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        Supreme Court upholds broad access to key abortion pill mifepristone
        Ann Marimow

        Ever since the high court eliminated the right to abortion in 2022, medications to terminate pregnancy have grown in importance and been challenged in court.

      

      
        Elections 2024 live updates: Trump huddling with House and Senate Republicans
        Maegan Vazquez, Mariana Alfaro, Patrick Svitek, Azi Paybarah

        Live updates from the 2024 campaign trail, with the latest news on presidential candidates, polls, primaries and more.

      

      
        Supreme Court rejects attempt to trademark 'Trump Too Small'
        Ann Marimow, Justin Jouvenal

        The Biden administration asked the justices to uphold the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office's decision to deny the patent application from attorney Steve Elster

      

      
        Having locked up actual miners, Trump tries to woo bitcoin ones
        Philip Bump

        The focus, added to his stump speech this year, is likely more of a response to shifts in support than a driver of it.

      

      
        Italy's Meloni, boosted by far-right election gains, hosts G-7 leaders
        Anthony Faiola, Stefano Pitrelli

        The triumph of Giorgia Meloni's party in European Parliament elections this week has transformed the G-7 summit in Puglia into a victory lap.

      

      
        Fetterman had speeding tickets, distracted driving episodes before car crash
        Liz Goodwin

        Sen. John Fetterman (D-Pa.) was at fault for a Sunday morning auto accident in western Maryland, where he was speeding before rear-ending another driver, a 62-year old woman, who was taken to the hospital, according to a Maryland State Police report.

      

      
        Republicans introduce bill to ban federal DEI programs
        Taylor Telford

        The measure backed by several GOP lawmakers would also halt federal funding for agencies, schools and other organizations that have DEI policies.

      

      
        Biden presses to keep reproductive rights in G-7 agreement
        Tyler Pager, Anthony Faiola, Matt Viser

        Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni sought to eliminate a statement in the communique backing abortion rights.

      

      
        Senate to vote on protecting IVF amid election-year battle over reproductive rights
        Patrick Svitek

        The vote, expected Thursday, is meant to challenge Republicans to back up their claims earlier this year that they support in vitro fertilization.

      

      
        The biggest 2024 Supreme Court rulings so far, and what's still to come
        Ann Marimow, Nick Mourtoupalas, Tobi Raji

        We're tracking decisions in the biggest cases before the Supreme Court in 2024. See the latest.

      

      
        Condemnation before cause: The House GOP lashes out once again
        Philip Bump

        A sort of Trump in microcosm, the caucus keeps using its power against political opponents on transparently thin pretexts.

      

      
        G-7 leaders agree to deal to tap frozen Russian assets for Ukraine
        Matt Viser, Tyler Pager

        Biden will also sign a security pact with Ukraine as democratic leaders aim to signal strong support for the country.

      

      
        Trump seeks to lock arms with Hill Republicans on politics and policy
        Marianna Sotomayor, Liz Goodwin

        Trump is headed to Capitol Hill on Thursday, where he will meet with House and Senate Republicans and rally behind a political and policy agenda for the campaign. It's a gamble for the Hill GOP.

      

      
        In Trump's orbit, some muse about mandatory military service
        Juliann Ventura, Julian Andreone

        Only 1 percent of the U.S. population serves in the military. Some in Donald Trump's camp say it's time more young adults put "some skin in the game."

      

      
        For the first time since Jan. 6, Trump comes to Capitol Hill
        Paul Kane

        The ex-president's off-campus visits Thursday with congressional Republicans mark his first foray to Capitol Hill since he was in office and since his supporters attacked Congress.

      

      
        Here's what the Christian right wants from a second Trump term
        Michelle Boorstein, Hannah Knowles

        Religious conservatives see opportunities for fresh gains after a series of victories during Trump's first term. Rights advocates see a dangerous blurring of church and state.

      

      
        Protesters expected to be moved away from park near GOP convention
        Josh Dawsey

        The likely shift comes after months of debate among the GOP, the Secret Service and the city of Milwaukee on where to allow protests.

      

      
        Culture wars spark again as House weighs massive defense policy bill
        Abigail Hauslohner

        Far-right Republicans are working to load the $895.3 billion NDAA with provisions targeting abortion, aid for Ukraine and Gaza, and border security.

      

      
        Trump, seeking to show unity, to meet with GOP lawmakers on Capitol Hill
        Amy B Wang, Marianna Sotomayor, Liz Goodwin, Mariana Alfaro

        It will be Trump's first public visit to Capitol Hill since the Jan. 6 insurrection and his first meetings with congressional Republicans since his conviction.

      

      
        Biden heads to Italy to meet with nervous G-7 allies
        Amy B Wang, Mariana Alfaro, Azi Paybarah, Patrick Svitek, Maegan Vazquez

        Live updates from the 2024 campaign trail, with the latest news on presidential candidates, polls, primaries and more.

      

      
        Trump defense formally asks N.Y. judge to terminate gag order
        Shayna Jacobs

        The former president's attorneys argued in a 21-page motion made public on Wednesday that Trump must be able to speak freely as a presidential debate nears and as his rivals discuss his legal issues during a peak time in his 2024 campaign.

      

      
        The incredible low-information voter
        Aaron Blake

        How much are Americans paying attention to politics? This little.

      

      
        Special elections give a sense of House results -- but not presidential
        Philip Bump

        Data compiled by DailyKos suggests that special election shifts give a good sense of how House voting will go. That's less true of presidential results.

      

      
        The right takes a Biden-laptop victory lap around an empty arena
        Philip Bump

        The issue was always whether the material was part of a foreign effort to influence the election -- as had occurred four years before.

      

      
        Democrats' surprisingly close Ohio special election loss, in context
        Aaron Blake

        Democrat Michael Kripchak lost by less than 10 points in a district Donald Trump carried by 29 in 2020. It's merely the latest Democratic over-performance, but what does it mean?
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Supreme Court upholds broad access to key abortion pill mifepristone
Ever since the high court eliminated the right to abortion in 2022, medications to terminate pregnancy have grown in importance and been challenged in court.
By Ann Marimow | 2024-06-13

Mifepristone, a key abortion medication, is the target of litigation seeking to restrict access to the pill used in more than 60 percent of U.S. abortions. (Paul Ratje/For The Washington Post)


The Supreme Court on Thursday refused to limit access to a widely used abortion medication, rejecting a challenge from antiabortion doctors two years after the court's conservative majority overturned Roe v. Wade.
In a unanimous ruling, the court sided with the Biden administration and the manufacturer of mifepristone and reversed a lower court decision that would have made it more difficult to obtain the drug used in more than 60 percent of U.S. abortions. The opinion was not on the substance of the case, but on a procedural ruling that the plaintiffs did not have legal grounds to bring the challenge.
Writing for the court, Justice Brett M. Kavanaugh said the antiabortion doctors who brought the case do not prescribe or use mifepristone, and the FDA's relaxed regulation of the medication does not require those doctors to do or refrain from doing anything.
"Rather, the plaintiffs want FDA to make mifepristone more difficult for other doctors to prescribe and for pregnant women to obtain," Kavanaugh wrote. Under the Constitution, he added, a group's "desire to make a drug less available for others does not establish standing to sue."
Ever since the high court eliminated the nationwide right to abortion in 2022, medications to terminate pregnancy have grown in importance and become a major target of litigation, in part because the pills can be sent by mail, including to states that have severely limited or banned abortions.
Even though the court's decision was unanimous, it is unlikely to be the end of efforts to restrict access to the pill. The ruling leaves an opening for three states -- Missouri, Kansas and Idaho -- to quickly try to revive the challenge before a federal judge in Texas who is well-known for his antiabortion views.
After the ruling, antiabortion advocates quickly pledged to continue their efforts to limit access to mifepristone -- promising that this case is not over.
"While we're disappointed with the court's decision, we will continue to advocate for women and work to restore common-sense safeguards for abortion drugs," said Alliance Defending Freedom's senior counsel, Erin Hawley, who represented the antiabortion doctors. "And we are grateful that three states stand ready to hold the FDA accountable for jeopardizing the health and safety of women and girls across this country.
President Biden said in a statement Thursday that the court's decision "does not change the fact that the fight for reproductive freedom continues. ... It does not change the fact that the right for a woman to get the treatment she needs is imperiled if not impossible in many states."
The issue of who has standing to sue over FDA decisions could also resurface if the agency, under a different presidential administration, reinstates restrictions on the medication -- sparking legal challenges from abortion rights groups.
While this decision is a "resounding victory" for reproductive rights advocates, the opinion "sidesteps the core issue of how involved in the FDA decision-making process the courts will be," said Ameet Sarpatwari, an attorney and assistant professor of medicine at Harvard Medical School.
The justices were reviewing a decision from the conservative U.S. Court of Appeals for the 5th Circuit that said that the Food and Drug Administration failed to follow proper procedures or thoroughly explain its reasoning when it loosened regulations for obtaining mifepristone in 2016 and 2021.
A group of antiabortion doctors sued the FDA, saying the agency did not sufficiently consider safety concerns when it removed restrictions starting in 2016 that allowed the use of mifepristone later in pregnancy; permitted medical providers other than doctors to prescribe it; and cleared the way for the medication to be sent directly to patients by mail.

Mifepristone was approved by the Food and Drug Administration in 2000. A large body of research has shown the medication to be safe and effective.


The FDA, considered one of the world's most stringent regulators, first approved the medication in 2000. The agency has repeatedly found the medication-abortion protocol that includes mifepristone and a second drug, misoprostol, to be a safe and effective alternative to surgical abortions. Leading studies have shown that the changes in regulations that are the focus of the lawsuit do not affect the safety or efficacy of the medication.
In advance of oral argument in March, hundreds of pharmaceutical companies and former FDA officials warned the justices not to second-guess scientific experts, and said a ruling against the FDA would destabilize the regulatory system and jeopardize investments in research and innovation.
Most of the questions from the justices at argument centered on whether the antiabortion challengers had a legal right -- or standing -- to file the lawsuit. Lawyers defending the drug said the challengers were not directly harmed by the FDA's loosening of regulations.
Individual physicians and the Alliance for Hippocratic Medicine filed the initial lawsuit in Amarillo, Tex., where the only sitting District Court judge is Matthew Kacsmaryk, a Trump nominee known for his long-standing opposition to abortion.
Kacsmaryk's 2023 ruling would have removed the medication from the market completely, but the 5th Circuit scaled back the decision. It was the first time a judge suspended longtime approval of a medication despite opposition from the FDA and the drug's manufacturer.
When the Supreme Court agreed to review the case, the justices said they would not consider taking mifepristone off the market but would look at the rule changes in 2016 and 2021 that made it easier to obtain mifepristone.
In its opinion Thursday, the court acknowledged the strongly-held objections of the antiabortion doctors but said those beliefs were not sufficient to meet the standard for bringing a case in court because the doctors had not suffered a direct injury.
"We recognize that many citizens, including the plaintiff doctors here, have sincere concerns about and objections to others using mifepristone and obtaining abortions. But citizens and doctors do not have standing to sue simply because others are allowed to engage in certain activities," Kavanaugh wrote.
Allowing doctors or other health-care providers to challenge general safety regulations as unlawfully lax would be "an unprecedented and limitless approach" that would open the door to lawsuits from doctors over numerous policies affecting public health, the court said.
The antiabortion doctors said that the FDA's loosening of regulations will cause more pregnant women to suffer complications from mifepristone, and that the doctors would therefore be required -- against their consciences -- to provide emergency abortion or related treatment.
But the court echoed assurances from the Biden administration in its opinion that federal conscience laws protect doctors from being required to perform abortions or to provide other treatment that violates their consciences. The justices said the doctors had not identified any examples in which they were required to perform an abortion or of a hospital failing to accommodate a doctors' objections.
This is a developing story. It will be updated.
Justin Jouvenal, Caroline Kitchener and David Ovalle contributed to this report.
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Elections 2024 live updates: Trump huddling with House and Senate Republicans
Live updates from the 2024 campaign trail, with the latest news on presidential candidates, polls, primaries and more.
By Maegan Vazquez, Mariana Alfaro, Patrick Svitek, Azi Paybarah, Paul Kane, Tyler Pager, Anthony Faiola, Matt Viser, Ann Marimow, Michelle Boorstein, Hannah Knowles, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Cristiano Lima-Strong, Theodoric Meyer, Josh Dawsey, Taylor Lorenz, Marianna Sotomayor, Liz Goodwin, Holly Bailey, Ellen Nakashima, Michael Birnbaum | 2024-06-13
Former president Donald Trump is on Capitol Hill on Thursday for separate meetings with House and Senate Republicans as he tries to shore up congressional support for his bid to return to the White House. It is Trump's first visit to Capitol Hill since the Jan. 6, 2021, insurrection in which a pro-Trump mob stormed the Capitol complex in an attempt to stop the certification of Democrat Joe Biden's election victory.
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Supreme Court rejects attempt to trademark 'Trump Too Small'
The Biden administration asked the justices to uphold the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office's decision to deny the patent application from attorney Steve Elster
By Ann Marimow, Justin Jouvenal | 2024-06-13

A screenshot from the website trumptoosmall.com shows the slogan "Trump too small" on a T-shirt for sale. (Trumptoosmall.com/The Washington Post)


The Supreme Court on Thursday rejected a California lawyer's free-speech claim that he may trademark the double-entendre phrase "Trump Too Small" for use on T-shirts criticizing former president Donald Trump.
The Biden administration asked the justices to uphold the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office's decision to deny the trademark application from attorney Steve Elster because federal law disallows trademarks that use a person's name without their consent.
In writing the unanimous decision by the court, Justice Clarence Thomas said the ruling was narrow and does not address broader questions about trademark and free speech rights. The justices said they would leave those concerns to future cases.
"We conclude that a tradition of restricting the trademarking of names has coexisted with the First Amendment, and the names clause fits within that tradition," Thomas wrote. "Though the particulars of the doctrine have shifted over time, the consistent through line is that a person generally had a claim only to his own name."
The decision reverses a unanimous panel of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit, which said in 2022 that a prohibition on violating a person's privacy was outweighed by Elster's First Amendment right to criticize public officials.
At oral argument in November in Vidal v. Elster, Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. suggested that ruling for Elster could make it more difficult for others to create their own takes about Trump, the presumptive Republican presidential nominee.
Elster came up with the idea for a "Trump Too Small" T-shirt after a memorable exchange of locker-room taunts in 2016 between Trump and Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.), who at the time were rivals for the Republican presidential nomination. Tired of Trump's dismissal of him as "Little Marco," Rubio criticized the size of Trump's hands during a campaign stop.
"You know what they say about men with small hands," Rubio told a crowd in Salem, Va., pausing afterward to let the audience laugh. "You can't trust 'em."
Trump responded during a televised presidential debate days later with a remarkable claim about the size of his hands, and other extremities.
"Look at those hands, are they small hands?" Trump said, raising them for viewers to see. "And, he referred to my hands -- 'if they're small, something else must be small.' I guarantee you there's no problem. I guarantee."
Solicitor General Elizabeth B. Prelogar told the court that Elster is free to use the phrase "Trump Too Small" however he wants, but the government does not have to give him the protections that come with trademark registrations.
Living people have a valuable right to their own names, Prelogar wrote in advance of the oral argument. Elster's "unquestioned First Amendment right to criticize the former President does not entitle him to enhanced mechanisms for enforcing property rights in another person's name."
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Having locked up actual miners, Trump tries to woo bitcoin ones
The focus, added to his stump speech this year, is likely more of a response to shifts in support than a driver of it.
By Philip Bump | 2024-06-13

