Wednesday, "It is deeply disappointing that this House of Representatives has turned a serious congressional authority into a partisan weapon. Today's vote disregards the constitutional separation of powers, the Justice Department's need to protect its investigations, and the substantial amount of information we have provided to the Committees."





    


He added, "I will always stand up for this Department, its employees, and its vital mission to defend our democracy."
Garland is now the third attorney general to be held in contempt of Congress. Yet it is unlikely that the Justice Department -- which Garland oversees -- will prosecute him. The White House's decision to exert executive privilege over the audio recording, shielding it from Congress, would make it exceedingly difficult to make a criminal case against Garland. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Nonetheless, Speaker Mike Johnson defended the decision to push ahead with what is now a mostly symbolic effort. 
"Look, we did our job on the contempt, and I think it sends an important message," the Louisiana Republican said following the vote. "We'll see what happens next, but, I mean, the House has to do its work and I'm pleased with the outcome today."
The White House and congressional Democrats have slammed Republicans' motives for pursuing contempt and dismissed their efforts to obtain the audio as purely political. They also pointed out that Rep. Jim Jordan, the GOP chair of the House Judiciary Committee, defied his own congressional subpoena last session. 

    


"This contempt resolution will do very little, other than smear the reputation of Merrick Garland, who will remain a good and decent public servant no matter what Republicans say about him today," New York Rep. Jerry Nadler, the top Democrat on Judiciary Committee, said during floor debate. 
Garland has defended the Justice Department, saying officials have gone to extraordinary lengths to provide information to the committees about Special Counsel Robert Hur's classified documents investigation, including a transcript of Biden's interview with him.
"There have been a series of unprecedented and frankly unfounded attacks on the Justice Department," Garland said in a press conference last month. "This request, this effort to use contempt as a method of obtaining our sensitive law enforcement files is just most recent." 
Republicans were incensed when Hur declined to prosecute Biden over his handling of classified documents and quickly opened an investigation. GOP lawmakers -- led by Jordan and Rep. James Comer -- sent a subpoena for audio of Hur's interviews with Biden during the spring. But the Justice Department only turned over some of the records, leaving out audio of the interview with the president. 

    


On the last day to comply with the Republicans' subpoena for the audio, the White House blocked the release by invoking executive privilege. It said that Republicans in Congress only wanted the recordings "to chop them up" and use them for political purposes.
Executive privilege gives presidents the right to keep information from the courts, Congress and the public to protect the confidentiality of decision-making, though it can be challenged in court.
Administrations of both political parties have long held the position that officials who assert a president's claim of executive privilege can't be prosecuted for contempt of Congress, a Justice Department official told Republicans last month. 

    


Assistant Attorney General Carlos Felipe Uriarte cited a committee's decision in 2008 to back down from a contempt effort after President George W. Bush asserted executive privilege to keep Congress from getting records involving Vice President Dick Cheney.
Before Garland, the last attorney general held in contempt was Bill Barr in 2019. That was when the Democratically controlled House voted to issue a referral against Barr after he refused to turn over documents related to a special counsel investigation into Trump. 
Years before that, then-Attorney General Eric Holder was held in contempt related to the gun-running operation known as Operation Fast and Furious. In each of those instances, the Justice Department took no action against the attorney general. 
The special counsel in Biden's case, Hur, spent a year investigating the president's improper retention of classified documents, from his time as a senator and as vice president. The result was a 345-page report that questioned Biden's age and mental competence but recommended no criminal charges for the 81-year-old. Hur said he found insufficient evidence to successfully prosecute a case in court.

    


In March, Hur stood by his no-prosecution assessment in testimony before the Judiciary Committee, where he was grilled for more than four hours by both Democratic and Republican lawmakers.
His defense did not satisfy Republicans, who insist that there is a politically motivated double standard at the Justice Department, which is prosecuting former President Donald Trump over his retention of classified documents at his Florida club after he left the White House.
But there are major differences between the two probes. Biden's team returned the documents after they were discovered, and the president cooperated with the investigation by voluntarily sitting for an interview and consenting to searches of his homes. 
Trump, by contrast, is accused of enlisting the help of aides and lawyers to conceal the documents from the government and of seeking to have potentially incriminating evidence destroyed.
__ Associated Press writers Kevin Freking and Alanna Durkin Richer contributed to this report. 
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Thefts of charging cables pose yet another obstacle to appeal of electric vehicles

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Thieves are increasingly targeting electric vehicle charging stations, intent on stealing the cables, which contain highly conductive copper wiring (AP video: Lekan Oyekanmi and Mike Householder)
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    [image: A Tesla supercharging location is seen on Kipling Street, June 3, 2024 in Houston. Charging stations have been hit particularly hard by thieves who likely want to sell the highly conductive copper wiring inside the cables at near-record prices. But authorities and charging company officials say similar thefts are increasing across the U.S. as more charging stations are built. (AP Photo/Lekan Oyekanmi)]
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                                        DETROIT (AP) -- Just before 2 a.m. on a chilly April night in Seattle, a Chevrolet Silverado pickup stopped at an electric vehicle charging station on the edge of a shopping center parking lot. 
Two men, one with a light strapped to his head, got out. A security camera recorded them pulling out bolt cutters. One man snipped several charging cables; the other loaded them into the truck. In under 21/2 minutes, they were gone.
The scene that night has become part of a troubling pattern across the country: Thieves have been targeting EV charging stations, intent on stealing the cables, which contain copper wiring. The price of copper is near a record high on global markets, which means criminals stand to collect rising sums of cash from selling the material.
The stolen cables often disable entire stations, forcing EV owners on the road to search desperately for a working charger. For the owners, the predicament can be exasperating and stressful.

    


Broken-down chargers have emerged as the latest obstacle for U.S. automakers in their strenuous effort to convert more Americans to EVs despite widespread public anxiety about a scarcity of charging stations. About 4 in 10 U.S. adults say they believe EVs take too long to charge or don't know of any charging stations nearby. 




If even finding a charging station doesn't necessarily mean finding functioning cables, it becomes one more reason for skeptical buyers to stick with traditional gasoline-fueled or hybrid vehicles, at least for now.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

America's major automakers have made heavy financial bets that buyers will shift away from combustion engines and embrace EVs as the world faces the worsening consequences of climate change. Accordingly, the companies have poured billions into EVs.
Stellantis envisions 50% of its passenger cars being EVs by the end of 2030. Ford set a target of producing 2 million EVs per year by 2026 -- about 45% of its global sales -- though it has since suspended that goal. General Motors, the most ambitious of the three, has pledged to sell only EV passenger cars by the end of 2035.

    


Any such timetables, of course, hinge on whether the companies can convince more would-be EV buyers that a charge will always be available when they travel. The rise in cable thefts isn't likely to strengthen the automakers' case.
Two years ago, according to Electrify America, which runs the nation's second-largest network of direct-current fast chargers, a cable might be cut perhaps every six months at one of its 968 charging stations, with 4,400 plugs nationwide. Through May this year, the figure reached 129 -- four more than in all of 2023. At one Seattle station, cables were cut six times in the past year, said Anthony Lambkin, Electrify America's vice president of operations.
"We're enabling people to get to work, to take their kids to school, get to medical appointments," Lambkin said. "So to have an entire station that's offline is pretty impactful to our customers."
Two other leading EV charging companies -- Flo and EVgo -- also have reported a rise in thefts. Charging stations in the Seattle area have been a frequent target. Sites in Nevada, California, Arizona, Colorado, Illinois, Oregon, Tennessee, Texas and Pennsylvania have been hit, too.

    


Stations run by Tesla, which operates the nation's largest fast-charging network, have been struck in Seattle, Oakland and Houston. So far this year, Seattle police have reported seven cases of cable thefts from charging stations, matching the number for all of 2023. Thieves hit Tesla stations four times this year compared with just once last year, the Seattle police said.
"Vandalism of public charging infrastructure in the Seattle metro area has unfortunately been increasing in frequency," EVgo said. 
The company said law enforcement officials are investigating the thefts while it tries to repair inoperable stations and considers a longer-term solution.
The problem isn't confined to urban areas. In rural Sumner, Washington, south of Seattle, thieves cut cables twice at a Puget Sound Energy charging station. The company is working with police and the property owner to protect the station.

    


Until a month ago, police in Houston knew of no cable thefts. Then one was stolen from a charger at a gas station. The city has now recorded eight or nine such thefts, said Sgt. Robert Carson, who leads a police metal-theft unit.
In one case, thieves swiped 18 of 19 cords at a Tesla station. That day, Carson visited the station to inspect the damage. In the first five minutes that he was there, Carson said, about 10 EVs that needed charging had to be turned away.
In very large cities like Houston, charging stations typically contain an especially large number of plugs and cables, so thefts can be particularly damaging.
"They're not just taking one," Carson said. "When they're hit, they're hit pretty hard."

    


Roy Manuel, an Uber driver who normally recharges his Tesla at the Houston station hit by thieves, said he fears being unable to do so because of stolen cables.
"If my battery was really low, I'd have quite an issue with operating my vehicle," he said. "If it was so low that I couldn't get to another charger, I might be in trouble. Might even need a tow truck."
The charging companies say it's become clear that the thieves are after the copper that the cables contain. In late May, copper hit a record high of nearly $5.20 a pound, a result, in part, of rising demand resulting from efforts to cut carbon emissions with EVs that use more copper wiring. The price is up about 25% from a year ago, and many analysts envision further increases. 
Charging companies say there isn't actually very much copper in the cables, and what copper is there is difficult to extract. Carson estimates that criminals can get $15 to $20 per cable at a scrap yard. 
"They're not making a significant amount of money," he said. "They're not going to be sailing on a yacht anywhere."
Still, the more cables the thieves can steal, the more they can cash in. At $20 a cable, 20 stolen cables could fetch $400. 
The problem for the charging companies is that it's much costlier to replace cables. In Minneapolis, where cables have been clipped at city-owned charging stations, it costs about $1,000 to replace just one cable, said Joe Laurin, project manager in the Department of Public Works.
The charging companies are trying to fight back. Electrify America is installing more security cameras. In Houston, police are visiting recycling centers to look for stolen metal.
But it's often hard for the scrap yards to determine conclusively whether metal came from a charging cable. Thieves often burn off the insulation and just sell strands of metal.
The Recycled Materials Association, which represents 1,700 members, is issuing scrap-theft alerts from law enforcement officials so that members can be on the lookout for suspects and stolen goods.
Because charging stations are often situated in remote corners of parking lots, Carson suggested that many more security cameras are needed. 
In the meantime, Electrify America said Seattle police are trying to track down the thieves in the video. And Carson said the Houston police are pursuing leads in the Tesla theft.
"We'd like to get them stopped," he said, "and then let the court system do what they're supposed to do."
___
AP Video Journalist Lekan Oyekanmi contributed to this report from Houston.
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Republicans stick to attacking criminal justice system, echoing Trump, after Hunter Biden conviction
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                                        PHOENIX (AP) -- Republicans are responding to Hunter Biden's conviction on federal gun charges with some version of, "That's it?"
Loyal to Donald Trump, they largely echoed the former president's claim that the Justice Department has treated President Joe Biden's son with kid gloves while zealously prosecuting Trump. Using the attention given to Hunter Biden's conviction for charges related to buying a gun while addicted to drugs, they pressed unsubstantiated or debunked allegations that Joe Biden -- while vice president -- acted to advance his family members' foreign business interests.
The GOP's argument that Joe Biden is ordering prosecutors to target political opponents has been hurt by the Biden-led Justice Department prosecuting the president's son -- with Biden declining to stop the investigation or pardon Hunter Biden. But in making that case, Republicans may be trying to deflect from Trump's own stated intentions to wield the criminal justice system against opponents if he returns to the White House.

    


While president, Trump tried to undercut the Justice Department investigation into his campaign's alleged ties to Russia and issued pardons to a raft of former campaign aides, friends and donors. And on the campaign trail, Trump has repeatedly declared he is the victim of a "rigged" system and promised to appoint a special prosecutor to target Biden and his family. 




House Republicans voted Wednesday to hold Attorney General Merrick Garland in contempt of Congress, further escalating their battle with the Justice Department. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

And Trump sent a fundraising email with the subject line, "Haul out the Guillotine!" The email claimed Trump's critics have a "Sick Dream" to see him beheaded, the latest example of Trump's inflammatory rhetoric since his hush money conviction. 
In a deal with prosecutors last year, Hunter Biden was supposed to plead guilty to misdemeanor tax offenses and avoid prosecution in the gun case if he stayed out of trouble for two years. But the deal fell apart after the judge, who was nominated by Trump, questioned unusual aspects of the proposed agreement, and the lawyers could not resolve the matter.

    


He was convicted Tuesday and faces a potential 25 years in prison, though as a first-time offender he is likely to get far less time or avoid prison entirely. 
He still faces a trial in September in California on charges of failing to pay $1.4 million in taxes, and congressional Republicans have signaled they will keep going after him in their stalled impeachment effort into the president. The president has not been accused or charged with any wrongdoing by prosecutors investigating his son.
Biden definitively ruled out pardoning his son during an ABC News interview last week. White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre on Wednesday did not rule out the president issuing a potential commutation that might reduce or erase a sentence while leaving the conviction intact. 
Hunter Biden's conviction came weeks after a New York jury found Trump guilty of 34 counts related to a hush money payment to a porn actor during the 2016 campaign. Trump falsely claims the verdict was "rigged." Biden said he accepted his son's verdict. 

    


Trump's campaign issued a statement calling the Hunter Biden verdict "nothing more than a distraction from the real crimes of the Biden Crime Family." Several of his allies followed. 
"Remember this was Joe Biden's corrupt DOJ that tried to negotiate outside immunity unrelated to this case," said Rep. Elise Stefanik, a New York Republican and a contender to be Trump's vice presidential running mate. "Today is the first step in delivering accountability for the Biden Crime Family."
Sen. J.D. Vance, an Ohio Republican and another vice presidential contender, shared a post by Ohio Republican Senate candidate Bernie Moreno saying the gun charges were meant to "insulate and protect" the president. 
Republican House Speaker Mike Johnson said the guilty verdict was "appropriate" and didn't undercut his own criticism of a two-tiered system of justice for Trump and the Bidens.

    


"Every case is different," Johnson said. "And clearly the evidence was overwhelming here. I don't think that's the case in the Trump trial, and all the charges that have been brought against him have been obviously brought for political purposes. Hunter Biden is a separate incident."
Democrats did not attack the Justice Department or the courts. Said Rep. Pete Aguilar, D-Calif., the No. 3 House Democrat: "Hunter Biden sat before a jury of his peers, a verdict was rendered and House Democrats believe in the rule of law, and so we respect that ruling."
As president, Trump repeatedly sought to shape the criminal inquiry into whether his 2016 presidential campaign had conspired with Russia.
He fired the FBI director who led the investigation, berated the attorney general he appointed for recusing himself from overseeing the probe and directed his White House counsel to seek the termination of special counsel Robert Mueller. Those acts, and others, contributed to an investigation into whether he had illegally sought to obstruct the Russia inquiry; Mueller did find evidence of obstruction but declined to make a finding about whether Trump had broken the law.

    


More recently, Trump and allies have suggested that if elected he might advocate the imprisonment of political opponents, something he championed even before he became president.
In a Fox & Friends interview this month, he falsely asserted that he had not used the words "lock her up" in reference to Hillary Clinton and his 2016 opponent's use of a private email server to transmit sensitive information as secretary of state. He said he could've sought to have her jailed but that it "would have been a terrible thing."
He suggested things are different now that he faces four felony indictments, including the New York case that resulted in a conviction. 
"And then this happened to me, and so I may feel differently about it," he said.
The charges against Hunter Biden stem from a dark period in his life, during which he acknowledges a spiraling descent following the death of his brother, Beau Biden, to cancer in 2015. Jurors found him guilty of lying to a federally licensed gun dealer when he bought a revolver in 2018, making a false claim on the application by saying he was not a drug user and illegally having the gun for 11 days.
Many in Trump's Republican Party are staunchly against gun control and some of his supporters have questioned whether Hunter Biden should have been tried on the gun charges. 
Rep. Matt Gaetz, a Florida Republican and high-profile Trump supporter, posted on X, "The Hunter Biden gun conviction is kinda dumb."
Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., told reporters at the Capitol that the gun charge was a "waste of time," though he said other accusations related to Hunter Biden's taxes were "serious."
"I just think he's being punished," Graham said, adding the average person would be "put in drug diversion or something."
Rep. Thomas Massie, R-Ky., made similar comments. 
"Hunter might deserve to be in jail for something, but purchasing a gun is not it," Massie posted on X. "There are millions of marijuana users who own guns in this country, and none of them should be in jail for purchasing or possessing a firearm against current laws."
___
Tucker reported from Washington. Associated Press writers Kevin Freking, Stephen Groves and Farnoush Amiri in Washington contributed to this report. 
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Southern Baptists narrowly reject formal ban on churches with any women pastors

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Southern Baptists narrowly rejected a proposal Wednesday to enshrine a ban on churches with women pastors in the denomination's constitution after opponents argued it was unnecessary because the denomination already has a way of ousting such churches.
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    [image: Messengers stand for worship during a Southern Baptist Convention annual meeting Tuesday, June 11, 2024, in Indianapolis. (AP Photo/Doug McSchooler)]
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[image: Messengers raise their ballots in support of a motion put up for vote during a Southern Baptist Convention annual meeting Tuesday, June 11, 2024, in Indianapolis. (AP Photo/Doug McSchooler)]
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[image: Nikki Hardeman, of Atlanta, Ga.,, an advocacy director for Baptist Women in Ministry, left, Meredith Stone, executive director of Baptist Women in Ministry, center, and Christa Brown, an advocate for survivors of sexual abuse and a supporter of the Baptist Women in Ministry, stand outside the venue of a Southern Baptist Convention annual meeting Tuesday, June 11, 2024, in Indianapolis. (AP Photo/Doug McSchooler)]
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[image: Dave Mitchell, of Houston, Texas, distributes brochures to promote the call to ratify an amendment that would bar churches with women pastors from the Southern Baptist Convention during the denomination's annual meeting Tuesday, June 11, 2024, in Indianapolis. (AP Photo/Doug McSchooler)]
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                                        INDIANAPOLIS (AP) -- Southern Baptists narrowly rejected a proposal Wednesday to enshrine a ban on churches with women pastors in their constitution after opponents argued it was unnecessary because the denomination already has a way of ousting such churches.
The measure received support from 61% of the delegates, but it failed to get the required two-thirds supermajority. The action reversed a preliminary vote last year in favor of the official ban. 
But it still leaves the Southern Baptist Convention with its official doctrinal statement saying the office of pastor is limited to men. Even the opponents of the ban said they favored that doctrinal statement but didn't think it was necessary to reinforce it in the constitution.
Opponents noted that the SBC already can oust churches that assert women can serve as pastors -- as it did last year and again Tuesday night. 

    


The vote was perhaps the most highly anticipated of the annual meeting, reflecting years of debate in the United States' largest Protestant denomination. It was the final day of the SBC's two-day annual meeting in Indianapolis where Southern Baptists have also elected a new convention president and approved a nonbinding resolution, cautioning couples about using in vitro fertilization. 




In the resolution, messengers urged couples to "consider the ethical implications" of reproductive technologies like IVF. It has become a prominent issue in the wake of a IVF controversy in Alabama, which shielded IVF providers from prosecution and civil lawsuits after a state Supreme Court ruling said frozen embryos are children.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The SBC resolution agrees that embryos are children, regardless of location in or outside the womb. The resolution expressed alarm over the fact that IVF treatment commonly produces surplus embryos that are frozen, with "most unquestionably destined for eventual destruction."

    


While not outright opposing IVF, the resolution also denounces medical experimentation on frozen embryos as well as any use of "dehumanizing methods for determining suitability for life and genetic sorting."
It expresses sympathy with couples struggling with infertility but urges them to weigh the issues. It also encourages couples to adopt frozen embryos.
Some messengers gave impassioned defenses of the technology, saying it helped couples bring children into the world, but others said the destruction of frozen embryos outweighs any benefits from IVF.
"Right now we're trying to open the conversation, remind Southern Baptists of our long-held beliefs of the sanctity of human life," said Kristen Ferguson, chair of the committee on resolutions. "So in the future, we fully anticipate that you may see much stronger language ... but we are not speaking to that at this time, because Southern Baptists aren't ready to speak to that yet"
Earlier in the day, the much-watched proposed amendment, which received preliminary approval last year, would have formally excluded churches that have women in any pastoral positions, from lead pastor to associates, or even affirms them in that role. Supporters believe it is biblically necessary, estimating hundreds of Southern Baptist churches have women in those roles.

    


Since 2000, the SBC's nonbinding statement of faith has declared that only men are qualified for the role of pastor. It's interpreted differently across the denomination, with some believing it doesn't apply to associate pastors so long as the senior pastor is male.
The rejected amendment would have said any church deemed in "friendly cooperation" -- the official term for SBC affiliation -- must be one that "affirms, appoints, or employs only men as any kind of pastor or elder as qualified by Scripture."
Opponents argued the convention already has the power to remove churches over this issue, and the amendment will have unintended consequences, including disproportionately affecting Black Southern Baptist congregations, which tend to have women on their pastoral staffs.
But the motion went swiftly to a vote after only brief debate.

    


Ryan Fullerton, pastor of Immanuel Baptist Church in Louisville, Kentucky, said the measure is "not about preventing women from exercising their gifts" in the church, in roles on church staff such as "children's ministers." But he said the Bible is clear that the office of pastor is for men.
Spence Shelton, pastor of Mercy Church in Charlotte, North Carolina, argued the measure was unnecessary.
He noted that the convention voted to affirm the ouster of a historic Virginia church Tuesday and two other churches last year, including the California megachurch Saddleback, which all have women pastors and affirmed they could hold top pastoral positions.
The stated citation for ousting those churches was an existing part of the constitution -- that they don't have a faith and practice that "closely identifies" with the Baptist Faith and Message, the document approved in 2000 that includes the affirmation that the pastoral position is reserved for men. 

    


"Y'all, we have shown the mechanisms we currently have are sufficient to deal with this question," Shelton said.
Mike Law, pastor of Arlington Baptist Church in Virginia and author of the amendment, cited a report that there are about 1,800 women pastors working in the denomination. He cited Bible verses limiting the pastoral office to men while saying women can serve in other roles.
"Our culture may see this prohibition as harsh, but our God is all wise, and wrote this word for the flourishing of both men and women," he said.
Law said in a statement afterward that while the result is disappointing, he took heart that supporters were in the majority, "and that is something we can build on." 
Dwight McKissic, a Black pastor from Arlington, Texas, who supports women in ministry under a male pastor's leadership, applauded the rejection of the amendment.
In a post on X, formerly Twitter, he said that God loves women "too much to allow unbiblical restrictions, that violates local church autonomy, to disallow women from receiving and deploying spiritual gifts. ... Male supremacy didn't rule the order of the day."
The denomination can't tell its independent churches what to do or whom to appoint as a pastor. But they can say which churches are in and which are out.
Last year, Southern Baptists refused to take back Saddleback, one of the convention's largest congregations, and a small Kentucky church after the denomination's Executive Committee ousted them over the issue.
Both churches, which had women in top pastoral positions, appealed their ouster to the 2023 annual meeting and were overwhelmingly rejected by the delegates. A similar scenario played out in Indianapolis on Tuesday, when messengers voted overwhelmingly to kick out First Baptist Church of Alexandria in Virginia, which has a woman in an associate position and also asserted that women can hold the top job.
Delegates also elected a North Carolina pastor and longtime denominational statesman to be the next president of their convention in a contest between six candidates that went into two run-off votes.
Clint Pressley, who is senior pastor of Hickory Grove Baptist Church in Charlotte, will be the next Southern Baptist Convention president after winning 56% of votes in the final run-off race.
The SBC president -- one of the most prominent faces of the conservative evangelical network of churches -- presides over the annual meeting and appoints members to the denomination's committees.
Pressley earned a master of divinity from New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisiana, one of the SBC's official seminaries. He has led Hickory Grove since 2011 after pastoring churches in Alabama and Mississippi. Pressley was first vice president of the SBC in 2014-15 and served on numerous other denominational boards.
__
Meyer reported from Nashville, Tennessee. 
___
Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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The Latest | Hezbollah rocket barrage ups pressure on Israel as Gaza cease-fire negotiations drag on
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    [image: People carry the coffin of Hezbollah senior commander Taleb Sami Abdullah, 55, known within Hezbollah as Hajj Abu Taleb, who was killed late Tusday by an Israeli strike in south Lebanon, during his funeral procession in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. Hezbollah fired a massive barrage of rockets into northern Israel on Wednesday to avenge the killing of the top commander in the Lebanese militant group as the fate of an internationally-backed plan for a cease-fire in Gaza hung in the balance. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)]
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[image: A plane uses a fire retardant to extinguish a fire burning in an area near the border with Lebanon, in Safed, northern Israel, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. Scores of rockets were fired from Lebanon toward northern Israel on Wednesday morning, hours after Israeli airstrikes killed four officials from the militant Hezbollah group including a senior military commander. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: Palestinian medics treat a child wounded youth in the Israeli bombardment on a residential building owned by the Jabr family in the Bureij refugee camp, at al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir al Balah, central Gaza Strip, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Saher Alghorra)]
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[image: Mourners kiss the coffin of Hezbollah senior commander Taleb Sami Abdullah, 55, known within Hezbollah as Hajj Abu Taleb, who was killed late Tuesday by an Israeli strike in south Lebanon, during his funeral procession in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. Hezbollah fired a massive barrage of rockets into northern Israel on Wednesday to avenge the killing of the top commander in the Lebanese militant group as the fate of an internationally-backed plan for a cease-fire in Gaza hung in the balance. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)]
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[image: A mourner kisses Saqr Abed, an Islamic Jihad militant killed in a raid by Israeli forces before his funeral in the village of Kafr Dan, near the West Bank city of Jenin, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. Hundreds of mourners gathered for the funeral of Palestinian men killed by Israeli fire during a raid in the northern West Bank village. A total of six men were killed by Israeli forces during Tuesday's raid on the village according to the Palestinian Health Ministry. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)]
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[image: Israeli firefighters work to extinguish a fire burning in an area near the border with Lebanon, in Safed, northern Israel, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. Scores of rockets were fired from Lebanon toward northern Israel on Wednesday morning, hours after Israeli airstrikes killed four officials from the militant Hezbollah group including a senior military commander. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: Israeli soldiers work on their tank near the Israel-Gaza border in southern Israel, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)]
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[image: A column of Israeli military vehicles leave the Gaza Strip, as seen from southern Israel, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 15 | A column of Israeli military vehicles leave the Gaza Strip, as seen from southern Israel, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Palestinians look at the aftermath of the Israeli bombing in Nuseirat refugee camp, Gaza Strip, on June 8, 2024. The U.N. human rights office is citing possible war crimes by Israeli forces and Palestinian armed groups in connection with a deadly raid by Israeli forces that freed four hostages over the weekend. Office spokesman Jeremy Laurence expressed concerns about possible violations of rules of proportionality, distinction and precaution by the Israeli forces in Saturday's raid at the urban Nuseirat refugee camp. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi, File)]
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[image: US Secretary of State Antony Blinken speaks at a joint press conference with the Qatari Prime Minister Sheikh Mohammed Bin Abdulrahman al-Thani in Doha, Qatar, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (Ibraheem Al Omari/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: Senior Hezbollah leader Hashem Safieddine speaks during the funeral procession of Hezbollah senior commander Taleb Sami Abdullah, 55, known within Hezbollah as Hajj Abu Taleb, who was killed late Tuesday by an Israeli strike in south Lebanon, in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. Hezbollah fired a massive barrage of rockets into northern Israel on Wednesday to avenge the killing of the top commander in the Lebanese militant group as the fate of an internationally-backed plan for a cease-fire in Gaza hung in the balance. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 15 | Senior Hezbollah leader Hashem Safieddine speaks during the funeral procession of Hezbollah senior commander Taleb Sami Abdullah, 55, known within Hezbollah as Hajj Abu Taleb, who was killed late Tuesday by an Israeli strike in south Lebanon, in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. Hezbollah fired a massive barrage of rockets into northern Israel on Wednesday to avenge the killing of the top commander in the Lebanese militant group as the fate of an internationally-backed plan for a cease-fire in Gaza hung in the balance. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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[image: Hezbollah fighters carry the coffin of their comrade, senior commander Taleb Sami Abdullah, 55, known within Hezbollah as Hajj Abu Taleb, who was killed late Tusday by an Israeli strike in south Lebanon, during his funeral procession in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. Hezbollah fired a massive barrage of rockets into northern Israel on Wednesday to avenge the killing of the top commander in the Lebanese militant group as the fate of an internationally-backed plan for a cease-fire in Gaza hung in the balance. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 15 | Hezbollah fighters carry the coffin of their comrade, senior commander Taleb Sami Abdullah, 55, known within Hezbollah as Hajj Abu Taleb, who was killed late Tusday by an Israeli strike in south Lebanon, during his funeral procession in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. Hezbollah fired a massive barrage of rockets into northern Israel on Wednesday to avenge the killing of the top commander in the Lebanese militant group as the fate of an internationally-backed plan for a cease-fire in Gaza hung in the balance. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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[image: Mourners carry the body of Mustafa Marhi, an Islamic Jihad militant killed in a raid by Israeli forces in the village of Kafr Dan, near the West Bank city of Jenin, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. Hundreds of mourners gathered for the funeral of Palestinian men killed by Israeli fire during a raid in the northern West Bank village. A total of six men were killed by Israeli forces during Tuesday's raid on the village according to the Palestinian Health Ministry. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)]
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[image: Palestinian medics treat a wounded youth in the Israeli bombardment on a residential building owned by the Jabr family in Bureij refugee camp, at al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir al Balah, central Gaza Strip, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Saher Alghorra)]
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[image: A Palestinian child wounded in an Israeli bombardment on a residential building owned by the Jabr family in Bureij refugee camp, is brought to al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir al Balah, central Gaza Strip, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Saher Alghorra)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 15 | A Palestinian child wounded in an Israeli bombardment on a residential building owned by the Jabr family in Bureij refugee camp, is brought to al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir al Balah, central Gaza Strip, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Saher Alghorra)
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        The Latest | Hezbollah rocket barrage ups pressure on Israel as Gaza cease-fire negotiations drag on

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: People carry the coffin of Hezbollah senior commander Taleb Sami Abdullah, 55, known within Hezbollah as Hajj Abu Taleb, who was killed late Tusday by an Israeli strike in south Lebanon, during his funeral procession in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. Hezbollah fired a massive barrage of rockets into northern Israel on Wednesday to avenge the killing of the top commander in the Lebanese militant group as the fate of an internationally-backed plan for a cease-fire in Gaza hung in the balance. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)]
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[image: A plane uses a fire retardant to extinguish a fire burning in an area near the border with Lebanon, in Safed, northern Israel, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. Scores of rockets were fired from Lebanon toward northern Israel on Wednesday morning, hours after Israeli airstrikes killed four officials from the militant Hezbollah group including a senior military commander. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 15 | A plane uses a fire retardant to extinguish a fire burning in an area near the border with Lebanon, in Safed, northern Israel, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. Scores of rockets were fired from Lebanon toward northern Israel on Wednesday morning, hours after Israeli airstrikes killed four officials from the militant Hezbollah group including a senior military commander. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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A plane uses a fire retardant to extinguish a fire burning in an area near the border with Lebanon, in Safed, northern Israel, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. Scores of rockets were fired from Lebanon toward northern Israel on Wednesday morning, hours after Israeli airstrikes killed four officials from the militant Hezbollah group including a senior military commander. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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[image: Palestinian medics treat a child wounded youth in the Israeli bombardment on a residential building owned by the Jabr family in the Bureij refugee camp, at al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir al Balah, central Gaza Strip, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Saher Alghorra)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 15 | Palestinian medics treat a child wounded youth in the Israeli bombardment on a residential building owned by the Jabr family in the Bureij refugee camp, at al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir al Balah, central Gaza Strip, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Saher Alghorra)
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Palestinian medics treat a child wounded youth in the Israeli bombardment on a residential building owned by the Jabr family in the Bureij refugee camp, at al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir al Balah, central Gaza Strip, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Saher Alghorra)
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[image: Mourners kiss the coffin of Hezbollah senior commander Taleb Sami Abdullah, 55, known within Hezbollah as Hajj Abu Taleb, who was killed late Tuesday by an Israeli strike in south Lebanon, during his funeral procession in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. Hezbollah fired a massive barrage of rockets into northern Israel on Wednesday to avenge the killing of the top commander in the Lebanese militant group as the fate of an internationally-backed plan for a cease-fire in Gaza hung in the balance. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 15 | Mourners kiss the coffin of Hezbollah senior commander Taleb Sami Abdullah, 55, known within Hezbollah as Hajj Abu Taleb, who was killed late Tuesday by an Israeli strike in south Lebanon, during his funeral procession in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. Hezbollah fired a massive barrage of rockets into northern Israel on Wednesday to avenge the killing of the top commander in the Lebanese militant group as the fate of an internationally-backed plan for a cease-fire in Gaza hung in the balance. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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Mourners kiss the coffin of Hezbollah senior commander Taleb Sami Abdullah, 55, known within Hezbollah as Hajj Abu Taleb, who was killed late Tuesday by an Israeli strike in south Lebanon, during his funeral procession in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. Hezbollah fired a massive barrage of rockets into northern Israel on Wednesday to avenge the killing of the top commander in the Lebanese militant group as the fate of an internationally-backed plan for a cease-fire in Gaza hung in the balance. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A mourner kisses Saqr Abed, an Islamic Jihad militant killed in a raid by Israeli forces before his funeral in the village of Kafr Dan, near the West Bank city of Jenin, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. Hundreds of mourners gathered for the funeral of Palestinian men killed by Israeli fire during a raid in the northern West Bank village. A total of six men were killed by Israeli forces during Tuesday's raid on the village according to the Palestinian Health Ministry. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 15 | A mourner kisses Saqr Abed, an Islamic Jihad militant killed in a raid by Israeli forces before his funeral in the village of Kafr Dan, near the West Bank city of Jenin, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. Hundreds of mourners gathered for the funeral of Palestinian men killed by Israeli fire during a raid in the northern West Bank village. A total of six men were killed by Israeli forces during Tuesday's raid on the village according to the Palestinian Health Ministry. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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A mourner kisses Saqr Abed, an Islamic Jihad militant killed in a raid by Israeli forces before his funeral in the village of Kafr Dan, near the West Bank city of Jenin, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. Hundreds of mourners gathered for the funeral of Palestinian men killed by Israeli fire during a raid in the northern West Bank village. A total of six men were killed by Israeli forces during Tuesday's raid on the village according to the Palestinian Health Ministry. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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[image: Israeli firefighters work to extinguish a fire burning in an area near the border with Lebanon, in Safed, northern Israel, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. Scores of rockets were fired from Lebanon toward northern Israel on Wednesday morning, hours after Israeli airstrikes killed four officials from the militant Hezbollah group including a senior military commander. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 15 | Israeli firefighters work to extinguish a fire burning in an area near the border with Lebanon, in Safed, northern Israel, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. Scores of rockets were fired from Lebanon toward northern Israel on Wednesday morning, hours after Israeli airstrikes killed four officials from the militant Hezbollah group including a senior military commander. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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Israeli firefighters work to extinguish a fire burning in an area near the border with Lebanon, in Safed, northern Israel, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. Scores of rockets were fired from Lebanon toward northern Israel on Wednesday morning, hours after Israeli airstrikes killed four officials from the militant Hezbollah group including a senior military commander. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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[image: Israeli soldiers work on their tank near the Israel-Gaza border in southern Israel, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)]
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Israeli soldiers work on their tank near the Israel-Gaza border in southern Israel, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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[image: A column of Israeli military vehicles leave the Gaza Strip, as seen from southern Israel, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)]
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 15
A column of Israeli military vehicles leave the Gaza Strip, as seen from southern Israel, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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[image: FILE - Palestinians look at the aftermath of the Israeli bombing in Nuseirat refugee camp, Gaza Strip, on June 8, 2024. The U.N. human rights office is citing possible war crimes by Israeli forces and Palestinian armed groups in connection with a deadly raid by Israeli forces that freed four hostages over the weekend. Office spokesman Jeremy Laurence expressed concerns about possible violations of rules of proportionality, distinction and precaution by the Israeli forces in Saturday's raid at the urban Nuseirat refugee camp. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi, File)]
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FILE - Palestinians look at the aftermath of the Israeli bombing in Nuseirat refugee camp, Gaza Strip, on June 8, 2024. The U.N. human rights office is citing possible war crimes by Israeli forces and Palestinian armed groups in connection with a deadly raid by Israeli forces that freed four hostages over the weekend. Office spokesman Jeremy Laurence expressed concerns about possible violations of rules of proportionality, distinction and precaution by the Israeli forces in Saturday's raid at the urban Nuseirat refugee camp. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi, File)
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[image: US Secretary of State Antony Blinken speaks at a joint press conference with the Qatari Prime Minister Sheikh Mohammed Bin Abdulrahman al-Thani in Doha, Qatar, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (Ibraheem Al Omari/Pool Photo via AP)]
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US Secretary of State Antony Blinken speaks at a joint press conference with the Qatari Prime Minister Sheikh Mohammed Bin Abdulrahman al-Thani in Doha, Qatar, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (Ibraheem Al Omari/Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: Senior Hezbollah leader Hashem Safieddine speaks during the funeral procession of Hezbollah senior commander Taleb Sami Abdullah, 55, known within Hezbollah as Hajj Abu Taleb, who was killed late Tuesday by an Israeli strike in south Lebanon, in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. Hezbollah fired a massive barrage of rockets into northern Israel on Wednesday to avenge the killing of the top commander in the Lebanese militant group as the fate of an internationally-backed plan for a cease-fire in Gaza hung in the balance. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 15 | Senior Hezbollah leader Hashem Safieddine speaks during the funeral procession of Hezbollah senior commander Taleb Sami Abdullah, 55, known within Hezbollah as Hajj Abu Taleb, who was killed late Tuesday by an Israeli strike in south Lebanon, in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. Hezbollah fired a massive barrage of rockets into northern Israel on Wednesday to avenge the killing of the top commander in the Lebanese militant group as the fate of an internationally-backed plan for a cease-fire in Gaza hung in the balance. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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Senior Hezbollah leader Hashem Safieddine speaks during the funeral procession of Hezbollah senior commander Taleb Sami Abdullah, 55, known within Hezbollah as Hajj Abu Taleb, who was killed late Tuesday by an Israeli strike in south Lebanon, in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. Hezbollah fired a massive barrage of rockets into northern Israel on Wednesday to avenge the killing of the top commander in the Lebanese militant group as the fate of an internationally-backed plan for a cease-fire in Gaza hung in the balance. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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[image: Hezbollah fighters carry the coffin of their comrade, senior commander Taleb Sami Abdullah, 55, known within Hezbollah as Hajj Abu Taleb, who was killed late Tusday by an Israeli strike in south Lebanon, during his funeral procession in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. Hezbollah fired a massive barrage of rockets into northern Israel on Wednesday to avenge the killing of the top commander in the Lebanese militant group as the fate of an internationally-backed plan for a cease-fire in Gaza hung in the balance. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 15 | Hezbollah fighters carry the coffin of their comrade, senior commander Taleb Sami Abdullah, 55, known within Hezbollah as Hajj Abu Taleb, who was killed late Tusday by an Israeli strike in south Lebanon, during his funeral procession in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. Hezbollah fired a massive barrage of rockets into northern Israel on Wednesday to avenge the killing of the top commander in the Lebanese militant group as the fate of an internationally-backed plan for a cease-fire in Gaza hung in the balance. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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Hezbollah fighters carry the coffin of their comrade, senior commander Taleb Sami Abdullah, 55, known within Hezbollah as Hajj Abu Taleb, who was killed late Tusday by an Israeli strike in south Lebanon, during his funeral procession in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. Hezbollah fired a massive barrage of rockets into northern Israel on Wednesday to avenge the killing of the top commander in the Lebanese militant group as the fate of an internationally-backed plan for a cease-fire in Gaza hung in the balance. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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[image: Mourners carry the body of Mustafa Marhi, an Islamic Jihad militant killed in a raid by Israeli forces in the village of Kafr Dan, near the West Bank city of Jenin, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. Hundreds of mourners gathered for the funeral of Palestinian men killed by Israeli fire during a raid in the northern West Bank village. A total of six men were killed by Israeli forces during Tuesday's raid on the village according to the Palestinian Health Ministry. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 15 | Mourners carry the body of Mustafa Marhi, an Islamic Jihad militant killed in a raid by Israeli forces in the village of Kafr Dan, near the West Bank city of Jenin, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. Hundreds of mourners gathered for the funeral of Palestinian men killed by Israeli fire during a raid in the northern West Bank village. A total of six men were killed by Israeli forces during Tuesday's raid on the village according to the Palestinian Health Ministry. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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Mourners carry the body of Mustafa Marhi, an Islamic Jihad militant killed in a raid by Israeli forces in the village of Kafr Dan, near the West Bank city of Jenin, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. Hundreds of mourners gathered for the funeral of Palestinian men killed by Israeli fire during a raid in the northern West Bank village. A total of six men were killed by Israeli forces during Tuesday's raid on the village according to the Palestinian Health Ministry. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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[image: Palestinian medics treat a wounded youth in the Israeli bombardment on a residential building owned by the Jabr family in Bureij refugee camp, at al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir al Balah, central Gaza Strip, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Saher Alghorra)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 15 | Palestinian medics treat a wounded youth in the Israeli bombardment on a residential building owned by the Jabr family in Bureij refugee camp, at al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir al Balah, central Gaza Strip, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Saher Alghorra)
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Palestinian medics treat a wounded youth in the Israeli bombardment on a residential building owned by the Jabr family in Bureij refugee camp, at al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir al Balah, central Gaza Strip, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Saher Alghorra)
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[image: A Palestinian child wounded in an Israeli bombardment on a residential building owned by the Jabr family in Bureij refugee camp, is brought to al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir al Balah, central Gaza Strip, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Saher Alghorra)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 15 | A Palestinian child wounded in an Israeli bombardment on a residential building owned by the Jabr family in Bureij refugee camp, is brought to al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir al Balah, central Gaza Strip, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Saher Alghorra)
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A Palestinian child wounded in an Israeli bombardment on a residential building owned by the Jabr family in Bureij refugee camp, is brought to al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir al Balah, central Gaza Strip, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Saher Alghorra)
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                                        The Lebanese militant group Hezbollah fired hundreds of rockets toward northern Israel on Wednesday, hours after an Israeli airstrike killed a senior commander -- the hightest-ranking member of the group to die in eight months of fighting. 
The Israeli military said some of the 215 projectiles were intercepted, while others ignited brush fires. There were no immediate reports of casualties. Hezbollah said it fired missiles and rockets at two military bases and vowed to intensify its attacks in response to Israel's killing of Taleb Sami Abdullah.
Hezbollah, an Iran-backed ally of the Palestinian group Hamas, has recently been striking further inside Israel and introducing new and more advanced weaponry. Israeli warplanes have bombed deep inside Lebanon. Hezbollah says it will only stop the attacks if there is a truce in Gaza.
The pressure on Israel's northern border came as U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said mediators are trying to close the deal for an elusive cease-fire and hostage release in Gaza. Hamas has requested numerous changes to a U.S.-backed proposal -- some of which Blinken said were "workable" and some not.

    


Hamas says its "amendments" aim to guarantee a permanent cease-fire and complete Israeli troop withdrawal from Gaza. The cease-fire proposal announced by U.S. President Joe Biden includes those provisions, but Hamas has expressed wariness whether Israel will implement the terms. 




Israel's war against Hamas in Gaza has killed more than 37,100 people, according to Gaza's Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between combatants and civilians in its count. Palestinians are facing widespread hunger because the war has largely cut off the flow of food, medicine and other supplies. U.N. agencies say over 1 million in Gaza could experience the highest level of starvation by mid-July. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Israel launched the war after Hamas' Oct. 7 attack, in which militants stormed into southern Israel, killed some 1,200 people -- mostly civilians -- and abducted about 250. 

    


Currently:
-- What are the main sticking points in the cease-fire talks between Israel and Hamas?
-- Report by UN-backed experts cites crimes by Israeli forces and Palestinian militants starting 0ct. 7.
-- Hezbollah vows to intensify attacks against Israel after an airstrike kills a senior commander.
-- Blinken says some of Hamas' proposed changes to a cease-fire plan in Gaza are workable and some are not.
-- Netanyahu's top rival left Israel's war Cabinet. How does that affect the prime minister and Gaza?
-- Yemen's Houthi rebels launch boat-borne bomb attack against Greek-owned ship in Red Sea.
Follow AP's coverage of the war in Gaza at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
Here's the latest:
Voices of displaced Palestinians in Gaza: jaded hopes for a cease-fire despite war's bloody toll
DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip -- Weary after eight months of war, frustrated Palestinians displaced from their homes in Gaza said Wednesday they are cautiously hoping for a cease-fire. 
Some are more skeptical than others, as previous moments of optimism have been dashed by differences between Israel and Hamas.
"We are psychologically tired," said Etaf Abdel Bari, a displaced woman living in central Gaza's Deir al-Balah. "They negotiated a lot, to no avail? We are not a toy in their hands. Our sons, daughters, and families killed without a reason. For what?" 

    


More than 1 million people have fled Israel's invasion of the southern Gaza city Rafah, scattering across southern and central Gaza into new tent camps or crowding into schools and homes.
"Every day there is a truce, there is no truce. We want a solution. We want to return to our homes," said a displaced man, Salama Abu al-Qumbuz. "We are tired of this life, sleeping in the street, transporting water. Our lives have become very boring."
The United Nations says over one million people in Gaza face desperate hunger and don't have enough clean drinking water.
Other residents of Deir al-Balah took a more cynical view of the back-and-forth truce talks.
"I expect the war to continue. There are no negotiations," said Abu Jamil al-Maqadma. "The negotiations are false."

    


Palestinian shot and severely wounded in Jerusalem's Old City during an argument with Israelis, including off-duty troops, authorities say
JERUSALEM -- A Palestinian man was shot and severely wounded when a group of Israelis opened fire during an argument with a group of men in Jerusalem's Old City on Wednesday, police and hospital officials said, the latest spasm of violence in the already tense district.
Four armed Israeli men -- an off-duty soldier, two off-duty reservists and a civilian -- got into an altercation with Palestinians that included throwing objects and physical violence, according to the police. Three other men were injured.
"Those involved fired shots, some of which are suspected to have hit at least one of those involved," the police report said. The man was taken to a hospital for medical treatment. Israeli media reported he was a shop owner in the Old City.
One of the soldiers who opened fire claimed he felt threatened during the episode, police said. The shooting is under investigation and because a soldier was involved, a report was sent to the army's criminal investigation unit. There was no indication this was a terrorist attack, police said.

    


Video posted on social media shows the wounded man bleeding on the ground in a narrow shop-lined street as people shouted at each other, including at least three armed Israelis. Police rush in and seek to separate the groups. Bystanders use pieces of cloth to stem the man's bleeding.
The shooting in Jerusalem, the emotional heart of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, took place as tensions are high over the war in Gaza. Last week, thousands of ultranationalist Israelis marched through the Old City in an annual procession, some chanting racist slogans. Police said they arrested 18 marchers "on suspicion of violent crimes, assault and threats and disorderly conduct."
Father of freed Israeli hostage recounts how fear and uncertainty has turned to relief
TEL AVIV, Israel -- Mikhail Kozlov worried his son would be unrecognizable from eight months in captivity since being abducted into Gaza during the Oct. 7 Hamas attack.
The 53-year-old father spoke to The Associated Press on Tuesday, days after his son Andrey, 27, was rescued with three other hostages by Israeli forces from central Gaza.
"We were very afraid that we would see someone else, but this is the same person, and he talks about everything with optimism. He communicates with us very willingly, laughs and jokes," said Kozlov.
For Israel, the most successful hostage rescue so far brought nationwide elation and removed some of the stain from the army's unprecedented collapse on Oct. 7, when Palestinian militants killed some 1,200 people and took approximately 250 others hostage.
For Palestinians, however, the rescue marked a day of horror. The operation sent hundreds of dead and wounded flooding into already beleaguered hospitals. Palestinian health officials say at least 274 Palestinians, including dozens of women and children, were killed in the operation.
While Kozlov says his son is smiling and looks physically well, Andrey told his parents there are things he'll never divulge about his time in captivity.
What he's described so far involved often harsh conditions, crammed into a small room with two of the other rescued hostages, at times with their hands and feet bound.
If they did anything wrong they were punished, such as being forced to lie under blankets in the heat for hours until they became dehydrated, said Kozlov. They could also speak only in whispers, not allowed to communicate with each other.
Since being rescued, his son is most preoccupied with the other hostages, especially since the guards told him his conditions were "very good" compared to the others, said Kozlov.
About 120 hostages remain in Gaza, with 43 pronounced dead. Those believed to still be alive include about 15 women, two children under age 5 and two men in their 80s.
Cease-fire negotiations have been at an impasse for months.
Kozlov said that even if a deal was reached, his son wouldn't have been among the first released, with women, the injured and elderly as priorities.
He was doubtful he'd ever see his child again.
"This is very emotional because we weren't counting on this outcome," he said.
Blinken says some of Hamas' proposed changes to a cease-fire plan in Gaza are workable and some not
DOHA, Qatar -- U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said Wednesday that mediators would keep trying to close an elusive cease-fire deal after Hamas proposed numerous changes to a U.S.-backed plan, some of which he said were "workable" and some not.
The back-and-forth laid bare frustration over the difficulty of reaching an accord that can bring an end to eight months of war that has decimated Gaza, killed tens of thousands of Palestinians and left scores of Israeli hostages still languishing in militant captivity. Previous moments of optimism have been repeatedly dashed by the differences between the two sides.
The cease-fire proposal has global support but has not been fully embraced by Israel or Hamas. Blinken did not spell out what changes Hamas was seeking but he said the mediators -- Qatar, Egypt and the U.S. -- will keep trying to "close this deal." He put the onus on Hamas, accusing it of changing its demands.
"Hamas has proposed numerous changes to the proposal that was on the table. ... Some of the changes are workable. Some are not," Blinken told reporters in Qatar. "I believe that they (the differences) are bridgeable, but that doesn't mean they will be bridged because ultimately Hamas has to decide."
The Palestinian militant group says the "amendments" aim to guarantee a permanent cease-fire and complete Israeli troop withdrawal from Gaza. 
Those provisions are included in the proposal announced by U.S. President Joe Biden, but Hamas has expressed wariness whether Israel will implement the terms. And although the U.S. says Israel has accepted the proposal, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has given conflicting statements, saying Israel is still intent on its goal of destroying Hamas. 
The proposal's three-phase plan would begin with a six-week cease-fire and the release of some hostages in exchange for Palestinian prisoners. Israeli forces would withdraw from populated areas and Palestinian civilians would be allowed to return to their homes. Aid distribution would also increase.
At the same time, negotiations would start over the second phase, which is to bring "a permanent end to hostilities" and "full withdrawal" of Israeli troops from Gaza in exchange for the release of all remaining hostages.
A major hitch for both sides appears to be the negotiations for the second phase. Phase three would see the launch of a reconstruction plan for Gaza and the return of remains of deceased hostages.
Over 200 rockets fired from Lebanon after Israel kills Hezbollah commander
BEIRUT -- Hundreds of rockets were fired from Lebanon toward northern Israel on Wednesday morning, hours after Israeli airstrikes killed four officials from the militant Hezbollah group including a senior military commander.
The Israeli military said that about 215 projectiles were detected. It said that some were intercepted, and that several fires were caused by the strikes.
Taleb Sami Abdullah, 55, who was known within Hezbollah as Hajj Abu Taleb, was the most senior commander killed since fighting began eight months ago. His death came amid rising escalation along the Lebanon-Israel border that has seen Hezbollah intensify its attacks on northern Israel while Israeli airstrikes have struck deep inside Lebanon.
Hezbollah's Al-Manar TV reported that rockets were being fired from south Lebanon into northern Israel. Sirens were sounded in northern Israel, according to Israeli media.
A Hezbollah official said Abdullah was the most senior commander to be killed in Lebanon since the latest round of violence along the Lebanon-Israel border began in October adding that he was the commander of the group's Nasr Unit that is charge of parts of south Lebanon close to the Israeli border.
The Israeli strike destroyed a house in Jwaya where Abdullah and three other officials were holding a meeting, about 10 kilometers (6 miles) from the border, late on Tuesday.
The Hezbollah official, who spoke on condition of anonymity in line with regulations, said Abdullah was more senior than a commander who was killed in January, Wissam al-Tawil.
Israeli airstrikes on Lebanon have killed over 400 people, most of them Hezbollah members, but the dead also include more than 70 civilians and non-combatants. On the Israeli side, 15 soldiers and 10 civilians have been killed since the war in Gaza began.
-- AP writer Bassem Mroue contributed. 
Lebanese militant group Hezbollah says a senior commander has been killed
BEIRUT -- Lebanese militant group Hezbollah announced early Wednesday the death of one of its commanders, identified as Taleb Sami Abdullah or "Hajj Abu Taleb."
The group did not give details on the location and circumstances of his death, but identified him as a "martyr on the road to Jerusalem," the term it uses for those killed in the current conflict with Israel. Hezbollah published a photo of Abdullah alongside Wissam al-Tawil, another senior commander killed in an Israeli strike in January.
The Israeli military did not immediately comment on Abdullah's death.
Cross-border fighting between Israel and Hezbollah has intensified in the past month, as Israel launched its offensive into the key southern Gaza city of Rafah. Hezbollah has also stepped up its attacks, striking deeper inside Israel and introduced new and more advanced weaponry.
Israeli drone strikes have killed hundreds of Hezbollah members since exchanges of fire began on Oct. 8, a day after the Israel-Hamas war began in Gaza.
Since then, more than 400 people have been killed in Lebanon, most of them Hezbollah members. The dead also include more than 70 civilians and non-combatants. On the Israeli side, at least 15 soldiers and 10 civilians have been killed.
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                                        BRINDISI, Italy (AP) -- President Joe Biden and President Volodymyr Zelenskyy will sign a bilateral security agreement between the U.S. and Ukraine on Thursday when they meet on the sidelines of the Group of Seven summit in Italy.
Negotiators for the group have also reached an agreement on how to provide Ukraine with up to $50 billion backed by frozen Russian assets.
The international group of wealthy democracies has been discussing ways of using the more than $260 billion in frozen Russian assets, most of which are outside the country, to help Ukraine fight Russian President Vladimir Putin's war machine.
European officials have resisted confiscating the assets, citing legal and financial stability concerns, but the plan would use the interest earned on the assets to help Ukraine's war effort. An official with the French presidency confirmed the agreement Wednesday, saying most of the money would be flowing to Ukraine in the form of a loan from the U.S. government backed by the proceeds of the frozen Russian assets in the European Union. Two other people familiar with the matter confirmed the arrangement.

    


Final technical negotiations were underway ahead of the summit to finalize the legal terms of the deal.




The announcement of the agreement comes as Biden landed in Italy with an urgency to get big things done. Thursday's security arrangement was aimed to send a signal to Russia of American resolve in supporting Kyiv, the White House said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

National security adviser Jake Sullivan said the security agreement would not commit U.S. troops directly to Ukraine's defense against Russia's invasion -- a red line drawn by Biden, who's fearful of being pulled into direct conflict between the nuclear-armed powers. 
"We want to demonstrate that the U.S. supports the people of Ukraine, that we stand with them and that we'll continue to help address their security needs," Sullivan said, adding "this agreement will show our resolve."

    


Sullivan said aboard Air Force One that the goal of the financing plan was to have a loan that would "pull forward the windfall profits from the seized assets" of Russia, giving Ukraine a "substantial source of funding" to meet its immediate needs.
The national security adviser said he had a specific sum of money in mind, but declined to say if that figure was $50 billion. He stressed the urgency of getting Ukraine financial resources as soon as possible and that multiple countries would back the agreement.
"It's to provide the necessary resources to Ukraine now for its economic energy and other needs, so that it's capable of having the resilience necessary to withstand Russia's continuing aggression," Sullivan said.
This year's meeting comes three years after Biden declared at his first such gathering that America was back as a global leader following the disruptions to Western alliances that occurred when Donald Trump was president. Now, there's a chance this gathering could be the final summit for Biden and other G7 leaders, depending on the results of elections this year. 

    


Biden and his counterparts from Canada, Britain, France, Germany, Italy and Japan will use the summit to discuss challenges related to artificial intelligence, migration, the Russian military's resurgence and China's economic might, among other topics. Pope Francis, Zelenskyy and Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan are joining the gathering at the Borgo Egnazia resort in the Puglia region of southern Italy.
The summit, which opened Thursday, will play out after far-right parties across the continent racked up gains of surprising scale in just-concluded European Union elections. Those victories -- coupled with upcoming elections in the United Kingdom, France and the United States -- have rattled the global political establishment and added weightiness to this year's summit.
"You hear this a lot when you talk to U.S. and European officials: If we can't get this done now, whether it's on China, whether it's on the assets, we may not have another chance," said Josh Lipsky, senior director of the Atlantic Council's GeoEconomics Center, an international affairs think tank. "We don't know what the world will look like three months, six months, nine months from now."

    


The G7 is an informal bloc of industrialized democracies that meets annually to discuss shared issues and concerns. This is Biden's second trip outside the U.S. in as many weeks; the Democratic president was in France last week for a state visit in Paris and ceremonies in Normandy marking the 80th anniversary of the D-Day landings in World War II. 
While last week's visit had a celebratory feel, this one will be dominated by pressing global issues, including how to keep financial support flowing to Ukraine as it fights Russia's invasion. Biden's trip comes days after his son Hunter was convicted on federal gun charges, a blow sure to weigh heavily on the president's mind. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Fresh off France trip, Biden heads back to Europe for G7 summit to talk Ukraine support, migration
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Jennifer King reports Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy will be at Thursday's G7 summit in Italy and meet with President Biden.

    


    


Despite pressing global challenges, White House national security spokesman John Kirby said there's still a sense of relief among world leaders in 2024 that "America was back," referencing Biden's 2021 speech at the G7 in England. 
"Biden's message then was that democracies need to step up and show they can deliver for their people," Kirby said. "That's true now more than ever."
Kirby said the U.S. was prepared to work with democratically elected officials in the EU no matter who they are, though some of those being elevated have expressed far less support for Ukraine than current leaders. 
"We have every confidence that regardless of who fills the seats in the European Parliament, we're going to continue to work closely with our EU partners on all the issues relative to our shared interests across the European continent," Kirby said. "That includes supporting Ukraine."
Biden and Zelenskyy, who met last week in Paris, are expected to hold a joint news conference while meeting at the G7 summit. Biden is also expected to meet with Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni, the pope and other leaders. 
Biden, who's been adamant "we will not walk away" from Ukraine, last week publicly apologized to Zelenskyy for a monthslong delay by Congress in authorizing additional American military assistance. The delay allowed Russia to make gains on the battlefield. 
Sullivan called the security agreement a "bridge" to when Ukraine is invited to join the NATO alliance -- a long-term priority of Zelenskyy's that the allies have said will first require an end to the Russia-Ukraine war and that Putin has steadfastly opposed.
Biden's back-to-back trips to France and Italy amount to a rare doubleheader of diplomacy in the midst of the presidential election. The president, however, will skip a Ukraine peace conference in Switzerland this weekend to jet to Los Angeles for a campaign fundraiser with big names from Hollywood. Vice President Kamala Harris will represent the U.S. at the conference.
Despite the delays in military aid, the Biden administration on Tuesday announced it would send Ukraine another Patriot missile system to help fend off Russian strikes, two U.S. officials told The Associated Press. 
Earlier Wednesday, the U.S. also announced fresh sanctions targeting Chinese companies that help Russia pursue its war in Ukraine, as well as Russia's financial infrastructure. Sullivan said, "These actions will ratchet up the risk that foreign financial institutions take by dealing with Russia's war economy."
Biden is also expected to discuss economic concerns brought on by Chinese manufacturing overcapacity, how to use artificial intelligence in a way that maximizes benefits but still manages national security risks, and global migration. 
The U.S. and other G7 nations are struggling to manage large influxes of migrants arriving for complicated reasons that include war, climate change and drought. Migration, and how nations cope with the growing numbers at their borders, has been a factor driving the far-right rise in some of Europe.
___
Superville reported from Bari, Italy. Miller and Madhani reported from Washington. Sylvie Corbet in Paris and Fatima Hussein and Josh Boak in Washington contributed.
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[image: Messengers stand for worship during a Southern Baptist Convention annual meeting Tuesday, June 11, 2024, in Indianapolis. (AP Photo/Doug McSchooler)]
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        Alarmed by embryo destruction, Southern Baptists urge caution on IVF by couples and government
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                                        INDIANAPOLIS (AP) -- Southern Baptist delegates expressed alarm Wednesday over the way in vitro fertilization is routinely being practiced, approving a resolution lamenting that the creation of surplus frozen embryos often results in "destruction of embryonic human life."
They urged members to carefully weigh the ethical implications of the technology while also expressing sympathy with couples "who experience the searing pain of infertility."
The resolution -- approved near the end of the Southern Baptist Convention's two-day annual meeting -- affirms that embryos are human beings from the moment of fertilization, whether in the womb or generated in the laboratory via IVF. That's the same position held by the Alabama Supreme Court in ruling that frozen embryos have the full rights of people.
In the wake of that decision, Alabama passed a law shielding IVF providers from prosecution and lawsuits -- reflecting that even in a state with strong anti-abortion sentiment, there is support for a technology used by many couples facing infertility. 

    


The resolution also urged couples to adopt surplus frozen embryos that would otherwise be destroyed.




Did the resolution condemn IVF or call for its banning?
Not in a blanket way. What it did was denounce the routine practice of creating multiple embryos, frozen for potential use but often with surplus embryos destroyed. It also denounced the use of embryos for experiments, as well as "dehumanizing methods for determining suitability for life and genetic sorting, based on notions of genetic fitness and parental preferences."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Kristen Ferguson, chair of the committee on resolutions, said after the vote that the resolution amounts to the SBC's first foray into a new ethnical frontier but rooted in their longstanding belief in "the sanctity of the human embryo."
IVF "is not respecting the sanctity of the human embryo ... in the way it is routinely practiced," she said. "Right now we're trying to open the conversation, remind Southern Baptists of our long-held beliefs of the sanctity of human life and allow them to begin to think through the ethical implications."

    


She anticipated there may be resolutions with "much stronger language" and more specific applications in the future, such as how these issues relate to the medical community, she said.
"But we are not speaking to that at this time, because Southern Baptists aren't ready to speak to that yet," she said. "They wanted to say an affirmation of the human embryo and that it has implications for IVF. "
What is IVF?
In vitro fertilization offers a possible solution when a woman has trouble getting pregnant. The procedure involves retrieving her eggs and combining them in a lab dish with a man's sperm to create a fertilized embryo, which is then transferred into the woman's uterus in an attempt to create a pregnancy.
IVF is done in cycles and may take more than one to create a successful pregnancy, according to The American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists. The procedure can use a couple's eggs and sperm or those from a donor.
Why is this an important issue for Southern Baptists?

Ever since the nation's largest Protestant body took a conservative turn in the 1980s, it has made opposing abortion a top priority. With the overturning of the Roe v. Wade decision that legalized abortion, new issues have reached the forefront, including IVF. 

    


This resolution makes clear that Southern Baptists' belief that life begins at conception extends to embryos generated via IVF. 
Do Southern Baptists and other conservative evangelicals have consensus on IVF?

No. On the convention floor, some delegates gave impassioned testimony to how IVF enabled couples to have long-sought children. Others said that despite that laudable goal, the practice is ethically unacceptable.
Some believe it's ethical to use IVF to create only the number of embryos intended for implantation.
Albert Mohler, a prominent SBC seminary president and conservative activist, made a hardline denunciation of IVF at a sideline event before the SBC meeting on Monday, calling IVF a "commodification of the embryo" that assaults human dignity. He also criticized it for enabling people to have children outside of heterosexual marriage.

    


Did the resolution call for a government ban on IVF?

No. It calls for government to "restrain actions inconsistent with the dignity of ... frozen embryonic human beings." But it doesn't prescribe specific measures.
"I think especially after the Alabama Supreme Court decision, there's been a rush at state level as well as federal level to protect IVF or to even expand IVF access, often with very little thought to some of the other realities at stake," said Jason Thacker, a Southern Baptist ethicist who advised the resolutions committee.
"We're not naive enough to say that we can just ban this technology, full stop," he said. "While that would be the goal, because that's consistent with dignity of the human embryo in many ways," he said he recognized that there are others who believe there are ethical ways to apply IVF technology.

    


What's essential, he said, is laws that respect embryos' human dignity.
___
 Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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Russian warships reach Cuban waters ahead of military exercises in the Caribbean

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A fleet of Russian warships reached Cuban waters on Wednesday ahead of planned military exercises in the Caribbean in what some see as a projection of strength as tensions grow over Western support for Ukraine. (AP Video shot by Ariel Fernandez and Osvaldo Angulo)
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            Russian warships arrive in Havana for military exercises in the Caribbean

        
        
            A fleet of Russian warships reached Cuban waters on Wednesday ahead of planned military exercises in the Caribbean in what some see as a projection of strength as tensions grow over Western support for Ukraine. (AP Video shot by Ariel Fernandez and Osvaldo Angulo)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Russian warships arrive in Havana for military exercises in the Caribbean
A fleet of Russian warships reached Cuban waters on Wednesday ahead of planned military exercises in the Caribbean in what some see as a projection of strength as tensions grow over Western support for Ukraine. (AP Video shot by Ariel Fernandez and Osvaldo Angulo)
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            Russian warships approach Cuba ahead of military exercises in the Caribbean

        
        
            Russian warships sailed into the Cuban port of Havana on Wednesday ahead of military exercises in the Caribbean that some see as a projection of strength amid growing tensions over Western support for Ukraine. (AP Video shot by Milexsy Duran)
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Russian warships sailed into the Cuban port of Havana on Wednesday ahead of military exercises in the Caribbean that some see as a projection of strength amid growing tensions over Western support for Ukraine. (AP Video shot by Milexsy Duran)
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    [image: People watch the Russian Navy Admiral Gorshkov frigate arrive at the port of Havana, Cuba, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. A fleet of Russian warships reached Cuban waters on Wednesday ahead of planned military exercises in the Caribbean. (AP Photo/Ariel Ley)]
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[image: People wearing Russian flags watch the Russian Kazan nuclear-powered submarine arrive at the port of Havana, Cuba, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. A fleet of Russian warships arrived in Cuban waters Wednesday ahead of planned military exercises in the Caribbean. (AP Photo/Ariel Ley)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 9 | People wearing Russian flags watch the Russian Kazan nuclear-powered submarine arrive at the port of Havana, Cuba, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. A fleet of Russian warships arrived in Cuban waters Wednesday ahead of planned military exercises in the Caribbean. (AP Photo/Ariel Ley)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 9
People wearing Russian flags watch the Russian Kazan nuclear-powered submarine arrive at the port of Havana, Cuba, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. A fleet of Russian warships arrived in Cuban waters Wednesday ahead of planned military exercises in the Caribbean. (AP Photo/Ariel Ley)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Russia's Kazan nuclear-powered submarine arrives at the port of Havana, Cuba, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. A fleet of Russian warships reached Cuban waters on Wednesday ahead of planned military exercises in the Caribbean. (AP Photo/Ariel Ley)]
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[image: Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, right, and his Cuban counterpart Bruno Eduardo Rodriguez Parrilla shake hands after a joint news conference following their talks in Moscow, Russia, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (Natalia Kolesnikova/Pool Photo via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 9 | Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, right, and his Cuban counterpart Bruno Eduardo Rodriguez Parrilla shake hands after a joint news conference following their talks in Moscow, Russia, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (Natalia Kolesnikova/Pool Photo via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 9
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, right, and his Cuban counterpart Bruno Eduardo Rodriguez Parrilla shake hands after a joint news conference following their talks in Moscow, Russia, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (Natalia Kolesnikova/Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov speaks to the media during a joint news conference with Cuban Foreign Minister Bruno Eduardo Rodriguez Parrilla following their talks in Moscow, Russia, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (Natalia Kolesnikova/Pool Photo via AP)]
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Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov speaks to the media during a joint news conference with Cuban Foreign Minister Bruno Eduardo Rodriguez Parrilla following their talks in Moscow, Russia, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (Natalia Kolesnikova/Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: Cuban Foreign Minister Bruno Eduardo Rodriguez Parrilla speaks at a joint news with Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov following their talks in Moscow, Russia, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (Natalia Kolesnikova/Pool Photo via AP)]
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Cuban Foreign Minister Bruno Eduardo Rodriguez Parrilla speaks at a joint news with Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov following their talks in Moscow, Russia, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (Natalia Kolesnikova/Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: Russia's Kazan nuclear-powered submarine arrives at the port of Havana, Cuba, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. A fleet of Russian warships reached Cuban waters on Wednesday ahead of planned military exercises in the Caribbean. (AP Photo/Ariel Ley)]
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[image: The Russian Navy Admiral Gorshkov frigate arrives at the port of Havana, Cuba, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. A fleet of Russian warships reached Cuban waters on Wednesday ahead of planned military exercises in the Caribbean. (AP Photo/Ariel Ley)]
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The Russian Navy Admiral Gorshkov frigate arrives at the port of Havana, Cuba, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. A fleet of Russian warships reached Cuban waters on Wednesday ahead of planned military exercises in the Caribbean. (AP Photo/Ariel Ley)
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[image: People watch the nuclear-powered submarine Kazan arrive at the port of Havana, Cuba, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. A fleet of Russian warships arrived in Cuban waters Wednesday ahead of planned military exercises in the Caribbean. (AP Photo/Ariel Ley)]
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People watch the nuclear-powered submarine Kazan arrive at the port of Havana, Cuba, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. A fleet of Russian warships arrived in Cuban waters Wednesday ahead of planned military exercises in the Caribbean. (AP Photo/Ariel Ley)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      


            

        
    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            REGINA GARCIA CANO, GISELA SALOMON and ANDREA RODRIGUEZ

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        HAVANA (AP) -- A fleet of Russian warships reached Cuban waters on Wednesday ahead of planned military exercises in the Caribbean that some see as a projection of strength as tensions grow over Western support for Ukraine.
The fleet, made up of a frigate, a nuclear-powered submarine, an oil tanker and a rescue tug, crossed into Havana Bay after drills in the Atlantic Ocean. The flagship frigate, adorned with the Russian and Cuban flags, was greeted by a 21-cannon salute. 
Russian sailors aboard the frigate stood in military formation as they approached the island. Some Cuban residents stopped to take pictures of the arriving ships.
U.S. officials expect the Russian ships to remain in the region through the summer and possibly also stop in Venezuela.
Russia is a longtime ally of Venezuela and Cuba, and its warships and aircraft have periodically made forays into the Caribbean. But this mission comes less than two weeks after President Joe Biden authorized Ukraine to use U.S.-provided weapons to strike inside Russia to protect Kharkiv, Ukraine's second-largest city, prompting President Vladimir Putin to suggest his military could respond with "asymmetrical steps" elsewhere in the world. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Russian warships reach Cuban waters ahead of military exercises in the Caribbean
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Charles de Ledesma reports on Russian naval exercises in the Caribbean Sea.

    


    


"Most of all, the warships are a reminder to Washington that it is unpleasant when an adversary meddles in your near abroad," said Benjamin Gedan, director of the Latin America Program at the Washington-based Wilson Center think tank, referring to the Western involvement in Russia's war in Ukraine. 




"It also reminds Russia's friends in the region, including U.S. antagonists Cuba and Venezuela, that Moscow is on their side," he said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Although the fleet includes a nuclear-powered submarine, a senior U.S. administration official told The Associated Press that the intelligence community has determined no vessel is carrying nuclear weapons. The official, who spoke on condition of anonymity to provide details that had not been announced publicly, said Russia's deployments "pose no direct threat to the United States."

    


Russian ships have occasionally docked in Havana since 2008, when a group of Russian vessels entered Cuban waters in what state media described as the first such visit in almost two decades. In 2015, a reconnaissance and communications ship arrived unannounced in Havana a day before the start of discussions between U.S. and Cuban officials on the reopening of diplomatic relations.
A State Department spokesperson told the AP that Russia's port calls in Cuba are "routine naval visits," while acknowledging its military exercises "have ratcheted up because of U.S. support to Ukraine and exercise activity in support of our NATO allies."
On Wednesday, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov hosted his Cuban counterpart, Bruno Rodriguez, for talks in Moscow. Speaking to reporters after the talks, Lavrov thanked the Cuban authorities for their position on Ukraine.
"From the very beginning, Havana gave an assessment of what was happening outlining the absolutely correct, true reasons for what was unfolding (in Ukraine), and what was being prepared by the West for many years," Lavrov said.

    


Russian military and defense doctrine holds Latin America and the Caribbean in an important position, with the sphere seen as under U.S. influence acting as a counterweight to Washington's activities in Europe, said Ryan Berg, director of the Americas Program at the Washington-based Center for Strategic and International Studies.
"While this is likely little more than provocation from Moscow, it sends a message about Russia's ability to project power into the Western Hemisphere with the help of its allies, and it will certainly keep the U.S. military on high alert while they are in theater," Berg said.
The timing of this year's mission may serve Russia's purposes, but it is also raising questions of whether Venezuela's government may use it as an opportunity to shore up President Nicolas Maduro's bid for a third term in the July 28 election.
Venezuela's chief opposition coalition is threatening the ruling party's decadeslong grip on power, and engineering a crisis built on simmering tensions with Guyana is among the scenarios that analysts believe Maduro's government could use to delay or cancel the vote. 

    


"It is almost unthinkable that Maduro will risk actually losing power," said Evan Ellis, Latin America research professor with the U.S. Army War College.
"The most obvious alternative, consistent with Venezuelan military's recent moves ... is to fabricate an international crisis that would provide an excuse for 'postponing' Venezuela's election," he continued. "The presence of Russian warships in the vicinity would greatly add to the escalation risk of any such crisis that Maduro would fabricate, which is possibly the point."
Venezuelan voters approved a referendum in December to claim sovereignty over the Essequibo territory, which accounts for two-thirds of Guyana and lies near big offshore oil deposits. Venezuela argues it was stolen when the border was drawn more than a century ago.

    


Guyana is awaiting a decision regarding Venezuela's claim from the International Court of Justice, but Maduro's government does not recognize its authority. The two countries squared off there on Tuesday, with Guyana strenuously objecting to a request from Venezuela for 12 more months to submit additional pleadings.
The U.S. supports Guyana in the ongoing dispute and assisted it with surveillance flights late last year when Venezuela had threatened to invade the country. Guyana's government last month gave permission for the U.S. military to fly two powerful F/A-18F Super Hornet jets over its capital in a demonstration of close cooperation.
Guyana's Vice President Bharrat Jagdeo on June 6 acknowledged that the Russian fleet does not represent "a direct threat." 
"Nevertheless, we're vigilant, and we're keeping this issue firmly in our policy radar," Jagdeo said in a press conference.
___
Garcia Cano reported from Caracas, Venezuela. Salomon reported from Miami. Associated Press writers Bert Wilkinson in Georgetown, Guyana, and Joshua Goodman in Miami contributed to this report.
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Federal Reserve sees some progress on inflation but envisions just one rate cut this year

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Federal Reserve officials say that inflation has fallen further toward their target level in recent months but signaled that they expect to cut their benchmark interest rate just once this year.
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Federal Reserve officials said Wednesday that inflation has fallen further toward their target level in recent months but signaled that they expect to cut their benchmark interest rate just once this year.

The policymakers' forecast for one rate cut was down from their previous projection of three cuts, because inflation, despite having cooled in the past two months, remains persistently above their target level.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    


The scaled-back estimate for rate cuts came as something of a surprise, given that the government reported earlier Wednesday that consumer inflation eased in May more than most economists had expected. That report suggested that the Fed's high-rate polices are succeeding in taming inflation.

Financial markets took encouragement, though, from the policy statement the Fed issued after its latest meeting ended, which underscored that it sees progress in its fight against high inflation. Broad stock indexes rose sharply, and bond yields fell in response.

    



The policymakers, as expected, kept their key rate unchanged Wednesday at roughly 5.3%. The benchmark rate has remained at that level since July of last year, after the Fed raised it 11 times to try to slow borrowing and spending and cool inflation.

Whenever the Fed does begin to reduce its benchmark rate, now at a 23-year high, it would eventually lighten loan costs for consumers, who have faced punishingly high rates for mortgages, auto loans, credit cards and other forms of borrowing.

    
        
    

The central bank's rate policies over the next several months could also have consequences for the presidential race. Though the unemployment rate is a low 4%, hiring is robust and consumers continue to spend, voters have taken a generally sour view of the economy under President Joe Biden. In large part, that's because prices remain much higher than they were before the pandemic struck. High borrowing rates have imposed a further financial burden.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    


    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


Speaking at a news conference after the Fed meeting ended, Chair Jerome Powell seemed to downplay the significance of the policymakers' collective forecast of just one rate cut in 2024. That forecast is derived from the individual predictions of 19 policymakers, and Powell noted that 15 of the officials projected either one or two rate cuts this year.

"I would look at all of them as plausible," he said. 

    



"No one," the Fed chair added, "brings to this a really strong commitment to a particular rate path. It's just what they think in a given moment in time." 

Economists say two rate cuts, with the first one coming as early as September, are still possible despite the central bank's prediction of just one.

"I don't think September's off the table," said Matthew Luzzetti, chief U.S. economist at Deutsche Bank. "To get there, you'd have to have a string of inflation reports like the one we got this morning."

At his news conference, though, Powell cautioned, "We'll need to see more good data to bolster our confidence that inflation is moving sustainably toward 2%."

    



He also underscored that with the economy still overall healthy, Fed officials feel little urgency to cut rates. 

"What we've been getting is good progress on inflation, with growth at a good level and with a strong labor market," the Fed chair said. "Ultimately, we think rates will have to come down to continue to support that. But so far they haven't had to."

Uncertainty over when borrowing rates might come down is keeping some consumers on edge, especially those seeking to buy a home who face painfully high mortgage rates, now averaging around 7%.

    



David Goines, who owns a four-bedroom, two-bath mobile home in Lexington, Oklahoma, began looking for a new house last year but was put off by the elevated mortgage rates.

"Once we calculated what our payments would be for the house that we were looking at, it was just unfeasible," he said.

    



Goines, a 36-year-old information technology director, has been holding out hope that rates would ease this year. He's still waiting.

"We're pretty pessimistic of the rates even getting down to 5% in the next 12 months," he said. "Right now, we're just pretty much stuck."

On Wednesday morning, the government reported that inflation eased in May for a second straight month, a hopeful sign that an acceleration of prices that occurred early this year may have passed. Consumer prices excluding volatile food and energy costs -- the closely watched "core" index -- rose just 0.2% from April, the smallest rise since October. Measured from a year earlier, core prices climbed 3.4%, the mildest pace in three years.

"We welcome today's (inflation) reading and hope for more like that," Powell said.

Inflation has tumbled from a peak of 9.1% two years ago. The policymakers now face the delicate task of keeping rates high enough to slow spending and fully defeat high inflation without derailing the economy.

Measures of inflation had cooled steadily in the second half of last year, raising hopes that the Fed could achieve a rare "soft landing," whereby it would manage to conquer inflation through rate hikes without causing a recession. But inflation came in unexpectedly high in the first three months of this year, delaying hoped-for Fed rate cuts and potentially imperiling a soft landing. 

As part of the updated quarterly forecasts the policymakers issued Wednesday, they projected that the economy will grow 2.1% this year and 2% in 2025, the same as they had envisioned in March. They expect core inflation to be 2.8% by year's end, according to their preferred gauge, up from a previous forecast of 2.6%. And they project that unemployment will stay at its current 4% rate by the end of this year and edge up to 4.2% by the end of 2025.

The expectation that the unemployment rate will remain around those low levels indicates that the officials believe that while the job market will gradually slow, it will remain fundamentally healthy.

"By so many measures," Powell said, "the labor market was kind of overheated two years ago, and we've seen it move back into much better balance between supply and demand."

___

AP Business Writer Alex Veiga contributed to this report from Los Angeles.
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More than 1.5 million foreign pilgrims arrive in Mecca for annual Hajj pilgrimage

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Muslim pilgrims have been streaming into Saudi Arabia's holy city of Mecca for the Hajj, as the annual pilgrimage returns to its monumental scale. Saudi officials say more than 1.5 million foreign pilgrims have arrived in Mecca so far. More are expected, and hundreds of thousands of Saudis and others living in Saudi Arabia will also join them when the pilgrimage officially begins on Friday. (AP video by Bassam Hatoum, Baraa Anwar and Rafiq Maqbool).
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    [image: Muslim pilgrims circumambulate the Kaaba, the cubic building at the Grand Mosque, during the annual Hajj pilgrimage in Mecca, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, June 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)]
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[image: Muslim pilgrims offer prayers at the Grand Mosque, during the annual Hajj pilgrimage in Mecca, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, June 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)]
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[image: Pilgrim buses line up during the annual Hajj pilgrimage in Mecca, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, June 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)]
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                                        MECCA, Saudi Arabia (AP) -- Muslim pilgrims have been streaming into Saudi Arabia's holy city of Mecca ahead of the start of the Hajj later this week, as the annual pilgrimage returns to its monumental scale.
Saudi officials say more than 1.5 million foreign pilgrims have arrived in the country by Tuesday, the vast majority by air, from across the world. More are expected, and hundreds of thousands of Saudis and others living in Saudi Arabia will also join them when the pilgrimage officially begins on Friday.
Saudi officials have said they expect the number of pilgrims this year to exceed those in 2023, when more than 1.8 million people performed Hajj, approaching pre-pandemic levels. In 2019, more than 2.4 million Muslims made the pilgrimage. Saudi authorities control the flow of pilgrims through quotas, allowing each country one pilgrim for every thousand Muslim citizens.

    


The pilgrims included 4,200 Palestinians from the occupied West Bank who arrived in Mecca earlier this month, according to the Palestinian Ministry of Awqaf and Religious Affairs. Palestinians in the Gaza Strip were not able to travel to Saudi Arabia for Hajj this year, because of the 8-month war between Israel and Hamas.




"We are praying for Palestine to be free and (for Palestinians) to liberate their land and to be like other nations, to live in peace and not always to have war," said Ibrahim al-Hadhari, an Algerian pilgrim, as he was standing in the Grand Mosque court waiting for evening prayers.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

On Tuesday, pilgrims thronged the Grand Mosque in Mecca, performing a ritual circuit walking seven times around the Kaaba, the cube-shaped structure inside the mosque that is considered Islam's holiest site. They wore ihrams, two unstitched sheets of white cloth that resemble a shroud.
Many were seen sweating heavily from the burning sun, Others were carrying umbrellas against the sun as temperatures reached 42 degrees Celsius (107 Fahrenheit) and 45 degree Celsius (113 Fahrenheit) during the day on Tuesday and Wednesday respectively. 

    


"I was relieved when I arrived at the Al-Masjid Al-Haram and saw the Kaaba," said Rabeia al-Raghi, a Moroccan woman who came to Mecca for Hajj along with her husband and their daughter. "I am very happy."

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: More than 1.5 million foreign pilgrims arrive in Mecca for annual Hajj pilgrimage
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Charles de Ledesma reports vast numbers of pilgrims are streaming into Mecca.

    

Mohammad Abdel-Baset, an Iraqi pilgrim, said he was overjoyed to perform Hajj.
"We congratulate the great crowd and thank God for gathering us from all regions, globally and not from the Arab world only, from all the global Muslim regions (who) came to the Grand Mosque," said Abdel-Baset, a lawyer from Baghdad.
At night, the vast marble court around the Kaaba was packed with the faithful, walking nearly shoulder to shoulder and often jostling with barricades set up by security forces to direct the giant flows of people in and around the Grand Mosque.
Shopping in Mecca flourishes during Hajj. Pilgrims were seen shopping from malls and stores in the city's centerpiece, the monumental Makkah Royal Clock Tower which faces the Grand Mosque's main entrance. Makkah is an alternative spelling of the city's name.

    


"Trade movement is always excellent during Hajj," said Bander Mohammed al-Juwayri, who owns a watch store a few meters from the Grand Mosque. "Hajj season strongly helps the economy."
Pilgrims do the circumambulation, known as "Tawaf" in Arabic, upon arriving in Mecca. The large crowds circling the Kaaba will last into the Hajj's first day.
On Friday, pilgrims will move to Mina, before heading the following day to the Mountain of Arafat for a daylong vigil. They will then head to Muzdalifah, a rocky plain area a few miles away. In Muzdalifa, pilgrims collect pebbles to be used in the symbolic stoning of pillars representing the devil back in Mina.
One of the world's largest religious gatherings, the Hajj is one of the Five Pillars of Islam. All Muslims are required to undertake it at least once in their lives if they are physically and financially able to do so.
Those in the Hajj view the pilgrimage as an opportunity to strengthen their faith, wipe out old sins and start new.

    


___
Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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Senators blast health and law enforcement officials over illegal e-cigarettes used by teens
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    [image: Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman Dick Durbin, D-Ill., speaks during a hearing on combating the rise of illegal electronic cigarettes, on Capitol Hill, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Washington. ( AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 13 | Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman Dick Durbin, D-Ill., speaks during a hearing on combating the rise of illegal electronic cigarettes, on Capitol Hill, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Washington. ( AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman Dick Durbin, D-Ill., speaks during a hearing on combating the rise of illegal electronic cigarettes, on Capitol Hill, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Washington. ( AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 13 | Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman Dick Durbin, D-Ill., speaks during a hearing on combating the rise of illegal electronic cigarettes, on Capitol Hill, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Washington. ( AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Director of the Food and Drug Administration's Center for Tobacco Products, Brian King testifies before the Senate Judiciary Committee during a hearing on combating the rise of illegal electronic cigarettes, on Capitol Hill, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Washington. ( AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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[image: Josie Shapiro, a student at Lincoln High School, testifies before the Senate Judiciary Committee during a hearing on combating the rise of illegal electronic cigarettes, on Capitol Hill, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Washington. ( AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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[image: Sen. John Cornyn, R-Texas, speaks during a hearing on combating the rise of illegal electronic cigarettes, on Capitol Hill, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Washington. ( AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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[image: Sen. Thom Tillis, R-N.C., speaks during a hearing on combating the rise of illegal electronic cigarettes, on Capitol Hill, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Washington. ( AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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[image: FILE - Varieties of disposable flavored electronic cigarette devices manufactured by EB Design, formerly known as Elf Bar, are displayed at a store in Pinecrest, Fla., June 26, 2023. Health and law enforcement officials are set to face congressional questioning over the rise of illegal electronic cigarettes in the U.S., a multibillion-dollar business that has flourished amid haphazard enforcement by regulators. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell, File)]
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[image: Director of the Food and Drug Administration's Center for Tobacco Products, Brian King testifies before the Senate Judiciary Committee during a hearing on combating the rise of illegal electronic cigarettes, on Capitol Hill, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Washington. ( AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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[image: Josie Shapiro, a student at Lincoln High School, testifies before the Senate Judiciary Committee during a hearing on combating the rise of illegal electronic cigarettes, on Capitol Hill, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Washington. ( AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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[image: Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman Sen. Dick Durbin, D-Ill., poses for a photograph with a group of students against vaping after a hearing on combating the rise of illegal electronic cigarettes, on Capitol Hill, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Washington.( AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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[image: FILE - Varieties of disposable flavored electronic cigarette devices manufactured by EB Design, formerly known as Elf Bar, are displayed at a store in Pinecrest, Fla., June 26, 2023. Health and law enforcement officials are set to face congressional questioning over the rise of illegal electronic cigarettes in the U.S., a multibillion-dollar business that has flourished amid haphazard enforcement by regulators. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Senators on Wednesday blasted top health and law enforcement officials for not doing more to combat the rise of illegal electronic cigarettes in the U.S., a multibillion-dollar business that has flourished amid haphazard enforcement.
Democrats and Republicans on the Senate Judiciary Committee expressed frustration and exasperation while questioning officials from the Food and Drug Administration and Justice Department about attempts to stay on top of the vaping industry, which has grown to include thousands of flavored, unauthorized e-cigarettes originating in China.
Those products, including brands like Elf Bar, have become the most popular choice among American teens who vape.
"I simply do not understand how FDA and DOJ have permitted thousands of products to remain on store shelves when their manufacturers have not received authorization, or, in some cases, even filed an application," said the committee's chairman, Dick Durbin.

    


The Illinois Democrat displayed a photo of a shelf stocked with brightly colored e-cigarettes, including ones in dragon fruit and watermelon bubblegum flavors, which he said a Senate staffer took at a vape shop near the FDA's Maryland campus.




"These illegal products, clearly designed for children by their flavors, are being sold in the shadow of FDA's building," Durbin said. "How is that allowed to happen?"
FDA's tobacco chief, Brian King, said the agency has been slowed by a backlog of applications submitted by vape companies seeking U.S. approval, which regulators are legally required to review.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The sheer volume of this product landscape requires that we take the time to conduct scientifically and legally defensible reviews of the 27 million applications," King said.
The FDA has OK'd a handful of e-cigarettes as alternatives for adult smokers. All other products on the market, including major sellers like Juul, are pending review or considered illegal by regulators.

    


An industry lobbyist told the committee that the FDA has created an untenable marketplace by rejecting more than 99% of applications submitted by companies.
Lawmakers also heard from a high school senior who said she became addicted to nicotine after trying a "blueberry ice" vape in ninth grade.
"I thought I was just enjoying the flavors but soon my 14-year-old brain craved the nicotine more and more," said Josie Shapiro of Seattle. "I've tried to quit vaping over and over again, but it's really, really hard."
The FDA and DOJ have legally barred about a half-dozen vaping companies for selling products that can appeal to youngsters, but many more manufacturers continue launching new products, primarily disposable vapes that can't be refilled and are thrown in the trash.
Deputy Assistant Attorney General Arun Rao told senators that regulators at the Justice Department and other agencies have signaled that the vaping issue "is a priority across the executive branch."
"I'm against signals," Durbin said. "Do something!"
On Monday, the FDA and DOJ announced a new government task force, which will include the U.S. Postal Service and other agencies, to try and tackle the problem. That step was recommended in 2022 by an outside panel that reviewed longstanding complaints about the FDA's tobacco program.

    


Republican Senator Thom Tillis called the timing of the announcement "a political stunt," and criticized the absence of other federal agencies from the initiative, including Customs and Border Protection.
"If the timing of the task force formation wasn't evidence of how unserious the FDA is about tackling the flood of illicit e-cigarettes, FDA's exclusion of CBP from the task force makes it crystal clear," said Tillis, who represents North Carolina, the nation's leading tobacco producer. He urged officials to concentrate enforcement on Chinese brands, rather than large domestic manufacturers like Reynolds American.
The FDA can conduct investigations and recommend cases, but only the Justice Department can bring lawsuits. Federal prosecutors may decline to pursue cases for any number of reasons, including competing priorities, weaknesses in the case or the potential repercussions of losing in court.

    


Using its own authorities, the FDA has sent hundreds of warning letters to vape shops and e-cigarette manufacturers in recent years. But the letters have done little to dissuade companies from flouting FDA rules and introducing new vapes.
Industry analysts estimate disposable vapes make up 30% to 40% of the roughly $7 billion-dollar vaping market. The two best-selling disposables -- Breeze and Elf Bar -- generated more than $500 million in sales last year, according to Nielsen retail sales data analyzed by Goldman Sachs.
Both brands have been sanctioned by FDA regulators but remain widely available, in some cases with new names, logos and flavors. More than half of the 2.8 million U.S. teens and adolescents who vaped last year said they used Elf Bar.

    


King noted that products like Elf Bar cannot legally be sold in China because the government there has banned non-tobacco flavored e-cigarettes.
"You can't sell them in China but you can sell them in the United States?" Sen. John Cornyn of Texas responded. The Republican vowed to introduce legislation addressing what he called "an outrageous and unacceptable status quo." 
Overall, teen vaping has fallen 60% since its all-time high in 2019, following the COVID-19 pandemic and new age restrictions and flavor bans on e-cigarettes and other tobacco products.
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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After years of delays, scaled-back plans underway for memorial to Florida nightclub massacre

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Brandon Wolf, a survivor of the Pulse nightclub shooting and activist, looks at the photos that are a part of the Pulse memorial in Orlando, Fla., on Sept. 9, 2022. Survivors, victims' families and residents of Orlando, had hoped by this time to have a permanent memorial in place for the eighth anniversary on Wednesday, June 12, 2024, of the Pulse nightclub massacre when 49 people were killed by a gunman at a club with an LGBTQ+ clientele on Latin night. (AP Photo/Cody Jackson, File)]
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                                        ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) -- Survivors and the families of victims of the Pulse nightclub massacre had hoped by now to have a permanent memorial in place for Wednesday's eighth anniversary of the attack by a lone gunman who killed 49 people at the gay-friendly club in Orlando, Florida.
Instead, new, scaled-back plans are only now getting off the ground following a botched effort to build a multimillion-dollar memorial and museum by a private foundation that disbanded last year.
The city of Orlando purchased the nightclub property last year for $2 million, and it has since outlined more modest plans for a memorial. The original idea for a museum has been jettisoned and, last week, city leaders formed an advisory board to help determine what the memorial will look like. 
"We're very much hoping to find a number of family members to be a part of this committee, as well as survivors," said Larry Schooler, a facilitator tasked with guiding the memorial effort. City officials said the goal is to have the memorial completed by 2028 at the site near downtown Orlando.

    


Until last year, efforts to build a memorial had been moving ahead in fits and starts ever since the massacre.




On June 12, 2016, Omar Mateen opened fire during a Latin night celebration, leaving 49 dead and 53 wounded. At the time, it was the worst mass shooting in modern U.S. history. But it was surpassed the following year when 58 people were killed and more than 850 were injured among a crowd of 22,000 at a country music festival in Las Vegas. Mateen, who had pledged allegiance to the Islamic State group, was killed after a three-hour standoff with police.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

An annual run was held last weekend to remember the Pulse victims. On Wednesday, planned events to commemorate the anniversary included an annual bell ringing at a downtown church, a blood drive and a remembrance ceremony at a downtown performing arts venue.

    


"Now eight years since the Pulse tragedy, our community recognizes that each of the 49 victims were individuals, with their own lives and dreams," Orlando Mayor Buddy Dyer tweeted Wednesday. "Orlando will never forget them and will continue to make sure we respond to what happened on June 12, 2016, with love and kindness."
In neighboring Osceola County, located south of Orlando, county commissioners on Wednesday unveiled plans for the county's own rainbow-colored sculpture dedicated to remembering the Pulse victims, many of whom lived in the community. The sculpture will be located in a public lakefront park.
"I was asked by several of the victims' families to have a special place here in Osceola County that they can go and pay respects to their loved ones that were lost in the Pulse tragedy," said Cheryl Grieb, chair of the Osceola County Commission.
Barbara and Rosario Poma and businessman Michael Panaggio had previously owned the Pulse property, and Barbara Poma was the executive director of the onePulse Foundation -- the nonprofit that had been leading efforts to build a memorial and museum. Barbara Poma stepped down as executive director in 2022 and then left the organization entirely last year amid conflict-of-interest criticism over her stated desire to sell instead of donate the Pulse property.

    


The original project unveiled in 2019 by the onePulse Foundation originally called for a museum and permanent memorial costing $45 million. However, that estimated price tag eventually soared to $100 million.
The scope of the project ended up stretching far beyond the fundraising abilities of the nonprofit, according to an investigation by the Orlando Sentinel.
Deborah Bowie, who took the helm of the foundation in 2022, told the Sentinel that what she found when she arrived was a "house of cards waiting to crash down."
"There's a big disconnect between what the board thought was going on and what I saw boots on the ground when I got here," Bowie said. "The budgets that I saw, I couldn't find the financial justification for."
Meanwhile, Pulse survivors and others have been waiting eight years for a permanent memorial.
"All of us are entitled to closure, and that's never going to happen until this memorial is built," Brett Rigas told the Sentinel.
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Inflation in the United States eased in May for a second straight month, a hopeful sign that an acceleration of prices that occurred early this year may have passed. The trend, if it holds, could move the Federal Reserve closer to cutting its benchmark interest rate from its 23-year peak. 
Consumer prices excluding volatile food and energy costs -- the closely watched "core" index -- rose 0.2% from April to May, the government said Wednesday. That was down from 0.3% the previous month and was the smallest increase since October. Measured from a year earlier, core prices climbed 3.4%, below last month's 3.6% rise, and the mildest such increase in three years.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

Fed officials, who will end their latest policy meeting later Wednesday, are scrutinizing each month's inflation data to assess their progress in their fight against rising prices. Even as overall inflation moderates, such necessities as groceries, rent and health care are much pricier than they were three years ago -- a continuing source of public discontent and a political threat to President Joe Biden's re-election bid.

    


Most other measures suggest that the economy is healthy: Unemployment remains low, hiring is robust and consumers are traveling, eating out and spending on entertainment. 




And Wednesday's report indicated that consumers are beginning to get some relief from the price spikes of the past three years. Grocery costs were unchanged, on average, from April to May, after actually falling 0.2% the previous month. Food prices have risen just 1% over the past 12 months, though they're still up about 20% from three years ago. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Average gas prices tumbled 3.6% nationally just from April to May, though they're 2.2% higher than they were a year earlier. Those declines have continued, with gas averaging $3.45 a gallon Wednesday, down 17 cents from a month ago. Americans didn't drive as much over the Memorial Day weekend as they have in previous years, reducing demand, and oil prices have fallen.

    


Overall inflation also slowed last month, with consumer prices unchanged from April to May. Measured from a year earlier, prices rose 3.3%, less than the 3.6% increase a month earlier. 
"It's certainly welcome news," said Tom Porcelli, chief U.S. economist at PGIM Fixed Income. "It drives home that the inflation challenge in the United States is not as challenging as monetary policy makers believe."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

Later Wednesday, the Fed's policymakers are expected to reduce their forecast for interest rate cuts by year's end to two, down from three in their previous forecast in March. Before Wednesday's mild inflation figures were released, many economists worried that the Fed would predict just one rate cut this year. But most analysts said the inflation slowdown, if it continues, makes two cuts more likely, probably starting in September. 
"We think this starts the clock on a potential September rate cut, but the Fed will need to see much more sustained progress in the months ahead to deliver that cut," Krishna Guha, an analyst at Evercore ISI, said in a note to clients.

    


In early May, Chair Jerome Powell said the central bank needed more confidence that inflation was returning to its 2% target before it would reduce its benchmark rate. Fed officials said in recent weeks that they needed to see several consecutive months of lower inflation to gain that confidence.
Small-business people are less likely to say the costs of their parts and raw materials are rising than they were a year ago, according to surveys, suggesting that they're facing less pressure to pass on higher expenses. 
One such businessperson is Amber Carfield, director of design at Kitchens by Good Guys, a home renovation firm near Phoenix. Carfield said the costs of cabinets, shower glass and countertops remain far higher than they were a few years ago. But price increases have eased this year, she said, particularly from two years ago, when suppliers might raise the prices of kitchen cabinets three times in a year. Before the pandemic, prices typically changed only once a year, at most. 

    


"It's a little more manageable," Carfield said. "The bleeding has stopped." 
 Plumbing and electrical fixtures have started to actually fall in price, she added.
"The market is really flooded with lots and lots of options," when it comes to fixtures, she said. "They are forced to be a little more competitive."
Wednesday's inflation report showed that the prices of airfares, furniture and clothing all fell in May, helping keep inflation in check. And the cost of auto insurance, which has soared in recent months, actually dipped from April to May, though it's still up more than 20% from a year earlier. 
"Prices are still too high, but today's report shows welcome progress on lowering inflation, which ... is down nearly two-thirds from its peak," Biden said Wednesday. 

    


The drop in auto insurance was a key reason why core inflation came in so low in May. Insurance rates have jumped because the prices of new and used cars soared during the pandemic, mostly because of supply shortages. Insurers must pay more to replace wrecked cars, and the companies have raised premiums to offset those higher costs. 
Pricier auto insurance is an example of how inflation has been driven largely by the lingering effects of pandemic disruptions, rather than excessive consumer demand or rising wages. Apartment rents and a measure of homeownership are another example. They're still rising faster than they did before the pandemic. But they reflect the increased demand for housing that emerged during COVID and its aftermath, when many people sought more living space. 
Economists point to real-time measures of new rents, which show barely any increase at all, with builders having completed a flood of new apartment buildings. The slowdown in new lease costs should feed into the government's inflation measures over time, acting as another factor lowering inflation. 
Other signs also suggest that inflation will continue to cool in the coming months. Americans, particularly lower-income households, are pulling back on their spending. In response, several major retail and restaurant chains, including Walmart, Target, Walgreen's, McDonald's and Burger King, have responded by announcing price cuts or deals.
The Fed has kept its key rate unchanged for nearly a year after having rapidly raised it in 2022 and 2023 to fight the worst bout of inflation in four decades. Those higher rates have led, in turn, to more expensive mortgages, auto loans, credit cards and other forms of consumer and business borrowing. Inflation is now far below its peak of 9.1% in mid-2022.
Persistently elevated inflation has posed a vexing challenge for the Fed, which raises interest rates -- or keeps them high -- to try to slow borrowing and spending, cool the economy and ease the pace of price increases.
The longer the Fed keeps borrowing costs high, the more it risks weakening the economy too much and causing a recession. Yet if it cuts rates too soon, it risks reigniting inflation. 
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                                        OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) -- The Oklahoma Supreme Court on Wednesday dismissed a lawsuit by survivors of the 1921 Tulsa Race Massacre, dampening the hope of advocates for racial justice that the city would make financial amends for one of the worst single acts of violence against Black people in U.S. history that left as many as 300 people dead and a once-thriving district in smoldering ruins.
The nine-member court upheld the decision made by a district court judge in Tulsa last year, ruling that the plaintiff's grievances about the destruction of the Greenwood district, although legitimate, did not fall within the scope of the state's public nuisance statute. 
"Plaintiffs do not point to any physical injury to property in Greenwood rendering it uninhabitable that could be resolved by way of injunction or other civil remedy," the court wrote in its decision. "Today we hold that relief is not possible under any set of facts that could be established consistent with plaintiff's allegations."

    


Messages left Wednesday with the survivors' attorney, Damario Solomon-Simmons, were not immediately returned.




The city said in a statement that it "respects the court's decision and affirms the significance of the work the City continues to do in the North Tulsa and Greenwood communities," adding that it remains committed "to working with residents and providing resources to support" the communities.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The suit was an attempt to force the city of Tulsa and others to make recompense for the destruction of the once-thriving Black district by a white mob. In 1921 -- on May 31 and June 1 -- the white mob, including some people hastily deputized by authorities, looted and burned the district, which was referred to as Black Wall Street.
As many as 300 Black Tulsans were killed, and thousands of survivors were forced for a time into internment camps overseen by the National Guard. Burned bricks and a fragment of a church basement are about all that survive today of the more than 30-block historically Black district.

    


The two survivors of the attack, Lessie Benningfield Randle and Viola Fletcher, who are both now over 100 years old, sued in 2020 with the hope of seeing what their attorney called "justice in their lifetime." A third plaintiff, Hughes Van Ellis, died last year at age 102.
The court also determined the plaintiffs' allegations did not sufficiently support a claim for unjust enrichment, which it said are typically limited to contractual relationships.
Other defendants in the case included the Tulsa Regional Chamber of Commerce, the Board of Tulsa County Commissioners, the Tulsa County Sheriff and the Oklahoma Military Department.
The lawsuit was brought under Oklahoma's public nuisance law, arguing that the actions of the white mob continue to affect the city today. It contended that Tulsa's long history of racial division and tension stemmed from the massacre.
The city and insurance companies never compensated victims for their losses, and the massacre ultimately resulted in racial and economic disparities that still exist today, the lawsuit argued. It sought a detailed accounting of the property and wealth lost or stolen in the massacre, the construction of a hospital in north Tulsa and the creation of a victims compensation fund, among other things.

    


Public nuisance claims are typically used to address local concerns like blighted homes, illegal drug-dealing or dangerous animals. Such claims were used in lawsuits that states brought against tobacco companies in the 1990s and against opioid drug makers, but many of those led to settlements rather than trials.
In 2019, Oklahoma's attorney general used the public nuisance law to force opioid drug maker Johnson & Johnson to pay the state $465 million in damages. The Oklahoma Supreme Court overturned that decision two years later.
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A 98-year-old man's liver was donated. He is believed to be the oldest American organ donor ever

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Orville Allen is the oldest American to ever donate an organ. He died on May 29 and his liver was successfully transplanted to a 72-year-old woman. (AP Video: Jim Salter)


                
                
    
    Photos
                    2
                


                
    
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This photo provided by Linda Mitchelle shows Orville Allen of Poplar Bluff, Mo., hugging his great-grandson in March 2024. Allen died Wednesday, May 29, 2024, and his liver was successfully donated and transplanted to a 72-year-old woman. Transplant organizations say Allen is the oldest American ever to donate an organ upon death. (Linda Mitchelle via AP)]
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                                        ST. LOUIS (AP) -- Orville Allen lived a lifetime of service, and when he died at age 98 he had one last thing to give: his liver.
Allen, a veteran of both World War II and the Korean War and a longtime educator in rural southeastern Missouri, is the oldest American to ever donate an organ, transplant organizations said. He died on May 29 and his liver was successfully transplanted to a 72-year-old woman, according to Mid-America Transplant.
Allen was in robust health until he suffered a fall while picking up storm debris at his home in Poplar Bluff, Missouri, on May 27, his daughter, Linda Mitchelle said. He struck the back of his head and was flown to St. Francis Medical Center in Cape Girardeau.
Swelling around Allen's brain couldn't be healed. As the family was preparing to say goodbye, hospital staff had a question: Would they consider donating his liver?

    


Given Allen's age, it was a question that caught the relatives by surprise. But surgeons had examined him and determined the organ was acceptable for transplant.
Knowing their dad's nature -- always the first to check in on people, always at the doorstep of a needy neighbor -- the siblings didn't hesitate.


"It turned it from being such a sad loss of our dad to having this little ray of joy because he was doing what he'd done all his life," Mitchelle said. "He was giving one more gift."
Previously, Cecil Lockhart of West Virginia was the oldest person to donate an organ upon death, according to the Center for Organ Recovery & Education, which coordinated recovery of his liver. He was 95 when he died in 2021, and his liver was successfully transplanted to a woman.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

More people than ever are getting new organs, according to data from the United Network for Organ Sharing, or UNOS, a nonprofit organization that has run the transplant system under a government contract for nearly four decades. Last year was a record year for donations from the deceased -- more than 16,000 -- and for the number of organ transplants performed -- more than 46,000 -- according to UNOS. Liver transplants topped 10,000 for the first time ever.

    


Still, more than 100,000 people are on the nation's list for a new organ and many will die waiting. The need is so great that scientists are working on alternatives to ease the ongoing shortages. Earlier this year in Massachusetts, Richard "Rick" Slayman became the first recipient of a genetically modified pig kidney. He died two months after the transplant.
Increasingly, older adults can donate organs upon their death, said Kevin Lee, president and CEO of Mid-America Transplant.
"As we've seen advances in medical science, we have been educating over the past five years nurses and hospital staff not to think about age when they call in those referrals, but really allow our medical team and transplant physicians to evaluate the medical eligibility of each individual," Lee said.
Two years ago, a liver was procured from a 90-year-old donor in Mid-America's region, which includes eastern Missouri, southern Illinois and northeastern Arkansas, Lee said. Last fall, livers were donated by an 88-year-old and an 84-year-old.

    


The liver "is resilient. We see liver donations at all ages," Lee said.
About 12% of deceased organ donors in the first four months of this year were people age 65 or older, UNOS spokeswoman Anne Paschke said.
"Organ donation at advanced ages can be successful and provide life-saving benefits for the recipients," Dr. David Klassen, chief medical officer for UNOS, said in a statement. But the impact of aging varies by organ, he said. In fact, many transplant centers won't consider hearts from senior donors.
Allen was a lifelong resident of southeast Missouri. He was a pilot in the Army Air Corps in World War II, then served in artillery communications in the Army 1st Cavalry Division in the Korean War. After the wars, he spent 27 years in the Army Reserve, retiring as a lieutenant colonel.
He also farmed and taught vocational agriculture at Neelyville High School, near Poplar Bluff, for nearly four decades. He and his wife of 70 years, Geraldine, who died in 2019, had three children, three grandchildren and six great-grandchildren.

