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Every Dollar Counts. To Pay for the War, Ukraine Embraces Privatization



The government hopes to sell off a range of companies to fund the military and stabilize the economy as the grueling conflict with Russia drains its coffers.




The Hotel Ukraine, which towers over the center of Kyiv, is up for sale for $25 million as part of a government privatization drive.




By Constant Meheut and Daria Mitiuk


Jun 12, 2024


Towering over Kyiv for six decades, Hotel Ukraine has witnessed some pivotal moments in Ukraine's recent history.



Crowds gathered on the square in front of the 14-story hotel to celebrate the fall of the Soviet Union. Popular uprisings on what was later called Independence Square toppled Ukrainian leaders. Today, blue and yellow flags cover lawns near the hotel, serving as a reminder of the many lives lost in the war between Ukraine and Russia.



Now, Hotel Ukraine is up for auction as part of an effort to sell off some large state assets to help fund the military and bolster an economy battered by a grueling war that has drained the country's coffers. The starting price for Hotel Ukraine is $25 million.



Beginning this summer, the government will 
auction some 20 state-owned companies
, including Hotel Ukraine, a vast shopping mall in Kyiv, and several mining and chemical companies.



The privatization push has two main goals: to raise money for a state budget that is 
short $5 billion this year for military spending,
 and to strengthen Ukraine's flagging economy by attracting investment that will, officials hope, make it more self-sufficient over time.



"The budget is in the red," Oleksiy Sobolev, Ukraine's deputy economy minister, said in an interview. "We need to find other ways to get money to keep the macroeconomic situation stable, to help the army and to win this war against Russia."




Inside the Irshank titanium mine in Ukraine's Zhytomyr region on Wednesday. The mine, owned by United Mining and Chemical Company, will be one of the state assets that will be privatized.




Still, the privatization will only go so far, and faces considerable challenges for a nation at war, with many citizens worried the sales could be subject to Ukraine's pervasive 
corruption
.



Ievgen Baranov, the managing director at Dragon Capital, a Kyiv-based investment firm, said that privatization would work only if the government "acts as a responsible seller who's able to give guarantees and indemnities to prospective buyers."



Mindful that investors may be put off by the conflict, the government has set itself a modest target of selling a minimum of about $100 million worth of assets this year -- a sum that pales in comparison to the multibillion-dollar military aid packages sent by Western allies.



Ukrainian officials and experts acknowledge that given the risks posed by the conflict, assets are likely to be sold at lower prices than they would have been before the war. But they hope the privatizations will help prop up the economy by creating more jobs and tax revenue in addition to bringing in more investment. The situation is urgent, they say.



"The state is in desperate need of money," said Michael Lukashenko, a partner at Aequo, a law firm that has advised companies on privatization. "If we don't sell now and raise money, soon there will be nothing to sell because the property will be either destroyed or occupied."




A statue in the window of Ocean Plaza, a shopping mall the government plans to sell as part of the privatization plan.




After the Soviet Union collapsed in 1991, Ukraine inherited many poorly managed and debt-ridden state enterprises. Today, it owns some 3,100 companies, with less than half actually operating and only 15 percent generating profits, according to 
official figures
.



Last year, the five most unprofitable companies cost the state more than $50 million. "This level of cost is unacceptable, especially during wartime, when every expenditure must be carefully controlled," Vitaliy Koval, the head of Ukraine's State Property Fund, which manages state companies, said in a recent interview at the fund's headquarters in Kyiv.



On the wall of his office hung a map of Ukraine with pins representing some 30 state-owned distilleries. Only four are operating, Mr. Koval said. The goal was to remove all the pins, he said.



Mr. Koval said he and the State Property Fund were advertising the privatizations at a conference in Berlin this week focusing on Ukraine's recovery.



A former construction and transport entrepreneur, Mr. Koval said he saw state-owned companies as a "breeding ground for corruption and other illegal activities." His fund was now conducting "triage" to determine which enterprises should be privatized, liquidated or kept under state control. "Privatization is synonymous with cleansing," he said.



The government's ultimate goal is to retain control of only 100 companies.




Vitaliy Koval, the head of Ukraine's State Property Fund, which manages state companies.




Mr. Koval said Ukraine did not currently have enough weapons to prevent its 
factories from being destroyed or captured by Russia
 and needed to quickly sell off assets to "buy more shells and air defenses" to protect them.



"Investing a few thousand dollars into shells today is more prudent than risking assets falling into Russian hands in the future," he said.



Past privatization efforts have often been ill-conceived, economists say, allowing large assets to fall into the hands of oligarchs on the cheap, or have been delayed for years by unfavorable market conditions and legal disputes over the payment of company debts.



The government says the auction system will make the process more transparent. But it remains to be seen if the debt disputes can be successfully resolved.



One of the biggest assets up for sale is United Mining and Chemical Company, known as U.M.C.C., one of the world's largest producers of titanium, a metal used in aircraft and medical implants. Three auctions were canceled before the war, though amid the pandemic and the threat of a Russian invasion, because of a lack of bidders.



The Ukrainian government is now hoping that a fourth auction, scheduled for the fall, will actually happen. Vitaliy Strukov, a managing partner at BDO Ukraine, the financial firm advising the government on the sale of U.M.C.C., said seven investors had already expressed interest in the sale, which will start at around $100 million.




The privatization push has two main goals: to raise money for a state budget that is short $5 billion this year for military spending, and to strengthen Ukraine's flagging economy.




In Kyiv, many people have mixed feelings about the privatization push. Some said that "every hryvnia counts" in supporting the war effort, referring to Ukraine's currency. But they also expressed fears about potential corruption.



"Where this money goes, nobody knows," said Olha Kalinichenko, 36, who was having breakfast recently in the restaurant of Hotel Ukraine, enjoying a view of Independence Square with the golden domes of cathedrals rising between Soviet-era buildings on the horizon.



Ms. Kalinichenko said the hotel held a special place in her heart since it was the site of many battles for Ukraine's sovereignty.



"I myself came here during the Maidan revolution; many volunteers stayed at the Hotel Ukraine," she said, referring to the popular uprising that ousted Viktor Yanukovych, a pro-Russian president, in February 2014 and foreshadowed the current conflict with Moscow.




The lobby of Hotel Ukraine. Many Ukrainians feel the hotel is culturally important since it witnessed so many events in the country's recent history.




Alla Sheverieva, an employee of the hotel for more than 30 years, said she remembered seeing Ukrainian riot police officers violently dispersing crowds that had gathered on the square during the Maidan revolution. Snipers also fired on the crowd from the top of the hotel.



"I heard shooting and there were crazy screams in the hallway as they started bringing in the dead and the wounded," Ms. Sheverieva said, recalling how the hotel's lobby was turned into a makeshift hospital, its marble floors smeared with blood.



Mr. Koval, the head of the property fund, said the hotel had accumulated $1 million in debt, and that the government should not hold onto it for its history. Many Soviet-era businesses were now "relics of the past," he said. "Today we have to break free from this legacy."



Ukraine is especially eager to attract foreign investors "to show that private investment is possible even during the war," said Mr. Baranov of Dragon Capital.



But Ukrainian officials and economists admit that wartime conditions will make luring investors a challenge.



In April, Russian missiles destroyed a power plant operated by Centrenergo, one of the companies Ukraine had hoped to privatize. "There isn't much to sell now," Mr. Baranov said.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/12/world/europe/ukraine-privatization-war.html
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In July 2023, the mountaineer Tenjen Lama Sherpa guided a Norwegian climber to summit the world's 14 highest peaks in record time. In a sport that demands an alchemy of sinewy resolve and high-altitude faith, Mr. Lama did everything his client did and more. But she received most of the money, fame and attention.



The kind of lucrative endorsements enjoyed by foreign athletes are not usually given to Nepal's ethnic Sherpas. For them, the profession of Himalayan guide offers a path out of deep poverty, but also a possible route -- strewed with avalanches and icefalls -- to a premature death.



Mr. Lama could not afford to rest after guiding the Norwegian, he told The New York Times. Life in Kathmandu, the capital of Nepal, was expensive. He could not read or write, but he wanted his sons to get the best education, a costly endeavor.



So only three months after climbing the 14 peaks, Mr. Lama was back working as a Sherpa -- his name, his ethnicity, his profession and, ultimately, his fate. Another foreigner chasing another record had hired him as a guide. This time, it was Gina Marie Rzucidlo, who was trying to become the first American woman to climb the world's tallest mountains. Another American woman, also guided by a Sherpa, was climbing separately in pursuit of the same record.




Tenjen Lama Sherpa in Kathmandu, Nepal, in 2023.




But on Oct. 7, avalanches broke loose on Mount Shishapangma in Tibet. Both pairs of climbers were killed.



Mr. Lama's death was the latest in a series of tragedies to shear his family tree of siblings. In 2021, Norbu Sherpa, the oldest of the four mountain-climbing brothers, ended his life after a love affair went wrong. And last May, Phurba Sherpa, the second oldest, died during a rescue mission on Mount Everest.



The last remaining brother, Pasdawa Sherpa, learned about Mr. Lama's death after returning from an expedition to the world's seventh- and eighth-highest mountains.



For three days, Mr. Pasdawa traveled by foot, bus and plane to Mr. Lama's apartment in Kathmandu. He knelt before his brother's Buddhist altar, eight candles flickering above. Marigolds and a ceremonial cloth surrounded a portrait of Mr. Lama, grinning in an orange snowsuit.



Mr. Pasdawa closed his eyes and prayed for his dead brothers. He said he prayed for himself, too. He would have to persevere in the only life he knew.



"I will keep climbing mountains," Mr. Pasdawa said. "I have no other options."




Pasdawa Sherpa, left, Mr. Lama's youngest brother, attending last rites in October.




A Sherpa's Burden



This is what a Sherpa does: He lugs heavy packs and oxygen cylinders for foreign clients. He cooks and sets up camp. He navigates through snowstorms and clears piles of trash. He wakes before dawn and spend hours driving metal pickets into the ice so a rope line can protect foreign climbers. He trudges past icefalls where bus-size slabs have buried other Sherpas in frozen graveyards. (On the mountain, he is usually a he; female Sherpas don't tend to work as guides.)



Compared with the client, a Sherpa spends far more time in the so-called death zone: elevations above 26,000 feet, or 8,000 meters, where human cognition slows without supplemental oxygen and altitude sickness can quickly turn fatal.



Walung, the village in northeastern Nepal where Mr. Lama and his brothers grew up, has produced about 100 expedition guides over the past couple of decades.



Of those 100, 15 have died on the job, locals said.



The high mortality rate highlights the inequity of a life-or-death sport. Roughly one-third of the more than 335 people who have died on Everest are Sherpas. Yet their expertise earns them wages that, while high by local standards, are only a fraction of what most of their clients shell out for their expeditions.



"We help the foreigners," said Makalu Lakpa, an experienced guide from Walung and a close friend of Mr. Lama's. "It is very dangerous, but we do it."




Mountaineers lined up while climbing a slope during their ascent to the summit of Mount Everest, in Nepal, in 2021.




Nepal's mountaineering industry, a crucial money earner for an impoverished country, caters to those willing to spend upward of $100,000 to summit a single Himalayan peak in luxurious style. Almost all are foreigners. In recent years, their numbers have surged, as have logjams at high-altitude choke points and icefalls, increasing the chance of accidents. Some expedition leaders also believe that climate change is leading to unpredictable weather patterns, increasing the risk of deadly avalanches.



During last year's spring climbing season at Mount Everest, the Nepali government issued permits to 478 foreigners, the most ever. Eighteen people, including six Sherpas, died on the mountain, another record.



So far this spring, 
six people have been confirmed dead
 in their quests to summit Mount Everest, and three are missing.



The boom in expeditions has brought both inexperienced climbers, who are more likely to need rescuing from high elevations, and record-driven mountaineers, who push themselves and their teams to the limits. Each foreign trekker, whether beginner or expert, depends on at least one Sherpa, often several.



Beyond the economic imbalance, Sherpas are often relegated to the footnotes of mountaineering history. With the first ascent of Everest in 1953, Edmund Hillary comes first in the global consciousness, Tenzing Norgay second. One exception is the airport near Everest Base Camp, the Tenzing-Hillary Airport.




A team photograph of the 1953 Mount Everest expedition, which placed Tenzing Norgay and Edmund Hillary on the summit of the world's highest mountain, on display in Kathmandu.




Racing for a Record



In the spring of 2023, Kristin Harila, a Norwegian mountaineer, began her race to beat the record for the fastest ascent of the world's 14 highest peaks. At the time, the record stood at six months and six days. Before that, the record was eight years.



The slogan of Ms. Harila's sponsored expedition, a 92-day sprint across the high Himalayas, was "She Moves Mountains." To succeed, she needed the guidance of Sherpas, especially Mr. Lama.



The first mountain was Shishapangma, where Mr. Lama would die half a year later. Trouble struck early, in the form of paperwork. China refused visas to six of the 11 Sherpas on her team. Mr. Lama lugged and hammered and pulled and hefted, making up for the missing half-dozen men. He was fast and efficient, with no unneeded movements in the thin air, Ms. Harila said.



"Lama did all the jobs," she said. "No one would have summited if Lama wasn't there."




The Norwegian climber Kristin Harila at Shishapangma, the 14th-highest mountain in the world, in Tibet in April 2023.




Next was Cho Oyu, the world's sixth-highest mountain, also climbed from Tibet. With weather threatening and the weight of their supplies too great, the pair decided to leave the others and charge from base camp to the summit, skipping acclimatization stops along the way. What can take other climbers 10 days, Mr. Lama and Ms. Harila accomplished in about 30 hours.



"A Sherpa's fitness comes by birth," Mr. Lama told The Times a few weeks before his death.



The pair scaled Nepal's Annapurna 1, where 476 climbers have made successful ascents and 73 others died trying, according to the Himalayan Database. In Pakistan, they ascended Broad Peak, where Ms. Harila and two Sherpas had nearly been swept away by an avalanche the year before. They summited Everest, Lhotse, Makalu, Manaslu, Kangchenjunga, Dhaulagiri, Nanga Parbat, Gasherbrum I and II.



In late July, only one mountain remained: K2, the second-highest mountain in the world, where, just 1,300 feet below the summit, climbers must clamber at a 60-degree angle and squeeze past a gully menaced by huge columns of glacial ice. Nearly all the deaths at K2 have occurred around this bottleneck.



Mr. Lama and Ms. Harila, accompanied by a videographer, reached the choke point around 2 in the morning. Horror awaited them: They found a young Pakistani porter hanging at the end of a rope, upside down and barely alive. The young man, named Muhammad Hassan, was wearing neither gloves nor a snowsuit.



Ms. Harila, Mr. Lama and the videographer clipped themselves ahead of the rest of the team on the rope line and approached the man. Ms. Harila said she stayed there for more than an hour, trying to help. Eventually, Mr. Lama and Ms. Harila continued with their ascent. The videographer and others stayed to try to save Mr. Hassan, feeding him oxygen and attempting to keep him warm.




Ms. Harila and Mr. Lama at Kangchenjunga, the third-highest mountain in the world, in Nepal.




Mr. Hassan, who had been transporting spools of rope despite warnings that he was not equipped for such high altitude, died. Soon after came criticism that Ms. Harila had chased her record over saving a man's life.



But a witness who was there that day said it wasn't clear what Ms. Harila and Mr. Lama could have done. Too big a crowd in the narrow passage would have brought its own dire risks.



"We did, and other people did, everything we could to save him, and it was impossible," Ms. Harila said. "Everyone tried. Many risked their lives to save him."



Only when they were scaling the final incline of K2 did Mr. Lama's faith waver, he told The Times afterward. The Pakistani porter's plight made stark the dangers of K2. Avalanches tore down the mountain. Sheets of ice shivered and crackled above. Near the summit, Mr. Lama had to clear the snow by hand, each step a soft crunch into potential nothingness.



"It was one of the hardest moments of our climbing," Mr. Lama said.



At the summit, the 14 peaks traversed in a world-record 92 days, Mr. Lama and Ms. Harila touched hands and cried, he said. They sent triumphant news down by walkie-talkie.



But the death of Mr. Hassan chilled their success. At base camp, someone had organized a celebratory cake.



"No one was in a mood for a party," Ms. Harila said. "We took this cake and went to bed."



Climbing out of Poverty



Whenever he could, after his exploits -- 37 summits of the world's tallest mountains by the time he died -- Mr. Lama would return home to Walung, an isolated hamlet in northeastern Nepal. Walung sits in a high-altitude valley below barley and millet fields, where shaggy yaks graze, hunched against the cold. Mr. Lama and his brothers grew up herding livestock. They played soccer with a knot of worn socks serving as a ball.



Three of Mr. Lama's brothers died in infancy, a common arithmetic in these Himalayan foothills. As the second-youngest child, Mr. Lama was dispatched to the local monastery, which could be counted on to feed an extra mouth. There, he picked up the name Lama, given to monks of the Tibetan Buddhist faith.



At the time, Sherpas who became professional mountaineers mostly came from another part of northeastern Nepal. But in the early 2000s, a climber from Walung, Mingma Sherpa, became the first South Asian to summit the world's 14 tallest mountains. (Most Sherpas use the surname Sherpa, but that does not mean they are related.)



Mr. Mingma and his three brothers eventually started Seven Summit Treks, which now organizes about a third of all Everest expeditions. Mr. Mingma hired most of his guides from Walung.




An experienced climber, Mingma Sherpa, center, and his three brothers, including Chhang Dawa Sherpa, right and Tashi Lakpa, left, started Seven Summit Treks, which now organizes about a third of all Everest expeditions. 




Mr. Lama's oldest brother was too old when the climbing craze began in the village. But the four other brothers joined Seven Summit Treks, turning the company into a true Walung fraternity. Mr. Lama, who had given up the monkhood and married, joined the mountaineering industry about a decade ago. He started as a porter and rope fixer, then graduated to guide.



"We ate the same food, the same tea, but those brothers, they were extra strong," said Mr. Lakpa, Mr. Lama's friend from Walung. "Lama was the strongest."



In 2019, Mr. Lama and his three brothers entered the Guinness World Records, when they climbed Kangchenjunga, the world's third-highest mountain. In a photo taken at the summit, the siblings smiled, each in a bright suit, the air light with their exhilaration.



Breaking records, as Mr. Lama did, means substantially more earning power. An average summit earns a guide less than $4,000; an 8,000-meter mountain can bring about $7,500. Mr. Lama, because of his 14-peak achievement, was poised to make about $9,700 per climb, some of the highest fees a Sherpa can command. Still, it is far less than what a top foreign climber can raise through endorsements -- and Sherpas' jobs involve more danger.




Pasdawa Sherpa with a photo of himself and his brothers at the summit. They made it into the record books for being four brothers who climbed the world's third-highest mountain, Kangchenjunga.




In the days after his record-breaking summits, Mr. Lama said that Ms. Harila had not originally wanted to take him along for all 14 peaks.



"She wanted to change the climbing guide every time," he told The Times. "Maybe she was thinking I would also set the record."



But Mr. Mingma, the head of Seven Summit Treks, said he persuaded Ms. Harila that this way both a man and a woman, a Sherpa and a foreigner, could set the record together.



"Kristin accepted my idea very easily," he said. "One Sherpa man and one Norwegian lady, it was good for us and good for her."



Ms. Harila said that she wanted to share the achievement with a Sherpa from the start.



"They really deserve to be part of a record like that," she said. "It's their land and their mountains."



Even as Walung natives rose to the top mountaineering ranks, the overall number of Sherpas in the business was declining. Some of the most successful have moved overseas, part of an exodus of Nepalis from a country plagued by corruption and poverty. 
Few guides want their own children to follow in their path
.



Before he died, Mr. Lama told his friends that he hoped his boys, now 16 and 14, would stay away from mountain climbing. He had gotten them into a good school in Kathmandu. On the wall of the family bedroom, next to a row of medals, hung one son's artwork: drawings of a Spinosaurus and a T-rex, a pterodactyl and a dragon, each carefully labeled in English.




The family bedroom with a row of medals, next to one son's drawings of different dinosaurs and a dragon, each carefully labeled in English.




In April, Mr. Lama's older son, Lakpa Sange Sherpa, started a computer studies course. He has no interest in mountain climbing, he said.



He does not speak much Sherpa, the language of his parents who were born at the foot of Makalu, the world's fifth-highest mountain.



"I like computers," Lakpa said.



The family of a guide who dies is now entitled to an insurance payout of about $11,250, far more than the few hundred dollars on offer before. But Pema Yangji Sherpa, Mr. Lama's widow, still worries that might not be enough to keep her boys from the same job that killed their father and uncle.



"I want my sons to leave Nepal, to study abroad in a country where they can have a better future," she said. "I don't like the mountains."




Pema Yangji Sherpa, left, Mr. Lama's widow, with Nima Lhamu Sherpa, his sister, mourning at their home in Kathmandu, Nepal, in October.




A Doomed Ascent



At first there is white snow, blue ice and dark rock. In an instant, gravity, spurred by wind and the tiniest of disturbances, transforms frozen matter into a deadly force. Avalanches thunder, and then they smother.



Shishapangma, in Tibet, is considered the easiest of the 14 peaks. Still, nearly one in 10 climbers dies attempting its ascent. On Oct. 7, Mr. Lama was guiding Ms. Rzucidlo, one of two American climbers making their attempt. Ahead of them were Anna Gutu and her guide, Mingmar Sherpa. With uncertain weather ahead, other climbers retreated. The two Americans and two Sherpas persevered. The women had just this mountain left before a chance at the American 14-peak record.



Separate avalanches claimed each pair.




Ms. Harila and Mr. Lama entered the record books in 2023 as the climbers who took the least time to scale all the world's peaks over 8,000 meters: 92 days to summit all 14 mountains.




The rivalry between the two Americans was so intense that it may have spurred them to dangerous heights, other climbers said.



At the start of the 2024 climbing season, Seven Summit Treks ordered Mr. Pasdawa, Mr. Lama's youngest sibling, to work as a guide on the same mountain where Mr. Lama had died.



"I had requested to them to send me to other mountains, but they have decided on Shishapangma," Mr. Pasdawa said.



Mr. Pasdawa, along with five others from the Walung area, was being offered up as a high-altitude porter for a foreign client. He was to haul food, tents, ropes and oxygen tanks up the same mountain traversed last year by his brother.



"Everything is heavy," Mr. Pasdawa said.



A Shishapangma excursion will earn him about $3,000, Mr. Pasdawa said. For the men of Walung, especially those like him who had to leave school after just a couple of years, there are only two jobs: farming and mountaineering.



There is another reason, though, for Mr. Pasdawa to travel to Shishapangma: to recover the body of his older brother, one of the world's greatest mountaineers.



In Tibetan Buddhist tradition, to which the Sherpas adhere, the dead should be cremated at home. Only then, after the purification of flames, can their souls reincarnate.



In mid-May, a team led by a Nepali climber 
found the bodies of Ms. Gutu and Mr. Mingmar
. Their remains were evacuated from Tibet to Kathmandu.



But as May drew to a close, Mr. Pasdawa was still waiting for his visa to Tibet. The spring climbing season will soon end. Along with Ms. Rzucidlo, his brother is still out there somewhere on the mountain, frozen in his orange snowsuit.



"It's not certain that I can find his body," Mr. Pasdawa said. "But I will do my best."




Mount Shishapangma, seen from Tibet in 2023. Mr. Lama's body is still somewhere on the mountain.





This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/11/world/asia/sherpa-mountain-climber-record.html
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Why Senate Democrats Are Outperforming Biden in Key States



Democratic candidates have leads in Wisconsin, Pennsylvania, Nevada, Michigan and Arizona -- but strategists aligned with both parties caution that the battle for Senate control is just starting.




In Wisconsin, Senator Tammy Baldwin is holding a polling lead over her Republican opponent, Eric Hovde.




By Jonathan Weisman


Jun 12, 2024


It was a Pride Weekend in Wisconsin, a natural time for the state's pathbreaking, openly gay senator to rally her Democratic base, but on Sunday, Tammy Baldwin was far away from the parades and gatherings in Madison and Milwaukee -- at a dairy farm in Republican Richland County.



"I'll show up in deep-red counties. and they'll be like, 'I can't remember the last time we've seen a sitting U.S. senator here, especially not a Democrat,'" said Ms. Baldwin, an hour into her unassuming work of handing out plastic silverware at an annual dairy breakfast, and five months before Wisconsin voters will decide whether to give her a third term. "I think that begins to break through."



Wisconsin is one of seven states that will determine the presidency this November, but it will also help determine which party controls the Senate. President Biden and former President Donald J. Trump are running neck-and-neck in the state, which Mr. Trump narrowly won in 2016 and Mr. Biden took back in 2020.



Ms. Baldwin, by contrast, is running well ahead of the president and her presumed Republican opponent, the wealthy banker Eric Hovde. Polls 
released early last month by The New York Times
, The Philadelphia Inquirer and Siena College found Ms. Baldwin holding a lead of 49 percent to 40 percent over Mr. Hovde. In late May, the nonpartisan Cook Political Report put the spread even wider, 
12 percentage points
.



That down-ballot Democratic strength is not isolated to Wisconsin. Senate Democratic candidates also hold leads in Arizona, Michigan, Nevada and Pennsylvania. A 
Marist Poll released Tuesday
 said Mr. Trump led Mr. Biden in Ohio by seven percentage points, but Senator Sherrod Brown, a Democrat, leads his challenger, Bernie Moreno, by five percentage points, a 12-point swing.




The Huff-Nel-Sons Farm in Richland Center, Wis., hosted the annual dairy breakfast on Sunday.




In a memo of warning, shared with donors, Americans for Prosperity Action, a conservative group focused on helping Republicans reclaim Senate control, said that in states with heated Senate races voters hold a deeply negative view of Mr. Biden but positive views of their Democratic senators.



"It's still early in the race, but we are seeing some of the same warning signs we saw in 2022," said Bill Riggs, a spokesman for the group. "So far, voters are not connecting Democrat Senate candidates to the top of the ticket, and despite deep disapproval, Biden hasn't become the drag you'd expect."



There isn't one reason that Democratic Senate candidates are doing so much better than Mr. Biden. The policy terrain for congressional candidates may be more favorable than for the president. Most of the Democratic candidates have the power of incumbency, in name recognition and fund-raising. And unlike Mr. Biden, most have opponents who are not well known and therefore vulnerable to negative attacks.



Over pancakes and cheese curds, Scott Crook, a retired operating engineer in Richland County, echoed the negative advertising against Mr. Hovde when he called him a rich guy from California -- Democrats have been blasting him 
over his $7 million home
 in Laguna Beach, Calif.



"His money isn't fooling anybody here," he said.



Lauren Hitt, a spokeswoman for the Biden campaign, said Senate Democratic candidates were running on the president's agenda. It has benefited them, and ultimately will benefit Mr. Biden.



"In 2022, Democrats had the best midterm performance by a president's party in decades because the Biden-Harris agenda is incredibly popular," she said, citing abortion rights and controls on drug prices. "President Biden's record won at the ballot box in 2022, and it will win again in 2024."



Republican Senate campaign aides dismissed any concerns as well. Reagan McCarthy, a spokeswoman for Bernie Moreno, the Republican Senate candidate in Ohio, noted that as Mr. Moreno digs his way out of 
a brutal primary season
, Mr. Brown has the support of barely more than 40 percent of voters -- "a death spot for any incumbent."



Elizabeth Gregory, a spokeswoman for Dave McCormick, the Republican challenging Senator Bob Casey in Pennsylvania, pointed to The New York Times's poll, which has Mr. Casey at 46 percent against Mr. McCormick's 41 percent. "Incumbent senators with Bob Casey's poll numbers at this point almost always lose," she said, "and he will, too."



But for many reasons, Senate Democratic candidates just have it easier than Mr. Biden. On the policy front, they are far less encumbered by controversies that have the president crosswise between his party's left flank and the broad center of the electorate. Voters by and large don't expect Senate candidates to shape U.S. foreign policy in Israel, nor do they hold a porous U.S.-Mexican border against them.



"They don't blame her for all the things they blame President Biden for," said Pam Flick, a retired educator and a Democrat from Richland Center, Wis.




President Biden and former President Donald J. Trump are running neck-and-neck in Wisconsin.




As Mr. Biden balances priorities, including contentious issues like extracting billions of dollars in aid for Ukraine, Democratic candidates can more narrowly zoom in on issues like lowering child care costs -- which Ms. Baldwin talked up on Monday in Milwaukee.



"Without question," Ms. Baldwin said of whether the president should focus more on kitchen-table issues. "You've seen him tackle things like junk fees; that move alone is wildly popular. What he hasn't done yet is connect the dots -- that he's the one who's cracking down."



As Mr. Biden worked this spring to shore up flagging support among young progressives, canceling student debt against the inclinations of more moderate voters and framing the election as a struggle to save democracy, Senate Democratic candidates were buttressing their images with the center-left and center-right voters they will need in swing states.



Mr. Brown went on the 
air to play up his bipartisan work
 to bring semiconductor manufacturing to Ohio, never mentioning Mr. Biden's name, though the president was instrumental in passing the legislation, known as the 
CHIPS and Science Act
. An 
ad running in Nevada
 has Senator Jacky Rosen, a Democrat, promoting herself as "one of the most bipartisan senators" who worked with both parties to help veterans exposed to toxic burn pits in Iraq. Again, Mr. Biden goes unmentioned on one of his signature legislative achievements, 
the PACT Act
.



A 
recent ad by Mr. Casey
 in Pennsylvania did one better, featuring hard-hatted workers declaring, "Our own government turned their backs on us, using Chinese steel to build our infrastructure," adding, "Bob Casey said no way." Viewers could be forgiven for concluding that "our government" was Mr. Biden's, even though the president muscled through the "buy American" provision for steel in his infrastructure bill.



But campaign aides in both parties caution not to read too much into the Senate Democrats' policy plays, communication skills or strategic maneuvering. Their biggest advantages are much more obvious: Democratic senators running for re-election in Montana, Nevada, Ohio, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin have the power of incumbency on their side, working against Republican challengers who are far less known.



And that could matter most.



"We're so darned busy, we don't pay attention to politics," offered Sherry Nelson, 70, who co-owns the Huff-Nel-Sons Farm that hosted Sunday's dairy breakfast, along with her husband, Larry Nelson, 69. But, she added of Ms. Baldwin, "I think she's doing a fine job."



As for the presidential contest, both Nelsons were extremely disappointed on their choices.



"It's a flip of the coin," Mr. Nelson said of his vote in November. "That's about it."



Mr. Biden and Mr. Trump are running as incumbent versus incumbent, with neither having an edge in name identification and both saddled with entrenched negative images.




Sherry and Larry Nelson, owners of Huff-Nel-Sons Farm in Richland Center, Wis.




As Andrew Mamo, a strategist with the Baldwin campaign, put it, he's trying to shape the opinions of 50 percent of Wisconsin's voters who don't know the Republican in this race, and so therefore can be swayed by negative advertising. The Biden campaign actually has to change some people's minds about Mr. Trump, and that is among the hardest jobs in politics. Voters don't tend to like to admit they were wrong.



The exceptions prove the rule. In Michigan, where Representative Elissa Slotkin is running for the seat of Senator Debbie Stabenow, who is retiring, her lead over her expected Republican challenger, former Representative Mike Rogers, is within the margin of error in most polls, with at least a quarter of Michigan voters undecided. Neither candidate is an incumbent. Both come from the Lansing area, with much of Michigan unfamiliar with them.



In the Arizona Senate race to replace Kyrsten Sinema after her retirement, Representative Ruben Gallego, a Democrat, does hold a consistent lead over his Republican opponent, the former news anchor Kari Lake. But that may be because the better known candidate is Ms. Lake, and she is not liked, not since she refused to accept defeat in her failed run for governor in 2022.



Mike Berg, a spokesman for the National Republican Senatorial Committee, said with Republican candidates still introducing themselves, the more important polling number is the Democrats' vote share, which in most cases is below 50 percent.



"Our candidates still have significant room to grow," he said, adding, "these Democrats are going to win or lose with Biden regardless of their 11th-hour attempts to create distance from him after backing every single one of his disastrous policies."



He may have a point. In the last two presidential elections, only a single candidate, Senator Susan Collins, Republican of Maine, won a race in a state that went for the opposite party's presidential nominee.



"The fact of the matter is there is less ticket splitting today than at any other time in American history," Mr. Berg said.



Republicans already have an advantage in their quest to take back the chamber. The G.O.P. has all but won the seat of retiring Democratic Senator Joe Manchin III of West Virginia, a deeply red state. To keep control of the Senate, Democrats will have to win every single swing state race, plus their two races in Republican-leaning Montana and Ohio, unless somehow Democratic challengers defy the odds against Republican incumbents in Texas, Florida or Missouri.



But if Republicans want to run up the score, they should not be complacent, cautioned Brian Walsh, a Republican strategist once with the National Republican Senatorial Committee.



"Certainly no one's panicking," he said, "but for Republicans who think Biden's unpopularity is just going to translate down to these other Democrats, look at 2022," when the president was similarly unpopular and the Democrats actually gained a seat in the Senate.
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Southern Baptists Vote to Oppose Use of I.V.F.



With almost 13 million church members across the United States, the Southern Baptist Convention has long been a bellwether for American evangelicalism.




An usher collects ballots after a vote at the Southern Baptist Convention in Indianapolis.




By Ruth Graham


Jun 12, 2024


Southern Baptists voted on Wednesday to oppose the use of in vitro fertilization. The vote was an indication that ordinary evangelicals are increasingly open to arguments that equate embryos with human life, and that two years after the overturning of Roe v. Wade, "fetal personhood" may be the next front for the anti-abortion movement.



More than 10,000 delegates, called "messengers," have gathered in Indianapolis for the denomination's annual meeting, which is closely watched as a barometer of evangelical sentiment on a variety of cultural and political issues. The vote on Wednesday was the first time that attendees at the Southern Baptist meeting have addressed the ethics of in vitro fertilization directly. In 2021, the group passed a resolution declaring "unequivocally that abortion is murder."



The resolution proposed on Wednesday called on Southern Baptists "to reaffirm the unconditional value and right to life of every human being, including those in an embryonic stage, and to only utilize reproductive technologies consistent with that affirmation, especially in the number of embryos generated in the I.V.F. process."



A vast majority of the delegates oppose abortion, but fertility treatments are widely used by evangelicals. Although the process of in vitro fertilization often results in the destruction of unused embryos, many Southern Baptists see that as fundamentally different from abortion because the goal of fertility treatment is to create new life.



With almost 13 million church members across the United States, the Southern Baptist Convention has long been a bellwether for American evangelicalism. Its reliably conservative membership makes the denomination a powerful political force, and its debates this year have attracted widespread interest from outside commentators and politicians.



Last month, the head of the denomination's public policy arm sent a letter to the U.S. Senate asking legislators to clamp down on in vitro fertilization, stating that the practice harms children and women, who may be unaware of "complications and moral concerns."



The resolution affirmed on Wednesday is not a ban and will have no binding impacts on families in Southern Baptist churches who are pursuing fertility treatments. The amendment expresses empathy for couples experiencing infertility, and affirms that all children are a gift from God, no matter the circumstances of their conception.



But its adoption sends a strong message on evangelical sentiment around in vitro fertilization, months after an Alabama Supreme Court justice ruled that under the state's laws, frozen embryos are to be considered children.



That ruling sparked an immediate backlash, including from many Republicans. The Alabama Legislature quickly 
passed a bill
 to protect in vitro fertilization providers in the state, and Senators Ted Cruz of Texas and Katie Britt of Alabama introduced federal legislation intending to protect the procedure.



The authors of the Southern Baptist resolution acknowledged that the issue is divisive even among strongly anti-abortion Christians, and that Republicans have leaped to preserve access to fertility treatments.



"I want to do more than nudge Republicans who are against us on this. I want to call them out for their error and inconsistency," R. Albert Mohler Jr., president of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Ky., said in an interview one day before the vote.



Mr. Mohler submitted the resolution with Andrew T. Walker, an associate professor of Christian ethics and public theology at the same school.



Hours earlier, Baptists rejected a move to crack down on congregations with women in pastoral leadership. The vote dealt an unexpected rebuke to a hard-right faction that has been jockeying for influence in the country's largest Protestant denomination.



The amendment would have added language to the denomination's constitution saying that "only men" could be affirmed or employed "as any kind of pastor or elder as qualified by Scripture." The amendment's language echoes the Southern Baptist statement of faith, but opponents warned that it was unnecessary and risked alienating and punishing churches that broadly align with Southern Baptist values.



This is a developing news story. Check back for updates.
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Jerry West, One of Basketball's Greatest Players, Dies at 86



He was a sharpshooting, high-scoring Hall of Fame guard for the Lakers and later an executive with the team. His image became the N.B.A.'s logo.




Jerry West was guarded by Walt Frazier in the 1972 N.B.A. finals against the New York Knicks. When the Lakers won the championship that year, avenging their loss to New York in the 1970 finals, West spoke after the last game with a colossal sense of relief.




By Bruce Weber


Jun 12, 2024


Jerry West, who emerged from West Virginia coal country to become one of basketball's greatest players, a signature figure in the history of the Los Angeles Lakers and a literal icon of the sport -- his is the silhouette on the logo of the National Basketball Association -- died on Wednesday. He was 86. 



The Los Angeles Clippers announced his death but provided no other details. West was a consultant for the team in recent years.



For four decades, first as a player and later as a scout, a coach and an executive, West played a formidable role in the evolution of the N.B.A. in general and the Lakers in particular, beginning in 1960, when the team moved from Minneapolis to Los Angeles and he was its first draft choice.



He won championships with several generations of Laker teams and Laker stars and was an all-star in each of his 14 seasons. But except for his longtime teammate, the great forward 
Elgin Baylor
, who retired without a championship, there may have never been a greater player who suffered the persistent close-but-no-cigar frustration that followed West for the bulk of his career on the court.



During his tenure, the Lakers buzzed almost perpetually around the championship, but West had the misfortune to play while the Boston Celtics, with 
Bill Russell
 at center, were at the height of their indomitability -- they beat the Lakers in the finals six times.



It wasn't until the Lakers acquired their own giant, Wilt Chamberlain, that they triumphed, but even that took four seasons -- and a seventh defeat in the finals, to the Knicks in 1970 -- to accomplish.



The 1971-72 Lakers won 69 games, a record at the time -- the 1995-96 Chicago Bulls won 72 and the 2015-16 Golden State Warriors won 73 -- including a streak of 33 in a row that remains unequaled. When they avenged their loss to the Knicks, winning the 1972 championship, West spoke after the last game with a colossal sense of relief, recalling that his thirst for the ultimate victory began before he entered the pros. In 1959, his junior year at West Virginia University, his team made it to the national finals against California, only to lose by a single point.



"The last time I won a championship was in the 12th grade," West said after he scored 23 points as the Lakers beat the Knicks 114-100 to capture the series in five games. He added: "This is a fantastic feeling. This is one summer I'm really going to enjoy."



As the Lakers general manager, West succeeded more often. He led a team that included Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, Magic Johnson and James Worthy to a championship in 1985 -- sweet revenge against the Celtics at last -- and again in 1987 and 1988.




West, center, in 1976, when he was a rookie coach of the Lakers and the team's star player was Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, No. 33.




In 2000, as executive vice president (his role was as a super-general manager, with the authority over personnel), he won again, having acquired Kobe Bryant in a trade and signed Shaquille O'Neal as a free agent. West left the Lakers after that season, but the team built largely on his watch won two more championships in a row.



As a long-armed sharpshooting guard, West, who played from 1960 to 1974, is on anyone's short list of the finest backcourt players in the history of the game. At 6-foot-2 or 6-foot-3 and well under 200 pounds, he wasn't especially big, even by the standards of the day: His great contemporaries Oscar Robertson, John Havlicek and, a bit later, Walt Frazier were taller, brawnier men adept at posting up opposing guards. (Havlicek also played forward.)



But West, who routinely played through injuries -- his nose was reportedly broken nine times -- was a quick and powerful leaper with a lightning right-handed release, all of which allowed him to get his shot away against taller, stronger defenders.



He wasn't the finest dribbler in the league, but he was among its finest passers, averaging nearly seven assists per game, and his nearly six rebounds per game was better than average for a guard. He had quick hands on defense, enormous stamina, a relentlessly active presence on the court -- a quality now often described as a great motor -- and superior court sense.



Excelling Under Pressure



He was probably best known, however, for excelling in tough situations and big games, for wanting the ball when the game was in the balance, and for making shots under pressure.



In the 1970 finals against the Knicks, West made one of the most memorable shots in league history. With the Lakers down by two and the clock ticking down, his buzzer-beating heave from beyond half court tied the game. The three-point shot was not yet in effect -- the N.B.A. didn't adopt it until 1979 -- and the Lakers lost in overtime.



"If it comes down to one shot," West said once, "I like to shoot the ball. I don't worry about it. If it doesn't go in, it doesn't go in."



West led the N.B.A. in scoring in the 1969-70 season with 31.2 points per game; he scored more than 30 points per game in four seasons; and he averaged 27 points during the regular season for his career, the eighth-highest figure in N.B.A. history and third-highest at the time of his retirement (behind Chamberlain and Baylor).



But he was even better in the playoffs, when he averaged more than 30 points a game seven times, including 40.6 in 1964. 




West in action against the Boston Celtics in the mid-1960s. The Celtics were his nemesis throughout his career.




In the 1969 finals against the Celtics, he averaged 37.9 points, including 42 in the final game, in which he also had 13 rebounds and 12 assists and led a fourth-quarter comeback that fell, heartbreakingly, a bucket short. He was named the Most Valuable Player for the series, still the only time a losing player has been the finals' M.V.P. Afterward the Celtics were agog with praise.



Bill Russell called West "the greatest player in the game," and Red Auerbach, the renowned coach who was then the Celtics' general manager, called West's performance in a losing cause one of the most brilliant he'd ever seen.



"The guy I felt sorry for in those playoffs was Jerry West," John Havlicek told the writer Terry Pluto for his book "Tall Tales: The Glory Years of the N.B.A." (2000). "He was so great, and he was absolutely devastated. As we came off the court, I went up to Jerry and I said, 'I love you and I just hope you get a championship. You deserve it as much as anyone who has ever played this game.' He was too emotionally spent to say anything, but you could feel his absolute and total dejection over losing."




West when he played for West Virginia University in 1960. In the pro ranks, his nose was reportedly broken nine times.




Zeke From Cabin Creek



Jerry Alan West was born in Chelyan, W.Va., on May 28, 1938, and lived in several towns in the area southeast of Charleston along the Kanawha River, including Cabin Creek, the derivation of one of his later nicknames: Zeke from Cabin Creek. (With the Lakers, he was also known as Mr. Outside -- Elgin Baylor was Mr. Inside -- and Mr. Clutch.)



West was the fifth of six children of Howard and Cecile Sue (Creasey) West. His mother (her first name was pronounced Cecil) was a store clerk, and his father was a machine operator for an oil company and worked in the electrical shop at a coal mine. A fierce union man and a rigid disciplinarian, the elder West was portrayed in a 1960 article in The Saturday Evening Post, while Jerry was starring for West Virginia, as a "a salty man of strong convictions" and small-town country habits who was "inclined to brag more about his front porch -- 'biggest front porch in town, wouldn't trade it for a pair o' Missouri mules' -- than about his all-American son."



Jerry West, who grew up shy and introverted -- "an intelligent, intense, complicated young man of 21," The Post wrote -- was most affected by what he later said was a chilly household and the death of an older brother, David, in the Korean War. In a harshly introspective memoir, "West by West: My Charmed, Tormented Life" (2011, with Jonathan Coleman), West spoke of being beaten by his father and "raised in a home, a series of them actually, that was spotless but where I never learned what love was."



He played basketball at East Bank High School, and when the team won the 1956 state championship, the town renamed itself West Bank for a day.




West playing for West Virginia against George Washington University in1958.




Over three years at West Virginia University, he averaged nearly 25 points per game, shooting better than 50 percent and grabbing more than 13 rebounds per game. He was twice named player of the year in what was then the Southern Conference and twice picked as a consensus all-American. He was paired in the backcourt with Oscar Robertson on the gold medal-winning American Olympic team in 1960.



In his 14 pro seasons, West was named to the all-N.B.A. first team 11 times. But injuries finally caught up with him.



"With my different noses, my wife has been married to nine different guys," he said. He missed the 1971 playoffs with a torn knee ligament and agonized through his final season with a persistent abdominal strain.



He had had salary squabbles with Jack Kent Cooke, the Lakers' owner, and after saying he would play a 15th year, he decided on retirement shortly before the 1974-75 season, a move that exacerbated an already strained relationship.



In the spring of 1975, West sued, saying Cooke had failed to honor a $1 million, five-year agreement that covered both a playing contract and post-playing years. The Lakers countersued, saying West's abrupt last-minute reneging on his promise to play doomed the team to a poor season. (They finished at 30-52.) Both suits were dropped a year later after the two men reconciled -- to some degree; they saw eye to eye on very little -- and Cooke hired West as the Lakers' head coach in 1976.



In his first season as head coach, West led the Lakers to the N.B.A.'s best record, 53-29, with Abdul-Jabbar as the league's most valuable player, but they lost in the playoffs to the eventual champions, the Portland Trail Blazers, led by Bill Walton, 
who died
 last month. Two years later, the Los Angeles once again lost to the eventual champs, the Seattle SuperSonics.



West's won-lost record over three seasons as coach was 145-101 -- a creditable resume, especially given that he'd had no previous coaching experience at any level. But it was not a rewarding experience.



Among other things, he had been through two troubling incidents. In one, Abdul-Jabbar broke his hand when he punched the opposing center, Kent Benson of the Milwaukee Bucks, after Benson had elbowed him in the stomach. Several weeks later came one of the most shocking and upsetting episodes in league history: On Dec. 9, 1977, when an on-the-court melee broke out between the Lakers and the Houston Rockets, the Laker forward Kermit Washington delivered a punch to the head of the Rockets' Rudy Tomjanovich that nearly killed him.



Becoming an Executive



In a 2010 biography of West, Roland Lazenby wrote that "West is certain that talent supersedes coaching in the business of basketball," and even though Cooke sold the team after the 1979 season and the new owner, Jerry Buss, wanted West to stay on, he didn't care for being on the bench. West did, however, have an interest in player evaluation and in having an executive role on the team, and in 1982, following a season that had brought the Lakers, led by Abdul-Jabbar and Magic Johnson, their second championship in three years, Buss named him general manager.



West was an active team builder His draft picks included several players who became Laker stalwarts: James Worthy (No. 1 overall in 1982, ahead of Dominque Wilkins), A.C. Green in the first round in 1985, and, to replace Abdul-Jabbar, who retired after 20 years as the game's dominant player, Vlade Divac in the first round in 1989.



In a six-player deal with the San Diego Clippers (now the Los Angeles Clippers) in 1983, West traded a popular guard, Norm Nixon, and added Byron Scott. When Magic Johnson retired in 1991 after revealing that he had tested positive for H.I.V., West sought to create another one-two punch on the order of Abdul-Jabbar and Johnson or Chamberlain and West.



In the space of a week in 1996, he finally managed it, trading Divac to the Charlotte Hornets for a recent draftee just out of high school -- 
Kobe Bryant
 -- and signing a big man who had recently become a free agent, Shaquille O'Neal. The result: Over 20 seasons, from 1982 to 2002, the Lakers reached the N.B.A. finals 10 times, winning five championships and missing the playoffs just once.




West in 2006, when he was president of basketball operations for the Memphis Grizzlies, a post he held from 2002 to 2007. In his second year at the helm, the Grizzlies were 50-32, the first of the three consecutive seasons in which they qualified for the playoffs.




After leaving the Lakers, West spent five seasons, from 2002 to 2007, with the Memphis Grizzlies, a team that had never won as many as half its games in its seven previous seasons. In West's second year at the helm, the Grizzlies were 50-32, the first of the three consecutive seasons in which they qualified for the playoffs.



He later joined the board of the Golden State Warriors, who were league champions in 2015 but who, after a record-setting regular season, lost in the finals the next year to LeBron James and the Cleveland Cavaliers. Following that defeat, West was reportedly involved in acquiring the all-star free agent forward Kevin Durant.



West's first marriage, to Martha Jane Kane, whom he met in college, ended in divorce. He married Karen Bua in 1978. West had five sons: David Mark, Michael, Ryan and Jonnie. Complete information on his survivors was not immediately available. 



In recent years West's personality became the object of some scrutiny. Both Lazenby's biography and West's own book depict him as a troubled perfectionist and a relentless, pitiless self-examiner -- someone who, in West's own words, was "aloof and inscrutable," possessed of "a demon-filled mind" and unable to fully enjoy his many successes.



In 2022, the HBO show "Winning Time: The Rise of the Lakers Dynasty" portrayed West (played by Jason Clarke) as an irrationally relentless and tantrum-throwing executive still brooding over past disappointments. In a statement after the show's premiere, a lawyer representing West demanded a retraction and an apology in a statement that 
described
 his characterization in the show as "deliberately false," "egregious" and "cruel."



HBO defended the show, 
saying in a statement
, "The series and its depictions are based on extensive factual research and reliable sourcing."



West acknowledged that he had complicated personality. "I am not a conventional person or thinker, not someone who walks a straightforward line," he wrote. "I am too rebellious and defiant for that, always have been. I am, if I may say so, an enigma (even to myself, 
especially
 to myself), an obsessive, someone whose mind ranges far and wide and returns to the things that, for better or worse, hold me in their thrall."




West at a game between the Los Angeles Clippers and the San Antonio Spurs in 2023. He had been a consultant for the Clippers in recent years.




West added that he wrote the book to "explain the mystery of that person" who is suggested by the logo of the N.B.A., which was created in 1969 and has a peculiar murkiness to its history. It shows a figure in white silhouette against a red and blue background, a slender player facing forward in midstride, dribbling with his left hand, his body angled gracefully.



The league has never acknowledged officially that it is West. It resembles him enough, however, that some critics have grumbled that the logo is out of date, and that because the league is mostly Black, the figure should be identifiable as a Black star, like Michael Jordan.




West's silhouette is considered to be the basis of the NBA logo.




In 2010, The Los Angeles Times interviewed Alan Siegel, the man who designed the logo. Of course it's West, he said, but he hadn't chosen West as the model; he chose a photo of West that captivated him.



"It was perfect," Siegel said. "It was vertical and it had a sense of movement. It was just one of those things that clicked."



As for West himself, he told The Times that he felt awkward commenting, but that if he was indeed the model, it would be flattering. He recalled that when he first saw Siegel's drawing, he thought, "That looks like somebody familiar."



Alex Traub
 contributed reporting.
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Saudi Arabia's Next Billion-Dollar Sports Play: A Boxing Takeover



A proposal awaiting financing would attempt to bring together dozens of the world's best boxers in a single, Saudi-run pro league.




Oleksandr Usyk, left, and Tyson Fury in their heavyweight unification fight in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, last month.




By Tariq Panja


Jun 12, 2024


Saudi Arabia has already launched a hostile takeover of professional golf. It has invested billions of dollars in world soccer. Now it wants to own professional boxing, too.



An ambitious and expensive Saudi plan that would reshape the economics, structure and future of boxing is in the final stages of approval, according to two people with direct knowledge of the plan.



Saudi Arabia's giant sovereign wealth vehicle, the Public Investment Fund, would finance the project. The fund is holding final negotiations about dispersing the initial investment -- said to be as much as $2 billion -- that the plan would require, according to the two people involved in the planning. Both people declined to be identified because the project does not have final approval.



The Public Investment Fund, 
known as the P.I.F.
, declined to comment.



Under the Saudi proposal, about 200 of the top men's boxers in the world would be signed and then divided into 12 weight classes in what would amount to a global boxing league.



Each class would include about 15 fighters each, allowing the best talents to regularly face off. The move would effectively create a single boxing entity that would replace the sometimes chaotic and frustrating system of dueling promoters and warring sanctioning bodies. The new entity would have the resources, and the fighters, to stage high-profile cards around the globe.



And unlike many of the sports Saudi Arabia has previously attempted to disrupt, professional boxing may be ripe for reimagining. The sport has lost its luster and some of its allure in recent decades and is currently run by a tangled web of rival promoters and disparate sanctioning bodies that arrange their own fights and award their own titles. That leaves fans to sift through a confusing system that frequently stymies meetings between the best boxers and one that boasts multiple "champions" in the same weight classes.



The new series would operate under one brand name, an arrangement similar to the business model of the hugely popular Ultimate Fighting Championship, which has steadily eroded boxing's global popularity. In the U.F.C., 15 fighters are ranked in leagues per weight division as well as one ranking for the best "pound-for-pound" fighters. In the Saudi-backed event, boxers would be able to move up the rankings tables but also be eliminated from the series and replaced by new talent.



The project has been under discussion for more than a year, and developed with the help of multiple consultancy firms, including Boston Consulting Group, which helped the P.I.F. on several projects as the shape of the Saudi-funded LIV Golf series emerged. Should an investment decision be confirmed in the next few weeks, the series could start as early as the first half of next year, according to one of the people involved in the planning.




Saudi Arabia has positioned itself as a center of the boxing world by offering huge purses and staging title fights.




At that point, the P.I.F. would again provide what the project needs most: money.



For years, the fund has been the vehicle Saudi Arabia has used for its cash-soaked assault on the sports industry. Its moves have plowed huge amounts of fresh capital into clubs, teams, events, federations and sporting organizations. But they also have unsettled entire industries, from professional golf to soccer to 
tennis
, and brought criticism that Saudi Arabia has sought to reshape perceptions of the kingdom through what is derided as "
sportswashing
."



The biggest sticking point to the Saudi plan for boxing may be long-term contracts that some of the best boxers already have with high-profile promoters, many of whom are often separately tied to different television networks.



To resolve that issue, discussions have already begun on the possibility of full or partial investments from the P.I.F. in several of the biggest boxing promotion companies, according to the planners.



Two of the biggest promoters, Top Rank and Queensbury, declined to comment on any talks.



Partnerships are also under discussion with some of boxing's traditional organizations, which control the rights not only to key boxers, but also to highly valuable intellectual property like archival video, historic results and the title belts once held by boxing royalty like Muhammad Ali and Mike Tyson.



In the new series, there would be a requirement for boxers to perform in a minimum number of events per year, a move designed to prevent some of the top boxers from taking prolonged time away from the sport, a cause of frustration among boxing fans.



Should the plan for the boxing league go ahead, a P.I.F. entity called Sela has been earmarked to promote the events, which would be held not just in Saudi Arabia but around the world. Sela, a sports events company, has already staged boxing events in Saudi Arabia, including the recent heavyweight unification bout between Britain's Tyson Fury and Oleksandr Usyk of Ukraine.



In that fight, Usyk became the first unified heavyweight champion in more than a generation.




Usyk celebrating his victory over Fury, which made him the undisputed heavyweight champion.




Sela declined to comment on the new Saudi boxing plan.



That fight was just the latest in a series of high-profile boxing cards held in Saudi Arabia in recent years, turning the kingdom, thanks to the richest purses in the sport, into the top destination for the biggest bouts.



Saudi and Sela will soon be branching further afield, with events under the headline 
Riyadh Season
 now set to take place overseas.



The first will be in August in Los Angeles, when Terrence Crawford and Israil Madrimov meet for the World Boxing Association and World Boxing Organization super-welterweight title. That may be followed by an even bigger event at London's Wembley Stadium featuring the former heavyweight champion Anthony Joshua.



That event has already been talked up by the Saudi official who has quickly become the most prominent figure in boxing, Turki al-Sheikh, the chairman of Saudi Arabia's General Entertainment Authority.



Al-Sheikh is at the center of the plans to restructure boxing, and alluded as much in 
a recent interview with ESPN
 in which he reportedly said he planned to "fix" a "broken" sport. The interview did not reveal details of the new Saudi league.




Turki al-Sheikh, second from right, with the British boxer Anthony Joshua to his right, during a fight at Kingdom Arena. 




The boxing effort he is leading dovetails with broader projects already underway in the kingdom. It also aligns with the desire of the country's crown prince and de facto ruler, Mohammed bin Salman, to reshape the image of the gulf's biggest nation, wean it away from its dependence on oil exports and also deliver broad changes to its conservative Muslim society.



Al-Sheikh, who is one of Prince Mohammed's most-trusted lieutenants, is often the most visible presence from the royal court at high-profile sporting events. At the Usyk-Fury fight, for example, he sat in a ringside seat next to the soccer star Cristiano Ronaldo and other invited celebrities. After Usyk won, al-Sheikh entered the ring to speak with both fighters.



But his growing influence in boxing is apparent in other ways, too. He has been name-checked in interviews and in social media posts by top boxers, promoters and even major broadcast networks.



And as Saudi Arabia has replaced Las Vegas, Los Angeles and London as the destination for the biggest fights, he is also helping to change the way the sport is broadcast. The recent heavyweight title fight -- which reportedly earned Fury $100 million -- was essentially given away to broadcast partners to air for free on the condition that they share some of their revenue with the host nation. Broadcast partners typically spend millions of dollars to acquire such rights.



The broadcast of the fight was also curious in another way that boosted viewership: Hundreds of illegal online streams 
were easily available and lasted for the duration of the fight
. No effort, it seemed, was being made to take them down and prevent audiences from viewing the latest Saudi showcase.
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At the G7, Biden Will Push for Frozen Russian Assets to Help Ukraine



President Biden faces the hurdle of convincing his allies that the United States plans to stay in the fight with Ukraine, no matter what happens in November.




President Biden will face the hurdle of convincing his allies, starting with President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine, that the United States plans to stay in the fight with Ukraine, no matter what happens in the U.S. presidential election in November.




By Erica L. Green and David E. Sanger


Jun 12, 2024


Two weeks after President Biden reversed himself and approved firing American weapons into Russian territory, he and his closest allies are preparing a different kind of assault, using the proceeds from Russia's own financial assets to aid the reconstruction of Ukraine.