Former president Donald Trump speaks at the Libertarian National Convention at the Washington Hilton in Washington on May 25. (Jose Luis Magana/AP)


For many Americans, Donald Trump's recent social-media post about cryptocurrency would likely be inscrutable. He opposes a "CBDC"? He thinks "bitcoin mining" will make us "energy dominant"? What, exactly, is all of this about?
The short answer is that Trump senses that America's community of cryptocurrency advocates is one that is leaning his way so, in keeping with his standard approach to politics (and business), he's pouring it on for them. He is embracing niche crypto positions as a response to the community's enthusiasm more than as a driver of that enthusiasm. It's similar to the way he's tailoring pitches to other communities where he thinks he's gaining ground, like Black voters and younger voters more generally.
That's the important point here, but let's first offer the longer answer, explaining what Trump was saying and why.
The post at issue linked to an essay in Bitcoin magazine written by a former communications staffer from Trump's administration. It suggested that Trump was "the best choice for bitcoin," which Trump's post amplified.
"VOTE FOR TRUMP! Bitcoin mining may be our last line of defense against a CBDC," it read. "Biden's hatred of Bitcoin only helps China, Russia, and the Radical Communist Left. We want all the remaining Bitcoin to be MADE IN THE USA!!! It will help us be ENERGY DOMINANT!!!"
A "CBDC" is a central bank digital currency, a government-issued cryptocurrency. The idea is anathema to many bitcoin advocates, given their embrace of cryptocurrency as an alternative to government-backed currencies. Trump, in a bid to appeal to crypto enthusiasts, has taken up the cause -- at least, as part of his stump speech.
"I will never allow the creation of a central bank digital currency," Trump has said (in one form or another) a half-dozen times in speeches this year, including during remarks at the anti-government Libertarian Party convention. The denunciation generally comes in a list of campaign pledges he's reading from the teleprompter.
This was not an issue when he was president. In fact, he excoriated cryptocurrencies specifically in 2019, saying that he was "not a fan" and that the currencies could "facilitate unlawful behavior."
But now he wants "all the remaining Bitcoin to be made in the USA," which is like declaring that you want all the remaining animated feature films to be made in the USA: If people in other places have computers, they're going to have a shot at mining bitcoin.
Bitcoin mining isn't real mining, obviously. It's a term of art used to describe the efforts to solve complicated mathematical equations, with users who solve the equations earning bitcoin as a reward. This isn't pen-and-paper equation-solving but computational, so the effort to solve the equations requires an enormous amount of computing power -- and, by extension, electricity. This, apparently is why Trump says a focus on bitcoin mining would make the United States "energy dominant," though it's a bit like saying that using a much higher percentage of the world's gasoline would make us fossil-fuel dominant.
Trump's effort to appeal to the cryptocurrency community isn't surprising given how young and male that community skews. That broader constituency is one that Trump has been targeting for some time.
Polling conducted by YouGov earlier this year reflected that younger Americans and men were more likely to have heard a lot about cryptocurrency.




Men were also more likely to have invested in cryptocurrency, though this constituency skewed slightly older.




But hearing about cryptocurrency and having confidence in it are two different things. About three-quarters of Americans, including young Americans, indicated that they thought at least half of cryptocurrency companies were outright scams.




At Axios, Trump's promotion of cryptocurrency, including his introduction of a line of NFTs in 2022, was framed as part of his effort to appeal to younger voters. But this brings us back to the initial point: His proposals tend to follow indications of support rather than drive them. (The NFTs, meanwhile, were pretty clearly a pure money play.)
Data from Gallup shows that younger, Black and Hispanic Americans have drifted right, particularly since 2020. This isn't reflected strongly in voter registration data analyzed by Pew Research Center, but it is something Trump and his allies have picked up on. So his campaign tries to press its perceived advantage.
The campaign and its allies tend to present the causation backward, too. After Trump was processed following his indictment in Georgia, for example, his mug shot was hailed by conservative pundits as driving new Black support for his candidacy. There was no evidence of that. In June 2023, YouGov measured Trump's support among Black voters at 15 percent. The mug shot was in August of that year. A recent YouGov poll had Trump at a statistically similar 12 percent.
Polls do show younger voters as more divided on the contest between Trump and President Biden than was reflected in 2020 exit polling. But that's been the case for some time; younger voters were among the first constituencies to sour on Biden's presidency. The trend began well before someone on Trump's team slipped his denunciation of central bank cryptocurrencies into his stump speech.
The question, of course, is what happens on Election Day. Polling also suggests that Biden has a wider advantage among the most likely voters, including among younger Americans. The Harvard Youth Poll, released in April, showed that effect dramatically.




Trump's social-media post about bitcoin reflects an effort to appeal to cryptocurrency advocates even as it conveys some lack of familiarity with the community. It seems safe to assume that the endorsement is less about broadly appealing to young voters than trying to lock up a favorable voting bloc, however modest. It's also about once again positioning Trump as the outsider, the guy willing to take on the establishment in all of its manifestations.
He spent decades trying to close the deal in New York City real estate transactions. This post about bitcoin can probably best be read as an effort to sweeten the deal for a customer that he hopes is just about to put pen to paper.
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Italy's Meloni, boosted by far-right election gains, hosts G-7 leaders
The triumph of Giorgia Meloni's party in European Parliament elections this week has transformed the G-7 summit in Puglia into a victory lap.
By Anthony Faiola, Stefano Pitrelli | 2024-06-13

Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni, center, is flanked by the leaders of Germany, Canada, France, the United States, Japan and Britain at the Group of Seven summit in the Puglia region of Italy on Thursday. (Ludovic Marin/AFP/Getty Images)


BARI, Italy -- In a selfie posted Sunday, the 47-year-old leader makes a V for "victory" sign a la Winston Churchill, the glint in her eye conveying a burst of pride. And why not? If anyone has earned political bragging rights in Europe, it's Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni.
Meloni's hard-right Brothers of Italy party made strong gains in Sunday's European Parliament election results, leaving the Italian leader riding high as the parties of France's Emmanuel Macron and Germany's Olaf Scholz suffered resounding defeats.
For Meloni, the triumph has transformed the Group of Seven summit in Puglia, where she is hosting world leaders including President Biden, into a victory lap.
In just 18 months at the helm of Italy, Meloni has become a model of how a far-right leader can win warm acceptance in the West. Donning a smart pink pantsuit, Meloni effervescently greeted arriving world leaders Thursday, smiling and jocularly offering small asides. She appeared notably more subdued when greeting one head of state she has seen less than eye to eye with: Macron. During the family photo, she stood at the center -- and as the only female national leader in the shot.

French President Emmanuel Macron called for a surprise early election, after far-right parties surged in the European Parliament elections on June 9.


Meloni strove to put a conservative stamp on the G-7, pressing hard to change language included in last year's G-7 communique to exclude a direct reference to abortion or reproductive rights, according to officials familiar with the negotiations who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive diplomatic matters. 
She secured what may be seen as a partial victory -- the word "abortion" will not be repeated in this year's document. But after intense pressure from the United States, France and other countries, the 2024 communique will reiterate support for last year's phrasing and specifically support women's sexual and reproductive rights, the officials said.
More generally, her success has thrust Italy to the forefront of Europe, putting her in a position to shape regional policy and fulfill her government's goals of curbing costly climate efforts and getting tougher on illegal immigration. At the G-7, she is expected to elevate migration on the global agenda and showcase her pet foreign policy: investment in Africa that could create economic opportunity and ultimately persuade people not to board rickety ships to Europe.
Meloni, in many ways, has defied the odds. Italy had 69 governments in 77 years before she came to power in late 2022 and formed the hardest-right government since Benito Mussolini. If the blood sport of Italian politics dethroned dozens of male premiers after truncated stints in power, why should the country's first female leader fare any better?
Yet she has not only survived, but thrived. In the European elections on Sunday, her party more than quadrupled its take from the last round in 2019 -- leaving Meloni looking like Italy's strongest leader since her on-again, off-again mentor, the late billionaire playboy Silvio Berlusconi.
Meanwhile, one leader she never quite clicked with -- Macron -- suffered such a drubbing that he called snap elections for the French National Assembly and could see nationalists hobble his presidency until it runs out in 2027. Scholz has dismissed calls for early elections in Germany, but he and his "traffic light" coalition have been severely weakened. And although post-Brexit Britain sat out of the European Parliament voting, it is about to have its own elections -- with an anticipated change in government.
"I'm proud that this nation should present itself at the G-7, in Europe, with the strongest government of all," Meloni told supporters early Monday.

Meloni takes a selfie with the media as she waits for world leaders Thursday during the G-7 summit. (Luca Bruno/AP)


Meloni's critics note that Italy's center-left Democratic Party, under Elly Schlein -- a former political volunteer for U.S. President Barack Obama -- also over-performed in the European elections and could now pose a more formidable challenge to Meloni as an opposition force.
But Meloni has contained perhaps her most threatening enemy: her deputy prime minister, Matteo Salvini, who has long had eyes on Italy's top job. His even-further-right League party -- led into the elections by an army general slammed for fascist shout-outs as well as homophobic and racist remarks -- collapsed spectacularly in the vote.
Meloni's Brothers of Italy party remains an unrepentant bastion of the hard right, up to and including a tricolor flame in its logo that evokes a now-defunct party made up of the political remnants of Mussolini's fascists. But she has passionately insisted that she is no neofascist. Unlike so many far-right leaders, she has embraced nuance. She does not, for instance, deny the science behind climate change, but has insisted efforts to fight it should not hurt the economy.
Still, her moves to put a conservative stamp on culture and restrict LGBTQ+ rights, and her failure to denounce the use of fascist salutes by Italian extremists, have suggested that she may be further to the right than she is willing to admit.
Meloni is "part of the culture war that is going on across the Western world," said Lucia Annunziata, a well-known Italian television journalist and former TV executive who won a seat for the Democratic Party in the European Parliament. With Meloni's politics, Annunziata quipped, "she could work at Fox News."
Internationally, Meloni has skillfully avoided the fate of her illiberal ally to the north, Hungary's Viktor Orban, who, while earning praise from former president Donald Trump, has been largely ostracized in Europe and the United States. Unlike Orban, she is in sync with Brussels and Washington on Russia -- supporting tough sanctions on Moscow and military aid for Ukraine. That position has allowed her to establish fruitful working relationships, including with Biden, who kissed her on top of the head during one of her two visits to the White House.

Meloni meets with President Biden in the Oval Office on July 27. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Her foreign policy has helped Meloni "become part of the inner circle in Europe, avoid a kind of Orban-style isolation and be treated much better [by European Union leaders] than they would normally treat someone with her political pedigree," said Jeromin Zettelmeyer, director of the Brussels-based think tank Bruegel.
Talk across the continent now is that the future of Europe could be shaped by three conservatives: Meloni; center-right European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen, should she win a new term; and French nationalist Marine Le Pen, who has gained momentum ahead of a probable presidential run in 2027.
The European Parliament elections have delivered "a pink Europe, because its future lies in the hands of three women," said Ferruccio De Bortoli, former editor in chief of the Italian daily Corriere della Sera.
Meloni, he noted, was the only leader of a major European country "to emerge victorious from the European elections, which delivered a slap in the face to the French-German axis, especially Macron."

Meloni greets French President Emmanuel Macron during a welcome ceremony Thursday for the G-7 summit in Borgo Egnazia in southern Italy. (Ettore Ferrari/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Von der Leyen's future as commission president is dependent on political horse trading in the days ahead, but she has worked well with Meloni, including on a deal with Tunisia to crack down on migrants. Should she overcome hurdles -- including reported opposition by Macron -- and stay on, some analysts believe the German conservative could forge an even closer alliance with Meloni.
Or von der Leyen may not risk such a bargain. As election results came in Sunday night, she warned that centrist politicians would need to maintain stability in the face of extremist gains. Despite Meloni's best attempts, her party is still seen as toxic by some leading voices in Europe.
Von der Leyen "does not need to go and seek the support of ... the Brothers of Italy or even that of Giorgia Meloni," Jean-Claude Juncker, former president European Commission, told the Italian outlet La Stampa. He described Meloni's party as part "of the extreme right."
The hard right in Europe is notoriously divided. But its strength in France could aid Meloni as she seeks to promote more independence from Brussels bureaucrats and to alter regional policies, such as the planned phaseout of internal combustion engines in Europe by 2035.
Meloni's critics are concerned that her success could push the boundary of what it means to be "right wing" in Europe toward intolerance and illiberalism. She has not attacked the courts or the rule of law in the same manner as, say, Orban in Hungary or the former hard-right leaders of Poland before a change of leadership there last year.
But she has sued critical journalists and intellectuals for libel. Her government has also chipped away at social rights. She has backed legislation that would lead to the criminalization of same-sex couples using international surrogacy (domestic surrogacy is already banned). In April, Italy's two chambers approved a government-backed law that will allow antiabortion activists to enter family planning clinics.
"In the worst-case scenario [Meloni's success] may infect Europe with a wish to roll [LGBTQ+] rights back," said Gabriele Piazzoni, secretary general of Arcigay, Italy's largest gay rights group. "These attacks ... threaten the level of social acceptance this country had reached."
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Fetterman had speeding tickets, distracted driving episodes before car crash
Sen. John Fetterman (D-Pa.) was at fault for a Sunday morning auto accident in western Maryland, where he was speeding before rear-ending another driver, a 62-year old woman, who was taken to the hospital, according to a Maryland State Police report.
By Liz Goodwin | 2024-06-13

Sen. John Fetterman (D-Pa.) on the Senate Subway on Wednesday. (Mariam Zuhaib/AP)