    


He never got around to signing up to be an organ donor, but the family said they hope his story spurs more people to register.
In fact, they said, it already has.
"A whole bunch of people at the visitation and funeral who were former students and friends said, 'You know what? I'm going to put donor on my driver's license right now,'" Mitchelle said.
Greg Allen, one of Orville's sons, said the ability to donate their dad's organ was uplifting in an otherwise sad time.
"To me, it's just a wonderful thing to be able to help somebody else, anybody else, to extend their life for their family," Greg Allen said.
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    [image: Rescuers arrive at the site of a building that caught fire in Kuwait, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. At least 41 people died when a fire swept through a building that housed workers in Kuwait early Wednesday, and officials said the blaze appeared to be linked to code violations. (Kuwait TV via AP)]
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                                        DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) -- A fire swept through a building that housed foreign workers in Kuwait early Wednesday, killing at least 40 Indian nationals and injuring more than 50, India's external affairs ministry said. Local officials said the blaze appeared to be linked to code violations.
Interior Minister Sheikh Fahad Al-Yousuf Al-Sabah confirmed the toll and ordered the arrest of the building's owner during a visit to the site, local media reported.
"We will address the issue of labor overcrowding," he said. "I'm now going to see what violations were committed here and I will deal with the owner of the property."
Col. Sayed Hassan al-Mousawi, head of the firefighters' Accident Investigation Department, said there were dozens of casualties and that the final death toll may be higher.
India's external affairs ministry said late Wednesday in a statement that "around 40 Indians are understood to have died and over 50 injured."

    


The injured are being treated in five government hospitals in Kuwait and receiving "proper medical care and attention," the statement added. It said that India's junior External Affairs Minister Kirti Vardhan Singh will be traveling to Kuwait to work toward early repatriation of mortal remains and provide medical assistance to those injured.




India's Prime Minister Narendra Modi offered condolences to the victims and said the Indian Embassy is "closely monitoring the situation and working with the authorities there to assist the affected."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The fire mishap in Kuwait City is saddening. My thoughts are with all those who have lost their near and dear ones. I pray that the injured recover at the earliest," Modi wrote on X, formerly Twitter.
Kuwait, like other Persian Gulf countries, has a large community of migrant workers who far outnumber the local population. The nation of some 4.2 million people is slightly smaller than the U.S. state of New Jersey but has the world's sixth-largest known oil reserves.
A fire at an oil refinery in 2022 killed four people.
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France's Macron defends decision on snap legislative elections, urges voters to defeat far-right

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    French President Emmanuel Macron called on Wednesday for the creation of wide coalition of political forces to defeat "the extremes" in the upcoming parliamentary elections. Macron was addressing French voters for the first time since he called for a snap national election following a crushing defeat of his party by the far right in the European parliamentary vote.
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    [image: French President Emmanuel Macron delivers a speech, Wednesday, June 12, 2024 in Paris. President Emmanuel Macron is addressing French voters on Wednesday for the first times since he has called snap national election following a crushing defeat of his party by the far-right in the European vote. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 15 | French President Emmanuel Macron delivers a speech, Wednesday, June 12, 2024 in Paris. President Emmanuel Macron is addressing French voters on Wednesday for the first times since he has called snap national election following a crushing defeat of his party by the far-right in the European vote. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 15
French President Emmanuel Macron delivers a speech, Wednesday, June 12, 2024 in Paris. President Emmanuel Macron is addressing French voters on Wednesday for the first times since he has called snap national election following a crushing defeat of his party by the far-right in the European vote. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: French President Emmanuel Macron answers questions after delivering a speech, Wednesday, June 12, 2024 in Paris. French President Emmanuel Macron called for moderate politicians from the left and the right to regroup to defeat the far-right in general elections. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)]
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[image: French President Emmanuel Macron reacts as he delivers a speech, Wednesday, June 12, 2024 in Paris. President Emmanuel Macron is addressing French voters on Wednesday for the first times since he has called snap national election following a crushing defeat of his party by the far-right in the European vote. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)]
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[image: French President Emmanuel Macron answers questions after delivering a speech, Wednesday, June 12, 2024 in Paris. French President Emmanuel Macron called for moderate politicians from the left and the right to regroup to defeat the far-right in general elections. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)]
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[image: French Prime Minister Gabriel Attal and centrist politician Francois Bayrou, left, attend French President Emmanuel Macron's press conference Wednesday, June 12, 2024 in Paris. French President Emmanuel Macron called for moderate politicians from the left and the right to regroup to defeat the far-right in general elections. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)]
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[image: French President Emmanuel Macron delivers a speech, Wednesday, June 12, 2024 in Paris. President Emmanuel Macron is addressing French voters on Wednesday for the first times since he has called snap national election following a crushing defeat of his party by the far-right in the European vote. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)]
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[image: El presidente de Francia, Emmanuel Macron, asiste a un acto para conmemorar la Segunda Guerra Mundial en Oradour-sur-Glane, en el suroeste de Francia, el 10 de junio de 2024. (Ludovic Marin via AP)]
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[image: French President Emmanuel Macron drinks as he delivers a speech, Wednesday, June 12, 2024 in Paris. President Emmanuel Macron is addressing French voters on Wednesday for the first times since he has called snap national election following a crushing defeat of his party by the far-right in the European vote. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)]
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- French President Emmanuel Macron defended his decision to call snap parlimentary elections after his party's crushing defeat in the European parliamentary vote, insisting on Wednesday that voters will ultimately choose the "progressive bloc" over the far-right. 
In France, legislative elections decide the makeup of the parliament, not the occupant of the presidential Elysee Palace. Macron has a presidential mandate until 2027, and said he would not step down before the end of his term.
The somber-looking French leader said his move to call early polls -- the voting will take place in two rounds, on June 30 and July 7 -- showed his "confidence" in the French people. He urged moderate politicians from the left and the right to regroup with his own centrist alliance to defeat the far-right.
"I think the French are intelligent, they see what's being done, what's coherent and what's not, and they know what to do," Macron said. He added: "I don't believe at all that the worst can happen. You see, I'm an indefatigable optimist."

    


The 46 year-old addressed French voters in his first news conference since his stunning Sunday decision to dissolve the National Assembly, France's lower house of parliament, after the far-right National Rally party of Marine Le Pen triumphed at the vote for the European Parliament. 




Macron sought to address concerns of those who fear the risky move could result in the French far-right leading government for the first time since World War II.

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


Since Sunday evening, crowds have been gathering every day in Paris and across the country to protest against the National Rally. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Macron was adamant in his faith in the voters to refuse to choose the extremes of both sides of the political spectrum. He assured that he was not falling into defeatism and said he would serve out his second presidential term regardless of the outcome of the legislative vote.

    


Macron said his decision is "about allowing political forces chosen by the French to be able to govern." He added that it's "awkward to think it has to be the extreme right or political extremes. Or maybe you've got the spirit of defeat spread everywhere."
"If that's what people are afraid of, it's time now to take action," he said.
Macron justified his decision by the fact that he could not ignore the new political reality after his pro-European party was handed a chastening defeat and garnered less than half the support of the National Rally with its star leader, Jordan Bardella. 
Unlike in his recent national addresses in which Macron focused on Russia's war in Ukraine and ways Europe should forge a common defense policy, independent of the United States, and shore up trade protections against China, the French president stuck to his country's internal issues favored by the surging right, including curbing immigration, fighting crime and Islamic separatism in France. 
Macron, who is in his second and last presidential term, said he hopes voters will band together to contain the far-right in national elections in a way they didn't in European ones. He called on "men and women of goodwill who were able to say 'no' to extremes on the left and the right to join together to be able to build a joint project" for the country. 

    


"Things are simple today: we have unnatural alliances at both extremes, who quite agree on nothing except the jobs to be shared, and who will not be able to implement any program," Macron said. 
While he seemed to project the kind of enthusiasm that helped bring him to the presidency in 2017, analysts say French voters are more pessimistic about their future, and see Macron as increasingly out of touch with real life and pocketbook problems.
The French president acknowledged some faults committed by his pro-business centrist party while harshly criticizing some conservatives who have decided to team up with Le Pen's National Rally, which has a history of racism and xenophobia. He scathingly called an alliance formed by parties on the left as "unusual and incoherent" after they included the hard-left France Unbowed of Jean-Luc Melenchon who, Macron said "justified anti-Semitic policies" in the wake of the Israel-Hamas war. 

    


"We're not perfect, we haven't done everything right, but we have results... and above all, we know how to act," Macron said of his Renaissance party, adding that the "far-right (is) the main danger" in the upcoming election. 
"The question is who will govern the country tomorrow?" he asked. "The far-right and a few associates, or the democratic, progressive bloc? That's the fundamental question." 
Potential alliances and France's two-round voting system in national elections make the outcome of the vote highly uncertain. 
Opposition parties on the left and right have been scrambling to form alliances and field candidates in the early legislative balloting. 

    


While sharp differences between parties remain on either side of the political spectrum, prominent figures calling for a united front appear to have one thing in common: They don't want to cooperate with Macron.
Despite their divisions, left-wing parties agreed late Monday to form an alliance that includes the Greens, the Socialists, the Communists and the far-left France Unbowed. 
 Le Pen is working to consolidate power on the right in efforts to translate the European triumph into a national win and come closer to claiming power. Her party is expected to win the most French seats in the European Parliament, potentially as many as 30 of France's 81. 
___
Surk reported from Nice, France. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/france-election-emmanuel-macron-le-pen-bardella-678a1925e9be2547c12ea59bd07428ac
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What are the main sticking points in the cease-fire talks between Israel and Hamas?

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Weary after nine months of war, frustrated Palestinians displaced from their homes said they pray for a cease-fire. (AP video shot by Abd Al Kareem Hana/Production by Wafaa Shurafa)
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    [image:  Israeli soldiers operate inside the Gaza Strip, as seen from southern Israel, on Feb. 13, 2024.(AP Photo/Ariel Schalit, File)]
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[image: FILE - Lt. Col. Ido, whose last name was redacted by the military, walks inside a tunnel underneath the UNRWA compound, where the military discovered tunnels in the main headquarters of the U.N. agency that the military says Hamas militants used to attack its forces during a ground operation in Gaza, on Feb. 8, 2024. The latest proposal for a cease-fire in Gaza has the support of the United States and most of the international community, but Hamas has not fully embraced it, and neither, it seems, has Israel. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit, File)]
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[image: US Secretary of State Antony Blinken disembarks from an airplane as he arrives in Doha, Qatar, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (Ibraheem Al Omari/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: A column of Israeli military vehicles leave the Gaza Strip, as seen from southern Israel, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)]
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[image: FILE - Israeli soldiers guard a crater-like hole giving way to a small tunnel entrance in the UNRWA compound where the military discovered tunnels underneath the main headquarters of the U.N. agency that the military says Hamas militants used to attack its forces during a ground operation in Gaza, on Feb. 8, 2024. The latest proposal for a cease-fire in Gaza has the support of the United States and most of the international community, but Hamas has not fully embraced it, and neither, it seems, has Israel. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit, File)]
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[image: FILE - Smoke and explosion following an Israeli bombardment inside the Gaza Strip, as seen from southern Israel, on Feb. 11, 2024. The latest proposal for a cease-fire in Gaza has the support of the United States and most of the international community, but Hamas has not fully embraced it, and neither, it seems, has Israel. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit, File)]
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                                        The latest proposal for a cease-fire in Gaza has the support of the United States and most of the international community, but Hamas has not fully embraced it, and neither, it seems, has Israel.

Hamas this week accepted the broad outline but requested "amendments." Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has publicly disputed aspects of the plan, raising questions about Israel's commitment to what the U.S. says is an Israeli proposal.

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, who is on his eighth visit to the region since Hamas' Oct. 7 attack triggered the war, told reporters in Qatar on Wednesday that the negotiations will continue.

But he said Hamas had requested "numerous" changes, adding that " some of the changes are workable; some are not." 

Blinken declined to elaborate, but recent statements by Israeli and Hamas officials suggest they remain divided over many of the same issues that mediators have been trying to bridge for months.





    



Here's a look at the main sticking points.
Ending the war

Hamas has insisted it will not release the remaining hostages unless there's a permanent cease-fire and a full withdrawal of Israeli forces from Gaza. When President Joe Biden announced the latest proposal last month, he said it included both.

But Netanyahu says Israel is still committed to destroying Hamas' military and governing capabilities, and ensuring it can never again carry out an Oct. 7-style assault. A full withdrawal of Israeli forces from Gaza, where Hamas' top leadership and much of its forces are still intact, would almost certainly leave the group in control of the territory and able to rearm.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


That's in part because Israel has yet to put forward a plan for Gaza's postwar governance, and has rejected a U.S. proposal that has wide regional support because it would require major progress toward creating a Palestinian state.

Hamas spokesman Jihad Taha told a Lebanese news outlet on Wednesday that the "amendments" requested by the group aim to guarantee a permanent cease-fire and a complete Israeli withdrawal.

Hamas is also seeking the release of hundreds of Palestinians imprisoned by Israel, including political leaders and senior militants convicted of orchestrating deadly attacks on Israeli civilians. But it's unclear if the sides have agreed on a list of who will be freed, or on whether they will be released in Gaza, the occupied West Bank or sent into exile.

    




Getting to the second phase of the plan



The cease-fire plan calls for an initial six-week phase in which Hamas would release some hostages -- including women, older adults and wounded people -- in exchange for an Israeli withdrawal from populated areas. Palestinian civilians would be able to return to their homes and humanitarian aid would be ramped up.

But then things get tricky.

The two sides are supposed to use that six-week period to negotiate an agreement on the second phase, which Biden said would include the release of all remaining living hostages, including male soldiers, and Israel's full withdrawal from Gaza. The temporary cease-fire would become permanent.

But only if the two sides agree on the details.

    



Hamas appears concerned that Israel will resume the war once its most vulnerable hostages are returned. And even if it doesn't, Israel could make demands in that stage of negotiations that were not part of the initial deal and are unacceptable to Hamas -- and then resume the war when Hamas refuses them.

Israel's ambassador to the U.N., Gilad Erdan, said Israel would demand in those negotiations that Hamas be removed from power. "We cannot agree to Hamas continuing to be the rulers of Gaza because then Gaza will continue to pose a threat to Israel," Erdan told CNN's "The Source" on Monday.

Israel also appears wary of the plan's provision that the initial cease-fire be extended as long as negotiations continue over the second phase. Erdan said that would allow Hamas to "continue with endless and meaningless negotiations."

    




Resolving mistrust between longtime enemies

There are other issues that could unravel cease-fire efforts, beginning with the utter lack of trust between Israel and Hamas, which have fought five wars and are committed to each other's destruction.

Then there are the intense and contrasting pressures on Netanyahu, which may explain his mixed signals about the proposal.

Thousands of Israelis, including families of the hostages, have protested in recent months to demand the government bring the captives home, even at the expense of a lopsided deal with Hamas.

But the far-right partners in Netanyahu's increasingly narrow coalition have rejected the U.S.-backed plan and have threatened to bring down his government if he ends the war without destroying Hamas.

They want to reoccupy Gaza, encourage the "voluntary emigration" of Palestinians from the territory and rebuild Jewish settlements there. Netanyahu's ultranationalist allies have more leverage over him than at any time since the start of the war after Benny Gantz, a centrist political opponent, resigned Sunday from Israel's war Cabinet. 

    



It's hard to imagine either Israel or Hamas entirely giving up on the talks. For Israel, that would likely mean abandoning scores of hostages still held in Gaza. For Hamas, it would prolong the suffering of Palestinians in Gaza and give Israel more time to annihilate the militants. 

But Blinken hinted that the negotiations would not continue indefinitely.

"At some point in a negotiation, and this has gone back and forth for a long time, you get to a point where if one side continues to change its demands, including making demands and insisting on changes for things that it already accepted, you have to question whether they're proceeding in good faith or not."

___

Follow AP's coverage of the war in Gaza at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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AP-NORC poll: About half of US adults approve of Trump's conviction, but views of him remain stable

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    About half of U.S. adults approve of Donald Trump's recent felony conviction, according to a new poll from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research. The poll shows some potential vulnerabilities for Trump but also signs of resilience.
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            Trump becomes first former US president to be convicted of felony crimes

        
        
            Donald Trump's conviction on 34 felony counts marks the end of the former president's historic hush money trial but the fight over the case is far from over. Now comes the sentencing and the prospect of a prison sentence. The Associated Press' Michael Sisak explains.
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[image: Former President Donald Trump arrives to the courthouse as the jury in his criminal trial is scheduled to continue deliberations at Manhattan Criminal Court, Thursday, May 30, 2024, in New York. (Justin Lane/Pool Photo via AP)]
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            Guilty: Trump becomes first former U.S. president convicted of felony crimes

        
        
            Donald Trump has been convicted in his New York hush money trial, a landmark jury verdict making him the first former American president to be found guilty of felony crimes in the nation's nearly 250-year history.
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            About half of US adults approve of Trump conviction, but views of him remain stable: AP-NORC poll

        
        
            About half of U.S. adults approve of Donald Trump's recent felony conviction, according to a new poll from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research. The poll shows some potential vulnerabilities for Trump but also signs of resilience.
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    [image: The verdict sheet in the hush money trial of former President Donald Trump is photographed Thursday, May 30, 2024, after a jury convicted Trump of felony crimes for falsifying business records in a scheme to illegally influence the 2016 election. (AP Photo/Jon Elswick)]
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[image: Former President Donald Trump walks outside of Manhattan Criminal Court after a jury convicted him of felony crimes for falsifying business records in a scheme to illegally influence the 2016 election Thursday, May 30, 2024, in New York. (Steven Hirsch/New York Post via AP, Pool)]
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[image: A demonstrator reacts to the guilty verdict announced against former President Donald Trump outside Manhattan Criminal Court, Thursday, May 30, 2024, in New York. Donald Trump became the first former president to be convicted of felony crimes as a New York jury found him guilty of 34 felony counts of falsifying business records in a scheme to illegally influence the 2016 election through hush money payments to a porn actor who said the two had sex. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]
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[image: Republican presidential candidate, former President Donald Trump motions after speaking at a campaign rally Sunday, June 9, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/John Locher)]
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[image: People react to the guilty verdict announced against former President Donald Trump outside Manhattan Criminal Court, Thursday, May 30, 2024, in New York. Donald Trump became the first former president to be convicted of felony crimes as a New York jury found him guilty of 34 felony counts of falsifying business records in a scheme to illegally influence the 2016 election through hush money payments to a porn actor who said the two had sex. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]
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[image: Former President Donald Trump walks to make comments to members of the media after a jury convicted him of felony crimes for falsifying business records in a scheme to illegally influence the 2016 election, at Manhattan Criminal Court, Thursday, May 30, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, Pool)]
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[image: People cheer as Republican presidential candidate, former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally Sunday, June 9, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/John Locher)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- About half of U.S. adults approve of Donald Trump's recent felony conviction, according to a poll from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research. The survey shows some potential vulnerabilities, along with some signs of resilience in his support, as Trump tries to become the first American with a felony record to win the presidency.
Less than five months before Election Day, the poll paints a picture of a nation with firmly entrenched opinions of the divisive former Republican president. Overall views of Trump and Democratic President Joe Biden remain unchanged since before the guilty verdict in Trump's New York hush money trial. 
But the findings also suggest that Trump's conviction is one more weakness among disaffected Republicans. While most people in the United States have heard about the conviction, political independents are less likely to be paying attention and more likely to have a neutral opinion of Trump's conviction, indicating that there may still be room for the campaigns to sway them.

    


Nancy Hauser, a 74-year-old independent from West Palm Beach, Florida, said she approves of Trump's conviction based on the little she followed of the trial. The verdict, she said, suggests that Trump may be willing to engage in criminal activity if he were back in the White House.




"I feel if you've been convicted of a crime, especially a felony, a serious crime, how can you run a country?" she said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But she also has concerns about Biden, especially his age and leadership on the economy and the war in Israel. Biden is 81, while Trump turns 78 on Friday.
"I'm not sure who I'm voting for," Hauser said. "That's the sad part."
Overall, U.S. adults are more likely to approve of Trump's conviction than they are to disapprove, according to a survey of 1,115 adults nationwide conducted over three days beginning a week after the verdict was delivered May 30, and before Biden's son Hunter was convicted in a federal gun case on Tuesday. 

    


About 3 in 10 somewhat or strongly disapprove of Trump's conviction, and about 2 in 10 do not approve or disapprove. Perspectives were similar among registered voters, with about half saying the conviction was the right choice.
Republicans are less united on the verdict than are Democrats. Roughly 6 in 10 Republicans somewhat or strongly disapprove of the conviction, while 15% of Republican adults approve and about 2 in 10 Republicans neither approve nor disapprove. Among Democrats, by contrast, more than 8 in 10 somewhat or strongly approve.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

About half of Americans say that the conviction was politically motivated, while a similar share think it was not. Nearly half of Republicans who have an unfavorable view of Trump do not see the conviction as politically motivated, compared with less than 1 in 10 Republicans who have a positive opinion of him.
Overall opinions of Trump barely budged. 
About 6 in 10 U.S. adults have an unfavorable opinion of Trump, which is in line with findings from an AP-NORC poll conducted in February. Four in 10 have a favorable view of Trump, also largely unchanged since February.

    


The numbers are equally poor for Biden: 4 in 10 U.S. adults have a favorable view of the Democratic president, while about 6 in 10 have a negative one. 
Ron Schwartz, a 59-year-old self-described moderate Republican who lives in Dallas, said that Trump was "probably guilty" of the alleged crimes, although Schwartz believes politics were a major factor in the case.
He said the charges should not have been felonies, a level of crime that blocks those convicted from owning guns or voting in many states. Still, Schwartz plans to vote for Trump, as he did in the past two presidential elections, despite having serious concerns about the former president's character.
"I think he's a disgusting human being," Schwartz said. "But he has some good policies and good ideas."
Independents are split on Trump overall: About 4 in 10 have a positive view, while a similar share have a negative view. A plurality -- nearly half -- did not express a strong opinion on the conviction, saying they did not approve or disapprove. 

    


Cassi Carey, a 60-year-old independent who lives in suburban Milwaukee, said the conviction does not reflect well on Trump, although she acknowledges she was not paying close attention to the specifics.
"I think Trump is a terrible choice for our country because of his divisiveness," Carey said. She also lamented the advanced age of Biden, who turns 82 in November.
"Someday in my lifetime, I want very much to be able to vote for a candidate and not against a candidate," she said. 
Overall, Americans are more likely to see Trump's conviction as bad for the nation.
About 4 in 10 adults describe it as a bad thing for the country overall, while about one-third say it was a good thing and about 2 in 10 say it is neither. As for the U.S. democratic system, about 4 in 10 say the conviction is a good thing, with roughly the same share calling it a bad thing.

    


Trump continues to be overwhelmingly disliked by Democrats: 9 in 10 Democrats have an unfavorable view of him, with roughly 8 in 10 saying their opinion is "very unfavorable." 
Democrat Oscar Baza, a 29-year-old Mexican immigrant who lives in Los Angeles, said he approves of the Trump verdict, which is evidence of "the judicial process working as it should."
"I just think it's really worrisome that he's on the ballot," Baza said. "If you've been convicted of 34 counts of anything, you probably shouldn't be leading anything, you should be going to therapy."
___
The poll of 1,115 adults was conducted June 7-10, 2024, using a sample drawn from NORC's probability-based AmeriSpeak Panel, which is designed to be representative of the U.S. population. The margin of sampling error for all respondents is plus or minus 4.0 percentage points.
___
Sanders reported from Washington. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/ap-poll-trump-conviction-biden-independent-felony-f7f687c2c6c607b9a51425c1de2302bc
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    [image: Players from around North America take part in the NHL All-Star Youth Hockey Jamboree Celebration at St. Michael's College School Arena in York, Ontario, Saturday, Feb. 3, 2024, during All-Star Weekend in Toronto. While Canada has seen a steep decline in children playing hockey in the sport's birthplace, the United States has experienced steady growth in that department over the past decade.(AP Photo/Stephen Whyno)]
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[image: Youth hockey players take part in a game at Susan Fennell Sportsplex in Brampton, Ontario, Saturday, Feb. 3, 2024. Two years ago marked the first time the U.S. had more youth hockey players registered than Canada.(AP Photo/Stephen Whyno)]
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[image: Graphic show youth hockey participation in Canada from 2009-2023]
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                                        BRAMPTON, Ontario (AP) -- All four ice rinks at Susan Fennell Sportsplex are full of action on this winter Saturday morning, the air filled with the sound of hockey skates grinding through ice and pucks clanging off the glass.
The scene is as familiar as the sunrise in countless rinks across Canada. Hockey remains a beloved pastime, a source of pride and joy and something that has knitted the vast nation together for more than 150 years.
Behind the scenes of the goals and celebrations is an alarming trend: Youth hockey participation in the cradle of the sport has decreased by nearly a quarter over the past decade and a half, a decline that began well before the pandemic from a peak of over half a million kids taking part as recently as 2010. 
Because of growing costs for everything from equipment and ice time to specialized coaching and travel programs, families are choosing other sports like soccer and basketball over hockey. There are concerns about the future of grassroots hockey in the country that has nourished it into the popular, vibrant sport that is seeing growth elsewhere, including the United States.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Steady decline in youth hockey participation in Canada raises concerns about the future of the sport
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Mike Hempen reports. 

    


    


"It does sadden me," said Alex Klimsiak, who coaches two teams in Brampton as his way to giving back to the game he still plays recreationally in suburban Toronto at the age of 44. "Enrollment's probably been declining for the last five, six years. Definitely before the pandemic you could see it. A pandemic just put a magnifying glass and escalated it."




In 2022, about two months after Canada celebrated what was then its 18th world junior hockey championship, the CEO of hockey equipment giant Bauer, Ed Kinnaly, declared: "The number of kids getting involved in hockey in Canada is spiraling downward ... but nobody's talking about that." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

At the time, Hockey Canada reported 411,818 youths younger than 18 participating in the sport, a 22% drop from 523,785 just 13 years earlier, not counting an introductory program that is has been separated from registration numbers since 2021. That number slightly rebounded in 2023 to 436,895 but is still below pre-pandemic levels even while soccer and tennis numbers in Canada have already recovered.

    
        
            
                

            

        

    


    


"I'm concerned but I'm not panicked," Kinnaly told The Associated Press. "I'm concerned obviously at what the numbers say. I'm not panicked because I do believe that the sport is evolving. I do think the right people -- the National Hockey League, USA Hockey, Hockey Canada, private corporations -- are all starting to have the honest dialogue with each other, which is, A, we've got to stop talking about what's wrong and, B, we've got to start investing in change for the sake of the sport."
Choices beyond hockey 
Few things are more closely associated with Canada than hockey, a place where kids and adults alike look forward to winter and lakes and ponds freezing over so they can lace up their skates, push a net out and play some shinny. When Canada faced the U.S. in the 2010 Olympic final on home ice in Vancouver, half the country's total population watched Sidney Crosby score the "golden goal," etched into national lore. Millions are watching Edmonton this spring as the Oilers try to end the nation's 31-year Stanley Cup championship drought.

    


Yet the sport may no longer be the go-to for kids in Canada. According to the Canadian Youth Sports Report released last summer by Solutions Research Group, soccer is the top choice at 16%, followed by swimming, hockey and basketball. Raw participation numbers for the sports are not comparable given differences in registration requirements across various governing bodies.
Parents cited financial issues as their top concern (58%), followed by family care and youth mental health, including bullying. There are some concerns, too, that the time needed for practices and drills even at the lower levels of competitive hockey is part of the problem.
"It definitely is a big commitment," said Priyanka Kwatra, whose 10-year-old son Shawn has developed a love for the sport and plays in suburban Toronto. "It's a very time-consuming sort of sport."

    


Time-consuming in large part because of the limited availability of ice that pushes practices and games to very early in the morning or late at night. Many youth programs train nine months or more per year, on the ice three to five times a week along with off-ice workouts.
When her husband, Amit, first looked at equipment for Shawn, the $1,000 price tag was a shock. Add to that limits on available ice for practices or for fun and games and basketball or soccer suddenly seem easier. 
"Getting someone into hockey, it's not as simple as getting someone into soccer where you just need a soccer ball," Amit Kwatra said. "Hockey, the amount of gear that's required in order to kind of get the game started is a lot, and I think that is the biggest barrier for a lot of people that initiate their kids into hockey."

    


Other sports can also feel like a safer choice than hockey with its speed, hits and sharp skates. Gianfranco Talarico is the founder of Daredevil Hockey, which has been making cut-proof gear for more than a decade. He said his company's feedback and surveys have shown safety and cost are the biggest things hindering a more rapid growth of the sport.
"It's so intertwined in the fabric of Canadians," he said. "If we don't collectively focus on making hockey a safer sport, the potential brand equity of hockey in general will start to diminish."
'Professionalization of hockey'
During All-Star Weekend in Toronto, the NHL put on a youth event in nearby York. With daughter Sharon, Priyanka and Amit watched their son on the ice, he and more than 100 other young players all in their first set of gear provided by Bauer as part of NHL/NHLPA First Shift, one of many learn-to-play efforts intended to keep hockey in Canada's bloodlines.
"It's a low-cost entry point, and then it obviously is able to accelerate growth because it provides opportunity," said Matt Herr, a former NHL player who is now the league's senior director of youth hockey and industry growth. "Especially in Canada, we're competing now where it used to be the pastime. ... it was everybody's first choice, and now there's all these different choices and we've got to make sure we're still everybody's first choice."
Herr and others know the equipment costs are potentially becoming a barrier. The quality of sticks, helmets and pads has increased sharply thanks to technological advances, but with that comes higher pricing -- and with that comes the risk of leaving out lower-income families eager to try hockey, especially with higher levels of the sport running nearly year-round.
Rachael Bishop for her 2017 honors thesis at Dalhousie University in Halifax, Nova Scotia, found a massive gap between the household incomes of families in hockey compared with other sports, an indication of the means necessary to afford it.
"I do think it's more so probably a factor of cost, and we're seeing it become prohibitively expensive now," Bishop told The AP. "You see the professionalization of hockey: It's a full-year sport now: You've got to join summer leagues, you want to get all the best equipment. Then there's always like power-skating lessons, summer camps, so I think a lot of it is cost more so than anything."
Klimsiak, the Brampton coach, estimated that the cost of being on a competitive team -- the ones that travel to tournaments and have multiple set practice times as opposed to recreational teams -- starts at $4,000, with some teams charging $10,000 or more. He said some Toronto hockey organizations are combining resources because there aren't enough players to go around.
"The cost of the game has gone up," said Klimsiak, who has three sons playing, one on his team, which he has trouble finding goaltenders for. "Referee costs have gone up. It's tough. It's proportional. It's like cost of living, so everything's gone up and now unfortunately the parents have to pay more."
Cost is something University of Toronto professor Simon Darnell is all too aware of. The parent of a 9-year-old playing competitive hockey, the expert in sports culture and sociology calls costs one of the "exclusionary practices in hockey that go back a long time," along with the culture of winning and the obsession over climbing up to the next team. 
Darnell, acknowledging the willingness to shell out money for ice and other expenses, also understands the early-morning, nearly year-round aspect of hockey is one of factors keeping some out.
"It's like if you don't want to participate in hockey on those terms, then there isn't as much space for you I think as there should be," Darnell said. "It's if you don't want to play by those rules, then there isn't space for you and then you go and play a different sport."
Stopping the slide
A further concern: Are there enough ice rinks to accommodate hockey as a source of fun and character-building for children? Canada's population, now nearly 40 million, has doubled in 50 years, and the International Ice Hockey Federation reports there are still just 2,860 indoor ice rinks across the sprawling country. Renting ice can cost hundreds of dollars just for 1-2 hours.
Kinnaly pointed to a 2019 Parks and Recreation Ontario plan to invest $2 billion over the next two decades on 45 new soccer fields, 30 basketball courts, 18 indoor pools and a single hockey rink as further cause for concern
"The number of rinks that are in disrepair or have closed further compresses the availability of ice time," Kinnaly said. "If there aren't places for people to play, it's going to continue to be a headwind, a real challenge."
Programs like First Shift and Scotiabank's Hockey For All are among the steps being taken to stop the slide. Kinnaly said Bauer's program has been "immensely successful" at not only getting kids into hockey but keeping them, with a retention rate around 60%, and has discussed ways of introducing new Canadians to the game like equipment being part of the welcome package upon signing up for a checking account.
But there are still systemic issues, from crumbling infrastructure and a lack of new rinks to inflationary pressure on pricing.
The woes are not being seen at the NHL level, where revenue continues to rise and fan interest is growing. In the U.S., youth hockey participation has slowly grown to nearly 400,000 registered players.
Instead, the existential crisis for the home of hockey exists at places like the Brampton rink, where the players and fans of tomorrow are developed. There are encouraging signs, such as hockey still being the preferred sports for First Nations youth and nearly 40% of First Shift participants being girls as the women's game gets more attention -- but the overall trend has presented a painful question that must be answered.
"I don't think hockey can rest on its position in a way that it used to, and there's part of me that's OK with that," said Darnell, the Toronto professor. "I think it makes sense if we're going to invest in hockey in Canada as somehow representative of Canadian culture that we actually need to think about what does Canadian culture look like and is it reflected in hockey? Because right now it's not."
___
This story has been corrected to update the registration numbers from Hockey Canada in 2022 and 2023.
___
AP NHL: https://apnews.com/hub/nhl
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Supreme Court has a lot of work to do and little time to do it with a sizable case backlog
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Supreme Court is headed into its final few weeks with nearly half of the cases heard this year still undecided, including ones that could reshape the law on everything from guns to abortion to social media. The justices are also still weighing whether former President Donald Trump is immune from criminal prosecution in the election interference case against him, more than a month after hearing arguments.
The court heard 61 cases this term, and 29 remain unresolved, with some decisions expected Thursday and Friday.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

---
Follow the AP's coverage of the U.S. Supreme Court at https://apnews.com/hub/us-supreme-court.
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Faking an honest woman: Why Russia, China and Big Tech all use faux females to get clicks

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    When it comes to online scams and foreign disinformation, it pays to be female. Or at least to pretend to be. That's according to research that shows that chatbots and fake social media accounts get more engagement when they have female personas.


                
                
    
    Photos
                    3
                


                
    
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Scarlett Johansson attends the Golden Heart Awards, Oct. 16, 2023, in New York. Research shows that chatbots and fake social media accounts get more engagement when they have female personas because people are more likely to view women as warm and approachable, and to see chatbots with female personas as more human than those posing as male. Johansson declined OpenAI CEO Sam Altman's request to voice the ChatGPT AI program and threatened to sue when the company went with what she called an ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 3 | FILE - Scarlett Johansson attends the Golden Heart Awards, Oct. 16, 2023, in New York. Research shows that chatbots and fake social media accounts get more engagement when they have female personas because people are more likely to view women as warm and approachable, and to see chatbots with female personas as more human than those posing as male. Johansson declined OpenAI CEO Sam Altman's request to voice the ChatGPT AI program and threatened to sue when the company went with what she called an "eerily similar" voice. OpenAI put the new voice on hold. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 3
FILE - Scarlett Johansson attends the Golden Heart Awards, Oct. 16, 2023, in New York. Research shows that chatbots and fake social media accounts get more engagement when they have female personas because people are more likely to view women as warm and approachable, and to see chatbots with female personas as more human than those posing as male. Johansson declined OpenAI CEO Sam Altman's request to voice the ChatGPT AI program and threatened to sue when the company went with what she called an "eerily similar" voice. OpenAI put the new voice on hold. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE- The OpenAI logo is displayed on a cell phone with an image on a computer monitor generated by ChatGPT's Dall-E text-to-image model, Dec. 8, 2023, in Boston. Research shows that chatbots and fake social media accounts get more engagement when they have female personas because people are more likely to view women as warm and approachable. Johansson declined OpenAI CEO Sam Altman's request to voice the ChatGPT AI program and threatened to sue when the company went with what she called an ]
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[image: FILE - Taiwanese people line up to vote outside of a polling station in Taipei, Taiwan, Jan. 13, 2024. Research shows that chatbots and fake social media accounts get more engagement when they have female personas because people are more likely to view women as warm and approachable, and to see chatbots with female personas as more human than those posing as male. Groups linked to the Kremlin and China prefer fake accounts with female profile pictures to spread disinformation and propaganda. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- When disinformation researcher Wen-Ping Liu looked into China's efforts to influence Taiwan's recent election using fake social media accounts, something unusual stood out about the most successful profiles.

They were female, or at least that's what they appeared to be. Fake profiles that claimed to be women got more engagement, more eyeballs and more influence than supposedly male accounts.

"Pretending to be a female is the easiest way to get credibility," said Liu, an investigator with Taiwan's Ministry of Justice.

Whether it's Chinese or Russian propaganda agencies, online scammers or AI chatbots, it pays to be female -- proving that while technology may grow more and more sophisticated, the human brain remains surprisingly easy to hack thanks in part to age-old gender stereotypes that have migrated from the real world to the virtual.

    



People have long assigned human characteristics like gender to inanimate objects -- ships are one example -- so it makes sense that human-like traits would make fake social media profiles or chatbots more appealing. However, questions about how these technologies can reflect and reinforce gender stereotypes are getting attention as more voice assistants and AI-enabled chatbots enter the market, further blurring the lines between man (and woman) and machine.

"You want to inject some emotion and warmth and a very easy way to do that is to pick a woman's face and voice," said Sylvie Borau, a marketing professor and online researcher in Toulouse, France, whose work has found that internet users prefer "female" bots and see them as more human than "male" versions.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


People tend to see women as warmer, less threatening and more agreeable than men, Borau told The Associated Press. Men, meanwhile, are often perceived to be more competent, though also more likely to be threatening or hostile. Because of this many people may be, consciously or unconsciously, more willing to engage with a fake account that poses as female.





    



When OpenAI CEO Sam Altman was searching for a new voice for the ChatGPT AI program, he approached Scarlett Johansson, who said Altman told her that users would find her voice -- which served as the eponymous voice assistant in the movie "Her" -- "comforting." Johansson declined Altman's request and threatened to sue when the company went with what she called an "eerily similar" voice. OpenAI put the new voice on hold.

Feminine profile pictures, particularly ones showing women with flawless skin, lush lips and wide eyes in revealing outfits, can be another online lure for many men.

Users also treat bots differently based on their perceived sex: Borau's research has found that "female" chatbots are far more likely to receive sexual harassment and threats than "male" bots.

Female social media profiles receive on average more than three times the views compared to those of males, according to an analysis of more than 40,000 profiles conducted for the AP by Cyabra, an Israeli tech firm that specializes in bot detection. Female profiles that claim to be younger get the most views, Cyabra found.

    



"Creating a fake account and presenting it as a woman will help the account gain more reach compared to presenting it as a male," according to Cyabra's report.

The online influence campaigns mounted by nations like China and Russia have long used faux females to spread propaganda and disinformation. These campaigns often exploit people's views of women. Some appear as wise, nurturing grandmothers dispensing homespun wisdom, while others mimic young, conventionally attractive women eager to talk politics with older men.

Last month, researchers at the firm NewsGuard found hundreds of fake accounts -- some boasting AI-generated profile pictures -- were used to criticize President Joe Biden. It happened after some Trump supporters began posting a personal photo with the announcement that they "will not be voting for Joe Biden."

While many of the posts were authentic, more than 700 came from fake accounts. Most of the profiles claimed to be young women living in states like Illinois or Florida; one was named PatriotGal480. But many of the accounts used nearly identical language, and had profile photos that were AI-generated or stolen from other users. And while they couldn't say for sure who was operating the fake accounts, they found dozens with links to nations including Russia and China.

X removed the accounts after NewsGuard contacted the platform.

    



A report from the U.N. suggested there's an even more obvious reason why so many fake accounts and chatbots are female: they were created by men. The report, entitled " Are Robots Sexist?," looked at gender disparities in tech industries and concluded that greater diversity in programming and AI development could lead to fewer sexist stereotypes embedded in their products.

For programmers eager to make their chatbots as human as possible, this creates a dilemma, Borau said: if they select a female persona, are they encouraging sexist views about real-life women?

"It's a vicious cycle," Borau said. "Humanizing AI might dehumanize women."
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US Rep. Nancy Mace overcomes McCarthy-backed challenger to win Republican primary in South Carolina
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    [image: FILE - Rep. Nancy Mace, walks to join other members of the House Oversight Committee, Dec. 13, 2023, at the Capitol in Washington. Three Republican incumbent U.S. House members in South Carolina are facing primary challengers in 2024, including Mace, who is seeking a third term with the backing of Donald Trump. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)]
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[image: FILE - Former South Carolina gubernatorial candidate Catherine Templeton speaks with an attendee at a campaign rally for former President Donald Trump, Feb. 14, 2024, in North Charleston, S.C. Templeton is challenging Rep. Nancy Mace, for the Republican nomination in South Carolina's 1st Congressional District. (AP Photo/Meg Kinnard, File)]
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[image: FILE - U.S. Rep. William Timmons, speaks on Aug. 22, 2022, in Anderson, S.C. Timmons is one of three Republican incumbent U.S. House members in South Carolina facing primary challengers in 2024. (AP Photo/Meg Kinnard, File)]
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[image: FILE - Rep. Adam Morgan, speaks out against individual spending in member districts, May 9, 2023, in Columbia, S.C. Morgan is taking on U.S. Rep. William Timmons for the Upstate 4th District in the 2024 South Carolina primaries. (AP Photo/Jeffrey Collins, File)]
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                                        COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) -- U.S. Rep. Nancy Mace has won the Republican nomination after a tumultuous second term in South Carolina that saw her go from a critic to an ally of former President Donald Trump and make headlines for plenty of things off the House floor.
Mace defeated challengers Catherine Templeton and Bill Young in voting that ended Tuesday. She will face a Democratic opponent in the general election in the 1st District, which is the closest thing South Carolina has to a swing district in the Republican-dominated state.
Trump's endorsement -- after he called her crazy and terrible in 2022 -- is just one of many ways Mace has attracted a spotlight far greater than a typical second-term member of Congress.
She's a regular on interview shows, often antagonizing the hosts. She calls for her party to moderate on abortion and marijuana but joined seven of the farthest right members to oust former House Speaker Kevin McCarthy.

    


McCarthy threw his weight against Mace and the other defectors. His political action committee gave a $10,000 contribution to Templeton, and the American Prosperity Alliance, where a McCarthy ally serves as a senior adviser, donated to a group called South Carolina Patriots PAC, which spent more than $2.1 million against Mace.




Mace has said her positions and beliefs aren't erratic -- she is just reflecting the values of the 1st District, which stretches from the centuries-old neighborhoods of Charleston down the coast to Beaufort County's booming freshly built neighborhoods of retirees moving to South Carolina from somewhere else.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    


Mace, the first woman to graduate from South Carolina's military academy The Citadel, thanked her voters for tuning out the "senseless noise" from her opponents and realizing she is unafraid to stand up to powerful people.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"When you are the first woman to sit in The Citadel's barber chair to get all of your hair chopped off, you don't get your feelings hurt when you don't get invited to the fancy cocktail parties in Washington, D.C.," Mace said. "While sometimes I may be a caucus of one, I'm not alone because I'm not there for me -- I'm there for each and every one of you."

    


Mace's opponents argued that by seeming to land everywhere on issues, Mace is nowhere.
Templeton ran South Carolina's health and environmental agency to some angst a decade ago and in her only political race finished third in the 2018 GOP gubernatorial primary won by Gov. Henry McMaster. Young is a Marine veteran and financial planner.
Templeton didn't mention Mace's name, but asked Tuesday for her voters to keep backing Republicans.
"I think it is safe to say everybody in here has the conservative values that we share, and in November we are all going to stand behind our president and we are all going to join together to support the Republican Party," Templeton said.
In the Democratic primary, businessman and former International African American Museum CEO Michael Moore defeated Mac Deford, a Citadel graduate and lawyer for a couple of the larger bedroom communities in the district.

    


South Carolina lawmakers drew the district to be more Republican after the seat flipped for one term in 2018. The 1st District was the only congressional district won by Nikki Haley over Trump in the 2024 South Carolina Republican presidential primary.
4th District
For the second election in a row, U.S. Rep. William Timmons has fought off a spirited challenge in the Republican primary.
Timmons defeated state Rep. Adam Morgan, the leader of the state House Freedom Caucus who argued Timmons was too liberal.
Timmons' divorce -- and a widely shared Instagram post by a husband who said Timmons had an affair with his wife -- complicated his reelection bid. Timmons has denied the allegations.
Timmons has Trump's endorsement as he seeks a fourth term in the district anchored by Greenville and Spartanburg,
Timmons was not in his district Tuesday night, instead staying in Washington, where Republicans only have a two vote majority in the U.S. House.
He said he was thankful his voters recognized his strong conservative record and saw through the "countless lies" from his opponent. 

    


"In Washington I am focused on policy not headlines, on representing my constituents not myself, and working with my colleagues instead of working against them," Timmons said in a statement on social media.
In November's general election, Timmons will face Democrat Kathryn Harvey, who helps nonprofit organizations with marketing, fundraising and leadership, and Constitutional Party candidate Mark Hackett.
3rd District
South Carolina's 3rd District is open after Republican Rep. Jeff Duncan decided not to run again after seven terms. Duncan's wife of 35 years filed for divorce in 2023, accusing him of several affairs.
The Republican nomination is going to a runoff between a candidate endorsed by Trump and another endorsed by his good friend McMaster.

    


Mark Burns is a Black pastor who has backed Trump since before his first race for president and made it to the runoff after losing twice before in the GOP primary in the neighboring 4th District.
His opponent is nurse practitioner Sheri Biggs, who along with her husband have been faithful contributors and friends of McMaster for years.
They defeated five other candidates including South Carolina Rep. Stewart Jones and Kevin Bishop, who handled communications for U.S. Sen. Lindsey Graham for more than two decades.
Sherwin-Williams paint store manager Byron Best from Greenwood won the Democratic nomination in the 3rd District.
Other races
The only other U.S. House incumbent facing a primary challenger is Republican Rep. Joe Wilson who won the party's nomination as he seeks a 12th full term in the 2nd District, which stretches from suburban areas around Columbia west and south toward Aiken.
Wilson will face David Robinson II. The U.S. Army veteran who enlisted after the 9/11 terrorist attacks and is an advocate for missing people after his son disappeared in the desert in Arizona won the Democratic primary.
Attorney Duke Buckner won the Republican 6th District primary and will face Democratic U.S. Rep. Jim Clyburn, who is seeking a 17th term in the state's majority-minority district that is bounded by areas around Charleston, Beaufort and Columbia.
In the 7th District Democratic primary, teacher Mal Hyman, who calls himself an independent Democrat, faces Desert Storm and Iraqi Freedom veteran Daryl Scott. The winner takes on Republican U.S. Rep. Russel Fry, who is seeking a second term in the district that stretches from Myrtle Beach to Florence in the northeast part of the state.
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Americans celebrate their flag every year, and the holiday was born in Wisconsin

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Old Glory is venerated annually in Waubeka, Wisconsin, the town that lays claim to the first Flag Day. (AP Video:Teresa Crawford)
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    [image: Brook Nugent poses with her twin daughters Maisie, left, and Sabrina, right, in front of a giant flag on display outside the National Flag Foundation in Waubeka, Wis., on June 9, 2024. Old Glory is venerated annually in Waubeka, the small town that lays claim to the first Flag Day. (AP Photo/Teresa Crawford)]
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[image: Children watch tractors in a parade in Waubeka, Wis., on June 9, 2024. Old Glory is venerated annually in Waubeka, the small town that lays claim to the first Flag Day. (AP Photo/Teresa Crawford)]
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[image: Harlow, a Jack Russell terrier, wears a national flag hat while watching a parade on June 9, 2024, in Waubeka, Wis. Old Glory is venerated annually in Waubeka, the small town that lays claim to the first Flag Day. (AP Photo/Teresa Crawford)]
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[image: A giant flag is seen on display outside the National Flag Foundation in Waubeka, Wis., on June 9, 2024. Old Glory is venerated annually in Waubeka, the small town that lays claim to the first Flag Day. (AP Photo/Teresa Crawford)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 7 | A giant flag is seen on display outside the National Flag Foundation in Waubeka, Wis., on June 9, 2024. Old Glory is venerated annually in Waubeka, the small town that lays claim to the first Flag Day. (AP Photo/Teresa Crawford)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 7
A giant flag is seen on display outside the National Flag Foundation in Waubeka, Wis., on June 9, 2024. Old Glory is venerated annually in Waubeka, the small town that lays claim to the first Flag Day. (AP Photo/Teresa Crawford)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Children collect candy while watching a parade on June 9, 2024, in Waubeka, Wis. Old Glory is venerated annually in Waubeka, the small town that lays claim to the first Flag Day. (AP Photo/Teresa Crawford)]
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Children collect candy while watching a parade on June 9, 2024, in Waubeka, Wis. Old Glory is venerated annually in Waubeka, the small town that lays claim to the first Flag Day. (AP Photo/Teresa Crawford)
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                                        WAUBEKA, Wis. (AP) -- Each June, the people of Waubeka venerate perhaps the nation's most enduring symbol, celebrating Flag Day, a holiday that escapes the notice of many Americans. 
But this unincorporated Wisconsin town about 35 miles (56 kilometers) north of Milwaukee takes the day seriously. After all, it lays claim to being the birthplace of Flag Day, thanks to a tenacious teacher in a one-room schoolhouse.
Here are some things to know about the obscure flag-waving holiday.
What is Flag Day? 
Flag Day commemorates June 14, 1777, when the Continental Congress determined the composition of the nation's banner: "Resolved, That the flag of the thirteen United States be thirteen stripes, alternate red and white; that the union be thirteen stars, white in a blue field, representing a new constellation."
President Woodrow Wilson issued a 1916 proclamation of June 14 as Flag Day and in 1949, President Harry S. Truman signed the formal observance into law. And it falls during Flag Week, after another congressional dictum in 1966. 

    


What about July 4?
Yes, Independence Day makes prominent use of the flag. But the emblem is important enough to have its own day, according to David Janik, a Waubeka native and second-generation president of the National Flag Day Foundation. 




"July 4th, we're celebrating our independence," Janik said. "But on Flag Day, we're celebrating the birth of our flag, which is the symbol of our country, the symbol that is seen all around the world as the helper, the people who won't leave you out in the cold."
Why Waubeka?

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

On June 14, 1885, Bernard J. Cigrand, an 18-year-old Waubeka native teaching at Stony Hill School, put a flag in his inkwell and assigned his students an essay about what the flag means to them. Cigrand left the next year for dental school in Chicago, but he never gave up his advocacy for a national day dedicated to the flag. 
Cigrand realized his dream in 1916 when Wilson issued his proclamation.

    


Although he died in 1932, Waubeka never forgot Cigrand and in 1946, community leaders established the town's Flag Day celebration, which has run continuously since then. 
Any other 'first' Flag Days?
Yes. The earliest mention of Flag Day involves a man named George Morris who organized such a commemoration on June 14, 1861, in Hartford, Connecticut, marked by a patriotic program and prayers for Union Army success in a young Civil War. But apparently, the festivities were never repeated.
Pennsylvanians will challenge Cigrand's coronation as "Father of Flag Day." Pittsburgh native William T. Kerr began his advocacy in 1888 and a year later became national chairman of the American Flag Day Foundation, holding that position for a half a century. Kerr was among those standing beside Truman when he signed the Flag Day law.
As for the expected friendly rivalry, Janik said his father, the late Jack Janik, "took care of that." The elder Janik traveled to Washington and lobbied Congress, which in 2004 adopted a resolution naming Waubeka "the birthplace of Flag Day."
What about the essays?
Along with the parade, the bands, the patriotism awards, the military honor guards and a dog named Harlow who turns 8 on Flag Day and sported a red, white and blue boater on her head, there are the essays.

    


In the spirit of Cigrand and his students of 139 years ago, the Waubeka Flag Day celebration includes an annual essay contest and draws entries from across the nation -- this year from New York to Nevada and Wisconsin to Texas. 
The Stars and Stripes "represent a nation where immigrants like my grandparents are welcomed, where diversity is celebrated and where justice is present for all," wrote Neel Sood, a 4th grader from Bridgewater, New Jersey. 
Adell, Wisconsin 7th grader Ryan Spang wrote that "the American flag represents unity. We are one nation, united by our similarities and differences. We support people in our communities in times of need and we cheer them on in times of achievement."
Why isn't it a day off? 
Flag Day isn't like Thanksgiving, Memorial Day and a smattering of other federal holidays that generally mean Americans can spend the day off work.
Instead, it's officially recognized nationwide, and government services are still open and the mail still gets delivered. Only Pennsylvania marks it as a state holiday, allowing residents to stay home from work and school.

    


But another backyard barbecue isn't required to feel the love in Waubeka.
"Our passion for the flag here is very deep," Janik said. "The flag is the symbol of our country -- it symbolizes individualism, success, loss, daring, chivalry. People need a compass to guide them, and the flag is a great compass."
___
O'Connor reported from Springfield, Illinois. 
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    [image: FILE - Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, and North Korean leader Kim Jong Un shake hands during their meeting at the Vostochny cosmodrome outside the city of Tsiolkovsky, about 200 kilometers (125 miles) from the city of Blagoveshchensk in the far eastern Amur region, Russia on Sept. 13, 2023. North Korean leader Kim hailed the country's relationship with Russia on Wednesday, June 12, 2024, as reports suggest that Russian President Putin will soon visit the isolated country for his third meeting with Kim.(Vladimir Smirnov/Sputnik Kremlin Pool Photo via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Russian President Vladimir Putin, center left, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un, center right, examine a launch pad during their meeting at the Vostochny cosmodrome outside the city of Tsiolkovsky, about 200 kilometers (125 miles) from the city of Blagoveshchensk in the far eastern Amur region, Russia, on Wednesday, Sept. 13, 2023. North Korean leader Kim hailed the country's relationship with Russia on Wednesday, June 12, 2024, as reports suggest that Russian President Putin will soon visit the isolated country for his third meeting with Kim.(Mikhail Metzel, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un examine a launch pad of Soyuz rockets during their meeting at the Vostochny cosmodrome outside the city of Tsiolkovsky, about 200 kilometers (125 miles) from the city of Blagoveshchensk in the far eastern Amur region, Russia, on Wednesday, Sept. 13, 2023. North Korean leader Kim hailed the country's relationship with Russia on Wednesday, June 12, 2024, as reports suggest that Russian President Putin will soon visit the isolated country for his third meeting with Kim.(Mikhail Metzel, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un examine a launch pad of Soyuz rockets during their meeting at the Vostochny cosmodrome outside the city of Tsiolkovsky, about 200 kilometers (125 miles) from the city of Blagoveshchensk in the far eastern Amur region, Russia, on Wednesday, Sept. 13, 2023. North Korean leader Kim hailed the country's relationship with Russia on Wednesday, June 12, 2024, as reports suggest that Russian President Putin will soon visit the isolated country for his third meeting with Kim.(Mikhail Metzel, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP, File)]
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                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- North Korean leader Kim Jong Un hailed the country's expanding relationship with Russia on Wednesday, as reports suggest that Russian President Vladimir Putin will soon visit the country for his third meeting with Kim.
Military, economic and other cooperation between North Korea and Russia have sharply increased since Kim visited Russia last September for a meeting with Putin. The U.S., South Korea and their partners believe North Korea has supplied artillery, missiles and other conventional weapons to Russia to support its war in Ukraine in return for advanced military technologies and economic aid.
Kim has been pushing to boost partnerships with Russia and China in a bid to strength his regional footing and launch a united front against the United States.
During their September meeting at Russia's main space launch site, Kim invited the Russian president to visit North Korea at "a convenient time," and Putin accepted.

    


On Wednesday, Kim sent Putin a message congratulating Russia on its National Day, according to the North's official Korean Central News Agency.
"Thanks to the significant meeting between us at the Vostochney Spaceport in September last year, (North Korea)-Russia friendly and cooperative relations developed into an unbreakable relationship of comrades-in-arms," Kim said in the message.




Kim's comments came as media reports said Putin is expected to visit North Korea as early as next week. If realized, it would their third summit meeting. Their first summit happened in Vladivostok in April 2019.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Japanese public broadcaster NHK, citing unidentified diplomatic sources including high-ranking Russian officials, reported Wednesday that Putin is preparing to visit North Korea and Vietnam next week.
NHK said Putin is expected to seek stronger military ties with North Korea as Russia faces a shortage of weapons in its war with Ukraine, while North Korea is believed to want help with space technology in the wake of its recent failure to put a second spy satellite in orbit in late May.

    


Russian business daily Vedomosti, citing an unidentified diplomatic source, said Monday that Putin will visit North Korea and Vietnam "in the coming weeks." The report quoted Russia's ambassador in North Korea, Alexander Matsegora, as saying that preparations for Putin's visit to North Korea were underway.
Neither Russia nor North Korea have confirmed reports of a planned trip. Kremlin Spokesman Dmitry Peskov told a briefing in late May that "the visit is in the pipeline, and we will make an announcement in due time," according to Russian news agency Tass. 
Russia and North Korea are locked in separate confrontations with the United States -- Russia over its invasion of Ukraine and North Korea over its advancing nuclear program. Both North Korea and Russia have denied allegations of arms transfers, which would be a violation of multiple U.N. Security Council resolutions. 
In March, South Korean Defense Minister Shin Wonsik said North Korea had already shipped about 7,000 containers filled with munitions and other military equipment to Russia. In return, Shin said that North Korea had received more than 9,000 Russian containers likely filled with aid.

    


Recently, tensions on the Korean Peninsula have risen again as North Korea launched trash-carrying balloons toward South Korea, prompting the South to resume propaganda broadcasts at border areas. 
___
Associated Press writers Yamaguchi in Tokyo and Dasha Litvinova in Tallinn, Estonia. contributed to this story.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/north-korea-kim-russia-putin-3300d5558833de4147527c27de000a6c



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Some Syrian refugees risk returning to opposition-held areas as hostility in host Lebanon grows
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    [image: Walid Mohammed Abdel Bakki shows a picture of his dead son, Ali, on his mobile phone, in Idlib, Syria, Monday, May 27, 2024. After Ali's death in Lebanon, Bakki paid a smuggler $1,200 to take him and his 11-year-old son back to northwestern Syria, a journey that included an arduous trek through the mountains on foot. (AP Photo/Omar Albam)]
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[image: Walid Mohammed Abdel Bakki, speaks while holding picture of his dead son, Ali, on his mobile phone in Idlib, Syria, Monday, May 27, 2024. After Ali's death in Lebanon, Abdel Bakki paid a smuggler $1,200 to take him and his 11-year-old son back to northwestern Syria, a journey that included an arduous trek through the mountains on foot. (AP Photo/Omar Albam)]
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[image: Syrians walk by their tents at a displaced camp, in Maaret Misreen, near Idlib, Syria, Monday, May 27, 2024. For more than a decade, a steady flow of Syrians have crossed the border from their war-torn country into Lebanon. But anti-refugee sentiment is rising there, and over the past two months, hundreds of Syrian refugees have gone the other way. (AP Photo/Omar Albam)]
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[image: Ramzi Youssef waters the plants by his tent in a displaced camp, in Maaret Misreen, near Idlib, Syria, Monday, May 27, 2024. Youssef returned to Idlib from Lebanon last year with his wife and children, paying $2,000 to smugglers, driven by "racism, pressure from the state, the economic collapse in Lebanon and the lack of security." (AP Photo/Omar Albam)]
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[image: Ramzi Youssef combs his hair in his tent in a displaced camp, in Maaret Misreen, near Idlib, Syria, Monday, May 27, 2024. Youssef returned to Idlib from Lebanon last year with his wife and children, paying $2,000 to smugglers, driven by "racism, pressure from the state, the economic collapse in Lebanon and the lack of security." (AP Photo/Omar Albam)]
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[image: FILE - Syrian refugees gather near trucks with their belongings, as they prepare to go back home to Syria as a part of a voluntary return, in the eastern Lebanese border town of Arsal, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. For more than a decade, a steady flow of Syrians have crossed the border from their war-torn country into Lebanon. But anti-refugee sentiment is rising there, and over the past two months, hundreds of Syrian refugees have gone the other way. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla, File)]
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[image: FILE - Protesters march during a protest called by the Islamic Liberation Party in support of Syrian refugees staying in Lebanon amid rising sentiments against them in the crisis-hit Mediterranean nation, in the northern city of Tripoli, Lebanon, Friday, May 17, 2024. For more than a decade, a steady flow of Syrians have crossed the border from their war-torn country into Lebanon. But anti-refugee sentiment is rising there, and over the past two months, hundreds of Syrian refugees have gone the other way. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 8 | FILE - Protesters march during a protest called by the Islamic Liberation Party in support of Syrian refugees staying in Lebanon amid rising sentiments against them in the crisis-hit Mediterranean nation, in the northern city of Tripoli, Lebanon, Friday, May 17, 2024. For more than a decade, a steady flow of Syrians have crossed the border from their war-torn country into Lebanon. But anti-refugee sentiment is rising there, and over the past two months, hundreds of Syrian refugees have gone the other way. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar, File)
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[image: FILE - Supporters of a Christian party (the Free Patriotic Movement) protest in front the U.N headquarters against the Syrian refugees and the deal between the European Union and the Lebanese government, in Beirut, Thursday, May 9, 2024. For more than a decade, a steady flow of Syrians have crossed the border from their war-torn country into Lebanon. But anti-refugee sentiment is rising there, and over the past two months, hundreds of Syrian refugees have gone the other way. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 8 | FILE - Supporters of a Christian party (the Free Patriotic Movement) protest in front the U.N headquarters against the Syrian refugees and the deal between the European Union and the Lebanese government, in Beirut, Thursday, May 9, 2024. For more than a decade, a steady flow of Syrians have crossed the border from their war-torn country into Lebanon. But anti-refugee sentiment is rising there, and over the past two months, hundreds of Syrian refugees have gone the other way. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla, File)
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    [image: Walid Mohammed Abdel Bakki shows a picture of his dead son, Ali, on his mobile phone, in Idlib, Syria, Monday, May 27, 2024. After Ali's death in Lebanon, Bakki paid a smuggler $1,200 to take him and his 11-year-old son back to northwestern Syria, a journey that included an arduous trek through the mountains on foot. (AP Photo/Omar Albam)]
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[image: Walid Mohammed Abdel Bakki, speaks while holding picture of his dead son, Ali, on his mobile phone in Idlib, Syria, Monday, May 27, 2024. After Ali's death in Lebanon, Abdel Bakki paid a smuggler $1,200 to take him and his 11-year-old son back to northwestern Syria, a journey that included an arduous trek through the mountains on foot. (AP Photo/Omar Albam)]
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[image: Syrians walk by their tents at a displaced camp, in Maaret Misreen, near Idlib, Syria, Monday, May 27, 2024. For more than a decade, a steady flow of Syrians have crossed the border from their war-torn country into Lebanon. But anti-refugee sentiment is rising there, and over the past two months, hundreds of Syrian refugees have gone the other way. (AP Photo/Omar Albam)]
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[image: Ramzi Youssef waters the plants by his tent in a displaced camp, in Maaret Misreen, near Idlib, Syria, Monday, May 27, 2024. Youssef returned to Idlib from Lebanon last year with his wife and children, paying $2,000 to smugglers, driven by "racism, pressure from the state, the economic collapse in Lebanon and the lack of security." (AP Photo/Omar Albam)]
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[image: Ramzi Youssef combs his hair in his tent in a displaced camp, in Maaret Misreen, near Idlib, Syria, Monday, May 27, 2024. Youssef returned to Idlib from Lebanon last year with his wife and children, paying $2,000 to smugglers, driven by "racism, pressure from the state, the economic collapse in Lebanon and the lack of security." (AP Photo/Omar Albam)]
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[image: FILE - Syrian refugees gather near trucks with their belongings, as they prepare to go back home to Syria as a part of a voluntary return, in the eastern Lebanese border town of Arsal, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. For more than a decade, a steady flow of Syrians have crossed the border from their war-torn country into Lebanon. But anti-refugee sentiment is rising there, and over the past two months, hundreds of Syrian refugees have gone the other way. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla, File)]
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[image: FILE - Protesters march during a protest called by the Islamic Liberation Party in support of Syrian refugees staying in Lebanon amid rising sentiments against them in the crisis-hit Mediterranean nation, in the northern city of Tripoli, Lebanon, Friday, May 17, 2024. For more than a decade, a steady flow of Syrians have crossed the border from their war-torn country into Lebanon. But anti-refugee sentiment is rising there, and over the past two months, hundreds of Syrian refugees have gone the other way. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar, File)]
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[image: FILE - Supporters of a Christian party (the Free Patriotic Movement) protest in front the U.N headquarters against the Syrian refugees and the deal between the European Union and the Lebanese government, in Beirut, Thursday, May 9, 2024. For more than a decade, a steady flow of Syrians have crossed the border from their war-torn country into Lebanon. But anti-refugee sentiment is rising there, and over the past two months, hundreds of Syrian refugees have gone the other way. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla, File)]
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FILE - Supporters of a Christian party (the Free Patriotic Movement) protest in front the U.N headquarters against the Syrian refugees and the deal between the European Union and the Lebanese government, in Beirut, Thursday, May 9, 2024. For more than a decade, a steady flow of Syrians have crossed the border from their war-torn country into Lebanon. But anti-refugee sentiment is rising there, and over the past two months, hundreds of Syrian refugees have gone the other way. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla, File)
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                                        IDLIB, Syria (AP) -- For more than a decade, a steady flow of Syrians have crossed the border from their war-torn country into Lebanon. But anti-refugee sentiment is rising there, and in the past two months, hundreds of Syrian refugees have gone the other way.
They're taking a smugglers' route home across remote mountainous terrain, on motorcycle or on foot, then traveling by car on a risky drive through government-held territory into opposition-held northwestern Syria, avoiding checkpoints or bribing their way through.
Until this year, the numbers returning from Lebanon were so low that the local government in Idlib run by the insurgent group Hayat Tahrir al Sham had not formally tracked them. Now it has recorded 1,041 people arriving from Lebanon in May, up from 446 the month before. A Turkish-backed local administration overseeing other parts of northwest Syria said arrivals from Lebanon have increased there, too.

    


Tiny, crisis-wracked Lebanon is the host of the highest per capita population of refugees in the world and has long felt the strain. About 780,000 Syrian refugees are registered with the U.N. refugee agency there and hundreds of thousands more are unregistered.




For years, and particularly since the country sank into an unprecedented economic crisis in 2019, Lebanese officials have called for the refugees to be returned to Syria or resettled elsewhere. Tensions flared in April when an official with the Christian nationalist Lebanese Forces party, Pascal Suleiman, was killed in what military officials said was a botched carjacking by a Syrian gang.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

That prompted outbreaks of anti-Syrian violence by vigilante groups. Lebanese security agencies cracked down on refugees, raiding and closing down businesses employing undocumented Syrian workers.
In hundreds of cases, authorities have deported refugees. The Lebanese government has also organized "voluntary return" trips for those willing to return to government-held areas, but few have signed up, fearing retaliation from Syria's government and security forces.

    


As precarious as the situation is in Lebanon, most refugees still prefer it to northwest Syria, which is controlled by a patchwork of armed groups under regular bombing by Syrian government forces. It also suffers from aid cuts by international organizations that say resources are going to newer crises elsewhere in the world.
For Walid Mohammed Abdel Bakki, who went back to Idlib in April, the problems of staying in Lebanon finally outweighed the dangers of return.
"Life in Lebanon was hell, and in the end we lost my son," he said.
Abdel Bakki's adult son, Ali, 30, who he said has struggled with schizophrenia, disappeared for several days in early April after heading from the Bekaa valley to Beirut to visit his sister and look for work.
His family eventually found him at a police station in the town of Baabda. He was alive but "his body was all black and blue," Abdel Bakki said. Some reports by activist groups said he was beaten by a racist gang, but Abdel Bakki asserted that his son had been arrested by Lebanese army intelligence for reasons that are unclear. Ali described being beaten and tortured with electric shocks, he said. He died several days later.

    


A spokesman for army intelligence did not respond to a request for comment. Faysal Dalloul, the forensic doctor who examined Ali, said he had multiple "superficial" wounds but scans of his head and chest had not found anything abnormal, and concluded that his death was natural.
Abdel Bakki was distraught enough that he borrowed $1,200 to pay smugglers to take him and his 11-year-old son to northwestern Syria, a journey that included an arduous trek through the mountains on foot.
"We spent a week on the road and we were afraid all the time," he said.
They now stay with relatives in Idlib. Their own house had been damaged in an airstrike and then gutted by thieves.
Mohammad Hassan, director of the Access Center for Human Rights, an nongovernmental organization tracking the conditions of Syrian refugees in Lebanon, said an "orchestrated wave of hate speech and violence against refugees, justified by political leaders" is pushing some to leave out of fear that otherwise they will be forcibly deported.

    


While Lebanese officials have warned against vigilante attacks on refugees, they also regularly blame Syrians for rising crime rates and called for more restrictions on them.
Hassan said the route from Lebanon to Idlib is "controlled by Lebanese and Syrian smuggling gangs linked with local and cross-border militias" and is not safe.
The route is particularly risky for those who are wanted for arrest in Syria's government-controlled areas for dodging army service or for real or suspected affiliation with the opposition.
Ramzi Youssef, from southern Idlib province, moved to Lebanon before Syria's civil war for work. He remained as a refugee after the conflict began.

    


He returned to Idlib last year with his wife and children, paying $2,000 to smugglers, driven by "racism, pressure from the state, the economic collapse in Lebanon and the lack of security."
In Aleppo, the family was stopped at a checkpoint and detained after the soldiers realized they had come from Lebanon. Youssef said he was transferred among several military branches and interrogated.
"I was tortured a lot, even though I was outside the country since 2009 and had nothing to do with anything (in the war)," he said. "They held me responsible for other people, for my relatives."
Syria's government has denied reports of torture and extrajudicial killings in detention centers and accuses Western governments of launching smear campaigns against it and supporting "terrorists."
In the end, Youssef was released and sent to compulsory military service. He escaped weeks later and made his way to Idlib with his family.
He said he has not looked back.
"Despite the poverty and living in a tent and everything else, believe me, I'm happy and until now I haven't regretted that I came back from Lebanon," he said.
___
Sewell reported from Beirut.
___
Follow AP's coverage of migration issues at https://apnews.com/hub/migration
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    [image: Rory McIlroy, of Northern Ireland, hits from the native area on the third hole during a practice round for the U.S. Open golf tournament Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Pinehurst, N.C. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Nick Dunlap hits from the native area on the fifth hole during a practice round for the U.S. Open golf tournament Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Pinehurst, N.C. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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                                        PINEHURST, N.C. (AP) -- Michael McGowan had the honor of hitting the opening tee shot in the U.S. Open on Thursday and it didn't take long to realize what kind of test awaited at Pinehurst No. 2.
The tee shot, packed with nerves of being in front of a hometown, crowd went left into the sandy landscape. So did the next shot. Then came his blast out of sand onto -- and over -- the notorious domed greens. Just like that, the 33-year-old qualifier had a double bogey on his card.
History at Pinehurst No. 2 -- this is the fourth U.S. Open since 1999 -- indicates a tough time even for the best. Only four players have finished under par in the previous three U.S. Opens.
Even with a new look of the sandy landscape dotted with troublesome native plants, the signature of Pinehurst No. 2 has long been the Donald Ross greens, which resemble saucers turns upside down.

    


"Pinehurst is no joke. This is a ball-striker's paradise. You have to hit it in the middle of the greens," said Bryson DeChambeau. He borrowed a line from Boo Weekley when he added, "The center of the green never moves."
Tiger Woods has never seen Pinehurst No. 2 with this sandy, rugged looked to it. He tied for third in 1999 and was runner-up in 2005, missing the U.S. Open in 2014 while recovering from the first of what would be four back surgeries.




He was among those playing early on Thursday, starting on the back nine. The front nine featured the likes of two-time U.S. Open champion Brooks Koepka and two-time majors winners Justin Thomas and Collin Morikawa.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Scottie Scheffler, the world No. 1 player who already has five PGA Tour titles this year, played in the grouping of the top three players in the world. Scheffler, PGA champion Xander Schauffele and Rory McIlroy played in the afternoon.
McGowan's start was not a surprise. It was more about the honor the USGA afforded him of kicking off this Open. He is the grandson of the late Peggy Kirk Bell, a visionary in these parts who was behind Pine Needles, a former major champion who's in the World Golf Hall of Fame.

    


And he didn't even have the worst of it.
Matteo Manassero of Italy is back in the U.S. Open for the first time in eight years. He went from the sandy area on the right to the sandy area on the left and eventually a bunker in front of the green on the par-5 10th. And that's when the fun began.
He blasted out onto the green, only for his ball roll off the back side. His next shot up to the green didn't have enough pace and rolled back to his feet. It led to a triple bogey.
More of that was likely to come at Pinehurst No. 2.
___
AP golf: https://apnews.com/hub/golf
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    [image: Boston Celtics guard Jaylen Brown, bottom, hits the floor while pressured by Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic, top, during the first half of Game 2 of the NBA Finals basketball series, Sunday, June 9, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer)]
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[image: Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic (77) looks on as referee John Conley (79) gives a review on a play against the Boston Celtics during the second half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. Doncic fouled out in the fourth quarter. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde)]
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[image: Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic heads to the lockers after Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals against the Boston Celtics, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. The Celtics won 106-99. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde)]
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[image: Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic, left, reacts while fouling out against the Boston Celtics during the second half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic (77) goes up for a shot against Boston Celtics forward Jayson Tatum (0) during the second half in Game 3 of basketball's NBA Finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. The Celtics won 106-99. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez, Pool)]
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        Doncic fouls out and Mavericks fall into a 3-0 hole after losing to Celtics again in NBA Finals

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Boston Celtics guard Jaylen Brown, bottom, hits the floor while pressured by Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic, top, during the first half of Game 2 of the NBA Finals basketball series, Sunday, June 9, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer)]
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[image: Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic (77) looks on as referee John Conley (79) gives a review on a play against the Boston Celtics during the second half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. Doncic fouled out in the fourth quarter. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde)]
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[image: Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic heads to the lockers after Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals against the Boston Celtics, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. The Celtics won 106-99. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde)]
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[image: Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic, left, reacts while fouling out against the Boston Celtics during the second half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic (77) goes up for a shot against Boston Celtics forward Jayson Tatum (0) during the second half in Game 3 of basketball's NBA Finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. The Celtics won 106-99. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez, Pool)]
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                                        DALLAS (AP) -- Luka Doncic tried to set his feet just beyond the 3-point line as the Dallas Mavericks were making a furious comeback attempt. 
The superstar in his first NBA Finals was defending Jaylen Brown when the Boston guard dribbled between his legs, ducked his shoulder and made contact that sent both players hard to the ground with 4:12 left in the game. The foul was called against Doncic, who sat on the floor in disbelief with both of his arms stretched up into the air. 
It was Doncic's sixth foul of the game, his fourth in the fourth quarter, and his night was done after coach Jason Kidd's unsuccessful challenge of the call. The Mavericks also were pretty much done for the game -- and maybe the series as well -- after the Boston Celtics won 106-99 on Wednesday night to go up 3-0 in the series. 
"Yeah, we had a good chance. We were close. Just didn't get it," Doncic said. "I wish I was out there."

    


The Mavericks are now in a maybe impossible hole in these NBA Finals, after almost crawling all the way out of a big one before Doncic fouled out. They had a 22-2 run that began not long after his first foul of the quarter, and ended soon after he was sitting on the bench.




This is the 157th time a team has lost the first three games in a best-of-seven NBA playoff series. None of them has ever come back to win the series and only four have even forced a Game 7 -- and the only time that happened in the NBA Finals was in 1951 by the New York Knicks. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Doncic had 27 points despite going only 1 of 7 on 3-pointers before he fouled out for only the third time in his six NBA seasons -- 400 regular-season games and 51 more in the playoffs. He had never had four fouls in the same quarter before his whistle-plagued 7 1/2-minute span.
"I mean, I don't know. We couldn't play physical. I don't know. I don't want to say nothing," Doncic said.
"You know, six fouls in the NBA Finals, basically I'm like this," he said, motioning with his palms held out. "C'mon, man. Better than that."

    


Brown missed a 13-foot shot after the replay challenge, and the Mavericks -- who had charged out to a 22-9 lead in the first 6:12 of the game -- got a 17-foot jumper from Kyrie Irving to get within 93-92 with 3:37 left. That was the closest they got before Brown tipped in a miss by Jayson Tatum. 
Doncic's sixth foul came only 26 seconds after his fifth, also a play involving Brown when it appeared the Celtics guard may have hooked Doncic.
"Yeah, it looked ... looks can be deceiving," Kidd said. 
There was no challenge then, but Kidd certainly had to try on the next one in an effort to keep Doncic in the game. 
"I was stuck. I had to challenge it," Kidd said. "Had to challenge because it was a close call. But the referee called it a foul. Got to move on, move forward."
Game 4 is Friday night, and the Mavericks have to win just to send the series back to Boston.
"It's not over till it's over. We just got to believe. Like I always say, it's first to four," Doncic said. "We're going to stay together. We lose together, we win together. So we got to stay together."
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/NBA

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/nba-finals-mavericks-celtics-doncic-0b37c5cbeeeca398ba63bfc0af4c663e
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    [image: FILE - At left, Jerry West speaks at the Hall of Fame Museum in Springfield, Mass. Friday, Aug. 13, 2010. At right, Kobe Bryant smiles before an NBA basketball game in Washington, Nov. 26, 2013. It was during the NBA Finals in 2010. Kobe Bryant was asked a question about whether he thought he was the greatest Los Angeles Laker ever. The answer was immediate. ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 6 | FILE - At left, Jerry West speaks at the Hall of Fame Museum in Springfield, Mass. Friday, Aug. 13, 2010. At right, Kobe Bryant smiles before an NBA basketball game in Washington, Nov. 26, 2013. It was during the NBA Finals in 2010. Kobe Bryant was asked a question about whether he thought he was the greatest Los Angeles Laker ever. The answer was immediate. "No," Bryant said. He wasn't being difficult or misleading and the question was fair, especially because Bryant surely would have been on the short list for such a title. But in Bryant's mind, that distinction -- greatest Laker ever -- belonged to only one person. To him, the only answer was Jerry West. (AP Photo/File)
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[image: FILE - Los Angeles Lakers' Kobe Bryant gives basketball great Jerry West a shoulder rub after the Lakers beat the San Antonio Spurs in Game 5 of the NBA Western Conference basketball finals in Los Angeles, May 29, 2008. Jerry West, who was selected to the Basketball Hall of Fame three times in a legendary career as a player and executive and whose silhouette is considered to be the basis of the NBA logo, died Wednesday morning, June 12, 2024, the Los Angeles Clippers announced. He was 86. (AP Photo/Kevork Djansezian, File)]
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[image: Flowers have been left at the Jerry West statute at the Coliseum in Morgantown, W.Va., Wednesday, June 12, 2024. West died Wednesday at age 86, the Los Angeles Clippers announced. West led West Virginia University -- where he is still the all-time leader in scoring average -- to the NCAA final in 1959, when the Mountaineers lost by one point to California. (William Wotring/The Dominion-Post via AP)]
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[image: Visitors leave flowers at the base of a statue of West Virginia's Jerry West, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, outside the WVU Coliseum in Morgantown, W.Va. West, who was selected to the Basketball Hall of Fame three times in a storied career as a player and executive, and whose silhouette is considered to be the basis of the NBA logo, died Wednesday morning. He was 86. (Ron Rittenhouse/The Dominion-Post via AP)]
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[image: Dallas Mavericks players line up during a tribute for Jerry West prior to Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals against the Boston Celtics, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. West died Wednesday at age 86, the Los Angeles Clippers announced. West led West Virginia University -- where he is still the all-time leader in scoring average -- to the NCAA final in 1959, when the Mountaineers lost by one point to California. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: A tribute for Jerry West is observed prior to Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals between the Dallas Mavericks and the Boston Celtics, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. West died Wednesday at age 86, the Los Angeles Clippers announced. West led West Virginia University -- where he is still the all-time leader in scoring average -- to the NCAA final in 1959, when the Mountaineers lost by one point to California. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde)]
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[image: FILE - Los Angeles Lakers' Kobe Bryant gives basketball great Jerry West a shoulder rub after the Lakers beat the San Antonio Spurs in Game 5 of the NBA Western Conference basketball finals in Los Angeles, May 29, 2008. Jerry West, who was selected to the Basketball Hall of Fame three times in a legendary career as a player and executive and whose silhouette is considered to be the basis of the NBA logo, died Wednesday morning, June 12, 2024, the Los Angeles Clippers announced. He was 86. (AP Photo/Kevork Djansezian, File)]
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[image: Flowers have been left at the Jerry West statute at the Coliseum in Morgantown, W.Va., Wednesday, June 12, 2024. West died Wednesday at age 86, the Los Angeles Clippers announced. West led West Virginia University -- where he is still the all-time leader in scoring average -- to the NCAA final in 1959, when the Mountaineers lost by one point to California. (William Wotring/The Dominion-Post via AP)]
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[image: Visitors leave flowers at the base of a statue of West Virginia's Jerry West, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, outside the WVU Coliseum in Morgantown, W.Va. West, who was selected to the Basketball Hall of Fame three times in a storied career as a player and executive, and whose silhouette is considered to be the basis of the NBA logo, died Wednesday morning. He was 86. (Ron Rittenhouse/The Dominion-Post via AP)]
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[image: Dallas Mavericks players line up during a tribute for Jerry West prior to Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals against the Boston Celtics, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. West died Wednesday at age 86, the Los Angeles Clippers announced. West led West Virginia University -- where he is still the all-time leader in scoring average -- to the NCAA final in 1959, when the Mountaineers lost by one point to California. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: A tribute for Jerry West is observed prior to Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals between the Dallas Mavericks and the Boston Celtics, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. West died Wednesday at age 86, the Los Angeles Clippers announced. West led West Virginia University -- where he is still the all-time leader in scoring average -- to the NCAA final in 1959, when the Mountaineers lost by one point to California. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde)]
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                                        It was during the NBA Finals in 2010. Kobe Bryant was asked a question about whether he thought he was the greatest Los Angeles Laker ever.
The answer was immediate.
"No," Bryant said.
He wasn't being difficult or misleading and the question was fair, especially because Bryant surely would have been on the list of candidates for such a title. But in Bryant's mind, that distinction -- greatest Laker ever -- belonged to only one person.
"In my opinion," Bryant said, "it's Jerry West because of everything that he's done."
Bryant didn't mean just one thing, but really, he could have. What West -- who died Wednesday at the age of 86 -- did at the 1996 NBA draft and in the weeks that immediately followed not only added to his own incredible legacy, but also was the first step to Bryant becoming a true global icon and helping the Lakers win five championships in the next 14 years.

    


West had the courage to do what 12 other teams did not. He rolled the dice and drafted Bryant, who was still only 17 at the time. (Technically, Charlotte drafted Bryant, but on the Lakers' behalf because he was traded later that night.) And three weeks or so later, West completed the second half of his master plan by signing Shaquille O'Neal to a seven-year, $120 million contract in free agency.




The Shaq and Kobe Era was born. West took the risk. The rewards were unforgettable.
"He's responsible for managing here, he's responsible for Shaq, he's responsible for myself," Bryant said at that finals news conference in 2010, the year that he won the last of his five titles -- all with the Lakers. "He put the whole picture together and everything that he's done, to me, he's the greatest."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

They were immediately joined at the hip, Bryant and West, perhaps an unlikely pairing at first. But when West talked with his longtime friend, Arn Tellem, who was Bryant's agent, he agreed to have Bryant come to a pre-draft workout after older, college-experienced players.

    


It didn't take West long to see that Bryant was the best player on the floor. West was smitten. Another workout was arranged later, West arranging to have Bryant come in and play against former Lakers guard Michael Cooper -- a very good defender who had retired six years earlier. West put that session to a merciful end after 10 minutes. Cooper couldn't guard Bryant.
West knew he was getting the best player in the draft. That became his sales pitch to O'Neal, too.
"The times that I spent with him when he was 17 years old, at my house, constantly wanting me to go to the gym, watching him play in the summer league ... he always talked this 'Mamba Mentality,'" West said in 2020, not long after Bryant died in a helicopter crash. "He didn't have to create that. It was already there."
The Lakers trusted West on this one, because they agreed with much of what West saw -- especially that Bryant didn't sound or act like a 17-year-old. He was mature, polished, wise well beyond his years, and if all that hadn't been true this experiment probably wouldn't have worked out.

    


A couple years later, the Lakers rewarded West with a new contract. "Nobody has meant more to the Los Angeles Lakers' franchise than Jerry West," owner Jerry Buss said at the time. And then in 2000, the vision of greatness that West had four years earlier became reality.
The Lakers were champions in 2000. And 2001. And 2002. And then, long after O'Neal was traded to Miami and got a fourth title in 2006, Bryant got two more championships in 2009 and 2010.
Along the way to that fifth title was when Bryant proclaimed West the greatest.
"Jerry's body of work and the championships that he's been responsible for, just my opinion, you can have your own opinion, it doesn't really matter to me," Bryant said. "In my opinion I think Jerry West is."
Bryant was going to have a stellar career great regardless of whether West decided to land him or not. The story would have been very different. Maybe he wouldn't have won five titles, maybe he wouldn't have become one of the all-time greats.
But that leap of faith that West took in 1996 was, absolutely, a big part of Bryant's story. A big part of West's story, too. So, Bryant might have been right on that day in 2010. The Lakers have no shortage of superstars, but it's hard to argue that any of them were greater than West.
___
Tim Reynolds is a national basketball writer for The Associated Press. Write to him at treynolds(at)ap.org
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/hub/NBA
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    [image: FILE - Spain's Rafael Nadal holds his trophy as he celebrates his defeat of Switzerland's Roger Federer in the men's singles final at Wimbledon, Sunday, July 6, 2008. Nadal is going to skip Wimbledon, as expected, and instead prepare for the Paris Olympics by entering a clay-court tournament in Bastad, Sweden. The 22-time Grand Slam champion said Thursday, June 13, 2024, he wants to just remain on clay, rather than switching over to grass for the All England Club and then needing to go back to clay.(AP Photo/Anja Niedringhaus, File)]
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[image: FILE - Spain's Rafael Nadal plays a shot against Germany's Alexander Zverev during their first round match of the French Open tennis tournament at Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Monday, May 27, 2024. Nadal is going to skip Wimbledon, as expected, and instead prepare for the Paris Olympics by entering a clay-court tournament in Bastad, Sweden. The 22-time Grand Slam champion said Thursday, June 13, 2024, he wants to just remain on clay, rather than switching over to grass for the All England Club and then needing to go back to clay. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus, File)]
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[image: Spain's Rafael Nadal leaves the court after losing against Germany's Alexander Zverev during their first round match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Monday, May 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)]
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                                        Rafael Nadal is going to skip Wimbledon, as expected, and instead prepare for the Paris Olympics by entering a clay-court tournament in Bastad, Sweden, he hasn't been to in 19 years.
The 22-time Grand Slam champion, who turned 38 on June 3, said Thursday he wants to just remain on clay, rather than switching over to grass for the All England Club, then needing to go back to clay for the Summer Games. 
"We believe that the best for my body is not to change surface," Nadal said in a statement.
He has been dealing with hip and abdominal injuries over the past 1 1/2 years, including having surgery in 2023, and has been forced to play a limited schedule. Nadal was defeated in the first round of the French Open late last month by eventual runner-up Alexander Zverev -- marking the first time in Nadal's career he has lost consecutive matches on clay.

    


The Summer Games will hold the tennis competition at Roland Garros starting on July 27. That is the site of the French Open, where Nadal has won a record 14 titles.
Nadal will play doubles -- with Carlos Alcaraz -- and singles at the OIympics, Spanish men's tennis captain David Ferrer said Wednesday. Alcaraz, 21, won the French Open on Sunday for his third Grand Slam title. He is the youngest man to own major championships on all three surfaces.




After his exit against Zverev in Paris, Nadal was asked about participating at Wimbledon, which runs from July 1-14. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Looks difficult, honestly. For me, now, I can't confirm what's going on, but it looks difficult to make a transition to grass, having the Olympics again on clay," he said.
"But I don't think it's going to be smart, after all the things that happened to my body," Nadal continued, "(to) now make a big transition to a completely different surface and then come back immediately to clay."
He won two titles at Wimbledon, beating Roger Federer in the 2008 final and Tomas Berdych in the 2010 final. Nadal also was the runner-up there three times and exited after reaching the semifinals in each of his past three appearances, including his last trip to the All England Club, in 2022, when he withdrew from the final four because of a torn abdominal muscle. 

    


"I will miss playing at the Championships this year at Wimbledon. I am saddened not to be able to live this year the great atmosphere of that amazing event that will always be in my heart," Nadal said Thursday, "and be with all the British fans that always gave me great support. I will miss you all."
This will be his fourth appearance at Bastad -- a clay-court tournament that starts July 15 -- and first since 2005. Nadal won the trophy there that year, beating Berdych in the final. 
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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    [image: Colton Herta (26) leads the field during the IndyCar Detroit Grand Prix auto race in Detroit, Sunday, June 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)]
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[image: Takuma Sato, of Japan, drives during the Indianapolis 500 auto race at Indianapolis Motor Speedway, Sunday, May 26, 2024, in Indianapolis. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings)]
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[image: A fan, center, cheers during the running of the Indianapolis 500 auto race at Indianapolis Motor Speedway in Indianapolis, Sunday, May 26, 2024. (AP Photo/AJ Mast)]
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[image: Scott McLaughlin, of New Zealand, leads the field at the start of the Indianapolis 500 auto race at Indianapolis Motor Speedway, Sunday, May 26, 2024, in Indianapolis. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings)]
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                                        Fox Sports said Thursday it has acquired the rights to broadcast IndyCar starting in 2025, a move that gives the network two of the biggest races in the world -- the Indianapolis 500 and NASCAR's Daytona 500.
Fox Sports already broadcasts the first half of the NASCAR schedule. NASCAR in November announced a seven-year media rights deal that added two new partners and streaming elements as the 38-race schedule is spread over multiple networks and platforms.
Terms of the deal between IndyCar and Fox Sports were not revealed, but Fox promised all 17 races would receive network broadcasts, as well as the two days of qualifying for the Indy 500. That guarantee covers the lifetime of the deal with IndyCar.
IndyCar said NBC Sports could not offer the same amount of national broadcast slots. 
"This represents unrivaled exposure and provides an unparalleled growth opportunity for the most competitive and entertaining motorsport on the planet," IndyCar CEO Mark Miles said. "Fox Sports is a fully committed partner, ready to bring engaging and technically innovative coverage to millions of fans across the country while also promoting IndyCar thoroughly across all its platforms."

    


NBC had held the rights to IndyCar since 2009 and its most recent three-year extension was believed to be worth $20 million per season. But NBC Sports had moved coverage of all practices and qualifying sessions to its app, Peacock, and many of IndyCar's races have been on cable. Earlier this season, NBC moved the crown jewel race at Long Beach to USA Network and received just over 300,000 viewers; the race had 1.026 million viewers in 2023 when it was aired on NBC.




"We are very proud of our contributions to the growth of IndyCar over the past 16 seasons, generating record viewership, unprecedented promotion, and best-in-class production," NBC said in a statement. "We want to thank the drivers, teams and owners for their partnership, and we look forward to presenting the rest of the 2024 season to IndyCar's loyal and passionate fans."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

NBC Sports did not obtain the rights to the entire IndyCar season until 2019. Prior to that, it split the schedule with ABC. The 2023 IndyCar season on NBC Sports was the most watched in IndyCar since 2011, NBC Sports' most-watched season on record, and the most-streamed season ever.

    


IndyCar's viewership on NBC platforms is flat this season compared to last year, and the Indy 500 drew 5.344 million viewers, up from 4.927 million in 2023.
Fox Sports said all races will be on Fox and the Fox Sports app, while Fox Deportes will carry Spanish-language coverage. Fox also promised coverage of both days of Indy 500 qualifications. All practice and qualifying sessions will be aired on cable on either FS1 or FS2.
The 19 events on broadcast is an IndyCar record. IndyCar will be the only premier motorsports series in the country with exclusive major broadcast network coverage for all of its races. NASCAR's schedule, for example, is spread across multiple networks in 2025 and Fox has said five of its 14 races will be on network, with the rest on cable. 

    


Eric Shanks, the CEO and executive producer for Fox Sports, touted adding the Indy 500 to the network portfolio. He also said he spoke with NASCAR chairman Jim France on Wednesday to walk him through Fox's new partnership with rival IndyCar.
"Adding the iconic Indianapolis 500 ... to the Fox Sports roster fits perfectly within our model of teaming with sports' largest events and best-in-class brands," Shanks said. "We're honored to be the new broadcast home to 'The Greatest Spectacle in Racing,' an incredibly special event to everyone at Fox Sports."
The 2025 IndyCar schedule remains virtually unchanged with the exception that the All-Star race at the Thermal Club in California will now be a points race, and Milwaukee will not be a doubleheader. The season begins March 2 in St. Petersburg, Florida, and concludes Aug. 31 in Nashville, Tennessee.
Texas Motor Speedway, a longtime stalwart of the IndyCar schedule, will not be used in 2025 for the second consecutive year.
___
AP auto racing: https://apnews.com/hub/auto-racing
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    [image: Players of Ukraine's national soccer team warm up during a public training session in Wiesbaden, Germany, Thursday, June 13, 2024, ahead of their group E match against Romania at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)]
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[image: A Ukrainian war veteran with leg prosthesis watches players of Ukraine's national soccer team during a public training session in Wiesbaden, Germany, Thursday, June 13, 2024, ahead of their group E match against Romania at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 9 | A Ukrainian war veteran with leg prosthesis watches players of Ukraine's national soccer team during a public training session in Wiesbaden, Germany, Thursday, June 13, 2024, ahead of their group E match against Romania at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A girl waves small Ukrainian flags during a public training session of Ukraine's national soccer team in Wiesbaden, Germany, Thursday, June 13, 2024, ahead of their group E match against Romania at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)]
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[image: Players of Ukraine's national soccer team listen to the national anthem during a public training session in Wiesbaden, Germany, Thursday, June 13, 2024, ahead of their group E match against Romania at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)]
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[image: Soldiers carry the coffin of a Ukrainian serviceman, photographer Arsen Fedosenko, who was killed in a battle with the Russian troops, during the funeral ceremony at St. Michael Cathedral in Kyiv, Ukraine, Thursday, June 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)]
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[image: Ukraine's head coach Serhiy Rebrov watches his team during a public training session in Wiesbaden, Germany, Thursday, June 13, 2024, ahead of their group E match against Romania at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)]
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[image: A young woman watches players of Ukraine's national soccer team during a public training session in Wiesbaden, Germany, Thursday, June 13, 2024, ahead of their group E match against Romania at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)]
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[image: United States Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin, left, speaks as he chairs a meeting of the Ukraine Defense Contact Group in the format of NATO defense ministers at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Thursday, June 13, 2024. At right is Ukraine's Defense Minister Rustem Umerov. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)]
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[image: A girl waves small Ukrainian flags during a public training session of Ukraine's national soccer team in Wiesbaden, Germany, Thursday, June 13, 2024, ahead of their group E match against Romania at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)]
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[image: Players of Ukraine's national soccer team listen to the national anthem during a public training session in Wiesbaden, Germany, Thursday, June 13, 2024, ahead of their group E match against Romania at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)]
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[image: Soldiers carry the coffin of a Ukrainian serviceman, photographer Arsen Fedosenko, who was killed in a battle with the Russian troops, during the funeral ceremony at St. Michael Cathedral in Kyiv, Ukraine, Thursday, June 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)]
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ukraine's head coach Serhiy Rebrov watches his team during a public training session in Wiesbaden, Germany, Thursday, June 13, 2024, ahead of their group E match against Romania at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)]
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[image: Players of Ukraine's national soccer team warm up during a public training session in Wiesbaden, Germany, Thursday, June 13, 2024, ahead of their group E match against Romania at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)]
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[image: A young woman watches players of Ukraine's national soccer team during a public training session in Wiesbaden, Germany, Thursday, June 13, 2024, ahead of their group E match against Romania at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)]
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[image: United States Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin, left, speaks as he chairs a meeting of the Ukraine Defense Contact Group in the format of NATO defense ministers at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Thursday, June 13, 2024. At right is Ukraine's Defense Minister Rustem Umerov. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 9 | United States Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin, left, speaks as he chairs a meeting of the Ukraine Defense Contact Group in the format of NATO defense ministers at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Thursday, June 13, 2024. At right is Ukraine's Defense Minister Rustem Umerov. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 9
United States Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin, left, speaks as he chairs a meeting of the Ukraine Defense Contact Group in the format of NATO defense ministers at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Thursday, June 13, 2024. At right is Ukraine's Defense Minister Rustem Umerov. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    




            By 
            GRAHAM DUNBAR

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        WIESBADEN, Germany (AP) -- With patriotic songs broadcast and thousands of exiled Ukrainians in the stadium, the men's national team was made to feel at home at its first training in Germany for the European Championship.
After the national anthem played, and before the warmups began, there was a vivid reminder of the war at home that is a constant and uniting force for this Ukraine squad.
Each player had a ball to give to a fan and Oleksandr Zinchenko presented his to a military veteran who had prosthetic legs below each knee.
Near the downtown stadium of Wehen Wiesbaden is the United States military headquarters in Germany which is coordinating the delivery of weapons and other aid from Ukraine's allies to fight against the Russian invasion. Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy visited Wiesbaden six months ago.
It is a subject the Ukraine team wants to address, and hopes Euro 2024 watched worldwide will help put on center stage.

    


"We need to talk about this," coach Serhiy Rebrov said. "I know that some people are tired about the news of the war but we are continuing to fight and we need your support."




"It's very important that Ukraine is represented in the Euro because we, all Ukrainians, we want to be in (the) European family," said the former national team star who also played in England and Russia, and coached in Hungary. "On the war we are fighting for all Europe."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Zinchenko was in the Ukraine team that reached the quarterfinals of Euro 2021, the pandemic-delayed tournament. That was the last European summer before the Russians attacked.
This tournament is "100%" different and special, Zinchenko said.
"There is still people dying for no reason and we have to stick together," said the Arsenal player, stressing that what the players have lived through does not compare to fighters on the front lines and their families.
"For them it is super difficult, for us it's obviously extra motivation. We all know who is behind us. We need to show our best performance," Zinchenko said.

    


Ukraine first plays on Monday against Romania in Munich. Four days later, Ukraine plays Slovakia in Duesseldorf then finishes in Group F against favored Belgium on June 26 in Stuttgart.
Preparation for those games started in earnest on Thursday morning after a formal welcome on the field by politicians from the region where Wiesbaden is the state capital.
The 4,000 fans in the stadium gave standing ovations to greet different groups of players as they passed by doing light warmup runs in laps of the field.
"In Germany, the Ukrainian community is everywhere. We were very happy with everything here," said Rebrov, one day after the squad arrived.
At home, the country is under constant threat of Russian bombs targeting the people and essential infrastructure for daily life like the power grid.
"I hope when we play the games," midfielder Ruslan Malinovskyi said, "people in Ukraine have lights to watch the games on TV."
For the past 10 years, Ukrainian champion Shakhtar Donetsk has been unable to play games in its home city because of the conflict in the country's east involving Russian-backed separatists.

    


Ukraine midfielder Taras Stepanenko has stayed with Shakhtar through the whole decade, including playing Champions League 'home' games this season in Germany. He said on Thursday, "We deserve to be here for our people.
"Every day people die, cities destroyed. Every day when we wake up, we read the news about what the situation is in Ukraine," said the 34-year-old player appearing at his third straight Euros.
"Every day, I see on my phone screen, messages about air (raids). So every morning I phone my parents to ask if everything is OK," Stepanenko added. "We live in this condition almost three years. It's so difficult."
___
AP Euro 2024: https://apnews.com/hub/euro-2024
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Former NBA star Luol Deng has steered South Sudan's basketball journey to Paris Olympics
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    [image: FILE - Luol Deng, right, accepts the 18th annual National Civil Rights Museum Sports Legacy Award before the 21st annual Martin Luther King Jr. Day Celebration Game between the Phoenix Suns and the Memphis Grizzlies, Jan. 16, 2023, in Memphis, Tenn. It's been only 13 years since South Sudan emerged from its second civil war to become an independent nation. For former NBA star Deng that journey has an almost parallel connection to his own introduction to basketball through fellow Sudanese countryman and former NBA player Manute Bol. (AP Photo/Brandon Dill, File)]
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[image: FILE - Washington Bullets center Manute Bol towers over opponents and teammates during the team's NBA basketball game against the San Antonio Spurs in New York, Oct. 17, 1985. Just 13 years after South Sudan emerged from civil war to become an independent nation in 2011, it will mark a milestone next month when the world's youngest nation makes its Olympic basketball debut. Bol introduced Luol Deng to basketball. (AP Photo/G. Paul Burnett, File)]
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[image: FILE - Former NBA basketball player Manute Bol poses for a photograph at the Sunrise Sudan headquarters in Lenexa, Kan., June 9, 2008. Just 13 years after South Sudan emerged from civil war to become an independent nation in 2011, it will mark a milestone next month when the world's youngest nation makes its Olympic basketball debut. Bol died in 2010. (AP Photo/Ed Zurga, File)]
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[image: FILE - South Sudan players Nuni Omot (1) and Kuany Ngor Kuany (8) celebrate the team's win against China during a Basketball World Cup group B match at the Araneta Coliseum in Manila, Philippines, Aug. 28, 2023. Luol Deng used millions of his own dollars to fund the team in the first two years. The team's leaders tapped into a stable of players with ties to the country who were playing around the world, including former NBA G-League MVP Carlik Jones and others with NBA experience like Wenyen Gabriel, Omot and Blair alum Marial Shayok. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 9 | FILE - South Sudan players Nuni Omot (1) and Kuany Ngor Kuany (8) celebrate the team's win against China during a Basketball World Cup group B match at the Araneta Coliseum in Manila, Philippines, Aug. 28, 2023. Luol Deng used millions of his own dollars to fund the team in the first two years. The team's leaders tapped into a stable of players with ties to the country who were playing around the world, including former NBA G-League MVP Carlik Jones and others with NBA experience like Wenyen Gabriel, Omot and Blair alum Marial Shayok. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila, File)
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[image: FILE - South Sudan forward Nuni Omot looks to shoot against Puerto Rico during a Basketball World Cup group B match in Quezon City, Philippines,, Aug. 26, 2023. ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 9 | FILE - South Sudan forward Nuni Omot looks to shoot against Puerto Rico during a Basketball World Cup group B match in Quezon City, Philippines,, Aug. 26, 2023. "A lot of guys are refugees. And we grew up, we moved, so we've had the luxuries of having indoor courts and such things," Omot said about the team. "To go back home and start kind of at the beginning, obviously, we all had a vision of what it could be. It's just a testament that's going to show in the future." (AP Photo/Aaron Favila, File)
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[image: FILE - Wenyen Gabriel (32) of South Sudan competes for a rebound against Zhou Qi (15) and Kyle Anderson (1) of China in the first quarter during the FIBA Basketball World Cup Group B game Aug. 28, 2023, in Manila, Philippines. Luol Deng and South Sudan's coaches tapped into a stable of players with ties to the country who were playing around the world, including former NBA G-League MVP Carlik Jones and others with NBA experience like Gabriel, Nuni Omot and Blair alum Marial Shayok. (Yong Teck Lim/Pool via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Former NBA star Manute Bol speaks at a rally March 23, 2006, at the Independence Visitor Center as part of the Philadelphia stop of the Sudan Freedom Walk, a 300-mile march from New York to Washington. Born in Wau, Sudan, Luol Deng was 3 years old when his father Aldo moved with his family to Egypt in the throes of the second Sudanese civil war. It was in Egypt that Deng's family met Bol, who introduced basketball to Deng and his brothers. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)]
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[image: FILE - South Sudan forward Wenyen Gabriel (32) shoots from between Puerto Rico guard Tremont Waters (51) and guard Stephen Thompson Jr. (11) during a Basketball World Cup group B match at the Araneta Coliseum, Manila, Philippines, Aug. 26, 2023. It's been only 13 years since South Sudan emerged from its second civil war to become an independent nation. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila, File)]
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[image: FILE - Philadelphia 76ers' Royal Ivey defends during the second half of teh team's NBA basketball game against the Minnesota Timberwolves, Feb. 20, 2013, in Minneapolis. Ivey is now the coach of the South Sudan men's basketball team, as well as an assistant coach with the Houston Rockets. (AP Photo/Jim Mone, File)]
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        Former NBA star Luol Deng has steered South Sudan's basketball journey to Paris Olympics

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Luol Deng, right, accepts the 18th annual National Civil Rights Museum Sports Legacy Award before the 21st annual Martin Luther King Jr. Day Celebration Game between the Phoenix Suns and the Memphis Grizzlies, Jan. 16, 2023, in Memphis, Tenn. It's been only 13 years since South Sudan emerged from its second civil war to become an independent nation. For former NBA star Deng that journey has an almost parallel connection to his own introduction to basketball through fellow Sudanese countryman and former NBA player Manute Bol. (AP Photo/Brandon Dill, File)]
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[image: FILE - Washington Bullets center Manute Bol towers over opponents and teammates during the team's NBA basketball game against the San Antonio Spurs in New York, Oct. 17, 1985. Just 13 years after South Sudan emerged from civil war to become an independent nation in 2011, it will mark a milestone next month when the world's youngest nation makes its Olympic basketball debut. Bol introduced Luol Deng to basketball. (AP Photo/G. Paul Burnett, File)]
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[image: FILE - Former NBA basketball player Manute Bol poses for a photograph at the Sunrise Sudan headquarters in Lenexa, Kan., June 9, 2008. Just 13 years after South Sudan emerged from civil war to become an independent nation in 2011, it will mark a milestone next month when the world's youngest nation makes its Olympic basketball debut. Bol died in 2010. (AP Photo/Ed Zurga, File)]
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[image: FILE - South Sudan players Nuni Omot (1) and Kuany Ngor Kuany (8) celebrate the team's win against China during a Basketball World Cup group B match at the Araneta Coliseum in Manila, Philippines, Aug. 28, 2023. Luol Deng used millions of his own dollars to fund the team in the first two years. The team's leaders tapped into a stable of players with ties to the country who were playing around the world, including former NBA G-League MVP Carlik Jones and others with NBA experience like Wenyen Gabriel, Omot and Blair alum Marial Shayok. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila, File)]
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[image: FILE - South Sudan forward Nuni Omot looks to shoot against Puerto Rico during a Basketball World Cup group B match in Quezon City, Philippines,, Aug. 26, 2023. ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 9 | FILE - South Sudan forward Nuni Omot looks to shoot against Puerto Rico during a Basketball World Cup group B match in Quezon City, Philippines,, Aug. 26, 2023. "A lot of guys are refugees. And we grew up, we moved, so we've had the luxuries of having indoor courts and such things," Omot said about the team. "To go back home and start kind of at the beginning, obviously, we all had a vision of what it could be. It's just a testament that's going to show in the future." (AP Photo/Aaron Favila, File)
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[image: FILE - Wenyen Gabriel (32) of South Sudan competes for a rebound against Zhou Qi (15) and Kyle Anderson (1) of China in the first quarter during the FIBA Basketball World Cup Group B game Aug. 28, 2023, in Manila, Philippines. Luol Deng and South Sudan's coaches tapped into a stable of players with ties to the country who were playing around the world, including former NBA G-League MVP Carlik Jones and others with NBA experience like Gabriel, Nuni Omot and Blair alum Marial Shayok. (Yong Teck Lim/Pool via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Former NBA star Manute Bol speaks at a rally March 23, 2006, at the Independence Visitor Center as part of the Philadelphia stop of the Sudan Freedom Walk, a 300-mile march from New York to Washington. Born in Wau, Sudan, Luol Deng was 3 years old when his father Aldo moved with his family to Egypt in the throes of the second Sudanese civil war. It was in Egypt that Deng's family met Bol, who introduced basketball to Deng and his brothers. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)]
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[image: FILE - South Sudan forward Wenyen Gabriel (32) shoots from between Puerto Rico guard Tremont Waters (51) and guard Stephen Thompson Jr. (11) during a Basketball World Cup group B match at the Araneta Coliseum, Manila, Philippines, Aug. 26, 2023. It's been only 13 years since South Sudan emerged from its second civil war to become an independent nation. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila, File)]
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[image: FILE - Philadelphia 76ers' Royal Ivey defends during the second half of teh team's NBA basketball game against the Minnesota Timberwolves, Feb. 20, 2013, in Minneapolis. Ivey is now the coach of the South Sudan men's basketball team, as well as an assistant coach with the Houston Rockets. (AP Photo/Jim Mone, File)]
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                                        Luol Deng was watching his vision coming into focus right in front of him. 
It was September 2023, barely six years since South Sudan had played in its first international basketball tournament. 
Yet there was Deng, a Sudanese native turned refugee and NBA star, hopping behind a circle of euphoric players inside the South Sudan locker room minutes after it defeated Angola during the FIBA World Cup to finish as Africa's highest rank team and earn its first Olympic basketball berth. 
"Where we going?" Deng chanted repeatedly in a moment captured on social media. 
"Paris!" the team shouted back.
Just 13 years after South Sudan emerged from civil war to become an independent nation in 2011, it will mark a milestone next month with its Olympic basketball debut. 
It'll be the culmination of a dream and journey for Deng that has links to his own escape from the ravages of war and introduction to basketball through celebrated Sudanese countryman and fellow former NBA player Manute Bol. 