For two years, the world's largest Western economies have debated how to deal with $300 billion in frozen Russian assets, which the Kremlin left in Western financial institutions after the Ukraine invasion began in 2022.



Now, after long debates about whether the West could legally turn those assets over to the government of President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine, the allies seem on the brink of a compromise, to be announced at the Group of 7 summit in Italy.



The Group of 7, which comprises the world's wealthiest large democracies, is about to agree to a loan to Ukraine of roughly $50 billion to rebuild the country's devastated infrastructure, with the understanding that it will be paid back by interest earned on the frozen Russian assets, Western officials said. But even that amount, experts say, would only begin to make a dent in building a new Ukraine.



The financing announcement will be only a part of a summit this week that will range from how to reverse Russia's new momentum to how to bring about a cease-fire between Israel and Hamas. Mr. Biden and Mr. Zelensky will meet on Thursday and sign a security agreement, said Jake Sullivan, Mr. Biden's national security adviser.



"We want to demonstrate that the U.S. supports the people of Ukraine, that we stand with them, and that will continue to help address their security needs, not just tomorrow, but out into the future," Mr. Sullivan told reporters aboard Air Force One on the way to Italy.



"By signing this, we'll also be sending Russia a signal of our resolve," he added. "If Vladimir Putin thinks that he can outlast the coalition supporting Ukraine, he's wrong."



There will be moments during the summit when the leaders will try to lift their eyes beyond the current crises, including a meeting between the leaders and Pope Francis, focused on harnessing the power of artificial intelligence.



The loan deal, combined with a 
raft of new sanctions
 aimed at countering China's effort to remake Russia's defense industrial base, are part of the latest efforts to bolster Ukraine and hobble Russia at a perilous moment in the 27-month old conflict.



Still, Europe is bracing for the possibility that former President Donald J. Trump, who has spoken openly of pulling out of NATO, could be back in power by the time the group next meets, in 2025. And several of the leaders present -- including Prime Minister Rishi Sunak of Britain and President Emmanuel Macron of France -- are facing elections that could redefine Europe.



Mr. Biden faces the hurdle of convincing his allies, starting with Mr. Zelensky, that the United States plans to stay in the fight with Ukraine, no matter what happens in November. The extensive delays this spring in getting congressional passage of the $61 billion in new ammunition and air defenses, Mr. Biden's aides acknowledge, cost Ukraine lives, territory and tactical military advantage.



Mr. Biden told Mr. Zelensky last week, in France, that "I apologize for the weeks of not knowing what was going to pass," and put the onus on Republicans in Congress. "Some of our very conservative members were holding it up," he said.



But the scope of the opposition in Congress also raised the question of whether that last injection of a sizable military package could be the last, and threatens Mr. Biden's claim as the Western leader who rallied the rest of the allies to fend off further assaults by President Vladimir V. Putin.




The site of the Group of 7 summit in Savelletri, Italy.




Now, with the war at a critical moment, the Group of 7 leaders seem poised to end months of deliberations over how to use the $300 billion in frozen Russian central bank assets, which were largely kept in European financial institutions. The idea is to provide an infusion of economic aid to Ukraine.



During a trip to Normandy last week, Mr. Biden appeared to have persuaded France, one of the last holdouts, to support the deal. At the end of the trip, President Emmanuel Macron of France 
told reporters that he hoped
 "all members of the G7 will agree to a $50 billion solidarity fund for Ukraine."



The Biden administration, after considerable internal arguments, had been pushing to outright seize the assets. But that idea fell flat in Europe, where most of the funds are held, out of concern that it would be a violation of international law.



The European Union did agree to use the interest that the central bank assets have been earning where most of them are held -- in Belgium's central securities depository, Euroclear -- to provide Ukraine with about 3 billion euros annually.



But the Biden administration wanted to provide Ukraine with more funds upfront, so it devised a plan to use that interest to back a loan that the United States and other Group of 7 countries could deliver immediately.



The loan could be as large as $50 billion and would be repaid over time with the so-called windfall profits being generated from Russia's money.



In recent weeks, finance ministers from the Group of 7 have been trying to hash out the complicated details of how such a loan would work, with several outstanding questions still to be answered. Officials have been trying to determine how the money would actually be transmitted to Ukraine, and have discussed running it through an institution such as the World Bank as an intermediary.



It is unclear how the loan would be repaid if the war ended before the bond matured or if interest rates fell, making the proceeds on the assets insufficient to repay the loan.



John E. Herbst,
 
senior director of the Eurasia Center at the Atlantic Council, and a former U.S. ambassador to Ukraine, said that unlocking the assets was of principal importance for the Group of 7, especially after the stalemate in Congress and the United States' delays in providing Ukraine with certain weapons.



"The administration has been quick to get aid to Ukraine once Congress moved, and that's to its credit," he said. "But we still are slow in getting Ukraine what it needs in terms of the right weapon system, especially right now. This is not just an American failure; it's a failure of the entire alliance."



The unlocking of frozen assets would be "a game changer," said Evelyn Farkas, the executive director of the McCain Institute at Arizona State University, who previously served as deputy assistant secretary of defense for Russia, Ukraine and Eurasia under President Barack Obama.



Ms. Farkas said that the U.S. delays likely "focused the European mind," in making European countries think: "OK, we have to come up with alternatives because the U.S. is not reliable."



"Hopefully," she said, "they stay focused."



Alan Rappeport
 contributed reporting.
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Pope Francis Is Accused of Using a Homophobic Slur Again



Two prominent Italian news agencies said the pontiff used the term on Tuesday during a meeting with priests, after he was accused of uttering the same word last month while speaking with Italian bishops.




Pope Francis was reported to have used an anti-gay slur during a meeting with priests in Rome on Tuesday.




By Emma Bubola


Jun 12, 2024


Pope Francis repeated an anti-gay slur during a meeting with priests in Rome on Tuesday, Italian news outlets reported, the same offensive term 
he was accused of using two weeks ago
. The Vatican, in summarizing the gathering, said only that the pontiff had cautioned about admitting gay men into Roman Catholic seminaries.



The Vatican did not address the reports by two of the most prominent news agencies in Italy, 
ANSA
 and 
Adnkronos
, that he had again used the word "frociaggine," an offensive Italian slang term referring to gay men. The reports cited anonymous sources they said had been present at the meeting.



The New York Times could not independently verify the pope's use of the term. A spokesperson for the Vatican declined to comment late Tuesday.



The context in which Francis is said to have used the slur remained unclear. The Italian newspaper Corriere della Sera reported on Wednesday that he had used the term in relating the words of a bishop. "A bishop came to me and told me, 'There is too much frociaggine here in the Vatican,'" Corriere reported the pope as saying.



Francis was accused of using the same term 
last month
 at a private meeting with Italian bishops, according to several people present at the meeting who spoke anonymously to the Italian news media.



Those reports ignited widespread backlash and drew an apology from the pope, issued through the director of the Holy See's press office, who said: "The pope never intended to offend or express himself in homophobic terms, and he extends his apologies to those who were offended by the use of a term, reported by others."



According to Vatican News, the Holy See's online news site, Tuesday's meeting took place at the Salesian Pontifical University in Rome. There, it said in its summary, the pope "spoke about the danger of ideologies in the church" and reiterated that while the church should welcome people "with homosexual tendencies," it should exercise "prudence" in admitting them into seminaries.



The Vatican said the closed-door meeting had also addressed "pastoral" and "current" themes, like substance abuse, low voter turnout in elections, and the wars in the Middle East, Ukraine and elsewhere.



Francis has been widely credited with making moves to welcome L.G.B.T.Q. people in the Roman Catholic Church, delivering a mostly inclusive message and deciding to allow priests to bless same-sex couples.



But the previous reports about the pope's use of the homophobic slur upset and alienated some L.G.B.T.Q. people within and outside the church.



After the reports in May, a gay priest 
wrote in America magazine
, a Jesuit publication, that he was "shocked and saddened" by the remarks and added, "We need more than an apology for Pope Francis' homophobic slur."



The Italian politician Alessandro Zan, who is gay and a prominent champion for L.G.B.T.Q. people, 
wrote on social media
 then: "There is not too much 'frociaggine.' There are too many homophobes."
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Her 10th anniversary as a Toronto police officer was approaching, but Firouzeh Zarabi-Majd was in no mood to celebrate. Embittered by the years of sexual harassment she said that she and her fellow female officers had experienced at work, she was engaged in a one-woman campaign to make her case public across Canada.



She had already gone through official channels, but when that didn't work she took to social media.



For 18 months, Ms. Zarabi-Majd posted images of the pornography and racist and sexist messages that she said she witnessed in the workplace.



She disclosed details of a sexual assault she said she experienced and cursed and mocked officials whom she believed were dismissive of her accusations.



She ignored warnings from Toronto's police force to stop.



Ms. Zarabi-Majd said she should have a right -- just as civilians do -- to discuss her grievances publicly.



But in May 2023, police officials fired her, saying she was trying to destroy the Toronto police's reputation and that her behavior rose to serious misconduct.




Ms. Zarabi-Majd displaying a photo of herself in her police uniform.




Ms. Zarabi-Majd, 43, appealed her dismissal to the Ontario Civilian Police Commission, an independent tribunal. This April, the commission sided with the police, ruling that there was just cause to fire her "to protect public confidence in policing."



Ms. Zarabi-Majd is pursuing a separate claim she filed with another body, the Human Rights Tribunal of Ontario, a quasi-judicial agency that handles discrimination complaints.



"The fact that I was fired really put things in perspective for me," Ms. Zarabi-Majd said. "What are they trying to do by firing a woman who's been sexually assaulted?"



Her experience, according to law enforcement experts, reflects similar issues in other municipal police forces in Canada, which remain male-dominated workplaces where female officers often do not report sexual harassment because they fear retaliation.



In British Columbia, six female police officers filed a class-action lawsuit last year against several police forces in the province, claiming that they had experienced gender-based harassment and bullying, including sexual harassment.




The Toronto Police Service 51 Division, where Ms. Zarabi-Majd worked before she was fired.




In Toronto, several female officers have filed sexual harassment claims against the city's police department, and a 2020 ruling by Ontario's human rights tribunal involving one case described the police force as "poisoned."



The department retained the consulting firm Deloitte to examine look at workplace practices and, in a 2022 report, the firm found that 28 percent of female police officers 
surveyed
 said that they had been victims of sexual harassment.



The agency, officially called the Toronto Police Service, would not comment on Ms. Zarabi-Majd's case, but said it had instituted anti-harassment training and was committed to improving the workplace.



"Harassment and discrimination have no place in our organization," said Stephanie Sayer, a spokeswoman for the Toronto police.



Ms. Zarabi-Majd was hired by the Toronto police as a 27-year-old cadet in 2008. Her supervisors had supported her ambitions to pursue investigative roles.



But by 2014 Ms. Zarabi-Majd said she had begun to encounter what she described as casual displays of sexism that she flagged to supervisors. With her phone, she began to snap pictures of pornography magazines stored in the station.




Ms. Zarabi-Majd said she felt she should have a right to publicize her claims in the news and on social media.




Male colleagues would regularly prod her about her sex life and sexual preferences, according to the complaint she filed with the Human Rights Tribunal of Ontario.



She deflected questions, she said, about her breasts and the appearance of the genitals of female officers.



Ms. Zarabi-Majd said the sexual harassment escalated in 2014, when she offered a ride home to two male colleagues who were intoxicated. After they reached the apartment of one of the officers, the men propositioned her and threatened to tell their colleagues it had happened, according to her human rights claim.



Then, in late 2015, a senior colleague visiting Ms. Zarabi-Majd's home forcibly kissed her while bragging of his sexual prowess, the claim says.



Fearing retaliation, she said she did not immediately report the episodes to her supervisors.



But Ms. Zarabi-Majd broke her silence in 2018 and pursued official channels to report her accusations, first to her supervisors, then to her police union. (She took sick leave from work and continues to receive disability benefits.)



The police department offered her a settlement in 2019 of 1.3 million Canadian dollars, but she rejected it because she said it required a nondisclosure agreement.




Ms. Zarabi-Majd's sexual harassment complaint is still playing out at the Human Rights Tribunal of Ontario.




She instead decided to make her case before the province's human rights tribunal. Then she began her public campaign.



"I went on social media and I started connecting with people, and it just felt like I was alive again," Ms. Zarabi-Majd said.



Her social media posts included evidence gathered over the years to document the harassment, such as screenshots of sexually explicit comments made about her in a WhatsApp group chat by male officers.



She chose not to show up to disciplinary hearings over her posts because, she said, she was dealing with post-traumatic stress disorder. In one post, she wrote, "I will not be attending this," referring to a hearing, with a feces emoji. She also accused a former police chief of enabling "sexual predators," according to her termination ruling.



The police found her guilty of discreditable conduct and insubordination. She raised the "proverbial middle finger" at the police force, Robin McElary-Downer, a retired deputy chief who presided over her disciplinary hearing, wrote in the decision dismissing Ms. Zarabi-Majd.



"Her blatant public refusal towards lawful orders, yelling and swearing at senior command, both verbally and electronically, her relentless unrestrained disdain for her employer," Ms. McElary-Downer wrote, "points to an individual who is filled with so much contempt and anger she is ungovernable."



Simona Jellinek, a Toronto-based lawyer who represents sexual assault victims, toured the police division where Ms. Zarabi-Majd worked about 15 years ago. On a bulletin board, she said she saw some of the images of "pinup girls and homophobic slurs."



"I remember challenging the officer that was showing us around, saying, 'Would you accept that if it was against a straight, white man?'." Ms. Jellinek said. The officer removed the posters.




Simona Jellinek, a lawyer, represents sexual assault victims in Toronto.




Heather McWilliam, a Toronto police officer who started on the force two years before Ms. Zarabi-Majd joined, said she also endured sexual harassment, including sexual comments and a forced kiss from a colleague.



Photos of her and other female officers in swimsuits were pulled from Facebook and passed around by a superior, she said.



The human rights tribunal, in a 2020 
ruling
, found that she had been victimized by a workplace that was not the product of "bad apples" within the force, but of behaviors and comments that had become normalized at work. The tribunal awarded her 85,000 Canadian dollars, roughly half her legal bill of 150,000 Canadian dollars.



Ms. McWilliam, who is on paid leave from the force, said the department had tried to silence her accusations with procedural delays, intimidation and nondisclosure agreements.



"The police prolonged it, thinking that I was eventually going to give up," she said. The department said the findings were serious and that it had put changes in place in response to the ruling.



As Ms. Zarabi-Majd awaits a decision from the human rights tribunal, she said her legal bills have mounted to 240,000 Canadian dollars. But, she added, she is determined to press on.



The message is clear, Ms. Zarabi-Majd said. "If you dare go on social media and talk about anything that should be kept in the family," she said, "we're going to fire you."
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Tesla Investors to Decide if Musk Deserves $45 Billion Payday



The vote is seen as a referendum on the limits of executive pay and the accountability of Silicon Valley billionaires.








By Jack Ewing and Peter Eavis


Jun 12, 2024


Under Elon Musk's leadership, Tesla popularized electric vehicles and became the most valuable auto company in the world. Mr. Musk became a billionaire many times over while generating huge profits for investors.



Even so, Tesla's shareholders may decide this week that Mr. Musk has been paid too much.



In a vote whose results will be announced on Thursday, the investors could strike down a compensation package -- paid in stock options and currently worth $45 billion -- that makes up a substantial portion of Mr. Musk's wealth.



With it, he is the probably richest person in the world, worth well over $200 billion. Without it, he could rank behind other billionaires like Jeff Bezos of Amazon.



Shareholders approved the pay formula in 2018 but are voting on it for a second time because a judge in Delaware 
voided the package
 in January. She ruled that Mr. Musk had largely dictated the terms to a board of directors stacked with close friends, people he made rich and his brother.



Tesla's board is asking shareholders to ratify the package again in hopes of getting the court to reinstate it.



For Mr. Musk to get all the options, Tesla's sales, profits and stock market value had to grow to heights few thought possible in 2018. Many investors believe that Mr. Musk deserves every penny.



"Without his relentless drive and uncompromising standards, there would be no Tesla," Ron Baron, chairman of Baron Capital, an investment fund manager, said in a letter urging fellow shareholders to reapprove Mr. Musk's pay package. "Tesla is Elon."



But the vote is expected to be close. Many of those opposing ratification contend that the award was too large.



Norges Bank Investment Management, which manages Norway's oil wealth and is the largest sovereign wealth fund, said last week that it had voted against the deal. "We remain concerned about the total size of the award," Norges Bank said in a statement.



The debate about Mr. Musk's stock award raises questions about the limits of executive compensation and the accountability of Silicon Valley billionaires whose wealth gives them vast influence. Besides being Tesla's largest shareholder, Mr. Musk owns the social media site X and the rocket company SpaceX, which ferries NASA astronauts to the International Space Station.



Some say an endorsement of the award would weaken laws designed to protect shareholders. The significance "goes way beyond Elon Musk," said Charles Elson, founding director of the Weinberg Center for Corporate Governance at the University of Delaware. "If he can do it, why not anybody else?"



In addition to Norges Bank, several of Tesla's largest shareholders have said they will vote against the pay package, including the California Public Employees' Retirement System, or CalPERS, the largest pension fund in the United States.



"When billionaires are allowed to flout the rules, normal people suffer," Brad Lander, the New York City comptroller, told reporters last week. Mr. Lander oversees public pension funds that own Tesla stock worth more than $620 million.



The bar for approval is high. To survive legal challenges, the measure requires approval from a majority of voting shares not including those held by Mr. Musk or his brother, Kimbal Musk.



How did the package become so valuable?



The dispute revolves around a deal that gave Mr. Musk options for up to 12 percent of Tesla's outstanding shares at the time. To collect, he had to hit demanding revenue or profit benchmarks and increase the company's stock market value to $650 billion.



Most of these targets were thought to be out of reach in 2018 because Tesla was struggling. Soon after, though, Tesla's business took off, and its market value peaked at $1.2 trillion in 2021. It has since fallen to $545 billion. Under the plan, the market value remained above the $650 billion target long enough for Mr. Musk to collect the options.



With the 2018 pay award, Mr. Musk owns 20.5 percent of Tesla, and just under 13 percent without.



Why are shareholders voting on this again?



The Tesla board is reacting to a ruling by Chancellor Kathaleen St. J. McCormick of the Court of Chancery in Delaware, where Tesla is registered as a corporation. In January, Chancellor McCormick agreed with a group of disenchanted Tesla shareholders who contended in a lawsuit that the 2018 pay package was wildly excessive.



Shareholder approval a second time might help address Chancellor McCormick's finding that the 2018 vote was tainted because members of the board failed to disclose conflicts of interest stemming from their personal and financial ties to Mr. Musk. She also found that the board had exaggerated how difficult it would be for Mr. Musk to meet the milestones required for him to collect the stock options.



A new shareholder vote with better disclosure "takes that argument off the table," James Murdoch, a board member, said in a video on a Tesla website.



Legal experts are less certain. "That may influence the court, but it's unclear," said Samantha Crispin, chair of the corporate department at Baker Botts, a law firm based in Texas. "There's no hard and fast rule."



Tesla has acknowledged in a regulatory filing that a yes vote "may not fully resolve the matter."



Why does Tesla's board want Musk to have the money?



Robyn Denholm, the chair of the Tesla board, argues that since March 2018 investors have earned a return of more than 1,000 percent because of Mr. Musk's leadership, and that the company is honor bound to give him what he was promised.



"Elon's unique contributions have built Tesla from a company that was, in 2018, a loss-making, ambitious company with significant hurdles and challenges to overcome into what it is today -- a company that is literally changing the world," Ms. Denholm said in a 
letter to shareholders
 last week.



Tesla's Model Y sport utility vehicle is the best-selling car in the world, and Tesla accounts for half the electric cars sold in the United States. "He succeeded spectacularly and should be rewarded accordingly," Cathie Wood, chief executive of Ark Invest, said on X. Tesla is among the biggest holdings for several Ark funds.



Why are some shareholders opposed?



Mr. Musk's critics acknowledge that Tesla forced the rest of the car industry to focus on electric vehicles. But some shareholders are unhappy with Tesla's recent financial performance. Sales and profit have declined, and the company has lost market share.



Some shareholders complain that X, which was Twitter when Mr. Musk bought it in 2022, has distracted him from running Tesla at a critical time. All that money may have even been counterproductive, some say, because it allowed him to pay about $44 billion for Twitter in the first place.



"The 2018 pay package really did nothing to focus Elon Musk on Tesla," Tejal Patel, executive director of SOC Investment Group, which has close ties to organized labor, told reporters last week. "If anything, it unfortunately enabled him to pursue even more outside business opportunities
."



Another criticism is that Tesla's board is simply resubmitting the 2018 pay package without any new conditions. "It's not going to create any incentives," said Michal Barzuza, a professor at the University of Virginia School of Law. "It's retrospective."



Ms. Denholm has noted that Mr. Musk cannot sell the shares he receives for five years, giving him a powerful incentive to stay focused on Tesla.



What else is on the ballot?



The board is also asking shareholders to approve moving Tesla's corporate registration to Texas, the location of Tesla's largest factory, saying Delaware courts have been unfair. But the lawsuit against Tesla and Mr. Musk in Delaware would remain a matter for Delaware courts.



If the pay package fails, will Musk have been paid nothing?



That is the argument Ms. Denholm is making. But Mr. Musk has become fabulously wealthy from Tesla shares he owns, which are worth more than $70 billion even excluding the ones he would get from the pay package.



Mr. Bezos of Amazon and Mark Zuckerberg of Meta became billionaires from the initial stakes in the companies they started -- and didn't receive large pay awards later.



The shares Mr. Musk already owned "provided a powerful incentive for Musk to stay and grow Tesla's market capitalization," Chancellor McCormick wrote.



What happens if shareholders reject the pay package?



That could happen. Tesla's second-largest shareholder, Vanguard, voted against the pay deal in 2018. BlackRock, the third largest, voted for it. Both declined to say how they were voting this time.



Tesla shares would probably fall on fears that Mr. Musk would leave the company, analysts at Bernstein said in a note to clients on Monday. Ms. Denholm has not discouraged speculation that a no vote would cause Mr. Musk to pay less attention to Tesla or even quit.



"If Tesla is to retain Elon's attention and motivate him to continue to devote his time, energy, ambition and vision to deliver comparable results in the future, we must stand by our deal," she said in her letter to shareholders.
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House Plans Vote on Holding Attorney General in Contempt Over Biden Audio



Merrick Garland has refused Republican demands to turn over recordings by the special counsel who investigated the president's handling of classified documents.




Attorney General Merrick B. Garland before testifying to the House Judiciary Committee last week. The Justice Department has already made public a transcript of President Biden's interview with the special counsel.




By Luke Broadwater


Jun 12, 2024


House Republicans planned to vote as early as Wednesday to hold Attorney General Merrick B. Garland in contempt of Congress after the Justice Department refused to comply with subpoenas demanding audio recordings of President Biden's interview with the special counsel investigating his handling of classified documents.



The Justice Department has 
already made public
 a transcript of Mr. Biden's interview with the special counsel, Robert K. Hur, but House Republicans have pushed for the release of the audio of the interview, arguing they need the recordings to examine the president's mental fitness.



Democrats have condemned the proceeding as Republicans abusing their congressional powers and seeking to use the audio for political purposes.



"The attorney general has substantially complied with their every request," said Representative Jerrold Nadler of New York, the top Democrat on the Judiciary Committee, adding that the Justice Department under Mr. Biden has cooperated far more extensively with requests from Republican lawmakers than it did under the Trump administration. 



In February, Mr. Hur, a former Justice Department official in the Trump administration, dropped 
a political bomb
 into the 2024 campaign, releasing a nearly 400-page final report summing up his investigation. Mr. Hur concluded that Mr. Biden should not face criminal charges, but a single 
line from his report
 handed Republicans significant political ammunition.



Mr. Hur wrote that a jury might view the president as an "elderly man with a poor memory."



Mr. Biden has asserted executive privilege to deny House Republicans access to recordings. That move is intended to shield Mr. Garland from prosecution if House Republicans succeed in holding him in contempt.



Republican leaders expect the measure to pass, but it could be a politically tricky vote for Republicans who represent districts won by Mr. Biden.



Should the House vote to hold Mr. Garland in contempt, that recommendation would then go to the U.S. attorney in Washington to consider whether to prosecute the case. Under federal law, contempt of Congress is a misdemeanor charge that carries a fine of $100 to $100,000 and a jail sentence of one month to one year.



In the last Congress, the Justice Department prosecuted two of four allies of Mr. Trump who were held in contempt after they refused to cooperate with the House committee investigating the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol. They were Peter Navarro, who is currently serving a four-month prison sentence after his conviction on the contempt charge, and 
Stephen K. Bannon
, who has been instructed by a federal judge to report by July 1 to serve his four-month sentence on the charge.



Given the highly politicized nature of Congress in the modern era, holdings of contempt have become almost a rite of passage for attorneys general.



The Justice Department cited executive privilege in opting not to pursue charges against two of Mr. Garland's predecessors when they were held in contempt: Eric H. Holder Jr., a Democrat, in 2012 and William P. Barr, a Republican, in 2020.



Democrats argued the contempt proceedings were intended to distract from their failed drive to impeach Mr. Biden and 
former President Donald J. Trump's felony conviction in New York
 on charges that he falsified business records to cover up a hush-money payment to a porn star.



"Republicans have weaponized committee after committee to the point that it is doing great damage to this institution," Representative Jim McGovern, Democrat of Massachusetts, said of the contempt proceedings.



But Representative Guy Reschenthaler, Republican of Pennsylvania, said that the matter was a straightforward case of Congress enforcing a subpoena with which Mr. Garland was out of compliance.



"Can the executive branch defy a subpoena that is lawfully issued and is also valid?" he asked. "I would make the argument that the answer to that is no."
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News Analysis



Alito's 'Godliness' Comment Echoes a Broader Christian Movement



Justice Samuel Alito's secretly recorded remarks come as many conservatives have openly embraced the view that American democracy must be grounded in a Christian worldview.




Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr. at the Supreme Court in 2021.




By Elizabeth Dias and Lisa Lerer


Jun 12, 2024


It's a phrase not commonly associated with legal doctrine: returning America to "a place of godliness."



And yet when asked by a woman posing as a Catholic conservative at a dinner last week, Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr. 
appeared to endorse the idea
. The unguarded moment added to calls for greater scrutiny by Democrats, many of whom are eager to open official investigations into outside influence at the Supreme Court.



But the core of the idea expressed to Mr. Alito, that the country must fight the decline of Christianity in public life, goes beyond the questions of bias and influence at the nation's highest court. An array of conservatives, including antiabortion activists, church leaders and conservative state legislators, has openly embraced the idea that American democracy needs to be grounded in Christian values and guarded against the rise of secular culture.



They are right-wing Catholics and evangelicals who oppose abortion, same-sex marriage, transgender rights and what they see as the dominance of liberal views in school curriculums. And they've become a crucial segment of former President Donald J. Trump's political coalition, intermingled with the MAGA movement that boosted him to the White House and that hopes to do so once again in November.



The movement's rise has been evident across the country since Mr. Trump lost re-election in 2020. The National Association of Christian Lawmakers formed to advance Christian values and legislation among elected officials. 
This week in Indianapolis
, delegates to the Southern Baptist Convention, the largest Protestant denomination in America, are voting on issues like restricting in vitro fertilization and further limiting women from pastoral positions.



And in Congress, Mike Johnson, a man with 
deep roots in this movement
 and the Alliance Defending Freedom, a conservative Christian legal advocacy group, is now speaker of the House.




Attendees voted on resolutions at the Southern Baptist Convention in Indianapolis on Tuesday.




Now, Supreme Court justices have become caught up in the debate over whether America is a Christian nation. While Justice Alito is hardly openly championing these views, he is embracing language and symbolism that line up with a much broader movement pushing back against the declining power of Christianity as a majority religion in America.



The country has grown more ethnically diverse and the share of American adults who describe themselves as religiously unaffiliated has 
risen steadily
 over the past decade. Still, a 2022 report from the Pew Research Center found that more than 
four in 10
 adults believed America should be a "Christian nation."



Justice Alito's agreement isn't the first time he has embraced Christian ways of talking about the law and his vision for the nation.



Shortly after the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade two years ago, a ruling for which Justice Alito wrote the majority opinion, the justice flew to Rome and addressed a private summit on religious liberty hosted by the University of Notre Dame. His overarching concern was the decline of Christianity in public life, and he warned of what he saw as a "growing hostility to religion, or at least the traditional religious beliefs that are contrary to the new moral code that is ascendant."



"We can't lightly assume that the religious liberty enjoyed today in the United States, in Europe and in many other places will always endure," he said, referencing Christians "torn apart by wild beasts" at the Colosseum before the fall of the Roman Empire.




Demonstrators clashed in front of the Supreme Court after the overturning of Roe v. Wade in 2022.




A flag associated with support for a more Christian-minded government was also flown at Justice Alito's beach home, according to 
reporting
 from The New York Times.



The "Appeal to Heaven" flag, or Pine Tree flag, is a symbol from the Revolutionary War period, but it has gained new traction among conservative Christian supporters of the "Stop the Steal" movement, some of whom carried the flag during the Jan. 6 attack on the U.S. Capitol. Justice Alito 
said that his wife
, Martha-Ann Alito, was "solely responsible" for flags flown at his homes.



At the same event last week where Justice Alito spoke in support of "godliness," his wife said she wanted to fly a "Sacred Heart of Jesus flag" to push back against a neighborhood Pride flag, according to more secretly recorded comments. Justice Alito, his wife said, asked her to refrain from putting it up after the recent flag controversy.



The Times 
has not heard the full unedited recording
 and has reviewed only the edited recording posted online, after the woman who recorded them, a 
liberal activist
, declined to send the Times the full recording.



In Catholic tradition, the Sacred Heart of Jesus is a mystical sign of the divine love of Jesus for humanity, often symbolized with an image of a human heart wrapped in a crown of thorns, like the one Jesus wore when he was crucified.



It dates to a French saint born in 1647 named Margaret Mary Alacoque, who was paralyzed as a child and had visions of Jesus revealing his Sacred Heart to her. She inspired a tradition of devotion and an official Catholic holy day, the Feast of the Sacred Heart. Leonard Leo, the conservative legal activist and longtime head of the Federalist Society, named his late daughter Margaret Mary, who had severe spina bifida, after the saint.



But the resonance of the Sacred Heart goes beyond simply an abstract religious concept, just as the Pride flag does. Each is notable for the vision of America that they symbolize, and the different visions of marriage, family and morality that they represent. For one slice of America that celebrates L.G.B.T.Q. rights, June is Pride Month. For another devout, traditional Catholic slice, June is a time to remember the Sacred Heart.



Mr. Trump, for his part, has long courted conservative Christians, tapping into their sense of rejection in a steadily secularizing society. In 2016, he made what became a 
famous campaign promise
 that if he were elected, "Christianity will have power."




Former President Donald J. Trump at a campaign rally in Wildwood, N.J., in May.




Even now, as Mr. Trump tries to present himself as more moderate on abortion, breaking with some of his most stalwart supporters, he continues to court their support.



He spoke via video message to a gathering at the Southern Baptist Convention on Monday, where he promised a broader Christian coalition "a comeback like no other" should they vote for him. Democrats, he said, were "against your religion in particular."



The group he addressed, the Danbury Institute, is a coalition of Christian churches and conservative activists that aims to see abortion "eradicated entirely" in America.



"These are going to be your years, because you're going to make a comeback like just about no other group," Mr. Trump said. "I know what's happening. I know where you're coming from and where you're going. And I'll be with you side by side."



Abbie VanSickle
 contributed reporting.
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Nuclear Power Is Hard. A Climate-Minded Billionaire Wants to Make It Easier.



Work is starting in Wyoming coal country on a new type of reactor. Its main backer, Bill Gates, says he's in it for the emissions-free electricity.




Bill Gates on Monday at the groundbreaking ceremony for TerraPower's nuclear plant in Kemmerer, Wyo.




By Brad Plumer
Photographs by Benjamin Rasmussen


Jun 11, 2024


Outside a small coal town in southwest Wyoming, a multibillion-dollar effort to build the first in a new generation of American nuclear power plants is underway.



Workers began construction on Tuesday on 
a novel type of nuclear reactor
 meant to be smaller and cheaper than the hulking reactors of old and designed to produce electricity without the carbon dioxide that is rapidly heating the planet.



The reactor being built by TerraPower, a start-up, won't be finished until 2030 at the earliest and faces daunting obstacles. The Nuclear Regulatory Commission hasn't yet approved the design, and the company will have to overcome the inevitable delays and cost overruns that have doomed countless nuclear projects before.



What TerraPower does have, however, is an influential and deep-pocketed founder. Bill Gates, 
currently ranked
 as the seventh-richest person in the world, has poured more than $1 billion of his fortune into TerraPower, an amount that he expects to increase.



"If you care about climate, there are many, many locations around the world where nuclear has got to work," Mr. Gates said during an interview near the project site on Monday. "I'm not involved in TerraPower to make more money. I'm involved in TerraPower because we need to build a lot of these reactors."



Mr. Gates, the former head of Microsoft, said he believed the best way to solve climate change was through innovations that make clean energy competitive with fossil fuels, a philosophy he described in his 2021 book, "How to Avoid a Climate Disaster."



Nationwide, nuclear power 
is seeing a resurgence of interest
, with several start-ups jockeying to build a wave of smaller reactors and the Biden administration offering hefty tax credits for new plants.



Hopes for TerraPower's project are especially high among the 3,000 residents in the nearby Wyoming towns of Kemmerer and Diamondville. For decades, the local economy has depended on a coal-fired power plant and an adjacent mine. But that plant is scheduled to close by 2036 as the nation shifts away from burning coal.



A new reactor, and the jobs that come with it, could offer a lifeline.



"When the talk a few years ago was that we were losing the coal mine and the power plant, this wasn't a happy community," said Mary Crosby, a Kemmerer resident and the county grant writer. The reactor, she said, "gives us a chance."



At a recent conference in New York, David Crane, the Energy Department under secretary for infrastructure, said that two years ago he "didn't really see" a case for next-generation reactors. But 
as demand for electricity surges because of
 new data centers, factories and electric vehicles, Mr. Crane said he had become "very bullish" on nuclear to provide carbon-free power around the clock without needing much land.



The challenge was building the plants, Mr. Crane said. "Nothing we're trying to do is easy."



A new type of reactor



Mr. Gates became interested in nuclear power in the early 2000s after scientists persuaded him of the need for vast amounts of emissions-free electricity to fight global warming. He was skeptical that wind and solar power, which don't run at all hours, would be enough.



"Wind and solar are absolutely fantastic, and we have to build them as fast as we can, but the idea that we don't need anything beyond that is very unlikely," Mr. Gates said. How, he asked, would Chicago heat homes during long winter stretches with little wind or sun?



One problem with nuclear power, though, is that 
it has become prohibitively expensive
. Traditional reactors are huge, complex, strictly regulated projects that are difficult to build and finance. The only two American reactors built in the last 30 years, Vogtle Units 3 and 4 in Georgia, 
cost $35 billion
, more than double initial estimates, and arrived seven years behind schedule.



Mr. Gates is betting that radically different technology will help. With TerraPower, he funded a team of hundreds of engineers to redesign a nuclear plant from scratch.



Today, every American nuclear plant uses light-water reactors, in which water is pumped into a reactor core and heated by atomic fission, producing steam to create electricity. Because the water is highly pressurized, these plants need heavy piping and thick containment shields to protect against accidents.



TerraPower's reactor, by contrast, uses liquid sodium instead of water, allowing it to operate at lower pressures. In theory, that reduces the need for thick shielding. In an emergency, the plant can be cooled with air vents rather than complicated pump systems. The reactor is just 345 megawatts, one-third the size of Vogtle's reactors, making for a smaller investment.



Chris Levesque, TerraPower's chief executive, said its reactors should ultimately produce electricity at half the cost of traditional nuclear plants. "This is a much simpler plant," he said. "That gives us both a safety benefit and a cost benefit."




The Naughton coal plant, which is scheduled to close in 2036. This corner of Wyoming has relied on coal, oil and gas since the first mine opened in 1887.





Chris Levesque, the TerraPower chief executive, at the groundbreaking ceremony.




TerraPower's design has another unique feature. Most reactors can't easily adjust their power output, making it hard to mesh with fluctuating wind and solar farms. TerraPower's reactor will have a molten salt battery that allows the plant to ramp up or down as needed.



"That helps with the economics," Mr. Levesque said. "We can store energy and then sell it to the grid when it has a higher value."



Still, it remains to be seen whether TerraPower can achieve lower costs. In 2022, the company estimated that its Kemmerer reactor would cost $4 billion, with the Energy Department 
contributing up to $2 billion
. That's already pricier than modern gas or renewable plants, and costs could rise further.



Most recent attempts to build nuclear plants 
have been hobbled by delays and unforeseen expenses
, said David Schlissel, a director at the Institute for Energy Economics and Financial Analysis. Last year in Idaho, NuScale, another start-up, 
abandoned plans
 to build six small light-water reactors after struggling with price increases.



"There's no evidence these small reactors are going to be built any faster or any cheaper than larger ones," Mr. Schlissel said, arguing that utilities should prioritize safer investments like wind, solar and batteries.



Mr. Gates conceded that TerraPower's first plant was likely to be especially expensive as the company navigated a learning curve. But, he said, he could absorb that financial risk in a way that utilities and regulators can't. (In addition to Mr. Gates, TerraPower 
has raised $830 million from outside investors
.)



The company says that if it can push past initial hurdles and build multiple reactors, it can drive costs down to be economically competitive.



"We're taking that risk, which, because of our design, we feel very good about," Mr. Gates said. "But it means you need very deep pockets."



Looking for a lifeline



In Kemmerer, officials are hoping that bet pays off. This part of Wyoming has relied on coal, oil and gas since the first mine opened in 1887, but America's coal consumption 
has fallen by half
 over the last two decades.



The Naughton coal plant, south of town, dominates the sagebrush landscape and, at its peak, employed nearly 250 workers. When the utility that owns it, PacifiCorp, announced a few years ago that it would retire the facility, many wondered what could possibly replace it. The closure has since been delayed to 2036.



In 2021, TerraPower decided that a nearby site was ideal for a new reactor, since the company could reuse the coal plant's transmission lines and retrain its workers. The nuclear plant would employ 250 people and create 1,600 temporary construction jobs.




Several businesses have opened alongside older shops in downtown Kemmerer.





Two sprawling housing developments are planned on the outskirts of Kemmerer.




"Now I've got people all over the country calling and saying, I want to be on that job," said Jerry Payne, business manager of the International Brotherhood of Electric Workers Local 322, the union that represents many coal plant workers. "It means a lot for Kemmerer."



After losing residents for decades, Kemmerer is showing signs of revival. A new coffee shop, Fossil Fuel Coffee Co., and several businesses have opened downtown and two sprawling housing developments are planned on the outskirts.



Concerns about the project linger, especially over its timeline. In 2022, TerraPower announced a two-year delay 
because it would no longer buy nuclear fuel from Russia
 and needed to find a new supplier.



"People kept asking, is this thing ever going to be built?" said Bill Thek, the Kemmerer mayor. "But now that we're seeing dirt moving, that's energizing."



Last fall, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission held a hearing in town to field questions from some nervous residents. Do regulators account for earthquakes? (Yes.) Is there a permanent place to store the plant's radioactive waste? (
Not yet
.)



"There are people who are excited, and also people who are uncomfortable with the technology," said Madonna Long, who was born in Kemmerer, left for a few decades, and returned in 2020 to open a medical supply business. "But we don't have anybody knocking on our door and saying, 'Hey, I'll build something else.'"



The Energy Department 
estimates that hundreds
 of retiring or closed coal plants nationwide could be suitable locations for new reactors, since they already have grid connections and water supplies. Doing so, the agency said, could also help coal communities avoid steep economic losses.



Challenges ahead



In March, TerraPower submitted 
a 3,300-page application
 to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission for a permit to build the reactor, but that will take at least two years to review. The company has to persuade regulators that its sodium-cooled reactor doesn't need many of the costly safeguards required for traditional light-water reactors.



"That's going to be challenging," said Adam Stein, director of nuclear innovation at the Breakthrough Institute, a pro-nuclear research organization.



TerraPower's plant is designed so that major components, like the steam turbines that generate electricity and the molten salt battery, are physically separate from the reactor, where fission occurs. The company says those parts don't require regulatory approval and can begin construction sooner.



A bigger obstacle might be procuring fuel, since today Russia is the only supplier of the specialized enriched uranium used by TerraPower. While Congress has 
allocated $3.4 billion to bolster domestic fuel supplies
, that will take time.



The company does have a customer: PacifiCorp, which provides power across six Western states, plans to purchase electricity from TerraPower's first reactor and has expressed interest in additional reactors after that. The utility says any cost overruns will be borne by TerraPower, not ratepayers. But that agreement hasn't been finalized, and some critics worry about the effect on household electricity bills.



"It's fine for people to be skeptical about this, because nuclear has failed again and again," Mr. Gates said. "A lot of things could go wrong or delay us. But it's such an important project that I'm basically standing by it financially. I do see it as utterly different from every other fission project being done."
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Opponents of Hochul's Move to Halt Congestion Pricing May Go to Court



The New York City comptroller, Brad Lander, and a group of stakeholders have developed a legal strategy to overturn Gov. Kathy Hochul's shutdown of the Midtown toll program.




The congestion pricing program would have tolled motorists who entered Manhattan below 60th Street.




By Dana Rubinstein


Jun 11, 2024


Gov. Kathy Hochul of New York may believe she has the power to 
unilaterally
 shut down the nation's first congestion pricing scheme, which was slated to pump $1 billion a year into the coffers of the nation's largest transit system.



Not everyone thinks she's right, and her opponents are eager to prove their case in court.



The New York City comptroller, Brad Lander, has assembled a collection of stakeholders to develop a legal strategy that would underpin one or more lawsuits seeking to get the central business district toll program back on track.



Mr. Lander is planning to outline the likely avenues of litigation at a news conference on Wednesday. The gathering underscores the swelling outrage among environmental and transportation advocates who have spent years persuading the government to enact tolls on drivers entering Manhattan's core -- only to see Ms. Hochul abruptly halt the plan less than a month before it was to go into effect.



Michael Gerrard, a prominent environmental lawyer at Columbia University, is spearheading the coalition's legal strategy, alongside a New York University law professor, Roderick Hills, and Eric A. Goldstein, a senior attorney at the Natural Resources Defense Council.



Mr. Gerrard said the group believes Ms. Hochul may have violated a litany of laws, including the 2019 statute that the State Legislature passed and then-Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
signed
 saying that the Metropolitan Transportation Authority "
shall
" implement the congestion pricing program.



"It creates a mandatory duty, and it doesn't give the governor the authority to cancel it," he said. "We believe that the governor broke the law by putting an indefinite hold on congestion pricing."



He also contended that Ms. Hochul violated the state climate law, known as the Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act, which requires the governor to 
slash
 greenhouse gas emissions.



Ms. Hochul has said she based her decision on concerns about the post-pandemic fragility of Manhattan's central business district and diner patrons' complaints about expensive tolls. But the timing of her decision, just five months before a pivotal general election and shortly after a visit to the White House, has fed suspicions that her motivations were also political.



The governor has argued that she is merely delaying the program, not canceling it.



"There's a big difference between a pause and elimination," she said Monday. "Elimination was an option."



But Mr. Gerrard said that "an indefinite halt is the functional equivalent of cancellation."



Mayor Eric Adams, who has himself been lukewarm on congestion pricing, said on Tuesday that he supported Ms. Hochul's decision and 
urged
 New Yorkers to "trust her leadership."



Not everyone is eager to do so. Several of the mayor's deputies have spoken out against the decision, including his deputy mayor for operations, Meera Joshi, who also sits on the M.T.A. board.



And although Ms. Hochul effectively controls the M.T.A., Janno Lieber, the authority's chief executive, used plain language to describe her decision's painful impact on mass transit in New York City. He said on Monday that the authority 
would have to drastically shrink
 its investment program and that his primary goal was to ensure "the system doesn't fall apart."



On Tuesday, Mr. Lander described Ms. Hochul's decision as "disastrous," and said he expected the coalition to file at least one lawsuit challenging the move, if not more.



"We believe that there's a strong legal argument that congestion pricing implementation is the law," Mr. Lander said.



Starting June 30, the M.T.A. was planning to charge E-ZPass drivers as much as $15 to enter Manhattan south of 60th Street, a move that would have raised roughly $1 billion a year in toll revenue. The M.T.A. was, in turn, planning to use that funding to support a $15 billion capital plan, which would have, among other things, enabled the purchase of new subway cars and buses, and the installation of new signals for a system seeing 
rapidly rising subway delays.



And because the capital plan would also have enabled the construction of more elevators for people in wheelchairs, Mr. Gerard said the group may also sue under the Americans with Disabilities Act.



Avi Small, a spokesman for the governor, said, "In general, we don't comment on pending litigation."



The coalition of organizations exploring potential legal efforts includes transportation groups like the Riders Alliance and the Tri-State Transportation Campaign; environmental groups including the Natural Resources Defense Council and the New York League of Conservation Voters, and watchdog groups like Reinvent Albany and NYPIRG. The Partnership for New York City, which represents major businesses, is also backing the effort.
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A Prodigy of Jazz Clubs Explores Other Stages



The multi-instrumentalist Julius Rodriguez hones a bigger, more audacious sound on his second album, "Evergreen."




Julius Rodriguez got an early education at jazz clubs around Manhattan. "We would do 1 a.m. jam sessions when I was 11, 12, 13 years old," he said.




By Marcus J. Moore


Jun 12, 2024


Sitting outside a bar in the Greenpoint section of Brooklyn one recent Sunday afternoon, Julius Rodriguez spoke with characteristic straightforwardness describing music that is anything but. The composer and bandleader, who has played with the rapper ASAP Rocky and style-bending artists like 
Kassa Overall
 and Meshell Ndegeocello, articulated the central challenge of his work, an amorphous blend of jazz, funk, gospel and R&B he simply calls "the music."



It's not about the notes, he explained, it's about the emotions behind them.



"How do you describe the color orange to someone?" Rodriguez said, his tone warm yet flat. "How do you describe the taste of salt to someone who's never tasted salt? You don't know that you're there until you're there. You don't know what it feels like until you feel it."



Rodriguez, 25, has been lauded for his tremendous sense of harmony and virtuosity across piano, drums, bass and whatever else he feels like playing any given week. He can hold his own at a psychedelic free jazz show in Brooklyn, a stadium-size rap concert in Los Angeles, a stately supper-club gig on the Upper West Side. "He's what we call auxiliary," Ndegeocello said in a phone interview. "He plays 
everything
."



On "Evergreen," out Friday on Verve Records, Rodriguez funnels sounds into a 40-minute collage of electric-acoustic arrangements steeped equally in tradition and disruption, convention and audacity coming through in big, clean sound seemingly inspired by 1970s jazz fusion. It's a sharp detour from "Let Sound Tell All," Rodriguez's 2022 debut album, which was indebted to the jazz and gospel he grew up playing in churches and small clubs.




Rodriguez calls his blend of jazz, funk, gospel and R&B "the music."




Long before Rodriguez burst onto the New York jazz scene, he was a precocious kid in Westchester. When he was 3 or 4, he took piano lessons from a family friend, Audrey McCallum, the first Black student to attend the Peabody Preparatory, who gave Rodriguez his first keyboard and encouraged his parents to buy a piano. "At the same time, I'm learning about tempo and time signatures, how to read music on a staff, and where the notes are on a piano," he said. "All that while learning how to read and write English."



At age 6 or 7, Rodriguez began taking formal piano lessons from John Senakwami, a piano and vocal instructor, and a luminary in Rodriguez's hometown. One lesson a week became two, then a few more, then just about every day. "When I first met Julius, it wasn't his skill that I noticed, it was how hard he worked," Senakwami said in a phone interview. "He would take it upon himself to do a lot of research and come up with things that you didn't teach him."



Rodriguez's diligence was also fashioned by his parents. His father, Adlher, would play Thelonious Monk CDs as he drove his son to jazz gigs in the city. "On the weekend, we would go to Jazz at Lincoln Center to see the orchestra, and eventually my dad started taking me to jam sessions to sit in with people," Rodriguez said. "We would do 1 a.m. jam sessions when I was 11, 12, 13 years old."



He played his first show as a bandleader -- at 14 -- at Miles' Cafe in Midtown Manhattan after the promoter booked him from an email sign-up form. Rodriguez posted fliers and invited people to the gig. "That's a very ambitious thing to do as a 14-year-old, but my parents would let me do it because I'd made it happen," Rodriguez said. "I got to see how the business side of it worked, how to get a certain number of people to show up, how much money you make out of it."



As a freshman at the Masters School -- still a "big jazz nerd" by his own admission -- he discovered artists like James Blake and Chance the Rapper, "all the things I just wasn't exposed to," through a playlist of musicians set to play Governors Ball that year. Then he went to the festival and was blown away.



"It was the first time that I saw live musicians playing in front of crowds that big," Rodriguez said. "I was used to going to jazz clubs, you know, the 60-seater, maybe a hundred, 150 at the most. For me to see huge crowds and people playing instruments live, doing what I wanted to do and touching that many people of my demographic and age, it was kind of eye opening. So I stopped being close minded to new music or popular music. I thought, 'Let me try and absorb this and figure out what's there and what I can do to be part of that as well.'"



Rodriguez had been a student at Juilliard for two years, playing in places like Smalls and Zinc Bar, when friends in the group Onyx Collective invited him to hit the road in 2018 as part of the backing band for ASAP Rocky's tour.




When he first attended Governors Ball, Rodriguez was amazed by the huge crowds: "I thought, 'Let me try and absorb this and figure out what's there and what I can do to be part of that as well.'"




The gig lasted two months; Rodriguez went back to Juilliard for a week before dropping out. "It was an opportunity I really wanted to capitalize on, and I really wanted to focus on having a career," Rodriguez said.



In 2019, he started recording "Let Sound Tell All," which included a fierce session with Morgan Guerin, a multi-instrumentalist, on the song "Two Way Street." The engineer Daniel Schlett posted a clip from the studio to Instagram, using it to playfully nudge the Verve president, Jamie Krents, to consider signing Rodriguez. "I was like, 'You definitely need to check this kid out,'" Schlett said in a phone interview. "'This is the best piano player in New York. Don't you guys need the best piano player in New York on your record label?'"



Dahlia Ambach Caplin, the senior vice president of A&R at Verve, who signed Rodriguez based on the recommendation and after listening to his music, called him "truly, truly brilliant in every setting, which is highly unusual."



"Evergreen" has surprising moments even for someone of Rodriguez's nonconformity. With just an acoustic guitar loop and bright synth chords, the track "Rise and Shine" evokes early '70s Stevie Wonder albums like "Music of My Mind" and "
Talking Book
," on which Wonder centered the clavinet and Moog synthesizers. Another track, "Run to It," is a brassy New Orleans-focused tune meant for second-line celebrations. "Mission Statement," the lead single on the album, features upper-register synths and bouncy electronic drums that make it feel as breezy and jovial as the score of an old Sega Genesis video game.



Then there's "Champion's Call," a riotous concluding track featuring the rapper, singer and producer Georgia Anne Muldrow. Against cascading drums and keys, Muldrow repeats the song's title, turning it into a mantra for Rodriguez's life and career. It's a fitting rallying cry for a young artist with expansive aspirations.



"What makes this record forward pushing is that, yes, I leave space open, but I have all these instruments," Rodriguez said. "I'm not just the jazz guy. It's not just acoustic music. The definition of an evergreen is a plant whose foliage remains functional in all seasons. With all the different genres on the record, it's still my voice, still me doing myself."
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No One Told the Cows Not to Lick the Artwork



The Basel Social Club is a rebellious alternative to the more buttoned-up art fair that descends on the Swiss city of Basel each year.




A steel couch by the artist Markus Muller, from the series "Seasons of Compensation (Spring)" (2024), is part of Basel Social Club, an alternative art fair in Switzerland.




By Thomas Rogers


Jun 10, 2024


On Sunday morning, Roman Mathis, a farmer on the outskirts of the bucolic Swiss city of Basel, noted with concern that one of his cows was standing in a small wading pool filled with beans that had recently been installed next to his barn.



It wasn't wholly unexpected: Mathis had allowed gallerists and artists to use his property as part of a freewheeling art event called the Basel Social Club. As he stared at the pool, he couldn't tell if it was it was an artwork or a random piece of detritus, and if he should shoo the animal away.



"Some of this art speaks to me, though at a certain point it passes a threshold," Mathis said, gesturing to black inflatable tubes that had been affixed to his barn's facade. "But it's been interesting to go along with it."



The pool was indeed an installation, by Alondra Juarez Ramirez. But the Basel Social Club -- a combination of art fair, party and public exhibition that will run through Sunday on farms and public land in the city -- is meant to blur the boundaries between the art world and everyday life. The annual event, which changes locations every year, has become compelling counterprogramming to Art Basel, the world's largest art fair, which takes place this week in the nearby convention center.




The artist Iza Tarasewicz, second from right, walks by her sculpture "Revelation of Powers" (2022).




Most of the work is for sale, and for galleries and artists, the event is an opportunity to show and sell their works in a setting less dominated by the art market's commercial concerns. "I really believe an artwork sticks in your mind more if you form an emotional relationship with it, and you cannot do that in a fair booth," said Victoria Dejaco, a participating gallerist from Vienna. At an event like Art Basel, she said, "it all blends together."



The first two editions of Basel Social Club were set in an abandoned villa and an empty mayonnaise factory. This year's event is entirely outdoors in Bruderholz, a pastoral area southeast of the center of Basel. About 70 exhibitors, including the galleries Esther Schipper and Andersen's, have set up works on the rolling hills. The dozens of exhibited artists include the environmentally oriented installation artist Tomas Saraceno and the kinetic artist David Medalla.



In a group video interview, the event's three organizers -- Robbie Fitzpatrick, a gallerist; Hannah Weinberger, an artist; and Yael Salomonowitz, a performance curator -- said they chose the setting to highlight artworks made to be shown outdoors, in part because such pieces are rarely exhibited at fairs, and also to highlight climate and ecological themes.



Fitzpatrick said that "art fairs have remained essentially unchanged since they were created in the last century" and that such events rarely offer the social freedom and fun encounters that many people missed after the lockdown phase of the coronavirus pandemic. The costs of taking part in Art Basel, furthermore, largely limit participation to top-tier galleries. The related financial pressures lead to a disproportionate emphasis on paintings, he said, because they are more easily sold to buyers, narrowing the prospects for artists working in other forms.



The Basel Social Club, by contrast, is light on painting and heavy on sculptures, installations and performances. It includes a dance piece by Mette Ingvartsen, a Danish choreographer, featuring nude performers wearing masks as well as a country music show by the artist Sophie Jung that will be performed with goats. It also features less high-minded social events: On Wednesday, there is a concert by the musician Haddaway, best known for his dance-pop anthem "What Is Love?"




The three founders of Basel Social Club, from left: Yael Salomonowitz, Hannah Weinberger and Robbie Fitzpatrick. Behind them is "UnThaiTled, Berlin" by Eda Phanlert Sriprom.




"The Basel Social Club is a new way of bringing galleries together," said Marc Spiegler, the former global director of Art Basel. He added that the many similar events that have popped up alongside international art fairs, including at Frieze London and Art Basel Hong Kong, were a testament to its appeal. "But I haven't seen any imitator be as successful."



The event emerged in 2022, after the owner of an empty villa in Basel offered it as a potential venue. The organizers decided to create an event to coincide with Art Basel, in part to take advantage of the art-world influx in the city. They installed electricity and water in the villa and set a comparatively low participation fee for galleries.



The name, they said, was as an ironic joke, given that a "social club" is usually members-only. "We wanted this to be accessible to all," Weinberger said, recalling that the villa became a raucous meeting spot for teenagers and neighbors.




"Future Farms" (2023) by Yasmine El Meleegy.




The second Basel Social Club, held in a defunct part of a factory, drew 30,000 people, many of whom were not regulars on the art scene. Fitzpatrick said he knew they had hit a nerve when people lined around the block for a concert by the American rapper Mykki Blanco. "There were people from the art world crying in our spaces," Weinberger said, because they had grown so used to experiencing art in a "generic context."



This year's outdoor setting has come with new challenges, including the weather. An opening performance of a piece by the Swiss artist Jean Tinguely, involving a tractor outfitted with percussive objects, had to be called off with short notice because insurers were nervous about potential rain damage. Other artworks have been licked by cows, and Weinberger said that a swarm of bees that was part of a work by the Swiss artist Sandra Knecht disappeared after its installation, spurring concern the bees might attack visitors. (The bees were eventually recaptured and driven off site.)




Salma Jamal Moushum, left, and Kamruzzaman Shadhin in front of their artwork "Dreamscapes," representing a collective from Bangladesh.




Salma Jamal Moushum, a member of Gidree Bawlee Foundation of Arts, a collective from a village in northwestern Bangladesh showing vibrant textile works made from reused saris, said that she felt more at ease showing her work in a chaotic outdoor setting than indoors. "In an institution, people have to be silent and follow protocols," she said. "At home, we install our projects outdoors and invite the neighboring villages and it's like a party."



"That's how it feels like here," she added.
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Living Out Loud, Headphones Nowhere to Be Found



Welcome to their conversation. (Or YouTube video. Or baseball game.) For people bothered by the liberal use of speakerphones, the public sphere can be a circle of hell.








By Erik Piepenburg


Jun 13, 2024


Hang out anywhere there are people -- Amtrak, Burger King, the I.C.U. -- and it can feel as if there's no escape from their noise. A Mets game, the Beyonce discography, FaceTime conversations about nothing: Thanks to the unfettered use of speakerphones, other people's business is now yours too, loudly.