Sen. John Fetterman (D-Pa.) was speeding and at fault for a Sunday morning auto accident in western Maryland, where he rear-ended another driver, a 62-year old woman who was taken to the hospital in an ambulance, according to a Maryland State Police report.
Fetterman was also treated for a shoulder injury, and he and his wife were taken to the hospital by ambulance, according to the police report and information from his office. Fetterman brushed off the wreck afterward, brandishing a bag of frozen peas and Tylenol in a video Monday with his wife and thanking people for their well wishes.
The accident was the latest example of unsafe driving by Fetterman, according to public records and people with knowledge of the situation. He has received two speeding tickets for violations of at least 24 miles per hour above the speed limit, one in 2016 and one in March, according to Pennsylvania state records. After the ticket this year, when he was driving 34 miles per hour over the limit, he was required by the state to complete a driver's improvement course, according to a person familiar with the outcome who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe the episode. Neither record said exactly where he was driving or how fast he was going.
At other times, aides have said Fetterman has texted and FaceTimed while driving, prompting concern among his staff and fears about riding with him, according to three people with knowledge of staff discussions who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe internal conversations.
Fetterman's aides have refrained from messaging him while behind the wheel when they knew he was driving, afraid he would answer them, according to the three people. One aide asked to no longer be required to ride in the car with him after witnessing Fetterman driving unsafely, they said. The concerns sparked an informal practice recently instituted in the office that aides should not be in the car when Fetterman is driving, according to one person familiar with the practice.
"It's not safe," one person familiar with Fetterman's driving said.
In response to questions from The Washington Post about the accounts of his driving, a spokesman for Fetterman called them "gossip and inaccurate," but declined to address any specifics.
In a statement, Fetterman said he would drive more slowly in the future.
"This was an unfortunate accident on Sunday and I'm relieved and grateful that there were no serious injuries," he said. "I've been driving for almost 40 years, and I've gotten a small handful of tickets. When I sped, I was held accountable. I need to do better and do it slower -- and I will."
His Chevy Traverse had significant front-end damage after Sunday's accident, according to a person with knowledge of the wreck. Both vehicles were towed from the scene due to "disabling damage," according to the police report.
His office did not respond to a question about why the accident occurred or whether Fetterman was distracted by his phone when it happened. The police report stated the person who was hit was "not distracted," while filling in "unknown" next to the "distracted by" category for Fetterman.
Fetterman, a 6-foot-8 freshman senator who survived a stroke on the campaign trail and then checked himself into a medical facility for depression treatment shortly after coming to Washington, has cut an outsize figure on Capitol Hill. He wears his signature hoodies at formal events and in the Capitol, sparking a debate about the Senate's dress code. He's made waves by heckling Sen. Robert Menendez (D-N.J.), urging him to retire as he faces federal corruption charges, and in confrontations with activists on the left who disagree with him on his staunch support for Israel's invasion of Gaza following Hamas's Oct. 7 attack.
While serving as lieutenant governor of Pennsylvania for two years, Fetterman had a security detail that drove him around the state. But as a senator, he often drives himself, especially around the Keystone State, according to people familiar with his travel. He often drives himself much of the way to and from his hometown of Braddock, Pa., and Washington.
This week's crash occurred on Interstate 70 near Hagerstown on Sunday morning, according to the Maryland State Police. Fetterman, 54, rear-ended a Chevy Impala while driving west "well over the posted speed limit," the police report said, citing a witness.
"A passenger in the Traverse and the operator of the Impala were transported by ambulance to War Memorial Hospital in West Virginia for treatment of their injuries," the accident report said. No citations were given at the scene. Both Fettermans were wearing seat belts, as was the other driver, the report said.
A copy of the police report obtained by The Washington Post. Some identifying details have been redacted. If you are on a mobile device and cannot see the PDF, click here.
In March, Fetterman pleaded guilty to driving 34 mph over the speed limit in Westmoreland County, near Pittsburgh, according to a record of the traffic docket. A speeding violation of over 31 mph automatically triggers the driver to attend Driver Improvement School, according to the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation.
A speeding violation that severe also requires the violator to either take a special driver's examination or have their driving privileges suspended for 15 days. The driver's school and exam tests for knowledge of "safe driving practices" and safety issues.
Fetterman also pleaded guilty in 2016 to exceeding the speed limit by 24 mph in Warren County in northwestern Pennsylvania.
In their X video on Monday, the Fettermans said this Sunday's accident had put a damper on their wedding anniversary. Gisele Fetterman said the crash made for "the worst anniversary ever." "But we're great," John Fetterman said.
Razzan Nakhlawi and Dan Morse contributed to this report.
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Republicans introduce bill to ban federal DEI programs
The measure backed by several GOP lawmakers would also halt federal funding for agencies, schools and other organizations that have DEI policies.
By Taylor Telford | 2024-06-13

Sen. J.D. Vance (R-Ohio) wants to ban federal DEI programs. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


Republican legislators have introduced a bill that would end all federal diversity, equity and inclusion programs, and end funding for government agencies, contractors, schools and other organizations that have their own DEI programs.
Introduced Wednesday, the proposed "Dismantle DEI Act" is the latest in a cascade of challenges that have arisen over the past year to programs that give preferences to minorities and women, including a disaster aid program for minority farmers and the Minority Business Development Agency. Scores of state legislatures across the country are considering anti-DEI bills, and private-sector initiatives have been challenged in court.
These challenges have arisen in the wake of the Supreme Court decision last June that struck down affirmative action in college admissions.
The federal bill was introduced by Sen. J.D. Vance (R-Ohio) and backed by Republican Sens. Bill Cassidy (La.), Marsha Blackburn (Tenn.), Kevin Cramer (N.D.), Eric Schmitt (Mo.) and Rick Scott (Fla.), and more than a dozen Republicans in the House of Representatives.
Its chances of passage seem unlikely as long as Democrats control the Senate and White House. But the bill offers a window into the pressure DEI initiatives could face if Donald Trump returns to the presidency and Republicans gain a majority in the Senate.
DEI encompasses a wide range of practices that advocates describe as ways to diversify companies, schools and organizations, their ranks, and ensure equal access to opportunity. It includes efforts such as recruiting and mentorship programs geared toward underrepresented groups, anti-bias training, and employee resource groups.
Critics of DEI programs say preferences based on race and gender are themselves discriminatory.
"I'm proud to introduce this legislation, which would root out DEI from our federal bureaucracy by eliminating such programs and stripping funding for DEI policies anywhere it exists," Vance said in a statement. "Americans' tax dollars should not be co-opted to spread this radical and divisive ideology."
The bill seeks to rescind executive orders related to DEI, such as the 2021 order by President Biden that declared that "as the Nation's largest employer, the Federal Government must be a model for diversity, equity, inclusion, and accessibility"
It also would wipe out DEI-related federal roles and offices, end trainings, and revoke all funding for DEI programming in federal agencies. The legislation would bar federal contracts from being awarded to "entities that employ DEI practices," according to the press release, and bar accreditation agencies from requiring DEI in schools.
Some of the Biden administration's DEI efforts have already been unwound: The federal spending measure enacted in March to avert a government shutdown included a provision that stripped funding for the U.S. House Office of Diversity and Inclusion. The office was established in March 2020 to help develop a federal workforce that mirrors the diversity of the nation.
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Biden presses to keep reproductive rights in G-7 agreement
Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni sought to eliminate a statement in the communique backing abortion rights.
By Tyler Pager, Anthony Faiola, Matt Viser | 2024-06-13

President Biden, Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni and other world leaders at the G-7 summit in Italy on Thursday. (Alex Brandon/AP)


SAVELLETRI, Italy -- President Biden, whose reelection campaign is centered on mobilizing voters on abortion rights, has been waging a behind-the-scenes battle here to ensure that abortion access and reproductive rights are part of a global agreement among the world's leading democracies.
Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni, a hard-line conservative, has been intent on changing language that was included in last year's Group of Seven communique to exclude mentions of abortion or reproductive rights, according to officials familiar with the negotiations, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive diplomatic matters.
But Biden, along with the leaders of France, Germany and Canada, pushed for its inclusion, and Biden threatened to not sign the document if it was not included, the officials said. The debate over the communique became a major sticking point, with negotiations lasting until 2 a.m. for several nights over the past week, and the reproductive rights language did not get resolved until the very end, according to one of the officials involved.
Under a tentative agreement, this year's language will not explicitly mention the word abortion, which Meloni may count as a win. However, it will restate the G-7's endorsement of last year's agreement, which did use that term. It will also say that the G-7 leaders support universal health-care access for women, including comprehensive sexual and reproductive health rights.
Biden's aides said the explicit reiteration of support for last year's communique -- issued when the leaders met in Hiroshima, Japan -- will amount to a broad international embrace of abortion rights.
"The president felt very strongly that we needed to have at the very least the language that references what we did in Hiroshima on women's health and reproductive rights," said a senior administration official, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss the ongoing talks. "The communique will have, will reiterate, the commitment made in Hiroshima."
The communique from 2023 said, "We reaffirm our full commitment to achieving comprehensive [sexual and reproductive health and rights] for all, including by addressing access to safe and legal abortion and post-abortion care."
An Italian diplomat familiar with the talks acknowledged a give-and-take but sought to play down any differences, stressing that this year's document is expected to reiterate the leaders' support for last year's language.
"There is no victory, compromise or defeat--just a negotiation that has led to an endgame," said the diplomat, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe internal discussions. "Nobody cancelled abortion," he added.
Meloni has pledged not to roll back abortion rights in Italy, but has also called for telling "women who think that abortion is the only choice that they have other options." To that end, her government backed a bill, which passed the legislature in April, allowing anti-abortion groups access to family planning clinics.
In 2021 and 2022, the G-7 agreement did not mention abortion explicitly but more broadly declared the leaders' commitment to promote and protect "sexual and reproductive health rights." In 2022, the document also noted "the importance of access to emergency sexual and reproductive health services in humanitarian crises."
But the U.S. Supreme Court's Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health Organization decision in 2022, which overturned the right to an abortion, reshaped the landscape not only in the United States but globally, as leaders in various countries have felt pressure to promote their positions on reproductive rights. In March, French lawmakers voted to enshrine abortion rights in their country's constitution.
Biden, a lifelong Catholic, has not been an unwavering backer of abortion rights throughout his long political career, but in recent years he has become a firmer advocate of that position, putting him in line with fellow Democrats. The Dobbs decision has animated Democrats and led to several notable successes by the party in recent elections.
Italian officials stressed that the negotiations around the text were ongoing and subject to change, with Italian Foreign Minister Antonio Tajani telling Italy's Sky Tg24 that characterizations of the final content of the final G-7 resolution were "premature."
"We'll see what the agreement ultimately looks like," Tajani said when asked about the abortion language.
Another factor is the presence of Pope Francis at the G-7, marking the first time a pontiff has attended the event, although his aides said he would not seek to influence the language of the communique.
A senior Vatican official, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss a sensitive issue, said, "The pope wouldn't make such an ask." But he suggested that Francis's presence might have inspired the Italians to take a firmer position in illustrating their alignment with the Vatican's antiabortion stance.
Stefano Pitrelli contributed to this report.
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Senate to vote on protecting IVF amid election-year battle over reproductive rights
The vote, expected Thursday, is meant to challenge Republicans to back up their claims earlier this year that they support in vitro fertilization. 
By Patrick Svitek | 2024-06-13

Sen. Tammy Duckworth (D-Ill.) speaks alongside Sen. Cory Booker (D-N.J.) during a news conference on access to in vitro fertilization outside the Capitol on Wednesday. (Anna Moneymaker/Getty Images)


The Senate is set to vote Thursday on whether to move forward with legislation to protect access to in vitro fertilization nationwide, hoping to put Republicans on the defensive amid a broader election-year debate over reproductive health care.
Republican senators are expected to block consideration of the legislation, which would establish a federal right to IVF and aims to make treatments cheaper. Republicans have criticized the vote as political grandstanding and unsuccessfully sought to pass an alternative bill.
The bill is the latest in a series set up by Senate Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-N.Y.) on the topic of reproductive rights, a political liability for Republicans ahead of the election this year. Last week, all but two Senate Republicans rejected a bill that would have created a federal right to access contraception.
Schumer is trying to protect his narrow majority ahead of a tough election in which Democrats are playing defense in several red and purple states.
During remarks on the Senate floor Thursday morning, Schumer warned of a "modern-day dark age for women's fundamental freedoms."
"The antiabortion movement is not yet finished. Now that Roe is gone, they have set their sights on a new target: in vitro fertilization," Schumer said, referring to the Supreme Court's 2022 overturning of Roe v. Wade. "So today the question before the Senate is very simple: Do we agree that Americans should be free to use IVF if they want to?"
In a joint statement released Wednesday, all 49 GOP senators accused their Democratic colleagues of a "Summer of Scare Tactics" meant to mislead Americans.
"In vitro fertilization is legal and available in every state across our nation," the statement said. "We strongly support continued nationwide access to IVF, which has allowed millions of aspiring parents to start and grow their families."
Republican Sens. Katie Boyd Britt (Ala.) and Ted Cruz (Tex.) have introduced their own bill that seeks to protect IVF, but Democrats blocked an effort to consider it Wednesday.
IVF erupted as an election-year issue in February when the Alabama Supreme Court ruled that frozen embryos are people and that a person could be liable for destroying them, casting uncertainty over the future of IVF nationwide. Democrats called it the latest consequence of the overturning of Roe v. Wade, while most Republicans scrambled to show support for IVF.
Former president Donald Trump, the presumptive GOP presidential nominee, issued a statement of support for IVF, saying Republicans "want to make it easier for mothers and fathers to have babies, not harder."
Within weeks of the Alabama ruling, the state's GOP governor, Kay Ivey, signed a bill into law that shields IVF patients from legal liability if the embryos they create are damaged or destroyed.
The anticipated vote in the Senate comes a day after the Southern Baptist Convention voted to oppose IVF, calling it "dehumanizing" and asking the government to restrict the practice. On Monday, Trump addressed the Danbury Institute, a coalition of Christian groups that oppose abortion under any circumstance, and promised to be with them "side by side."
President Biden's campaign pointed to Trump's Danbury Institute remarks Thursday ahead of the Senate vote to protect IVF.
"Donald Trump has been clear: He's proud to fight 'side by side' with anti-IVF extremists, and he's grateful for their 'tremendous support' of his campaign," Biden campaign spokesperson Sarafina Chitika said in a statement. "He's 'proud' that he overturned Roe v. Wade, laying the groundwork for his anti-IVF allies to rip away women's access to care and their freedom to start a family when and how they choose."
The anticipated IVF vote is coming the same day that Trump is visiting Washington to hold meetings with House and Senate Republicans. In floor remarks Thursday morning, Schumer invoked Trump's visit while dismissing the seriousness of the pro-IVF statement signed by all GOP senators.
"It shows you how afraid they are of the issue, but how they're tied in a knot by the MAGA hard right on choice, and they can't do anything that the American people want," Schumer said.
Liz Goodwin contributed to this report.
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The biggest 2024 Supreme Court rulings so far, and what's still to come
We're tracking decisions in the biggest cases before the Supreme Court in 2024. See the latest.
By Ann Marimow, Nick Mourtoupalas, Tobi Raji | 2024-06-13
In a Supreme Court term that coincides with the 2024 presidential primary season, the justices are at the center of many of the nation's most politically sensitive debates. At the top of the list: former president Donald Trump's eligibility to return to the White House and a challenge to a key element of the criminal charges against him related to his efforts to overturn Joe Biden's 2020 election victory.
Also this term, abortion is back at the court, with one case involving access to the medication mifepristone, widely used to terminate pregnancies, and another focused on emergency abortion care at hospitals. A trio of cases challenge the power of federal agencies, long a target of conservatives concerned about what they consider unaccountable government bureaucrats.
Gun rights and state laws restricting social media companies from removing certain political posts or accounts are in the mix, as well.
Here's a look at the major cases we are tracking from now until the end of the Supreme Court's term in June or early July. We will update the list as each case is decided, or as arguments are held in those that have not yet been heard.
FDA v. Alliance for Hippocratic Medicine
What they ruled: In a unanimous ruling, the Supreme Court refused to limit access to mifepristone, reversing a lower court decision that would have made the widely used abortion medication more difficult to obtain. The ruling was not on the substance of the case, but on a procedural ruling that the plaintiffs did not have standing to bring the case.
Why it matters: Ever since the high court eliminated the nationwide right to abortion in 2022, medications to terminate pregnancy have increased in importance and become a major target of litigation, in part because the pills can be sent by mail, including to states that have severely limited or banned abortions.
Alexander v. South Carolina State Conference of the NAACP
What they ruled: South Carolina is permitted to use a congressional map, created by the GOP-led state legislature, that a lower court said wrongly "exiled" Black voters from one district to another to protect a White Republican incumbent. The court's conservative majority said those challenging the map had not proved it was motivated by race, which would be illegal, rather than by partisan politics, which is legal.
Why it matters: The case is one of several redistricting cases that have been closely watched because the U.S. House is so narrowly divided, and because the outcomes of the legal challenges could affect who controls Congress after this fall's elections and beyond.
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau v. Consumer Financial Services Association of America
What they ruled: The funding mechanism Congress adopted to ensure the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau's independence is constitutional and does not violate the Constitution's command requiring congressional appropriation of money.
Why it matters: The CFPB case is one of several the high court heard this term that challenge the power of federal agencies, long a target of conservatives concerned about regulation and government bureaucrats whom they see as unaccountable to the public. The Biden administration has said that a ruling in favor of the challengers could have implications for the funding of other regulatory agencies, including the Federal Reserve Board, and could even cast doubt on Social Security and payments to the national debt.
Muldrow v. City of St. Louis
What they ruled: Workers can pursue employment discrimination claims over job transfers without having to show that the involuntary move caused a "significant disadvantage," such as harm to career prospects or a change in salary or rank.
Why it matters: Some lower courts had ruled that employees must show they suffered significant harm from a job transfer to successfully lodge a discrimination complaint under Title VII, a federal civil rights law. In unanimously ruling on April 17 on behalf of a female police sergeant in St. Louis who said she was reassigned to a less prestigious role because she is a woman, the Supreme Court lowered that bar. Employees still have to show they experienced some harm.
O'Connor-Ratcliff v. Garnier and Lindke v. Freed
What they ruled: Public officials can be liable for blocking or deleting critics from their social media accounts -- but only when they are acting in an official capacity and with "actual authority" to speak on behalf of the government. In a pair of unanimous decisions issued March 15, the court said public officials are still private citizens with their own constitutional rights.
Why it matters: Lower courts have been divided over how to determine when government employees are acting in an official capacity online and are therefore bound by First Amendment restrictions on censorship, and when they are acting as private citizens, with individual free-speech rights. The Supreme Court decisions set the rules for interactions between the government and its citizens, who are increasingly relying on popular social media platforms to access public officials and critical community information.
Donald Trump v. Norma Anderson
What they ruled: Colorado cannot disqualify Trump from election ballots because of his actions before and during the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol. In a decision issued March 4, the justices said the Constitution does not permit a single state to bar a presidential candidate from national office, declaring that such responsibility "rests with Congress and not the states."
Why it matters: The Colorado Supreme Court and judges or officials in a few other states had ruled that Trump could be barred from returning to office under Section 3 of the 14th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. The post-Civil War era provision was intended to prevent Confederate leaders from returning to positions of power and has rarely been invoked in modern times. Had it been applied to Trump, who is again running for president, it would have upended the 2024 election by keeping the Republican front-runner off the ballot.
Trump v. United States
Oral argument: Held April 25
What's at stake: Whether Trump is immune from prosecution for his alleged efforts to stay in power by overturning Joe Biden's election victory.
Background: Trump's unprecedented claim that presidents cannot be criminally charged for acts they undertook while in the White House will directly impact whether he goes on trial in D.C. on election-obstruction charges. It could also affect his separate trials in Florida and Georgia. At oral argument, the justices appeared ready to say Trump can be prosecuted but rule in a way that requires more pretrial action from lower courts, further delaying his stalled trial in the nation's capital.
Fischer v. U.S.
Oral argument: Held April 16
What's at stake: Whether prosecutors properly charged hundreds of Jan. 6 defendants and Trump using a law that makes it a crime to obstruct or impede an official proceeding -- in this case, the disruption of Congress's certification of Biden's 2020 election victory.
Background: The case concerns whether a law written in the wake of the Enron scandal, which involved document-shredding by the company's accountants, can be used to prosecute some of the Jan. 6 rioters. At oral argument, the court appeared deeply divided, with several conservatives quite skeptical of the government's decision to charge participants under the law.