    


That meeting, along with connections Deng made at a small New Jersey boarding school, helped steer him and the South Sudan team on a path he believes has led to the first of many highlights on the world stage. 




South Sudan's basketball federation president since 2019, Deng thinks the team known as "The Bright Stars" can be a uniting force for a country that's still finding its way after years of conflict. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"As happy as we are to be there, we really want to compete," Deng said. "I don't want people watching us and thinking that we just go there. I want people to see us and see the direction of where I'm trying to take the sport."
That's because he knows how far basketball has brought him. 
Born in Wau, Sudan, Deng was 3 years old when his father, Aldo, moved with his family to Egypt in the throes of the second Sudanese civil war. It was in Egypt that Deng's family met Bol, who introduced basketball to them.

    


They were granted asylum in England, where Deng lived before moving to the United States in 1999 at age 14 after being recruited by New Jersey's Blair Academy. 
Joe Mantegna had just been hired as Blair's coach. His first two recruits were Royal Ivey, an 18-year-old from New York looking to play a post-graduate year, and Deng, who UConn had steered to Blair hoping he'd eventually follow in his brother Ajou Deng's footsteps and play for the Huskies. 
The day Deng arrived in New Jersey, Mantegna and Ivey were sitting in the stands following a workout.
"Lu came in, in his church shoes, he didn't have any basketball sneakers," Mantegna recalled. "We just kind of watched him shoot around. And we both kind of giggled to ourselves that we had something there."
In those days Mantegna lived next to the freshmen dorm and slowly began to learn Deng's backstory. 
"It was just as we built trust slowly that I heard more and more," Mantegna said. "Every time we spoke about his story, I learned more."
Those conversations and the friendship continued after Deng went to Duke and eventually the NBA, where he became a two-time All-Star and played for five teams over 16 seasons. 

    


Then in 2021 Mantegna got a call from Deng with a request. Deng, who was involved with several philanthropic endeavors in South Sudan, wanted to start a basketball program there.
He asked Mantegna if he'd coach. 
"He just called me and said, 'You want to jump on?'" Mantegna said. "I didn't hesitate. I just said to my wife, 'I guess I'm going to be spending some time in Africa the next few summers.'"
Mantegna turned down Deng's offer to be head coach but signed on as an assistant and made a suggestion for the top spot on the bench: Deng's old teammate, Royal Ivey. 
Deng used millions of his own dollars to fund the team in the first two years while the trio slowly built out South Sudan's roster. They tapped into a stable of players with ties to the country who were playing around the world, including former NBA G-League MVP Carlik Jones and others with NBA experience including Wenyen Gabriel, Nuni Omot and Blair alum Marial Shayok.
They all bought into a vision for the future that Omot acknowledged was hard to see initially. 

    


The first time the team assembled in Sudan they showed up to find a single outdoor dirt court with one rim higher than the other, and no official 10-foot regulation goals. 
"A lot of guys are refugees. And we grew up, we moved, so we've had the luxuries of having indoor courts and such things," Omot said. "To go back home and start kind of at the beginning, obviously, we all had a vision of what it could be. It's just a testament that's going to show in the future"
South Sudan has risen from 82nd to 33rd in the FIBA world rankings, making it Africa's second-highest ranked team behind No. 31 Cote d'Ivoire. The road to the medal round in Paris will be tough with The Bright Stars in a group that includes the U.S. and Serbia.

    


But Omot said the success they've had in such a short period of time is emblematic of how fast change is happening in South Sudan. 
"What the people will see when they think about our people, they see a lot of nothing but violence, a lot of things that have to do with war," Omot said. "And for me to be able to put that jersey on and know that people from our country, how much pride and joy they have because of all they've seen. It means everything." 
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/olympics-2024-south-sudan-basketball-luol-deng-90c71500969c3441aa9898eb9de8b338
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    [image: FILE - Ukraine's Elina Svitolina, top, plays Czech Republic's Marketa Vondrousova in a women's singles semifinal match on day eleven of the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Thursday, July 13, 2023. Wimbledon's total prize money fund will rise to a record 50 million pounds (about $64 million), with the singles champions each earning 2.7 million pounds ($3.45 million), All England Club officials announced Thursday, June 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth, File)]
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[image: FILE - Spain's Carlos Alcaraz celebrates with the trophy after beating Serbia's Novak Djokovic to win the final of the men's singles on day fourteen of the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Sunday, July 16, 2023. Wimbledon's total prize money fund will rise to a record 50 million pounds (about $64 million), with the singles champions each earning 2.7 million pounds ($3.45 million), All England Club officials announced Thursday, June 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth, File)]
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                                        WIMBLEDON, England (AP) -- Wimbledon's total prize money fund will rise to a record 50 million pounds (about $64 million), with the singles champions each earning 2.7 million pounds ($3.45 million), All England Club officials announced Thursday at the annual spring briefing.
The total amount is 5.3 million pounds ($6.8 million) more than last year, an increase of 11.9% -- and exactly twice the 25 million pounds ($32 million at the current exchange rate) handed out to competitors at the grass-court Grand Slam tournament 10 years ago.
Ticket demand "has never been greater" than it was this year, said Deborah Jevans, the new chair of the All England Club.
The winners' checks for 2024 represent a jump of 350,000 pounds each (nearly $450,000), a 14.9% jump.
Players who lose in the first round of singles will get 60,000 pounds (about $76,000) each, up from 55,000 ($70,000) in 2023.

    


The prizes for the qualifying event will go up 14.9% to 4.8 million pounds (about $6 million).
Other topics addressed by Jevans and Sally Bolton, the club chief executive:
-- The club has been in contact with other Grand Slam hosts about the possibility of creating a domestic violence policy. "Clearly that's something that the sport would want to do on a unified basis," Bolton said about forming a policy. "It is something that is pertinent and therefore has been discussed." At the just-concluded French Open, Alexander Zverev competed -- and ended up reaching the final -- while being involved in a trial in Berlin related to accusations by a former girlfriend of physical abuse during a 2020 argument; the case ended via an out-of-court settlement hours before Zverev played in the semifinals in Paris. 




-- The club has plans in place to celebrate two-time Wimbledon champion Andy Murray's career if, as expected, he announces this will be his last appearance at the tournament. Murray's 2013 singles title was the first for a British man at the All England Club in 77 years, and he won the tournament again in 2016. "We've certainly got plans in place and we're ready and prepared, but ultimately it's Andy's decision," Bolton said. "We'll very much be led by him and we can amend our plans accordingly. We're ready in any eventuality."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

-- Centre Court will continue to begin play at 1:30 p.m. local time (8:30 a.m. EDT), despite concerns expressed by Novak Djokovic that such scheduling inevitably leads to late starts for a day's last match. "We've reviewed it, we've thought long and hard and looked at the data around length of matches and the trends that are occurring in that space," Bolton said, "and were very confident and happy with the decision that we've made this year." Added Jevans: "We're very comfortable with the situation." Djokovic, who has won seven of his 24 Grand Slam titles at Wimbledon but is expected to miss this year's tournament after knee surgery, said a year ago that maybe the All England Club should consider opening its main stadium at noon (Court No. 1 starts play at 1 p.m.; smaller courts at 11 a.m.). Because the tournament site is in a residential area, there is an 11 p.m. curfew for competition.
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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    [image: FILE - Chicago Bears players work on the field during NFL football practice at the team's minicamp in Lake Forest, Ill., Wednesday, June 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh, File)]
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[image: FILE - Minnesota Vikings linebacker Dallas Turner, center, takes part in drills during an NFL football minicamp workout in Eagan, Minn., Thursday, June 6, 2024. Across the NFL, teams wrapped up their mandatory minicamps this week leading into about a month-long break before the start of a grueling NFL season that could approach seven months for the teams that make the Super Bowl. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr, File)]
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[image: FILE - Miami Dolphins Elijah Campbell, right, picks up the ball as Siran Neal is late with the catch during NFL football practice at the team's training facility, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in Miami Gardens, Fla. Across the NFL, teams wrapped up their mandatory minicamps this week leading into about a month-long break before the start of a grueling NFL season that could approach seven months for the teams that make the Super Bowl. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier, File)]
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[image: FILE - Chicago Bears wide receiver Nsimba Webster catches a ball during NFL team's mandatory minicamp football practice in Lake Forest, Ill., Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Across the NFL, teams wrapped up their mandatory minicamps this week leading into about a month-long break before the start of a grueling NFL season that could approach seven months for the teams that make the Super Bowl. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh, File)]
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[image: FILE - Denver Broncos wide receiver Courtland Sutton, left, takes part in drills during an NFL football mandatory minicamp Tuesday, June 11, 2024, at the team's headquarters in Centennial, Colo. Across the NFL, teams wrapped up their mandatory minicamps this week leading into about a month-long break before the start of a grueling NFL season that could approach seven months for the teams that make the Super Bowl. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)]
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                                        SANTA CLARA, Calif. (AP) -- Across the NFL, teams wrapped up their mandatory minicamps this week leading into about a month-long break before the start of a grueling season that could approach seven months for the teams that make the Super Bowl.
The timeline of spring practice followed by a break and then training camp has been a familiar one for years, broken up only by a lockout in 2011 and a pandemic in 2020, but could be in for a change. 
The NFLPA is contemplating proposing a major upheaval to this schedule, replacing spring practices with a longer training camp in what would provide a longer break after the season and a more gradual buildup to training camp in hopes of possibly reducing some injuries.
It's a plan that has not been met with wide acceptance, with several players and coaches decrying the elimination of OTAs and minicamps in May and June. 

    


"I think we need it," Saints tight end Foster Moreau said of the current offseason program. "You cook your steak in the offseason and then training camp is like a microwaving period.
"You could go to training camp and you could microwave your steak on high for two minutes and we'll see how much football you like watching the first four weeks." 




Colts center Ryan Kelly, the team's player representative to the union, sees both sides of the issue, believing the time off breaks up continuity but starting training camp early could make for too long of a season.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We throw, we do all these things and then we don't see each other for two months," Kelly said, referring to the current schedule. "So it's like, is that the best and most effective way to train and to really get the most out of it? I think the counterargument is that you add a month in the beginning of the season, it makes the season feel even longer when the league's pushing for 18 (games) and we're already playing 17. So I think there's going to be some back and forth and I don't think there's going to be a perfect solution."

    


Under the current offseason format, players can return to team facilities on a voluntary basis in mid-April. Teams with new head coaches are allowed to start the program two weeks earlier if they choose.
There is a nine-week program that begins with two weeks of mostly meetings and strength training, then three weeks with on-field work limited to individual drills and walk-throughs and finally four weeks with noncontact practices, including a mandatory three-day minicamp typically in June.
The NFL then mostly shuts down until players return for the start of training camp in late July after a break of more than a month that allows for vacations with families before the start of the season and gives players a break and the opportunity to work out on their own or with informal groups.
The NFLPA is considering a new proposal that changes the whole approach, eliminating the spring workouts and having players come back in either late June or early July for a ramp-up stretch leading into training camp.
The thought is that eliminating the more than month-long break would help reduce some soft-tissue injuries that typically pop up early in training camp.

    


San Francisco coach Kyle Shanahan, who has less than fond memories of the tedium of those extended training camps during his time as a ballboy for his father's teams in the 1990s, said teams have already changed how often and how hard they practice in training camp to reduce injuries.
Shanahan also said most players come back from the break in much better shape than in the past and those who don't are the ones most susceptible to injuries early in camp.
"I also think anyone who doesn't know how to work out in their 40 days away, you're not going to make it in this league very long anyways," Shanahan said. "So it's not too bad to weed five of those guys out."
Jets coach Robert Saleh sees the benefit of the schedule change when it comes to player health and safety, having witnessed too many players get hurt early in camp after not practicing for 40 days. 
But he worries about the lack of teaching time, especially for young players.

    


"I'm for it as long as we're able to maintain the work that needs to be done to continue to develop these young men the way they need to be developed," he said.
Some coaches and players believe the change would be hardest on players joining new teams or teams installing new systems since the spring offers plenty of time to learn before the start of training camp. 
"Like the rookies, it's kind of unfair to them," Packers running back Josh Jacobs said. "It'll be like starting them off behind the 8-ball. For guys that move teams, it'll be kind of unfair to them, too. But I think vets that actually know how to take care of themselves and go train in the offseason and not like mess around with it, it wouldn't matter much to them."
Jacobs' coach, Matt LaFleur, saw just that play out four years ago when there was no offseason program because of the COVID pandemic.

    


"I don't think that was good for anybody," he said. "There's not a lot of times to get these guys anyways and just to cram everything in at the beginning of training camp. ... I don't think it would be good for the game, personally, but I don't think they really care what I have to say."
San Francisco tight end George Kittle said he'd be fine with getting rid of the spring program and starting training camp earlier -- with one important caveat.
"I just hope they don't take away my July 4," he said, "because I really enjoy celebrating July 4."
___
AP Pro Football Writers Schuyler Dixon, Teresa Walker and Dennis Waszak Jr., and AP Sports Writers Mark Anderson, Larry Lage, Brett Martel, Steve Megargee, Steve Reed and Alanis Thames contributed to this report.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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    [image: France's Kylian Mbappe reacts during the international friendly soccer match between France and Canada at the Matmut Atlantique stadium in Bordeaux, southwestern France, Sunday, June 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Yohan Bonnet)]
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[image: FILE - Head coach Didier Deschamps, left, claps on the shoulder of French soccer player Kylian Mbappe at the national soccer team training center in Clairefontaine, west of Paris, Monday, June 3, 2024. The unpredictability of the European Championship, which kicks off in Munich on Friday, is what makes it such compelling viewing. Even in its expanded format of 24 teams, there is always the potential for a surprise. (Sarah Meyssonnier/Pool via AP, File)]
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    [image: France's Kylian Mbappe reacts during the international friendly soccer match between France and Canada at the Matmut Atlantique stadium in Bordeaux, southwestern France, Sunday, June 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Yohan Bonnet)]
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                                        PADERBORN, Germany (AP) -- France striker Kylian Mbappe was absent when the squad took part in an open practice session at its European Championship base on Thursday.
Mbappe and Kingsley Coman were missing from the group of players that emerged for training at the Home Deluxe Arena in Paderborn.
An estimated 4,000 people were there to watch the session.
French sports daily L'Equipe reported that Mbappe, who trained normally on Wednesday, was doing individual work in the gym instead. He was later seen signing autographs for fans.
France's first game is against Austria in Group D on Monday.
Mbappe, who recently moved to Real Madrid from Paris Saint-Germain, is expected to be one of the stars of the tournament.
___
AP Euro 2024: https://apnews.com/hub/euro-2024
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    [image: FILE - An England supporter wears a flag in front of a police line near Trafalgar Square in London, Sunday, July 11, 2021, during the Euro 2020 soccer championship final match between England and Italy. The message to English soccer fans at Euro 2024 is clear: behave or else. A range of measures are being taken to avoid or clamp down on trouble from England supporters at the monthlong tournament in Germany, which kicks off on Friday. (AP Photo/Peter Morrison, File)]
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[image: FILE - English soccer fans celebrate their team at a public viewing zone in Stuttgart, Germany, Sunday, June 25. 2006, during the Round of 16, World Cup soccer match England v's Ecuador. The message to English soccer fans at Euro 2024 is clear: behave or else. A range of measures are being taken to avoid or clamp down on trouble from England supporters at the monthlong tournament in Germany, which kicks off on Friday. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber, File)]
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[image: FILE -England supporters react and take a beer in Saint-Etienne, France, Monday, June 20, 2016 ahead of the Euro 2016 Group B soccer match between Slovakia and England at the Geoffroy Guichard stadium. The message to English soccer fans at Euro 2024 is clear: behave or else. A range of measures are being taken to avoid or clamp down on trouble from England supporters at the monthlong tournament in Germany, which kicks off on Friday. (AP Photo/Darko Bandic, File)]
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[image: FILE -English soccer fans spray beer before the group D match between England and France during the Euro 2012 soccer championship in Donetsk, Ukraine, Ukraine, Monday, June 11, 2012. The message to English soccer fans at Euro 2024 is clear: behave or else. A range of measures are being taken to avoid or clamp down on trouble from England supporters at the monthlong tournament in Germany, which kicks off on Friday. (AP Photo/Sergei Chuzavkov, File)]
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[image: FILE -England supporters react and take a beer in Saint-Etienne, France, Monday, June 20, 2016 ahead of the Euro 2016 Group B soccer match between Slovakia and England at the Geoffroy Guichard stadium. The message to English soccer fans at Euro 2024 is clear: behave or else. A range of measures are being taken to avoid or clamp down on trouble from England supporters at the monthlong tournament in Germany, which kicks off on Friday. (AP Photo/Darko Bandic, File)]
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                                        DUSSELDORF, Germany (AP) -- England's Football Association says it is providing funding to help police clamp down on online abuse at Euro 2024.
At the last European Championship, Bukayo Saka, Marcus Rashford and Jadon Sancho were subjected to racial abuse on social media after missing penalties in England's shootout defeat to Italy in the 2021 final.
The FA has stepped up efforts to ensure abusers are brought to justice and said it is providing around 25,000 pounds ($32,000) to help police.
"Now we are doing things differently," FA chief executive Mark Bullingham said. "In the past what we did was put together all the data, effectively an evidence pack, to give to the police to prosecute, but this time we have gone a stage further where we are actually funding within the British police a unit that will then prosecute."
Measures are also being taken to avoid or clamp down on trouble from England supporters in other areas at the monthlong tournament in Germany, which kicks off on Friday. 

    


"Officers from the U.K. are continuing to work closely with German police to support a safe and trouble-free Euro 2024 tournament," the U.K. Football Policing Unit told The Associated Press on Thursday.




There have been numerous incidents of trouble involving English fans in the past. While security concerns at the European Championship are not limited to England supporters, potential problem areas involving those following the Three Lions have been identified.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Fans have been urged by police to be "good guests" and respect German culture. And ahead of England's opening game against Serbia in Gelsenkirchen on Sunday, UEFA said only low alcohol beer will be served at Veltins-Arena.
There have been concerns that English fans could repeat an often-sung chant about World War II in Germany.
While it has not been specifically referenced by police, supporters have been urged to be respectful.

    


"We would urge any fans travelling to be mindful and aware of the local culture and be good guests," the U.K. Football Policing Unit said. "Wilfully acting in a way to cause offense could result in a heightened risk to your personal safety, and German police will take action against those breaking the law. This action can include heavy fines and custodial sentences."
The England-Serbia game has been deemed high risk by UEFA.
It is, so far, the only group game slated to serve low alcohol beer. 
"The local organisers and police decided to only allow the sale of beer with reduced alcohol percentage (light beers)," UEFA told The AP. "The police in Gelsenkirchen also do not want to allow fans to bring their cups to their seats for matches in that venue. There is no such restriction in any of the other venues."
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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Netherlands bowling first against Bangladesh in T20 World Cup
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                                        KINGSTOWN, St. Vincent (AP) -- The Netherlands chose to bowl first against Bangladesh in a crucial Twenty20 World Cup match delayed by a wet outfield on Thursday.
Rain briefly delayed the morning toss, then both teams had to wait for Arnos Vale to dry out.
Bangladesh was unchanged after losing to South Africa on Monday while the Dutch made one change, bringing in off-spinner Aryan Dutt for Teja Nidamanuru.
The winner will be on the brink of joining Group D leader South Africa in the Super 8.
___
Lineups:
Bangladesh: Tanzid Hasan, Litton Das, Najmul Hossain Shanto (captain), Towhid Hridoy, Shakib Al Hasan, Mahmudullah, Jaker Ali, Rishad Hossain, Tanzim Hasan, Taskin Ahmed Mustafizur Rahman.
Netherlands: Michael Levitt, Max O'Dowd, Vikramjit Singh, Sybrand Engelbrecht, Scott Edwards (captain), Bas de Leede, Logan van Beek, Tim Pringle, Aryan Dutt, Paul van Meekeren, Vivian Kingma.
___
AP cricket: https://apnews.com/hub/cricket
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A street in The Hague gets an all-encompassing orange facelift for Euro 2024

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: A women walks past inflatable soccer balls, orange tarp, orange bunting, and Dutch national flags as she walks along Marktweg street in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday June 13, 2024, one day ahead of the start of the Euro 2024 Soccer Championship. The Marktweg is one of several streets in the Netherlands that get an all-encompassing orange facelift during European Championships and World Cups when the national team, known as Oranje after the Dutch royal family and the color of their shirts, are playing. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)]
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[image: Inflatable soccer balls, orange tarp, orange bunting, and Dutch national flags decorate Marktweg street in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday June 13, 2024, one day ahead of the start of the Euro 2024 Soccer Championship. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)]
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[image: Orange tarp, orange bunting, and Dutch national flags decorate Marktweg street in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday June 13, 2024, one day ahead of the start of the Euro 2024 Soccer Championship. The Marktweg is one of several streets in the Netherlands that get an all-encompassing orange facelift during European Championships and World Cups when the national team, known as Oranje after the Dutch royal family and the color of their shirts, are playing. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)]
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[image: Even the mailboxes are adorned with the Dutch lion on Marktweg street, which is covered in orange tarp, orange bunting, and Dutch national flags in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday June 13, 2024, one day ahead of the start of the Euro 2024 Soccer Championship. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)]
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[image: A woman walks past orange tarp, orange bunting, and Dutch national flags decorating Marktweg street in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday June 13, 2024, one day ahead of the start of the Euro 2024 Soccer Championship. The Marktweg is one of several streets in the Netherlands that get an all-encompassing orange facelift during European Championships and World Cups when the national team, known as Oranje after the Dutch royal family and the color of their shirts, are playing. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 18 | A woman walks past orange tarp, orange bunting, and Dutch national flags decorating Marktweg street in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday June 13, 2024, one day ahead of the start of the Euro 2024 Soccer Championship. The Marktweg is one of several streets in the Netherlands that get an all-encompassing orange facelift during European Championships and World Cups when the national team, known as Oranje after the Dutch royal family and the color of their shirts, are playing. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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A woman walks past orange tarp, orange bunting, and Dutch national flags decorating Marktweg street in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday June 13, 2024, one day ahead of the start of the Euro 2024 Soccer Championship. The Marktweg is one of several streets in the Netherlands that get an all-encompassing orange facelift during European Championships and World Cups when the national team, known as Oranje after the Dutch royal family and the color of their shirts, are playing. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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[image: Orange tarp, orange bunting, and Dutch national flags are reflected un a car windscreen as they decorate Marktweg street in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday June 13, 2024, one day ahead of the start of the Euro 2024 Soccer Championship. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 18 | Orange tarp, orange bunting, and Dutch national flags are reflected un a car windscreen as they decorate Marktweg street in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday June 13, 2024, one day ahead of the start of the Euro 2024 Soccer Championship. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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Orange tarp, orange bunting, and Dutch national flags are reflected un a car windscreen as they decorate Marktweg street in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday June 13, 2024, one day ahead of the start of the Euro 2024 Soccer Championship. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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[image: Even two underground garbage containers are covered in orange tarp, as more orange bunting, and Dutch national flags decorate Marktweg street in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday June 13, 2024, one day ahead of the start of the Euro 2024 Soccer Championship. The Marktweg is one of several streets in the Netherlands that get an all-encompassing orange facelift during European Championships and World Cups when the national team, known as Oranje after the Dutch royal family and the color of their shirts, are playing. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 18 | Even two underground garbage containers are covered in orange tarp, as more orange bunting, and Dutch national flags decorate Marktweg street in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday June 13, 2024, one day ahead of the start of the Euro 2024 Soccer Championship. The Marktweg is one of several streets in the Netherlands that get an all-encompassing orange facelift during European Championships and World Cups when the national team, known as Oranje after the Dutch royal family and the color of their shirts, are playing. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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Even two underground garbage containers are covered in orange tarp, as more orange bunting, and Dutch national flags decorate Marktweg street in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday June 13, 2024, one day ahead of the start of the Euro 2024 Soccer Championship. The Marktweg is one of several streets in the Netherlands that get an all-encompassing orange facelift during European Championships and World Cups when the national team, known as Oranje after the Dutch royal family and the color of their shirts, are playing. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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[image: Orange tarp, orange bunting, and Dutch national flags decorate a window in Marktweg street in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday June 13, 2024, one day ahead of the start of the Euro 2024 Soccer Championship. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 18 | Orange tarp, orange bunting, and Dutch national flags decorate a window in Marktweg street in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday June 13, 2024, one day ahead of the start of the Euro 2024 Soccer Championship. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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Orange tarp, orange bunting, and Dutch national flags decorate a window in Marktweg street in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday June 13, 2024, one day ahead of the start of the Euro 2024 Soccer Championship. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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[image: Orange tarp, orange bunting, and Dutch national flags decorate Marktweg street in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday June 13, 2024, one day ahead of the start of the Euro 2024 Soccer Championship. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 18 | Orange tarp, orange bunting, and Dutch national flags decorate Marktweg street in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday June 13, 2024, one day ahead of the start of the Euro 2024 Soccer Championship. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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Orange tarp, orange bunting, and Dutch national flags decorate Marktweg street in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday June 13, 2024, one day ahead of the start of the Euro 2024 Soccer Championship. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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[image: Volunteers carry inflatable soccer balls as orange tarp, orange bunting, and Dutch national flags decorate Marktweg street in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday June 13, 2024, one day ahead of the start of the Euro 2024 Soccer Championship. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 18 | Volunteers carry inflatable soccer balls as orange tarp, orange bunting, and Dutch national flags decorate Marktweg street in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday June 13, 2024, one day ahead of the start of the Euro 2024 Soccer Championship. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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Volunteers carry inflatable soccer balls as orange tarp, orange bunting, and Dutch national flags decorate Marktweg street in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday June 13, 2024, one day ahead of the start of the Euro 2024 Soccer Championship. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Some fans covered their garden and installed a screen to watch soccer matches as orange tarp, orange bunting, and Dutch national flags decorate Marktweg street in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday June 13, 2024, one day ahead of the start of the Euro 2024 Soccer Championship. The Marktweg is one of several streets in the Netherlands that get an all-encompassing orange facelift during European Championships and World Cups when the national team, known as Oranje after the Dutch royal family and the color of their shirts, are playing. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 18 | Some fans covered their garden and installed a screen to watch soccer matches as orange tarp, orange bunting, and Dutch national flags decorate Marktweg street in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday June 13, 2024, one day ahead of the start of the Euro 2024 Soccer Championship. The Marktweg is one of several streets in the Netherlands that get an all-encompassing orange facelift during European Championships and World Cups when the national team, known as Oranje after the Dutch royal family and the color of their shirts, are playing. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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Some fans covered their garden and installed a screen to watch soccer matches as orange tarp, orange bunting, and Dutch national flags decorate Marktweg street in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday June 13, 2024, one day ahead of the start of the Euro 2024 Soccer Championship. The Marktweg is one of several streets in the Netherlands that get an all-encompassing orange facelift during European Championships and World Cups when the national team, known as Oranje after the Dutch royal family and the color of their shirts, are playing. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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[image: Volunteers carry inflatable soccer balls as orange tarp, orange bunting, and Dutch national flags decorate Marktweg street in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday June 13, 2024, one day ahead of the start of the Euro 2024 Soccer Championship. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 18 | Volunteers carry inflatable soccer balls as orange tarp, orange bunting, and Dutch national flags decorate Marktweg street in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday June 13, 2024, one day ahead of the start of the Euro 2024 Soccer Championship. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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Volunteers carry inflatable soccer balls as orange tarp, orange bunting, and Dutch national flags decorate Marktweg street in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday June 13, 2024, one day ahead of the start of the Euro 2024 Soccer Championship. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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[image: A municipal worker cleans up as orange tarp, orange bunting, and Dutch national flags decorate Marktweg street in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday June 13, 2024, one day ahead of the start of the Euro 2024 Soccer Championship. The Marktweg is one of several streets in the Netherlands that get an all-encompassing orange facelift during European Championships and World Cups when the national team, known as Oranje after the Dutch royal family and the color of their shirts, are playing. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 18 | A municipal worker cleans up as orange tarp, orange bunting, and Dutch national flags decorate Marktweg street in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday June 13, 2024, one day ahead of the start of the Euro 2024 Soccer Championship. The Marktweg is one of several streets in the Netherlands that get an all-encompassing orange facelift during European Championships and World Cups when the national team, known as Oranje after the Dutch royal family and the color of their shirts, are playing. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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A municipal worker cleans up as orange tarp, orange bunting, and Dutch national flags decorate Marktweg street in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday June 13, 2024, one day ahead of the start of the Euro 2024 Soccer Championship. The Marktweg is one of several streets in the Netherlands that get an all-encompassing orange facelift during European Championships and World Cups when the national team, known as Oranje after the Dutch royal family and the color of their shirts, are playing. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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[image: Some fans covered their garden and installed a screen to watch soccer matches as orange tarp, orange bunting, and Dutch national flags decorate Marktweg street in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday June 13, 2024, one day ahead of the start of the Euro 2024 Soccer Championship. The Marktweg is one of several streets in the Netherlands that get an all-encompassing orange facelift during European Championships and World Cups when the national team, known as Oranje after the Dutch royal family and the color of their shirts, are playing. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 18 | Some fans covered their garden and installed a screen to watch soccer matches as orange tarp, orange bunting, and Dutch national flags decorate Marktweg street in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday June 13, 2024, one day ahead of the start of the Euro 2024 Soccer Championship. The Marktweg is one of several streets in the Netherlands that get an all-encompassing orange facelift during European Championships and World Cups when the national team, known as Oranje after the Dutch royal family and the color of their shirts, are playing. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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Some fans covered their garden and installed a screen to watch soccer matches as orange tarp, orange bunting, and Dutch national flags decorate Marktweg street in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday June 13, 2024, one day ahead of the start of the Euro 2024 Soccer Championship. The Marktweg is one of several streets in the Netherlands that get an all-encompassing orange facelift during European Championships and World Cups when the national team, known as Oranje after the Dutch royal family and the color of their shirts, are playing. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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[image: Macho Vink, a 35-year-old truck driver volunteered to decorate Marktweg street with orange tarp, orange bunting, and Dutch national flags in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday June 13, 2024, one day ahead of the start of the Euro 2024 Soccer Championship. The Marktweg is one of several streets in the Netherlands that get an all-encompassing orange facelift during European Championships and World Cups when the national team, known as Oranje after the Dutch royal family and the color of their shirts, are playing. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 18 | Macho Vink, a 35-year-old truck driver volunteered to decorate Marktweg street with orange tarp, orange bunting, and Dutch national flags in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday June 13, 2024, one day ahead of the start of the Euro 2024 Soccer Championship. The Marktweg is one of several streets in the Netherlands that get an all-encompassing orange facelift during European Championships and World Cups when the national team, known as Oranje after the Dutch royal family and the color of their shirts, are playing. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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Macho Vink, a 35-year-old truck driver volunteered to decorate Marktweg street with orange tarp, orange bunting, and Dutch national flags in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday June 13, 2024, one day ahead of the start of the Euro 2024 Soccer Championship. The Marktweg is one of several streets in the Netherlands that get an all-encompassing orange facelift during European Championships and World Cups when the national team, known as Oranje after the Dutch royal family and the color of their shirts, are playing. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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[image: Orange tarp, orange bunting, and Dutch national flags decorate Marktweg street in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday June 13, 2024, one day ahead of the start of the Euro 2024 Soccer Championship. The Marktweg is one of several streets in the Netherlands that get an all-encompassing orange facelift during European Championships and World Cups when the national team, known as Oranje after the Dutch royal family and the color of their shirts, are playing. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 18 | Orange tarp, orange bunting, and Dutch national flags decorate Marktweg street in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday June 13, 2024, one day ahead of the start of the Euro 2024 Soccer Championship. The Marktweg is one of several streets in the Netherlands that get an all-encompassing orange facelift during European Championships and World Cups when the national team, known as Oranje after the Dutch royal family and the color of their shirts, are playing. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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Orange tarp, orange bunting, and Dutch national flags decorate Marktweg street in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday June 13, 2024, one day ahead of the start of the Euro 2024 Soccer Championship. The Marktweg is one of several streets in the Netherlands that get an all-encompassing orange facelift during European Championships and World Cups when the national team, known as Oranje after the Dutch royal family and the color of their shirts, are playing. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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[image: Municipal workers take a break in a staircase as orange tarp, orange bunting, and Dutch national flags decorate Marktweg street in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday June 13, 2024, one day ahead of the start of the Euro 2024 Soccer Championship. The Marktweg is one of several streets in the Netherlands that get an all-encompassing orange facelift during European Championships and World Cups when the national team, known as Oranje after the Dutch royal family and the color of their shirts, are playing. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 18 | Municipal workers take a break in a staircase as orange tarp, orange bunting, and Dutch national flags decorate Marktweg street in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday June 13, 2024, one day ahead of the start of the Euro 2024 Soccer Championship. The Marktweg is one of several streets in the Netherlands that get an all-encompassing orange facelift during European Championships and World Cups when the national team, known as Oranje after the Dutch royal family and the color of their shirts, are playing. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    17 of 18
Municipal workers take a break in a staircase as orange tarp, orange bunting, and Dutch national flags decorate Marktweg street in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday June 13, 2024, one day ahead of the start of the Euro 2024 Soccer Championship. The Marktweg is one of several streets in the Netherlands that get an all-encompassing orange facelift during European Championships and World Cups when the national team, known as Oranje after the Dutch royal family and the color of their shirts, are playing. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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[image: Orange tarp, orange bunting, and Dutch national flags decorate Marktweg street in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday June 13, 2024, one day ahead of the start of the Euro 2024 Soccer Championship. The Marktweg is one of several streets in the Netherlands that get an all-encompassing orange facelift during European Championships and World Cups when the national team, known as Oranje after the Dutch royal family and the color of their shirts, are playing. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 18 | Orange tarp, orange bunting, and Dutch national flags decorate Marktweg street in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday June 13, 2024, one day ahead of the start of the Euro 2024 Soccer Championship. The Marktweg is one of several streets in the Netherlands that get an all-encompassing orange facelift during European Championships and World Cups when the national team, known as Oranje after the Dutch royal family and the color of their shirts, are playing. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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Orange tarp, orange bunting, and Dutch national flags decorate Marktweg street in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday June 13, 2024, one day ahead of the start of the Euro 2024 Soccer Championship. The Marktweg is one of several streets in the Netherlands that get an all-encompassing orange facelift during European Championships and World Cups when the national team, known as Oranje after the Dutch royal family and the color of their shirts, are playing. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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                                        THE HAGUE, Netherlands (AP) -- The fluttering of 64 kilometers (40 miles) of orange bunting and a hammer driving a nail into a wall to hold up orange tarps are the sounds of a Dutch summer of soccer in a normally drab suburban street in The Hague.
The Marktweg is one of several streets in the Netherlands that get an all-encompassing orange facelift during European Championships and World Cups when the national team -- known as Oranje after the Dutch royal family and the color of their shirts -- are looking to add to the Euro it won 36 years ago.
For two months leading up to Euro 2024 that starts on Friday in Germany, a dedicated team of up to 10 volunteers -- more in the weekends -- has been decorating their street, creating not just an orange overload, but also a sense of community.
Houses are plastered with orange tarps and banners, street lights and trees are wrapped in orange, garbage containers are -- you guessed it -- orange, while litter bins are red, white and blue, the equally patriotic colors of the Dutch flag.

    


Even a crew of municipal workers fits in, decked out in uniforms of orange high-visibility clothes.




Macho Vink, a 35-year-old truck driver, is on a cherry picker banging nails into the walls of houses to secure tarps that cover the entire length of the street.
"It's time for a big party," he said. "Get some positivity back," he added as the driver of a passing car tooted his horn and gave a thumbs up.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The decorations appeared in the street for the first time during Euro 1988 -- where the Netherlands won its only major soccer tournament -- in West Germany.
Danny van Dijk, one of the driving forces behind the decorations, said it's been getting bigger and better ever since, with sponsorship from local businesses now helping to foot the bill.
"It started as a joke -- hang a ball sprayed with text in a tree," Van Dijk told The Associated Press.

    


But the ball idea quickly snowballed into what has become arguably the orangest place on the planet, though some other equally lavishly decorated Dutch streets also seek to lay claim to that honor.
"The neighbors liked it, we liked it and now every two years we're up in the scaffolding and cherry pickers to decorate the street," Van Dijk said.
The decorations draw visitors to the street but also allow neighbors to get to know one another.
"You meet other people, have a chat. The children like it, the people like it. It really brings people together," he added.
And once the tournament ends for the Dutch team -- Van Dijk is hoping this year it will be with captain Virgil van Dijk, no relation, lifting the trophy -- the team of decorators gets back to work in the Marktweg.
"We wait for two or three days to recover from the hangover," he said. "Then with 10 men we take down everything. You come back and it's all gone."
___
AP Euro 2024: https://apnews.com/hub/euro-2024

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/euro-netherlands-orange-street-13c93ec520bea74808c3809aba52909e
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Expanded Club World Cup in 2025 faces legal challenge by players' unions

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - FIFA President Gianni Infantino walks on the stage before the start of the 69th FIFA congress in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2019. FIFA was facing more opposition to its newly-expanded Club World Cup in America on Thursday, June 13, 2024 after World players' union FIFPRO said a legal claim had been submitted against the decision to create the tournament. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - FIFA President Gianni Infantino walks on the stage before the start of the 69th FIFA congress in Paris, Wednesday, June 5, 2019. FIFA was facing more opposition to its newly-expanded Club World Cup in America on Thursday, June 13, 2024 after World players' union FIFPRO said a legal claim had been submitted against the decision to create the tournament. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino, File)
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                                        DUSSELDORF, Germany (AP) -- Soccer players' unions legally challenged FIFA on Thursday for expanding the Club World Cup.
The 32-team event, up from seven, is slated for June-July 2025 in the United States despite world players' union FIFPRO raising concerns about the increasing physical and mental demands on players.
FIFPRO's European arm said member unions in England and France filed a claim against FIFA at the Brussels Court of Commerce, and challenged FIFA's "decisions to unilaterally set the international match calendar."
The English Professional Footballers' Association said the case would "challenge the structure of football's broken calendar and enforce the rights of players to take protected breaks."
The Brussels court is being asked to refer the case to the European Court of Justice.
"Players and their unions have consistently highlighted the current football calendar as overloaded and unworkable," FIFPRO Europe said in a statement. 

    


FIFA revealed details of its expanded Club World Cup in December. FIFPRO quickly opposed the plans, which it said showed a "lack of consideration for the mental and physical health of participating players, as well as a disregard for their personal and family lives."




FIFPRO said unions believe decisions like the expanded Club World Cup "violate the rights of players and their unions."
FIFA said the timing of the month-long tournament, during the offseason for many major leagues around the world, would ensure sufficient rest for players.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

That assertion is disputed. 
"Once preparation periods and travel are included, the tournament is likely to create up to six weeks of additional work to be added to an already crowded schedule," FIFPRO Europe said. "The role of FIFPRO Europe and its members is not to favor or oppose one competition over another. However, in the wider context of the global football calendar, the new FIFA Club World Cup is seen by players and unions as representing a tipping point."

    


FIFA says the international match calendar is published after consultation with the relevant stakeholders.
Staging the Club World Cup in 2025 means top players face three straight years of major competitions during the usual offseason, given the European Championship and Copa America are being staged this year and the next World Cup is in 2026.
"Since all attempts at dialogue have failed, it is now up to us to ensure that the fundamental rights of players are fully respected by taking the matter to the European courts and thus to the ECJ," FIFPRO Europe president David Terrier said. "It's not a question of stigmatising a particular competition, but of denouncing both the underlying problem and the straw that broke the camel's back."
Despite the opposition of FIFPRO, the European Clubs Association has said the Club World Cup was "fantastic news for club football in general."
The Associated Press contact FIFA for comment.
___
James Robson is at https://twitter.com/jamesalanrobson
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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Historically Black Coconut Grove in Miami nurtured young athletes. Now that legacy is under threat

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A historically Black neighborhood of Miami that nurtured generations of accomplished athletes is under threat by rising costs and gentrification pressures. (AP video by Daniel Kozin)
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    [image: Anthony Witherspoon stands in the Coconut Grove Sports Hall of Fame in the Miami neighborhood of west Coconut Grove, Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024. The majority-Black neighborhood -- known by names such as West Grove, Black Grove, or even Little Bahamas, in a nod to its Bahamian roots -- has nurtured the early careers of numerous notable sports figures. Witherspoon founded the Hall of Fame as a way to keep that legacy alive. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)]
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[image: Anthony Witherspoon stands in the Coconut Grove Sports Hall of Fame in the Miami neighborhood of west Coconut Grove, Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024. Witherspoon, known as ]
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[image: Gerald Alexander Tinker, a gold medal winner in the 1972 Olympics, and former NFL player, stands in the Coconut Grove Sports Hall of Fame in the Miami neighborhood of west Coconut Grove, Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024. The majority-Black neighborhood -- known by names such as West Grove, Black Grove, or even Little Bahamas, in a nod to its Bahamian roots -- has nurtured the early careers of numerous notable sports figures. Today, few remnants of that proud Black heritage exist. Years of economic neglect followed by recent gentrification have wiped out much of the neighborhood's cultural backbone. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)]
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[image: A football with the name of George Washington Carver School is displayed in the Coconut Grove Sports Hall of Fame in the Miami neighborhood of west Coconut Grove, Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024. The majority-Black neighborhood -- known by names such as West Grove, Black Grove, or even Little Bahamas, in a nod to its Bahamian roots -- has nurtured the early careers of numerous notable sports figures, from Olympic Gold medalists to NFL Hall of Famers like Frank Gore and Amari Cooper, as well as housed successful Black business owners and stalwarts who played a vital role in city's history and culture. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)]
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[image: A street sign marks the Miami neighborhood of Coconut Grove, Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024. The majority-Black neighborhood -- known by names such as West Grove, Black Grove, or even Little Bahamas, in a nod to its Bahamian roots -- has nurtured the early careers of numerous notable sports figures. Years of economic neglect followed by recent gentrification have wiped out much of the neighborhood's cultural backbone. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)]
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[image: Resident Charles Gibson stands next to a plaque commemorating the Bahamian roots of the Miami neighborhood of west Coconut Grove, Friday, April 5, 2024. The majority-Black neighborhood -- known by names such as West Grove, Black Grove, or even Little Bahamas, in a nod to its Bahamian roots -- has nurtured the early careers of numerous notable sports figures, from Olympic Gold medalists to NFL Hall of Famers like Frank Gore and Amari Cooper, as well as housed successful Black business owners and stalwarts who played a vital role in city's history and culture. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)]
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[image: People cross a main intersection in the Miami neighborhood of west Coconut Grove, Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024. Sports was its heartbeat. It nurtured the early careers of Olympic gold medalists and football stars like Cooper, national champions and future football Hall of Famers like Gore, all of whom trace their first sports memories to this close-knit community. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)]
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[image: A building with a local barbershop is cordoned off before being torn down in the Miami neighborhood of west Coconut Grove, Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024. Historically Black west Coconut Grove is a majority Black neighborhood hidden among some of the most affluent areas in Miami that once boomed with sports and economics. Today, few remnants of that proud Black heritage exist. . (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)]
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[image: Vacant apartments are fenced off in the Miami neighborhood of west Coconut Grove, Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024. The majority-Black neighborhood -- known by names such as West Grove, Black Grove, or even Little Bahamas, in a nod to its Bahamian roots -- has nurtured the early careers of numerous notable sports figures. Today, few remnants of that proud Black heritage exist. Years of economic neglect followed by recent gentrification have wiped out much of the neighborhood's cultural backbone. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 14 | Vacant apartments are fenced off in the Miami neighborhood of west Coconut Grove, Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024. The majority-Black neighborhood -- known by names such as West Grove, Black Grove, or even Little Bahamas, in a nod to its Bahamian roots -- has nurtured the early careers of numerous notable sports figures. Today, few remnants of that proud Black heritage exist. Years of economic neglect followed by recent gentrification have wiped out much of the neighborhood's cultural backbone. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 14
Vacant apartments are fenced off in the Miami neighborhood of west Coconut Grove, Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024. The majority-Black neighborhood -- known by names such as West Grove, Black Grove, or even Little Bahamas, in a nod to its Bahamian roots -- has nurtured the early careers of numerous notable sports figures. Today, few remnants of that proud Black heritage exist. Years of economic neglect followed by recent gentrification have wiped out much of the neighborhood's cultural backbone. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)
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[image: A new home is under construction in the Miami neighborhood of Coconut Grove, Friday, April 5, 2024. Historically Black West Coconut Grove is a majority Black neighborhood hidden among some of the most affluent areas in Miami that once boomed with sports and economics. Today, few remnants of that proud Black heritage exist. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)]
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[image: People walk to historic shotgun-style homes in Coral Gables, Fla., bordering the neighborhood of west Coconut Grove, Friday, April 5, 2024. Historically Black West Coconut Grove is a majority Black neighborhood hidden among some of the most affluent areas in Miami that once boomed with sports and economics. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)]
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[image: A person walks past an empty building, which housed the once popular entertainment spot the Tiki Club, in the Miami neighborhood of west Coconut Grove, Friday, April 5, 2024. Historically Black West Coconut Grove is a majority Black neighborhood hidden among some of the most affluent areas in Miami that once boomed with sports and economics. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)]
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[image: A sign advertises a vacant lot for sale in the Miami neighborhood of west Coconut Grove, Friday, April 5, 2024. The majority-Black neighborhood -- known by names such as West Grove, Black Grove, or even Little Bahamas, in a nod to its Bahamian roots -- has nurtured the early careers of numerous notable sports figures, from Olympic Gold medalists to NFL Hall of Famers like Frank Gore and Amari Cooper, as well as housed successful Black business owners and stalwarts who played a vital role in city's history and culture. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)]
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[image: The historic ACE theatre sits vacant in the Miami neighborhood of west Coconut Grove, Friday, April 5, 2024. West Coconut Grove once was a vital majority-Black neighborhood hidden among some of the most affluent areas in Miami that boomed with family businesses, local hangouts and sporting events. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)]
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                                        MIAMI (AP) -- Amari Cooper's football jersey hangs in the Coconut Grove Sports Hall of Fame. So does Frank Gore's, alongside tributes to Negro League baseball player Jim Colzie and football coach Traz Powell, whose name adorns perhaps the most revered high school football stadium in talent-rich South Florida.
They represent West Coconut Grove when it was a vital majority-Black neighborhood hidden among some of the most affluent areas in Miami that boomed with family businesses, local hangouts and sporting events. Some call it West Grove, Black Grove or Little Bahamas in a nod to its roots. Most just call it The Grove -- a place steeped in cultural history transformed by the decades.
"When you talk about what is The Grove, you're talking about true history of South Florida," said Charles Gibson, grandson of one of the first Black members of the Miami City Commission, Theodore Gibson.

    


Sports was its heartbeat. It nurtured the early careers of Olympic gold medalists and football stars like Cooper, national champions and future football Hall of Famers like Gore, all of whom trace their first sports memories to this close-knit community.




Today, few remnants of that proud Black heritage exist. Years of economic neglect followed by recent gentrification have wiped out much of the neighborhood's cultural backbone. Robust youth leagues and sports programs have dwindled. Now, the community that once created an environment for young athletes to succeed -- a trusted neighbor watching out for a young football player on his walk to practice, a respected coach instilling discipline and persistence in a future track star -- is at risk of extinction.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I think in two or three years, if something's not done, Black Grove is going to be totally eradicated," said Anthony Witherspoon, a West Grove native and founder of the Coconut Grove Sports Hall of Fame.

    


Witherspoon, known as "Spoon" by everyone in town, is a former college basketball player and coach who returned to West Grove in 2015 after nearly 30 years in Atlanta and found a neighborhood far different from the one that raised him.
Witherspoon recalled the late 1970s, when he would walk down the aptly named Grand Avenue -- once the economic epicenter of West Grove -- after a Friday night high school football game, grab dinner at a local mom-and-pop place and hang out at the popular Tikki Club.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Historically Black Coconut Grove in Miami nurtured young athletes. Now that legacy is under threat
    

    
    
    AP Washington correspondent Sagar Meghani reports residents of a sport-rich historically black Miami neighborhood are pushing back against threats to its heritage.

    

The neighborhood's earlier generations died, many of their families moved elsewhere and disinvestment led to poverty and neglect. Then redevelopment moved in, replacing longtime locals with non-Black newcomers. The mom-and-pops are largely gone. So is the Tikki Club, now an empty building, its last bit of vibrancy the Bahamian-inspired colors lingering on its walls. 
"I was here. I lived in the community. I felt the impact of sports," Witherspoon said. "I came back from Atlanta, Georgia, and I ran into the gentrification. And this was in the back of my mind: We still need to preserve this history."
Witherspoon founded the Hall of Fame as a way to keep that legacy alive. A time capsule of about 90 athletes and coaches from the area, it starts with figures like Colzie, a World War II veteran who played baseball for the Indianapolis Clowns of the Negro Leagues, and continues with the former pro running back Gore and Cooper, a receiver with the Cleveland Browns.

    


"Coconut Grove is the nesting place for all of us athletes from this neighborhood," said Gerald Tinker, a West Grove native who won a gold medal at the 1972 Olympics as a member of the U.S. 4x100 meter relay team. "They would always expect us to be just as good (as earlier generations), and just as humble as well. And it's always been that way."
The community's reputation for athletics was birthed at George Washington Carver High School, a segregated Black school. Carver was a football powerhouse in the 1950s and 1960s, winning five state championships under Powell, who helped shape the landscape of Miami's high school sports scene.
Harold Cole, a former coach and athletic director at nearby Coral Gables High School who was inducted into the Hall of Fame in 2019, said Powell's influence has lasted generations. 

    


"He was a coach; he was a mentor," Cole said. "He was responsible for so many of the athletes that have come out of Coconut Grove."
Cole said West Grove still has youth sports programs, but since many families have moved out and kids have dispersed to other school districts, "it isn't quite the same."
Integration in the 1970s forced Carver to close. It's a middle school now, located in the wealthy nearby town of Coral Gables.
"That division broke the fabric of the community to a degree in the '80s," Witherspoon said.
Nichelle Haymore's family hopes to preserve some of the old neighborhood by reopening the Ace Theater, a popular spot for Black residents during the Jim Crow era. Haymore's great-grandfather, businessman Harvey Wallace Sr., bought the theater on Grand Avenue in the 1970s. Born in West Grove, Haymore spent years in Texas before moving back in 2007 to help maintain the theater.

    


"The feel of the neighborhood is different," Haymore said. "Neighbors who may have looked out for your house in the beginning, they don't say hello, they don't speak. People walk their dogs in your yard. That neighborly respect is different because the neighborhood is different."
Shotgun-style homes belonging to Black residents have been torn down for sleek, boxy estates -- called ice cubes by some -- and condominiums far too expensive for the middle-class people that built the community. Abandoned, boarded-up buildings sit where landmarks used to draw crowds. Giant real estate advertisements are plastered on the fences of vacant lots. 
"They're knocking down homes that's been in people's families for years and they're building townhomes," said Denzel Perryman, a Coconut Grove native and former University of Miami star who is a linebacker for the Los Angeles Chargers. "So, it does affect the community because some kids who are from there, they end up going to different places, different parks because they don't live in the Coconut Grove area."
Perryman, who lived in Miami's historic Black neighborhood of Overtown as a kid, spent most of his time in West Grove playing football at Armbrister Park or participating in the many after-school activities the community had to offer.
Some still exist today. Perryman watched his childhood football team, the Coconut Grove Cowboys, win a Pop Warner championship in December. Youth teams still hold practices at Armbrister Park, though some of them look different from teams of years past.
"It's unfortunate because you lose so much, the character," said Gibson, a football and lacrosse coach. "There's certain things in a community that has family ties to it. When you lose that, I think that it's a sadness."
Gibson is determined, like many other residents, to foster the same family environment that nurtured him.
"You can't put a dollar sign on saying, 'Go to grandma's house. She (lives) next door,'" Gibson said. "You don't even have to look outside because you know that it's just 10 steps away and they're inside the house. How can you put a value on that?"
In The Grove, that is the question people are struggling to answer -- before it's too late.
___
AP sports: https://apnews.com/sports
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[image: Germany's national soccer team Antonio Rudiger answers journalists' questions in Herzogenaurach, Germany, Wednesday June 5, 2024, ahead of the European Championship tournament. (Federico Gambarini/dpa via AP)]
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[image: Scotland's Ryan Christie, right, attempts a shot on goal during an international friendly soccer match against Finland, at Hampden Park, Glasgow, Scotland, Friday June 7, 2024. (Steve Welsh//PA via AP)]
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[image: Scotland's Ryan Christie and Finland's Arttu Hoskonen battle for the ball , during an international friendly soccer match at Hampden Park, Glasgow, Scotland, Friday June 7, 2024. (Owen Humphreys/PA via AP)]
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[image: Germany's Thomas Muller, left, Pascal Gross, 2nd left, and goalkeeper Oliver Baumann, center, attend a training session in Freudenstadt, Germany, Wednesday June 12, 2024, ahead of the Euro 2024 European soccer Championships. (Christian Charisius/dpa via AP)]
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                                        MUNICH (AP) -- The sound of bagpipes, and men in kilts on the streets of Munich -- Scotland is in town and the excitement is ramping up ahead of the European Championship curtainraiser on Friday.
Host nation Germany plays Scotland at Allianz Arena in the opener of the month-long tournament.
The final is in Berlin on July 14 and Germany is even keener to get there after three straight fiascos at major tournaments that has forced its fans to readjust their expectations of the men's national team.
"We are not here just to say hello but we still have to be humble," Germany defender Antonio Rudiger said. "We don't have to talk about past tournaments, we all know what happened there.
"It's been up and down for us all the way here and that's why we have to be humble. The first match is very important and then we'll see what happens during the rest of the tournament."

    


A good first match and group stage would set off a new wave of excitement in Germany, even though scenes similar to when it brilliantly hosted the 2006 World Cup (and reached the semifinals) are hard to imagine in a changed political landscape.




While the Scots are out in droves in Munich, proudly wearing their team jerseys (many combined with kilts), there is hardly a sighting of a Germany shirt or flag. Political extremists are flourishing, anxiety pervades the country, and the national team has under-performed. It is understandable the home fans are going about their daily life in contrast to the partying visitors.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

While the Germans are bemused by their raucous Scottish counterparts, there should still be plenty of more colors on matchday.
"First and foremost, there's a lot of anticipation because it's a huge event," Germany coach Julian Nagelsmann said. "It's probably not just Europe, but the whole world that will be watching how the Euros will go ... we're really looking forward to it."

    


Germany went out at the group stage of both previous World Cups and was eliminated by England in the round of 16 at Euro 2021. But defeat to Scotland would be a shock, even though the Scots have improved a lot in recent years.
"It's going to be an amazing experience ... being part of that kind of opening ceremony," Scotland forward Ryan Christie said when asked about playing the opening match.
"Germany, an amazing team. All the international teams go through peaks and drops in form. But when these big tournaments come up, the big teams normally show up most of the time. So it will be a really tough game."
Hungary and Switzerland are also in Group A.
Having failed to reach the Euros from 2000-16, Scotland has qualified for back-to-back tournaments and the next aim is to reach the knockout stage for the first time.
"That's the dream," Christie said. "To everyone around Scotland, it would mean the world, a massive kind of footballing country. If we come out of the group stages, that's the furthest Scotland will have ever been in a major tournament.
"So, you know, it puts us down in history as the most successful Scottish team ever, and that's the kind of motivation right there. We've got a huge belief in ourselves, with this squad of players, that we can really do a lot of damage to other teams and hopefully do well when we go to these big tournaments."

    


Scotland showed during the qualifying campaign it can surprise, in beating Spain and Norway.
However, Scotland has won only one of its last 13 matches against Germany and that was more than 25 years ago, 1-0 in a friendly in April 1999.
Plus, Germany has another, rather more unusual motivation to win the trophy on its own turf.
Deniz Undav has said he will shave the head of fellow Germany forward Thomas Muller if the team becomes European champion.
"Thomas Muller bald? Then we have to do everything we can to make this happen. I don't think he will look so beautiful with a shaved head," defender Rudiger said with a laugh.
___
AP Euro 2024: https://apnews.com/hub/euro-2024
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Paulo Fonseca named AC Milan coach and tasked with challenging Serie A champ Inter

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Lille's head coach Paulo Fonseca gestures during the Europa Conference League round of 16 second leg soccer match between Lille and Sturm Graz, at the Pierre Mauroy stadium in Villeneuve d'Ascq, northern France, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Fonseca was hired as AC Milan's coach on Thursday, June 13, 2024, and charged with forming a more competitive challenge to city rival and Serie A champion Inter Milan. (AP Photo/Matthieu Mirville, File)]
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                                        MILAN (AP) -- Paulo Fonseca was hired as AC Milan's coach on Thursday and charged with forming a more competitive challenge to city rival and Serie A champion Inter Milan.
Fonseca, who signed a three-year contract, replaces Stefano Pioli, who left the club at the end of the recent season after a nearly five-year stint that included the 2022 Serie A title.
Milan finished second in Serie A last season but was a distant 19 points behind Inter. Milan was routed by Inter 5-1 in the derby in September and lost the second meeting 2-1 in April.
Under Pioli, Milan ended a seven-year absence from the Champions League in 2021 and reached the semifinals last year, losing to Inter.
This past season, Pioli's team failed to advance from a tough group that included Borussia Dortmund, which ended as runner-up, and Paris Saint-Germain. Milan then switched to the second-tier Europa League and was eliminated by Roma in the quarterfinals.
Fonseca coached Roma from 2019-21. The Portuguese manager's most recent job was at Lille, having gained attention for his performance at Shakhtar Donetsk from 2016-19.
___
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                                        MIAMI (AP) -- The U.S. sailors going to the Paris Olympics are looking for a comeback in the Mediterranean Sea off the coast of Marseille -- perhaps none more than veteran Stu McNay, returning for his fifth Olympics but competing in a new mixed-gender category.
The Rhode Island sailor made his Olympic debut in the Beijing Games in 2008, the last time the United States, once dominant in the sport, won a gold medal. He competed again in London in 2012, the United States' first shutout since the 1930s; in Rio in 2016, when the U.S. was limited to one bronze; and in 2021 in Tokyo, another shutout for the Americans, who watched the well-funded British team overtake them on the all-time sailing medals table.
"As an older person, you can bring grit and determination," McNay said after winning the team trials off Miami Beach, Florida, this year.

    


The father of two will turn 43 during the races in France, while cementing his place among the elite of the elite -- only 0.42% of Olympians in modern history have competed in five or more Games.
But McNay has been perfecting a new trick for these Olympics. The mixed-gender 470 is a dinghy that will feature a man and a woman for the first time, instead of two athletes of the same gender. 




Sailing keeps getting faster and more physical, with lighter, highly technical boats -- where every ounce of weight, and its distribution, makes a difference. So mixed-gender means rethinking every aspect of the racing, from the stiffness of the mast to communication concerns, sailors say.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Many teams default to the woman at the helm, a more strategic position that involves defining the course by constantly checking other boats and the compass, and the man trapezing as crew, for more power at the sails and more control on how the boat hits the waves.
That's the configuration for Britain's 470 team, which won silver at this year's world championships and also features an Olympics veteran in Chris Grube, who competed in the Rio and Tokyo Games, with Vita Heathcote at the helm.

    


But the current world champions are changing the dynamic; Spain's Jordi Xammar will be at the helm and Nora Brugman, a dual-citizen who campaigned to sail for the U.S. in the Tokyo Olympics, will be his crew.
"It's really an experience for life, that teaches you a lot as a person," said Xammar, who won a bronze medal in the men's 470 at the last Games. 
This summer, there will be four men's sailing categories, four women's, and two mixed; the 470 and the Nacra 17, a catamaran that became the first Olympic mixed-gender boat at the Rio Games. 
"It gives me the chills" that these Olympics will be the first allowing men and women sailors equal medal opportunities, said Lara Dallman-Weiss, 35, who competed in the women's 470 in the Tokyo Games and is going to be McNay's crew for Paris.
Dallman-Weiss is no stranger to grit, too, having learned to sail through snow and on ice on the lakes of her native Minnesota.
For both U.S. athletes, however, the most grueling impact of their long-term commitment to Olympic competition has been on family life.

    


After a week of neck-and-neck trial regattas started on a squally January day, McNay and Dallman-Weiss celebrated their win at the Miami Yacht Club with his wife and children, and her parents. That was a rare moment together, they said, since global competition puts them on planes to far-flung locales most of the year.
"Each day you're not with your family, you're missing precious moments," said McNay, whose two elementary school-age children can be quite "vocal" about how much they dislike dad leaving.
On her part, Dallman-Weiss has struggled with not being more present as her father fought with a cancer diagnosis or as her friends celebrated their newborns.
One baby she's met -- in fact, the 10-month-old boy was right there on shore in Miami waiting for the boats to be towed back into the bay at each day's end -- is the firstborn of her former women's 470 Olympic partner, Nikki Barnes.
Barnes, a 30-year-old from the U.S. Virgin Islands, was breastfeeding exclusively when she started her campaign for the 2024 team, and even though she didn't make it, she has started training for the 2028 Games in Los Angeles.

    


"It feels more equal than ever before," Barnes said of these Games, although she believes women sailors still feel more pressure to prove they belong.
According to a May report by World Sailing, the sport's global governing body, it's an upwind battle to true gender balance, with women representing only 18% of coaches and support staff for the world championships, for instance. 
As long as the focus isn't on stereotypes about each gender's different strengths, mixed events like the 470 promote equality by showing men and women working together for the medals, said Michele Donnelly, a professor of sports and gender at Brock University in Canada. 

    


And "being on the podium and hearing the national anthem" is the dream that makes it all worthwhile for McNay and Dallman-Weiss.
That, and the sheer pleasure they get when they hit the water, even though they've sailed for decades.
"The moment you're off the dock, big breath, life is good," Dallman-Weiss said.
Added McNay: "It's more fun than any waterpark could ever be."
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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Striker Sam Kerr staying with Chelsea for two more years to 2026

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Sam Kerr attends an NFL football game between the Tennessee Titans and the Baltimore Ravens at Tottenham Hotspur Stadium in London, Sunday, Oct. 15, 2023. Striker Kerr has signed a two-year contract extension with Chelsea, keeping her at the London club until 2026. Chelsea announced the new deal on its website Thursday. (AP Photo/Steve Luciano, File)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Striker Sam Kerr has signed a two-year contract extension with Chelsea, keeping her at the London club until 2026.
Chelsea announced the new deal on Thursday.
The 30-year-old Australian has won five consecutive Women's Super Leagues, three FA Cups and two League Cups. She has 99 goals in 128 games for Chelsea and has netted 69 for Australia.
"It's really exciting and a very proud moment for me. Having the opportunity to stay at a club like Chelsea means a lot to me," Kerr said. "I'm really excited to continue to push and to try to win trophies."
Kerr was an integral part of the club, Chelsea general manager Paul Green said. 
"Sam is a leader and one of the world's best strikers and goal-scorers," he said. "She has been very important to our success, and we look forward to welcoming her back from injury next season."
She sustained an anterior cruciate ligament injury in January during a warm-weather training camp with Chelsea in Morocco, and missed the rest of the season.
In March, Kerr pleaded not guilty to racially aggravated harassment of a police officer. She is set to face court next February.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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Hooligan fears shadow Euro 2024. German police are set for their biggest deployment ever

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A recent surge in violence around soccer games is contributing to alarm over security when Germany hosts the European Championship. Some 22,000 police officers will be on duty each day for the tournament in the largest deployment for the federal police. (AP video by Fanny Bodersen, Daniel Niemann, Pietro De Cristofaro, Ciaran Fahey/Production by Kerstin Sopke)
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    [image: FILE - Supporters of the Eintracht Frankfurt soccer team set a police car afire as they clash with police in Naples, southern Italy, March 15, 2023, where their team is about to play a Champions League, round of 16, second leg soccer match against Naples. A recent surge in violence around soccer games is contributing to alarm over security when Germany hosts the European Championship. Some 22,000 police officers will be on duty each day for the tournament. (AP Photo/Salvatore Laporta, File)]
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[image: FILE - Hundreds of German local state police and federal police practice tactics in preparation for the European Championship in the village of Stutzerbach, in Ilmenau, Germany, April 23, 2024. A recent surge in violence around soccer games is contributing to alarm over security when Germany hosts the European Championship. Some 22,000 police officers will be on duty each day for the tournament. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi, File)]
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[image: FILE - Soccer fans, most of them from Croatia, cover their faces as the police escort them from the General Police Directorate of Attica to court, in Athens, Greece, Aug. 13, 2023. A 29-year-old AEK Athens fan died from a stab wound, and ten others were injured when scores of Croatian supporters wielding wooden clubs and metal bats attacked bystanders outside AEK's Opap Arena on Monday. A recent surge in violence around soccer games is contributing to alarm over security when Germany hosts the European Championship. Some 22,000 police officers will be on duty each day for the tournament. (AP Photo/Michael Varaklas, File)]
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[image: FILE - Candles and flowers are placed at the location where a 29-year-old Greek soccer fan died after overnight clashes between rival supporters in Nea Philadelphia suburb, in Athens, Greece, Aug. 8, 2023. A recent surge in violence around soccer games is contributing to alarm over security when Germany hosts the European Championship. Some 22,000 police officers will be on duty each day for the tournament. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 7 | FILE - Candles and flowers are placed at the location where a 29-year-old Greek soccer fan died after overnight clashes between rival supporters in Nea Philadelphia suburb, in Athens, Greece, Aug. 8, 2023. A recent surge in violence around soccer games is contributing to alarm over security when Germany hosts the European Championship. Some 22,000 police officers will be on duty each day for the tournament. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 7
FILE - Candles and flowers are placed at the location where a 29-year-old Greek soccer fan died after overnight clashes between rival supporters in Nea Philadelphia suburb, in Athens, Greece, Aug. 8, 2023. A recent surge in violence around soccer games is contributing to alarm over security when Germany hosts the European Championship. Some 22,000 police officers will be on duty each day for the tournament. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      


            

        
    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            JEROME PUGMIRE and CIARAN FAHEY

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        BERLIN (AP) -- Clashes between weapon-wielding fans. Organized fights between hundreds of supporters. Late-night attacks. Life-threatening injuries.
A recent surge in violence around soccer games is contributing to concerns over security when Germany hosts the European Championship.
"We're readying for all imaginable dangers with high levels of deployment from all security authorities," said German interior minister Nancy Faeser, who added the country was preparing for all manner of threats, from hooligans, to terrorists, to cyber criminals. "The police will have a very visible presence."
Faeser's ministry confirmed some 22,000 police officers will be on duty each day for the tournament, with no vacations.
"For the federal police it's the largest deployment since it was founded in 1951," ministry spokesman Lars Harmsen told The Associated Press.

    


German police will be supported by police from countries participating in the tournament, and internal border controls have already been temporarily reintroduced.
A formidable challenge
Euro 2024 features matches in 10 cities, including four in the densely populated Rhine-Ruhr metropolitan region -- easily accessible from neighboring countries with some of the best rail links in Europe.




The tournament presents multiple opportunities for soccer-related violence, which has been increasing steadily around Europe since 2021. Last season, one fan in Greece and one in France were killed in fights. The season started and ended with attention-grabbing clashes and even saw intense soccer rivalries carried into other sports.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

British police in 2022 reported more arrests in any season since 2013-14, and in 2023 they reported issuing more banning orders than at any time since 2010-11, as well as an increase in arrests from the season before. In France, more than 100 police officers were injured in soccer-related incidents during the 2022-23 season. The violence continued last season with multiple incidents, including pre-arranged fights and coaches transporting fans being pelted with objects.

    


Among the recent incidents, rivals from Lyon and Paris Saint-Germain fought a pitched battle at a motorway stopoff before the French Cup final last month.
That same weekend, fans of Dutch club Utrecht clashed violently with police. One officer needed hospital treatment and others were treated at the scene.
Also that weekend, soccer rivalry spilled into EuroLeague basketball finals in Berlin with coordinated late-night attacks by Olympiakos fans and Serbian allies from Red Star Belgrade against supporters of Olympiakos' Greek rival Panathinaikos. Police arrived to find blood-covered men, with many injured from baseball bats and batons and one in a life-threatening condition. Red Star were not even playing at the tournament and arrived undetected.
Growing alliances
Alliances among hooligan firms are one of the hazards facing German authorities at Euro 2024. Cross-nation club rivalries carrying into the international scene make it harder to identify and control troublemakers.
Italian ultras from Atalanta joined Eintracht Frankfurt fans to fight Napoli supporters before a Champions League game. The Atalanta fans helped Eintracht fans circumvent a travel ban to enter Italy through a club ally in Calabria.

    


The season began with the death of a fan in Athens after heavy clashes between supporters of Greek club AEK and Croatian side Dinamo Zagreb before a Champions League qualifier. Dinamo fans were joined by supporters of Panathinaikos, a fierce rival of AEK, underlining dangerous alliances.
"Hooligan firms who are keen on fighting it out, they're much more organized than before," German soccer researcher and authorChristoph Wagner told the AP. "Red Star coming down with Olympiakos, that's the kind of thing people don't have on their monitors."
High-risk games
England's game against Serbia on June 16 in Gelsenkirchen stands out since both fan groups have a history of domestic and international violence.
Euro 2016 in France was marred by violence as Russian hooligans roamed Marseille attacking English fans. Many known English hooligans were absent because more than 2,000 were banned from traveling. But many of those bans will have elapsed before Euro 2024.

    


Gelsenkirchen's location in the Rhine-Ruhr region could be a factor. Fans staying in Cologne can reach Gelsenkirchen within an hour. Those staying in Dusseldorf, Wuppertal, Essen or Duisburg are even closer and could arrive by car.
British newspaper The Daily Telegraph, citing German police intelligence, reported Tuesday that up to 500 Serbian hooligans planned to arrive.
Other high-risk games involve Poland, Croatia, Romania, the Netherlands and the Czech Republic.
Hooligans from Poland are among Europe's most violent. Last November, police arrested 46 Legia Warsaw fans before a Europa Conference League game against Aston Villa. Four police were injured.

    


German groups, such as Eintracht Frankfurt or Schalke 04 from Gelsenkirchen, may look for confrontation when teams are playing in their city. 
Tensions with police
Rival hooligan groups have a common enemy - the police. Some 155 officers were injured in clashes with Dynamo Berlin and Energie Cottbus supporters last month. Most injuries were from tear gas, suggesting the police struggled to control the situation.
During the disturbances with Utrecht fans, police drove a van at fans to disperse them.
"You would think a police force with more powerful resources available should actually step back," Wagner said. He added that police are not always accountable and sometimes remove identification before going into clashes.
Avoiding police is easier fighting the night before games, or very early. In May, 200 Schalke and Hansa Rostock supporters fought before 6 a.m. in Gelsenkirchen.
Monetizing violence
Soccer violence seems to have its own market.
Some people filming fights post them online, and there are specialized social network sites dedicated to showing them.
There's also a hooligan video game. "Dive into the world of street football hooligans, epic battles," it promises.
Hooligans can buy a T-shirt with the logo "Euro 2024, Festival of Violence," while one Instagram account tracking hooligan fights pledges to report "events outside the stadium."
___
Pugmire reported from Paris.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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    [image: FILE - Italy's coach Roberto Mancini, front second left, celebrates with players in Rome, Monday, July 12, 2021, their victory at the Euro 2020 soccer championships in a final played at Wembley stadium in London on Sunday. The Euros kick off in Munich, Friday June 14, when host country Germany plays Scotland at Bayern Munich's Allianz Arena. The tournament begins with six groups of four teams. (Roberto Monaldo/ Lapresse via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Tournament mascot 'Albaert' poses for the media during the presentation of the European soccer championship 'EURO 2024' trophy at the Olympic Stadium in Berlin, Germany, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. The Euros kick off in Munich, Friday June 14, when host country Germany plays Scotland at Bayern Munich's Allianz Arena. The tournament begins with six groups of four teams. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber, File)]
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[image: FILE - The trophy is on display during the presentation of the European soccer championship 'EURO 2024' trophy at the Olympic Stadium in Berlin, Germany, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. The Euros kick off in Munich, Friday June 14, when host country Germany plays Scotland at Bayern Munich's Allianz Arena. The tournament begins with six groups of four teams. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber, File)]
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[image: FILE - Aerial view of the Munich Euro 2024 stadium in Munich, Germany, Friday, June 7, 2024. Munich will host six matches at the European soccer Championships. The Euros kick off in Munich, Friday June 14, when host country Germany plays Scotland at Bayern Munich's Allianz Arena. The tournament begins with six groups of four teams. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader, File)]
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[image: FILE - Inside view of the 'Allianz Arena' stadium prior to the German Bundesliga soccer match between FC Bayern Munich and Eintracht Frankfurt in Munich, Germany, April 27, 2024. The Euros kick off in Munich, Friday June 14, when host country Germany plays Scotland at Bayern Munich's Allianz Arena. The tournament begins with six groups of four teams. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader, File)]
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[image: FILE - In this Sunday, July 10, 2016 file photo, Portugal's Cristiano Ronaldo kisses the trophy at the end of the Euro 2016 final soccer match between Portugal and France at the Stade de France in Saint-Denis, north of Paris. The Euros kick off in Munich, Friday June 14, when host country Germany plays Scotland at Bayern Munich's Allianz Arena. The tournament begins with six groups of four teams. (AP Photo/Frank Augstein, File)]
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    [image: FILE - Italy's coach Roberto Mancini, front second left, celebrates with players in Rome, Monday, July 12, 2021, their victory at the Euro 2020 soccer championships in a final played at Wembley stadium in London on Sunday. The Euros kick off in Munich, Friday June 14, when host country Germany plays Scotland at Bayern Munich's Allianz Arena. The tournament begins with six groups of four teams. (Roberto Monaldo/ Lapresse via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Tournament mascot 'Albaert' poses for the media during the presentation of the European soccer championship 'EURO 2024' trophy at the Olympic Stadium in Berlin, Germany, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. The Euros kick off in Munich, Friday June 14, when host country Germany plays Scotland at Bayern Munich's Allianz Arena. The tournament begins with six groups of four teams. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber, File)]
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[image: FILE - The trophy is on display during the presentation of the European soccer championship 'EURO 2024' trophy at the Olympic Stadium in Berlin, Germany, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. The Euros kick off in Munich, Friday June 14, when host country Germany plays Scotland at Bayern Munich's Allianz Arena. The tournament begins with six groups of four teams. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber, File)]
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[image: FILE - Aerial view of the Munich Euro 2024 stadium in Munich, Germany, Friday, June 7, 2024. Munich will host six matches at the European soccer Championships. The Euros kick off in Munich, Friday June 14, when host country Germany plays Scotland at Bayern Munich's Allianz Arena. The tournament begins with six groups of four teams. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader, File)]
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[image: FILE - Inside view of the 'Allianz Arena' stadium prior to the German Bundesliga soccer match between FC Bayern Munich and Eintracht Frankfurt in Munich, Germany, April 27, 2024. The Euros kick off in Munich, Friday June 14, when host country Germany plays Scotland at Bayern Munich's Allianz Arena. The tournament begins with six groups of four teams. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader, File)]
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[image: FILE - In this Sunday, July 10, 2016 file photo, Portugal's Cristiano Ronaldo kisses the trophy at the end of the Euro 2016 final soccer match between Portugal and France at the Stade de France in Saint-Denis, north of Paris. The Euros kick off in Munich, Friday June 14, when host country Germany plays Scotland at Bayern Munich's Allianz Arena. The tournament begins with six groups of four teams. (AP Photo/Frank Augstein, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 6 | FILE - In this Sunday, July 10, 2016 file photo, Portugal's Cristiano Ronaldo kisses the trophy at the end of the Euro 2016 final soccer match between Portugal and France at the Stade de France in Saint-Denis, north of Paris. The Euros kick off in Munich, Friday June 14, when host country Germany plays Scotland at Bayern Munich's Allianz Arena. The tournament begins with six groups of four teams. (AP Photo/Frank Augstein, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 6
FILE - In this Sunday, July 10, 2016 file photo, Portugal's Cristiano Ronaldo kisses the trophy at the end of the Euro 2016 final soccer match between Portugal and France at the Stade de France in Saint-Denis, north of Paris. The Euros kick off in Munich, Friday June 14, when host country Germany plays Scotland at Bayern Munich's Allianz Arena. The tournament begins with six groups of four teams. (AP Photo/Frank Augstein, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        A guide to everything you need to know about the European Championship in Germany:
When does it start?
The Euros kick off on Friday when host Germany plays Scotland at the Munich Football Arena (better known as the Allianz Arena for Bayern Munich games). 
When is the final?
The final will be on July 14 at the Olympiastadion in Berlin.
Who is the favorite?
England and France are widely considered to be the favorites to lift the trophy. England has not won a major international tournament since the World Cup in 1966 but was a beaten finalist at the last Euros. France was a beaten finalist at the 2022 World Cup and is led by Kylian Mbappe, who has just joined Real Madrid and is widely considered to be the heir to Lionel Messi and Cristiano Ronaldo as the best player in the world. 
What is the format?
The tournament begins with six groups of four teams. The teams in each group play each other once, with three points for a win, one point for a draw and no points for a loss. The top two teams in each group, as well as the four best-performing third-place teams, will advance to the round of 16.

    


From the round of 16 the tournament becomes a straight knockout competition through the quarterfinals, semifinals and final to determine the champion.




Euro 2024 brackets
Group A: Germany, Scotland, Hungary, Switzerland
Group B: Spain, Croatia, Italy, Albania
Group C: Slovenia, Denmark, Serbia, England
Group D: Poland, Netherlands, Austria, France
Group E: Belgium, Slovakia, Romania, Ukraine

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Group F: Turkey, Georgia, Portugal, Czech Republic
Host stadiums and capacity
Olympiastadion Berlin (71,000)
Cologne Stadium (43,000) 
BVB Stadion Dortmund (62,000) 
Duesseldorf Arena (47,000) 
Frankfurt Arena (47,000) 
Arena AufSchalke, Gelsenkirchen (50,000) 
Volksparkstadion, Hamburg (49,000) 
Leipzig Stadium (40,000) 
Munich Football Arena (66,000) 
Stuttgart Arena (51,000)
Who is the defending champion?
Italy won the last Euros, which were staged in 2021 because the original tournament was postponed for a year because of the COVID-19 pandemic. Italy beat England in the final at Wembley Stadium in a penalty shootout.

    


Previous champions
Germany and Spain have won the Euros on three occasions. 
The only other multiple winners are Italy and France with two each. 
Cristiano Ronaldo records
The Portuguese great is competing in a record sixth European Championship. 
Going into the tournament he already holds the record for the most appearances at the Euros, with 25, and the most goals, with 14. 
The 39-year-old Ronaldo won the competition with Portugal in 2016. 
Ronaldo, who plays for Al-Nassr in Saudi Arabia, was an icon for Manchester United and Real Madrid. He won five Champions Leagues and the Ballon d'Or for the best player in the world on five occasions.
Why is Erling Haaland not playing?
Despite being one of the most prolific goal-scorers in world soccer, Manchester City striker Haaland could not fire his team, Norway, to the Euros. Norway also failed to qualify for the World Cup in 2022.
___
James Robson is at https://twitter.com/jamesalanrobson
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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                                        All Times EDT
	Northwest League				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Spokane (Colorado)	32	23	.582	--
	Eugene (San Francisco)	31	26	.544	2
	Hillsboro (Arizona)	29	28	.509	4
	Vancouver (Toronto) 	26	28	.481	51/2
	Everett (Seattle)	27	31	.466	61/2
	Tri-City (L.A. Angels)	24	33	.421	9

___
	Tuesday, June 11

Hillsboro 3, Tri-City 0
Eugene 11, Everett 2
Spokane 1, Vancouver 0
	Wednesday, June 12

Hillsboro 4, Tri-City 1
Everett 5, Eugene 1
Spokane 9, Vancouver 1
	Thursday, June 13

Tri-City at Hillsboro, 9:35 p.m.
Everett at Eugene, 9:35 p.m.
Spokane at Vancouver, 10:05 p.m.
	Friday, June 14

Spokane at Vancouver, 2, 4:05 p.m.
Everett at Eugene, 9:35 p.m.
Tri-City at Hillsboro, 10:05 p.m.
	Saturday, June 15

Spokane at Vancouver, 4:05 p.m.
Everett at Eugene, 8:05 p.m.
Tri-City at Hillsboro, 10:05 p.m.
	Sunday, June 16

Tri-City at Hillsboro, 4:05 p.m.
Spokane at Vancouver, 4:05 p.m.
Everett at Eugene, 8:05 p.m.
	Monday, June 17

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, June 18

Vancouver at Tri-City, 2, 7:15 p.m.
Eugene at Spokane, 9:35 p.m.
Hillsboro at Everett, 10:05 p.m.
All Times EDT
	Northwest League				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Spokane (Colorado)	32	23	.582	--
	Eugene (San Francisco)	31	26	.544	2
	Hillsboro (Arizona)	29	28	.509	4
	Vancouver (Toronto) 	26	28	.481	51/2
	Everett (Seattle)	27	31	.466	61/2
	Tri-City (L.A. Angels)	24	33	.421	9

___
	Tuesday, June 11

Spokane 1, Vancouver 0
	Wednesday, June 12

Spokane 9, Vancouver 1
	Thursday, June 13

Spokane at Vancouver, 10:05 p.m.
	Friday, June 14

Tri-City at Hillsboro, 10:05 p.m.
	Saturday, June 15

Everett at Eugene, 8:05 p.m.
Tri-City at Hillsboro, 10:05 p.m.
	Sunday, June 16

	Monday, June 17

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, June 18
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India beats United States at cricket's Twenty20 World Cup, West Indies hold off New Zealand
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    [image: India's Arshdeep Singh, right, celebrates with teammate Suryakumar Yadav after the dismissal of United States' Shayan Jahangir during the ICC Men's T20 World Cup cricket match between United States and India at the Nassau County International Cricket Stadium in Westbury, New York, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]
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[image: India's Mohd Siraj takes the catch to dismiss United States' Nitish Kumar during the ICC Men's T20 World Cup cricket match between United States and India at the Nassau County International Cricket Stadium in Westbury, New York, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]
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[image: West Indies' Sherfane Rutherford bats during the men's T20 World Cup cricket match between the West Indies and New Zealand at the Brian Lara Cricket Academy, Tarouba, Trinidad and Tobago, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: West Indies' Akeal Hosein and Sherfane Rutherford, left, celebrate the wicket of New Zealand's Devon Conway during the men's T20 World Cup cricket match between the West Indies and New Zealand at the Brian Lara Cricket Academy, Tarouba, Trinidad and Tobago, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: India's Suryakumar Yadav, right, and Shivam Dube run between the wickets to score during the ICC Men's T20 World Cup cricket match between United States and India at the Nassau County International Cricket Stadium in Westbury, New York, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]
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[image: West Indies' Shimron Hetmyer, left, is congratulated by New Zealand's Mitchell Santner and Lockie Ferguson, right, following their men's T20 World Cup cricket match between the West Indies and New Zealand at the Brian Lara Cricket Academy, Tarouba, Trinidad and Tobago, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: United States' Saurabh Nethralvakar drops a catch of India's Suryakumar Yadav during the ICC Men's T20 World Cup cricket match between United States and India at the Nassau County International Cricket Stadium in Westbury, New York, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]
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[image: Players of team India stand for their national anthem before the start of the ICC Men's T20 World Cup cricket match between United States and India at the Nassau County International Cricket Stadium in Westbury, New York, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]
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[image: New Zealand's Finn Allen, left, runs between the wickets during the men's T20 World Cup cricket match between the West Indies and New Zealand at the Brian Lara Cricket Academy, Tarouba, Trinidad and Tobago, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: New Zealand's Finn Allen bats during the men's T20 World Cup cricket match between the West Indies and New Zealand at the Brian Lara Cricket Academy, Tarouba, Trinidad and Tobago, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: The bails of West Indies' Sherfane Rutherford's wicket fly as he's clean bowled by Uganda's Cosmas Kyewuta for 22 runs during an ICC Men's T20 World Cup cricket match at Guyana National Stadium in Providence, Guyana, Saturday, June 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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        India beats United States at cricket's Twenty20 World Cup, West Indies hold off New Zealand

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: India's Arshdeep Singh, right, celebrates with teammate Suryakumar Yadav after the dismissal of United States' Shayan Jahangir during the ICC Men's T20 World Cup cricket match between United States and India at the Nassau County International Cricket Stadium in Westbury, New York, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]
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[image: India's Mohd Siraj takes the catch to dismiss United States' Nitish Kumar during the ICC Men's T20 World Cup cricket match between United States and India at the Nassau County International Cricket Stadium in Westbury, New York, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]
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[image: West Indies' Sherfane Rutherford bats during the men's T20 World Cup cricket match between the West Indies and New Zealand at the Brian Lara Cricket Academy, Tarouba, Trinidad and Tobago, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: West Indies' Akeal Hosein and Sherfane Rutherford, left, celebrate the wicket of New Zealand's Devon Conway during the men's T20 World Cup cricket match between the West Indies and New Zealand at the Brian Lara Cricket Academy, Tarouba, Trinidad and Tobago, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: India's Suryakumar Yadav, right, and Shivam Dube run between the wickets to score during the ICC Men's T20 World Cup cricket match between United States and India at the Nassau County International Cricket Stadium in Westbury, New York, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]
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[image: West Indies' Shimron Hetmyer, left, is congratulated by New Zealand's Mitchell Santner and Lockie Ferguson, right, following their men's T20 World Cup cricket match between the West Indies and New Zealand at the Brian Lara Cricket Academy, Tarouba, Trinidad and Tobago, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: United States' Saurabh Nethralvakar drops a catch of India's Suryakumar Yadav during the ICC Men's T20 World Cup cricket match between United States and India at the Nassau County International Cricket Stadium in Westbury, New York, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]
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[image: Players of team India stand for their national anthem before the start of the ICC Men's T20 World Cup cricket match between United States and India at the Nassau County International Cricket Stadium in Westbury, New York, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)]
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[image: New Zealand's Finn Allen, left, runs between the wickets during the men's T20 World Cup cricket match between the West Indies and New Zealand at the Brian Lara Cricket Academy, Tarouba, Trinidad and Tobago, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: New Zealand's Finn Allen bats during the men's T20 World Cup cricket match between the West Indies and New Zealand at the Brian Lara Cricket Academy, Tarouba, Trinidad and Tobago, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: New Zealand's Daryl Mitchell is out bowled during the men's T20 World Cup cricket match between the West Indies and New Zealand at the Brian Lara Cricket Academy, Tarouba, Trinidad and Tobago, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: The bails of West Indies' Sherfane Rutherford's wicket fly as he's clean bowled by Uganda's Cosmas Kyewuta for 22 runs during an ICC Men's T20 World Cup cricket match at Guyana National Stadium in Providence, Guyana, Saturday, June 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: New Zealand's Trent Boult bats during the men's T20 World Cup cricket match between the West Indies and New Zealand at the Brian Lara Cricket Academy, Tarouba, Trinidad and Tobago, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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                                        WESTBURY, N.Y. (AP) -- There was no upset this time for the United States as the home team was easily beaten by cricket heavyweight India at the Twenty20 World Cup on Wednesday.
Suryakumar Yadav's half-century powered India to a seven-wicket win over the U.S., which had shocked Pakistan last week.
With the win, India reached the Super 8 round. The U.S. can advance by beating Ireland on Friday.
In a later match at Brian Lara Stadium in Trinidad, Sherfane Rutherford scored an unbeaten 68 from 39 deliveries to help the West Indies in their great escape -- the co-hosts beat New Zealand by 13 runs. 
The Caribbean lineup, 149-9 in its 20 overs, was 76-7 before its Rutherford-led recovery. Alzarri Joseph snared four New Zealand wickets and Gudakesh Motie took three -- including New Zealand captain Kane Williamson for 1 -- to restrict the Black Caps to 136-9 in reply.

    


On Long Island, Yadvav's 50 runs came off 49 balls and included two boundaries and two sixes. He put on 72 runs off 65 balls in an unbeaten fourth-wicket stand with Shivam Dube, who scored 31 not out as India finished with 111-3 in 18.2 overs in reply to 110-8 by the United States.




Left-arm pacer Arshdeep Singh returned figures of 4-9 -- including two wickets in the first over -- to restrict the co-hosts after India had won the toss and opted to field at the Nassau County International Stadium.
India was in early trouble in its chase as Indian-born medium pacer Saurabh Netravalkar continued his golden run for the Americans.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

After bowling the co-hosts to the upset over Pakistan, he celebrated the wickets of Indian superstars Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli.
Kohli was caught behind for a golden duck -- dismissed off the first delivery he faced -- in what surely will become a career highlight for Netravalkar. Sharma (3) fell to a slower delivery as Netravalkar finished with 2-18 in four overs.

    


Rishabh Pant scored 18 off 20 balls batting at No. 3 before he was bowled by Ali Khan delivery. With India struggling at 39-3 in 7.3 overs, the U.S. team momentarily raised visions of an even bigger shock.
West Indies advance 

Left-hander Rutherford turned the home team's fortunes around, going to the crease with the West Indies reeling at 22-4 after 5.4 overs. Rutherford scored 18 off the last over that culminated with a six and a boundary.
The loss left New Zealand with a strong possibility it will not make the second round. If Afghanistan beats Papua New Guinea on Thursday, three-time runner-up New Zealand will be out of contention.
For most of the first half of the game, the Black Caps were on top.
But Rutherford went on the attack as the West Indies added 58-2 in the last five overs of their innings.
He was 15 off 14 deliveries when star allrounder Andre Russell was out for 14 in the 13th over, and he accelerated with the lower-order in a counter-attacking, 72-minute innings containing six sixes and two boundaries.
"It's a good feeling, to help my team. That is what we live for and work hard for," man-of-the-match Rutherford said during the innings break. "It was a very tough surface to start on. I think 149 is a brilliant score on this wicket."

    


After the match, Rutherford had a more optimistic tone: "It is only the start of something big to come and hopefully we can keep winning and momentum going."
New Zealand started well after winning the toss and fielding, with Trent Boult (3-16) bowling opener Johnson Charles to end the first over.
Tim Southee (2-21), recalled after missing New Zealand's opening loss to Afghanistan, dismissed dangerman Nicholas Pooran for 12 in the fourth over, trigging a run of three wickets for three runs.
Lockie Ferguson deceived Roston Chase with a slower ball to make it 21-3 and skipper Rovman Powell (1) was caught behind off Southee five balls later.
Russell went on the attack but his dismissal -- caught in the deep of Boult's bowling -- appeared to be an insurmountable setback until Rutherford took up the challenge.
"The quality of Sherfane's innings was high," New Zealand skipper Williamson said. "The batting depth in their side was beneficial for sure. We cannot make excuses and have to find ways."
___
AP cricket: https://apnews.com/hub/cricket

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/t20-world-cup-united-states-india-8d549e151d905dd2b7ee02d60f6d05e2
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Soriano pitches effectively into the 9th inning and Angels roll over Diamondbacks 8-3
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    [image: Los Angeles Angels' Jo Adell connects for a three-run home run against the Arizona Diamondbacks during the fourth inning of a baseball game, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]
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[image: Los Angeles Angels starting pitcher Jose Soriano throws to an Arizona Diamondbacks batter during the first inning of a baseball game Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]
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[image: Arizona Diamondbacks second baseman Ketel Marte dives in vain for a run-scoring single hit by Los Angeles Angels' Willie Calhoun during the third inning of a baseball game, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]
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[image: Los Angeles Angels' Jo Adell (7) celebrates his three-run home run against the Arizona Diamondbacks with Angels' Zach Neto, center, and Mickey Moniak (16) during the fourth inning of a baseball game, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]
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[image: Arizona Diamondbacks starting pitcher Slade Cecconi throws to a Los Angeles Angels batter during the first inning of a baseball game Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 10 | Arizona Diamondbacks starting pitcher Slade Cecconi throws to a Los Angeles Angels batter during the first inning of a baseball game Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)
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[image: Arizona Diamondbacks' Ketel Marte looks to the sky as he runs the bases on a two-run home run against the Los Angeles Angels during the ninth inning of a baseball game Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Phoenix. The Angels won 8-3. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 10 | Arizona Diamondbacks' Ketel Marte looks to the sky as he runs the bases on a two-run home run against the Los Angeles Angels during the ninth inning of a baseball game Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Phoenix. The Angels won 8-3. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)
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[image: Los Angeles Angels starting pitcher Jose Soriano (59) gets a hug from Kevin Pillar after Soriano pitched into the ninth inning of the team's baseball game against the Arizona Diamondbacks, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Phoenix. The Angels won 8-3. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 10 | Los Angeles Angels starting pitcher Jose Soriano (59) gets a hug from Kevin Pillar after Soriano pitched into the ninth inning of the team's baseball game against the Arizona Diamondbacks, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Phoenix. The Angels won 8-3. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)
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[image: Los Angeles Angels starting pitcher Jose Soriano (59) slaps hands with Angels catcher Matt Thaiss after the final out in the eighth inning of the team's baseball game against the Arizona Diamondbacks, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Phoenix. The Angels won 8-3. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 10 | Los Angeles Angels starting pitcher Jose Soriano (59) slaps hands with Angels catcher Matt Thaiss after the final out in the eighth inning of the team's baseball game against the Arizona Diamondbacks, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Phoenix. The Angels won 8-3. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Los Angeles Angels' Jo Adell (7) celebrates his three-run home run against the Arizona Diamondbacks with first base coach Bo Porter (88) during the fourth inning of a baseball game Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 10 | Los Angeles Angels' Jo Adell (7) celebrates his three-run home run against the Arizona Diamondbacks with first base coach Bo Porter (88) during the fourth inning of a baseball game Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)
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[image: Los Angeles Angels starting pitcher Jose Soriano sits in the dugout after the fifth inning of the team's baseball game against the Arizona Diamondbacks, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Phoenix. The Angels won 8-3. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 10 | Los Angeles Angels starting pitcher Jose Soriano sits in the dugout after the fifth inning of the team's baseball game against the Arizona Diamondbacks, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Phoenix. The Angels won 8-3. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)
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        Soriano pitches effectively into the 9th inning and Angels roll over Diamondbacks 8-3

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Los Angeles Angels' Jo Adell connects for a three-run home run against the Arizona Diamondbacks during the fourth inning of a baseball game, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 10 | Los Angeles Angels' Jo Adell connects for a three-run home run against the Arizona Diamondbacks during the fourth inning of a baseball game, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)
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Los Angeles Angels' Jo Adell connects for a three-run home run against the Arizona Diamondbacks during the fourth inning of a baseball game, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)
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[image: Los Angeles Angels starting pitcher Jose Soriano throws to an Arizona Diamondbacks batter during the first inning of a baseball game Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 10 | Los Angeles Angels starting pitcher Jose Soriano throws to an Arizona Diamondbacks batter during the first inning of a baseball game Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)
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                                    2 of 10
Los Angeles Angels starting pitcher Jose Soriano throws to an Arizona Diamondbacks batter during the first inning of a baseball game Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)
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[image: Arizona Diamondbacks second baseman Ketel Marte dives in vain for a run-scoring single hit by Los Angeles Angels' Willie Calhoun during the third inning of a baseball game, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 10 | Arizona Diamondbacks second baseman Ketel Marte dives in vain for a run-scoring single hit by Los Angeles Angels' Willie Calhoun during the third inning of a baseball game, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)
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Arizona Diamondbacks second baseman Ketel Marte dives in vain for a run-scoring single hit by Los Angeles Angels' Willie Calhoun during the third inning of a baseball game, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)
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[image: Los Angeles Angels' Jo Adell (7) celebrates his three-run home run against the Arizona Diamondbacks with Angels' Zach Neto, center, and Mickey Moniak (16) during the fourth inning of a baseball game, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 10 | Los Angeles Angels' Jo Adell (7) celebrates his three-run home run against the Arizona Diamondbacks with Angels' Zach Neto, center, and Mickey Moniak (16) during the fourth inning of a baseball game, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)
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Los Angeles Angels' Jo Adell (7) celebrates his three-run home run against the Arizona Diamondbacks with Angels' Zach Neto, center, and Mickey Moniak (16) during the fourth inning of a baseball game, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)
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[image: Arizona Diamondbacks starting pitcher Slade Cecconi throws to a Los Angeles Angels batter during the first inning of a baseball game Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 10 | Arizona Diamondbacks starting pitcher Slade Cecconi throws to a Los Angeles Angels batter during the first inning of a baseball game Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)
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                                    5 of 10
Arizona Diamondbacks starting pitcher Slade Cecconi throws to a Los Angeles Angels batter during the first inning of a baseball game Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)
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[image: Arizona Diamondbacks' Ketel Marte looks to the sky as he runs the bases on a two-run home run against the Los Angeles Angels during the ninth inning of a baseball game Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Phoenix. The Angels won 8-3. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 10 | Arizona Diamondbacks' Ketel Marte looks to the sky as he runs the bases on a two-run home run against the Los Angeles Angels during the ninth inning of a baseball game Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Phoenix. The Angels won 8-3. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)
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Arizona Diamondbacks' Ketel Marte looks to the sky as he runs the bases on a two-run home run against the Los Angeles Angels during the ninth inning of a baseball game Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Phoenix. The Angels won 8-3. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)
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[image: Los Angeles Angels starting pitcher Jose Soriano (59) gets a hug from Kevin Pillar after Soriano pitched into the ninth inning of the team's baseball game against the Arizona Diamondbacks, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Phoenix. The Angels won 8-3. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 10 | Los Angeles Angels starting pitcher Jose Soriano (59) gets a hug from Kevin Pillar after Soriano pitched into the ninth inning of the team's baseball game against the Arizona Diamondbacks, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Phoenix. The Angels won 8-3. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)
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Los Angeles Angels starting pitcher Jose Soriano (59) gets a hug from Kevin Pillar after Soriano pitched into the ninth inning of the team's baseball game against the Arizona Diamondbacks, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Phoenix. The Angels won 8-3. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)
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[image: Los Angeles Angels starting pitcher Jose Soriano (59) slaps hands with Angels catcher Matt Thaiss after the final out in the eighth inning of the team's baseball game against the Arizona Diamondbacks, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Phoenix. The Angels won 8-3. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 10 | Los Angeles Angels starting pitcher Jose Soriano (59) slaps hands with Angels catcher Matt Thaiss after the final out in the eighth inning of the team's baseball game against the Arizona Diamondbacks, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Phoenix. The Angels won 8-3. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)
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Los Angeles Angels starting pitcher Jose Soriano (59) slaps hands with Angels catcher Matt Thaiss after the final out in the eighth inning of the team's baseball game against the Arizona Diamondbacks, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Phoenix. The Angels won 8-3. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)
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[image: Los Angeles Angels' Jo Adell (7) celebrates his three-run home run against the Arizona Diamondbacks with first base coach Bo Porter (88) during the fourth inning of a baseball game Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 10 | Los Angeles Angels' Jo Adell (7) celebrates his three-run home run against the Arizona Diamondbacks with first base coach Bo Porter (88) during the fourth inning of a baseball game Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)
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Los Angeles Angels' Jo Adell (7) celebrates his three-run home run against the Arizona Diamondbacks with first base coach Bo Porter (88) during the fourth inning of a baseball game Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)
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[image: Los Angeles Angels starting pitcher Jose Soriano sits in the dugout after the fifth inning of the team's baseball game against the Arizona Diamondbacks, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Phoenix. The Angels won 8-3. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 10 | Los Angeles Angels starting pitcher Jose Soriano sits in the dugout after the fifth inning of the team's baseball game against the Arizona Diamondbacks, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Phoenix. The Angels won 8-3. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)
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Los Angeles Angels starting pitcher Jose Soriano sits in the dugout after the fifth inning of the team's baseball game against the Arizona Diamondbacks, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Phoenix. The Angels won 8-3. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)
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                                        PHOENIX (AP) -- Jose Soriano pitched effectively into the ninth inning, Jo Adell hit a three-run homer and the Los Angeles Angels rolled over the Arizona Diamondbacks 8-3 on Wednesday night.
The Angels bounced back from a 9-4 loss in the series opener by jumping on Arizona starter Slade Cecconi (1-5) early and often.
Zach Neto hit a solo homer in the second inning and Adell launched his three-run shot during Los Angeles' four-run fourth inning. Matt Thaiss added a run-scoring double in the sixth inning that was initially ruled a homer before being overturned upon review.
Neto and Nolan Schanuel each had three of the Angels' 14 hits.
"Offense came out early and kept going the whole game -- that's a good thing right there," Angels manager Ron Washington said. "We played solid defense and Soriano took care of the rest." 
He sure did.
The second-year right-hander was helped by four double plays in the first five innings and didn't allow a runner past first base until Christian Walker's leadoff homer in the eighth. Ketel Marte followed with a two-run homer off Matt Moore in the ninth inning.

    


Soriano (4-5) allowed two runs on five hits with five strikeouts and two walks.




"Everything was working," Soriano said through a translator. "I tried to minimize pitches to every batter."
The Angels started knocking balls around Chase Field from the game's opening hitter, scoring seven runs in the first four innings.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Kevin Pillar hit a run-scoring double in the first inning, Willie Calhoun had an RBI single in the third and Luis Rengifo drove in another with a single in the fourth.
Cecconi allowed seven runs on 10 hits in three innings.
"Starting pitching for us today I felt like could have been better," Diamondbacks manager Torey Lovullo said. "Slade needs to be on the attack, work his fastball on the edges and complement that with secondary stuff. It's a grind when your starting pitching gives you three, maybe four innings."

    


Soriano mixed the majors' highest average fastball (98.6 mph) with a wicked slider to keep the Diamondbacks off balance.
He held Arizona to three hits until Walker jumped on a 2-0 pitch in the eighth inning and sent it out to center for his 13th of the season. The homer was Walker's 133rd, moving him past Chris Young on the Diamondbacks' career list.
"I think we can put that in the we-can-all-be-better bucket and move on," Lovullo said. "Their starting pitcher was pretty good and you've got to every once in a while tip your cap to that kind of performance."
TRAINER'S ROOM
Angels: C Logan O'Hoppe has been cleared to play after taking a foul ball to the groin in the sixth inning against Arizona on Tuesday night, but manager Ron Washington wanted to give him a day off as a precaution. ... LF Taylor Ward also was held out of the lineup after leaving Tuesday's game late with a tight lower back.
UP NEXT
Los Angeles RHP Griffin Canning (2-6, 4.65 ERA) faces Arizona RHP Brandon Pfaadt (2-5, 4.60) in the series finale on Thursday.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/MLB
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	All Times EDT				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Sugar Land (Houston)	42	23	.646	--
	Sacramento (San Francisco)	21	24	.631	1
	Oklahoma City (L.A. Dodgers)	37	28	.569	5
	Tacoma (Seattle)	35	30	.538	7
	Round Rock (Texas) 	33	31	.516	81/2
	Las Vegas (Oakland) 	33	32	.508	9
	Reno (Arizona)	30	35	.462	12
	El Paso (San Diego) 	28	37	.431	14
	Salt Lake (L.A. Angels)	26	38	.406	151/2 
	Albuquerque (Colorado)	19	46	.292	23


___
	Wednesday, June 12

Sugar Land 6, Oklahoma City 2
Round Rock 3, Tacoma 2
Albuquerque 13, El Paso 6
Sacramento 17, Reno 3
Salt Lake 5, Las Vegas 3
	Thursday, June 13

Oklahoma City at Sugar Land, 8:05 p.m.
Tacoma at Round Rock, 8:15 p.m.
El Paso at Albuquerque, 8:35 p.m.
Sacramento at Reno, 9:35 p.m.
Salt Lake at Las Vegas, 10:05 p.m.
	Friday, June 14

Oklahoma City at Sugar Land, 8:05 p.m.
Tacoma at Round Rock, 8:15 p.m.
El Paso at Albuquerque, 8:35 p.m.
Sacramento at Reno, 9:35 p.m.
Salt Lake at Las Vegas, 10:05 p.m.
	Saturday, June 15

Oklahoma City at Sugar Land, 8:05 p.m.

    


Tacoma at Round Rock, 8:15 p.m.
El Paso at Albuquerque, 8:35 p.m.
Sacramento at Reno, 9:35 p.m.
Salt Lake at Las Vegas, 10:05 p.m.
	Sunday, June 16

Salt Lake at Las Vegas, 3:05 p.m.
Sacramento at Reno, 4:05 p.m.
Tacoma at Round Rock, 7:35 p.m.
Oklahoma City at Sugar Land, 7:35 p.m.




El Paso at Albuquerque, 8:05 p.m.
	Monday, June 17

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, June 18

Albuquerque at Oklahoma City, 7:05 p.m.
Reno at Salt Lake, 8:35 p.m.
Sugar land at El Paso, 8:35 p.m.
Las Vegas at Tacoma, 9:05 p.m.
Round Rock at Sacramento, 9:45 p.m.
	All Times EDT				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Sugar Land (Houston)	42	23	.646	--
	Sacramento (San Francisco)	21	24	.631	1
	Oklahoma City (L.A. Dodgers)	37	28	.569	5
	Tacoma (Seattle)	35	30	.538	7
	Round Rock (Texas) 	33	31	.516	81/2
	Las Vegas (Oakland) 	33	32	.508	9
	Reno (Arizona)	30	35	.462	12
	El Paso (San Diego) 	28	37	.431	14
	Salt Lake (L.A. Angels)	26	38	.406	151/2 
	Albuquerque (Colorado)	19	46	.292	23

___
	Wednesday, June 12

Salt Lake 5, Las Vegas 3
	Thursday, June 13

Salt Lake at Las Vegas, 10:05 p.m.
	Friday, June 14


    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Salt Lake at Las Vegas, 10:05 p.m.
	Saturday, June 15

Salt Lake at Las Vegas, 10:05 p.m.
	Sunday, June 16

El Paso at Albuquerque, 8:05 p.m.
	Monday, June 17

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, June 18
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	All Times EDT				
	North Division				
		W 	L	Pct.	GB
	Modesto (Seattle)	37	20	.649	--
	Fresno (Colorado)	35	23	.603	21/2
	San Jose (San Francisco)	33	25	.569	41/2
	Stockton (Oakland)	23	34	.404	14



	South Division				
		 W 	L 	Pct. 	GB 
	Lake Elsinore (San Diego)	29	28	.509	--
	Rancho Cucamonga (L.A. Dodgers)	26	31	.456	3
	Visalia (Arizona)	26	32	.448	31/2
	Inland Empire (L.A. Angels)	21	37	.362	81/2


___
	Tuesday, June 11

San Jose 7, Inland Empire 4
Stockton 10, Lake Elsinore 4
Visalia 6, Modesto 5, 10 innings
Fresno 7, Rancho Cucamonga 3
	Wednesday, June 12

San Jose 3, Inland Empire 0
Lake Elsinore 19, Stockton 0
Visalia 3, Modesto 2
Fresno 8, Rancho Cucamonga 2
	Thursday, June 13

Stockton at Lake Elsinore, 9:05 p.m.
Inland Empire at San Jose, 9:30 p.m.
Modesto at Visalia, 9:30 p.m.
Rancho Cucamonga at Fresno, 9:50 p.m.
	Friday, June 14

Modesto at Visalia, 9:30 p.m.
Stockton at Lake Elsinore, 9:45 p.m.
Inland Empire at San Jose, 10 p.m.
Rancho Cucamonga at Fresno, 10:05 p.m.
	Saturday, June 15


    


Inland Empire at San Jose, 8 p.m.
Stockton at Lake Elsinore, 8:15 p.m.
Modesto at Visalia, 9:30 p.m.
Rancho Cucamonga at Fresno, 9:50 p.m.
	Sunday, June 16

Modesto at Visalia, 3:05 p.m.
Inland Empire at San Jose, 4 p.m.
Stockton at Lake Elsinore, 4:15 p.m.
Rancho Cucamonga at Fresno, 8:05 p.m.
	Monday, June 17

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, June 18





Lake Elsinore at Visalia, 9:30 p.m.
Inland Empire at Rancho Cucamonga, 9:30 p.m.
Stockton at Fresno, 9:50 p.m.
San Jose at Modesto, 10:05 p.m.
	All Times EDT				
	North Division				
		W 	L	Pct.	GB
	Modesto (Seattle)	37	20	.649	--
	Fresno (Colorado)	35	23	.603	21/2
	San Jose (San Francisco)	33	25	.569	41/2
	Stockton (Oakland)	23	34	.404	14

	South Division				
		 W 	L 	Pct. 	GB 
	Lake Elsinore (San Diego)	29	28	.509	--
	Rancho Cucamonga (L.A. Dodgers)	26	31	.456	3
	Visalia (Arizona)	26	32	.448	31/2
	Inland Empire (L.A. Angels)	21	37	.362	81/2

___
	Tuesday, June 11

Fresno 7, Rancho Cucamonga 3
	Wednesday, June 12

Fresno 8, Rancho Cucamonga 2
	Thursday, June 13

Rancho Cucamonga at Fresno, 9:50 p.m.
	Friday, June 14

Rancho Cucamonga at Fresno, 10:05 p.m.
	Saturday, June 15


    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Rancho Cucamonga at Fresno, 9:50 p.m.
	Sunday, June 16

Rancho Cucamonga at Fresno, 8:05 p.m.
	Monday, June 17

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, June 18
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	All Times EDT				
	North Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Springfield (St. Louis)	33	26	.559	--
	Arkansas (Seattle)	32	26	.552	1/2
	Tulsa (L.A. Dodgers)	30	29	.508	3
	NW Arkansas (Kansas City)	27	32	.458	6
	Wichita (Minnesota)	24	35	.407	9



	South Division 				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Frisco (Texas)	39	20	.661	--
	Midland (Oakland)	34	25	.576	5
	San Antonio (San Diego)	27	31	.466	111/2
	Amarillo (Arizona)	26	33	.441	13
	Corpus Christi (Houston)	22	37	.373	17


___
	Tuesday, June 11

Frisco 4, Amarillo 1
NW Arkansas 7, Springfield 4
Tulsa 5, Arkansas 4
San Antonio 4, Corpus Christi 3
Midland 4, Wichita 2
	Wednesday, June 12

NW Arkansas 7, Springfield 2
Tulsa 2, Arkansas 0
Frisco 11, Amarillo 2
San Antonio 7, Corpus Christi 6, 10 innings
Wichita 10, Midland 5
	Thursday, June 13

Arkansas at Tulsa, 8 p.m.
Corpus Christi at San Antonio, 8:05 p.m.
NW Arkansas at Springfield, 8:05 p.m.
Midland at Wichita, 8:05 p.m.
Amarillo at Frisco, 8:05 p.m.
	Friday, June 14

Arkansas at Tulsa, 8 p.m.