To be fair, not using headphones may have nothing to do with disrespect. Many smartphones don't have traditional headphone jacks. Bluetooth headphones can be pricey. Sometimes you just forgot to bring earbuds and it's your mom's birthday.



But on Reddit 
recently
, the second most popular answer to the question "What do you secretly judge people for?" was "when they watch TikToks loud in a quiet room without headphones."



Cellphones make it easy to aggravate an entire subway car, but this isn't a 21st-century issue; ask anyone who remembers boombox-era New York City. But there's a difference between having a conversation on the phone and having your speaker on. For some people, going sans headphones doesn't register as a problem. For others, it's an affront -- in some cases, debilitatingly so.



According to the etiquette expert Myka Meier, the issue is a clash over what constitutes civic pollution.



"On our phones, we selfishly have interests that we are able to tap into any second of any day, and we are so used to it that we forget other people are around us," said Ms. Meier, who shares tips on removing tea bags and answering text messages with her 640,000 Instagram followers. "I get embarrassed if I cause somebody to feel uncomfortable or if I take up someone else's space. A lot of people don't feel that anymore."



Who's to blame for this frequently transgressed violation of our shared social contract? The answer comes in three.



Explanation No. 1



It's Not Me, It's You








Christine McBurney, an actor and director, was recently at a cafe in Montreal when a family with children plopped down at a table next to hers.



"They have an iPad, and they're watching a game show -- a game show -- at full blast," said Ms. McBurney, 58. "Because it was Montreal and I wasn't afraid of getting shot, I said very nicely to the grandmother -- I figured I'm almost her age, she'll understand -- 'Do you have headphones for the kids?'"



Wrong question.



"She went ballistic," Ms. McBurney recalled. "She was like, 'No, 
you
 put on headphones.' I said: 'This is a public space, all the more reason you should be respectful. People are here to have their own conversations or work quietly.' She kept mumbling under her breath and saying people have the right to do what they want in public."



If this had been New York, Ms. McBurney said, she might not have said anything at all, out of fear that even someone's granny might respond violently.



"Your life isn't worth a temporary inconvenience," she said.



Jay Van Bavel, a professor of psychology at New York University, calls this a Covid-era "norm erosion" that can only change if there's sufficient norm enforcement.



"People have to be comfortable to say, 'Please put your headphones on,'" said Professor Van Bavel, the director of N.Y.U.'s 
Social Identity & Morality Lab
.



But for many people, that's hard to do. He pointed to one 
famous demonstration
 from the 1970s, when the social psychologist Stanley Milgram had his students ask New York City subway riders to give them their seat. Most of the students had a lot of trouble doing it.



"It seems easy to ask," Professor Van Bavel said, "but at the moment, you are violating a norm, and it's hard."



Absent relief at the cafe, Ms. McBurney sat and suffered. (She had headphones of her own, but she was writing and didn't want to listen to music, nor did she feel like being bullied into putting them on.) The incident still nags, she said -- an ominous sign "that our boundaries must be deteriorating."



"We can't solve the jackhammer or noisy neighbors, usually," she said. "But you can put on a pair of headphones. There are so many social contracts that we all agree to, and this should be one of them."



Explanation No. 2



It's Me (but Also You)








Cris Edwards doesn't go to the movies anymore. Not because of the price of popcorn, but because of the sound of it.



"Eating sounds -- gum smacking, dinner scenes with loud eating -- it drives me insane," he said. "Pen clicking, keyboard typing, people talking with wet mouth sounds or smacking lips: Those are triggering for me."



Mr. Edwards is the founder of 
soQuiet
, a nonprofit advocacy group for those with 
misophonia
, a sensory disorder in which people experience an unusually strong aversion to everyday sounds.



"It overwhelms you, and it's hard to talk about when you're in this angry panicked state," Mr. Edwards said. "It overwhelms your nervous system. It's maddening."



M. Zachary Rosenthal, director of the 
Center for Misophonia and Emotion Regulation
 at Duke University, recalled a time when he and a family member who has misophonia were at an airport lounge when "this bro gets a big bowl of pita chips."



"He's 10 feet away and he's, like, opening up his mouth to the sky as wide as possible, and crunching as loud as humanly possible -- the whole place could hear it," Professor Rosenthal said. "It's like he was trying to generate the most abrasive sound." His relative "had a fight-flight reaction," so they moved to another part of the lounge.



Professor Rosenthal said that almost everyone is bothered by sounds of some kind, but what bothers me may bother you less, or not at all. Misophonia, which is on the extreme end of what he calls the "sound sensitivity spectrum," has no official diagnosis for misophonia, but there are 
clinical treatments available
.



Roughly 5 percent of Americans have moderate or severe impairment caused by misophonia, he said, but almost everybody has the technological capability to bug others within earshot.



"Maybe we're not more rude than ever," he said. "We just have new ways of being rude."



But as Mr. Edwards noted, one solution costs nothing.



"Do people not realize they can put the phone to their ear?" he said.



Explanation No. 3



It's Something (or Someone) Else








About three decades ago, Cristina Bicchieri, a professor of philosophy and psychology at the University of Pennsylvania, was on a plane with smokers.



"I remember telling my friend, 'Oh my god, can we tell them to stop, please?'" she said on a video call from Tuscany. "He said: 'Cristina, we are in America. No.'"



Professor Bicchieri, the director of Penn's 
Center for Social Norms and Behavioral Dynamics
, said that in Italy she felt "a greater sense of kindness" rooted in a strong and enforced social contract that forbids uncivil behavior toward strangers.



Contrast that with America, she said, and its more "extreme idea of freedom from constraint."



Money may have something to do with it, too. Most people would never listen to a phone at a Broadway show.



"In a theater, you pay for the fruition of something, and somebody would be impinging on that," Professor Bicchieri said. "That's well understood. But on the train, you don't pay for the fruition of quiet time."



In Italy, she added, "the rule is, 'Wait, 
you
 are impinging on 
my
 wanting to read quietly.' People would understand that."



So what to do? Ms. Meier, the etiquette expert, said compassionate negotiation might work.



"If I'm making something a big deal by embarrassing someone, that person may become instantly embarrassed and offended," she said. "Maybe they were unaware and they will apologize."



If that doesn't do the trick, bring your kid. Or a doll.



"You could always say, 'My baby is sleeping," Ms. Meier added. "Do you by chance have headphones?"
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	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            The Front Page
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Editorials, Op-Ed ...
          
        

      

      Business Day

      
        Tesla Share Price Is Its Own Referendum on Musk
        A huge run-up in the stock's value followed a 2018 vote on Elon Musk's compensation package. But investors have recently become less enamored.

      

      
        European Union Hits E.V.s From China With Extra Tariffs Up to 38%
        Leaders in Brussels, Washington and beyond are trying to curb China's automobile ambitions amid rising trade tensions and fears of a glut of Chinese cars flooding global markets.

      

      
        The Fed Holds Rates Steady and Predicts Just One Reduction This Year
        Federal Reserve officials signaled that interest rates could stay higher this year as policymakers pause to ensure they've stamped out inflation.

      

      
        SpaceX Is Sued by Employees Fired After Criticizing Musk
        The eight workers say they were wrongfully fired after circulating a memo raising concerns about sexual harassment at the rocket company led by Elon Musk.

      

      
        Student Loan Bills Are Dropping Next Month for Many, but There's a Hiccup
        The Education Department has not finished recalculating payments for millions of borrowers enrolled in SAVE, forcing loan servicers to put many loans into forbearance.

      

      
        Amtrak Pays Executives Six-Figure Bonuses as Losses Continue
        Some executives received payments of nearly half a million dollars as the rail service remained $1.7 billion in the red and the new Acela program continued to face challenges.

      

      
        Sony Pictures Acquires Alamo Drafthouse in Lifeline to Cinema Chain
        The deal is a rare example of a traditional Hollywood studio owning a movie theater chain.

      

      
        What to Know About Europe's Extra Tariffs on Chinese Electric Cars
        The tariffs had been expected for months, but many European automakers warned that they would drive up prices for consumers and set off a trade war with China.

      

      
        Tesla's Nordic Shareholders Seek to Promote Workers' Rights in Vote
        Tesla mechanics in Sweden have been striking for six months with little movement from their employer. Nordic shareholders hope to change that.

      

      
        Elon Musk Withdraws His Lawsuit Against OpenAI and Sam Altman
        The Tesla chief executive had claimed that the A.I. start-up put profits and commercial interests ahead of benefiting humanity.

      

      
        
          	
            The Front Page
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Editorials, Op-Ed ...
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Tesla Share Price Is Its Own Referendum on Musk



A huge run-up in the stock's value followed a 2018 vote on Elon Musk's compensation package. But investors have recently become less enamored.



By Peter Eavis and Jack Ewing


Jun 13, 2024


The Tesla 
shareholder vote
 over Elon Musk's pay is in some ways a referendum on the performance of the company and its chief executive.



But even before the vote concludes on Thursday, Tesla's stock price shows that investors have plenty of doubts about Mr. Musk and the electric carmaker's outlook.



Tesla's shares are down nearly 30 percent this year, even as the broader stock market is up 14 percent. At its peak in 2021, the stock market value of Tesla was $1.2 trillion, putting it in the company of tech giants like Microsoft, Apple and Google. Its worth has since plunged to around $576 billion, ranking it alongside less racy companies like Visa and Walmart.



Blame concerns about Tesla's business.



The company is facing stiffer competition, and though its main models have sold extremely well, demand for them seems to be sagging. Price cuts aimed at stimulating interest are eating into profit margins. And analysts say there are no new models coming soon that could set off another buying wave.



"They've really struggled to grow," said Toni Sacconaghi, a stock analyst at Bernstein who covers Tesla. "And part of the reason they've struggled to grow is they have no new models."



Tesla's 
profit in the first quarter fell 55 percent
, to $1.1 billion, from a year earlier, while revenue fell 9 percent, to $21.3 billion. The company disclosed plans to lay off 10 percent of the work force, or 14,000 people.



Investors may also be shunning Tesla's stock because they think it is overvalued. Its price is about 50 times the earnings per share that analysts expect Tesla to generate next year. The wider stock market trades at a much lower multiple -- 20 times.



But some analysts still recommend buying the stock, because they expect Tesla's growth to return when it eventually releases a lower-cost electric vehicle. "They still have significant volume growth ahead of them," said Garrett Nelson, who covers Tesla for CFRA.



Mr. Nelson said he also expected Tesla to earn more from selling software that was designed to help Tesla owners drive their cars. And some on Wall Street hope that Tesla will one day deliver on its plan to build a huge fleet of self-driving taxis. Ark Invest, an investment firm led by Cathie Wood, a longtime Tesla fan, believes that the so-called robotaxis could lift Tesla's shares to $2,600, nearly 15 times their current value.



Tesla's current doldrums are quite different from the intense bullishness that sent its stock on a meteoric rally and enabled Mr. Musk to earn all the stock options in the award that is up for the vote.



Shareholders approved the pay package in 2018, but a Delaware judge voided it in January on the grounds that, among other things, Mr. Musk had effectively overseen his own compensation plan. Tesla hopes that if shareholders back the package again, the court will reinstate it. Some big investors say they will vote against the pay deal, currently worth about $45 billion, because it is too large.



The decline in Tesla's shares points to a flaw in pay packages that rely on stock price performance: Executives typically don't have to give back the pay if the stock falls back below the price at which they won it.



Tesla's stock market value is now at a level that would have failed to qualify Mr. Musk for some of the package. But he gets to keep it because the market value hit the targets within the time stipulated in the package.



Mr. Musk's actions may also have weighed on Tesla's stock.



In 2021 and 2022, he sold around $38 billion of Tesla stock to help finance his purchase of Twitter, now called X. His stake in Tesla, once around 30 percent, is now 13 percent without the shares underlying the 2018 package, and 20 percent with it.



Mr. Musk has said he would like a 25 percent stake. "That's not so much that I can control the company even if I go bonkers," he said in January. "But it's enough that I have a strong influence."



Mr. Musk and Tesla's press department did not respond to a request for comment.



A pressing question is whether Tesla's stock might fall if Mr. Musk loses the vote on the pay package. Investors might sell if they believe he is crucial to the company's future. But because so much of his wealth is in Tesla, Mr. Musk might see little reason to stray.



Mr. Sacconaghi asked him on an investor call in April whether he was thinking of lessening his involvement in Tesla. "I've got to make sure Tesla is very prosperous," Mr. Musk said.
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European Union Hits E.V.s From China With Extra Tariffs Up to 38%



Leaders in Brussels, Washington and beyond are trying to curb China's automobile ambitions amid rising trade tensions and fears of a glut of Chinese cars flooding global markets.




A BYD electric vehicle in Frankfurt. European Union imports of electric cars from China rose to $11.5 billion last year.




By Melissa Eddy


Jun 12, 2024


The European Union said on Wednesday that it would impose additional tariffs of up to 38 percent on electric vehicles imported from China into the bloc, in what E.U. leaders called an effort to protect the region's manufacturers from unfair competition.



The move, which comes a month after President Biden quadrupled U.S. 
tariffs on Chinese electric vehicles
 to 100 percent, opens another front in escalating trade tensions with China amid growing fears about a glut of Chinese green tech goods flooding global markets.



The actions by the European Union and the United States also reflect the challenges that traditional automakers in Europe and the United States face from up-and-coming Chinese companies founded with a focus on electric vehicles and much lower cost bases than their rivals in the West.



But unlike U.S. carmakers, several of their European counterparts are deeply entwined in the Chinese market and their cars produced there will also be subject to the higher tariffs. They have criticized the European Union's move to increase duties from 10 percent, fearing retaliation from China, as well as an increase in prices across the market and a drop in demand for battery-powered cars.



The increases announced on Wednesday, which come on top of the existing 10 percent duties, are preliminary and will take effect on July 4. They range from 17.4 percent to 38.1 percent for three of the leading Chinese manufacturers, including BYD, Geely and SAIC. The tariffs were calculated based on the level of cooperation with European officials, who have spent the past few months investigating the level of support from the Chinese government for these companies.



Other automakers producing electric vehicles in China, including European companies with factories or joint ventures there, face a tariff of 21 percent or 38.1 percent, the E.U. said. Those rates also depend on their cooperation with the investigation.




Electric cars for export waiting to be loaded on a cargo ship at a port in eastern China in January.




The European Union defended the action, saying in a statement that an investigation started Oct. 4 had found that the electric-vehicle supply chain in China "benefits heavily from unfair subsidies in China, and that the influx of subsidized Chinese imports at artificially low prices therefore presents a threat of clearly foreseeable and imminent injury to E.U. industry."



China decried the tariffs as lacking "factual and legal basis" that amounted to "weaponizing economic and trade issues," said He Yadong, a spokesman for the commerce ministry.



"This is not in line with the consensus reached by Chinese and European leaders on strengthening cooperation, and will affect the atmosphere of bilateral economic and trade cooperation between China and Europe," Mr. He said.



The European Commission, the European Union's executive branch, opened the 
investigation
 to determine whether the Chinese government was effectively 
subsidizing its production of electric cars and sending
 them to Europe at prices that undercut European competitors.



The automotive sector
 provides nearly 13 million jobs across the 27-nation bloc, the world's second-largest market for electric vehicles after China. Imports of electric cars from China last year reached $11.5 billion, up from $1.6 billion in 2020,.



About 37 percent of all electric vehicles imported to Europe come from China, including cars made by Tesla, BMW and Dacia, owned by Renault. Chinese brands account for 19 percent of the European market for E.Vs. Their numbers have been growing steadily, according to a study by Rhodium Group.



Europe is open to engaging with Chinese officials to resolve the dispute, said senior E.U. communications officials, who insisted that the bloc was not looking to introduce higher tariffs for the sake of it, but was moving to defend its nations' domestic industry.



Tesla, which produces its Model 3 and Model Y in Shanghai for the European market, petitioned for duties on its cars to be calculated individually, the E.U. officials said. Other companies seeking an individual review have nine months to submit their petition, although none had done so by the time of the announcement on Wednesday.




An E.V. assembly line in China. About 37 percent of all electric vehicles imported to Europe come from China.




Ursula von der Leyen, president of the European Commission, said last month that Europe was taking a "tailored approach" to calculating its increase in tariffs from the existing 10 percent, which would "correspond to the level of damage" caused. Tariffs for the other exporting companies will be based on the weighted average of the duty imposed on the three that were investigated.



Before the announcement, China had warned that it could retaliate by raising tariffs on gas-powered cars imported from Europe, agricultural and aviation goods. China already applies a 15 percent duty on all electric vehicles imported from Europe.



Those include cars made by BMW and Volkswagen, for example, which not only sell to China but also have large production facilities there.



The German carmakers fear that the tariffs will drive up prices in Europe and set off retaliation from the Chinese, ultimately hurting them in both markets. Chancellor Olaf Scholz of Germany criticized the increased duties last week during a visit to a plant in Russelsheim, which is owned by Stellantis's Opel.



"Isolation and illegal customs barriers -- that ultimately just makes everything more expensive, and everyone poorer," Mr. Scholz said. "We do not close our markets to foreign companies, because we do not want that for our companies either."



Economic experts had warned that increasing tariffs to as high as 20 percent could disrupt trade routes. The Kiel Institute for the World Economy calculated that such an increase would prevent $3.8 billion worth of electric vehicles from China would not enter Europe.



But other experts point out that Chinese manufacturers' cost advantage over Europe's legacy automakers in the production of components like electronics modules and battery cells means that Europe would need to impose duties of at least 50 percent to be effective.



Even if European automakers were able to plug that gap, a drop in the number of Chinese models will drive up the overall price of electric vehicles, given the higher labor and production costs, the institute said.




Chancellor Olaf Scholz of Germany visited an E.V. plant owned by Stellantis's Opel in Russelsheim.




"It is by no means a foregone conclusion that European car manufacturers will fill the gap," said Julian Hinz, a trade researcher at the institute. Another threat to European producers, he said, is the reality that Chinese manufacturers already have plans to expand production into Europe.



BYD, the 
leading Chinese automaker
, has set its sights on becoming a top maker of electric vehicles in Europe by 2030. Late last year, it named Hungary as the site where it plans to build its first 
assembly plant in the European Union.
 The company said it was considering setting up a second factory elsewhere in Europe.



Chery, another Chinese manufacturer, announced last month that it would open a plant near Barcelona, as part of a joint venture with Spain's EV Motors.



Other European countries are also eager for Chinese automakers to relocate to their home turf, with the idea they would create jobs and strengthen domestic supply chains.



President Emmanuel Macron of France has made a concerted effort to attract more battery production, including from Chinese companies, to a northern region where factory jobs have been in decline. Bruno Le Maire, France's finance minister, has gone even further, declaring that the Chinese auto industry is "very welcome in France."



With a view to the possibility of the Chinese firms expanding in their backyard, many European automakers point out that they are more concerned about increasing their competitiveness than they are about the tariffs.



Volkswagen, which has several production and research sites in China, said that it was worried about the tariffs, which the company sees as harmful, especially coming at a time when demand for electric cars in Europe was dipping.



"The increase in import tariffs in the E.U. could trigger a fatal dynamic of measures and countermeasures and result in an escalation of trade conflicts," the company said Wednesday in a statement. "We assume that the negative effects of the decision will outweigh any positive aspects."



The tariffs are expected to enter into force early next month. Affected companies and the Chinese government will then have several days to weigh in. The commission would then have until November before the final tariffs would come into force, for a period of five years.
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The Fed Holds Rates Steady and Predicts Just One Reduction This Year



Federal Reserve officials signaled that interest rates could stay higher this year as policymakers pause to ensure they've stamped out inflation.



By Jeanna Smialek


Jun 12, 2024


Federal Reserve officials left interest rates unchanged at their 
June meeting
 on Wednesday and predicted that they will 
cut borrowing costs
 just once before the end of 2024, taking a cautious approach as they try to avoid declaring a premature victory over inflation.



While the Fed had been expected to leave rates unchanged, its projections for how interest rates may evolve surprised many economists.



When Fed officials last released quarterly economic estimates in March, they anticipated cutting interest rates three times this year. Investors had expected them to revise that outlook somewhat this time, in light of stubborn inflation early in 2024, but the shift to a single cut was more drastic.



Jerome H. Powell, the Fed chair, made clear in a postmeeting news conference that officials were taking a careful and conservative approach after months of bumpy inflation data.



With price increases proving volatile and the job market remaining resilient, policymakers believe they have the wiggle room to hold interest rates steady to make sure they fully stamp out inflation without running too much of a risk to the economy. But the Fed chair also suggested that more rate cuts could be possible depending on economic data.



"Fortunately, we have a strong economy, and we have the ability to approach this question carefully -- and we will approach it carefully," Mr. Powell said. He added that "we're very much keeping an eye on downside economic risks, should they emerge."



Fed officials lifted interest rates rapidly between early 2022 and last July to a more-than-two-decade high of 5.3 percent. They have held them there since, hoping that higher borrowing costs will slow consumer and business demand enough to wrestle price increases back to a normal pace.



Initially, the plan went beautifully: Inflation slowed steadily in 2023, so much that Fed officials entered 2024 expecting to cut interest rates substantially. But then price increases proved surprisingly stubborn for a few months -- and policymakers had to delay their plans for rate cuts, afraid of lowering borrowing costs too early.



The risk in cutting prematurely is that "we could end up undoing a lot of the good that we've done," Mr. Powell explained on Wednesday.



Now the inflation picture is changing again. Fresh Consumer Price Index data on Wednesday suggested that the early 2024 inflation stickiness was a speed bump rather than a change in the trend: Price increases cooled notably and broadly in May.



Still, it is getting late in the year for the Fed to pull off the three rate cuts that it had expected as recently as March. And Mr. Powell made it clear that officials wanted to see more encouraging inflation reports before they slashed borrowing costs.



"Readings like today's are a step in the right direction," he said. "But it's only one reading. You don't want to be too motivated by any single data point."



If officials make only one cut before the end of the year, it will take their policy rate to 5.1 percent. Policymakers gave no clear hint as to when the rate reduction might happen. They meet 
four more times
 this year: in July, September, November and December.



For American families, the Fed's more cautious approach could mean that mortgage rates, credit card rates and auto loan rates remain higher for longer. But Mr. Powell emphasized that inflation, too, is painful for households, and that the Fed's goal is to crush rapid price increases.



For President Biden, a longer period of high interest rates could spell a less vigorous economy heading into the November election. The White House avoids talking about Fed policy, because the central bank sets interest rates independently so officials can make challenging decisions without bowing to short-term political pressure. But some Democrats in Congress are loudly calling for rate cuts, and incumbent presidents generally prefer lower interest rates.



Mr. Biden has 
come close
 to commenting on Fed policy at times, but has avoided putting outright pressure on the Fed.



On the flip side, whichever presidential candidate wins could benefit from a steeper path of rate cuts next year: Even as Fed officials predicted fewer cuts in 2024, they suggested that they could reduce interest rates four times in 2025, up from three previously.



The Fed's forecasts also showed that officials expect inflation to prove stickier than they previously anticipated in 2024: Overall inflation could end the year at 2.6 percent, they predicted, up from 2.4 percent in their earlier estimate. Mr. Powell suggested that the Fed's inflation forecasts were "conservative" ones.



He also made it clear that the Fed's forecasts were not a firm plan. If inflation comes down or if the job market takes an unexpected turn toward weakness, the Fed could react by cutting interest rates.



"We don't think that it will be appropriate to begin to loosen policy until we're more confident that inflation is moving down," Mr. Powell said, or unless there is an "unexpected deterioration" in the labor market.



For now, the economy remains resilient, and the Fed has just one meeting this summer, in July. Few investors expect any movement then.



"I think this leaves rates in a higher-for-longer pattern," said Blerina Uruci, chief U.S. economist at T. Rowe Price.
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SpaceX Is Sued by Employees Fired After Criticizing Musk



The eight workers say they were wrongfully fired after circulating a memo raising concerns about sexual harassment at the rocket company led by Elon Musk.




Paige Holland-Thielen, one of the plaintiffs.




By Eli Tan


Jun 12, 2024


Eight former employees of Elon Musk's rocket company, SpaceX, sued the company and Mr. Musk on Wednesday, contending they were wrongfully fired for raising concerns about sexual harassment and discrimination in the workplace.



The employees were fired in 2022 after they 
circulated an open letter
 urging SpaceX executives to condemn Mr. Musk's comments on Twitter, later renamed X, which amounted to "a frequent source of distraction and embarrassment for us." After being made aware of the letter, Mr. Musk ordered the terminations, according to the complaint.



"Our eight brave clients stood up to him and were fired for doing so,"  Laurie Burgess, a lawyer representing the former SpaceX employees, said in a statement. "We look forward to holding Musk accountable for his actions at trial."



The plaintiffs are seeking an unspecified amount of compensatory damages. SpaceX did not immediately respond to a request for comment.



The lawsuit, filed in California state court in Los Angeles, called SpaceX's workplace an "Animal House" filled with inappropriate and sexually suggestive behavior. Several plaintiffs said they had experienced harassment from other SpaceX employees that "mimicked Musk's posts," which created "a wildly uncomfortable hostile work environment."



The lawsuit contends that executives at SpaceX were regularly made aware of grievances about Mr. Musk's explicit social media messages, but that the complaints were routinely dismissed, even after a "sexual harassment internal audit" conducted by Gwynne Shotwell, SpaceX's president and chief operating officer.



After the employees were fired, Ms. Shotwell 
wrote in an email
 to SpaceX employees that there was "too much critical work to accomplish and no need for this kind of overreaching activism," according to a copy of the email obtained by The New York Times.



The same eight employees are 
already pursuing charges
 against SpaceX 
with the National Labor Relations Board
. In January, SpaceX sued the labor board to dispute the charges, arguing that the complaint should be dismissed because the structure of the agency is unconstitutional.



The lawsuit was filed a day before Tesla shareholders are expected to conclude a vote on a pay package for Mr. Musk that's worth about $45 billion. It also followed a Tuesday 
report
 in The Wall Street Journal detailing Mr. Musk's history of sexual relationships with co-workers.



The lawsuit is the latest in a list of grievances between employees and Mr. Musk. In 2022, Business Insider 
reported
 that SpaceX had paid $250,000 to settle a claim that he exposed himself to an employee on a private plane. (Mr. Musk later denied the "
wild accusations.
") In 2022, he 
laid off roughly half of Twitter's work force
 after acquiring the company, later firing another 
two dozen of the company's internal critics
. And last August, the Justice Department 
sued SpaceX
 for discriminating against refugees and asylum seekers in its hiring.



"We hope that this lawsuit encourages our colleagues to stay strong and to keep fighting for a better workplace," Paige Holland-Thielen, one of the plaintiffs, said in a statement.
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Student Loan Bills Are Dropping Next Month for Many, but There's a Hiccup



The Education Department has not finished recalculating payments for millions of borrowers enrolled in SAVE, forcing loan servicers to put many loans into forbearance.




Demonstrators marched from the Supreme Court to the White House last June to call for the cancellation of student debt.




By Stacy Cowley


Jun 12, 2024


On July 1, millions of federal student loan borrowers will see their monthly bills drop -- some by as much as half -- as the Biden administration's 
new income-driven payment plan
, known as SAVE, takes full effect.



But first, the government and its four loan servicers have to resolve a major hiccup.



Starting next month, borrowers enrolled in the SAVE plan with only undergraduate loans will have their monthly payments capped at 5 percent of their discretionary income, down from the current 10 percent limit. (Graduate school loan payments will remain at a maximum of 10 percent, while people with a mix of undergrad and graduate loans will have a weighted payment.)



The loan servicers are relying on the Education Department to send them the new loan amounts for every borrower. But the department has not yet finished making calculations, according to three people familiar with the process, who asked for anonymity because they are not authorized to speak about the issue publicly.



To buy time, the department instructed its servicers to place borrowers with payments due in early July into an administrative forbearance for the month, which means no payment from them will be required.



More than eight million borrowers have enrolled in the SAVE plan. Many received notices this month saying that their account had been placed into forbearance, sparking widespread surprise and confusion.



"I was freaking out a little bit," said Ivan Barragan, who got a letter from his servicer, MOHELA, last week. "I thought I had done something wrong. Then I quickly went on Twitter and saw that a bunch of people were also getting the notices."



The letter he received from MOHELA did not say why his account status had been changed. He got an explanation only after he contacted the company, which sent back a note saying that the one-month forbearance was a timeout so his payment rate could be recalculated. (A MOHELA spokesman directed questions about the issue to the Education Department.)



Vanessa Harmoush, a spokeswoman for the Education Department, confirmed the recalculation delay.



"We look forward to providing millions of borrowers with lower monthly payments," she said. "Some borrowers may be placed in a brief processing forbearance to ensure they can access the full benefits of the SAVE plan and that their new payment amounts are accurate."



These forbearances will count as a qualifying month of payment for borrowers on SAVE and other plans that lead to loan forgiveness after a set number of payments, Ms. Harmoush said. (People on SAVE can have their remaining loan balances eliminated after 10 to 20 years of monthly payments.)



That's a relief for Mr. Barragan, who works as an administrator for the Los Angeles County Department of Public Health. He is pursuing Public Service Loan Forgiveness, a program that discharges the remaining loan balance for government and nonprofit workers after a decade of qualifying payments.



For such borrowers, this month becomes essentially a freebie; they can pay nothing and still get credit. Mr. Barragan, who recently married, plans to put the $430 he'll save toward a planned wedding celebration.



The process of essentially restarting the $1.6 trillion federal student loan payment system last fall -- after a three-year pause prompted by the economic turmoil that accompanied the coronavirus pandemic -- has been turbulent.



The Biden administration has worked to overhaul the system with new rules and 
a plethora of fixes for long-troubled loan forgiveness programs
. Those efforts have led to the elimination of $167 billion in debt for nearly five million borrowers; the SAVE payment plan allowed more than four million low-income borrowers to qualify for $0 monthly payments.



But making so many changes so quickly has been challenging, and 
glitches and errors
 -- some affecting hundreds of thousands of people -- have been common.



Representatives for loan servicers, speaking anonymously because their contracts with the Education Department prohibit them from speaking publicly, said they were frustrated by the last-minute SAVE calculation delay and the scrambling it required.



Borrowers, though, are eager to see their payments slashed next month. The reductions will happen automatically for those enrolled in SAVE.
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Amtrak Pays Executives Hefty Bonuses as Losses Continue



Some executives received payments of nearly half a million dollars as the rail service remained $1.7 billion in the red and the new Acela program continued to face challenges.




Amtrak posted $1.7 billion in losses in 2023 and paid out more than $5 million in short- and long-term bonuses to executives. 




By Mark Walker


Jun 12, 2024


Fourteen Amtrak executives received more than $200,000 in incentive bonuses last year despite the service's poor recent financial performance and struggles with its capital improvement projects, according to documents obtained by The New York Times.



In 2023, Amtrak paid out more than $5 million in short- and long-term incentive bonuses to its executives even as the passenger rail service posted $1.7 billion in losses, according to records obtained from Senator Ted Cruz's office. Particularly problematic for Amtrak has been its effort to upgrade its service on the Acela, a popular high-speed express route between Boston and Washington, D.C.



"From delays for the new Acelas to annual shortfalls in the billions of dollars, Amtrak's performance has been seriously deficient," Mr. Cruz said. "It's inexplicable that a dozen-plus Amtrak executives collected six-figure bonuses on the taxpayer's dime."



Amtrak says the executive bonuses are necessary to attract and retain talent and rail expertise.



Its incentive bonus program for 2021 came under intense scrutiny after 
The Times reported
 the company had paid about $2.3 million in bonuses when the rail service reported its lowest revenue and biggest losses in more than a decade. On Wednesday, the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee held a hearing to discuss two bills to increase transparency and accountability around the Amtrak bonus payouts.



Amtrak paid no bonuses in 2020 amid pandemic disruptions to the country's passenger rail service and much of the travel industry. Since then, Amtrak has paid about $12 million in incentive bonuses.



Amtrak's chief executive, Stephen Gardner, was among three executives who did not receive a long-term incentive bonus last year but did receive the largest short-term incentive bonus payout at about $320,000. Mr. Gardner testified in 2023 before a House panel that his annual salary was a little under $500,000 a year.



Roger Harris, Amtrak's president, received the highest long-term goal payout at about $305,000. In addition, Mr. Harris also received another roughly $232,000 from a short-term bonus paid out to put his total incentive bonus compensation over half a million dollars for 2023.



Eleanor Acheson, the service's general counsel and corporate secretary, and Tracie Winbigler, the chief financial officer, also received about a half-million dollars in incentive bonuses last year.



Amtrak has defended its payouts in recent years, saying that the bonuses help make their jobs more competitive and desirable. The chief executives of freight railroads, which are profitable, received millions in bonus and incentive payments last year, for example.



"For Amtrak to be successful, we need to attract highly skilled employees all over the U.S. and compete with the private sector's freight railroads, consulting firms, airlines and others that seek the short supply of qualified staff in the U.S.," Christina Leeds, a spokeswoman for Amtrak, said in a statement this week.



The passenger rail service lowered its reported losses from about $2 billion in 2021 to about $1.7 billion in 2023. The rail service continues to miss out on potential revenue in part because of struggles to phase out the older Acela trains on its Northeast Corridor and get its replacement up and running. The new Acela trains are expected to travel at higher speeds and increase the number of customers Amtrak can carry from Washington to Boston, but the project is three years behind schedule.



Amtrak said the executive bonuses were based on ridership, customer satisfaction and financial performance. A letter sent from Mr. Cruz, a Texas Republican, and Senator Deb Fischer, a Nebraska Republican, to Amtrak on Tuesday argued that bonuses were not justified given the service's failure to meet its customer satisfaction goals and its billions in losses.



"C-suite executives of any other corporation that suffered over $1 billion in annual losses would be fired," the letter reads. "Amtrak, however, is rewarding them. These bonuses are particularly galling because they come at taxpayers' expense without Amtrak having achieved even satisfactory performance."



As the rail service continues to press forward on improvement projects, including the new Acela trains and replacing outdated regional trains, officials there find themselves trying to build out their work force and expertise after years of setbacks.



In 2021, the Biden administration made its largest investment in passenger rail since Amtrak started operating in 1971 as part of the $1 trillion infrastructure bill. Congress 
set aside $66 billion for the rail sector
, a third of it specifically for Amtrak.



Amtrak has lost money every year since it started operating. The rail service nearly turned a profit in 2019, but the pandemic slammed the door on that opportunity, and the company has been making up ground since.



It said it created the bonus incentive program in 2013 after making changes to its pension program and closing it off for new employees, which has saved the rail service hundreds of millions of dollars, Ms. Leeds said.



"We used to offer defined pensions and retiree benefits to attract employees that were paid regardless of performance," she said. "We moved, at the recommendation of Congress, to performance-driven incentives -- incentives are cheaper for the taxpayer and drive business results."



In the fiscal year of 2023, Amtrak met two of its three goals set for the short-term bonus program by reducing the number of delays and by reducing the operating loss by $90 million more than its targeted goal. Customer satisfaction continues to be a challenge for the service, as it just barely missed hitting the milestone it had set. No bonuses tied to customer satisfaction were given, Ms. Leeds said.



As for the service's long-term goals, which were set back in 2021, Amtrak met four of five, but the service again underperformed on customer satisfaction.



In the 2023 fiscal year, ending in September, Amtrak customers took nearly 29 million trips with the company, about a 25 percent increase from the year before. By comparison, Amtrak reported only about 12 million customer trips in 2021.



Increased ridership and ticket sales led to a $3.4 million increase in operating revenue, which was 20 percent higher than the year before but still was not enough to help the company turn a profit.
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Sony Pictures Acquires Alamo Drafthouse in Lifeline to Cinema Chain



The deal is the first time in half a century that a traditional Hollywood studio will own a movie theater chain.




Alamo Drafthouse, the seventh largest theater chain in North America, is known for its distinctive programming but it has been facing financial headwinds like the rest of the cinema industry.




By Danielle Kaye


Jun 12, 2024


Sony Pictures Entertainment is acquiring Alamo Drafthouse Cinema and will manage the theater chain's 35 cinemas, marking the first time in more than half a century that a traditional Hollywood studio has gotten into the theater business.



The deal, announced Wednesday, was made possible by the Justice Department's decision in 2020 to rescind the so-called Paramount consent decrees -- movie distribution rules dating to 1949 that forced the largest Hollywood studios to sell off their theater holdings. Those rules were intended to prevent studios from controlling the film business, from creation to exhibition.



In 2019, the Justice Department's then-antitrust chief, Makan Delrahim, said changes in the entertainment industry "made it unlikely that the remaining defendants can reinstate their cartel." Sony's move to test that regulatory shift could open the door to similar deals by other leading studios. In recent years, Netflix, the leading streaming company, has bought theaters to show films.



Alamo, the seventh largest theater chain in North America, operates theaters in 25 metro areas across the United States and has invested in distinctive programming and food offerings in an attempt to lure in moviegoers away from  major multiplexes.



The terms of the deal were not disclosed. Sony bought Alamo from Altamont Capital Partners and Fortress Investment Group, as well as the chain's founder, Tim League. Mr. League said the dine-in movie theater chain was "beyond thrilled" about the deal.



It comes at a time of financial trouble for Alamo and for the movie theater business as a whole. Several of Alamo's franchised locations filed for bankruptcy and closed this month, making Sony's move a potential lifeline for the struggling chain. Alamo filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy in 2021 before a private equity firm stepped in.



The cinemas will still operate under the Alamo Drafthouse brand, Sony said, though they will be managed by a newly formed division at Sony led by Michael Kustermann, Alamo's chief executive officer.



"Alamo Drafthouse has always held the craft of filmmaking and the theatrical experience in high esteem, which are fundamental shared values between our companies," said Tom Rothman, the chief executive of Sony Pictures Motion Picture Group.



The industry has grappled with multiple headwinds in recent years, as the pandemic caused a slump in box office receipts -- and, more recently,  a dismal start to the summer blockbuster season -- while Hollywood strikes chipped away at the number of movies that studios churned out.



Ticket sales in the United States and Canada for the year to date total just over $2.8 billion, a 26 percent decline from the same period last year, according to Comscore.
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What to Know About Europe's Extra Tariffs on Chinese Electric Cars



The tariffs have been expected for months, but many European automakers warned they will drive up prices for consumers and set off a trade war with China.




Electric cars made by BYD waiting to be loaded at a port in eastern China. Competition in Europe for E.V.s made in China has led to lower prices.




By Melissa Eddy


Jun 12, 2024


The European Union said on Wednesday that it would impose additional tariffs of up to 38 percent on electric cars built in China, a move it said would help level the playing field for automakers in Europe.



The tariffs, which have been expected for months, come on top of existing 10 percent duties, but the level of their impact has been disputed. Some European automakers argue they will set off a trade war, but other experts have said they will not stop China's dominance in the industry.



Instead, they argue that incentives to make low-emission cars more attractive to drivers are needed instead, if the European Union hopes to meet its goal to ban the sale of new internal combustion engine vehicles in 2035.



What does this mean for consumers?



Industry experts predict that the increased duties on electric vehicles from China will hurt consumers more than they do Chinese automakers, by increasing the price of the most affordable electric cars on the market.



But according to an investigation by the European Union, the entire supply chain of Chinese electric cars enjoy government subsidies that allow automakers there to drastically reduce their production costs. This gives Chinese producers an unfair competitive edge over their European rivals, the European investigation found.



BYD's Dolphin model, for example, sells in Europe for about 32,400 euros, or about $34,900, compared with nearly EU40,000 for a Tesla Model Y and EU37,000 for a Volkswagen ID.4.



Clamping down on E.V. exports to E.U. nations could drive more automakers in China to shift assembly to European countries like Hungary or Spain, where costs for labor and parts are higher, resulting in higher costs for consumers.



How will this affect European automakers?



Many European car manufacturers are heavily dependent on China, the world's largest market for automobiles, for both exports and production in the domestic market.



"This decision for additional import duties is the wrong way to go," Oliver Zipse, chief executive of BMW, said on Wednesday. "The E.U. Commission is thus harming European companies and European interests."



German manufacturers, BMW, as well as Mercedes and Volkswagen, not only sell to the Chinese, but also have large production and research and development operations in China. They fear that any retribution from Beijing could harm their business.



Others remain interested in collaborations with the Chinese. Last month, Stellantis said that it would start selling two models in Europe from its joint venture with the Chinese automaker Leapmotor as part of efforts to circumvent the tariffs.



Was the E.U. just following the United States?



The Biden administration announced last month that it would impose new tariffs of 100 percent on Chinese electric vehicles. That measure quadrupled the tariffs that the United States previously charged for foreign cars, in an effort to shield the American auto industry from Chinese competition.



Some analysts had worried that tariffs set at a lower level might not be enough to stop Chinese-made electric vehicles from coming into the United States, given the big price differential between Chinese- and American-made cars.



But Wendy Cutler, the vice president of the Asia Society Policy Institute and a former U.S. trade official, said the 100 percent level would be high enough to block that trade. "That's what we call a prohibitive tariff. It really cuts trade off," she added.



The European Union began an investigation into 
Chinese E.V. subsidies
 in October, citing what leaders said was unfair competition, especially from China's three leading makers of electric cars, BYD, Geely and SAIC.



How did the E.U. get here?



The European Union is eager to avoid falling into a similar situation as it did in the late 2000s, when Beijing pumped large sums of money into solar energy technology, enabling domestic manufacturers to make multibillion-dollar investments in new factories and gain market share globally.



China's boom in production
 caused the price of panels to plummet, forcing dozens of companies in Europe and the United States out of business. That led the European Commission to open an anti-dumping investigation that resulted in punitive tariffs on the Chinese panels.



But China retaliated, announcing its own investigation into exports of European wine and solar panel components, a move that divided the bloc. That allowed China to pit them against one another, ultimately leading the Europeans to back down.



More than a decade on, 
Germany's solar industry is still struggling
, and cheap solar panels from China dominate the market.



What happens next?



Even before the announcement on tariffs from Brussels, demand for Chinese E.V.s in Europe had begun slowing down, as Germany and France cut back on subsidies for electric cars.



Last month, Great Wall Motors said that it was closing its headquarters in Munich, citing "the increasingly challenging European electric vehicle market, coupled with numerous uncertainties in the future."



But BYD, China's leading manufacturer of electric cars and a sponsor of the 2024 European soccer championship that begins in Germany on Friday, remains focused on Europe. The company is already building a factory in Hungary and is considering a second one.



Ana Swanson
 contributed from Washington.
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Tesla's Nordic Shareholders Seek to Promote Workers' Rights in Vote



Tesla mechanics in Sweden have been striking for six months with little movement from their employer. Nordic shareholders hope to change that.




A Tesla facility in Stockholm last year. The auto maker's shareholders will vote on a measure, inspired by a strike by Tesla workers in Sweden, urging the company to engage in collective bargaining.




By Melissa Eddy


Jun 13, 2024


The fight over 
Elon Musk's pay package
 and the vote over whether to move Tesla's headquarters to Texas have been the main focus of attention ahead of the company's shareholders meeting on Thursday, but not for investors from Nordic countries.



Tesla's major shareholders in Sweden, Denmark and Norway are instead looking to the meeting to bring the issue of labor rights at the automaker to the fore.



Behind the campaign is the 
strike of Tesla's mechanics in Sweden
. Now stretching into its sixth month, the dispute has drawn in unions from across the region that have joined in blockades aimed at bringing the U.S. carmaker to the negotiating table to reach a collective agreement with its Swedish workers.



Several of the biggest shareholders in the Nordic countries are urging others to back a proposal that would require Tesla to respect the right of workers to assemble.



Tesla did not respond to a request for comment. It has remained resistant to unions in Europe, even in countries with strong traditions of organized labor. Mr. Musk has expressed his disdain for organized labor. "I disagree with the idea of unions," he said at 
the DealBook Summit
 in New York last year.



None of Tesla's factories are unionized, potentially giving the company an advantage over rivals like Ford Motor, General Motors and Volkswagen that must pay union wages. But in the United States, Tesla is a prime target for the United Automobile Workers union, which is in a strong position after winning the largest wage increases in years recently for workers at unionized plants.



The proposal up for vote on Thursday was put forward by Folksam Group, an insurance company from Sweden, along with a Canadian pension fund and equity funds from the United States. Together they are calling on Tesla's board to adopt a policy that would commit to "noninterference and good faith bargaining in accordance with internationally recognized human rights standards with respect to freedom of association and collective bargaining," according to 
a filing with
 the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission.



Among those backing the proposal, which is up for vote on Thursday, are KLP, Norway's biggest pension fund, which holds 900,000 Tesla shares worth some 1.7 billion Norwegian crowns, or $162 million.



"We as a long-term investor expect that companies we invest in will adhere to the highest international standards in its business operations, in particular when they have business operations across the globe where the standards may vary from country to country," said Kiran Aziz, KLP's head of responsible investments.



The Norwegian fund was one of several investors from the Nordic countries to send a letter to Tesla's management last year addressing the issue of labor rights.



Despite the strike and the campaign by those Nordic shareholders, Mr. Musk enjoys a strong following among many of the Sweden's most tech-savvy drivers. Although a majority of Swedes have expressed support for the strike, many are fans of Mr. Musk. Tesla sold 20,400 cars in Sweden last year, and the Model Y is the country's best seller.



Tesla mechanics who are members of the IF Metall union walked off their jobs in late October. Dozens remain on strike and the union has been picketing the company's facilities across Sweden.



The union say Tesla is flouting Sweden's tradition of collective agreements. About 90 percent of Swedish workers are covered by these agreements, which also apply to nonunion employees and set work conditions across industries.



Tesla has refused to engage in the process of collective bargaining that sets such an agreement, arguing that the company pays its workers competitively and complies with local labor laws.



That has not stopped the union from rallying more than a dozen other labor organizations to support its side through sympathy measures, which are allowed under Swedish law. For several months, workers from other industries have been refusing to provide Tesla with services ranging from unloading of its cars at ports, to trash removal to the delivery of new license plates.



Last month, Sweden's largest union, Unionen, joined the effort with a walkout by workers who carry out equipment inspections for the company.



Tesla has so far found workarounds and has managed to keep its business going without significant disruptions for customers. 



KLP, the Norwegian pension fund, has also said that it would vote against Mr. Musk's $46.5 billion pay package. Although the vote on pay is unrelated to the labor dispute, the fund said that "the total award value remains excessive" despite Tesla's significant growth. KLP also voted against the pay package in 2018.



Major shareholders appear divided over whether to support the pay package, which was 
nullified by a judge at a Delaware
 court in January. Tesla is now asking shareholders to approve the pay package and Mr. Musk has been lobbying s
hareholders for support over the social media platform X
, which he owns.



In reaction to a post by Mr. Musk urging small investors to be allowed to vote, some Swedish retail brokerage firms broke with tradition in Europe by saying they would allow their customers to cast votes at the annual general meeting on Thursday, after they received requests to do so.



"We always want to do our best to meet our customers' requests, and decided to make an exception this time and to make it possible for them to vote at this specific Tesla annual general meeting," said Sofia Svavar, a spokeswoman for Avanza, an online bank based in Stockholm.



Jack Ewing
 contributed reporting.
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Elon Musk Withdraws His Lawsuit Against OpenAI and Sam Altman



The Tesla chief executive had claimed that the A.I. start-up put profits and commercial interests ahead of benefiting humanity.




Mr. Musk founded his own artificial intelligence company last year called xAI, and has repeatedly claimed that OpenAI was not focused enough on the dangers of the technology.




By Cade Metz


Jun 11, 2024


Elon Musk withdrew his lawsuit on Tuesday against OpenAI, the maker of the online chatbot ChatGPT, a day before a state judge in San Francisco was set to consider whether it should be dismissed.



The suit, 
filed in February
, had accused the artificial intelligence start-up and two of its founders, Sam Altman and Greg Brockman, of breaching OpenAI's founding contract by prioritizing commercial interests over the public good.



A multibillion-dollar partnership that OpenAI signed with Microsoft, Mr. Musk's suit claimed, represented an abandonment of the company's pledge to carefully develop A.I. and make the technology publicly available.



Mr. Musk had argued that the founding contract said that the organization should instead be focused on building artificial general intelligence, or A.G.I., a machine that can do anything the brain can do, for the benefit of humanity.



OpenAI, based in San Francisco, had called for a dismissal days after Mr. Musk filed the suit. He could still refile the suit in California or another state.




Mr. Musk filed his suit weeks after members of the OpenAI board unexpectedly fired Sam Altman, above, an OpenAI co-founder. Mr. Altman returned to the company five days after he was pushed out.




Mr. Musk did not immediately respond to a request for comment, and OpenAI declined to comment.



Mr. Musk helped found OpenAI in 2015 along with Mr. Altman, Mr. Brockman and several young A.I. researchers. He saw the research lab as a response to A.I. work being done at the time by Google. Mr. Musk believed Google and its co-founder, Larry Page, were not appropriately concerned with 
the risks that A.I. presented to humanity
.



Mr. Musk parted ways with OpenAI after a power struggle in 2018. The company later become an A.I. technology leader, creating ChatGPT, a chatbot that can generate text and answer questions in humanlike prose.



Mr. Musk founded his own A.I. company last year called xAI, while repeatedly claiming that OpenAI was not focused enough on the dangers of the technology.



He filed his lawsuit weeks after members of the OpenAI board unexpectedly fired Mr. Altman, saying he could no longer be trusted with the company's mission to build A.I. for the good of humanity. Mr. Altman was reinstated after five days of negotiations with the board, and soon cemented his control over the company, reclaiming a seat on the board.



Late last month, OpenAI 
announced
 that it had started working on a new artificial intelligence model that would succeed the GPT-4 technology that drives ChatGPT. The company said that it expected the new model to bring "the next level of capabilities" as it strove to build A.G.I.



The company also said it was creating a new Safety and Security Committee to explore how it should handle the risks posed by the new model and future technologies.
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Guest Essay



Israel's North Is Burning








By Mairav Zonszein


Jun 12, 2024


On the night of June 3, vast parts of northern Israel went up in flames after Hezbollah fired rockets on the area. The raging fires 
burned more than 3,000 acres
.



They are a painful reminder that the protracted war in Gaza not only is devastating for the people of Gaza and a threat to lives of the hostages held by Hamas, but also has serious consequences for northern Israel, much of which has become a largely abandoned war zone since October. It is increasingly evident that without a cease-fire, the situation at the northern border could rapidly deteriorate into a full-scale war between Israel and Hezbollah.



The two fronts have been linked from the very start of the war. Hezbollah entered the conflict on Oct. 8, firing on Israeli military positions in the Israeli-occupied Golan Heights less than 24 hours after the Hamas attack from Gaza. Israel has since been locked in an arduous, albeit confined, war of attrition with almost daily exchanges of missiles, armed drones and rocket fire that demand constant and robust military manpower and resources.



The Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah has stated repeatedly that Hezbollah will continue its attacks as long as the hostilities in Gaza continue. The group has 
indicated
 that even a pause in the fighting in Gaza would prompt it to -- at least temporarily -- stand down if Israel did the same, just as it did during the weeklong pause in fighting late last year. Any deal aimed at stabilizing the situation in the north will depend on reaching a conclusive resolution of the conflict in Gaza that Hamas accepts. Even then, displaced Israelis are understandably skeptical that a cease-fire followed by a diplomatic agreement can restore security and therefore have been pushing for significant military action.



That resolution cannot come fast enough for the 
more than 60,000 Israelis
 once living within five kilometers of the Lebanese border whom the Israeli government evacuated last fall. Thousands more have since left the area on their own. The mass evacuation of Israeli civilians and the creation of a de facto buffer zone have had severe consequences, enabling Hezbollah to fire much more freely at the northern towns of Kiryat Shmona, Metula and Margaliot without incurring the civilian casualties that could have led to a rapid escalation.



But it has still caused damage to many homes and infrastructure, and tens of thousands of Israelis who were moved to hotels still have no idea if and when they can return to their homes, or under what conditions. With the school year almost over and people needing to plan for the fall, many don't have any idea whether they will ever be able to go back to their lives. Some have opted to leave the hotels and relocate for at least another year. Many are in economic distress because their businesses can't function. The state has not provided them with a timeline or plan.



That Hezbollah entered the war is significant. The group is the linchpin of Iran's so-called Axis of Resistance, which includes the Houthis in Yemen, Shiite militias in Iraq and Syria, and Islamic Jihad and Hamas in the Palestinian territories, and has worked tirelessly since the 2006 Second Lebanon War to build up its power. But the price of any further escalation, for both sides, would be immeasurably higher than in the previous conflict.



Still, the Israeli political echelon has prioritized defeating Hamas in Gaza, even though 
Hezbollah's arsenal
 is far more potent. Israel claims it is 
making important tactical achievements
 against Hezbollah in its effort to secure the border. But with a steadily increasing number of drones and rockets being fired from Lebanon (
May saw the highest number of attacks since
 October), it is probably now far more dangerous to walk around the nearly empty northern towns than in the cities near Gaza.



Hezbollah's attacks have also been growing increasingly sophisticated with technologically advanced drones and precision-guided ammunition, demonstrating that Israel's touted "tactical achievements" have failed to make a dent in the group's capabilities. These advances may also indicate something even more ominous: Hezbollah might believe it is racking up strategic gains that outweigh its losses. The situation has created a terrible laboratory, where Hezbollah has had the chance to carefully study Israel's defense and surveillance systems for a prolonged period. It is clearly looking for, and finding, Israel's weak spots, in order to penetrate and overwhelm its defenses through multipronged and varied attacks.



That is why, for example, 
a Hezbollah drone attack
 on a military position on May 6 managed to kill two Israeli soldiers. This was despite being in what was considered a protected facility, 
according to a reserve Israeli military brigade general
 who noted that the location was targeted at a specific angle, reflecting likely prior intelligence on the position. And it is apparently why on June 5, at least two armed drones targeting soldiers positioned in the Druze Israeli village Hurfeish managed to hit their target without triggering sirens, 
killing
 one soldier and wounding nine more.



Hezbollah, in other words, may be preparing for an all-out war with Israel, in which its first and primary action will be trying to degrade and neutralize Israeli defenses.



Israeli military and political officials insist Israel cannot stop the war in Gaza, not just because Hamas is still not entirely defeated, but because of what it means for Israel's power projection in the region, specifically vis-a-vis Hezbollah and Iran. Many Israeli officials believe another war with Hezbollah is a matter of time. Far-right politicians have now started to call 
for an invasion of Lebanon
.



But the reality on the ground tells a different story. The military, which is accustomed to short wars, seems fatigued -- as is the Israeli public, which wants a new government. And if Israel has not been able to dismantle Hamas, a much smaller and less formidable adversary, after eight months of war and a nearly 17-year blockade of Gaza, what makes Israelis think that they can defeat Hezbollah in Lebanon, even putting aside the high price in soldier and civilian lives? Continuing on the current trajectory of escalating tit-for-tat attacks is also dangerous, not just because of what Hezbollah is learning, but also because the risk of all-out war, even if no one wants one, is constantly rising because of miscalculations in the expanding battlefield and potency of the weapons used.



That could be part of why Benjamin Netanyahu's war cabinet had 
approved
 a Gaza cease-fire deal, believed to be the same one that President Biden recently outlined and that was passed in a United Nations resolution this week. Mr. Netanyahu has kept formal acceptance of Mr. Biden's proposal vague, but the war cabinet members -- one of whom 
has since resigned
 -- most likely understood that in addition to the urgency of seeing the hostages freed, the longer that the war of attrition with Hezbollah lasts, the more it is likely that Israel will be dragged into a deeper conflict -- and not at a time of its choosing.



A Gaza cease-fire would almost certainly bring quiet to the north, allow much needed respite for the military, pave the way for residents to return to their homes and open up the potential for diplomatic understandings between Israel and Lebanon.



Mairav Zonszein is the senior Israel analyst with the International Crisis Group.
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To Understand Elon Musk's Descent, Look at His $46 Billion Pay Package








By J. Bradford DeLong


Jun 11, 2024


Elon Musk is not just another inconsequential Silicon Valley billionaire.



Most of his inconsequential peers have two primary accomplishments: showing up at the right place at the right time and being sufficiently arrogant to continue the course rather than diversify. Had their shoes been empty, someone else would have stepped into them, and things would have been much the same.



But Mr. Musk changed the world.



He wanted to jump-start the decarbonization of human civilization's energy. He succeeded. He drove Tesla to create the electric vehicle industry as we know it. Yes, he overpromised. But he often overdelivered and overdelivered spectacularly. Truly wonderful things happened with Tesla's performance as a technology inventor, deliverer and deployer.



But "happened" is in the past tense. Much has changed since 2018, the year Tesla dreamed up an unorthodox pay package that, in theory, tied Mr. Musk's pay to the company's performance. Problem is, the performance was not for making high-quality cars or making affordable cars or making cars at scale. The performance was for pushing Tesla's stock price up.



This pay package was, I think, bad for Mr. Musk. And it was, I am sure, bad for Tesla and, by extension, our nation's crucial fight against global warming, by far. Tesla is now asking its shareholders to reapprove this pay package, which would hand Mr. Musk an eye-popping roughly $46 billion, making him, the world's richest man, one of its highest-paid executives.



I have a recommendation for Tesla shareholders: Vote no.



The board promised Mr. Musk -- at his urging -- that if he made the board and the shareholders truly wealthy by boosting the stock price, by whatever means, he could have 12 percent of the company. Yet I believe this pay package helped drive his descent from visionary business leader to bizarre carnival barker. And that set of incentives and responses should not be validated.



Here I need to back up and tell you what meme stocks are. The standard example is GameStop, a company that runs about 4,000 video game and electronics stores. Trading at $5 a share at the start of December 2020, its price rose to a staggering roughly $150 a share at the end of January 2021. Mr. Musk joined the fun by tweeting one word -- "Gamestonk!!" -- and the shares soared to $483 two days later, before beginning a long, jagged decline. As of the start of 2024, it was almost $17 a share after a four-for-one stock split, far above the $5 of 2020, even though nothing much had changed about its (struggling) business. And a recent revival of GameStop mania has since pushed it up to $30 a share.