Pro-Trump protesters attempt to tear down a police barricade during a rally to contest the certification of the 2020 presidential election results at the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021. (Shannon Stapleton/Reuters)


U.S. v. Rahimi
Oral argument: Held Nov. 7
What's at stake: Whether a law disarming individuals subject to domestic-violence protective orders violates the Second Amendment.
Background: At oral argument in November, the justices seemed poised to allow the ban on gun possession for people who are subject to domestic-violence protective orders. Such a decision would be among the first to show the limits of New York State Rifle & Pistol Assoc. v. Bruen, the court's historic 2022 decision expanding the rights of gun owners. It requires the government to point to historical analogues when defending gun restrictions.
Garland v. Cargill
Oral argument: Held Feb. 28
What's at stake: Whether a federal ban on bump stocks -- which, when attached to rifles, speed up how quickly bullets can be fired -- is permitted under federal law.
Background: The Trump administration announced the ban after a Las Vegas gunman used the devices in 2017 to kill dozens of people in the deadliest mass shooting in modern U.S. history. The Biden administration is defending the rule, asserting that bump stocks fit the legal definition of machine guns, banned since 1986. At oral argument, several justices expressed concern about the carnage bump stocks can bring. But they were divided on whether the machine gun ban applies to the devices.
Idaho v. U.S.
Oral argument: Held April 24
What's at stake: Whether a federal law requiring emergency room care for life-threatening cases means ER doctors in states with strict abortion bans must nevertheless terminate pregnancies in certain circumstances.
Background: After the Supreme Court eliminated the nationwide right to abortion in 2022, the Biden administration turned to a Medicare law as a narrow way to challenge state-level abortion bans in federal court. The Emergency Medical Treatment and Active Labor Act requires hospitals receiving Medicare funds to treat or transfer patients with emergency medical conditions regardless of ability to pay. At oral argument, the conservative justices expressed skepticism that the law requires hospitals to provide emergency abortion care in states with strict bans on the procedure.
NetChoice, LLC v. Paxton and Moody v. NetChoice, LLC
Oral argument: Held Feb. 26
What's at stake: Whether the First Amendment allows states to restrict social media companies from removing certain political posts or accounts.
Background: At oral argument, justices seemed skeptical that the First Amendment permits state governments to set rules for how social media companies such as Facebook and YouTube curate content. Even as justices expressed concern about the power of the platforms over public debate, a majority appeared likely to block Texas and Florida laws passed in 2021. The court's review of the laws is the highest-profile examination to date of allegations that Silicon Valley companies illegally censor conservative viewpoints.
Murthy v. Missouri
Oral argument: Held March 18
What's at stake: Whether the Biden administration violated the First Amendment in its contacts with social media companies about public health and election misinformation.
Background: At oral argument, the justices seemed poised to reject the Republican-led effort to sharply limit the federal government from pressuring social media companies to remove harmful posts and misinformation from their platforms. Republican attorneys general in Louisiana and Missouri initiated the lawsuit, which raised significant and novel questions about how free-speech protections apply online.
Loper Bright Enterprises v. Raimondo and Relentless, Inc. v. Dept. of Commerce
Oral argument: Held Jan. 17
What's at stake: Whether courts must continue to defer to the reasonable interpretations of agency officials enforcing ambiguous federal statutes. Conservatives concerned about the power of the administrative state want to limit the discretion of agency officials and allow courts to interpret laws regulating the environment, the workplace, public health and financial markets.
Background: The court is being asked to overturn a long-standing precedent that set the framework for evaluating agency action known as "Chevron deference," from a 1984 case, Chevron U.S.A. v. Natural Resources Defense Council. While the Supreme Court has not invoked Chevron in recent years, lower courts still rely on it. The court's conservative majority seemed inclined during argument to overturn or significantly scale back Chevron, which could weaken the government's ability to regulate vast swaths of American life.

Skipper Patrick Quinn works aboard the Retriever while docked at a Norpel facility with a boat full of herring in New Bedford, Mass., on Jan. 3. The fish are at the center of the regulatory oversight case. (Joe Lamberti for The Washington Post)


Securities and Exchange Commission v. Jarkesy
Oral argument: Held Nov. 29
What's at stake: Whether in-house legal proceedings used by the Securities and Exchange Commission to discipline those accused of committing fraud are unconstitutional.
Background: A lower court ruled the SEC's in-house tribunals violate the Constitution's Seventh Amendment right to a jury trial, that Congress exceeded its power in allowing such tribunals and that the job security provided to administrative law judges who hear such cases infringed on the executive branch's prerogatives. A broad decision could cast doubt on the work administrative law judges do across the federal government, but the justices critical of the SEC procedures seemed to be looking for a more narrow resolution during oral argument.
Harrington v. Purdue Pharma
Oral argument: Held Dec. 4
What's at stake: The legality of a proposed Purdue Pharma bankruptcy plan that would allocate billions of dollars to help ease the nation's opioid crisis but shield the family that owns the company from future lawsuits.
Background: The legal issue before the court is whether, according to federal bankruptcy laws, the Sackler family can be spared from future opioid-related litigation by those who do not consent to give up their rights to sue. Purdue attorneys and the vast number of parties that agreed to the deal see it as the best hope of ending years of legal disputes and recovering at least a portion of their claims. The Justice Department opposes the plan and says another settlement could be worked out that doesn't necessarily involve releases or bankruptcy.
City of Grants Pass, Oregon v. Gloria Johnson
Oral argument: Held April 22
What's at stake: Whether state and local officials can punish homeless individuals for camping and sleeping in public spaces when shelter beds are unavailable.
Background: A lower court declared it unconstitutional to enforce anti-camping laws against homeless individuals when they have nowhere else to sleep. Democratic leaders in cities on the West Coast say the ruling has made it more difficult to address safety and public health risks created by tents and makeshift structures. At oral argument, the justices expressed concern about punishing homeless people for sleeping outside when they have nowhere else to go, while also struggling with how to ensure local and state leaders have flexibility to deal with the growing number of unhoused individuals nationwide.
Moore v. U.S.
Oral argument: Held Dec. 5
What's at stake: A challenge to a provision of Trump's 2017 tax package. Experts say invalidating the provision could destabilize the nation's tax system and preemptively block Congress from creating a wealth tax.
Background: The justices are considering whether a one-time tax on offshore earnings that helped pay for Trump's massive tax cuts is permitted under the limited powers of taxation that the Constitution grants Congress. At oral argument, justices from across the ideological spectrum seemed skeptical of the challenge brought by a Washington state couple and backed by an anti-regulatory advocacy group.
Ohio v. EPA, Kinder Morgan Inc. v. EPA, American Forest & Paper Assn. v. EPA, U.S. Steel Corp. v. EPA
Oral argument: Feb. 21
What's at stake: The court is reviewing the Biden administration's plan to limit smog-forming pollutants from power plants and other industrial facilities that cause problems for their downwind neighbors in other states.
Background: At oral argument, the conservative majority seemed poised to halt the Environmental Protection Agency's effort to cut emissions from power plants and factories to reduce pollution that blows into neighboring states, a setback to an ambitious federal initiative to cut lung-damaging smog. The initiative was challenged by three Republican-governed states and industry groups, who said they could not bear the cost and questioned whether the program would work, especially because some states have been excluded by other legal challenges.
Robert Barnes and Justin Jouvenal contributed to this report. Justice illustrations by Shelly Tan.
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Condemnation before cause: The House GOP lashes out once again
A sort of Trump in microcosm, the caucus keeps using its power against political opponents on transparently thin pretexts.
By Philip Bump | 2024-06-13

From left, House Oversight Chairman James Comer (R-Ky.), House Judiciary Chairman Jim Jordan (R-Ohio) and House Ways and Means Chairman Jason T. Smith (R-Mo.). (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


There is a serious question to be asked about the extent to which House Republicans understand that the effort to impeach President Biden failed. Not just as a political exercise, but as an effort to dig up inculpatory evidence revealing that Joe Biden was involved with his son's and brother's business efforts to a significant degree.
After all, these Republicans are generally, if not necessarily, embedded in a right-wing media universe in which the failings of that probe are glossed over or ignored and in which untrue, debunked or discredited information is hailed as evidence of serious criminality.
On Wednesday, Rep. Tom Tiffany (R-Wis.) stepped outside the right's comfortable bubble for an interview on CNN. Host Boris Sanchez asked Tiffany about the Republican-led effort to hold Attorney General Merrick Garland in contempt of Congress before pivoting to a social media post from Tiffany celebrating Hunter Biden's conviction.
"This is just the beginning of holding the Biden Crime Family accountable," Tiffany wrote about the verdict handed down against the president's son. "Now let's do Joe Biden."
Tiffany offered a familiar litany of alleged evidence that Joe Biden was somehow involved in Hunter Biden's business and repeated a familiar claim about money from foreign places flowing to people named Biden. Sanchez pushed back with a fact check, noting that Tiffany was overstating dollar amounts and that no money was shown to have gone to Biden from foreign parties.
"Well, Joe Biden has a check in the amount of $40,000 that has his name on it," Tiffany rebutted. "You got another $200,000 check that came from Jim and Sarah Biden to him. I mean, there's over $20 million --"
Sanchez jumped in to note that these were payments from Joe Biden's brother to him, that they were repayments of loans and that they happened when Biden wasn't in office.
So Tiffany tried again: Well, what about when Biden was vice president and called for the ouster of Ukraine's top prosecutor? As Sanchez noted, this, too, has been repeatedly explained. The prosecutor wasn't targeting the company for which Hunter Biden worked and was targeted himself for being corrupt -- and not only by Joe Biden. Etc., etc. If you've been paying attention to non-Fox News for the past five years, you've heard this before.
If you're paying attention to Fox News, though, you hear something different.
"Justice has not been served," House Oversight Committee Chairman James Comer (R-Ky.) said on Jesse Watters's prime-time show Tuesday. "Justice will not be served until the Department of Justice takes into account all of the financial crimes that the entire Biden family committed. It wasn't just Hunter Biden. It was also Joe Biden and Jim Biden."
Comer -- along with House Judiciary Committee Chairman Jim Jordan (R-Ohio) and (to a lesser extent) House Ways and Means Committee Chairman Jason T. Smith (R-Mo.) -- is one of the people centrally responsible for prosecuting the case against Biden. It is Comer who keeps exaggerating how significant the accrued evidence is and it is Comer to whom right-wing media outlets and his peers look for information. If you are a member of the House Republican conference and are relying on Comer to update you on the evidence that has been found, you're at dire risk of believing that you've got a lot more than you do.
Jordan, for one, seems to recognize that the "Joe Biden was on the take" argument doesn't have legs. After special counsel Robert K. Hur released his report recommending against charging Biden for possessing classified documents -- and sharply criticizing the president's mental acuity -- Jordan began pivoting to Hur as a more viable line of political attack.
On Sean Hannity's Fox News show in March, Jordan was asked about the impeachment probe.
"What we really want now," Jordan replied, "is we want the information Robert K. Hur has."
The Justice Department released a transcript of the interview Hur conducted with Biden. But House Republicans, led by Jordan, wanted the audio recording, purportedly out of concern that the transcript might misrepresent what Biden actually said. The request submitted by subpoena was win-win; get the audio and you can cherry-pick verbal fumbles for campaign spots or get rejected and cast the administration as obstructive.
This was the play last year, when Comer and Sen. Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa) demanded that the FBI release notes about an interview in which Biden was accused of bribery. The FBI indicated that it didn't want the document released publicly, since it might reveal the identity of its source and because it was unverified. Comer threatened to hold FBI Director Christopher A. Wray in contempt -- again heightening the idea that the administration was trying to cover something up.
The public eventually learned the identity of the source when he was charged with inventing the bribery claim.
The vote to hold Garland in contempt (which passed on party lines Wednesday) followed a similar pattern. Garland declined to release the audio recording, citing executive privilege. So Jordan introduced a contempt resolution for Garland's having failed to comply with a subpoena from his committee.
This is no longer a novel act. Attorney General Eric Holder was held in contempt by the Republican-led House in 2012 for not releasing material that had been requested. Attorney General William P. Barr was held in contempt by the House Democratic majority in 2019 for the same reason. Earlier this year, House Republicans upped the ante, impeaching Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas. The Senate basically ignored the move.
It is interesting to consider the efforts of the current majority in the context of Donald Trump's push for reelection to the White House. In recent weeks, there's been a lot of discussion about whether Trump would use the power of the presidency against his political opponents. House Republicans are demonstrating what that might look like, with allegations of impropriety and calls for punishment running well ahead of the evidence.
In fact, the conference keeps using its inability to uncover damning evidence as damning evidence of corruption. As House Speaker Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.) neared his decision to launch an impeachment probe, this was the argument he made: that evidence probably existed to prove Biden's culpability but that the probe was needed to get that evidence. Constant pushing until they reach a limit -- and then the limit is offered as proof of obstruction, used to level sanctions against Democrats.
Appearing on Fox Business after the Garland contempt vote, Comer was asked whether his ability to conduct oversight was broken.
"It's been broken in a million pieces," he moaned. "I mean, they will not turn over anything."
Then he talked about how much the administration had turned over, but how it wasn't what he wanted.
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G-7 leaders agree to deal to tap frozen Russian assets for Ukraine
Biden will also sign a security pact with Ukraine as democratic leaders aim to signal strong support for the country.
By Matt Viser, Tyler Pager | 2024-06-13

Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni, flanked by French President Emmanuel Macron and President Biden, speaks in a discussion Thursday at the Group of Seven summit in Italy. (Alex Brandon/AP)


FASANO, Italy -- Leaders from the world's leading democracies came to an agreement Thursday to use frozen Russian assets to help provide Ukraine with some $50 billion over the next year in its ongoing war with Russia.
The agreement, which comes after months of intense diplomacy, was one of the top goals of the Group of Seven leaders as they met at a five-star resort on the southern Italian coast. President Biden is also planning to sign a bilateral security agreement with Ukraine at a meeting with President Volodymyr Zelensky before the two hold a joint news conference later Thursday.
The use of Russian assets, which involves a complex mechanism to provide a loan with the seized assets as collateral, marked a victory for Biden and other leaders who had been hoping to use the summit to send a strong signal of support for Ukraine at a precarious moment in the war.
"This has been something that the United States has put a lot of energy and effort into," national security adviser Jake Sullivan told reporters. "We see proceeds from these assets as a valuable source of resources for Ukraine at a moment when Russia continues to brutalize the country, not just through military action on the front but through the attempted destruction of its energy grid and its economic vitality."
Sullivan credited Giorgia Meloni, Italy's hard-right prime minister and host of this year's G-7 summit, for navigating the thorny disputes among countries over the plan's technical details.
"The Italian presidency I think has done a really good job bringing everyone together around the table to try to deal with what's both a simple and complex proposition," he said. "The simple proposition is, we have to put these assets to work. The complex proposition is, how do we do that specifically? I think we are on the verge of a good outcome here."
The G-7 consists of Britain, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan and the United States. These countries have struggled with how to continue supporting Ukraine as its war with Russia bogs down and the public in some nations, including the United States, becomes more skeptical of sending aid to Kyiv.
The United States has said it would help support a loan of up to $50 billion as part of the frozen-assets deal, with its share potentially going down based on commitments from other countries.
The negotiations have taken place over the past year, with Treasury Secretary Janet L. Yellen raising the idea during a variety of international summits. The conversations have intensified in recent months at meetings in several world capitals.
The European Union had been moving forward on a separate proposal to tax immobilized assets, which would generate $3 billion to $5 billion each year. But that amount was not viewed as enough to cover Ukraine's needs, and the United States pressed for a proposal that would leverage future revenue as collateral for loans.
Biden arrived in Italy late Wednesday for the final G-7 summit of his term. The visit is a brief two-day stay that comes at a turbulent moment for him politically and personally, as well as a disruptive time for European and democratic nations as some leaders are clinging to their positions and calling snap elections.
In addition to Ukraine, the leaders are expected to discuss a U.S.-sponsored cease-fire plan for Gaza; the risks of artificial intelligence, in a session led by Pope Francis; and Meloni's effort to ramp up investment in Africa, partly as a way to encourage migrants from that continent to stay in their homelands.
On Thursday morning, Biden warmly greeted Meloni, holding his aviator sunglasses in one hand and shaking her hand with the other. The other world leaders, who had arrived before Biden, came together underneath a canopy for a photo.
"Our agenda has become very busy," Meloni said in opening remarks as the leaders sat around a circular wooden table. "I'm sure over these two days, we'll be able to have an exchange which will give us concrete and measurable results."
The 10-year security agreement that Biden and Zelensky plan to sign Thursday afternoon will commit Washington to supplying Kyiv with a wide range of military assistance. The agreement, Sullivan said, is "a milestone moment and a real marker of our commitment, not just this year but for many years ahead."
Still, a reelected Donald Trump or any other future American president could withdraw from the agreement because it is not a treaty and would not be ratified by Congress. Trump has expressed skepticism of Ukraine's battle with Russia and called on Europe to take on more of the burden of financing the war effort.
Trump's potential return to the White House has hung over the conference here, with the possibility that this could be Biden's last summit.
That has been a backdrop for one of Biden's main messages here: the importance of global alliances for America's interests.
"Every day subsequent to this summit, his goal is going to be to do as much as possible to reinforce the idea that the United States is best served if we are closely aligned with the our democratic allies and partners," Sullivan said. "The difference between past times when the U.S. has not been aligned and what you're going to see here in Puglia is something that can actually be measured, in my perspective, in improved American standing in the world."
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Trump seeks to lock arms with Hill Republicans on politics and policy
Trump is headed to Capitol Hill on Thursday, where he will meet with House and Senate Republicans and rally behind a political and policy agenda for the campaign. It's a gamble for the Hill GOP.
By Marianna Sotomayor, Liz Goodwin | 2024-06-13

Presumptive GOP nominee Donald Trump will meet with Hill Republicans such as Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) on Thursday. (Wilfredo Lee/AP)


Donald Trump  returned to Washington on Thursday to rally congressional Republicans behind him and remind lawmakers what they could achieve if voters return the White House and Senate to Republican hands and expand the slender House GOP majority.
A majority of conservative lawmakers were eagerly waiting to hear from the presumptive GOP nominee for president, who  is meeting with House Republicans in the morning and Senate Republicans shortly after noon at their respective campaign headquarters steps away from the Capitol.
"It's going to be a pep rally," Rep. Matt Gaetz (Fla.), a Trump loyalist, predicted before Trump's arrival.
The scene outside the Capitol Hill Club was busy with people crowding the narrow sidewalk.
Anti-Trump protesters and Trump supporters shouted toward each other. Some quietly held signs. Other protesters used the opportunity to shout about the need for a cease-fire in Gaza.
After Trump's arrival, the crowds were moved across the street, making way for House Republicans' eventual departure.
Trump is expected to capitalize on the conservative enthusiasm for him on Capitol Hill by stressing that the ideologically splintered House and Senate GOP conference should remember what policy issues they can agree on to firmly unite ahead of the 2024 general election, according to a Trump campaign official who spoke on the condition of anonymity to preview the private meetings.
Trump's first visit to Capitol Hill since leaving the White House comes two weeks after he became the first former president in U.S. history to be convicted of a crime  when a jury found him guilty on all 34 felony counts of falsifying business records in his New York hush money case.
It is also his first visit to Capitol Hill since the Jan. 6, 2021, insurrection in which a pro-Trump mob stormed the Capitol complex to stop the certification of Joe Biden's 2020 victory. Though Trump was not at the Capitol that day -- and weeks later skipped Biden's inauguration -- his efforts to overturn the 2020 election results are at the heart of some of the federal charges against him.
The Biden campaign has latched onto Trump's first return to the Capitol since the insurrection, releasing a campaign ad running Thursday across battleground states reminding voters of the violence that day.
"Today, the instigator of an insurrection is returning to the scene of the crime. January 6th was a crime against the Capitol," Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.), the former House speaker, said in a statement on behalf of the Biden campaign. "With his pledges to be a dictator on day one and seek revenge against his political opponents, Donald Trump comes to Capitol Hill today with the same mission of dismantling our democracy."
Congressional Republicans' expected warm reception for  the former president is the latest example of them tying their fate to Trump once again, even though some lawmakers are privately unenthusiastic about the prospect of Trump's return to Washington.
House Republicans in particular have vehemently come to Trump's defense, lining up behind him while he was in court last month and pledging to use their majority to aggressively target the alleged "weaponization" of government against him by the Biden administration.
But it remains unclear whether moderate Republicans, some of whom voted to impeach Trump in 2021 following the Jan. 6 insurrection, will protest by skipping the meetings on Thursday.
Reps. David G. Valadao (Calif.) and Dan Newhouse (Wash.) are the only two House Republicans still in office out of 10 who voted to impeach Trump the second time. Only Newhouse said he would attend Thursday's meeting, but he declined to say whether he would vote for Trump in November.
Of the 16 House Republicans who represent districts Biden won in 2020, five -- Reps. Brian Fitzpatrick (Pa.), Young Kim (Calif.), David Schweikert (Ariz.), Michelle Steel (Calif.) and Valadao -- do not appear to have publicly endorsed Trump. Only Schweikert has publicly said he would attend Thursday's gathering, but that doesn't mean the others won't show up.
Eleven of the House Republicans in seats won by Biden in 2020 have endorsed Trump. They plan to attend the meeting Thursday and explained their support by pointing out that voters have elected him as the presumptive Republican nominee or touted his administration's economic and crime record.
"I know he's working hard despite the legal challenges that they've been throwing at him," said Rep. Mike Garcia, a Republican who represents a swing district Biden won in California. "What I want to hear is, how are we going to unscrew this Biden administration after we win?"
Many House Republicans across the ideological spectrum said Wednesday that they were "excited" to welcome Trump back and hear from him. They acknowledged that he may have some work to do to unite the fractious conference that has been repeatedly unable to agree in divided government.
"I think what we've seen over the last year, starting with the ousting of [former House Speaker] Kevin McCarthy, it showed that there were fractures in our conference," said Rep. Anthony D'Esposito (N.Y.), another vulnerable incumbent. "I think tomorrow the president has an opportunity to reaffirm to the members of our conference how important it is to stick together."
After rallying House Republicans, Trump will meet Senate Republicans on their turf shortly after noon Thursday. In a meeting invitation obtained by The Washington Post, Senate Republicans were told to expect "to hear directly from President Trump about his plans for the summer and to also share our ideas for a strategic governing agenda for 2025."
A majority of Senate Republicans are expected to meet with Trump at the National Republican Senatorial Committee, including Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (Ky.). McConnell's attendance will mark the first time he and Trump have spoken since shortly after the 2020 election. McConnell broke with Trump over his refusal to accept the 2020 election results then and over the Jan. 6 riot, for which McConnell called Trump "practically and morally responsible." But he did not vote to convict Trump after the impeachment trial.
Of the four GOP senators still in office who voted to convict Trump in his second impeachment trial, only Sen. Bill Cassidy (La.) said he is likely to attend the meeting Thursday. Sen. Mitt Romney (Utah) said he is not attending, while Sens. Susan Collins (Maine) and Lisa Murkowski (Alaska) said they had scheduling conflicts.
Sen. Kevin Cramer (R-N.D.) said he doubted the meeting would get too in the weeds on policy, but instead focus more on politics, messaging and rallying together ahead of the election.
"It's the first time we've all been together with him since he was president, certainly the first time a large group of us have been with him since the conviction, and I would expect he'd receive a lot of unifying messages," he said. "I would expect it will be a very encouraging day for him."
Theodoric Meyer, Mariana Alfaro and Marianne Levine contributed to this report.
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In Trump's orbit, some muse about mandatory military service
Only 1 percent of the U.S. population serves in the military. Some in Donald Trump's camp say it's time more young adults put "some skin in the game."
By Juliann Ventura, Julian Andreone | 2024-06-13

High-schooler Jasmine Florez tries on Army equipment during an event last year in California. (Watchara Phomicinda/MediaNews Group/Press-Enterprise/Getty Images) 


TEXARKANA, Tex. -- Kyra Rousseau remembers feeling trapped in her high school media center last fall when a phalanx of military personnel and faculty members shut the doors behind her and about 100 classmates before gathering everyone's phone.
Rousseau, 18, was a senior here at Liberty-Eylau High School. The service members were recruiters. She recalled asking to leave but being told to sit down -- that her graduation hinged on completion of a military aptitude test.
"They tricked us," Rousseau said. "They said 'ASVAB,' but they didn't say what the ASVAB was."
It stands for the Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery, a standardized test developed by the Defense Department decades ago to help the military funnel recruits into occupations that match their skills and intellect. And if Donald Trump's last defense secretary could have his way, all public high school students would be required to take it.
Christopher Miller, who led the Pentagon during the chaotic closure of Trump's tenure in Washington, detailed his vision for the ASVAB and a range of other changes as part of Project 2025, the conservative Heritage Foundation's aspirational government-wide game plan should the presumptive Republican nominee return to the White House. Though Trump has not publicly endorsed its policy proposals, Miller is among a cluster of influential former administration officials and GOP lawmakers who have mused aloud about a national service mandate and other measures to remedy what they see as a "crisis" facing the all-volunteer military.
Trump has been complimentary of Miller's performance during his administration and suggested that, if there is a second term, he might reprise his role as defense secretary, a powerful Cabinet post with sway over Pentagon policy. And though the former president has not weighed in on this Heritage strategy document, he did embrace many of the organization's proposals at the outset of his first term.