    


Corpus Christi at San Antonio, 8:05 p.m.
NW Arkansas at Springfield, 8:05 p.m.
Midland at Wichita, 8:05 p.m.
Amarillo at Frisco, 8:05 p.m.
	Saturday, June 15

Midland at Wichita, 7:05 p.m.
NW Arkansas at Springfield, 7:35 p.m.
Arkansas at Tulsa, 8 p.m.
Corpus Christi at San Antonio, 8:05 p.m.




Amarillo at Frisco, 8:05 p.m.
	Sunday, June 16

Arkansas at Tulsa, 2 p.m.
NW Arkansas at Springfield, 2:05 p.m.
Midland at Wichita, 2:05 p.m.
Corpus Christi at San Antonio, 7:05 p.m.
Amarillo at Frisco, 7:05 p.m.
	Monday, June 17

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, June 18

Wichita at Arkansas, 1:05 p.m.
Frisco at Midland, 7:30 p.m.
Springfield at Corpus Christi, 7:35 p.m.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Tulsa at NW Arkansas, 8:05 p.m.
San Antonio at Amarillo, 8:05 p.m.
	All Times EDT				
	North Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Springfield (St. Louis)	33	26	.559	--
	Arkansas (Seattle)	32	26	.552	1/2
	Tulsa (L.A. Dodgers)	30	29	.508	3
	NW Arkansas (Kansas City)	27	32	.458	6
	Wichita (Minnesota)	24	35	.407	9

	South Division 				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Frisco (Texas)	39	20	.661	--
	Midland (Oakland)	34	25	.576	5
	San Antonio (San Diego)	27	31	.466	111/2
	Amarillo (Arizona)	26	33	.441	13
	Corpus Christi (Houston)	22	37	.373	17

___
	Tuesday, June 11

Midland 4, Wichita 2
	Wednesday, June 12

Wichita 10, Midland 5
	Thursday, June 13

Amarillo at Frisco, 8:05 p.m.
	Friday, June 14

Amarillo at Frisco, 8:05 p.m.
	Saturday, June 15

Amarillo at Frisco, 8:05 p.m.
	Sunday, June 16

Amarillo at Frisco, 7:05 p.m.
	Monday, June 17

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, June 18
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    [image: FILE - A person drops off a vote-by-mail ballot at a dropbox in Pioneer Square during primary voting on May 21, 2024, in Portland, Ore. The Biden campaign is calling on the Republican National Committee and Trump campaign to drop their many lawsuits around the country targeting mail voting.(AP Photo/Jenny Kane, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 2 | FILE - A person drops off a vote-by-mail ballot at a dropbox in Pioneer Square during primary voting on May 21, 2024, in Portland, Ore. The Biden campaign is calling on the Republican National Committee and Trump campaign to drop their many lawsuits around the country targeting mail voting.(AP Photo/Jenny Kane, File)
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[image: FILE - Ramona McCune, puts vote-by-mail ballots into a dropbox during primary voting on May 21, 2024, in Portland, Ore. Ramona was helping their mom drop off ballots for friends. The Biden campaign is calling on the Republican National Committee and Trump campaign to drop their many lawsuits around the country targeting mail voting. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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            2 of 2 | FILE - Ramona McCune, puts vote-by-mail ballots into a dropbox during primary voting on May 21, 2024, in Portland, Ore. Ramona was helping their mom drop off ballots for friends. The Biden campaign is calling on the Republican National Committee and Trump campaign to drop their many lawsuits around the country targeting mail voting. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 2
FILE - Ramona McCune, puts vote-by-mail ballots into a dropbox during primary voting on May 21, 2024, in Portland, Ore. Ramona was helping their mom drop off ballots for friends. The Biden campaign is calling on the Republican National Committee and Trump campaign to drop their many lawsuits around the country targeting mail voting. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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                                        DENVER (AP) -- President Joe Biden's reelection campaign on Thursday called on top Republicans to drop litigation seeking to curtail aspects of mail balloting now that Donald Trump has begun to embrace the method.
Trump for years falsely claimed voting by mail was riddled with fraud, but his 2024 campaign began a program this month to encourage mail voting if convenient for people. It is part of Republicans' attempt to increase mail voting among their supporters.
At the same time, the Republican National Committee, newly under the former president's control, has sued or joined lawsuits seeking to limit certain aspects of mail voting. That includes laws in some states, including Nevada, that allow late-arriving mailed ballots to be counted as long as they are sent by Election Day.
"If Donald Trump is serious about finally recognizing that mail voting is a great option for voters to utilize this November, he should demand the RNC and his MAGA allies drop every one of these lawsuits throughout the country," Biden's campaign manager, Julie Chavez Rodriguez, said in a statement, referring to Trump's "Make America Great Again" movement.

    


Republicans said there is no contradiction between supporting mail voting and suing to make it more secure. In their Nevada challenges, they contended that the state's procedures for counting mail ballots received after Election Day opened the door to possible fraud.


"Democrats are playing dumb about a very simple concept: We support mail voting, but we also support safeguards to make mail voting secure," said Danielle Alvarez, a spokeswoman for the RNC and the Trump campaign. "It's really not hard: The left should stop its assault on the foundation of our election system and accept that Americans don't agree with their extreme attempts to make voting less secure."

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    


The Biden campaign noted that in the weeks before Trump announced a "Swamp the Vote" campaign to encourage voting by mail, the RNC filed two lawsuits attacking that method in Nevada, a pivotal swing state. One challenged the ability of Nevada -- and any state -- to accept ballots that arrive after Election Day; the second targeted Nevada's acceptance of mail ballots lacking a postmark for up to three days after Election Day.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The litigation follows an RNC case seeking to prohibit Mississippi from accepting post-Election Day mail ballots, as well as several other cases in Michigan, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin.

    


Trump's lies regarding mail ballots were a centerpiece of his false claims that voter fraud cost him the 2020 election, a falsehood that helped spur the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol. Since then Republicans have added new restrictions to mail balloting in several states.
Trump also has taken direct control of the RNC, appointing his daughter-in-law Lara Trump as its co-chair along with a North Carolina Republican who echoed the former president's false claims of fraud in 2020.
Before Trump's attacks, GOP voters cast mail ballots at comparable rates to Democrats, but since 2020 they have fallen sharply behind. Many Republican operatives have expressed frustration at Trump's criticism because it is considered an advantage for campaigns to get supporters to vote early.
That is part of what pushed Trump to embrace mail balloting, though it has been a contradictory effort. He still falsely claims that mail ballot fraud cost him reelection against Democrat Joe Biden.
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Supreme Court, siding with Starbucks, makes it harder for NLRB to win court orders in labor disputes

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Supreme Court Police officers stand on duty outside of the Supreme Court building on Thursday, June 13, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Supreme Court on Thursday made it harder for the federal government to win court orders when it suspects a company of interfering in unionization campaigns in a case that stemmed from a labor dispute with Starbucks.
The justices tightened the standards for when a federal court should issue an order to protect the jobs of workers during a union organizing campaign.
The court rejected a rule that some courts had applied to orders sought by the National Labor Relations Board in favor of a higher threshold, sought by Starbucks, that must be met in most other fights over court orders, or injunctions.
The NLRB had argued that the National Labor Relations Act, the law that governs the agency, has for more than 75 years allowed courts to grant temporary injunctions if they find requests "just and proper." The agency said the law doesn't require it to prove other factors and was intended to limit the role of the courts. 

    


The case began in February 2022, when Starbucks fired seven workers who were trying to unionize their Tennessee store. The NLRB obtained a court order forcing the company to rehire the workers while the case wound its way through the agency's administrative proceedings. Such proceedings can take up to two years.




A district court judge agreed with the NLRB and issued a temporary injunction ordering Starbucks to rehire the workers in August 2022. After the 6th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals upheld that ruling, Starbucks appealed to the Supreme Court.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Five of the seven workers are still employed at the Memphis store, while the other two remain involved with the organizing effort, according to Workers United, the union organizing Starbucks workers. The Memphis store voted to unionize in June 2022.
 As as the case proceeded, animosity between Workers United and Starbucks began to fade. The two sides announced in February that they would restart talks with the aim of reaching contract agreements this year, and they held their first bargaining session in nearly a year in late April.
Workers at 437 company-owned U.S. Starbucks stores have voted to unionize since late 2021, according to the NLRB, but none of those stores has secured a labor agreement with Starbucks.
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G7 leaders agree to lend Ukraine billions backed by Russia's frozen assets. Here's how it will work

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Leaders of the Group of Seven industrialized nations posed for a family photo in Bari, Italy on Thursday ahead of their annual summit. Italy is hosting the summit in the wake of the European Parliament election that saw a surge in support for the far right in places like G7 members France and Germany.
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    [image: Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy walks, on arrival at the G7, in Borgo Egnazia, Italy, Thursday, June 13, 2024, (Sean Kilpatrick/The Canadian Press via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 4 | Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy walks, on arrival at the G7, in Borgo Egnazia, Italy, Thursday, June 13, 2024, (Sean Kilpatrick/The Canadian Press via AP)
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Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy walks, on arrival at the G7, in Borgo Egnazia, Italy, Thursday, June 13, 2024, (Sean Kilpatrick/The Canadian Press via AP)
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[image: From left, European Council President Charles Michel, German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, Canada's Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, French President Emmanuel Macron, Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni, U.S. President Joe Biden, Japan's Prime Minister Fumio Kishida, Britain's Prime Minister Rishi Sunak and European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen stand for a group photo at the G7, Thursday, June 13, 2024, in Borgo Egnazia, Italy. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: U.S. President Joe Biden arrives to a G7 world leaders summit at Borgo Egnazia, Italy, Thursday, June 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]
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[image: From left, European Council President Charles Michel, German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, Canada's Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, French President Emmanuel Macron, Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni, U.S. President Joe Biden, Japan's Prime Minister Fumio Kishida, Britain's Prime Minister Rishi Sunak and European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen participate in a working session at the G7, Thursday, June 13, 2024, in Borgo Egnazia, Italy. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, Pool)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Leaders of the Group of Seven wealthy democracies have agreed to engineer a $50 billion loan to help Ukraine in its fight for survival. Interest earned on profits from Russia's frozen central bank assets would be used as collateral. 
Details of the deal were being hashed out by G7 leaders at their summit in Italy. The money could reach Kyiv before the end of the year, according to U.S. and French officials who confirmed the agreement before a formal announcement.
Here's how the plan would work:
Where would the money come from?
Most of the money would be in the form of a loan mostly guaranteed by the U.S. government, backed by profits being earned on roughly $260 billion in immobilized Russian assets. The vast majority of that money is held in European Union nations.
A French official said the loan could be "topped up" with European money or contributions from other countries.

    


A U.S. official who spoke on the condition of anonymity to preview the agreement said the G7 leaders' official statement due out Friday will leave the door open to trying to confiscate the Russian assets entirely.
Why not just give Ukraine the frozen assets?
That's much harder to do.




For more than a year, officials from multiple countries have debated the legality of confiscating the money and sending it to Ukraine.
The U.S. and its allies immediately froze whatever Russian central bank assets they had access to when Moscow invaded Ukraine in 2022. That basically was money being held in banks outside Russia. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The assets are immobilized and cannot be accessed by Moscow, but they still belong to Russia. 
While governments can generally freeze property or funds without difficulty, turning them into forfeited assets that can be used for the benefit of Ukraine requires an extra layer of judicial procedure, including a legal basis and adjudication in a court.
The EU instead has set aside the profits being generated by the frozen assets. That pot of money is easier to access.

    


Separately, the U.S. this year passed a law called the REPO Act -- short for the Rebuilding Economic Prosperity and Opportunity for Ukrainians Act -- that allows the Biden administration to seize $5 billion in Russian state assets in the U.S. and use them for the benefit of Kyiv. That arrangement is being worked out.
How could the loan be used and how soon?
It will be up to technical experts to work through the details.
Ukraine will be able to spend the money in several areas, including for military, economic and humanitarian needs and reconstruction, the U.S. official said.
President Joe Biden's national security adviser, Jake Sullivan, said the goal is "to provide the necessary resources to Ukraine now for its economic energy and other needs so that it's capable of having the resilience necessary to withstand Russia's continuing aggression."
Another goal is to get the money to Ukraine quickly.
The French official, who was not authorized to be publicly named according to French presidential policy, said the details could be worked out "very quickly and in any case, the $50 billion will be disbursed before the end of 2024."
Beyond the costs of the war, the needs are great. 

    


The World Bank's latest damage assessment of Ukraine, released in February, estimates that costs for reconstruction and recovery of the nation stand at $486 billion over the next 10 years.
The move to unlock Russia's assets comes after there was a long delay in Washington by Congress in approving military aid for Ukraine. 
At an Atlantic Council event previewing the G7 summit, a former U.S. ambassador to Ukraine, John Herbst, said "the fact that American funding is not quite reliable is a very important additional reason to go that route."
Who would be on the hook in the case of a default?
If Russia regained control of its frozen assets or if the immobilized funds were not generating enough interest to pay back the loan, "then the question of burden-sharing arises," according to the French official.
Max Bergmann, director of the Europe, Russia and Eurasia Program at the Center for Strategic and International Studies, said last week that there were worries among European finance ministers that their countries "will be left holding the bag if Ukraine defaults."

    


___
Associated Press writers Sylvie Corbet in Paris, Darlene Superville in Fasano, Italy and Colleen Long aboard Air Force One en route to Italy contributed to this report. 
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    [image: Russia's Kazan nuclear-powered submarine arrives at the port of Havana, Cuba, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. A fleet of Russian warships reached Cuban waters on Wednesday ahead of planned military exercises in the Caribbean. (AP Photo/Ariel Ley)]
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[image: People watch the Russian Navy Admiral Gorshkov frigate arrive at the port of Havana, Cuba, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. A fleet of Russian warships reached Cuban waters on Wednesday ahead of planned military exercises in the Caribbean. (AP Photo/Ariel Ley)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- A U.S. Navy submarine has arrived in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, in a show of force as a fleet of Russian warships gather for planned military exercises in the Caribbean.
U.S. Southern Command said the USS Helena, a nuclear-powered fast attack submarine, pulled into the waters near the U.S. base in Cuba on Thursday, just a day after a Russian frigate, a nuclear-powered submarine, an oil tanker and a rescue tug crossed into Havana Bay after drills in the Atlantic Ocean.
The stop is part of a "routine port visit" as the submarine travels through Southern Command's region, it said in a social media post.
Other U.S. ships also have been tracking and monitoring the Russian drills, which Pentagon officials say do not represent a threat to the United States. 
"This is not a surprise. We've seen them do these type of port calls before," Pentagon spokeswoman Sabrina Singh said Wednesday when asked about the Russian drills. "We of course take it seriously, but these exercises don't pose a threat to the United States."

    


The exercises, however, come less than two weeks after President Joe Biden authorized Ukraine to use U.S.-provided weapons to strike inside Russia to protect Kharkiv, Ukraine's second-largest city. Russian President Vladimir Putin then suggested his military could respond with "asymmetrical steps" elsewhere in the world. 




Singh said it wouldn't be a surprise to see more Russian activity around the United States in such global exercises. The drills are in international waters, and U.S. officials expect the Russian ships to remain in the region through the summer and possibly also stop in Venezuela.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Russia is a longtime ally of Venezuela and Cuba, and its warships and aircraft have periodically made forays into the Caribbean. 
Russian ships have occasionally docked in Havana since 2008, when a group of Russian vessels entered Cuban waters in what state media described as the first such visit in almost two decades. In 2015, a reconnaissance and communications ship arrived unannounced in Havana a day before the start of discussions between U.S. and Cuban officials on the reopening of diplomatic relations.
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    [image: FILE - Rep. Jamaal Bowman, D-N.Y., is at a campaign stop in White Plains, New York, on June 11, 2024. The war between Israel and Hamas is roiling a primary election between two Democrats in New York, testing the party's position on the conflict and the larger split between its progressive and centrist wings. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey, File)]
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[image: FILE - Westchester County Executive George Latimer speaks March 20, 2023, in White Plains, N.Y. The war between Israel and Hamas is roiling a primary election between two Democrats in New York, testing the party's position on the conflict and the larger split between its progressive and centrist wings. (Tania Savanna/The Journal News via AP)]
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                                        TARRYTOWN, N.Y. (AP) -- The war between Israel and Hamas is roiling a congressional primary election between two Democrats in New York, reflecting a divide that has splintered the party nationally since the conflict began last year.
U.S. Rep. Jamaal Bowman, one of several House liberals who have questioned the Biden administration's vigorous support for Israel's response to the Oct. 7 attack by Hamas on civilians in southern Israel, is facing a tough challenge from centrist George Latimer, a top county official who entered the race with the backing of Jewish leaders in a mostly suburban district north of New York City.
Bowman, a former middle school principal seeking his third term, has been one of the House's most critical voices on Israel. While he condemned Hamas' attack, he has said Israel is committing genocide in Gaza. He was also among a few members of Congress who opposed a symbolic resolution to support Israel following the Oct. 7 attack because it didn't urge a cease-fire or push to protect Palestinian civilians.

    


Latimer, 70, has been a political fixture in the district for more than three decades and serves as the Westchester county executive after holding posts as a local and state legislator. He said Bowman's rhetoric on Israel was just part of the reason he hopped into the race. A bigger reason, he said, was that people want a more moderate, pragmatic representative than Bowman, who has sometimes been accused of being more concerned with his national profile than the district's problems.




In a year when congressional races in New York are expected to play a pivotal role in determining who controls the House, this seat, which includes parts of the Bronx and Westchester, is expected to stay in Democratic hands regardless of who wins the June 25 primary.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    


Still, the result could give Democrats clues on how to frame their message in November, particularly on the war, and signal how crucial suburban districts might vote in the fall.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In an interview, Bowman defended his position on Israel. 

    


"The same way there's no way I can support or condone the horrible attacks of October 7th, there's no way I can support or condone the genocide that's happening in Gaza right now," Bowman said. "So we've got to speak even louder in the U.S. because Israel is supposed to be an ally, and they're not following international law."
That stance has put him at odds with much of the Democratic establishment and has resulted in a campaign to unseat him from the American Israel Public Affairs Committee, a major lobbying organization that is working to oust progressives who have criticized Israel.
Bowman said the group is trying to "buy this race." 
"They're leveraging all of their resources to try to silence me or bully me and intimidate me into doing what they want me to do," he said.
Bowman won office as a liberal insurgent in 2020, defeating U.S. Rep. Eliot Engel, who had served 16 terms and was chairman of the House Foreign Affairs Committee. Bowman's stance on Israel and Palestinians had been a minor issue in that race, too. Engel, who is Jewish, was a strong backer of Israel.

    


But Bowman, who is Black, proved to be the candidate of the moment in an election year that featured major protests against racial injustice in the wake of the police killing of George Floyd. His victory came just two years after Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez's shocking upset in a nearby congressional district over U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley, who at the time was the No. 4 Democrat in the House.
In a potentially telling signal of where the Democratic Party is this year, former U.S. Rep. Mondaire Jones, a progressive Democrat who entered Congress the same year as Bowman and served one term, recently chose to endorse Latimer in the race.
"I'm making this endorsement to stand up for my Jewish constituents, because Representative Bowman and I have very different views on Israel," said Jones, who is trying to regain a seat in Congress after he lost his old district in a redrawing of congressional boundary lines. "It is really clear that Mr. Bowman is focused on doing his thing and, I would submit, not enough on how it is impacting the environment here in the Hudson Valley."

    


The strategy largely mirrors the Democrats' political plans for New York's congressional races this year. The party has tried to move toward the center to attract suburban voters who are typically more moderate.
Latimer, who has scored the endorsement of former presidential candidate Hillary Clinton, is happy to rattle off the names of local officials with whom he's worked and dive into the minutia of day-to-day governing -- handling potholes, restoring a lighthouse and taking meetings about an issue at the local airport. 
"If I go to Washington, I'm not going down there to be part of the verbal food fight. I'm going to try to figure out how to be a productive congressman that gets what results you can get," Latimer said in an interview.

    


Both candidates have supported a two-state solution and say they want peace in the region. But where Bowman is pointed on Israel's actions and wants a cease-fire, Latimer is clear in his support for Israel and said negotiating with Hamas is a nonstarter -- though he said he won't give Israel "a blank check" on everything it does. 
"I clearly support that there be a two-state solution and that we negotiate for peace," he said, but, "don't tell me, 'Cease fire now. Sit down, and let's negotiate,' when the guy I'm negotiating with in Hamas is a terrorist organization that's committed to my destruction."
Bowman, aside from his views on Israel, raised his profile nationally when he triggered a fire alarm in a House office building as lawmakers were working on a funding bill last year. He said it was a mistake as he tried to open a locked door while rushing to vote, though House colleagues later censured him for it. 
Bowman said the fire alarm "comes up once every 200 conversations" when he's back home, mostly when "older moms in the district, older Black women literally slap me on the wrist and say, 'Stay out of trouble up there.'" 
Jimmy Hickey, a 60-year-old who lives in the district and works as a concierge at a co-op building, brought up the fire alarm unprompted when an Associated Press reporter asked about the primary -- "that's childish," he said. Hickey said he's a registered Democrat but thinks the party has moved too far to the left. 
"A guy like Latimer, he's still moderate," Hickey said. "He gets into Congress, he can work with people, get things done. The other guy, I don't think so."
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    [image: This combination of photos shows celebrities lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize fans to vote for him in November 2024 or entice donors to open their checkbooks for his reelection campaign. (AP Photo)]
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[image: President Joe Biden speaks to Everytown for Gun Safety Action Fund's "Gun Sense University," at the Washington Hilton, Tuesday, June 11, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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[image: FILE - Former President Barack Obama speaks in Athens, Greece, June 21, 2023. Celebrities including Obama are increasingly lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize fans to vote for him in November 2024 or entice donors to open their checkbooks for his reelection campaign. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris, File)]
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[image: FILE - Actor Robert De Niro campaigns for President Joe Biden outside former President Donald Trump's criminal trial in New York, May 28, 2024. Celebrities including De Niro are increasingly lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize fans to vote for him in November or entice donors to open their checkbooks for his reelection campaign. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey, File)]
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[image: FILE - Steven Spielberg arrives at the Oscars, March 10, 2024, in Los Angeles. Celebrities including Spielberg are increasingly lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize fans to vote for him in November or entice donors to open their checkbooks for his reelection campaign. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis, File)]
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[image: FILE - Queen Latifah poses for photographers during the 76th Cannes international film festival, Cap d'Antibes, southern France, May 25, 2023. Celebrities including Latifah are increasingly lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize fans to vote for him in November 2024 or entice donors to open their checkbooks for his reelection campaign. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Lenny Kravitz arrives at MusiCares Person of the Year, Feb. 2, 2024, in Los Angeles. Celebrities including Kravitz are increasingly lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize fans to vote for him in November or entice donors to open their checkbooks for his reelection campaign. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Michael Douglas speaks at the 76th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, May 17, 2023. Celebrities including Douglas are increasingly lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize fans to vote for him in November 2024 or entice donors to open their checkbooks for his reelection campaign. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole, File)]
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[image: FILE - Christina Aguilera poses during the 66th annual Grammy Awards, Feb. 4, 2024, in Los Angeles. Celebrities including Aguilera are increasingly lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize fans to vote for him in November or entice donors to open their checkbooks for his reelection campaign. (Photo by Richard Shotwell/Invision/AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Julia Roberts attends the premiere of Netflix's "Leave the World Behind," Dec. 4, 2023, in New York. Celebrities including Roberts are increasingly lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize fans to vote for him in November 2024 or entice donors to open their checkbooks for his reelection campaign. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Octavia Spencer arrives at the 36th annual American Cinematheque Awards on Nov. 17, 2022, in Beverly Hills, Calif. Celebrities including Spencer are increasingly lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize fans to vote for him in November 2024 or entice donors to open their checkbooks for his reelection campaign. (Photo by Richard Shotwell/Invision/AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - James Taylor arrives at the presentation of the Gershwin Prize, March 1, 2023. Celebrities including Taylor are increasingly lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize fans to vote for him in November 2024 or entice donors to open their checkbooks for his reelection campaign. (AP Photo/Amanda Andrade-Rhoades, File)]
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Director George Clooney attends a special screening of "The Boys in the Boat," Dec. 13, 2023, in New York. Celebrities including Clooney are increasingly lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize fans to vote for him in November 2024 or entice donors to open their checkbooks for his reelection campaign. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Jimmy Kimmel appears at the 74th Primetime Emmy Awards in Los Angeles, Sept. 12, 2022. Celebrities are increasingly lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize fans to vote for him in November 2024 or entice donors to open their checkbooks for his reelection campaign. (Photo by Richard Shotwell/Invision/AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Golden State Warriors head coach Steve Kerr speaks in New York, Feb. 29, 2024. Celebrities including Kerr are increasingly lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize fans to vote for him in November or entice donors to open their checkbooks for his reelection campaign. (AP Photo/Peter K. Afriyie, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 21 | FILE - Golden State Warriors head coach Steve Kerr speaks in New York, Feb. 29, 2024. Celebrities including Kerr are increasingly lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize fans to vote for him in November or entice donors to open their checkbooks for his reelection campaign. (AP Photo/Peter K. Afriyie, File)
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[image: FILE - Connie Britton arrives at The Hollywood Reporter's Women in Entertainment Gala Dec. 7, 2022, in Los Angeles. Celebrities including Britton are increasingly lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize fans to vote for him in November 2024 or entice donors to open their checkbooks for his reelection campaign. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 21 | FILE - Connie Britton arrives at The Hollywood Reporter's Women in Entertainment Gala Dec. 7, 2022, in Los Angeles. Celebrities including Britton are increasingly lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize fans to vote for him in November 2024 or entice donors to open their checkbooks for his reelection campaign. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)
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[image: FILE - Executive Producer Shonda Rhimes attends a PaleyLive screening, May 4, 2023, in New York. Celebrities including Rhimes are increasingly lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize fans to vote for him in November 2024 or entice donors to open their checkbooks for his reelection campaign. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 21 | FILE - Executive Producer Shonda Rhimes attends a PaleyLive screening, May 4, 2023, in New York. Celebrities including Rhimes are increasingly lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize fans to vote for him in November 2024 or entice donors to open their checkbooks for his reelection campaign. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Lexi Underwood arrives at the Essence Black Women In Hollywood Awards March 24, 2022, in Beverly Hills, Calif. Celebrities including Underwood are increasingly lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize fans to vote for him in November 2024 or entice donors to open their checkbooks for his reelection campaign. (Photo by Mark Von Holden/Invision/AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 21 | FILE - Lexi Underwood arrives at the Essence Black Women In Hollywood Awards March 24, 2022, in Beverly Hills, Calif. Celebrities including Underwood are increasingly lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize fans to vote for him in November 2024 or entice donors to open their checkbooks for his reelection campaign. (Photo by Mark Von Holden/Invision/AP, File)
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[image: FILE - Carole King answers questions during the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame Induction ceremony, Oct. 30, 2021, in Cleveland. Celebrities including King are increasingly lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize fans to vote for him in November 2024 or entice donors to open their checkbooks for his reelection campaign. (AP Photo/Ron Schwane, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            19 of 21 | FILE - Carole King answers questions during the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame Induction ceremony, Oct. 30, 2021, in Cleveland. Celebrities including King are increasingly lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize fans to vote for him in November 2024 or entice donors to open their checkbooks for his reelection campaign. (AP Photo/Ron Schwane, File)
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[image: FILE - Mark Hamill speaks in Los Angeles, May 4, 2023, also known as May the Fourth, in tribute to the "Star Wars" films. Celebrities including Hamill are increasingly lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize fans to vote for him in November 2024 or entice donors to open their checkbooks for his reelection campaign. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            20 of 21 | FILE - Mark Hamill speaks in Los Angeles, May 4, 2023, also known as May the Fourth, in tribute to the "Star Wars" films. Celebrities including Hamill are increasingly lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize fans to vote for him in November 2024 or entice donors to open their checkbooks for his reelection campaign. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)
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[image: FILE - Singer Barbra Streisand performs in New York, Oct. 11, 2012. Celebrities including Streisand are increasingly lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize fans to vote for him in November 2024 or entice donors to open their checkbooks for his reelection campaign. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            21 of 21 | FILE - Singer Barbra Streisand performs in New York, Oct. 11, 2012. Celebrities including Streisand are increasingly lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize fans to vote for him in November 2024 or entice donors to open their checkbooks for his reelection campaign. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)
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        Hollywood's A-listers are lining up behind Joe Biden. Will their support matter in November?

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This combination of photos shows celebrities lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize fans to vote for him in November 2024 or entice donors to open their checkbooks for his reelection campaign. (AP Photo)]
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[image: President Joe Biden speaks to Everytown for Gun Safety Action Fund's "Gun Sense University," at the Washington Hilton, Tuesday, June 11, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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[image: FILE - Former President Barack Obama speaks in Athens, Greece, June 21, 2023. Celebrities including Obama are increasingly lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize fans to vote for him in November 2024 or entice donors to open their checkbooks for his reelection campaign. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris, File)]
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[image: FILE - Actor Robert De Niro campaigns for President Joe Biden outside former President Donald Trump's criminal trial in New York, May 28, 2024. Celebrities including De Niro are increasingly lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize fans to vote for him in November or entice donors to open their checkbooks for his reelection campaign. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 21 | FILE - Actor Robert De Niro campaigns for President Joe Biden outside former President Donald Trump's criminal trial in New York, May 28, 2024. Celebrities including De Niro are increasingly lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize fans to vote for him in November or entice donors to open their checkbooks for his reelection campaign. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey, File)
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[image: FILE - Steven Spielberg arrives at the Oscars, March 10, 2024, in Los Angeles. Celebrities including Spielberg are increasingly lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize fans to vote for him in November or entice donors to open their checkbooks for his reelection campaign. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis, File)]
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[image: FILE - Queen Latifah poses for photographers during the 76th Cannes international film festival, Cap d'Antibes, southern France, May 25, 2023. Celebrities including Latifah are increasingly lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize fans to vote for him in November 2024 or entice donors to open their checkbooks for his reelection campaign. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Lenny Kravitz arrives at MusiCares Person of the Year, Feb. 2, 2024, in Los Angeles. Celebrities including Kravitz are increasingly lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize fans to vote for him in November or entice donors to open their checkbooks for his reelection campaign. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Michael Douglas speaks at the 76th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, May 17, 2023. Celebrities including Douglas are increasingly lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize fans to vote for him in November 2024 or entice donors to open their checkbooks for his reelection campaign. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole, File)]
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FILE - Michael Douglas speaks at the 76th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, May 17, 2023. Celebrities including Douglas are increasingly lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize fans to vote for him in November 2024 or entice donors to open their checkbooks for his reelection campaign. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole, File)
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[image: FILE - Christina Aguilera poses during the 66th annual Grammy Awards, Feb. 4, 2024, in Los Angeles. Celebrities including Aguilera are increasingly lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize fans to vote for him in November or entice donors to open their checkbooks for his reelection campaign. (Photo by Richard Shotwell/Invision/AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 21 | FILE - Christina Aguilera poses during the 66th annual Grammy Awards, Feb. 4, 2024, in Los Angeles. Celebrities including Aguilera are increasingly lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize fans to vote for him in November or entice donors to open their checkbooks for his reelection campaign. (Photo by Richard Shotwell/Invision/AP, File)
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FILE - Christina Aguilera poses during the 66th annual Grammy Awards, Feb. 4, 2024, in Los Angeles. Celebrities including Aguilera are increasingly lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize fans to vote for him in November or entice donors to open their checkbooks for his reelection campaign. (Photo by Richard Shotwell/Invision/AP, File)
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[image: FILE - Julia Roberts attends the premiere of Netflix's "Leave the World Behind," Dec. 4, 2023, in New York. Celebrities including Roberts are increasingly lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize fans to vote for him in November 2024 or entice donors to open their checkbooks for his reelection campaign. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Octavia Spencer arrives at the 36th annual American Cinematheque Awards on Nov. 17, 2022, in Beverly Hills, Calif. Celebrities including Spencer are increasingly lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize fans to vote for him in November 2024 or entice donors to open their checkbooks for his reelection campaign. (Photo by Richard Shotwell/Invision/AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - James Taylor arrives at the presentation of the Gershwin Prize, March 1, 2023. Celebrities including Taylor are increasingly lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize fans to vote for him in November 2024 or entice donors to open their checkbooks for his reelection campaign. (AP Photo/Amanda Andrade-Rhoades, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 21 | FILE - James Taylor arrives at the presentation of the Gershwin Prize, March 1, 2023. Celebrities including Taylor are increasingly lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize fans to vote for him in November 2024 or entice donors to open their checkbooks for his reelection campaign. (AP Photo/Amanda Andrade-Rhoades, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    12 of 21
FILE - James Taylor arrives at the presentation of the Gershwin Prize, March 1, 2023. Celebrities including Taylor are increasingly lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize fans to vote for him in November 2024 or entice donors to open their checkbooks for his reelection campaign. (AP Photo/Amanda Andrade-Rhoades, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Director George Clooney attends a special screening of "The Boys in the Boat," Dec. 13, 2023, in New York. Celebrities including Clooney are increasingly lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize fans to vote for him in November 2024 or entice donors to open their checkbooks for his reelection campaign. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Jimmy Kimmel appears at the 74th Primetime Emmy Awards in Los Angeles, Sept. 12, 2022. Celebrities are increasingly lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize fans to vote for him in November 2024 or entice donors to open their checkbooks for his reelection campaign. (Photo by Richard Shotwell/Invision/AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Golden State Warriors head coach Steve Kerr speaks in New York, Feb. 29, 2024. Celebrities including Kerr are increasingly lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize fans to vote for him in November or entice donors to open their checkbooks for his reelection campaign. (AP Photo/Peter K. Afriyie, File)]
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[image: FILE - Connie Britton arrives at The Hollywood Reporter's Women in Entertainment Gala Dec. 7, 2022, in Los Angeles. Celebrities including Britton are increasingly lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize fans to vote for him in November 2024 or entice donors to open their checkbooks for his reelection campaign. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Executive Producer Shonda Rhimes attends a PaleyLive screening, May 4, 2023, in New York. Celebrities including Rhimes are increasingly lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize fans to vote for him in November 2024 or entice donors to open their checkbooks for his reelection campaign. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Lexi Underwood arrives at the Essence Black Women In Hollywood Awards March 24, 2022, in Beverly Hills, Calif. Celebrities including Underwood are increasingly lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize fans to vote for him in November 2024 or entice donors to open their checkbooks for his reelection campaign. (Photo by Mark Von Holden/Invision/AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Carole King answers questions during the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame Induction ceremony, Oct. 30, 2021, in Cleveland. Celebrities including King are increasingly lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize fans to vote for him in November 2024 or entice donors to open their checkbooks for his reelection campaign. (AP Photo/Ron Schwane, File)]
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[image: FILE - Mark Hamill speaks in Los Angeles, May 4, 2023, also known as May the Fourth, in tribute to the "Star Wars" films. Celebrities including Hamill are increasingly lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize fans to vote for him in November 2024 or entice donors to open their checkbooks for his reelection campaign. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            20 of 21 | FILE - Mark Hamill speaks in Los Angeles, May 4, 2023, also known as May the Fourth, in tribute to the "Star Wars" films. Celebrities including Hamill are increasingly lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize fans to vote for him in November 2024 or entice donors to open their checkbooks for his reelection campaign. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)
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FILE - Mark Hamill speaks in Los Angeles, May 4, 2023, also known as May the Fourth, in tribute to the "Star Wars" films. Celebrities including Hamill are increasingly lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize fans to vote for him in November 2024 or entice donors to open their checkbooks for his reelection campaign. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)
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[image: FILE - Singer Barbra Streisand performs in New York, Oct. 11, 2012. Celebrities including Streisand are increasingly lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize fans to vote for him in November 2024 or entice donors to open their checkbooks for his reelection campaign. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)]
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[image: the Texas Governor's Mansion Wednesday, July 18, 2012, in Austin, Texas. After four years, the historic Texas Governor's Mansion was restored in a $25 million project after the building was nearly destroyed by fire. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- When Robert De Niro showed up outside a Manhattan courthouse to decry Donald Trump as his New York hush money trial was winding down, it sparked a life-imitates-art screaming match with a nearby group of the former president's supporters.
"You are gangsters!" De Niro, who starred in "Goodfellas" and won an Oscar for "The Godfather Part II," shouted at the Trump backers, who responded with obscenities.
There are plenty more Hollywood storylines still to come in the 2024 campaign: Celebrities are increasingly lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize their fans to vote for him in November and to entice donors to pony up for his reelection effort.
On Saturday, A-listers George Clooney and Julia Roberts will team up with former President Barack Obama at a Biden fundraiser in Los Angeles, where the three will be interviewed by late-night talk show host Jimmy Kimmel. Roberts and Kimmel have already begun soliciting donations via text for Biden, who is skipping a weekend peace conference on Ukraine being held in Switzerland to attend the event. 

    


Director Steven Spielberg is involved in storytelling efforts for the Democratic National Convention in August. Lenny Kravitz, Barbra Streisand and James Taylor have all performed for Biden donors.


Others who've sent fundraising emails, organized events or otherwise lent their support include Connie Britton of "The White Lotus" fame, singer-songwriter Carole King, "Bridgerton" creator Shonda Rhimes, singer Christina Aguilera, "The Equalizer" actress Queen Latifah and "Star Wars" actor Mark Hamill, who turned up in the White House briefing room last month to personally praise the president.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    


And, in another instance blurring lines between real life and make-believe, during a fundraiser at the home of veteran actor Michael Douglas, Biden, the actual president, congratulated the star of the 1996 hit "The American President" on his fictional administration's success. 
Ballot box star power?

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

For all the celebrity supporters, though, there's little expectation they can determine votes. Rather, they are seen as having the ability to inject excitement that helps energize supporters.

    


Lexi Underwood, whose credits include the streaming series "Little Fires Everywhere," calls acting a "contact sport" that allows her to interact with the public and makes her determined to use her influence responsibly. She has participated in a recent virtual "Students for Biden" event and traveled to Nevada to appear at campaign events focused on women's health issues.
"I'm very fortunate to have certain eyes on me," said Underwood, 20. "I feel really responsible to make sure that what I put out there, either people are being informed on things that they weren't previously informed on, or that I'm motivating them to get out there and vote."
Biden's campaign says its chief focus is finding authentic and trusted messengers who can promote the president's policy achievements and raise the alarm about GOP "extremism," and that means deploying everyday supporters as well as famous ones. It has produced ads featuring a Pennsylvania union worker, a Black entrepreneur in Detroit and women adversely affected by strict abortion limits in Texas.

    


Fai Nelson, a human resources worker who attended a recent Vice President Kamala Harris event in Prince George's County, Maryland, said celebrity voices can make a difference "if they can touch the audience." 
"It's whether the message is relevant," said Nelson, 42.
Lessons from last time 
During the pandemic-era campaign of 2020, Biden's campaign featured celebrities in scores of virtual events that showed the importance of staying flexible so that stars can present themselves in the most authentic ways. 
Adrienne Elrod, who served as Biden's 2020 director of surrogate strategy and operations, said famous Biden supporters often "will come forward with their own ideas" on how to help the campaign and what issues they'd like to focus on. 
"We'll oftentimes have ideas for them as well," she said. "That's why there's always a very productive working relationship when we're engaging these folks."

    


De Niro has taken on an increasingly prominent role in Biden's campaign. Before his confrontation with the Trump supporters, the actor held a press conference calling the former president a "clown." He's also attended Biden fundraisers and narrated a campaign ad accusing Trump of having "snapped" after he lost the 2020 election. 
Karoline Leavitt, a spokesperson for the former president's campaign, said, "The only people in America who support Joe Biden's failing campaign are elitist Hollywood celebrities," adding that Trump "speaks for the forgotten men and women of this country."
Trump has his own list of celebrity endorsers, which includes musicians Kid Rock and Ted Nugent, UFC CEO Dana White, media personality Caitlyn Jenner and actors Dennis Quaid and Jon Voight, as well as comedian Roseanne Barr.

    


Elrod said other stars are anxious to follow De Niro's lead for Biden but are waiting "until the moment can truly be maximized" before they get involved. She pointed to 2020, when Bruce Springsteen narrated a Biden ad featuring his song "My Hometown" just before the election.
"I think you'll see more moments like this, when we're using those voices strategically and effectively at the time that makes the most sense for us on the campaign," said Elrod, who is a Biden campaign spokesperson this cycle.
David Schmid, an English professor at the University of Buffalo who studies popular culture, said celebrities can influence fans' aspirations and what they consume. But their influence "over peoples' voting habits has been really exaggerated," he said. 
That's the case for Alex Dillion, a rising sophomore at American University in Washington who also attended the Harris event in Maryland. Asked which famous person might influence him politically, Dillion offered, "Maybe Obama."
Taylor Swift Effect? 
Schmid said one celebrity with outsized political influence might be Taylor Swift, who sent shockwaves even through the NFL last season. She endorsed Biden in 2020 and is being openly courted by the campaign this time on social media, and even in a press release that saluted her latest album.
Her touch isn't a guarantee of victory, though. In 2018, Swift endorsed two Democratic candidates in Tennessee who lost. And Schmid said that even someone as famous as Swift "knows things are polarizing and they don't want to take major risks" on candidates and contentious issues.
For all the Biden team's work with celebrities, the president still tries to cultivate the image of someone in tune with ordinary people.
During a campaign swing through Saginaw, Michigan, the president visited a public golf course and met with community activist Coleman Hurley III and his son.
"The celebrities that have everything they want and they need, they may possibly be out of touch," the older Hurley said later in a phone interview.
As for ordinary Americans, Hurley added, Biden needs to be able to "relate and see where they live ... and then have a conversation about some of the different struggles or issues that we, or other Americans, face."
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Democrats are forcing a vote on women's right to IVF in an election-year push on reproductive care

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., speaks to reporters about a vote to protect rights for access to in vitro fertilization to achieve pregnancy, at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]


    

    
        
            
                    Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., speaks to reporters about a vote to protect rights for access to in vitro fertilization to achieve pregnancy, at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Senate Democrats are seeking to highlight Republicans' resistance to legislation that would make it a right nationwide for women to access in vitro fertilization and other fertility treatments, holding a vote on the matter Thursday as part of Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer's effort to drive an election-year contrast on reproductive care.
Sen. Tammy Duckworth, a military veteran who has used the fertility treatment to have her two children, has championed the bill, called the Right to IVF Act. The bill would also expand access through insurance as well as for military members and veterans.
"These are real solutions that would help tens of thousands of Americans every year build the families of their dreams," Duckworth, D-Ill., said this week.
But most Republicans were expected to vote against advancing the measure, instead offering their own, alternative legislation that would discourage states from enacting outright bans on the treatment. Democrats in turn blocked it Wednesday.

    


The overtly political back-and-forth, with no attempt at finding a legislative compromise, showed how quickly Congress has shifted into a campaign mindset five months out from the fall election. 




As Schumer seeks to protect a narrow Senate majority and buoy Democrats' hopes of holding the White House, he has sought to spotlight Republican intransigence to federal legislation that would guarantee women's rights to reproductive care. Democrats have campaigned heavily on the issue ever since the 2022 Supreme Court decision that ended a federal right to abortion.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Schumer, a New York Democrat, also held a vote last week on legislation to protect access to contraception, but Republicans blocked it, arguing it was nothing more than a political stunt. Republicans have also blocked previous attempts to quickly pass IVF protections. They stressed that they support IVF and said Schumer was once again playing to the campaign trail with Thursday's vote.

    


"Despite some claims from my colleagues on the other side, protecting IVF is not a show vote at all. It's a show-us-who-you-are vote," Schumer said. "This will be a chance for senators on both sides to show their support for strengthening treatments for people who start families."
Democrats say it is necessary for Congress to protect access to the fertility treatment after the Supreme Court in 2022 allowed states to ban abortions and the Alabama Supreme Court in February ruled that frozen embryos can be considered children under state law. Several clinics in the state suspended IVF treatments until the state enacted a law to provide legal protections for IVF clinics.
Senate Democrats said it showed how all types of reproductive care could be upended in many parts of the country after Roe v. Wade was overturned.
Most Republicans in Congress, meanwhile, have expressed support for IVF, but have also largely declined to tell states how to regulate reproductive care. Instead, two Republicans, Sens. Katie Britt of Alabama and Ted Cruz of Texas have sought to quickly pass a bill that would threaten to withhold Medicaid funding for states where IVF is banned. Democrats blocked that bill on Wednesday.

    


Cruz, who is running for reelection in Texas, said it showed Democrats were making a "cynical political decision."
"They don't want to provide reassurance and comfort to millions of parents in America because instead, they want to spend millions of dollars running campaign ads suggesting the big, bad Republicans want to take away IVF," he said in a speech on the Senate floor.
Democrats argued that the GOP bill was insufficient because it would still allow states to enact laws that grant embryos or fetuses the same rights as a person. Abortion opponents in over a dozen states have advanced legislation based on the concept of fetal rights.
Sen. Patty Murray, the Washington Democrat who objected to quickly passing the GOP bill, dismissed it as "nothing but a PR stunt."
But Republicans also criticized the Democratic bill. Britt said it "extends far past IVF. It also treads on religious freedom and protection."

    


In the wake of the Alabama Supreme Court ruling, Christians, who have been a driving force in the anti-abortion movement based on the belief life begins at or around conception, have wrestled with the fertility treatment. The Southern Baptist Convention this week approved a nonbinding resolution that cautioned couples about using IVF.
With the Senate deadlocked on the issue, advocates for access to the treatment said families would be left in uncertainty. 
Jamie Heard, who lives in Birmingham and had to suspend her effort to have a second child using IVF when the state Supreme Court made its decision, said the ruling left her both scared and angry. She has been able to continue the treatment, yet spoke alongside other IVF advocates at the Capitol Wednesday to urge lawmakers to act.
"There are still a lot of questions that we have about how to move forward," Heard said.
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1,000 days have passed since the Taliban barred girls from secondary education, the UN says

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Afghan girls attend school in a classroom, in Kabul, March 25, 2023. One thousand days have passed since girls in Afghanistan were banned from attending secondary schools. That's according to the U.N. children's agency, which says that ]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Afghan girls attend school in a classroom, in Kabul, March 25, 2023. One thousand days have passed since girls in Afghanistan were banned from attending secondary schools. That's according to the U.N. children's agency, which says that "no country can move forward when half its population is left behind." (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi, File)
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                                        ISLAMABAD (AP) -- A thousand days have passed since girls in Afghanistan were banned from attending secondary schools, according to the U.N. children's agency, which said Thursday that "no country can move forward when half its population is left behind."
UNICEF Executive Director Catherine Russell in a statement urged Taliban authorities to allow all children to resume learning immediately, and called on the international community to support Afghan girls, who she said need it more than ever. The agency estimates that more than 1 million girls are affected.
The U.N. has warned that the ban on girls' education remains the Taliban's biggest obstacle to gaining recognition as the legitimate rulers of Afghanistan.
The Taliban, who took over in Afghanistan following the withdrawal of U.S. and NATO forces in 2021, has said girls continuing their education goes against the group's strict interpretation of Islamic law.

    


Despite initially promising a more moderate rule, the Taliban have also barred women from higher education, public spaces like parks and most jobs as part of harsh measures imposed. When the Taliban ruled Afghanistan in the 1990s, they also banned girls' education.




The Taliban has barred girls from attending classes beyond sixth grade, making it the only country in the world with such restrictions on female education.
In March, the new school year started with girls barred from attending classes beyond the sixth grade. Female journalists were not allowed to attend the opening ceremony.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Taliban also have been prioritizing Islamic knowledge over basic literacy and numeracy with their shift toward madrassas, or religious schools.
UNICEF's executive director called the systematic exclusion of girls "not only a blatant violation of their right to education, but also results in dwindling opportunities and deteriorating mental health."

    


She said UNICEF works with partners to run community-based education classes for 600,000 children, two-thirds of them girls, and train teachers.
Although Afghan boys have access to education, Human Rights Watch has said the Taliban's "abusive" educational policies are harming them. In a report published in December, the group said deep harm has been inflicted on boys' education as qualified teachers -- including women -- left, including an increase in corporal punishment.
Also on Thursday, a spokesperson for the U.N. Human Rights Office said the Taliban have told female civil servants barred from working that their salaries would be cut to the lowest level regardless of their experience or qualifications.
The latest "discriminatory and profoundly arbitrary decision" further deepened the erosion of human rights in Afghanistan, said Liz Throssell.
The U.N. High Commissioner for Human Rights, Volker Turk, called on authorities to rescind all laws, instructions, edicts and other measures that discriminated against women and girls, in clear violation of the country's human rights obligations, Throssell added.
Nobody from the Taliban was immediately available for comment.
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[image: FILE -President Joe Biden delivers remarks about student protests over the war in Gaza, from the Roosevelt Room of the White House, Thursday, May 2, 2024, in Washington. Filippo Grandi, the head of the U.N. refugee agency says he understands that the Biden administration enacted new restrictions on asylum-seekers entering the United States, but cautioned that some aspects of the executive order may violate refugee protection required in international law. ((AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)]
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                                        GENEVA (AP) -- The head of the U.N. refugee agency said Thursday he understands that the Biden administration enacted new restrictions on asylum-seekers entering the United States, but cautioned that some aspects of the executive order may violate refugee protection required under international law.
Filippo Grandi, the U.N. high commissioner for refugees, spoke to The Associated Press as his agency issued its annual "Global Trends" report for 2023. 
The UNHCR report found that the cumulative number of people who have been subjected to forced displacement rose to 120 million last year -- 6 million more than in the year before. The refugee agency noted that the total count was roughly equivalent to the entire population of Japan. 
The report found that three-fourths of the people who were forcibly displaced -- including both refugees driven abroad and people displaced inside their own countries -- lived in poor or middle-income countries. Grandi insisted this was a sign of how migrant and refugee flows were not just an issue for the rich world.

    


He lamented that crises in Africa have been largely overlooked, particularly in Sudan, where some 10.8 million were displaced at the end of last year, after conflict erupted between forces loyal to rival generals in April 2023.




Grandi said the world's focus on crises faced by refugees and internally displaced people has largely centered on the Palestinian territory of Gaza -- where a devastating and deadly war erupted in October last year -- and Ukraine, which has been saddled by Russia's invasion since February 2022.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

He lamented how the world has largely overlooked the refugee crisis spawned by the war in Sudan.
The United States, meanwhile, has faced the "most complex challenge" when it comes to refugees of any country in the developed world, Grandi said -- alluding to an influx across the U.S.-Mexican border. 

    


He criticized the Biden administration's plans to enact new restrictions on migrants seeking asylum at the border -- seen by some as a political maneuver ahead of national elections in November -- as a possible violation of international humanitarian law. But he acknowledged that the administration's ambitions to resettle some 125,000 refugees in the U.S. amounted to "a very shining example of U.S. generosity."
In the U.S. on Wednesday, a coalition of immigrant advocacy groups sued the administration over the recent directive on asylum claims at the southern border, saying it differs little from a similar move by the Trump administration that was blocked by the courts. 
Under pressure from the U.S. government, Mexico has stepped up arrests to keep migrants from reaching the U.S. border. Mexico sends migrants back south on buses and releases them -- a tactic migrant advocates say is intended to exhaust their resources. But it also exposes them to repeated extortion from authorities and kidnapping by criminal groups.
The UNHCR report also highlighted difficulties faced by refugees and internally displaced people amid conflict in countries like Congo and Myanmar, and noted that Syria remains the world's largest displacement crisis, with nearly 14 million people forcibly displaced both inside the country and abroad. 
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[image: FILE - Construction crews bore beneath U.S. 221 in Roanoke County, Va., June 22, 2018, to make a tunnel through which the Mountain Valley Pipeline will pass under the highway. The hotly contested East Coast natural gas pipeline was given the go-ahead Tuesday, June 11, 2024, to start operating, six years after construction began at more than double its original estimated cost. (Heather Rousseau/The Roanoke Times via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Demonstrators against the Mountain Valley Pipeline protest at Northern Virginia Community College where gubernatorial candidates, Terry McAuliffe and Glenn Youngkin are debating each other, in Alexandria, Va., Tuesday, Sept. 28, 2021. The hotly contested East Coast natural gas pipeline was given the go-ahead Tuesday, June 11, 2024, to start operating, six years after construction began at more than double its original estimated cost. (AP Photo/Cliff Owen, File)]
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[image: FILE - U.S. Sen. Tim Kaine, D-Va., speaks during a committee hearing on Capitol Hill in Washington, June 8, 2023. Political observers have already placed bets on Kaine, predicting the Democrat will glide into a third term as the junior U.S. Senator of Virginia, but Republicans vying for a chance to unseat the former vice presidential candidate say they see an opening with President Joe Biden at the top of November's ticket. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 4 | FILE - U.S. Sen. Tim Kaine, D-Va., speaks during a committee hearing on Capitol Hill in Washington, June 8, 2023. Political observers have already placed bets on Kaine, predicting the Democrat will glide into a third term as the junior U.S. Senator of Virginia, but Republicans vying for a chance to unseat the former vice presidential candidate say they see an opening with President Joe Biden at the top of November's ticket. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        Senate confirms new energy regulators, extending Biden's grip on panel that backs renewable energy

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Sen. Joe Manchin, I-W.Va., listens as Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen responds to a question by Sen. John Kennedy, R-La., during a Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Financial Services and General Government hearing, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, on Capitol Hill in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 4 | Sen. Joe Manchin, I-W.Va., listens as Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen responds to a question by Sen. John Kennedy, R-La., during a Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Financial Services and General Government hearing, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, on Capitol Hill in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 4
Sen. Joe Manchin, I-W.Va., listens as Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen responds to a question by Sen. John Kennedy, R-La., during a Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Financial Services and General Government hearing, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, on Capitol Hill in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Construction crews bore beneath U.S. 221 in Roanoke County, Va., June 22, 2018, to make a tunnel through which the Mountain Valley Pipeline will pass under the highway. The hotly contested East Coast natural gas pipeline was given the go-ahead Tuesday, June 11, 2024, to start operating, six years after construction began at more than double its original estimated cost. (Heather Rousseau/The Roanoke Times via AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 4 | FILE - Construction crews bore beneath U.S. 221 in Roanoke County, Va., June 22, 2018, to make a tunnel through which the Mountain Valley Pipeline will pass under the highway. The hotly contested East Coast natural gas pipeline was given the go-ahead Tuesday, June 11, 2024, to start operating, six years after construction began at more than double its original estimated cost. (Heather Rousseau/The Roanoke Times via AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 4
FILE - Construction crews bore beneath U.S. 221 in Roanoke County, Va., June 22, 2018, to make a tunnel through which the Mountain Valley Pipeline will pass under the highway. The hotly contested East Coast natural gas pipeline was given the go-ahead Tuesday, June 11, 2024, to start operating, six years after construction began at more than double its original estimated cost. (Heather Rousseau/The Roanoke Times via AP, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Joe Biden's grip on a key federal energy commission will last beyond his first term, giving a boost to the Democrat's push for renewable energy regardless of the election results in November.
The Senate ensured that political reality as lawmakers approved three new members of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, including two Democrats.
Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., said confirmation of the three nominees allow FERC to "keep its quorum and continue its mission of providing Americans with affordable, reliable, safe energy.''
The five-member commission oversees natural gas pipelines and other energy infrastructure, including transmission of electricity across state lines, hydropower and interstate transportation of oil and natural gas.
The panel approved a long-awaited rule last month making it easier to transmit renewable energy such as wind and solar power to the electric grid -- a key part of Biden's goal to eliminate greenhouse gas emissions economy-wide by 2050. The rule is aimed at boosting the nation's aging power grid to meet surging demand fueled by huge data centers, electrification of vehicles and buildings, artificial intelligence and other uses.

    


Earlier this week, the agency approved a request by the nearly $8 billion Mountain Valley Pipeline to send natural gas across rugged mountainsides in West Virginia and Virginia, despite longstanding objections from environmental groups, landowners and some elected officials. 




On Wednesday, the Senate confirmed the nominations of Democrat David Rosner and Republican Lindsay See for three and four-year terms, respectively, on the commission. Senators on Thursday confirmed Democrat Judy Chang's nomination to a five-year term. Chang replaces Democrat Allison Clements, whose term expires June 30.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The votes give Democrats a 3-2 majority on the commission until at least June 2026, when the term of Democratic Chairman Willie Phillips is set to expire.

    


"A fully seated, bipartisan FERC provides more opportunity for advancing long-lasting, sensible energy infrastructure policy,'' said West Virginia Sen. Joe Manchin, a Democrat-turned-independent who chairs the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee.
"When it comes to fairly assessing all interests, five heads are better than one,'' Manchin said Wednesday. "Bringing together five different people, with five different life experiences and perspectives, helps ensure that all affected interests will be heard and fairly considered and assessed'' by the energy commission.
Rosner, See and Chang "are very different people, from very different backgrounds,'' said Manchin, who supported all three nominees. "What matters most is their willingness to work with one another, to consider and assess fairly different interests and points of view, and to put partisan passions aside in favor of the public interest.''
Rosner, a former FERC staffer, has spent the past two years on Manchin's Democratic staff on the energy committee. See, who serves as solicitor general for the state of West Virginia, argued the state's case challenging a major U.S. Environmental Protection Agency rule on power plant pollution before the Supreme Court. Chang, of Massachusetts, is a former undersecretary of energy and climate solutions for the state government.

    


Manchin said he knows Rosner well: "I have seen firsthand his expert knowledge on energy issues, his fairness, his nonpartisan approach to every problem we've had, and his ability to work with both sides on these issues, and he's done that tremendously.''
Manchin, a political moderate who plays a crucial role on energy issues, called See "a very capable and experienced lawyer" who is "well-qualified to serve on the commission.''
Chang, who now teaches at Harvard's Kennedy School, led energy policy under Republican Gov. Charlie Baker. "I can think of no better preparation for serving on a bipartisan commission than working for a Republican administration in a very blue state,'' Manchin said.

    


Rosner's nomination was approved, 67-27, while See won approval, 83-12. Chang was confirmed by a vote of 63-33.
Democratic Sen. Tim Kaine of Virginia opposed Rosner and See, saying he continued to be unhappy about federal approval of the Mountain Valley Pipeline, a longtime Manchin priority.
"I voted no on rubber-stamping the same old people to FERC," Kaine said in a statement.
Americans for a Clean Energy Grid, an advocacy group that supports expansion and modernization of the electric grid, hailed the Senate votes, saying FERC "operates most effectively with a full slate of commissioners.''
Christina Hayes, the group's executive director, said she was pleased that all three new commissioners recognize the need to address growing power demand and strengthen grid reliability. "We are also encouraged by all three nominees' acknowledgement that interregional transmission is one important solution" to protect the grid from extreme weather events exacerbated by climate change, she said.
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Abortion pill access is unchanged after the Supreme Court's decision. Here's what you need to know

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - A patient prepares to take the first of two combination pills, mifepristone, for a medication abortion during a visit to a clinic in Kansas City, Kan., on, Oct. 12, 2022. The Supreme Court on Thursday, June 13, 2024, unanimously preserved access to the medication that was used in nearly two-thirds of all abortions in the U.S. last year, in the court's first abortion decision since conservative justices overturned Roe v. Wade two years ago. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Access to the abortion pill mifepristone will not change after the U.S. Supreme Court unanimously rejected an effort Thursday by anti-abortion groups to roll back its availability, a win for abortion rights supporters and millions of women in states where abortion is legal.
Despite the ruling, women's access to mifepristone still largely depends on a patchwork of state laws, with only about half of states allowing full access under terms approved by the federal government.
"It doesn't change anything anywhere," said David S. Cohen, a law professor at Drexel University. "Tomorrow's the same as today, which is the same as yesterday, which is the same as before this case was filed."
Here's a look at what Thursday's decision does and does not mean for abortion access.
What did the Supreme Court decide?
Essentially, the justices said the anti-abortion doctors who brought the case did not have the legal standing to sue the Food and Drug Administration over the drug's safety or changes making it more widely available. The FDA approved the drug more than 20 years ago and has reiterated its safety and effectiveness.

    


The anti-abortion doctors, under the name the Alliance for Hippocratic Medicine, argued they might have to treat emergency room patients who experience serious injuries after taking mifepristone. 




While the decision keeps mifepristone available, legal experts say that other groups or individuals who believe they can show a stronger legal connection to the drug might try to sue along similar lines.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It's a win that the status quo is preserved but it doesn't signal that these are now dead arguments that others aren't going to try and pursue," said Rachel Rebouche, a Temple University law professor.
What is mifepristone? 
Mifepristone is a prescribed to end pregnancies by dilating the cervix and blocking the hormone progesterone, which is needed to sustain a pregnancy. It is usually taken with a second drug, misprostol, that causes the uterus to cramp and contract. The two-drug regimen is used to end a pregnancy through 10 weeks.

    


What does the ruling mean for the status of mifepristone?
Mifepristone remains fully approved and available under the current FDA framework, which allows telehealth prescribing and mail delivery to patients. The FDA has also expanded availability to large pharmacy chains and allowed prescribing by nurses and other health professionals.
Those policies have increased the prescribing of mifepristone, which accounted for nearly two-thirds of all U.S. abortions last year. 
Access to the pills is restricted across large swaths of the country because of state laws that ban abortion (including medication abortion) outright or impose separate restrictions on the drug's use.
How do state laws impact access to mifepristone?
Access largely depends on the laws in the state where a patient lives and, in the case of states banning or restricting mifepristone, what steps they are willing to take to circumvent them.
About half of U.S. states allows online prescribing and mail delivery of mifepristone, conforming to FDA's label for the drug.
Currently, 14 states are enforcing bans on abortion at all stages of pregnancy, including with mifepristone. More than a dozen other states have laws specifically limiting how it can be prescribed, such as requiring an in-person visit with a physician or separate counseling about the potential risks and downsides of the drug.

    


Those steps are not supported by major medical societies, including the American Medical Association.
How safe and effective is mifepristone?
The FDA and the Biden administration filed multiple legal challenges that reiterated the drug's safety and effectiveness.
Mifepristone results in a completed abortion 97.4% of the time, according to the FDA label. Like all drugs, the abortion pill is not 100% effective and in 2.6% of cases, a surgical intervention was needed to complete the abortion. Less than 1% of the time, the pregnancy continued.
In rare cases, mifepristone can cause serious complications including excessive bleeding, infections and other emergency problems. Those occur in far less than a fraction of 1% of all patients using the drug, according to the FDA label.

    


How are medication abortions increasing despite restrictions?
Despite state laws targeting mifepristone, statistics show women in those states continue to receive the drug through the mail because state authorities have little visibility into deliveries by the U.S. Postal Service.
A survey earlier this year found about about 8,000 women a month in states that restrict abortion or place limits on telehealth prescribing were getting the pills by mail by the end of 2023, according to the Society of Family Planning.
What's next for legal challenges to mifepristone?
Legal experts say other parties could bring new lawsuits.
Idaho, Kansas and Missouri sought to join the case against the FDA and the Biden administration, which Supreme Court rejected -- though a conservative Texas judge who initially ruled against the FDA allowed them to intervene in the case in his district. The three states, all led by Republican attorneys general, could try to revive the case at the lower court, according to legal experts.

    


"They are not physicians who have to show that they actually have some relationship to abortion care," Rebouche said. "They're claiming a state interest in the regulation of medicine, so I think that's the vehicle in which you could see a lawsuit come forward."
___
Geoff Mulvihill contributed to this story from Cherry Hill, N.J.
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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With deal done, Disney will withdraw lawsuit, ending conflict with DeSantis and his appointees

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - The Cinderella Castle is seen at the Magic Kingdom at Walt Disney World, July 14, 2023, in Lake Buena Vista, Fla. Months after Disney and Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis' appointees agreed to end a protracted legal fight, the two sides are set to approve an agreement Wednesday, June 5, 2024, that could result in the company investing $17 billion into its Florida resort and opens the door to a fifth major theme park at Walt Disney World. (AP Photo/John Raoux, File)]
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                                        ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) -- Now that Disney and Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis' appointees to a governing district have reached a deal on how Walt Disney World will be developed over the next two decades, the company plans to ask that its federal lawsuit be dismissed, ending the last piece of conflict between the two sides.
The decision comes as little surprise because the federal lawsuit's future was contingent on whether a development agreement could be reached between Disney and the DeSantis appointees to the Central Florida Tourism Oversight District that governs Disney World, according to a settlement reached in March.
The development deal was approved Wednesday night by the DeSantis appointees on the district's board. A Disney official on Thursday confirmed the plans to ask for the dismissal of the federal lawsuit against DeSantis and his appointees but wasn't authorized to speak publicly on the matter. 

    


As part of the 15-year deal, Disney agreed to invest $17 billion into Disney World over the next two decades and the district committed to making infrastructure improvement on the theme park resort's property. The district provides municipal services such as firefighting, planning and mosquito control, among other things, and was controlled by Disney supporters before last year's takeover by the DeSantis appointees.




"This new development agreement paves the way for us to invest billions of dollars in Walt Disney World Resort, supporting the growth of this global destination, fueling the Florida economy, and allowing us to deliver even more memorable and extraordinary experiences for our guests," said Jeff Vahle, president of Walt Disney World Resort.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Under the terms of the deal, Disney is approved to build a fifth major theme park at Disney World and two more minor parks, such as water parks, if it desires. The company can also raise the number of hotel rooms on its property from almost 40,000 rooms to more than 53,000 rooms and increase the amount of retail and restaurant space by more than 20%. Disney will retain control of building heights so it can maintain an immersive environment.

    


In exchange, Disney will donate up to 100 acres (40 hectares) of Disney World's 24,000 acres (9,700 hectares) for the construction of infrastructure projects controlled by the district. The company also will need to award at least half of its construction projects to companies based in Florida and spend at least $10 million on affordable housing for central Florida.
A DeSantis spokesman said the governor was pleased that an agreement had been reached.
"This agreement is a big win for central Florida and will lead to numerous jobs and improved guest experiences," said Bryan Griffin, communications director for the governor's office.
The agreement followed a detente in March in which both sides agreed to stop litigating each other in state court and work toward negotiating a new development agreement and a new comprehensive plan no later than next year.
The March settlement ended almost two years of litigation sparked by DeSantis' takeover of the district after the company's opposition to a 2022 law that bans classroom lessons on sexual orientation and gender identity in early grades. The law was championed by the Republican governor, who used Disney as a punching bag in speeches during his run for the 2024 GOP presidential nomination until he suspended his campaign earlier this year.

    


As punishment for Disney's opposition to the controversial law, DeSantis took over the governing district through legislation passed by the Republican-controlled Florida Legislature and appointed a new board of supervisors. Disney sued DeSantis and his appointees, claiming the company's free speech rights were violated for speaking out against the legislation. A federal judge dismissed that lawsuit in January, but Disney appealed.
Before control of the district changed hands early last year, the Disney supporters on its board signed agreements with the company shifting control over design and construction at Disney World to the company. The new DeSantis appointees claimed the "eleventh-hour deals" neutered their powers, and the district sued the company in state court in Orlando to have the contracts voided.
Disney filed counterclaims that included asking the state court to declare the agreements valid and enforceable. Those state court lawsuits were dismissed as part of the March settlement.
___
Follow Mike Schneider on the social platform X: @MikeSchneiderAP.
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South Africa political parties cobble together unity government as deadline to elect president looms
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    [image: South African president Cyril Ramaphosa arrives at a Cape Town hotel to meets with Senior officials of the ANC during an ANC's National Executive Committee Thursday, June 13, 2024. South Africa's Parliament is due to elect a president Friday while major political parties are still working out a coalition agreement that might or might not see Ramaphosa return for a second term as leader of Africa's most industrialized economy. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)]
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[image: FILE - South African president Cyril Ramaphosa meets with senior officials of his African National Congress party during the ANC's National Executive Committee Thursday, June 6, 2024 in Johannesburg, South Africa. South African lawmakers are expected to elect the country's president on Friday, June 14 after being sworn in at the first sitting of Parliament that will also reveal the kind of unity government the ruling African National Congress has managed to cobble together after losing its majority for the first time since 1994. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay, File)]
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[image: FILE - The leader of Inkatha Freedom Party, Velenkosi Hlabisa, waves to the crowd during an election rally in Richards Bay, near Durban, South Africa, Sunday, May 26, 2024. South African lawmakers are expected to elect the country's president on Friday, June 14 after being sworn in at the first sitting of Parliament that will also reveal the kind of unity government the ruling African National Congress has managed to cobble together after losing its majority for the first time since 1994. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti, File)]
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[image: FILE -- Former president and now leader of the MK Party, Jacob Zuma, looks on at the Results Operation Centre (ROC) in Midrand, Johannesburg, South Africa, Saturday, June 1, 2024. South African lawmakers are expected to elect the country's president on Friday, June 14 after being sworn in at the first sitting of Parliament that will also reveal the kind of unity government the ruling African National Congress has managed to cobble together after losing its majority for the first time since 1994. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe, File)]
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[image: FILE - South African Democratic Alliance opposition leader John Steenhuisen, center, arrives at the formal announcement of the results in South Africa's general elections at the National Results Operations Center in Johannesburg, South Africa, Sunday, June 2, 2024. South African lawmakers are expected to elect the country's president on Friday, June 14 after being sworn in at the first sitting of Parliament that will also reveal the kind of unity government the ruling African National Congress has managed to cobble together after losing its majority for the first time since 1994. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay, File)]
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[image: FILE - Economic Freedom Fighters (EFF) leader, Julius Malema, front center, arrives at the Results Operation Centre (ROC) in Midrand, Johannesburg, South Africa, Saturday, June 1, 2024. South African lawmakers are expected to elect the country's president on Friday, June 14 after being sworn in at the first sitting of Parliament that will also reveal the kind of unity government the ruling African National Congress has managed to cobble together after losing its majority for the first time since 1994. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe, File)]
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    [image: South African president Cyril Ramaphosa arrives at a Cape Town hotel to meets with Senior officials of the ANC during an ANC's National Executive Committee Thursday, June 13, 2024. South Africa's Parliament is due to elect a president Friday while major political parties are still working out a coalition agreement that might or might not see Ramaphosa return for a second term as leader of Africa's most industrialized economy. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)]
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[image: FILE - South African president Cyril Ramaphosa meets with senior officials of his African National Congress party during the ANC's National Executive Committee Thursday, June 6, 2024 in Johannesburg, South Africa. South African lawmakers are expected to elect the country's president on Friday, June 14 after being sworn in at the first sitting of Parliament that will also reveal the kind of unity government the ruling African National Congress has managed to cobble together after losing its majority for the first time since 1994. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay, File)]
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[image: FILE - The leader of Inkatha Freedom Party, Velenkosi Hlabisa, waves to the crowd during an election rally in Richards Bay, near Durban, South Africa, Sunday, May 26, 2024. South African lawmakers are expected to elect the country's president on Friday, June 14 after being sworn in at the first sitting of Parliament that will also reveal the kind of unity government the ruling African National Congress has managed to cobble together after losing its majority for the first time since 1994. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti, File)]
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[image: FILE -- Former president and now leader of the MK Party, Jacob Zuma, looks on at the Results Operation Centre (ROC) in Midrand, Johannesburg, South Africa, Saturday, June 1, 2024. South African lawmakers are expected to elect the country's president on Friday, June 14 after being sworn in at the first sitting of Parliament that will also reveal the kind of unity government the ruling African National Congress has managed to cobble together after losing its majority for the first time since 1994. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe, File)]
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[image: FILE - South African Democratic Alliance opposition leader John Steenhuisen, center, arrives at the formal announcement of the results in South Africa's general elections at the National Results Operations Center in Johannesburg, South Africa, Sunday, June 2, 2024. South African lawmakers are expected to elect the country's president on Friday, June 14 after being sworn in at the first sitting of Parliament that will also reveal the kind of unity government the ruling African National Congress has managed to cobble together after losing its majority for the first time since 1994. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay, File)]
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[image: FILE - Economic Freedom Fighters (EFF) leader, Julius Malema, front center, arrives at the Results Operation Centre (ROC) in Midrand, Johannesburg, South Africa, Saturday, June 1, 2024. South African lawmakers are expected to elect the country's president on Friday, June 14 after being sworn in at the first sitting of Parliament that will also reveal the kind of unity government the ruling African National Congress has managed to cobble together after losing its majority for the first time since 1994. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe, File)]
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                                        JOHANNESBURG (AP) -- South African lawmakers are expected to elect the country's president Friday after being sworn in at the first sitting of Parliament that will also reveal the kind of unity government the ruling African National Congress has cobbled together after losing its majority for the first time since 1994.
The lawmakers are also expected to elect Parliament's new speaker and deputy speaker, choices that will be determined by negotiations that have taken place between the ANC and opposition parties since the country's election results were declared nearly two weeks ago.
Parties are under pressure to conclude negotiations by Thursday to fulfill the constitutional requirement to swear in lawmakers and elect the president within 14 days of election results being declared.
The African National Congress won 40% of the national vote during the country's highly contested election, followed by the Democratic Alliance, or DA, with just over 21% and the newly formed uMkhonto weSizwe Party with about 15% of the vote in their first-ever election.

    


The ANC has opted to form a national unity government that will include most political parties that contested the election instead of a straightforward coalition with a few parties.




However, initial negotiations have laid bare the deep divisions between South Africa's political parties, with some already rejecting the proposed unity government while others have agreed to be part of it.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The ANC's national executive committee, the party's highest decision-making body between conferences, will meet in Cape Town on Thursday to finalize the agreements it has made with the other parties and will make an announcement afterwards.
On Wednesday, the Inkatha Freedom Party, the fifth-biggest party with 3.85% of the vote, confirmed it had decided to join the national unity government that will be led by the ANC.

    


It said it had also started negotiations to form a coalition with ANC and DA in the KwaZulu-Natal province where the MK Party got the most votes.
"We will participate in the government of national unity for the sake of our country and for the sake of our people, who want life to continue with a stable government that will address their challenges," said IFP president Velenkosini Hlabisa.
While the MK Party emerged as arguably the biggest winner in the election with an impressive performance despite being formed only six months ago, it has refused to join the unity government and sought to prevent the sitting from going ahead.
Th Constitutional Court on Thursday dismissed the party's application to interdict the chief justice from convening the first sitting, giving a go-ahead for it to proceed.
The party continues to dispute the election results, claiming widespread vote-rigging, and has said its 58 elected lawmakers will boycott the sitting.
The South African Constitution says only one-third of Parliament's 400 lawmakers need to be present for a quorum and for the vote to elect the president to proceed.
South Africa's independent electoral commission and independent observers have declared the election free and fair.

    


As the deadline to reach an agreement approached on Thursday, the rift between DA and the fourth-biggest party, Economic Freedom Fighters, or EFF, appeared to be one of the main sticking points.
The leftist EFF has said that it won't be part of any arrangement that involves the centrist DA, which they accuse of being anti-Black and opposed to policies that aim to address the injustices of South Africa's past, including Black economic empowerment and land redistribution.
The parties remain ideologically at odds, with DA declaring the EFF its top rival last year.
The animosity between the two suggests the ANC might have to form a national unity government that doesn't include EFF and the MK Party, a pattern that may also play out in coalition governments at the provincial level, where the ANC also failed to maintain a majority in several provinces.
___
AP Africa news: https://apnews.com/hub/africa
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                                        MADRID (AP) -- Spain and Turkey called on the international community Thursday to stop "looking the other way" and press for the end of Israel's attack on Gaza to crush Hamas, following a bilateral summit focused on strengthening economic cooperation between the Mediterranean countries.
"For too long the international community has looked the other way (...), it has thought that without resolving this conflict we could live in peace and stability. What has happened during these eight months has opened the eyes of the world," Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez said at a news conference after the eighth high-level meeting between the governments of Madrid and Ankara.
Spain, Ireland and Norway formally recognized a Palestinian state on May 28 in a coordinated effort, while Turkey first recognized a Palestinian state in 1988. Sanchez urged other European and Western countries to follow in their footsteps "because it is the only solution that can guarantee peace and security in the Middle East."

    


On Monday, the U.N. Security Council overwhelmingly approved its first resolution endorsing a cease-fire plan put forward by U.S. President Joe Biden aimed at ending the eight-month war between Israel and Hamas in Gaza.




Neither Hamas nor Israel has fully embraced the cease-fire proposal. 
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan urged the U.S. and the other Security Council members to lobby Israel. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The Security Council members, especially the United States, should stand behind this decision and put the necessary pressure on Israel to ensure an immediate cease-fire," Erdogan said.
The war in Gaza has killed over 37,000 Palestinians, according to Palestinian health officials, who do not give the breakdown of civilians and fighters. Israel launched its campaign after Hamas and other militants stormed into its territory on Oct. 7, killing some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and taking around 250 hostages. Hamas is believed to be holding around 80 hostages and the remains of another 40.

    


Spain and Turkey, both NATO members, reiterated their calls for a halt in the fighting in Gaza and called for more humanitarian aid for Palestinians. Sanchez also demanded the release of the hostages.
More than 140 countries have recognized a Palestinian state, but the list does not include any of the major Western powers, including the United States, which has been Israel's principal ally. 
In a show of its support for peacemaking efforts in Gaza, Spain last week asked a United Nations court for permission to join South Africa's case accusing Israel of genocide in Gaza. 
The main goal of the Madrid summit was to strengthen trade between the two Mediterranean nations. The two leaders signed a memorandum to boost commerce between their countries to 25 billion euros ($27 billion) in trade, up from the 20 billion euros ($21,5 billion) that Sanchez forecast for the end of the year, an increase of almost 50% since 2018. 
___
AP journalists Suzan Fraser in Ankara and Joseph Wilson in Barcelona contributed to this report.
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                                        BORGO EGNAZIA, Italy (AP) -- The United States and European countries have agreed to lock up sanctioned Russian assets until Moscow pays reparations for its invasion of Ukraine, a senior U.S. official said Thursday. The move clears the way for leaders to announce a $50 billion loan package for Kyiv at the Group of Seven summit, where President Joe Biden is set to sign a security agreement with Ukraine's Volodymyr Zelenskyy.
The highly anticipated agreement will leverage interest and income from the more than $260 billion in frozen Russian assets, largely held in Europe, to secure a $50 billion loan from the U.S. and additional loans from other partners. The first disbursements will be made this year, but it will take time for Ukraine to use all the money, the official said. The official spoke on the condition of anonymity to preview the agreement, which will be included in the G7 leaders' communique on Friday.

    


Ukraine will be able to spend the money in several areas, including for military, economic and humanitarian needs and reconstruction, the official said.
The leaders' statement will also leave the door open to confiscating the Russian assets entirely, for which the allies have yet to secure the political will, largely citing legal and financial stability concerns.




Biden will meet on Thursday with Zelenskyy to discuss a bilateral security agreement between the U.S. and Ukraine, as the international group of wealthy democracies has been looking for new ways to bolster Ukraine's defenses against Russia. They planned a joint news conference afterward. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The agreement on how to use the frozen Russian assets to benefit Ukraine comes several months after the White House broke through a logjam in Congress that stalled approval of some $60 billion in U.S. aid for Ukraine. The delay gave Russia time to make up ground on the battlefield.

    


Earlier Thursday, Biden's national security adviser, Jake Sullivan, described the security pact as a "real marker" of the U.S. commitment to Ukraine, "not just for this month and this year, but for the many years ahead."
Zelenskyy, on social media, said the document is "unprecedented, as it should be for leaders who support Ukraine."
Sullivan said the agreement would not commit U.S. troops directly to Ukraine's defense against Russia's invasion. That is a red line drawn by Biden, who does not want to have the U.S. pulled into a direct conflict with nuclear-armed Moscow.
Scores of countries and organizations are set to meet over the weekend in Switzerland to discuss peace for Ukraine. Biden is not scheduled to attend the summit, and that has disappointed Zelenskyy. Vice President Kamala Harris will represent the U.S. instead while the Democratic president attends a political event in Los Angeles to raise money for his reelection bid. 
Zelenskyy recently said the summit needs Biden's participation because other leaders value the U.S. viewpoint. He said Biden's absence "will be only an applaud to Putin, a personal applaud to Putin."
The G7 summit opened Thursday in Italy's picturesque Puglia region in the south with leaders meeting in private as they discussed the war in Gaza, support for Ukraine and other mutual concerns. Biden arrived late Wednesday. 

    


The informal group of industrialized democracies -- the U.S., Britain, Canada, France, German, Italy and Japan, plus European governing bodies -- meets annually. Italy holds the rotating presidency this year, and Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni is hosting her counterparts. 
The trip is Biden's second outside the U.S. in as many weeks; he was in France last week for a state visit and ceremonies commemorating the 80th anniversary of the D-Day landings in World War II. 
---
Superville reported from Fasano, Italy. 
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                                        MINNEAPOLIS (AP) -- A Minnesota agency's inadequate oversight of a federal program that was meant to provide food to kids, and its failure to act on red flags, created the opportunities that led to the theft of $250 million in one of the country's largest pandemic aid fraud cases, the Legislature's watchdog arm said Thursday in a scathing report.
The Minnesota Department of Education "failed to act on warning signs known to the department prior to the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic and prior to the start of the alleged fraud, did not effectively exercise its authority to hold Feeding Our Future accountable to program requirements, and was ill-prepared to respond to the issues it encountered with Feeding Our Future," the nonpartisan Office of the Legislative Auditor concluded.
Seventy people have been charged in federal court for alleged roles in what's known as the "Feeding Our Future" scheme. Five of the first seven defendants to stand trial were convicted Friday. The trial gained widespread attention after someone tried to bribe a juror with a bag of $120,000 in cash. Eighteen other defendants have already pleaded guilty. Trials are still pending for the others.

    


Education Commissioner Willie L. Jett II disputed the auditor's characterization of his agency's oversight as inadequate. He said in a written response in the 120-page report that its oversight "met applicable standards" and that department officials "made effective referrals to law enforcement."




"What happened with Feeding Our Future was a travesty -- a coordinated, brazen abuse of nutrition programs that exist to ensure access to healthy meals for low-income children," the commissioner wrote. "The responsibility for this flagrant fraud lies with the indicted and convicted fraudsters."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Federal prosecutors say the conspiracy exploited rules that were kept lax so that the economy wouldn't crash during the pandemic. The defendants allegedly produced invoices for meals never served, ran shell companies, laundered money, indulged in passport fraud and accepted kickbacks. More than $250 million in federal funds was taken in the Minnesota scheme overall, and only about $50 million of it has been recovered, authorities say. 

    


The food aid came from the U.S. Department of Agriculture and was administered by the state Department of Education, which funneled the meal money through partners including Feeding Our Future, a nonprofit. The defendants awaiting trial include Aimee Bock, the founder of Feeding our Future. She has maintained her innocence, saying she never stole and saw no evidence of fraud among her subcontractors.
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[image: United States Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin, left, arrives for a bilateral meeting on the sidelines of a NATO defense ministers meeting at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Thursday, June 13, 2024. NATO defense ministers gathered Thursday hoping to agree on a new plan to provide long-term security assistance and military training to Ukraine, after Hungary promised not to veto the scheme as long as it's not forced to take part. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo, Pool)]
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[image: United States Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin, left, poses with Ukraine's Defense Minister Rustem Umerov prior to a bilateral meeting on the sidelines of a NATO defense ministers meeting at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Thursday, June 13, 2024. NATO defense ministers gathered Thursday hoping to agree on a new plan to provide long-term security assistance and military training to Ukraine, after Hungary promised not to veto the scheme as long as it's not forced to take part. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo, Pool)]
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[image: Germany's Defense Minister Boris Pistorius, center, attends a meeting of the Ukraine Defense Contact Group in the format of NATO defense ministers at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Thursday, June 13, 2024. NATO defense ministers gathered Thursday hoping to agree on a new plan to provide long-term security assistance and military training to Ukraine, after Hungary promised not to veto the scheme as long as it's not forced to take part. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)]
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[image: Argentina's Defense Minister Luis Petri, center, attends a meeting of the Ukraine Defense Contact Group in the format of NATO defense ministers at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Thursday, June 13, 2024. NATO defense ministers gathered Thursday hoping to agree on a new plan to provide long-term security assistance and military training to Ukraine, after Hungary promised not to veto the scheme as long as it's not forced to take part. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)]
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[image: United States Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin, second left, arrives for a bilateral meeting on the sidelines of a NATO defense ministers meeting at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Thursday, June 13, 2024. NATO defense ministers gathered Thursday hoping to agree on a new plan to provide long-term security assistance and military training to Ukraine, after Hungary promised not to veto the scheme as long as it's not forced to take part. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo, Pool)]
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[image: Ukraine's Defense Minister Rustem Umerov, center left, greets Spain's Defense Minister Margarita Robles, center right, during a meeting of the Ukraine Defense Contact Group in the format of NATO defense ministers at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Thursday, June 13, 2024. NATO defense ministers gathered Thursday hoping to agree on a new plan to provide long-term security assistance and military training to Ukraine, after Hungary promised not to veto the scheme as long as it's not forced to take part. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 10 | Ukraine's Defense Minister Rustem Umerov, center left, greets Spain's Defense Minister Margarita Robles, center right, during a meeting of the Ukraine Defense Contact Group in the format of NATO defense ministers at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Thursday, June 13, 2024. NATO defense ministers gathered Thursday hoping to agree on a new plan to provide long-term security assistance and military training to Ukraine, after Hungary promised not to veto the scheme as long as it's not forced to take part. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 10
Ukraine's Defense Minister Rustem Umerov, center left, greets Spain's Defense Minister Margarita Robles, center right, during a meeting of the Ukraine Defense Contact Group in the format of NATO defense ministers at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Thursday, June 13, 2024. NATO defense ministers gathered Thursday hoping to agree on a new plan to provide long-term security assistance and military training to Ukraine, after Hungary promised not to veto the scheme as long as it's not forced to take part. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Sweden's Defense Minister Pal Jonson, second left, speaks with Turkey's Defense Minister Yasar Guler, second right, during a meeting of the Ukraine Defense Contact Group in the format of NATO defense ministers at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Thursday, June 13, 2024. NATO defense ministers gathered Thursday hoping to agree on a new plan to provide long-term security assistance and military training to Ukraine, after Hungary promised not to veto the scheme as long as it's not forced to take part. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)]
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[image: United States Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin, left, arrives for a bilateral meeting on the sidelines of a NATO defense ministers meeting at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Thursday, June 13, 2024. NATO defense ministers gathered Thursday hoping to agree on a new plan to provide long-term security assistance and military training to Ukraine, after Hungary promised not to veto the scheme as long as it's not forced to take part. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo, Pool)]
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[image: United States Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin, left, poses with Ukraine's Defense Minister Rustem Umerov prior to a bilateral meeting on the sidelines of a NATO defense ministers meeting at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Thursday, June 13, 2024. NATO defense ministers gathered Thursday hoping to agree on a new plan to provide long-term security assistance and military training to Ukraine, after Hungary promised not to veto the scheme as long as it's not forced to take part. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo, Pool)]
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[image: Germany's Defense Minister Boris Pistorius, center, attends a meeting of the Ukraine Defense Contact Group in the format of NATO defense ministers at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Thursday, June 13, 2024. NATO defense ministers gathered Thursday hoping to agree on a new plan to provide long-term security assistance and military training to Ukraine, after Hungary promised not to veto the scheme as long as it's not forced to take part. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)]
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[image: Argentina's Defense Minister Luis Petri, center, attends a meeting of the Ukraine Defense Contact Group in the format of NATO defense ministers at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Thursday, June 13, 2024. NATO defense ministers gathered Thursday hoping to agree on a new plan to provide long-term security assistance and military training to Ukraine, after Hungary promised not to veto the scheme as long as it's not forced to take part. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)]
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Argentina's Defense Minister Luis Petri, center, attends a meeting of the Ukraine Defense Contact Group in the format of NATO defense ministers at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Thursday, June 13, 2024. NATO defense ministers gathered Thursday hoping to agree on a new plan to provide long-term security assistance and military training to Ukraine, after Hungary promised not to veto the scheme as long as it's not forced to take part. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)
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[image: United States Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin, second left, arrives for a bilateral meeting on the sidelines of a NATO defense ministers meeting at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Thursday, June 13, 2024. NATO defense ministers gathered Thursday hoping to agree on a new plan to provide long-term security assistance and military training to Ukraine, after Hungary promised not to veto the scheme as long as it's not forced to take part. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo, Pool)]
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[image: NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg, right, speaks with Ukraine's Defense Minister Rustem Umerov during a meeting of the Ukraine Defense Contact Group in the format of NATO defense ministers at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Thursday, June 13, 2024. NATO defense ministers gathered Thursday hoping to agree on a new plan to provide long-term security assistance and military training to Ukraine, after Hungary promised not to veto the scheme as long as it's not forced to take part. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)]
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[image: NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg, right, speaks with United States Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin during a meeting of the Ukraine Defense Contact Group in the format of NATO defense ministers at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Thursday, June 13, 2024. NATO defense ministers gathered Thursday hoping to agree on a new plan to provide long-term security assistance and military training to Ukraine, after Hungary promised not to veto the scheme as long as it's not forced to take part. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)]
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                                        BRUSSELS (AP) -- NATO defense ministers gathered Thursday hoping to agree on a new plan to provide long-term security assistance and military training to Ukraine amid Russia's full-scale invasion, after Hungary promised not to veto the proposal as long as it's not forced to take part.
The ministers are meeting over two days at NATO headquarters in Brussels in the last high-level talks before a summit hosted by U.S. President Joe Biden in Washington on July 9-11, where the military organization's leaders are expected to announce financial support for Ukraine.
Ukraine's Western allies are trying to bolster their military support as Russian troops launch attacks along the more than 1,000-kilometer (620-mile) front line, taking advantage of a lengthy delay in U.S. military aid. European Union money was also held up by political infighting.

    


NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg, who is chairing Thursday's meeting, said that Ukraine's beleaguered armed forces need longer-term predictability about the kinds of weapons, ammunition and funds they can expect to receive.
"The whole idea is to minimize the risk for gaps and delays as we saw earlier this year," Stoltenberg told reporters. The hold-up, he said, "is one of the reasons why the Russians are now able to push and to actually occupy more land in Ukraine."




Since Russia's full-fledged invasion in February 2022, Ukraine's Western backers have routinely met as part of the Ukraine Defense Contact Group, run by the Pentagon, to drum up weapons and ammunition for Kyiv. A fresh meeting was held at NATO headquarters on Thursday.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Canadian Defence Minister Bill Blair said that his country would send Ukraine 2,300 rocket motors, and that 80,000 more of the devices are being tested. "Pending the results of those tests, we intend to ship more packages of these motors to our Ukrainian partners in the future," he told reporters.

    


But no progress was made on tracking down the Patriot guided missile systems that Ukraine so badly needs and has been requesting for months. A key advantage of the U.S.-made systems, apart from their effectiveness, is that Ukrainian troops are already trained to use them.
"I continue to work this," U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin told reporters after chairing the meeting. "We're going to do everything we can to make sure they have the capability they need."
While the contact group meetings have resulted in significant battlefield support, they have been of an ad-hoc and unpredictable nature. Stoltenberg has spearheaded an effort to have NATO take up some of the slack.
The idea is for the 32-nation military alliance to coordinate the security assistance and training process, partly by using NATO's command structure and drawing on funds from its common budget.
Stoltenberg said he hopes Biden and his counterparts will agree in Washington to maintain the funding level for military support they have provided Ukraine since Russia launched its full-fledged invasion in February 2022.
He estimates this at around 40 billion euros ($43 billion) worth of equipment each year.

    


On Wednesday, Hungary announced that it would not veto the plan as long as it's not forced to take part.
"I asked the Secretary-General to make it clear that all military action outside NATO territory can only be voluntary in nature, according to NATO rules and our traditions," Prime Minister Viktor Orban said. "Hungary has received the guarantees we need."
The world's biggest security alliance does not send weapons or ammunition to Ukraine as an organization, and has no plans to put troops on the ground. But many of its members give help on a bilateral basis, and jointly provide more than 90% of the country's military support.
The other 31 allies see Russia's war on Ukraine as an existential security threat to Europe, but most of them, including Biden, have been extremely cautious to ensure that NATO is not drawn into a wider conflict with Russia.
NATO operates on the basis that an attack on any single ally will be met with a response from them all.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/nato-ukraine-military-ramstein-russia-assistance-training-9511b3c30d633725cdc1bbb40d3b38a8
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    [image: FILE - Former Oregon Gov. Neil Goldschmidt is shown during an interview with the Oregonian newspaper, Thursday, May 6. 2004, in Portland, Ore. Goldschmidt, a former Oregon governor whose confession that he had sex with a 14-year-old girl in the 1970s blackened what had been a nearly sterling reputation, has died. He was 83. (Michael Lloyd/The Oregonian via AP)]
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[image: FILE - In this July 1990 photo, Oregon Gov. Neil Goldschmidt pauses during a road trip through the Columbia Gorge in Oregon. Goldschmidt, a former Oregon governor whose confession that he had sex with a 14-year-old girl in the 1970s blackened what had been a nearly sterling reputation, has died. He was 83. (Michael Lloyd/The Oregonian via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Portland mayor Neil Goldschmidt, right, and Jewel Lansing, Democratic candidate for state treasurer, welcome Jimmy Carter to the city for a two-day visit on Sept. 28, 1976, in Portland, Ore. Goldschmidt, a former Oregon governor whose confession that he had sex with a 14-year-old girl in the 1970s blackened what had been a nearly sterling reputation, has died. He was 83. (Karen Engstrom/The Oregonian via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Sen. Birch Bayh, D-Ind., right, speaks with Transportation Secretary Neil Goldschmidt just before a hearing on June 24, 1980 in Washington of the Appropriations subcommittee on transportation. Goldschmidt, a former Oregon governor whose confession that he had sex with a 14-year-old girl in the 1970s blackened what had been a nearly sterling reputation, has died. He was 83. (AP Photo/Chick Harrity, File)]
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[image: FILE - Then-Vice President Walter Mondale answers a question from a Weyerhaeuser lumber mill employee during a visit on Oct. 27, 1980, in Eugene, Ore., Rep. Jim Weaver, left, and Transportation Secretary Neil Goldschmidt look on. Goldschmidt, a former Oregon governor whose confession that he had sex with a 14-year-old girl in the 1970s blackened what had been a nearly sterling reputation, has died. He was 83. (AP Photo/Jack Smith, File)]
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[image: FILE - Former Oregon Gov. Neil Goldschmidt, left, announces that Enron and Portland General Electric have signed an agreement under which Oregon Electric Utility Company will acquire PGE from Enron on Nov. 18, 2003, in Portland, Ore. Goldschmidt, a former Oregon governor whose confession that he had sex with a 14-year-old girl in the 1970s blackened what had been a nearly sterling reputation, has died. He was 83. (AP Photo/Don Ryan, File)]
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[image: FILE - Portland mayor Neil Goldschmidt, right, and Jewel Lansing, Democratic candidate for state treasurer, welcome Jimmy Carter to the city for a two-day visit on Sept. 28, 1976, in Portland, Ore. Goldschmidt, a former Oregon governor whose confession that he had sex with a 14-year-old girl in the 1970s blackened what had been a nearly sterling reputation, has died. He was 83. (Karen Engstrom/The Oregonian via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Sen. Birch Bayh, D-Ind., right, speaks with Transportation Secretary Neil Goldschmidt just before a hearing on June 24, 1980 in Washington of the Appropriations subcommittee on transportation. Goldschmidt, a former Oregon governor whose confession that he had sex with a 14-year-old girl in the 1970s blackened what had been a nearly sterling reputation, has died. He was 83. (AP Photo/Chick Harrity, File)]
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[image: FILE - Then-Vice President Walter Mondale answers a question from a Weyerhaeuser lumber mill employee during a visit on Oct. 27, 1980, in Eugene, Ore., Rep. Jim Weaver, left, and Transportation Secretary Neil Goldschmidt look on. Goldschmidt, a former Oregon governor whose confession that he had sex with a 14-year-old girl in the 1970s blackened what had been a nearly sterling reputation, has died. He was 83. (AP Photo/Jack Smith, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 6 | FILE - Then-Vice President Walter Mondale answers a question from a Weyerhaeuser lumber mill employee during a visit on Oct. 27, 1980, in Eugene, Ore., Rep. Jim Weaver, left, and Transportation Secretary Neil Goldschmidt look on. Goldschmidt, a former Oregon governor whose confession that he had sex with a 14-year-old girl in the 1970s blackened what had been a nearly sterling reputation, has died. He was 83. (AP Photo/Jack Smith, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 6
FILE - Then-Vice President Walter Mondale answers a question from a Weyerhaeuser lumber mill employee during a visit on Oct. 27, 1980, in Eugene, Ore., Rep. Jim Weaver, left, and Transportation Secretary Neil Goldschmidt look on. Goldschmidt, a former Oregon governor whose confession that he had sex with a 14-year-old girl in the 1970s blackened what had been a nearly sterling reputation, has died. He was 83. (AP Photo/Jack Smith, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
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                                        Former Oregon Gov. Neil Goldschmidt, who as mayor of Portland was credited with starting the city on its path to becoming a magnet for the young, hip and liberal but whose reputation unraveled after it was revealed he had sex with a 14-year-old, has died. He was 83.
Goldschmidt died at his Portland home on Wednesday, The Oregonian reported, according to family members. The newspaper said the cause was heart failure.
Between converting a busy highway into a popular riverfront park and developing the seeds of a robust public transit system, Portland's fuzzy-haired, sideburned mayor had a secret double life. For years in the 1970s, he engaged in an illegal sexual relationship with the teenage daughter of an aide.
At 32, Goldschmidt was elected the youngest mayor of a major American city in 1972. Seven years later, he left City Hall to become President Jimmy Carter's transportation secretary. He served one term as Oregon governor, from 1987 to 1991.

    


Goldschmidt announced in 1990 that he and his wife, Margie, were separating and he wouldn't seek a second term, saying, "It will require more of myself than I am prepared to give." He never sought elected office again. The decision by one of Oregon's most revered politicians was shocking, and left many wondering why he'd walk away from a career on the rise.




The question may have been answered when Goldschmidt admitted on March 6, 2004, that while he was mayor, he had a sexual relationship that began when the girl was 14. Under Oregon law at the time, the sexual encounters would have been considered statutory rape because of the girl's age, but he escaped punishment because the statute of limitations had expired.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Goldschmidt confessed to The Oregonian as the rival Willamette Week was preparing to publish an article revealing the abuse. He claimed the relationship -- which he called an "affair" -- lasted for about a year. Later newspaper reports showed it had lasted as long as three years. In interviews that were published after her death in 2011, the woman told newspapers that it actually continued for more than a decade and contributed to a tragic life of alcohol and drug abuse.

    


The abuse was revealed months after Goldschmidt had assumed two high-profile positions: as chairman of the Oregon Board of Higher Education and as a point man for a Texas firm trying to acquire Portland General Electric. He retreated from public life.
"In the 35 years since I failed this young woman, her family, and my family, the pain has never eased," Goldschmidt told The Oregonian in an email after the victim died in 2011.
When the abuse became public, Goldschmidt's portrait was moved from a prominent place in the state Capitol to a hidden library. In 2011, it was put in storage at the state historical society.
The scandal reverberated among Oregon's political elite, where rumors circulated about who knew Goldschmidt's secret and kept it quiet.
As governor, Goldschmidt led the state as it recovered from nearly eight years of recession following the decline of the timber industry. He was credited with reforming Oregon's workers' compensation system and pursuing international trade opportunities.

    


Goldschmidt was born in Eugene on June 16, 1940. After graduating from South Eugene High School, Goldschmidt attended the University of Oregon, where he received a degree in political science in 1963.
As student body president, he went straight to then-Gov. Mark Hatfield to seek more support for higher education. At law school in Berkeley, California, Goldschmidt pushed for campus reforms and marched for civil rights in Mississippi.
"He was like a machine gun," Hatfield once told The Oregonian. "He had as many ideas as the trigger would pull."
A legal aid attorney in Portland from 1967 to 1969, Goldschmidt began his political career as a city commissioner in 1971 and was elected mayor the following year. 
Goldschmidt was known as a civic visionary. During the Goldschmidt era, Portland's widely praised light-rail transit system was conceived and built. He fostered strong neighborhoods and provided the spark for downtown revitalization.

    


Portland sports fans recall Bill Walton drenching him with beer after the Trail Blazers won their first -- and only -- NBA championship in 1977.
He left in 1979 to run the U.S. Department of Transportation, earning national acclaim for helping to bail out ailing automaker Chrysler Corp. After Carter lost his reelection bid, Goldschmidt returned to Oregon, where he headed Canadian operations for athletic apparel giant Nike, Inc.
In 1986, Goldschmidt entered the Oregon governor's race, which saw him locked with Republican Norma Paulus in one of the state's closest gubernatorial contests.
The campaign was conducted against the backdrop of the state's continuing economic distress and high unemployment. Goldschmidt, buoyed by support from the business community and his own business experience, won with 52 percent of the vote. Analysts attributed his victory to his economic program and to his record of cutting crime as mayor of Portland.

    


In office, Goldschmidt was willing to place more emphasis on economic growth and less on environmental protection, a reversal of state policies of a decade earlier when many residents feared growth.
He also issued an executive order that gave gays protected civil rights status within state government. Voters, however, revoked that order in 1988.
His governorship didn't win universal praise. Critics said his words outran his accomplishments and others said he lacked patience and had become bored with bureaucracy. He was also dogged by the highly publicized murder of a state prison official, which led to allegations of corruption in the prison system.
An independent investigation ordered by Goldschmidt uncovered problems in the prison system, but no links to the murder.
After leaving office, he founded the Oregon Children's Foundation and volunteered for its literacy program in the schools. He served on many commissions and boards and started his own law practice in downtown Portland, which focused on strategic planning.
He is survived by his second wife, Diana Snowden; their daughter; two children from a previous marriage; and a stepchild.
___
The late Associated Press reporter Steven DuBois contributed to this obituary. DuBois died in 2021.
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Prosecutors in Georgia election case against Trump seek to keep Willis on the case

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Fulton County District Attorney Fani Willis speaks after winning the Democratic primary on Tuesday, May 21, 2024, in Buckhead, Ga. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson, file)]
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- Prosecutors in the Georgia election interference case against Donald Trump, seeking to continue their effort, are asking dismissal of an appeal of a ruling allowing Fulton County District Attorney Fani Willis to continue her prosecution of the former president and others.
In the motion to dismiss filed Wednesday with the Georgia Court of Appeals, prosecutors said there is not sufficient evidence to support reversing the lower court's order. Trump and eight other defendants in the case are seeking to have Willis and her office removed from the case and to have the case dismissed entirely.
They argue that a romantic relationship Willis had with special prosecutor Nathan Wade resulted in a conflict of interest. Fulton County Superior Court Judge Scott McAfee in March ruled that there was not a conflict that should force Willis off the case, but he said there was an "appearance of impropriety."

    


McAfee allowed Willis to remain on the case as long as Wade did not, and the special prosecutor resigned hours later. McAfee also allowed Trump and the other defendants to seek a review of his ruling from the Court of Appeals. That intermediate appeals court last month agreed to take up the case and lawyers for Trump earlier this week asked the court to hear oral arguments.




A Fulton County grand jury in August indicted Trump and 18 others, accusing them of participating in a sprawling scheme to illegally try to overturn the 2020 presidential election in Georgia. Four defendants have pleaded guilty after reaching deals with prosecutors, but Trump and the others have pleaded not guilty. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The case against Trump and the other eight defendants involved in the appeal has been halted by the appeals court while it reviews the lower court ruling. That means the case against Trump, one of four criminal cases against the former president, almost definitely will not proceed to trial before the November general election when Trump is expected to be the Republican nominee for president.

    


But McAfee wrote in an order earlier this week that he plans to continue handling pretrial motions involving the six defendants who did not join in the effort to disqualify Willis.
Trump and the others argue that Wills improperly benefited from their prosecution because Wade used his earnings from the case to pay for vacations. They also assert that comments Willis made about the case outside of court, particularly a speech at a church right after the allegations of her relationship with Wade surfaced, could unfairly prejudice potential jurors.
In the motion to dismiss, prosecutors wrote that Georgia appeals courts rarely overturn a lower court's factual findings: "When a trial court makes determinations concerning matters of credibility or evidentiary weight, reviewing courts will not disturb those determinations unless they are flatly incorrect."
As a result, they argue, there is no basis to reverse the lower court's ruling in this case, particularly "given the substantial leeway the trial court afforded Appellants in gathering and submitting evidence to support their various theories and arguments."

    


As lawyers for Trump and the others tried to prove that Willis and Wade began dating before Wade was hired and that Willis financially benefitted from the case as a result of the romance, intimate details of the two prosecutors' personal lives were aired in court in mid-February. 
McAfee wrote that "reasonable questions" remain about whether Willis and Wade testified truthfully about the timing of their relationship. But he found that there was insufficient evidence that Willis had a personal stake in the prosecution and wrote that he was unable to conclusively determine a timeline for the relationship based on the testimony and evidence presented. 
Specifically addressing Willis' church speech, McAfee didn't find that it crossed the line to the point that the defendants couldn't have a fair trial, but he said it was "legally improper." 
Prosecutors argued that with no trial imminent or even scheduled, there is no evidence that potential jurors were tainted by Willis' comments.
Steve Sadow, Trump's lead attorney in Georgia, said the motion to dismiss "appears to be a last ditch effort to stop any appellate review of DA Willis' misconduct" and that prosecutors have "tried this gambit before with no success."
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EU Commission asks 3 major porn sites to give details on kids' protection measures under digital law
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                                        BRUSSELS (AP) -- The European Commission is asking three of the world's biggest pornography sites to provide details of the measures they have taken to better protect minors from accessing their content and prevent gender-based violence.
The European Union's executive branch took the decision targeting Pornhub, XVideos and Stripchat under its trailblazing Digital Services Act, or DSA, which imposes a set of strict requirements designed to keep internet users safe online. Facing fines, the companies must provide information by July 4.
Pornhub, XVideos and Stripchat have been classed as "very large online platforms" subject to more stringent controls under the DSA because they each have 45 million average monthly users.
"The Commission is requesting the companies to provide more detailed information on the measures they have taken to diligently assess and mitigate risks related to the protection of minors online, as well as to prevent the amplification of illegal content and gender-based violence," the European Commission said on Thursday.

    


The EU wants to find out what kind of safeguards have been implemented to guarantee that viewers are not underage. On most pornographic platforms, a mere click on a "yes" box saying the user is age 18 or over is enough to enter.




The European Commission is also asking the companies to explain how they have adapted their internal organization to comply with the DSA. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The DSA indeed requires designated very large online platforms to equip themselves with independent and well-resourced internal teams with sufficient authority and resources, as well as access to the management body," the European Commission said.
Pornhub last year disputed its status as a very large online platform under the DSA, referring to a statement on its website saying it has 33 million average monthly users.
France, Germany and Britain and U.S. states, including Utah and Texas, have drafted laws requiring porn sites to verify a user is 18 or older. Methods could include checking credit cards or government-issued ID or scanning faces to estimate ages, but all those systems have raised concerns about privacy and discrimination.
Europe's digital law also calls for measures to curb the risk of spreading illegal content online, such as child sexual abuse material, or content that breaches "fundamental rights" like privacy, such as "nonconsensual" images or deepfake porn.
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Top EU court fines Hungary $216 million for flouting asylum law

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban addresses the media after receiving the results of the European Parliamentary elections in Budapest, Hungary, Monday, June 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)]
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                                        BRUSSELS (AP) -- The European Union's top court ordered Hungary to pay a fine of 200 million euros ($216 million) on Thursday for persistently breaking the bloc's asylum rules despite a previous European Court of Justice ruling, plus an additional 1 million euros for every day it fails to comply going forward.
Hungary had not implemented a 2020 ruling from top EU judges in Luxembourg, the ECJ wrote in a press release. "That failure, which consists in deliberately avoiding the application of a common EU policy as a whole, constitutes an unprecedented and extremely serious infringement of EU law."
Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban slammed the ruling as "outrageous and unacceptable." 
"It seems that illegal migrants are more important to the Brussels bureaucrats than their own European citizens," he wrote on the social media platform X.