Who is behind all of this crazy? It is not people who want to invest in a slice of Gamestop's business over the long term. It is, rather, that people who are buying GameStop as a way of pledging allegiance to an idea, a meme, a cultural-technological movement of some kind -- and a few hoping to get rich by tagging along and selling at the top. Past stock manias and bubbles involved people who believed that the company involved would be profitable or at least that they would be able to make money selling their stock to a greater fool than them who had just arrived in the marketplace and still believed. But GameStop stock became all but disconnected from the profit-and-loss statements of the 4,000 GameStop stores.



And so it has become with Tesla. It was no longer about getting better at making high-quality electric vehicles for which there was strong demand. For Mr. Musk, incentivized by his pay package, it became about a stock price that must go up.



After 2018, Mr. Musk went all in. He made noise, particularly on Twitter. He still overpromised, but he no longer overdelivered; instead he jumped from moonshot theme to moonshot theme to boost the meme-stock association of Tesla. Humanoid robots! Cybertrucks! Fleets of Tesla robotaxis! An artificial intelligence supercomputer whose brain would be all the idle Teslas in the world, networked! And the share price did zoom, making him the richest man on earth, from about $20, give or take, around 2018 to over $400 in late 2021 before beginning a jagged and often interrupted decline to its still lofty $174.



Tesla had always had build-quality problems. But it used to have a road map for fixing them. And it used to have a road map for gaining manufacturing expertise, adding capacity, introducing models to crawl down from the rarefied technoexperiment and luxury car markets into the enormous market of providing what Americans see as their basic transportation. But those seem to have fallen away. The idea that there would soon be a truly affordable mass-market Tesla receded from real soon to maybe someday. Instead we got the Cybertruck, for which demand is rather limited, as it is not set up to do the things that people who use pickup trucks need them for. And meanwhile, in China, BYD's blade-battery technologies and process-manufacturing expertise grew by leaps and bounds.



Unlike GameStop, Tesla sells products a bit more critical to our future than games like Call of Duty. For the world, Tesla has been nothing short of a beacon of hope, a carbon-transition technological spearhead to a more sustainable future with less damage from global warming, via a rapid build-out of electric vehicles and power. For our shared future, the world very badly needs to return to the Tesla before 2018, when it was creating the societal knowledge of how to design and efficiently build electric vehicles at a truly ferocious rate.



A management focused on the actual business Tesla is engaged in is far better for society than a management focused on what the pay package incentivizes Mr. Musk to focus on every hour he spends working on the company: continuing the run of Tesla as a meme stock.



John Maynard Keynes wrote in 1936, with characteristic British understatement, "When the capital development of a country becomes a byproduct of a casino, the job is likely to be ill done." Voting for the pay package would validate this focus, and that is a damned shame, for Elon Musk is truly consequential. And that is a big deal.



Or perhaps shareholders should vote for the pay package out of fear: If Mr. Musk regards himself as betrayed, he may no longer spend time talking up Tesla and its share price -- and without his meme stock mojo, the shares could falter. Toyota makes generally higher-quality cars and has revenue that in 2023 was more than four times Tesla's but commands only about three-fifths of its total market capitalization. That is how far down Tesla stock could go.



But I argue that we must accept the possibility of short-term pain for a forever payoff. Tesla almost certainly accounts for a plurality of Mr. Musk's fortune. SpaceX makes up the bulk of the remainder. And SpaceX appears to be in very good hands, as he trusts the awesomely competent Gwynne Shotwell, who, as chief operating officer of SpaceX, has managed the marriage of fire and ice, building an organizational culture that combines an astonishing attention to detail with a willingness to experiment beyond the limits of what had been thought possible. She proves that Mr. Musk is capable of far better business judgment. Business judgment that Tesla desperately needs. Right now.



J. Bradford DeLong teaches economic history at the University of California, Berkeley, and is the author of "Slouching Towards Utopia: An Economic History of the Twentieth Century." He was a deputy assistant secretary of the Treasury in the Clinton administration and is on the advisory committee of Birnam Oak Advisors, an investment adviser.
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Our Desire for Inexpensive Food Is Putting Us in Danger








By David Quammen


Jun 12, 2024


A dairy worker in Texas contracts H5N1 bird flu after contact with infected cows, and suffers eye inflammation. Weeks later, a dairy worker in Michigan 
begins to cough
 and then tests positive for the virus. A ferret in a cage (ferrets are often used as study proxies for humans) becomes infected with the virus by airborne transmission from a sick ferret in a nearby cage. These data and other recent cases of H5N1 suggest that the virus might be evolving to spread more easily to -- and among -- people.



One implication is that while U.S. health authorities say the risk to the general public remains low, that risk could increase quickly. Another implication, less obvious but worth pondering, is that our collective appetite for on-demand inexpensive meat and dairy is leading us toward another catastrophic pandemic, not just pink eye and coughing in a few people.



It is fair to criticize government bodies, such as the U.S. Department of Agriculture, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and state departments of health and of agriculture, for their laxity, tardiness, lack of transparency and 
inefficacy
 in dealing with the 
dangers of H5N1 on dairy farms
. For instance, why isn't blood testing for signs of the virus among dairy workers now mandatory in all U.S. dairy operations? Why isn't there widespread use of protective equipment? Why haven't there been earlier and broader requirements for the testing of cows?



But we should reserve some of the blame for ourselves. Americans are eager customers of the products that industrial-scale animal husbandry provides: milk, eggs, beef, chicken and pork. They arrive on our supermarket shelves wrapped in plastic or in cardboard cartons from vast factory farms perfectly suited to serve as petri dishes for the evolution of novel pathogens -- novel to humans, anyway. We have surrounded ourselves with chattel animals, raised and milked and fattened and slaughtered and plucked and butchered in staggering numbers. It's no surprise that sometimes they give us their viruses.



One contributing factor to the looming threat of H5N1 is that it has 
spread
 among poultry flocks. Quantity of hosts correlates with the quantity of opportunities, and there are, by one authoritative estimate, about 34 billion chickens alive on Earth at a given moment. Most of those are in big commercial operations. What makes such scales dangerous is not the inhumanity involved (that's a separate issue) but the abundance and concentration of animals. Evolution is a numbers game like roulette, though with higher stakes, and for a virus, even in a single host, the numbers are often huge.



One particle of a flu virus replicating in an animal might produce 100 billion more flu particles in a few days. Those offspring will contain many random mutations, which are raw material for evolution. The more spins of that roulette wheel, the greater cumulative chance that the pearly ball will land on a number that breaks the bank.



There are reasons H5N1 
probably 
won't evolve from an avian virus transmitted in feces into a human virus of the airways, capable of killing millions of people. It would need a combination of long-shot mutations: changes in how it copies itself and in what sorts of cells in what parts of a host's body it infects and whether it can remain lethal while floating through indoor air. Combining all those changes into one incarnation of the virus is highly unlikely. But odds against any unlikely event go down as the number of chances goes up. That's how evolution over the ages has given us mammals that fly (bats), birds that swim (penguins), insects that live within elaborate social systems (ants) and the duck-billed platypus.



One area where those improbable mutations might be brought together is in the udders of dairy cows. Cow udders are hot spots for copious replication of the virus, and some new research (albeit not yet peer-reviewed) suggests that udders may contain both cells with receptors hospitable to bird flu viruses and other cells with receptors hospitable to human flu viruses. If a bird flu and a human flu happened to infect the same udder cell at the same time, they could swap sections of their genomes and emerge as a hybrid capable of causing a pandemic.



If. Probably won't. Could. Nothing is certain about how an influenza virus will evolve until it happens.



The point here is not to demonize cows or malign their udders. The point, on the contrary, is to remind us how humans
 treat
 cows, how we gather them in dense herds to achieve industrial-scale economies in supplying the dairy and meat products we crave. The United States is home to about 9.4 million dairy cows, most of those (again, like the chickens) on large operations with more than a thousand animals. If H5N1 continues circulating among them, there will be many spins of the wheel.



When humans began domesticating cattle about 10,000 years ago it was a big step toward our becoming one of the most successfully organized and "civilized" species. It was also the beginning of a broad new pathway for the cross species sharing of infectious diseases. The measles virus, which killed many millions of people in the centuries before modern vaccination, seems to have entered the human population almost 3,000 years ago in the form of the rinderpest virus, a virulent pathogen of cattle (unless rinderpest was derived from measles, and they got their infection from us).



Everything comes from somewhere. Recent viruses among humans (such as 
Nipah
 or the MERS virus) generally come from old viruses among nonhuman animals, remaking themselves quickly thanks to their inherent evolutionary changeability, and seizing opportunities to spread more widely and abundantly.



By the choices we make as consumers, seeking economies of scale and low costs for the meat and dairy we want, produced in situations where thousands and millions of animals are crammed together in feedlots and barns, we create risks for ourselves and opportunities for the next dangerous virus. The roulette wheel turns, the pearly ball rolls. Ladies and gentlemen, place your bets.



David Quammen is the author of "
Breathless: The Scientific Race to Defeat a Deadly Virus
."
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Michelle Goldberg



Colorado's Trumpified G.O.P. Says to Burn Pride Flags








By Michelle Goldberg


Jun 11, 2024


The Colorado Republican Party last week sent a mass email with the subject line, "God Hates Pride." The missive denounced Pride Month as a time when "godless groomers" attack what is "decent, holy and righteous." It included a clip of a sermon by a famously 
misogynist
 pastor named Mark Driscoll, with thumbnail text proclaiming, in a nod to the slogan of the obscenely anti-gay Westboro Baptist Church, "God Hates Flags." The party also 
posted
 on the social media platform X, "Burn all the #pride flags this June."



These messages, which have rocked Republican politics in Colorado, are the latest demonstration of how Donald Trump's MAGA movement has thrown 
state parties
 into turmoil. But they've also set off a furious backlash from within the party, an indication that beneath a thin veneer of pro-Trump unanimity, old-school Republicans are locked in a power struggle with the fanatics, trolls and conspiracy theorists Trump has empowered. It's a strange dynamic: a bloc of conservatives who've mostly capitulated to Trump are still fighting Trumpism, as if the two things can be separated.



In Colorado, Dave Williams, who was elected party chair last year, embodies the Trumpist takeover of the Republican Party. In 2021, as ProPublica 
reported
, Steve Bannon called on election deniers to flood Republican parties at the local level, and in Colorado as elsewhere, they listened. "There was kind of a movement in the party, I think it was propelled by Steve Bannon, to really take control," said Chuck Broerman, a longtime Republican official in El Paso County, where Williams lives.



These new party activists, said Broerman, elevated Williams, a hard-right figure known for his anti-gay politics since he was an undergraduate student body president who was impeached for discriminating against an L.B.G.T.Q. campus group.



Williams quickly set about making the state party a tool of the MAGA movement. The party used to stay neutral in Republican primaries, but under Williams, it started endorsing candidates. The party's candidate questionnaire asks, "Do you support President Trump's populist, America-first agenda?" Those who want the party's endorsement must also say whether they "denounce" Americans for Prosperity, the organization established by the billionaire brothers Charles and David Koch, which supported Nikki Haley in the recent Republican presidential primary.



One of the candidates the party endorsed was Williams himself, who is running for Congress in Colorado's very Republican Fifth District. He's facing Jeff Crank, regional vice president of Americans for Prosperity, in the primary, and, as The Colorado Sun has 
reported
, using party money to support his campaign. Williams is backed by 
Trump
 and the House Freedom Caucus, while Crank, the favorite in the race, was endorsed by the House speaker, Mike Johnson. Except for a few issues like funding for Ukraine, which Williams opposes and Crank supports, the split isn't exactly ideological. It's more about ethics -- a lot of people are furious at Williams's appropriation of party resources -- and style.



In this battle, Williams's anti-gay provocations have become an unexpected flashpoint. Mainstream conservatives might "agree with him on gay issues," said Dick Wadhams, the state Republican Party chair from 2007 to 2011. But "I don't think they like the tone, the hateful tone of what he put out," he said, and "they think his conduct has become embarrassing." Republican leaders from across the state have called for him to step down, and since he's refused, some have launched a drive to remove him.



Valdamar Archuleta, a Republican congressional candidate in Denver and president of the state chapter of the Log Cabin Republicans, a group for gay members of the G.O.P., repudiated the state party's endorsement over its anti-gay rhetoric. "I do think this is going to be a movement that's going to force Colorado Republicans to kind of wake up and say, 'All right, we can't just sit back and give up on our state and let the fringe element of the party control the party," Archuleta, who is voting for Trump in November, told me.



But, thanks to Trump, that "fringe element" 
already
 controls the party. To force Williams from office, his opponents would need 60 percent of the votes in the state party's central committee. Given the makeup of the party, that seems unlikely. "I think the only way he gets removed is that Donald Trump himself calls for him to be removed," said Eli Bremer, who was chair of the El Paso County Republican Party when Williams was vice chair of it.



Trump will almost certainly not do that. The ex-president may not be particularly homophobic, at least by Republican standards, but he knows that many of his most devoted supporters are Christian nationalists who see the L.G.B.T.Q. movement as part of the constellation of subversive forces that have stolen the country from them. That's why anti-gay paranoia and election denialism fit together so naturally. Indeed, within the context of Republican politics, Archuleta is probably more of an outlier than Williams. According to a Gallup 
poll
 taken last year, only 41 percent of Republicans believe that same-sex relationships are morally acceptable.



Wadhams points out that the "God Hates Pride" email might have been strategic. "Some people think that he put out this hateful anti-Pride message in order to try to really rev up his base, because I think he understands that he might lose this," he said of Williams's primary bid. (In Colorado, independents, who outnumber both Democrats and Republicans, can vote in party primaries.) "And maybe he thinks the only way he can get back in the game is to really energize his base of support."



Attacks from other Republicans could help him do that. "He's very good at playing the 'I am a victim' card," said Wadhams. "You know, 'The establishment, the RINOs are all after me.'" It's pretty clear where he learned that from.
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Hunter Biden's Conviction, and a Family's Pain



Readers discuss addiction, call for compassion and praise how the president has supported his son.




Hunter Biden was convicted on Tuesday on three felony counts tied to a handgun purchase in 2018.



Jun 12, 2024


To the Editor:



Re "
President's Son Is Found Guilty on Gun Charges
" (front page, June 12):



President Biden lost his first wife and daughter in a car accident. He lost his son Beau to brain cancer. Hunter Biden, his other son, has just been found guilty of felony charges involving gun possession.



We live in a painfully polarized time. But I would argue that, regardless of party affiliation, compassion and empathy are warranted in acknowledging our shared humanity. While pundits will no doubt turn their focus to political fallout, we should not lose sight of the big picture: These are real people, with real lives, and real suffering.



Larry S. Sandberg
New York
The writer is a psychiatrist.



To the Editor:



Re "
One Thing Everyone Has Missed About Hunter Biden's Case
," by Patti Davis (Opinion guest essay, June 12):



Addiction is a disease, and neither intelligence, education or great family support can prevent it. Such things also do not prevent cancer, mental illness, Parkinson's or any other disease.



Hunter Biden fell prey to addiction, and as a result made bad choices that got him into trouble and have troubled his loving family to this day, even though he has been sober for a while. Hopefully he will continue to be -- although prison is not a good environment for an addict trying to stay sober!



If Hunter Biden weren't the president's son, he likely would not have even been on trial for something he did that thousands of addicts do in our gun-loving society, and get away with.



Can we ever get away from politicizing everything? Not in the current divisive climate.



Patti Davis's article is right on! And beautifully written.



Manuela Bonnet-Buxton
Cornelius, Ore.



To the Editor:



I am appalled, though not surprised, that Donald Trump and his cult have portrayed Hunter Biden's legal problems as equivalent to those of their party's 2024 presidential candidate.



Thousands of American families have been brought to their knees by the agony of addiction. Those who did not bail out on their son, daughter, sister, brother, parent or friend have, in many cases, been rewarded with the gift of recovery, as is the case in the Biden family.



Hunter Biden is the first to acknowledge that his addiction resulted in many bad decisions that continue to affect his life and the lives of his family. He also learned humility and gratitude, virtues that Donald Trump has yet to acquire.



President Biden and Jill Biden have demonstrated character and integrity in countless ways, including their loyalty and commitment to their son. Now that the verdict is in, I'm confident that the American people will see yet another chapter of grace under fire and pride in a son who is demonstrating that there 
is
 life after addiction. My choice in the presidential election is more clear to me than ever!



Nancy Wilson
Merritt Island, Fla.



To the Editor:



If President Biden had really "weaponized" the Justice Department and courts, don't you think he would have stopped the trial of his son Hunter?



Dave Savage
Williams, Ariz.



To the Editor:



There is one thing that stands out to me regarding Hunter Biden's conviction on gun purchase charges. A few of the jurors involved in this trial were interviewed and televised by the media after the verdict.



The jurors after Donald Trump's recent conviction feared for their lives, protected their identities and provided no public statements.



Peter McCabe
East Brunswick, N.J.
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Ethics Questions Raised by Secret Recordings of Justices



Readers discuss a woman's conversations with Justice Samuel Alito and Chief Justice John Roberts under false pretenses.




"One side or the other is going to win," Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr. said in a recording when talking about differences between the left and the right in the United States.



Jun 12, 2024


To the Editor:



Re "
In Secret Recording, Alito Endorses Nation of 'Godliness'
" (news article, June 11):



Lauren Windsor
, a self-described "advocacy journalist," poses dishonestly as a Catholic conservative at the annual Supreme Court Historical Society fund-raising event, and engages Justice Samuel Alito and Chief Justice John Roberts in a game of "gotcha." Her behavior is ethically wrong on so many levels.



She is at a private event, not open to journalists. She did not disclose that she was a journalist. She was secretly wired and recorded private conversations without disclosure or consent. She baits them with leading questions, trying to trap them into agreeing with her stated opinions. One reasonable interpretation is that Justice Alito was agreeing merely to be polite.



Are there times when the ends justify the means? Yes, but this is not one. Lauren Windsor is no brave agent working to trap a drug gang leader, or working in the resistance behind enemy lines. Most decent people of all political persuasions will be disgusted by her behavior and sympathize with the justices who were the victims of her dishonesty.



How many justices will attend next year, and if so, how many will be willing to talk to anyone other than a close and trusted friend? This is just one more example on the road to incivility.



Mary Ann Lynch
Cape Elizabeth, Maine



To the Editor:



It is crucial not to conflate the ethics of how these statements of Justice Samuel Alito were obtained, and what the implications of these statements are. Regardless of the circumstances, it is clear that Justice Alito is a religious extremist of Manichaean, us-versus-them thinking.



It is equally clear that he sees his role as a jurist to use his position on the Supreme Court to impose his individual religious beliefs on all of society. I consider it unacceptable and very dangerous for any Supreme Court justice to make their legal judgments in a way to ensure that their own personal religious beliefs "win" some great moral battle over "godliness."



Gary M. Stewart
Laguna Beach, Calif.



To the Editor:



For me the major conclusion to be derived from the surreptitious recordings of both Justice Samuel Alito and Chief Justice John Roberts is the contrast between the two men.



One, Justice Alito, is a dyed-in-the-wool religious zealot who sees the world and the court based upon his personal beliefs.



The other, Chief Justice Roberts, is a much more reasonable and moderate person who appears to be able to put aside any personal beliefs in favor of compromise and fairness.



This is pretty much what most of us would have thought before the recordings became public.



Steve Kutay
Santa Fe, N.M.



To the Editor:



As an author with an interest in ethics, I can't help but question The Times's decision to publish a story that was based entirely on a recording made in secret and under false pretenses by a self-described "advocacy journalist."



The quotes from two journalism ethics experts in the article are evidence that the reporter, at least, questioned the methods used. The fact that both agreed that the surreptitious recording and misrepresentation of the questioner's identity were unethical is jarring and raises two obvious questions: If the experts say that the method is unethical, why did The Times go forward with the story? And if the same methods were used by a Times reporter, would the story have passed muster?



Michael D. Beil
Matosinhos, Portugal
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Greece Closes Schools and Acropolis as Possible Record Heat Is Forecast



Concerns are also growing for two foreign hikers who have gone missing on Greek islands amid the soaring temperatures.




Members of the Hellenic Red Cross handing out bottles of water outside the Acropolis in Athens on Wednesday.




By Niki Kitsantonis


Jun 12, 2024


Intense heat in Greece prompted a mini lockdown for two days starting on Wednesday, with some schools closing and the Acropolis restricting visiting hours, as the authorities searched for two foreign hikers just a few days after a 
British medical journalist was found dead
 on the island of Symi after going for a walk in searing heat.



The onset of sweltering temperatures, which meteorologists said might set a record on Thursday, prompted the Health Ministry to issue a warning to older people and people with chronic ailments to stay indoors. The authorities also advised anyone who works outdoors to avoid strenuous activity from noon to 5 p.m.



Temperatures were forecast to reach 41 Celsius, or 105.8 Fahrenheit, in Athens on Wednesday and rise to 42 Celsius (107.6 Fahrenheit) on Thursday before dipping on Friday, according to Greece's National Meteorological Service. The heat elsewhere in the Greek mainland was expected to reach 43 Celsius.




Walking up Lycabettus Hill in Athens on Wednesday. Temperatures were forecast to reach 105.8 degrees Fahrenheit in the city on Wednesday and 107.6 degrees on Thursday.




The tinderbox conditions also raised concerns about wildfires after a 
disastrous summer last year
, when wildfires killed more than 20 people in Greece and razed vast areas of forestland. Greece's civil protection authority and the army were conducting 24-hour patrols of major forests this week in an effort to prevent fires from breaking out.



Meteorologists have warned that 
Europe is on course to have another scorching summer
. Last summer's heat and wildfires 
hurt some Greek businesses that rely on tourism
, although the country still reported record tourism revenue for the year overall. This year, while many visitors still plan to visit the Mediterranean nation, others are opting for cooler Northern European countries.



Nor is Europe alone in experiencing spiking temperatures before the summer begins. Last month, 
New Delhi recorded its highest temperature ever measured
 -- 126 degrees Fahrenheit, or 52.3 degrees Celsius -- and 
cities like Miami have been scorching
 in extreme heat in recent weeks.




Paramedics helping a woman outside the Acropolis on Wednesday.




In central Athens on Wednesday, members of the Hellenic Red Cross were distributing bottles of water and sunscreen to homeless people, and the city authorities were operating several air-conditioned venues for people to cool off in.



The Health Ministry also published notices with advice to the public on how to treat people experiencing heat stroke, including transferring them into cool areas and placing ice packs on the neck and armpits.



The searing temperatures spurred the authorities to shut primary schools in many parts of the country on Wednesday, and the Acropolis -- Greece's most visited archaeological site -- was closed from noon to 5 p.m. Those restricted hours were announced after a young tourist fainted while waiting in line to see the monument on Tuesday as temperatures rose.



The Culture Ministry imposed similar restrictions on the site last year in an effort to protect workers and tourists, though not until July.




Resting by the waterfront in Thessaloniki, in northern Greece, on Wednesday.




As the temperatures rise, the acute heat has fueled concerns about the fate of two foreign nationals who have gone missing on two Greek islands in recent days. A 74-year-old Dutch tourist was last seen on Sunday morning when he set out for a hike on Samos, and the authorities are searching for a 59-year-old dual citizen of the United States and France who has been missing on Amorgos since Tuesday morning.



On Sunday, the remains of Michael Mosley, a 67-year-old British television presenter, were found on the Greek island of Symi four days after he went missing while out for a walk. An initial post-mortem examination ruled out foul play and appeared to point to death from natural causes, according to a police spokeswoman, who that said results to toxicological tests were pending.



"Hikers go missing every year, and we usually find them safe and well," said Constantina Dimoglidou, the police spokeswoman. "I don't know what's going on this year."




Thessaloniki on Wednesday. Meteorologists have warned that Europe is on course to have another scorching summer




Ms. Dimoglidou said the extreme heat had also complicated the search efforts. During the search for Mr. Mosley, she said, the police sniffer dog had to be removed from the sun every hour to cool off and protect its paws from burns.



Concern was particularly high on Wednesday for the 74-year-old man on Samos. Ms. Dimoglidou said that the Dutch tourist's cellphone was switched off.



Dimitris Kalaitzis, a member of the local chapter of the Hellenic Rescue Team, said the man's wife had relayed that he had only a small bottle of water with him when setting out for his walk. The route the 74-year-old is believed to have taken in southwestern Samos was "arduous," Mr. Kalaitzis said.
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'Just Disillusioned': How U.K. Conservatives Lost a New Heartland



At Britain's last election, the Tories laid claim to a swath of postindustrial England. Now voters there are returning to Labour, and the insurgent Reform U.K. is also rising.




Natalie Fleet, the Labour Party's candidate for Bolsover, at a D-Day ceremony in Whitwell, England, last week. Labour held the parliamentary seat for almost 70 years before the Conservatives won it in 2019.




By Mark Landler


Jun 12, 2024


On a hilltop next to a vast limestone quarry in England's East Midlands, a crowd of about 60 people gathered last Thursday evening to witness the lighting of a beacon to mark the 80th anniversary of the 
D-Day landings
. Amid the drab parkas and pullovers was a figure in a striking red coat: Natalie Fleet, the Labour Party's candidate for Parliament, wearing her party's campaign color.



She turned up late, having hiked up in heels. But she mixed easily, chatting with a 17-year-old high school student, Georgia Haslam, about her desire to get more young women engaged in politics.



"It was reassuring to hear someone like her say, 'I understand you,'" Ms. Haslam said afterward. "If you're not from a city, if you're not wealthy, it's not clear that these politicians really care about you."



Ms. Fleet is on track to win back the parliamentary district of Bolsover for Labour, which in 2019 it lost to the Conservatives for the first time in almost 70 years. Her appearance at the D-Day commemoration was a telling contrast to the Conservative prime minister, Rishi Sunak, who skipped out of D-Day ceremonies in France the same day to return to London, drawing a 
torrent of criticism
.



And the Labour Party isn't even the only headache for the Tories, three weeks before Britain's general 
election on July 4
. In this hard-bitten region of abandoned coal mines and shuttered steel mills, the 
insurgent party Reform U.K.
 is mounting an unexpectedly robust challenge. It could siphon off enough votes from the Conservatives here to leapfrog into second place, after Labour.




Bingo night last week at the Shirebrook Miners' Welfare club, in one of the poorer parts of the Bolsover parliamentary district.




Until recently, such an outcome would have been unfathomable. The Conservative Party has held power for about two-thirds of its nearly 200-year history, making it one of the world's oldest, most successful political parties. Yet less than five years after winning a landslide victory on a pledge to "get Brexit done," the Conservatives find themselves on the cusp of a crushing defeat.



Nowhere is their reversal of fortune more palpable than in the "red wall," a set of coal and factory towns in the Midlands and north of England that long voted for Labour but 
swung dramatically to the Conservatives
 in 2019. Now many of these voters, disillusioned after their brief betrothal to the Tories, are flocking back to Labour. Some are even taking a chance on Reform, an anti-immigration populist party that has its roots in the debate over Brexit.



Political analysts have likened these towns to parts of the American Midwest where people once reliably voted for Democrats, before drifting toward the Republicans in recent decades. But while many of those converts now seem locked into their party preferences, the British electorate has become more volatile, with declining party loyalty and an openness to insurgents.



"We'll overtake the Tories," predicted Robert Reaney, a vintage motorcycle dealer who is Reform's candidate in Bolsover. "The real question is: Will people switch back to Labour?"




The market square in the town of Bolsover, which sits at the center of a former coal-mining area.




Mr. Reaney, 56, claimed that voters were not inspired by either Mr. Sunak or Labour's leader, Keir Starmer. That has left an opening for Nigel Farage, the populist firebrand who leads Reform. Mr. Farage's surprise announcement that he would run for a seat in Parliament has lifted his party to within a couple of percentage points of the Conservatives in some polls.



Parts of Reform's platform, particularly its promise to cut taxes, are not unusual for a right-of-center party. "We haven't been taxed this bad since the sheriff of Nottingham was around," Mr. Reaney said over fish and chips in Chesterfield, about 25 miles north of the sheriff's jurisdiction.



But other Reform proposals, like adopting a French-style health system or holding a public inquiry into the supposed harm caused by coronavirus vaccines, put it well to the right of any mainstream British party.



Reform's pledge to slash immigration to "
net zero
" is its biggest calling card in working-class districts like Bolsover -- places that voted to leave the European Union in 2016 and have grown frustrated as legal immigration has surged, asylum seekers have continued to cross the English Channel, and Brexit has not delivered the windfall that its evangelists promised.



The party's website warns of a "population explosion" of immigrants, which it says is threatening "British culture, identity and values." But Mr. Reaney rejected suggestions that Reform was racist.



"We're completely colorblind; we're not culture blind," he said. "We don't mind if you're Black, white, yellow, green, bright pink, or beamed down from Mars. We don't care where you're from -- just come and respect our culture, which is not a great ask."




Robert Reaney, left, a vintage motorcycle dealer, is the Reform candidate in Bolsover. He says the party's pledge to slash immigration to "net zero" will make it popular in his working-class district.




A garrulous autodidact, who peppers his conversation with references to Otto von Bismark, Mr. Reaney is not an obvious choice to spearhead a populist revolt. But he has turned his dealership into a hotbed for Reform supporters, who come in to talk politics and gaze at his lovingly restored 1938 Coventry-Eagle motorcycle.



"This is just the starting point for Reform," said Ashley Marples, 58, who collects motor scooters and describes himself as a fan of Mr. Farage. "In three or four years, they will gain momentum and be a real contender."



In its first comprehensive poll of the election, the market research firm YouGov projected that Labour would win 47 percent of the vote in Bolsover, compared with 23 percent for the Conservatives and 18 percent for Reform. But that was before Mr. Farage entered the race and before Mr. Sunak left the D-Day events early.



Tim Bale, a professor of politics at Queen Mary University of London, said that betting on a second-place Reform finish was "entirely reasonable."



"Sunak's premature exfiltration from Normandy has gone down badly everywhere and with almost everyone," he added. "It certainly won't play well with voters hovering between Conservative and Reform, most of whom are incredibly patriotic, heavily prone to nostalgia, and very supportive of the U.K.'s armed services."



That is bad news for the Tory incumbent, Mark Fletcher. In 2019, he turned out the Labour Party's longest serving member of Parliament, Dennis Skinner. But he faces an uphill struggle to hold on to his seat. Mr. Fletcher points to 15 million pounds, or $19 million, in funds that he secured to spruce up Bolsover, a town of about 12,000 that sits in the shadow of a majestic 17th-century castle.




Mark Fletcher's local office in Bolsover. He won his seat for the Conservatives against a Labour candidate who had held it since 1970.




But he has fallen into a bitter standoff with the Labour-controlled district council over where to spend the money. He said the council was guilty of "cronyism," while the council's leader, Stephen Fritchley, said there weren't enough suitable projects in the town. The two men aren't on speaking terms.



Neither of the major-party candidates was especially open to reporters either. Mr. Fletcher declined an interview, saying he was too busy campaigning. Party officials did not make Ms. Fleet available for a formal interview, suggesting they are protecting their lead.



Still, Mr. Fritchley, who has canvassed for Labour, said 2024 felt different from 2019, when voters were frustrated about Brexit, suspicious of Labour's left-wing leader, Jeremy Corbyn, and impatient with their member of Parliament, Mr. Skinner, who was 87 and had been in his seat since 1970.



Mr. Starmer has pulled the party toward the center, while Ms. Fleet, 40, is a working-class product of the Midlands. A onetime single mother who had a child at 16, she ran for a seat in the neighboring district of Ashfield in 2019, falling victim to the Conservative rout. This time, Ms. Fleet said, the mood among voters was so much better that her youngest child, who is 10, has joined her in knocking on doors.



Mr. Fritchley said he, too, had encountered less resistance. "People made their point in 2019," he said. "They're more inclined now to look at which government is going to support working-class people in this area. What I expect a Labour government to provide is some sort of hope for the future."



Still, even if the Tories are on the ropes, some of the economic and social forces that fueled their last surge are still churning beneath the surface.




Stephen Fritchley, leader of Bolsover's district council and a canvasser for Labour, in his office in Clowne, England. His stuffed animal companion is named Boris, a jab at the former British prime minister.




In Shirebrook, a onetime mining town that is one of Bolsover's poorer precincts, the residents have yet to adjust to the changes wrought by immigration. More than a decade ago, a sporting-goods company hired hundreds of 
workers from Eastern Europe
 to staff a large warehouse, and memories of that linger.



"The Conservatives have policies that we agree with," said Alison Owen, citing immigration. But Ms. Owen, 52, a restaurant supervisor who was playing bingo at a social club that serves former miners, said, "We're Labour, through and through." Some of her friends who voted for the Tories "are switching back," she said.



Michele Longden, whose family owns a construction equipment rental company, said the expected Labour victory was less an expression of excitement about the party than a measure of ennui with the status quo.



"Most people are just disillusioned, full stop," she said. "I think turnout will be low, which will give it to Labour, but by default."
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In Wake of Election Defeat, Germany's Weakened Leader Will Slog On



Chancellor Olaf Scholz and his governing coalition emerged battered from the vote for the European Parliament. But a snap election seems unlikely.




All three of the parties in Chancellor Olaf Scholz's coalition government earned fewer votes than the conservative opposition -- combined.




By Christopher F. Schuetze and Sarah Maslin Nir


Jun 12, 2024


Chancellor Olaf Scholz of Germany heads to the Group of 7 summit meeting in Italy on Thursday as a diminished leader after Sunday's battering in elections for the European Parliament.



All three of the parties in his coalition government earned fewer votes than the conservative opposition -- combined. The far-right Alternative for Germany, or AfD, showed itself to be the country's second-most popular party.



While an even worse defeat in France for President Emmanuel Macron at the hands of the far right prompted him to call fresh elections for the National Assembly, no such outcome is expected in Germany, where the results reverberate differently.



Here's a look at why.



Snap Elections Are Rare



Some opposition leaders said the results showed such a lack of confidence in the chancellor and his coalition that he, too, should call new federal elections.



The government replied definitively: no.



The reason could be as simple as the difference between the French and German systems. Whereas President Macron could call a new election for the French Parliament, a new vote in Germany can only happen at the end of a complicated procedure triggered by a parliamentary majority vote of no confidence in the chancellor. That makes snap elections extremely rare in Germany -- happening only three times in the 75-year history of the Federal Republic.



While the three parties in the coalition government took a beating on the E.U. level, at home they still have a majority of seats in the German Parliament. As unpopular as the coalition is, then, it is most likely to slog on, and hope that it can turn things around before the next regular federal election in 2025.



A Weak Coalition Remains



But that does not mean that the consequences of the European elections will not be felt.




Alice Weidel and Tino Chrupalla, co-leaders of the far-right Alternative for Germany party, celebrating election results in Berlin on Sunday.




The results showed deep public distaste for the coalition, which has proved to be an unwieldy and often tense partnership between the chancellor's Social Democrats, the Greens and the Free Democrats.



Less than one in four Germans are satisfied with the government, the lowest number in more than a decade, according to 
an opinion poll by infratest dimap
 last month, commissioned by a public broadcaster.



In the European elections, Mr. Scholz's Social Democrats came in third, with nearly 14 percent of the vote. The Greens trailed with almost 12 percent and the Free Democrats got just over 5 percent.



"The coalition parties are in a very bad shape for already some time; the three parties forming the coalition are in permanent conflict," said Armin Steinbach, a professor at the business school Hautes Etudes Commerciales, or HEC, in Paris. "This created the impression by the voter that there is a government that is not unified."




Terry Reintke of Germany's Green party speaking in Potsdam this month. Her party came in fourth overall in elections for the European Parliament.




Mr. Scholz acknowledged the bad showing and vowed that the "citizens' trust in the work can be won."



The next test for the coalition will come in about four weeks, when the parties must work together to balance the 2025 budget, where they will aim to wring out at least 15 billion euros (more than $16 billion) in savings.



"If they do not manage to come up to a solution to this, I would not rule out that the stability of their coalition would break up," Professor Steinbach of HEC said. "I think what we will see is less conflict between the parties in order to signal to the voters: 'We understood that you are unsatisfied.'"



A Muddled Message



Analysts and party leaders seemed to agree that, at a minimum, Mr. Scholz's coalition partners need to sharpen their message and do a better job of convincing Germans that they are working in their interests.



That is especially the case when it comes to the issues now most important to voters, including the economy, migration and the war in Ukraine.



In opposition, the conservatives have been clear in advocating for sharper immigration measures, criticizing sustainable energy reforms and pushing to send the long-range rocket system Taurus to Ukraine. The far right, which tends to be more pro-Russian, agrees on the first points, but wants to end to German military support of Ukraine. By contrast, the governing coalition's message is muddled.



Jan Philipp Albrecht, a former  state minister for the Green party, which champions the environment, blamed its poor performance on the fact that his party, once an upstart, is now firmly part of the establishment. "It's not particularly sexy in government to work toward changes in realpolitik and to make a huge number of compromises in the process," Mr. Albrecht said.



The chancellor's Social Democrats ran on a "peace" platform even as they have been a significant contributor of miliary aid to Ukraine, a divisive policy in Germany.



And the Free Democrats remain focused on a no-deficit budget, even with the many additional spending demands brought by the war in Ukraine.




Mr. Scholz speaking at the Bundestag, the lower house of the German Parliament, in Berlin last week. Analysts and party leaders seemed to agree that his coalition needs to sharpen its message.




One of the most notable shifts was in how young people voted and it was the first time 16- and 17-year-old Germans were permitted to vote. The AfD rose 10 percentage points in the under-30 crowd while the Greens saw an 18-point drop among those voters.



What Now?



With all three coalition parties trending badly, there is no real incentive for them to dissolve this government, just to go through another potentially painful election.



Any election would be especially risky for the coalition's smallest member, the Free Democrats, a party perilously close to the minimum threshold of five percent required to sit in the Germany Parliament.



Though the Free Democrats, a pro-business, free-market party, are most at odds with the other two more progressive parties in the government, ending the partnership could push the party to the political sidelines for years.




Christian Lindner, leader of the Free Democrats, in Berlin in April. For his pro-business party to leave the coalition now could sideline it for years.




Perhaps most critically, an election now could result in a difficult choice for the mainstream conservative opposition, which has vowed never to form a coalition with the AfD.



Each new German election has tended to test that proposition. The next test will come in three East German states, which are voting for their state houses in September. The AfD is expected to do very well and all three coalition parties are expected to suffer again.



"The question is on the municipal and on the regional level, whether at some point we get electoral results where there is no way not to work with them," said Daniela Schwarzer, a foreign-policy analyst, referring to the AfD. "We are not there, but the question is being asked."
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U.N. Report Accuses Both Israel and Palestinian Groups of War Crimes



A commission produced the United Nations' most detailed examination yet of the Oct. 7 attacks and the subsequent war in Gaza.




Navi Pillay, a former United Nations human rights chief, led the commission investigating the Oct. 7 attacks and subsequent conflict.




By Nick Cumming-Bruce


Jun 12, 2024


A United Nations commission investigating the Oct. 7 attacks on Israel and the subsequent conflict in Gaza has accused both Palestinian armed groups and Israel of committing war crimes, and the panel said that Israel's conduct of the war included crimes against humanity.



In a report released on Wednesday, the three-person commission -- led by Navi Pillay, a former United Nations human rights chief -- provided the most detailed U.N. examination yet of events on and since Oct. 7. The report does not itself carry any penalties, but it lays out a legal analysis of actions in the Gaza conflict that is likely to be weighed by the International Court of Justice and in other international criminal proceedings. Israel 
did not cooperate
 with the investigation and protested the panel's assessment of its behavior, the panel said.



The report said that Hamas's military wing and six other Palestinian armed groups -- aided in some instances by Palestinian civilians -- killed and tortured people during the Oct. 7 assault on Israel in which more than 800 civilians were among the more than 1,200 killed. An additional 252 people, including 36 children, were taken hostage, the report said.



"Many abductions were carried out with significant physical, mental and sexual violence and degrading and humiliating treatment, including in some cases parading the abductees," the report said. "Women and women's bodies were used as victory trophies by male perpetrators."



The commission also reviewed allegations by journalists and the Israeli authorities that Palestinian militants had committed rape, but it said that it had "not been able to independently verify such allegations" because Israel had not cooperated with the inquiry. The report cited "a lack of access to victims, witnesses and crime sites and the obstruction of its investigations by the Israeli authorities."



Hamas has rejected all accusations that its forces engaged in sexual violence against Israeli women, the commission noted.




The site of a music festival that was attacked on Oct. 7. The U.N. report said that Palestinian armed groups killed and tortured people during the assaults that day.




The commission also cited significant evidence of the desecration of corpses, including sexualized desecration, decapitations, lacerations, burning and the severing of body parts.



But Israel, during its monthslong campaign in Gaza to oust Hamas, has also committed war crimes, the commission said, like the use of starvation as a weapon of war through a 
total siege of Gaza
.



It said Israel's use of heavy weapons in densely populated areas amounted to a direct attack on the civilian population and had the essential elements of a crime against humanity, disregarding the necessity of distinguishing between combatants and civilians and causing a disproportionately high number of civilian casualties, particularly among women and children.



The conflict had killed or maimed tens of thousands of Palestinian children, a scale and a rate of casualties that were "unparalleled across conflicts in recent decades," the commission said.



Other crimes against humanity committed by Israel in Gaza, the commission said, included "extermination, murder, gender persecution targeting Palestinian men and boys, forcible transfer of the population, torture, and inhuman and cruel treatment."



The panel said Israeli forces used sexual and gender-based violence, including forced nudity and sexual humiliation, as "an operating procedure" against Palestinians in the course of forced evacuations and detentions. "Both male and female victims were subjected to such sexual violence," the report said, "but men and boys were targeted in particular ways."



"The treatment of men and boys was intentionally sexualized as an act of retaliation for the attack," it added, referring to Oct. 7.




Wounded Palestinian children at Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir al Balah, the Gaza Strip, on Sunday. The U.N. report said Israel's use of heavy weapons in densely populated areas caused a disproportionately high number of civilian casualties.




In a statement responding to the report, Israel's mission to the United Nations in Geneva denounced what it called "systematic anti-Israeli discrimination." It said the commission had disregarded Hamas's use of human shields and "outrageously and repugnantly" tried to draw a false equivalence between Hamas and the Israeli military in relation to sexual violence.



A spokesman for Israel's foreign ministry, Oren Marmorstein, later called the report "another example of the cynical political theater called the U.N." in a post on social media. "The report describes an alternate reality in which decades of terrorist attacks have been erased, there are no continuous missile attacks on Israeli citizens and there isn't a democratic state defending itself against a terrorist assault," he wrote.



The commission -- which includes Chris Sidoti, an Australian expert on human rights law, and Miloon Kothari, an Indian expert on human rights and social policy -- said Israel had refused to cooperate with its investigation and denied the group access to Israel, Gaza and the West Bank. Israel also did not respond to six requests for information, the panel said.



The group based its findings on interviews with survivors and witnesses conducted remotely and in person in visits to Turkey and Egypt. It also drew on satellite imagery, forensic medical records and open source data, including photographs and videos shot by Israeli troops and shared on social media.



The commission said it had identified the people most responsible for war crimes or crimes against humanity, including senior members of Hamas and other Palestinian armed groups and senior members of Israel's political and military leadership, including members of its war cabinet. The commission said it would continue its investigations focusing on those with individual criminal responsibility and command or superior responsibility.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/12/world/middleeast/un-report-israel-hamas-war-crimes.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Blinken Calls Hamas Changes to Cease-Fire Proposal Unworkable



While the U.S. secretary of state kept up the pressure for a halt to the hostilities in Gaza, Israel and Hamas still appeared to be far from reaching a deal.




Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken, speaking of a Hamas counterproposal to a cease-fire deal, said, "Some of the changes are workable, some are not." 




By Michael Crowley, Euan Ward and Thomas Fuller


Jun 12, 2024


Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken said on Wednesday that he would continue to press urgently for a cease-fire deal between Israel and Hamas in the Gaza Strip despite a counterproposal from Hamas that he said included unacceptable demands.



After more than eight months of war in Gaza, the proposed cease-fire deal follows an outline made public last month by President Biden and has the endorsement of the United Nations Security Council. But Israel and Hamas still appear to be far from reaching a deal.



"In the days ahead, we are going to push on an urgent basis," Mr. Blinken said, "to try and close this deal."



Speaking at a news conference in Doha, Qatar, alongside Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani, who serves as both Qatar's prime minister and minister of foreign affairs, Mr. Blinken said that "a deal was on the table that was virtually identical" to one that Hamas put forward on May 6.



But Hamas's response, he said, which was received by Egyptian and Qatari mediators and passed to American officials on Tuesday, makes demands that "go beyond positions that it had previously taken and accepted."



"Some of the changes are workable, some are not," Mr. Blinken said. He declined to disclose details about the Hamas counterproposal but suggested that the group's changing demands called into question its negotiators' sincerity. At some point, he said, "you have to question whether they're proceeding in good faith or not."




Destroyed buildings in Khan Younis, in the southern Gaza Strip, on Tuesday.




Two senior members of Iran's Revolutionary Guards Corps who have been briefed on the details of Hamas's response said on Wednesday that Hamas was demanding that Russia, China and Turkey serve as guarantors and be signatories to a cease-fire deal. The Revolutionary Guard members also said that Hamas had told Qatari and Turkish officials that it did not trust the United States as a mediator because of the role 
U.S. intelligence
 played in assisting the Israelis in the operation to free four hostages over the weekend.



While Mr. Biden said the plan was drawn up by Israel, the Israeli government has yet to publicly accept it, and Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has insisted that he will not stop the war until he achieves his oft-stated goal of destroying Hamas's governing and military capabilities.



The proposed deal calls for an immediate cease-fire in Gaza and then, after the release of some Israeli hostages and Palestinian prisoners, talks that could lead to a much longer or even permanent cease-fire, an Israeli withdrawal and the reconstruction of Gaza.



Qatar and Egypt have acted as intermediaries between Israel and Hamas, which do not communicate directly with each other.



Mr. Blinken said the United States would unveil proposals "in the coming weeks" that it has been developing with partners in the region to address Gaza's governance, security and reconstruction. He spoke on the last stop of a three-day tour of the Middle East, his eighth trip to the region since the Oct. 7 Hamas attacks on Israel.



As Mr. Blinken was departing the region, tensions were escalating along Israel's northern border. On Wednesday, Hezbollah, the 
powerful Lebanese militia and political movement
 backed by Iran, launched 215 rockets into northern Israel in retaliation for an Israeli strike late on Tuesday that killed a senior commander of Hezbollah.



The commander, Taleb Abdallah, also known as Abu Taleb, was among the highest-ranking members of Hezbollah to have been killed since Hezbollah mounted cross-border attacks in support of Hamas after its Oct. 7 attacks that set off the war in Gaza.



Hezbollah claimed attacks on a string of military bases, including on Mount Meron, an area housing a military radar station that is about five miles south of the border. Hezbollah also claimed to have struck an arms factory belonging to Plasan, a manufacturer of armored vehicles used by the Israeli military.



There were no immediate reports of casualties from the Hezbollah rocket barrages, the Israeli military said.




An airplane releases flame retardant after rockets launched from southern Lebanon landed on the outskirts of Safed, Israel, near the Lebanese border, on Wednesday.




Hezbollah's rocket attacks have already forced thousands of Israelis to flee the border areas, and Israeli officials have threatened to pursue decisive military action in response to any severe attacks. The militia, for its part, has vowed to keep up the fight, raising fresh concerns that the months of low-level conflict could grow into a larger war on Israel's northern border.



Speaking at Mr. Abdallah's funeral in Beirut's southern suburbs, Hashem Safieddine, the head of Hezbollah's executive council, pledged that the group would double down on its attacks against Israel.



"If the enemy's message is to retreat from our position in supporting the oppressed in Gaza, then he must know that our answer is final," Mr. Safieddine said. "We will increase the intensity, quantity and quality of our operations."



Reacting to the escalation on the Israeli-Lebanon border, Mr. Blinken said he believed neither side would welcome a larger war. He called it "safe to say that actually no one is working to start a war, or to have escalation," and that "there's a strong preference for a diplomatic solution."



The best way to calm tensions along Lebanon's border with Israel, he said, would be a cease-fire in Gaza, which he said would "take a tremendous amount of pressure out of the system" and remove Hezbollah's claimed justification for attacking Israel.




Mourners carry the coffin of Taleb Abdallah, a senior Hezbollah commander killed in an Israeli strike, at a funeral procession in Beirut on Wednesday.




Reporting was contributed by 
Farnaz Fassihi
, 
Aaron Boxerman
, 
Adam Rasgon
 and 
Abu Bakr Bashir
.
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Accounts of Life in Hamas Captivity Emerge in Israel



The four hostages rescued in Gaza were described as malnourished and traumatized.




Evgeniia Kozlova, seated, said her son Andrey Kozlov went through "very difficult" circumstances during his many months as a hostage in Gaza. Jenifer Master, the girlfriend of Andrey, is standing behind her.




By Adam Rasgon and Isabel Kershner


Jun 12, 2024


In the months after he was taken hostage in Israel and hidden in the Gaza Strip, Andrey Kozlov's captors kept drumming in the same message: The world, they said, had given up on him. Even his family had moved on.



"Your mom is on vacation in Greece," the militants told him. "Your mom doesn't know about you at all -- and doesn't want to know."



So persuasive were they that when Israeli security forces burst through the door of the apartment where Mr. Kozlov was being held on Saturday, he was at first unsure of whether they had come to save or kill him, his parents said in an interview this week during which they recounted his ordeal.



The account of Mr. Kozlov's eight months in captivity came as a doctor in Israel reported that while he and the three other rescued Hamas hostages seemed to be in fairly good condition at first glance, tests showed that all were malnourished. And all, said Dr. Itai Pessach, the head of the medical team for returning hostages at Sheba Medical Center, had suffered mistreatment in varying degrees of frequency and intensity.



"They were all abused, punished and tortured physically and psychologically in many ways," he said.



Dr. Pessach said the hostages he had examined had lost a lot of weight, though they gained some back, and their muscles were "extremely wasted." The mix of poor nutrition, confinement, lack of sunlight and stress that they endured may have long-term implications for their health, he added.



Hamas says it has treated the hostages well compared with Israel's treatment of Palestinian prisoners, a claim that Israeli officials deny.



Sheba Medical Center, which is on the outskirts of Tel Aviv, has been the first stop for dozens of captives who were taken in the Hamas-led assault on Israel on Oct. 7. Of the 251 people who were abducted, according to Israeli officials, seven were rescued. More than 100 were released in November in an exchange for Palestinians held prisoner in Israel. At least a third of the about 120 captives who remain in Gaza are no longer alive, Israeli authorities have said.




Mr. Kozlov, center, arriving in Sheba Medical Center in Ramat Gan, near Tel Aviv, on Saturday.




The rescue on Saturday was accompanied by 
intense airstrikes
 and significant casualties in the neighborhood where the hostages were being held. Local health officials put the death toll at more than 270, including children, but did not say how many were militants. 



In Gaza, those deaths added to the despair in an enclave where, local officials say, at least 36,000 Palestinians have been killed since the war began. In Israel, the rescues lifted the public mood, but also offered a reminder of the plight of hostages still being held.



"He said it was very difficult," said Mr. Kozlov's mother, Evgeniia Kozlova, who, along with his father, Mikhail Kozlov, spoke to The New York Times in Tel Aviv. "It's very hard to put into words."



For much of his captivity, Mr. Kozlov's family said, the militants bound his hands and feet so tightly that the restraints left marks on his body. They also told Mr. Kozlov, a 27-year-old Russian Israeli, that his government had concluded that the hostages were a burden, Ms. Kozlova said.



"They were telling Andrey to be very quiet because they, the hostages, are a problem for Israel," she said. "They said Israel can solve this problem any way it wants, including killing the hostages so they don't have to think about them anymore."



Mr. Kozlov went outside only at night, when he was being moved to a new location, his mother said.



Dr. Pessach said it was critical to allow newly freed hostages to make their own choices after months of having others decide for them. But in their first hours of freedom, he said, there is something else they seem to crave: to see the sky.



"We have learned we need to take them out on the first evening they are here," Dr. Pessach said.



Mikhail Kozlov said that when he and his wife discussed months ago whether they preferred their son to be rescued in a military operation or freed through a diplomatic agreement, they both favored an agreement. But since no deal materialized, he said, they wanted him brought home in any way possible. He lamented the deaths of the Palestinian civilians killed during the rescue.



"If there was such a possibility to avoid these victims, it would be much better," he said.
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U.S. Expands Sanctions on Russia as G7 Leaders Gather



The Biden administration is taking new measures aimed at stopping China from helping the Kremlin sustain its war effort against Ukraine. U.S. officials hope European nations will take similar steps.




"Russia's war economy is deeply isolated from the international financial system," Treasury Secretary Janet L. Yellen said in announcing new sanctions.




By David E. Sanger, Alan Rappeport, Edward Wong and Ana Swanson


Jun 12, 2024


The Biden administration on Wednesday announced a series of new financial sanctions aimed at interrupting the fast-growing technological links between China and Russia that American officials believe are a broad effort to rebuild and modernize Russia's military during its war with Ukraine.



The actions were announced just as President Biden was leaving the country for a meeting in Italy of the Group of 7 industrialized economies, where a renewed push to degrade the Russian economy will be at the top of his agenda.



The measures were coordinated by the Treasury, State and Commerce Departments and aimed to further isolate Russia from the global financial system and cut off its ability to gain access to the technology that powers its military arsenal.



The effort has grown far more complicated in the past six or eight months after China, which had previously sat largely on the sidelines, stepped up its shipments of microchips, machine tools, optical systems for drones and components for advanced weaponry, U.S. officials said. But so far Beijing appears to have heeded Mr. Biden's warning against shipping weapons to Russia, even as the United States and NATO continue to arm Ukraine.



Although the measures expand the reach of the U.S. sanctions program, the Biden administration has so far held back from imposing sanctions on Chinese or European banks that it believes are helping Russia. The new measures do not restrict banks from facilitating transactions related to Russia's energy exports, which the Biden administration has allowed to continue out of concern that restricting them could fuel inflation.



Announcing the sanctions, Treasury Secretary Janet L. Yellen said in a statement that "Russia's war economy is deeply isolated from the international financial system, leaving the Kremlin's military desperate for access to the outside world."



At the heart of the measures is an expansion of "secondary" sanctions that give the United States the power to blacklist any bank around the world that does business with Russian financial institutions already facing sanctions. This is intended to deter smaller banks, especially in places like China, from helping Russia finance its war effort.



The Treasury Department also imposed restrictions on the stock exchange in Moscow in hopes of preventing foreign investors from propping up Russian defense companies. The sanctions hit several Chinese companies that are accused of helping Russia gain access to critical military equipment such as electronics, lasers and drone components.



In addition to the Treasury Department's measures, the State Department imposed sanctions on about 100 entities, including companies "engaged in the development of Russia's future energy, metals, and mining production and export capacity." And the Commerce Department announced its own set of restrictions, banning American exports to certain addresses in Hong Kong that the United States says are used to set up shell companies to funnel banned goods to Russia.



Mr. Biden has tried before to choke off supplies and financing to Russia, and overestimated the effects of that move. In March 2022, shortly after the war began, he announced an initial round of financial actions and declared, "As a result of these unprecedented sanctions, the ruble almost is immediately reduced to rubble." It was not. After a brief dive, it recovered, and while today it is not as strong as it was a year ago, the Russian economy has been expanding because of the strength of war-related growth.



Much of that is thanks to China's effort. It has been buying Russian oil, often at a discount to world prices. And it has ramped up its sale of dual-use goods, especially the microelectronics and software needed to manufacture weapons systems, drones and air defenses.



The result has been the rise of a somewhat parallel war economy involving Russia, China, Iran and North Korea. Many of the firms subject to sanctions are in Hong Kong or just over the border in Shenzhen, the technology manufacturing center of China. Yet administration officials insist that this time, they can choke off what has become a deepening commercial relationship.



In announcing new restrictions on Chinese firms, the Biden administration is also hoping to spur European governments and possibly Asian allies to take similar measures.



Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken discussed the issue with European counterparts at a meeting of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization in Prague last month, and U.S. officials intend to put it on the agenda of a leaders' summit in Washington in July. 



Mr. Blinken has also warned the Chinese government that it cannot hope to have an amicable relationship with European powers if it props up the Russian defense industry.



At a news conference in Prague on May 31, Mr. Blinken said 70 percent of the machine tools that Russia is importing are coming from China, as well as 90 percent of microelectronics.



"China cannot expect on the one hand to improve relations with countries of Europe while on the other hand fueling the biggest threat to European security since the end of the Cold War," he said.
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Ukraine Says It Shot Down Most of a Russian Missile and Drone Barrage



Drawing on replenished supplies, Ukraine used mostly Western-provided air defense systems to deter the overnight assault.




Ukrainian air defenses over Kyiv on Wednesday as Russia attacked Ukraine with missiles and drones.




By Andrew E. Kramer


Jun 12, 2024


Ukraine said on Wednesday that its air defenses -- drawing on stocks of anti-aircraft missiles recently replenished by its allies, including the United States -- had shot down 29 of 30 missiles and exploding drones that Russia had fired at the country in an overnight barrage. It was one of the better rates of interception by Ukraine so far during the war.



And in Kyiv, the authorities said they had shot down an entire volley of missiles and exploding drones aimed at the capital as the devices approached or soared above the city. The aerial duel, between mostly Western-provided air defense systems and incoming Russian missiles, played out over the city shortly before 3 a.m.



Earlier in the year, Ukraine's air defense ammunition had run perilously low. Commanders at some batteries said their missiles were being rationed, allowing Russian missiles to streak in unimpeded. Last week, President Volodymyr Zelensky told a gathering on economic assistance for Ukraine that his country's forces needed additional U.S.-made Patriot air defense systems.