Christopher Miller, far left, then the acting defense secretary, attends the annual Army-Navy football game with President Donald Trump and other military leaders in December 2020. (Dustin Satloff/Getty Images)


In an interview, Miller said a national service requirement should be "strongly considered." He described the concept as a common "rite of passage," one that would create a sense of "shared sacrifice" among America's youth.
"It reinforces the bonds of civility," Miller said. " ... Why wouldn't we give that a try?"
Under his plan, he said, the ASVAB would be used to identify potential military "weaknesses" and help plug knowledge gaps as U.S. defense leaders size up competitors like China, and devise plans for possible conflicts with a range of foreign adversaries.
"If we're going to prepare for a great-power competition," Miller said, "it's helpful to have a baseline understanding of the pool of potential military service members and their specific aptitudes prior."
His contribution to Project 2025 also advocates granting military recruiters greater access to secondary schools, and he's proposed halting use of the Defense Department's electronic medical records platform, which he says leads to "unnecessary delays" and "unwarranted rejections" for some people with disabilities or other conditions who otherwise want to serve.
On Tuesday, after publication of this report, Trump wrote on social media that the idea he would call for mandatory military service was "ridiculous" and attacked The Washington Post for what he said was a "failed attempt to damage me with the Voters."
"In fact," he said, "I never even thought of that idea."
Trump's own relationship with the military is complicated. As a teenager, he attended a military academy but later sought deferments to avoid service during the Vietnam War. As president, he embraced the role of commander in chief but routinely clashed with the Pentagon as its leaders balked at many of his impulses and recoiled when claims surfaced that he'd disparaged those killed in combat.
Trump's campaign sought to tamp down speculation about his agenda. In a statement, top advisers cautioned that unless announced by the former president or "an authorized member" of his reelection team, no conjecture about future staffing or policy "should be deemed official."
Spokespeople for the Heritage Foundation did not respond to requests for comment before publication of this article. After it appeared online, a spokesperson said that Project 2025 does not "speak for President Trump or his campaign, who alone set his agenda."

Military personnel make final preparations for the "Salute to America" Fourth of July event put on by President Donald Trump on the National Mall in Washington in 2019. (Brendan Smialowski/AFP/Getty Images)


Collectively, the military services fell short of the Pentagon's recruiting goal by about 41,000 last year, officials told lawmakers in December. Only the Marines and the Space Force met their objectives.
In explaining its shortfall, the Army, the largest of the services, points to internal data indicating that most of America's youths -- 71 percent -- do not qualify for military service for reasons that include obesity, drug use and aptitude.
Only 1 percent of the U.S. population serves in the armed forces, Army data shows.
The United States halted conscription in 1973, two years before the Vietnam War ended, and since then the idea of mandatory military service has remained politically unpopular. But some in the GOP appear willing to make a case for change.
Sen. J.D. Vance (R-Ohio), a potential Trump running mate, said in an interview that he sees a clear need for measures to boost participation. "I like the idea of national service. And I'm not talking about in wartime," he said, calling for more Americans to put "some skin in the game."
Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.), the onetime Trump confidant  who has recently clashed with the former president, suggested that military recruiters need more leeway to work in the country's public schools and said, "I will take no option off the table" when it comes to addressing the shortfalls, including compulsory service.
Rob Hood, a former official in the Trump Defense Department and in the George W. Bush White House, said he thinks 18- to 20-year-olds would benefit from gaining "a better appreciation for how great this country is."
"Who gave them their Social Security numbers? The United States government," Hood said. "There can be the takers and there can be the givers, and once we're all a bunch of takers and there are no givers, this country will collapse."
The Pentagon declined to comment.

Army National Guard personnel hold an event in Washington in 2022. The service has fallen short of its recruiting goals in recent years. (Mariam Zuhaib/AP)


To address the military's recruiting shortfall, officials said earlier this year that the Defense Department would lean into marketing that encourages young adults to seize a sense of purpose by joining up and emphasizes the tangible advantages of doing so, including health care and retirement benefits.
Mackenzie Eaglen, a senior fellow at the American Enterprise Institute, characterized the Pentagon's posture as "treading water." Military leaders, she said, are "throwing everything at the wall in the hope that good ideas will stick." While it's evident that more must be done, she said, "I still don't see that as enough to make the case for Congress to direct mandatory service onto America's youth."
What could change lawmakers' calculus? Pressure from the White House, Eaglen said.
Yet often in polarized Washington, consensus is hit or miss. In 2023, for instance, Congress agreed to provide military recruiters with greater access to high school and college campuses. A "Draft Our Daughters" provision that would require all 18-year-old women to register with the Selective Service has been mired in debate for years.
The specter of a national service requirement, said Sen. John Hickenlooper (D-Colo.), "strikes me as un-American." He called such Republican proposals "strange," before adding, "But there are an awful lot of things they're doing that seem strange to me."
Mandating the ASVAB at public high schools could represent a middle ground. Although neither state nor federal law requires that students take the exam, some schools already make students sit for the assessment.
The U.S. Military Entrance Processing Command, in response to a Freedom of Information Act request about a decade ago, disclosed that more than 900 schools across the nation reported mandating the test. Defense Department officials declined a request for current figures.
Liberty-Eylau, in Texarkana, was among the schools identified in that list as not requiring the ASVAB. In a brief interview, the school's assistant principal, LaTasha Harris, confirmed that all seniors at the school are asked to take the test. "All of them can take it on one day," she said. Harris did not respond when contacted with additional questions, nor did other school administrators.
When Rousseau returned home from school after taking the ASVAB, she told her mother, Laura Rousseau, that the school had forced her to take a military test. "I don't want to fight in a war," she said.
Laura Rousseau said she wants her daughter to decide her future and does not want the military to interfere. "I feel like they're trying to make it easier to just draft the kids," she added.
More than 1,000 miles away, in southwest Pennsylvania, a 15-year-old student at Connellsville Area Senior High School wore an oversize military jacket, its sleeves drooping past his hands, and pants with legs so long they dragged on the floor.
All sophomores here are required to take the military aptitude test, said Joseph P. Walsh, a retired Army officer and the school's Junior Reserve Officers' Training Corps (JROTC) instructor. He said he uses the results to advise students to consider specific military jobs.

High school students march in the Staten Island Memorial Day parade on May 27 in New York City. (Spencer Platt/Getty Images)


Walsh called the program an opportunity for those who may not be able to afford advanced education or qualify for well-paying employment after high school. He said JROTC awarded three Connellsville students more than $1 million in scholarships last year, which he has used as a selling point to attract others.
"I get a lot of kids that came from nothing," Walsh said, "so job security is important."
At least one teacher at Connellsville High criticized the military presence. David Hartz, who has taught at the school for nearly 30 years, said mandating military testing feels "Big Brother-y" and deceives students into believing they have less of a choice about their futures. Hartz said he is not anti-military, but believes students should be able to choose whether they take the test.
A Rand study published in 2017 found that low-income areas are disproportionately targeted by military recruiters. A separate Rand report, published in April, suggests that incidents of misconduct by recruiters have shaped the impressions of some parents and school administrators, who fear they "might endanger students or take advantage of those too young to understand the commitment of enlistment."
A national service requirement, Miller contends, would afford young people from across the country the opportunity to learn about and rely on one another. He and other advocates on the political right say they believe the United States is losing its civil cohesion and view this as a solution.
"We don't have a mechanism now in our society," Miller said, "that leavens everyone, and provides a common focus and a common vision."
Hannah Knowles contributed to this report.
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For the first time since Jan. 6, Trump comes to Capitol Hill
The ex-president's off-campus visits Thursday with congressional Republicans mark his first foray to Capitol Hill since he was in office and since his supporters attacked Congress.
By Paul Kane | 2024-06-13

"Oh my God," Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska) said this week before Donald Trump's planned return to Capitol Hill for the first time since Jan. 6, 2021. (Haiyun Jiang for The Washington Post) 


Sen. Lisa Murkowski got flashbacks upon returning to the Capitol on Tuesday facing an endless stream of questions about one topic.
"I have been asked questions by about 20 reporters since then, 19 of the 20 have asked me whether I'm going to lunch," the GOP senator from Alaska said Wednesday.
"Lunch," as it were, is Thursday's gathering of Senate Republicans with their presumptive presidential nominee, Donald Trump, whom Murkowski voted to convict in an impeachment trial the month after the ex-president's supporters attacked the Capitol in an attempt to overturn the 2020 election.
That happened on Jan. 6, 2021, the day pro-Trump rioters stormed the Capitol in an attempt to prevent the certification of Joe Biden's victory. Thursday marks Trump's first trip back after that fateful day less than four years ago in the midst of a campaign he hopes will return him to Washington and the White House.
Since then, Trump and many GOP lawmakers have tried to revise the history of that day and suggested that some of the rioters are political "hostages," some of whom he plans to pardon. In Las Vegas last weekend, he claimed baselessly that "they were warriors but they were really, more than anything else, they're victims of what happened."
But with few exceptions, his incendiary rhetoric around a seminal moment in American political history has landed on the site of the attack with silence or even support from Republicans.
Like several anti-Trump Republicans, Murkowski has found other plans and will not attend the luncheon at the National Republican Senatorial Committee a couple blocks from the Capitol. But she's already fed up with how much Trump has once again hijacked the events of this week, just like he did every week he was in the Oval Office.
"So it's like, once again, it's all about Trump all the time," the 22-year incumbent said Wednesday.
Across the Capitol, Rep. Jake Auchincloss (D-Mass.) paused 16 seconds reflecting on what it meant to have Trump back on Capitol Hill, the first meeting taking place Thursday morning with the House GOP in its campaign headquarters.
"It's an astounding example of GOP amnesia," Auchincloss finally said, pausing another dozen seconds before saying something else. "It was a turning point when the GOP didn't turn on him."
For Auchincloss, who led Marine infantry units in Afghanistan, Jan. 6 was his third full day in Congress, a seminal moment that has shaped his views of life in the Capitol ever since. He used the votes on certifying Biden's victory as a measuring stick about which Republicans he would work with, at times refusing to consider crossing the aisle if the GOP lawmaker had voted to deny the results of a legitimate election.
Trump does not plan to be on official congressional grounds Thursday, but he will be a stone's throw away for the first time since he was president. It will be the closest he has come to visiting since he tried to get the Secret Service and his aides to let him join his supporters in a trip there during the Capitol attack.
Roughly 250 Republicans will attend the two meetings with the ex-president, supporting his attempt to formally return to the Capitol for a Jan. 20, 2025, inauguration ceremony.
For those supportive Republicans, Trump's visits are just part of the normal routine. Every four years the party out of power selects a nominee, and then he or she treks to Capitol Hill, hoping to forge unity for the election and plot a policy agenda.
"I think it's important for us to get together and make sure that we have an agenda coming in, so when he gets elected -- I believe that he will -- we're ready to go," said Sen. John Barrasso (Wyo.), the No. 3 GOP leader who will serve as the official host of the meeting.
But nothing with Trump is ever normal. Just two weeks ago, a Manhattan jury convicted the former president on 34 felony counts for filing false business records over a hush money payment to cover up an alleged extramarital affair.
Some of the same Capitol Police and D.C. police who clashed with his violent supporters -- about 140 officers were injured, while three died in the days after Jan. 6 -- will be detailed to provide security for Trump and lawmakers around the meetings.
When his motorcade leaves the House GOP meeting, Trump will probably drive past the Supreme Court, which is slated to rule on his bid to exempt himself from two other pending federal criminal trials.
When he huddles with Senate Republicans, Trump will sit just eight-tenths of a mile from the E. Barrett Prettyman U.S. Courthouse, where he will go on trial for his involvement in attempting to overturn the 2020 election, depending on the Supreme Court decision.
After House Democrats voted to impeach him, a week after the Capitol insurrection, many believed they had dispatched with Trump in the political sense. After they led a year-long investigation into those events, the Justice Department got moving and eventually indicted the ex-president.
But those indictments only rallied conservative voters around Trump, turning his bid for this year's GOP nomination into a cakewalk, and Trump's legal strategy managed to delay the federal trials until probably past Election Day.
These Democrats view Thursday's visit as the final genuflection by congressional Republicans, a group that stands ready to allow Trump to win the White House and shut down the criminal cases against him.
"Justice still hasn't completely been served. I mean, until everybody is held accountable, it's still going to feel incomplete and it's still going to feel unsettled," said Rep. Pete Aguilar (Calif.), the No. 3 Democratic leader who served on the select committee that investigated Trump's actions.
Trump has always found greater support among House Republicans, so his morning huddle is likely to be akin to a pep rally. Their ranks have turned over so quickly in this political era that a large majority took office after his shocking presidential victory eight years ago.
House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.), who first won in 2016, authored a legal brief in December 2020 that a majority of the House GOP signed onto, trying to invalidate Biden's win. Johnson was one of a couple dozen Republicans who sycophantishly headed to New York during the trial to show public support for Trump.
Even House Republicans in swing districts came out with strong statements of support after the Manhattan conviction.
Senate Republicans, most of whom hold traditional conservative views, have always had a more distant relationship with the former reality-TV star. But Trump is unlikely to face a hostile audience.
Of the four remaining Senate Republicans who voted to convict Trump in the 2021 impeachment trial, only Sen. Bill Cassidy (R-La.) is expected to attend the meeting Thursday. And, perhaps thinking ahead to his 2026 election, Cassidy has fallen in line.
"The polls say he's going to be our next president, so you got to work with him," Cassidy told reporters.
Trump's last official visit to Senate Republicans appears to have been in May 2020, at the height of pandemic response. The news conference afterward led Trump into discussions about his weight, his support of a dangerous and unproven drug for fighting the coronavirus, his desire to fire certain State Department officials and broadsides against U.S. intelligence programs.
"He's always going to do the unexpected," Cassidy said, waxing philosophical about the future of his party under Trump. "You can fill yourself up with anxiety about tomorrow, but will it change a thing? No, not at all."
Sens. Susan Collins (R-Maine) and Mitt Romney (R-Utah), who joined Murkowski and Cassidy in voting to convict Trump, have also found other plans for lunch.
Sen. Todd Young (R-Ind.), whose GOP political role models come from the Ronald Reagan and John McCain wing, has declared that he will not support Trump in November. He refused to say where he will have lunch Thursday.
"No Trump questions today," Young told reporters.
Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) has not been in Trump's presence for almost four years. The two have not spoken since McConnell called him in mid-December 2020 to say he would recognize Biden's victory, and ever since Trump has regularly ridiculed the longest-serving Senate leader.
Asked about Thursday's meeting, McConnell gave a vintage comment that expressed support for Trump without ever saying his name. "He's earned the nomination by the voters all across the country," he said.
For Murkowski, the entire experience is a bit of political PTSD, seeing the Trump circus come back to town and consume Capitol Hill.
"All of a sudden everything else stops," she said, "because they all want to know: Are you going to lunch, what do you think he's going to say, what are your expectations?"
She let out a deep breath. "Oh my God," she said.
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Here's what the Christian right wants from a second Trump term
Religious conservatives see opportunities for fresh gains after a series of victories during Trump's first term. Rights advocates see a dangerous blurring of church and state. 
By Michelle Boorstein, Hannah Knowles | 2024-06-13

Christian leaders pray with President Donald Trump on Sept. 1, 2017, after he signed a proclamation for a national day of prayer. (Evan Vucci/AP)


Donald Trump's presidency delivered to Christian conservatives some of their most coveted goals: Hundreds of sympathetic judges joined the federal bench. The U.S. Embassy in Israel moved to Jerusalem. And the center of gravity on the Supreme Court shifted firmly to the right.
Since Trump lost his reelection bid, they have claimed additional successes, with Republican-run red states enacting legislation that restricts transgender care and limits the books that can be taught in school or borrowed from the library. The Supreme Court in 2022 ended the legal right to abortion. Last year, Sen. Mike Johnson (R-La.), an evangelical Christian who has said his worldview is the Bible, became speaker of the House.
But far from declaring victory, those who advocate for a more pronounced role for hard-line conservative Christian doctrine in American public life are actively planning to enact a fresh wave of changes in a second Trump term. Should Trump reclaim the presidency in November, they say, it would represent a historic opportunity to put their interpretation of Christianity at the center of government policy.
To advocates for civil, women's and gay rights, the proposals represent something else: a threat to basic freedoms and a dangerous blurring of boundaries between church and state.
Among the proposals being pushed by the Christian right's various groups and leaders:
Trump advisers have stressed that outside groups and allies do not speak for the campaign and its policy plans. But Trump has made politically conservative Christians a bedrock of his base and has signaled he remains attuned to their priorities, even as many in the community appear prepared to back him no matter what specific promises he makes.
In 2016, Trump had to overcome the suspicion of conservative Christian leaders that came with being a twice-divorced celebrity who had publicly backed abortion rights and had never exhibited any particular religiosity. He picked Mike Pence, the evangelical Indiana governor, as his running mate in part to assuage worries he wasn't sufficiently committed to their cause.
In 2024, Trump -- who was convicted last month of falsifying business records to conceal a hush money payment to a porn actress and director -- is considered a proven protector and champion of conservative Christians. He has been afforded wide latitude even when he breaks with their cause, as he did this spring when he declined to endorse a national abortion ban.
"This is not a naive trust -- it's a trust based on a track record," said Texas megachurch pastor Robert Jeffress, an enthusiastic Trump supporter. "I think what evangelicals agree with is his general narrative that America would be better off if we return to our Judeo-Christian roots. What that looks like -- people are willing to give him great leeway on how it would be implemented."