    


Hungary's anti-immigrant government has taken a hard line on people entering the country since well over 1 million people entered Europe in 2015, most of them fleeing conflict in Syria.
The case concerns changes Hungary made to its asylum system in the wake of that crisis, when some 400,000 people passed through Hungary on their way to Western Europe. Hungary built fences protected by razor wire on its southern borders with Serbia and Croatia and a pair of transit zones for holding asylum seekers on its border with Serbia. Those transit zones have since closed. 




The measures were part of Orban's increasingly strict anti-immigration policies and the extreme minimization of Hungary's asylum system.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Back in 2020, the ECJ found that Budapest's policies had restricted access to international protection, unlawfully detained asylum applicants and failed to observe their right to stay in Hungary while their application went through the full due process, the court recalled on Thursday.
The transit zones were closed in 2020, shortly after the first ECJ ruling.

    


But the European Commission, which is responsible for monitoring the 27 EU member states' compliance with their shared laws, took the view that Budapest had still not complied and requested the European Court of Justice to fine Hungary, the ECJ said Thursday.
After the COVID-19 pandemic outbreak in 2020, the Hungarian government also pushed through a law forcing people seeking international protection to travel to Belgrade or Kyiv to apply for a travel permit at its embassies there to enter Hungary. Only once back could they file their applications.
The European Commission took Hungary to the European Court of Justice over the law, insisting that the country had failed to fulfil its obligations under the 27-nation's blocs rules. The rules oblige all member countries to have common procedures for granting asylum.
People have the right to apply for asylum or other forms of international protection if they fear for their safety in their home countries or face the prospect of persecution based on their race, religion, ethnic background, gender or other discrimination.
___
Samuel Petrequin in Brussels contributed to this report.
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Bulgarian ex-prime minister Borissov offers a coalition. But he doesn't want his old job back

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Bulgarian former Prime Minister Boyko Borissov talks to media after casting his vote at a polling station in Bankya, Sunday, June 9, 2024. Voters in Bulgaria are going to the polls on Sunday in national and European Parliament elections that have been overshadowed by political instability, economic inequality and growing concern over the war in nearby Ukraine. (AP Photo/Valentina Petrova)]
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                                        SOFIA, Bulgaria (AP) -- Former Prime Minister Boyko Borissov, whose center-right GERB party garnered the most votes in Bulgaria's parliamentary election, invited his political opponents Thursday to hold talks about forming a new government.
Speaking to reporters at his party's headquarters, Borissov stated that he doesn't want to be prime minister, but cautioned that there will be a government only if the prime minister is named by his party. Borissov proposed the formation of an expert Cabinet, but insisted that the ministries of foreign affairs and defense should also be taken by GERB.
Borissov said that if these conditions aren't met and the other parties are thinking of revenge and avoid dialogue, Bulgaria will head to another election in September.
Results from Sunday's election showed GERB with 24.7% of the vote, edging out the ethnic Turkish Movement for Rights and Freedoms, which surprisingly came in second with 17.1%, ahead of the pro-Western reformist bloc led by the We Continue the Change party with 14.3%. Four other parties also gained seats in the 240-seat chamber, according to official results.

    


Borissov led three governments between 2009 and early 2021, when his third Cabinet resigned amid major anti-corruption protests.


The reformist We Continue the Change party-led coalition, which was created a couple of years ago with the clear aim of opposing and defeating Borissov's corruption-tainted government, announced on Thursday that it wouldn't support a Cabinet with the participation of GERB.

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


After running neck and neck in last July's election, the two rival groups sought to break the political stalemate by forming an uneasy governing coalition, but it survived only nine months. In heated campaigning for the latest election, both parties leveled charges of corruption against the other, and analysts saw little chance of the two trying to work together again.
On Thursday, the leader of the reformist group, Kiril Petkov, rejected Borissov's proposal saying that they will be a "firm opposition."
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Poland reintroduces restrictions on accessing areas along Belarus border due to migration pressure

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - A Polish soldier patrols the border with Belarus, in Bialowieza Forest, on May 29, 2024, the day after a young soldier, Mateusz Sitek, was stabbed in the chest by a migrant who thrust a knife through a gap in the fence. He died of his wounds on June 6. The Polish parliament observed a minute of silence to honor him on Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski, File)]
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                                        WARSAW, Poland (AP) -- Poland on Thursday reintroduced restrictions on movement along parts of the border with Belarus because of increased migration pressure that has involved violence against Polish security officials.
The ban taking effect Thursday will be valid for 90 days and affects 60 kilometers (37 miles) of the land border between NATO member Poland and Belarus, an autocratic state aligned with Russia. The border between Poland and Belarus runs for about 400 kilometers (250 miles).
The government of Prime Minister Donald Tusk says that the purpose of the so-called buffer zone is to ensure the safety of outsiders, as well as the border guards, soldiers and police who work in the area. It also says it seeks to limit the activities of human smugglers who have been facilitating irregular migration at that border.
Residents and those working or studying in the area will be able to access the border areas, but others will require permits.

    


Refugee rights activists are unhappy with the decision because they say it will prevent them from reaching the area to help migrants who cross the border and need medical or other assistance.




Since 2021 EU authorities have accused authoritarian Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko of weaponizing migration by luring people to his country to find an easier entry point into the bloc than the more dangerous routes across the Mediterranean Sea.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Poland's previous government reacted to the arrival of migrants by building a steel barrier and imposing a state of emergency in 2021 which had since expired.
The number of attempted illegal border crossings from Belarus into EU-member Poland has again been growing recently and Polish officials say they are seeing aggressive behavior by some migrants on the Belarus side of the border. They have posted online videos showing migrants throwing rocks, logs and even burning wood at the Polish troops from behind the fence. One Polish soldier was fatally stabbed by a migrant in late May and was laid to rest on Wednesday.
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Fistfight erupts in Italian Parliament as tensions rise over expanding regional autonomy

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: 5-Star Movement lawmaker Leonardo Donno, center top, is protected by parliament employees from other lawmakers during brawl in the lower chamber of deputies at the Italian parliament, in Rome, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. Tensions in Italy's lower house over a government proposal that opponents says will further impoverish the poorer south erupted into a fist-fight that sent an opposition lawmaker to the hospital. (Mauro Scrobogna/LaPresse via AP)]
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                                        ROME (AP) -- Tensions in Italy's lower house erupted into a fistfight, sending an opposition lawmaker to hospital, over a controversial government proposal that opponents say will further impoverish the poor south.
Video of the fight Wednesday shows lawmakers converging on 5-Star Movement lawmaker Leonardo Donno, who opposes the changes, after he tried to hand an Italian flag to regional affairs minister Roberto Calderoli. Calderoli, a firebrand lawmaker from the Lega party with northern roots, drafted the contested expansion of regional autonomy that would mostly benefit regions like Lega strongholds of Veneto and Lombardy. 
Italian media reported that Donno was taken to the hospital for evaluation after being hit in the head and the chest. 
Foreign Minister Antonio Tajani, interviewed on Sky TG24, expressed disappointment at the scene. 

    


"I have no words,'' Tajani said. "We need to set another example, not punches to resolve political problems. It's not braggadocio, it's not shouting, it's ideas that need to be explained well to persuade voters."
The proposal would give additional regions expanded autonomy in specific functions, a move that the opposition says will further increase the north-south divide in Italy. 




Currently, five regions are granted autonomy, which in part reduces the tax revenue due to the central government in Rome. They range from Trento-South Tyrol in the north, which is comprised of the autonomous provinces of Trento and South Tyrol, to Sicily in the south. The other three are Friuli-Venezia Giulia in the northeast, Aosta in the northwest, and the island of Sardinia. 
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Chinese Premier Li and New Zealand's Luxon hail close ties as they sign trade deals in Wellington
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    [image: Chinese Premier Li Qiang, centre, stands with New Zealand Prime Minister Christopher Luxon, left, and New Zealand Governor General Dame Cyndi Kiro during the official welcome ceremony in Wellington, New Zealand, Thursday, June 13, 2024. Li has arrived in New Zealand at the start of a weeklong tour that also includes Australia and Malaysia. (Mark Mitchell/NZ Herald via AP)]
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[image: Chinese Premier Li Qiang, centre, stands with New Zealand Prime Minister Christopher Luxon, second left, and New Zealand Governor General Dame Cyndi Kiro, right, during the official welcome ceremony in Wellington, New Zealand, Thursday, June 13, 2024. Li has arrived in New Zealand at the start of a weeklong tour that also includes Australia and Malaysia. (Mark Mitchell/NZ Herald via AP)]
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[image: Chinese Premier Li Qiang accepts the challenge during his official welcome at Government House in Wellington in Wellington, New Zealand, Thursday, June 13, 2024. Li has arrived in New Zealand at the start of a weeklong tour that also includes Australia and Malaysia. (Mark Mitchell/NZ Herald via AP)]
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[image: FILE - Chinese Premier Li Qiang delivers a keynote speech during the annual meeting of the China Development Forum at the Diaoyutai Guesthouse in Beijing, China on March 24, 2024. Li arrived in New Zealand on Thursday, June 13, 2024, beginning a rare visit to its closest partner among Western democracies, where a celebration of trade links is expected to vie with concerns about South Pacific security on Wellington's agenda. (Wu Hao/Pool Photo via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - New Zealand Prime Minister Christopher Luxon holds a joint press conference with Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese at the Commonwealth Parliament Offices in Sydney, Australia, on Dec. 20, 2023. China's Premier Li Qiang arrived in New Zealand on Thursday, June 13, 2024, beginning a rare visit to its closest partner among Western democracies, where a celebration of trade links is expected to vie with concerns about South Pacific security on Wellington's agenda. Luxon is expected to salute trade links with China in public statements this week. (AP Photo/Mark Baker, File)]
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[image: Chinese Premier Li Qiang, centre, stands with New Zealand Prime Minister Christopher Luxon, second left, and New Zealand Governor General Dame Cyndi Kiro, right, during the official welcome ceremony in Wellington, New Zealand, Thursday, June 13, 2024. Li has arrived in New Zealand at the start of a weeklong tour that also includes Australia and Malaysia. (Mark Mitchell/NZ Herald via AP)]
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[image: Chinese Premier Li Qiang accepts the challenge during his official welcome at Government House in Wellington in Wellington, New Zealand, Thursday, June 13, 2024. Li has arrived in New Zealand at the start of a weeklong tour that also includes Australia and Malaysia. (Mark Mitchell/NZ Herald via AP)]
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[image: FILE - Chinese Premier Li Qiang delivers a keynote speech during the annual meeting of the China Development Forum at the Diaoyutai Guesthouse in Beijing, China on March 24, 2024. Li arrived in New Zealand on Thursday, June 13, 2024, beginning a rare visit to its closest partner among Western democracies, where a celebration of trade links is expected to vie with concerns about South Pacific security on Wellington's agenda. (Wu Hao/Pool Photo via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - New Zealand Prime Minister Christopher Luxon holds a joint press conference with Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese at the Commonwealth Parliament Offices in Sydney, Australia, on Dec. 20, 2023. China's Premier Li Qiang arrived in New Zealand on Thursday, June 13, 2024, beginning a rare visit to its closest partner among Western democracies, where a celebration of trade links is expected to vie with concerns about South Pacific security on Wellington's agenda. Luxon is expected to salute trade links with China in public statements this week. (AP Photo/Mark Baker, File)]
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                                        WELLINGTON, New Zealand (AP) -- Chinese Premier Li Qiang met with New Zealand Prime Minister Christopher Luxon on Thursday in Wellington, where the two leaders played up the ability of "good friends" to respectfully disagree -- while publicly diverging on little.
Li, China's No. 2 official, is the first Chinese premier to visit New Zealand since a 2017 visit by Li Keqiang. He will also travel to Australia and Malaysia, China's Foreign Ministry said this week. The trip coincides with easing tensions between Australia and China that have vexed the relationship in recent years.
After their meeting, Luxon and Li announced new agreements on trade, environmental and other issues.
China is the South Pacific nation's largest trading partner, with two-way trade worth 36 billion New Zealand dollars ($22 billion). They signed a bilateral free trade agreement in 2008 -- China's first with an Organization for Cooperation and Development nation -- and Li's visit marked the 10th anniversary of a pledge to bolster ties signed in 2014 when China's President Xi Jinping last visited Wellington.

    


New Zealand has long sought to diversify its export market away from dependence on China, but Luxon on Thursday hailed Li's visit as a renewed opportunity for business, adding there were "huge" opportunities for more trade, citing China's "rapidly rising middle class."




Wellington in recent years has struck a more moderate tone with Beijing on security matters than many of its Western partners -- including the U.S., U.K., Australia and Canada -- and has sought a consistent foreign policy approach to Beijing that spans political parties and administrations.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

That has often prompted milder remarks from New Zealand on Chinese human rights or security issues than its allies, but Luxon said Thursday the countries' "longstanding" relationship permitted disagreement.
"The ability to be able to talk very directly and very upfront about issues that we might disagree on, have differences of opinions around, is actually a very good thing," Luxon said. "It might be uncomfortable at times for both parties, but at least we're actually able to do that."

    


Li, too, affirmed the two countries' willingness to diverge.
"It's natural that we don't always agree with each other on everything," he told reporters. "But I think differences should not become a chasm that blocks our exchanges and communication. Instead, it should be a driving force for us to learn from each other and help each other develop."
The countries were "good friends," Li added.
Luxon, when asked by reporters how much of his meeting with Li had covered common ground and how much concerned the countries' differences, replied: "Probably 50-50."
Luxon said he told the Chinese premier he would have "no tolerance" for foreign interference in New Zealand's affairs. Luxon said Li had raised concern about Wellington's possible participation in a trilateral security pact with Australia, the United States and Britain known as AUKUS.
Li arrived in New Zealand's capital to a mostly warm public welcome, with supporters who lined the streets in the capital far outnumbering protesters denouncing China's human rights record.

    


Asked by reporters whether China was a good citizen in the global community, Luxon stopped short.
"It's an important one," he said.
Li's upcoming visit to Canberra will cap two years of efforts to rebuild China-Australia relations after a period of intense challenges, including over regional security and human rights.
It will mark the first visit there by a Chinese premier in seven years, and follows Albanese's trip to Beijing last November and Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi's trip to Australia and New Zealand in March. China has been steadily rolling back tariffs and other restrictions it placed on imports from Australia as relations soured in 2020.
China opposes to Australia's plan to acquire nuclear-powered submarines with assistance from the U.S. and the U.K., which it sees as part of American efforts to constrain China by deepening military ties with other countries in the region.

    


But with Australia unlikely to bend on that issue, Li's focus will likely be on moving past their differences and deepening economic ties. Australia, which has a trade surplus with China, is a major supplier of iron ore and other minerals to the world's second-largest economy.
___
Associated Press journalist Ken Moritsugu in Beijing contributed to this report.
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Rights groups urge Thailand not to extradite Vietnamese activist, saying he's at risk if sent home

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - A flag of Vietnam is seen as a soldier watches from a top of a building neighboring Government Guesthouse and a hotel in Hanoi, Vietnam, on Feb. 24, 2019. Human rights groups urged Thailand on Thursday, June 13, 2024, not to extradite a Vietnamese activist detained in Bangkok, saying that he could be at risk if handed back to Vietnam. (AP Photo/Gemunu Amarasinghe, File)]
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                                        BANGKOK (AP) -- Human rights groups urged Thailand on Thursday not to extradite a Vietnamese activist detained in Bangkok, saying he could be at risk if handed back to Vietnam.
Y Quynh Bdap, who had United Nations refugee status in Thailand, was picked up by local police on Tuesday, the day after he had met with Canadian Embassy officials as he pursued asylum there, according to the Peace Rights Foundation, a Thai organization that had been in contact with him. 
The co-founder of the Montagnards Stand for Justice group was convicted in absentia in Vietnam in January on allegations that he was involved in organizing anti-government riots in Vietnam's central highland province of Dak Lak last June. 
Vietnamese authorities had been making inquiries in Thailand about him, with Thailand's assistance, which sent him into hiding six months ago, Bdap said before his arrest in a video statement. 

    


In the June 7 video, provided to The Associated Press by Kannavee Suebsang, a Thai opposition lawmaker who is active in human rights issues, Bdap said he had "absolutely nothing to do with that violent incident."




"I am a human rights activist fighting for religious freedom and advocating for people's rights," said the 32-year-old Bdap, who fled to Thailand in 2018. 
"My activities are peaceful, consisting only of collecting and writing reports on human rights violations in Vietnam."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Thai immigration authorities told the AP they would look into the case, but then never provided any information or comment.
Bdap is now being held in a Bangkok prison awaiting an extradition hearing, which could take about a week, according to Human Rights Watch. 
UNHCR, the U.N. agency for refugees, said that it couldn't comment on individual cases, but that it "actively engages" with Thailand's government to ensure fundamental international obligations are honored, including not forcibly returning refugees to a country where they are likely to be subject to persecution.

    


"States have the primary responsibility to provide protection and safety to persons on their territory, including refugees and asylum-seekers and people whose lives could be at risk if they were returned," spokesperson Liana Bianchi said.
Calls to the Vietnamese Embassy in Thailand went unanswered.
Vietnam has long been criticized by rights groups and others for its treatment of the country's Montagnard minority, a term loosely used to refer to many predominantly Christian ethnic groups that live in the central highlands and neighboring Cambodia. 
Human Rights Watch has said many have been driven to seek asylum in Cambodia and Thailand as Vietnamese authorities have subjected their communities to intimidation, arbitrary arrests and mistreatment in custody.
"Y Quynh Bdap would be at real risk if returned to Vietnam," said Bryony Lau, deputy Asia director for Human Rights Watch. 
"Thai authorities should immediately release this prominent religious freedom advocate and refugee. Returning him to Vietnam would be a violation of Thailand's obligations under Thai and international law." 

    


The organization has been critical of Thailand for its record on sending home dissidents from Cambodia, Vietnam, Laos and China to uncertain fates, in what they said in a recent report was a quid-pro-quo form of transnational repression, in which those countries sent home dissidents wanted by Thailand. 
The country has ratified the International Convention for Protection of all Persons from Enforced Disappearance, which took effect Thursday, but it's unclear whether Bdap's case will fall under its purview. 
"Cooperation between states in locating persecuted opposition groups is a concerning situation for human rights," Kannavee said. 
He cited examples of Thai activists turning up dead in Laos and Cambodian opposition groups being rounded up in Thailand. 
"This is happening all over," Kannaveee said. 
"Transnational repression really does happen and the exchanges of these dissidents happens regularly, whether in secret or in full view of the public."
Bdap was convicted in January on terrorism charges and sentenced in absentia to 10 years in prison for his alleged involvement in the Dak Lak riots, at a time when he was in Thailand.

    


Overall, about 100 people were tried for alleged involvement in the violent riots at two district government offices in which nine people were killed, including four police officers and two government officials. Fifty-three were convicted on charges of "terrorism against the people's government," state-run Vietnam News reported. 
Days after the verdicts, Vietnamese Foreign Ministry spokesperson Pham Thu Hang rejected criticism that Vietnam had used the trial as an opportunity to crack down on ethnic minorities, saying the government needed to "strictly deal with terrorism according to international law," the Vietnam News reported.

    


"All ethnicities living in a territory of Vietnam are equal," she said. 
Unlike Uyghur refugees indefinitely detained by Thai authorities, Bdap faces a more credible threat of extradition since he has been criminally convicted in his homeland, Peace Rights Foundation said. 
In the video entreaty Bdap recorded before being apprehended, he pleaded for the "help of the United Nations, NGOs, and governments of democratic countries."
"Please protect me," he said.
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Cars? Pork? Perfume? China has many options if a trade war breaks out with Europe
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    [image: FILE - Visitors check the China made BYD ATTO 3 at the IAA motor show in Munich, Germany, on Sept. 8, 2023. The Chinese government has said it will take "all measures necessary to protect our legitimate rights and interests" in response to the tariffs on Chinese-made electric vehicles but it hasn't specified what those might be. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader, File)]
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[image: FILE - Chinese EV manufacturer BYD unveils its electric car Seal at the Paris Car Show on Oct. 17, 2022, in Paris. The Chinese government has said it will take "all measures necessary to protect our legitimate rights and interests" in response to the tariffs on Chinese-made electric vehicles but it hasn't specified what those might be. (AP Photo/Michel Euler, File)]
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        Cars? Pork? Perfume? China has many options if a trade war breaks out with Europe

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Visitors check the China made BYD ATTO 3 at the IAA motor show in Munich, Germany, on Sept. 8, 2023. The Chinese government has said it will take "all measures necessary to protect our legitimate rights and interests" in response to the tariffs on Chinese-made electric vehicles but it hasn't specified what those might be. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader, File)]
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                                        BEIJING (AP) -- Now that Europe has announced tariffs on China-made electric cars, the continent is bracing to see if the other shoe drops.
Will China retaliate with tariffs on European cars, taking aim at Germany's BMW and Mercedes? Would it put tariffs on agricultural products, targeting Europe's politically influential farmers? Or luxury goods from Italy and France?
Analysts warn that an escalating trade war could break out, raising prices for consumers and hurting exporters and their workers on both sides. Both are major markets for each other -- China, a rising economy of more than 1-billion people, and Europe with its relatively well-off population of more than 400 million.
"It's a little bit like seeing a slow motion traffic accident unfolding," Jens Eskelund, the president of the European Chamber of Commerce in China said earlier this year. "The accident has not happened yet and ... it is still possible to find an off-ramp. It is getting urgent."

    


Chinese government officials reiterated Thursday that they would take "all necessary measures" to protect the rights and interests of Chinese companies.




"China reserves the right to file complaints to the World Trade Organization," said He Yadong, a Commerce Ministry spokesperson. He called on the EU to "correct its wrong practices."
China fired a warning shot in January, launching an anti-dumping investigation into European brandy exports including French cognac. France was a leading supporter of the European Union investigation that resulted in Wednesday's EV tariff announcement.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The EU is also investigating subsides given to Chinese wind and solar companies and whether China is unfairly restricting access to the market for medical devices, a long-running complaint of European manufacturers.
The European Union said it had reached out to China to discuss the findings of the EV investigation, and that the tariffs would take effect on July 4 if the two sides fail to resolve the issue. The tariffs would be provisional and finalized only after four months.

    


China's state-owned Global Times newspaper has reported that Chinese companies are planning to ask the government to launch an anti-dumping investigation into certain EU pork products and an investigation into subsidies for some dairy products.
He, the commerce ministry spokesperson, said the authorities would review any applications for investigations and initiate a case if the requirements for one were met.
The Global Times also quoted a leading Chinese auto industry expert calling for raising the tariff on imported vehicles with larger engines to reduce carbon emissions, a move that would hit high-end German exports from Mercedes and BMW.
Volkswagen expressed concern that the EU tariffs on Chinese electric vehicles could escalate trade conflicts and said the European Union is promoting an ongoing trend toward protectionism, nationalism and isolationism. 
"The negative effects of this decision outweigh any potential benefits for the European and especially the German automotive industry," VW said in a statement.

    


Research firm Sanford C. Bernstein noted that the impact on German makers would be muted by the fact that most of their cars sold in China are made locally. Only 2% of Volkswagen's China sales are imports vulnerable to higher tariffs, along with 15% for BMW and 19% for Mercedes-Benz.
China could also impose retaliatory tariffs on French and Italian luxury goods, cosmetics, wine, chocolate or furniture, wrote Gabriel Wildau, a China analyst at the Teneo consultancy, in an analysis ahead of the announcement.
While Germany fears retaliation against its automakers and chemical producers, France and Italy have been advocates within the EU for tariffs on electric vehicles, he wrote.
How big an impact the provisional tariffs would have on Chinese EV sales is unclear. Some Chinese companies might still be able to make a profit, even with duties as high as 30%.
The provisional tariffs range from 17.4% to 38.1%, depending on the carmaker, and come on top of an existing 10% tariff on vehicles. The new rates would pose a serious market barrier to Chinese EV exports, the China Chamber of Commerce to the EU said. 
Calculations by the Rhodium Group found that that five of six models from BYD, China's largest EV maker, would earn a profit with a 30% tariff, while a made-in-China Tesla Model 3 would sell at a loss.
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Ukrainian winemakers visit California's Napa Valley to learn how to heal war-ravaged vineyards

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A group of winemakers near the front lines of the war in Ukraine are getting help from a Napa Valley winery. , Some of the winemakers' vineyards have been bombed by Russia during the ongoing war. (AP video by Haven Daley)
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    [image: Ukrainian winemaker Georgiy Molchanov, left, asks a question to Ivo Jeramaz, right, during a tour of a Grgich Hills Estate's vineyard Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in American Canyon, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]
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[image: Ivo Jeramaz, left, gives a tour of a Grgich Hills Estate's vineyard to visiting Ukrainian winemakers Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in American Canyon, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]
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Ivo Jeramaz, left, gives a tour of a Grgich Hills Estate's vineyard to visiting Ukrainian winemakers Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in American Canyon, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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[image: Ivo Jeramaz, second from left, gives a tour of a Grgich Hills Estate's vineyard to visiting Ukrainian winemakers Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in Napa, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 8 | Ivo Jeramaz, second from left, gives a tour of a Grgich Hills Estate's vineyard to visiting Ukrainian winemakers Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in Napa, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 8
Ivo Jeramaz, second from left, gives a tour of a Grgich Hills Estate's vineyard to visiting Ukrainian winemakers Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in Napa, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ivo Jeramaz, left, talks to Ukrainian winemakers during a tour of a Grgich Hills Estate's vineyard Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in American Canyon, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]
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Ivo Jeramaz, left, talks to Ukrainian winemakers during a tour of a Grgich Hills Estate's vineyard Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in American Canyon, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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[image: Ivo Jeramaz, left, talks to Ukrainian winemakers about the regenerative farming method used at Grgich Hills Estate, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in American Canyon Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]
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Ivo Jeramaz, left, talks to Ukrainian winemakers about the regenerative farming method used at Grgich Hills Estate, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in American Canyon Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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[image: Svitlana Tsybak, left, talks about wine made at her Ukrainian vineyard during a tour of a Grgich Hills Estate, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in Rutherford, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]
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Svitlana Tsybak, left, talks about wine made at her Ukrainian vineyard during a tour of a Grgich Hills Estate, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in Rutherford, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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[image: Svitlana Tsybak, left, takes a photograph of Ivo Jeramaz, center, with a pair cattle horns used for vermicomposting during a tour of a Grgich Hills Estate's vineyard Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in American Canyon, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 8 | Svitlana Tsybak, left, takes a photograph of Ivo Jeramaz, center, with a pair cattle horns used for vermicomposting during a tour of a Grgich Hills Estate's vineyard Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in American Canyon, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 8
Svitlana Tsybak, left, takes a photograph of Ivo Jeramaz, center, with a pair cattle horns used for vermicomposting during a tour of a Grgich Hills Estate's vineyard Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in American Canyon, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ivo Jeramaz, left, holds up soil from a Grgich Hills Estate vineyard while talking to Ukrainian winemakers about regenerative farming Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in American Canyon, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]
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Ivo Jeramaz, left, holds up soil from a Grgich Hills Estate vineyard while talking to Ukrainian winemakers about regenerative farming Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in American Canyon, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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                                        RUTHERFORD, Calif. (AP) -- As the head of an association of winemakers in southern Ukraine, Georgiy Molchanov knows a lot about how to cultivate grapes; not so much how to grow them amid undetonated mines.
But that was the situation he found himself in after a Russian rocket dropped the explosives on his vineyard near the port city of Mykolaiv in August 2022, six months after Russia invaded. The damage -- and danger -- the mines brought to his business marked one of the myriad catastrophic effects the more than 2-year-old war has had on the eastern European country. 
Now, thanks to the combined efforts of the international nonprofit organization Roots of Peace, Rotary International, and the Grgich Hills Estate winery in Napa Valley, Molchanov is taking the steps he needs to reclaim and heal his wounded land. 
First, Roots of Peace and Rotary International provided him with the expertise and supplies he needed to safely detonate the mines. Then, the groups teamed up to bring him and five other Ukrainian winemakers to Grgich Hills in Rutherford. During a weeklong stay here, they learned about regenerative organic farming, an agricultural method that prioritizes soil health and ecosystem balance.

    


"We are discussing how to bring nature, how to bring wines, not harm ... into this land," said Molchanov, who heads the Association of Craft Winemakers in Ukraine's Black Sea region. 




He and his fellow entrepreneurs have another goal as well: to spread the message that, despite the ongoing war, the Ukrainian people remain resilient and look forward to life in peace.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"People in Ukraine are still alive," said Svitlana Tsybak, Owner and CEO of Beykush Winery, also located in the Mykolaiv area. "Yes, war is in our soul, in our life, but we need ... to live our lives so, of course, we need to work."
Tsybak said Russian troops are staked out about 4 miles (7 kilometers) from her vineyard but the war hasn't directly affected her operations. Her winery started exporting wine to the United States six months ago. She said she wants to learn how to expand the presence of Ukrainian wine in the U.S. market.

    


Heidi Kuhn, a California peace activist who founded Roots of Peace, has worked for decades to remove landmines from war-ravaged land that she later helps to convert into vineyards, orchards and vegetable fields. Rotary International, which has collaborated for years with Roots of Peace, helped plan the program for the Ukrainian winemakers and funded their travel to California. 
"There's an estimated 110 million landmines in 60 countries, and today Ukraine tragically has over 30% of the land riddled with landmines," said Kuhn, whose program is known as the "mines to vines" initiative.
In 2000, Kuhn worked with the founder of Grgich Hills Estate, the late Croatian immigrant Miljenko "Mike" Grgich, and other vintners to raise funds to clear landmines in Vukovar in eastern Croatia. The town, located in a winemaking region on the banks of the Danube, was reduced to rubble during the 1991-95 war in the former Yugoslavia.

    


Ivo Jeramaz, Grgich's nephew, a native Croatian and a winemaker at Grgich Hills Estate, said he feels deeply for Ukrainians because he understands how heart-wrenching it is to live through war. He said the family winery has for decades helped Roots of Peace.
"This is just the beginning of a hopeful relationship to literally restore the health of this country," he said. "I hope that not only they see how farming can be conducted without harmful chemicals, but also that they're inspired and that their hope is elevated."
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What we know ahead of Friday's deadline for South Africa to form a coalition and elect a president
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    [image: South African president Cyril Ramaphosa waves as he arrives to meet with senior officials of his African National Congress party during the ANC's National Executive Committee Thursday, June 6, 2024 in Johannesburg, South Africa. The ANC lost its long-held majority in last week's vote but remained the biggest party. An ANC spokesperson said Wednesday that it was now leaning toward a government of national unity that would bring together many of the political parties in a broad agreement, rather than a direct coalition with the main opposition, the Democratic Alliance. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)]
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[image: FILE - South African Democratic Alliance opposition leader John Steenhuisen, center, arrives at the formal announcement of the results in South Africa's general elections at the National Results Operations Center in Johannesburg, South Africa, Sunday, June 2, 2024. South African lawmakers are expected to elect the country's president on Friday, June 14 after being sworn in at the first sitting of Parliament that will also reveal the kind of unity government the ruling African National Congress has managed to cobble together after losing its majority for the first time since 1994. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay, File)]
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[image: FILE - South African president Cyril Ramaphosa meets with senior officials of his African National Congress party during the ANC's National Executive Committee Thursday, June 6, 2024 in Johannesburg, South Africa. South African lawmakers are expected to elect the country's president on Friday, June 14 after being sworn in at the first sitting of Parliament that will also reveal the kind of unity government the ruling African National Congress has managed to cobble together after losing its majority for the first time since 1994. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay, File)]
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[image: South African president Cyril Ramaphosa, center, meets with senior officials of his African National Congress party during the ANC's National Executive Committee Thursday, June 6, 2024 in Johannesburg, South Africa. The ANC lost its long-held majority in last week's vote but remained the biggest party. An ANC spokesperson said Wednesday that it was now leaning toward a government of national unity that would bring together many of the political parties in a broad agreement, rather than a direct coalition with the main opposition, the Democratic Alliance. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)]
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[image: FILE - The leader of Inkatha Freedom Party, Velenkosi Hlabisa, waves to the crowd during an election rally in Richards Bay, near Durban, South Africa, Sunday, May 26, 2024. South African lawmakers are expected to elect the country's president on Friday, June 14 after being sworn in at the first sitting of Parliament that will also reveal the kind of unity government the ruling African National Congress has managed to cobble together after losing its majority for the first time since 1994. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti, File)]
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[image: FILE -- Former president and now leader of the MK Party, Jacob Zuma, looks on at the Results Operation Centre (ROC) in Midrand, Johannesburg, South Africa, Saturday, June 1, 2024. South African lawmakers are expected to elect the country's president on Friday, June 14 after being sworn in at the first sitting of Parliament that will also reveal the kind of unity government the ruling African National Congress has managed to cobble together after losing its majority for the first time since 1994. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe, File)]
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[image: Senior officials of the African National Congress party meet with South African president Cyril Ramaphosa during the ANC's National Executive Committee Thursday, June 6, 2024 in Johannesburg, South Africa. The ANC lost its long-held majority in last week's vote but remained the biggest party. An ANC spokesperson said Wednesday that it was now leaning toward a government of national unity that would bring together many of the political parties in a broad agreement, rather than a direct coalition with the main opposition, the Democratic Alliance. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 9 | Senior officials of the African National Congress party meet with South African president Cyril Ramaphosa during the ANC's National Executive Committee Thursday, June 6, 2024 in Johannesburg, South Africa. The ANC lost its long-held majority in last week's vote but remained the biggest party. An ANC spokesperson said Wednesday that it was now leaning toward a government of national unity that would bring together many of the political parties in a broad agreement, rather than a direct coalition with the main opposition, the Democratic Alliance. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: African National Congress party members protest as South African president Cyril Ramaphosa meets with Senior officials of the ANC during the ANC's National Executive Committee Thursday, June 6, 2024 in Johannesburg, South Africa. The ANC lost its long-held majority in last week's vote but remained the biggest party. An ANC spokesperson said Wednesday that it was now leaning toward a government of national unity that would bring together many of the political parties in a broad agreement, rather than a direct coalition with the main opposition, the Democratic Alliance. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)]
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[image: FILE - South African Democratic Alliance opposition leader John Steenhuisen, center, arrives at the formal announcement of the results in South Africa's general elections at the National Results Operations Center in Johannesburg, South Africa, Sunday, June 2, 2024. South African lawmakers are expected to elect the country's president on Friday, June 14 after being sworn in at the first sitting of Parliament that will also reveal the kind of unity government the ruling African National Congress has managed to cobble together after losing its majority for the first time since 1994. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay, File)]
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[image: FILE - South African president Cyril Ramaphosa meets with senior officials of his African National Congress party during the ANC's National Executive Committee Thursday, June 6, 2024 in Johannesburg, South Africa. South African lawmakers are expected to elect the country's president on Friday, June 14 after being sworn in at the first sitting of Parliament that will also reveal the kind of unity government the ruling African National Congress has managed to cobble together after losing its majority for the first time since 1994. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay, File)]
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[image: South African president Cyril Ramaphosa, center, meets with senior officials of his African National Congress party during the ANC's National Executive Committee Thursday, June 6, 2024 in Johannesburg, South Africa. The ANC lost its long-held majority in last week's vote but remained the biggest party. An ANC spokesperson said Wednesday that it was now leaning toward a government of national unity that would bring together many of the political parties in a broad agreement, rather than a direct coalition with the main opposition, the Democratic Alliance. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)]
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[image: FILE - The leader of Inkatha Freedom Party, Velenkosi Hlabisa, waves to the crowd during an election rally in Richards Bay, near Durban, South Africa, Sunday, May 26, 2024. South African lawmakers are expected to elect the country's president on Friday, June 14 after being sworn in at the first sitting of Parliament that will also reveal the kind of unity government the ruling African National Congress has managed to cobble together after losing its majority for the first time since 1994. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti, File)]
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[image: FILE -- Former president and now leader of the MK Party, Jacob Zuma, looks on at the Results Operation Centre (ROC) in Midrand, Johannesburg, South Africa, Saturday, June 1, 2024. South African lawmakers are expected to elect the country's president on Friday, June 14 after being sworn in at the first sitting of Parliament that will also reveal the kind of unity government the ruling African National Congress has managed to cobble together after losing its majority for the first time since 1994. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe, File)]
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[image: FILE - Economic Freedom Fighters (EFF) leader, Julius Malema, front center, arrives at the Results Operation Centre (ROC) in Midrand, Johannesburg, South Africa, Saturday, June 1, 2024. South African lawmakers are expected to elect the country's president on Friday, June 14 after being sworn in at the first sitting of Parliament that will also reveal the kind of unity government the ruling African National Congress has managed to cobble together after losing its majority for the first time since 1994. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe, File)]
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[image: Senior officials of the African National Congress party meet with South African president Cyril Ramaphosa during the ANC's National Executive Committee Thursday, June 6, 2024 in Johannesburg, South Africa. The ANC lost its long-held majority in last week's vote but remained the biggest party. An ANC spokesperson said Wednesday that it was now leaning toward a government of national unity that would bring together many of the political parties in a broad agreement, rather than a direct coalition with the main opposition, the Democratic Alliance. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)]
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[image: African National Congress party members protest as South African president Cyril Ramaphosa meets with Senior officials of the ANC during the ANC's National Executive Committee Thursday, June 6, 2024 in Johannesburg, South Africa. The ANC lost its long-held majority in last week's vote but remained the biggest party. An ANC spokesperson said Wednesday that it was now leaning toward a government of national unity that would bring together many of the political parties in a broad agreement, rather than a direct coalition with the main opposition, the Democratic Alliance. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)]
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                                        CAPE TOWN, South Africa (AP) -- South Africa's Parliament is due to elect a president on Friday and major political parties are still working out the last details of a coalition agreement that might or might not see Cyril Ramaphosa return for a second term as leader of Africa's most industrialized economy.
It appears likely to go to the wire after Ramaphosa's African National Congress party said it would hold a meeting of its most senior officials in Cape Town on Thursday night, barely 12 hours before Parliament convenes in the city and begins the process of choosing the president.
South Africa has been in a political deadlock since the ANC lost its 30-year majority in an election two weeks ago, forcing it to approach other parties for some kind of agreement to co-govern for the first time. The first priority for the ANC is reelecting Ramaphosa, but it will need help from other lawmakers because it no longer has a parliamentary majority.

    


No final agreement between parties has been announced and the ANC's own internal leadership also has to formally approve any coalition. Here's what we know about the country's most important political negotiations in three decades.




How the president is elected 
South Africans elect a new parliament every five years, casting their ballots for parties who are allocated seats based on their share of the vote. Those lawmakers then elect the president. Because the ANC had a majority ever since the end of white majority rule under the apartheid system in 1994, the vote for president was previously a formality and was always the ANC leader.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

This time is different. Ramaphosa, 71, could still get a smooth ride to a second term if he is the only candidate nominated in Parliament on Friday -- he'd then be automatically reelected. But if another candidate or candidates are nominated, a vote follows, and the ANC would need its coalition partners to secure Ramaphosa's reelection. 

    


First piece of the puzzle 
The Inkatha Freedom Party announced Wednesday night that it would join the ANC's proposed "government of national unity," the first piece of the coalition puzzle. It backed Ramaphosa for a second term. But the IFP only holds 17 seats in the 400-seat lower house of Parliament that elects the president and the ANC needs others to get to the critical point where they have a joint majority.
The key piece 
The main opposition Democratic Alliance now holds the key with its 87 seats, the second highest number behind the ANC's 159. The DA has not confirmed that it has joined the unity government, although it has previously said it is willing. It says it just needs to work out the details with the ANC. That is the crucial negotiation, and those talks were expected to continue on Thursday. An ANC-DA-IFP agreement appears to be the core of any coalition now.
However, the DA has been the most critical voice of the ANC over the last 20 years and bringing the two parties together to co-govern is complicated. There is also some resistance within the ANC to forming an agreement with a party that it has viewed as its number one political foe for so long.

    


Opposition to the coalition
Two other major parties, the new MK Party of former President Jacob Zuma and the far-left Economic Freedom Fighters, have said they will not join a unity government. MK also tried to get the Parliament sitting halted in court but lost its case. MK says its 58 new lawmakers will boycott Friday's first sitting of the new Parliament but that shouldn't affect any vote for president.
South Africa's constitution says at least one-third of Parliament's 400 lawmakers need to be present to attain a quorum and for votes to go ahead. The ANC holds more than one third of the seats on its own.
What will happen
The chief justice will oversee the first part of the parliamentary session, when lawmakers are sworn in before electing the speaker and deputy speaker. Then comes the vote for president.
There are 18 political parties represented in South Africa's Parliament for this five-year term, from the ANC with 159 seats down to the Pan Africanist Congress of Azania, the GOOD party and the United Africans Transformation party with one seat each.
___
AP Africa news: https://apnews.com/hub/africa
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    [image: A document about the Foreign Malign Influence Center, a division of the Office of the Director of National Intelligence, is photographed Wednesday, June 12 2024. Federal officials who track disinformation campaigns say they are issuing more warnings to political candidates, government officials and others targeted by foreign groups as America's adversaries seek to influence the 2024 election. (AP Photo/Jon Elswick]
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[image: Poll workers in help people vote in the Nevada primary at a polling place, Tuesday, June 11, 2024, in Henderson, Nev. (AP Photo/John Locher)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- U.S. officials who track disinformation campaigns say they have issued more warnings to political candidates, government leaders and others targeted by foreign groups in recent months as America's adversaries seek to influence the outcome of the 2024 election.

Without giving specifics, an official from the Office of the Director of National Intelligence said Wednesday that the number is higher, at least in part, because "presidential elections draw more attention from our adversaries."

The increase in notifications to targeted individuals, which began last fall, could also reflect a growing threat or the government's improved detection capabilities, or both, said the official, who was one of several to brief reporters on condition of anonymity under ground rules set by the office of the director.

Lawmakers from both parties have voiced worries about the nation's preparedness for foreign disinformation during the presidential election and the corrosive impact it has on voter confidence and trust in democratic institutions. They also have questioned whether the federal government is up to the task of issuing timely and effective warnings to voters when nations like Russia and China use disinformation to try to shape American politics.





    



Influence operations can include false or exaggerated claims and propaganda designed to mislead voters about specific candidates, issues or races. It can also include social media posts or other digital content that seeks to suppress the vote through intimidation or by giving voters false information about election procedures.

Officials say the list of nations launching such campaigns includes familiar foes like Russia, China and Iran as well as a growing number of second-tier players like Cuba. They also noted indications that some nations allied with the U.S. could mount their own efforts to influence voters.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    



Russia was the top threat, one of the officials said, noting that its main objectives are degrading public support for Ukraine and eroding confidence in American democracy in general.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


China is considered to be more cautious about its online disinformation campaigns and more concerned than Russia about potential blowback from the U.S., officials said. Iran is seen as a "chaos agent" that is more likely to experiment with online techniques to stoke voter anger and even violence.

    



Officials would not specify how many private warnings they have issued to candidates, political organizations or local election offices. Such warnings are delivered after an interagency panel of intelligence officials concludes that an influence operation could impact the outcome of an election or prevent certain groups from voting.

The notifications are only given when officials can attribute the operation to foreign sources, allowing the person or group that was targeted to "take a more defensive stance," an official said.

The office within the intelligence community that leads the work, the Foreign Malign Influence Center, has no jurisdiction over domestic groups. The officials who briefed reporters Wednesday said they work to avoid any appearance of policing Americans' speech or playing favorites when it comes to candidates.

    



Intelligence officials have issued only one public warning so far -- in 2020 when groups linked to Iran sent emails to Democratic voters in an apparent effort to intimidate them into voting for Donald Trump.

Powerful artificial intelligence programs that allow the rapid creation of images, audio and video pose a growing problem, as adversaries look to use the technology to create lifelike fakes that could easily mislead voters.

The use of AI has already popped up ahead of elections in India, Mexico, Moldova, Slovakia and Bangladesh, and in the U.S., where some voters in New Hampshire received an AI robocall that mimicked the voice of President Joe Biden. 

AI deepfakes used by U.S. adversaries remain a top threat, officials said.
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[image: Mike Kennedy, a candidate in the Republican primary for Utah's 3rd Congressional District, takes part in a televised debate at the Eccles Broadcast Center in Salt Lake City on Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (Spenser Heaps/The Deseret News via AP, Pool)]
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[image: Stewart Peay, a candidate in the Republican primary for Utah's 3rd Congressional District, takes part in a televised debate at the Eccles Broadcast Center in Salt Lake City on Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (Spenser Heaps/The Deseret News via AP, Pool)]
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[image: John Dougall, a candidate in the Republican primary for Utah's 3rd Congressional District, takes part in a televised debate at the Eccles Broadcast Center in Salt Lake City on Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (Spenser Heaps/The Deseret News via AP, Pool)]
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[image: Case Lawrence, a candidate in the Republican primary for Utah's 3rd Congressional District, takes part in a televised debate at the Eccles Broadcast Center on Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Salt Lake City. (Spenser Heaps/The Deseret News via AP, Pool)]
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[image: JR Bird, a candidate in the Republican primary for Utah's 3rd Congressional District, takes part in a televised debate at the Eccles Broadcast Center in Salt Lake City on Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (Spenser Heaps/The Deseret News via AP, Pool)]
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[image: Stewart Peay, a candidate in the Republican primary for Utah's 3rd Congressional District, takes part in a televised debate at the Eccles Broadcast Center in Salt Lake City on Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (Spenser Heaps/The Deseret News via AP, Pool)]
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[image: John Dougall, a candidate in the Republican primary for Utah's 3rd Congressional District, takes part in a televised debate at the Eccles Broadcast Center in Salt Lake City on Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (Spenser Heaps/The Deseret News via AP, Pool)]
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[image: Case Lawrence, a candidate in the Republican primary for Utah's 3rd Congressional District, takes part in a televised debate at the Eccles Broadcast Center on Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Salt Lake City. (Spenser Heaps/The Deseret News via AP, Pool)]
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Case Lawrence, a candidate in the Republican primary for Utah's 3rd Congressional District, takes part in a televised debate at the Eccles Broadcast Center on Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Salt Lake City. (Spenser Heaps/The Deseret News via AP, Pool)
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[image: JR Bird, a candidate in the Republican primary for Utah's 3rd Congressional District, takes part in a televised debate at the Eccles Broadcast Center in Salt Lake City on Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (Spenser Heaps/The Deseret News via AP, Pool)]
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JR Bird, a candidate in the Republican primary for Utah's 3rd Congressional District, takes part in a televised debate at the Eccles Broadcast Center in Salt Lake City on Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (Spenser Heaps/The Deseret News via AP, Pool)
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                                        SALT LAKE CITY (AP) -- All five Republicans battling for Utah's only open U.S. House seat agreed in a debate Wednesday that they see an urgent need to reduce federal spending, but only some said cutting military aid to Ukraine would be an effective way to achieve that goal.
The crowded pool of candidates is vying to represent Utah's sweeping 3rd District, which spans the entire eastern border of the state and groups vastly different communities, from the winter resort town of Park City, to the urban center of Provo, down to the red rock recreation hub of Moab. 
At the April GOP convention, state Sen. Mike Kennedy earned the official party nod for the seat U.S. Rep. John Curtis is vacating to run for U.S. Senate. But in a district that represents such a wide range of viewpoints and walks of life, Kennedy's endorsement from delegates, who tend to lean farther right than Republican voters, may not be enough to carry him through the June 25 primary. 

    


He was joined on the debate stage Wednesday by four candidates who had already guaranteed their spots on the primary ballot before the convention by gathering signatures. 




The winner of the Republican primary will face Democratic nominee Glenn Wright, a former Summit County councilmember, in November. The GOP candidate is strongly favored to win in a district that has not been represented by a Democrat since 1997.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    


Among the Republican contenders is Stewart Peay, an attorney and former U.S. Army captain from Alpine who is endorsed by his wife's uncle, retiring U.S. Sen. Mitt Romney. While Peay said previously that Romney's endorsement was a game changer for his campaign, he presented himself Wednesday as more conservative-leaning than his famously moderate family member. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

State Auditor John Dougall similarly leaned in to conservative talking points despite having built a social media strategy around his criticism of certain Republican-backed legislation.

    


A series of skits shows Dougall reading a newspaper on the toilet and emerging from a bathroom stall to air his frustrations about being the state official tasked with enforcing a ban on transgender people using public restrooms or changing rooms inconsistent with their birth sex. He calls the state Legislature an "invasive and overly aggressive" body that he says too often fails to seek input from those most affected by policy.
Dougall's "bathroom monitor" character has boosted his name recognition significantly and has caught the attention of many moderate voters eager to back someone willing to challenge GOP hardliners. But Dougall refrained from taking any jabs at his party during the debate, instead touting his anti-abortion views and years of auditing experience that he said will help him reduce federal spending. 
Cutting military aid to Ukraine as it continues to fend off a Russian invasion is not the way to do that, he said. 
Peay agreed and urged Congress to keep sending weapons and ammunition to help the Ukrainian military. He and Case Lawrence, founder of a nationwide empire of indoor trampoline parks, stressed that withdrawing U.S. support would demonstrate weakness on the world stage. 

    


"I don't believe in foreign aid. I believe in foreign investment, investment in American interests," Lawrence said. "Future aid to Ukraine will be based on facts on the ground and how those affect American interests."
Kennedy and JR Bird, mayor of the northeast Utah town of Roosevelt, said that while it pains them to see Ukraine devastated by war, it is not in the best interest of U.S. officials to continue funding their fight. 
Republicans in Congress have been similarly split on whether to keep sending urgently needed weaponry to Ukraine. The Ukrainian military endured major setbacks during a monthslong funding impasse on Capitol Hill and has since burned through foreign aid faster than expected.
Bird, who promoted himself as the only candidate from a rural part of the district, said the U.S. needs to shift focus from military funding to hitting Russia with stronger sanctions. He criticized President Joe Biden's administration for what he sees as throwing money at the problem when there are more strategic ways for the U.S. to assert its influence. 

    


Kennedy agreed, adding that he would urge the U.S. to seize Russian assets and "make them pay for the mess that they've created for us."
"We cannot be the police officer of the whole world," Kennedy said. "We don't have the money to do all this. Our grandchildren don't deserve us to rack up more national debt to support international wars that are not directly in our national security interest."
Wednesday concluded a marathon week of Republican primary debates in Utah. Challengers for two of Utah's four congressional seats faced off Monday, followed by the four Republicans battling for Romney's open U.S. Senate seat. Candidates for governor and the open attorney general position debated Tuesday.
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    [image: Virginia Sen. John McGuire takes part at a campaign event in Charlottesville, Va., June 5, 2024. Bob Good is fighting a two-front battle to hold his seat in Virginia's 5th Congressional District and with it his role as leader of the conservative House Freedom Caucus -- and that doesn't even count McGuire, his opponent in the Tuesday, June 18, GOP primary election. (AP Photo/Matthew Barakat)]
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[image: FILE - The chairman of the hard-right House Freedom Caucus, Rep. Bob Good, R-Va., is seen at Trump Tower, May 16, 2024. Good is fighting a two-front battle to hold his seat in Virginia's 5th Congressional District and with it his role as leader of the conservative House Freedom Caucus -- and that doesn't even count Virginia Sen. John McGuire, his opponent in the Tuesday, June 18, GOP primary election. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 4 | FILE - The chairman of the hard-right House Freedom Caucus, Rep. Bob Good, R-Va., is seen at Trump Tower, May 16, 2024. Good is fighting a two-front battle to hold his seat in Virginia's 5th Congressional District and with it his role as leader of the conservative House Freedom Caucus -- and that doesn't even count Virginia Sen. John McGuire, his opponent in the Tuesday, June 18, GOP primary election. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Virginia Sen. John McGuire, left, and U.S. Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene, R-Ga., right, make their way through a crowd of both supporters and protesters at a McGuire campaign rally Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in Charlottesville, Va. Bob Good is fighting a two-front battle to hold his seat in Virginia's 5th Congressional District and with it his role as leader of the conservative House Freedom Caucus -- and that doesn't even count McGuire, his opponent in the Tuesday, June 18, GOP primary election. (AP Photo/Matthew Barakat)]
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                                        CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va. (AP) -- Bob Good is fighting a two-front battle to hold his seat in Virginia's 5th Congressional District and with it his role as leader of the conservative House Freedom Caucus. And that doesn't even count his opponent in the June 18 GOP primary, state Sen. John McGuire.
Good, who played a key role in the ouster of former House Speaker Kevin McCarthy, has drawn the ire of establishment Republicans, who are bankrolling a campaign to oust him.
More significantly, he's also lost the support of former President Donald Trump, who is endorsing McGuire. Good fell out of favor with Trump when he endorsed Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis for the 2024 presidential nomination. 
Good switched his endorsement to Trump after DeSantis dropped out, but that failed to assuage the former president. On social media, Trump called Good "BAD FOR VIRGINIA, AND BAD FOR THE USA." Trump acknowledged that Good eventually gave him an endorsement, but it was too late: "The damage has been done."

    


Trump has escalated the attacks in recent days. He issued a video endorsing McGuire and warning that Good "will stab you in the back like he did me."




McGuire has echoed the attacks, calling Good a "never Trumper," putting Good on the defensive.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    


Good, for his part, says he considers Trump "the best president of my lifetime." He says he endorsed DeSantis because he wanted a candidate who could serve two terms, and Trump is constitutionally eligible to serve only one more term.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

He attacks McGuire as a serial campaigner who always has his eye on the next job.
McGuire ran for the state Senate in 2023, and within a week of winning a four-year term there announced he was running for Good's seat in Congress. In 2022, he ran for Congress in another district, the 7th, but later withdrew. In 2021, he ran for the House of Delegates and won. In 2020, he lost a primary race for the 7th District. 

    


"He's literally a perpetual candidate in search of a race," Good said. 
Good, on the other hand, has a relatively short political resume. He served on the Campbell County Board of Supervisors, and then took on incumbent Republican congressman Denver Riggleman in 2020. He defeated Riggleman at a nominating convention as Riggleman faced blowback among social conservatives for officiating a same-sex wedding. 
Good is facing payback for his efforts in McCarthy's ouster. The Republican political action committee Defending Main Street, which almost always spends money to support GOP incumbents, launched a $450,000 ad campaign against Good. 
"We spend 99% of our money protecting incumbents and adding more mainstream conservatives to the House, but this was a unique situation," said Sarah Chamberlain, the group's president and CEO.
Good said he believes the massive ad campaigns against him are the only reason the race is close but that voters don't care he voted for McCarthy's ouster.
He said McCarthy "is on his revenge tour now, and I'm his biggest target."
It might have seemed inconceivable that an incumbent with the conservative record of Good could be vulnerable in a primary, but Alex Keena, political science professor at Virginia Commonwealth University, said the race "has just captured the dynamics in the Republican Party right now really well."

    


He said Good has "put himself on an island," alienating mainstream Republicans by ousting McCarthy. And he lost the Trump voters because, "I guess he betrayed Trump, which is really easy to do."
Good put it simply: McGuire, he said, "is not running to the right of me. He's running to the Trump of me."
McGuire and his campaign did not respond to multiple calls and emails seeking an interview.
The race has splintered the far-right Freedom Caucus, for which Good serves as chairman. Florida Rep. Matt Gaetz has come to the district to support Good, while Georgia Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene campaigned for McGuire.
At a rally last week in Charlottesville -- the most liberal part of the district -- a few dozen McGuire supporters were outnumbered by 75 to 100 protesters who swarmed around McGuire and Greene when they got off a campaign bus.

    


Any efforts by McGuire and Greene to speak were drowned out by protestors chanting "Go Home!" and waving signs that said "No hate in our state."
Neither McGuire nor Greene seemed to mind, with McGuire smiling through the chaos and Greene blowing kisses to her detractors as they responded with middle fingers.
McGuire, asked what he made of the scene, smiled and said, "Freedom!" as he retreated back to his bus.
McGuire supporters at the rally indicated that their support for the candidate stems primarily from their disappointment with Good.
"Good is a backstabber," said Nelson County resident Kerry Williams Thornton. "I was with Good two years ago. ... But you cannot go with DeSantis and think that Trump is going to have your back."
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                                        RALEIGH. N.C. (AP) -- The North Carolina Senate's top leader said Wednesday that chamber Republicans are prepared to walk away from budget negotiations if the House remains unwilling to give way and lower its preferred spending levels. 
With private budget talks between GOP lawmakers idling, House Speaker Tim Moore announced this week that his chamber would roll out its own spending plan and vote on it next week. Moore said Tuesday that the plan, in part, would offer teachers and state employees higher raises than what is being offered in the second year of the two-year budget law enacted last fall. The budget's second year begins July 1. 
Senate leader Phil Berger told reporters that his chamber and the House are "just too far apart at this point" on a budget adjustment plan. He reinforced arguments that the House wants to spend hundreds of millions of dollars in reserves above and beyond the nearly $1 billion in additional unanticipated taxes and other revenue that economists predict the state will collect through mid-2025.

    


"The Senate is not going to go in that direction," Berger said.
 In a conventional budget process, the Senate would next vote on a competing budget plan, after which negotiators from the House and Senate would iron out differences. But Berger said Wednesday that he didn't know whether that would be the path forward. He said that if there's no second-year budget adjustment in place by June 30 that the Senate would be prepared to stay out of Raleigh until the House gets "reasonable as far as a budget is concerned." Moore has downplayed the monetary differences.




Berger pointed out that a two-year budget law is already in place to operate state government -- with or without adjustments for the second year. But he acknowledged that language in the law still requires the General Assembly to pass a separate law to implement the teacher raises agreed upon for the second year. 
The chill in budget negotiations also threatens to block efforts to appropriate funds to address a waiting list for children seeking scholarships to attend private schools and a loss of federal funds for child care. Any final bills would end up on Democratic Gov. Roy Cooper's desk.
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[image: FILE - Republican senatorial candidate Sam Brown speaks after filing his paperwork to run for the Senate, March 14, 2024, at the State Capitol in Carson City, Nev. Brown is seeking to replace incumbent U.S. Sen. Jacky Rosen. (AP Photo/Andy Barron)]
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[image: FILE - Sen. Jacky Rosen, D-Nev., rides an escalator to a vote on Capitol Hill, Sept. 6, 2023 in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)]
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                                        RENO, Nev. (AP) -- The bitter primary that saw nearly a dozen Republican Senate candidates swipe at retired Army Capt. Sam Brown is fading out of view for some, who say their quest to take down incumbent Democrat Sen. Jacky Rosen trumps any intra-party grievances from the past 11 months.
Not runner-up Jeff Gunter.
"The America First faithful had zero interest in campaigning with him through the entire primary season where he relied on establishment influence and money to slide into a nomination," Gunter said Wednesday after his distant second-place finish. 
The dermatologist and former Trump-appointed Iceland ambassador continued to attack Brown as the establishment candidate in a lengthy statement in which he predicted outright that Rosen would win another term in November. 
Gunter's criticism could complicate early GOP efforts to coalesce around Brown. And it comes as the state Republican Party looks to move past the intra-party rifts in the primary to pivot into what is set to be among the most closely-watched Senate races of the year.

    


Gunter said former President Donald Trump's late endorsement of Brown, which came in a social media post hours after he appeared in Nevada before the primary, would not be enough to convince loyal Republicans to support the nominee, who avoided debates and did not engage with the other 11 candidates in the race.




"The base is smart and they do not forget and I think he has a lot to prove before earning their support," Gunter said.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    


One of Gunter's most high-profile supporters, Nevada GOP national committeewoman Sigal Chattah, struck a different tone. She said Wednesday that a historic precedent where Nevada Republicans detract from Republican nominees they don't like "died last night." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Any attempts to marginalize the candidate that was elected will be met with fierce dissent from the party," Chattah said.

    


For months, Brown faced criticism from within his own party, who chastised him for skipping debates, flipping his position on the status of the mothballed Yucca Mountain nuclear waste repository, and called him the hand-picked establishment candidate of national Republicans like Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell. Brown's absence became more of a theme than any one policy at primary debates, with candidates explicitly urging voters not to cast their ballots for Brown.
Some of those criticisms echoed Brown's own messaging from two years ago, when he ran in the Republican primary against Nevada Attorney General Adam Laxalt, who garnered dozens of high-profile endorsements. Laxalt defeated Brown in the primary but then lost to Democratic U.S. Sen. Catherine Cortez Masto by 8,000 votes, clinching the Senate majority for Democrats.
Chattah had previously criticized Brown for a "lack of integrity" and had pointed to a CNN report that Brown had created a political action committee to help other Republicans, then funneled the money to pay off his unsuccessful 2022 campaign. She said in an interview that her mission now is to defeat Rosen, and discouraged other Republicans from attacking Brown moving forward.

    


"I don't do take-backs. So that was my sentiment," she said when asked about the report. "Regardless of my sentiment, I'm the RNC committeewoman, and I'm a Republican. And I will support the Republican candidate unequivocally."
Brown did not acknowledge his opponents in his victory speech on Tuesday and instead focused his attention on Rosen and President Joe Biden. 
Brown's campaign again did that in a Wednesday statement when asked about Gunter's comments.
"Nevada voters are clearly united behind our grassroots campaign to end the Biden-Rosen American Nightmare. And that is what we're 100% focused on," said communications director Kristy Wilkinson.
 Trump's endorsement of Brown two days before the primary was a blow to many opponents who had angled to align themselves with the former president, but none more so than Gunter, who had branded himself as "110% pro-Trump."
In a Monday post on X, between Trump's endorsement and Brown's commanding victory, Gunter suggested that Trump, or the people around him, got a "big check" from "the swamp" for endorsing Brown.

    


Trump campaign adviser Chris LaCivita addressed Gunter directly in his response, saying: "You have a habit of making up crap. President Trump makes his own decisions and this is another example of him choosing wisely."
Among Brown's opponents and detractors was former lieutenant governor candidate and Air Force veteran Tony Grady, who had campaigned for Brown during his 2022 insurgent run before running against him this cycle. More recently, Grady had called Brown a "phony politician."
Grady said he saw Brown "out among the people" more in 2022 than in his 2024 campaign, and that skipping debates was not "necessarily putting a best foot forward."

    


"But the reality is, he had a plan for running his campaign and it was successful," said Grady, who endorsed Brown immediately after his loss and said Brown should have the votes of his supporters moving forward. "At this point, it doesn't really matter what my thoughts are about him skipping debates. He was successful in winning the primary."
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    [image: The "Latino Americans for Trump" office opens in Reading, Pa., Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Joe Lamberti)]
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[image: Attendees gather as the "Latino Americans for Trump" office opens in Reading, Pa., Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Joe Lamberti)]
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[image: Bode Brewer, 17, wears a shirt featuring former President Donald Trump's mugshot as as the "Latino Americans for Trump" office opens in Reading, Pa., Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Joe Lamberti)]
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                                        READING, Pa. (AP) -- The pastor opened with a prayer in Spanish, asking that the Lord's spirit and guidance direct the proceedings without offering an English translation. Most of the around 50 attendees were white and weren't appearing to follow along, though they knew enough to sing out "Amen!" at the end. 
Thus began former President Donald Trump 's campaign teaming up with the Republican National Committee and Pennsylvania GOP to open a "Latino Americans for Trump" office Wednesday in the town of Reading. 
"We believe in the American Dream and the only way to obtain the American Dream is working hard," Luis Fortuno, the former governor of Puerto Rico, told the same crowd. For the smaller group of Spanish speakers present, he followed with remarks that leaned heavily on the theme of "Necesitamos cambio" -- Spanish for "We need change."

    


Trump and top Republicans are looking to boost their support among Hispanic voters in a swing state that could well decide the election. Having shuttered many party offices that specialized in minority outreach, they are betting that promises to prioritize entrepreneurship and smaller government can resonate with a voting bloc that historically has favored Democrats. 




Reading is perhaps best known as the namesake for the Reading Railroad from the Monopoly gameboard. A town of about 95,000 around 65 miles northwest of Philadelphia, Reading is 67% Latino, according to U.S. Census figures, and home to high concentrations of people of Dominican and Puerto Rican heritage. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    


Biden's approval rating has dropped among Hispanic adults in national polls, but it remains unclear if Trump can capitalize.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Reading office opening comes a week after Trump's campaign established its first Pennsylvania office at a site in northeast Philadelphia. That event was billed as a "Blacks for Trump" gathering and featured Republican Texas Rep. Wesley Hunt and other prominent Black Republicans. 

    


Both in Philadelphia and in Reading on Wednesday, most of the attendees were white. 
Trump himself held a rally meant to energize Latino support on Sunday in Las Vegas, where he quipped: "We need every voter. I don't care about you, I just want your vote." The former president also said immigrants were turning the U.S. "into a dumping ground" and vowed, "We're not going to let them destroy our country."
President Joe Biden 's campaign says Trump is dealing in dangerous and racist stereotypes and has dismissed his campaign's office openings as superficial patronizing of minority voters.
Biden's reelection campaign, together with the Pennsylvania Democratic Party, has opened 24 offices and has 100-plus staffers across the state, and has spent months organizing house parties and other voter mobilization efforts. It has been spending on ads in Pennsylvania since late last summer with a special emphasis on voters of Puerto Rican or Caribbean heritage. 
Yrene Rodriguez, 46, an accountant at Reading Community College who said she and her whole family are Biden supporters, dismissed Wednesday's efforts by Trump's backers as "just propaganda."

    


"They just want to get people to say nice things about him," Rodriguez said. 
Luis Rodriguez, who owns a real estate wholesaling and rehabbing business with offices in Pennsylvania, addressed the Trump office opening and talked about the importance of extending the U.S.-Mexico border wall, a signature promise from Trump's first campaign that he pursued in office. 
Asked after the event about concerns Trump's harsh personal rhetoric might alienate some Hispanics, Rodriguez, who isn't related to Yrene, said such suggestions don't have "any backing or validity."
Michael Rivera, a commissioner in Berks County, which encompasses Reading, spoke at the office opening in English and Spanish and said more effort to reach out to Hispanic voters "demonstrates the Republican Party's understanding of the power of diversity among the American people." 
Located in a red-brick building across from a downtown CVS, the campaign office was indistinguishable from most corporate spaces, except for the placards in the front window reading "Latino Americans for Trump," "Stop Illegal Voting" and "Joe Biden, You're Fired."

    


Attracting more attention was a table of Trump merchandise set up for the event on the sidewalk outside. Some people walking by rolled their eyes or voiced their objections, but others were delighted with the display. 
"I only want the true king. The true king of America!" bellowed one man, loud enough to be heard inside the office. "That's Trump." 
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    [image: French President Emmanuel Macron smiles during a speech at the New Caledonia's High Commissioner residency, in Noumea, France's Pacific territory of New Caledonia Thursday May, 23, 2024. French President Emmanuel Macron pushed Thursday on a visit to riot-hit New Caledonia for the removal of protesters' barricades and said police sent in to help battle deadly unrest in the French Pacific archipelago "will stay as long as necessary," even as security services back in France focus in coming weeks on safeguarding the Paris Olympics. (Ludovic Marin, Pool via AP)]
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- French President Emmanuel Macron announced Wednesday the suspension of controversial voting reforms in New Caledonia, following a spate of deadly unrest in the French Pacific territory. 
The reforms, which would have altered voting rights, are feared by the Indigenous Kanak people who say they would have marginalize them further. The issue has caused the worst violence on the archipelago in decades.
The violence flared on May 13 in response to attempts by Macron's government to amend the French Constitution and change voting lists in New Caledonia. France declared a state of emergency in its Pacific territory on May 15 and rushed hundreds of troop reinforcements to help police quell the revolt that included shootings, clashes, looting and arson.
Both sides of New Caledonia's bitter divide -- Indigenous Kanaks, who want independence and those loyal to France -- erected barricades, either to revolt against authorities or to protect their homes and properties. Pro-independence protesters built up barricades of charred vehicles and other debris, turning parts of the capital, Noumea, into no-go zones.

    


"The constitutional bill regarding New Caledonia... I have decided to suspend," Macron said. "We cannot leave ambiguity during this period. It must be suspended to give full strength to dialogue on the ground and the return to order."




The French Justice Ministry on Wednesday confirmed the death of a 34-year-old man on June 11, who had been injured during a confrontation with police on May 29. An autopsy has been ordered and an investigation into the use of force by the gendarme involved is underway.
Louis Mapou, president of New Caledonia's government, expressed his condolences and called for calm. "I urge the immediate removal of barricades and a return to peace," Mapou said.
The French government has extended an overnight curfew across the archipelago until June 17.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/macron-new-caledonia-reforms-a0bdbf8b51b499066692d16cdb34016c



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Arizona lawmakers agree to let voters decide on retention rules for state Supreme Court justices | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Arizona lawmakers agree to let voters decide on retention rules for state Supreme Court justices

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Kathryn Hackett King, left, speaks with Arizona Supreme Court justices before taking the oath of office to join the state's high court, July 8, 2021, in Phoenix. From left to right are: Hackett King, Vice Chief Justice Ann A. Scott Timmer, Justices Clint Bolick, John R Lopez IV, James Beene and Chief Justice Robert M. Brutinel. The Arizona Legislature voted Wednesday, June 12, 2024, to send an initiative to the November ballot that would protect Justices Hackett King and Bolick, targeted for removal from the bench over support for a near-total abortion ban dating back to the Civil War. (AP Photo/Jonathan J. Cooper, File)]
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                                        PHOENIX (AP) -- Arizona lawmakers voted Wednesday to send an initiative to the November ballot that would protect two state Supreme Court justices targeted for removal from the bench over their support for a near-total abortion ban dating back to the Civil War. 
Both chambers of the Legislature agreed to allow voters to decide Nov. 5 whether to eliminate the terms of six years for Supreme Court justices and four years for Superior Court judges in large counties. That will allow them to serve indefinitely "during good behavior," unless decided otherwise by a judicial review commission, and avoid a retention vote on the ballot each time their term ends. 
As a ballot initiative, the proposed law would bypass Democratic Gov. Katie Hobbs, a strong supporter of reproductive rights who signed a Legislature-approved repeal of the 1864 law this spring.

    


Several Democrats who voted against the measure noted that the retention rules were championed by the late former U.S. Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O'Connor, who had been an Arizona state senator and Superior Court and Appellate Court judge. 
The retention system "provides the kinds of checks and balances critical to our democracy," said Sen. Flavio Bravo. "It would be a shame to take this action six months after Justice Day O'Connor's passing, and I vote no." 




Republican Sen. Dave Gowan, the bill's sponsor, noted that judges would still be subject to judicial review by a committee "to say if they don't belong." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The measure will likely appear on the ballot alongside an initiative that would enshrine the right to abortion in the Arizona Constitution. 
The final Senate vote on the judicial ballot initiative was 16-10, with four senators not voting. Republican Sen. Shawnna Bolick, the wife of Supreme Court Justice Clint Bolick, ignored requests by several colleagues to recuse herself and voted in favor. 

    


Justices Bolick and Kathryn Hackett King joined the majority on the high court in April in voting to restore the 1864 abortion ban. They are the only two on the Supreme Court who are up for retention votes in November. 
Both were appointed by former Republican Gov. Doug Ducey, who expanded the court from five to seven justices in 2016. 
If approved by voters, the measure would apply retroactively to Oct. 31, days before the election, and would effectively throw out the results of any vote on judicial retention this year. 
If it fails and voters also opt to unseat Hackett King and Bolick, Hobbs can pick their replacements. 
"They definitely are ramming it through," said Abigail Jackson, a spokesperson for Progress Arizona, a group advocating for the judges' removal. "We will continue to do our work to inform the voters that this will take away their power."
Democrats have put abortion at the center of their quest to take control of the state Legislature for the first time in decades. Sen. Bolick, representing one of the most competitive districts, is a key target.
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                                        SEATTLE (AP) -- A woman armed with a handgun was taken into custody after an hourlong standoff at the FBI building in Seattle on Wednesday, authorities said.
The woman walked into a publicly accessible area where people have to wait to be buzzed into the lobby, according to FBI spokesperson Steve Bernd. 
She pointed the gun at herself, the Seattle Police Department said in an emailed statement. A hostage negotiation team eventually persuaded her to lay the gun at her feet and surrender.
No hostages were taken and no one was hurt, authorities said.
The woman's identity was not immediately released.
"We are continuing to investigate her motives, and no charging decisions have been made yet," the FBI said in an emailed statement.
The FBI has reported an uptick in the number of threats against bureau personnel and facilities in the last few years. A man armed with an AR-15 rifle and a nail gun tried to breach the FBI's Cincinnati field office in 2022 and was killed hours later after a standoff with authorities. 
And in August, a man rammed a barricade at an FBI office in Atlanta and then tried to follow an FBI employee into the secure parking lot on foot.
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                                        RIFLE, Colo. (AP) -- The ex-husband of U.S. Rep. Lauren Boebert pleaded guilty to reckless endangerment Wednesday after separate altercations with his ex-wife at a local restaurant and their son at home earlier this year, according to online court documents. 
A January argument between the congresswoman and Jayson Boebert at a restaurant that allegedly got out of control led to charges against Jayson Boebert for disorderly conduct, trespassing and obstruction of a peace officer, court documents show. Those charges were dismissed as part of a plea deal, according to the online records.
Days later, Jayson Boebert allegedly got into the physical fight with his son, leading to the reckless endangerment charge Jayson Boebert pleaded guilty to along with three other charges -- prohibited use of a weapon, harassment and third-degree assault -- that were dismissed as part of the plea, court documents show.
Jayson Boebert will serve six months of unsupervised probation, according to court documents. He did not immediately respond to requests for comment.
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- New Jersey's top federal prosecutor testified Wednesday at Sen. Bob Menendez 's bribery trial that the Democrat sought to discuss the prosecution of a New Jersey real estate developer with him before recommending him to the post after Joe Biden won the 2020 presidential election.
U.S. Attorney Philip R. Sellinger's revelation in testimony that will continue on Thursday represented the second time in the five-week-old Manhattan federal court trial that a top law enforcement figure has said Menendez sought to speak about a criminal case affecting a New Jersey businessman.
Last week, a former New Jersey attorney general testified that Menendez twice confronted him about a pending criminal case affecting a New Jersey businessman, and both times the attorney general refused to discuss the subject.
Prosecutors say trying to intervene in criminal cases was one way Menendez, 70, tried to reward businessmen who paid him and his wife bribes of gold bars, tens of thousands of dollars in cash and a car.

    


When prosecutors charged Menendez, his wife and three businessmen last fall, they said in court papers that Menendez recommended Sellinger as U.S. attorney because he believed he could influence Sellinger to protect Fred Daibes, a prominent New Jersey real estate developer and longtime friend who faced federal criminal charges.




Daibes is standing trial with Menendez, along with another businessman, Wael Hana. All three have pleaded not guilty. A third businessman, Jose Uribe, completed four days on the witness stand on Wednesday after pleading guilty and agreeing to testify against the others.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A trial for Nadine Menendez was postponed on Wednesday until at least August, depending on the pace of her recovery from surgery for breast cancer. She too has pleaded not guilty.
Sellinger, who has held New Jersey's top federal law enforcement post since December 2021, is not accused of any wrongdoing.

    


He testified that he had been friends with Menendez since the early 2000s when he began contributing to his campaigns for Congress and held political fundraisers for him.
The relationship grew over time as they increasingly had dinners together and played golf with their sons, and Sellinger came to believe that Menendez would nominate him to be New Jersey's top federal prosecutor if Hillary Clinton won the 2016 presidential race, he said.
When Menendez got married in the fall of 2020, Sellinger attended the wedding, where he also had seen Daibes, Sellinger testified.
After Joe Biden won the 2020 election for president, Sellinger said he met with Menendez in his Washington office to talk about the U.S. attorney post. He said he shared his vision for the office.
Then, he said, Menendez mentioned that Daibes had a criminal case and that the senator believed he "was being treated unfairly."
"And he said he hoped that if I became U.S. attorney, I would look at it carefully," Sellinger recalled.
Sellinger said he told Menendez that he didn't know anything about it and that he planned to look at all cases in his office carefully.

    


The following day, Sellinger said, he called Menendez after recalling that he had dealt with a lawsuit that was adverse to Daibes while he was in private practice and that the Justice Department might decide to recuse him from anything involving Daibes as a result.
Sellinger recalled that Menendez said he understood, but days later, the senator told him that the White House wanted several potential candidates to be offered for nomination and he had decided he would no longer recommend Sellinger for the post.
When Sellinger learned a few months later that the person in line to get the job was no longer going to get it, he said he reached out to Menendez to remind him that he was still interested.
He said he then received a call from a political consultant who had formerly been director of Menendez's New Jersey office and was asked about his plans for the U.S. attorney's office if he got the job.
Sellinger said he repeated what he had told Menendez, including that he expected he might be recused from the Daibes case as a result of his work on the lawsuit affecting him.

    


Even so, though, Sellinger said Menendez told him in the spring that he was recommending he be nominated for the job.
After he was sworn in, Sellinger said, he referred his potential conflict of interest regarding Daibes to the Justice Department in Washington on his first day as U.S. attorney and was told the following week that he must have nothing to do with the case.
Three months later, he said, the political consultant asked to meet him for lunch and, after general conversation about the job, said he wanted to ask him a question.
"I said: 'Let me stop you there,' " Sellinger testified. "As U.S. attorney, I'm not allowed to have any conversations about the official business of the office with any elected federal officials or their representatives."

    


Sellinger said he called Menendez in spring 2022 to invite him to speak at a public ceremony celebrating Sellinger's appointment as U.S. attorney.
"He said: 'I'm going to pass,' " Sellinger recalled.
Sellinger said the senator then said: "The only thing worse than not having a relationship with the United States attorney is people thinking you have a relationship with the United States attorney and you don't."
Assistant U.S. Attorney Lara Pomerantz asked him what he understood Menendez to be saying.
"We no longer had a relationship," Sellinger said.
On cross-examination that will continue Thursday morning, defense attorney Avi Weitzman asked Sellinger if Menendez in the past 20 years had ever asked him to do anything improper.
"I never believed him to be asking me to do anything improper or unethical," Sellinger answered.
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    [image: FILE - Pedestrians walk by a sculpture of a bright red number 65 that pays homage to the coal miners killed in the 2006 Pasta de Conchos mine accident, in Mexico City. Authorities announced on Wednesday, June 12, 2024, the discovery of the skeletal remains of some of the 63 miners who have remained missing for almost two decades. Sixty-five miners died in the explosion, but authorities only found two of the miners' bodies. (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte, File)]
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                                        MEXICO CITY (AP) -- Mexican authorities announced Wednesday that they found the remains of some of the 63 miners who were trapped 18 years ago in a coal mine in northern Mexico.
The accident occurred at the Pasta de Conchos mine in the state of Coahuila, which borders Texas, on Feb. 19, 2006. Of the 73 miners on duty, eight survived with serious burns, and two bodies were recovered.
The Interior ministry said Wednesday that after years of searching they were able to locate "the first human remains" in one of the mine's chambers, but they did not specify when the remains were recovered.
The accident is considered one of the biggest mining tragedies in the country.
It wasn't until 2020 when President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador made a promise to recover the bodies that the process began. Three consecutive governments opted not to try for the rest, saying it would be too dangerous and costly, with no guarantee of success. But victims' relatives continued to press authorities on the issue over the years.

    


Lopez Obrador put the Federal Electricity Commission, the nation's public utility known as the CFE, in charge of the dig - mining and burning coal to reach the long-buried miners.




In the chamber where remains were found there were 13 miners working the day of the accident, according to the Interior ministry.
The government indicated it has not yet determined if an explosion caused the mine's collapse. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Coahuila state prosecutor's office, in collaboration with the National Search Commission and the National Institute of Genomics Medicine, will begin analyzing the remains for identification and try to determine the cause of the accident.
___
Follow AP's coverage of Latin America and the Caribbean at https://apnews.com/hub/latin-america
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    [image: FILE - Kari Lake, Republican candidate for Arizona governor, speaks to supporters at her election night party, Aug. 2, 2022, in Scottsdale, Ariz. On Tuesday, June 11, 2024, Lake lost an Arizona appeals court challenge arguing that thousands of Phoenix-area mail ballot signatures were not properly verified when she lost the 2022 governor election to Democrat Katie Hobbs. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, File)]
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                                        PHOENIX (AP) -- Republican Kari Lake has lost an Arizona appeals court challenge arguing that thousands of Phoenix-area mail ballot signatures were not properly verified when she lost the 2022 governor election to Democrat Katie Hobbs.
The state Court of Appeals upheld on Tuesday a judge's finding last year that Lake failed to prove inconsistencies in signatures were neglected by election verification staffers in Maricopa County, home to more than 60% of voters in the state.
Lake's attorney, Bryan James Blehm, did not respond Wednesday to telephone and email messages about the appeals court decision and whether Lake would appeal to the Arizona Supreme Court.
Blehm also did not respond to requests for comment about sanctions imposed on him last Friday by the State Bar of Arizona for "unequivocally false" representations to the state Supreme Court while handling Lake election challenges. His 60-day suspension takes effect July 7.

    


Lake is a former television news anchor now running for U.S. Senate. She is considered the GOP frontrunner ahead of the July 30 party primary to face Democratic U.S. Rep. Ruben Gallego in November for the seat currently held by independent Kyrsten Sinema, who is not seeking a second term. 




Lake has been among the most vocal of GOP candidates promoting former President Donald Trump's false claims that the 2020 presidential election was stolen from him.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Lake has lost several court challenges after refusing to acknowledge she lost the 2022 governor election to Hobbs by more than 17,000 votes.
Presiding Appeals Court Judge Sean Brearcliffe noted in Tuesday's ruling that Lake argued more than 8,000 ballots were "maliciously misconfigured to cause a tabulator rejection" and were not counted.
Even if all 8,000 of the allegedly uncounted votes had been for Lake, Brearcliffe wrote, it would not have overcome the 17,000-vote differential between Lake and Hobbs.
___
This story has been updated to correct that Lake is running for U.S. Senate, not that she ran unsuccessfully last year.
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    [image: FILE - West Virginia Gov. Jim Justice, center, speaks to Merl Wooten, owner of Wooten Machine Co., left, and Dr. Matthew Rohrbach while visiting community members, May 9, 2022, in Huntington, W.Va. Justice announced on Wednesday, June 12, 2024, that state Bureau of Social Services commissioner Jeffrey Pack will step down to become commissioner of the Bureau of Senior Services. (Ryan Fischer/The Herald-Dispatch via AP, File)]
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                                        CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- West Virginia's heavily burdened foster care system is losing another top official with the announcement Wednesday that Bureau of Social Services commissioner Jeffrey Pack will leave after nearly three years.
Gov. Jim Justice said at his weekly news briefing that he will appoint Pack as commissioner of the Bureau of Senior Services. Pack will replace Denise Worley, who left for a private sector job in May. 
Pack is to remain in his current role until a replacement is hired. 
Justice praised Pack's work since taking over the Bureau of Social Services in August 2021 to increase starting salaries for child protective services and youth services workers and lower turnover rates among child protective services staff, among other things. He also implemented a foster care dashboard in 2022. 
"This is a superstar, in my book," Justice said.

    


Before becoming commissioner, Pack was appointed to the House of Delegates from Raleigh County in 2018 and then elected for two two-year terms, serving as chairman of the chamber's Health and Human Resources Committee.
Pamela Woodman-Kaehler, director of the foster care system's ombudsman office, announced her resignation last month. Her position was created by the state Legislature in 2019 to help investigate complaints and collect data about the state's foster care system. 




Largely overwhelmed by the opioid epidemic in a state with the most overdose deaths per capita, West Virginia also has the highest rate of children in foster care -- currently more than 6,000 in a state of around 1.8 million. 
The state is facing a massive ongoing class-action lawsuit filed on behalf of foster care children in 2019. The suit alleged that children's needs were going unmet because of a shortage of caseworkers, an overreliance on institutionalization and a lack of mental health support. 
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                                        TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (AP) -- Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis spent more than an hour talking about what is in the $116.5 billion budget he signed Wednesday, but he left out the most important part of the announcement: What was in the nearly $1 billion he vetoed.
Overall, the state spending plan is slightly lower than the current budget and provides 3% raises for state employees and sets aside $1.5 billion that has to be used for teacher raises.
"All in all, I think that this is a budget that shows it can be done," DeSantis said, saying that the state will fund major programs, provide tax relief, boost emergency savings and still have a lower budget.
But he didn't detail the biggest question budget watchers were anticipating: The cuts. The Legislature approved the budget more than three months ago, and DeSantis has been talking for weeks about what he wasn't going to veto. So the only mystery left when he signed it was what was getting the ax. 

    


"I even had some Republican colleagues text me, saying, "Did you get a list? Did you get a list? Did you get a list?" said Democrat Sen. Jason Pizzo.
DeSantis' office released the veto list about four hours after the governor began his budget-signing ceremony in Tampa, about a four-hour drive from the Capitol.




The 16 pages of cuts came largely from local projects and lawmaker requests, ranging from as little as $10,500 for a Taylor County public works generator to $80 million for group insurance for the state college system.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In between, there were vetoes denying vehicles to scores of police and fire departments, $6.4 million to provide free menstrual products to public school students, money for local museums and cultural events, and millions to private, non-profit organizations that help the homeless, the hungry, drug addicts and foster children.
In a show of bipartisanship, the budget passed unanimously in the Senate and 105-3 in the House, where a Republican and two Democrats opposed the spending plan.

    


But on late Wednesday afternoon, lawmakers were still analyzing the cuts. "I have to look at it more closely," Pizzo said.
One thing he did notice was that a lot of local infrastructure projects got chopped.
"As I'm sitting here stuck on a Brightline train because of flooding in my district, all those storm water projects he cut look pretty stupid right now," Pizzo said.
___
This version corrects the day of the week to Wednesday. 
Associated Press writer Stephany Matat in West Palm Beach, Florida, contributed to this report.
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                                        COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) -- A political newcomer's closer-than-expected finish in Tuesday's special congressional election in Ohio surprised Republicans and jolted Democrats in a former bellwether state both parties had all but given over to a runaway Trump victory this fall.
Democrat Michael Kripchak still lost the race for the 6th Congressional District to two-term Republican state Sen. Michael Rulli, 55, by 9.3 percentage points. Comfortable enough, but much closer than Republicans had seen previously in the district. 
Former President Donald Trump carried the district, running along the Ohio River and the border with Pennsylvania, by about 30 percentage points in 2020. Former GOP Rep. Bill Johnson -- whose unexpired term was up for grabs Tuesday -- had won his last four elections by even more than that.
Kripchak, 42, also became the first Democratic candidate to carry the blue-collar Mahoning County -- home to Youngstown and Ohio's once proud steel valley -- since Trump turned it red in 2020. Kripchak leads the county by a slim margin, as votes are still being counted.

    


Mahoning County Republican Chairman Tom McCabe said that was pretty much on par for a purple county that often breaks close to 50/50. He noted that GOP margins lagged Trump's performance more in several smaller rural counties, where turnouts ran as low as 8.5%. 




The closer-than-expected margin likely had as much to do with lack of interest as any shift in voter sentiment.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    


"It's a solid red district. We know that," McCabe said. "We kind of went into this election knowing that, and maybe we all took it a little bit for granted on this one."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

McCabe, who also serves as county elections director, said voters may have been turned off by the nastiness of the primary or confused by the calendar. But he doesn't see that carrying over into November, when Rulli and Kripchak must face off once again for a full two-term House term.

    


This time, though, they'll be on the ballot with a presidential race, which he anticipates will drive 6th District turnout much higher. 
"We'll make sure it's over before it starts," he vowed confidently.
Rulli was equally confident in his victory speech. He credited Kripchak for working hard but said he was the superior retail politician, better suited to the blue-collar district.
"This is Bruce Springsteen, the forgotten man, 'Joe Bag of Donuts.'"
Kripchak said Wednesday that he was not surprised that he performed above expectations. He said he thinks Democrats could win the district with effort and investment.
"I know there's a lot of commentary about how this is a Trumpian district, but that's not what I learned on the campaign trail," he said. "This is a district that has felt abandoned by the Democratic Party."
Democrat Robert Hagan, retired as the area's long-time state senator, said he hopes Democrats in the district will be encouraged by the result.
"Democrats had become so discouraged, so overwhelmed by the Trumpian way of politics, how it's gotten more confrontational, and all the democratic upheaval," he said. "I hope this a wake-up call for those Democrats that seem to be in a discouraged state of mind that we can do this. Just come out and vote."
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    [image: FILE - Ariana DeBose speaks on stage at the 76th annual Tony Awards on Sunday, June 11, 2023, at the United Palace theater in New York. DeBose, who hosted both the 2023 and 2022 Tony Awards, will be back this year for the ceremony June 16, and will produce and choreograph the opening number. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Ariana DeBose promises Sunday's Tony Awards will move "like a Broadway show."
"This is Broadway's biggest night. Why not give the people at home even more of a Broadway experience?" the Academy Award winner and Tony nominee told The Associated Press on Thursday. "Our show is going to move like a Broadway show. We want to give you a full Broadway experience."
That means viewers will see transitions between scenes, with cast members coming on stage to help move items and sets changing in front of the audience. In the past, a wall came down between production numbers and awards, hiding the changes.
Does that mean we can see Jessica Lange -- nominated for best leading actress in a play for her work on "Mother Play" -- hauling furniture? "I'm not sure that Ms. Lange will be moving a table. I just really hope she ends up having a good time," DeBose said, laughing.

    


The three-hour main telecast will air on CBS and stream on Paramount+, with a free pre-show -- where some technical awards will be handed out -- on Pluto TV. 
DeBose is a producer this year and is choreographing her opening number with her creative partner, Julius Anthony Rubio.




"I did that on purpose because I wanted to try something new. I speak dance better than I speak English," she said. "So I kind of figured, 'Why not?' I'm in my Debbie Allen era."
DeBose saw every new Broadway show this season -- all 36 -- to prepare for the gig: "I feel like I have a responsibility to understand the season if I'm going to weigh in on the show that we are building."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Other Tony hosts who have done it multiple times include Angela Lansbury, Hugh Jackman, Neil Patrick Harris and James Corden. 
DeBose was praised for keeping last year's show afloat without a script during the Hollywood writers strike, starting with an acrobatic opening number and a subsequent glitch-less three-hour telecast.

    


"I was very grateful that we were able to find a way forward. I think sometimes you just have to say, 'I don't know how I'm going to do this, but I'm going to do it, and it all works,'" she said.
DeBose says the recent addition of a streaming pre-show -- hosted this year by Julianne Hough and Utkarsh Ambudkar -- takes some of the pressure off her at the main event: "I'm very excited for them. I know they have a good time."
___
Mark Kennedy is at http://twitter.com/KennedyTwits
___
More on the Tony Awards: https://apnews.com/hub/tony-awards
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Hot dog-eating champs Joey Chestnut and Takeru Kobayashi will go head-to head in a Netflix special

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Joey Chestnut, defending champion of the Nathan's Famous Fourth of July hot dog eating contest, left, works to outpace former champion Takeru Kobayashi, right, July 4, 2009, in New York. Chestnut, a 16-time hot dog-eating champion, will face off with his frequent Nathan's competitor, Kobayashi, in a live Netflix special on Sept. 2, 2024, the streamer announced Wednesday, June 12. (AP Photo/Craig Ruttle, File)]
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- After organizers for Nathan's Famous Fourth of July hot dog-eating contest said Joey Chestnut wouldn't compete this year because of a deal with a rival brand, Netflix swiftly announced a new hot dog-eating competition that will feature Chestnut and his "fiercest rival."
Chestnut, a 16-time hot dog-eating champion, will face off with his frequent Nathan's competitor, Takeru Kobayashi, in a live Netflix special on Sept. 2, the streamer announced Wednesday. 
The contest, titled "Chestnut vs. Kobayashi: Unfinished Beef," will feature the two chowing down on all-beef hot dogs, likely in a nod to reports that Chestnut's rival brand deal is with Impossible Foods, which makes plant-based hot dogs.
Major League Eating, the organization that oversees the Nathan's contest, announced Tuesday that Chestnut's deal was an "exclusivity" issue, saying that it was his decision to step back from the competition he has participated in since 2005. "We love him. The fans love him," said George Shea, a Major League Eating event organizer, adding: "He made the choice."

    


Chestnut disputed that he made the choice, saying on the social platform X that Nathan's and Major League Eating made the decision, adding that it would "deprive fans of the holiday's usual joy and entertainment."




He also wrote that fans could "rest assured" that they would see him east again soon, adding: "STAY HUNGRY!"

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Impossible Foods has not confirmed a formal relationship with Chestnut, but he said in a statement on Tuesday they support his choice to compete in any competition, adding "Meat eaters shouldn't have to be exclusive to just one wiener."
Following Netflix's announcement, Shea said the streamer was "trying to recreate the Nathan's contest to some extent and you just can't do that."
"Imitation is the best form of flattery," he added. 
New York City Mayor Eric Adams joined the conversation via X on Wednesday, urging Nathan's and Major League Eating to "stop being such weenies." "It would be 'impossible' to have this year's Nathan's Famous International Hot Dog Eating Contest without Joey Chestnut," he wrote. "Let's find a way to squash this beef and bring back the champ for another 4th of July at Coney Island!"

    


In a Netflix news release announcing the competition, Chestnut said he was eager bring the competition to the streaming service.
"Through all of my years in competitive eating, Kobayashi stands out as my fiercest rival," Chestnut said via the release. "Competing against him pushed me to be so much better. I know that fans have waited a long time for another chapter of our rivalry and I can't wait for our massive showdown live on Netflix! It's time to give the people what they want!"
Kobayashi, who has been rumored to be retired, said in the Netflix release that he is looking forward to facing off with Chestnut once more. The two have not competed since 2009.
"Retiring for me will only happen after I take him down one last time," Kobayashi said. "This rivalry has been brewing for a long time. Competing against Joey live on Netflix means fans all over the world can watch me knock him out."
The hot dog-eating competition is the latest of the streamer's recent efforts to expand into live TV, and it highlights the company's emphasis on sporting events, which will include Christmas Day NFL games starting this year and WWE's "Raw" in 2025. 
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                    "Bridgerton" stars Luke Newton and Nicola Coughlan discuss fans "shipping" them as their on-screen romance heats up on the hit Netflix series.
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    [image: Luke Newton, left, and Nicola Coughlin poses for photographers upon arrival at the season three part two screening of the television series 'Bridgerton', in London, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Simone Ashley poses for photographers upon arrival at the season three part two screening of the television series 'Bridgerton', in London, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Nicola Coughlan poses for photographers upon arrival at the season three part two screening of the television series 'Bridgerton', in London, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- The stars of "Bridgerton," Netflix's Regency-era drama rife with romance and heartbreak, offered some dating and relationship advice for fans looking for love.
Nicola Coughlan and Luke Newton, who play Penelope Featherington and Colin Bridgerton, dominate the third season's storyline with their friends-to-lovers story arc. At Wednesday's London premiere for the second part of season 3, which hits Netflix on Thursday, the pair joked about how fans often suspect that they are dating in real life because of their on-screen chemistry.
"We can't do anything," Coughlan quipped after noting that it's often a "reflex" for her to interact with Newton in a friendly manner because they've known each other and worked together for many years. Newton said that the speculation points to fans' investment in their characters' relationship.

    


"It's really sweet, it's so lovely that there's that much thought into it and how much they ship Colin and Pen," he said. "It's a beautiful thing."
The 'Bridgerton' cast's advice for finding (and keeping) love
With their character's dreamy (and steamy) relationship attracting so much attention, Coughlan offered some advice to viewers looking for their own storybook romance.




"Don't compromise yourself," she said. "Wait for the right person because you're worth it."
Newton said he "agreed with all of the above." Here's the advice the rest of the cast shared for the romantics watching "Bridgerton":

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Simone Ashley, who plays Kate Bridgerton and was at the heart of the second season's storyline, said watching the show makes viewers "want to fall in love."
"It's very hopeful, and it makes you believe. It really captures your imagination and your heart again," Ashley said. "The same feeling that the show brings -- pass that on to someone else. Make someone else feel as amazing as the show makes you feel."
Golda Rosheuvel, who plays Queen Charlotte, said communication is "everything" in a relationship and noted that in this season, communication is vital to keeping Colin and Penelope's relationship alive. "Love wins every time," she added.

    


The show's creator, Shonda Rhimes, said fans should "raise (their) standards." She noted that the men on "Bridgerton" are "supportive and loving and all know how to dress and dance," adding that she wants "to feel like those guys are out there."
Ruth Gemmell offered some simple, maternal advice, much like her character, Lady Violet Bridgerton, would: "Be true to yourself."
Claudia Jessie, who plays Eloise Bridgerton, shared some wisdom that diverged from the idealist advice some of her co-stars gave, saying, "Romanticism has probably messed us up a bit."
"The majority of your life is going to be figuring out domestic things and that's really not sexy and it's boring, but it's really a massive part of life," she said. "So romance, whilst it's beautiful, don't rely on it for the rest of your life."
Newcomer Hannah Dodd, who took over the role of Francesca Bridgerton this season, laughed when asked about dating advice. 
"Don't ask me that," she said, seeming to allude she might be seeking dating advice, as well.

    


While his character Lord Marcus Anderson may seem like a bit of a player, Daniel Francis shared some sage advice on how to find a good match.
"There's three things: Know what you want, know why you want it ... and this is a tricky one for a lot of people, but I truly believe in this -- you got to make sure you're fishing in the right pond," he said.
___
Huamani reported from Los Angeles.
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The Metropolitan Opera sold 72% of its available tickets this season, up from 66% in 2022-23 and up 61% from its first season following the pandemic.
Box office remained down from 75% in 2018-19 and a projected 76% for 2019-20 before the mid-March shutdown caused by the COVID pandemic, the company said Thursday.
"We're on a good path in terms of our ticket sales and most impressive is the fact that the audience is remarkably younger," Met general manager Peter Gelb said.
Factoring in discounted tickets, the Met took in 64% of its potential box-office revenue, an increase from 57% in 2022-23. Gelb said single-ticket buyers, who amount to 85% of the audience, averaged 44 years old and the subscription audience averaged 70.
The Met withdrew $40 million this season from its endowment and it currently has about $255 million, Gelb said, down from $309 million last July. The Met hired Boston Consulting Group to examine cost reduction, ticketing and fundraising enhancement.

    


"They and we estimate that over the next four seasons as a result of their findings and recommendations we will have a positive swing of between $30 and $40 million," Gelb said. "There is no question that we are still climbing out of the hole of the pandemic, as are other opera companies."




A revival of Julie Taymor's 2004 production of Mozart's "The Magic Flute," presented in an abridged English version during the holiday season, led the 18 productions with 87% of available tickets sold. The Met will offer 17 performances of "Flute" next season, an increase from 13.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We have built a very large audience base for that, particularly of parents and grandparents bringing their kids because as a family show it's been sort of the operatic response to `The Nutcracker,'" Gelb said, a reference to New York City Ballet's popular holiday presentation. "It fills the house with the audience of the future."

    


Franco Zeffirelli's 1987 staging of Puccini's "Turandot" was second at 82%, followed by a new staging of Bizet's "Carmen" by the British director Carrie Cracknell at 81%, the Met premiere of Anthony Davis's "X: The Life and Times of Malcom X" at 78% and revivals of Puccini's "Madama Butterfly" (75%) and "La Boheme" (74%) and Verdi's "Nabucco" (72%).
Among other new productions, Verdi's "La Forza del Destino" sold 71%, Daniel Catan's "Florencia en el Amazonas" 68%, Jake Heggie's "Dead Man Walking" 62% and John Adams' "El Nino" 58%.
Revivals of Terence Blanchard's "Fire Shut up in My Bones" sold 65% and of Kevin Puts' "The Hours" sold 61%. A revival of Verdi's "Un Ballo in Maschera" sold the lowest at 58%.
"I'm convinced that we are on the right path in terms of mixing the presentations between timeless classics and new works," Gelb said. "It's the only way the art form ultimately can advance, and we have to experiment. Not everything is going to be as successful as we would like."
The Met said it had 84,934 new ticket buyers, up from 75,930 in 2022-23, and about 25% of those attended one of six contemporary operas -- and approximately one in 10 of that group returned for another opera.

    


The Met released its tax form for the year ending last July 31, which showed music director Yannick Nezet-Seguin earned $1,307,583, a rise from $1,195,702 in the prior fiscal year, and Gelb earned $1,379,032, up from $1,094,327.
Revenue in the year ending last July 31 was $303.1 million, up from $281.6 million in 2022-23. Contributions and grants were relatively the same at $185.1 million. 
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[image: FILE - Actor Miles Teller speaks from the stage during the 49th AFI Life Achievement Award tribute to Nicole Kidman, Saturday, April 27, 2024, at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles. The tribute will air on TNT on Monday. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)]
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[image: FILE - Actor Zac Efron speaks during the 49th AFI Life Achievement Award tribute to Nicole Kidman, Saturday, April 27, 2024, at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles. The tribute will air on TNT on Monday. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)]
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[image: FILE - Meryl Streep, left, presents the 49th AFI Life Achievement Award to Nicole Kidman, Saturday, April 27, 2024, at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles. The tribute will air on TNT on Monday. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)]
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[image: FILE - Actor Reese Witherspoon speaks from the stage during the 49th AFI Life Achievement Award tribute to Nicole Kidman, Saturday, April 27, 2024, at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles. The tribute will air on TNT on Monday. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)]
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[image: FILE - Keith Urban speaks during the 49th AFI Life Achievement Award tribute to his wife Nicole Kidman, Saturday, April 27, 2024, at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles. The tribute will air on TNT on Monday. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)]
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[image: FILE - Honoree Nicole Kidman appears on a video monitor as her husband Keith Urban speaks about her during the 49th AFI Life Achievement Award tribute to Kidman, Saturday, April 27, 2024, at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles. The tribute will air on TNT on Monday. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)]
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[image: FILE - Actor Miles Teller speaks from the stage during the 49th AFI Life Achievement Award tribute to Nicole Kidman, Saturday, April 27, 2024, at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles. The tribute will air on TNT on Monday. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)]
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[image: FILE - Actor Zac Efron speaks during the 49th AFI Life Achievement Award tribute to Nicole Kidman, Saturday, April 27, 2024, at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles. The tribute will air on TNT on Monday. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)]
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[image: FILE - Meryl Streep, left, presents the 49th AFI Life Achievement Award to Nicole Kidman, Saturday, April 27, 2024, at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles. The tribute will air on TNT on Monday. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)]
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[image: FILE - Actor Reese Witherspoon speaks from the stage during the 49th AFI Life Achievement Award tribute to Nicole Kidman, Saturday, April 27, 2024, at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles. The tribute will air on TNT on Monday. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)]
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[image: FILE - Keith Urban speaks during the 49th AFI Life Achievement Award tribute to his wife Nicole Kidman, Saturday, April 27, 2024, at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles. The tribute will air on TNT on Monday. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)]
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[image: FILE - Honoree Nicole Kidman appears on a video monitor as her husband Keith Urban speaks about her during the 49th AFI Life Achievement Award tribute to Kidman, Saturday, April 27, 2024, at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles. The tribute will air on TNT on Monday. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)]
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Nicole Kidman's close co-stars, including Meryl Streep and Reese Witherspoon, paid her emotional tribute, as expected, when she received the AFI Life Achievement Award in April. 
But when a taped telecast of the event airs on TNT on Monday night, viewers may be surprised to see younger actors thanking the Aussie Oscar winner for the boost she gave their fledgling careers. 
Miles Teller, who recently starred in "Top Gun: Maverick" with Kidman's ex-husband, Tom Cruise, told the audience at the Dolby Theatre in Hollywood that he got his first film role, along with encouragement and strategic cold shoulders, from Kidman in 2010's "Rabbit Hole." 
"I later found out that the reason she said I was right for the part was because I was able to blush on camera," Teller, now 37, said. "But that was not acting, Nicole. That was hives."

    


She would also get the third of her five Academy Award nominations for the role in director John Cameron Mitchell's film about grief and loss. Teller was just a 23-year-old senior at New York University. 
"She was this, like, mystic creature. And I was just so taken by her grace and her beauty and her talent," Teller said. "After the first day of filming, Nicole comes up to me and she gives me a hug, and she says, 'Oh, Miles, that was such a great first day.' I can still remember that moment. I was on top of the world."




It wouldn't last. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The next time I show up on set, I see Nicole and she's kind of across the room, and I wave to her and I say, 'Hi, Nicole.' And she just stares at me, says nothing, and walks away," Teller said. "And I was like, oh my God, I just messed up. This is not how you do it in the big leagues, kid."
Later at the wrap party, she apologized for the emotional gaming, saying she wanted to keep the young actor off balance. 
"She knew that that would help me and would help the performance. And it did," Teller said. "Nicole, I am so proud to have 'Rabbit Hole' as my first film, and to say that I was cast by you personally. I truly can say that I wouldn't be here without you." 

    


Two years later, Teller auditioned to appear with Kidman again, in "The Paperboy." But he didn't get it.
"I guess I didn't blush enough," he said. 
That role went instead to Zac Efron. He's about the same age as Teller, but already had dozens of credits. The role opposite Kidman would push him past the pigeonholing from appearing in three "High School Musical" films and "Hairspray." 
"What most people don't know is that when I was making those films, I watched 'Moulin Rouge' religiously," said Efron, sporting a major mustache that would have fit perfectly in that film, which got Kidman her first Oscar nomination. "I must have seen the film over a hundred times, because it's there that I found inspiration, and it was there that I found Nicole Kidman." 
In the crime drama "The Paperboy," he plays a character who obsessively pursues the older Kidman. The two share a sex scene, and other scenes that are even more strangely intimate. 
"It was terrifying and it was thrilling," Efron said. "And as my character and I were looking for guidance, there she was."

    


He concluded, "Nicole, thank you so much. On behalf of the teenager who was so inspired by you on screen, and the man who stands here today proud to be one of your many collaborators, congratulations." 
It was the kind of personal, loving tribute that was the norm that night. 
The AFI award often goes to mid-career Hollywood figures, and often comes years before they would typically receive other major honorary awards. Previous winners include Barbra Streisand, Tom Hanks, Robert De Niro and Denzel Washington. 
It gave Kidman a chance to reflect on the nearly 100 films and TV shows she has appeared in, as she stood on the stage where she won her Oscar for playing Virginia Woolf in "The Hours" in 2003. 
She thanked by name every director she has worked with, including Gus Van Sant ("To Die For"), Jane Campion ("Portrait of a Lady"), Baz Luhrmann ("Moulin Rouge"), Sofia Coppola ("The Beguiled"), Yorgos Lanthimos ("The Killing of a Sacred Deer"), Lars von Trier, ("Dogville"), Sydney Pollack (The Interpreter") and Stanley Kubrick ("Eyes Wide Shut"). She teared up when talking about the last two, each of whom died not long after making their final film with her. 