The Biden administration has decided to give Ukraine one additional Patriot system, consisting of launchers, stocks of missiles and powerful radar antennas for finding targets. Other countries are also considering transferring Patriot launchers to Ukraine. Germany has organized the donation of 100 missiles from its stocks and those of Denmark, the Netherlands and Norway, of which 32 have been delivered so far, Germany's defense minister, Boris Pistorius, said this week.



As the assault played out on Wednesday, flashes lit up the skyline and explosions rang out. One civilian was wounded by falling debris, the authorities said.



"The enemy launched another missile attack on the capital," Kyiv's military administrator said in a post on Telegram, the social networking site. Typical of recent Russian strikes, the attack combined several types of weapons, including drones and cruise missiles. The tactic is intended to overload Ukraine's air defenses.



The cruise missiles, launched from bombers flying in Russian air space, were timed to arrive in Kyiv simultaneously with a volley of Iranian-designed Shahed exploding drones. In the overall attack, according to the Ukraine Air Force, Russia also fired three ballistic missiles, an Iskander medium-range, ground-launched ballistic missile and two air-launched Kinzhal, or Dagger missiles, which are dispatched from airplanes and fly at hypersonic speeds. Ukrainian and Western officials have said that Patriot interceptors are the only defense against the Dagger missiles.



Ukraine shot down five of six missiles and all 24 Shahed drones, the air force said in a statement that could not be independently confirmed.



Ukraine's interception rate for drones and missiles had fallen in the first months of this year compared to a year earlier, as its air defense ammunition ran low and Russia adapted tactics to evade what defenses there were.



The average shoot-down rate for drones for the 12 months through April was about 80 percent, 
data from the Ukraine Air Force shows
. The interception rate for missiles had fallen in some months this year to less than 50 percent, the data indicated.



In neighboring Poland, the military said it had scrambled jets to defend its airspace while the Russian missiles were in flight in Ukraine.



In Kyiv on Wednesday, falling debris wounded the leg of one civilian, the city's military administrator, Ruslan Kravchenko, said in another post on Telegram. Falling missile debris also started two fires.



Debris from intercepts -- sometimes small, silvery shards of metal and at other times heavy rocket motors -- rains down on Kyiv after such engagements, often causing injuries. The debris is from both the interceptors and the incoming Russian missiles.



In recent assaults, Russia has been targeting electrical power plants, and by this month, about half of Ukraine's electrical generating capacity had been destroyed. The government has introduced nationwide rolling blackouts as a result.



Natalia Novosolova contributed reporting.
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Rare Battlefield War Crimes Case Reaches Sentencing Phase at Guantanamo Bay



An Iraqi prisoner admitted to conspiring with Osama bin Laden and Al Qaeda. But his case is an outlier at the Guantanamo court.




Bill Eggers, along with his daughter Maris Lebid, at a memorial in Florida dedicated to his son Capt. Daniel W. Eggers. They traveled to Guantanamo Bay to witness the war crimes sentencing of the man who killed Captain Eggers in 2004.




By Carol Rosenberg


Jun 12, 2024


Twenty years ago, when the Eggers family of Cape Coral, Fla., got the devastating news that their eldest son had been killed in Afghanistan, they did what Gold Star families do.



They buried him at Arlington National Cemetery. They listened as an Army priest described his last battlefield confession. They mourned with President George W. Bush, the commander in chief, and they faithfully honored him each Memorial Day.



This week, the father and sister of 
Capt. Daniel W. Eggers
, a Green Beret, are honoring him in a different way. They are at Guantanamo Bay to represent him at the sentencing trial of a former commander of enemy insurgents in Afghanistan.



Captain Eggers was 28 when he was killed and on his second tour in Afghanistan. He had immersed himself in Afghan food and culture, and spoke Pashto. "He was a very humble gentleman," Bill Eggers, his father, said in a recent interview. He grew up aspiring to join the Army as far back as anyone could remember and truly believed in "God, family, country," his father said.



In a 
plea agreement two years ago
, the insurgent leader, Abd al-Hadi al-Iraqi, 
admitted
 to commanding the fighters who planted and armed the pressure-activated mine 
that killed Captain Eggers
 and three other members of the U.S. Special Forces. There had been a firefight, and the American commandos were in pursuit of what they believed to be fleeing Taliban when their Humvee tripped the explosion.



The case is an outlier at the Guantanamo court, which was created after the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, and considers the globe to be the battlefield in the war on terrorism.  Mr. Hadi's case takes a more traditional view of warfare and the combat zone. In pleading guilty, Mr. Hadi agreed that some of the tactics his Taliban and Qaeda forces used to fight the U.S.-led invasion of Afghanistan in 2003 and 2004 constituted war crimes.



He admitted to conspiring with Osama bin Laden and Al Qaeda starting in 1996. He helped the Taliban 
blow up monumental Buddha statues
 in Afghanistan's Bamiyan Valley, a UNESCO World Heritage site, in March 2001.



By 2003, after the U.S. invasion, he was a commander of insurgents, mostly Taliban but also other forces. They fired on a medical evacuation helicopter trying to retrieve an injured soldier who later died. Forces under his command posed as civilians to carry out suicide attacks or packed bombs in civilian vehicles to attack and kill American and allied forces.



This week, a jury of U.S. military officers is being chosen to hear evidence and family impact statements to decide a 25- to 30-year sentence. Under the 2022 agreement, Mr. Hadi could serve it in the custody of another country, if a trusted ally can be found to give him medical care. In his 17 years at Guantanamo, he has had 
a series of surgeries on his spine
 for a degenerative disc disease that has left him disabled and in need of specialized care.



Mr. Hadi, now 63
, was captured in Turkey in 2006 and taken to a secret C.I.A. "black site" prison before Guantanamo. He was charged in 2014, his seventh year of military detention, in a little-known case that was initially unfamiliar to the Eggers family.



Bill Eggers, a Vietnam War veteran and former police officer, became the first family member to watch the pretrial proceedings in the case. He sat as the lone spectator in the cavernous courtroom's special section for victims and their relatives, peering across rows of defense tables to the defendant and judge in front.



Daniel Eggers's widow, Rebecca, had learned about the case and called her father-in-law. "Pops, can you do me a favor?" he recalled her saying, as she asked him to represent the family.



Public service is part of the fabric of Captain Eggers' family, stretching back to a maternal great-grandfather who served as a Rough Rider in the Spanish-American War. Bill Eggers served as a door gunner on helicopters in Vietnam. Daniel Eggers's younger brother Billy did two tours in Iraq. His sister Maris Lebid is a detective on a Florida police force.




A photo of Captain Eggers in Afghanistan, center, hangs on the wall at Mission Barbecue in Cape Coral, Fla.




Col. Rebecca Eggers, who was born in Vietnam and raised on a Wisconsin farm, recently retired from the Army, which she joined more than two decades after she was evacuated, as an orphan, as Saigon fell. She met Daniel at Officer Candidate School. Their two sons, who were 6 and 3 when their father died, went to the Citadel in South Carolina, their father's alma mater.



When he was still an altar boy, the future Captain Eggers came home from middle school and asked his mother: Can someone be a soldier and a priest at the same time? She explained that the Army has an officers corps of chaplains, among them ordained Roman Catholic priests.



It was a short-lived ambition. By high school he had "discovered girls," his father said.



When she first heard of the case, Captain Eggers's sister found it a bit baffling. "War is war," Detective Lebid said back then. But the prisoner's decision to plead guilty resolved something.



"I think my brother would respect that," she said. "Knowing that they were both leaders of their groups, he would respect that this guy took responsibility for it, instead of being a coward."



Now, it's hard to imagine what Captain Eggers might think of this war crimes case.



"Would my son think he's a victim?" Bill Eggers said. "I really can't answer that."



"There was a commander on one side and he was on the other. ..." Mr. Eggers said, considering. "He would probably say, 'Let the system handle it. Don't stress over it.'"



Mr. Hadi, an Iraqi who says his true name is Nashwan al-Tamir, served in the 1980-88 Iran-Iraq war and fled to Afghanistan to avoid returning to Saddam Hussein's army in the Persian Gulf war of 1991.




Abd al-Hadi al-Iraqi admitted to commanding forces who laid the mines that killed Captain Eggers and three other U.S. service members. 




Mr. Hadi also agreed that his forces were responsible for the roadside bomb on May 29, 2004, that killed Captain Eggers and the other commandos on his tactical combat team.



Captain Eggers's white marble headstone cites II Timothy 4:7: "I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, and I have remained faithful."



A chaplain who had been in Afghanistan later eulogized that Captain Eggers worshiped until the end of his life. At his fire base near the Pakistani border, he had attended every service but one, when he was away on a night mission. He said his confessions and so died "in a state of grace," without sin, the chaplain said.



There were no better words, Bill Eggers said, that a Catholic family could hear. "I got closure right then, there."




Bill Eggers, a war veteran and former police officer, was the first family member to watch the pretrial proceedings in the case.
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Defiant Macron Predicts Chaos if France Succumbs to Extremes



The French president called on people of good will to come together to defend the Republic in the snap election he decided to call.




President Emmanuel Macron in Paris on Wednesday.




By Roger Cohen


Jun 12, 2024


Declaring himself an "incorrigible optimist," President Emmanuel Macron of France appealed on Wednesday to all French people "who reject the extremes" to vote for centrist parties in snap elections and so save the Republic from the bigotry of the far right and the antisemitism of the extreme left.



At a two-hour news conference, a third of it consisting of a speech by the president, Mr. Macron painted a somber picture of economic chaos, lawlessness and a society where there would be "true French citizens and lesser ones" if Marine Le Pen's National Rally came to power.



"I do not intend to hand the keys of power to the extreme right in 2027," Mr. Macron, who is term limited, vowed, alluding to the next presidential election.



Yet by dissolving the National Assembly and calling parliamentary elections starting 18 days from now, Mr. Macron has opened the possibility that he may have to hand over some of those keys in 2024. His gamble that the National Rally, which won more than double the vote of Mr. Macron's centrist alliance in European Parliament elections on Sunday, will not repeat that performance in a domestic vote is a high-risk one.



If the National Rally emerges as by far the largest party in the elections on June 30 and July 7, as polls currently indicate it will, Mr. Macron may be obliged to name a prime minister from Ms. Le Pen's party, probably its president, Jordan Bardella, 28.



Asked why he had rolled the dice, Mr. Macron said it was essential to have a "clarification," a word he returned to multiple times. It would have shown disrespect for the will of the people, he insisted, if he had ignored the fact that "50 percent of French people voted for the extremes" in the European election -- a reference to votes for far-right and far-left parties.



"You would have said, 'This guy has lost it!'" he said.




The National Rally leaders Marine Le Pen and Jordan Bardella at a campaign event in Marseille in March. 




Yet that is precisely what many French people have been saying over the past few days. Even members of his own party have expressed dismay over a leader who made a decision that was not dictated by any constitutional requirement and that has thrust the country into turmoil on the eve of the Olympic Games, which begin in Paris next month.



Mr. Macron said he would not quit under any circumstances, would not debate Ms. Le Pen, and would not himself campaign for the elections, a task he said would be led by Gabriel Attal, the prime minister. Of course, his disquisition on the priorities of the election was itself clearly a campaign speech.



Asked repeatedly if he would name Mr. Bardella prime minister if the National Rally triumphed, Mr. Macron refused to engage in "fictional" speculation and took refuge in a defiant optimism that for now seems more wishful than anchored in facts.



The outreach of Mr. Macron to what is left of the French center seemed heartfelt and was laced with the word "humility," as well as promises of governing in a different way. But it could not obviate the fact that he has effectively eviscerated the center-right Republicans, who are in turmoil over whether to ally with the National Rally in the election, and, to a lesser degree, the center-left Socialist Party since coming to power in 2017.



He has replaced them with a party that is little more than a personal vehicle representing what is known as "la Macronie," a collection of centrists whose chief shared characteristic is their fierce loyalty to the president.



Mr. Macron appealed to ecologists, to Socialists, to Social Democrats, to radicals, even to what is left of the Communist Party, to come together before or after the election and trace a new path forward for France. This, he said, would need to recognize the widespread sense of "loss of control, dispossession, and relegation" among French citizens in rural areas and other places disconnected from the wired cities of the knowledge economy.



The problem is that Mr. Macron has made such promises before. At the time of the Yellow Vest protest movement that began in 2018, and after his re-election in 2022, he vowed to listen better and assume a new humility. There is little evidence as yet that the other political currents he has ignored during a very centralized and hierarchical presidency are ready to come to his rescue.



"We are not perfect," Mr. Macron said, even as he dodged personal responsibility for the heavy defeat in the European election by saying that nationalist far-right movements were rising in many countries in Europe.




Protesting against the National Rally party in Paris on Tuesday.




The president's accusation of antisemitism appeared certain to anger the leftist France Unbowed party founded by Jean-Luc Melenchon, which has been fervent in its support of Palestinians and virulent in its criticism of Israel since the Gaza war began.



Mr. Melenchon has accused the former prime minister, Elisabeth Borne, the daughter of a Holocaust survivor, of presenting a "foreign point of view," and Yael Braun-Pivet, the Jewish president of the now dissolved National Assembly, of "camping out in Tel Aviv."



Meanwhile, Ms. Le Pen, whose father Jean-Marie Le Pen, the founder of her party, was an outright antisemite, has been outspoken in her defense of Israel and argues that her party has now become the natural home for the French Jewish community, given its hostility to Muslim immigration. Major Jewish organizations have up to now resisted her appeals.



Mr. Macron, clearly trying to appeal to National Rally voters, said he was determined to impose more "firmness" and "authority," lamenting that measures already taken to increase the recruitment of police officers and curtail illegal immigration had not been "seen enough, felt enough, or understood by our compatriots."



Talking a lot, as he is inclined to, Mr. Macron became impassioned several times when he spoke of the defense of the Republic and core French values. He equated the National Rally coming to power with a disaster that would impoverish and eviscerate the country.



"What would become of your pensions if the National Rally governed?" he asked. "What would become of your real estate loans whose cost will shoot up as interest rates rise?" His voice rising, Mr. Macron continued, "What would happen to our values, and our binational compatriots of diverse origins living in the projects?"



There was a difference, Mr. Macron argued, between a vote of anger, as in the European Parliament election, and the approaching legislative election. French people of good sense would, he said, step back from the brink.



He concluded thundering: "No to defeat. Yes to awakening, to a leap forward for the Republic!"
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Fire in Kuwait Worker Housing Leaves at Least 35 Dead



The blaze struck a building that was home to scores of low-paid migrant workers, many of them from India.




After the fire in Mangar, about half an hour's drive from the center of the Kuwaiti capital, on Wednesday. 




By Vivian Nereim


Jun 12, 2024


At least 35 people were killed and dozens of others injured in the Persian Gulf country of Kuwait when fire broke out on Wednesday in a building that housed scores of low-income workers, many of them Indian immigrants.



The fire began during the morning in a coastal area called Mangaf, about half an hour's drive from the center of the capital, Kuwait City, the Kuwaiti state news agency reported.



The Kuwaiti authorities have held the building owner for questioning as they investigate the cause of the fire and try to determine whether "any shortcoming or neglect" played a role, the state news agency reported. The authorities also promised a campaign to search for and combat building code violations.



Speaking to journalists at the site, Sheikh Fahad Yusuf Al Sabah -- Kuwait's deputy prime minister and interior minister -- blamed corporate greed for the tragedy, the Reuters news agency and Kuwaiti newspapers reported.



The fire's high death toll highlighted the perils faced by 
low-income immigrants to Gulf countries
, who often toil under exploitative contracts and live in overcrowded housing. Foreigners make up about two-thirds of Kuwait's population. Many are 
low-paid workers
 from South Asian countries who perform a variety of essential jobs including construction, restaurant service and street cleaning.



Kuwait's Public Authority for Manpower, which oversees labor regulations, did not immediately respond to a request for comment.



Many of the workers affected by the fire were immigrants from India, the country's embassy in Kuwait said on social media. On Wednesday, India's ambassador to Kuwait, Adarsh Swaika, visited several hospitals where dozens of injured workers were taken, the embassy said in 
its posts
.



India's foreign minister, Subrahmanyam Jaishankar, said that he was "deeply shocked" by news of the fire.



"We are awaiting further information," Mr. Jaishankar said 
on social media
. "Our Embassy will render the fullest assistance to all concerned in this regard."



Kuwaiti newspapers published a video of a seven-story building with flames engulfing the ground floor and black smoke pouring out of the windows.



In another video published by Kuwaiti newspapers, Sheikh Fahad was shown at the site of the fire, questioning an unidentified man about who lived in the building. The man tells him that 196 people lived there.



Officials working in the municipality overseeing the area were suspended from work pending an investigation, Kuwait's state news agency reported.
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Three Men Convicted in Murder of Dutch Journalist



A Dutch court sentenced the men to prison for more than 25 years on Wednesday in the killing of Peter R. de Vries, whose daylight murder in 2021 rattled Europe.




Peter R. de Vries was a renowned crime journalist whose career spanned decades.




By Ali Watkins


Jun 12, 2024


A Dutch court on Wednesday sentenced three men to decades in prison for the murder of the renowned crime journalist Peter R. de Vries, whose 
brazen killing
 in broad daylight on an Amsterdam street rattled journalists and others across the Netherlands and Europe.



The three men included Mr. de Vries' killer, the getaway driver and the organizer of the attack. They were identified only by their first names and initials in court: the gunman, Delano G., and his driver, Kamil E., were sentenced to 28 years in prison. Their client, Krystian M., was sentenced to more than 26 years.



The defendants, the court said, showed a "total lack of respect for the life of Peter R. de Vries."



The proceedings were 
announced by the Amsterdam District court
 in a statement on Wednesday.



The conviction represents the most significant to date in the murder of Mr. de Vries, who was gunned down in July 2021 outside a television studio in Amsterdam's bustling city center. Mr. de Vries -- whose work had often landed him in the cross hairs of Amsterdam's criminal underworld -- had reportedly been issued death threats over his involvement in a court case against one of Europe's most notorious drug lords, 
Ridouan Taghi
.



Three other unnamed men were convicted over their complicity in Mr. de Vries' killing, and were given sentences ranging from 10 to 14 years, the Dutch court said. Two others were acquitted, and one other was acquitted of his involvement in the murder but convicted of drug possession.



The 
murder of Mr. de Vries
, a renowned crime journalist whose career spanned decades, shattered the image of the Netherlands as a safe, drug-positive society, whose otherwise tolerant reputation has been chipped away at amid a decade-long rise in drug- and gang-related killings. In the aftermath of the shooting, fears of gangland violence led to increased security measures for public officials, including the 
country's prime minister
.




A makeshift memorial for Mr. de Vries in central Amsterdam in July 2021.




The Dutch port of Rotterdam has emerged as one of the key European gateways for Latin American cocaine, and Amsterdam as a hub for 
crystal meth and other illicit drugs
, distributed by powerful criminal gangs like those Mr. Taghi is accused of running.



According to the Dutch court, Mr. de Vries' killing was carefully orchestrated weeks before the shooting occurred. The men used stolen cars with fake license plates, tested firearms and conducted reconnaissance around the busy streets on which Mr. de Vries would eventually be targeted.



Mr. Taghi was separately 
convicted in a sweeping murder and organized-crime case
 in February and sentenced to life in prison. That case did not involve Mr. de Vries' killing, with which Mr. Taghi has not been formally linked or charged.



Mr. de Vries, who along with his career as a journalist also directed a law office, had been advising a key witness in a sweeping case against Mr. Taghi at the time of his murder. The witness's lawyer and brother were also murdered.
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Nancy Mace Defeats G.O.P. Challenger, Dealing Blow to McCarthy's Revenge Tour



The South Carolina congresswoman turned back a primary challenger backed by former Speaker Kevin McCarthy, who has been trying to exact retribution against Republicans who voted to oust him.




"I hope I drive Kevin McCarthy crazy," said Representative Nancy Mace, Republican of South Carolina.




By Annie Karni


Jun 12, 2024


Representative Nancy Mace, Republican of South Carolina, on Tuesday defeated a well-funded primary challenger, putting her on track to win a third term. Her resounding victory also dealt a major blow to former Speaker Kevin McCarthy's efforts to exact political retribution against those who voted to oust him.



Ms. Mace, 46, who once leaned center on social issues, won a Democratic seat in 2020 and claimed that all of former President Donald J. Trump's accomplishments had been "wiped out" by his behavior on Jan. 6, 2021. But she has made a hard tack to the right over the past year as she has tried to game out her political future.



She was the unlikeliest of the eight rebel Republicans who 
voted to oust Mr. McCarthy last year
, which transformed her from an ally into one of his top targets for revenge. Outside groups with ties to Mr. McCarthy, a California Republican, poured more than $4 million into backing her opponent, Catherine Templeton, and attacking Ms. Mace.



In the end, though, Ms. Mace won comfortably: With nearly all the vote in late Tuesday, she was leading by 27 percentage points. And she said Mr. McCarthy's effort motivated her to work harder.



"I hope to embarrass him tonight," she said earlier Tuesday over lunch at a Waffle House in Beaufort, between stops at polling locations. "I want to send him back to the rock he's living under right now. He's not part of America. He doesn't know what hard-working Americans go through every single day. I hope I drive Kevin McCarthy crazy."



A spokesman for Mr. McCarthy declined to comment, and Ms. Mace did not mention his name in her victory speech on Tuesday night.



Ms. Mace, whose back story as a former Waffle House waitress is a major part of her political biography, ordered her hash browns with confidence: scattered, diced, capped and peppered. Then she barely touched them.




Ms. Mace ordering hash browns at a Waffle House in Beaufort, S.C., on Tuesday.




She said in the interview that she had lost 30 pounds on her already slim frame since November, when she went through a difficult breakup with her fiance. That same month, she overhauled her Washington office, where all of her senior staff were fired or quit. Her former chief of staff, Dan Hanlon, at one point even filed paperwork to run against her, though he did not go through with it.



Many of those former staff members have spent the ensuing months anonymously spreading unflattering stories about Ms. Mace's erratic behavior, including that she used to speak openly and inappropriately about her sex life in front of junior staff members.



"I don't talk about my sex life in private because it's nonexistent," Ms. Mace said, swatting away all of the embarrassing stories as "inside the Beltway B.S." (She nonetheless admitted it was a hard rumor to deny after she made a ribald joke in public about her sex life, at a prayer breakfast hosted by Senator Tim Scott, Republican of South Carolina. She said her voters did not care about anonymously sourced innuendo.)



The campaign, she said, has been a welcome distraction from her personal travails.



Ms. Mace, who has been serving as her own campaign manager, accused Mr. McCarthy of hurting the G.O.P. in his quest for personal revenge. "If he wants to be chief of staff, go take that money and spend it on Donald Trump in Michigan," she said over lunch, referring to the notion that Mr. McCarthy would like to be Mr. Trump's chief of staff at the White House, should Mr. Trump win in November. "He's got to stop dividing our party."



She insisted that she was not dividing the party when she voted to oust Mr. McCarthy as speaker, but rather taking a tough vote based on principle.



Still, her vote instigated a bitter primary battle. Shortly before Ms. Mace's arrival at the Waffle House, a New York Times photographer watched a woman remove from the lawn outside the restaurant a row of Mace campaign signs, throw them into her car and drive off.



"That happens all the time," Ms. Mace said when told of the incident.



Ms. Mace 
has long tacked back and forth
 as she has tried to find a resting place for herself in the current G.O.P. She appears to have decided that there was not one if she did not mend her break with Mr. Trump, so she became one of his loudest cheerleaders.



"I'm all in now," Ms. Mace said Tuesday when pressed on the fact that she had said in the past that she would not campaign for Mr. Trump if he emerged as the party's nominee. "A lot of things have changed -- three and a half years of Joe Biden. I'm all in on Trump." She said that President Biden's re-election run was akin to "elder abuse."




Ms. Mace was the unlikeliest of the eight rebel Republicans who voted to oust Speaker Kevin McCarthy last year.




Ms. Mace endorsed Mr. Trump over Nikki Haley, the state's former governor who two years ago stood with her when the former president was calling Ms. Mace a "grandstanding loser" as he supported a far-right challenger looking to unseat her. Ms. Mace also worked to win back Mr. Trump's support by appearing constantly on the television programs he watches and blasting the Justice Department for indicting him.



Those moves earned her eye rolls from her colleagues in Washington but paid off politically at home: Mr. Trump vociferously endorsed her in the race, a critical show of support that also helped scare off some of the outside money that most likely would have gone to her opponent if she had appeared more vulnerable. It also resonated with voters, even in a district that voted for Ms. Haley in the presidential primary.



"That she has been supported by President Trump, to me, was a defining decision," said Richard Chelten, a resident of Beaufort who said he had voted for her earlier in the day. "I don't even know who this Templeton is. I'd rather go with what I know."



Over the past two years, Ms. Mace's tenure in Congress has been characterized by high drama and confusing reversals, like the one she did on Mr. Trump. They have won her few friends in Washington, a fact she wears with pride.



Representative Joe Wilson, a long-serving South Carolina Republican, endorsed Ms. Templeton. Ms. Mace said she confronted him about that endorsement on the House floor.



"I told him I would never do to him what he did to me," she said.



But her actions translated better at home. Lynn Fontaine, the southern regional director of the Beaufort County Republican Party, said that "Mace's vote against McCarthy was a redeeming moment for her."



The high-profile race between Ms. Mace and Ms. Templeton boiled down to little more than a proxy war between Mr. McCarthy and Ms. Mace, and there was scant daylight between the two candidates when it came to the issues.



But the contest turned ugly. Ms. Mace called Ms. Templeton, a former state government official, a "puppet" of the former speaker. Ms. Templeton said Ms. Mace constantly "flip-flops for fame." And in the days before the primary, Ms. Templeton promoted 
allegations that the congresswoman sought excessive reimbursements
 from a taxpayer-funded program that allows lawmakers to seek repayment of expenses incurred in Washington.



Since his ouster, Mr. McCarthy has done little to disguise his distinct vitriol for Ms. Mace. "I hope Nancy gets the help she needs -- I really do," Mr. McCarthy told reporters in February. "I just hope she gets the help to straighten out her life. I mean, she's got a lot of challenges."



Ms. Mace said that she had no regrets over her vote to oust Mr. McCarthy. But she admitted that when she cast that vote last October, she had no idea how defining it would be.



Speaker Mike Johnson, who has been trying, unsuccessfully, to get his members to stop seeking to unseat incumbent Republicans, headlined a fund-raiser for Ms. Mace in Washington. "He's operating from a principled and honorable place," she said.



Ms. Mace is not expected to have a competitive race in the November general election. Her district is rated solidly Republican by the nonpartisan Cook Political Report.



"If I win by the largest margin I've ever won," she said hours before the polls closed, "I'm not going to change a damn thing."
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Participant in Jan. 6 Riot Loses Primary Race in South Carolina



The defeat of Elias Irizarry is the latest in a number of losses that riot participants have suffered at the ballot box in recent months.




Elias Irizarry was sentenced to 14 days in jail after pleading guilty to a trespassing charge related to his participation in the Jan. 6 riot.




By Richard Fausset


Jun 12, 2024


A 22-year-old who participated in the Jan. 6 riot at the U.S. Capitol lost his bid to unseat a Republican incumbent in the South Carolina House of Representatives.



The defeat of 
Elias Irizarry
 in the state primary on Tuesday is the latest in a number of losses that riot participants have suffered at the ballot box in recent months. Most recently, 
Derrick Evans
, a former West Virginia lawmaker who pleaded guilty to a felony for his role in the attack, 
was defeated in a Republican primary
 in May for a congressional seat there.



Mr. Irizarry graduated last month from the Citadel, the esteemed public military college in Charleston, S.C. He was running in House District 43, a rural area in the northern part of the state. The incumbent, Randy Ligon, will not face a Democratic challenger in the general election, and will serve a fourth term in office.



Mr. Irizarry was sentenced to 14 days in jail after pleading guilty to a trespassing charge related to his participation in the 2021 riot. He was suspended from the Citadel for a semester but was later reinstated after a federal judge, Tanya S. Chutkan, wrote a letter to the school stating that Mr. Irizarry had demonstrated "remorse and a determination to make amends."



Before his sentencing, Mr. Irizarry told Judge Chutkan that he was ashamed of his participation in the storming of the Capitol. But in the run-up to the election, his campaign 
website
 noted his prosecution for engaging in "nonviolent activities" at the Capitol as proof that he had "always stood for the conservative movement."



That reference to Jan. 6 disappeared from the website last week after The New York Times discussed it with Mr. Irizarry's federal public defender. In a text message, Mr. Irizarry said he had initially mentioned his involvement in the riot on his website "for the sake of transparency."
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North Dakotans Approve Age Limit for Members of Congress



A ballot measure left voters to decide whether 81 is too old for some political jobs. It was one state's answer to an issue that has been a focus of national debate this election cycle.




An early voting place in Fargo, N.D.




By Ernesto Londono


Jun 12, 2024


Voters in North Dakota approved a ballot measure that sets a maximum age for representing the state in Congress, The Associated Press said on Tuesday. Experts said they believed North Dakota was the first state to impose such a requirement on members of Congress, though they said the measure is likely to be challenged in court.



The ballot measure, to amend the North Dakota Constitution, bars congressional candidates who would turn 81 or older by the end of the year before their term ends from being eligible for office.



The measure 
provided a rare glimpse
 into how one state's voters think about age at a time when questions over the effectiveness of older political leaders have been part of the national conversation.



The campaign in North Dakota to pass an age limit on the state's members of Congress began as many Americans have debated whether age ought to be a factor in this year's presidential contest. President Biden is 81, and his opponent, former President Donald J. Trump, is 77.



As a practical matter, the rule does not pose a threat to the state's three current federal lawmakers, all Republicans, who range in age from 47 to 67.



Jared Hendrix, 41, a Republican politician from Fargo who led the effort to put the question on the ballot, said he saw it as an opportunity to elevate the debate about whether older politicians can govern effectively.



"I think it's very possible that if we pull this off here, other states will follow," he said before the election.



In 2022, Mr. Hendrix led a successful effort to set term limits for governor and state legislators.



North Dakota lawmakers anticipated that the new measure would be challenged in court if approved. A Supreme Court case in 1995 established that states cannot add eligibility restrictions beyond those in the Constitution. The Constitution establishes age minimums to serve in Congress -- 25 in the House and 30 in the Senate -- but federal lawmakers may serve as long as they continue winning races.
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Congressman Wins G.O.P. Nomination for North Dakota Governor



Representative Kelly Armstrong will be a strong favorite to win the general election and succeed Gov. Doug Burgum, who did not seek a third term.




Representative Kelly Armstrong of North Dakota during a committee meeting on Capitol Hill in 2020.




By Mitch Smith


Jun 12, 2024


Representative Kelly Armstrong won the Republican nomination for governor of North Dakota, The Associated Press said on Tuesday, defeating the state's lieutenant governor, Tammy Miller, and positioning himself as the strong favorite in the general election.



The primary featured two Republicans who are well known in the state and whose platforms shared many similarities. Mr. Armstrong, a lawyer and a former state Republican Party chairman, was elected to Congress in 2018 from North Dakota's lone House district. Ms. Miller, an accountant and businesswoman, was appointed as lieutenant governor last year after working as Gov. Doug Burgum's chief operating officer.



On the campaign trail, both candidates emphasized their support for former President Donald J. Trump and, as 
one debate moderator put it
, tried to "out-conservative the other." Mr. Armstrong and Ms. Miller each called for cracking down on illegal immigration and for pushing back on President Biden's agenda.



This year's race for governor did not take shape until relatively late in the cycle, as Republicans waited to see whether Mr. Burgum would seek a third term. Mr. Burgum, a business-oriented Republican, 
sometimes bucked the right flank
 of his party 
on transgender issues
. After failing to gain traction in the Republican presidential primary, he announced in January that he would not seek another four years as governor.



Mr. Burgum, whom some have mentioned as a potential running mate for Mr. Trump, has emerged in recent months as a more outspoken supporter of the former president.



In the campaign for governor, Mr. Armstrong made the case that his years in Congress, and the relationships he had built, would help him look out for North Dakota's interests. Ms. Miller sought to paint herself as a political outsider whose business background would shape her approach to governing.



The Republican nominee will face State Senator Merrill Piepkorn, a Democrat from Fargo who was unopposed in his party's primary, in November.



Though North Dakota voters have occasionally been open to Democrats in the past -- Heidi Heitkamp, a moderate Democrat, 
won a Senate race
 in 2012 -- Republicans have dominated recent statewide elections. Four years ago, 
Mr. Trump carried the state
 by 33 percentage points, and Mr. Burgum won re-election by an even greater margin.



North Dakota is a largely rural state, and one of the country's least populous, though its energy industry has brought an influx of new residents to western North Dakota over the last 15 years. As of April, the state's 2-percent unemployment rate was tied for the lowest in the country.
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Sam Brown Wins Nevada G.O.P. Senate Race, and Will Face Rosen in November



After losing in a Senate primary in 2022, Mr. Brown, an Army veteran, was the pick of establishment Republicans from the start of the 2024 race.




Sam Brown campaigning on Saturday in Reno, Nev. He was nearly killed in 2008 while serving in Afghanistan when his vehicle drove over a roadside bomb. 




By Kellen Browning


Jun 12, 2024


Sam Brown, an Army veteran who was the heavy favorite in the Nevada Republican primary race for Senate even before former President Donald J. Trump's last-minute endorsement, won the nomination on Tuesday, according to The Associated Press.



He will face Senator Jacky Rosen, the state's Democratic incumbent, in one of the most closely watched Senate contests of the year.



With 89 percent of the vote counted, Mr. Brown had about 60 percent, lapping the crowded primary field. His closest rival, Jeff Gunter, a former U.S. ambassador to Iceland, had about 15 percent. Jim Marchant, a former state assemblyman, was at roughly 7 percent, and Walter Grady, an Air Force veteran who goes by Tony, had 6 percent.



In his victory speech, delivered to ebullient supporters in a Reno hotel, Mr. Brown said he was focused on holding Ms. Rosen and President Biden accountable for their policies, and giving a beleaguered electorate something to hope for.



"It is tonight that we continue to deliver hope that the American dream is not dead," Mr. Brown said. "And the American nightmare under Joe Biden and Jacky Rosen begins to end tonight."



The victory was a redemption of sorts for Mr. Brown, who ran for Senate in 2022 after moving to Reno, Nev., from Dallas in 2018, but lost in the Republican primary to Adam Laxalt, the state's former attorney general. This time, he was the pick of the Republican establishment from the start, and the National Republican Senatorial Committee, which works to elect Republicans to the Senate, backed him early and worked to clear the field of competitors.



They did not quite manage that. Roughly a dozen Republican challengers vied for the right to face Ms. Rosen, a low-profile Democrat running for re-election in a battleground state where recent elections have been decided by narrow margins.



But most gained little traction, and as Mr. Brown crisscrossed the country raising money and rallying support from prominent Republicans, the other candidates failed to come close to his fund-raising totals. He also earned the endorsement of the state's Republican governor, Joe Lombardo.



Mr. Brown ran as though he was already in the general election, skipping debates with his Republican opponents, avoiding tying himself too closely to the hard-line conservative wing of the party, and keeping his focus trained on Ms. Rosen, who clinched the Democratic nomination on Tuesday.



Ms. Rosen took aim at Mr. Brown after his victory Tuesday evening, and the Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee, which works to elect Democrats to the Senate, was quick to publish a digital advertisement bashing him.



"My opponent is a MAGA extremist who will say anything to get elected," she said in a statement, rattling off a list of issues, like abortion, that she plans to attack him on. "Voters will have a clear choice in this race between a senator who always puts Nevadans first and a politician who only moved here a few years ago just to run for office."



In the primary, Mr. Brown was slow to back Mr. Trump's latest bid for the White House, a hesitation that did not go unnoticed among some Republicans, and Mr. Trump waited until the race's final days to endorse him.



Rivals sensed an opening from the right, and in April, Mr. Gunter tried to shake up the race, announcing a multimillion-dollar advertising effort playing up his MAGA credentials while slamming Mr. Brown as insufficiently loyal to Mr. Trump. The attacks 
forced Mr. Brown and his allies to engage in the primary race
 for the first time, but it ultimately did little to alter the trajectory of the campaign.



Mr. Brown's unique background
 could draw in voters. In 2008, he was nearly killed while serving in Afghanistan when his vehicle drove over a roadside bomb. He underwent more than 30 surgeries during a three-year recovery, and was left permanently scarred.



In his pitch to voters, Mr. Brown often refers to his near-death experience. In his speech on Tuesday, he said he was speaking to Americans who "are at a point like I was on that day in 2008, where we are this close to allowing hope to be extinguished."



And what is perhaps the informal slogan for his campaign -- which he urged the audience to shout out on Tuesday -- is the same phrase an Army comrade told him when he helped to extinguish the flames that were burning Mr. Brown in Afghanistan: "I've got you."



"Sam is an American hero who is once again answering the call to serve our country," Senator Steve Daines of Montana, who leads efforts to get Republicans elected to the Senate, said in a statement after Mr. Brown's win.



Mr. Brown's campaign will emphasize popular Republican talking points -- border security and inflation -- and lay the blame for the Nevada economy's sluggish recovery from the pandemic at the feet of President Biden and Ms. Rosen.



Ms. Rosen's campaign plans to emphasize her bipartisan reputation and highlight times when she has defied Mr. Biden, who is unpopular in the state. She will point to victories on issues like lowering prescription drug prices while attacking Mr. Brown's record on abortion rights.



In the past, Mr. Brown expressed support for a 20-week ban with no exceptions for rape or incest. After announcing his campaign for Senate, he clarified that he would not support a nationwide ban, and told The New York Times that the issue should be left to the states.
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Hunter Biden Conviction Undercuts a Trump Narrative, and a Fund-Raising Pitch



Many allies of Donald J. Trump had secretly wanted an acquittal, which they predicted would have turbocharged fund-raising and fed their claims of a rigged justice system.




Hunter Biden was convicted on Tuesday on three felony counts tied to a handgun purchase in 2018.




By Jonathan Swan, Maggie Haberman and Michael Gold


Jun 11, 2024


The moment had finally come. Late Tuesday morning, nearly five years after Republicans first went after Hunter Biden, the president's son could finally be called a convicted felon.



But Donald J. Trump and other Republicans did not seem to be relishing the opportunity. The early reaction to a jury's guilty verdict against Hunter Biden on three felony gun charges resembled a shriveling balloon.



"The Hunter Biden gun conviction is kinda dumb tbh," 
said
 one close Trump ally, Representative Matt Gaetz of Florida, in a post on X, using an abbreviation for "to be honest." Another Trump associate, Charlie Kirk, 
called it
 a "fake trial."



Many Trump allies had been secretly rooting for an acquittal. The talking points wrote themselves: It would have been yet more evidence that the United States justice system was rigged in favor of the Bidens and against the Trumps. Tuesday's guilty verdict was inconvenient to that narrative.



Even more valuable would have been the fund-raising potential.



A person with knowledge of the Trump campaign's fund-raising plans, who spoke on the condition of anonymity, said there had been discussions about how much an acquittal would help Mr. Trump, potentially raising tens of millions of additional dollars as they planned to cite it as more evidence the justice system was rigged. After Mr. Trump was convicted in Manhattan on 34 felony counts, his campaign raised record sums online, and some of his advisers recognized that an acquittal of Mr. Biden's son had the potential to raise Mr. Trump far more cash than a conviction, the person said.



Prominent Republicans, including those in the Trump campaign, immediately minimized the three felony gun charges, complaining that the charges steered public attention away from unspecified crimes that they claimed President Biden has committed and a justice system that they insisted was still very much two-tiered.



It spoke volumes that the first reaction from the Trump camp did not come directly from Mr. Trump himself, who had still not posted a word about the verdict hours after it landed. Instead, his campaign issued a statement that described the conviction as a "distraction."




Reporters outside the courthouse for Hunter Biden's trial last week in Wilmington, Del.




"This trial has been nothing more than a distraction from the real crimes of the Biden Crime Family, which has raked in tens of millions of dollars from China, Russia and Ukraine," said Karoline Leavitt, the Trump campaign's national press secretary. "Crooked Joe Biden's reign over the Biden Family Criminal Empire is all coming to an end on November 5, and never again will a Biden sell government access for personal profit."



The president has not been charged with crimes, and House Republican leadership abandoned its effort to impeach Mr. Biden after it became clear that too many Republicans thought they lacked evidence of wrongdoing sufficient to impeach. Hunter Biden is facing another trial in September, on nine charges stemming from failure to pay $1.4 million in taxes from 2016 through 2019.



Behind all this, Mr. Trump, who aggressively attacked Hunter Biden in the 2020 election, has changed his mind about the political value of doing so now, at least over the younger Mr. Biden's personal issues, according to people close to the former president.



In a meeting last year, Mr. Trump acknowledged privately to an associate that attacks against the president's son had the potential to backfire politically, according to a person who attended the meeting who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe a private conversation. Mr. Trump said Republicans needed to be careful, the person said, "not to go overboard" on the Hunter Biden attacks, especially on the drug addiction issue, because it could elicit sympathy and make people view the president as a caring father.



The way Mr. Trump speaks today about the Hunter Biden case is markedly different from his drumbeat over what he called "the laptop from hell" in 2020.



In their first presidential debate, in September 2020, Mr. Trump directly attacked the president's son over his drug use.



"Hunter got thrown out of the military," Mr. Trump said at the debate. "He was thrown out, dishonorably discharged, for cocaine use."



His attack wasn't technically true. The president's son had received an administrative discharge from the U.S. Navy Reserve -- not a dishonorable discharge -- after he tested positive for cocaine. But true or not, the attack was widely seen as politically misguided. It gave Mr. Biden an opportunity to stand beside Mr. Trump on the debate stage and connect emotionally with millions of Americans watching on television who knew somebody affected by drugs.



"My son, like a lot of people, like a lot of people you know at home, had a drug problem," Mr. Biden said. "He's overtaken it, he's fixed it, he's worked on it, and I'm proud of him."



During the final 11 days of the 2020 campaign, Mr. Trump referred to Hunter Biden more than five dozen times at rallies, during interviews and in social media posts. Instead of focusing on an argument for why he deserved a second term, he repeatedly posted the question, "Where's Hunter?"



"It's treason, or whatever you want to call it," Mr. Trump said on the last day of the 2020 race. "We caught the whole thing. The son -- where's Hunter? Where's Hunter?"



Mr. Trump appears to have learned a political lesson from that experience. Now, he sometimes leads with empathy about the plight of addiction and his own family experience with it, including in a recent interview with Sean Hannity on Fox News.



"I had a brother who suffered tremendously from alcoholism and alcohol," Mr. Trump told Mr. Hannity of his older brother, Fred Trump Jr., whose fight with addiction Mr. Trump often credits for why he himself does not drink. "And it was a terrible thing to watch. He was an incredible guy with the best personality. He was the best-looking person you have ever seen. Everything was perfect. But he had an addiction. And so I understand addiction."



In other interviews this year, he has used questions about Hunter Biden to suggest his empathy with those struggling with addiction and to lament the destructive effects of fentanyl flowing across the border.



These days, Mr. Trump rarely mentions Hunter Biden on the stump. Instead, he tends to refer broadly to Mr. Biden and his family as corrupt.



Mr. Trump seemed to note the shift himself at a rally in North Carolina in March. "Remember when, uh, Hunter -- remember, we used to go, 'Where's Hunter?' At least now we know where he is."




Mr. Trump mentioned Hunter Biden in a speech in March in Greensboro, N.C.




Still, at campaign events before he had won the delegates necessary to secure the Republican nomination, Mr. Trump would often invoke Hunter Biden as a way to accuse the Justice Department of putting its thumb on the scale of the election. At the end of several rallies in February and March, Mr. Trump accused the F.B.I. of insisting that the "laptop from Hell was Russian disinformation" in order to help Mr. Biden win the 2020 election.



Mr. Trump stopped making specific comments about Hunter in his stump speech as he moved toward the general election and as his own criminal trial in Manhattan began, instead using the "Biden crime family" as an all-purpose slur.



Not all Republicans saw the conviction as a diminishing return that undercuts their message. House Republicans' campaign arm was already fund-raising off the conviction, hawking what it called 
"jumpsuit orange" shirts
 accusing Mr. Biden and his son of criminal corruption.



Asked by CNN whether Hunter Biden's conviction undercut his claims of a two-tiered system of justice, 
Speaker Mike Johnson responded
, "It doesn't. Every case is different. And clearly the evidence was overwhelming here. I don't think that's the case in the Trump trials."



Newt Gingrich, the former House speaker who has remained close to Mr. Trump, said in an interview that Hunter Biden's trial was fairly conducted. Mr. Trump's trial, he maintained, was a preordained outcome that took place in a liberal borough.



"In my mind, it would have been another blow to the entire system if Hunter, having been so clearly, vividly guilty, had been let off because it was Delaware," said Mr. Gingrich, referring to the location of the trial, which was held within walking distance of the president's campaign headquarters in Wilmington.



Yet the shiftless and broadly muted G.O.P. response to the verdict said more than any protestations to the contrary. A Trump ally who spoke on the condition of anonymity to candidly describe private conversations explained that as soon as it was clear that the Hunter Biden gun case couldn't be used against President Biden, the topic fell off the radar for political messaging.



"The only good that could come out of this was that if he was acquitted on charges where he's obviously guilty," the Trump ally said. "An acquittal on charges that he was obviously guilty was the only upside for us."



Reporting was contributed by 
Shane Goldmacher
, 
Michael C. Bender
, 
Luke Broadwater
, 
Catie Edmondson
, 
Annie Karni
 and 
Robert Jimison
.
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Why Is Biden Going to Europe Twice in a Week?



President Biden made two back-to-back round trips to Europe, separated by about 60 hours on the ground at home.




The White House's explanation for four trans-Atlantic crossings in nine days was simply that President Biden had commitments in Washington.




By David E. Sanger


Jun 12, 2024


Air Force One is plenty comfortable if you are its most privileged frequent flier, with a comfortable bedroom and a spacious office.



Still, most American presidents will try to avoid making two back-to-back round trips to Europe, separated by about 60 hours on the ground at home. Yet that is what President Biden is pulling off this week.



"The president's schedule is jam-packed. It is," said Karine Jean-Pierre, the White House press secretary. "There is a lot to be done on behalf of the American people."



Mr. Biden left the United States for D-Day celebrations in France last Wednesday, June 5; stayed the weekend for a state dinner in Paris; and returned to his home in Delaware late Sunday. He left Washington again early Wednesday, June 12, to fly to the southeast coast of Italy for the annual gathering the Group of 7, the traditional summit of leaders of Britain, Canada, France, Germany, Italy and Japan.



When Mr. Biden looks back at those two round trips -- roughly a day and a half of flying, all told -- he may remember only what happened in between: the conviction of his only living son, Hunter Biden, on charges of lying to obtain a gun permit.



But the two round trips raise the question: Why didn't he just stay in Europe for a couple days, play a round of golf, visit some American troops, maybe huddle with a foreign leader or two? He is, after all, 81, and some of his aides who are half his age were complaining about lost sleep cycles.



The White House's explanation for four trans-Atlantic crossings in nine days was simply that Mr. Biden had commitments in Washington. But by presidential standards, his public schedule looked light: a lunch with Vice President Kamala Harris, a Juneteenth concert and a speech to a gun-safety group.



Hunter Biden's trial also loomed over the planning, though it was impossible to know when these trips were planned that the case would go to the jury and a verdict would be rendered in the three days between the D-Day trip and the G7 meeting. As it turned out, Mr. Biden shuttled back to Delaware on Tuesday afternoon to be with his son before taking off again in the morning.



But privately, some aides said there were election-year optics to be considered. There was no urgent reason to stay in Europe, and a few down days "might not look right," one of Mr. Biden's advisers conceded, though the aide quickly added that Mr. Biden never really took a down day. In any case, no one wanted images of the president on what his political opponents might cast as a European holiday, at least while he is running for re-election. A long weekend in Rehoboth, the Delaware town where he and his wife, Jill, have a beach house, might be one thing; a few days in France or Italy have an entirely different look.



The presidency, of course, is the ultimate work-from-anywhere job. There are instant communications (a White House van, bristling with antennas, travels in every motorcade) and a staff of hundreds ready to cater to every contingency, whether that involves sending off a thank-you note or launching a retaliatory nuclear strike.



The intolerance for seeing presidents abroad, save for work, has a long history. Franklin D. Roosevelt loved to camp at Campobello Island, in Canada, though as president he kept the visits brief. When Harry S. Truman went to Potsdam, Germany, to negotiate with Joseph Stalin and Winston Churchill about what post-World War II Europe would look like, he stayed for more than two weeks. There were days off from the negotiations, but not for long, and the nearest big city, Berlin, was a bombed wreck. And there was a reminder of the risks of being out of town: Churchill's party lost to Labour during the conference, and he got booted out of office while it was still going on.
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Ben Carson as Trump's Running Mate? Don't Count Him Out Just Yet.



The retired neurosurgeon and former housing secretary is a wild card in the vice-presidential sweepstakes. His main advantage is that Donald Trump genuinely likes him.




Ben Carson, the former housing secretary, at the Conservative Political Action Conference in February. He said during a CNN interview last month that if asked to join the Republican ticket, he would "prayerfully consider it."




By Michael C. Bender


Jun 12, 2024


Just about the only person who shows any interest in Ben Carson as the Republican vice-presidential nominee is the one whose opinion matters the most: Donald J. Trump.



Mr. Carson, the retired neurosurgeon and former housing secretary in Mr. Trump's administration, is under consideration as one of "many people that would do a really fantastic job," the former president told a local New York reporter last month.



Last week, Mr. Trump again highlighted the possibility of running with Mr. Carson, saying on Newsmax that he was among "many great people."



And behind closed doors, Mr. Trump has spoken warmly of Mr. Carson, reflecting an odd-couple political friendship between the belligerent Republican leader and the soft-spoken doctor who ran against him in 2016.



That personal connection, which has deepened over the years, is why Mr. Carson continues to linger as a potential choice for Mr. Trump's running mate even as the race 
shows signs of narrowing
 to a few top candidates including 
Doug Burgum
, 
Marco Rubio
 and 
J.D. Vance
.



Few people close to the former president give Mr. Carson much chance of being chosen. But given Mr. Trump's unconventional approach and history of last-minute decisions, a surprise is possible -- and in the wide universe of unlikely but he-just-might-do-it picks, Mr. Carson is probably the leading contender.



Mr. Carson, for his part, said during a CNN interview last month that if asked to join the ticket, he would "prayerfully consider it."



"Trump has this amazing ability to speak directly to people's hearts and minds without any filter or political correctness," Mr. Carson said.



Still, their relationship has been complicated at times. During Mr. Trump's 
criminal trial in New York
, one of his former White House advisers, Hope Hicks, testified that he had thanked the publisher of The National Enquirer for a 2015 story 
claiming Mr. Carson had left a sponge
 in a patient's brain. "This is Pulitzer-worthy," Ms. Hicks 
said
 she recalled Mr. Trump as saying.



"My advice to Dr. Carson would be not to be his running mate," Armstrong Williams, a Carson adviser, said in an interview, suggesting that the job could be grueling. "But if he sees his friend is going to have a tough road ahead, he'll do anything he can to make that journey and that process easier for him."



For Mr. Trump's close allies, the case against Mr. Carson is rather clear.



He turns 73 in September, which is not helpful in a year when voters are worried about the advanced ages of both major presidential candidates.



Mr. Carson is also a fellow Floridian -- he and Mr. Trump both live in Palm Beach County -- and Mr. Trump is concerned about a constitutional provision that would pose an obstacle to a presidential ticket with two contenders from the same state. (Mr. Carson also spends much of his time in Virginia, Mr. Williams said.)



During Mr. Carson's first foray into public service, working as secretary of housing and urban development in the Trump administration, he was 
often surrounded by scandal
.



That rocky tenure, paired with his penchant for 
wildly eccentric statements
, would seem to undercut Mr. Trump's current preference for disciplined campaigners who present little risk of unwanted distractions for a campaign dealing with plenty. (Mr. Carson has 
equated Obamacare with slavery
 and 
suggested that sexuality was a choice
 by pointing to criminals who "go into prison straight, and when they come out, they're gay.")



But Mr. Trump has been intrigued by the idea of adding a Black man to his presidential ticket as a way to increase 
his gains among Black male voters
, according to three people familiar with the process. He has also discussed picking 
Senator Tim Scott
 of South Carolina, the only Black Republican in the chamber, and 
Representative Byron Donalds
, the only Black Republican in Florida's congressional delegation.



Mr. Trump has talked about announcing his pick before the Republican National Convention in mid-July, or possibly even during the event. That leaves more than a month for him to vacillate over contenders, potentially creating an opening for an out-of-the-box choice.



Additionally, he seems to genuinely like Mr. Carson. Their friendship, according to people close to both men, is as real as it is perplexing.



For Mr. Carson, the inception moment in his friendship with Mr. Trump was the few minutes of 
painfully awkward television
 during a 2016 Republican primary debate when he was introduced to the audience but stopped and waited just offstage instead of walking to his lectern. Mr. Trump followed his lead and also stopped, even as other contenders walked quickly past the two men.



Mr. Carson viewed Mr. Trump's decision to stop not as shared confusion but as camaraderie, Mr. Williams said.



Mr. Carson, who has campaigned for Mr. Trump this election cycle, has ramped up his public profile lately with a series of TV interviews that have doubled as marketing opportunities for his new book, "The Perilous Fight." Published last month, the book lays out his views on incorporating biblical family beliefs into American culture.



Mr. Trump has spoken tenderly about uncomfortable moments with Mr. Carson.



During a speech in February at the Black Conservative Federation gala in South Carolina, Mr. Trump recalled feeling "a little bit nervous" during the 2016 campaign about Mr. Carson's rise in the polls. But Mr. Trump said he had been put at ease by Mr. Carson, recalling that his rival told him before another primary debate: "You have nothing to worry about. God put you in this position. You're going to win."



"I was confused because I'm ready to go into a debate stage -- and he's doing so good and he made that statement," Mr. Trump said in South Carolina, adding, "He's been a great friend of mine."



Taylor Robinson
 contributed reporting from New York.
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Charity Founder Embezzled Millions and Spent on Lavish Meals, U.S. Says



Prosecutors say that Keith Taylor, head of Modest Needs, crowdsourced donations for the poor but spent hundreds of thousands of dollars at high-end restaurants.




Prosecutors say that Keith Taylor spent more than $101,000 in five years at Jean-Georges.




By Alyce McFadden and Shayla Colon


Jun 12, 2024


The head of a charity called Modest Needs was charged Tuesday with embezzling $2.5 million to rent a Columbus Circle high-rise, have cosmetic surgery and dine regularly at some of Manhattan's most expensive restaurants.



The charity executive, Keith Taylor, was accused in a federal complaint of siphoning money donated through the charity's crowdfunding platform into personal accounts, ducking more than $1 million in taxes and creating a fictitious board of directors populated with the names of unknowing acquaintances.



"Keith Taylor falsely claimed that donations to his charity would help working families with unexpected expenses that put them at risk of homelessness," Damian Williams, the U.S. attorney for the Southern District of New York, said in a statement. He added that instead the defendant had "defrauded the charity's donors and unconscionably took money from the pockets of those most in need."



Mr. Taylor, 56, was released from custody Tuesday without having to post bail. Brian Ketcham, Mr. Taylor's lawyer, said Tuesday evening that his client denies the charges and intends to clear his name.




Keith Taylor was featured often in news reports.




Modest Needs, which Mr. Taylor founded in 2002, claims to provide "emergency grants to low-income workers who're at risk of slipping into poverty," according to its 
website
. In 2009, Mr. Taylor told 
CNN
 he got the idea for Modest Needs after reflecting on a small but significant act of kindness that helped him pay his rent after a costly car repair. Sometimes, he said, $10 or $20 can help people make ends meet.



The organization's 
YouTube page
 and 
website
 are filled with urgent pleas. In appeals to would-be donors, people describe heart-wrenching circumstances that prompted them to seek help from strangers, like child care costs, medical debt and looming evictions.



Modest Needs's humble pitch to donors took off, as did Mr. Taylor's profile. 



During the six years starting in 2016, the charity brought in about $9.9 million in donations, according to the complaint. But of that, only $5.9 million was spent on business costs, distributed as grants, or paid to employees other than Mr. Taylor.



Prosecutors say that Mr. Taylor took money meant to help the most needy and instead spent it on some of America's most expensive food.



Between 2016 and May of this year, Mr. Taylor spent more than $320,000 on meals and drinks at Manhattan restaurants, according to 
prosecutors
.



In five years starting in 2017, the complaint said, Mr. Taylor spent more than $101,000 at Jean-Georges, a 
two Michelin star
 restaurant in Midtown, where one of the people falsely listed as a board member worked as a bartender.



The bartender told investigators that Mr. Taylor was a regular at the restaurant, sometimes visiting its bar twice a day. 
Prices
 at the restaurant range from $32 for a plate of pasta to $188 for a rib-eye steak for two.



Another favorite of Mr. Taylor's was Per Se, a Columbus Circle restaurant with 
three Michelin stars
 and a 
nine-course tasting menu
 that costs 
$390
. Prosecutors say Mr. Taylor spent more than $68,000 there. At Masa, one of America's most acclaimed sushi restaurants, the complaint says Mr. Taylor spent $25,930 in the same period.



The complaint also says Mr. Taylor spent more than $300,000 on rent at a luxury high rise just minutes from the restaurants. His voter registration lists his residence as an apartment on the 30th floor of a building overlooking Central Park. Monthly rents for a two-bedroom unit on the upper floors range between $6,000 and $7,000, according to the real estate listing site 
StreetEasy
.



Between 2020 and 2022, Mr. Taylor spent $63,000 on his own medical expenses, which included cosmetic surgery, according to the complaint.