A supporter of former president Donald Trump attends a rally at Crotona Park in the Bronx on May 23. (Jeenah Moon for The Washington Post)


This year, there is no single issue that galvanizes the Christian right in the way that overturning Roe v. Wade once did, some community leaders said. But Trump has aggressively signaled to conservative Christian voters that their policy preferences remain a high priority.
Trump has said he will create a special Justice Department task force for investigating anti-Christian discrimination cases. He has vowed to halt federal programs deemed to promote gender transition and has threatened to pull federal funding from schools that do so. He has also told evangelicals that he would enable them to wield "power at a level that you've never used it before."
"We have to bring back our religion," he told an association of religious broadcasters in February. "We have to bring back Christianity in this country."
In April, Trump referred to Election Day as "Christian Visibility Day, when Christians turn out in numbers that nobody has ever seen before." The phrase was a play on President Biden's acknowledgment of Trans Visibility Day, which this year fell on Easter.
The former president recently went so far as to personally advertise a $59.99 King James Bible, saying, "All Americans need a Bible in their home. ... We must make America pray again."
Asked about Trump's election-year message to conservative Christians, a campaign spokeswoman accused Biden of waging "a years-long assault on Christianity."
"President Trump will restore and respect the Christian conservative values of faith, family, and freedom, end Biden's discrimination against Christians, and stand up for religious freedom, as he proudly did in his first term," Karoline Leavitt told The Washington Post in a statement.
Biden, a practicing Catholic who regularly attends Mass, has vowed to protect religious freedom and pointed to some of Trump's policies -- especially a travel ban on people from several majority-Muslim countries -- as violations of that value.
The Biden campaign said in a statement that Trump and his allies would "rip Americans' rights away."
"In Trump's America, women will live in fear of having their pregnancies monitored or facing punishment if they have an abortion; teachers are told what books they can teach in the classroom and grown adults who they can love and marry," said Biden campaign spokesperson Ammar Moussa. (Prominent Christian conservatives said in interviews that they did not expect action from Trump to roll back the legality of same-sex marriage, even though they remain deeply opposed).
Analysts say the political advances of the Christian right in recent years mask broader declines for the movement.
Stephen Prothero, a scholar of religion's role in American politics and society, said Christian conservatism has become in many ways indistinguishable from the secular MAGA political movement, leaving few clear leaders and many divergent goals.
If Trump wins and the policies conservative Christians seek are enacted, Prothero predicted a decline in Christianity in the United States at a time when the nation has been rapidly secularizing. Partisan politicization of religion is driving Americans away from it, he said, and that will continue.
"The religious right is the pawn, and MAGA is the king," he said.
Sixty-two percent of Americans say they are Christian, Pew Research found last year, down from 90 percent in the 1970s. Conservative Christians, experts on U.S. religion and politics say, are not defined by any one denomination or group but can include everyone from Christian nationalists to social or theological conservatives.
The biggest and most reliable core of the political religious right are White evangelicals, who Pew in 2023 found are 14 percent of the U.S. adult population. Of that group, 76 percent told the research firm PRRI last fall that they would vote for Trump if the election was that day.

Artwork depicting Trump and Jesus for sale in March 2023 at the Conservative Political Action Conference. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


In some cases, the policy aims of the Christian right are laid out in lengthy and specific policy papers by groups populated by former Trump administration staffers and confidants. In others, their aspirations are imprecise, more about asserting what they see as lost cultural power.
Among the policy documents compiled by prominent Christian conservative groups is Project 2025's "Mandate for Leadership." The document is the product of dozens of well-known groups and was published by the conservative Heritage Foundation.
Since its publication, Trump spokespeople have repeatedly said groups including Project 2025 do not speak for the campaign and its policy plans. Kevin Roberts, president of the Heritage Foundation, said the goal of the project is "building a governing agenda, not just for next January but long into the future."
The document, compiled with multiple people and groups who worked in and with the Trump administration, calls for erasing terms including "abortion," "reproductive health," "gender" and "gender equality" from "every federal rule, agency regulation, contract, grant, regulation, and piece of legislation that exists."
"The next conservative President must make the institutions of American civil society hard targets for woke culture warriors," reads the mandate, which says promotion of "transgender ideology" is akin to pornography and should be treated as a crime.
Project 2025 suggests closing the Gender Policy Council that Biden established in 2021 to advance gender equity and equality in areas including health, gender-based violence and education. The mandate also calls for Trump to reinstate the ban he established on transgender people in the military, which was overturned by Biden. And it calls for the next administration to "rescind regulations prohibiting discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation, gender identity, transgender status, and sex characteristics."
Gillian Branstetter, spokesperson for the American Civil Liberties Union's Women's Rights Project and LGBTQ & HIV Project, said the approach is aimed at undermining protections for people who are discriminated against based on their sexual orientation or gender.
"They don't want to affirm the existence of gender or gender identity," Branstetter said. "It's about our access to health care that protects our lives, protections at school, protections in the workplace."
Roger Severino, head of the Office of Civil Rights at the Department of Health and Human Services under Trump and a contributor to Project 2025, said in an interview that a top priority is reversing Biden moves that he argued are forcing religious conservatives to support or participate in activities that "violate their beliefs." Examples he cited include federal agencies that require honoring people's pronouns of choice or federal rules that say transgender people must be allowed to use bathrooms that correspond with their gender identity.
On abortion, Severino wants the FDA to collect more data on the health outcomes for women who use abortion drugs.
Project 2025 calls for the FDA to reverse its approval of such drugs. It also says a long-dormant 19th-century federal law called the Comstock Act, which makes it illegal to mail anything "intended for producing abortion" -- including advice on how or where to obtain one -- can be enforced. GOP lawmakers have written court briefs this year saying the act shouldn't be disregarded and threatening pharmacy chains with enforcement if the chains keep selling abortion drugs.
The "Dobbs decision," Project 2025 says, "is just the beginning."
Trump campaign spokeswoman Leavitt said Trump "supports the rights of states to make decisions on abortion" and backs exceptions to bans in cases of rape, incest and the life of the woman. Trump said this spring that he would make a statement on abortion drugs in a couple of weeks, but never did.
A priority of a segment of the Christian right surfaced this week when representatives of the Southern Baptist Convention, the country's second-largest faith group, approved a resolution condemning in vitro fertilization. Trump has said he supports access to IVF.
Speaking at a Washington Post Live event last week, longtime conservative Christian lobbyist Ralph Reed warned the GOP and Trump not to weaken their antiabortion efforts.
"Look, President Trump is my friend and I've strongly supported him," said Reed, who leads the Faith and Freedom Coalition. "But I would encourage the Trump campaign to proceed with great caution in sending a message of retreat when it comes to treatment of the unborn."
Conservative Christian leaders stressed that they share other GOP voters' top concerns, especially on immigration, and support Trump's call for the mass deportation of undocumented immigrants and ideological screening of newcomers.
"If you don't like our religion -- which a lot of them don't -- if you sympathize with the jihadists, then we don't want you in our country and you are not getting in," Trump said in a speech in New Hampshire last fall.
In addition to policy changes, some Christian right leaders say they are looking to Trump for his rhetoric, which they say stands out for his willingness to speak about Christianity with praise and exceptionalism.
"He didn't make any secret [when he was president] about the fact that he believed Christianity to be probably the premier religion in America," said Darrell Scott, an Ohio pastor and former member of Trump's informal White House evangelical advisory group. "I would just hope that he continues that outspokenness."
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Protesters expected to be moved away from park near GOP convention
The likely shift comes after months of debate among the GOP, the Secret Service and the city of Milwaukee on where to allow protests.
By Josh Dawsey | 2024-06-13

Fiserv Forum, home of the Milwaukee Bucks NBA team, will be the site for July's Republican National Convention. (Morry Gash/AP)


Protesters are no longer expected to be allowed in a large Milwaukee park near the arena where the GOP will host its July convention after a months-long pressure campaign by the party, according to a law enforcement official and another person familiar with the matter.
The Secret Service is expected to expand its security perimeter around Fiserv Forum after the Republican National Committee said it would use another facility located near the park for some convention activities, according to the people, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe private conversations. That means Pere Marquette Park, which had been eyed as a place for thousands of protesters to gather, would not be the site of protests.
It is the closest large city park to the arena.
Both people familiar with the decision said it was likely to be announced in coming days.
"We applaud Secret Service leadership for including Pere Marquette Park in the security perimeter and we implore local officials to expedite the permit application for this park and choose a different location for the First Amendment zone," Trump senior adviser Danielle Alvarez said in a statement.
"As of right now, the security plan for the 2024 Republican National Convention, which includes the security perimeter, is still in development," said Secret Service spokeswoman Alexi Worley. "The U.S. Secret Service does not determine demonstration zones for National Special Security Events -- those decisions are made by the host city. The U.S. Secret Service is continuing to work closely with our public safety partners, the City of Milwaukee, and the Republican National Committee to ensure the highest level of safety and security during the 2024 Republican National Convention."
Jeff Fleming, a spokesman for the city, said no final decision had been made on where to allow protesters.
The fight over the location of the "First Amendment zone" has stretched for several months among top Republican Party officials, Secret Service officials and local officials in Wisconsin. City leaders say they are required to have a designated area within "sight and sound" of the convention area, and they wanted to use Pere Marquette Park, a large space a few blocks away. They also say they were going to use the same park for the Democratic National Convention in 2020, which was scuttled because of the pandemic.
Both Republican and Democratic Party officials are expecting large protests for their conventions this summer.
Several prominent Republicans, including Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (Ky.), have raised concerns about the park, which party officials say is near an area where many convention attendees will walk to the arena. They say they fear that demonstrators and convention attendees could clash if they are in proximity.
In a tense 45-minute meeting last month, Secret Service officials said they were aware of no "unrest" related to the protests in the park. And many local activists say they fear the Republicans just want to move protesters farther away from Trump and believe they should be closer than Pere Marquette Park, not farther away.
Republicans have proposed at least one park on the other side of the Milwaukee River from the arena, but the city is considering several possible locations.
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Culture wars spark again as House weighs massive defense policy bill
Far-right Republicans are working to load the $895.3 billion NDAA with provisions targeting abortion, aid for Ukraine and Gaza, and border security.
By Abigail Hauslohner | 2024-06-13

The U.S. Capitol. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


The Pentagon this week is once again at the center of America's culture wars, as the Republican-led House considers adding divisive provisions from its far-right members to its version of the annual defense policy bill.
Far-right lawmakers have proposed amendments to the $895.3 billion legislation that would restrict service members' access to reproductive health care and certain diversity protections. They also are seeking to block future U.S. assistance to Ukraine and Palestinian civilians, expand the military's presence along the Mexico border, and roll back environmental protections sought by the Biden administration.
The House approved some of those proposals Wednesday, despite opposition from Democrats. More debate is expected Thursday, and the most partisan measures will face tremendous hurdles to final passage as the House will have to reconcile its legislation with whatever version of the National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) passes the Democratic-led Senate this summer.
House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) commands only a slim majority -- 218 Republicans to Democrats' 213 -- and had to rely on Democrats this year to pass an emergency $95 billion funding package to aid Ukraine, Israel and other allies over objections from the GOP's far-right flank. But Johnson has given no indication he will aim for a similar bipartisanship on the NDAA, leaving vulnerable Republicans from swing districts with tough decisions to make on whether to support the most hard-line proposals -- on issues like abortion -- ahead of this year's elections.
If any of this drama sounds familiar, that's because it is. The House voted along partisan lines a year ago, narrowly passing an NDAA saddled with ideological provisions and shattering a decades-long tradition of bipartisanship around the annual bill, which sets Pentagon policy and guides spending for the year ahead. Most were later stripped from the bill when the House and Senate versions were merged.
"Last year, House Republicans loaded up the NDAA like it was a MAGA wish list," Rep. Jim McGovern (D-Mass.) said this week. "The NDAA should represent a good-faith attempt to keep America safe. If what happened last year happens again ... Republicans will be looking at a very steep uphill battle to get this bill across the finish line."
Rep. Mike D. Rogers (R-Ala.), chairman of the House Armed Services Committee, which drafted the defense policy bill, implored colleagues to "focus on amendments to advance the security of our nation and the needs of our service members."
House lawmakers on Wednesday began debating some 350 proposed amendments to the bill -- a list narrowed by the Rules Committee from more than 1,350 that were submitted. The process is expected to stretch into Thursday, with a vote on the defense bill likely to occur Friday.
Already, Republicans managed to secure the addition of several contentious amendments, including a measure introduced by Rep. Chip Roy (R-Tex.), a member of the far-right House Freedom Caucus, to prohibit funds from being used in support of President Biden's climate agenda. Others, led by Reps. Brian Mast (R-Fla.) and Jodey Arrington (R-Tex.), would bar U.S. defense funding for building or rebuilding in the war-ravaged Gaza Strip when the war between Israel and Hamas ends, and for transporting Palestinian refugees to the United States.
Liberal Democrats have been deeply critical of the Biden administration's ongoing provision of billions of dollars in weapons to Israel amid a crippling eight-month war that has so far destroyed most of Gaza's infrastructure and killed more than 37,000 people, according to the Gaza Health Ministry. The administration is pushing for a cease-fire, appealing to regional partners to lay the groundwork for postwar governance in Gaza, and it has sought ways to move humanitarian aid to starving Palestinians amid the fighting.
The top Democrat on the House Armed Services Committee, Rep. Adam Smith (Wash.), characterized Mast and Arrington's amendments as counterproductive to U.S. and Israeli interests, and called the effort to block Palestinian refugees "biased and somewhat bigoted."
A proposal to curtail U.S. funding for NATO, put forward by Rep. Andy Biggs (R-Ariz.), and an effort by Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Ga.) to prohibit government spending on electric vehicles and related infrastructure were voted down Wednesday.
Republicans and Democrats on the Armed Services Committee said the legislation approved by their panel authorizes broad -- and badly needed -- improvements to service members' pay and benefits, including a 19.5 percent raise for junior enlisted personnel, and expanded child-care access, plus improvements to dilapidated military housing and other infrastructure around the world.
"No service members should have to live in squalid conditions. No military family should have to rely on food stamps to feed their children ... [or] have to wait weeks to see a doctor or mental health specialist. But that's exactly what many of our service members are experiencing," Rogers said Wednesday on the House floor. "This bill goes a long way toward fixing these things."