    


"It is a privilege to make films and glorious to make films and television with the storytellers who allowed me to just run wild," Kidman said.
She cried earlier in the evening when her husband of 18 years, country singer Keith Urban, talked about going to rehab a few months into their marriage, and the love and compassion she showed. 
Laughs abounded too. 
Streep, Kidman's "The Hours" co-star, killed when she said she was still intimidated by Kidman despite being "the greatest actress of my generation." 
Witherspoon did the best of many Australian-accented impressions of Kidman. 
And Morgan Freeman had the A-list crowd rolling with a video parody of Kidman's AMC Theatres "we make movies better" ads. 
"Nicole Kidman," he said. "She makes movies better."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/nicole-kidman-afi-life-achievement-tribute-d249ddb5721cdb7dbf456e80cf6a25d9
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    [image: Siblings R.C. Brown, left, Annie Brown Caldwell, center, and Edward Brown, original members of the Staple Jr. Singers, gather for a group photograph in their home church of Johnson Chapel Holiness Church in Aberdeen, Miss., May 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: R.C. Brown, one of the original members of the Staple Jr. Singers, speaks about recent group performances while waiting for his siblings at his home church of Johnson Chapel Holiness Church in Aberdeen, Miss., May 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Edward Brown, an original member of the Staple Jr. Singers, recalls the early years of the group while sitting in his home church of Johnson Chapel Holiness Church in Aberdeen, Miss., May 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Annie Brown Caldwell recalls her teenage years with the Staple Jr. Singers, while in their home church of Johnson Chapel Holiness Church in Aberdeen, Miss., May 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: A large water tower welcomes visitors to Aberdeen, Miss., the home of the Staple Jr. Singers, May 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Siblings Annie Brown Caldwell, left, R.C. Brown, center, and Edward Brown, original members of the Staple Jr. Singers, gather in their home church of Johnson Chapel Holiness Church in Aberdeen, Miss., May 20, 2024, for a group photograph. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: R.C. Brown, one of the original members of the Staple Jr. Singers, strums the strings of one of his guitars that he plays, while at his home church of Johnson Chapel Holiness Church in Aberdeen, Miss., May 20, 2024, for a group photograph. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Annie Brown Caldwell, an original member of the Staple Jr. Singers, believes their music is best described as "gospel soul," while at the family's home church of Johnson Chapel Holiness Church in Aberdeen, Miss., May 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Edward Brown, an original member of the Staple Jr. Singers, recalls the early years of performing while visiting the family's home church of Johnson Chapel Holiness Church in Aberdeen, Miss., May 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Edward Brown, an original member of the Staple Jr. Singers, left, stands with Johnson Chapel Holiness Church assistant pastor Rev. Letha Morgan, his aunt, and recalls the group of family members playing every Sunday at the Aberdeen, Miss., church, May 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Johnson Chapel Holiness Church assistant pastor Rev. Letha Morgan, aunt to the members of the Staple Jr. Singers, recalls their playing every Sunday at the Aberdeen, Miss., church, on May 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Edward Brown, an original member of the Staple Jr. Singers, recalls the early years of performing while visiting the family's home church of Johnson Chapel Holiness Church in Aberdeen, Miss., May 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Edward Brown, an original member of the Staple Jr. Singers, recalls early performances with his siblings, Annie Brown Caldwell, and R.C. Brown, while sitting in his home church of Johnson Chapel Holiness Church in Aberdeen, Miss., May 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Annie Brown Caldwell, left, speaks about the early years of performing with her siblings as teenagers in the Staple Jr. Singers, as her older brother Edward Brown, listens, while sitting in their home church of Johnson Chapel Holiness Church in Aberdeen, Miss., May 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: R.C. Brown, one of the original members of the Staple Jr. Singers, speaks about recent group performances while waiting for his siblings at his home church of Johnson Chapel Holiness Church in Aberdeen, Miss., May 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Edward Brown, an original member of the Staple Jr. Singers, recalls the early years of the group while sitting in his home church of Johnson Chapel Holiness Church in Aberdeen, Miss., May 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Annie Brown Caldwell recalls her teenage years with the Staple Jr. Singers, while in their home church of Johnson Chapel Holiness Church in Aberdeen, Miss., May 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: A large water tower welcomes visitors to Aberdeen, Miss., the home of the Staple Jr. Singers, May 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Siblings Annie Brown Caldwell, left, R.C. Brown, center, and Edward Brown, original members of the Staple Jr. Singers, gather in their home church of Johnson Chapel Holiness Church in Aberdeen, Miss., May 20, 2024, for a group photograph. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: R.C. Brown, one of the original members of the Staple Jr. Singers, strums the strings of one of his guitars that he plays, while at his home church of Johnson Chapel Holiness Church in Aberdeen, Miss., May 20, 2024, for a group photograph. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Annie Brown Caldwell, an original member of the Staple Jr. Singers, believes their music is best described as "gospel soul," while at the family's home church of Johnson Chapel Holiness Church in Aberdeen, Miss., May 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 14 | Annie Brown Caldwell, an original member of the Staple Jr. Singers, believes their music is best described as "gospel soul," while at the family's home church of Johnson Chapel Holiness Church in Aberdeen, Miss., May 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 14
Annie Brown Caldwell, an original member of the Staple Jr. Singers, believes their music is best described as "gospel soul," while at the family's home church of Johnson Chapel Holiness Church in Aberdeen, Miss., May 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Edward Brown, an original member of the Staple Jr. Singers, recalls the early years of performing while visiting the family's home church of Johnson Chapel Holiness Church in Aberdeen, Miss., May 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Edward Brown, an original member of the Staple Jr. Singers, left, stands with Johnson Chapel Holiness Church assistant pastor Rev. Letha Morgan, his aunt, and recalls the group of family members playing every Sunday at the Aberdeen, Miss., church, May 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Johnson Chapel Holiness Church assistant pastor Rev. Letha Morgan, aunt to the members of the Staple Jr. Singers, recalls their playing every Sunday at the Aberdeen, Miss., church, on May 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Edward Brown, an original member of the Staple Jr. Singers, recalls the early years of performing while visiting the family's home church of Johnson Chapel Holiness Church in Aberdeen, Miss., May 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Edward Brown, an original member of the Staple Jr. Singers, recalls early performances with his siblings, Annie Brown Caldwell, and R.C. Brown, while sitting in his home church of Johnson Chapel Holiness Church in Aberdeen, Miss., May 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Annie Brown Caldwell, left, speaks about the early years of performing with her siblings as teenagers in the Staple Jr. Singers, as her older brother Edward Brown, listens, while sitting in their home church of Johnson Chapel Holiness Church in Aberdeen, Miss., May 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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                                        BOSTON (AP) -- She made a single gospel soul record in the 1970s with her brothers, when they were all teenagers. Then Annie Brown Caldwell moved on with her life.
Decades later, she was running a clothing store in a tiny Mississippi town and singing on weekends with her husband and children when she got a call from a label founded by David Byrne. They wanted to add a single from her first band, the Staples Jr. Singers, to a compilation record.
That 2019 call led to more -- the Luaka Bop label reissued the band's 1975 record "When Do We Get Paid," drawing rave reviews in 2022 for its raw sound and mix of blues, funk and soul. And soon the Brown siblings, now in their 60s, found themselves on a course that would make any rising pop star jealous.
In the past four years, they flew for the first time, toured Europe four times and played hipster clubs like Brooklyn's Baby's All Right. And, finally last year, they saw a performance by Mavis Staples, whose group The Staple Singers inspired their own early sound with genre-busting, socially conscious Stax Records hits. Also a band of siblings, they had covered several of their songs.

    


"It's been a dream come true," said Brown Caldwell, who was 11 when she and R.C. and Edward, who were 12 and 13, co-founded The Staples Jr. Singers in 1967. They started playing in the church where their mother was a preacher and father a deacon, and toured by van around the South.


And on Friday, the Browns are releasing "Searching," their first batch of new songs in nearly 50 years, and gearing up for a tour in July to the Roskilde festival in Denmark as well as the Netherlands, Slovakia, and Germany.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It's a blessing," Brown Caldwell said. "It feels good. We are getting older and it seems the Lord just now is blessing our youth like it's brand new again."
Their resurgence began with a record collector who stumbled on their first single in a Midwest thrift store and bought it for $1.

    


Greg Belson, whose gospel collection fills three rooms in Los Angeles, was intrigued that the band's name was so similar to The Staple Singers. He put "We Got a Race to Run" on a portable turntable he often brings with him, and was struck by their sound: "It sat completely in the wheelhouse of what I look for, which is specifically gospel with a soulful tinge, rather than what I would say more classical church-based gospel," Belson said.
Yale Evelev, the president of Luaka Bop, heard Belson's radio show and pulled from his collection for a compilation of 1970s gospel soul songs called "The Time For Peace Is Now." He wanted to include the Staples Jr. Singers single, but first he had to find the band. He figured out that Annie Brown was now Annie Caldwell, and called all seven listed in Mississippi.
Like Belson, Evelev was attracted to a gospel sound that isn't heard much on the radio these days. "These are soul records really," he said. "Soul records with a message. That message imbues the performance with a certain underlying intensity and honesty."
He reached Brown Caldwell on the last call.

    


"I never believed that this record would come up again," Brown Caldwell said. "For real though. Is this for real?"
She agreed to put the single out but her brothers were initially resistant, and they balked at reissuing "When Do We Get Paid." Only a few hundred original copies of the record exist, one of which Belson bought off a Milwaukee collector for $600.
"There was a lot of family drama that was happening that had existed for a long time," Evelev said. "We kind of ended up in the middle of it, and it was a lot of back and forth and a lot of yelling at each other."
They worked it out, and agreed to perform four shows in New York in 2022. Evelev heard some songs that weren't on their 1975 record and asked if they had any unreleased music. It turned out they recorded about a dozen songs in Muscle Shoals in the 1980s.
Evelev brought in Ahmed Gallab, who performs as the artist Sinkane, as a producer, and he recorded them over two nights in a Mississippi church where they sat in a semi-circle or in the pews as they played. Gallab then went to Nashville to mix it and do some overdubs, aiming to have the songs "ring as true as possible" to when he first heard them play.

    


Like their first album, "Searching" weaves its gospel message with blues guitar and influences ranging from boogaloo to swamp music to rhythm and blues to soul. 
A world-weariness comes through in songs like the lead track, "Living In This World Alone," with Brown Caldwell lamenting how she misses her mother and tries to "live free from sin" without her.
"I can listen to their voices and hear the stories that they're talking about and really understand them," Gallab said. "That's the one thing that's really sets them apart, especially when Annie sings. She's just telling you a story."

    


The band members -- now four generations of the Brown family -- shrug off their newfound celebrity. On the latest record, R.C. plays guitar and the two other siblings sing. Edward's son sings backing vocals, R.C.'s son plays bass and R.C.'s grandson plays drums.
They still live in Aberdeen, a town of 5,000 along the Tombigbee River where they grew up and where Edward and R.C. retired from factory jobs. All three insist their mission remains the same as it was all those years ago -- to spread the word of God and inspire listeners to follow his path.
Edward Brown said he rarely hears anything good on the radio anymore and worries about younger generations turning to gun violence. So he is doing his part by singing and trying to "touch people" with his life story.
"You have to do what God said do," he said. "When I hit the stage, I tell the Lord, 'take self out, You take over.' I just give it all to him and do what he wants me to do."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/staples-mississippi-gospel-searching-luaka-bop-811fe1f6da9b9ebd419b059b637400d6
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    [image: CEO and co-founder of Ozy Media Carlos Watson arrives at Brooklyn Federal Court, Friday, June 7, 2024 in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Gray)]
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[image: Co-founder and former Chief Operating Officer of Ozy Media Samir Rao arrives at Brooklyn Federal Court, Friday, June 7, 2024 in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Gray)]
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[image: Co-founder and former Chief Operating Officer of Ozy Media Samir Rao arrives at Brooklyn Federal Court, Friday, June 7, 2024 in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Gray)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- For nearly a decade, Ozy Media projected an image of new-media success.
The company boasted big-name interviews, an Emmy-winning TV show, a buzzy music and ideas festival and impressive numbers to show prospective investors -- until it imploded in 2021 amid doubts about its audience size, viability and basic integrity.
Those doubts are now at the center of a federal criminal trial. Founder Carlos Watson and Ozy are fighting charges of conspiracy to commit fraud.
Even after numerous other public and court reckonings for Silicon Valley companies that went from ballyhooed to belly-up, it's hard to forget the moment in Ozy's downfall when co-founder Samir Rao impersonated a YouTube executive to talk up the company to prospective investors.
Watson's and Ozy's lawyers blame any misrepresentations solely on Rao, who has pleaded guilty to conspiracy to commit fraud and to identity theft. The defense also has claimed that prosecutors are casting commonplace entrepreneurial puffery as a crime and singling out Watson, a Black founder in a tech world where African American executives have been disproportionately few.

    


"I am not now and never have been a 'con man,'" he declared when indicted last year.




Prosecutors and Rao, their star witness, say Ozy shredded the line between hopeful hype and bald-faced deceit.
"We told so many lies to so many different people," Rao testified after recounting how a teetering company concocted rosy financials in a desperate bid to lure investors and stay in business.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The hope was to enable "a diverse audience, to consume, hopefully, a different, more meaningful kind of content," he said. But "survival within the bonds of decency, fairness, truth, it morphed into survival at all costs and by any means necessary."
'The new and the next'
Ozy was founded in 2012 on a Millennial-friendly premise of providing a fresh, sophisticated-but-not-stuffy take on politics, culture and more -- billed as "the new and the next" -- while amplifying minority and marginalized voices.

    


A Harvard and Stanford-educated son of two South Florida teachers, Watson had worked on Wall Street, started and sold a test-prep company and anchored on MSNBC. He conceived of Ozy and then recruited Rao, a former finance-world colleague, after a chance meeting at a Chipotle restaurant in Silicon Valley, according to Rao.
Ozy debuted with a website, newsletters and a bang: Former President Bill Clinton was one of its first interviewees. The company expanded into podcasts, events and TV shows, winning a 2020 Emmy for the Watson-hosted "Black Women OWN the Conversation," on the Oprah Winfrey Network. The annual Ozy Fest in New York's Central Park drew big names ranging from John Legend to a pre-presidency Joe Biden.
The company attracted a roster of major advertisers, clients and grants, according to testimony. But behind the scenes, prosecutors say, Ozy started bleeding money in 2018 and began trying to save itself with lies.
'I don't know where his numbers came from'
The company told a prospective investor it "finished 2017 with approximately 12 million in revenue" but gave its accountants a number under $7 million. The gaps widened with the years, yawning to as much as $53 million-vs.-$11 million for 2020, according to testimony and documents shown at trial.

    


Meanwhile, Ozy frequently delayed paying vendors and rent, borrowed against future receipts to get pricey cash advances and struggled to make payroll, former finance vice president Janeen Poutre testified.
The defense portrayed the cash scrambles as the growing pains of a successful startup.
"Ozy Media did not defraud its investors or anyone else," said the company's lawyer, Shannon Frison.
Watson lawyer and Harvard Law School Professor Ronald Sullivan Jr. said his client "believed every number that he gave every investor." Sullivan suggested revenue figures could vary depending on whether they account for such "in-kind" income as trading ads with another outlet.
Poutre testified that auditors rarely agree to count such revenue and she did not feel Watson was always honest.

    


"I don't know where his numbers came from. I know where my numbers came from," she said.
Fake emails and a voice disguise
The alleged schemes went beyond questionable numbers.
While trying to get Ozy a bank loan in 2020, Rao faked a contract saying that Winfrey's OWN network had renewed "Black Women OWN The Conversation" for a second season. When the bank wanted information directly from the network, Rao set up a phony email account for a real OWN executive and used it to offer the bank "background on the transaction."
Rao told jurors that Watson verbally approved the charade. Jurors saw a text message from Watson exhorting Rao to "be bold, get it done," but the "it" wasn't specified. Ultimately, witnesses said, neither the loan nor the show renewal happened.
Rao's infamous phone call came the next year as Ozy sought an investment from Wall Street giant Goldman Sachs. He'd falsely claimed YouTube was paying for Watson's eponymous talk show. When Goldman bankers wanted confirmation, he downloaded a voice-modifying app and pretended to be a YouTube executive on a call with them.

    


But the bankers were wary, the real YouTube exec soon found out and Watson told Goldman Sachs and Ozy's board that his co-founder had suffered a mental breakdown.
The investment didn't materialize, but Goldman Sachs continued advertising with Ozy after the episode, Rao said.
Rao told jurors he was taking antidepressants but was not having a psychiatric crisis when he made the call. Watson was present and coaching him via text message, Rao said.
"I am a big fan of Carlos, Samir and the show," reads one text, which Rao explained as Watson feeding him a line for his phony persona to say. Then Watson urged, "use the right pronouns. You are NOT OZY," among other messages.
'You're a liar, right?'

Watson's lawyer said the Ozy founder stumbled upon Rao's deceit midstream, was appalled and signaled him to hang up.
The defense has emphasized that Rao drafted a 2021 letter -- ultimately unsent -- saying the phone ruse was his alone. Rao told jurors he wrote it to protect the company.
Defense lawyers have cast him as an incompetent executive, confessed fabricator and admitted criminal who's falsely implicating Watson in hopes of avoiding prison for his own crimes.
"So, Mr. Rao, you're a liar, right?" Sullivan asked during cross-examination last Friday.
"Regrettably," Rao replied, "I've told many lies in my time at Ozy."
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    [image: Former New England Patriots quarterback Tom Brady waves as he takes the stage at the Patriots Hall of Fame induction ceremony for Brady at Gillette Stadium, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Foxborough, Mass. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)]
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[image: Former New England Patriots quarterback Tom Brady appears on large screens while speaking from the stage during Patriots Hall of Fame induction ceremonies for Brady at Gillette Stadium, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Foxborough, Mass. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)]
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[image: Former New England Patriots quarterback Tom Brady, left, speaks with Patriots owner Robert Kraft as they arrive for the Patriots Hall of Fame induction ceremony for Brady at Gillette Stadium, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Foxborough, Mass. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)]
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[image: Former New England Patriots quarterback Drew Bledsoe arrives for the Patriots Hall of Fame induction ceremony for former Patriots quarterback Tom Brady, at Gillette Stadium, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Foxborough, Mass. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)]
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[image: Former New England Patriots quarterback Doug Flutie arrives for the Patriots Hall of Fame induction ceremony for former Patriots quarterback Tom Brady, at Gillette Stadium, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Foxborough, Mass. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)]
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[image: New England Patriots NFL football team owner Robert Kraft, right, stands with his wife, Dana Blumberg, left, as they arrive for the Patriots Hall of Fame induction ceremony for former Patriots quarterback Tom Brady, at Gillette Stadium, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Foxborough, Mass. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)]
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[image: Musician Jon Bon Jovi, left, stands with his wife, Dorothea Hurley, right, as they arrive for the Patriots Hall of Fame induction ceremony for former New England Patriots quarterback Tom Brady, at Gillette Stadium, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Foxborough, Mass. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)]
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[image: Former New England Patriots Vince Wilfork, right, arrives for the Patriot Hall of Fame induction ceremony for former Patriots quarterback Tom Brady, at Gillette Stadium, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Foxborough, Mass. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)]
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[image: Former New England Patriots quarterback Tom Brady, left, speaks with Patriots owner Robert Kraft as they arrive for the Patriots Hall of Fame induction ceremony for Brady at Gillette Stadium, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Foxborough, Mass. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)]
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[image: Former New England Patriots quarterback Drew Bledsoe arrives for the Patriots Hall of Fame induction ceremony for former Patriots quarterback Tom Brady, at Gillette Stadium, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Foxborough, Mass. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)]
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[image: Former New England Patriots quarterback Doug Flutie arrives for the Patriots Hall of Fame induction ceremony for former Patriots quarterback Tom Brady, at Gillette Stadium, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Foxborough, Mass. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)]
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[image: Former New England Patriots Vince Wilfork, right, arrives for the Patriot Hall of Fame induction ceremony for former Patriots quarterback Tom Brady, at Gillette Stadium, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Foxborough, Mass. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)]
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                                        FOXBOROUGH, Mass. (AP) -- Tom Brady brought the New England Patriots endless memories and six Super Bowl trophies during his two-decade run with the team. 
The Patriots made sure his induction into the franchise's Hall of Fame was a celebration unlike it had ever thrown before. 
Dozens of Brady's former teammates and coaches, spanning multiple eras of Patriots history joined thousands of fans and celebrities including Jay-Z and Bon Jovi on Wednesday night to salute Brady as the 35th person to be enshrined into the team's hall. 
"Patriots nation, it's good to be home," Brady said. 
Before Brady spoke, team owner Robert Kraft brought Brady to tears when he announced that his No. 12 would never be worn by another Patriots player.
"The No. 12 is now officially retired," Kraft said.
Kraft also announced that a 12-foot bronze statue of Brady was being commissioned and it would be placed outside the Patriots Hall of Fame later this year.

    


In a night that felt like a Patriots family reunion, the biggest moment was reserved before Brady's speech when he was reunited with former Patriots coach Bill Belichick. It included an extended ovation for Belichick, who parted ways with the team after the 2023 season. 




"It was a tremendous honor for me to draft Tom and coach Tom for 20 years," Belichick told the crowd. "Everything he brought to the team, it was really an honor for me to be involved with that."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Brady weighed in on the never-ending debate about whether he or Belichick was most responsible Patriots success during their time together. 
"It wasn't me. It wasn't you. It was us," Brady said. "Let me make it clear. There is no other coach I'd rather play for than Bill Belichick."
The evening began with a red carpet featuring a who's who of Brady's 20 seasons with the Patriots, including Ty Law, Willie McGinest, Randy Moss, Vince Wilfork, Drew Bledsoe and Rob Gronkowski, among others. It also included Brady's parents, Tom Sr. and Galynn Brady.

    


The official ceremony inside Gillette Stadium was kicked off by a smoke-filled performance by rapper Jay-Z of his 2003 "Public Service Announcement," which Brady used as entrance music when he'd jogged onto the field to warmup before games. 
On this night, Brady emerged from near the stage at the end of Jay-Z's performance, walking through the section reserved for the night's special guests before taking a seat on stage himself.
There he watched video tributes from his competitors over the years, including Ray Lewis and Ed Reed, Charles Woodson and Jason Taylor. There were also video appearances by former New York Giants Michael Strahan and Eli Manning, who were booed by fans who haven't forgotten how the Giants spoiled the Patriots' bid for a perfect season with their upset in the 2007 Super Bowl. They defeated Brady and company again in the 2011 Super Bowl. 
Other video cameos included some of Boston's most celebrated celebrities, such as Red Sox great David Ortiz and Matt Damon.
The No. 199 pick in the 2000 draft, Brady inherited the starting job in his second season in New England when Bledsoe, the former No. 1 overall pick, was injured and led the Patriots to a Super Bowl championship that year. He won five more titles over the next two decades.

    


Back with Brady again, Bledsoe joked that Brady didn't follow the No. 1 rule as his backup.
"You were the worst backup quarterback in the history of the NFL," Bledsoe said. "You never learned that when I got healthy, that you were supposed to go sit back down."
There were emotional moments. Like when some of Brady's top playmakers -- Moss, Gronkowski, Julian Edelman and Wes Welker joined Brady on stage. 
Moss was moved to tears as the crowd showered him a two-minute ovation. Moss recalled how when he arrived in New England in 2007 he knew he had to be close to Brady. 
"Put my locker beside Tom Brady's and the rest will take care of itself," Moss said. 
There were also surprise in-person guests, like Pro Football Hall of Famer Peyton Manning participating in a sit down discussion with Brady and the night's host Mike Tirico to discuss the quarterbacks' on-field clashes over the years. 

    


Manning revealed how he never counted the Patriots out when his teams faced Brady, especially when Brady had the ball with a chance to win late in games. 
"I was praying on the sidelines," Manning said. "I never pray on the sidelines."
Brady paid Manning compliments as well, calling him one of his best friends. He also noted how he'd followed Manning's career as a young quarterback, dating back to high school.
"There's nobody out there like Peyton Manning right now," Brady said.
Manning even offered some of his textbook quips, drawing cheers from what was often a hostile New England crowd when he lamented, "They like me here because I always lost here."
 In front of a crowd spilling with his No. 12 jersey, Brady said his family and the Patriots will be forever intertwined.

    


"I feel like we're still the family that's trying to love each other," Brady said. "We're adopted New Englanders."
At one point Brady ran down the list of towns he'd lived in around New England during his time with the Patriots, from Franklin to Quincy to Chestnut Hill to Brookline.
Brady concluded his speech welling with tears. 
"I am Tom Brady. And I am a Patriot," he said.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/NFL
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As Art Basel opens, buyers confront a 'cooling' but still very active market

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    This year's Art Basel fair saw curators creating an exhibit that meanders through the streets of Basel, empty stores, operational shops, a hotel, a restaurant, even a brewery, exploring the topics of urban transformation and circulation.
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    [image: The artwork Interieur a La Fougere Noire (1948) by French artist Henri Matisse is on display at the international art show Art Basel, in Basel, Switzerland, Tuesday, June 11, 2024. (Georgios Kefalas/Keystone via AP)]
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[image: The artwork Gouvernails Rouges (1967) by US-American artist Alexander Calder is on display at the international art show Art Basel, in Basel, Switzerland, Tuesday, June 11, 2024. (Georgios Kefalas/Keystone via AP)]
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[image: The artwork Paysage (1965) by Spanish artist Pablo Picasso is on display at the international art show Art Basel, in Basel, Switzerland, Tuesday, June 11, 2024. (Georgios Kefalas/Keystone via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 10 | The artwork Paysage (1965) by Spanish artist Pablo Picasso is on display at the international art show Art Basel, in Basel, Switzerland, Tuesday, June 11, 2024. (Georgios Kefalas/Keystone via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 10
The artwork Paysage (1965) by Spanish artist Pablo Picasso is on display at the international art show Art Basel, in Basel, Switzerland, Tuesday, June 11, 2024. (Georgios Kefalas/Keystone via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The artwork Dresdner Frauen - die Elbe (1990/2023) by German-Austrian artist Georg Baselitz is on display at the international art show Art Basel, in Basel, Switzerland, Tuesday, June 11, 2024. (Georgios Kefalas/Keystone via AP)]
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[image: A Vessel in a Vessel in a Vessel and So On (2007) by US-American artist William Pope. L is on display at the international art show Art Basel, in Basel, Switzerland, Tuesday, June 11, 2024. (Georgios Kefalas/Keystone via AP)]
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[image: The artwork Hortensia (2024), left, and Donaji (2024), right, by Mexican artist Berenice Olmedo is on display at the international art show Art Basel, in Basel, Switzerland, Tuesday, June 11, 2024. (Georgios Kefalas/Keystone via AP)]
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[image: The artwork Pumpkin (2018) by Japanese artist Yayoi Kusama is on display at the international art show Art Basel, in Basel, Switzerland, Tuesday, June 11, 2024. (Georgios Kefalas/Keystone via AP)]
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[image: The artwork Smoker (1975) by US-American artist Tom Wesselmann is on display at the international art show Art Basel, in Basel, Switzerland, Tuesday, June 11, 2024. (Georgios Kefalas/Keystone via AP)]
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[image: The artwork Zepelin de Acero (2021) by Argentinian artist Julio Le Parc on display at the Art Unlimited exhibition, part of the international art fair Art Basel, in Basel, Switzerland, Monday, June 10, 2024. (Georgios Kefalas/Keystone via AP)]
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[image: The artwork The Extended Line (2023-2024) by Japanese artist Chiharu Shiota at the Art Unlimited exhibition, part of the international art fair Art Basel, in Basel, Switzerland, Monday, June 10, 2024. (Georgios Kefalas/Keystone via AP)]
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                                        BASEL, Switzerland (AP) -- Multimillion-dollar works by Jean-Michel Basquiat, Yayoi Kusama and Alberto Giacometti went on the market this week as the Art Basel fair opened in Switzerland.
Thousands flooded the exhibition center for VIP previews before doors open to public Thursday. Arriving guests strolled through a large plaza filled with stems of wheat resembling a field, a work by conceptual artist Agnes Denes that was first staged in 1982.
More than 280 galleries exhibited everything from paintings and sculpture to video installations and performance art.
"Art Basel is like the Super Bowl of the art world," art market expert Magnus Resch said.
The Art Market Report 2024, published by Art Basel and Swiss investment bank UBS, found that sales fell by 4% year-on-year in 2023, to an estimated $65 billion, against a backdrop of high interest rates, inflation and political instability.

    


Sales were particularly thinner at the top end of the market.
"We've seen a bit of a slowdown," said UBS Global Wealth Management's chief economist Paul Donovan.
Once the buzz of the art world, sales in art-related NFTs -- or non-fungible tokens -- on NFT platforms outside the art market declined sharply, according to the report, from a peak of $2.9 billion in 2021 to $1.2 billion last year.


But there is still enthusiasm. The report found transaction volume grew in 2023 by 4%, driven by sales at lower price levels.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We're not seeing art sales plunge off the edge of a cliff or anything like that," Donovan said. "So 'cooling' is probably the right way to think about what is happening."
Austrian gallerist Thaddaeus Ropac said that "I think people are now reflecting a bit more, taking a bit of time, but they are still very, very active."
Some dismissed any dour analysis. In an opening day sales report, the president of international gallery Hauser & Wirth, Iwan Wirth, described it as "doom porn" while New York-based Sean Kelly said the market had already turned a corner since last year.
"There's always something to be concerned about. But the market has proven to be extremely resilient," Kelly said.
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DeSantis appointees bury the hatchet with Disney by approving new development deal

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - The Cinderella Castle is seen at the Magic Kingdom at Walt Disney World, July 14, 2023, in Lake Buena Vista, Fla. Months after Disney and Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis' appointees agreed to end a protracted legal fight, the two sides are set to approve an agreement Wednesday, June 5, 2024, that could result in the company investing $17 billion into its Florida resort and opens the door to a fifth major theme park at Walt Disney World. (AP Photo/John Raoux, File)]
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                                        ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) -- Gov. Ron DeSantis' appointees on Wednesday gave final approval to an agreement that buries the hatchet between Disney and the governing district for Walt Disney World, which the Florida governor took over after the company two years ago publicly opposed a state law critics dubbed "Don't Say Gay."
The five DeSantis-appointed board members to the Central Florida Tourism Oversight District unanimously voted to approve a 15-year development deal in which the district committed to making infrastructure improvements in exchange for Disney investing up to $17 billion into Disney World over the next two decades.
The agreement followed a detente in March in which both sides agreed to stop litigating each other in state court and work towards negotiating a new development agreement and a new comprehensive plan no later than next year. The district provides municipal services such as firefighting, planning and mosquito control, among other things, and was controlled by Disney supporters before the takeover by the DeSantis appointees.

    


District board member Brian Aungst said at Wednesday night's board meeting that the agreement provides a lasting and stable framework for Disney and the board to work together.




"This is the day we all have been looking forward to," Aungst said. "I was always extremely optimistic and knew we would get here because it was the right outcome."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Under the deal, Disney will be required to donate up to 100 acres (40 hectares) of Disney World's 24,000 acres (9,700 hectares) for the construction of infrastructure projects controlled by the district. The company also will need to award at least half of its construction projects to companies based in Florida and spend at least $10 million on affordable housing for central Florida.
Disney would then be approved to build a fifth major theme park at Disney World and two more minor parks, such as water parks, if it desired. The company could raise the number of hotel rooms on its property from almost 40,000 rooms to more than 53,000 rooms and increase the amount of retail and restaurant space by more than 20%. Disney will retain control of building heights due to its need to maintain an immersive environment.

    


Leaders of Orlando's tourism industry praised the agreement, telling the district's board members that it will bring boundless jobs, tourists and attention to central Florida.
"It very clearly demonstrates to the world that the district and Disney are eager to resume working together for the great state of Florida," said Robert Earl, founder and CEO of Planet Hollywood International, Inc.
Still up in the air was an appeal of a federal lawsuit Disney had filed against DeSantis and his appointees. After the settlement was reached in March, Disney asked the appellate court to put that case on hold while the development agreement was negotiated. The company has until next week to file a brief with the court if it wants to move ahead with the case.
Disney didn't respond to an email Wednesday afternoon seeking comment on how the company planned to proceed. The DeSantis appointees to the district had planned to hold a closed-door discussion about the lawsuit after their board meeting Wednesday but cancelled that meeting.

    


Matthew Oberly, a spokesperson for the district, said Wednesday night that the district didn't have any comment on the future of the federal litigation. 
The March settlement ended almost two years of litigation sparked by DeSantis' takeover of the district following the company's opposition to the 2022 law that bans classroom lessons on sexual orientation and gender identity in early grades. The law was championed by the Republican governor, who used Disney as a punching bag in speeches during his run for the 2024 GOP presidential nomination until he suspended his campaign earlier this year.
As punishment for Disney's opposition to the controversial law, DeSantis took over the governing district through legislation passed by the Republican-controlled Florida Legislature and appointed a new board of supervisors. Disney sued DeSantis and his appointees, claiming the company's free speech rights were violated for speaking out against the legislation. A federal judge dismissed that lawsuit in January, but Disney appealed.

    


Before control of the district changed hands early last year, the Disney supporters on its board signed agreements with the company shifting control over design and construction at Disney World to the company. The new DeSantis appointees claimed the "eleventh-hour deals" neutered their powers, and the district sued the company in state court in Orlando to have the contracts voided.
Disney filed counterclaims that included asking the state court to declare the agreements valid and enforceable. Those state court lawsuits were dismissed as part of the March settlement.
___
Follow Mike Schneider on the social platform X: @MikeSchneiderAP.
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Francoise Hardy, French singing legend and pop icon, dies at 80

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Francoise Hardy, a French singing legend and pop icon since the 1960s, has died. She was 80. Her son, musician Thomas Dutronc, announced her death on social media. (June 12)
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    [image: FILE - French singing star, Francoise Hardy, looks at a music score during a break in rehearsals, January 31, 1966, at the Savoy Hotel in London, England, where she is to appear for a three-week cabaret spot. Francoise Hardy, a beloved French singer and pop culture icon since the 1960s, has died at age 80. Her son, musician Thomas Dutronc, announced her death on social networks. (AP Photo, File)]
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[image: File - French actress Francois Hardy walks out after the funeral ceremony of French rock singer Alain Bashung at Saint Germain des Pres church in Paris Friday, March 20, 2009. Francoise Hardy, a beloved French singer and pop culture icon since the 1960s, has died at age 80. Her son, musician Thomas Dutronc, announced her death on social networks. AP Photo/Francois Mori, File)]
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[image: FILE - French singer Francoise Hardy arrives at the annual Victoires de la Musique ceremony at the Zenith in Paris on Saturday March 5, 2005. Francoise Hardy, a beloved French singer and pop culture icon since the 1960s, has died at age 80. Her son, musician Thomas Dutronc, announced her death on social networks. (AP Photo/Jacques Brinon, File)]
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[image: FILE - French singer and actress Francoise Hardy wears a summer fur dress launched by Chombert of Paris, France, Feb. 11, 1967. Francoise Hardy, a beloved French singer and pop culture icon since the 1960s, has died at age 80. Her son, musician Thomas Dutronc, announced her death on social networks.(AP Photo, File)]
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- Francoise Hardy, a French singing legend and pop icon since the 1960s, has died. She was 80. 
Her son, musician Thomas Dutronc, announced her death on social media, sharing a poignant photo of himself as a child with his mother. Hardy had lymphatic cancer since 2004 and died Tuesday.
Born on Jan. 17, 1944, in Paris, Hardy's career began in 1962 when she recorded her first single, "Tous les garcons et les filles," at the age of 18. The song, which she wrote and composed, quickly became a hit, marking her rise as a key figure in the ye-ye movement, a French response to rock 'n' roll. 
Her lyrics often captured the angst and longing of adolescence, resonating deeply with young audiences. Her melancholic and introspective tone set her apart from the more exuberant pop music of her peers.
Hardy's influence extended far beyond France. In 2023, she was the only French artist named in Rolling Stone magazine's list of the 200 greatest singers of all time. Her ethereal voice and distinctive beauty captivated audiences, earning her praise from music legends such as Mick Jagger, Bob Dylan and David Bowie. 

    


"I was passionately in love with her. Every male in the world, and a number of females, also were," Bowie once said.




Hardy had a unique approach to songwriting, emphasizing the importance of melody in her creative process. Speaking to the Associated Press in 1996 about writing songs, she explained, "I always put the words on the music. It's always like that. I don't write before, and then, I'm looking for music. First, I get the music and (then) I try to put words on it." That method contributed to the distinctive quality of her music, blending poetic lyrics with evocative melodies.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Hardy was also celebrated as a fashion muse. Her androgynous looks and understated elegance made her a favorite of the fashion world, with a tall, slender frame, angular features, and long, straight hair. This aesthetic aligned with the modern fashion of the 1960s, emphasizing simplicity and a certain boyish charm. She often wore designs from Andre Courreges, Paco Rabanne, and Yves Saint Laurent, in styles that defined the era. Her influence in fashion extended over decades.

    


Hardy's relationship with fellow musician Jacques Dutronc was a significant part of her life and work. They met in the mid-1960s and had a son, Thomas, in 1973. Although their relationship faced challenges, including Dutronc's infidelities and their eventual separation, it deeply influenced her music. Their lives -- residing on separate floors of the same Parisian building -- mirrored their bittersweet partnership, which was reflected in Hardy's songs.
She also had a keen interest in astrology, authoring several books on the subject and hosting radio shows. Her lyrics and public persona often reflected her introspective nature and fascination with the celestial.
Hardy's battle with cancer was long. She endured numerous treatments, including radiotherapy, which left her deaf in one ear. Despite her health struggles, she continued to produce music, with her final album, "Personne d'autre," released in 2018. This album, marked by its contemplative themes and collaboration with the Finnish indie band Poets of the Fall, confronted issues of mortality.

    


Tributes have poured in from across the globe. French Culture Minister Rima Abdul Malak hailed her as "an eternal legend of French songs," while fellow musicians like Carla Bruni, Michel Polnareff, and Etienne Daho expressed their deep sorrow and admiration. International artists, including Blur's Graham Coxon and Public Enemy's Chuck D, also paid their homage.
Reflecting on her lifelong love for melodies, Hardy once said, "All my life, I've been on the lookout for beautiful melodies. Listening to them puts me in seventh heaven."
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    [image: Red paint covers portions of the entrance to the German consulate building, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in New York. Pro-Palestinian protesters have vandalized locations associated with the Brooklyn Museum and United Nations in New York City, throwing red paint across their entrances in opposition to the ongoing war between Israel and Hamas in Gaza. (AP Photo/Sophie Rosenbaum)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- People purporting to be pro-Palestinian activists hurled red paint at the homes of top leaders at the Brooklyn Museum, including its Jewish director, and also splashed paint across the front of diplomatic buildings for Germany and the Palestinian Authority early Wednesday, prompting a police investigation and condemnation from city authorities.
Mayor Eric Adams, in a post on the social platform X, shared images of a brick building splashed with red paint with a banner hung in front of the door that called the museum's director, Anne Pasternak, a "white-supremacist Zionist." 
"This is not peaceful protest or free speech. This is a crime, and it's overt, unacceptable antisemitism," Adams wrote, sending sympathy to Pasternak and other museum board members whose homes were defaced. "These actions will never be tolerated in New York City for any reason." 

    


Museum spokesperson Taylor Maatman said four officials were targeted. Not all are Jewish, she said. A report was filed with police. 
"Earlier today, the homes of people connected to the Brooklyn Museum were vandalized in an attempt to threaten and intimidate them," Maatman said in a statement. "For two centuries, the Brooklyn Museum has worked to foster mutual understanding through art and culture, and we have always supported peaceful protest and open, respectful dialogue. Violence, vandalism, and intimidation have no place in that discourse."




Red paint was also splashed across the front of a Manhattan building that houses Germany's consulate and its United Nations mission, and another building that is a headquarters for for Palestinian diplomats. Flyers critical of the Palestinian Authority and its president, Mahmoud Abbas, were scattered outside the building. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

It wasn't immediately clear who was responsible or whether the acts of vandalism were all related.
A spokesperson for the New York Police Department declined to comment, saying the agency was investigating and would provide more information later. The German mission said its security staff was in close contact with New York authorities. A message seeking comment was also sent to Palestinian diplomats. 

    


Hundreds of protesters marched on the Brooklyn Museum late last month, briefly setting up tents in the lobby and unfurling a "Free Palestine" banner from the roof before police moved in to make dozens of arrests. Similar protests have happened since October at other New York City museums. 
The protest group Within Our Lifetime and other organizers of that demonstration said the museum is "deeply invested in and complicit" in Israel's military actions in Gaza through its leadership, trustees, corporate sponsors and donors -- a claim museum officials have denied. 
The group said in a statement that it did not coordinate the paint attacks but "we commend" any such actions taken against complicit institutions. 
City Comptroller Brad Lander, who was among the New York politicians to speak out against the protests, said the Brooklyn Museum has done more to grapple with questions of "power, colonialism, racism & the role of art" than many other museums. 

    


"The cowards who did this are way over the line into antisemitism, harming the cause they claim to care about, and making everyone less safe," he wrote on X. 
The grand beaux arts museum, the city's second largest, sits at the edge of Crown Heights, home to one of the city's largest communities of Orthodox Jews. 
It is no stranger to ideological confrontations. 
Then-Mayor Rudy Giuliani threatened to close the museum in 1999 over artwork he considered disrespectful of Catholics. Protesters have staged demonstrations inside, outside, and on top of the building repeatedly over the years. And in 2016, pro-Palestinian activists demonstrated against a photo exhibit on life in Israel and the West Bank, saying it did not take a strong enough stance against Israeli "colonization."
The paint attacks came the same week that Within Our Lifetime organized a large demonstration outside a New York City exhibition memorializing victims of the Oct. 7 Hamas attack on the Tribe of Nova music festival. The group called it "Zionist propaganda" and dismissed the music festival, where hundreds died, as "a rave next to a concentration camp." 

    


That protest also drew condemnations from across the political spectrum. 
"The callousness, dehumanization, and targeting of Jews on display at last night's protest outside the Nova Festival exhibit was atrocious antisemitism -- plain and simple," U.S. Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez said Tuesday on X. 
___
Associated Press reporter Jennifer Peltz in New York contributed. Follow Philip Marcelo at x.com/philmarcelo. 
___
This story has been corrected to reflect that only one of the four Brooklyn Museum leaders whose homes was splashed with paint is Jewish, according to the museum's spokesperson.
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                                        Author Michael Brodeur takes the gym too seriously, and not seriously at all at the same time, in his book "Swole: The Making of Men and the Meaning of Muscles" in an effort to show the readers that the overly online world of hypermasculinity is an illusion and what a man can be is what you make of it. 
Brodeur evokes his own autobiography to guide the reader through the history of weightlifting and the role of men in society. He's a middle-aged, Gen-X, self-described "meathead" who brags about the depths of his squats and size of his biceps and butt, but also lives a life as the classical music critic for The Washington Post and a gay man. 
These dueling identities weave through Brodeur's "Swole." The narrative works, most of the time, but sometimes Brodeur's chapters feel more like miniature essays surrounding a broader theme of masculinity than a comprehensive whole. 

    


He celebrates male bodies and men wanting to be bigger, stronger, and uses humor and the history of idols like Arnold Schwarzenegger, He-Man, and professional wrestling to show how men's identities have evolved and changed since he was a child struggling to come to terms with his own sexual orientation. 




Brodeur appears to reject the modern-day gym industry that often sells their version of the ideal body: A place where calorie counts are perfected, macronutrients are measured and microtargeting of muscle groups are a must. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Instead, Brodeur tells the reader to reach for the ideal you want -- be comfortable looking at yourself in a mirror, and know it's also OK to be somewhat embarrassed about looking at yourself in a mirror. 
Brodeur also warns about the rising influence that internet personalities like Andrew Tate or the Liver King are having on younger men, or the unending number of TikTok personalities that basically lay out easy ways for young men to purchase and abuse anabolic steroids. 
"Adrift and allegedly emasculated by the mass rejection of 'real masculinity,'" men are now balls-deep in an imaginary internet-based civil war with themselves," he writes.
"Swole" allows men to celebrate masculinity as they want to define it. 
___
AP book reviews: https://apnews.com/hub/book-reviews

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/michael-brodeur-swole-book-review-45b99c32beecc3f2af58476fd6c9d006



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Quincy Jones, Richard Curtis, Juliet Taylor and Bond producers will get honorary Oscars | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Quincy Jones, Richard Curtis, Juliet Taylor and Bond producers will get honorary Oscars

    Quincy Jones, Richard Curtis, Juliet Taylor and Bond producers will get honorary Oscars

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Music producer Quincy Jones poses for a portrait to promote his documentary "Quincy" during the Toronto Film Festival on Sept. 7, 2018, in Toronto. Jones will receive an honorary Oscar at the 15th annual Governors Awards in November. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 4 | FILE - Music producer Quincy Jones poses for a portrait to promote his documentary "Quincy" during the Toronto Film Festival on Sept. 7, 2018, in Toronto. Jones will receive an honorary Oscar at the 15th annual Governors Awards in November. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - An Oscar statue appears outside the Dolby Theatre for the 87th Academy Awards in Los Angeles on Feb. 21, 2015. (Photo by Matt Sayles/Invision/AP, File)]
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                                        Quincy Jones has been nominated for seven Oscars in the past 55 years, including best original score, best song, and even best picture. Although he's never collected a competitive statuette during the Academy Awards, this November he'll receive an honorary Oscar from the Academy's Board of Governors in recognition of his contributions to the art of film.
Jones, casting director Juliet Taylor, filmmaker Richard Curtis and James Bond producers Michael G. Wilson and Barbara Broccoli will all be honored at this year's Governors Awards, the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences said Wednesday.
Jones, who has contributed to films like "In Cold Blood," "The Wiz" and "The Color Purple," and Taylor, whose casting credits include "Taxi Driver," "Annie Hall," "Sleepless in Seattle" and "Schindler's List," will receive Academy Honorary Awards. Most honorary Oscar recipients have not yet won a competitive Oscar. 

    


Curtis, the "Notting Hill" and "Love Actually" filmmaker, will get the Jean Hersholt Humanitarian Award for his charitable efforts. A co-founder of Comic Relief UK and USA, he has helped raise more than $2 billion over the past 40 years. Jones was given the Hersholt award in 1994. 




The Irving G. Thalberg Memorial Award will go to EON Productions' Wilson and Broccoli, whose 007 credits include "Casino Royale," "Skyfall" and "No Time To Die." Broccoli's father, Albert "Cubby" Broccoli, was given the Thalberg award in 1981.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The recipients of this year's Governors Awards have set the bar incredibly high across their remarkable careers, and the Academy's Board of Governors is thrilled to recognize them with Oscars," Academy President Janet Yang said in a statement. "Their profound love of cinema and indelible contribution to our art form make these five individuals truly deserving of these honors."
The event, which is not televised, will be held Nov. 17 in the Ray Dolby Ballroom, just an escalator ride up from the Dolby Theatre that hosts the Oscars. 
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                                        U.S. District Judge Harry Leinenweber, who presided over singer R. Kelly's trial on child sex abuse charges, has died. He was 87. 
Leinenweber died Tuesday evening, the eastern division of the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Illinois said in a statement. The Chicago Sun-Times reported that Leinenweber had been diagnosed with lung cancer earlier this year and died at the Florida home he shared with his wife.
"Judge Harry D. Leinenweber was a friend, mentor and model jurist," Northern District of Illinois Chief Judge Rebecca R. Pallmeyer said in the statement. "My colleagues and I are deeply saddened by Judge Leinenweber's passing. We hope for comfort and peace for his family. We thank his family for sharing him with us for over 39 years."
President Ronald Reagan nominated Leinenweber, a former state lawmaker, to the bench in 1985. He took senior status, a form of semi-retirement, in 2002 but continued to work. 

    


He presided over Kelly's trial in 2022. Prosecutors accused the Grammy Award-winning singer of producing sexually explicit videos of children and enticing girls for sex. The trial went on for a month before jurors ultimately convicted Kelly of six of 13 counts against him.




The verdict came months after a federal judge in New York sentenced Kelly to 30 years in prison in June for racketeering and sex trafficking. Leinenweber sentenced the singer to 20 years in prison in the Illinois case.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Kelly attorney Jennifer Bonojean wrote in an email that she loved trying cases in front of Leinenweber.
"He allowed attorneys to do their jobs and never put his thumb on the scales of justice," she wrote. "He was an honorable judge and an honorable man. The judiciary needs more judges like him. He will be missed by attorneys from all sides of the aisle."
Leinenweber also oversaw a trial last year that ended with four people convicted in a bribery conspiracy that provided an inside look at pay-to-play politics in Illinois. Prosecutors accused two former executives with utility ComEd, a former utility consultant and a longtime government insider of arranging contracts, jobs and money of then-Illinois House Speaker Michael Madigan's associates to ensure bills boosting ComEd profits became law. Madigan has been indicted in the case. His trial is set to begin next year. 

    


Robert Gaines served as a juror in the ComEd trial. He told the Sun-Times that Leinenweber had "complete control of the courtroom."
"He knew how to put his foot down, and then he knew how to let it up," Gaines said. "He was so cool and level-headed. He was the coolest judge I've ever seen, on TV or off TV."
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From smart glasses to a rainbow rodeo, some Father's Day gift ideas for all kinds of dads
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            Father's Day gift ideas from a small business owner

        
        
            What should you get dad for Father's Day? From a puzzle to pickleball socks, a small business owner in Seattle has a few ideas.
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[image: This photo shows the Instax Mini 99 instant camera from Fujifilm. Gift one to the dad who loves to have fun with instant film effects. (Fujifilm via AP)]
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[image: This cover image released. by Workman shows "There are Dads Way Worse Than You" by Glenn Boozan. (Workman via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 10 | This cover image released. by Workman shows "There are Dads Way Worse Than You" by Glenn Boozan. (Workman via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 10
This cover image released. by Workman shows "There are Dads Way Worse Than You" by Glenn Boozan. (Workman via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This cover image released by Grand Central Publishing shows ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 10 | This cover image released by Grand Central Publishing shows "The Mighty Moo: The USS Cowpens and Her Epic World War II Journey from Jinx Ship to the Navy's First Carrier into Tokyo Bay" by Nathan Canestaro. History books are good gift options for Father's Day. (Grand Central Publishing via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 10
This cover image released by Grand Central Publishing shows "The Mighty Moo: The USS Cowpens and Her Epic World War II Journey from Jinx Ship to the Navy's First Carrier into Tokyo Bay" by Nathan Canestaro. History books are good gift options for Father's Day. (Grand Central Publishing via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo shows the Quiet Mind weighted pillow. The pillow would be a good Father's Day gift option for the stressed-out dad. (Quiet Mind via AP)]
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[image: This photo shows the City Grill from Kenyon. The electric, smokeless grill is a nice Father's Day gift option for the urbanite grill master. (Kenyon via AP)]
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[image: This photo shows the Eddie Bauer x Lucyd smart sunglasses. Is dad ready to take the tech leap for Father's Day? (Lucyd via AP)]
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[image: This photo shows the Poco LT Child Carrier from Osprey. Whether you go big, small or DIY, there are lots of way to please dad on Father's Day. (Osprey via AP)]
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[image: This combination photo shows the trucker trucker jacket and hat from the Rodeo Rainbow collection by Levi's. For the LGBTQ+ ally dad, the company's pride collection offers a range of Father's Day gift options. (Levi's via AP)]
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[image: This photo shows anti-censorship socks from Uncommon Goods. Whether you go big, small or DIY, there are lots of ways to please dad on Father's Day. (Uncommon Goods via AP)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Whether you go big, small or DIY, there are lots of ways to please dad on Father's Day. 
Homemade cards and drawings, and things made of clay or popsicle sticks, are evergreen options from little hands. So is gathering your top family photos for framing, or knitting up a sweater, hat or socks. 
If store-bought is your jam, try one of these:
A WEIGHTED PILLOW
Is he tied up in stress knots? Weighted pillows are the new weighted blankets, the latter sometimes considered too hot with uneven weight distribution. A weighted pillow from Quiet Mind comes in three sizes and is intended for hugging and laps. While it may be difficult to travel with a weighted blanket, pillows are portable to keep the Zen from deep-pressure stimulation going away from home. $179 and up, depending on size. Available at Onequietmind.com.
A LEATHER-BOUND BOOK
From historic ballparks and all things Kobe Bryant to ideas for epic hikes and the beauty of the national parks, Quince has on offer a range of lovely, leather-bound, coffee-table books. There's one for just about any kind of dad, also including Julia Child's "Mastering the Art of French Cooking" and a collection of Randal Ford's dog portraits. Starting at $89.90. Available at Quince.

    


AN URBANITE GRILL
Got a city-dweller? Grilling can be problematic on fire escapes, balconies and parks that don't allow open flames. The Kenyon City Grill is electric, smokeless and highly portable. Plug it in and dial up temperatures that go over 550 degrees. There's a disposable and therefore replaceable drip pan. $695. Available on Amazon and the Kenyon website. 
SOME SMART SUNGLASSES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Tech-enabled glasses are abundant these days. Reviews are up and down by brand so choose carefully. A new entry from Lucyd, the Eddie Bauer x Lucyd collection, has enhanced audio quality and easy access to the voice assistant. They come in several styles, from aviator to rimless. Most styles come in 13 colors. A charging dock is included. They play music. They take calls. They use Siri. They have a 12-hour battery life. Is he ready to take the leap? Starting at $229 on the Lucyd website.

    


A SKIN-CARE SYSTEM
Dads, they have skin too. And some may care enough to follow through with a full regimen. For dads into self care, try the Jan Marini Men's System. It touts impact for all skin types. Age prevention, hydration, sun protection and a shaving gel included. $260. Available on the Jan Marini website.
A WORLD WAR II HERO
She was the 11,000-ton Mighty Moo, the light aircraft carrier that could. Intelligence officer Nathan Canestaro went in search of his grandfather's service history during the war. In the process, he uncovered the story of the USS Cowpens, on which his relative served. The result is a book of history, "The Mighty Moo." The Cowpens and her crew earned 12 Battle Stars. At the war's end, she was the only US aircraft carrier in Tokyo Bay to witness Japan's surrender. (Grand Central, $35.) Releases June 11. Widely available. 
SOME CRAZY BAD DADS
Darth Vader. Walter White. The Godfather. Comedy writer Glenn Boozan has followed up his cute illustrated bestseller "There are Moms Way Worse Than You" with a version for dad. The idea? To let him know he's nowhere near the top of the bad parent pyramid: "On days when you feel `Dad guilt' about the things you did, at least you've never had to say, `Honey, I shrunk the kids.'" (Workman, $10.48). "There are Dads Way Worse Than You" is illustrated by Priscilla Witte. Widely available.

    


A HIKING BABY CARRIER
A gift for both moms and dads since it's easily adjustable, the Osprey Poco LT Child Carrier has earned top reviews for short hikes and everyday outings. It comes in black, blue and green with an SPF sunshade for baby. The frame is lightweight with a stable platform to set the carrier down. The best part: It weighs a smidge over 5 pounds. $179.99 at Rei.com. Widely available elsewhere. 
AN INSTA-CAMERA WITH PIZZAZZ
Mini Polaroid cameras and their instant photo lookalikes have been having a moment in the last few years. The Instax Mini 99 by Fujifilm is great for a dad who just wants to have fun with instant photography. It has a color effect dial with six looks. It also has five brightness levels, shooting modes that include double exposures, a self-timer, a way to add a frame around the image and landscape, portrait and macros focus options. Photos are 62 mm x 46 mm. $199. Widely available. 

    


A BIT OF RAINBOW PRIDE
June is Pride Month. Gift dad a buy-in with a piece from Levi's Rainbow Rodeo collection. There's a trucker cap and jacket in studded cream. There's a muscle tank, cowboy bandana and a shiny gold vest and pants. Lots of other Pride gear is out there if nothing at Levi's does it for you. Trucker cap, $35. Trucker jacket, $148. Bandana, $30. Gold jeans, $128. Available at Levi.com.
FOR DADS WHO WEAR SOCKS
Novelty socks. They're everywhere. Uncommon Goods sells a pair all about the banning of books. One sock has book titles blacked out. The other doesn't. $12. If those don't appeal, the site also has zodiac socks and a whole bunch more. Head to Amazon for pizza socks that come in, yes, a pizza box. 
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At the Tony Awards, a veteran host with plenty of stars and songs on tap
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    [image: FILE - A view of the stage appears before the start of the 75th annual Tony Awards on Sunday, June 12, 2022, at Radio City Music Hall in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)]
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[image: This image released by O&M/DKC shows Sarah Pidgeon, from left, Juliana Canfield and Tom Pecinka during a performance of "Stereophonic." (Julieta Cervantes/O&M/DKC via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Polk & Co. shows Maleah Joi Moon, left, and Chris Lee during a performance of "Hell's Kitchen." (Marc J. Franklin/Polk & Co. via AP)]
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[image: This image released by MurphyMade shows the cast of the musical "Water For Elephants" in New York. (Matthew Murphy/MurphyMade via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 9 | This image released by MurphyMade shows the cast of the musical "Water For Elephants" in New York. (Matthew Murphy/MurphyMade via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Boneau/Bryan-Brown shows Jordan Tyson, left, and John Cardoza during a performance of "The Notebook." (Julieta Cervantes/Boneau/Bryan-Brown via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 9 | This image released by Boneau/Bryan-Brown shows Jordan Tyson, left, and John Cardoza during a performance of "The Notebook." (Julieta Cervantes/Boneau/Bryan-Brown via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Boneau/Bryan-Brown shows Joy Woods during a performance of "The Notebook." (Julieta Cervantes/Boneau/Bryan-Brown via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Polk & Co. shows Daniel Radcliffe, from left, Jonathan Groff and Lindsay Mendez in a scene from "Merrily We Roll Along." (Matthew Murphy/Polk & Co. via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Polk & Co. shows Maleah Joi Moon, left, and Chris Lee during a performance of "Hell's Kitchen." (Marc J. Franklin/Polk & Co. via AP)]
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[image: This image released by MurphyMade shows the cast of the musical "Water For Elephants" in New York. (Matthew Murphy/MurphyMade via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Boneau/Bryan-Brown shows Jordan Tyson, left, and John Cardoza during a performance of "The Notebook." (Julieta Cervantes/Boneau/Bryan-Brown via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Boneau/Bryan-Brown shows Joy Woods during a performance of "The Notebook." (Julieta Cervantes/Boneau/Bryan-Brown via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Polk & Co. shows Daniel Radcliffe, from left, Jonathan Groff and Lindsay Mendez in a scene from "Merrily We Roll Along." (Matthew Murphy/Polk & Co. via AP)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The Tony Awards are Sunday with a familiar host and a new venue, Lincoln Center's David H. Koch Theater in Manhattan. Here's a guide on what to look for and what to expect. 
Who is hosting?
Academy Award winner and Tony nominee Ariana DeBose, who hosted the last two ceremonies, returns this year and will produce and choreograph the opening number. Other hosts who have done it multiple times include Angela Lansbury, Hugh Jackman, Neil Patrick Harris and James Corden. DeBose was praised for keeping last year's show afloat without a script during the Hollywood writers strike.
What's the format?

The three-hour main telecast will air on CBS and stream on Paramount+ starting at 8 p.m. Eastern, with a free pre-show -- where some technical awards will be handed out -- on Pluto TV at 6:30 p.m. That pre-show -- officially called "The Tony Awards: Act One" -- will be hosted by Julianne Hough and Utkarsh Ambudkar. 

    


Who are the stars presenting?
Presenters include Angelina Jolie, Nick Jonas, Idina Menzel, Ashley Park, Jim Parsons, Wendell Pierce, Ben Platt, Cynthia Erivo, Jesse Tyler Ferguson, Josh Gad, Renee Elise Goldsberry, Sean Hayes, Taraji P. Henson, Julianne Hough, Jennifer Hudson, Pete Townshend, Tamara Tunie, Adrienne Warren, Patrick Wilson, Anthony Ramos, Andrew Rannells and Jeffrey Wright.




What can we expect to see?

The casts of new musicals and revivals will be performing numbers and medleys hoping to transform TV viewers into theatergoers. Eddie Redmayne will be the super-creepy emcee of "Cabaret at the Kit Kat Club"; Jonathan Groff, Lindsay Mendez and Daniel Radcliffe will perform for "Merrily We Roll Along" and look for some circus thrills when the musical "Water for Elephants" gets its spotlight. Other shows performing include "Hell's Kitchen," "Illinoise," "Suffs," "The Outsiders" and "The Who's Tommy." In a last-minute switch, CBS made room for "Stereophonic," the raved-about new play with music by former Arcade Fire's Will Butler.
What shows are the leading nominees?

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Two shows with a leading 13 nominations each explore the origins of music -- a piano prodigy's coming-of-age in "Hell's Kitchen" and the back-and-forth struggles to create an album in the play "Stereophonic." They are competing in different categories, best new musical and best new play.

    


Looking to beat "Hell's Kitchen" are the musical "The Outsiders," an adaptation of the beloved S. E. Hinton novel and the Francis Ford Coppola film; "Illinoise," the dance-heavy, dialogue-less stage adaptation of Sufjan Stevens' 2005 album "Illinois"; "Suffs," based on the American suffragists of the early 20th century and "Water for Elephants," which combines Sara Gruen's 2006 bestseller with circus elements.
Hoping to knock down "Stereophonic" are "Mother Play," Paula Vogel's look at a mother and her kids spanning 1964 to the 21st century; "Mary Jane," Amy Herzog's humanistic portrait of a divorced mother of a young boy with severe health issues; "Prayer for the French Republic," Joshua Harmon's sprawling family comedy-drama that deals with Zionism, religious fervency and antisemitism; and "Jaja's African Hair Braiding," Jocelyn Bioh's comedy about the lives of West African women working at a salon.

    


What's the health of Broadway?
OK, but not great. This past season grossed a cumulative $1.54 billion, down 2.4% from the previous season. There were 12,287,708 admissions to Broadway, on par with the data from the prior season. But expenses keep going up so flat numbers don't bode well. 
Broadway hasn't fully recovered since the pandemic. The total gross is down from the record-setting $1.8 billion during the 2018-2019 season, the last full season before COVID-19 hit, and attendance is down 17%, too. But the average ticket price for the season just ended was $125.27, about 2% lower that last season's $128.43 -- good news for consumers. 
What was the season like?
There were some impressive firsts, including "Here Lies Love" with Broadway's first all-Filipino cast, as well as mostly Filipino producers, including singer H.E.R., comedian Jo Koy and Black Eyed Peas' Apl.de.Ap. And seven openly autistic actors starred in "How to Dance in Ohio," a first for Broadway. 
There are some coincidences, like that Huey Lewis & The News songs are heard in both his jukebox show "The Heart of Rock and Roll" and an unconnected musical of "Back to the Future." Rachel McAdams, who made a breakthrough in the film version of "The Notebook," is nominated for the play "Mary Jane" as the the musical version of "The Notebook" is also up for awards. Plus, "The Wiz" and "Wicked" now share Broadway, and Nazis were in both "Cabaret" and a musical about artist Tamara de Lempicka.

    


"I am really excited by the bravery. I'm really excited that there are so many writers and directors and composers that are interested in exploring new corners of storytelling, new communities to talk about and new ways to look at the world and new ways to see theater," says director Jessica Stone, who helmed the musical "Water for Elephants."
___
Mark Kennedy is at http://twitter.com/KennedyTwits
___
More on the Tony Awards: https://apnews.com/hub/tony-awards
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    [image: Matty Healy of The 1975 performs at Lollapalooza Music Festival in Chicago on Aug. 4, 2023, left, and model Gabbriette Bechtel attends the Isabel Marant Fall/Winter 2023-2024 ready-to-wear collection in Paris on March 2, 2023. Healy and Bechtel are engaged, according to Healy's mother, the English actress Denise Welch. (AP Photo)]
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                                        The 1975's Matty Healy and model Gabbriette Bechtel are engaged, according to Healy's mother, the English actor Denise Welch.
Welch, a regular panelist on the ITV talk show "Loose Women," confirmed the news Wednesday on the U.K. program. 
"I've obviously known for a few weeks that Matty got engaged," she said, "And I woke up this morning to the fact that they put it on Instagram."
On Tuesday night, Bechtel posted an Instagram story showing her left hand adorned with a big black gem ring on her ring finger. She captioned the image: "Marrying The 1975 is very Brat," tagging Healy's account. It's an apparent reference to Charli XCX's latest album, "BRAT" -- Healy and Bechtel were seen in attendance at her show in New York that night -- and the fact that Charli is engaged to The 1975's George Daniel. Healy then shared the image on his own Instagram story.

    


"Instagram official!" Welch continued. "He's got engaged to Gabriella Bechtel -- Gabbriette, she's known as. And (the) black diamond, he had it made for her. And we are, I couldn't be more thrilled."
Representatives for Healy and Bechtel did not immediately return The Associated Press' request for comment.
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                    Griffon mix Kodi, the canine star of Laetitia Dosch's comedy-drama "Dog on Trial" wins this year's Palm Dog in Cannes, while sighthound Xin wagged away with the Grand Jury Prize for the Chinese drama "Black Dog." (May 24)
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    [image: Director Laetitia Dosch and Cosmos pose for portrait photographs for the film 'Dog on Trial' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Saturday, May 18, 2024. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Eddie Peng poses with his dog Xin during an interview for the film 'Black Dog' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Tuesday, May 21, 2024. (Photo by Andreea Alexandru/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Kodi, left, who plays Cosmos in the film 'Dog on Trial', wins the palm dog award at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Friday, May 24, 2024. (Photo by Louise Dixon/Invision/AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 5 | Kodi, left, who plays Cosmos in the film 'Dog on Trial', wins the palm dog award at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Friday, May 24, 2024. (Photo by Louise Dixon/Invision/AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 5
Kodi, left, who plays Cosmos in the film 'Dog on Trial', wins the palm dog award at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Friday, May 24, 2024. (Photo by Louise Dixon/Invision/AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Eddie Peng poses with his dog Xin during an interview for the film 'Black Dog' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Tuesday, May 21, 2024. (Photo by Andreea Alexandru/Invision/AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 5 | Eddie Peng poses with his dog Xin during an interview for the film 'Black Dog' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Tuesday, May 21, 2024. (Photo by Andreea Alexandru/Invision/AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 5
Eddie Peng poses with his dog Xin during an interview for the film 'Black Dog' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Tuesday, May 21, 2024. (Photo by Andreea Alexandru/Invision/AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Director Laetitia Dosch and Cosmos pose for portrait photographs for the film 'Dog on Trial' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Saturday, May 18, 2024. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 5 | Director Laetitia Dosch and Cosmos pose for portrait photographs for the film 'Dog on Trial' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Saturday, May 18, 2024. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 5
Director Laetitia Dosch and Cosmos pose for portrait photographs for the film 'Dog on Trial' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Saturday, May 18, 2024. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      


            

        
    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            LOUISE DIXON

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        CANNES, France (AP) -- The verdict is in: The titular "Dog on Trial" was declared this year's Palm Dog winner in Cannes on Friday.
Kodi the Belgian Malinois mix, who plays Cosmos in the Swiss comedy-drama, narrowly beat Xin, a sighthound who instead wagged away with the Grand Jury Prize for the Chinese drama "Black Dog." 
The Palm Dog awards aren't officially a part of the Cannes Film Festival, but do honor the canines who appear in the festival's films. 
In a rare treat perhaps reflecting the growth of the contest's popularity, both dogs were in Cannes to pick up their medals -- in this case, dog collars. Both dogs seemed to bask in the limelight. Kodi barked along with the music as "Chihuahua" by DJ BoBo blasted from the speakers and did tricks on two legs. Xin took a more chilled approach, lying down on stage while soaking up the adoration.

    


Held on a beachfront on Cannes' famed Croisette, the somewhat chaotic awards were well attended by local dogs, their owners and film festival journalists alike. The bar provided rose wine above the table for the human guests and a line of water bowls underneath for the canine attendees. 




Historically, many laureates haven't been on hand: Last year's winner, Messi, was awarded in absentia for his role as Snoop in "Anatomy of a Fall." His Palm Dog collar was instead symbolically wrapped around a border collie named Stan that lacked the thespian's piercing blue eyes. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In 2019, director Quentin Tarantino claimed the collar on behalf of Sayuri, who played Brandy the heroic pit bull in his "Once Upon A Time... In Hollywood."
The contest was created in 2001. The annual award and its spinoff categories are decided by a jury of reporters.
For Kodi, a nearly 10-year-old rescue, the honor was the cap to his career -- and to a whirlwind week that saw him barred from the red carpet for his film's premiere.
In "Dog on Trial," directed by and starring Laetitia Dosch, Kodi's character is an unruly dog who bites a woman and is put, yes, on trial, with his life at stake. The film is inspired by a true story and explores themes of feminism as well as the status of dogs.

    


Dosch told The Associated Press after the awards that although quirky and eccentric, the Palm Dog also has a serious point to make. 
"It's talking about animal status and other beautiful parts that now dogs have on films and how scriptwriters, directors are interested in the place of animals in our society," she said.
Meanwhile, Taiwanese superstar and "Black Dog" actor Eddie Peng showed up to support Xin, not just as her co-star but also as her owner and oracle, giving a speech he joked was from the dog. In the film directed by Hu Guan, Peng plays a man who's ordered to remove stray dogs from his hometown before the Olympic Games. He adopted his canine co-star after bonding with her on set. 
"Maybe in the future I don't need to work anymore," Peng told The Associated Press earlier, commenting on Xin's newfound popularity. "I'll just be the agent with my dog."
Three prizes were also awarded for best "mutt moments." These went to Chippy from Francis Ford Coppola's "Megalopolis," Dave in Andrea Arnold's "Bird" and a surreal hound ensemble in Yorgos Lanthimos' "Kinds of Kindness."

    


You may be forgiven for thinking the festival can come to a close with the awarding of the Palm Dog, but there are in fact actual film awards still to come. The Palme d'Or and other top awards will be handed out Saturday.
___
In a story published May 24, 2024, The Associated Press reported that Kodi the dog was a griffon mix. The story was updated June 12, 2024, to report that a subsequent DNA test revealed that Kodi is a Belgian Malinois mix, with no griffon ancestry. 
___
For more coverage of the 2024 Cannes Film Festival, visit https://apnews.com/hub/cannes-film-festival.
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                    It's been a dog's life at this year's Cannes Film Festival -- or should that be the Canine Film Festival? Since the 77th edition's opening day, human actors have shared the limelight with their canine co-stars both on and off the red carpet. (May 23)
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[image: Demi Moore poses with her dog Pilaf for photographers at the photo call for the film 'The Substance' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Monday, May 20, 2024. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Messi the dog poses for photographers upon arrival at the awards ceremony and the premiere of the film 'The Second Act' during the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. (Photo by Andreea Alexandru/Invision/AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 13 | Messi the dog poses for photographers upon arrival at the awards ceremony and the premiere of the film 'The Second Act' during the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. (Photo by Andreea Alexandru/Invision/AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 13
Messi the dog poses for photographers upon arrival at the awards ceremony and the premiere of the film 'The Second Act' during the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. (Photo by Andreea Alexandru/Invision/AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A fan, left, poses for a photo with Eddie Peng and his dog Xin during an interview for the film 'Black Dog' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Tuesday, May 21, 2024. (Photo by Andreea Alexandru/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Eddie Peng poses with his dog Xin during an interview for the film 'Black Dog' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Tuesday, May 21, 2024. (Photo by Andreea Alexandru/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Director Laetitia Dosch and Cosmos pose for portrait photographs for the film 'Dog on Trial' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Saturday, May 18, 2024. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 13 | Director Laetitia Dosch and Cosmos pose for portrait photographs for the film 'Dog on Trial' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Saturday, May 18, 2024. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    10 of 13
Director Laetitia Dosch and Cosmos pose for portrait photographs for the film 'Dog on Trial' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Saturday, May 18, 2024. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Demi Moore poses with her dog Pilaf for photographers at the photo call for the film 'The Substance' at the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Monday, May 20, 2024. (Photo by Andreea Alexandru/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Messi the dog poses for photographers upon arrival at the awards ceremony and the premiere of the film 'The Second Act' during the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Tuesday, May 14, 2024. (Photo by Daniel Cole/Invision/AP)]
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                                        CANNES, France (AP) -- It's been a dog's life at this year's Cannes Film Festival -- or should that be the Canine Film Festival?
Since the 77th edition's opening day, human actors have shared the limelight with their canine co-stars on and off the red carpet, kept secure by the perky sniffer dogs that dart around the press ladder and tripods ahead of every premiere. 
It all started with Messi, from last year's Palme d'Or winner "Anatomy of a Fall" and the reigning Palm Dog champion. He was first out when the festival opened last Tuesday, flouting the carpet's strict black-tie protocols.
Sans the obligatory bow tie or clothes of any sort, the in-demand border collie performed tricks up the famous steps of the Palais des Festivals. In town this year as a correspondent for French television, he's been spotted up and down Cannes' famed Croisette, taking selfies with fans.

    


Riding on Messi's purely proverbial coattails was Felicity, a Samoyed ambassador for the London-based charity NoToDogMeat, which rescued her from China's meat trade. Felicity wore a custom-made gold gown for her red-carpet moment, posing for the cameras like a pro -- it was, after all, her second year in a row at the festival.




Meanwhile, Demi Moore jetted into town with her tiny chihuahua Pilaf to promote the body-horror film "The Substance." The teeny pooch was front and center of the photocall. Even after Moore spent six to eight hours in the makeup chair with only her eyes visible, Pilaf always recognized her during filming: "That's all that counted. My touchstone of reality," the actor said at the movie's press conference.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

And while Pilaf only made it to Cannes as a plus-one, there were two leading dogs in town to promote their movies.
Swiss comedy "Dog on Trial" premiered in the Un Certain Regard section, directed by and starring Laetitia Dosch. Based on a real case, the French-language film tells the story of a defense lawyer who takes on Cosmos, an aggressive dog facing legal action, as a client.

    


The titular dog is played by Kodi, a Belgian Malinois mix, who Dosch says is really the star of the movie. It was important to her that Kodi had his name on the credits and the film poster and would be by her side in Cannes. A comedy-drama with a feminist outlook, "Dog on Trial" is about exploitation, Dosch says -- and she has an offbeat theory as to what women and dogs have in common.
"Dogs come from wolves and we have been sculpting dogs for 40,000 years to become our perfect friends full of love," she explains in an interview. "We castrate them also, so they can be peaceful all of the time, so we manipulate them to fit and to be exactly what we need. So, if I replace the word 'dog' by 'women' and I say the same sentence, it also makes sense."
Kodi, however, did not get the memo. He spent the interview humping Dosch's leg and licking her face, sending her earring cascading through the slatted flooring and earning him an eviction from the interview. He was kept away from subsequent red carpet appearances.

    


Also competing in Un Certain Regard -- which curates a lineup of original and daring films -- is another dog-centered drama, "Gou Zhen" ("Black Dog") from the Chinese director Guan Hu. In it, Taiwanese superstar Eddie Peng plays Lang, who's charged with removing stray dogs from his hometown on government orders ahead of the Olympic Games. One particular dog has a profound impact on Lang -- and, as it turns out, on the actor himself.
Peng built up such a bond with his canine co-star Xin, a Jack Russell-greyhound cross, that he adopted her after filming ended and credits her for changing his outlook on life.
"They act truthfully," Peng says of dogs, on a stroll around the Cannes harborfront with Xin, who accompanied him to France. "They don't, you know, they don't put on the mask. They don't care about who you are or whether you're famous or not, how much money you make."
When he comes home, she jumps up like it's the happiest moment of her entire life: "I think that's something that we all need to learn from."

    


She's also changed the way he approaches acting, abandoning much backstory and preparation.
"Animals are just so present, you know. It will be so obvious somehow, if you are overacting," he says.
Both Kodi and Xin are surely contenders for this year's Palm Dog, an unofficial award created by journalists recognizing the best chien in show biz. Contest creator Toby Rose is giving nothing away ahead of Friday's ceremony, but said this year started auspiciously with Palm Dog 2023 winner Messi and "is without doubt set to be a vintage Palm Dog year."
In Peng's view, Xin is already a winner. He might be a household name in Asia, but it's Xin who is getting the lion's share of the adoration in Cannes. Since the film screened earlier this week, Peng says she's been recognized on the streets.

    


"Maybe in the future I don't need to work anymore," he says. "I'll just be the agent with my dog."
___
In a story published May 23, 2024, The Associated Press reported that Kodi the dog was a griffon mix. The story was updated June 12, 2024, to report that a subsequent DNA test revealed that Kodi is a Belgian Malinois mix, with no griffon ancestry. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/cannes-film-festival-dogs-ebb4fc80cc2e5613bc59226cc9775c00



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    'Hotel Cocaine' on MGM+ gives viewers disco, drama and plenty of blow in Miami in the late '70s | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



'Hotel Cocaine' on MGM+ gives viewers disco, drama and plenty of blow in Miami in the late '70s

    'Hotel Cocaine' on MGM+ gives viewers disco, drama and plenty of blow in Miami in the late '70s

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This image released by MGM+ shows Yul Vazquez, from left, Danny Pino and Michael Chiklis from "Hotel Cocaine." (Carlos Rodriguez/MGM+ via AP)]
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[image: This image released by MGM+ shows Laura Gordon, left, and Danny Pino in a scene from "Hotel Cocaine." (Carlos Rodriguez/MGM+ via AP)]
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[image: This image released by MGM+ shows Michael Chiklis in a scene from "Hotel Cocaine." (Carlos Rodriguez/MGM+ via AP)]
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[image: This image released by MGM+ shows Mark Feuerstein in a scene from "Hotel Cocaine." (Carlos Rodriguez/MGM+ via AP)]
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[image: This image released by MGM+ shows Danny Pino, left, and Yul Vazquez in a scene from "Hotel Cocaine." (Carlos Rodriguez/MGM+ via AP)]
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[image: This image released by MGM+ shows Michael Chiklis in a scene from "Hotel Cocaine." (Carlos Rodriguez/MGM+ via AP)]
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[image: This image released by MGM+ shows Mark Feuerstein in a scene from "Hotel Cocaine." (Carlos Rodriguez/MGM+ via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 5 | This image released by MGM+ shows Mark Feuerstein in a scene from "Hotel Cocaine." (Carlos Rodriguez/MGM+ via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 5
This image released by MGM+ shows Mark Feuerstein in a scene from "Hotel Cocaine." (Carlos Rodriguez/MGM+ via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by MGM+ shows Danny Pino, left, and Yul Vazquez in a scene from "Hotel Cocaine." (Carlos Rodriguez/MGM+ via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 5 | This image released by MGM+ shows Danny Pino, left, and Yul Vazquez in a scene from "Hotel Cocaine." (Carlos Rodriguez/MGM+ via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 5
This image released by MGM+ shows Danny Pino, left, and Yul Vazquez in a scene from "Hotel Cocaine." (Carlos Rodriguez/MGM+ via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    




            By 
            MARK KENNEDY

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The lapels are wide, "Disco Inferno" is blasting on the dance floor and lines and lines of nose candy are on offer in the new intriguing Miami-based series "Hotel Cocaine."
The eight-episode romp on MGM+ centers on a real-life hotel at the beginning of the war on drugs that had a private nightclub known as a notorious hangout for show business types, CIA undercover agents and drug kingpins.
Creator and showrunner Chris Brancato, the creator of "Narcos" and "Godfather of Harlem," explains the show using another hot hangout with war looming: "I describe it as 'Casablanca' on cocaine."
"Hotel Cocaine," set in 1978, centers on the hotel's general manager, Roman Compte (played by Danny Pino), a Cuban expatriate who caters to high-end hotel patrons. He slowly gets sucked into a life of crime trying to protect his daughter from unsavory federal agents on one side, and his equally unsavory estranged brother, a mobster, on the other.

    


"This show has become about many things. It's about immigration to this country and trying to achieve the American dream. It's also about a man caught in a perilous moral quandary of trying to save his daughter at the risk of betraying his brother from whom he's estranged."




Leavening the darkness is plenty of humor, mocking the era's emphasis on personal growth through psychedelics and its partying excess. The scripts also have fun portraying real celebrities, like John Lennon, Liza Minnelli, John Bonham, Hunter Thompson and Rick James.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Brancato says he created a careful balance between a "meat and potatoes drug show" and comedy. "I wanted there to be a sense of humor to what is otherwise could be a kind of dark and very dreary subject matter," he says.
The show also co-stars Yul Vazquez, Michael Chiklis and Mark Feuerstein. It was shot in the Dominican Republic, which "looks more like Miami of the '70s than Miami now," says Brancato. 

    


The series is enlivened by music from the era, including Latin sounds and pop classics, like Eric Clapton's "Cocaine." Brancato managed to get the rights to use Dire Straits "Sultans of Swing" at a discount because singer-guitarist Mark Knopfler was a fan of "Narcos."
"The hedonism and the party and the disco and the choreography and the dancing may seems frivolous, but there's a life and death struggle happening underneath," Pino says. 
The action takes place inside and outside the Mutiny nightclub, which was the jewel of the 138-room Mutiny Hotel. The hotel still exists, the nightclub -- which also inspired the movie "Scarface" -- doesn't. 
"You not only had the cocaine trade flowing through the Mutiny. But you had lawyers, money launderers and intelligence officers. All those roads converged in that little place," says Vazquez, whose sister partied at the nightclub in her youth.
The show's hero also was a real man: Roman Compte. His son, "Narcos" actor Maurice Compte, brought his father's experiences to Brancato, who started fictionalizing. (Pino worked with the younger Compte on "Mayans MC" and asked him plenty of questions about his dad.)

    


"For me, it's not interesting to do these crime shows unless you can find some interesting new angles. So, for example, 'Godfather of Harlem' is the collision of organized crime and civil rights, two things that actually don't really belong in the same sense."
"Hotel Cocaine" reaches for authenticity by casting two Cuban Americans from Miami as the lead brothers and dealing with the legacies of Fidel Castro and the Bay of Pigs.
"It's just filled with all kinds of buttons," says Vazquez, whose brother was a political prisoner in Cuba. "I want to say it's filled with memories, but it's more than memories. It's proper buttons. I jumped at wanting to do this."
The show has as its tagline "every pleasure has a price" and Brancato says he hopes it might make viewers realize how much brutality goes into their recreational drugs
"We do these drugs, and we snort the cocaine, and we give no thought whatsoever to the fact that every line of cocaine has three dead bodies behind trailing back to South America," he says.

    


Season one is wrapped and the cast hopes there's interest in another. After all, the '80s -- where hedonism went nuts -- beckons.
"It sets up I think a lot of what we hope this show is going to be in terms of understanding maybe what we're going through today as Americans -- through the microscope of being able to analyze what happened in the '70s and '80s," says Pino. 
___
Mark Kennedy is at http://twitter.com/KennedyTwits
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Bestselling author V.E. Schwab has a 7-figure book deal.
Tor Books, a Macmillan imprint, announced Wednesday that it has agreed to terms on a $2 million contract for a new work from the science fiction/fantasy novelist. "Bury Our Bones in the Midnight Soil" is scheduled for June 2025. Schwab's novel will span from 16th century Santo Domingo to 21st century Boston as it tracks the entangled stories of three women whose bodies are "planted in the same soil."
Schwab, 36, is known for such series as "Shades of Magic" and "Cassidy Blake" and for her million-selling novel, "The Invisible Life of Addie LaRue," about a French woman blessed with immortality and cursed with being forgotten by all who meet her. 
In a statement released Wednesday, Schwab noted that she had written about supervillains, devils and "magic across multiple worlds" and thanked Tor, her longtime publisher, for supporting her. She called her new book "my bones, blood, my heart."
__
This story corrects that the deal is for one book, not two.
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    [image: This image provided by Topps, shows a Topps Series 2: Signature Tunes Card. The Soto-Daddy Yankee collaboration is one of two ]
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[image: New York Yankees' Juan Soto hits a single against the Minnesota Twins during the first inning of a baseball game Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)]
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[image: Houston Astros' Kyle Tucker watches his home run against the Minnesota Twins during the third inning of a baseball game Saturday, June 1, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)]
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[image: FILE - Houston rapper Travis Scott, right, is joined by Houston Astros Alex Bergman, left, and Kyle Tucker, as he waits to hit before a baseball game between the Chicago Cubs and Houston Astros Monday, May 15, 2023, in Houston. Houston Astros slugger Kyle Tucker and rap superstar Travis Scott, are featured on one of two ]
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[image: Houston Astros' Kyle Tucker tosses his bat after hitting a home run against the Minnesota Twins during the third inning of a baseball game Saturday, June 1, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)]
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[image: New York Yankees' Juan Soto kisses his bat after flying out against the Minnesota Twins during the fourth inning of a baseball game Thursday, June 6, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)]
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[image: New York Yankees' Juan Soto turns toward home plate to score on a single by Giancarlo Stanton during the first inning of the team's baseball game against the Minnesota Twins, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)]
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[image: Houston Astros' Kyle Tucker watches his home run against the Minnesota Twins during the third inning of a baseball game Saturday, June 1, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)]
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[image: New York Yankees' Juan Soto kisses his bat after flying out against the Minnesota Twins during the fourth inning of a baseball game Thursday, June 6, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)]
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                                        Juan Soto has been on baseball cards with Ken Griffey Jr., Mike Trout, Fernando Tatis Jr., Manny Machado and Xander Bogaerts.
But this one, well, this one was a little different for Soto. This one had the New York Yankees slugger and Puerto Rican musician Daddy Yankee.
"It surprised me. It really struck me when they told me. ... It came over to my house, and I saw myself with Daddy Yankee," Soto said. "It was just great. I mean, the Big Boss! It's just great."
The Soto-Daddy Yankee collaboration is one of two "Signature Tunes" cards that are part of the latest edition of Topps Series 2 as the famed card company shines a light on players and the artists behind their walk-up music.
Houston Astros slugger Kyle Tucker and rap superstar Travis Scott are on the other "Signature Tunes" card. Scott is from Houston, and he gave the Astros pairs of his Air Jordan 1 Low Olive shoes last year.

    


There are 25 autographed versions of each duo in Series 2, which was released on Wednesday.
"You don't see too many of those, you see them typically with another player or something like that," Tucker said. "But to be on a card or baseball card with someone that kind of has a further reach outside of baseball is, I think, pretty cool."




Daddy Yankee and Myke Towers -- another Puerto Rican musician -- also are included in the set's " First Pitch " insert cards, highlighting the ubiquitous pregame ritual.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Clay Luraschi, the head of product development for Topps, said music, particularly walk-up, and for pitchers, warmup music, has become an important part of the game.
"What we really do is, we think about, OK, the core of it for Series 2 or Series 1, our flagship, it's baseball," he said, "but what are the other things that are like surrounding the game that fans are also interested in? And that's where we come up with these other ideas that we feel like, you know, fit into the world of the game."

    


Tucker was placed on the 10-day injured list on Friday with a bruised right shin. But he has been using Rich Homie Quan's "Walk Thru" as his walk-up song before his plate appearances. He has used Scott's "Escape Plan" in the past.
"Walk Thru" had been Michael Brantley's walk-up tune before he retired in January after finishing his career with the Astros.
"It was kind of somewhat of a tribute to Mike's career and stuff. And I just kind of kept it going," Tucker said. "Really the first game I got a couple of hits when I used it, so I just kept rolling with it and it's done pretty well for me."
The 27-year-old Tucker, who is among the major league leaders with 19 homers, said he likes Houston reliever Ryan Pressly using Johnny Cash's "God's Gonna Cut You Down" as his warmup music. Growing up in Tampa, Florida, he also remembers Tantric's "Down and Out" as the walk-up song for former Rays infielder Evan Longoria.
"That kind of always stuck with me," Tucker said.
Soto, 25, has used Daddy Yankee's "HOT" as his walk-up music in the past. He was traded from San Diego to New York in December, and he went with Jay-Z's "Empire State of Mind" for his home debut with the Yankees.

    


"For me, it's gotta be something that gets you hyped, it gets you really thinking about what you're gonna do," Soto said. "Something that, you want the fans to get crazy but you want yourself to get crazy, too." 
Soto has been using "Estamos Arriba" by Bad Bunny and Towers, a song he said he got from Milwaukee Brewers shortstop Willy Adames.
Asked for one of his favorite combinations involving another player, Soto pointed to Charlie Blackmon with the Colorado Rockies. Blackmon uses "Your Love" by The Outfield.
"I don't know the name of the song, but I know it's just like, I just know it says that, 'I just wanna (use) your love tonight,' and whenever they say love they just turn it off and the whole crowd goes, 'To-night!'" Soto said. "It was so good. I was like, 'Oh my God, this is great.' I think that's the only guy who can have that walk-up song."
___
AP Baseball Writer Mike Fitzpatrick and AP Sports Writer Kristie Rieken contributed to this story.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb
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                    At Tuesday's annual Spring Benefit at the legendary Apollo Theater, Usher was honored with an Icon Award. In addition, the event marked the 90th Anniversary of the legendary Harlem institution. (June 12)
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    [image: This combination of photos shows Usher performing at Power 105.1's Powerhouse 2016 at Barclays Center in New York on Oct. 27, 2016, left, and Kenneth "Babyface" Edmonds performing during the Bourbon and Beyond Music Festival in Louisville, Ky., on Sept. 17, 2023. Both Usher and Edmonds will be honored at The Apollo's Spring Benefit on Tuesday. (AP Photo)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The Apollo Theater, a bastion of Black music and culture and one of New York City's most storied venues, celebrates its 90th anniversary this year. 
On Tuesday, the historic theater held its annual spring benefit -- its largest annual fundraising effort, this year raising $3 million -- with a star-studded event featuring Usher, Babyface, Big Daddy Kane, Jordin Sparks and more. 
Sparks opened the night with an impressive medley of Stevie Wonder's "Superstition," Aretha Franklin's "Respect," and Chaka Khan's "I'm Every Woman." Then Kym Whitley emerged as a hilarious host, joking about the producer Babyface, who was being honored, arguing that he should now be known as "Grown-man-face, sexy-face, kiss-your-face." 
Later, she'd offer her own transformative story at The Apollo, sharing with the audience that it was on that stage where she first made an appearance as a stand-up comedian on television. "If you can make it at The Apollo," she said, "You can make it anywhere."

    


Speeches were given by a number of Apollo representatives, including President/CEO Michelle Ebanks, chairman of the board Charles Phillips, executive producer Kamilah Forbes as well as New York Gov. Kathy Hochul.




But it was the performances that really got the crowd on their feet. Dancers treated Usher to a choreographed medley of his own songs, from "Yeah!" to "Burn," "Caught Up" to "Confessions Part II" and beyond.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Usher, who just a few months ago wowed audiences with his own career retrospective while headlining the 2024 Super Bowl halftime show, was presented with the Icon Award.
In his speech, he recalled watching "Showtime at The Apollo" with his late grandmother. "I remember thinking, 'Man, someday I'm gonna make it to that stage,' and 'hopefully one day, I'll get a standing ovation,'" he said as everyone in the audience stood. "I stand before you humbled by your appreciation." 

    


"You know, they say if you make it in New York, you can make it anywhere," he continued, referencing Whitley's comments from earlier. "Well, if you can make it to The Apollo, you can do anything."
Fat Joe and Kwanza Jones, formerly winners of The Apollo's famed Amateur Night, came out and led the crowd in a singalong of Babyface's 1989 hit, "Soon as I Get Home." They were tasked with introducing the super-producer, who had been presented the day prior with the inaugural legacy award at The Apollo Theater's 2024 Walk of Fame ceremony.
"I never imagined I would get this," Babyface said during Monday's ceremony. "I never saw myself actually, you know, being here at The Apollo. I didn't want to perform here because I didn't want to get booed, but I didn't get booed," he laughed. "I'm so glad that I came here for The Apollo."
On Tuesday, his acceptance speech mostly ditched the jokes to express gratitude. "To be here at The Apollo -- what's so hard for me to find the words, because if I'm honest, I just never saw myself as like being on The Apollo stage. I was always the guy behind the scenes and writing songs for everyone else," he said. "I am just in awe to be considered as part of this."

    


"I'm just going to thank everybody. Normally I stand up here, I'm funnier than this," he continued, "Usually, I am. But I'm just, I'm really just so taken by this, and I just want to thank you for the bottom of my heart. I appreciate it."
The night ended with a series of singers coming out on stage to serenade Babyface with some of the most famous songs he produced: Toxi Braxton 's "You Mean the World to Me," Eric Clapton's "Change the World," Whitney Houston's "I'm Your Baby Tonight" and so on. 
Standouts included Karyn White doing her own "Superwoman," Johnny Gill getting everyone out of their seats for his "My, My, My" and of course, Babyface himself closing the night out with "Whip Appeal." They're called classics for a reason.
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    [image: FILE - Architect Fumihiko Maki talks to the press before unveiling conceptual designs for three World Trade Center office towers, on Sept. 7, 2006, in New York. Japanese architect Maki, who won the prestigious Pritzker Prize for designs praised as smartly and artfully fusing the East with the West, has died. He was 95. Maki, who taught architecture and urban design at Harvard, died June 6, his office Maki & Associates said Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Dima Gavrysh, File)]
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[image: FILE - 4 World Trade Center, center, the 978-foot building designed by Pritzker Prize-winning architect Fumihiko Maki, rises above the lower Manhattan skyline in New York on Sept. 5, 2013. Japanese architect Maki, who won the prestigious Pritzker Prize for designs praised as smartly and artfully fusing the East with the West, has died. He was 95. Maki, who taught architecture and urban design at Harvard, died June 6, his office Maki & Associates said Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Lennihan, File)]
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[image: FILE - Architect Fumihiko Maki talks to the press before unveiling conceptual designs for three World Trade Center office towers, Thursday, Sept. 7, 2006 in New York. Japanese architect Maki, who won the prestigious Pritzker Prize for designs praised as smartly and artfully fusing the East with the West, has died. He was 95. Maki, who taught architecture and urban design at Harvard, died June 6, his office Maki & Associates said Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Dima Gavrysh, File)]
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                                        TOKYO (AP) -- Japanese architect Fumihiko Maki, who won the prestigious Pritzker Prize for designs praised as smartly and artfully fusing the East with the West, has died. He was 95.
Maki, who taught architecture and urban design at Harvard, died June 6, his office, Maki & Associates, said Wednesday. Japanese media reports attributed the cause of death to old age. The office declined to confirm the reports.
The National Museum of Modern Art in Kyoto is considered one of his classic designs, with floating forms of glass, metal and concrete. Its gray exterior appears simple at first glance but sets off patterns of reflected light on rough and polished marble.
In the U.S., Maki's projects included the Yerba Buena Center for the Arts in San Francisco and 4 World Trade Center in New York. He also did the Makuhari Messe exhibition hall in Chiba, Japan, and the Hillside Terrace Complex in Tokyo. 

    


Maki in the 1980s designed Tokyo's Spiral building, whose management mourned his death and thanked him for "the beautiful slopes and the rich space that envisioned an urban park."
In 2013, Maki complained about the then planned spaceship-like design of the 2020 Tokyo Olympics stadium, slamming it as too expensive and clashing with its surroundings. He said he had the support 100 other people, including architects, in opposing the size of the proposed design by British-Iraqi architect Zaha Hadi.


"The problems I see with the planned stadium all relate to the issue of scale," he said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

That design was eventually ditched for a more modest-looking design by Kengo Kuma which used pieces of wood for a natural Japanese look.
Born in Tokyo in 1928, Maki was educated at the University of Tokyo, the Cranbrook Academy of Art in Michigan and Harvard University Graduate School of Design.
Before opening his own design firm in 1965 in Tokyo, he worked in various offices including Skidmore Owings and Merrill, or SOM, based in Chicago, and Sert, Jackson & Associates in Cambridge, as well as the campus planning office of Washington University in St. Louis.

    


A devoted educator, Maki, in addition to teaching at Washington University, Harvard and the University of Tokyo, lectured around the world. His essays were published in a collection called "Nurturing Dreams" by MIT Press in 2008. In it, he explored the Japanese sense of space called "oku," which Maki described as "the core of this high-density space organized into multiple layers like an onion."
Utilizing oku allowed the Japanese to deliver a feeling of depth even in a cramped area, according to this theory.
"In the formation of urban space, certain stable concepts that have been sifted and committed to memory by the collective unconscious of the community work automatically," Maki wrote.
"Oku, a spatial concept peculiar to Japan, is a good example, and I believe an understanding of this way of perceiving space is important in formulating ideas of what future cities should be like."
Maki was the second Japanese to win the Pritzker, hailed as the Nobel Prize of architecture, after Kenzo Tange, his mentor. Maki, along with fellow Tange students Arata Isozaki and Kisho Kurokawa, were the pillars of Japanese modernism.

    


The Pritzker, in selecting Maki, praised him as part of a new wave of architects rebuilding postwar Japan.
"He uses light in a masterful way making it as tangible a part of every design as are the walls and roof. In each building, he searches for a way to make transparency, translucency and opacity exist in total harmony. He uses detail to give his structures rhythm and scale," Bill Lacy, a member of the international panel of jurors that selected Maki, said at the time.
Maki was honored with other awards, such as the Wolf Prize from Israel in 1988 and the Arnold Brunner Prize from the American Academy of Arts and Letters in 1999. In 2011, the American Institute of Architects honored Maki with its highest accolade, the AIA Gold Medal.
Japanese media reports said a memorial service was planned. His office declined to give details, saying an official announcement was being prepared.
___
Yuri Kageyama is on X: https://twitter.com/yurikageyama
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                                        MEXICO CITY (AP) -- Mexico's historic Chapultepec Castle has been depicted flying the black Targaryen flag, and officials in Mexico aren't amused. 
The plot of the "House of the Dragon," a "Game of Thrones" prequel, apparently involves countries taking sides in a civil war for control of the fictitious Iron Throne.
The producers of the HBO series posted a video Monday of the 19th-century Mexico City hilltop castle showing the black Targaryen flag hanging over the battlements. The flag, representing queen Rhaenyra, predictably has a dragon on it.
Mexican officials issued a statement Monday saying it wasn't true and threatening to sue. But it's not because they support Laenor Velaryon.
Mexico's National Institute of Anthropology and History said the flags were generated by technology, and had never really hung at the site. "Game of Thrones" social media accounts posted similar images of other world landmarks, including New York City bridges.

    


The institute, which is the legal guardian of Mexico's historic buildings and artifacts, was hopping mad that the historical site had been used in the ad campaign, and said they would take legal action. 




"The reproduction of images of this site for use in promoting this series has not been authorized," said the statement by the institute, known as the INAH. "For this reason, the INAH legal department will take all necessary legal measures, because this constitutes an improper use of images of a historical site." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

HBO did not respond to messages seeking comment. 
It is unclear whether Mexico can win the legal battle against artificial intelligence and computer-generated images. The institute did not claim authorship rights of the original video. The site is open to the public, so anyone could have filmed it.
During the 1846-48 Mexican-American War, the castle was the site of the 1847 battle of Chapultepec, when Mexicans defending the heights where the castle stands died rather than surrender to U.S. troops.
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    [image: A man eats a chicken wing, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, at a barbecue restaurant in Cincinnati. Psychologists have known for years now that men tend to eat more meat than women, but a study of people around the world now reveals that that's true across cultures. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)]
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            Study finds men eat more meat than women

        
        
            Psychologists have known for years now that men tend to eat more meat than women. But a study of over 28,000 people around the world now reveals that that's true across cultures, and that the gap is wider in more developed countries. (AP Video: Joshua A. Bickel)


        
    

    
        
            
  
    Bye bye, El Nino. Cooler hurricane-helping La Nina to replace the phenomenon that adds heat to Earth | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Bye bye, El Nino. Cooler hurricane-helping La Nina to replace the phenomenon that adds heat to Earth

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Bruce Hickey, 70, walks along the waterfront, now littered with debris including shrimp boats, in the mobile home park where he and his wife, Kathy, have a winter home on San Carlos Island, Fort Myers Beach, Fla., on Oct. 5, 2022, one week after the passage of Hurricane Ian. The National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration Thursday, June 13, 2024, pronounced dead the El Nino that warms parts of the central Pacific. Forecasters expect La Nina to breeze in just in time for peak Atlantic hurricane season. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell, File)]
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[image: FILE - A girl drinks water from a public fountain tap in Madrid, Spain, July 18, 2023. The National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration Thursday, June 13, 2024, pronounced dead the El Nino that warms parts of the central Pacific. (AP Photo/Paul White, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 6 | FILE - A girl drinks water from a public fountain tap in Madrid, Spain, July 18, 2023. The National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration Thursday, June 13, 2024, pronounced dead the El Nino that warms parts of the central Pacific. (AP Photo/Paul White, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 6
FILE - A girl drinks water from a public fountain tap in Madrid, Spain, July 18, 2023. The National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration Thursday, June 13, 2024, pronounced dead the El Nino that warms parts of the central Pacific. (AP Photo/Paul White, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Children walk in a flooded field in Mandera County, Kenya, Dec. 13, 2023. The National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration Thursday, June 13, 2024, pronounced dead the El Nino that warms parts of the central Pacific. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga, File)]
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[image: FILE - A resident of a riverside community carries food and containers of drinking water after being distributed due to the ongoing drought in Careiro da Varzea, Amazonas state, Brazil, Oct. 24, 2023. The National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration Thursday, June 13, 2024, pronounced dead the El Nino that warms parts of the central Pacific. (AP Photo /Edmar Barros, File)]
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[image: FILE - Homes are flooded in the aftermath of Hurricane Ida, Aug. 30, 2021, in Jean Lafitte, La. The National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration Thursday, June 13, 2024, pronounced dead the El Nino that warms parts of the central Pacific. Forecasters expect La Nina to breeze in just in time for peak Atlantic hurricane season. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip, File)]
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[image: FILE - In this image provide by NOAA, a fish swims near coral showing signs of bleaching at Cheeca Rocks off the coast of Islamorada, Fla., on July 23, 2023. Coral reef experts say the combination of record ocean temperatures and the boost of heating from El Nino have led to a major global bleaching event threatening and at times killing vulnerable coral. (Andrew Ibarra/NOAA via AP, File)]
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                                        The strong El Nino weather condition that added a bit of extra heat to already record warm global temperatures is gone. It's cool flip side, La Nina, is likely to breeze in just in time for peak Atlantic hurricane season, federal meteorologists said.
The National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration Thursday pronounced dead the El Nino that warms parts of the central Pacific. The El Nino, while not quite a record breaker in strength, formed a year ago has been blamed, along with human-caused climate change and overall ocean warmth, for a wild 12 months of heat waves and extreme weather. 
The world is now in a neutral condition when it comes to the important natural El Nino Southern Oscillation, which warps weather systems worldwide. Neutral is when weather gets closer to long-term averages or normal, something that hasn't happened as much recently as it used to, said NOAA physical scientist Michelle L'Heureux, who is the lead forecaster of the agency's ENSO team. But it likely won't last, she added.

    


She said there's a 65% chance that a La Nina, a cooling of the same parts of the Pacific that often has opposite effects, will form in the July, August and September time period. One of the biggest effects of La Nina is that it tends to make Atlantic hurricane season more active, and that storm season starts its peak in August.
"The likelihood of a La Nina coupled with record warm sea surface temperatures is the reason the National Hurricane Center is forecasting an extraordinary hurricane season," said Kathie Dello, North Carolina's state climatologist. "States from Texas to Maine are making preparations for an active year."





    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Both El Nino and La Nina create "potential hot spots" for extreme weather but in different places and of different types, L'Heureux said.
"La Nina tends to, in the winter, bring drier conditions across the southern tier of the United States and if you put global warming on top of that, that could also mean those drier conditions could intensify into droughts," L'Heureux said.

    


That's because storm systems, mostly in the winter, move slightly northward with a shift in the jet stream during La Nina years, bringing more rain and snow north, L'Heureux said.
Even though a La Nina tends to be cooler, there will likely be a residual effect of the exiting El Nino on global temperatures, L'Heureux said. This year has seen each month breaking global records so far. 
No more than 8% of last year's record heat could be attributed to El Nino and other natural variability, a panel of 57 scientists concluded earlier this month. The rest was from human-caused climate change from the burning of coal, oil and natural gas.
A 1999 economic study found that drought from La Nina cost the United States agriculture between $2.2 billion to $6.5 billion, which is far more than the $1.5 billion cost of El Nino. A neutral ENSO is best for agriculture.
Given La Nina's connection to Atlantic hurricanes and drought in the United States it makes sense that they are generally costlier, but every El Nino and La Nina is different, so people and governments should prepare for them, said meteorologist and economist Michael Ferrari, chief scientific officer of AlphaGeo, a firm that works on financial investments and climate.

    


The El Nino that just ended "wasn't a record-breaker in anybody's book, but it was probably about top five," L'Heureux said. And it added to overall global temperature and brought more moisture to the southern United States this year, along with drier conditions in parts of South America and Central America, she said. The Horn of Africa got wetter.
Coral reef experts say the combination of record ocean temperatures and the boost of heating from El Nino have led to a major global bleaching event threatening and at times killing vulnerable coral.
Before this year's El Nino, the world had back-to-back-to-back La Ninas, which is unusual, L'Heureux said. Some studies have shown that the globe should expect more El Ninos and La Ninas -- and fewer neutrals -- as the world warms, but it's still an unsettled issue, she said.

    


___
Read more of AP's climate coverage at http://www.apnews.com/climate-and-environment
___
Follow Seth Borenstein on X at @borenbears
______
The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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                                        BOSTON (AP) -- Massachusetts' highest court has tossed out a challenge to a proposed ballot question that would raise the minimum wage businesses must pay to workers who rely on tips and permit tip pooling among both tipped and nontipped employees.
The Supreme Judicial Court ruled Thursday that the state attorney general had properly certified that the question should be eligible to go before voters in the November election.
The Massachusetts Restaurant Association and others have opposed the question, arguing in part that under the state constitution initiative petitions must contain only related or mutually dependent subjects. Opponents argued that increasing what employers must pay tipped workers while also allowing businesses to divide those tips between their full staff were too unrelated to include in a single question.
The court rejected the challenge finding that the question does in fact form a "unified statement of public policy on which the voters can fairly vote 'yes' or 'no.'"

    


Under current state law, the minimum hourly wage for most workers is set at $15. A separate law permits employers to pay tipped employees an hourly wage of $6.75. The employer can then use any customer tips to cover the remaining $8.25 per hour owed to the employee to reach $15 dollars.




A separate part of the state law limits the distribution of customer tips to only "wait staff employees," "service employees," and "service bartenders" and prohibits the pooling and distribution of tips to other employees.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

As a result, nontipped employees are paid at least the full statutory minimum wage by their employer but cannot share in any customer tips that tipped employees receive.
The ballot question would gradually raise the hourly wage that employers must pay tipped employees over the course of several years, starting Jan. 1, 2025 and ending on Jan. 1, 2029, when workers would have to be paid the full minimum wage.

    


"In sum, all employees would be guaranteed the full statutory minimum wage, and tipped employees are guaranteed that any tips they receive are always on top of the full statutory minimum wage. By permitting tip pooling among tipped and nontipped employees, the proposed law also allows employers to distribute tips among all employees," the court wrote.
Opponents of the question have argued that eliminating the tipped wage would be especially harmful to small and independent Massachusetts restaurants.
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    [image: This image provided by NOAA, shows a pair of sperm whales visiting the waters off New England on May 25, 2024. Scientists say a large number of whales is visiting the waters off New England, and the group includes an unusually high number of an endangered species. (NOAA via AP)]
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[image: This image provided by NOAA, shows a pair of orcas, one of which is carrying a tuna, visiting the waters off New England on May 25, 2024. Scientists say a large number of whales is visiting the waters off New England, and the group includes an unusually high number of an endangered species. (NOAA via AP)]
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[image: This image provided by NOAA, shows a rare sei whale visiting the waters off New England on May 25, 2024. Scientists say a large number of whales is visiting the waters off New England, and the group includes an unusually high number of an endangered species. (NOAA via AP)]
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[image: This image provided by NOAA, shows three humpback whales visiting the waters off New England on May 25, 2024. Scientists say a large number of whales is visiting the waters off New England, and the group includes an unusually high number of an endangered species. (NOAA via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 5 | This image provided by NOAA, shows three humpback whales visiting the waters off New England on May 25, 2024. Scientists say a large number of whales is visiting the waters off New England, and the group includes an unusually high number of an endangered species. (NOAA via AP)
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[image: This image provided by NOAA, shows a North Atlantic right whale visiting the waters off New England on May 25, 2024. Scientists say a large number of whales is visiting the waters off New England, and the group includes an unusually high number of an endangered species. (NOAA via AP)]
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            3 of 5 | This image provided by NOAA, shows a rare sei whale visiting the waters off New England on May 25, 2024. Scientists say a large number of whales is visiting the waters off New England, and the group includes an unusually high number of an endangered species. (NOAA via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 5
This image provided by NOAA, shows a rare sei whale visiting the waters off New England on May 25, 2024. Scientists say a large number of whales is visiting the waters off New England, and the group includes an unusually high number of an endangered species. (NOAA via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided by NOAA, shows three humpback whales visiting the waters off New England on May 25, 2024. Scientists say a large number of whales is visiting the waters off New England, and the group includes an unusually high number of an endangered species. (NOAA via AP)]
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[image: This image provided by NOAA, shows a North Atlantic right whale visiting the waters off New England on May 25, 2024. Scientists say a large number of whales is visiting the waters off New England, and the group includes an unusually high number of an endangered species. (NOAA via AP)]
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This image provided by NOAA, shows a North Atlantic right whale visiting the waters off New England on May 25, 2024. Scientists say a large number of whales is visiting the waters off New England, and the group includes an unusually high number of an endangered species. (NOAA via AP)
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                                        A large number of whales visiting the waters off New England included an uncommon sighting of an orca eating a tuna and an unusually large group of an endangered species of whale, scientists said.
A research flight made 161 sightings of seven different species of whale on May 25 south of Martha's Vineyard and southeast of Nantucket, officials with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration said Thursday. The sightings included 93 of sei whales, and that is one of the highest concentrations of the rare whale during a single flight, the agency said.
Other highlights included two orcas - an uncommon sight off New England - one of which was toting the unlucky tuna in its mouth, NOAA said. There were also endangered North Atlantic right whales as well as humpback, fin, minke and sperm whales, the agency said.
The sightings do not necessarily represent 161 individual whales, because observers could be sighting the same animal more than once, said Teri Frady, the chief of research communications for the NOAA's Northeast Fisheries Science Center. However, the observers clearly reported "a lot of whales," Frady said.