Melanie Cochran, of Nashville, became a friend of Mr. Taylor's almost two decades ago, and they have stayed in touch over the years.



His foundation even gave Ms. Cochran a few hundred dollars to cover the cost of her car payment, she said. She said she applied for the funds several months ago and the money was sent directly to CarMax on her behalf.



She said she was shocked by the charges.



"The foundation has helped a lot of people," Ms. Cochran said. "He's very smart and very kind, has a lot of empathy."



Ms. Cochran said she last saw Mr. Taylor during a New York City visit about two years ago, during which they enjoyed an expensive dinner with plenty of drinks at Delice & Sarrasin, a vegan restaurant in Greenwich Village.



To her knowledge, the foundation was still operating when they spoke about a month ago, she said, although Mr. Taylor said it was going through a "hard time" with many people requesting assistance and few donors giving.



The new complaint isn't the first time Mr. Taylor's leadership has been called into question. In 2012, Charity Navigator, a website that rates nonprofits, issued a warning to prospective donors. It described a $26,000 loan from the charity to Mr. Taylor's personal coffers that was itemized in the group's tax filings.



Mr. Taylor sued Charity Navigator the following year, saying it had been retaliating against him after he questioned its methodology. He dropped the suit not long after. The warning has been removed from the site, and Modest Needs currently has a 
four star rating
, the highest.



In 2014, American Express sued Mr. Taylor over more than $31,000 in credit card debt. The company did not pursue the case beyond the initial complaint, but three years later, it sued him again over an unpaid sum, just under $30,000, on the same account. That dispute ended with the court ordering Mr. Taylor to pay his outstanding balance and additional legal costs.



But Mr. Taylor's Modest Needs maintained a high profile and solid reputation. In 2020, it was included in a New York Times 
article
 that suggested ways to help strangers during the Covid-19 pandemic. 



In a CNN 
interview
 in 2002, Daryn Kagan, a former anchor, introduced Mr. Taylor as "just an average guy with a really big heart" trying to help people in need.



"Come on, tell the truth. You're this high-rolling, really rich guy who's spreading his money around, right?" Ms. Kagan asked Mr. Taylor, teasing.



"I wish," he started to respond, before cutting himself off. "Not hardly."



Kirsten Noyes
 contributed research.
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In Taped Remarks at Supreme Court Gala, Revealing Glimpses of Roberts and Alito



Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. and Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr., once close allies, have embraced starkly different conceptions of the judicial role.




Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. and Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr. are both products of the conservative legal movement.




By Adam Liptak


Jun 11, 2024


Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. and Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr. have long been a jarring study in contrasts. The chief justice is guarded, embodying a cautious and conventional conception of the judicial role. Justice Alito, an eager combatant in the culture wars, tests the limits of that behavior.



Their differing approaches were on display in 
surreptitiously recorded comments
 at a Supreme Court gala last week.



Chief Justice Roberts struck a measured tone in response to efforts by a liberal operative to goad him into saying that there was "a role for the court" in "guiding us toward a more moral path."



The chief justice responded: "Would you want me to be in charge of putting the nation on a more moral path? That's for people we elect. That's not for lawyers."



Justice Alito, who can be awkward and aggrieved, seemed to take the bait, though what he said on the recording was little different from what he says in public speeches to conservative legal groups and at Catholic colleges.



"One side or the other is going to win," he told the operative, 
Lauren Windsor
, at an annual black-tie event for the Supreme Court Historical Society. "There can be a way of working, a way of living together peacefully, but it's difficult, you know, because there are differences on fundamental things that really can't be compromised."



Those divergent responses are in one sense surprising. The two justices are both products of the conservative legal movement, and they were named to the Supreme Court within months of each other by President George W. Bush.



But over the years, they have come to stand for very different strains of conservatism and judicial temperament, reflected in their opinions as well as in their public statements. While both are firmly on the right, the chief justice tends to favor a cautious incrementalism. Justice Alito has come to embody a more take-no-prisoners attitude that can leave him open to the charge that his agenda is driven by religious and political commitments.



Their paths started differing at their confirmation hearings.



Chief Justice Roberts's hearings, in 2005, were widely viewed as a triumph. Senator Richard J. Durbin, Democrat of Illinois, said at the time that the chief justice had "retired the trophy" for an outstanding performance by a judicial nominee.



The most memorable moment at Justice Alito's confirmation hearings, by contrast, involved his wife, Martha-Ann, who has been in the news for flying flags said to support the "Stop the Steal" movement. Mrs. Alito was 
also recorded at the gala
, speaking about, among other things, a flag she intended to fly to counter a Pride flag.



In 2006, at Justice Alito's hearings, Mrs. Alito 
left the hearing room in tears
 when Senator Lindsey Graham, Republican of South Carolina, defended Justice Alito from the charge that his membership in an alumni group was evidence of bigotry. Some found her distress puzzling, as the question was a friendly one, meant to defuse a Democratic attack.



In their early years on the court, the chief justice and Justice Alito were close allies, and their voting records were nearly indistinguishable. They voted together in the majority, for instance, in 
the 2010 Citizens United campaign finance case
.



Days later, President Barack Obama criticized the ruling at 
the State of the Union address
, saying it had "reversed a century of law that I believe will open the floodgates for special interests, including foreign corporations, to spend without limit in our elections."



Six members of the court were present, but only Justice Alito responded, mouthing the words "not true." He has not attended another State of the Union address. Chief Justice Roberts makes a point of going.




Chief Justice Roberts, right, swearing in Justice Alito, along with President George W. Bush in 2006.




The jurisprudential schism between the two men can be traced to the decisive vote the chief justice cast in 2012 to 
uphold a central provision
 of the Affordable Care Act, Mr. Obama's signature legislative achievement. Justice Alito joined a bitter dissent.



In more recent years, they repeatedly differed as Chief Justice Roberts voted with what was for years the court's four-member liberal wing in cases concerning 
abortion
, 
young immigrants known as Dreamers
, 
adding a question on citizenship
 to the census and 
restrictions on gatherings at houses of worship
 early in the coronavirus pandemic. Justice Alito was on the other side.



The balance of power on the court shifted in 2020 with the arrival of Justice Amy Coney Barrett. Five conservative members of the court, including Justice Alito, now outflanked its chief justice. They almost immediately reversed course in striking down limits on attendance at houses of worship.



Then, in 2022, Justice Alito wrote the majority opinion overturning Roe v. Wade, speaking for five justices. Chief Justice Roberts issued a concurring opinion, speaking only for himself, that sketched out an incremental approach that would have upheld Mississippi's 15-week abortion ban but left the fate of Roe itself for later cases.



The chief justice's approach may be the product of the job he holds, which was itself the result of a kind of happenstance. Mr. Bush initially nominated him to replace Justice Sandra Day O'Connor, who announced in July 2005 that she planned to retire. Two months later, as the confirmation hearings neared, Chief Justice William H. Rehnquist died.



Mr. Bush then nominated Chief Justice Roberts to his current post. If not for that change, Chief Justice Roberts would have been one of eight associate justices.



But he is instead the head of the federal judicial branch, with broader responsibilities, notably in guarding the independence and authority of the court.



Justice Alito does not seem to have the same concerns. He is instead, as reflected by his comments last week and many statements, willing to stake out positions on public controversies outside of his judicial writings.



In 
a 2020 speech
 to the Federalist Society, a conservative legal group, he said that liberals posed a growing threat to religious liberty and free speech.



"For many today, religious liberty is not a cherished freedom," he said. "It's often just an excuse for bigotry, and it can't be tolerated."



A prime example, Justice Alito said, was opposition to same-sex marriage.



"You can't say that marriage is a union between one man and one woman," he said. "Until very recently that's what the vast majority of Americans thought. Now it's considered bigotry."



Last month, Justice Alito 
gave a commencement address
 at Franciscan University of Steubenville in Ohio, a Catholic institution.



He received an extended standing ovation when a speaker introducing him noted that he had written the majority opinion in Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health Organization, the 2022 decision overturning a constitutional right to an abortion.



In his speech, Justice Alito denounced what he said was a lack of tolerance for religion.



"It's rough out there," he said, anticipating his comments at the Supreme Court gala. "And, in fact, I think it is rougher out there right now than it has been for quite some time."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/11/us/politics/supreme-court-gala-alito-roberts.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Senate Republicans Block Supreme Court Ethics Measure Pushed by Democrats



Democrats made what they knew was a doomed attempt as they faced pressure from the left to do more to try to hold the court accountable.




Senator Sheldon Whitehouse, Democrat of Rhode Island, wrote legislation last year on ethics and transparency for the Supreme Court after disclosures about justices taking unreported gifts and other issues.




By Carl Hulse


Jun 12, 2024


Senate Republicans on Wednesday blocked an effort by Democrats to quickly pass Supreme Court ethics and transparency legislation they had pushed forward in the wake of disclosures about justices taking unreported gifts and travel and other ethical issues surrounding the high court.



The unsuccessful outcome was predetermined, but represented an effort by Senate Democrats to show they were pressing the case against the court. It was also aimed at demonstrating the limits of their power given the narrow divide in the Senate and deep Republican opposition to Congress taking action to impose stricter ethics rules on the justices.



"The ethics crisis at the Supreme Court, the highest court in the land, is unacceptable," Senator Richard J. Durbin, the Illinois Democrat who chairs the Judiciary Committee, said in calling for the measure to be approved. "It is unsustainable and it's unworthy of the highest court in the land."



Republicans assailed the bill as a naked effort by Democrats to undercut the court because of ideological disagreements with its decisions, particularly with major rulings about to be handed down. They accused Democrats of trying to intimidate the justices.



"Let's be clear: This is not about improving the court, this is about undermining the court," said Senator Lindsey Graham of South Carolina, the top Republican on the Judiciary Committee, who lodged the objection to taking up the bill. "This will be an unconstitutional overreach. This would undermine the court's ability to operate effectively."



The move by Democrats came as progressives have been ramping up their demands for more aggressive action in the Senate.



Following widespread media coverage of the ethical issues, Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. said last November that the court would follow a code of conduct similar to the one that all lower court judges must follow, "to uphold the independence and the integrity of the court." However, it included no clear way to enforce the rules on justices, sparking criticism that it was hollow.



The Senate Judiciary Committee last summer approved the legislation written by Senator Sheldon Whitehouse, Democrat of Rhode Island, after a series of media reports about both Justices Clarence Thomas and Samuel A. Alito Jr. taking trips paid for by billionaire benefactors and not reporting them on their disclosure forms. Justice Thomas last week amended his report to acknowledge luxury trips he took in 2019 that were paid for by his longtime conservative ally Harlan Crow.



Justice Alito has also been under scrutiny after The New York Times reported that a flag seen as sympathetic to the "Stop the Steal" movement was flown at his Virginia home. But he has refused to recuse himself from cases related to the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol, saying the flag was flown by his wife.



The legislation would impose new reporting rules and establish a process for filing ethics complaints against justices, with the complaints heard by a board of federal appeals court justices.



Mr. Graham said that concept was unworkable and would put lower court judges in the position of policing "their bosses." The legislation also seeks to impose new requirements on recusal and public disclosure mandates on those filing amicus briefs in federal courts to show the financial backing for those making the arguments.



The fight over the court has badly divided the Judiciary Committee. Republicans argue the Democratic proposals are unconstitutional attempts to assert power over a separate branch of government.



Democrats say ample precedent exists for Congress playing a role in establishing rules for the court, but concede that their options are few, given blanket Republican opposition.



They are also trying to confirm about three dozen new federal judges by the end of the year and fear that upheaval over the court could slow that drive.
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Southern Baptists Reject Tighter Ban on Women in Pastoral Posts



The denomination voted against adding language to its constitution saying that "only men" could be affirmed or employed "as any kind of pastor or elder as qualified by Scripture."




Attendees at the Southern Baptist meeting in Indianapolis voted on resolutions concerning several contentious issues.




By Ruth Graham


Jun 12, 2024


Southern Baptists rejected a move on Wednesday to crack down on congregations with women in pastoral leadership. The vote dealt an unexpected rebuke to a hard-right faction that has been jockeying for influence in the country's largest Protestant denomination.



The amendment that was put to a vote on Wednesday at the denomination's annual meeting in Indianapolis would have added language to the denomination's constitution saying that "only men" could be affirmed or employed "as any kind of pastor or elder as qualified by Scripture."



The amendment's language echoes the Southern Baptist statement of faith. Adding the language to the denomination's constitution would have strengthened enforcement, and its proponents say, would have streamlined the denomination's ability to oust individual churches that employ women with titles like "children's pastor."



With almost 13 million church members across the United States, the Southern Baptist Convention has long been a bellwether for American evangelicalism. Its reliably conservative membership makes it a powerful political force, and its debates have attracted widespread interest from outside commentators and politicians this year.



The convention also elected a new president on Wednesday morning: Clint Pressley, the pastor of Hickory Grove Baptist Church in North Carolina. He is an establishment conservative who has pledged to tamp down heightened rhetoric among Southern Baptists, and he supported the amendment.



On Tuesday, delegates voted overwhelmingly to expel a church in Virginia that has a female pastor for women and children.



For opponents of the amendment, the expulsion showed that the existing system for keeping women out of the pulpit was effective and the amendment was not needed. Last year, Southern Baptists 
ejected five churches
 with female lead or senior pastors, including one of its most prominent congregations, Saddleback Church in Southern California.



"We have shown that the mechanisms we currently have are sufficient to deal with this question," Spence Shelton, a pastor in North Carolina, said from the floor in opposition to the amendment. He pointed out that recently ousted churches include a small church, a very large one, and a historic one, suggesting that Southern Baptists are not afraid to take decisive action.



For the amendment's vocal boosters, opposition to women pastors draws a line in the sand against the encroachment of more sweeping signs of progressivism, including acceptance of homosexuality and transgender identities.



"If we compromise our message, we will corrode our mission," Mike Law, the pastor in Virginia who proposed the amendment, said on Tuesday at a lunch meeting that concluded in prayer for the amendment's passage. "If we want the big giant ship of the Southern Baptist Convention to go for the long haul, a little leak is not OK. And the leak is growing."



In their view, slow-moving and scattershot expulsions of churches that employ women as head pastors was not sufficient for such a core issue.
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A Former Close Friend of Senator Menendez Testifies Against Him



Philip Sellinger, the U.S. attorney for the District of New Jersey, was a guest at Senator Robert Menendez's wedding in 2020.




Philip R. Sellinger, the U.S. attorney for the District of New Jersey, was once a close ally of Senator Robert Menendez.




By Tracey Tully and Benjamin Weiser


Jun 12, 2024


Philip R. Sellinger, New Jersey's top federal prosecutor, was called to the witness stand on Wednesday to testify in the bribery trial of Senator Robert Menendez, his onetime close friend, fund-raiser and political ally.



Mr. Sellinger's testimony is expected to focus on how he got his job as U.S. attorney for the District of New Jersey -- and whether he and Mr. Menendez discussed any strings attached to his promotion to one of the country's most prestigious legal posts.



Mr. Menendez, a Democrat, is accused in a federal indictment of trying to steer Mr. Sellinger into the U.S. attorney's job on the condition that he go easy on Fred Daibes, a New Jersey real estate developer who had been charged with bank fraud by the office that Mr. Sellinger now leads.



Presidents, in selecting U.S. attorneys and federal judges, traditionally defer to their party's senior senator in a state -- in this case, Mr. Menendez.



Mr. Sellinger and Mr. Menendez have a long history in New Jersey.



Mr. Sellinger donated prodigiously to the senator's campaigns. And in October 2020, when Mr. Menendez married Nadine Menendez, Mr. Sellinger was among a small group of friends who showered him and his new wife with wedding gifts.



After Joseph R. Biden Jr. was elected president the following month, Mr. Sellinger was on Mr. Menendez's short list to be nominated to become New Jersey's top federal prosecutor, a selection process that is customarily led by each state's U.S. senators.



But prosecutors have said that Mr. Menendez also tried to exact a promise from Mr. Sellinger to drop a case involving Mr. Daibes, who in 2018 was 
accused of scheming to defraud a bank
 he had founded.



Mr. Menendez is in his fifth week of trial in Federal District Court in Manhattan where prosecutors have accused him and Ms. Menendez of conspiring to take cash, gold, a luxury car and other bribes collectively worth hundreds of thousands of dollars in return for the senator agreeing to dispense political favors abroad and at home.



Mr. Menendez, 70, is being tried with Mr. Daibes and another businessman, Wael Hana. Prosecutors say both men were pivotal in funneling bribes to the senator and Ms. Menendez, 57.



Her trial has been postponed until the summer because she is being treated for breast cancer. All four defendants have pleaded not guilty.
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New York City Might Finally Curb Broker Fees for Renters



A majority of the City Council supports a bill that would transfer the cost of most broker fees from renters to landlords.




A City Council bill would rein in broker fee costs, which can run to thousands of dollars for renters in New York City.




By Emma G. Fitzsimmons


Jun 12, 2024


It is an expensive New York City rite of passage that greets generations of renters eager to find an apartment: the dreaded broker fee.



The fee can rise well into the thousands of dollars -- on top of a security deposit and first month's rent -- providing a culture shock to people from other cities, where landlords typically pay broker fees for rentals.



Now the City Council is seeking to rein in the fees, and a majority of council members support a bill seeking to transfer the costs to landlords. A key hearing for the bill, which would 
require whoever hires a broker to pay the fee
, is scheduled for Wednesday.



At a time when rents have soared, it can 
easily cost more than $10,000
 just to get the keys to an apartment. The hefty broker fee is a one-time payment that is typically between 10 to 15 percent of the annual lease amount. For an apartment in Manhattan, where the median rental price is $4,200 per month, the fee could be as high as $7,500.



Councilman Chi Osse, who 
shared his own struggle to find an affordable apartment in Brooklyn
, said that some business leaders and labor unions were supporting the bill because the city has become so unaffordable.



"It's an additional fee in an already expensive and competitive market," he said. "It's holding a lot of people back from finding new homes, and it's pushing people out of the city."



The bill has 33 sponsors in the 51-member City Council, one vote away from a veto-proof majority that might be necessary if Mayor Eric Adams -- an ally of real-estate interests -- were to veto it. The coalition behind the bill now includes Bradley Tusk, a venture capitalist and former adviser to Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg; the left-leaning Working Families Party; and the 
Central Labor Council
, which includes DC 37 and 1199 SEIU.



The City Council speaker, Adrienne Adams, has not taken a position on the bill, but she appears open to it.



William Fowler, a spokesman for the mayor, said that Mr. Adams was committed to addressing the housing crisis and noted that renters are not required to pay broker fees in city-financed affordable housing.



"We are reviewing the legislation and taking time to understand any potential impacts," he said.



The powerful Real Estate Board of New York, the industry's main lobbying arm, opposes the bill and 
plans to hold a rally
 at City Hall on Wednesday. The group has argued that if landlords were forced to absorb the broker fees, they would simply pass the cost on to renters by raising rents.



Ryan Monell, a vice president for the real estate board, said in an interview that the best way to solve the housing crisis is to increase the housing supply, and his group supports the mayor's "City of Yes" 
housing proposal
.



"If we're looking to solve for rising costs, we think this bill goes in the opposite direction," he said.



Mr. Adams, a Democrat who once proclaimed, "I am real estate," said at a news conference on Tuesday that he worked as a real estate agent when he was a police officer and understood the industry's concerns.



"I used to spend sometimes a whole day taking a potential tenant around to 12 different locations," he said, adding: "It's a lot of work."



Broker fees were 
briefly banned in early 2020
 under sweeping rent protection laws passed by the State Legislature. But the Real Estate Board of New York City 
filed a lawsuit
 and broker fees were reinstated.



New York's broker-fee framework was established well before the internet age, during a time when landlords and brokers were the gatekeepers to rental units and earned fees for hustling to list apartments in different publications, answering calls, arranging tours and handling the paperwork. But today, most renters find an apartment online or through word of mouth, and many never meet a broker.



The Council bill does not affect apartment sales, where fees are often paid to agents representing the seller and the buyer.



Cory Epstein, a spokesman for Mr. Tusk, said in a statement that broker fees keep smart young people out of New York City -- "people who will go on to start businesses, create great works of art and change the world."



"Otherwise, we just end up with a city of management consultants and investment bankers and who wants that?" he said.



Mr. Osse, 26, the Council's only Gen Z member, has used TikTok to rally support for the bill. His clever videos have 
received hundreds of thousands of views
 and a flood of comments, including one featuring the 
actress Ilana Glazer from the television show "Broad City
."



The Real Estate Board's 
video defending broker fees
 had received fewer than 300 views as of Tuesday.
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Eric Adams Praised a Reporter's Body. It Wasn't His First Such Remark.



Mayor Eric Adams told a journalist that it looked like he was working out and complimented his "summer body."




Mayor Eric Adams, an avowed health devotee, has frequently made public comments about people's appearances.




By Emma G. Fitzsimmons


Jun 12, 2024


When a young journalist tried recently to ask Mayor Eric Adams a question about pro-Palestinian demonstrations, Mr. Adams took the exchange in an unusual direction.



"You look like you've been working out, man," the mayor said at his news conference on Tuesday. "You've got that summer body going."



One of the mayor's top female advisers sitting near him at City Hall 
shook her head in disbelief
. Another deputy mayor looked down and covered her eyes.



For Mr. Adams, the comment was hardly extraordinary. He often remarks about people's physical appearance or clothing at work events, and everyone is fair game: reporters, constituents and even members of his administration.



As he speaks with pride on how many of his top cabinet officials are women, he has also noted how they lead while wearing high heels, mentioning Louboutin shoes with their signature red soles.



"These are huge shoes to fill, but these two ladies in their red bottoms, they're going to bring their own pair," he said.



As Mr. Adams praised the city's outdoor dining program last summer, 
he suggested
 an ancillary benefit.



"You may drive by and you may see eye candy sitting down somewhere," he said. "You may want to park and come and slip them your number."



Mayor Adams is far from the only notable elected official who has been criticized for making comments that seem inappropriate. President Biden has made 
remarks about people's physical appearance
. Former President Donald J. Trump 
often mocks people's physical appearance
 and has been accused of sexual misconduct.



The Department of Justice 
found that former Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo
 subjected female employees to a "sexually hostile work environment," made unwanted comments and gave preferential treatment to some employees based on their physical appearance.



Mr. Adams, a Democrat, was himself accused in a lawsuit of sexually assaulting a colleague in 1993 when he was a police officer. 



Fabien Levy, a deputy mayor and the chief spokesman for Mr. Adams, said the mayor "would never intentionally make someone feel uncomfortable. He's a warm and engaging person who talks to New Yorkers the way any regular New Yorker speaks to one another."



Not everyone agrees. Marissa Jackson Sow, a law professor at the University of Richmond School of Law and a former deputy commissioner at New York City's Commission on Human Rights, said the mayor's comments violated the city's own 
guidance on sexual harassment
. City employees are provided training about not creating a hostile work environment.



"When you are putting attention on someone's physique and appearance, it can make that person uncomfortable in their workplace," she said. "It doesn't matter if it was in jest -- it's not about intent. It's about impact."



Ms. Jackson Sow said that it does not matter if the person was personally offended or of the same gender, and that others who witness the behavior could worry about receiving similar comments. It also sends the wrong message, she said, to city workers who might be emboldened to make similar comments to others.



Erica Vladimer, a co-founder of a 
group that combats sexual harassment in Albany
, said the mayor's comments were "tone deaf and unnecessary" and "make it harder for people to do their job."



This was not the first time that Mr. Adams had singled out the young reporter, Pete Cuddihy, a college intern at Fox News, for his appearance. At a news conference in March, Mr. Cuddihy asked Mr. Adams about the city's housing crisis.



"I like that turtleneck -- people don't wear turtlenecks anymore," Mr. Adams said before suggesting that he might "rock" one himself.



A spokeswoman for Fox News sent a statement from Mr. Cuddihy that said: "Speaking only about my interaction on June 11 with Mayor Adams, I felt his comments towards me were friendly, and I did not feel uncomfortable."



Some of the mayor's comments on people's appearances might derive from his known enthusiasm about health, diet and his own physique. He has often referred to his honed midsection and is 
fond of saying
 "I don't have a six pack, I have a case. My body's tight."



But when his observations center on others, the cringe factor can escalate.



Jessica Ramos, a state senator from Queens who might run for mayor next year, said it was the mayor's job to set a tone of professionalism.



"Any mayor should know there's no swagger in making inappropriate comments about a person's body," she said. "It's offensive, distracting, antiquated and unnecessary."



The city's sexual harassment training includes an example where a manager at a clothing store tells an employee: "Your body looks amazing in that dress!" The training identifies the comment as sexual harassment.



Recent history suggests the mayor shows no sign of changing his ways. At a town hall in the Bronx in January, a woman stood to ask Mr. Adams a question about mental health services. When the mayor asked her how she was doing, she responded: "I'm fine, thank you."



Mr. Adams took the opportunity to flirt: "I didn't say how you look."



The woman laughed and replied: "All right, you better watch yourself there. Watch yourself!"
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Oklahoma Supreme Court Dismisses Tulsa Massacre Lawsuit



The last known remaining survivors of the 1921 attack by a white mob were hoping for their day in court.




Viola Ford Fletcher, middle, with Lessie Benningfield Randle, are the two last known survivors of the Tulsa Race Massacre. 




By Audra D. S. Burch


Jun 12, 2024


A historic quest for justice by the last two known survivors of the Tulsa Race Massacre ended with a state court ruling on Wednesday.



The Oklahoma Supreme Court 
affirmed
 a lower court's dismissal of their lawsuit, the final legal stop for Lessie Benningfield Randle, 109, and Viola Ford Fletcher, 110.



The women, who were small children at the time, argued that the destruction of what was then known as Black Wall Street and the massacre of up to 300 African Americans by a white mob amounted to an ongoing public nuisance, and they sought reparations.



The ruling concludes the lawsuit that Ms. Randle and Ms. Fletcher filed in 2020. Last year, another survivor of the massacre, Hughes Van Ellis, the younger brother of Ms. Fletcher, died at 102.



The justices ruled that the plaintiffs' grievances, including any lingering economic and social impact of the massacre, "do not fall within the scope of our state's public nuisance statute" and do not support a claim for reparations.



"The continuing blight alleged within the Greenwood community born out of the Massacre implicates generational-societal inequities that can only be resolved by policymakers -- not the courts," the ruling states.



In the early part of the 20th century, the Greenwood neighborhood of Tulsa was a cultural and economic success story that came to be known as Black Wall Street. On May 31, 1921, a white mob gathered outside a county courthouse in Tulsa where a young Black man was being held over allegations that he had assaulted a young white woman.



White men deputized by the civil officials assaulted the neighborhood from the ground and the sky. 
Within two days, Greenwood was no more
: 35 city blocks were reduced to heaping ashes, up to 300 of its citizens were dead and thousands were left homeless. The attack erased generational wealth that had been built at a time of great racial oppression.



No person or entity was ever held responsible, and no survivors were compensated for their losses.



The lawsuit
, filed under Oklahoma's public nuisance law, contended that the massacre's impact continues to be felt acutely more than a century later. Damario Solomon-Simmons, the lead lawyer for the survivors, said the city's enduring racial disparities, economic inequalities, and trauma among survivors and their descendants are evidence of the massacre's long reach.



State and local officials have argued that while the massacre was horrific, they should not be held accountable for events that happened in 1921.



The lawsuit named the Tulsa County sheriff, county commissioners and the Oklahoma Military Department, which administers the Oklahoma Army and Air National Guard as defendants.



Judge Caroline Wall, a district court judge, who had ruled in May 2022 that the case 
could proceed
, dismissed it in July 2023 on procedural grounds. Lawyers for the city argued that "simply being connected to a historical event does not provide a person with unlimited rights to seek compensation from any project in any way related to that historical event."



The following month, the Oklahoma Supreme Court 
agreed to hear an appeal
 of the lower court's dismissal. On April 2, Mr. Solomon-Simmons stood before the nine justices and asked that the case be allowed to proceed. Ms. Fletcher and Ms. Randle attended the proceeding.



"On the one side, you have 109-year-old plaintiffs who are the last two survivors of the massacre," he said. "On the other side, you have the perpetrators of the massacre who for 103 years have escaped any liability and who deny to this day that they caused the destruction which these survivors witnessed with their own eyes."



Lawyers representing the defendants argued that the two survivors lacked standing and that in 1921 when the massacre occurred, governmental agencies involved were shielded from liability by sovereign immunity.



In a joint statement issued before the April 2 hearing, Ms. Randle and Ms. Fletcher said, "We are grateful that their now-weary bodies have held on long enough to witness an America, and an 
Oklahoma
, that provides race massacre survivors with the opportunity to access the legal system."



"Many have come before us who have knocked and banged on the courthouse doors, only to be turned around."



In an interview with The New York Times before her legal team filed one of its final court motions last year, Ms. Randle said justice was overdue.



"I would like to see justice," she said from her Tulsa residence in November. "It's past time. I would like to see this all cleared up and we go down the right road. But I do not know if I will ever see that."
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Miami President Named as Next U.C.L.A. Chancellor



Julio Frenk, a public health expert who has led the University of Miami since 2015, will take over the elite Los Angeles school that has been rocked by protests this spring.




Julio Frenk will become the first Latino to lead the University of California, Los Angeles, whose student body is one of the nation's most diverse.




By Jill Cowan and Billy Witz


Jun 12, 2024


Julio Frenk, a public health expert who has led the University of Miami since 2015, was named on Wednesday as the next permanent chancellor of the University of California, Los Angeles. He will oversee an elite public institution still reeling from intense protests and a violent attack on student demonstrators that occurred this spring.



Dr. Frenk will become the first Latino to lead U.C.L.A., whose student body is one of American higher education's most diverse. He will succeed Gene Block, who will step down at the end of July.



Dr. Block's 17-year tenure saw the university enhance its academic reputation by attracting more research dollars and top-notch students, but it ended with outcry over his administration's response to pro-Palestinian demonstrations.



"We've had a lot of controversy and a lot of things going on," Richard Leib, chairman of the University of California Board of Regents, told Dr. Frenk on Wednesday. "You're a man of healing who can help bring this campus together."



Dr. Frenk, 70, was born in Mexico City -- his grandparents had fled Germany in the 1930s -- and served as Mexico's secretary of health from 2002 to 2006. Soon after, he became the dean of Harvard's School of Public Health; he left that post in 2015 to take over at the University of Miami.



Every previous chancellor of U.C.L.A has been a white male, a record that stood in contrast to the school's rich history of racial and ethnic diversity. The city's first Black mayor, Tom Bradley, was an alumnus, as were the athletic and civil rights icons Jackie Robinson and Arthur Ashe.



Dr. Frenk will not become chancellor until January. The University of California Board of Regents appointed Darnell Hunt, the executive vice chancellor and provost of U.C.L.A., to serve as interim chancellor, starting in August and lasting until Dr. Frenk arrives.



"Students are here to thrive, to learn," Dr. Frenk said in a news conference Wednesday. "It's a once-in-a lifetime opportunity. They need to have an environment that allows and enables learning. We need to balance that with a very clear commitment to free expression."



He added that "there's no room for any kind of harassment and discrimination in that freedom of expression."



Mostly, though, Dr. Frenk projected a cautious tone during the news conference, where he sat alongside Mr. Leib and Michael Drake, the president of the University of California system. Dr. Frenk said he wanted to listen to all constituencies, and spoke in generalities even when asked how he had bridged divides in the past. 



U.C.L.A. is considered one of the jewels of California higher education, and competition for coveted places in its undergraduate classes has grown ever more intense. The university admitted just 9 percent of applicants for the freshman class that entered last fall.



The university's athletic teams are joining the Big Ten Conference, which will bring in more revenue for the school but will also require far more travel across the country than in past years, when their opponents were concentrated in the West.



Dr. Frenk has not always been a popular figure in Miami. In 2021, he was condemned by the University of Miami's faculty senate for firing the dean of the law school. He also drew criticism from fans of Miami's proud football team, who said he did not care enough about athletics. (Dr. Block has faced similar criticism at U.C.L.A., where the athletic program has run at a deficit in recent years.)



But Dr. Frenk was not tested in Miami by anything like the protests that have roiled his future campus in recent months. 



In April, a protest encampment that sprawled across a central quad at U.C.L.A. was allowed to stand for several days, in marked contrast with the University of Southern California, where administrators called in Los Angeles Police Department officers to arrest protesters within hours after an encampment began there.




Pro-Palestinian demonstrators established a tent encampment at the University of California, Los Angeles in April.




The U.C.L.A. encampment attracted one of the nation's largest counterprotests from Israel supporters, who held a rally next to the encampment and erected a large monitor displaying images of the Oct. 7 terrorist attack on Israel by Hamas. Some Jewish students said that pro-Palestinian protesters had started to block their access to certain parts of campus.



Then, on the night of April 30, a large group of people whom Dr. Block later described as "instigators," and who appeared largely to be unaffiliated with the university, attacked the pro-Palestinian encampment, shooting fireworks and beating some protesters. Law enforcement officers stood by for hours without intervening. The following night, police officers in riot gear dismantled the pro-Palestinian and pro-Israel encampments and arrested more than 200 people.



Dr. Block 
narrowly avoided a formal rebuke
 by the faculty's governing body over the university's handling of the matter. When he was called to 
testify before a congressional committee
 about how universities have combated antisemitism on their campuses, Dr. Block, who is Jewish, said the university should have dismantled the pro-Palestinian encampment earlier.



College leaders across the country are facing profound challenges, including budget shortfalls, political polarization and turbulence on campus. An 
unusually large number of American universities now have vacancies at the top to fill
.



Security has been tight on the U.C.L.A. campus since the first encampment was dismantled in early May. More than 20 pro-Palestinian protesters 
were arrested on the campus Monday night
.



On Wednesday, the Luskin Center, the campus building where the University of California regents voted to appoint Dr. Frenk, was surrounded by a chain-link fence. Dozens of security guards stood at entrances to the center, and police officers patrolled the grounds. Outside the building, about 100 members of the University of California system's largest employee union, which went on strike at some campuses over the treatment of pro-Palestinian protesters, waved signs and chanted. 



Jonathan Wolfe
 contributed reporting from Los Angeles. 
Kirsten Noyes
 contributed research.
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Howard Fineman, Veteran Political Journalist and TV Pundit, Dies at 75



From his beginnings with a daily newspaper, he moved easily through Newsweek magazine to cable news and, later, to the frontiers of online journalism.




Howard Fineman in 2008. He was one of the first Washington journalists to recognize the impact that cable news would have on their industry, just as the medium was taking off in the early 1980s.




By Clay Risen


Jun 12, 2024


Howard Fineman, a witty, encyclopedic political reporter who dominated the fast-evolving world of Washington journalism for nearly 40 years, moving effortlessly from daily news coverage to the pages of Newsweek magazine to cable news punditry and later to the frontiers of online journalism, died on Tuesday at his home in Washington. He was 75.



The cause was pancreatic cancer, his son, Nick, said.



After beginning his career at The Louisville Courier-Journal in Kentucky in the early 1970s, Mr. Fineman arrived in Washington in the late '70s, writing first for The Courier-Journal and then for Newsweek, where he spent nearly 30 years as a reporter and editor.



He was part of what might be called the post-post-Watergate generation of journalists. No longer directly fired by the scrappy, crusading spirit of the young Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein, Mr. Fineman and his cohort brought a polished professionalism to their task matched with a dogged ambition that fit the Ronald Reagan era in Washington.



It was a more collegial time, both between political parties and between them and the news media. Mr. Fineman soon gained renown as one of the fastest and most productive reporters, able to work sources for the sort of slow, steady drip of scoops that define success among Washington journalists.



His work helped Newsweek stand out at a time that many people consider a golden age for newsmagazines. Alongside colleagues like Gloria Borger, Michael Isikoff and Evan Thomas, Mr. Fineman created a weekly report that blended breaking news with measured analysis and context, setting the tone for how people in Washington and the nation discussed them.



"He believed in the story, always attuned to where the political conversation was headed," the historian Jon Meacham, who worked with Mr. Fineman at Newsweek, said in an email. "Howard was what was known as a master 'violinist,' the lead voice of the magazine responsible for writing the piece that served as the overture to everything that followed."



Mr. Fineman prided himself on being an early adopter of anything that might help him pursue the news. He was, he said, among the very first Washington reporters to own a laptop computer: 
the TRS-80 Model 100
, which had enough storage for about 10 pages of text, along with a modem to connect him to his Newsweek editors.




Mr. Fineman in 2012 at the annual Conservative Political Action Conference, CPAC, in Washington. He was known as one of the fastest and most productive reporters in the capital. 




He was one of the first Washington journalists to recognize the impact that cable news would have on their industry, just as the medium was taking off in the early 1980s. CNN and later Fox and MSNBC were eager for clever, telegenic, informed pundits to fill talk-show seats, and Mr. Fineman was all three.



He was a regular on shows like "Hardball with Chris Matthews" on CNBC and MSNBC and "Washington Week" on PBS; later, he was a common sight on satirical news programs like "The Daily Show" and "The Colbert Report."



"He was a pioneer in making the transition between a time when print was the most powerful force to a time when TV took over," E.J. Dionne, at the time a reporter for The New York Times and now a columnist for The Washington Post, said in an interview.



Mr. Fineman estimated that in the late 1990s he made some 200 TV appearances related to President Bill Clinton and the Monica Lewinsky scandal alone. So ingrained was he in the talk-show ecosystem that he achieved that most elusive of Washington accolades, as the butt of a well-worn joke: "If Howard Fineman's here, who's on TV?"




Mr. Fineman and the MSNBC host Rachel Maddow on the set in January 2008. Mr. Fineman was a regular on TV political talk shows.




Politicians could be equally abrasive. After Mr. Fineman declared in 1999 that George W. Bush had all but captured the Republican presidential nomination over his closest rival, Senator John S. McCain of Arizona, the senator called Mr. Fineman a "gasbag" who had no understanding of the warp and weft of America outside Washington.



Mr. Fineman was unshaken. He called Mr. McCain immediately to patch things up, telling the senator that he was right about Beltway insularity -- but also that he was no fan of the East Coast bubble either, and that he had already traveled thousands of miles covering the nascent campaign season.



As a conciliatory gesture, Mr. McCain sent Mr. Fineman a pair of red boxing gloves.



Indeed, Mr. Fineman remained proud of his professional roots in Kentucky, where he had learned to cover politics and policy, as well as to write quickly on deadline. He covered energy and the environment for four years at The Courier-Journal, including the infamous toxic landfill discovered at Love Canal, near Niagara Falls, N.Y., in 1977.



"That was as good a place as any to get a grounding in what the next half century of American politics was going to be about," he said in an interview for this obituary last year. "The rise of Reagan, the rise of the conservatives, and what we now think of as the anti-woke movement, if you will, all of that has its weight in the South."



The Courier-Journal sent him to Washington in December 1977. After jumping to Newsweek in 1980 (and getting a law degree in his off hours), he served as political correspondent, chief political correspondent, senior editor and deputy Washington bureau chief.




Mr. Fineman, center, at a party after the 2017 White House Correspondents Dinner in Washington. He spoke with Senator Bob Casey, Democrat of Pennsylvania, left, and the broadcast journalist Chris Matthews.




By the 2000s he was a reliable fixture of what had become the old-school Washington journalistic establishment, centered on print and cable news. Many were surprised when, in 2010, he left Newsweek for The Huffington Post, which was just beginning to build its news operation. Once again, he had sensed an epochal shift underway in political journalism, as digital media unraveled the rhythms and mores imposed by the printed page.



"It really wasn't a difficult decision at all once I really began to think about it, because this is where the action is," he told The New York Times in 2010. "The chance to dive headlong into the future is one that I don't think anyone could pass up."



In 2009, just before leaving Newsweek, Mr. Fineman published a book, "The Thirteen American Arguments: Enduring Debates That Define and Inspire Our Country." The book offered a sweeping tour through some of the country's longstanding cleavages, but it also served as a sort of road map to Mr. Fineman's perspective on his career's abiding subject.



"Democracy is rough and nasty," he told the newspaper The Jewish Weekly in 2009. "We were the first country founded on the idea that nobody has the ultimate answer in public life. In order to figure out what we have to do, we have to discuss it, we have to argue it. The country was born in a debate about our society."



Howard David Fineman was born on Nov. 19, 1948, in Pittsburgh. His father, Charles, worked for the Dexter Shoe Co., and his mother, Jean (Lederman) Fineman, was an English teacher.



He married 
Amy Nathan
, a tech lawyer, in 1981. In addition to his son, Nick, a senior producer at MSNBC, Mr. Fineman is survived by his wife; their daughter, Meredith Fineman, an author and speaker; and his sister, Beth Fineman Schroeter.



Mr. Fineman liked to joke that his disputatious father had prepared him for his career in journalism and, especially, in TV punditry.



"There's a direct line from my table to 'Hardball,'" he told The Jewish Weekly. "My dad was like Chris Matthews because he would both ask and answer his own questions."




Mr. Fineman, left, was a student at Colgate University when he joined a protest against U.S. policies in Southeast Asia. He graduated in 1970.




He studied English at Colgate University, where he edited the school newspaper, and graduated in 1970. A travel scholarship allowed him to 
venture across Eastern Europe
 and the Middle East, pursuing his family's Jewish roots.



After he returned, he received a master's degree in journalism from Columbia, in 1973. He received his law degree from the University of Louisville in 1980.



Mr. Fineman left The Huffington Post in 2018. He became a political analyst for NBC and MSNBC and taught a class at the University of Pennsylvania's Annenberg School of Communication called "New Media Journalism and Politics in the Trump Era."



He also grew more skeptical of the vision for America that he laid out in his 2013 book. Having gone through the last decade of polarization and partisan vitriol, it was, he said in 2024, "naive" to think that a common sense of political good will was still a given, or that freewheeling debate would produce progress.



And he worried that the desire for fame and fortune had gutted the political journalism corps, just as technological and social change were tearing apart the traditional news media. But, he added, only a re-energized news industry can reverse the country's downward course.



"We are in what I view as a new global world war for control of the search for truth," he said. "We have to mobilize our truth-seeking strength to survive, for America and democracy to survive."



Alex Traub
 contributed reporting.
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Fumihiko Maki, Honored Architect of Understated Buildings, Dies at 95



A Pritzker Prize winner, he designed notable projects in his native Japan and in the U.S., including 4 World Trade Center and the M.I.T. Media Lab's new home.




Fumihiko Maki with a model of Tower 4 of the World Trade Center in 2006. He was almost 80 when construction began on the project.




By Fred A. Bernstein


Jun 12, 2024


Fumihiko Maki, an architect who designed many notable, subtly detailed buildings in his native Japan and several in the United States, including a new home for M.I.T.'s renowned Media Lab, a university art museum in St. Louis and Tower 4 of the World Trade Center, died on June 6. He was 95.



His death was announced on Wednesday in a statement by his firm, Maki and Associates. It provided no other details.



Mr. Maki won the Pritzker Prize, architecture's highest honor, in 1993. But of the dozens of Pritzker laureates, he was one of the least known, in part because his buildings were, like Mr. Maki himself, soft-spoken and impeccably polite. They had none of the bravado of buildings by Frank Gehry or 
Zaha Hadid
 or even his countryman Tadao Ando, who used concrete to sometimes thrilling effect.



In an interview for this obituary in 2010, Mr. Maki said his goal was not to make his buildings beautiful -- an elusive quality, he said -- but to delight their users.




Mr. Maki's M.I.T. Media Lab extension, in Cambridge, Mass., was completed in 2009 to rave reviews.




He succeeded with the M.I.T. Media Lab extension, completed 
in 2009 in Cambridge, Mass., to rave reviews
. It abuts at one edge the original Media Lab building, designed by 
I.M. Pei
.



For the extension, Mr. Maki created a series of glass-enclosed spaces that open onto large internal courtyards. Work areas are connected by zigzagging stairways, less steep than normal flights, to encourage scientists to saunter from level to level rather than take elevators. The goal, Mr. Maki said, was to get people -- and ideas -- circulating through the building.




Inside the M.I.T. Media Lab extension. The goal, he said, was to get people -- and ideas -- circulating through the building.




In 2006, Mr. Maki was chosen to design 4 World Trade Center in Lower Manhattan as part of the rebuilding effort after the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001. The building, a 1.8 million-square-foot behemoth, is nearly 1,000 feet tall. But Mr. Maki said he focused in particular on the building's base, which visitors would experience up close.



"Unlike the rest of the tower, which is skinned in reflective glass, the building's 47-foot-high lobby is clad in clear glass," David W. Dunlap wrote in The New York Times 
when the building opened in 2013
. "It almost seems to embrace the street."




Mr. Maki's 4 World Trade Center in Lower Manhattan, nearly 1,000 feet tall, is sheathed in reflective glass. It opened in 2013.




Christopher Hawthorne, the architecture critic for The Los Angeles Times at the time, 
called the building
 a "deft, thoughtful and well-made piece."



"The design of the building suggests that ground zero is a singular location," he added, "demanding unusually restrained, well-wrought and public-minded architecture and a commitment to something more important than the bottom line."



That year Mr. Maki 
also completed 51 Astor Place
, a 13-story office building in Manhattan's East Village. Covered in dark, reflective glass, the project was widely criticized as being out of place in a neighborhood of low-rise brick and brownstone buildings.




Mr. Maki's 51 Astor Place in Manhattan. It was criticized as being out of place in the East Village, a neighborhood of low-rise brick and brownstone buildings.




"Locals," The Village Voice reported, "have dubbed it the Death Star." Justin Davidson, the architecture critic for New York magazine, called it "a brooding, elegant, sharply folded office building that would be the pride of Midtown and looks utterly foreign to the East Village."



Mr. Maki completed a number of notable buildings in Japan, including a gymnasium in the coastal city of Fujisawa with a metal roof that, as Julie V. Iovine wrote in The New York Times in 2004, "suggests both an ancient warrior helmet and a hovering spaceship." His buildings in Tokyo include another spectacular gymnasium, a sword museum, a synagogue and the 
Spiral
 gallery and arts complex.




Mr Maki at the opening of 4 World Trade Center in Lower Manhattan in November 2013.




Mr. Maki's late career resurgence -- he was almost 80 when construction began on the World Trade Center project -- benefited in part from globalization. To create the facade of the tower, glass from Minnesota and aluminum mullions from South Korea were shipped to Singapore for assembly; the windows were then shipped to New York. The process allowed Mr. Maki to achieve refined details in a city where construction standards sometimes left architects disappointed.



"I am proud that, to see Maki architecture, you don't have to go to Japan," he said in the 2010 interview. "You can see it now in the United States."



Fumihiko Maki was born in Tokyo on Sept. 6, 1928. His father was a banker; his mother a homemaker and a member of the Takenaka family, which has controlled one of Japan's five major construction companies since the early 17th century.



After studying at the University of Tokyo, where he received a bachelor's degree in architecture in 1952, and the Cranbrook Academy, the art school in Bloomfield Hills, Mich., Mr. Maki attended Harvard's Graduate School of Design, where he was a protege of the architect 
Josep Lluis Sert
, then the dean.



After completing a master's degree at Harvard, he took a job as an assistant professor at Washington University in St. Louis. While there, he was asked by the university to sketch ideas for a new museum project. As Mr. Maki told the story, the benefactor, Etta Eiseman Steinberg, saw his sketches and insisted that he be allowed to design the building, which was named for her late husband. Opening in 1960, Steinberg Hall (containing a museum and library) was Mr. Maki's only building in the United States until 1993, when he completed the Yerba Buena Center for the Arts in San Francisco.



In the intervening years, he practiced in Tokyo, where he was an early member of the Metabolist movement, which proposed flexible, expandable structures simulating organic growth. He was one of the authors of the manifesto "Metabolism 1960: The Proposals for a New Urbanism," published in Japanese and English.




Mr. Maki's residential complex Hillside Terrace in Tokyo was built in six phases, beginning in 1969.




His Hillside Terrace, a housing complex in Tokyo completed in six phases from 1969 to 1992, exemplified Metabolist ideas as the project grew and changed over the decades.



"Maki is as much an urbanist as an architect," going beyond single buildings to create whole neighborhoods, said Toshiko Mori, a New York-based architect who was born in Japan and who became chair of the architecture program at Harvard's Graduate School of Design. "In Japan, his projects that embody urbanism are the most successful ones."



In 1960, Mr. Maki married Misao Matsumoto, a graduate of Vassar College. They had two daughters, Naomi and Midori, and three grandchildren.Complete information about his survivors was not immediately available.



In 2003, the United Nations invited a number of Pritzker Prize winners to submit designs for a new office tower just south of its existing Manhattan headquarters. Mr. Maki won the contest with his proposal for a white glass building. Marred by a long series of complications, the project was never built. 



Though travel was essential to his career, Mr. Maki said he envied premodern architects, who could devote their whole lives to contemplating a single place and enhancing its qualities. So he built his office overlooking Hillside Terrace in order to see it evolve over time. That decades-long experience was humbling, he said.



But there were many other places he returned to again and again, including Washington University, for which he designed two additional buildings. Other repeat clients included Novartis, the pharmaceutical company, which hired him for buildings in both Europe and the United States, and the Aga Khan Foundation, for which he designed several in Canada.



"That I could be a repeater for many clients," he said, with characteristic modesty in the 2010 interview, "was the most satisfactory aspect of my career."



Alex Traub
 contributed reporting.
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Morrie Markoff, Listed as Oldest Man in the U.S., Dies at 110



A rare supercentenarian, he remained remarkably lucid after 11 decades, even maintaining a blog. His brain has been donated for research on what's known as super-aging.




Morrie Markoff in 2023. His brain is believed to be the oldest cognitively healthy one donated for research into what's known as super-aging.




By Alex Williams


Jun 11, 2024


Morrie Markoff, a supercentenarian blogger and scrap-metal sculptor who was believed to be the oldest man in the United States and whose brain has been donated for research on what is known as super-aging, died on June 3 at his home in downtown Los Angeles. He was 110.



He had two strokes in recent weeks, his daughter, Judith Markoff Hansen, said in confirming his death.



People who live to be 110 or older are considered supercentenarians, and the Gerontology Research Group, in Los Angeles, lists 
more than 150 of them
 around the world.



Mr. Markoff, who was born in New York City on Jan. 11, 1914, six months before World War I began, joined the club this year and was regarded as the oldest living man in the United States after the death in January of 
Francis Zouein
, at 113, in California.



As of April, the 
oldest living man
 in the world is believed to be 
John Alfred Tinniswood
, of England, at 111, according to Guinness World Records. (Guinness lists 
Maria Branyas Morera
, a California native who lives in Spain, as the oldest woman in the world, at 117.)



When Mr. Markoff heard the news of his rise to the top of the list, "He just smiled and said, 'Well, someone's got to be there,'" his daughter said in an interview.



He was notable not only for his longevity but also for his unusual lucidity for his age. Up to his final months, he pored over The Los Angeles Times every morning, discussed the war in Ukraine and other world events and posted dispatches about his life on his 
blog
.



"He believed that if he kept active, he would live, and he really wanted to live,'" Ms. Hansen said.



Mr. Markoff soared over the bar of what researchers designate a 
super-ager
 -- a person over 80 whose brain seems decades younger. And that made his brain highly valuable to research, said Tish Hevel, chief executive of the 
Brain Donor Project
, a nonprofit in Naples, Fla., that is affiliated with the National Institutes of Health.



"There is a critical need for this tissue for neuroscience research," Ms. Hevel said. "One in five of us now has some kind of neurological disease or disorder, so many of which develop late in life. Scientists stand to learn so much from Mr. Markoff's tissue about remaining healthy far into old age. It is an incredible gift he gives us."




Mr. Markoff in about 2013. When he learned he was believed to be the oldest living man in the United States, "He just smiled and said, 'Well, someone's got to be there,'" his daughter said.




Morris Markoff was born in an East Harlem tenement, one of four children of Max and Rose Markoff, Jewish immigrants from Russia. His father was a cabinet maker. His mother "was a peddler selling kitchen stuff," Mr. Markoff once said in an 
interview
 posted on his blog.



His boyhood family of six shared a 400-square-foot apartment that had no closets, hot water or toilet (they used one in the hall) and was infested with vermin and bed bugs. "The burning of bed springs was a yearly ritual among tenement dwellers," he wrote in a 2017 autobiography, "Keep Breathing: Recollections From a 103-Year-Old."



He overcame infection during the 1918 Spanish Flu pandemic, which claimed the life of a brother. He remained in school through the eighth grade before training as a machinist.



In the late 1930s, Mr. Markoff moved to Los Angeles to take a job with a vacuum cleaner company. He arranged for his girlfriend, Betty Goldmintz, to move from New York, and the couple married on Nov. 4, 1938. They remained together for 81 years, until her death in 2019.



Mr. Markoff later took a new job with the company in San Francisco but was transferred back to Los Angeles before World War II. In 1943, he worked as a machinist for a defense contractor that made artillery shells. After the war, he and a partner opened a series of small-appliance businesses in Los Angeles.



Mr. Markoff, a photography enthusiast, discovered a passion for sculpting while fixing a toilet in 1960; as he removed a broken copper float, he saw that it resembled a ballerina's tutu, so he cut the float in half, soldered on some screening "and, 'voila,' it was a ballet dancer raising one leg in a practice motion," he wrote in his memoir. "I had created something." He had his 
first gallery exhibition
, in Los Angeles, at 100.



Mr. Markoff was only days from death and no longer lucid when his daughter decided that his brain should go to science; he had expressed support for organ donation, she said. It is believed to be the oldest cognitively healthy brain ever donated, Ms. Hevel said.




Mr. Markoff celebrating his 109th birthday with his family at his home. He wrote on his blog that he believed luck was a factor in his longevity.




Mr. Markoff attributed his longevity to regular walking; he and his wife, who lived to 103, often completed three miles a day into their 90s, holding hands, they joked, "to keep themselves up," his daughter said. He believed in eating simply, rarely drank alcohol and avoided water in plastic bottles.



"They believed those bottles were poison," Ms. Hansen said. When public health concerns about some bottles began to arise, she added, "he called me and said: "J, did you read the newspaper? We were ahead of our time."
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Times Insider



At D-Day Ceremonies, Thinking of One Veteran Who Wouldn't Return



While covering the 80th anniversary of the Allied invasion in northern France, a Times reporter remembers a family member.




Ste.-Mere-Eglise in Normandy, France, held its Friends of American Veterans celebration on June 3.




By Catherine Porter


Jun 11, 2024


Times Insider
 explains who we are and what we do and delivers behind-the-scenes insights into how our journalism comes together.



I found myself getting emotional these past few weeks, covering the D-Day commemorations and celebrations in Normandy.



I kept thinking of Jim Bennett.



Jim was my husband's grandfather. In the family, he was known as a Renaissance man -- an investment adviser who preferred to build boats, cook doughnuts over a wood stove and grow giant zucchinis. He was also a World War II veteran with the Canadian artillery who landed on what would become known as Juno Beach on June 6, 1944.



He was in charge of some 100 men, operating tanks whose treads left marks on the sidewalks of Courseulles-sur-Mer still visible in places today.



After the Normandy landings, he spent weeks bogged down in fighting in Caen -- a city so pounded by bombs, molten lead dripped from buildings. He didn't like to talk about the war. One of the few stories he told was of V-E Day. He found himself by a barn, and took a horse out for a ride along the beach to remind himself there was life.



He never went back to Normandy. He said his visit in 1944 was hell, and he had no need to repeat it.



I wish he had. I think he might have found it healing. He certainly would have been overwhelmed by the reception waiting for him.



As a New York Times correspondent based in Paris, I spent about a week in Normandy to cover the 80th anniversary of June 6, 1944 -- when 156,000 Allied soldiers landed on the Nazi-occupied beaches and surrounding countryside, and then moved inland. It proved a critical turning point in the war.



Among my stops was the tarmac on the little Deauville airport, where Delta Air Lines was scheduled to land, bringing 58 American veterans. On June 3, it felt a bit like a fair ground: There was an honor guard, an army band playing swing tunes from the 1930s and a local re-enactment group dressed in authentic World War II uniforms. As we waited, I wandered the crowd, doing interviews. Every single French person I talked to broke into tears -- partly because the moment stirred their own family stories of the war, but also from sheer gratitude.



Christelle Marie, a teacher at a nearby primary school who had brought her class, wept while telling me about growing up near Juno Beach. She often saw older men pacing the shoreline, searching for the exact spot where they had come ashore and witnessed a comrade die, she said.



The enormity of their pain and loss had been imprinted on her. "The duty to remember is so important," she said, weeping. "It's an honor to be here."



At 47, she was born decades after the war.



I wondered how Jim would have processed her words. Would it have removed a small bit of his pain?



In all the little towns and villages, the sense of adoration for the 200 or so returning World War II veterans bordered on mania. It was like they were aging rock stars, come to give concerts.



I had just finished writing a 
story
 about the little town of Ste.-Mere-Eglise, and its relationship with American paratroopers, when I saw a veterans' parade on its packed schedule. I drove back there to see it, and found a parking spot in a far-off farm field. From the distance, the small central square looked like a thronging ant hive. It was packed shoulder-to-shoulder with thousands of people.



When I later asked Jim O'Brien, 99, what the experience of the crowd was like, he responded: "Overwhelming. I'd like to do that every day."



But Henry Kolinek Jr., 98, told me it was too much for him. "I'm a shy guy," said Mr. Kolinek, who goes by H.J., and who flew 37 missions over France, Belgium and Germany as a tail gunner in a bomber. This was his first time back in Normandy since the war.



I thought again about Jim. I wondered how he would have reacted to all the love and gratitude. One Thanksgiving dinner, I was asking him about the war, when his wife asked what we were discussing in such a conspiratorial way, our heads together. "Catherine was just asking me about sex," he responded, sparking uproarious laughter.



I don't think he'd have taken well to all that attention for what he did during a war he worked so hard to forget. But maybe the experience could have offered a balm.



Jim died in 2009. He was 90.



On June 6, I went to the ceremony set inside the American Cemetery in Colleville-sur-Mer, to hear President Biden's remarks. The sun was bright and full. The graves of 9,388 soldiers dotted the grass, row after row, around us. One veteran said when he looked at them, he saw his former comrades waving to him.




President Emmanuel Macron of France awarded the American World War II veteran Joseph Miller the Legion of Honor on June 6.




The veterans, of course, were the stars of the event. Many wore heavy-knit scarves around their necks and blankets over their shoulders. It was clear that for many, this would be their last time here in Normandy. Their average age is 100.



President Emmanuel Macron of France awarded 11 of those present the Legion of Honor -- the country's highest award.



Each man struggled to stand for the moment. After pinning the large medal with a large red ribbon on each veteran's chests, Mr. Macron gripped them by the shoulder's tightly, and then leaned down to give each "la bise" -- two kisses, one for each cheek.



I wasn't the only one in the press area crying.



Everyone in the crowd wanted to kiss them, too.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/11/reader-center/d-day-family.html
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Quotation of the Day: For Even the Best Sherpas, There Is No Escaping the Danger


Jun 13, 2024


"I will keep climbing mountains. I have no other options."



PASDAWA SHERPA
, the youngest, and the last remaining, of four brothers, on having to persevere as a mountain guide in Nepal even after the death of his brother Tenjen Lama Sherpa in an avalanche.
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Corrections: June 13, 2024



Corrections that appeared in print on Thursday, June 13, 2024.


Jun 13, 2024


FRONT PAGE



An 
article
 on Wednesday about Dao Yin, a candidate who may have exploited an oversight weakness in New York's new matching-funds campaign system misattributed a quote from a supposed donor to Mr. Yin. The person quoted was Faaizah Abdul-Mani, not Fazia Butt.



INTERNATIONAL



An 
article
 on Wednesday about President Biden's deployment of another Patriot missile system to Ukraine misstated the number of Patriot systems that Germany has deployed in Ukraine. It has so far sent two, and has announced plans to deploy a third by the end of the month.



An 
article
 on Tuesday about the investigation of Gustavo Gorriti, a Peruvian journalist, misstated who is conducting the investigation. Mr. Gorriti is being investigated by a prosecutor in the attorney general's office, not by Peru's attorney general.



Errors are corrected during the press run whenever possible, so some errors noted here may not have appeared in all editions.



To contact the newsroom regarding correction requests, please email 
nytnews@nytimes.com
. To share feedback, please visit 
nytimes.com/readerfeedback
.



Comments on opinion articles may be emailed to 
letters@nytimes.com
.



For newspaper delivery questions: 1-800-NYTIMES (1-800-698-4637) or email 
customercare@nytimes.com
.
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Jessica Lange and Paula Vogel on Breaking, and Keeping, the Family Contract



In the Tony-nominated "Mother Play," the writer conjures warm memories and thorny ones, not to judge her mother, but to understand -- and to forgive.




Jessica Lange, left, is up for a Tony Award for portraying a fictionalized version of the mother of the playwright Paula Vogel.




By Laura Collins-Hughes


Jun 12, 2024


It is one of life's great strokes of luck to have an excellent mother. The playwright Paula Vogel didn't get one. The actress Jessica Lange did: sweet and nurturing, accepting of her children, the kind of mom the other kids wished was theirs.



"I had a perfect mother," Lange, 75, said on a June afternoon in a lounge at the Helen Hayes Theater in Midtown Manhattan, her tone making clear that she wasn't boasting or being hyperbolic. She was simply stating a fact, one that she realizes is "beyond fortunate," and sets her own warm familial dynamic apart from that of the characters in Vogel's "
Mother Play: A Play in Five Evictions
." At the drama's center is a painfully less than ideal parent. Lange is 
up for a Tony Award
 for portraying her.



To Vogel, 72, a Pulitzer Prize winner for "
How I Learned to Drive
," a backward-spooling 1997 memory play 
inspired by her uncle
, the scenario of a mother who doesn't exactly throw herself into the job is as familiar as her personal past: autobiography spun into drama.



"I'm the kid that found other friends' mothers, and went home with them after school," she recalled, perched across a high, round-topped table from Lange. "I remember once coming into a friend's house drenched from the rain, and her mother brought me a bathrobe and said, 'Take your clothes off in the bathroom. I'm drying your clothes.' I'm like" -- and here Vogel channeled a child's voice, wonder-struck -- "'You 
are
? You'd do that for me?'"




Lange in "Mother Play" with Celia Keenan-Bolger, who plays a younger, fictionalized version of Vogel.




Still, "Mother Play," a best-play Tony nominee, is not an exercise in demonization or revenge. Condemning Phyllis, the mother -- who shares Vogel's mother's name -- is not the point. Understanding her is.



For Lange, who has three grown children whom she considers her chief priority, that means making sense of some irrevocable betrayals by Phyllis of her daughter and, most profoundly, her son.



"You cannot judge this character as you're playing her," Lange said. "But there are elements of Phyllis, there are decisions that she makes in life, that are as foreign to me as anything I could ever imagine."



Vogel calls "Mother Play," a Second Stage Theater production that is slated to end 
its limited Broadway run
 on Sunday, "the prequel" to her 1992 play, "The Baltimore Waltz." A heartbroken comic fantasia about a brother, Carl, and a sister, Anna, "The Baltimore Waltz" is dedicated to the memory of Vogel's brother Carl, who died of AIDS in 1988.



In the decades-spanning "Mother Play," set in the Washington area where Vogel grew up, Carl (Jim Parsons, Tony-nominated for his performance) is Phyllis's doted-on darling boy. He is also the tenacious champion of his worshipful younger sister, Martha (Celia Keenan-Bolger, likewise), a fictionalized version of Vogel. And he is the child cast out when Phyllis breaks what Vogel described as "a contract of parenting and family," which is "that you take care of your family when they're dying, regardless."



In a telephone interview, Keenan-Bolger noted that "most of our great American plays about families were written by sons in their 30s and 40s."



"To have a family play about a mother written by a daughter in her 70s feels significant to me," she said, "particularly since this play centers a lot around forgiveness. Age has such an impact on the way that we're able to view our parents and their shortcomings."



Yet as Tina Landau, the production's director, pointed out in a separate interview, the play inhabits a theatrical universe whose unconventionality is a Vogel hallmark.



"As a memory play," Landau said, "it's not steeped in sepia and nostalgia. It's vibrant colors and it's quick switches and it's crazy music and it's dancing cockroaches."



Phyllis, inside that universe, is a witty if reluctant mother -- a divorced secretary, fond of martinis and cigarettes, who'd had her children in a time when getting married and starting a family seemed almost inevitable in women's lives: more fate than choice. She makes her entrance in a roach-infested apartment when a chair swivels around, revealing her. That's how Phyllis appeared as Vogel began writing the play, which had been percolating in her mind for more than 15 years.



"When that happened," she said, "it's maybe the second page of the script, and I got to see her again, I went, 'Oh, there she is!'"



A surprising amount of delight animated her voice as she recounted that, given the searing memories that the play revisits -- alongside charming ones, like the mutual adoration in Phyllis and Carl's relationship, and healing ones, where we see the family contract faithfully upheld. In any case, it makes emotional sense to Vogel.




"I do love my mother," Vogel said. "I walked through the door and I knew it was going to be a challenge, but I knew it was going to be original."




"This has been exquisite for me," she said. "I do love my mother. She was never dull. It was always interesting. You know, I walked through the door and I knew it was going to be a challenge, but I knew it was going to be original."



Lange's previous Broadway outings have all been in American classics, two by her favorite playwright, Tennessee Williams. She played Blanche DuBois in "
A Streetcar Named Desire
" in 1992 and Amanda Wingfield in "
The Glass Menagerie
" in 2005. She won a Tony in 2016 in her most cherished role, Mary Tyrone, in Eugene O'Neill's "
Long Day's Journey Into Night
."



Embodying mothers onstage, then, is hardly novel for her. But "Mother Play" marks three kinds of firsts for Lange -- as a new play, as a play written by a woman and as a play by a living playwright. That last detail is striking, given that she had an in-house playwright during her nearly three decades with 
Sam Shepard
.



"I did, I had one right in the bedroom, thank God," she said, and laughed. "You know, we had planned a couple different things to do together. Twice, I think, those plans were abruptly altered by my pregnancies. But I got a daughter and a son out of it, so it might be better than a run of a play."



Lange, who has won two Academy Awards and three Emmys and has been famous since the Bicentennial, gives the impression of being extraordinarily comfortable in her skin. It was 50 minutes into the interview, after Williams's name and work had come up repeatedly, before she mentioned that she'd known him a "very little bit."



"Oh, God," Vogel breathed, reverently, and you could hear that she would like a Williams anecdote from Lange right now, please.



So Lange complied, offering a memory involving Mikhail Baryshnikov and their daughter: "Once Misha and I were down in St. Barts. Shura was just a tiny baby. He was there," she said, meaning Williams. "Maybe he was there with Liz Ashley, I don't remember, but I do remember him holding little baby Shura on his lap and bouncing her."



Vogel has said
 that it was important to her to make "Mother Play" with "an artist who has had a life filled with children." If she had had her way, though, she would have had her own little ones.




A wordless, 15-minute solo scene in the play is one of Lange's favorites. "Images and memories and emotions just kind of move me from one moment to another," she said. "So it's never exactly the same."




"I really wanted children," she said. "It was like a physical urge."



But she worried.



"I wasn't sure that I could escape the negative patterns," she said. "I didn't think as a gay woman, I'd have enough money and resources to have health benefits. To have food on the table. Artists, we usually live below the poverty line starting out."



"I actually had tried to conceive with my best gay friend and it didn't take," Vogel continued. "And I remember thinking, well, do I go down to the bar and wear a scoop neck and put on makeup and just see if, you know --"



"That used to work," Lange interjected, providing corroboration the way only someone from the same generation can.



"That used to work!" Vogel concurred. "And then you think, OK, what am I getting genetically?"



"Well," Lange said, all practicality. "That rabbit hole is like, you know, what are you going to do."



Vogel, who has been 
married since 2004
 to Anne Fausto-Sterling, has become known as one of the American theater's pre-eminent teacher-mentors, first at Brown University and later at Yale.



Her former students were quick to spot, in "Mother Play," what it borrows from the German playwright Franz Xaver Kroetz's wordless 1973 play "
Request Concert
," which she has long used to teach what a playwright can do without dialogue.



Her riff, based partly on observing her mother years ago, is a portrait of Phyllis's loneliness and a tour-de-force section of the show, titled in the script "The Phyllis Ballet."



It is one of the parts of the performance that Lange enjoys most, alone onstage for about 15 minutes. Phyllis, having alienated both of her children, passes a desolate evening, trying not to drink too soon or too much.



"Every night that I do it," Lange said, "images and memories and emotions just kind of move me from one moment to another. So it's never exactly the same, and it's never just mechanical: 'OK, now I'm going to get the drink. Now I'm going to get dinner. Now I'm going to try to play solitaire.'



"And it's almost like being on water," she added, swirling her hands gently back and forth through the air to illustrate. "It just keeps moving, you know. Like, boom, you knock into this and then, boom, you knock into that. Following the current."



Vogel asked: "Do you think of your kids while you're doing it?"



Lange took in the question, briefly started to talk about sense-memory and substitution techniques that an actor might use to tap into emotion.



But her answer, ultimately, was simpler than that, and in a sense more reassuring: "There's nothing that I can draw on from my relationship with my children in this."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/12/theater/jessica-lange-paula-vogel-tonys.html
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'Presumed Innocent' Review: Disorder in the Court



Jake Gyllenhaal steps in for Harrison Ford in a new, highly strung adaptation of Scott Turow's legal thriller for Apple TV+.




Jake Gyllenhaal plays Rusty Sabich, a prosecutor accused of killing a female colleague.




By Mike Hale


Jun 11, 2024


Scott Turow's first novel, the 1987 best seller "Presumed Innocent," is a clever murder mystery and courtroom drama with an 11th-hour twist. Before that denouement, it throws out red herrings to distract us, paralleling the strategy of its protagonist, Rusty Sabich, a prosecutor accused of killing the female colleague with whom he was having an affair. The 1990 
film adaptation
 starring Harrison Ford necessarily condensed Turow's plot but stayed true to its outlines and to the identity of the killer, a closely guarded secret through most of the story.



It's possible that the new "Presumed Innocent," premiering Wednesday on Apple TV+ and starring Jake Gyllenhaal as Sabich, ends up at the same place, with the same killer. But after watching seven of its eight episodes, I didn't really care. The claustrophobic atmosphere, the emphasis on psychology and trite family drama over well-made mystery and, especially, the crescendoing melodrama that makes a mockery of Turow's courtroom credibility (even though he is credited as a co-executive producer) had done me in.



The book is narrated in the first person by Sabich, and its most striking stylistic feature is his continual, detailed analyses of his professional and personal lives. Those passages are not there just for their own sake -- Turow uses them to ground us in the milieus and the motivations of the courtroom and the prosecutors' office. He cares about the inner life of Sabich, but he cares just as much about providing the framework for a page-turning mystery.



Onscreen, the emphases have been different. Alan J. Pakula's film was a chilly affair, elegantly assembled (with cinematography by the great Gordon Willis) but lacking the juice of a real thriller. It was more interested in the ethical and philosophical ramifications of Sabich's situation, favoring judgment over action. (It was fun to watch once the case got into the courtroom, though, thanks to the performances of Raul Julia and Paul Winfield as defense lawyer and judge.)



David E. Kelley, the veteran television writer who created the "Presumed Innocent" series, has the opposite temperament from Pakula -- he's all about the juice. He's a master of taking material with a lurid or sensational edge and slickly packaging it for a mainstream TV audience. When he's in his relaxed mode, on "The Lincoln Lawyer" for Netflix or the risibly pulpy "Big Sky" for ABC, the results can be entertaining, summoning distant memories of his days as chief writer on "L.A. Law."



When he takes things more seriously, though, he gets in trouble (though it doesn't necessarily affect his success, as "Big Little Lies" demonstrated). Like Pakula, he makes "Presumed Innocent" more about Sabich than about the presumably less interesting question of whether Sabich is guilty of murder. But all he has to offer are tortured psychology and transgression, presented slickly and repetitively, with head-scratching surprises in place of new ideas. Meant to be provocative, it's just wearying.



Given five and a half hours to play with, Kelley restores plot points that were cut from the movie and adds his own, some of which almost immediately change the basic terms of Turow's mystery plot. (A major turning point involving tubal ligation is now moot.) He ups the frequency and steaminess of the flashback sex scenes between Sabich and the victim, Carolyn Polhemus (Renate Reinsve), while nearly eliminating evidence of either her competence or her ambition, which are essential to the plot.



And when the case goes to court, Kelley's penchant for loony melodrama kicks in, as bodies drop and decisions are made that violate all the rules of sensible procedure that we've learned from more sober legal dramas. (We should stipulate that Kelley, a former lawyer, has sensationalized courtroom action for the last 40 years across multiple shows.)



While Polhemus doesn't come into focus as much more than a sex object, the real victims in this "Presumed Innocent" are the performers. In contrast to Ford's closed-in, monochromatic performance in the film, where Sabich seemed dumbfounded to be accused of murder, Gyllenhaal is sweaty, jumpy and over the top, playing a Sabich who seems alternately terrified and royally offended, swinging between anguished apologies and violent outbursts.



The wonderful actress Ruth Negga plays Sabich's nobly, glumly suffering wife, Barbara, about as well as anyone could (as the character is written, Negga can't match the delicacy of Bonnie Bedelia's performance in the film), while Peter Sarsgaard struggles to make something more than a cartoon out of Sabich's nemesis, the epically insecure prosecutor Tommy Molto. Bill Camp gives some life to the more straightforward role of Ray Horgan, Sabich's boss and mentor, and O-T Fagbenle has a shifty, oddly engaging quality as Ray's rival in the prosecutors' office.



Published and first adapted nearly four decades ago, "Presumed Innocent" has a problem it shares with other stories from the late 1980s: It is based on the notion of a predatory, promiscuous woman who threatens society by seducing a solid suburban man and thereby ends up dead.



This is another reason, beyond Kelley's dramatic instincts, that the new series doesn't focus in a satisfying way on the mystery at its heart. In 2024, a story like this has to be -- or at least is very likely to be -- an allegory for what's known as cancel culture. Gyllenhaal's Sabich, his life suddenly turned upside down by an accusation, is also suddenly denigrated for his hubris: "You're Rusty Sabich, and you can do whatever you want"; "Let's send you to a doctor and get a diagnosis, but my fear is that it will just come back pig." His desperation is less about proving his innocence than it is about proving his moral bona fides. The revelation of who killed Carolyn Polhemus, if and when it comes, feels as if it will be just a piece of accounting.
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Young Thug Lawyer Clashes With Judge in Chaotic Gang Case



Brian Steel, a lawyer for the Atlanta rapper, was ordered to serve 10 weekends in jail after a dispute with the judge, further complicating a messy gang conspiracy trial.




Brian Steel, Young Thug's primary lawyer, was briefly taken into custody after he would not disclose who told him about a secret meeting involving the judge and an uncooperative witness.




By Joe Coscarelli


Jun 11, 2024


A star witness jailed for refusing to testify. A change of heart after a weekend spent behind bars. And then, a lead defense lawyer taken into custody for implying that an improper secret meeting led to the witness's about-face.



Welcome to another week in the 
gang and racketeering trial of the chart-topping rapper Young Thug
, a courtroom epic in Atlanta that continues to surprise as it approaches 18 months since jury selection began.



On Monday, Judge Ural Glanville took the extraordinary step of holding Brian Steel, the rapper's primary lawyer, in contempt for refusing to disclose who told him about a closed-door meeting between the judge, prosecutors, the uncooperative witness and his lawyer.



Mr. Steel had argued in court that the conversation was unconstitutional and that the defense should have been present, or at least notified. But in a heated exchange, Judge Glanville took issue instead with how Mr. Steel had learned of the meeting, and later sentenced the lawyer to a maximum of 20 days in jail for failing to reveal his source.



"Listen, if you don't tell me how you got this information then you and I are going to have some problems," the judge said in court, to which Mr. Steel responded, "I have problems right now."



Judge Glanville, who has overseen the case since Young Thug, whose real name is Jeffery Williams, 
was indicted alongside 27 others
 in May 2022, appeared increasingly frustrated when he continued: "How did you get that information supposedly from my chambers? Did somebody tell you?"



Mr. Steel snapped back, "You should've told me!"



The in-court fireworks threatened to derail the lengthy and complex case, which has already been plagued by delays, disruptions (including the 
stabbing of one defendant in jail
), uncooperative witnesses, extralegal distractions and fits of tension from all sides.



"It's a complete circus -- straight out of 'Law & Order,'" said Anthony Michael Kreis, a constitutional and civil rights law professor at Georgia State University who has observed the trial. "So often I have to disabuse people of the notion that court is like those shows, but yesterday the dramatics just overshadowed everything and that's really not helpful to the process."



In addition to an appeal of the contempt order, which could take months to be resolved, Judge Glanville may also have opened himself up to motions to recuse himself from both the contempt issue and the broader case, experts said. The meeting between the judge, prosecutors and the witness could also be grounds for an appeal by Mr. Williams or his co-defendants, should they be convicted.



In emergency situations, a judge may meet with one side or the other -- known as "ex parte" -- although a judge is typically required to tell the other side that the meeting took place as soon as possible, which Mr. Steel maintained Judge Glanville did not do.



"That's the kind of thing a defendant can argue deprived them of a fair trial," said Lester Tate, a trial lawyer and the former president of the State Bar of Georgia.



Prosecutors from the office of Fani T. Willis, the Fulton County district attorney, say that Mr. Williams led YSL, or Young Slime Life, as a subset of the national Bloods gang, and that he 
oversaw a criminal conspiracy
 to commit murder, attempted murder, armed robbery, witness intimidation and drug dealing.



The indictment relies on the same Georgia criminal racketeering law, or RICO, that Ms. Willis used to indict former President Donald J. Trump and others in what prosecutors call a conspiracy to overturn the 2020 election.



The latest round of issues in Mr. Williams's trial began on Friday when a key prosecution witness, Kenneth Copeland, refused to testify after being sworn in, invoking his Fifth Amendment right to protect against self-incrimination despite having already been granted immunity for his testimony. (Asked how old he was before ending his testimony, Mr. Copeland replied, "I'm grown.")



Mr. Copeland, known as Lil Woody, was named in the indictment as a YSL associate but was not charged in the case. An interrogation video that shows Mr. Copeland discussing the activities of YSL was previously leaked online, leading to scrutiny regarding his so-called snitching and raising concerns about witness intimidation against him.



After Mr. Copeland was held in contempt and spent the weekend in jail, he returned to court on Monday and agreed to testify, although he once again proved uncooperative. When prompted by a prosecutor to identify a defendant, Mr. Copeland stalled and said he had a vision problem. He responded to other basic questions with similar stonewalling.



Following a lunch break, Mr. Steel raised his concerns about how Mr. Copeland had been compelled to testify, calling it potential coercion and witness intimidation by the judge and prosecutors.



In Judge Glanville's order of contempt and incarceration, he wrote, "In addition to the court's serious concern with how this information was improperly disclosed to defense counsel, Mr. Steel made several claims regarding the sum and substance of the communication that the court found troubling."



After the contempt order, Colette Resnik Steel, a lawyer for Mr. Steel who is also his wife and legal partner, immediately filed a notice of appeal, as well as a motion to purge the ruling.



"It certainly cannot be the law that every time a judge asks a question, the failure to answer lands you in jail," Ms. Steel wrote in her filing.



Representatives for Mr. Steel did not respond to requests to comment further.



"This could be a huge turning point in the trial," Mr. Kreis said. "It's been a complete zoo sometimes and you could say, 'Well, that's not great,' but the case moves along. I'm less confident about that now."



After Mr. Steel's motion for a mistrial was denied on Monday, he was ordered to remove his tie and taken immediately into custody, although he was later allowed to return to the courtroom and observe as the trial continued with Mr. Copeland's testimony. (On Tuesday, Mr. Copeland continued to testify with Mr. Steel present.)



Mr. Steel later requested that he be allowed to serve his jail time -- which the judge ordered to be every weekend for the next 10 weekends -- alongside Mr. Williams so they could continue to work on the case. "Sir, if that comes to pass, you have my support," Judge Glanville said.



As a show of support for Mr. Steel on Monday, some two dozen other defense lawyers turned up at the courthouse, 
led by Ashleigh Merchant
, the lawyer in the Trump election case who filed court documents accusing Ms. Willis of engaging 
in a "clandestine" relationship
 with Nathan J. Wade, the special prosecutor she hired in 2021 to help with the case against Mr. Trump and his allies.



Mr. Tate, the former president of the Georgia bar association, said it was "incredibly extraordinary" for Mr. Steel to have been held in criminal contempt.



"It's just not OK for a judge to jail a lawyer for doing his job," Mr. Tate said. "It's particularly not OK when the legal rationale behind that appears to be a pretty tangled web."



Already the longest criminal trial in state history -- jury selection began on Jan. 4, 2023, with opening arguments starting more than 10 months later -- the case was on pace to continue into 2027 without adjustments, a defense lawyer argued in a motion in April. Judge Glanville pushed prosecutors to narrow their list of 400 potential witnesses to more than 200, although less than half of those remaining have been called to testify.



"I understand the frustrations of this case for Judge Glanville," Mr. Tate said. "No judge and no lawyer tries a case for over a year and doesn't make errors. You're not entitled to a perfect trial. But this one has a certain circuslike atmosphere and a string of bizarre happenings. This might well be the straw that breaks the camel's back."
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Four Tops Singer Sues Hospital Over Being Put in Restraints



The lawsuit by Alexander Morris, who joined the group six years ago, said the staff thought he was "delusional" when he told them he was in the Motown band.




The singer Alexander Morris, who joined the Four Tops in 2018, is suing a Michigan hospital.




By Julia Jacobs


Jun 11, 2024


A singer who joined the storied Motown group the Four Tops in 2018 sued a Michigan hospital on Monday, accusing its staff of placing him in restraints and ordering a psychological evaluation because they did not believe he was part of the band.



The singer, Alexander Morris, who is Black, filed a lawsuit accusing Ascension Macomb-Oakland Hospital of racial discrimination and two employees of negligence for an incident in April 2023, when he was taken there by ambulance with chest pain and difficulty breathing.



When Mr. Morris, 53, told hospital staff that he was a member of the Four Tops -- which helped define the Motown Sound in the 1960s with hits such as "I Can't Help Myself (Sugar Pie, Honey Bunch)" and "Reach Out I'll Be There" -- the staff "wrongfully assumed he was mentally ill" and a security guard was instructed to put him in restraints, the lawsuit alleges.



When Mr. Morris offered to show his identification card, the lawsuit said, the security guard, who is white, told him to "sit his Black ass down."



"None of the nursing staff intervened to stop the racial discrimination and mistreatment," said the lawsuit, which accused the staff of taking Mr. Morris, who had a history of heart problems, off oxygen while they pursued a psychiatric evaluation.



The nonprofit health system that oversees the hospital, Ascension, released a statement in which it declined to comment on the pending litigation but said, "We do not condone racial discrimination of any kind."



The Four Tops has seen a rotation of replacement singers since its heyday. Its only surviving original member, Abdul Fakir, invited Mr. Morris to join the group in 2018 and he has been performing with them since 2019. At the time of Mr. Morris's hospital visit last year, the lawsuit said, the Four Tops had been touring with another Motown jewel, the Temptations, and the group had recently performed at a Grammys charity event honoring Berry Gordy, Motown's founder.



Seeking to convince the hospital that he was not "delusional," Mr. Morris's lawsuit said, he showed a nurse 
a video of him performing
 at the Grammys event. Then the staff canceled the psychiatric evaluation, removed the restraints -- which the suit said had been in place for about 90 minutes -- and placed him back on oxygen.



The lawsuit, which was filed in the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Michigan, said that after the ordeal, Mr. Morris was offered a $25 gift card to a supermarket, which he said he refused to accept.



"The hospital denied my identity and my basic human dignity and then offered me a gift card," Mr. Morris said in a statement provided by his lawyers.
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'Bridgerton' is Back (Again). Here's Where Things Left Off.



Colin Bridgerton and Penelope Featherington are on their way to a happy ending -- but Lady Whistledown is still a huge barrier in this "friends to lovers" story.




Colin Bridgerton and Penelope Featherington finally gave in to their desires in the first half of "Bridgerton" Season 3.




By Shivani Gonzalez


Jun 12, 2024


The first half of "Bridgerton" Season 3 left viewers on a cliffhanger -- and a little hot and bothered -- with Colin Bridgerton and Penelope Featherington finally giving in to their desires in the very climactic Carriage Scene.



With that will they/won't they out of the way, plenty of questions still remain. Will Penelope and Colin actually get married? Will Eloise spill Penelope's big secret? Can Lady Whistledown continue to hide her true identity? With the second half of Season 3 upon us, here's a quick refresher on where things stand in Netflix's version of Regency-era London.



Colin and Penelope's Flirtation



Because the series more or less follows the plot of the novels, many fans knew that a Colin-Penelope (Polin, if you're on BridgertonTok and have listened to "Espresso" by Sabrina Carpenter too many times) romance was in the works from the beginning. Throughout the first two seasons of the show, Colin and Penelope were relatively close friends connected by Eloise Bridgerton, Colin's sister and Penelope's bestie. In the "Bridgerton" universe, where the separation of unmarried men and women is mandated, the familial tie gave them occasion to interact.



At the end of Season 2, Penelope overheard Colin telling his friends he "would never dream of courting" her. When Season 3 picked up, we learned that Colin traveled around Europe by himself during the summer and that he wrote letters to Penelope -- a tradition they had maintained since Season 1 -- but that she didn't respond. When Colin confronted her about the letters, she told him she had overheard his insult.



Penelope's New Groove



Preparing for courting season, Penelope underwent a makeover moment, the so-called 
"Bridgerton glow-up,"
 changing her hair and clothing in the hopes of landing a marriage proposal.



In an attempt to repair their friendship, Colin offered to teach Penelope how to flirt. To nobody's surprise, Colin become attracted to Penelope -- but he wasn't the only one.



When Colin found out that Penelope might get a marriage proposal from Lord Debling (Sam Phillips), he chased after her.



That Carriage Scene



The last scene of the fourth episode, the final one before the show's break, finally exploded the sexual tension between Colin and Penelope. Though it took place in a carriage, it didn't match 
the 
carriage scene from the book, so there is likely more steaminess ahead in the second half of the season.



After Colin and Penelope got into some shenanigans that helped earn the show its TV-MA rating, he finally proposed marriage. When the carriage abruptly stopped at Colin's house, he asked her to come in with him. She declined, because his family might see them, to which he responded, "for God's sake, Penelope Featherington, are you going to marry me or not?"



As we know from past seasons, marriage is often only the first step of a relationship in the Regency era, so the Polin love story is really only just beginning.



Lady Whistledown Fallout



Lady Whistledown, voiced by Julie Andrews, has been the show's constant, the all-knowing narrator tying together story lines. The character started off as a sort of Regency-era "Gossip Girl," a mysterious writer who pens a pamphlet detailing society happenings under a nom de plume. Her identity remained unknown until Eloise Bridgerton (Claudia Jessie) figured it out in Season 2.



That season began with Eloise, then Penelope's best friend, seeking out Lady Whistledown, based on their shared distaste of high society norms. Separately, Queen Charlotte also sought to uncover Whistledown's identity and, after spotting Eloise near the print shop, suspected she might have solved the mystery. Attempting to clear Eloise, Whistledown (a.k.a. Penelope) revealed that Eloise had been going to political rallies, a besmirching of the Bridgerton name that Eloise surely wouldn't have publicized if she were the real Whistledown.



But Penelope's disclosure backfired. In the last episode of Season 2, Eloise discovered that Penelope was Whistledown and ended their friendship. The shunning continued into the third season, even as Eloise's brother got very involved in Penelope's life.



What's Next?



Because it is a love story, we know that Colin and Penelope will end up together, so the real question is: how?



The other big question: How is Colin going to react when he finds out that Penelope is Lady Whistledown? We know that Colin does 
not 
like Whistledown and has made it his mission to figure out her true identity, so clearly there are some hurdles to Polin's happy ending. Also, now that Penelope is about to become a Bridgerton, will she mend her relationship with her soon-to-be sister-in-law Eloise?
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He's Got Baby Fever: A Trans Choreographer's Surrogacy Journey



Ashley R.T. Yergens's "Surrogate," premiering at New York Live Arts this week, explores how trans men experience pregnancy and I.V.F.




The choreographer Ashley R.T. Yergens said he was surprised by wanting a baby: "I'm like, You are on testosterone," he said. "You have been in normal male range for years now. What is this biological urge?"




By Lauren Wingenroth


Jun 12, 2024


In "prettygirl264264" (2018), the choreographer Ashley R.T. Yergens threw himself a funeral.



It was absurd, and funny, with an "In Loving Memory" card in lieu of a program, and an a cappella rendition of Celine Dion's 
"It's All Coming Back to Me Now."



But it was also a dark meditation on how transgender people can be treated, even in death. "It was connected to this question of, How will I be remembered?" said Yergens, 32, who is trans. "Will I get to have a funeral in the way that other people get to be remembered?"



Yergens's latest work, 
"Surrogate,"
 premiering this week at New York Live Arts, contains another premature life-cycle event: a birthday party for a frozen embryo. There is darkness under the surface here, too, as there often is in work by the Brooklyn-based Yergens, whose brash, irreverent dances are stuffed with obscure pop-culture references and virtuosic movement equally inspired by the postmodern tradition and the queer nightclub.



During the course of making this new work, Yergens, who recently froze 24 embryos -- his eggs and an anonymous donor's sperm -- saw his parenthood journey with a surrogate end, and watched as a state Supreme Court ruling in Alabama (later essentially made ineffective by new legislation) threatened the future of I.V.F.



"That birthday celebration," Yergens said, "comes from a real fear of, 'I don't know if I'm going to be able to have a kid in this way.'"



Until a few years ago, Yergens wasn't interested in becoming a parent at all. But during the pandemic, something surprising happened: He was hit with a case of baby fever.



"I'm like, You are on testosterone," he said. "You have been in normal male range for years now. What is this biological urge?"



Yergens's journey through the embryo freezing and surrogacy process would become source material for "Surrogate," which also pulls from a 2008 Oprah Winfrey interview with Thomas Beatie, a trans man whose pregnancy was the object of public fascination. Yergens saw the interview as a 16-year-old. "I think it contributed to a delay in transitioning for me," he said. "It kind of felt like, You're going to transition, and then you're going to be a pregnant man."




In "Surrogate," Faircloth performs early '90s aerobics-style dances, which Yergens created by mixing and matching phrases from videos he found online.





Faircloth rehearsing. Yergens likened the physical labor he asks people to do in dance to a kind of surrogacy.




The persistence of that stigma led Yergens to pursue using a surrogate. The process, he said, strangely mirrored his experience as a choreographer, living through the bodies of the dancers performing his work. "There's this tension around literally asking someone to carry your genes, which is potentially life-threatening," he said. "And then there's the physical labor I ask people to do in dance. I got interested in how surrogacy shows up in these different ways."



Yergens heightens and complicates this dynamic between choreographer and performer through his role in "Surrogate": Though he is usually the central performer in his work, here he sits in the tech booth, where he makes an announcement, and sings original songs.



Social media, too, is a form of surrogacy, Yergens said, noting how it can supplant other forms of communication and how, during the pandemic, it replaced theaters as a space where artists could share their work. One monologue in "Surrogate" is based on hateful comments Yergens received on Instagram. Rewritten until they're absurd, they are delivered by a mean, tell-it-like-it-is therapist character played by Nicola Gorham.



The structure of the piece -- lots of short, fast-moving vignettes -- feels like scrolling on social media, Gorham said: "It's like an Instagram feed, where everything seems so isolated, but in fact there are these connections you don't see at first glance, because it's all been curated by the algorithm."




Yergens: "I'm someone who likes to throw in everything and the kitchen sink."




"The algorithm," she added, "is giving us all things Ash" -- Yergens goes by Ash -- "which is terrifying and amazing."



Some of what the "Ash algorithm" spits out in "Surrogate" is "Children Will Listen" from Sondheim's "Into the Woods," a human merry-go-round, a quote from the English philosopher Alan Watts and a meditation. "I'm someone who likes to throw in everything and the kitchen sink," Yergens said.



More from the algorithm: early '90s aerobics-style dances, performed by Justin Faircloth, which Yergens created by mixing and matching phrases from videos he found online. That makes the transitions between the steps difficult and, Yergens said, "creates fun mishaps." (He is preoccupied by transitions, and yes, he's aware of the metaphor.)



Yergens loves what he calls "lowbrow aesthetics" -- wrestling, drag, cabaret. "There are definitely some choices that I make that I think are funny or thought provoking because of how dumb they are," he said.



He also likes to include the occasional highbrow reference -- like that Alan Watts quote, which is printed on a performer's T-shirt -- that he doesn't fully understand. "I intentionally don't learn much about it, because it allows for some absurdity to happen," he said. "Then I like to go back after I've made something and I'm like, What have I done!?"



Yergens acknowledges that his work can be shocking, perhaps even inflammatory. "I guess the question I'm exploring behind the scenes of this work is, Is there some value in being a little inflammatory?" he said. "And maybe I'll be like, nope."
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Officials Condemn Protest Outside Exhibit Memorializing Oct. 7 Victims



Anti-Israel demonstrators gathered outside the exhibition in New York that honors people at a music festival in Israel who were killed in the Hamas attack.




The exhibition "October 7th 06:29 AM -- The Moment Music Stood Still" features artifacts from the Tribe of Nova trance music festival in southern Israel, where more than 360 people were killed on Oct. 7. 




By Marc Tracy


Jun 11, 2024


Hundreds of people protested against Israel on Monday night outside an exhibition in Lower Manhattan that commemorates the more than 360 people who were killed by Hamas on Oct. 7 at a rave in southern Israel, prompting strong condemnations from public officials.



The location of the demonstration -- outside an exhibition featuring portraits of the people killed at the Tribe of Nova 
trance music festival
, along with cars that were charred in the attack and the personal belongings that some music fans left behind -- was widely criticized from the city government to Washington.



Mayor Eric Adams of New York visited the exhibition on Tuesday and called the protest "despicable."



And Andrew Bates, a White House spokesman, said in a statement Tuesday, "The events at yesterday's memorial to those murdered at the Nova music festival are outrageous and heartbreaking."



One of the exhibition's American organizers, Scooter Braun -- a powerful music executive who was instrumental in the rise of Justin Bieber -- said on Tuesday that the exhibition, "October 7th 06:29 AM -- The Moment Music Stood Still," had been extended a week, until June 22.



"For those who chose to protest against innocent music lovers who were murdered ... WE WILL DANCE AGAIN," Mr. Braun,
 
the chief executive of the music conglomerate Hybe America, said in a statement.



The protesters gathered Monday evening steps away from the New York Stock Exchange building in Lower Manhattan, lit flares and repeated shouts including "Long live the intifada" and "Israel, go to hell," according to 
videos posted to social media
.



There was one arrest, according to the New York Police Department.



Josh Kadden, the exhibition's lead organizer, said in an interview on Tuesday that his team had received 10 minutes' notice that the protest was materializing. Visitors sheltered inside, he added, until it dispersed.



"For us, it's core that nothing's going to stop us," he said.



Government officials condemned the demonstration on social media, including 
Gov. Kathy Hochul
; 
Senator Chuck Schumer
; 
Attorney General Letitia James
; 
Mark D. Levine
, the Manhattan borough president; and 
the official X account of Israel
. 
Brad Lander
, New York City's comptroller, posted that the protest was "an abominable example of antisemitism."



"We need a cease-fire in Gaza," he added. "Gross bigotry does not advance that goal."



In a 
series of social media posts
, Nerdeen Kiswani, an activist, wrote that pro-Palestinian demonstrators had gathered at Union Square and decided to march to the exhibition.



"The nova music festival was a rave next to a concentration camp," 
she wrote
. "The exhibit at 35 Wall Street in NYC is propaganda used to justify the genocide in Palestine." Within Our Lifetime, the group that Ms. Kiswani chairs, did not reply to a request for comment.



The exhibition ran for 10 weeks in Tel Aviv before supporters, including Mr. Braun, brought it to New York this spring.



"Music must remain a safe space," Mr. Braun said in a statement in April, "and with this exhibit I hope we can see ourselves as any one of these music lovers and bring awareness to all of those in need."
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Sign Right Here: The Parents Pledging to Keep Kids Phone-Free



By committing not to give their children smartphones until an agreed-upon age, parents are hoping for strength in numbers when schoolyard pressure starts to build.








By Alyson Krueger


Jun 09, 2024


Kiley DeMarco recently attended Safety Night at her children's public elementary school on Long Island. As she walked around different booths learning about how to protect her children from accidentally taking a cannabis gummy, about a local violence-prevention program, about how police officers would respond to an emergency on campus, one station caught her eye: A parent was asking other parents to take a pledge not to give their children smartphones until the end of eighth grade.



Ms. DeMarco has two children, one in kindergarten and one in first grade. But like many parents, she has already 
read books
 and 
research
 arguing that smartphones, and the social media apps on them, drastically increase anxiety, depression and suicidal thoughts in teenagers.



Asking parents in the same school to commit to holding back phones until a certain age made sense to her. "It means there is no gray area," she said. "There is a clear grade level when they get the phone."



The idea of acting collectively, in lock step with other parents, made her feel more confident that she could keep her commitment. "It totally takes the pressure off of us as parents," she said. "Down the road, when my kids start begging for phones, we can say we signed this pledge for our community and we are sticking to it."



In schools and communities across the country, parents are signing documents pledging not to give their children smartphones until after middle school. The idea, organizers say, is that if parents take action together, their children are less likely to feel isolated because they aren't the only ones without TikTok in their pockets.



Considering the prevalence of smartphone use among young people, it's a bold step: Research from 
Common Sense
, a nonprofit organization that provides technology reviews for families, shows that half of children in the United States own cellphones by age 11 -- roughly fifth or sixth grade.



According to Zach Rausch, an associate research scientist at New York University who studies child and adolescent mental health, case-by-case decisions not to have a smartphone or social media can be "risky" for individual children, socially speaking.



"They are saying, 'I might be banished from all my friends and my social network,' and it's a pretty big cost to make that choice," he said. "But if the parents collectively work together to set the boundary, it will reduce a lot of conflict. It won't be, 'My friend has this, but I don't.'"



Many groups of parents are drawing on a playbook created by Wait Until 8th, an organization that helps parents collect no-phone pledges from their children's classes at school. Fifty-four pledges in 16 states were created in April alone, each of which had at least 10 families signed up, said Brooke Shannon, the initiative's founder and executive director.



"I think we're getting a flood of pledges now because the 
'Anxious Generation'
 book came out, and it's getting a lot of traction," Ms. Shannon said, referring to a new book by the 
social psychologist Jonathan Haidt
 that argues the rise of smartphones has led to an increase in mental illness. "There are also hearings with the Senate judicial committee and the rules coming out of Florida." (In March, Florida 
enacted a bill
 banning social media accounts for children under 14.)



Indeed, some parents are organizing these pledges because they believe their local governments or schools are not taking enough action.



Kim Washington, 47, an occupational therapist in Boise, Idaho, has a third grader and a fifth grader who both have classmates with smartphones. Her own children do not, and she plans to keep it that way until they are in high school.



Ms. Washington has read research about the impact of phone use on children, and knows that teenagers in her community have struggled with mental illness, including 
four students who died by suicide in their local school district
. "After that," she recalled, "five or six parents got together and said: 'What do we need to do? Our kids are struggling.'"



The parents first appealed to the school board to ban smartphones during the school day. The board said that it would look into the matter, but that it might take some time, Ms. Washington said. "If the school district had implemented a policy, I probably would not have to be as forceful and active doing something on my own because our kids would have much less screen time during the day."



Instead, she and her peers felt compelled to "do something from the bottom up until the top down does something," as she put it.



So this spring, they started approaching parents to sign a Wait Until 8th pledge. Ms. Washington has now secured pledges in three grades, including both of her children's classes. "I'm just happy my son will have some friends who don't have smartphones in school next year," Ms. Washington said.



Dan Hollar, a spokesman for the Boise School District, said in April that the district was conducting an audit of cellphone use in classrooms and working with a parent group "to address their concerns with student cellphone use at school."



"As a school district, we certainly support and see the value in parents making informed choices regarding their children's own technology use," he said in the statement.



In Summit, N.J., a group of five parents accumulated 200 commitments in less than two weeks; they now has over 350, they said, spread across five elementary schools and two kindergarten primary centers.



"It was old-school word of mouth," said Traci Kleinman, 42, an organizer of the Summit pledge who is getting her M.B.A. and has children in third grade, first grade and preschool. "It was text, email, word of mouth, trying to get as much buzz as possible around town."



Ms. Kleinman also knows that across-the-board participation is unlikely. "It's such a personal decision for families," she said. "The goal is to change the status quo so that by the time our kids get to fifth or sixth grade in one, two years down the road, there won't be a majority of kids with smartphones. The majority of parents are saying no."



"No school has gotten 100 percent," said Ms. Shannon, the founder of Wait Until 8th. "We have seen some schools out there that are 85, 90 percent, but that isn't the point. The key to remember is that as long as your kid has seven or eight or nine families waiting with them, they don't feel alone or strange or weird."



Much of the resistance comes from parents who feel the need to be in touch with their children all day. "Parents say, 'I need to get in touch with my child because the school isn't safe anymore, and there are all these school shootings,'" Ms. Shannon said. To address those concerns, the organization includes a list of devices on its website that allow parents to text their children but don't allow access to social media. If smartphones are off the table, the thinking goes, dumber devices may be the solution.



Some parents are more skeptical that these initiatives can work.



Lisa Filiberti, 44, who lives in Summit, supports the pledge in theory. She said she planned to sign it and promised not to give her 9- and 5-year-old children phones until high school.



The problem is, she already has a 13-year-old daughter in seventh grade who has an iPhone. She worries that will make things feel unfair for her younger children, though she has tried to explain to them that there is research now that didn't exist when their older sister was given a phone. But she also knows from experience how hard it will be for parents to actually uphold the pledge when their children reach their preteen years.



"When I first told my husband about the pledge, he laughed," she said. "He was like: 'Oh yeah? These parents of 5-year-olds think they are going to do this?'"



"I feel hope for this change, I really do," she added. "I am just concerned that it is going to take so many people to really commit for this to work, and that is a very tough thing to do."
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Critic's Notebook



Pat Sajak, the Cool, Unflappable, Reliable Host, Signs Off



In 41 seasons at the helm of "Wheel of Fortune," Mr. Sajak, whose final episode as host airs on Friday, has been a durable fixture of the American cultural landscape.




After four decades on the air, Pat Sajak presides over his last episode of "Wheel of Fortune" this week.




By Guy Trebay


Jun 07, 2024


If AI were ever prompted to generate an avatar of a game show host, surely the result would be Pat Sajak.



After four decades on the air, Mr. Sajak, 77, presides over his last episode of "Wheel of Fortune" on Friday. And his departure -- Mr. Sajak has suggested in a series of 
televised exit interviews
 with Maggie Sajak, his daughter, that this will be a welcome retirement -- offered a chance to reappraise what it is that made him such a durable fixture of the American cultural landscape.



Mr. Sajak, it is probably worth remembering, has been with viewers through seven presidents, wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, both the AIDS and the Covid pandemics, the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, the 2008 financial crash and, oh, the Kardashians. Not incidentally, he has outlasted the internet's incursions into broadcast television's long-held primacy.



Through it all he's been with the American game show audience, unflappably prompting contestants to choose a consonant or buy a vowel. He calmed contestants as they guessed at Hangman-style word puzzles. He bantered inoffensively with the imperturbable Vanna White in her parade of sparkly gowns. He blandly exchanged quips with an ever-changing roster of celebrity guests as they spun a carnival-style wheel, willing it to clatter past "Lose a Turn" and "Bankrupt" to land on big money.



And, for 41 seasons, this avuncular figure in a jacket and tie hovered into millions of households a night, a perma-tanned deity ruling over a placid empyrean.



Against a backdrop of lives filled with workaday stress and debt, "Wheel of Fortune" was a refuge, notably less as game of chance than bulwark against everyday humdrum. How oddly easy is it to forget that overdue electric bill as Mr. Sajak asks, in his peppy tenor, "How do you feel about ampersands?"




Mr. Sajak and Vanna White in the 1980s.




In voice as in other ways, Mr. Sajak seemed to have been born for the role. For a start, there are his generically agreeable features: a symmetrical face with apple cheeks, a wide brow, deep-set eyes and starkly white teeth displayed in a smile that resembles a quarter moon hung sideways. Throughout his tenure, serving as host of the Emmy Award-winning show for 41 seasons, he and Ms. White stood as two of the longest-serving faces of any television program in game show history (and somehow he kept his modified feathered '80s hairstyle throughout).



Examined at close range, Mr. Sajak's movements, too, seem so stylized and restricted that they read as Kabuki-like. Did it signify anything when he held his hands in front of him, fingers lightly clasping, or raised his arms in preacher posture? It is hard to know. Yet the symbolism of his defining posture -- body tilting in slight contrapposto, arms spread wide -- is clear: Welcome.



Naturally, in an image-dominated world, it is important to note that neutrality of dress is no matter of happenstance. Few jobs require jackets and ties anymore, yet Mr. Sajak was seldom photographed on "Wheel of Fortune" dressed in anything casual. His suits varied over time, as did their styles and colors -- wider trousers, broader shoulders, though almost always single-breasted. The fits and the lapels shrunk or widened according to prevailing fashion, but the overarching image was of steadiness. He was the image of a best man, a deacon, the archetypal guy next door.




Mr. Sajak's suits varied over time, as did their styles and colors -- wider trousers, broader shoulders, though almost always single-breasted. The fits and the lapels shrunk or widened according to prevailing fashion, but the overarching image was of steadiness.




In that way, too, Mr. Sajak proved himself a master of optics. In reality, his offscreen life may not always have conformed to that of the centrist character he portrayed, as became clear when, in 2022, a photograph surfaced of the "Wheel of Fortune" host with Representative Marjorie Taylor Greene, the 
Trump-aligned Georgia Republican
, and went viral on X. "Pat Sajak has always been a far-right lunatic I'm not surprised at all," one user wrote.



Whatever his real-life beliefs, Mr. Sajak cultivated a neutral and comforting on-air image that fell somewhere between used-car dealer and regional weatherman. The important thing to remember about him as he makes his exit is that however chaotic the world outside "Wheel of Fortune," Pat Sajak could be relied upon to turn up each night, cool and unflappable, a host who was also the ideal undemanding guest.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/07/style/pat-sajak-wheel-of-fortune-host.html
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This story contains graphic images of violence and death.



Let's get this out of the way first: Of the dozens of photographers not represented here that a reasonable person might expect to have been included, the most conspicuous absentees include Berenice Abbott, Ansel Adams, Robert Adams, Richard Avedon, Dawoud Bey, Henri Cartier-Bresson, Imogen Cunningham, Roy DeCarava, William Eggleston, Walker Evans, Robert Mapplethorpe, Helmut Newton and Irving Penn. Putting together a list of the 25 most significant photographs since 1955 -- both fine art photos and reportage -- proved a difficult task for the panelists (even the chosen time frame was controversial). They were: the Canadian conceptual photographer 
Stan Douglas
, 63; the Vietnamese American photographer 
An-My Le
, 64; the acting chief curator of Photography at the Museum of Modern Art, Roxana Marcoci, 66; the American documentary photographer 
Susan Meiselas
, 75; the American photographer 
Shikeith
, 35; and Nadia Vellam, 51, T's photo and video director. Each participant (including myself, the moderator, 36) submitted up to seven possible nominees for the list. We gathered at The New York Times Building on a morning last February (with Shikeith joining on video from a shoot in Los Angeles) to begin our deliberations.



We chose judges from the realms of both fine art and reportage because, increasingly, the line between the two has collapsed. The modern age has been defined by photographs -- images that began their lives in newspapers or magazines are repurposed as art; art has become a vehicle for information. Therefore, it was important to us and our jurors that we not draw boundaries between what was created as journalism and what was created as art. What 
was
 important was that the photographs we chose changed, in some way, how we see the world.




Clockwise from left: Nadia Vellam, T's photo and video director; the photographer An-My Le; the photographer Susan Meiselas; M.H. Miller, the features director of T; the MoMA curator Roxana Marcoci; and the artist Stan Douglas. Not pictured: Shikeith.




The conversation naturally turned into a series of questions. Like how important was it for a photograph to have expanded the possibilities of the medium? And how much did it matter who took a photo and what their intentions were? The list that emerged is less concerned with a historical chronology or an accepted canon than it is with a set of themes that have been linked indelibly to the photographic medium since its inception: labor and activism; war; the self and the family. Intriguingly, beyond an image by Wolfgang Tillmans from the '90s, fashion photography is largely absent. So, too, are many world historical events that have been captured in landmark photographs, including the assassination of JFK, the fall of the Berlin Wall and anything from the pandemic lockdown or the presidency of Donald Trump. There were just too many other photographs to consider.



The process of producing the final list was clearly not scientific. It was more of a debate among a certain group of people on a certain day and is best considered that way. At the end of nearly four hours, jittery from caffeine, the group stood before a pile of crumpled masterworks on the floor as we assembled our chosen 25 images on a conference table. Many of our questions weren't resolved (indeed, are unresolvable), but the results -- which aren't ranked but rather presented in the order in which we discussed them -- are nothing if not surprising. -- 
M.H. Miller



The conversation has been edited and condensed.



M.H. Miller:
 I thought we should start by talking about the time frame we settled on, starting in 1955.



Stan Douglas:
 It's an agenda.



Miller:
 A little bit. It certainly shows an American bias, so I apologize to our Canadian representative -- 1955 is really the beginning of the American civil rights movement, an era from which a number of us nominated photographs, and photography was so important in just making people aware of what was going on in the country. An-My, you chose Robert Frank's picture of a streetcar in New Orleans, taken that year.



1. Robert Frank, "Trolley -- New Orleans," 1955




Robert Frank's "Trolley -- New Orleans" (1955).




Robert Frank used "Trolley -- New Orleans" as the original cover of his influential photo book "The Americans," first published in the United States in 1959. Frank, a Swiss emigre, spent two years traveling the States and capturing what he saw. In this photograph, two Black passengers sit at the rear of a New Orleans streetcar while four white passengers sit at the front; all look out from a row of windows, the mullions between them emphasizing their strict separation. At the time of its publication, "The Americans" was considered by several critics to be a pessimistic, angry portrait of the country. (The magazine Popular Photography famously called it a "warped" and "wart-covered" depiction "by a joyless man.") Many more viewers and artists, however, found inspiration in the direct, unromantic style pioneered by Frank, whose outsider status likely let him view America's contradictions from a clarifying distance. He had "sucked a sad poem out of America onto film," as Jack Kerouac wrote in an introduction to the book. This image, shot in the months before the Montgomery bus boycotts made segregation a national debate, showed America to itself, as if for the first time. The faces in the photographs, Kerouac wrote, don't "editorialize or criticize, or say anything but 'this is the way we are in real life.'" -- 
Emmanuel Iduma



An-My Le:
 I tried to look for things that spoke to me, but also spoke to a generation.



Douglas:
 If I had to choose a civil rights image, I wouldn't choose this one. Great photograph. But something happening on the street would be more appropriate, I think, like the 
dog attacking protesters
, or the 
photo with the firemen
.



Roxana Marcoci:
 But this was the cover of "The Americans," and it does happen in the street, actually. I think that what you're saying is, it's not a photojournalistic image.



Douglas:
 The most important thing to me is: does a photograph reveal a new reality, or reveal something that's been hidden previously? I think that's a key criterion for making it significant. What impact on the world can that image have? A European might not have recognized that this was happening in the U.S. Maybe a lot of Americans in the North didn't realize this was happening in the U.S. And I love this photograph, so I'm very happy to keep it.



2. David Jackson, Mamie Till and Gene Mobley Standing Before the Body of Emmett Till at a Chicago Funeral Home, 1955



Mamie Till fixes her eyes on her dead son, as her fiance, Gene Mobley, holding her, stares at the viewer. 
Emmett Till
, 14, is laid out on a cot in a Chicago funeral home, his face disfigured and bloated. 
His mother allowed the photojournalist David Jackson to take this picture
 in September 1955, a few days after two white men had abducted and murdered Till while he was visiting relatives in Mississippi. Quickly acquitted by an all-white jury, the men would go on to sell their confession to Look magazine for $4,000. When this photo was published, first in Jet magazine and then in The Chicago Defender and other Black newspapers, it incited an unprecedented level of outrage in America over racial violence; Jet had to reprint the Sept. 15, 1955, issue in which it appeared because of high demand. For the same reason Mamie Till let this picture be taken, she chose to keep her son's coffin open during the funeral. "The murder of my son has shown me that what happens to any of us, anywhere in the world, had better be the business of us all," she said. An estimated 100,000 people came to view his body. Jackson's photograph was a call to action for many, including Rosa Parks, who said she thought of Till when she refused to give up her seat on a Montgomery bus later that same year. -- 
E.I.




Ernest C. Withers's photograph of Moses Wright, Emmett Till's great-uncle, identifying his nephew's killers in a Mississippi courtroom, September 1955.




Miller:
 I feel like you can't have this conversation, especially with the year we designated as the starting point, without talking about Emmett Till. There's the devastating series of photographs of Till's funeral. But there's also the one from the trial -- when Till's great-uncle is identifying the men who murdered his nephew. The judge didn't allow that photographer, Ernest C. Withers, to shoot in the courtroom. So it's a miracle that the picture exists, and that it's composed as well as it is when it had to be taken in secret. And it's a moment where you saw a larger shift taking place. Up to that point in the South, a Black witness identifying white defendants in court was unheard-of.



Marcoci:
 The picture [of his body] was also about the power of the witness, right?



Susan Meiselas:
 Oh, for sure. Mamie Till and her insistence on an open coffin: how brave an act that was. And it ran in Jet and moved around the world.



Douglas:
 The issue for me with the trial picture is that it needs a paragraph to explain why we're looking at it.



Marcoci:
 The courtroom was a travesty. They went free. But this, Mamie Till with her son, created a generation of Black activists.



Shikeith:
 I grew up in a predominantly Black neighborhood in Philadelphia, and when we were learning about Black history in the fourth or fifth grade, that picture was brazenly shared with students. It was probably the first time I learned how powerful a photograph can be in having real material change in the world. It's an image that I've lived with my [whole] life, and that's impacted how I viewed the world and racism and its violence. It scares me. But, you know, it's the truth. The truth can be very scary for a lot of us.



Miller:
 Shikeith, you also selected this Gordon Parks photograph, which is one of two color images the group nominated from the 1950s and '60s -- and the second was taken from outer space.



3. Gordon Parks, "Department Store, Mobile, Alabama," 1956




Gordon Parks, "Department Store, Mobile, Alabama" (1956).