    


"It is not unusual that there are a lot of whales in the area this time of year. But since we do not survey every day, or in the same areas every time we fly, catching such a large aggregation with such a variety of species on one of our flights is the exception rather than the rule," Frady said.




Observers logged three sightings of the North Atlantic right whale, which has been the subject of new proposed fishing and shipping regulations in an attempt to protect it from extinction. There are less than 360 of the whales left on Earth, scientists have said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The large whale group appeared in an area that is "increasingly important as year-round core habitat for North Atlantic right whales and other large whale species," said Gib Brogan, campaign director with conservation group Oceana. The whales are "swimming in harms way" until the U.S. finalizes strict rules to protect them from collisions with large ships and entanglement in commercial fishing gear, he said.
"Oceana is concerned about the protection of these whales from vessel strikes and entanglements, the two leading causes of death for large whales in the U.S. Atlantic," Brogan said.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/whales-new-england-endangered-ocean-11a3e62c35dbb0c737f23ed34b74039e



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    What to know about a series of storms that has swamped South Florida with flash floods | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



What to know about a series of storms that has swamped South Florida with flash floods

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Dangerous flooding from a tropical disturbance inundated much of southern Florida, blocking roads, floating vehicles and delaying travelers. (AP produced by Javier Arciga)
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    [image: Francisco Lopez stands near the flooded parking lot of his apartment building, Thursday, June 13, 2024, in Hallandale, Fla. A tropical disturbance has brought a rare flash flood emergency to much of southern Florida. Floridians prepared to weather more heavy rainfall on Thursday and Friday. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)]
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[image: Two women react as they see flooding on their street, Thursday, June 13, 2024, in North Miami, Fla. A tropical disturbance has brought a rare flash flood emergency to much of southern Florida. Floridians prepared to weather more heavy rainfall on Thursday and Friday. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)]
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[image: Drew Donner walks down Taft Street as heavy rain floods the nearby neighborhood on Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Hollywood, Fla. The annual rainy season has arrived with a wallop in much of Florida, where a disorganized disturbance of tropical weather from the Gulf of Mexico has caused street flooding and triggered tornado watches but so far has not caused major damage or injuries. (Matias J. Ocner/Miami Herald via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 7 | Drew Donner walks down Taft Street as heavy rain floods the nearby neighborhood on Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Hollywood, Fla. The annual rainy season has arrived with a wallop in much of Florida, where a disorganized disturbance of tropical weather from the Gulf of Mexico has caused street flooding and triggered tornado watches but so far has not caused major damage or injuries. (Matias J. Ocner/Miami Herald via AP)
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[image: Mike Viesel waits in his flooded car for a tow truck after their car stalled out on Taft Street due to heavy rain flooding the neighborhood on Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Hollywood, Fla. The annual rainy season has arrived with a wallop in much of Florida, where a disorganized disturbance of tropical weather from the Gulf of Mexico has caused street flooding and triggered tornado watches but so far has not caused major damage or injuries. (Matias J. Ocner/Miami Herald via AP)]
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[image: Jim Comunale and Pam Mervos walk down Arthur Street as heavy rain floods the surrounding neighborhood on Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Hollywood, Fla. (Matias J. Ocner/Miami Herald via AP)]
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[image: An airplane is seen on the runway as heavy rain falls over the Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport on Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. Many flights were either canceled or delayed due to the bad weather. (Matias J. Ocner/Miami Herald via AP)]
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[image: People attempt to cross a flooded street in Miami Beach, Fla., Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (Al Diaz/Miami Herald via AP)]
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                                        A series of storms flowing from the Gulf of Mexico swamped South Florida with flash floods that stalled cars, forced the cancellation of dozens of flights and generally made life miserable for tens of thousands of people.
Flat Florida is prone to flooding even on sunny days when so-called king tides surge in coastal areas. And tropical storms and hurricanes can trigger river flooding and overwhelm drainage systems and the region's canals.
Here's what you need to know about Florida's latest floods.
How much rain has fallen?
The National Weather Service estimates that from Tuesday through Wednesday about 20 inches (50 centimeters) of rain deluged the hardest-hit spots, including Hallandale Beach and Hollywood, both near Fort Lauderdale, and roughly the same amount in North Miami.
Miami Beach, which frequently floods in less powerful storms, got about 13 inches (33 centimeters). 

    


Forecasts call for more rain Thursday that would likely cause additional flooding because the ground is already saturated.
How unusual is this?
June is typically the wettest month in Miami, with annual average rainfall of more than 10 inches (25 centimeters), said Alex DaSilva, AccuWeather's lead hurricane forecaster.




"What is unusual is how much rain South Florida has seen in such a short period of time," DaSilva said.
It has happened many times before. In one recent example, Fort Lauderdale was hit hard in April 2023 with record rainfall totals ranging from 15 inches (38 centimeters) to 26 inches (66 centimeters). Many homes and businesses were flooded -- and some are experiencing the same thing again.
What weather pattern is causing repeated rains?


    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Two persistent weather systems are behind the Florida floods, DaSilva said.
One is an area of high pressure off the southeastern coast that spins clockwise. The other is what forecasters call the "central American gyre," a low-pressure area of storms spinning counterclockwise in the western Caribbean Sea that appears every spring.

    


"These two features essentially created a channel that funneled moisture from the Caribbean up and into Florida," DaSilva said. "It is essentially a fire hose turned on jet mode. We also have a stalled front across Florida, which has helped to enhance the precipitation."
What are flash floods in Florida?
Florida differs from other places prone to flash flooding because it is flat and doesn't have dry riverbeds or gullies that suddenly become raging torrents capable of washing away entire buildings.
In Florida, the heavy rains can overwhelm drainage and pumping systems, leaving the water nowhere to go. So it can suddenly switch from a few inches to a couple feet of water in a roadway in a matter of minutes -- enough to stall a car engine and make it float away.
On Wednesday, the National Weather Service in Miami issued a rare flash flood emergency, which forecasters define as conditions that are imminently life-threatening or likely to cause property damage. In this case, it was mostly about vehicles stuck on flooded roads. About half of flood deaths happen to people who can't escape their cars.
A flash flood watch remains in effect in South Florida through Friday, the National Weather Service said.

    


Is there any silver lining?
Drought conditions existed before these storms in many parts of Florida, especially the Gulf Coast from the Tampa Bay area south to Fort Myers and Naples.
It got so bad in Sarasota that officials declared a drought emergency and urged people to conserve water until the annual rainy season began -- usually around the same time as the June 1 start of hurricane season, which lasts until Nov. 30.
Parts of Sarasota got pummeled with 8 inches (20 centimeters) of rain in a single hour Tuesday, an event weather forecasters say happens only every 500 years. Significant rainfall happened in other sections of the county as well.
"This rainfall should eliminate most, if not all of the drought conditions across South Florida," DaSilva said.
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                                        ODESSA, Texas (AP) -- Patty Reeves stood centerstage overlooking a park dotted with dozens of people from West Texas' LGBTQ+ community. There were clusters of families and friend groups. A local church brought congregants who sat in lawn chairs in the front row.
The cheerful atmosphere at the fifth annual pride festival in West Texas had shifted. A suicide had rocked the community. Luna Harris, a 19-year-old gender-nonconforming person, died two days earlier.
As a warm gust carried dust through the park, Reeves delivered her speech.
"What I see in West Texas is a community that says, 'I am here. I am thriving. You will not erase us,'" she said.
Like many present that day, Reeves, the president of PFLAG's Midland and Odessa chapter, wanted to believe in her message. But at that moment, she couldn't.
"I said those words because that's what I hope for," Reeves said offstage. "But then I thought: Are we really?"

    


The sudden loss hovered over the festivities meant to close a busy week of events, which included the grand opening of a brick-and-mortar community center for the region's LGBTQ+ community.


It was also, Reeves and others said, a sobering reminder that underscored how necessary spaces like the festival and the community center are -- especially in a state such as Texas where Republican lawmakers and other policymakers are working to limit how LGBTQ+ people live their lives.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

During the last decade, several organizations that support the Permian Basin's LGBTQ+ community have sprung up. None have had a permanent -- and visible -- home of their own. That changed in April when Pride Center West Texas opened its doors to the public.
The center's grand opening was four years in the making. It all started when Bryan and Clint Wilson moved to Midland, from Florida in 2020. Amid the COVID-19 pandemic, the couple shuttered their consulting services to move back and be closer to family.

    


The married couple had been active in LGBTQ+ nonprofits in Florida, and registered Pride Center West Texas as a nonprofit with plans to open a center once they settled. That summer, the first center opened on the third floor of a building in downtown Odessa with a conference room and group spaces, Clint said.
The center outgrew that space. And in 2021, they moved the center to another building downtown, next to a bank. There, the Wilsons, volunteers and the center's board held events and group sessions for two years before outgrowing the space again. In 2023, the couple moved the center to a church. But after the Wilsons held a drag show for adults, members of the church's board voted to evict them. Until this year, the couple operated the center out of Sanctuary Wyrd, a shop that sells gems, crystals and art -- and has doubled as a refuge, opening its doors to other organizations that hosted monthly meetings and movie nights.
Now the center is tucked away in a nondescript strip mall behind a busy Italian restaurant.
A rainbow placard hangs on the glass facing the street. At the entrance, the Wilsons have placed desks for people to work at. They do not charge patrons for using the space. A clerk sits by the window, welcoming every straggler. Farther down the hall, visitors may chat on a sofa and chairs while others study the collection of books on a shelf. Pamphlets containing information about sexually transmitted diseases line the countertop of a bar area in the back.

    


Among its programming, it offers youth groups for adults aged 18-25 to discuss different subjects. Some weeks, it hosts group discussions on religion. On Fridays, visitors can drop in for Queer Connection, a support group for adults. The center also offers its space as an office to other local organizations serving the LGBTQ+ community.
Reeves, the PFLAG president, also moved to Midland from Arlington in 2020 with her husband and trans teenager, Milo. Before looking for a house, Reeves said, she and her husband searched for available resources for her teen, who is now 17. Bryan and Clint helped the family by connecting them to the local network of organizations focused on supporting LGBTQ+ youth. Reeves volunteered for a year before becoming president of PFLAG in 2021.

    


"Finding the Pride Center was the best thing that happened to us," Reeves said. "I came as a parent, I didn't know what to do."
Funding such community centers is a priority for Texas Pride Impact Fund, a nonprofit charity organization that grants money to support programs and community centers across Texas. Since 2018, it has awarded $2 million to organizations in Abilene, Corpus Christi, El Paso, Lubbock, Eagle Pass, the Rio Grande Valley and others. The fund traveled to Odessa in June to document the center and show the results of its work to donors in Fort Worth.
Ron Guillard, the fund's executive director, said it's unclear how many similar organizations exist across Texas -- especially outside the major metropolitan areas. A national database suggested there are 20, but not all operate out of a physical space. For many, Guillard said, a brick-and-mortar is aspirational.

    


Michel Macklin, the fund's communications and administrative coordinator, said rural community centers do more with a fraction of the budget of bigger cities. A challenge for the community hubs like the West Texas center, they said, is working with scarce resources. The fund found that the support the organizations provide to each other has enabled their success.
"I think the folks who are in the Permian Basin are creating connective tissue among each other and pooling the resources, however small they may be ... to create a larger compound or silo of resources that can be shared among one another," Macklin said.
Guillard agreed: "What I find most striking is that (rural centers) appear to be more cohesive than the major cities because they're led by a younger set of activists," Guillard said. "Especially in towns like Eagle Pass and Odessa, there are communities, those on the frontlines working across the spectrum. And they understand that that is the fight."
Guillard said he had seen promising examples of other LGBTQ+ organizations aiming to open brick-and-mortar centers in El Paso, Corpus Christi and the Rio Grande Valley.
Harris, the 19-year-old who died by suicide, was a regular volunteer at the center since 2022. They helped organize meetings and events. And they helped produce the local Pride celebration, often performing original songs. Full of ideas, they proposed a chocolate bar stand and a firecracker sale to help raise money.
They were talkative and outgoing, their friends said. They wrote songs and performed them with an operatic tone, people close to them said. In high school, Harris sang in a choir. For the 2024 Pride festival, Harris had volunteered to face-paint and perform a song.
The Wilsons and other advocates were stunned. How could this happen to someone so deeply involved with the tight-knit community?
"What is enough?" Clint said. "How many resources are enough resources? What is enough for a community to feel accepted? It's a very hard question."
Nationwide, 42% of transgender adults will attempt suicide, according to a 2023 report by the Williams Institute at the UCLA School of Law, which used data from the U.S. Transgender Population Health Survey. Nearly as many, 44%, said they considered it.
Contributing to this harsh reality in Texas is a Legislature that has introduced scores of bills seeking to regulate how LGBTQ+ people live. Republican lawmakers filed more than 100 bills between the last legislative session and the following special sessions. Some passed, including a ban on puberty blockers and hormone therapy for trans kids, limiting the college sports teams trans athletes can join and an attempt to limit where drag performances can take place.
"All LGBTQ people have to be really resilient because we know our rights are always on the line," said Brad Pritchett, deputy director of Equality Texas, a statewide political advocacy organization. "In places like Texas, where you're under a constant barrage from lawmakers trying to find new and creative ways to harm your community, it really does take an extra ounce of resilience to continue saying, 'This is my home, I'm not leaving it, I'm gonna stay and defend it.'"
While LGBTQ+ organizations have been staples in major American cities since the 1970s, it has only been in the last decade that similar groups have started in Midland and Odessa. Among them are the West Texas chapter of PFLAG, the first organization in the country dedicated to advocating for LGBTQ+ people and their families, which arrived in Midland and Odessa in 2014. There is also Out West Texas, which serves transgender West Texans and started in 2017, and Basin Pride, founded in 2019, has arranged the logistics for putting together Pride festivals.
"This is hard work, to keep the community going," said Adriana Aguilar, who joined Basin Pride in 2021 and now serves as its chair. Aguilar, 28, volunteered for the center in 2020.
The effort to establish and grow more inclusive spaces can draw unwanted attention.
Last January, Aguilar, Basin Pride chair, said she and a group of volunteers attempted to host a family-friendly, Barbie-themed event that included a drag show and local artists. The group secured a venue, performers and volunteers. But days before the event, organized protesters flocked the surrounding area, and the county sheriff was called. Agitators threatened Aguilar with protests. Aguilar postponed the event indefinitely. And because of the event, several sponsors who had offered to support the Pride festival backed out. Aguilar said she had two months to regroup and find other financial supporters.
"Basin Pride is growing, which is great," she said. "But that means we have more eyes on us, that we're under certain radars that we weren't before."
And on Tuesday, an Odessa City Council member suggested the city should limit the use of public restrooms based on a person's sex assigned at birth, the Odessa American reported. Such policies are routinely used to discriminate against transgender people.
Other Odessans have responded positively to their growth -- or are at least indifferent.
Earlier this year, the center began hosting a bingo night at the Odessa Veterans of Foreign Wars hall. The Wilsons and other volunteers wear grey shirts with long, pink sleeves, floating through the hall selling bingo cards and dobbers. Lorraine Wilson, Bryan's mom, calls the evening's numbers.
It was Lorraine's idea. She proposed it to Rick Mitchell, the VFW hall's commander in February, who then brought it to his members for a vote. It was unanimous.
"They're a human being just like I'm a human being is the way I see it," said Mitchell, a lifelong conservative from Kermit who lives in Odessa. "It doesn't affect me one bit."
Samantha Washington has been playing bingo at the hall for 15 years. The 49-year-old introduced her daughters, Elisha and Mesha, to the tradition. Bingo nights are a family getaway, she said. That the proceeds from Monday night help fund the Pride Center doesn't bother her one bit, she said, so long as there is bingo.
"I don't mind supporting them," Washington said. "It's people's rights."
The proceeds from bingo night don't cover the expenses of running the center, but it helps, the Wilsons said. The couple hopes they will someday earn enough from that and other grants to expand their services and reach.
After Harris' death, they said, their services are crucial to the community.
"We have to be able to give what we have now," Clint said. "We have to rally and still continue what we have now. The main question that Bryan and I had was, how could this happen on our watch? It forces us to see how we can improve our reach."
___
This story was originally published by The Texas Tribune and distributed through a partnership with The Associated Press.
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    [image: FILE - Two Makah Indian whalers stand atop the carcass of a dead gray whale moments after helping tow it close to shore in the harbor at Neah Bay, Wash., May 17, 1999. Earlier in the day, Makah Indians hunted and killed the whale in their first successful hunt since voluntarily quitting whaling over 70 years earlier. The United States on Thursday, June 13, 2024 granted the Makah Indian Tribe in Washington state a long-sought waiver that helps clear the way for its first sanctioned whale hunts since 1999. (AP Photo/Elaine Thompson, File)]
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[image: FILE - Wayne Johnson, the captain of the Makah Tribe whaling crew from a 1999 hunt, looks on during a federal court hearing to help determine whether his small American Indian tribe can once again hunt whales Thursday, Nov. 14, 2019, in Seattle. The United States on Thursday, June 13, 2024 granted the Makah Indian Tribe in Washington state a long-sought waiver that helps clear the way for its first sanctioned whale hunts since 1999.. (AP Photo/Elaine Thompson, File)]
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[image: FILE - A boy reaches out to touch the carcass as Makah Indian whalers strip a gray whale of its flesh and villagers and media members gather around following the tribe's first successful whale hunt in over 70 years, in Neah Bay, Wash., May 17, 1999. The United States on Thursday, June 13, 2024 granted the Makah Indian Tribe in Washington state a long-sought waiver that helps clear the way for its first sanctioned whale hunts since 1999. (AP Photo/Elaine Thompson, File)]
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[image: FILE - Federal Administrative Law Judge George Jordan steps past a display before a hearing in Seattle, to help determine whether a small American Indian tribe can once again hunt whales, Nov. 14, 2019. The United States on Thursday, June 13, 2024 granted the Makah Indian Tribe in Washington state a long-sought waiver that helps clear the way for its first sanctioned whale hunts since 1999. (AP Photo/Elaine Thompson, File)]
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[image: FILE - Makah Tribe Vice Chairman Patrick DePoe poses for a photo before a federal hearing to help determine whether his small American Indian tribe from Washington state can once again hunt whales in Seattle, Nov. 14, 2019. The United States on Thursday, June 13, 2024 granted the Makah Indian Tribe in Washington state a long-sought waiver that helps clear the way for its first sanctioned whale hunts since 1999. (AP Photo/Elaine Thompson, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 6 | FILE - Makah Tribe Vice Chairman Patrick DePoe poses for a photo before a federal hearing to help determine whether his small American Indian tribe from Washington state can once again hunt whales in Seattle, Nov. 14, 2019. The United States on Thursday, June 13, 2024 granted the Makah Indian Tribe in Washington state a long-sought waiver that helps clear the way for its first sanctioned whale hunts since 1999. (AP Photo/Elaine Thompson, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Members of the Makah Indian tribe paddle away from the rising sun as they head from Neah Bay, Wash., toward open Pacific Ocean waters during a practice for a planned whale hunt on Aug. 20, 1998. The United States on Thursday, June 13, 2024 granted the Makah Indian Tribe in Washington state a long-sought waiver that helps clear the way for its first sanctioned whale hunts since 1999. (AP Photo/Elaine Thompson, File)]
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[image: FILE - Wayne Johnson, the captain of the Makah Tribe whaling crew from a 1999 hunt, looks on during a federal court hearing to help determine whether his small American Indian tribe can once again hunt whales Thursday, Nov. 14, 2019, in Seattle. The United States on Thursday, June 13, 2024 granted the Makah Indian Tribe in Washington state a long-sought waiver that helps clear the way for its first sanctioned whale hunts since 1999.. (AP Photo/Elaine Thompson, File)]
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[image: FILE - A boy reaches out to touch the carcass as Makah Indian whalers strip a gray whale of its flesh and villagers and media members gather around following the tribe's first successful whale hunt in over 70 years, in Neah Bay, Wash., May 17, 1999. The United States on Thursday, June 13, 2024 granted the Makah Indian Tribe in Washington state a long-sought waiver that helps clear the way for its first sanctioned whale hunts since 1999. (AP Photo/Elaine Thompson, File)]
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[image: FILE - Federal Administrative Law Judge George Jordan steps past a display before a hearing in Seattle, to help determine whether a small American Indian tribe can once again hunt whales, Nov. 14, 2019. The United States on Thursday, June 13, 2024 granted the Makah Indian Tribe in Washington state a long-sought waiver that helps clear the way for its first sanctioned whale hunts since 1999. (AP Photo/Elaine Thompson, File)]
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[image: FILE - Makah Tribe Vice Chairman Patrick DePoe poses for a photo before a federal hearing to help determine whether his small American Indian tribe from Washington state can once again hunt whales in Seattle, Nov. 14, 2019. The United States on Thursday, June 13, 2024 granted the Makah Indian Tribe in Washington state a long-sought waiver that helps clear the way for its first sanctioned whale hunts since 1999. (AP Photo/Elaine Thompson, File)]
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[image: FILE - Members of the Makah Indian tribe paddle away from the rising sun as they head from Neah Bay, Wash., toward open Pacific Ocean waters during a practice for a planned whale hunt on Aug. 20, 1998. The United States on Thursday, June 13, 2024 granted the Makah Indian Tribe in Washington state a long-sought waiver that helps clear the way for its first sanctioned whale hunts since 1999. (AP Photo/Elaine Thompson, File)]
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                                        SEATTLE (AP) -- The United States granted the Makah Indian Tribe in Washington state a long-sought waiver Thursday that helps clear the way for its first sanctioned whale hunts since 1999.
The Makah, a tribe of 1,500 people on the northwestern tip of the Olympic Peninsula, is the only Native American tribe with a treaty that specifically mentions a right to hunt whales. But it has faced more than two decades of court challenges, bureaucratic hearings and scientific review as it seeks to resume hunting for gray whales.
The decision by NOAA Fisheries grants a waiver under the Marine Mammal Protection Act, which otherwise forbids harming marine mammals. It allows the tribe to hunt up to 25 Eastern North Pacific gray whales over 10 years, with a limit of two to three per year. There are roughly 20,000 whales in that population, and the hunts will be timed to avoid harming endangered Western North Pacific gray whales that sometimes visit the area. 

    


Nevertheless, some hurdles remain. The tribe must enter into a cooperative agreement with the agency under the Whaling Convention Act, and it must obtain a permit to hunt, a process that involves a monthlong public comment period. 




Animal rights advocates, who have long opposed whaling, could also challenge NOAA's decision in court.
Archeological evidence shows that Makah hunters in cedar canoes killed whales for sustenance from time immemorial, a practice that ceased only in the early 20th century after commercial whaling vessels depleted the population. The hunts in 1999 were the first time in 70 years the tribe had gone whaling.
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    [image: FILE - The New York Stock Exchange is shown on June 12, 2024 in New York. European shares are lower and Asian shares ended mixed on Thursday, June 13, 2024, after the Federal Reserve opted to keep its benchmark interest rate unchanged. (AP Photo/Peter Morgan)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- U.S. stocks are falling Thursday following mixed data on the economy, including the latest encouraging update on inflation, but hopes for coming cuts to interest rates and Wall Street's continued frenzy around artificial-intelligence technology are keeping indexes near their records.
The S&P 500 was down 0.2% in afternoon trading, a day after jumping to an all-time high. The Dow Jones Industrial Average was down 272 points, or 0.7%, as of 12:24 p.m. Eastern time. The Nasdaq composite fell 0.1% and is just below its own record.
Treasury yields eased again in the bond market as conviction built that inflation is slowing enough to get the Federal Reserve to cut interest rates later this year.
A report showed inflation at the wholesale level wasn't as bad as economists expected. Prices paid by wholesalers actually dropped from April into May, when economists were forecasting a rise.

    


It followed a surprisingly encouraging update on inflation at the consumer level released Wednesday. Federal Reserve Chair Jerome Powell called that report encouraging and said policymakers need more such data before lowering their main interest rate from the most punishing level in two decades.




High interest rates have been dragging on some parts of the economy, particularly manufacturing. A separate report on Thursday showed more U.S. workers filed for unemployment last week than economists expected, though the number is still low relative to history.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The hope on Wall Street is that growth for the job market and economy continues to slow in order to take pressure off inflation, but not so much that it creates a deep recession.
Companies whose profits are most closely tied to the strength of the economy were lagging the market Thursday following the reports.
Dave & Buster's Entertainment sank 9.8% after reporting worse drops in profit and revenue for the latest quarter than expected, citing a "complex macroeconomic environment" among other reasons. Other companies have recently been detailing a split among their customers, where lower-income households are struggling to keep up with still-high inflation.

    


Some companies have been able to skyrocket regardless of the pressures on the economy because of an ongoing frenzy around artificial-intelligence technology.
Broadcom jumped 11.9% after the semiconductor company reported stronger profit for the latest quarter than analysts expected, aided once again by AI demand. It also raised its forecast for revenue this year.
Broadcom's stock price has jumped so high, to roughly $1,675, that it will soon give nine shares for every one that investors already hold in hopes of lowering the price and making it more affordable. It follows a similar move by Nvidia, which has become the poster child of the AI rush and seen its total market value top $3 trillion.
Tesla rose 2.9% after CEO Elon Musk said early voting results indicate shareholders are about to approve his pay package. Without it, Musk had threatened to take AI research to one of his other companies.

    


In the bond market, the yield on the 10-year Treasury fell to 4.24% from 4.32% late Wednesday and from 4.60% late last month. The two-year yield, which moves more on expectations for the Fed, fell to 4.68% from 4.76%.
Fed officials are mostly penciling in either one or two cuts to interest rates this year, and traders are hopeful they can begin as soon as September, according to data from CME Group. Such cuts would ease the pressure on the economy and give a boost to all kinds of investment prices.
In stock markets abroad, indexes fell across much of Europe as leaders of the Group of Seven leading industrialized nations gathered in Italy. The continent is still feeling the effects of a European Parliament election that saw a surge in support for the far right in places like France and Germany.
France's CAC 40 fell 2%, and Germany's DAX lost 2%.
In Asia, Japan's Nikkei 225 slipped 0.4% ahead of a decision on interest rates by Japan's central bank coming on Friday. Indexes rose in Seoul and Hong Kong.
___
AP Business Writers Yuri Kageyama and Matt Ott contributed.
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                                        NEEDHAM, Mass. (AP) -- Twenty-three sets of twins have graduated from a Massachusetts middle school, making up about 10% of the eighth-grade class. 
The identical and fraternal twins graduated from Pollard Middle School in Needham, Massachusetts, on Wednesday. Another student, who is also a twin, graduated but her brother attends a different school, said principal Tamatha Bibbo. 
It's "quite unusual," said Bibbo. "We typically have anywhere from five to 10 sets at most. Given our numbers, we have approximately 450 to 500 children in each grade so this was extraordinarily high."
The school gave a special shout-out to the 23 sets of twins during the so-called "moving up" ceremony on Wednesday, she said. Twins account for around 3% of live births in the U.S., according to the National Center for Health Statistics.
The Pollard Middle School graduates must all have completed up to 10 hours of service learning in their communities and every year the Needham Exchange Club offers five community service awards. For the first time this year a set of twins -- Lukas and Sameer Patel -- won an award and a donation to their charity, Bibbo said.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/twins-graduation-middle-school-massachusetts-needham-c082829a8f14a858d1e10113e5515856



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Man drowns while trying to swim across river with daughter on his back | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Man drowns while trying to swim across river with daughter on his back

                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        MORETOWN, Vt. (AP) -- A Vermont man drowned at a popular swimming hole while trying to swim across the Mad River with his young daughter on his back, state police said. 
Witnesses told police that Anthony Goddard, 34, of Barre, started to struggle at the Big Rock Swimming Hole at Kenneth Ward Park in Moretown on Wednesday, went underwater and did not resurface. Several bystanders were able to bring the child to shore safely but could not find Goddard in the water, police said. 
Troopers responded around 5:25 p.m. to the report of a drowning man. They arrived within minutes, went into the water and were able to quickly locate Goddard and bring him to shore, police said. They administered life-saving measures but were unable to revive him, police said. An autopsy will be performed to determine the cause and manner of death.
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    [image: A sign noting the availability of a home is displayed in Rolling Meadows, Ill., Monday, June 10, 2024. On Thursday, June 13, 2024, Freddie Mac reports on this week's average U.S. mortgage rates. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)]
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Mortgage rates eased again this week, though the latest pullback leaves the average rate on a 30-year home loan at close to 7%, where it's been much of this year.
The rate fell to 6.95% from 6.99% last week, mortgage buyer Freddie Mac said Thursday. A year ago, the rate averaged 6.69%.
Borrowing costs on 15-year fixed-rate mortgages, popular with homeowners refinancing their home loans, also eased this week, lowering the average rate to 6.17% from 6.29% last week. A year ago, it averaged 6.10%, Freddie Mac said.
"Mortgage rates continued to fall back this week as incoming data suggests the economy is cooling to a more sustainable level of growth," said Sam Khater, Freddie Mac's chief economist.
Home loan rates are influenced by several factors, including how the bond market reacts to the Federal Reserve's interest rate policy and the moves in the 10-year Treasury yield, which lenders use as a guide to pricing home loans.

    


Yields have eased recently following some economic data showing slower growth. On Thursday, a report showed inflation at the wholesale level fell from April into May. That followed a surprisingly encouraging update on inflation at the consumer level a day earlier. 




Signs that the economy is cooling can drive inflation lower, which could persuade the Fed to lower its short-term interest rate from its highest level in more than two decades.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Federal Reserve officials said Wednesday that inflation has fallen further toward their target level of 2% in recent months but signaled that they expect to cut their benchmark interest rate just once this year. That's down from their previous projection of three cuts.
Until the Fed begins lowering its short-term rate, long-term mortgage rates are unlikely to ease significantly, economists say.
The average rate on a 30-year mortgage remains near a two-decade high, adding hundreds of dollars a month in costs on a home loan, limiting homebuyers' purchasing options.

    


Elevated mortgage rates dampened home sales this spring homebuying season. Sales of previously occupied U.S. homes fell in March and April as home shoppers contended with rising borrowing costs and prices. 
The recent pullback in mortgage rates has spurred a pickup in home loan applications, which jumped nearly 16% last week from a week earlier, according to the Mortgage Bankers Association.
"A further decline in mortgage rates, coupled with reports of rising inventory levels in markets across the country, is good news for prospective homebuyers this summer," said MBA CEO Bob Broeksmit. 
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    [image: Pro-Palestinian student protesters barricade the entrance to the student services building while awaiting for their divestment demands of California State University, Los Angeles administration on the campus in Los Angeles on Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (Keith Birmingham/The Orange County Register via AP)]
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[image: A pro-Palestinian student protester waves a Palestinian flag atop turned over utility carts while awaiting for their divestment demands of California State University, Los Angeles administration on the campus in Los Angeles on Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (Keith Birmingham/The Orange County Register via AP)]
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- A takeover of a building at California State University, Los Angeles, by demonstrators protesting Israel's war against Hamas in Gaza ended early Thursday, leaving the facility trashed and covered with graffiti, TV news reports showed.
Pro-Palestinian demonstrators barricaded the multistory Student Services Building on Wednesday and workers inside were told to shelter in place, but it was empty by Thursday morning, said university spokesperson Erik Frost Hollins.
"What I can tell you, at the moment, is that the building is clear of employees and protesters and the building is secure," said Frost Hollins, who did not immediately offer details on what occurred overnight.
The university posted a "protest action alert" on its website announcing that all main campus classes and operations would be remote until further notice and asking people to stay away.

    


Images from the scene showed graffiti on the building, furniture blocking doorways and overturned golf carts, picnic tables and umbrellas barricading the plaza out front.
The CSULA Gaza Solidarity Encampment, a group that has camped near the campus gym for about 40 days, sent an email indicating that members were staging a sit-in in the building, Hollins said.
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                                        MINNEAPOLIS (AP) -- Minneapolis police shot and killed a man Wednesday who they say was wielding a handgun and threatening people.
Authorities received an evening call about a man in south Minneapolis with a gun who was "threatening folks" and "not acting normally," Police Chief Brian O'Hara told reporters after the shooting. Officers were dispatched to the area and when they encountered the man, he took off on foot, police said.
Multiple officers gave chase before a confrontation ensued, O'Hara said. The man was instructed to drop his gun multiple times before officers fired, he said.
"All the information I have available to me, I have no reason to think this is anything other than a justifiable and lawful use of force by police officers," O'Hara said.
The man was brought to a hospital, where he was pronounced dead. Police did not immediately identify him.

    


The episode marked the first fatal law enforcement shooting in Minneapolis since Officer Jamal Mitchell was shot and killed May 30 in what police have described as an ambush. The man who shot Mitchell was later killed by police.
The Minnesota Bureau of Criminal Apprehension, the state agency that examines most police shootings, said it is investigating Wednesday's shooting.
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                                        ORANGE, Vt. (AP) -- Vermont State Police have released new details about the circumstances that led a trooper to shoot a man outside of a home in Orange.
The trooper was responding to a request for a welfare check Wednesday when he encountered a man who appeared to be unconscious sitting in a vehicle, state police said. The trooper suspected drug use and called for rescue crews to respond to a possible overdose. 
The trooper noticed a sawed-off shotgun in the vehicle near the man, police said. Then the man regained consciousness as the trooper tried to speak to him. The trooper repeatedly ordered the man to step out the vehicle, which he eventually did.
Police said that as the trooper was trying to get the shotgun from the vehicle, a struggle ensued and the trooper discharged his firearm, hitting the man. The man was pronounced dead at the scene.

    


Police have identified him as a central Vermont resident in his early 40s but his name will not be released until his identity is confirmed and relatives are notified, police said late Wednesday. 
Once the Vermont State Police complete their investigation of the shooting, the case will be turned over to the offices of the Vermont attorney general and the Orange County state's attorney for independent reviews. 
The trooper has been placed on paid leave, which is standard procedure, police said. 
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    [image: A hiring sign is displayed at a gas station in Vernon Hills, Ill., Monday, June 3, 2024. On Thursday, June 13, 2024, the Labor Department reports on the number of people who applied for unemployment benefits last week. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)]
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                                        The number of Americans filing for jobless benefits jumped to the highest level in 10 months last week, a sign that the labor market is likely cooling under the weight of high interest rates.
Unemployment benefit applications for the week ending June 8 rose by 13,000 to 242,000, up from 229,000 the week before, the Labor Department reported Thursday. That's significantly more than the 225,000 new claims analysts were expecting and the most since August of 2023.
The four-week average of claims, which softens some of the week-to-week volatility, rose to 227,000. That's an increase of 4,750 from the previous week and the highest since September, but still less than the average one year ago.
Weekly unemployment claims are seen as a stand-in for the number of U.S. layoffs in a given week and a sign of where the job market is headed. They have remained at historically low levels since millions of jobs vanished when the COVID-19 pandemic hit the U.S. in the spring of 2020.

    


"While layoffs remain low, an increase in claims may indicate that those losing their jobs are filing for benefits because they are finding it more difficult to get new jobs," said Nancy Vanden Houten, lead U.S. economist of Oxford Economics. "That would be consistent with a slower pace of hiring and fewer workers leaving their jobs."




Though this week's number seems relatively high, it's still within a range that reflects a healthy labor market. However, sustained layoffs at this level could have some influence on Federal Reserve officials, who keep close watch on the labor market when considering interest rate decisions.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Federal Reserve raised its benchmark borrowing rate 11 times beginning in March of 2022 in an attempt to extinguish the four-decade high inflation that took hold after the economy rebounded from the COVID-19 recession of 2020. The Fed's intention was to cool off a red-hot labor market and slow wage growth, which can fuel inflation.

    


Many economists had expected the rapid rate hikes would trigger a recession, but that's been avoided so far thanks to strong consumer demand and sturdier-than-expected labor market.
Though a report Wednesday showed that consumer inflation cooled a bit last month, the Federal Reserve later that day left its benchmark lending rate at a 23-year high. Fed Chair Jerome Powell said officials at the U.S. central bank need more evidence that price increase are on the way toward their 2% target.
America's employers added a strong 272,000 jobs in May, accelerating from April and a sign that companies are still confident enough in the economy to keep hiring despite persistently high interest rates. 
But last week's report from the government included some signs of a potential slowdown. The unemployment rate edged up for a second straight month, to a still-low 4%, from 3.9%, ending a 27-month streak of unemployment below 4%. That streak had matched the longest such run since the late 1960s.
The government also recently reported that job openings fell to 8.1 million in April, the fewest vacancies since 2021.

    


Though layoffs remain relatively low, some high-profile companies have been announcing more job cuts recently, mostly across technology and media. Google parent company Alphabet, Apple and eBay have all recently announced layoffs.
Outside of tech and media, Walmart, Peloton, Stellantis, Nike and Tesla have recently announced job cuts.
In total, 1.82 million were collecting jobless benefits during the week that ended June 1, an increase of 30,000 and the most since early this year.
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    [image: FILE - Mark Woodruff loads soybean seeds into a planter on April 22, 2024, in Sabina, Ohio. On Thursday, June 13, 2024, The labor department releases producer prices data for May. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Wholesale price increases fell in May, the latest sign that inflation pressures in the United States may be easing as the Federal Reserve considers a timetable for cutting interest rates.
The Labor Department reported Thursday that its producer price index -- which tracks inflation before it reaches consumers -- declined 0.2% from April to May after rising 0.5% the month before, pulled down by a 7.1% plunge in gasoline prices. Overall, it was the biggest drop in producer prices since October.
Measured from a year earlier, wholesale prices were up 2.2% last month, edging down from a 2.3% increase in April. Excluding volatile food and energy costs, so-called core producer prices were unchanged from April and up 2.3% from May 2023.
Wholesale food prices dropped 0.1% from April to May. Egg prices dropped 35%. Computer and computer equipment fell 1.2%, and household appliance prices slid 0.5%.

    


The producer price index can provide an early read on where consumer inflation is headed. Economists also watch it because some of its components, including some healthcare and financial services costs, are used to compile the Fed's preferred inflation gauge, known as the personal consumption expenditures price (PCE) index.




The wholesale figures were released a day after the Labor Department reported that consumer inflation eased in May for a second straight month. Core consumer prices rose 0.2% from April to May, the smallest increase since October. And compared with May 2023, core prices rose 3.4%, the mildest such increase in three years.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Consumer inflation peaked at 9.1% two years ago but came down as the Fed raised its benchmark interest rate 11 times in 2022 and 2023, taking it to a 23-year high. Still, it continues to run above the Fed's 2% target. 
Yet combined with Wednesday's mild consumer inflation report, Thursday's wholesale data offered an encouraging sign that an acceleration of prices that occurred early this year may have passed. 

    


"Inflation took two steps in the right direction last month after surprising to the upside in early 2024,'' Bill Adams, chief economist at Comerica Bank, said in a research note. "The PPI report reinforces expectations for a soft print of the Fed's preferred measure of inflation.''
Paul Ashworth, chief North America economist at Capital Economics, suggested that last month's wholesale inflation figures mean that the May PCE price index, due June 28, will barely rise at all.
On Wednesday, after it ended its latest policy meeting, the Fed said that it was leaving its benchmark rate unchanged and projected that it would make only one rate cut this year, down from its previous forecast of three cuts in 2024. Most economists think the first rate cut is most likely to occur in September.
"This kind of (inflation) performance, coupled with continued favorable performances over the next few months is what is needed, in our opinion, for a September Fed rate cut to occur,'' said Sam Bullard, senior economist at Wells Fargo.
Even as inflation moderates, such necessities as groceries, rent and health care are much pricier than they were three years ago -- a continuing source of public discontent and a political threat to President Joe Biden's re-election bid.

    


Yet despite the lingering inflation pressures and higher borrowing costs, the U.S. economy remains resilient . Businesses are hiring. Unemployment remains low, giving Americans unusual job security. The World Bank just upgraded its forecast for U.S. economic growth this year to 2.5% from 1.6% -- a markup so big that it lifted the bank's outlook for the entire global economy. 
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                                        MILWAUKEE (AP) -- A 9-year-old child was shot and killed early Thursday in Milwaukee, police said, becoming the fourth young gunshot victim in the city in recent weeks.
The child died at a hospital following the shooting, which occurred just after midnight. Police are searching for "unknown suspects," Capt. Warren Allen Jr. said in an email.
A 10-year-old girl was killed May 31 in Milwaukee while sleeping in her bed. A few weeks earlier, two teenagers were fatally shot by another teen. 
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                                        PARKLAND, Fla. (AP) -- The three-story building where 17 people died in the 2018 mass shooting at Parkland's Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School looms over campus behind a screened fence, a horrific and constant reminder to students, teachers, the victims' families and passersby. 
But now after serving as evidence at the murderer's trial, the building's destruction starts Friday as crews begin bringing it down piece by piece -- implosion would have damaged nearby structures. The demolition had been scheduled to begin Thursday morning, but heavy rain and flooding in South Florida led officials to postpone the project until Friday.
Officials plan to complete the weekslong project before the school's 3,300 students return in August from summer vacation. Most were in elementary school when the shooting happened. 
"Whenever I would walk past it, it was just kind of eerie," said Aisha Hashmi, who graduated this month. She was in sixth grade in February 2018, but her older siblings were on campus. 

    


She said when the wind blew back the fence's screening, students would get a glimpse through windows into the empty classrooms and corridors. "It is heartbreaking to see and then have to go sit in your English class."




The victims' families have been invited to witness the first blows to the building and hammer off a piece if they wish. They have divergent views about the demolition. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I want the building gone," said Lori Alhadeff, whose 14-year-old daughter Alyssa died there. Alhadeff was elected to the Broward County school board after the massacre and now serves as its chair. "It's one more step in the healing process for me and my family. My son still goes to school there, and he has to walk past that building where his sister died."
But other parents, like Max Schachter and Tony Montalto, hoped the building would be preserved. Over the last year, they, Alhadeff and others have led Vice President Kamala Harris, members of Congress, school officials, police officers and about 500 other invitees from around the country on tours of it. They mostly demonstrated how improved safety measures like bullet-resistant glass in door windows, a better alarm system and doors that lock from the inside could have saved lives.

    


Those who have taken the tour have called it gut-wrenching as something of a time capsule of Feb. 14, 2018, with bullet-pocked walls and bloodstained floors. Textbooks and laptops sat open on desks, and wilted Valentine's Day flowers, deflated balloons and abandoned teddy bears were scattered amid broken glass. Those objects have now been removed. 
Schachter, whose 14-year-old son Alex died, said that while each tour was "excruciatingly painful," he believes the safety improvements that visitors implemented elsewhere made keeping the building worthwhile. 
For example, Utah's Legislature approved a multimillion-dollar school safety program this year after lawmakers visited and met with Parkland families. It called for installing panic buttons, threat-reporting software and better security at school entrances. That law and another were criticized by some for allowing and incentivizing school employees to carry firearms on campus.

    


"We have museums and we have (historic) sites that that have stood for individuals to learn and to understand what happened," Schachter said.
Broward is not alone in taking down a school building after a mass shooting. In Connecticut, Sandy Hook Elementary School was torn down after the 2012 shooting and replaced. In Texas, officials closed Robb Elementary in Uvalde after the 2022 shooting there and plan to demolish it. Colorado's Columbine High had its library demolished after the 1999 shooting. 
The Broward school board has not decided what the building will be replaced with. Teachers suggested a practice field for the band, Junior ROTC and other groups, connected by a landscaped pathway to a nearby memorial that was erected a few years ago. Several of the students killed belonged to the band or JROTC.
Montalto, whose 14-year-old daughter Gina died in the shooting, would like to see a memorial take over the space, replacing the earlier one, which he said was supposed to be temporary. 

    


"We are part of the community, too," he said. 
The building, erected about 20 years ago, couldn't be demolished earlier because prosecutors had jurors tour it during the shooter's 2022 penalty trial. The jurors were warned it would be emotionally difficult, and at least one left the building in tears. 
The murderer had a long history of bizarre and sometimes violent behavior that spurred numerous home visits by Broward sheriff's deputies. He was spared the death penalty, receiving a sentence of life without parole. 
Prosecutors also wanted jurors to tour part of the building during last year's trial of Scot Peterson, the on-campus sheriff's deputy who was accused of child abuse for failing to enter it and confront the shooter. He told investigators that because of echoes, he couldn't pinpoint the shooter's location. The judge rejected the prosecution's request as too prejudicial and unnecessary. 

    


Peterson was acquitted, but the families and survivors are still suing him and the Broward Sheriff's Office. 
When the destruction of the building starts Friday, "I'm going to be thinking about all of the failures from that day that contributed to the Parkland murderer coming on that campus, Valentine's Day 2018, and murdering Alex and 16 others," Schachter said.
___
Associated Press writer Hannah Schoenbaum contributed reporting from Salt Lake City.
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    [image: A woman walks her dog strolling past monitors showing Japan's foreign exchange rate against the U.S. dollar and other foreign currencies at a securities firm in Tokyo, Thursday, June 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)]
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[image: People walk past monitors showing Japan's Nikkei 225 index at a securities firm at the corner of an intersection in Tokyo, Thursday, June 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)]
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[image: A man waits for the traffic light to turn standing by monitors showing Japan's Nikkei 225 index at a securities firm in Tokyo, Thursday, June 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)]
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[image: Specialist John McNierney works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. U.S. stocks are rallying Wednesday following a surprisingly encouraging update on inflation. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)]
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[image: Specialist James Denaro works at his post on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. U.S. stocks are rallying Wednesday following a surprisingly encouraging update on inflation. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)]
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[image: Trader Michael Capolino, left, and specialist Dilip Patel work on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. U.S. stocks are rallying Wednesday following a surprisingly encouraging update on inflation. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)]
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                                        TOKYO (AP) -- Asian shares mostly rose Thursday, as investors turned their attention to what the Bank of Japan might decide on monetary policy later this week. 
The Bank of Japan is not expected to raise its benchmark rate when it wraps up its meeting on Friday, but the economy is under pressure from the dollar's prolonged surge against the Japanese yen. 
"Given the recent 'hawkish hold' outcome from the Fed, if the BOJ were to stick to its usual accommodative tone in terms of policy settings, that may pave the way for the upward trend in the U.S. dollar to the Japanese yen to continue," Yeap Jun Rong, a market analyst at IG, said in a commentary.
In currency trading, the U.S. dollar edged up to 157.01 Japanese yen from 156.71 yen. The euro cost $1.0807, down from $1.0812. 
As expected, the Federal Reserve kept its main interest rate steady on Wednesday following its latest policy meeting. And Treasury yields dropped after a report on inflation showed U.S. consumers paid prices that were 3.3% higher for food, insurance and everything else last month from a year earlier. Economists had been expecting to see the inflation rate stuck at 3.4%.

    


Japan's benchmark Nikkei 225 dipped 0.1% in morning trading to 38,831.36. Australia's S&P/ASX 200 surged 0.5% to 7,751.00. South Korea's Kospi jumped 1.4% to 2,766.99. Hong Kong's Hang Seng gained nearly 0.4% to 18,001.18, while the Shanghai Composite declined 0.4% to 3,026.27. 




Wednesday on Wall Street, the S&P 500 added 0.9% to its all-time high set a day earlier, closing at 5,421.03. The Nasdaq composite also built on its own record and jumped 1.5% to 17,608.44. The Dow Jones Industrial Average lagged the market with a dip of 0.1% to 38,712.21.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Smaller companies that need to borrow to grow and can therefore feel the pinch of higher interest rates more than larger rivals led the market. The smaller stocks in the Russell 2000 index jumped 1.6%.

    


For Wall Street, a slowdown in inflation not only helps U.S. households struggling to keep up  with fast-rising prices, it also opens the door for the Federal Reserve to cut its main interest rate. Such a move would ease pressure on the economy and give a boost to investment prices.
Everything from bitcoin to gold to copper rallied after the inflation data raised expectations for coming cuts to interest rates. A measure of nervousness among investors in U.S. stocks also eased.
Policymakers welcomed the latest update on inflation, but "we'll need to see more good data to bolster our confidence," Fed Chair Jerome Powell said. He repeated the Fed's mantra that it needs an accumulation of data showing inflation is sustainably heading toward its 2% target before it lowers the federal funds rate, which is at the highest level in more than two decades.
"We'll have to see where the data lights the way," he said, reiterating the Fed's commitment to moving based on where incoming reports steer it. 
Lower interest rates could mean easier mortgage rates, helping to inject energy into the housing market. Homebuilder D.R. Horton climbed 3%. Builders FirstSource, which sells vinyl windows, custom millwork and other building materials, jumped 5.3%.

    


Oracle helped lead Wall Street higher with a leap of 13.3% even though it reported weaker profit for the latest quarter than analysts expected. Financial analysts pointed to strong bookings, including contracts related to artificial-intelligence training.
A furor around AI has helped send stocks to records despite worries about high interest rates and the slowdown in the economy that they induce. Nvidia  again was the strongest force pushing the S&P 500 higher, with a gain of 3.5%. The chip company has become the poster child of the AI rush, and its total market value has topped $3 trillion.
Apple was nearly as strong a force pushing up on the S&P 500 as Nvidia after rising 2.9%. Its stock has been jumping the last two days after getting a cool initial reception to the announcement of several AI-related offerings coming to its operating systems. 
In energy trading, benchmark U.S. crude lost 27 cents to $78.23 a barrel. Brent crude, the international standard, fell 29 cents to $82.31 a barrel. 
___
AP Business Writer Stan Choe contributed.
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                    Commercial shipping traffic through the Port of Baltimore is expected to return to normal levels next month, after the channel fully reopened this week for the first time since the collapse of the Francis Scott Key Bridge about 11 weeks ago.
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    [image: Maryland's Governor Wes Moore, second from left, speaks during a press conference to mark the full reopening of the Port of Baltimore after the collapse of the Francis Scott Key Bridge in March, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, at the Port of Baltimore in Dundalk, Md. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]
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[image: Maryland's Governor Wes Moore, left, and Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg shake hands during a press conference to mark the full reopening of the Port of Baltimore after the collapse of the Francis Scott Key Bridge in March, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, at the Port of Baltimore in Dundalk, Md. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]
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[image: A boat from the Harford County Sheriff's Office moves past cranes and containers at the Port of Baltimore in Dundalk, Md., Wednesday, June 12, 2024. Federal, state, and local officials held a news conference to mark the full reopening of the Port of Baltimore following the collapse of the Francis Scott Key Bridge in March. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]
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[image: A crane lifts a container off a ship at the Port of Baltimore in Dundalk, Md., Wednesday, June 12, 2024. Federal, state, and local officials held a news conference to mark the full reopening of the Port of Baltimore following the collapse of the Francis Scott Key Bridge in March. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]
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[image: Cranes and gantries are seen at the Port of Baltimore in Dundalk, Md., Wednesday, June 12, 2024. Federal, state, and local officials held a news conference to mark the full reopening of the Port of Baltimore following the collapse of the Francis Scott Key Bridge in March. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]
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[image: Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg, right, meets with port workers before a news conference to mark the full reopening of the Port of Baltimore after the collapse of the Francis Scott Key Bridge in March, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, at the Port of Baltimore in Dundalk, Md. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]
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[image: Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg, center, speaks during a news conference to mark the full reopening of the Port of Baltimore after the collapse of the Francis Scott Key Bridge in March, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, at the Port of Baltimore in Dundalk, Md. At left is Maryland's Gov. Wes Moore. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]
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[image: Maryland's Lieutenant Governor Aruna Miller, center, attends a news conference to mark the full reopening of the Port of Baltimore after the collapse of the Francis Scott Key Bridge in March, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, at the Port of Baltimore in Dundalk, Md. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]
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[image: Maryland Gov. Wes Moore, second from right, speaks to reporters after a news conference to mark the full reopening of the Port of Baltimore after the collapse of the Francis Scott Key Bridge in March, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, at the Port of Baltimore in Dundalk, Md. At right is Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg and to the left of Moore is Paul Wiedefeld, Secretary of the Maryland Department of Transportation. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]
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                                        BALTIMORE (AP) -- Commercial shipping traffic through the Port of Baltimore is expected to return to normal levels next month, officials said Wednesday, after the channel fully reopened this week for the first time since the collapse of the Francis Scott Key Bridge in March.
"I've been waiting to say this for every day for the last 11 weeks: Maryland, the Fort McHenry Channel is fully cleared, and the Port of Baltimore is reopened for business," Gov. Wes Moore said at a waterside news conference to highlight the milestone.
As the governor spoke, a passing ship blasted its horn. 
"You hear that?" Moore said. "That's a beautiful sound."
Behind him, giant cranes lifted shipping containers from the deck of a docked cargo ship and deposited them on land.
Many shipping companies rerouted their cargo to other ports following the deadly collapse in March. The deadly disaster halted most maritime traffic through Baltimore's busy port as crews worked around the clock to clear an estimated 50,000 tons of fallen steel and concrete from the Patapsco River.

    


The estimated cost for the entire salvage operation is $160 million, with federal, state and local agencies involved.




Companies that steered clear of Baltimore during the cleanup will likely come back now that the channel has been returned to its original depth and width, officials said. The port, which processes more cars and farm equipment than any other in the country, is expected to be operating at normal capacity by mid-July.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

All that rerouted commercial traffic "belongs in Baltimore today," U.S. Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg said during a news briefing earlier this week. "We have every indication that that is what is taking place, but we will be reinforcing that expectation as we speak with players up and down the supply chains."
Crews were able to reopen portions of the deep-draft channel in phases, restoring some commercial traffic in recent weeks. Some cruise ships and large container ships have already passed through, officials said. 

    


But thousands of longshoremen, truckers and small business owners have seen their jobs impacted by the collapse and its economic ripple effects, which extend well beyond the Baltimore region. State officials helped establish several relief programs to keep people employed and businesses afloat in the immediate aftermath.
"We were a wounded port," said Scott Cowan, president of the International Longshoreman's Association Local 333, which represents Baltimore port workers. In a competitive industry, he said, other ports were looking to take Baltimore's cargo. 
Reopening the channel means keeping thousands of longshoremen in their jobs, Cowan said.
Officials estimated that the salvage operations for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will cost up to $75 million, while the Coast Guard response has cost $24 million to date to open the main channel. Maryland used about $60 million in federal emergency funds to open three other smaller channels outside the main one. 
Rebuilding the bridge could cost nearly $2 billion, officials have said. They hope it's completed by 2028.

    


President Joe Biden has pledged that the federal government will cover the full cost of rebuilding, though officials said the funding is still awaiting approval from Congress.
In a statement Tuesday, Biden praised the work of everyone involved in the recovery effort.
"Baltimore can count on us to stick with them every step of the way, and we will continue to have your back until the bridge is rebuilt," he said.
The cargo ship Dali lost power and crashed into a critical support column of the Francis Scott Key Bridge in the early hours of March 26, collapsing the span and sending six members of a roadwork crew plunging to their deaths. 
A National Transportation Safety Board investigation found that the vessel experienced power outages before starting its voyage, but the exact causes of the electrical issues have yet to be determined. The FBI is also conducting a criminal investigation.
The Dali remained stuck amid the wreckage for almost two months, with a massive steel truss draped across its damaged bow, before being refloated and guided back to port May 20. That allowed officials to open a channel that was 50 feet (15 meters) deep and 400 feet (122 meters) wide, big enough for most of the largest commercial vessels.
The full federal shipping channel is 700 feet (213 meters) wide. Officials said two-way traffic can now resume, and additional safety requirements have also been lifted because of the increased width.
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    [image: FILE - A utility pole with loose cables towers over a home in Loiza, Puerto Rico, Sept. 15, 2022. Towns in central and southern Puerto Rico are struggling to emerge from a prolonged power outage that forced authorities in the U.S. territory to activate an emergency response team on Monday, June 10, 2024, as they requested food distribution to those in need. (AP Photo/Alejandro Granadillo, File)]
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[image: FILE - A Puerto Rican national flag flies in front of the Capitol building in San Juan, Puerto Rico, July 29, 2015. The island's two biggest political parties hold gubernatorial primaries on Sunday, June 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Ricardo Arduengo, File)]
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                                        SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) -- A widespread power outage hit Puerto Rico Wednesday night, leaving more than 340,000 customers without electricity after two of the U.S. territory's power plants shut down.
The capital of San Juan was left without power, as well as neighboring municipalities including Bayamon, Caguas and Carolina.
Luma Energy, which operates transmission and distribution for Puerto Rico's power authority, said on X that the outage was tied to an issue with the power plants' transmission lines. It provided a statement to The Associated Press saying it was investigating the outage that coincided with the shutdown of units operated by Genera PR, which operates and maintains state power generation units.
Gov. Pedro Pierluisi condemned the outage and said he was demanding answers and solutions from Luma and Genera PR.
"The events that have been occurring in recent weeks with our electrical system are unacceptable," he posted on X. "While it is true that we have old plants and transmission lines in terrible condition, the people continue to suffer the consequences of the lack of sense of urgency that private operators are demonstrating."

    


Both Luma and Genera PR were selected as private operators under Pierluisi's administration.




The outage is the most recent in a string of blackouts to hit Puerto Rico, which is still trying to rebuild the grid after Hurricane Maria razed it in 2017 as a Category 4 storm.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The outage prompted the mayor of the San Juan capital, Miguel Romero, to declare a state of emergency late Wednesday as he accused Luma of sharing limited information about the ongoing blackouts.
"There are thousands of children with specific feeding needs, as well as older adults who often need therapy machines to protect their health and often save their lives," the decree stated.
Scores of Puerto Ricans took to social media to condemn the most recent outage and demand the ouster of Luma, noting that it occurred amid excessive heat warnings. Not all on the island of 3.2 million people with a poverty rate of more than 40% can afford generators or solar panels.
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    [image: Rory McIlroy, of Northern Ireland, hits from the native area on the third hole during a practice round for the U.S. Open golf tournament Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Pinehurst, N.C. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Max Homa hits from the native area on the 10th hole during a practice round for the U.S. Open golf tournament Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Pinehurst, N.C. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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[image: Gary Woodland hits from the native area on the 14th hole during a practice round for the U.S. Open golf tournament Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Pinehurst, N.C. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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[image: Colin Prater watches his putt on the first hole during a practice round for the U.S. Open golf tournament Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Pinehurst, N.C. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)]
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[image: CORRECTS DATE - Scottie Scheffler hits from the bunker on the 10th hole during a practice round for the U.S. Open golf tournament Tuesday, June 11, 2024, in Pinehurst, N.C. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)]
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[image: Rory McIlroy, of Northern Ireland, chips to the green on the first hole during a practice round for the U.S. Open golf tournament Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Pinehurst, N.C. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Rickie Fowler chips to the green on the 16th hole during a practice round for the U.S. Open golf tournament Monday, June 10, 2024, in Pinehurst, N.C. (AP Photo/Matt York)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 8 | Rickie Fowler chips to the green on the 16th hole during a practice round for the U.S. Open golf tournament Monday, June 10, 2024, in Pinehurst, N.C. (AP Photo/Matt York)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Nick Dunlap hits from the native area on the fifth hole during a practice round for the U.S. Open golf tournament Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Pinehurst, N.C. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Max Homa hits from the native area on the 10th hole during a practice round for the U.S. Open golf tournament Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Pinehurst, N.C. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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[image: Gary Woodland hits from the native area on the 14th hole during a practice round for the U.S. Open golf tournament Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Pinehurst, N.C. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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[image: Colin Prater watches his putt on the first hole during a practice round for the U.S. Open golf tournament Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Pinehurst, N.C. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)]
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[image: CORRECTS DATE - Scottie Scheffler hits from the bunker on the 10th hole during a practice round for the U.S. Open golf tournament Tuesday, June 11, 2024, in Pinehurst, N.C. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)]
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CORRECTS DATE - Scottie Scheffler hits from the bunker on the 10th hole during a practice round for the U.S. Open golf tournament Tuesday, June 11, 2024, in Pinehurst, N.C. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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[image: Rory McIlroy, of Northern Ireland, chips to the green on the first hole during a practice round for the U.S. Open golf tournament Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Pinehurst, N.C. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Rickie Fowler chips to the green on the 16th hole during a practice round for the U.S. Open golf tournament Monday, June 10, 2024, in Pinehurst, N.C. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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Rickie Fowler chips to the green on the 16th hole during a practice round for the U.S. Open golf tournament Monday, June 10, 2024, in Pinehurst, N.C. (AP Photo/Matt York)
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[image: Nick Dunlap hits from the native area on the fifth hole during a practice round for the U.S. Open golf tournament Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Pinehurst, N.C. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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Nick Dunlap hits from the native area on the fifth hole during a practice round for the U.S. Open golf tournament Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Pinehurst, N.C. (AP Photo/Matt York)
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                                        PINEHURST, N.C. (AP) -- Pebble Beach has the Pacific Ocean. Oakmont is the brute with its church pew bunkers. Pinehurst No. 2 has the cereal bowls turned upside down.
The greens at Pinehurst No. 2 are the signature of this Donald Ross course that hosts the 124th U.S. Open starting on Thursday. They go by any variety of names -- upside-down cereal bowls, inverted saucers, turtlebacks or domes.
Whatever they're called, they are universally regarded as daunting, particularly for a U.S. Open already known as the toughest test in golf.
"You hit it on the green, the hole is not done," defending champion Wyndham Clark said.
He played when he arrived on Monday and was amazed and how firm and fast they already were, calling them "borderline" in terms of fairness. And this was still three days out from the opening tee shot on Thursday.
Perhaps that's why in three previous U.S. Opens at Pinehurst No. 2, a total of four players finished the championship under par. One was Payne Stewart, thanks to that famous 15-foot par putt on the final hole to beat Phil Mickelson in 1999 at 1-under par.

    


Martin Kaymer took advantage of the rain-softened conditions and brilliant golf to win in 2014 at 9 under, with Rickie Fowler and Erik Compton eight shots behind and the only other players in red numbers for the week.




"I'd say in general, I think the best players play aggressively off the tee and conservatively into the greens. I think this course is basically that strategy -- just on steroids," Viktor Hovland said. "I think having a shorter club in is very important. But then into the greens you've got to play very, very conservatively. I think just hitting the greens itself is of high value."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

There have been plenty of illustrations of that.
Jordan Spieth was practicing to the right of the par-3 ninth green on Wednesday afternoon, aiming toward a coaster the size of a golf hole on the left side. He pitched it hard, well past the hole to the top of a small ridge so that it would roll back toward his target. And it did just that, but it was a foot too far to the left and before long had run all the way off the green.

    


"This is one you putt," Spieth told Sam Burns. Instead of walking over to his bag for a putter, Spieth used the left-handed putter of alternate Josh Radcliff and gave it a whack.
It can be hard to keep track of golf balls, especially when a practice group has four players, with balls rolling all over the place, some of them winding up off the green.
Such is the nature of Pinehurst No. 2. And while the course is more than a decade removed from its restoration project that returned sandy areas with native plans instead of thick rough, it's the greens that give the course its character.
And then it's up to the USGA to make conditions so demanding that only the most highly skilled players can handle them. Such is the essence of the U.S. Open.
John Bodenhamer, the chief championships officer at the USGA who is in charge of setting up the course, said 2014 data showed 70% of the players hit the fairway, but only 56% of them hit the green.

    


"It is all about these magnificent upside-down cereal bowl putting greens," Bodenhamer said. "They are difficult to hit, and we need to get the right firm and fast conditions around them."
And when players miss the greens -- from the fairways, sometimes from putts that roll off the crowned edges -- there are options.
"I was joking with my caddie, 'We should probably get our putter checked.' I've never swung so hard on my putter for nine holes, just trying to get up and down the mounds," PGA champion Xander Schauffele said. "There's certain spots where you feel like you have to hit it really hard. You hit it too hard, you putt it off the other side of the green.
"Leaving yourself in a really good position is A-1," he said. "But even when you do leave yourself in a good position, the hole is not over yet. It's sort of half the battle."
Clark won last year at Los Angeles Country Club with a score of 10-under 270. That week also started with Schauffele and Rickie Fowler setting a U.S. Open record of 62 in the opening round some 10 minutes apart.

    


No one expects that kind of scoring this week. Bryson DeChambeau, who studied physics at SMU, cited Boo Weekley, who barely studied at all during his brief time at Abraham Baldwin Agriculture College.
"Pinehurst is no joke. This is a ball-striker's paradise," DeChambeau said. "You have to hit it in the middle of the greens. And this is a Boo Weekley quote, but the center of the green never moves. So I'll try to focus on that this week."
There is more trouble than just the greens. The sandy areas -- "sandscapes" is what they are called in these parts -- have wiregrass bushes the size of basketballs speckled across the terrain. Hit in there and hope -- it could be a clean lie, it could be trouble.

    


"It's a walk up that fairway of a bit of anxiety, because they don't know what they're going to get," Bodenhamer said. "The randomness ... it's not just 5-inch, green, lush rough. It can be something gnarly, wiregrass, or it can be a perfect sandy lie. I think you're going to see some players walk to their golf ball and be unhappy, and others are going to be thrilled.
"We think that is pretty cool, and we think that is exactly what Donald Ross intended."
___
AP golf: https://apnews.com/hub/golf
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                                        PHOENIX (AP) -- A firearms dealer in Arizona sold weapons to an undercover federal agent he believed would help him carry out his plan for a mass shooting targeting minorities, an attack that he hoped would "incite a race war," according to a federal grand jury indictment. 
Mark Adams Prieto was indicted Tuesday by the grand jury in Arizona on charges of firearms trafficking, transferring a firearm for use in a hate crime, and possession of an unregistered firearm.
Court records didn't list an attorney who could comment on Prieto's behalf. A lawyer who briefly represented Prieto after he was arrested last month in neighboring New Mexico didn't respond Wednesday to a request for comment.
The indictment says the 58-year-old from Prescott, Arizona, recruited the undercover FBI agent and an informant at a gun show where Prieto was a vendor.

    


According to the indictment, Prieto told them he'd been thinking about carrying out a mass killing of minority groups for some time in order "to incite a race war" ahead of the presidential election in November. Prieto later identified a rap concert in Atlanta in mid-May for the attack, the indictment alleges.




The indictment says planning for the shooting began in January and took place over several months at gun shows around Arizona, including in Phoenix and Tucson. At the gun shows, the indictment alleges, Prieto sold two rifles to be used in the shooting to the FBI agent.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Prieto was arrested in New Mexico on May 14 -- around the time of the Atlanta concert -- while driving east from Arizona. Authorities said they found seven firearms inside his vehicle.
Following his arrest, court records show, a U.S. district judge in New Mexico ordered Prieto to remain in federal custody, saying the "seriousness of danger to the community is extreme" if he was to be released.
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    [image: FILE - Louisville Metro Police Chief Jacquelyn Gwinn-Villaroel speaks during a news conference, May 23, 2024, in Louisville, Ky. Louisville's police chief has been placed on leave over her handling of a sexual harassment allegation involving her officers, Louisville Mayor Craig Greenberg said Wednesday, June 12. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley, File)]
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                                        LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) -- Louisville's police chief has been placed on leave over her handling of a sexual harassment allegation involving her officers, Louisville Mayor Craig Greenberg said Wednesday.
In the surprise move, Greenberg announced Chief Jacquelyn Gwinn-Villaroel's suspension less than a year after she became the first Black woman to lead the department in a full-time position. 
Greenberg said the chief was not directly involved in the harassment incident.
"This concerns her handling of the allegation once it was reported to her," Greenberg said at a news conference Wednesday evening. Greenberg did not elaborate on the nature of the allegation.
Louisville's police department has had a revolving door at the top of its leadership since Breonna Taylor was shot to death by officers during a botched raid in 2020. Gwinn-Villaroel is the third full-time chief since Taylor's death, and the department has also had three interim chiefs, including a stint by Gwinn-Villaroel. 

    


She came to Louisville from the Atlanta Police Department in 2021 alongside former Chief Erika Shields, who hired her as a deputy chief. Gwinn-Villaroel was named the full-time chief in July 2023.




When she was interim chief, Greenberg praised Gwinn-Villaroel  for the department's handling of a mass shooting that killed five people at a downtown bank in 2023. Louisville police quickly responded and fatally shot the gunman in the lobby of the building minutes after a 911 call.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But on Wednesday, Greenberg said he was seriously concerned about her handling of the sexual harassment allegation, particularly given the U.S. Justice Department's previous criticism of the department in this regard. 
The Justice Department conducted a wide-ranging investigation of the police department after Taylor's death, finding that Louisville police had engaged in a pattern of discrimination and violation of constitutional rights. The DOJ said it "identified deficiencies" in the Louisville department's response to allegations of sexual misconduct or domestic violence among officers.

    


Louisville police also recently drew unwanted attention after they arrested and jailed Scottie Scheffler, the world's top pro golfer, who was attempting to enter a Louisville golf course hosting the PGA Championship. Images of Scheffler in handcuffs and his mug shot were splashed on TV screens for days. Charges against Scheffler were eventually dropped after a prosecutor determined it was a misunderstanding. 
Gwinn-Villaroel will be placed on temporary paid leave, Greenberg said. He named Deputy Chief Paul Humphrey as acting chief during the investigation.
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                                        ABINGDON, Va. (AP) -- A South Carolina man pleaded guilty to federal charges Wednesday in the shooting death of a police officer in southwest Virginia in 2021. 
Michael Donivan White, 36, of Cross, South Carolina, had already pleaded guilty to first-degree murder charges in state court. 
The federal counts include drug charges and causing the death of a person with a firearm. 
The plea deal requires the judge to sentence White to a term of 40 to 100 years. His previous plea deal, entered May 30, also calls for a sentence of 40 to 100 years. 
Lawyers for White did not immediately respond to emails seeking comment Wednesday night.
In court papers, White admitted that he shot Big Stone Gap police officer Michael Chandler, 29, who was responding to a call just outside the town limits on Nov. 13, 2021. 
Prosecutors said White shot Chandler eight times from inside his car when the officer approached after White tried to flee and became stuck in grass. Prosecutors said drugs were in the car. 
Chandler died that evening. White was later arrested at a motel in Kingsport, Tennessee. 
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                    A homeowner is describing an encounter with two black bears in his yard, including one that was rocking gently and comfortably in his hammock - looking quite at home there. (AP Video produced by Rodrique Ngowi.)
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    [image: This image taken from video provided by Noah Dweck shows a black bear sitting on a hammock in a back yard, Tuesday, June 11, 2024, in Waitsfield, Vt. (Noah Dweck via AP)]
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This image taken from video provided by Noah Dweck shows a black bear sitting on a hammock in a back yard, Tuesday, June 11, 2024, in Waitsfield, Vt. (Noah Dweck via AP)
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                                        WAITSFIELD, Vt. (AP) -- Noah and Kristen Dweck have seen a number of black bears around their home in Vermont but this was a first: a bear relaxing on their hammock. 
Noah Dweck took iPhone video of two young bears in their yard in Waitsfield on Tuesday with one sitting on the swinging hammock before he shooed them away. 
"It was adorable. It was a funny sight," he told The Associated Press. 
Dweck said he was sitting at a desk with the screen doors open in their home near the Sugarbush ski resort when he heard the jingling of the hammock. He then realized there was no wind. 
"So immediately I knew it was the bears," he said. He ran upstairs and looked out the window and saw one bear looking curiously at the other bear who was hanging around on the hammock, he said. He took some iphone video and then scared the bears away. Burlington TV station WPTZ first reported on the sighting.

    


"We live in a very active bear basin. The bears are very used to human contact so I'm assuming they have found other people's hammocks before," Dweck said. "To be honest, it was pretty impressive that he didn't fall off, or she didn't fall off the hammock, and kind of knew how to do it. It was quite funny to see."
Vermont has a healthy black bear population and sightings of and incidents with the animals have increased in recent years. 
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    [image: FILE - Military delegates chat before the closing session of the National People's Congress at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, Monday, March 11, 2024. Chinese state media said Thursday, June 13, 2024, that a military history buff found a collection of confidential documents related to the country's military in a pile of old papers he bought for under $1. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan, File)]
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[image: A man past by a mural calling for Military Civilian Unity in Beijing, Thursday, June 13, 2024. Chinese state media say that a military history buff found a collection of confidential documents related to the country's military in a pile of old papers he bought for under $1. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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[image: A municipal worker collects scrap cardboard near a mural calling for Military and Civilian Unity in Beijing, Thursday, June 13, 2024. Chinese state media say that a military history buff found a collection of confidential documents related to the country's military in a pile of old papers he bought for under $1. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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    [image: FILE - Military delegates chat before the closing session of the National People's Congress at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, Monday, March 11, 2024. Chinese state media said Thursday, June 13, 2024, that a military history buff found a collection of confidential documents related to the country's military in a pile of old papers he bought for under $1. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan, File)]
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[image: A man past by a mural calling for Military Civilian Unity in Beijing, Thursday, June 13, 2024. Chinese state media say that a military history buff found a collection of confidential documents related to the country's military in a pile of old papers he bought for under $1. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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[image: A municipal worker collects scrap cardboard near a mural calling for Military and Civilian Unity in Beijing, Thursday, June 13, 2024. Chinese state media say that a military history buff found a collection of confidential documents related to the country's military in a pile of old papers he bought for under $1. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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                                        BEIJING (AP) -- A military history buff in China appears to have made an alarming discovery after picking up four discarded books for less than $1 at a neighborhood recycling station: They were confidential military documents.
The country's Ministry of State Security told the story in a social media post on Thursday, praising the retired man for calling a hotline to report the incident. It identified him only by his family name, Zhang, and did not say what the documents were about.
"Mr. Zhang thought to himself that he had 'bought' the country's military secrets and brought them home," the post reads, "but if someone with ulterior motives were to buy them, the consequences would be unimaginable!"
The post, which was reposted on at least two popular Chinese news websites, was the latest in a series by the powerful state security agency that appears to be trying to draw in new audiences with dramatic stories. Some have been told in comic-book style.

    


The campaign seems designed to raise awareness of the importance of national security at a time when confrontation with the U.S. is rising and both countries are increasingly worried about the possible theft or transfer of confidential and secret information.




The post describes Zhang as a former employee of a state-owned company who likes to collect military newspapers and periodicals. It says he found two bags of new books at the recycling station and paid 6 yuan (about 85 cents) for four of them.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

State security agents rushed to the station after Zhang reported what had happened, the post says. After an investigation, they found that two military employees charged with shredding more than 200 books instead got rid of them by selling them to a recycling center as paper waste -- 30 kilograms (65 pounds) in all -- for about 20 yuan ($2.75).
The agents seized the books and the military has closed loopholes in the handling of such material, the post says.

    


China's opaque state security bodies and legal system often make it difficult to tell what is considered a state secret.
Chinese and foreign consultancies operating within the country have been placed under investigation for possessing or sharing information about the economy in an apparent broadening of the definition of a state secret in recent years.
___
Associated Press video producer Penny Wang in Bangkok and researcher Wanqing Chen in Beijing contributed.
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                                        Emily Post would be proud. 
A high school class president in Massachusetts who gave a commencement speech wanted to recognize all of his fellow graduates. So he wrote them personal thank-you notes presented at the ceremony -- 180 to be exact. 
"I wish I could've acknowledged you all, but there was simply not enough time," Mason Macuch of Lakeville said in his June 7 speech. "Instead, I want you to reach under your chairs, where you will find a personal note that I've written to each of you as a way to say one final goodbye and thank you for making these years that will soon pass the 'good ole days.'"
The seniors at Apponequet Regional High School about 40 miles (64 kilometers) south of Boston found envelopes containing 5-by-7-inch (13-by-18-centimeter) white cards with their messages. 
Macuch said it took him about 10 hours to write the cards. As class president, he said he knew most of the students. 

    


"I just wrote anything from farewell messages to little memories that I had with whoever I was writing to, or maybe if it was a close friend, a longer message to them," Macuch, 18, told The Associated Press on Wednesday. "Anything that I could think of about the person I wanted to say about them before we graduated and went on our separate ways."




Macuch had to clear the idea with school administrators first. He arrived an hour before the ceremony and got help from an assistant principal and a teacher taping the cards under the chairs. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

It was a surprise to everyone, said his best friend, Conor Tripp, in an email.
"I do not consider myself an emotional person, but his speech and the gesture of writing each and every member a letter moved me so much and I was very emotional from that moment on," Tripp said. "It was such a special way to acknowledge every member of the class and show a strong bond between the members of our class."
Macuch said a lot of graduates thanked him in person afterward. Many parents sent him nice comments on social media. 

    


"Some people I hadn't talked to in a few years were just so thankful for them. It was really nice to see that they were just so appreciative of all the hard work that went into them, and it was a really nice way to say goodbye to everyone," said Macuch, who is starting college in the fall and plans to study biochemistry. 
He was trained well. 
"My mom always pushes to write a thank-you note," he said. 
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    [image: Elephant Bubi kicks the ball towards the goal in Starkenberg, Germany, Thursday, June 13, 2024. As an 'elephant oracle' the elephant predicts the outcome of the opening game of the European Championship, according to her, Germany will win. The animal from the Starkenberg elephant reserve shoots the ball into the German goal. (David Breidert/dpa via AP)]
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                                        STARKENBERG, Germany (AP) -- Move over, Paul the octopus. There's a new big-hitter in the world of soccer soothsayers.
And this one is going for a win for Germany to open the European Championship.
Bubi, an African elephant who lives in a reserve in Thuringia in central Germany, was tasked Thursday with predicting the victor of the Euro 2024 match between the host nation and Scotland in Munich on Friday.
Bubi had to kick a ball toward the flags of Germany and Scotland that were on either side of a makeshift goal. The ball rolled toward Germany's.
Bubi, who is originally from Italy, then waved the flag of her adopted home and enjoyed a bucket of barley.
Her keepers discovered her enthusiasm for soccer by chance when a ball rolled into her enclosure. Bubi immediately kicked it back.
Paul the octopus, also known as the "Oracle of Oberhausen," gained notoriety by successfully predicting the outcome of matches at the 2010 World Cup.
___
AP Euro 2024: https://apnews.com/hub/euro-2024
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    [image: A tourist uses a hand fan to cool down another one sitting on a bench in front of the Parthenon at the ancient Acropolis, in Athens, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. The ancient site was closed to the public for five hours due to a heat wave that pushed temperatures to 39 degrees Celsius (102 Fahrenheit) in the capital and even higher in parts of central Greece. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)]
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[image: Giannis Mpekos takes a shower at a beach in Faliro seaside district of Athens, on Thursday June 13, 2024. Temperatures are expected to exceed 40 C (104 F) on Thursday in much of central and southern Greece, including greater Athens, the Cyclades and Crete. The ancient Acropolis site was closed for second day to the public for five hours due to a heat wave (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)]
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[image: Tourist stand in the shade behind bushes in central Athens, on Thursday June 13, 2024. Temperatures are expected to exceed 40 C (104 F) on Thursday in much of central and southern Greece, including greater Athens, the Cyclades and Crete. The ancient Acropolis site was closed for second day to the public for five hours due to a heat wave. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)]
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[image: An army officer wipes the face of a member of the presidential guard, at the tomb of the Unknown Soldier, central Athens, on Thursday June 13, 2024. Temperatures are expected to exceed 40 C (104 F) on Thursday in much of central and southern Greece, including greater Athens, the Cyclades and Crete. The ancient Acropolis site was closed for second day to the public for five hours due to a heat wave. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)]
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[image: Tourists with an umbrella walk in front of the Parthenon at the ancient Acropolis in central Athens, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. The ancient site was closed to the public for five hours due to a heat wave that pushed temperatures to 39 degrees Celsius (102 Fahrenheit) in the capital and even higher in parts of central Greece. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)]
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[image: Tourists exit the ancient Acropolis in central Athens, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. The ancient site was closed to the public for five hours due to a heat wave that pushed temperatures to 39 degrees Celsius (102 Fahrenheit) in the capital and even higher in parts of central Greece. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)]
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[image: Tourists stand at the Aeropagous hill in front of the ancient Acropolis, in central Athens, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. The ancient site of Acropolis will be closed to the public for five hours due to a heat wave that pushed temperatures to 39 degrees Celsius (102 Fahrenheit) in the capital and even higher in parts of central Greece. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)]
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[image: A tourist is helped by First Aid personnel from ancient Acropolis site, in central Athens, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. The ancient Acropolis site was closed to the public for five hours due to a heat wave that pushed temperatures to 39 degrees Celsius (102 Fahrenheit) in the capital and even higher in parts of central Greece. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)]
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    [image: A tourist uses a hand fan to cool down another one sitting on a bench in front of the Parthenon at the ancient Acropolis, in Athens, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. The ancient site was closed to the public for five hours due to a heat wave that pushed temperatures to 39 degrees Celsius (102 Fahrenheit) in the capital and even higher in parts of central Greece. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)]
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A tourist uses a hand fan to cool down another one sitting on a bench in front of the Parthenon at the ancient Acropolis, in Athens, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. The ancient site was closed to the public for five hours due to a heat wave that pushed temperatures to 39 degrees Celsius (102 Fahrenheit) in the capital and even higher in parts of central Greece. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)
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[image: Giannis Mpekos takes a shower at a beach in Faliro seaside district of Athens, on Thursday June 13, 2024. Temperatures are expected to exceed 40 C (104 F) on Thursday in much of central and southern Greece, including greater Athens, the Cyclades and Crete. The ancient Acropolis site was closed for second day to the public for five hours due to a heat wave (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)]
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Giannis Mpekos takes a shower at a beach in Faliro seaside district of Athens, on Thursday June 13, 2024. Temperatures are expected to exceed 40 C (104 F) on Thursday in much of central and southern Greece, including greater Athens, the Cyclades and Crete. The ancient Acropolis site was closed for second day to the public for five hours due to a heat wave (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)
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[image: Tourist stand in the shade behind bushes in central Athens, on Thursday June 13, 2024. Temperatures are expected to exceed 40 C (104 F) on Thursday in much of central and southern Greece, including greater Athens, the Cyclades and Crete. The ancient Acropolis site was closed for second day to the public for five hours due to a heat wave. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)]
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Tourist stand in the shade behind bushes in central Athens, on Thursday June 13, 2024. Temperatures are expected to exceed 40 C (104 F) on Thursday in much of central and southern Greece, including greater Athens, the Cyclades and Crete. The ancient Acropolis site was closed for second day to the public for five hours due to a heat wave. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)
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[image: An army officer wipes the face of a member of the presidential guard, at the tomb of the Unknown Soldier, central Athens, on Thursday June 13, 2024. Temperatures are expected to exceed 40 C (104 F) on Thursday in much of central and southern Greece, including greater Athens, the Cyclades and Crete. The ancient Acropolis site was closed for second day to the public for five hours due to a heat wave. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 8 | An army officer wipes the face of a member of the presidential guard, at the tomb of the Unknown Soldier, central Athens, on Thursday June 13, 2024. Temperatures are expected to exceed 40 C (104 F) on Thursday in much of central and southern Greece, including greater Athens, the Cyclades and Crete. The ancient Acropolis site was closed for second day to the public for five hours due to a heat wave. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 8
An army officer wipes the face of a member of the presidential guard, at the tomb of the Unknown Soldier, central Athens, on Thursday June 13, 2024. Temperatures are expected to exceed 40 C (104 F) on Thursday in much of central and southern Greece, including greater Athens, the Cyclades and Crete. The ancient Acropolis site was closed for second day to the public for five hours due to a heat wave. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)
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[image: Tourists with an umbrella walk in front of the Parthenon at the ancient Acropolis in central Athens, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. The ancient site was closed to the public for five hours due to a heat wave that pushed temperatures to 39 degrees Celsius (102 Fahrenheit) in the capital and even higher in parts of central Greece. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 8 | Tourists with an umbrella walk in front of the Parthenon at the ancient Acropolis in central Athens, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. The ancient site was closed to the public for five hours due to a heat wave that pushed temperatures to 39 degrees Celsius (102 Fahrenheit) in the capital and even higher in parts of central Greece. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 8
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[image: Tourists exit the ancient Acropolis in central Athens, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. The ancient site was closed to the public for five hours due to a heat wave that pushed temperatures to 39 degrees Celsius (102 Fahrenheit) in the capital and even higher in parts of central Greece. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)]
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[image: Tourists stand at the Aeropagous hill in front of the ancient Acropolis, in central Athens, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. The ancient site of Acropolis will be closed to the public for five hours due to a heat wave that pushed temperatures to 39 degrees Celsius (102 Fahrenheit) in the capital and even higher in parts of central Greece. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)]
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[image: A tourist is helped by First Aid personnel from ancient Acropolis site, in central Athens, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. The ancient Acropolis site was closed to the public for five hours due to a heat wave that pushed temperatures to 39 degrees Celsius (102 Fahrenheit) in the capital and even higher in parts of central Greece. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)]
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                                        ATHENS, Greece (AP) -- Authorities in Greece have closed down the Acropolis in Athens during the afternoon on Thursday for a second day as the country swelters under unseasonably high temperatures.
The Culture Ministry said the hilltop citadel, which is Greece's most popular ancient site, was closed from midday to 5 p.m. (0900-1400 GMT) because of the heat.
All other archaeological sites in the Greek capital were also shut during the same hours. People who had booked visits for that period could use their tickets later in the day until the sites close at 8 p.m., the ministry said.
Temperatures exceeded 40 C (104 F) on Thursday in much of central and southern Greece, including greater Athens, the Cyclades and Crete.
Officials are on heightened alert for wildfires, which plague Greece every summer.
The minister responsible for civil protection, Vassilis Kikilias, said Thursday posed a particular wildfire risk due to the combination of high temperatures and winds.

    


"The early start of the heat waves, combined with the dry winter, has led to a very difficult fire season," he said.
The fire service also warned of a very high wildfire threat on Friday.
Authorities in Athens are providing air-conditioned areas to the public and have issued fans to secondary schools where end-of-year and university entrance exams are being held.
Temperatures are expected to drop on Friday and Saturday.
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    [image: Police watch the crowds on the boardwalk in Ocean City, N.J., on Memorial Day weekend, Sunday, May 26, 2024. On Wednesday, May 29, New Jersey's statewide police union called for changes in laws and policies governing police interactions with disorderly young people following disturbances that led to the temporary closure of the boardwalk in Wildwood, and the stabbing of a 15-year-old boy in Ocean City. (Elizabeth Robertson/The Philadelphia Inquirer via AP)]
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                                        ATLANTIC CITY, N.J. (AP) -- Parents should be held civilly or criminally responsible for the actions of their children that create disturbances or damage in public places, a group of New Jersey police chiefs and Republican lawmakers said Wednesday during a forum held after a second consecutive year of disturbances at some Jersey Shore boardwalks over Memorial Day weekend.
The disturbances included the stabbing of a teenager in Ocean City, and waves of unruly young people that prompted the city of Wildwood to shut down its boardwalk overnight.
The panel consisted solely of Republican state and local legislators, whose party has blamed juvenile justice reforms enacted in recent years under the administration of Democratic Gov. Phil Murphy for creating an atmosphere of lawlessness and disrespect for law enforcement among teens and young adults who feel there are no consequences for their behavior.

    


The changes included restrictions on what officers could say or do to juveniles suspected of underage drinking or marijuana use.
State Republicans did not respond to messages asking which, if any, Democratic lawmakers were invited to participate in the online forum.




Democrats said the reforms were necessary to keep young people out of the criminal justice system. But numerous law enforcement officials and the statewide police union say the measures have handcuffed officers in dealing with unruly young people.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The juveniles and their parents should be held accountable," said Ocean City Police Chief William Campbell. "The entire juvenile justice system needs to be reformed."
Campbell cited a recent instance in which a disruptive young person was taken into custody and held at the police station while his parents were called, a tactic recommended under the juvenile reforms in lieu of arrests in some situations. Six hours later, the youth's parents still had not come to the station, so Ocean City police contacted police in the youth's hometown, who went there to speak with the parents.

    


"The mother was annoyed that she had to come to Ocean City," Campbell said. "You tell me she should not be held accountable."
The governor's office declined comment, and the attorney general's office did not respond to requests for comment Wednesday. A spokeswoman for the leadership of the Democrat-controlled state Assembly declined comment, while a Senate counterpart did not respond to a request for comment.
Wildwood Police Chief Joseph Murphy said New Jersey's juvenile justice reforms "seem to not be working."
"We are not holding these kids accountable, and it's not rehabilitating these kids," he said.
At a minimum, he said, diversionary programs designed as an alternative to criminal prosecution for young offenders should take longer than 24 to 36 hours to complete. And issuing warnings to young people is not practical when there are groups of 300 or more people creating disturbances, he said.
Sen. Michael Testa said the Jersey Shore remains safe for visitors, but he worries that hard-won reputation could be lost if vacationers no longer think of the area as family-friendly.

    


"They shouldn't be thinking of unruly behavior, clouds of weed smoke they have to bring their children through," he said.
Assemblyman Don Guardian, the former mayor of Atlantic City, said he was walking on the city's Boardwalk a few days ago when a group of 80 loud, disruptive young people were blocking the walkway. 
When a police car arrived, Guardian said, "they spit on the car. They mooned (the officers) and gave them the finger."
Wildwood said the city was forced to close its boardwalk overnight on the Sunday of Memorial Day weekend when it feared it was losing control of the situation and was unable to respond to a cascade of calls for help. 
New Jersey Attorney General Matthew Platkin blamed Wildwood for not having enough officers assigned to patrol its boardwalk. But Mayor Ernest Troiano Jr. said there were 40 police officers deployed there.
"When you have to put 40 police officers on the boardwalk for 26 blocks, that speaks volumes," he said. 

    


Republicans have introduced numerous bills in the aftermath of the disturbances, including ones that would allow municipalities to create alcohol and cannabis-free zones, impose traffic and other restrictions during large "pop-up parties," and increase penalties for assaults on police officers or first responders.
___
Follow Wayne Parry on X at www.twitter.com/WayneParryAC 
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                    Authorities in Athens announced the closure of the Acropolis for five hours due to heat wave temperatures that also prompted many schools to close. The ancient site in the Greek capital - which drew nearly 4 million visitors last year - was closed from midday till 5:00 p.m. (0900-1400GMT) as the high temperature was set to reach 39 degrees Celsius (102 Fahrenheit). (AP video by Lefteris Pitarakis)
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    [image: Tourists stand at the Aeropagous hill in front of the ancient Acropolis, in central Athens, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. The ancient site of Acropolis will be closed to the public for five hours due to a heat wave that pushed temperatures to 39 degrees Celsius (102 Fahrenheit) in the capital and even higher in parts of central Greece. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)]
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[image: Tourists exit the ancient Acropolis in central Athens, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. The ancient site was closed to the public for five hours due to a heat wave that pushed temperatures to 39 degrees Celsius (102 Fahrenheit) in the capital and even higher in parts of central Greece. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)]
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[image: A tourist is helped by First Aid personnel from ancient Acropolis site, in central Athens, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. The ancient Acropolis site was closed to the public for five hours due to a heat wave that pushed temperatures to 39 degrees Celsius (102 Fahrenheit) in the capital and even higher in parts of central Greece. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)]
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                                        ATHENS, Greece (AP) -- Authorities in Athens announced the closure of the Acropolis for five hours on Wednesday due to heat wave temperatures that also shut many schools.
The ancient site in the Greek capital -- which drew nearly 4 million visitors last year -- was closed from midday till 5 p.m. as the temperature was set to reach 39 degrees Celsius (102 degrees Fahrenheit).
Elementary schools and preschool classes were also canceled in parts of southern and central Greece where the temperatures were highest.
Conditions worsened in an area north of the capital, after a fire at a cookware and food container factory sent clouds of thick black smoke into the sky. Cellphone alerts sent by a government disaster response agency urged residents in the area to remain indoors. 
In Athens, city authorities announced that garbage collection would also be halted for several hours Wednesday and that seven air-conditioned spaces would be opened to the public. Drones with thermal cameras were being used in Athens to coordinate the public health response, officials said.
Cooler weather is expected late Friday. 
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                    Usually presented on a pristine white cardboard platter with a two-pronged plastic fork, the currywurst promises to be among the most tantalizing gourmet treats on offer at the European Championship this summer. (AP video: Fanny Brodersen)
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    [image: Currywurst, Germany's sausage with curry sauce, served on a cardboard platter with French fries and mayonnaise at Konnopke's Imbiss, a fast-food joint under the tracks at the Eberswalder Strasse U-Bahn station, in Berlin, Germany, Friday, May 24, 2024. The currywurst promises to be among the most tantalizing gourmet treats on offer at the European Championship this summer. The currywurst is considered a fast-food delicacy in a country where the humble sausage enjoys great importance. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)]
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[image: Currywurst, Germany's sausage with curry sauce, served on a cardboard at Konnopke's Imbiss, a fast-food joint under the tracks at the Eberswalder Strasse U-Bahn station in Berlin, Germany, Thursday, June 6, 2024. The currywurst promises to be among the most tantalizing gourmet treats on offer at the European Championship this summer. The currywurst is considered a fast-food delicacy in a country where the humble sausage enjoys great importance. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)]
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[image: At Konnopke's Imbiss, a fast food restaurant under the tracks at Eberswalder Strasse subway station, customers queue up for currywurst, in Berlin, Germany, Friday, May 24, 2024. The currywurst, Germany's sausage with curry sauce, promises to be among the most tantalizing gourmet treats on offer at the European Championship this summer. The currywurst is considered a fast-food delicacy in a country where the humble sausage enjoys great importance. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 7 | At Konnopke's Imbiss, a fast food restaurant under the tracks at Eberswalder Strasse subway station, customers queue up for currywurst, in Berlin, Germany, Friday, May 24, 2024. The currywurst, Germany's sausage with curry sauce, promises to be among the most tantalizing gourmet treats on offer at the European Championship this summer. The currywurst is considered a fast-food delicacy in a country where the humble sausage enjoys great importance. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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At Konnopke's Imbiss, a fast food restaurant under the tracks at Eberswalder Strasse subway station, customers queue up for currywurst, in Berlin, Germany, Friday, May 24, 2024. The currywurst, Germany's sausage with curry sauce, promises to be among the most tantalizing gourmet treats on offer at the European Championship this summer. The currywurst is considered a fast-food delicacy in a country where the humble sausage enjoys great importance. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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[image: At Konnopke's Imbiss, a fast food restaurant under the tracks at Eberswalder Strasse subway station, customers queue up for currywurst in a long line, in Berlin, Germany, Friday, May 24, 2024. The currywurst, Germany's sausage with curry sauce, promises to be among the most tantalizing gourmet treats on offer at the European Championship this summer. The currywurst is considered a fast-food delicacy in a country where the humble sausage enjoys great importance. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 7 | At Konnopke's Imbiss, a fast food restaurant under the tracks at Eberswalder Strasse subway station, customers queue up for currywurst in a long line, in Berlin, Germany, Friday, May 24, 2024. The currywurst, Germany's sausage with curry sauce, promises to be among the most tantalizing gourmet treats on offer at the European Championship this summer. The currywurst is considered a fast-food delicacy in a country where the humble sausage enjoys great importance. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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At Konnopke's Imbiss, a fast food restaurant under the tracks at Eberswalder Strasse subway station, customers queue up for currywurst in a long line, in Berlin, Germany, Friday, May 24, 2024. The currywurst, Germany's sausage with curry sauce, promises to be among the most tantalizing gourmet treats on offer at the European Championship this summer. The currywurst is considered a fast-food delicacy in a country where the humble sausage enjoys great importance. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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[image: Currywurst, Germany's sausage with curry sauce, served on a cardboard at Konnopke's Imbiss, a fast-food joint under the tracks at the Eberswalder Strasse U-Bahn station in Berlin, Germany, Thursday, June 6, 2024. The currywurst promises to be among the most tantalizing gourmet treats on offer at the European Championship this summer. The currywurst is considered a fast-food delicacy in a country where the humble sausage enjoys great importance. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 7 | Currywurst, Germany's sausage with curry sauce, served on a cardboard at Konnopke's Imbiss, a fast-food joint under the tracks at the Eberswalder Strasse U-Bahn station in Berlin, Germany, Thursday, June 6, 2024. The currywurst promises to be among the most tantalizing gourmet treats on offer at the European Championship this summer. The currywurst is considered a fast-food delicacy in a country where the humble sausage enjoys great importance. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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Currywurst, Germany's sausage with curry sauce, served on a cardboard at Konnopke's Imbiss, a fast-food joint under the tracks at the Eberswalder Strasse U-Bahn station in Berlin, Germany, Thursday, June 6, 2024. The currywurst promises to be among the most tantalizing gourmet treats on offer at the European Championship this summer. The currywurst is considered a fast-food delicacy in a country where the humble sausage enjoys great importance. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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[image: Employees frys and serves Currywurst, Germany's sausage with curry sauce, at Konnopke's Imbiss, a fast-food joint under the tracks at the Eberswalder Strasse U-Bahn station in Berlin, Germany, Friday, May 24, 2024. The currywurst promises to be among the most tantalizing gourmet treats on offer at the European Championship this summer. The currywurst is considered a fast-food delicacy in a country where the humble sausage enjoys great importance. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 7 | Employees frys and serves Currywurst, Germany's sausage with curry sauce, at Konnopke's Imbiss, a fast-food joint under the tracks at the Eberswalder Strasse U-Bahn station in Berlin, Germany, Friday, May 24, 2024. The currywurst promises to be among the most tantalizing gourmet treats on offer at the European Championship this summer. The currywurst is considered a fast-food delicacy in a country where the humble sausage enjoys great importance. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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Employees frys and serves Currywurst, Germany's sausage with curry sauce, at Konnopke's Imbiss, a fast-food joint under the tracks at the Eberswalder Strasse U-Bahn station in Berlin, Germany, Friday, May 24, 2024. The currywurst promises to be among the most tantalizing gourmet treats on offer at the European Championship this summer. The currywurst is considered a fast-food delicacy in a country where the humble sausage enjoys great importance. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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[image: Linda Konnopke, the great-granddaughter of Max and CharlotteKonnopke, the founder of Konnopke's Imbiss, a fast food restaurant under the tracks at Eberswalder Strasse subway station, poses for a photo, in Berlin, Germany, Friday, May 24, 2024. The currywurst, Germany's sausage with curry sauce, promises to be among the most tantalizing gourmet treats on offer at the European Championship this summer. The currywurst is considered a fast-food delicacy in a country where the humble sausage enjoys great importance. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)]
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Linda Konnopke, the great-granddaughter of Max and CharlotteKonnopke, the founder of Konnopke's Imbiss, a fast food restaurant under the tracks at Eberswalder Strasse subway station, poses for a photo, in Berlin, Germany, Friday, May 24, 2024. The currywurst, Germany's sausage with curry sauce, promises to be among the most tantalizing gourmet treats on offer at the European Championship this summer. The currywurst is considered a fast-food delicacy in a country where the humble sausage enjoys great importance. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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                                        BERLIN (AP) -- Bite-sized bliss. The currywurst is considered a fast-food delicacy in Germany, and a perfect treat before a game.
UEFA has confirmed that soccer fans from across Europe will find this savory German invention on offer at stadiums throughout the country during the European Championship, which kicks off on Friday.
The pork sausage garnished with curry sauce is usually presented on a pristine white cardboard platter with a two-pronged plastic fork. It can be served with skin or without - visiting fans will have developed their own preference by the end of the month-long tournament.
While its origins are contested, the currywurst has a special place in the food culture of Berlin.
"Our city is all about currywurst, and I think our city can't live without currywurst. Whoever comes to Berlin has to try currywurst to know what the city's about," said Linda Konnopke, who helps run her family's popular fast-food joint in the German capital's Prenzlauer Berg district.

    


Her great-grandparents Max and Charlotte Konnopke first began selling sausages from their portable grill in 1930, and the family-run business has since become an institution famous for its currywurst, which Gunter Konnopke, their son, introduced to East Berlin in 1960. It was an immediate hit. The recipe is still a closely guarded family secret.




"Our absolute highlight is our currywurst without skin. That's our biggest seller," Linda Konnopke said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The currywurst is usually sliced into convenient bite-sized portions. It can be doused in ketchup and sprinkled with curry powder, but some vendors - like Konnopke's - will use their own specific curry sauce.
A woman named Herta Heuwer is largely credited with its invention. Heuwer was one of thousands of Berlin's "Trummerfrauen," or rubble women, who helped clear the wreckage left after World War II, and afterward she ran her own fast-food business in the borough of Charlottenburg in the west of the city.

    


Some say Heuwer was bored one day and decided to experiment with the ingredients she had; others that she ran out of mustard and needed an alternative. Either way, she claimed to have invented the currywurst on Sept. 4, 1949.
Berlin proclaimed itself the "currywurst capital" on a plaque honoring Heuwer where she sold her first currywurst, but there are rival claims from Hamburg and the Ruhr area in western Germany.
At the German Cup final in Berlin last month, Kaiserslautern fan Luisa Albert said she prefers the currywurst in Kaiserslautern, which is in the state of Rhineland-Palatinate. As stadium food, she said, it's always a winner.
"Currywurst is the best thing you can eat before a game," she said. "It gives you the strength to cheer and celebrate and do everything."
Fans attending games at Berlin's Olympiastadion will be able to get their currywurst from Hertha Berlin supporter Ollie Brandt, who has been offering fast-food outside the stadium for more than 40 years.
Brandt takes great pride in offering currywurst sausages manufactured to another longstanding family recipe, but he doesn't think much of currywurst from outside the capital.

    


"If you go to the Rhineland, for example, you get a grilled sausage that's smeared with a sort of curry sauce sold as a currywurst. But that's no currywurst," Brandt said as he held up a package of his own sausages. "This here is a real currywurst."
Brandt said fans would simply have to try the different types and styles to determine their favorite.
"We have I don't know how many thousands of snack bars all over Berlin, East and West. Everyone does it differently. It doesn't taste the same anywhere, but it's still simply unique," Brandt said. "You have to try it."
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/euro-2024-currywurst-germany-sausage-efab9358aa0da30d6491d985085409a2
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    [image: FILE - Sir Ernest Shackleton, a noted explorer and writer, is shown as he arrived in New York on the Aquitania, on a hurried business trip to Canada, Jan. 30, 1921. The wreck of the last ship belonging to the famed explorer of Antarctica has been found off the coast of Canada by an international team led by the Royal Canadian Geographical Society. The Quest was found using sonar scans on Sunday evening, June 9, 2024, sitting on its keel under 390 meters of churning, frigid water. (AP Photo, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 7 | FILE - Sir Ernest Shackleton, a noted explorer and writer, is shown as he arrived in New York on the Aquitania, on a hurried business trip to Canada, Jan. 30, 1921. The wreck of the last ship belonging to the famed explorer of Antarctica has been found off the coast of Canada by an international team led by the Royal Canadian Geographical Society. The Quest was found using sonar scans on Sunday evening, June 9, 2024, sitting on its keel under 390 meters of churning, frigid water. (AP Photo, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by Canadian Geographic shows the Quest Expedition Team in Labrador, Canada, Sunday, June 9, 2024. The wreck of the last ship belonging to Sir Ernest Shackleton, an Irish-born British explorer of Antarctica has been found off the coast of Canada by the international team led by the Royal Canadian Geographical Society. The Quest was found using sonar scans on Sunday evening, sitting on its keel under 390 meters -- about 1,280 feet -- of churning, frigid water. (Jill Heinerth/Canadian Geographic via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 7 | This photo provided by Canadian Geographic shows the Quest Expedition Team in Labrador, Canada, Sunday, June 9, 2024. The wreck of the last ship belonging to Sir Ernest Shackleton, an Irish-born British explorer of Antarctica has been found off the coast of Canada by the international team led by the Royal Canadian Geographical Society. The Quest was found using sonar scans on Sunday evening, sitting on its keel under 390 meters -- about 1,280 feet -- of churning, frigid water. (Jill Heinerth/Canadian Geographic via AP)
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[image: This photo provided by the Royal Canadian Geographical Society shows the Quest ship sinking off the coast of Labrador, Canada, May 5, 1962. The wreck of the last ship belonging to Sir Ernest Shackleton, an Irish-born British explorer of Antarctica has been found off the coast of Canada by an international team led by the Royal Canadian Geographical Society. The Quest was found using sonar scans on Sunday evening, June 9, 2024. (Tore Topp/Royal Canadian Geographical Society via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 7 | This photo provided by the Royal Canadian Geographical Society shows the Quest ship sinking off the coast of Labrador, Canada, May 5, 1962. The wreck of the last ship belonging to Sir Ernest Shackleton, an Irish-born British explorer of Antarctica has been found off the coast of Canada by an international team led by the Royal Canadian Geographical Society. The Quest was found using sonar scans on Sunday evening, June 9, 2024. (Tore Topp/Royal Canadian Geographical Society via AP)
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[image: This photo provided by the Royal Canadian Geographical Society shows the Quest ship sinking off of Labrador, Canada, on May 5, 1962. The wreck of the last ship belonging to Sir Ernest Shackleton, an Irish-born British explorer of Antarctica has been found off the coast of Canada by an international team led by the Royal Canadian Geographical Society. The Quest was found using sonar scans on Sunday evening, June 9, 2024. (Tore Topp/Royal Canadian Geographical Society via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 7 | This photo provided by the Royal Canadian Geographical Society shows the Quest ship sinking off of Labrador, Canada, on May 5, 1962. The wreck of the last ship belonging to Sir Ernest Shackleton, an Irish-born British explorer of Antarctica has been found off the coast of Canada by an international team led by the Royal Canadian Geographical Society. The Quest was found using sonar scans on Sunday evening, June 9, 2024. (Tore Topp/Royal Canadian Geographical Society via AP)
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[image: In this sonar image provided by the Canadian Geographic shows the missing Quest ship sitting on its keel under water off the coast of Labrador, Canada, on Sunday, June 9, 2024. The wreck of the last ship belonging to Sir Ernest Shackleton, a famous Irish-born British explorer of Antarctica, has been found 62 years after it went missing. The wreck was found by an international team led by the Royal Canadian Geographical Society. (Canadian Geographic via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 7 | In this sonar image provided by the Canadian Geographic shows the missing Quest ship sitting on its keel under water off the coast of Labrador, Canada, on Sunday, June 9, 2024. The wreck of the last ship belonging to Sir Ernest Shackleton, a famous Irish-born British explorer of Antarctica, has been found 62 years after it went missing. The wreck was found by an international team led by the Royal Canadian Geographical Society. (Canadian Geographic via AP)
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[image: In this photo provided by Canadian Geographic shows Antoine Normandin, from left, Deputy Search Director, John Geiger, Expedition Leader and CEO, Royal Canadian Geographical Society and David Mearns, Search Director, Blue Water Recoveries Ltd. part of the team that located the missing Quest ship, in Labrador, Canada, Sunday, June 9, 2024. The wreck of the last ship belonging to Sir Ernest Shackleton, a famous Irish-born British explorer of Antarctica, has been found off the coast of Labrador in Canada, 62 years after it went missing. The wreck was found by an international team led by the Royal Canadian Geographical Society. (Jill Heinerth/Canadian Geographic via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 7 | In this photo provided by Canadian Geographic shows Antoine Normandin, from left, Deputy Search Director, John Geiger, Expedition Leader and CEO, Royal Canadian Geographical Society and David Mearns, Search Director, Blue Water Recoveries Ltd. part of the team that located the missing Quest ship, in Labrador, Canada, Sunday, June 9, 2024. The wreck of the last ship belonging to Sir Ernest Shackleton, a famous Irish-born British explorer of Antarctica, has been found off the coast of Labrador in Canada, 62 years after it went missing. The wreck was found by an international team led by the Royal Canadian Geographical Society. (Jill Heinerth/Canadian Geographic via AP)
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[image: In this photo provided by Canadian Geographic Craig Bulger, left, Project Engineer, Fisheries and Marine Institute Memorial University of Newfoundland and David Mearns, Search Director, Blue Water Recoveries Ltd. prepare to launch the side-scan sonar tow fish to search for the missing Quest ship off the coast of Labrador, Canada, Sunday, June 9, 2024. The wreck of the last ship belonging to Sir Ernest Shackleton, a famous Irish-born British explorer of Antarctica, has been found 62 years after it went missing. The wreck was found by an international team led by the Royal Canadian Geographical Society. (Jill Heinerth/Canadian Geographic via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 7 | In this photo provided by Canadian Geographic Craig Bulger, left, Project Engineer, Fisheries and Marine Institute Memorial University of Newfoundland and David Mearns, Search Director, Blue Water Recoveries Ltd. prepare to launch the side-scan sonar tow fish to search for the missing Quest ship off the coast of Labrador, Canada, Sunday, June 9, 2024. The wreck of the last ship belonging to Sir Ernest Shackleton, a famous Irish-born British explorer of Antarctica, has been found 62 years after it went missing. The wreck was found by an international team led by the Royal Canadian Geographical Society. (Jill Heinerth/Canadian Geographic via AP)
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    [image: FILE - Sir Ernest Shackleton, a noted explorer and writer, is shown as he arrived in New York on the Aquitania, on a hurried business trip to Canada, Jan. 30, 1921. The wreck of the last ship belonging to the famed explorer of Antarctica has been found off the coast of Canada by an international team led by the Royal Canadian Geographical Society. The Quest was found using sonar scans on Sunday evening, June 9, 2024, sitting on its keel under 390 meters of churning, frigid water. (AP Photo, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 7 | FILE - Sir Ernest Shackleton, a noted explorer and writer, is shown as he arrived in New York on the Aquitania, on a hurried business trip to Canada, Jan. 30, 1921. The wreck of the last ship belonging to the famed explorer of Antarctica has been found off the coast of Canada by an international team led by the Royal Canadian Geographical Society. The Quest was found using sonar scans on Sunday evening, June 9, 2024, sitting on its keel under 390 meters of churning, frigid water. (AP Photo, File)
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FILE - Sir Ernest Shackleton, a noted explorer and writer, is shown as he arrived in New York on the Aquitania, on a hurried business trip to Canada, Jan. 30, 1921. The wreck of the last ship belonging to the famed explorer of Antarctica has been found off the coast of Canada by an international team led by the Royal Canadian Geographical Society. The Quest was found using sonar scans on Sunday evening, June 9, 2024, sitting on its keel under 390 meters of churning, frigid water. (AP Photo, File)
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[image: This photo provided by Canadian Geographic shows the Quest Expedition Team in Labrador, Canada, Sunday, June 9, 2024. The wreck of the last ship belonging to Sir Ernest Shackleton, an Irish-born British explorer of Antarctica has been found off the coast of Canada by the international team led by the Royal Canadian Geographical Society. The Quest was found using sonar scans on Sunday evening, sitting on its keel under 390 meters -- about 1,280 feet -- of churning, frigid water. (Jill Heinerth/Canadian Geographic via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 7 | This photo provided by Canadian Geographic shows the Quest Expedition Team in Labrador, Canada, Sunday, June 9, 2024. The wreck of the last ship belonging to Sir Ernest Shackleton, an Irish-born British explorer of Antarctica has been found off the coast of Canada by the international team led by the Royal Canadian Geographical Society. The Quest was found using sonar scans on Sunday evening, sitting on its keel under 390 meters -- about 1,280 feet -- of churning, frigid water. (Jill Heinerth/Canadian Geographic via AP)
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[image: This photo provided by the Royal Canadian Geographical Society shows the Quest ship sinking off the coast of Labrador, Canada, May 5, 1962. The wreck of the last ship belonging to Sir Ernest Shackleton, an Irish-born British explorer of Antarctica has been found off the coast of Canada by an international team led by the Royal Canadian Geographical Society. The Quest was found using sonar scans on Sunday evening, June 9, 2024. (Tore Topp/Royal Canadian Geographical Society via AP)]
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[image: In this sonar image provided by the Canadian Geographic shows the missing Quest ship sitting on its keel under water off the coast of Labrador, Canada, on Sunday, June 9, 2024. The wreck of the last ship belonging to Sir Ernest Shackleton, a famous Irish-born British explorer of Antarctica, has been found 62 years after it went missing. The wreck was found by an international team led by the Royal Canadian Geographical Society. (Canadian Geographic via AP)]
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[image: In this photo provided by Canadian Geographic shows Antoine Normandin, from left, Deputy Search Director, John Geiger, Expedition Leader and CEO, Royal Canadian Geographical Society and David Mearns, Search Director, Blue Water Recoveries Ltd. part of the team that located the missing Quest ship, in Labrador, Canada, Sunday, June 9, 2024. The wreck of the last ship belonging to Sir Ernest Shackleton, a famous Irish-born British explorer of Antarctica, has been found off the coast of Labrador in Canada, 62 years after it went missing. The wreck was found by an international team led by the Royal Canadian Geographical Society. (Jill Heinerth/Canadian Geographic via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 7 | In this photo provided by Canadian Geographic shows Antoine Normandin, from left, Deputy Search Director, John Geiger, Expedition Leader and CEO, Royal Canadian Geographical Society and David Mearns, Search Director, Blue Water Recoveries Ltd. part of the team that located the missing Quest ship, in Labrador, Canada, Sunday, June 9, 2024. The wreck of the last ship belonging to Sir Ernest Shackleton, a famous Irish-born British explorer of Antarctica, has been found off the coast of Labrador in Canada, 62 years after it went missing. The wreck was found by an international team led by the Royal Canadian Geographical Society. (Jill Heinerth/Canadian Geographic via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 7
In this photo provided by Canadian Geographic shows Antoine Normandin, from left, Deputy Search Director, John Geiger, Expedition Leader and CEO, Royal Canadian Geographical Society and David Mearns, Search Director, Blue Water Recoveries Ltd. part of the team that located the missing Quest ship, in Labrador, Canada, Sunday, June 9, 2024. The wreck of the last ship belonging to Sir Ernest Shackleton, a famous Irish-born British explorer of Antarctica, has been found off the coast of Labrador in Canada, 62 years after it went missing. The wreck was found by an international team led by the Royal Canadian Geographical Society. (Jill Heinerth/Canadian Geographic via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photo provided by Canadian Geographic Craig Bulger, left, Project Engineer, Fisheries and Marine Institute Memorial University of Newfoundland and David Mearns, Search Director, Blue Water Recoveries Ltd. prepare to launch the side-scan sonar tow fish to search for the missing Quest ship off the coast of Labrador, Canada, Sunday, June 9, 2024. The wreck of the last ship belonging to Sir Ernest Shackleton, a famous Irish-born British explorer of Antarctica, has been found 62 years after it went missing. The wreck was found by an international team led by the Royal Canadian Geographical Society. (Jill Heinerth/Canadian Geographic via AP)]
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                                        ST. JOHN'S, Newfoundland (AP) -- The wreck of the last ship belonging to Sir Ernest Shackleton, a famous Irish-born British explorer of Antarctica, has been found off the coast of Labrador in Canada, 62 years after it went missing. The wreck was found by an international team led by the Royal Canadian Geographical Society.
The Quest was found using sonar scans on Sunday evening, sitting on its keel under 390 meters (1,280 feet) of churning, frigid water, the society said. Its towering mast is lying broken beside it, likely cracked off as the vessel was sucked into the depths after it struck ice on May 5, 1962.
"I heard that some Americans were interested in finding Quest, and I just had this picture in my mind of a few billionaires on yachts, up in the Labrador Sea," John Geiger, leader of the Shackleton Quest Expedition and the chief executive of the Royal Canadian Geographical Society, told an audience at the Memorial University's Marine Institute in St. John's, Newfoundland, on Wednesday.

    


"We've done it the right way. It's not about anyone's ego, it's about telling great stories and celebrating some of the finest human attributes," Geiger said.




He called the Quest a historically very important ship. 
Shackleton's death aboard the ship in 1922 marked the end of what historians consider the "heroic age" of Antarctic exploration. The explorer led three British expeditions to the Antarctic, and he was in the early stages of a fourth when he died of a heart attack. He was 47.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Norwegian-built Quest was a schooner-rigged steamship, and Shackleton bought it specifically to travel to Canada's High Arctic, Geiger said. But the Canadian government at the time axed those plans, and Shackleton decided to set sail once again for the Antarctic.
He died when it was just off South Georgia, east of the Falkland Islands in the South Atlantic. 

    


After the explorer's death, the Quest was used for Arctic research and then returned to its original intended use as a sealing vessel. It sank in 1962, after it was damaged by ice in the Labrador Sea while on a whaling trip.
The vessel appears to be in "incredible condition," though it was damaged when it slammed into the seabed, Geiger said.
It won't be brought to the surface -- that would be far too expensive, he added -- but it will be thoroughly documented and studied. A crew will likely head out some time before the end of summer to begin taking footage of the vessel with a remotely operated vehicle.
In 2022, researchers discovered another one of Shackleton's ships, the Endurance in 10,000 feet -- about 3,000 meters -- of icy water, a century after it was swallowed up by Antarctic ice. 
A team of marine archaeologists, engineers and other scientists used an icebreaker ship and underwater drones to locate the wreck at the bottom of the Weddell Sea, near the Antarctica Peninsula.
The expedition Endurance22 embarked from Cape Town, South Africa, in early February in a ship capable of breaking through 3-foot (1-meter)-thick ice.
The team, which included more than 100 researchers and crew members, deployed underwater drones that combed the seafloor for two weeks in the area where the ship was recorded to have sunk in 1915.
Shackleton never achieved his ambition to become the first person to cross Antarctica via the South Pole. In fact, he never set foot on the continent during the failed Endurance expedition, though he did visit Antarctica during earlier voyages.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/shipwreck-explorer-canada-quest-1b814ad4f88806980d687eeb7dce466b
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    [image: A SIM card is shown next to a cellphone in this photo taken on Tuesday, June 11, 2024 in London. Physical SIM cards are going away, replaced by eSIMs which make switching cell carriers easier. AP Photo/Kelvin Chan)]
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[image: A SIM card is shown in this photo taken on Monday, June 10, 2024 in London. Physical SIM cards are going away, replaced by eSIMs which make switching cell carriers easier. AP Photo/Kelvin Chan)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- For summer trips overseas, a smartphone is essential for most people. How else will you check Google Maps to find your Airbnb, post an Instagram video from the Eiffel Tower, or WhatsApp friends and family back home? 
Of course, if you're using apps that gobble up data while traveling in a foreign country, there's always a risk of racking up hefty roaming fees from your phone carrier. The solution? An international travel eSIM for your smartphone. 
How do you use this technology? Here are some tips. 
What's an eSIM? 
If you've ever bought a new cellphone, you're probably familiar with the SIM card. Short for subscriber identity module, the SIM is a little chip the size of a fingernail that fits into a slot on most phones. Without it, you couldn't get cell service because it contains your account information and phone number. 
But physical SIM cards are slowly being replaced by eSIMs -- the e stands for embedded -- built into newer phones. These digital versions do the same thing and can make life easier, though people used to physical SIMs might find them confusing at first. 

    


Why should I use an eSIM? 

They make switching cell carriers easier. And if you've bought a new phone recently, you might not even have a choice: Apple got rid of the SIM card tray starting with the iPhone 14 released in September 2022.




They're especially beneficial for travelers. If you've got a compatible cellphone, you can add an eSIM from a virtual carrier that has better data roaming rates than your home network. Many phones will allow you to add more than one eSIM, making it easy to switch back and forth, or -- for phones with the capability -- use two at the same time. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Think of the convenience: Gone are the days of arriving in a strange country after a long flight, looking for a local phone company's airport kiosk, carefully popping open the SIM tray with a pin to swap in the new chip, and trying not to lose the existing one. 

    


Where do I get a roaming eSIM and how much will I pay? 

The eSIM market is booming. Kester Mann, director of consumer research at CCS Insight, says there are dozens of providers that can be found online, with names like Nomad, Holafly, Easysim, Airhub and Airalo. 
"These guys have a role to play because I think they offer a very affordable and attractive opportunity for international travelers," Mann said. 
The boom means there's plenty of competition keeping rates low. Prices are typically clearly displayed online, either through a menu of packages on the provider's website or a calculator based on the amount of data needed and trip length. 
Some 800 carriers support eSIMs, according to CCS, so international coverage is extensive. Many eSIM providers offer packages based on country or region, so you can check which ones have good rates for the place you'll be visiting and sign up in advance. Traveling to Europe and need data for a month covering 30 countries? Airalo offers, for example, 10 gigabytes at $37 while Holafly's package has unlimited data for 69 euros ($75). 
For an upcoming trip to Prague, I bought 5 gigabytes of data for just $5 from Global Yo. I was slightly put off by some negative reviews professing problems buying, installing or activating the company's eSIMs, but I didn't have any problems myself. 

    


How do I put an eSIM on my phone? 
You'll need a phone that's unlocked for use with different wireless carriers. 
If you're not setting up a new phone, the typical activation method is with a QR code, or a more conventional string of numbers and letters. If you're planning a trip and buy one before you leave, it's a good idea to print out the code if you don't want to activate right away. 
For iPhones, go to your Settings menu, then to either the Cellular or Mobile Service section, then tap Add eSIM. You'll be prompted to scan the code, or manually enter it. The process is similar for Android users. Samsung has a guide for Galaxy devices, and Google has a help page for Pixel users, while eSIM carriers have step-by-step instructions. Apple has a YouTube video, as well as tip sheets on using eSIMs for international travel and on using two eSIMs simultaneously. 
If you've got a phone that supports dual eSIMs, you "can pick potentially the best network based on price and or coverage" while traveling, said Mann. 

    


Some carriers have their own apps to manage eSIMs and track data usage. 
How do I know if my cellphone can use an eSIM? 
More than 200 devices support the technology, CCS Insight says. U.K. phone company Vodafone has a list of compatible devices. Or dial *#06# -- an EID code indicates it's compatible. 
For iPhone users, it's any model released since the XS, XS Max or XR, as well as recent iPads. They're compatible with any Samsung Galaxy devices released since 2020, and Google Pixel 4 and newer models will work; some Pixel 3 devices also support them. 
Does it always make sense to use a travel eSIM?
First check your own carrier's roaming costs for the places you're visiting. Sometimes it's not worth it.
"Roaming costs these days are far lower and less prohibitive than they once were," said Mann. They've even been abolished for European Union residents crossing the 27-nation bloc's internal borders. But travelers in Britain, which has left the EU, are facing them again for travel to the continent. 

    


___
Is there a tech challenge you need help figuring out? Write to us at [email protected] with your questions.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/esim-iphone-android-cellphone-travel-tech-tip-eb192d2a7830ce901e4cab9389958e56



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    After several near-misses on airport runways, a tech company revives work on a hazard-warning system | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



After several near-misses on airport runways, a tech company revives work on a hazard-warning system

    After several near-misses on airport runways, a tech company revives work on a hazard-warning system

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Honeywell test pilots Joe Duval, left, and Clint Coatney fly a Boeing 757 test aircraft demonstrating runway hazard warning systems over the airport in Tyler, Texas, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (AP Photo/LM Otero)]
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[image: A jet sits on a runway creating a hazard seen from a Boeing 757 test aircraft on landing approach to demonstrate runway hazard warning systems over the airport in Tyler, Texas, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (AP Photo/LM Otero)]
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[image: Honeywell test pilot Joe Duval, left, pulls a Boeing 757 test aircraft out of a landing approach demonstrating runway hazard warning systems over the airport in Tyler, Texas, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (AP Photo/LM Otero)]
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[image: Honeywell test pilot Joe Duval pulls a Boeing 757 test aircraft out of a landing approach demonstrating runway hazard warning systems at the airport in Tyler, Texas, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (AP Photo/LM Otero)]
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[image: A jet sits on a runway creating a hazard, seen from a Boeing 757 test aircraft cockpit demonstrating runway hazard warning systems, at the airport in Tyler, Texas, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (AP Photo/LM Otero)]
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[image: A jet crosses a runway creating a hazard, seen from a Boeing 757 test aircraft cockpit demonstrating runway hazard warning systems, at the airport in Tyler, Texas, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (AP Photo/LM Otero)]
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    [image: Honeywell test pilots Joe Duval, left, and Clint Coatney fly a Boeing 757 test aircraft demonstrating runway hazard warning systems over the airport in Tyler, Texas, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (AP Photo/LM Otero)]
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            2 of 8 | Honeywell test pilots Joe Duval, left, and Clint Coatney fly a Boeing 757 test aircraft demonstrating runway hazard warning systems over the airport in Tyler, Texas, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (AP Photo/LM Otero)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 8
Honeywell test pilots Joe Duval, left, and Clint Coatney fly a Boeing 757 test aircraft demonstrating runway hazard warning systems over the airport in Tyler, Texas, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (AP Photo/LM Otero)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A jet sits on a runway creating a hazard seen from a Boeing 757 test aircraft on landing approach to demonstrate runway hazard warning systems over the airport in Tyler, Texas, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (AP Photo/LM Otero)]
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[image: Honeywell test pilot Joe Duval, left, pulls a Boeing 757 test aircraft out of a landing approach demonstrating runway hazard warning systems over the airport in Tyler, Texas, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (AP Photo/LM Otero)]
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[image: Honeywell test pilot Joe Duval pulls a Boeing 757 test aircraft out of a landing approach demonstrating runway hazard warning systems at the airport in Tyler, Texas, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (AP Photo/LM Otero)]
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[image: Honeywell test pilot Joe Duval pulls a Boeing 757 test aircraft out of a landing approach demonstrating runway hazard warning systems over the airport in Tyler, Texas, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (AP Photo/LM Otero)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 8 | Honeywell test pilot Joe Duval pulls a Boeing 757 test aircraft out of a landing approach demonstrating runway hazard warning systems over the airport in Tyler, Texas, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (AP Photo/LM Otero)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 8
Honeywell test pilot Joe Duval pulls a Boeing 757 test aircraft out of a landing approach demonstrating runway hazard warning systems over the airport in Tyler, Texas, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (AP Photo/LM Otero)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A jet sits on a runway creating a hazard, seen from a Boeing 757 test aircraft cockpit demonstrating runway hazard warning systems, at the airport in Tyler, Texas, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (AP Photo/LM Otero)]
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A jet sits on a runway creating a hazard, seen from a Boeing 757 test aircraft cockpit demonstrating runway hazard warning systems, at the airport in Tyler, Texas, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (AP Photo/LM Otero)
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[image: A jet crosses a runway creating a hazard, seen from a Boeing 757 test aircraft cockpit demonstrating runway hazard warning systems, at the airport in Tyler, Texas, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. (AP Photo/LM Otero)]
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                                        DALLAS (AP) -- As a Delta Air Lines jet began roaring down a runway, an air traffic controller at New York's John F. Kennedy International Airport suddenly blurted out an expletive, then ordered the pilots to stop their takeoff roll.
The controller saw an American Airlines plane mistakenly crossing the same runway, into the path of the accelerating Delta jet. JFK is one of only 35 U.S. airports with the equipment to track planes and vehicles on the ground. The system alerted the airport control tower to the danger, possibly saving lives last year.
The National Transportation Safety Board and many independent experts say pilots should get warnings without waiting precious seconds to get word from controllers. Just last week, the NTSB recommended that the Federal Aviation Administration collaborate with manufacturers to develop technology for alerting pilots directly.

    


Honeywell International, a conglomerate with a big aerospace business, has been working on such an early-warning system for about 15 years and thinks it is close to a finished product. The company gave a demonstration during a test flight last week. As pilot Joe Duval aimed a Boeing 757 for a runway in Tyler, Texas, a warning appeared on his display and sounded in the cockpit: "Traffic on runway!"




The system had detected a business jet that was just appearing as a speck on the runway about a mile away -- ground the Boeing would cover in a matter of seconds.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Duval tilted the plane's nose up and pushed the throttle forward into a G-force-inducing climb, safely away from the Dassault Falcon 900 below.
Honeywell officials claim their technology would have alerted the Delta pilots who had the January 2023 near-miss at JFK 13 seconds before the air traffic controller screamed the expletive and told them to stop their takeoff. Merely removing the need for a controller to relay the warning from ground-based systems could be critical.

    


"Those are microseconds, but they are enough to make a difference," Michael McCormick, a former FAA official who now teaches air-traffic management at Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University in Florida, said. "Providing alerts directly to the cockpit is the next step. This puts the tool in the hands of the pilot who actually has control of the aircraft. This technology is a game-changer."
Honeywell plans to layer the cockpit-alert system on top of technology that is already in wide use and warns pilots if they fly too low.
Incidents like the one at JFK are called runway incursions -- a plane or ground vehicle is on a runway when it shouldn't be. Some incursions are caused by pilots entering a runway without clearance from air traffic controllers. In other cases, there isn't enough spacing between planes that are landing or taking off, which can be the fault of pilots or controllers.
The number of incursions fell during the coronavirus pandemic and has not returned to the recent peaks of more than 2,000 incidents recorded in both 2016 and 2017. However, the most serious ones -- where a collision was narrowly avoided or there was a "significant potential" for a crash -- have been rising since 2017. There were 23 in the United States last year, up from 16 in 2022, according to FAA statistics.

    


Reducing incursions has always been a priority for FAA "because that's where the greatest risk lies in the aviation system," said McCormick, the former FAA official. 
The worst accident in aviation history occurred in 1977 on the Spanish island of Tenerife, when a KLM 747 began its takeoff roll while a Pan Am 747 was still on the runway; 583 people died when the planes collided in thick fog. 
Earlier this year, a Japan Airlines jet landing in Tokyo collided with a Japanese coast guard plane that was preparing to take off. Five crew members on the coast guard plane died, but all 379 people on board the airliner escaped before it was destroyed by fire. 
The FAA has paid for airport improvements designed to reduce incursions, such as reconfiguring confusing taxiways. It has also paid for technology to alert people in the control tower when a plane is lined up to land on a taxiway instead of a runway. 

    


That type of landing error nearly happened in 2017 in San Francisco, when an Air Canada jet pulled up at the last second to avoid crashing into four jets on the taxiway that were carrying about 1,000 passengers between them.
The FAA is also rolling out more simulators for controllers to practice directing traffic during times of low visibility. The NTSB last week recommended that the FAA require annual refresher training. The suggestion came after the NTSB determined that a controller who nearly caused a catastrophic crash between a FedEx plane and a Southwest Airlines jet during heavy fog in Austin, Texas, last year had not trained for low-visibility conditions in at least two years.

    


The NTSB's examination of the February 2023 close call in Austin also renewed attention on technology to provide cockpit warnings of possible incursions and included a brief reference to the system Honeywell is developing. The FAA has not certified the system, which Honeywell calls "Surf-A" for surface alerts, but the company thinks certification could happen in the next 18 months. 
The FAA's best technology against runway incursions is a system called ASDE-X that lets controllers track planes and vehicles on the ground. But it is expensive, so it's only at 35 of the 520 U.S. airports with a control tower.
"Some people thought ASDE-X was the solution," former NTSB Chairman Robert Sumwalt said. "The problem is, there are a lot more than 35 air-carrier airports. A product (that warns pilots in the cockpit) goes to every airport that the airplane goes to."
Honeywell, which is based in Charlotte, North Carolina, began working on a cockpit warning system around 2008 and tried to convince airlines to support the idea, but it says it found no takers. The company suspended the project when the pandemic devastated aviation in 2020.
Then, as air travel recovered early last year, there were a series of high-profile close calls between planes at major U.S. airports, including the ones at JFK and Austin-Bergstrom International Airport.
"Traffic was picking up. You were having more of the near-misses," said Thea Feyereisen, part of the Honeywell team working on the system. The timing was right to revive the warning system.
"Previously, when we would talk to airlines, they were not interested. Last year, we go talk to the airlines again, and now they're interested," she said.
Still, Honeywell doesn't have a launch customer, and company officials won't say how much it would cost to outfit a plane.
Feyereisen was asked if the system would have prevented the close calls in New York and Austin.
"What our lawyers tell us to say (is) we reduce the risk of a runway incursion. We provide the pilot more time to make a decision" whether to, for example, call off a landing and fly around the airport instead, she said. "Still, the pilot needs to make a decision."
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What happened to the likes? X is now hiding which posts you like from other users

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Computer monitors and a laptop display the X, formerly known as Twitter, sign-in page, July 24, 2023, in Belgrade, Serbia. X's engineering team said it would be ]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Computer monitors and a laptop display the X, formerly known as Twitter, sign-in page, July 24, 2023, in Belgrade, Serbia. X's engineering team said it would be "making Likes private for everyone to better protect your privacy" -- that means that users will still be able to see their own likes, but others will not -- putting an end to a feature that many long-used. The change went into effect Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Social media platform X is now hiding your likes.
In an update posted on the platform formerly known as Twitter earlier this week, X's engineering team said it would be "making Likes private for everyone to better protect your privacy." That means that users will still be able to see their own likes, but others will not -- putting an end to a feature that many had long used.
The change went into effect Wednesday. As of the afternoon, the "Likes" tab appeared to only be available on users' own profile page. But when visiting other accounts, that tab is no longer available. 
Users also received a pop-up notification that seemed to suggest the change would result in more user engagement.
"Liking more posts will make your 'For you' feed better," the message read.
According to the engineering team's update, like counts and other metrics for a user's own posts will still show up under notifications. Posts still appear to show how many likes they have -- but the author will be the only person who can see a list of those who liked it.

    


The option to hide likes was previously just available to paying Premium subscribers. When X announced that option in September, it said users could "keep spicy likes private by hiding your likes tab."




The hidden like count is one of many changes that have come to the platform since billionaire Elon Musk purchased it for $44 billion in 2022. Beyond a new name and logo, other changes include doing away with the once-coveted blue checks for non-Premium users -- and then restoring them to some.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The in-app changes have seen mixed receptions on the platform. In the early days of X stripping the verification badges from prominent officials and news organizations, for example, many voiced misinformation concerns. The platform has also faced both rising user and advertiser pushback amid ongoing concerns about content moderation and hate speech on the San Francisco-based platform, which some researchers say has been on the rise under Musk.
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    [image: FILE - Tesla CEO Elon Musk leaves the Tesla Gigafactory for electric cars after a visit in Gruenheide near Berlin, Germany, March 13, 2024. If Tesla shareholders vote against restoring Elon Musk's $44.9 billion pay package that was tossed out by a Delaware judge, the CEO could deliver on threats to take artificial intelligence research to another firm, or even leave Tesla. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi, File)]
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                                        SAN FRANCISCO (AP) -- Elon Musk has dropped his lawsuit against OpenAI just ahead of a scheduled Wednesday hearing on the case.
Musk in February sued the San Francisco artificial intelligence company and its CEO Sam Altman over what he said was a betrayal of the ChatGPT maker's founding aims of benefiting humanity rather than pursuing profits.
In the lawsuit filed in February at San Francisco Superior Court, billionaire Musk said that when he bankrolled OpenAI's creation, he secured an agreement with Altman and Greg Brockman, the president, to keep the AI company as a nonprofit that would develop technology for the benefit of the public and keep its code open instead of walling it off for private gain.
However, by embracing a close relationship with Microsoft, OpenAI and its top executives set that pact "aflame" and are "perverting" the company's mission, Musk alleged in the lawsuit.

    


Most legal experts said Musk's claims -- centered around allegations of breach of contract, breach of fiduciary duty and unfair business practices -- were unlikely to succeed in court. Musk's lawyer filed a notice Tuesday seeking to dismiss the entire case. No explanation was given for why it was being dropped.




Neither Musk nor anyone representing him in the case showed up at a status hearing Wednesday.
Musk's lawyers and OpenAI didn't immediately respond to requests for comment. OpenAI vowed in March to get the claim thrown out and released emails from Musk showing his earlier support for making it a for-profit company.
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    [image: FILE - Jerry Gan, CEO of Geely Auto Group unveils the Galaxy Starship a new technology flagship AI-driven SUV prototype during Auto China 2024 in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. The European Union threatened on Wednesday, june 12, 2024, to hike tariffs on Chinese electric vehicles, escalating a trade dispute over Beijing's subsidies for the exports that Brussels worries is hurting domestic automakers. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan, File)]
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[image: FILE - Visitors look at cars at the BYD booth during the China Auto Show in Beijing, China, Friday, April 26, 2024. The European Union threatened on Wednesday, june 12, 2024, to hike tariffs on Chinese electric vehicles, escalating a trade dispute over Beijing's subsidies for the exports that Brussels worries is hurting domestic automakers. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana, File)]
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                                        FRANKFURT, Germany (AP) -- The European Union moved Wednesday to hike tariffs, or import taxes, on electric vehicles made in China. EVs are the latest flash point in a broader trade dispute over Chinese government subsidies and the Asian nation's burgeoning exports of green technology to the 27-nation bloc. 
Here are some basic facts about the EU's planned tariffs: 
What did the European Union do? 
The European Commission, the EU's executive arm, said the preliminary results of its ongoing investigation into Chinese EV subsidies show that the country's battery electric vehicle "value chain" benefits from "unfair subsidization" that hurts EU rivals. It plans to impose provisional tariffs of up to 38.1% on electric vehicles shipped from China. That's on top of the 10% duties for all imported EVs. 
The commission took aim at three of the biggest Chinese EV players in Europe, saying it would impose extra duties of 17.4% on electric cars from BYD, 20% on those from Geely and 38.1% for vehicles exported by China's state-owned SAIC. 

    


Geely owns a stable of popular brands, including Polestar, British sports car maker Lotus and Sweden's Volvo, while SAIC owns Britain's MG, one of Europe's bestselling EV brands. 




Other EV manufacturers in China would be subject to duties of at least 21%. 
The commission said it has reached out to Chinese authorities to "explore possible ways to resolve the issues" but if those discussions don't result in an effective solution, the duties will take effect on July 4. 
Why did the commission take action? 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The value of battery-powered cars imported to Europe skyrocketed from $1.6 billion in 2020 to $11.5 billion last year, according to research firm Rhodium Group. Most of the imports are from Western automakers with factories in China, including Tesla and BMW. 
But EU officials complain Chinese's homegrown automakers are poised to gobble up market share by undercutting European car brands on price thanks to Beijing's massive subsidies.

    


EU officials fear unfairly subsidized imports will hurt Europe's manufacturers and the continent's green tech industries. European countries subsidize electric cars, too. The question in trade disputes is whether subsidies are fair and available to all carmakers or distort the market in favor of one side.
The planned tariffs are aimed at leveling the playing field by approximating the size of the excess or unfair subsidies available to Chinese carmakers. The commission didn't single out Western auto brands, but mentioned that Tesla might get an "individually calculated" rate if duties are definitively imposed. 
How do the EU tariffs compare to ones announced by the U.S.? 

The Biden administration is raising tariffs on Chinese EVs to 100% from the current 25% The U.S. currently imports very few Chinese cars, but like the European Commission, the administration worries that subsidies hurt domestic companies and cost jobs. 
The U.S. tariffs block virtually all Chinese EV imports. In contrast, the European Union needs affordable electric cars from abroad to achieve its goals of cutting greenhouse gas emissions by 55% by 2030. 
Just how cheap are Chinese EVs? 
Chinese carmakers have learned to make electric vehicles cheaply amid ferocious price competition at home in the world's largest car market. BYD's Seal U Comfort model sells for the equivalent of 21,769 euros ($23,370) in China but 41,990 euros ($45,078) in Europe, according to Rhodium Group figures. The base model of BYD's compact Seagull, due to arrive in Europe next year, sells for the equivalent of around $10,000 in China.

    


As long as a competitive business environment is fair, cheaper Chinese cars benefit consumers and push European carmakers to lower their prices and improve their offerings, according to Niclas Poitiers, a trade expert at the Bruegel think tank in Brussels. "They are very cost-competitive and increase the pressure on other manufacturers that have been dragging their heels," he said.
It's the unfair access to subsidies that Europe objects to. "An EU green policy that would lead to the demise of domestic manufacturers because of unfair competition would not be politically sustainable," Poitiers said. 

    


How does China support its electric car industry?
In China's "market socialist" economy, state-owned companies play a leading role. The government also guides and supports privately owned companies to achieve Beijing's economic development goals. 
For EVs, that includes orders for government fleets, low-interest loans from state-owned banks, cheap land for factories from local governments, tax breaks, and subsidized raw materials and parts from state-owned industries.
The various forms of financial help complicate the EU's case because it's difficult to gather data on some of the practices. The EU indicated it selected BYD, Geely and SAIC as a sample to calculate the duties. Other manufacturers in China that cooperated with the investigation but weren't sampled will face extra duties of 21%, while those that didn't cooperate will be hit with the 38.1% rate, the commission said. 

    


What does this mean for European drivers and carmakers? 
Chinese cars are likely to cost more, reducing pressure on European carmakers to keep their prices down. But Chinese companies are able to make cars so cheaply they might still be able to sell at a profit, even with duties as high as 30%. 
European carmakers that manufacture electric vehicles in China might wind up as collateral damage. They get some government support in China but less than their Chinese competitors.
Five of BYD's six models would still earn a profit in Europe even at a 30% tariff, according to Rhodium Group calculations. Meanwhile a China-made Tesla Model 3 would sell at a loss. 
Duties at the 15-30% level could "wipe out the business model for foreign players such as BMW and Tesla, which are using China as a base for exporting to Europe," the Rhodium Group said in a report.
How is China likely to react? 
China is almost certain to retaliate and to pressure European officials to negotiate. The China Chamber of Commerce to the EU warned that Beijing could raise duties on cars with engines larger than 2.5 liters, a move that could affect German luxury carmakers such as Volkswagen's Porsche.
Beijing lashed out after the European Commission unveiled its plans. The higher tariffs are "a naked act of protectionism, creating and escalating trade friction, and 'destroying fair competition' in the name of 'safeguarding fair competition,'" the Commerce Ministry said. It urged the EU to "rectify its wrongdoings immediately" and said China would "resolutely take all necessary measures," without elaborating.
Yet the impact may be smaller than feared, according to analysts at research firm Sanford C. Bernstein.
Mercedes-Benz, BMW and Volkswagen now make most of the cars they sell in China at factories there. Only 2% of Volkswagen's China sales are imports and thus vulnerable to higher tariffs; it's 15% for BMW and 19% for Mercedes-Benz.
European cars at risk of getting slapped with Chinese tariffs tend to be luxury vehicles that bring juicy profits, like Mercedes' S-Class vehicles and BMW's X6 and X7. However, such cars cater to rich customers who might be inclined to pay higher prices "as long as their purchase behavior is not deemed to be unpatriotic," the Bernstein analysts noted.
Over the longer term, Chinese carmakers could avoid tariffs by making cars in Europe. BYD is building a plant in Hungary, while Chery has a joint venture to build cars in Spain's Catalonia region.
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WeWork has emerged from bankruptcy. What's next for the co-working office space provider?
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- WeWork has officially emerged from bankruptcy. And all eyes are on whether its new leadership can guide the long-embattled provider of co-working office space to success.
Once a Wall Street darling promising to revolutionize the world of work, WeWork took a stunning -- but anticipated -- fall last November when it filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection. Early overexpansion shackled WeWork with mounting debt and unsustainable real estate costs, and the New York-based company turned to restructuring in a bid to resurrect its business.
WeWork emerged from the restructuring, which took effect Tuesday after being finalized in court last month, as a private company. That means its future financial disclosures will be limited, but the company says it's shed more than $4 billion in debt, raised $400 million of additional equity capital, and cut future lease obligations in half -- which it expects to bring some $12 billion in future savings.

    


WeWork's real estate footprint also got smaller. The company exited 170 "unprofitable" locations -- bringing its portfolio to about 600 wholly owned, franchisee and joint-venture locations in 37 countries. That's down from around 770 locations across 39 countries reported ahead of November's Chapter 11 filing.
"They rejected a great deal (of leases), so it's obviously going to put WeWork in a much better position in terms of being lean enough ... to exit bankruptcy and operate without so much crushing overhead," said John D. Giampolo, a member partner at New York-based law firm Rosenberg & Estis who specializes in corporate bankruptcy reorganization and represented several landlords and creditors in WeWork's bankruptcy case.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Still, the future is uncertain. "Is it going to be enough so that WeWork becomes sufficiently profitable long-term?" Giampolo added. "I think only time is going to tell."

    


The company's new leadership is also being watched. Corresponding with Tuesday's announcement about emerging from bankruptcy, WeWork revealed that David Tolley has stepped down as CEO and is being replaced by John Santora, of real estate company Cushman & Wakefield, effective Wednesday.




Santora is the fourth permanent CEO that WeWork has seen over the last five years. His predecessor Tolley, who joined WeWork just last year, became interim CEO in May 2023 -- a position that became permanent in October.
In a prepared statement, Santora sounded an optimistic note about the company's role in the co-working space.
"I firmly believe that flexible work is no longer just an option, but rather a strategic imperative for companies wanting to maximize the efficiency of their real estate footprint, as well as their dynamic workforce," he stated.
Beyond the new chief executive appointment, WeWork also unveiled a new board of directors. More than half of the new members come from real estate software company Yardi Systems, which agreed to acquire a majority stake in WeWork through its wholly owned subsidiary Cupar Grimmond during bankruptcy proceedings.

    


Commercial real estate experts like David Putro, senior vice president at Morningstar Credit Analytics, note that demand for co-working spaces remains strong -- and, while WeWork is still the biggest name in the market today, many competitors have popped up over the years. Still, he and others add, having a sustainable business model and keeping up with consumers' evolving needs is crucial.
While post-pandemic return-to-office efforts have taken "forever to truly manifest" for many workers, Putro says, demand for co-working spaces should be a sizeable part of that conversation.
Still, WeWork's reemergence from bankruptcy also arrives at a time when demand for office space remains weak overall. The COVID-19 pandemic led to rising vacancies in commercial real estate -- with many Americans still spending at least part of the week working from home. Major U.S. markets struggling to improve office space occupancy include San Francisco, New York, Chicago and Washington, D.C.
That makes it even harder for landlords who may have lost major tenants, like WeWork, to fill their spaces again. 

    


"We're still seeing the residual effects," said Putro, whose team has tracked WeWork locations that have been shuttered or seen leases terminated both before and after the company's bankruptcy filing. "In some cases, that means (potentially) losing a building."
WeWork was founded by Adam Neumann and Miguel McKelvey in 2010. In its early years, the startup saw a meteoric rise -- once reaching a valuation as high as $47 billion -- but over time, WeWork's operating expenses soared and the company relied on repeated cash infusions from private investors.
WeWork went public in October 2021, after its first attempt to do so two years earlier collapsed spectacularly. That debacle led to the ousting of Neumann, whose erratic behavior and exorbitant spending spooked early investors. During the bankruptcy process, Neumann himself made a bid to buy back the company, but eventfully accepted defeat.
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                    If Tesla shareholders vote to approve Elon Musk's $44.9 billion pay package that was thrown out by a Delaware judge in January, it would almost guarantee he would remain at the company he grew to be the world leader in electric vehicles, shifting to AI and robotics including autonomous vehicles, which Musk says is Tesla's future.
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    [image: FILE - Tesla CEO Elon Musk leaves the Tesla Gigafactory for electric cars after a visit in Gruenheide near Berlin, Germany, March 13, 2024. If Tesla shareholders vote against restoring Elon Musk's $44.9 billion pay package that was tossed out by a Delaware judge, the CEO could deliver on threats to take artificial intelligence research to another firm, or even leave Tesla. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi, File)]
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                                        DETROIT (AP) -- If Tesla shareholders vote against restoring Elon Musk's $44.9 billion pay package Thursday, the CEO could deliver on threats to take artificial intelligence research to one of his other companies. Or he could even could walk away.
If they approve the all-stock compensation package that was thrown out by a Delaware judge in January, it would almost guarantee he would remain at the company he grew to be the world leader in electric vehicles, shifting to AI and robotics including autonomous vehicles, which Musk says is Tesla's future.
But even with reapproval at Thursday's annual shareholders' meeting, which many analysts say is likely, there would be uncertainty. Musk has threatened on X, his social media platform, to develop AI elsewhere if he doesn't get a 25% stake in Tesla (He owns about 13% now). Musk's xAI recently received $6 billion in funding to develop artificial intelligence. 

    


Wedbush Analyst Dan Ives said he expects the package to be overwhelmingly reapproved, ending a lot of uncertainty with Musk. "This issue has been an overhang on Tesla's stock, and this will be important to move this distraction in the rearview mirror," Ives wrote in a note to investors.




Shares of Tesla Inc. have slumped more than 30% this year with the company warning of "notably lower" sales growth in 2024.
Also on the shareholder ballot is the related issue of moving the electric vehicle maker's legal home out of Delaware to Texas. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The move is designed to escape from the Delaware court's oversight and possibly a ruling from Chancellor Kathaleen St. Jude McCormick that invalidated Musk's pay package. In a January opinion on a shareholder lawsuit, the judge determined that Musk controlled the Tesla board and is not entitled to the landmark package once worth nearly $56 billion.
Multiple institutional investors have come out against that sizeable payout, some citing falling vehicle sales, price cuts and the tumbling Tesla stock price. But Tesla's top five institutional shareholders, Vanguard, BlackRock, State Street, Geode Capital, and Capital Research either said they don't announce their votes or wouldn't comment. They control about 17% of the votes. 

    


Erik Gordon, a business and law professor at the University of Michigan, said individual shareholders are likely to vote for the package, and they own more than half of Tesla's shares.
One institutional investor who came out against the package is California's State Teachers Retirement System. The large pension fund said Tuesday that it would vote against Musk's pay "based on its sheer magnitude, and because the award would be extremely dilutive to shareholders. We also have concerns with the lack of focus on profitability for the company."
In May, two big shareholder advisory firms, ISS and Glass Lewis, recommended voting against the package. 
But Tesla and Musk have unleashed a furious lobbying effort to get the package approved, in posts on X, television appearances and in proxy filings with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission.

    


"Only 2 days left to protect & help grow the value of your investment in $TSLA by voting FOR ratification of the 2018 CEO Performance Award," Tesla posted on X early Tuesday.
Tesla Chairwoman Robyn Denholm, in a letter to shareholders, wrote that the package was approved by 73% of the vote six years ago. "Because the Delaware Court second-guessed your decision, Elon has not been paid for any of his work for Tesla for the past six years that has helped to generate significant growth and stockholder value. That strikes us -- and the many stockholders from whom we already have heard -- as fundamentally unfair, and inconsistent with the will of the stockholders who voted for it," she wrote.
Tesla has said the 2018 award incentivized Musk to create over $735 billion in value for shareholders in the six years since it was approved.
If Tesla finalizes the vote on moving the company's legal home to Texas before the vote on Musk's pay package, and it manages to file the paperwork in Austin and get approval of the move, then the effect of the Delaware court ruling could be in doubt. Reapproval of the pay package would then be done as a Texas corporation and could fall under the purview of Texas courts.

    


Anticipating a quick move by Tesla, lawyers for the shareholder who filed the lawsuit seeking to block Musk's pay deal, Richard Tornetta, filed motions in Delaware last month seeking an order stopping Tesla from trying to move the case. Tesla responded in letters to the judge that there is no cause for such concerns because they won't seek a move. Besides, Tesla would still be a Delaware corporation at the time of this week's shareholder vote, they wrote.
In an order denying Tornetta's motions, Chancellor McCormick wrote that she interprets Tesla's letters to mean it has no intention of relocating the case to Texas. "The defendants' statements give me great comfort," she wrote.

    


Eric Talley, a Columbia University law professor, said the lawyers are unlikely to try to move the case because their livelihood is handling business cases in Delaware courts.
But it's also possible that the unpredictable Musk could change lawyers.
McCormick, Talley said, is telling the lawyers "OK, I'm going to believe you, but I'm going to be really irritated if this is a big send up for these things that you said you're not going to do."
Talley, who also is a Tesla shareholder and said at present he plans to vote against Musk's pay, expects Tesla to follow through with appealing McCormick's ruling to the Delaware Supreme Court. 
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                                        KAMPALA, Uganda (AP) -- The University of Cambridge has repatriated more than three dozen traditional artifacts to Uganda in a major act of restitution welcomed by the local officials who sought them.
Some of the objects were shown exclusively to AP journalists on Wednesday. The British university returned the 39 items, which range from tribal regalia to delicate pottery, to the East African country on Saturday.
The items remain the property of the collection of the Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology at Cambridge, which is loaning them to Uganda for an initial period of three years, said Mark Elliott, the museum's senior curator in anthropology.
Elliott described it as "very much a museum-to-museum collaboration" that stems from years of talks about the possibility of returning objects deemed "exceptionally powerful and exceptionally sensitive to communities whose belongings they were."

    


The objects, selected by Ugandan curators, represent a small fraction of about 1,500 ethnographic objects from Uganda that Cambridge has owned for a century. Cambridge acquired most as donations from private collections, and many were given by an Anglican missionary active in Uganda in the 1890s and early 20th century.




Uganda was declared a British protectorate in 1894. Independence came in 1962.
"It's about putting these objects back in the hands of the Ugandan people," Elliott said. "These objects have been away from home for so long."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The next step is to "research their contemporary significance and to help make decisions about their future," he said.
The Uganda Museum in the capital, Kampala, is expected to put on a temporary exhibition of the objects next year.
Uganda's agreement with Cambridge is renewable, allowing for the possibility of a permanent loan and perhaps local ownership, said Jackline Nyiracyiza, Ugandan government commissioner in charge of museums and monuments.

    


"Sixty years that have passed for us now to get 39 objects," she said. "We are working now with the Cambridge team to ... see that we talk to other museums and be able to repatriate others maybe next year or within the near future."
Ugandan officials, seeking such restitution, first traveled to Cambridge in 2022 as more African governments started to demand accountability over items of aesthetic or cultural value that were looted before and during the colonial era.
Elsewhere in Africa, including the West African nation of Nigeria, there have been successful restitution events in recent years.
Nelson Abiti, principal curator of the Uganda Museum, spoke of the Cambridge deal as a breakthrough that could prove exemplary for other museums with ethnographic items from Uganda.
"This is the biggest single movement of objects returned to the African continent" in recent years, Abiti asserted.
Still, restitution remains a struggle for African governments, and the African Union has put the return of looted cultural property on its agenda. The continental body aims to have a common policy on the issue.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/uganda-cambridge-university-artifacts-return-b5e2eb50e56477872fd2afff8c0a3055
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    [image: FILE - This 2020 electron microscope image made available by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention shows SARS-CoV-2 virus particles which cause COVID-19. If you've been sick with COVID-19, you may have some protection against certain versions of the common cold. A study published Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in the journal Science Translational Medicine, suggests previous COVID-19 infections lower the risk of getting colds caused by milder coronavirus cousins, which could provide a key to broader COVID-19 vaccines. (Hannah A. Bullock, Azaibi Tamin/CDC via AP, File)]
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                                        If you've been sick with COVID-19, you may have some protection against certain versions of the common cold.
A new study suggests previous COVID-19 infections lower the risk of getting colds caused by milder coronavirus cousins, which could provide a key to broader COVID-19 vaccines.
"We think there's going to be a future outbreak of a coronavirus," said Dr. Manish Sagar, senior author of the study published Wednesday in the journal Science Translational Medicine. "Vaccines potentially could be improved if we could replicate some of the immune responses that are provided by natural infection."
The study looked at COVID-19 PCR tests from more than 4,900 people who sought medical care between November 2020 and October 2021. After controlling for things like age, gender and preexisting conditions, Sagar said he and his colleagues found people previously infected with COVID-19 had about a 50% lower chance of having a symptomatic coronavirus-caused common cold compared with people who were, at the time, fully vaccinated and hadn't yet gotten COVID-19. 

    


Several viruses cause colds; coronaviruses are thought to be responsible for about 1 in 5 colds.




Researchers linked the protection against coronavirus-caused colds to virus-killing cell responses for two specific viral proteins. These proteins aren't used in most vaccines now, but researchers propose adding them in the future.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Our studies would suggest that these may be novel strategies for better vaccines that not only tackle the current coronaviruses, but any potential future one that may emerge," said Sagar of Boston Medical Center.
Dr. Wesley Long, a pathologist at Houston Methodist in Texas who was not involved in the study, said the findings shouldn't be seen as a knock against current vaccines, which target the "spike" protein studding the surface of the SARS-CoV-2 virus that causes COVID-19. 

    


These vaccines, he said, are "still your best defense against severe COVID-19 infection, hospitalization and death."
But he added: "If we can find targets that cross-protect among multiple viruses, we can either add those to specific vaccines or start to use those as vaccine targets that would give us broader-based immunity from a single vaccination. And that would be really cool."
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    [image: FILE - A new building sits between two older-style buildings in the East Harlem section of New York, Feb. 3, 2015. Legislation backed by a majority of the New York City Council would require landlords who hire brokers to pay their broker fees, marking a potential sea change in one of the country's most expensive housing markets. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- It's a familiar and agonizing experience for legions of New York City renters: before moving into a new apartment, a tenant must first shell out thousands of dollars in fees to a real estate broker, even if that person was hired by the landlord. 
The hefty one-time payments, known as broker fees, are ubiquitous in New York but nearly unheard of anywhere else. In most other cities, landlords cover the commission of agents working on their behalf. 
But legislation backed by a majority of the New York City Council would require landlords who hire brokers to pay their fees, marking a potential sea change in one of the country's most expensive housing markets. 
Renters, who make up more than two-thirds of city households, are hailing the latest attempt at reform. At a hearing Wednesday, many New Yorkers recalled paying exorbitant fees to brokers who appeared to do little more than open a door to an apartment or direct them to a lockbox.

    


"In most businesses, the person who hires the person pays the person," said Agustina Velez, a house cleaner from Queens who said she recently paid $6,000 to switch apartments. "Enough with these injustices. Landlords have to pay for the services they use."




But the proposal has triggered fierce opposition from New York's real estate industry. 
Ahead of the hearing, hundreds of brokers gathered to voice their objections at a rally organized by the Real Estate Board of New York, the industry's powerful lobbying group. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Through hours of testimony, they warned the legislation would sow chaos in the rental market and decimate the livelihoods of the city's roughly 25,000 real estate agents. Many predicted landlords would pass on the costs of paying brokers to tenants through increased rents or keep apartments off the market altogether. 
"This is the start of a top-down government-controlled housing system," said Jordan Silver, a broker with the firm Brown Harris Stevens. "The language is so incredibly vague we actually have no idea what this would look like in the world."

    


The bill's sponsor, City Councilman Chi Osse, has said he was moved to act following a recent apartment search that was "tiring, treacherous, and competitive." Another local official, Brooklyn Borough President Antonio Reynoso, testified that he'd once paid a $2,500 fee to a broker he never met.
Their frustration was echoed at Wednesday's hearing by dozens of ordinary renters, along with a mix of labor unions, housing policy groups and some prominent business leaders. Critics said paying brokers' fees serves as a barrier to those who'd otherwise move to the city while preventing low-income New Yorkers from relocating to new homes.
Such broker fees were previously banned in 2020 under a package of renter protection laws passed by the state. But they were quickly reinstated following a lawsuit led by the Real Estate Board of New York. 
Brokerage firms estimate that roughly half of the city's apartments require a tenant-paid broker fee. The price of those fees can vary widely, though the standard amount is 15% of the annual rent. For the average apartment in Manhattan, where the median monthly rent recently hit $4,500, that would amount to a fee of $8,100. 

    


Under the legislation, tenants would still pay brokers that they hired directly. The bill's brief language -- less than 200 words -- only requires the party that hires the real estate agent pay their fee. 
"How the market works is not as simple as a few sentences, which is what the bill is," said Ryan Monell, a vice president at the Real Estate Board of New York. "It's a misnomer to compare New York to other cities. This is really an exceptional market."
Brokers are adamant that their jobs are far more intensive than merely opening the door to tenants. Many said they help put together listings, review applications, answer questions posed by tenants and arrange tours at all hours of the day. But some also acknowledged that the current system favors landlords. 
"I think it's not logical. The landlord should pay the listing agent who is working on their behalf," said Maria Octavio, a real estate broker with the firm of Douglas Elliman. "Because it's worked this way for many years, the owners are used to it."

    


Anna Klenkar, a broker at Sotheby's, said the industry group -- known as REBNY -- had contacted her employer after learning that she planned to testify Wednesday in support of the legislation. "It feels less like we're protecting ourselves, and more like we're protecting landlords, whom REBNY also represents," she testified. 
A spokesperson for REBNY did not respond to an emailed inquiry about whether they had reached out to the employer. 
Mayor Eric Adams, a Democrat, warned the bill could have unintended consequences. He had strong real estate industry backing during his campaign and moonlighted decades ago as a real estate agent while working in the city's police department.
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    [image: This photo provided by Hyundai shows the 2024 Elantra. The hybrid version of the Elantra gets an EPA fuel economy estimate of up to 54 mpg combined. (Courtesy of Hyundai Motor America via AP)]
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[image: This photo provided by Toyota shows the 2024 Prius. The latest Prius gets an EPA fuel economy estimate of up to 57 mpg combined. (Courtesy of Toyota Motor Sales U.S.A. via AP)]
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[image: This photo provided by Toyota shows the 2025 Camry. Every Camry is now a hybrid and gets an EPA fuel economy estimate of up to 52 mpg combined. (Courtesy of Toyota Motor Sales U.S.A. via AP)]
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[image: This photo provided by Hyundai shows the 2024 Sonata Hybrid. The hybrid version of the Elantra gets an EPA fuel economy estimate of up to 47 mpg combined. (Courtesy of Hyundai Motor America via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 6 | This photo provided by Hyundai shows the 2024 Sonata Hybrid. The hybrid version of the Elantra gets an EPA fuel economy estimate of up to 47 mpg combined. (Courtesy of Hyundai Motor America via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by Honda shows the 2024 Accord. The hybrid version of the Accord gets an EPA fuel economy estimate of up to 48 mpg combined. (Courtesy of American Honda Motor Co. via AP)]
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[image: This photo provided by Honda shows the 2025 Civic. A hybrid powertrain is a new option this year and should help the Civic get around 50 mpg. (Courtesy of American Honda Motor Co. via AP)]
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        Edmunds: Best hybrid sedans for under $35,000

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This photo provided by Hyundai shows the 2024 Elantra. The hybrid version of the Elantra gets an EPA fuel economy estimate of up to 54 mpg combined. (Courtesy of Hyundai Motor America via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 6 | This photo provided by Hyundai shows the 2024 Elantra. The hybrid version of the Elantra gets an EPA fuel economy estimate of up to 54 mpg combined. (Courtesy of Hyundai Motor America via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 6
This photo provided by Hyundai shows the 2024 Elantra. The hybrid version of the Elantra gets an EPA fuel economy estimate of up to 54 mpg combined. (Courtesy of Hyundai Motor America via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by Toyota shows the 2024 Prius. The latest Prius gets an EPA fuel economy estimate of up to 57 mpg combined. (Courtesy of Toyota Motor Sales U.S.A. via AP)]
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[image: This photo provided by Honda shows the 2024 Accord. The hybrid version of the Accord gets an EPA fuel economy estimate of up to 48 mpg combined. (Courtesy of American Honda Motor Co. via AP)]
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[image: This photo provided by Honda shows the 2025 Civic. A hybrid powertrain is a new option this year and should help the Civic get around 50 mpg. (Courtesy of American Honda Motor Co. via AP)]
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                                        More than ever, buying a hybrid vehicle makes a lot of sense. The latest models are just as powerful -- in some cases, more powerful -- as related gas-only models and have such small price premiums that it's easy to start saving money while reducing your vehicle-based carbon emissions. But what to choose, especially when you're on a tight budget? Consider a hybrid sedan. Compared to an SUV, they typically get better mileage and have a lower starting price. Edmunds' experts highlight six of the top new hybrid sedans on sale today for under $35,000. They are ordered below by price including the destination charge. 
2024 Hyundai Elantra Hybrid
Looking for great value? The 2024 Hyundai Elantra Hybrid has the lowest price tag in this category while also piling on a five-year/60,000-mile basic, 10-year/100,000-mile powertrain warranty. Toyota and Honda can't beat that. This hybrid version of Hyundai's small sedan also boasts up to an EPA-estimated 54 mpg combined and comes nicely equipped with many helpful technology features. The main drawback is a lack of power: The 139-horsepower hybrid engine makes passing or accelerating up to highway speeds a bit belabored. 

    


Base starting price: $27,400




2024 Toyota Prius
The 2024 Toyota Prius is Edmunds' top-rated hybrid sedan for good reason. Easily identified by its sleek new profile, the latest Prius gets up to an EPA-estimated 57 mpg combined. It's also a lot more powerful than the Elantra Hybrid -- it makes up to 196 horsepower -- and can be equipped with all-wheel drive to help enhance traction in wintery weather conditions. The Prius has a hatchback-style trunk that makes loading cargo easy. However, the actual cargo area is a little small, and the Prius' rear seat isn't as roomy as the Elantra's. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Base starting price: $29,045
2025 Toyota Camry
Numerically tied on Edmunds' list of best hybrid sedans is the 2025 Toyota Camry. The Camry is fully redesigned this year and comes with a hybrid powertrain as standard. That means every Camry is now a Camry hybrid. It gets up to 52 mpg and still has all of the qualities you expect of a Camry, including roomy seating and a no-nonsense driving demeanor. All-wheel drive is available too. Some drivers might find seat comfort a bit lacking, but overall the Camry is an excellent choice. 

    


Base starting price: $29,495
2024 Hyundai Sonata Hybrid
Spacious and sleek, the 2024 Hyundai Sonata Hybrid is refreshed for this model year. Hyundai bestowed its midsize sedan with a full-width headlight bar that gives the Sonata Hybrid a stylish look. Under the hood is a hybrid powertrain that gets up to 47 mpg combined. All-wheel drive isn't available, however, and acceleration isn't quite as snappy as the Camry's. Inside, you'll find a big center touchscreen that's easy to use along with many standard features. And as with the Elantra, the Sonata is backed by a long warranty. 
Base starting price: $31,950
2024 Honda Accord
The 2024 Honda Accord is a jack-of-all-trades sedan that is as at home ferrying kids to soccer practice as it is transporting a single professional around town. Ever since the Accord's last redesign, Honda has made the hybrid powertrain standard on the Accord's more expensive trim levels. That results in a higher starting price than the Camry or Sonata, though you do get a well-equipped Accord in the process. EPA-estimated fuel economy is up to 48 mpg combined, and the Accord is the quickest-accelerating hybrid sedan on our list. All-wheel drive isn't available.

    


Base starting price: $33,990
2025 Honda Civic
Hold the phone, because Honda is making a hybrid powertrain available in the 2025 Civic. It will come with the same hybrid powertrain as the Accord and will get up to 50 mpg combined. You'll also be able to get the hybrid in the Civic sedan or the Civic hatchback. But similar to the Accord, Honda will only equip the Civic's top trim levels with the hybrid. The 2025 Civic should be arriving at dealerships this month.
Base starting price: $29,845
Edmunds Says 
Each of these sedans gets excellent fuel efficiency and comes well equipped with features. The Prius continues to be the best choice for maximum mpg, but the other cars aren't far behind and offer more interior space.
____________
This story was provided to The Associated Press by the automotive website Edmunds.
Kristin Shaw is a contributor at Edmunds. 
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    [image: FILE - Players on the Minneapolis, wearing white and black uniforms, and Orono, wearing red uniforms, teams compete in a 10-and-under youth hockey game Feb. 4, 2024, in Minneapolis. While Canada has seen a steep decline in children playing hockey in the sport's birthplace, the United States has experienced steady growth in that department over the past decade. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr, File)]
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[image: Youth hockey players take part in a game at Susan Fennell Sportsplex in Brampton, Ontario, Saturday, Feb. 3, 2024. Two years ago marked the first time the U.S. had more youth hockey players registered than Canada.(AP Photo/Stephen Whyno)]
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                                        Hockey was not in the cards for the Gershkovich family living in the Phoenix area until they were approached about a program that provided free gear and an eight-week program to try things out.
"That's kind of what roped us in," said Phil Gershkovich, whose sons Eli and Josh each got into it and Josh is still playing in high school. "That gets a lot of people in, and that's a good avenue."
The United States has experienced steady growth in the sport over the past decade while Canada grapples with youth numbers declining significantly over the same period of time. Efforts by USA Hockey, National Hockey League teams and others to bring in more diverse families -- and a boom especially in girls participation -- have fueled the increase and opened the door for the U.S. to one day overtake its neighbor to the north as the game's preeminent power.

    


"When I was younger, it was always Canada," said Logan Cooley, a Pittsburgh native and graduate of the U.S. National Team Development Program who just completed his first NHL season with Arizona. "There were even kind of kids from my age growing up moving to Canada and all you heard about was Canada hockey and all the stars they had. But now it's really cool to see that the USA's kind of right up there with them."





    
        
            
                

            

        

    

GIRLS GROWING THE GAME
USA Hockey reported 387,910 registered youth players in 2022-23 -- up from just under 340,000 in 2009-10, and an increase of more than 12%. In its most recent annual report, the organization said over 70,000 girls under age 18 are registered to play, which could soon surpass Canada.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

USA Hockey's Kevin Erlenbach cited specifically a 94% increase at age 8 and younger.
"Whether it's female hockey, if it's just underserved communities, even our disabled community, if you can see it, then you can be it and it makes way more impact," said Erlenbach, the organization's assistant executive director of membership. 

    


More gains could be coming in that department after the inaugural season of the Professional Women's Hockey League, though the success of the U.S. national team at recent Olympics also has played a part in increased girls' participation. Canadian star Brianne Jenner said she believes the PWHL is "going to change our sport more than anything ever has, and I think it's also going to change our communities."
The communities getting into hockey are already changing, with industry leaders hoping to tap into folks who never saw the sport as a place for them. Sean Grevy's New York-based 43 Oak Foundation, which provides opportunities for minority and underprivileged kids to learn how to progress through the game, now has 150 families involved.
"My main goal, my main focus, my main priority with this program is to make this sport more inclusive so that other people from other backgrounds that experience that same level of camaraderie that we were also lucky enough to experience as kids ourselves," Grevy said.
DIVERSE PARTICIPATION
Sky Silverstein, the first graduate of the program who now works for 43 Oak, is an example of that progress. Silverstein, who is Black, played Division III hockey at Endicott College and UMass-Dartmouth and wants kids who look up to him to know there is a path for them.

    


"People are going to tell you, 'It's a white sport,' and that's not what we want it to be -- but that's how it is," Silverstein said. "You have to have money, at least a little bit. ... It's just one of those things. You've got to have access to the game."
Free programs and learn-to-play efforts are considered critical. But a big reason for the U.S. growth has to do with changes made at the national level more than a decade ago, including mandates that those at the youngest ages play on one-third of a rink, essentially making room to triple the amount of skaters on the ice at one time and giving them more opportunities to touch the puck, hone their skills and enjoy the experience more.
"It helped with retention a lot, too, just because it was a totally different experience and more cost effective," Erlenbach said. 
Costs remain a concern across North America for hockey, not just for equipment but ice time, coaching and more. That's where organizations like 43 Oak come in, and the success that foundation has had with financial help from UBS and the New York Islanders is something being replicated all over the country.

    


"We should be working together to grow together," Grevy said. "We encourage that. We don't want to be the only ones doing this. This is not a competition for us. In fact, it changes the space of diverse hockey and create an ecosystem where we all work together."
___
This story has been updated to delete an incorrect reference to overall US registration numbers surpassing Canada in 2022.
___
AP NHL: https://apnews.com/hub/nhl
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    [image: Hikers make their way along Mam Tor, a 517 meters high (1,696 feet) hill in England's Peak District National Park on May 8, 2024. (Steve Wartenberg via AP)]
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[image: Hikers reach the top of Mam Tor, a 517 meters high (1,696 feet) hill in England's Peak District National Park on May 8, 2024. (Steve Wartenberg via AP)]
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[image: Hikers walk along the Great Ridge in England's Peak District National Park on May 8, 2024. (Steve Wartenberg via AP)]
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[image: A sign appears at the beginning of the hike for Mam Tor, a 517 meters high (1,696 feet) hill in England's Peak District National Park on May 8, 2024. (Steve Wartenberg via AP)]
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[image: Hikers make their way up Mam Tor, a 517 meters high (1,696 feet) hill in England's Peak District National Park on May 8, 2024. (Steve Wartenberg via AP)]
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                                        CASTLETON, England (AP) -- Finally, a sign I couldn't miss or misunderstand.
It read, "Mam Tor via Odin Mine." As we followed the line of the arrow on the sign, there it was, the popular Mam Tor (Mother Hill), off in the distance, looming above the Hope Valley and beckoning hundreds of hikers to climb to the top on this warm, windy spring day.
 "It looks like a bunch of ants walking in a line across the top," said my sister, Lauren, pointing to the faraway figures moving in a line along the ridge extending east from Mam Tor. Soon enough, we'd join the procession.
This was Day Three of our six-day hike through England's Peak District National Park. Somehow, despite my protests, I had been appointed lead ant. My wife (Susan), my sister and her husband (Bob) followed my directions, starting the hike at Buxton, then on to Tideswell (13 miles) and Castleton (11 miles), near the base of Mam Tor. 

    


Several cities and towns in the district make good starting points for multi-day hikes of the Peak District and are just a two- or three-hour train ride from London. The nearest train station to Castleton is Hope, only a couple miles away.




The district is known for picturesque landscapes, limestone ridges and mineral waters, (Among those frequenting Buxton's thermal spas over the centuries was Mary Queen of Scots.) It was England's first national park, created in 1951, and is a popular hiking and camping destination for U.K. residents. Outside of England, it's not as well known as the coastal paths in Cornwall, or the Cotswold Way. That's a shame.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

On our way to Castleton, we traversed fields full of sheep and edged by limestone walls. We navigated the muddy banks and stepping stones of the winding Wye River, and walked up and down a succession of hills. We went astray three or four times, helped back to the straight and narrow path by helpful farmers, fellow hikers and a bit of luck.

    


As we neared Castleton, we carefully walked down Cave Dale, a rock-and-boulder-filled gorge created thousands of years ago by melting glaciers. We arrived in the little village and ... discovered it was still another kilometer or so to Dunscar Farm, a working sheep farm and our bed-and-breakfast for the next two nights.
While I silently (OK, not so silently) mumbled about the extra kilometer after the long day's hike, the quaintness of the farm and the kindness of our hosts (we ate farm-fresh eggs for breakfast and they did a load of laundry for us) more than made up for the extra steps.
Setting out
The next morning, as we headed off in search of Mam Tor, there was the sign -- "Mam Tor via Odin Mine" -- only a hundred yards from Dunscar Farm. There's nothing better and more reassuring than a sign that points to a destination you can see.
Mam Tor is 517 meters high (1,696 feet), not the tallest peak in the district but one of its most popular (Kinder Scout is 636 meters, or 2,097 feet high). There's plenty of geology, stunning views and history here.
Stone tools were found in the caves dating back to the Paleolithic Period (500,000-8,000 B.C.). And more than 3,000 years ago, one of Britain's "most spectacular prehistoric hillforts topped Mam Tor," according to the museum in Castleton's tourist information office.

    


The history is wonderful, but we were here for the views, and off we went, past the Odin Mine -- where they mined lead from the 13th to the 19th centuries -- to the start of the Broken Road. 
Mam Tor is called Mother Hill because frequent landslides (or landslips as they call them here) caused by unstable layers of shale resulted in a series of smaller "baby" hills forming beneath it. All these shivers and shakes wreaked havoc on the A625 road on the eastern side of the hill and led to a second nickname: the Shivering Mountain.
For years, British engineers and highway workers patched the convulsed rural road, finally giving up and closing it to vehicle traffic in 1979.
"It looks like lava flowing down the hill," Bob said as we made our way past sections of broken concrete, some more than 2 feet thick.

    


On up to the peak...
The Broken Road ends at the start of the stone and flagstone steps leading to the top of Mam Tor. Several hang gliders were taking off nearby, soaring and landing in a parking lot.
The steps were steep, but it wasn't an especially hard hike, and the views extended further the higher we marched. A little stone pyramid at the top marks the peak, and a steady stream of hikers of all ages, many with dogs, were taking selfies and photos there. Some people picnicked, some headed back down the way they came. 
We headed the other way, east along the Great Ridge to Hollins Cross, the lowest point on the ridge, and then up, up, up the rocky steps toward Lose Hill, roughly 2 miles from Mam Tor and about as high. The views of the Edale Valley to the left and the Hope Valley to the right are said to be among the best in all of Britain. I'm not about to dispute this.

    


Large birds of prey put on a show, hovering at eye level and then diving down along the ridge in search of a meal. Later, looking at a poster of local birds of prey at Dunscar Farm, we decided they were red kites.
The road back to town and pub
After Lose Hill, the path along the ridge ends, and it was time to descend and head back to Castleton.
We spotted the remains of Peveril Castle in the distance. It's one of Britain's oldest Norman fortresses; the keep was built by Henry II in 1176.
We kept the castle in sight as we hiked the final mile to Castleton. Just below the ruins is The George, our pub of choice and the perfect place to spend the evening discussing the day's spectacular 7-mile hike.
---
For more AP Travel stories, go to https://apnews.com/hub/travel
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[image: Judges, left to right, John Kutzschebauch, Stacey Trepanned, and Suzanne Jones listen to high school student Jocelyn Hanson, right, of Fresno, Calif., explain her project titled "The Railroad That Changed America: A Turning Point in Transportation", one of the exhibits at the National History Day gathering at the University of Maryland, Tuesday, June 11, 2024, in College Park, Md. (AP Photo/John McDonnell)]
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[image: Macy Huish, a high school student from Logan, Utah, performs a one-woman show about Elizabeth Packard, a nineteenth-century advocate for women's rights and the mentally ill, for judges at a National History Day competition at the University of Maryland, Tuesday, June 11, 2024 in College Park, Md.. (AP Photo/John McDonnell)]
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                                        COLLEGE PARK, Md. (AP) -- It wasn't your typical trifold poster board display. High school freshman Alexandra Bui constructed a jumbo mail-order catalog replica from wooden sheets -- an inventive, oversized way to convey her research on the Sears catalog's impact on getting consumer goods to Black shoppers who faced in-store discrimination in the Jim Crow South.
Bui, of Temple, Texas, is one of half a million young scholars taking part in this year's National History Day, a Maryland-based nonprofit's annual campaign that encourages students to take ownership of their history educations and rigorously examine the past. As the 2024 edition marks 50 years of championing evidence-based argumentation, participants say they find the work more relevant than ever. 
With students encountering toxic falsehoods online and some Republican-led states like Florida looking to limit historical analysis in the classroom, the competition wants to empower middle and high school students to dive deeper into topics of their own choosing.

    


"We can do our research. We can talk to experts. And we can figure out the truth," Bui told The Associated Press.




This year's theme of "Turning Points in History" asked students to explore ideas or events that sparked change. More than 2,800 finalists reached the national competition after months spent visiting libraries and poring over primary sources. Contestants lined University of Maryland hallways this week as they anxiously waited to present trifold exhibits, documentaries or even theatrical performances. They rehearsed lines or chatted with their peers, sometimes carrying props around campus and adjusting period-appropriate costumes. National winners will be announced Thursday, though all the students had already triumphed in several competitions just to get there.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

National History Day was founded to invigorate history curricula beyond the "boring textbook" that students felt had "no meaning," according to executive director Cathy Gorn. She cast the mission nowadays as one that strengthens democracy. A strong social studies education is an "antidote to conspiracy theories" and necessary for developing engaged citizens, she said.

    


Gorn finds the process especially effective today when many children want to understand the background for current events. The nonprofit does not "promote a particular agenda," she emphasized, but instead guides students through their own inquiries. It equips teachers with classroom resources for navigating the Library of Congress, conducting oral histories and annotating bibliographies, among other skills.
"We are not telling the kids how to interpret the past or what to interpret of the past, but how to go about creating an interpretation and an argument based on the real research," Gorn told AP.
"In learning that, they learn the importance of historical perspective," Gorn added. "And they learn, hopefully, to understand the past to be part of the future."
National History Day also launched a $15 million capital campaign, though Gorn said it is difficult raise funds for history education.

    


The humanities have historically gone underfunded in K-12 public education. But there's a growing recognition that high school graduates today must sort through a much more complex information environment than previous generations, according to David Knight, a professor of education finance and policy at the University of Washington. The education policy realm is beginning to understand the increased need, for example, to educate young people about the difference between primary and secondary evidence.
Judges said the projects jumpstart a lifelong pursuit of knowledge that serves all students regardless of their future endeavors. One of the most important lessons is to follow the "rabbit hole," according to Robyn Gausman-Burnett, a University of Maryland geographical sciences doctoral student. She said National History Day trains students to never stop digging for "that next supporting piece of evidence," or "the other half of the story that isn't easily found on the Google search."

    


"Nowadays on the internet, there's a lot of false information," said Macy Huish, a high schooler from Logan, Utah. "So being able to pick out the little, golden nuggets is very important." 
"You might get resources that contradict with your thesis," said Hannah Jang, a student at an international school in South Korea. "That's also part of the process. You got to have the ability to accept it. And you can also study the reason behind it."
Many students interviewed by AP said their projects were born out of personal experiences. Three middle schoolers who live near Alabama State University researched a nearly thirty yearslong federal court case that successfully challenged funding disparities between historically Black schools and predominantly white ones in their home state.

    


The legal battle is part of their history, they said, and they wanted to learn more about their history.
Acclaimed documentary filmmaker Ken Burns tasked finalists with defending American democracy. During a Q&A with students, Burns said they must "say no" to "authoritarians" who wish to revert the public "back into a superstitious peasantry." Burns told AP that he felt optimistic to see so many students "questioning and diving deep into archives and not accepting the restrictions or the limitations."
"We're just trying to tell complicated stories about the United States," he said. "It can only bode well in the age-old struggle between those who want to limit these things and those of us who think that we are liberated by the truth."
___
Associated Press coverage of philanthropy and nonprofits receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content. For all of AP's philanthropy coverage, visit https://apnews.com/hub/philanthropy.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/national-history-day-democracy-ken-burns-b9bd8fe1144b0587e4fff179c2cf51e0



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Waymo recalls more than 600 self-driving vehicles for software, map updates after one strikes a pole | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Waymo recalls more than 600 self-driving vehicles for software, map updates after one strikes a pole

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE 0 A Waymo self-driving vehicle sits curbside, Friday, Dec. 16, 2022, at the Sky Harbor International Airport Sky Train facility in Phoenix. Waymo is recalling more than 600 self-driving vehicles after one of them struck a telephone pole in Arizona. The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration said in its report that last month a driverless Waymo vehicle hit a wooden utility pole in Phoenix while it was in an alleyway and trying to perform a low-speed pullover maneuver. There were no passengers, other road users, or injuries associated with the event, the report said. (AP Photo/Matt York, File)]
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                                        Waymo is recalling more than 600 self-driving vehicles after one of them struck a telephone pole in Arizona.
The recall includes 672 vehicles, which is the entire fleet. 
The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration said in its report that last month a driverless Waymo vehicle hit a wooden utility pole in Phoenix, Arizona while it was in an alleyway and trying to perform a low-speed pullover maneuver. 
There were no passengers, other road users, or injuries associated with the event, the report said. There was some damage to the Waymo vehicle. 
Waymo has completed a software update that improves the automated driving system's response to poles or pole-like permanent objects. It also provided a map update to include a hard road edge between the pole or pole-like object and the driveable surface. 
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    [image: FILE - A utility pole with loose cables towers over a home in Loiza, Puerto Rico, Sept. 15, 2022. Towns in central and southern Puerto Rico are struggling to emerge from a prolonged power outage that forced authorities in the U.S. territory to activate an emergency response team on Monday, June 10, 2024, as they requested food distribution to those in need. (AP Photo/Alejandro Granadillo, File)]
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                                        BAYAMON, Puerto Rico (AP) -- A power company in Puerto Rico announced Thursday that it has restored electricity to most areas affected by a massive outage that hit the U.S. territory the previous day.
The outage left over 340,000 customers in the capital, San Juan, and neighboring municipalities without power during a heat wave. On Thursday morning, Luma Energy said in a statement that it had restored power to most of its customers in the metropolitan and northeastern regions of the island. The company also confirmed that the outage stemmed from failures in two transmission lines between San Juan and Aguas Buenas.
Several lawmakers in Puerto Rico are urging the governor to declare a state of emergency to the federal government. Persistent outages have interrupted water service and imperiled the lives of elderly and ill residents who rely on electrical equipment for respirators and to refrigerate insulin, for example. 

    


Electricity supply problems occurred for over a week in the island's southern region, and culminated in the massive outage on Wednesday night. 
"This is really dangerous," said Jenniffer Gonzalez, Puerto Rico's representative in the U.S. Congress. "At the federal level, what I'm suggesting is that Puerto Rico declare itself in an energy emergency situation so that any procedure with federal agencies can be expedited." 




Gonzalez said that would also enable personnel from the U.S. Department of Energy, the Environmental Protection Agency and the Federal Emergency Management Agency to provide assistance. Several mayors echoed her request. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

About 5,000 customers across the island were still without power as of Thursday morning, while several municipalities on the eastern side of Puerto Rico lacked water. The University of Puerto Rico in San Juan canceled its summer session classes on Thursday. 
"The situation we have experienced for weeks on the island is unsustainable," said Gabriel Hernandez Rodriguez, President of the Puerto Rico Mayors Federation. "The impact on the economy and the daily lives of citizens and business owners due to the lack of electrical power generation and transmission is terrible, causing losses and complications."

    


Several unions are denouncing Luma Energy and Genera PR, the two main companies in charge of transmission and generation on the island, and are calling for the government to cancel its contract with Luma Energy.
"Due to constant power outages, thousands of citizens have lost electrical appliances in their homes, thrown away groceries, patients have stopped receiving their treatments, our schools have become ovens in the heatwave, our classroom equipment is getting damaged, and our students and teachers arrive sleepless to the classroom, negatively impacting teaching and learning conditions," the Teachers' Federation of Puerto Rico said in a statement. 
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                    A massive fire at an oil refinery in northern Iraq's autonomous Kurdish region of Irbil has been raging since Wednesday night, injuring at least 10 firefighters and destroying three fire engines, according to the regional civil defense department. Many firefighters suffered from breathing difficulties due to the thick smoke. (AP Video by Rashid Yahya)
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    [image: An oil refinery burns outside Irbil, Iraq, Thursday, June 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilind Tahir/Rudaw)]
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                                        IRBIL, Iraq (AP) -- A team of 32 firefighters in northern Iraq was battling to put out a massive fire Thursday, a day after it broke out at an oil refinery, local officials said.
The fire broke out late Wednesday at a large refinery in Irbil, in the semi-autonomous Kurdish region of northern Iraq. 
Shakhawan Saeed, a spokesperson for the Irbil Civil Defense Department, said 14 firefighters were injured -- four with burns and the other due to smoke inhalation -- while battling the blaze, which also destroyed four fire engines.
Saeed said the cause of the fire was not yet clear but that the facility appeared to be lacking in safety measures, including alarms and fire extinguishers. The owner of the refinery could not immediately be reached for comment.
A regional government official, who spoke on condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to talk to the media, told the Associated Press that the fire appeared to have been caused by an electrical fault.

    


Irbil's Gov. Omed Khoshnaw said the financial damages caused by the refinery fire were estimated at $8 million.
The Khazir refinery, owned by local private businessmen, is one of the largest in Irbil, producing gasoline, kerosene, and white oil. It had been a major supplier for the city of Mosul.




Iraq's Kurdish region produces hundreds of thousands of barrels of oil each day. Previously, much of the production was exported by way of Turkey, but the exports have been halted for more than a year as a result of a ruling in an international arbitration case.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The central government considers it illegal for Irbil to export oil without going through the Iraqi national oil company and won the arbitration case against such trade.
In Iraq, summer fires are often fueled by scorching temperatures, unreliable electricity, and lax safety standards in many facilities.
In May, a fire erupted in a bazaar in Erbil, burning at least 200 shops and four storage units and injuring at least 100 people.

    


On Sunday, a massive fire engulfed commercial storage units in central Baghdad, covering a 3,000 square meter area made of highly flammable materials, and killed four foreign Arab workers.
----------------------
Zeyad reported from Baghdad. Associated Press journalist Qassim Abdul-Zahra in Baghdad contributed to this report.
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                                        MANCHESTER, England (AP) -- The left-of-center politician aiming to become Britain's prime minister in three weeks' time said Thursday he will lead a government that's both "pro-business and pro-worker" and restore stability after years of economic and political turmoil.
Labour Party leader Keir Starmer said that if he's elected on July 4, he will end the "desperate era of gestures and gimmicks" of the Conservative Party's turbulent tenure.
Launching Labour's election manifesto in the northwest England city of Manchester, Starmer said a Labour government would "stop the chaos, turn the page and start to rebuild our country."
Next month British voters will elect lawmakers to fill all 650 seats in the House of Commons, and the leader of the party that can command a majority -- either alone or in coalition -- will become prime minister. Labour currently has a double-digit lead in opinion polls over Prime Minister Rishi Sunak 's governing Conservatives, who have been in power for 14 years under five different prime ministers. 

    


The Conservatives jettisoned two prime ministers without an election in quick succession in 2022: first Boris Johnson, felled by scandals, then Liz Truss, who rocked the economy with drastic tax-slashing plans and lasted just seven weeks in office.




Starmer, a former chief prosecutor who is widely seen as competent but dull, is trying to turn his stolid image into an asset. His core message is that he has transformed Labour from its high-taxing, big-spending days under former leader Jeremy Corbyn into a party of the stable center.

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


Starmer said his platform was "a manifesto for wealth creation," and acknowledged that a Labour government would face "hard choices" about public spending.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We cannot play fast and loose with the public finances," he said. He said he rejected the idea that "the only levers are tax and spend," and would get the economy expanding after years of sluggish growth.

    


Starmer's cautious economic approach dismays some in his party, who want bolder change, but has won the support of many business leaders.
Starmer called the party's platform a manifesto for "wealth creation," and its ambitious goals were largely long-term ones: establishing a new industrial policy, developing a 10-year infrastructure strategy, building 1.5 million new homes.
Labour pledged to improve ties with Britain's former partners in the European Union, but ruled out a return to the bloc's frictionless single market and customs union.
The plan's spending commitments were modest. The manifesto forecasts that taxes will rise by 7.4 billion pounds ($9.25 billion) by 2028-29, through measures including by closing loopholes related to the recent abolition of the "non-domiciled" tax status, which has allowed some wealthy individuals to avoid paying U.K. taxes. The party is also planning to extend a windfall tax on energy companies. 
Starmer said personal taxes would not rise under a Labour government, but that did not stop the Conservatives casting Labour as the high-tax party.

    


"If you think they'll win, start saving," Sunak wrote on X, formerly Twitter.
Starmer spoke at the headquarters of the Co-op, a Manchester-founded cooperative society that has grown into a large retail and services empire. He introduced several voters, including a father whose family of four live in a one-bedroom apartment, and Nathaniel Dye, a man with terminal cancer campaigning for faster treatment.
The only unscripted moment came from a demonstrator calling for Labour to have tougher climate change policies, who was swiftly removed.
Sunak released the Conservative manifesto -- the party's key handbook of promises -- on Tuesday, pledging to cut taxes and reduce immigration if the Conservative Party is reelected.
Labour's 131-page manifesto included previously announced plans, with little in the way of last-minute treats to woo voters.
"It's not about rabbits out of a hat, it's not about pantomime," Starmer said. "I'm running as a candidate to be prime minister, not a candidate to run the circus."
___
Lawless reported from London. Associated Press writer Pan Pylas in London contributed to this story.
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Denmark recalls spicy South Korean noodles over health concerns

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Food authorities in Denmark have recalled three types of spicy instant noodle products imported from South Korea over possible risks for "acute poisoning." Consumers are asked to discard them or return the noodles to the retailer. The decision has caused upset in Denmark, and confusion in South Korea.
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                                        COPENHAGEN, Denmark (AP) -- Food authorities in Denmark have recalled three types of spicy instant noodle products imported from South Korea over possible risks of "acute poisoning." Consumers are asked to discard them or return the noodles to the retailer.
The noodles are made by Seoul-based Samyang Foods, one of South Korea's largest companies, and sold across the globe. The recalled noodles include Buldak Samyang 3 x Spicy & Hot Chicken, Buldak Samyang 2 x Spicy & Hot Chicken and Buldak Samyang Hot Chicken Stew. 
The Danish Veterinary and Food Administration said the products contain an overly high dose of capsaicin, an active ingredient in chile peppers but also a chemical that can be a neurotoxin and a health hazard.
Children and teenagers in Denmark have been daring each other on social media to eat "a strong bowl of noodle soup," referring to the three South Korean products, the agency said. 

    


"The noodle dishes marketed as extremely strong must no longer be sold because consumers and especially children risk acute poisoning," it said late Tuesday. "The capsaicin content is so high that it can pose a health hazard."
Children and frail adults and the elderly are at risk, said Henrik Dammand Nielsen of the Danish Food and Drug Administration. Possibly symptoms include burning and discomfort, nausea, vomiting and high blood pressure, he said.
"That is why we are now demanding shops remove the products from their shelves," the agency said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In a statement to reporters, Samyang said it understands that the steps taken in Denmark were not based on product quality issues but because local authorities thought "they were too spicy and could potentially cause problems."
The company said the same noodles are exported worldwide but it was the first time they were ordered to recall them in any market.
"We will closely study local regulations while responding to this recall measure," the company said.

    
        
    

    


Spicy food challenges have been around for years. From local chile pepper eating contests to restaurant walls of fame for those who finished extra hot dishes, people around the world have been daring each other to eat especially fiery foods.
In September, a Massachusetts teen with a congenital heart defect who participated in a spicy tortilla chip challenge on social media died from eating a large quantity of chile pepper extract. An autopsy report obtained by The Associated Press showed that the 10th grader died on Sept. 1, 2023, after eating the Paqui chip as part of the manufacturer's "One Chip Challenge." 




In Denmark, a puzzled consumer reached out to the Danish Veterinary and Food Administration and asked how the instant noodles could be legal, the agency said, after which it had a lab assessing the products and determined the three noodle brands can be harmful to health, instigating the recall.
"It is important that parents are aware of the extreme noodle varieties and avoid them, Dammand Nielsen said.
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                                        A group of 32 senators say federal mediators should speed up labor negotiations between airlines and their flight attendants and other workers, even granting them permission to go on strike "as necessary."
The lawmakers said Wednesday that airlines feel no pressure to reach contract agreements quickly because federal law makes it difficult for airline workers to strike. That causes talks to drag on for years, they said.
The senators -- 31 Democrats and independent Bernie Sanders of Vermont -- joined House Democrats by weighing in while flight attendants at American Airlines and United Airlines are trying to gain more leverage at the bargaining table.
Before they can legally strike, airline workers need permission from the National Mediation Board, which must determine that more negotiations are hopeless. The board has already turned down a request by American's flight attendants. 

    


The lawmakers complained in a letter to the board that without new contracts, airline employees can go years without a raise, "while airline carriers make record-breaking profits." They asked the board to use all its powers, including granting permission to strike "as necessary," to settle long-running negotiations.




The senators said the ability to strike is a fundamental right that has helped workers in other industries win "groundbreaking new contracts in recent years."
Flight attendants at American, United and other airlines have tried strike-authorization votes and picketing at airports to put pressure on the carriers. The workers are frustrated that they haven't been able to win the large wage increases that pilots at Delta, United, American and Southwest have received under contracts approved since the start of last year.
The mediation board has not permitted an airline strike since 2010, when Spirit Airlines pilots conducted a brief walkout. Even with mediators' permission, strikes can be delayed or blocked by the president and Congress. 
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                                        MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) -- The sheriff of a rural Tennessee county illegally profited from the work of jail inmates under his supervision and housed dozens of them in a home outside of the prison without permission, officials said Wednesday.
Gibson County Sheriff Paul Thomas was indicted in May in Gibson and Davidson counties on 22 charges including official misconduct, theft, forgery and computer crimes involving jail inmates in his custody, Tennessee Comptroller Jason Mumpower said in a news release.
Thomas turned himself in to authorities this week and he is out on bond, said Davidson County district attorney Stacey Edmonson. Thomas' lawyer said the sheriff deserves the presumption of innocence and he looks forward to defending himself in court. 
Investigators said Thomas was an investor in three for-profit companies that provided staffing assistance to local businesses, housed current and former inmates in a transitional home, and provided transportation to work-release inmates and former inmates traveling to and from work. Thomas failed to disclose his ownership interest in the companies, known as Alliance Group, in his annual filings with the Tennessee Ethics Commission, Mumpower said. 

    


Thomas directed more than $1.4 million in inmate wage fees and deductions to profit Alliance Group, investigators said. At least 170 inmates in Thomas' custody were employed by Alliance's staffing agency during the investigation, investigators said.




Alliance Transportation was paid $18 per day to bring inmates to and from work, while 82 inmates were allowed, without proper approval, to live at Orchard House transitional home instead of the Gibson County jail, investigators said, noting that they were charged $40 per day by the home,

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

He received more than $181,000 in compensation, payroll benefits, and legal representation services from Alliance -- money that was illegally derived from inmate labor, the comptroller's office said.

    


Investigators said Thomas also deceived the Tennessee Department of Correction by showing the county jail as the inmate location in the state's offender management system rather than the transitional home, resulting in the county collecting more than $500,000 in reimbursements from the state. 
Thomas then required the county to give that money to Orchard House without the correction department's knowledge or consent. 
"Orchard House was neither attached to the jail nor staffed by jail personnel, and no contract existed between the county and Orchard House," the comptroller's office said.
William Massey, Thomas' lawyer, said the indictment "has caused a flurry of activity in the press, but it has no evidentiary weight or value." 
"He looks forward to his day in court before 12 jurors when he can defend himself, and his defense team does too," Massey said in an email to The Associated Press.
The AP in May released a series of stories related to U.S. prison labor.
Gibson County is located northwest of Memphis. Thomas' indictment comes more than seven years after another Gibson County sheriff, Chuck Arnold, pleaded guilty to charges including fraud, theft, forgery and official misconduct related to the taking of drugs and money from a jail medication fund. 
Arnold was sentenced to probation.
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    [image: FILE - Vials of single doses of the Jynneos vaccine for mpox are seen from a cooler at a vaccinations site on Aug. 29, 2022, in the Brooklyn borough of New York. South African health authorities have reported two deaths from mpox in the space of three days. Health Minister Joe Phaahla says Thursday the two fatalities this week were among six recent confirmed cases of mpox in South Africa, all of them men in their 30s.(AP Photo/Jeenah Moon, File)]
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                                        CAPE TOWN, South Africa (AP) -- South African health authorities say two people have died this week after contracting mpox, and it appears there is local transmission of the disease.
The health ministry said Thursday that a 38-year-old man died in the eastern KwaZulu-Natal province on Wednesday, the same day a laboratory test confirmed that he had contracted the virus. Another man died Monday in a hospital near Johannesburg, the ministry said.
Health Minister Joe Phaahla said the two deaths were among six recent confirmed cases of mpox in South Africa, all of them in men in their 30s. Some had multiple sexual partners, including men and women. Genetic tests for the first three cases showed the men had the less severe version of mpox, which spread globally in an outbreak that began in 2022.
In all cases, the men had no travel history to countries currently experiencing an outbreak, "which suggests there is local transmission of this infectious disease," Phaahla said.

    


He said the six men had underlying conditions. The latest man to die had HIV. Mpox is known to be more deadly in people with other health conditions, particularly those that weaken their immune systems.




Mpox, also known as monkeypox, is a rare disease caused by infection with a virus that's in the same family as the one that causes smallpox. It is common to other parts of Africa, where people are often infected through bites from rodents or other small animals.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Mpox was not known to spread easily among people until 2022, when authorities detected epidemics in Europe, North America and elsewhere and the World Health Organization declared it a global emergency. That epidemic also marked the first time that mpox was seen to spread via sex; the majority of people affected were gay or bisexual men. The U.N. health agency said last year mpox was no longer an international crisis.

    


WHO reported last month that there had been 186 mpox deaths worldwide since 2022, with a fatality rate of less than 1%.
South Africa last recorded an mpox case in 2022, Phaahla said. He said South Africa doesn't have any vaccines but was considering obtaining doses and rolling out an immunization campaign.
Phaahla said the outbreak in South Africa is distinct from the ongoing epidemic in Congo, where a more lethal form of the disease might be fueling the country's biggest-ever outbreak.
___
AP Africa news: https://apnews.com/hub/africa
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    [image: FILE - A young man smokes Kush, a derivative of cannabis mixed with synthetic drugs like fentanyl and tramadol and chemicals like formaldehyde, at a hideout in Freetown, Sierra Leone, April 29, 2024. Traces of highly potent opioids known as nitazenes have for the first time been found to be consumed by people who use drugs in Africa, according to a report released Wednesday, June 12, 2024, by the Global Initiative Against Transnational Organized Crime nonprofit. (AP Photo/ Misper Apawu, File)]
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                                        ABUJA, Nigeria (AP) -- Traces of highly potent opioids known as nitazenes have for the first time been found to be consumed by people who use drugs in Africa, according to a report released Wednesday by the Global Initiative Against Transnational Organized Crime, a nonprofit organization.
Nitazenes, powerful synthetic opioids, have long been in use in Western countries as well as in Asia where they have been associated with overdose deaths. Some of them can be up to 100 times more potent than heroin and up to 10 times more potent than fentanyl, meaning that users can get an effect from a much smaller amount, putting them at increased risk of overdose and death. 
The report focused on Sierra Leone and Guinea-Bissau and is based on chemical testing of kush, a derivative of cannabis mixed with synthetic drugs like fentanyl and tramadol and chemicals like formaldehyde. Researchers found that in Sierra Leone, 83% of the samples were found to contain nitazenes, while in Guinea-Bissau it was identified in 55%. 

    


"The GI-TOC ( Global Initiative Against Transnational Organized Crime) believes that these results are the first indication that nitazenes have penetrated retail drug markets in Africa," the report said.




Many young people in West and Central Africa have become addicted to drugs with between 5.2% and 13.5% using cannabis, the most widely used illicit substance on the continent, according to the World Health Organization.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In Sierra Leone where kush is one of the most widely consumed drugs, President Julius Maada Bio this year declared war on the substance, calling it an epidemic and a national threat.
Nitazenes have been detected repeatedly in substances sold to young people in the region such that users are most likely ingesting them "without knowing the risks they face," Wednesday's report said.
The authors said their findings suggest that nitazenes are being imported into Sierra Leone from elsewhere and that the substance being sold as kush in Guinea-Bissau was of similar chemical composition to that found in Freetown.

    


Officials in the two countries must deploy chemical testing equipment as a first step in tackling drug abuse, the report said. "Without this, it is impossible for the government of Sierra Leone, Guinea-Bissau and the wider subregion to accurately monitor the countries' illicit drug markets and develop evidence-based responses," it said.
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                    Three sheriff's deputies were shot Wednesday while responding to a report that someone inside an Illinois home was threatening to kill themself or others. The suspect was also shot. Officials say all were in good conditions.
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            3 deputies shot while responding to northern Illinois home, suspect also wounded, officials say

        
        
            Three sheriff's deputies were shot Wednesday while responding to a report that someone inside an Illinois home was threatening to kill themself or others. The suspect was also shot. Officials say all were in good conditions.
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            Three sheriff's deputies among four shot at home in northern Illinois

        
        
            Three sheriff's deputies and a fourth person have been shot at a home about 100 miles west of Chicago.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Three sheriff's deputies among four shot at home in northern Illinois
Three sheriff's deputies and a fourth person have been shot at a home about 100 miles west of Chicago.



        
    



                        

                    
                


                
            

        
    


    


    Photos
                    3
                


                
    
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This photo taken from aerial video by WLS-TV/ABC 7 Chicago shows law enforcement gathering after multiple sheriff's deputies were shot while responding to a home Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dixon, Ill. Authorities say the suspect was also wounded. (WLS-TV/ABC 7 Chicago via AP)]
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[image: This photo taken from aerial video by WLS-TV/ABC 7 Chicago shows law enforcement vehicle parked outside a house after multiple sheriff's deputies were shot while responding to the home Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dixon, Ill. Authorities say the suspect was also wounded. (WLS-TV/ABC 7 Chicago via AP)]
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                                        DIXON, Ill. (AP) -- Three sheriff's deputies were shot Wednesday while responding to a northern Illinois home, and the suspect was also wounded, authorities said.
Ogle County Sheriff Brian VanVickle said the deputies were responding to a report that someone inside the home in the Lost Lake community near Dixon was threatening to kill themself or others. He said the suspect also was shot. He did not provide any information about the suspect, including name, age or where the person lives.
VanVickle said a family member called police shortly after 8:30 a.m. to report the threats from someone at the home. He said negotiators tried to reach the person by phone and decided to go inside shortly before noon.
"Immediately upon entering the house, our deputies received fire from inside the house," he said.
VanVickle initially tried to walk away from reporters after giving a statement without more detail but responded to shouted questions by saying everyone injured "is in good condition."

    


A spokesperson at Katherine Shaw Bethea Hospital in Dixon said three people were taken to the hospital's emergency department, two of whom were treated and released. The spokesperson did not release the condition of the third person.




The Illinois State Police will handle the investigation of the shooting, VanVickle said. The agency did not immediately respond to an email from The Associated Press seeking comment.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Aerial video by local media Wednesday afternoon showed law enforcement and personal cars parked on the side of unpaved roads throughout the neighborhood and officials occasionally gathering in small groups but little ongoing activity. Yellow police tape blocked at least one driveway and an Ogle County sheriff's mobile command center was parked at the end of the drive.
Lost Lake's property owner's association describes the area as a "country style community" with about 700 owners in an unincorporated area close to the cities of Dixon, Franklin Grove and Oregon, about 100 miles (160 kilometers) west of Chicago.
___
Associated Press reporters Kathleen Foody in Chicago and Corey Williams in Detroit contributed to this report.
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    [image: FILE - South Carolina Sens. Sandy Senn, R-Charleston, left, Katrina Shealy, R-Lexington, center, and Penry Gustafson, R-Camden, right, show off model spines they were sent by groups who want to outlaw almost all abortions. Gustafson and Senn lost in their reelection bids in the Tuesday, June 12, 2024, Republican primary while Shealy faces a runoff. (AP Photo/Jeffrey Collins, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - South Carolina Sens. Sandy Senn, R-Charleston, left, Katrina Shealy, R-Lexington, center, and Penry Gustafson, R-Camden, right, show off model spines they were sent by groups who want to outlaw almost all abortions. Gustafson and Senn lost in their reelection bids in the Tuesday, June 12, 2024, Republican primary while Shealy faces a runoff. (AP Photo/Jeffrey Collins, File)


                

            
    
    

        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    




            By 
            JEFFREY COLLINS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) -- A near-total abortion ban was defeated in South Carolina with the help of the only three Republican women in the Senate, but after Tuesday's primary, they're losing their election bids.
Voters handed the senators - and winners of the John F. Kennedy Profile in Courage award for people who risk their careers for the greater good - two losses and a runoff after they joined with Democratic women to defeat the measure, saying a pregnant woman shouldn't lose control of her body as soon as an egg is fertilized.
But the state had only men in the Senate in 2012 and may end up without a single Republican woman in the chamber in 2025. There are just two Democratic women among the 46 members.
"You can't tell me that's not a slap in the face of women," said Sen. Katrina Shealy who is gearing up for a runoff. "Republican women lose like this over one issue when we fought so hard for other things."

    


Bucking the tide
Voters on Tuesday went against a trend of having second thoughts about more restrictive abortion law. 
Statewide polling has indicated a near total ban doesn't have wide support. But turnout was low and races were in Republican-drawn districts, where experts say voters tend to be more fervent about issues like abortion.




The Republican women had forced a compromise, and the state eventually implemented a ban once cardiac activity is detected, typically around six weeks after conception.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    


"It's easier to fight mini battles than it is to take on a whole statewide war," said Dave Wilson, a conservative political consultant who has worked with groups opposing abortion. "In the mini battles, voters can turn around and say they aren't happy with the stance you took and the way you went about it. It doesn't take a lot of them."
The races

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Abortion wasn't the only reason Penry Gustafson lost, said her sole opponent, Allen Blackman, who believes life begins at conception. Gustafson had less than 20% of the vote in a freshly redrawn district that no longer included her base, and where constituents complained she didn't solve their problems.

    


Sen. Sandy Senn's loss by just 31 votes to state Rep. Matt Leber is close enough for a recount, but those rarely alter a race by more than a few votes in South Carolina. The race was fraught with accusations. She posted signs with Leber's mugshot, which he said were from inflated accusations that never led to convictions.
Leber's attacks misconstrued Senn's record and manipulated photos to make her look like the Joker, a DC Comics villain.
Redistricting may have hurt Senn too; her redrawn Charleston district includes more conservatives.
Gustafson thanked her supporters in a Wednesday statement, promising to continue serving the community. Senn isn't going to talk about the race until the recount is finished later this week, she said in an email. Neither woman mentioned abortion.
Leber did not responded to messages.
Shealy'
s runoff
Shealy was the only Republican woman to survive the night, but she got just 40% of the vote. She will face attorney and political newcomer Carlisle Kennedy in the June 25 runoff.

    


Billboards saying Shealy was not "pro-life" were all over her district in Lexington County, which led the charge to flip the state from Democratic to Republican control over the past five decades. Kennedy did not respond to messages Wednesday.
Shealy's strategy for the primary was to stay above the fray. She will likely change tactics for the runoff, even if that alienates people uncomfortable when a woman raises her voice or takes a stand, she said Wednesday.
South Carolina's Senate had been all-male for four years when Shealy was first elected in 2012 and rarely had more than one woman in the chamber. If she loses, there is a very good chance the Senate in 2025 will have just two women, both Democrats.
That means the perspective of women, who make up 55% of the registered voters in South Carolina, can get lost and issues she champions like free lunch for all schoolchildren may be ignored, she said.
"I broke that ceiling not for abortion rights -- I broke it because we needed someone to care about children and families and veterans and old people," Shealy said. "All these people no one was taking care of. I came in there and gave them a voice."
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                                        PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) -- The new leaders of Oregon's two Planned Parenthood affiliates want to dissolve the political arm of their organization to focus more on providing health care, a move that has sparked inner turmoil and opposition from advocates concerned about the future of reproductive rights in a pivotal election year.
Sara Kennedy, the new head of Planned Parenthood Columbia Willamette, and Amy Handler, who oversees Planned Parenthood Southwestern Oregon, sent a letter last week to Planned Parenthood Advocacy of Oregon, the lobbying group that engages in political campaigns on the affiliates' behalf, saying they planned to dissolve it, OPB reported.
In their letter, they said they wanted to focus more on "health care and advocating for the needs of the Planned Parenthood affiliates and their patients."
"We are not dissolving our commitment to advocacy in Oregon," they wrote. "Instead, we want to realign Planned Parenthood's advocacy with our critical mission of delivering quality, equitable, and accessible sexual and reproductive health care."

    


The affiliates also plan to focus more on reimbursement rates for providers to help them keep their doors open, spokesperson Kristi Scdoris said.




Oregon's two Planned Parenthood affiliates provide reproductive health care, including abortion access. They don't engage in political lobbying or campaigns, but they do fund the full budget, apart from grants, of the political advocacy arm, sending it over $700,000 every year, according to Scdoris.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Planned Parenthood Columbia Willamette, which operates clinics in the Portland metro area and elsewhere in the state, earns about $36 million in annual revenue, with total expenses around $31 million, according to its 2022-23 financial impact report.
OPB reported that board members of Planned Parenthood Advocacy of Oregon, the advocacy arm, responded in their own letter, saying they're concerned about being unable to meaningfully impact political campaigns in a major election year.

    


"And now, at what is potentially the most critical time for abortion rights that this country has ever seen, this short-sighted plan to force dissolution over a matter of days would leave Oregon, formerly a national leader in this space, with zero abortion rights advocacy organizations," they wrote.
The letter mentions the group's role in advocating for the passage of a 2017 state law that codified the right to have an abortion, and its work opposing a 2018 ballot measure that would have prohibited public funds from being spent on abortions in many cases, according to OPB.
Oregon's U.S. Rep. Val Hoyle said she signed on to a letter along with 100 other people urging the two leaders to reconsider, OPB reported.
"Why the leadership of the two Planned Parenthood health care clinics decided to eliminate the advocacy arm of Planned Parenthood in Oregon without any process, any partnership or any transparency five months before the most consequential election of our lifetime when reproductive health care is on the ballot is baffling to me," Hoyle said.
OPB reported that neither Kennedy nor Handler returned its calls for comment.
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                                        AMARILLO, Texas (AP) -- After months of debate, the Amarillo City Council rejected a so-called abortion travel ban, championed by statewide anti-abortion activists and certain residents.
The council's decision made Amarillo the largest conservative Texas city to reject the proposed policy, which would forbid the use of the city's roads and highways to seek an abortion out of state. Now, a group of residents who petitioned for the ordinance will decide if the issue goes to voters in the Texas Panhandle city this fall.
In rejecting the proposal, Amarillo Mayor Cole Stanley said the city has no authority to put the proposed policy in place.
"What you're asking me to do is put forward this ordinance and enact it into city law, that would exercise an authority I don't believe I have," Stanley said.
The council first debated the issue last fall when a string of other Texas cities and counties passed similar local laws, which abortion rights advocates and legal experts consider dubious and unconstitutional.

    


Amarillo residents, backed by Texas anti-abortion activist Mark Lee Dickson, forced the council to revisit the issue this year after they gathered enough petition signatures of registered voters.




Two versions of the ordinance were considered during Tuesday's meeting. Both were rejected on a 4-1 vote. Only Council member Don Tipps supported the policies. The packed council chambers erupted into cheers and clapping when the mayor made the vote final.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

One was the original ordinance proposed last year by anti-abortion advocates who don't live in Amarillo. The other was an amended version, a compromise from the petitioning committee. That version offered few differences.
After hours of public comment, council members still had questions. Council member Tom Scherlen asked if companies that cover abortion in their insurance plans would be liable for aiding and abetting.

    


Steve Austin, a representative with the petitioning committee, encouraged this to be voted in and make it illegal, saying the companies would follow the law.
"In my opinion, that is communism," Scherlen argued. "Where I come from, you don't dictate the law."
The city and its residents have been entangled in the abortion debate for several months. Part of the council's hesitation has been the strict state law, which bans nearly all abortions once a heartbeat is detected, except if the mother's life is in danger. Even then, doctors argue the laws are confusing.
During Tuesday's meeting, Amarillo residents said the ordinance went too far, wouldn't benefit local businesses, and is likely unconstitutional. One of the residents, Michael Ford, who considers himself pro-life, said the ordinance is more focused on making a political statement than carefully navigating the law's intricacies.
"I firmly believe that what women and families need most in crisis is love, compassion, and support," Ford said. "Not the threat of public shame and humiliation."
Other residents, in support of the ordinance, said it would protect unborn children. Jacob Myers said while the area is conservative, the city should still "undermine the radical left."

    


"We need to stand with our pro-life laws and legislate laws and legislation," Myers said.
The Potter-Randall County Medical Society, a group representing 400 physicians across various specialties in the Amarillo area, released a statement expressing concerns with the ordinance. The group said the policy would prevent medical providers from discussing all available treatment options with pregnant women facing a health crisis, until it becomes an emergency.
Dr. Richard McKay spoke for the society at the meeting. He said the issue of abortion has proven difficult for physicians both before and after Roe v. Wade.
"I'm concerned that we will return to the horror stories I saw in the emergency room when ladies came in from having an abortion on the kitchen table," McKay said.
Other cities and counties in Texas have passed ordinances to prohibit traveling through their jurisdictions for an abortion outside the state. This includes the cities of Athens, Abilene, Plainview, San Angelo, Odessa, Muenster and Little River-Academy, and Mitchell, Goliad, Lubbock, Dawson, Cochran and Jack counties.
___
This story was originally published by The Texas Tribune and distributed through a partnership with The Associated Press.
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                    A magnitude 4.8 earthquake has cracked walls and caused other minor damage in a fishing community in southwestern South Korea. No injuries were reported from the quake Wednesday morning.
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    [image: In this photo provided by South Korea's Jeonbuk Fire Safety Headquarters, products are scattered on the floor at a convenience store after an earthquake in Buan, South Korea, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. An earthquake broke windows and caused other minor damage in a fishing community in southwestern South Korea on Wednesday, but no injuries have been reported. (Jeonbuk Fire Safety Headquarters via AP)]
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                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- A magnitude 4.8 earthquake cracked walls, spilled items from store shelves and caused other minor damage in a fishing community in southwestern South Korea on Wednesday, but no injuries have been reported.
The earthquake in Buan, which had an estimated depth of 8 kilometers (5 miles), was the strongest detected in South Korea this year.
The National Fire Agency said it so far confirmed eight minor cases of property damage in Buan and the nearby city of Iksan, including cracked walls at homes and a warehouse, at least two broken wall tiles and at least one broken window. It was also strong enough to knock items off store shelves.
Jo Yoo-jin, an official at the North Joella province fire department, said officials received nearly 80 calls from area residents who felt the shaking. More than 200 other similar calls were placed by residents in other regions, including 38 in the central North Chungcheong province and seven in the country's capital, Seoul, according to the National Fire Agency.

    


There were no reports of injuries as of Wednesday morning.
South Korean Prime Minister Han Duck-Soo, the country's No. 2 official behind President Yoon Suk Yeol, instructed officials to guard against the possibility of aftershocks and prepare for safely evacuating residents and protecting key infrastructure such as power plants and transportation networks.
South Korea's Nuclear Safety and Security Commission said it assessed that the earthquake did not affect the safety at any of the country's nuclear power plants and that it didn't find any abnormalities after conducting emergency inspections.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/south-korea-earthquake-buan-broken-windows-2704243bfda1fc4d4e652f6977072322



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Indonesian police arrest 6 suspected poachers over the killing of 26 endangered Javan rhinos | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Indonesian police arrest 6 suspected poachers over the killing of 26 endangered Javan rhinos

                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            NINIEK KARMINI

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) -- Indonesian authorities said Wednesday they have arrested six suspects in an international poaching ring targeting the Javan rhinoceros, a critically endangered species.
The suspects are part of a network that used homemade firearms to kill at least 26 Javan rhinos since 2018 to get their horns. The horns are in high demand in Asia where they're predominantly used in traditional Chinese medicine and increasingly for making ornaments, said Banten provincial police chief Abdul Karim.
He said the six men were arrested in a joint operation by police and the Forestry and Environment Ministry last month. One of the leaders of the syndicate, Sunendi, was arrested last year and sentenced to 12 years in prison and a 100-million rupiah ($6,135) fine.
Police and a team of rangers from Banten's Ujung Kulon National Park were searching for eight other members of the syndicate, o