In 1956, Life magazine sent Gordon Parks to document the effects of Jim Crow segregation laws in the American South through the experiences of one extended family in Mobile, Ala. Parks was one of the few Black photojournalists to work for an establishment magazine at the time, and was known especially for his fashion photography, as is easily apparent from this image. For Life, he photographed everyday scenes -- a church choir singing or 
children drinking from water fountains
 -- intentionally capturing signs reading "White Only" or "
Lots for Colored
." "Department Store, Mobile, Alabama" (1956) was shot for the Life story, which ran at 12 pages under the title "The Restraints: Open and Hidden" but, for unknown reasons, it didn't make the final edit, and it wasn't published until 2012, when a five-volume collection of Parks's photographs was released. "Department Store," which, despite its title, was actually shot at the Saenger Theatre in Mobile, has since become a belated icon, one of the most memorable images in a career that also includes directing the 1971 film "Shaft." Notable most of all for its vivid color, a startling contrast to the predominantly black-and-white imagery from the civil rights era, the portrait depicts Joanne Thornton Wilson, then age 27, dressed in an ice-blue, A-line cocktail dress, with her young niece, Shirley Anne Kirksey, standing beneath the red neon "Colored Entrance" sign behind the theater. Wilson's upright posture and outward gaze -- peering in the opposite direction of the sign's blue arrow -- subtly signify defiance. But there's an intimacy and vulnerability in the picture, too. In 2013, Wilson, who went on to become a high school teacher, told the art historian Maurice Berger that she regretted that the strap of her slip had visibly fallen. "Dressing well made me feel first class," she said. "I wanted to set an example." She 
had
 set an example, of course, which Parks had recorded with such clarity: Wilson also told Berger that she refused to take her niece through the "colored" entrance. -- 
Brendan Embser



Shikeith:
 I think what's beautiful about this image is that it's brilliantly composed -- it uses beauty to draw you into a poignant moment in history, becoming a record of the Jim Crow laws in the Southern U.S. I tried to pick photographs that had an influence on me, and that I thought my mother would recognize, to indicate their influence on people who might operate outside of art history conversations. It [can be used as] a tool for educating even the youngest of minds about what marginalized communities went through.



Marcoci:
 I think that's a great point: the pedagogical nature of photographs. In this picture, there's the elegance and grace of these two figures, and then the ugliness of that "Colored Entrance" sign. There's such a tension between them.



Nadia Vellam:
 You don't immediately realize the context because you're so attracted to the two people in the image. It asks you to spend more time looking.



Douglas:
 It's quite an exquisite picture. It's basically an X, which draws your eye into the center, which then takes you to that woman's gaze outside the frame. Inside the frame, there's something quite sweet. But outside -- both beyond that door and out in the world that's made that door -- there's something quite ugly.



4. Alberto Korda, "Guerrillero Heroico (Che Guevara)," 1960




Alberto Korda, "Guerrillero Heroico (Che Guevara)" (1960).




Alberto Korda, a favored photographer of Fidel Castro, captured this image of a 31-year-old Che Guevara by chance during a funeral in Havana in 1960 to honor the victims of a freighter explosion. Guevara, at the time the president of the National Bank of Cuba, happened to move into Korda's line of sight while Castro was giving a speech. His expression is one of restrained anger; the Cuban government accused the United States of being responsible for the tragedy, which it denied. Five years later, Guevara resigned from Castro's cabinet and joined revolutionary causes abroad, including in Congo and Bolivia, where he led guerrillas in a failed coup attempt. Korda's photo wasn't widely published until after Guevara's execution by Bolivian soldiers in 1967, when posters, murals and eventually T-shirts emblazoned with Guevara's face began to appear around the world. In the original portrait, he is flanked by another man and some palm fronds, but the reproductions are cropped to show just Guevara's head. Korda's image made Guevara into something more than a man, or even a famous revolutionary; he became a symbol for revolution itself. -- 
E.I.



Miller:
 We have two pictures of Che Guevara to consider. Stan, you picked 
Che following his execution
, and Susan, you picked the more famous portrait of him by Alberto Korda. It's in every college dorm.



Marcoci:
 It's in every tattoo parlor.



Douglas:
 They're both propaganda images. One is the revolutionary looking to the future, which we've seen in everything from Soviet realist paintings to Obama posters. So, in many ways, a cliche, even though it's had this huge impact. The image of Che dead [which was taken by the Bolivian photographer Freddy Alborta] is both iconic in that it's like [an Andrea] Mantegna [1431-1506] painting of the dead Christ ["
Lamentation Over the Dead Christ
," circa 1480], but also as evidence, on the part of the people who killed him, that the guy is dead. It's just such a weird photograph: the officer on the right who's poking at Che's body to prove he's just a human. Just mortal. And it somehow seemed like the end of the export of revolution from Cuba, which very much shut down after Che's death.



Meiselas:
 And then he's resurrected as a tattoo.



5. Diane Arbus, "Boy With a Straw Hat Waiting to March in a Pro-War Parade, N.Y.C., 1967"




Diane Arbus, "Boy With a Straw Hat Waiting to March in a Pro-War Parade, N.Y.C., 1967."




The boy in "Boy With a Straw Hat" doesn't look like a typical Arbus subject. Wearing a prim collared shirt, bow-tie and boater hat, with one American flag at his side and another, much smaller one twisted into a bow on his lapel, the thin-lipped paradegoer seems like the paragon of anodyne conservatism. He's nothing like the cross-dressers, carnival entertainers, nudists and others relegated to the margins of society that fascinated Arbus, whose work prompted one of the more protracted debates on the ethics of photography, as her images were so often said to skirt the lines of voyeurism and exploitation. Yet his steady gaze prompts a similar sense of unease in the viewer, as does the small pin on his jacket that reads Bomb Hanoi. "Boy With a Straw Hat" was the cover image of Artforum's May 1971 issue, published two months before Arbus's death by suicide at age 48. In 1972, when her posthumous MoMA retrospective drew record crowds, the art critic Hilton Kramer refuted the idea that she was merely capturing her subjects for the sake of spectacle; he argued that she collaborated with the people she photographed, and that that act of participation provided dignity -- or at least authenticity -- especially for those individuals who are shunned or otherwise invisible. Arbus herself once said that the "best thing is the difference. I get to keep what nobody needs." -- 
B.E.



Miller:
 A number of us nominated Diane Arbus photos.



Douglas:
 [I picked] the sitting room in Levittown ["
Xmas Tree in a Living Room in Levittown, L.I., 1962
"], which is one of those suburbs created in the postwar period that people could buy [homes in] with their G.I. Bill money, in which Black people couldn't live. It's a case of there [being] something outside the image, which is very powerful: The construction of this new suburban reality, while Emmett Till's being killed.



Marcoci:
 I chose the "Giant" ["
A Jewish Giant at Home With His Parents in the Bronx, N.Y., 1970
."], because this was one of the first pictures where I was really thinking, "Who is that person? What would it be like to be him?"



Meiselas:
 One of the things that photographs do is make us emotional. Some of Arbus's most memorable pictures are the ones that make you feel more than think.



Vellam:
 I'd vote for "Giant" just because it spawned so many people's idea of portraiture: Katy Grannan, Deana Lawson, Larry Sultan. Like this idea of going into a place -- in her case, middle-class suburbia -- that you may not even have spent any time in otherwise. I feel like that became its own genre: There's so much photography that has come out of her idea of going into people's homes.



Marcoci:
 If I were to choose just one Arbus, I'd probably choose "Boy With a Straw Hat": A portrait of an individual that's this very interesting collective portrait of America, too. There's this tension between the innocent face and then those buttons: "God Bless America" and "Bomb Hanoi."



Shikeith:
 He's sort of the archetype for the Proud Boys. You can see that smirk on his face.



Meiselas:
 There were pictures from the R.N.C. [Republican National Convention] four years ago that looked so much like this.



Miller:
 Stan and An-My both nominated a very different kind of photograph from the Vietnam War era: Malcolm Browne's picture of Thich Quang Duc's self-immolation.



6. Malcolm Browne, the Self-Immolation of the Buddhist Monk Thich Quang Duc in Saigon, 1963




Malcolm Browne's photo of the Buddhist monk Thich Quang Duc self-immolating on a Saigon street on June 11, 1963.




The AP reporter Malcolm Browne was among the only photojournalists on the scene when the monk Thich Quang Duc set himself on fire in 1963 in Saigon as an act of protest against the South Vietnamese government's persecution of the Buddhist majority. As flames engulfed Quang Duc, hundreds of monks surrounded him, mourning while he burned. The photo, sent out as soon as possible on a commercial flight to reach the AP's offices, was published on front pages internationally the following morning. When President John F. Kennedy saw it, he reportedly exclaimed, "Jesus Christ!" and then ordered a review of his administration's Vietnam policy. (He would later say, "No news picture in history has generated so much emotion around the world as that one.") Browne would share the 1964 Pulitzer Prize for international reporting with David Halberstam of The New York Times. The photograph contributed to the collapse of support for the South Vietnamese president Ngo Dinh Diem, who was assassinated in a coup that year. President Kennedy was assassinated just a few weeks later, and his successor, Lyndon B. Johnson, would escalate the war. Browne's photograph, which is newly resonant today, enshrined the act of self-immolation as the most extreme form of protest. -- 
Lucy McKeon



Le:
 I think it's one of the most incredible monuments that exists as a photograph. [It documents] an extraordinary act of sacrifice for a cause. These days, you see [some] people protesting, and it's all about their egos. And here, there's no ego. It's one of the few pictures I know that's so violent and peaceful at the same time.



Douglas:
 He was there for five minutes, apparently, burning, and just didn't flinch, didn't say a word. This is what you do when you have no other recourse, when you feel the suppression is so severe that this is the only way you can get your statement heard.



Meiselas:
 It makes me think of the Napalm Girl, as well [
Nick Ut's 1972 image of Kim Phuc Phan Thi
, age 9, fleeing a napalm attack in the village of Trang Bang]. That moment impacted a generation. The question is, which one mobilized us further?



Le:
 The Napalm Girl picture, for me, represents the notion that all Vietnamese are victims of war. I started watching war movies in college, and every time the word "Vietnam" comes up, that is the image that people have in their mind. I think the monk speaks to [something] beyond himself. He's not a victim.



7. NASA/William A. Anders, "Earthrise," 1968




William A. Anders's "Earthrise," as seen from beyond the lunar surface from Apollo 8, the first crewed spacecraft to circumnavigate the Moon.




On Christmas Eve 1968, aboard Apollo 8 during its pioneering orbit of the moon, William A. Anders photographed the Earth "rising" above the lunar horizon. The picture was the first of its kind -- and it was also unplanned. Anders, the youngest of the three astronauts on the spacecraft, had been tasked with taking photographs of the moon's craters, mountains and other geological features. He spontaneously decided, however, to include Earth in the frame when he noticed how beautiful it was. "Here was this orb looking like a Christmas tree ornament, very fragile," 
Anders would recall
 in a NASA oral history. "And yet it was our home." His first shot was in black and white. For the next, he switched to color, which emphasized the contrast between the moon's gray surface and the planet's blue-green vibrancy. "Earthrise" was the first image most of humanity saw of the planet we live on, a nature photo like none before it and a reminder of how small our world really is, in comparison with the rest of the universe. As Joni Mitchell would sing of the image, on 1976's "
Refuge of the Roads
": "And you couldn't see a city on that marbled bowling ball/Or a forest or a highway/Or me here least of all. ..." -- 
E.I.



Le:
 "Earthrise" isn't the first image of the Earth seen from space. There were earlier 
low-resolution ones in the '40s
, made from unmanned missiles or whatever. There was one made on 
Apollo 4, in 1967
. But I think this one, taken by a crew member on Apollo 8 the next year with a Hasselblad, is important because it's humbling: seeing the Earth in relationship to the Moon, and thinking about us not being the only people on this Earth. Perhaps this is when we started thinking about how we should take care of our home.



Miller:
 Stan, you nominated a later photo, "
Sunset on Mars
" (2005).



Douglas:
 I've always had this knee-jerk response to Apollo being American propaganda somehow, part of the arms race -- who's going to get [to the Moon] first, the U.S. or the Russians? And once the U.S. got there, they lost interest. It wasn't really about exploration, but dominance. This image on Mars is something quite extraordinary, because in effect, the camera is a prosthesis. It's both a very artificial one and a human one. We actually extend our vision through it.



8. Ernest C. Withers, "I Am a Man: Sanitation Workers Strike, Memphis, Tennessee," 1968




Ernest C. Withers, "I Am a Man: Sanitation Workers Strike, Memphis, Tennessee" (1968).




In the last weeks of his life, Martin Luther King Jr. took part in a protest of Black sanitation workers striking for safer conditions and decent wages in Memphis, Tenn. In a speech, King emphasized the connection between the United States' civil rights battle and the struggles of poor and disenfranchised people worldwide, a message that resonated with the crowd. Their protest signs bore the phrase "I Am a Man," a stark acknowledgment of all the ways this most basic fact was disrespected. "We were going to demand to have the same dignity and the same courtesy any other citizen of Memphis has," one of the participants, James Douglas, recalled in a 1978 documentary titled "I Am a Man." The defining photo of the strike was taken by the Black photojournalist Ernest C. Withers, a Memphis native who previously shot the trial of Emmett Till's killers, and also made famous images of the 
Montgomery bus boycott
, the 
integration of Central High School
 in Little Rock, Ark. Withers's picture became the official record of King's last major civil rights action. Years later, however, Withers's own story was revealed to have been more complicated. Like King, the photographer drew the attention of the F.B.I. Unlike King, he became a paid informant. Yet he continued to produce some of the most iconic images of the movement: On April 4, 1968, less than a week after taking this photo, Withers was on the balcony of the Lorraine Motel, photographing the blood stain at the scene of King's assassination. -- 
L.M.



Shikeith:
 I think I first saw this image around the time the Million Man March was happening [in 1995]. I have a greater understanding of manhood [now] and how much of it I want to align with, and how much I don't. But I understand how vital the need to identify as a man was in that moment.



Meiselas:
 I love the contrast of "I am a man," singular, and "I am a collective." It's just all there: perfect distance, perfect composition. Whether or not Withers was working for the F.B.I. ...



Douglas:
 Was he?



Meiselas:
 Yeah.



Douglas:
 And his role was to just ...



Meiselas:
 Report on his fellow men. They paid him to spy on his colleagues. It's a dark story. But let's not go there.



9. Blair Stapp, Huey Newton, Black Panther Minister of Defense, 1968




Blair Stapp's portrait of Huey P. Newton, the full title of which is "The Racist Dog Policemen Must Withdraw Immediately From our Communities, Cease Their Wanton Murder and Brutality ..." (1968).




In the summer of 1968, outside of the Alameda County Courthouse in Oakland, Calif., where Huey P. Newton stood trial for the murder of a police officer, supporters held up posters of him that instantly became synonymous with the Black Panther Party. The year before, Newton, the party's co-founder and Minister of Defense, had collaborated with fellow Panther Eldridge Cleaver and the photographer Blair Stapp to stage a portrait of himself in a black leather jacket and a tipped beret, holding a shotgun in one hand and a spear in the other. He's seated on a rattan peacock chair that recalls chairs woven by inmates in the United States-colonized Philippines decades earlier. Its oval back piece frames Newton's head like an oversize halo. Two Zulu warrior shields are propped against the wall. Stapp's portrait and the peacock chair itself have since become an enduring symbol of Black Power. Michelle Obama sat in one for 
her 1982 prom portrait
. Melvin Van Peebles recreated the photograph in his 1995 film "Panther." The visual artist Sam Durant memorialized 
Newton in bronze in 2004
, and Henry Taylor 
painted it in 2007
. After two hung juries, the murder charges against Newton were dropped in 1971. For him, the struggle was about survival -- or as he put it, "survival pending revolution." -- 
B.E.



Shikeith:
 I was trying to think of images that my grandmothers revered in a way. I think this is one of those images that exists in a lot of Black domestic spaces as a symbol for strength and determination. And it has this royal demeanor that's been continuously emulated in Black photographic practice, whether amateur or professional.



Marcoci:
 The beret is almost [like] Che's.



Shikeith:
 You can see people replicating this pose on the wicker chair throughout Black portraiture in the '80s and early '90s. I'm really interested in photographs that've had a long-lasting effect on our daily lives.



10. W. Eugene Smith, "Tomoko in Her Bath," 1972




The cover of "Minamata: A Warning to the World ..." (1975), a book about the coastal city in Japan that was devastated by industrial pollution and includes "Tomoko in Her Bath" (1972).




In the Magnum photojournalist W. Eugene Smith's picture of Tomoko Kamimura, 15, she is being bathed by her mother at their home, in Minamata, Japan. Kamimura had been born with a kind of mercury poisoning that would later come to be known as Minamata disease, caused by a chemical factory contaminating the city's water and food supply for more than 30 years. Smith and his wife, the photographer and activist Aileen M. Smith, lived in Minamata in the early 1970s, taking thousands of photographs to document the toll of the disaster -- 1,784 people died after contracting the disease and thousands were left with severe neurological and musculoskeletal disabilities. Images from the series were printed by Life magazine in 1972, and Kamimura's portrait became, for a time, one of the most famous images in the world. Amid the public outcry, "rumors began to circulate through the neighborhood claiming that we were making money from the publicity," Kamimura's father, Yoshio, would later write, "but this was untrue -- it had never entered our minds to profit from the photograph of Tomoko. We never dreamed that a photograph like that could be commercial." The Chisso Corporation, which owned the factory, has paid damages to some 10,000 victims. Kamimura died in 1977, at the age of 21. Smith died the following year. Twenty years later, after a French TV network wanted to use the photograph, Aileen M. Smith transferred control of it to Kamimura's family. They haven't allowed the photograph to be reproduced since. -- 
L.M.



Meiselas:
 Without this documentation by Eugene Smith, I don't think Minamata and the mercury poisoning would ever have been confronted. So when you do choose to represent a victim, I hope it's purposeful.



Douglas:
 I heartily agree. And it's a beautiful image of a loving relationship between mother and daughter.



Vellam:
 Smith documented people, but he was also very conscious of what he was doing while he was documenting them. I think he took a very long time after he shot everyone to figure out what he even wanted to show from them.



Meiselas:
 He believed that they should be better understood.



11. Photo Archive Group, "Photographs From S-21: 1975-79"




A girl incarcerated by the Khmer Rouge at Tuol Sleng Prison in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, sometime between 1975 and 1979. Before killing the prisoners, the Khmer Rouge photographed, tortured and extracted written confessions from them.




Some photographs, taken in the darkest moments of history, end up saying very different things from what their creators intended -- like the images that Stalin's secret police took during the Great Purge, or the ones white spectators took of lynchings in the United States. One of the more extensive photographic records of an authoritarian regime comes from the Khmer Rouge army, which controlled Cambodia from 1975 to 1979 and whose genocidal purges of minority groups and political opponents led to the murder of almost a quarter of the country's population. Before killing most of its victims, the army took their portraits, in part to prove to leaders that the supposed enemies of the state were indeed being executed. Of the nearly 20,000 people sent between 1975 and 1979 to what was known as the S-21 death camp, the Khmer Rouge's most notorious torture center, only about a dozen survived. In 1994, the American nonprofit organization Photo Archive Group cleaned and cataloged more than 5,000 photographs taken of prisoners before their executions. A selection of the images, known as "Photographs from S-21: 1975-79," was published as a book called "The Killing Fields" in 1996 and shown at MoMA the following year. Who was the girl pictured here? What had she seen? It's impossible to know. And yet the regime's photographic record offers a way into humanizing and remembering the victims of one of the most ruthless atrocities of the 20th century. S-21 is now the Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum, where a number of the images from "Photographs From S-21: 1975-1979" are on permanent display. -- 
L.M.



Le:
 So these pictures were found in an archive in Cambodia [in 1993]. After the Khmer Rouge took over [in 1975], they went on a rampage, killing teachers and anyone who they felt wasn't one of theirs. The bodies were buried in different locations. But they photographed these people before killing them. There were thousands of these pictures.



Douglas:
 If you want to make them disappear, why do you document them?



Le:
 But that's the thing. It's the banality of evil. It's unconscionable, right? Civilians being just collateral damage in war. Perhaps there are other ways to speak about violence, and I think this [set of photographs] certainly does.



12. Cindy Sherman, "Untitled Film Stills," 1977-80




Cindy Sherman, "Untitled Film Still #21" (1978).




Cindy Sherman was 23 when she began making her "Untitled Film Stills," a series of 70 black-and-white staged self-portraits that explore stereotypes of women in film and mass media. As a student at Buffalo State College, where she originally studied painting, she became fascinated by performers such as Vito Acconci and Chris Burden, artists who put their own bodies center stage. Sherman also liked to dress up as stock characters for parties, purchasing clothes from flea markets and experimenting with cosmetics. In "Untitled Film Stills," she plays the career girl, ingenue, 
librarian
, mistress, femme fatale and 
runaway
, alternately heartbroken, hung over, daydreaming or determined to escape a predator as though trapped in some film noir. But which film? That feeling of vague recognition was Sherman's point, as well as that of other artists of the era experimenting with pictures from mass media, who would eventually be called the Pictures Generation, a name based on a 1977 
exhibition curated by Douglas Crimp
. They wanted viewers to almost recognize the images, so as to heighten the uncanny nature of their work. Sherman initially sold eight-by-ten prints from "Untitled Film Stills" for $50 out of a binder from her desk at her day job as a receptionist at the nonprofit gallery Artists Space in New York. Douglas Eklund, who organized a Pictures Generation exhibition in 2009, noted that the series "never ceases to astonish, as if Sherman knew how to operate all of the machinery of mass-cultural representation with one hand tied behind her back." Her intuitive grasp of the self-portrait's theatrical appeal, especially when that self could be manipulated -- decades before anyone could have imagined camera filters on an iPhone -- has kept "Untitled Film Stills" relevant ever since. -- 
B.E.



Marcoci:
 There's something about the "Untitled Film Stills." It's this relationship between still and moving images. Cindy Sherman has the capacity to encapsulate, in a single [work], a narrative. She calls on this pantheon of women's roles from movies that we think we've seen, but none of them are based on an actual film still. There's one ["Untitled Film Still #13," 1978] where she looks like 
Brigitte Bardot in a
 head scarf from Jean-Luc Godard's "Contempt" (1963), but she's a librarian. She's reaching for a book. She makes the Bardot type into an intellectual, which is [an agency] that most male Hollywood filmmakers of the time, or even a filmmaker like Godard, would not have given the real Bardot. She was able to see something about how we engage with mass media and tweak it.



Douglas:
 I'm not convinced about Sherman. [There's] an art-world canonization of the work. How important was it? How influential? I don't think it was that important or influential outside of a very small area.



Marcoci:
 On the other hand, if you ask people if they know about Sherman, they probably do.



Le:
 They do. Many young women find Sherman's work empowering.



Marcoci:
 I never thought that we would just be considering photojournalism.



Meiselas:
 No.



Douglas:
 I mean, looking at the art world, I would include Ed Ruscha's "Every Building on the Sunset Strip" [1966].



13. Ed Ruscha, "Every Building on the Sunset Strip," 1966




Ed Ruscha, "Every Building on the Sunset Strip" (1966).




As a teenager in Oklahoma City in the 1950s, Ed Ruscha delivered newspapers by bicycle daily along a two-mile route. He dreamed about making a model of all the buildings on his circuit, he later recalled in an interview with the Los Angeles Times, "like an architect standing over a table and plotting out a city." After moving to Los Angeles for art school in 1956, Ruscha became obsessed with the city's architecture, particularly on the Sunset Strip, that part of Sunset Boulevard that stretches for about two miles, like his old paper route, across West Hollywood. In 1966, Ruscha photographed both sides of the Strip by securing a motorized camera to the bed of a pickup truck. The result was "Every Building on the Sunset Strip," a nearly 25-foot accordion-fold, self-published artist's book. Today, Ruscha is most famous for his text-based paintings, many of which reference corporate logos and advertising slogans, for which he is widely celebrated as postwar America's answer to the Dadaist nonsense movement. But his photography shares with the paintings a repetitive, deadpan humor. In addition to the Sunset Strip, Ruscha photographed swimming pools, gas stations, parking lots and apartments, and collected the images into small books that provoked the ire of critics -- and fellow photographers -- who deemed the work lacking in style and meaning. ("Only an idiot would take pictures of nothing but the filling stations," the photographer Jeff Wall once complained.) But what he created was a kind of time travel, a meticulous, obsessive visual cartography of a long-lost Los Angeles. He and his brother, Paul, still make the trip to photograph the street every couple of years. -- 
B.E.




Ed Ruscha, "Every Building on the Sunset Strip" (1966).




Marcoci:
 I love [Ed] Ruscha, and I think we've barely touched on conceptual photography. Obviously superimportant, but is he really the photographer that did so much for photography through that series?



Meiselas:
 I know what you mean. Of course, because the photographs came way early, we rediscovered them after he became famous for painting.



Miller:
 Well, he's certainly not as famous as a photographer as some people on this list, but I don't know if we need to get hung up on that.



Douglas:
 I think "Sunset Strip" was extraordinary. Ruscha produces photographs governed by a hard-core conceptual procedure. In the case of "Every Building on the Sunset Strip," the procedure is in the title and, in order to fulfill it, he had to make hundreds of stops along a Los Angeles street. But I also thought this was too inside the art world.



Miller:
 Maybe this is a good time to talk about Nan Goldin.




Ruscha's shot of Gazzarri's, a historic music venue that closed in 1993.




14. Nan Goldin, "The Ballad of Sexual Dependency," 1979-2004




Nan Goldin, "Nan One Month After Being Battered" (1984), from the series "The Ballad of Sexual Dependency" (1979-2004).




Nan Goldin originally presented "Ballad," named after a song from Bertolt Brecht's satirical musical "The Threepenny Opera," as a series of 35-millimeter slides shown by a carousel projector in bars and nightclubs and backed by an eclectic soundtrack -- from Dean Martin to the Velvet Underground. Goldin's visual diary is itself a bohemian opera of New York's downtown counterculture, a community freed from convention yet abandoned many times over by society; it documents sex, addiction, beauty, violence, powerful friendship, the AIDS crisis and the joyful struggle to live beyond the limits of the mainstream. Friends were photographed 
doing the twist at a party
 or preparing to inject heroin. In "Nan One Month After Being Battered" (1984), a portrait of domestic abuse, the artist's bloodshot eye meets the lens head-on. Goldin's "Ballad" has since been credited with inspiring everything from selfie culture to the raw, diaristic aesthetic and saturated color now commonplace across social media and in fine art. Over the years, Goldin would revise and update the series, presenting it with new images and a different soundtrack, and it would become an ubiquitous presence in galleries and museums. But because the work has so thoroughly permeated the culture, it's easy to overlook just how radical it was when it debuted. In "
All the Beauty and the Bloodshed
," Laura Poitras's 2022 documentary about Goldin, the photographer describes a resistance to her art in the '80s, "especially from male artists and gallerists who said 'This isn't photography. Nobody photographs their own life.' It was still a kind of outlier act." -- 
L.M.




Nan Goldin, "Self-Portrait in Kimono With Brian, N.Y.C." (1983).




Marcoci:
 We're talking about an artist who's very much engaged with youth culture, with the cultures that transgress gender binaries. Also with the ravages of a generation that takes drugs, that loves, that dies young. "The Ballad of Sexual Dependency" is a ballad. It shows this group of people as images set to music.



Meiselas:
 It was radical, it was very impactful to the photographic medium. But here's my question: Would we be choosing either Nan [Goldin] or Cindy Sherman if we didn't know their names?



Marcoci:
 Did you watch the "Ballad"?



Meiselas:
 Of course. I watched it in 1985.



Marcoci:
 How many times?



Meiselas:
 How many times has she changed it?



Marcoci:
 But even that I like. You don't need to choose one picture. It's interesting for me when photography is not just a moment that's frozen in time, when it has the capacity to change.




Nan Goldin, "Cookie at Tin Pan Alley, NYC" (1983).




15. Wolfgang Tillmans, "Lutz, Alex, Suzanne & Christoph on Beach (B/W)," 1993




Wolfgang Tillmans, "Lutz, Alex, Suzanne & Christoph on Beach (B/W)" (1993).




A slightly different, color image of the same people in "Lutz, Alex, Suzanne & Christoph on Beach (B/W)" was first published by i-D magazine in 1993 for an unconventional fashion story about camouflage. The German photographer Wolfgang Tillmans staged the scene in Bournemouth, England, where he'd attended art school the previous year, and captured a whorl of bodies in military fatigues, each person clasping another's arm, thigh or chest, and all wearing camouflage patterns from different countries -- a post-Cold War utopia. The black-and-white version was printed on color paper, which accounts for the warmth of its tone. On the beach, Lutz, Alex, Suzanne and Christoph appear as if from a scene in Charles and Ray Eames's 1977 short film "Powers of Ten," which zooms out from a sunny picnic into the farthest reaches of the universe. Tillmans's photograph "seems to model something like chosen family," says the curator Phil Taylor, who edited a collection of the artist's interviews. The way Tillmans envisions family in this early portrait -- as a tight embrace amid the implied violence of the outside world -- is emblematic of the way he would go on to depict men kissing at gay nightclubs or activists at antiwar demonstrations, each a picture of solidarity against the odds. -- 
B.E.



Le:
 I think Wolfgang [Tillmans] captured youth culture -- in magazines like i-D and The Face -- at a time [the early '90s] when young people were being captured in a different way: It was very clinical and idealized, and he just came out with this very real [take on] youth culture. The pictures were a little more grainy, and I think it [changed] the way young people are seen. My students always bring up his work. I think it's a way to photograph your family and friends and turn them into real protagonists. And I see that influence as very long-lasting.



Marcoci:
 What's interesting in this image is [that] it's four friends on a beach, dressed in camouflage. Camouflage immediately makes you think of military uniforms, of obedience, of listening to orders. But in the techno culture of these clubs in the 1990s, it had become a symbol of individuality and freedom: the exact opposite of what the uniform means.



Meiselas:
 This image, if I didn't know his name, I would've just turned the page.



Le:
 I think we need a picture that speaks about youth. And I think even though this picture was made in '93 ...



Miller:
 ... That's still how young people are photographed today.



16. Lee Friedlander, "Boston," 1986, From the Series "At Work," 1975-95




Lee Friedlander, "Boston" (1986).




Lee Friedlander is best known for photographing America's social landscape, from mundane street scenes in the Midwest to nudes of Madonna that were taken in the late 1970s. Between 1975 and 1995, he created six series of photographs depicting employees at different types of workplaces, including Rust Belt factories, a telemarketing call center and a New York investment firm. One of these series, commissioned by the M.I.T. Museum and produced between 1985 and 1986, looks at office workers in the Boston area who used desktop computers for their jobs. At the time, this was a fairly new development, but one that Friedlander presciently recognized would come to define not just corporate life but humanity itself. His subjects are often seemingly oblivious -- or indifferent -- to the presence of the camera. Likewise, his camera often omits the computers themselves, the ostensible subject of his images. Instead, the workers, sitting at brightly lit desks, are pictured from the chest up, their detached expressions familiar to any of us as they sit engrossed in (or bored by) screens just out of frame. With this series Friedlander had tapped into the dark comedy of the mundane. His influence can be seen in a generation of younger photographers who seek to question everyday life -- from Alec Soth to LaToya Ruby Frazier -- and whose images would mostly be viewed on screens. -- 
E.I.



Marcoci:
 I love this series.



Douglas:
 I love it, too, but I put this in out of guilt for not having more art people in here. It's images of these people just engaged in the world around them.



Meiselas:
 In autonomous labor. I remember when I first saw this series of white-collar workers in front of machines.



Le:
 No one had done that before.



17. LaToya Ruby Frazier, "The Last Cruze," 2019




LaToya Ruby Frazier's "United Auto Workers and Their Families Holding up 'Drive It Home' Campaign Signs Outside UAW Local 1112 Reuther Scandy Alli Union Hall, Lordstown, OH, 2019," from the series "The Last Cruze" (2019).




LaToya Ruby Frazier's series "The Last Cruze," named after the compact car made by General Motors, follows the 2019 closure of an auto plant in Lordstown, Ohio, that had been open since 1966. Over nine months, Frazier documented the impact one corporation can have on a community, which lost thousands of jobs. A selection of images from the series were first published in The New York Times Magazine in May 2019, and the work was later presented as a multimedia installation: More than 60 portraits and video interviews with union workers and their families were mounted to orange metal trusses at the Renaissance Society in Chicago. In the accompanying monograph, Frazier included essays by artists and critics as well as members of the local chapter of the United Auto Workers union. On its cover is this photograph, which she shot from a helicopter, showing a group of workers and their families protesting the plant's abrupt shuttering and requesting a new product to work on. Other images show Lordstown residents in various states of mourning -- wiping away tears or proudly displaying union memorabilia. Born in a Pennsylvania steel manufacturing town, Frazier embedded herself with the Ohio workers, producing one of the most detailed records of the gutting of America's working class. "'The Last Cruze' is a workers' monument," she has said. "It is half-holy, half-assembly line." -- 
L.M.



Marcoci:
 LaToya Ruby Frazier is a true artist-activist. These workers were losing their pension plans, their health benefits, you name it. It's a work that includes more than 60 pictures of union workers along with their testimonies, because she also did these interviews with them.



Miller:
 I think "The Last Cruze" might be the only complete photographic record we have of the impact that corporate decision-making has on a work force. GM skipped town, cut their costs and the people of Lordstown were left holding the bag. We have another picture, nominated by Susan, that also documents labor.



18. Sebastiao Salgado, "Serra Pelada Gold Mine, State of Para, Brazil," 1986




Sebastiao Salgado, "Serra Pelada Gold Mine, State of Para, Brazil," 1986.




One of the most striking aspects of Sebastiao Salgado's photographs of an open-air gold mine in Brazil is the scale. Several thousand men -- their bodies hunched and fragile -- are rendered miniature against the backdrop of a massive pit in the earth. In the photos, most of the miners are climbing into or out of that pit, holding tools or ferrying sacks up and down narrow ladders and steep slopes. In several shots, Salgado chose not to include the horizon within the frame; the viewer can't see where the workers' dangerous journey ends. The photographer, who was born in the state of Minas Gerais (which means "general mines") in Brazil, spent 35 days at Serra Pelada, living alongside the miners while he took these photographs. When they were published in 1987 in The New York Times Magazine, they revealed a late-20th-century gold rush and the appalling conditions facing those at the bottom of it. In the nearly four decades since, Salgado has gone on to capture the burning oil wells in Kuwait, the genocide in Rwanda and the destruction of the Amazon rainforest. Some critics have labeled him an "aesthete of misery," using the plight of the poor and disenfranchised to make visually striking pictures. When these images are exhibited in a fine art context, their size is so massive, the sheer aesthetics of the imagery threaten to eclipse the act of documentation. But in a profile in The Guardian this year marking his 80th birthday, Salgado responded, "I came from the third world. When I was born, Brazil was a developing country. The pictures I took, I took from my side, from my world, from where I come from. ... The flaw my critics have, I don't. It's the feeling of guilt." -- 
E.I.



Meiselas:
 The scale of what he presented to us at the time was really quite amazing.



Douglas:
 It was like, "Holy moly, that's still going on?"



Meiselas:
 Exactly.



19. Stuart Franklin, an Unidentified Man Blocking a Column of Tanks in Tiananmen Square, 1989




The subject of Franklin's famous image from the Tiananmen Square massacre has come to be known as Tank Man.




On June 5, 1989, as a column of tanks rolled into formation on Chang'an Avenue bordering Tiananmen Square, the Magnum photographer Stuart Franklin watched from the sixth-floor balcony of the nearby Beijing Hotel. He was holed up there with several other foreign correspondents, who were all covering the weekslong protests, led by hundreds of thousands of unarmed students, against the Chinese Communist Party. Two nights before, the People's Liberation Army had cleared the area with force; the next morning, they prevented parents from looking for students lost in the fray, and the soldiers fired live rounds even as medics attempted to rush the injured to safety. (Thousands are thought to have been killed in the protests, although an official death toll has never been released.) Suddenly, around noon on the 5th, a young man in a white shirt and dark pants, holding shopping bags in his hands, approached the first tank. On the video footage, it attempts to maneuver around him. Like a matador taunting a bull, he flings his arms in fury and, when the tank turns back, the man jumps out again. Yet the dramatic photograph Franklin took, with five tanks and a destroyed bus in the frame, draws its power from its stillness, its potential energy. (Four other photographers are known to have captured the same scene, including Jeff Widener, whose tightly framed version for The Associated Press ran on the front page of The Times.) Authoritarian regimes cannot tolerate symbolic images of resistance and, while the Tank Man -- whose identity has never been confirmed -- became an inspiration for pro-democracy movements across the world, he was snuffed out from official Chinese memory. Today, image searches in China for "Tiananmen Square" only turn up cheerful pictures of a tourist destination. -- 
B.E.



Douglas:
 Multiple photographers shot this image because they were all in the same corner of a hotel overlooking Tiananmen Square. They couldn't really shoot anywhere else on the square. The first time I saw this scene, it was a video.



Meiselas:
 Right, there was a television camera. The stills are very different. And I don't care whose image it is. I'm thinking about the man in front of the tank and what happens when one man stands up. And I love how this looks alongside Ernest Withers's "I Am a Man."



20. Adam Broomberg & Oliver Chanarin, "The Day Nobody Died," 2008




Broomberg & Chanarin, "The Press Conference, June 9, 2008 (detail)" from "The Day Nobody Died" (2008).




In 2008, the artist duo Adam Broomberg and Oliver Chanarin were embedded with the British Army in Afghanistan during a period that was, at the time, the deadliest week since the war began in 2001. They brought a lightproof box containing a roll of photographic paper, and, occasionally, exposed six-meter segments of the paper to the sun for 20 seconds at a time. They were creating photograms, which, as opposed to conventional war photographs, display the marks of their making but little else. The resulting works -- 12 in total -- set out "to create a kind of post-mortem of photojournalistic representation of conflict," as the artists wrote when the work was first exhibited. They made these images on days when a BBC fixer was executed or a suicide attack killed nine Afghan soldiers. But they also made one on the day that the title refers to -- a day with no fatalities. In a literal sense, there isn't anything to see in the images except splashes of light as abstract as a blurry sonogram. When Broomberg and Chanarin arrived in Afghanistan, the war was in its seventh year and, by then, a surfeit of photographs depicting death and violence had long been circulating. There's hardly consensus on what to leave out when depicting war, but there is some consensus on the need to bear witness. With their photograms, Broomberg and Chanarin found a new, unexpected, but no less emotional way of doing so. -- 
E.I.



Miller:
 There were a lot of different kinds of images of war from the George W. Bush era. Nadia, you nominated Adam Broomberg and Oliver Chanarin's "The Day Nobody Died," which is very abstract.



Douglas:
 What is it?



Vellam:
 They did this project in Afghanistan where they took rolls of photo paper and put them outside, exposing them to the sun or the weather. Whatever would happen while the photo paper was exposed was the work. It's about a new idea of photography, about it not depicting something specific but creating a mood. And this one was taken, as the title says, on a day nobody died, which is such an interesting and different way to talk about a conflict.



21. Richard Drew, "Falling Man," 2001




Richard Drew, "Falling Man," 2001.




When it was first published by The Associated Press, the photojournalist Richard Drew's image of a man falling to his death from the World Trade Center on the morning of Sept. 11, 2001, was denounced by many readers as exploitative. Several media outlets published the image once, on Sept. 12 -- including The Times, on page A7 -- but it then disappeared from circulation, confined to shock websites like rotten.com. There was no shortage of graphic images of 9/11, including footage of the planes flying into the buildings. But Drew's photo was uniquely unsettling because of its uncomfortable elegance: a single victim, framed by both north and south towers, caught in a fragile stasis before death. The image eventually began a strange afterlife as "one of the most famous photographs in human history," according to the journalist Tom Junod, who wrote 
a 2003 essay in Esquire
 in which he attempts to identify the falling man. He couldn't -- not definitively. No one has. Recalling war photography that valorizes the unknown soldier, "Falling Man" would go on to be one of the inspirations for a novel by Don DeLillo and an opera by Daniel Levy. Long after the dust settled on the former site of the World Trade Center, the photograph of the unnamed man remains, like "an unmarked grave," in Junod's words, merely asking that we look at it. -- 
E.I.



Miller:
 I think "Falling Man" is the defining image from the most violent day in America since the Civil War.



Shikeith:
 I was in middle school when 9/11 happened. Images from that day seem to seep into you. You carry them for life and they dictate certain fears and anxieties.



Miller:
 And then there are all the images from what happened in the years to come. The pictures of soldiers torturing detainees at Abu Ghraib military prison are arguably the most famous photographs from the war on terror.



22. Staff Sgt. Ivan L. Frederick II, Abu Ghraib Hooded Detainee, 2003




A detainee at the Abu Ghraib prison in Iraq, in a file image obtained by The Associated Press in late 2003.




In early 2004, investigations into abuse of Iraqi prisoners by U.S. soldiers at the Abu Ghraib detention facility had already been reported by news outlets including The New York Times and CNN. But the government had kept all photographs of torture out of view -- until leaked images reached CBS. Even then, the news anchor Dan Rather would claim, the network's executives only granted permission to show them when faced with the threat of a scoop by The New Yorker's investigative journalist Seymour Hersh. (CBS executives justified holding the photos on various grounds, including the desire to avoid retaliation against American hostages.) The Abu Ghraib photos finally appeared in both outlets later that year. Their subject matter is brutal: men stripped naked and made to form a human pyramid with soldiers grinning behind them; a hooded man standing atop a box, hooked to electrical wires. The fact that American soldiers had recorded these scenes on their personal cameras only made them more disturbing. The photos significantly shifted American public opinion on the war on terror, further demonstrating the power of an image to alter a story. They also speak to a broader shift in news photography, in which everyone -- no matter their intentions -- is now a potential journalist. -- 
L.M.



Shikeith:
 Both "Falling Man" and the hooded Iraqi detainee have a hard-core bodily effect on me. I think there was a sort of naivete to the world I grew up in, just this idea that America is the greatest place on earth. For a moment there, we believed the myth. At least I did. When I started seeing these images, I developed a distrust in a lot of things. It only got worse. I have a very pessimistic outlook, but it sort of begins here, with these images.



23. Carrie Mae Weems, "From Here I Saw What Happened and I Cried," 1995-96




Images from Carrie Mae Weems's "From Here I Saw What Happened and I Cried" (1995-96).




Carrie Mae Weems's "From Here I Saw What Happened and I Cried" is a work of appropriation that brings together 34 photographs, many of them of Black Americans, dating from the mid-19th century to the late 1960s, which collectively form a lesson on the history of racism in America. At the heart of the work are four images of people who were enslaved in South Carolina -- some of the earliest known images that exist of America's original sin -- taken by the photographer Joseph T. Zealy and commissioned in 1850 by the Harvard University biologist Louis Agassiz. Originally intended to illustrate Agassiz's baseless phrenological theories of Black inferiority, the pictures were rescaled and reframed by Weems, who also tinted them blood-red, making explicit the violence that allowed for their creation. Stored in Harvard's archives for more than a century, Zealy's images fell into obscurity, only to be rediscovered in 1976. After Weems used them without permission, the school threatened her with a lawsuit. "I think that your suing me would be a really good thing," she told the university, as she later recalled to the art historian Deborah Willis. "You should, and we should have this conversation in court." Instead of proceeding with the suit, Harvard acquired the work, further complicating the idea of ownership that Weems investigates. -- 
E.I.




An installation view of Carrie Mae Weems's "From Here I Saw What Happened and I Cried" (1995-96).




Vellam:
 We should talk about Carrie [Mae Weems].



Meiselas:
 We should definitely talk about Carrie. There are two very different options ["
Kitchen Table Series
," 1990, and "From Here I Saw What Happened and I Cried."]



Le:
 I chose the "Kitchen Table Series" [in which Weems poses as the matriarch in various domestic scenes she staged in a single room, containing little else but an overhead lamp and a table]. The kitchen table is symbolic -- it's the intimacy of the home. In a way I always felt these pictures were about people being able to be themselves, being open and visible in a way that they maybe can't in public.



Marcoci:
 To me, the "Kitchen Table Series" is a true performance for the camera in a way that Cindy's is in "Untitled Film Stills." But "From Here I Saw What Happened and I Cried" is an amazing work because it engages with race, with slavery, with colonialism, through an archive. The subjects here were really originally presented as specimens. But what Carrie does is give a voice back to these subjects, whose voices were completely muted. She enlarges the photographs. She tints them blood-red. The whole thing becomes a poem.



Shikeith:
 This particular work taught me how to use photographs to tell a story. And the fact that [Harvard threatened to sue her] introduces this whole other issue about who gets to tell what stories.



24. Deana Lawson, "Nation," 2018




Deana Lawson, "Nation" (2018).




The idea for "Nation" came to Deana Lawson in a dream. She was haunted by a story that George Washington's false teeth were 
made from the teeth of enslaved people
. For months, she kept an image of Washington's dentures -- held in Mount Vernon's collection -- on the wall of her bedroom. Lawson dreamed about a person wearing a mouth guard and wondered if she might forge a connection between the majesty of gold -- the jewelry of hip-hop and the regalia of the Ashanti Kingdom -- and the fact that the first president of the United States could only speak the lofty words of liberty through teeth that once belonged to the oppressed. Lawson is known for portraits she stages in homes and other intimate spaces, often decorated with a large array of objects: family pictures, children's toys, a Michael Jackson poster. In her images, Black men and women, their skin captured in color with meticulous attention to shade and tone, appear not as documentary subjects but as vessels. "Her people seem to occupy a higher plane, a kingdom of restored glory," the novelist 
Zadie Smith has written
 of Lawson's photography. At the photo shoot for "Nation," Lawson offered three hip-hop artists a selection of jewelry and a mouth guard, typically worn during dental procedures, painted gold. "Someone said that I'm ruthless when it comes to what I want," Lawson says in an interview in her self-titled 2018 monograph. "I have an image in mind that ... burns so deeply that I have to make it, and I don't care what people are going to think." "Nation" presents an endless series of questions about Black lineage, going back centuries before the nation's founding. Lawson later printed the picture of Washington's teeth on a card and slipped it into the edge of the work's golden frame. -- 
B.E.



Miller:
 Deana Lawson seems to be doing something similar to Weems in "Nation."



Marcoci:
 I think that's an amazing image. It's actually a collage, with the picture of George Washington's dentures tucked into the top right corner. She's said photography has the power to make history and the present speak to each other.



25. Carlijn Jacobs, "Renaissance," 2022




Carlijn Jacobs, "Renaissance" album cover (2022).




On July 29, 2022, when Beyonce released "Renaissance," the first of what she's envisioned as a three-act magnum opus (act two, "Cowboy Carter," was released this March), the public was exhausted after two and a half years of pandemic restrictions and unprecedented change to their daily routines. They were stir-crazy and impatient for the dance floor. Beyonce embraced the sounds of house music pioneered by Black and queer D.J.s, as well as the subversive, high-gloss styling of ballroom culture. The singer appears on the album's cover in a Nusi Quero-designed silver rope dress, sitting astride a horse covered in mirrors. The image was taken by Carlijn Jacobs, a Dutch fashion photographer interested in the art of masquerade and maximalist glamour, and alludes to both rodeo and royalty. It also conjures a range of artistic references, including Kehinde Wiley's painting "
Equestrian Portrait of Isabella of Bourbon
" (2016); Rose Hartman's snapshots of 
Bianca Jagger on a white horse
 at Studio 54 in 1977; and 
John Collier's 1890s painting
 of Lady Godiva, the 11th-century Englishwoman said to have rode her horse naked through the streets as a form of protest. -- 
B.E.



Vellam:
 Does anybody else feel like we're missing a pop-culture celebrity moment? If we're talking about images that go everywhere, and that people who live in the middle of the country all are going to look at, I don't feel we have that.



Douglas:
 I think it's important to include the idea of celebrity culture in photography. I'm not quite sure what that would be.



Le:
 There's the [2017] picture of 
Beyonce pregnant with all the flowers
.



Miller:
 Initially, Shikeith had also picked Beyonce from 
the album cover
 of "Dangerously in Love" (2003).



Marcoci:
 But sorry, why don't we then just choose a [Richard] Avedon of a celebrity?



Vellam:
 
Marilyn Monroe
 [from 1957]. But don't we feel like we have plenty of photographs from the past? Don't we want to think about what celebrity is now?



Miller:
 What's the iconic pop culture image from the last five years?



Douglas:
 Is there a Kardashian image?



Vellam:
 I can't, because I hate them so much. But yes, you want the thing of [Kim Kardashian] when she broke the internet with her butt [an image that ran on 
the cover of Paper magazine
 in 2014].



Douglas:
 I'm going back to Beyonce, because [you want] an image of a celebrity who's not a person but an image. She's like a simulacrum somehow.



Vellam:
 With her "Renaissance" cover, suddenly she was plastered everywhere. It was all over the city.



Douglas:
 I'd buy that.



Shikeith:
 I think it's very important that she released this album and highlighted Black queer contributions to music in the culture because, very frequently, those same contributions are erased or attributed to someone else. Especially in pop culture.



Marcoci:
 Can you hold it up on your phone?



Vellam:
 Yeah. I listen to it all the time.



Top: Gordon Parks, "Department Store, Mobile, Alabama" (1956) (c) the Gordon Parks Foundation; NASA/William A. Anders, "Earthrise" (1968); Alberto Korda, "Guerrillero Heroico (Che Guevara)" (1960) (c) Alberto Korda, courtesy of the Alberto Korda Estate; Stuart Franklin, an unidentified man blocking a column of tanks in Tiananmen Square (1989) (c) Stuart Franklin/Magnum Photos; Deana Lawson, "Nation" (2018) (c) Deana Lawson, courtesy of the artist and David Kordansky Gallery; LaToya Ruby Frazier, "United Auto Workers and Their Families Holding up 'Drive It Home' Campaign Signs Outside UAW Local 1112 Reuther Scandy Alli Union Hall, Lordstown, OH, 2019," from the series "The Last Cruze" (2019) (c) LaToya Ruby Frazier, courtesy of the artist and Gladstone Gallery
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What's Behind TikTok's Beef With Chipotle?



A series of popular videos on the platform encourage users to protest the restaurant chain's portion sizes by walking out without paying or filming workers.




TikTok creators' claims are anecdotal, and occasionally conspiratorial. Recently, Chipotle's chief executive felt compelled to respond.




By Joseph Bernstein


Jun 09, 2024


When Chipotle Mexican Grill started rolling out across the United States over two decades ago, food writers were astonished at the restaurant's portion sizes.



"Behemoth California creations," The New York Times 
wrote in 2003
 of the chain's signature offering, the burrito. So big that "it takes a little practice to handle one," 
went a 2002 article
 in The Washington Post, which compared the size of a Chipotle burrito to a human head.



But times have changed, and so have the critics -- they're all on social media.



Now, a crop of young customers insists they're not getting enough food in their orders, and they're whipping out their phones to prove it.



Over the past month, TikTok users have devised a variety of viral tactics to protest what they say are skimpy portions from a chain known for dispensing guac-covered mountains of carbs and protein -- including walking out of the restaurant without paying if they feel they've been shortchanged, and filming workers under the theory that surveillance leads to more rice, beans and steak.



Their claims are anecdotal, and occasionally conspiratorial. (In Reddit threads and deep in TikTok comments, anonymous posters frequently claim, without proof, to have inside connections at the chain.)



But they're widespread enough that Chipotle has felt compelled to respond.



"There have been no changes in our portion sizes, and we have reinforced proper portioning with our employees," Laurie Schalow, the company's chief of corporate affairs and food safety, said in a statement.



The complaints began last month. On May 3, the 
TikTok food critic Keith Lee
 published a review of Chipotle to his 16 million followers, in which he estimated that his $12 bowl included only "four pieces of chicken, visually." The same day, the influencer Drew Polenske announced a plan on TikTok to increase portion sizes: flooding the Chipotle app with bad ratings.



"It needs to change," he said 
in the video
, which has been viewed nearly two million times.



A week later, he 
encouraged
 his followers to walk out of restaurants if the portions weren't big enough.



One dissatisfied customer was Isaac Francis, a 25-year-old model and influencer in Los Angeles. Mr. Francis said that he had relied on Chipotle for many years to provide what he called "a very nutrient-dense meal for not a lot of money." But in recent months, he said, he noticed that he was getting smaller portions at his favorite Chipotle location in Hollywood. At the same time, prices had gone up. (In October, the chain 
told USA Today
 that it had raised prices for the fourth time in two years.)



"If the price goes up, the portions ideally should go up as well," Mr. Francis said.



Motivated by other TikTok videos, Mr. Francis decided to join in on what he called "the peaceful protest." On May 18, he walked into his Chipotle, filming, and asked for a bowl to go. When he believed the worker did not give him enough beans, Mr. Francis said, "Appreciate you, bro," left the bowl behind and walked out without paying. The video, which is captioned "
couldn't let him disrespect me with the protein
," has received more than 114,000 likes. (The popularity of videos like Mr. Francis' have led to a spinoff genre of satirical posts in which people bring professional recording equipment into Chipotle.)



While influencers like Mr. Francis and Mr. Polenske say they are fighting for consumers, others feel their videos are punishing the counter workers at Chipotle, who are paid an average of $17 an hour, according to Erin Wolford, a company spokeswoman. A 
thread in the Chipotle subreddit
 demanding that customers stop recording employees touched off an impassioned debate, with over 1,000 comments.



"People think (or at least say) that they are doing it to stand up against corporate greed and injustice but are filming line workers without their consent while they try to scrape out a living," one comment reads.



In a statement, Ms. Wolford discouraged the practice. "We appreciate when our guests treat our employees with the respect that they deserve," she wrote. "Filming does not result in larger portion sizes."



Mr. Polenske and Mr. Francis both said they didn't intend to scapegoat workers.



"It's a wake-up call to the corporate side of Chipotle," Mr. Polenske said.



In a 
video interview
 published on May 30 with Fortune magazine, Brian Niccol, Chipotle's chief executive, denied that the restaurant was serving smaller portions. (The day before, in an 
interview with Jim Cramer
 on CNBC's "Mad Money," Mr. Niccol said the filming trend 
"bums me out."
)



But the clip may have backfired. In the video, Mr. Niccol suggested that customers could get more toppings with a subtle nod at the person behind the counter -- a gesture that has been picked apart online and given rise to its own wave of comedic interpretations.



And, by conceding the point that portion sizes are variable, Mr. Niccol seems to have given his critics -- who had very little proof to begin with -- something new to sink their teeth into.



"I don't think this is over," Mr. Polenske said. "They didn't address the concerns."
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Chucky, Queer Icon?



A graphic on the Peacock home screen seemed to induct the killer doll into the gay pantheon. His creator, however, says Chucky's queer credentials are well established.




Chucky, a character known to horror fans since the late 1980s, was resurrected in a 2021 TV series currently available to stream on Peacock.




By Sandra E. Garcia


Jun 10, 2024


During Pride Month, it can seem as if their faces are everywhere: Madonna, James Baldwin, Elton John, Judy Garland, Grace Jones, Bea Arthur. The well of queer icons is as deep as it is colorful. But how about Chucky, the homicidal redhead doll?



Chucky, the killer doll who first appeared in the 1988 horror film "Child's Play," was thrust into the L.G.B.T.Q. spotlight this month when Peacock, NBCUniversal's streaming service, displayed a banner on its home screen advertising a collection of queer-themed movies and TV shows. The image included the demonic doll, as well as the evergreen gay icons Cher and Alan Cumming, beside the words "Amplifying LGBTQIA+ Voices."



Through the years, viewers have come to learn quite a bit about the horror movie character, watching him navigate companionship ("Bride of Chucky") and parenthood ("Seed of Chucky"). But many seem to have been taken by surprise that he was also a queer ally.



In the first season of the TV series "Chucky," one of several "queer horror" offerings in Peacock's 
Pride collection
, the doll reveals to Jake, a gay teenager who bought him at a yard sale, that he has his own queer, gender-fluid child.



"You're cool with it?" Jake asks.



"I'm not a monster, Jake," the doll responds. Chucky, it seems, 
is a PFLAG parent.



Also in
 
Season 1 of the TV show, Chucky is living his life -- including his sex life -- in a woman's body, and he remarks on how interesting it has been. Chucky has broadened his sexual horizons.



While some online seemed 
shocked
 -- or at least 
amused
 -- by the streaming service's choice to use Chucky's image to represent queer voices, others were ready to claim him for their community: "
Chucky is for us
," one user on X wrote.



When asked how Chucky was selected to appear on the service's queer Mount Rushmore, a representative for Peacock declined to comment beyond sending links to videos attesting to Chucky's queer bona fides.




An image on Peacock showcasing the streaming platform's collection of queer-themed content left some baffled and others delighted.




Don Mancini, who created the Chucky character and wrote the seven movies in the "Child's Play" franchise that he inspired, was open to the idea that the doll occupied a realm in which he is not bound by sexuality -- or the limitations of human bodies, for that matter.



Mr. Mancini said in an interview on Monday that he had not seen any negative online chatter about Chucky's L.G.B.T.Q. support; he figured that those who were shocked were simply not in the know.



"I just assumed that they weren't horror fans, and not being horror fans, they just weren't aware of Chucky's status as a queer icon," Mr. Mancini said. "I think that's fairly well known by this point."



Mr. Mancini, who is a gay man, created Chucky in 1988. Ten years later, the doll's comfort with gender fluidity made it to the silver screen with "Bride of Chucky." Even then, it gave critics something to talk about, he said.



"'Bride of Chucky' was one of the first -- to me -- certainly one of the first mainstream horror movies to have a sort of casually, positively gay character," Mr. Mancini said. "We didn't make a big deal with it. He was gay. He certainly wasn't judged for being gay."



Mr. Mancini was proud of the breakthrough in the horror genre, he said. In the next "Child's Play" film, 2004's "Seed of Chucky," Mr. Mancini wanted to lean into the franchise's queerness. In that movie, Chucky and his wife, Tiffany, have a doll-child who is gender-fluid.



"It has really been nice for me again, as a gay man, to have a lot of gay, queer and trans fans say that movie meant a lot to them, and that those characters meant a lot to them as queer kids," Mr. Mancini said. "We have been very proud to be branded as the -- I don't know if we're 
the
 gay horror franchise, but we are 
a
 gay horror franchise."



One person who appears to have been privy to Chucky's queer history is Alan Cumming, who appears in the Peacock banner alongside Chucky and Cher, as her character in "Burlesque."



Mr. Cumming posted a photo of the banner on his 
Instagram account
 with the caption, "Together at last!"
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