Soldiers from the U.S. Army's 75th Ranger Regiment attend D-Day commemorations June 2 in Normandy, France. (Luke Sharrett for The Washington Post)


The NDAA remains one of the few pieces of legislation routinely passed by an otherwise deeply partisan and chronically deadlocked Congress.
In keeping with previous years, this bill authorizes expanded development and procurement of weapons and technology to maintain the United States' decisive edge in an increasingly tense strategic competition with China. It also approves continued -- and in some cases, expanded -- support for key American partners such as Israel, Ukraine and Taiwan, and seeks to bolster the Pentagon's role in U.S. border security.
Members of the Armed Services Committee from both parties acknowledged Wednesday that the 1,022-page bill "isn't perfect," but they stressed that it was the product of months of bipartisan work.
The radically different House and Senate bills that emerged following the amendments process last year made for a tense, lengthy negotiation -- and ultimately delivered an embarrassing defeat to House Republicans when they were forced to accept a final bill largely stripped of the most contentious provisions.
Members of the Armed Services Committee urged their colleagues to avoid such a production this year, but that appears unlikely in a deeply divisive election year.
"I am confident that by the time we get to the end of the process, as we always do, we will have once again a bipartisan product," Smith said earlier in the week. "Let's just get there earlier this time, save ourselves the aggravation. It's where we're going to wind up anyways, so why don't we just go ahead and do it?"
Smith said, "Any effort to go after reproductive health care, any effort to go after the rights of the LGBTQ community, are going to be problems, as is any effort to block the efforts of DOD to have a truly inclusive military." Lawmakers are expected to debate such far-right proposals Thursday.
Marianna Sotomayor contributed to this report.
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Trump, seeking to show unity, to meet with GOP lawmakers on Capitol Hill 
It will be Trump's first public visit to Capitol Hill since the Jan. 6 insurrection and his first meetings with congressional Republicans since his conviction.
By Amy B Wang, Marianna Sotomayor, Liz Goodwin, Mariana Alfaro | 2024-06-13

Former president Donald Trump rallies supporters in Las Vegas on Sunday. (Eric Thayer/for The Washington Post)


Former President Donald Trump will return to Washington on Thursday with the goal of uniting ideologically splintered House and Senate Republicans behind his policy and political agenda as they pivot to November and a possible GOP return to the White House in 2025.
Trump is expected to tell House and Senate Republicans in separate gatherings Thursday that they must align and remain "forward focused on how Republicans can work together to advance policies to save America," according to a Trump campaign official who, like others in this article, spoke on the condition of anonymity to preview the private meetings, which will take place steps away from the Capitol.
These will be Trump's first meetings with GOP lawmakers since a jury found him guilty on all 34 felony counts of falsifying business records in his New York hush money case, making him the first former U.S. president convicted of a crime. Since the guilty verdict last month, Republicans have largely fallen in line behind Trump, as he and President Biden continue to be locked in a tight race.
It will also be Trump's first public visit to Capitol Hill since the Jan. 6, 2021, insurrection, in which a pro-Trump mob stormed the Capitol complex to stop the certification of Biden's 2020 victory. Though Trump was not at the Capitol that day, his efforts to overturn the 2020 election results, including his actions leading up to and during the attack, are at the heart of federal charges against him.

Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) on June 12 reaffirmed his support for former president Donald Trump ahead of a meeting on Capitol Hill.


Trump's actions and words influenced several Republican lawmakers to publicly break from the former president and endorse other candidates in this year's GOP presidential primary. Although many Republicans had previously bemoaned Trump's sometimes erratic behavior and norm bashing, the electoral fates of those who broke with him -- like former representatives Liz Cheney (R-Wyo.) and Adam Kinzinger (R-Ill.) -- has not gone unnoticed by them.
Only two of the 10 House Republicans who voted to impeach Trump after the Jan. 6 Capitol riot remain in Congress -- Reps. Dan Newhouse (Wash.) and David G. Valadao (Calif.). Neither has endorsed Trump this cycle, and only Newhouse has said he will attend Thursday's meeting.
Of the four GOP senators still in office who voted to convict Trump in his second impeachment trial after Jan. 6, only Sen. Bill Cassidy (La.) said he is likely to attend the meeting with Trump on Thursday. Sen. Mitt Romney (Utah) said he's not attending. Sens. Susan Collins (Maine) and Lisa Murkowski (Alaska) said they had scheduling conflicts.
Some Republicans have also broken with Trump on policy. While the GOP embraces the broad ambition of passing tough immigration policy, curbing government spending and cutting taxes, the ideological divisions plaguing House Republicans in particular have made it difficult for them to pass substantive legislation.
Trump displayed his power over Senate Republicans from afar when, earlier this year, he helped kill bipartisan border security legislation that would have cracked down on asylum claims at the U.S.-Mexico border. Senate Republicans rejected the bill a second time last month.
Republicans also remain increasingly divided over whether to address abortion and other reproductive health issues on the federal level, though many agree with Trump that those matters should be left up to the states.
Trump's visit comes as Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) is brainstorming what a House Republican majority's first-100-days agenda would feature if voters keep the GOP at the helm. Trump is scheduled to meet with House Republicans at 9:30 a.m. Thursday at the Capitol Hill Club followed by a meeting with Senate Republicans at 12:30 p.m. at the headquarters of the National Republican Senatorial Committee.
"We're very excited to welcome President Trump back. ... There's high anticipation here and great excitement, and I feel good," Johnson said, later adding that GOP lawmakers were eager to talk about post-election plans and "bounce around ideas" with Trump.
Asked whether he had spoken to Trump about committing to a peaceful transfer of power, Johnson said "of course he respects that, and we all do."

Asked on June 12 whether Donald Trump will commit to the peaceful transfer of power, House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) said "of course he respects that."


Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.), who will step down as the Senate's top GOP leader at the end of the year, has suggested Senate Republicans first need to win the majority before establishing a legislative agenda.
McConnell  plans to attend the meeting, which will mark the first time he and Trump have spoken since shortly after the 2020 election. McConnell broke with Trump over his refusal to accept the 2020 election results then and over the Jan. 6 riot, for which McConnell called Trump "practically and morally responsible." Trump also later attacked McConnell's wife -- former Trump Cabinet secretary Elaine Chao -- in racist terms. But McConnell has already endorsed Trump for reelection, saying that "it should come as no surprise that as nominee, he will have my support."
"I said three years ago, right after the Capitol was attacked, that I would support our nominee, regardless of who it was, including him," McConnell said Wednesday. "I've said earlier this year I support him. He's ... earned the nomination by the voters all across the country."
Trump has had conflicts with Senate Republicans in the past, although the majority of the conference is staunchly behind him. Trump is also considering some members of the conference to be his running mate, including Sens. J.D. Vance (Ohio) and Tim Scott (S.C.).
In a meeting invitation obtained by The Washington Post, Senate Republicans were told to expect "to hear directly from President Trump about his plans for the summer and to also share our ideas for a strategic governing agenda for 2025."
Sen. Kevin Cramer (R-N.D.) said he doubted the meeting would get too in the weeds on policy, focusing more on politics and messaging and rallying together ahead of the election.
"It's the first time we've all been together with him since he was president, certainly the first time a large group of us have been with him since the convictions, and I would expect he'd receive a lot of unifying messages," Cramer said. "I would expect it will be a very encouraging day for him."
Senate Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-N.Y.) disparaged Republicans ahead of the meetings, saying the party's only policy idea was to recycle "the same Trump tax cuts that proved to be a dud seven years ago."
House Republican leaders briefed conference members during their weekly meeting Wednesday about Trump's visit the next day, urging lawmakers to arrive early to the Capitol Hill Club. There were few specifics given about what might be discussed with Trump, but people familiar with the leadership's thinking said a meeting with Trump has been in the works for months.
Several Republican lawmakers said Wednesday that they expected Trump to update them on what he saw as top concerns for the American people and to lay out a role for how lawmakers could support his reelection efforts over the next five months.
Some moderate House Republicans are still contemplating not attending their meeting with Trump, possibly stunting his attempt to unite the conference. One moderate House Republican, who represents a swing district and who spoke on the condition of anonymity to freely discuss the meeting, said they were bracing for chaos. But Rep. Nick LaLota, a moderate from New York state, dismissed the notion that Thursday's meeting could turn tense.
"I think it'll be a morale-building, team-building-focused meeting where I expect spirits to be high," he said.
Trump is aware of GOP disunity, according to Rep. Byron Donalds (R-Fla.), who said he speaks to Trump frequently. But Donalds, who is reported to be under consideration to be Trump's running mate, encouraged his colleagues to appear -- even those who may be hesitant because of their reelection prospects or previously endorsed another candidate in the presidential primary.
"I think that if you're just going to go around just being a distraction for distraction's sake, he has little patience for that -- but quite frankly, I got little patience for that," Donalds said of colleagues who often break with Trump. "So I think members should show up. They should go. It'll be a packed house."
Rep. Ralph Norman (R-S.C.), who endorsed former U.N. ambassador Nikki Haley during the primary, said he will continue pushing her to be Trump's running mate. But he encouraged his colleagues to leave the past behind by not letting "personalities get in the way" and instead remain focused on "turning the country around, saving it."
Asked whether he was excited for Trump's visit, Rep. Chip Roy (R-Tex.) -- who campaigned for Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis (R) in the primary -- said he "certainly plans on attending" Thursday's meeting. Roy said he thinks Republicans must have a conversation "about what we want to accomplish in the spring of '25, to talk about the agenda and the policies that we ought to address."
Rep. Bob Good (R-Va.), a former DeSantis supporter whose opponent Trump backed this cycle, said he would attend "to listen to what our presumptive nominee and the effective leader of our party has to say."
Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Ga.), a top Trump ally in the House, downplayed the possibility of tension resulting Thursday from the presence of those who supported other primary candidates, like Good. "I don't think President Trump even cares."
Marianne LeVine contributed to this report.
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Biden heads to Italy to meet with nervous G-7 allies
Live updates from the 2024 campaign trail, with the latest news on presidential candidates, polls, primaries and more.
By Amy B Wang, Mariana Alfaro, Azi Paybarah, Patrick Svitek, Maegan Vazquez, Aaron Blake, Philip Bump, Marianna Sotomayor, Liz Goodwin, Maeve Reston, Bryan Pietsch, Maxine Joselow, Scott Dance, Theodoric Meyer, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Tyler Pager, Anthony Faiola, Matt Viser, Rachel Siegel, Michael Scherer | 2024-06-12
President Biden flew Wednesday to Italy for a Group of Seven leaders' summit this week. He will greet nervous Western allies, who are closely following his rematch with former president Donald Trump and are worried that Biden's vow that "America is back" may no longer ring true when they gather again next year in Canada. Trump has no advertised campaign events on Wednesday.
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Trump defense formally asks N.Y. judge to terminate gag order 
The former president's attorneys argued in a 21-page motion made public on Wednesday that Trump must be able to speak freely as a presidential debate nears and as his rivals discuss his legal issues during a peak time in his 2024 campaign.
By Shayna Jacobs | 2024-06-13

Former president Donald Trump, with attorney Todd Blanche, speaks to reporters outside the courtroom of his Manhattan criminal trial on May 29. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


NEW YORK -- Donald Trump formally argued that a limited gag order in his falsifying-records case must be lifted post-verdict as a presidential debate nears and as his rivals continue to speak about his legal predicament during a peak time in his 2024 campaign.
Attorneys for Trump argued in a 21-page motion filed Monday that the former president is getting hit with a barrage of attacks from adversaries and from a pair of witnesses who testified against him. New York Supreme Court Justice Juan Merchan issued a limited gag order before Trump's six-week criminal trial, citing grave safety concerns, but Trump and his attorneys argued his rights were being trampled on.
"President Trump's opponents and adversaries are using the Gag Order as a political sword to attack President Trump with reference to this case, on the understanding that his ability to mount a detailed response is severely restricted by the Gag Order," Trump lawyers Todd Blanche and Emil Bove wrote in the motion, which was made public Wednesday.
Biden and Trump are scheduled to participate in presidential debates June 27 and Sept. 10.
Merchan barred Trump from talking about individuals involved in the case and some of their families members. The order remained in place after Trump's May 30 conviction. Trump violated the order 10 times during the trial, incurring a $1,000 fine per offense, and was threatened with incarceration if he were to do so again -- which he did not.
Trump was found guilty on 34 counts of falsifying business records in New York Supreme Court in a historic case that brought an unprecedented complication to the campaign of the presumptive Republican nominee in this year's election. In less than two full days of deliberations, a jury found Trump purposely concealed the nature of a $130,000 reimbursement to his former lawyer Michael Cohen in 2016.
Cohen paid adult-film actress Stormy Daniels on Trump's behalf to keep quiet about an alleged sexual encounter that was potentially going to be made public weeks before the 2016 election. Prosecutors argued that Trump called his reimbursements to Cohen "legal fees" to hide what they were to protect his campaign. He did not disclose the expense in disclosure forms.
Trump is scheduled to be sentenced on July 11. He faces up to four years in prison, but incarceration is not mandatory.
Prosecutors have repeatedly cited an urgent and continuing need to protect people related to the case, including the judge's family, after Trump's rhetoric resulted in safety concerns. Trump was still free to speak about Merchan and Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg, whose office handled the case. He routinely did so and continues to speak about them at campaign events and in social media posts.
Trump and his lawyers have argued consistently that their client has a right to defend himself publicly and to exercise free speech as the leading Republican candidate for president in this year's election. The motion claims that Trump's foes have weaponized his conviction and have taken advantage of his inability to respond.
Biden "offered a disturbing grin" to news cameras when asked to comment about the verdict, the lawyers argued, and they also said Cohen and Daniels publicly attacked the candidate and his qualifications "based on their deeply biased views about the evidence and to make even more money for themselves."
Bragg's office said in a letter to Merchan last week that it opposes an immediate termination of the order, and it formally responded to the defense's new bid. Prosecutors said Merchan "has an obligation to protect the integrity of these proceedings and the fair administration of justice at least through the sentencing hearing and the resolution of any post-trial motions."
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The incredible low-information voter
How much are Americans paying attention to politics? This little.
By Aaron Blake | 2024-06-12

Pete Buttigieg, then a Democratic presidential candidate and mayor of South Bend, Ind., covers his eyes as he casts his vote at the kernel booth at the Iowa State Fair in August 2019. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


Welcome to The Campaign Moment, your guide to the biggest developments in a 2024 election where convictions matter -- voters' convictions, at least.
(Did a friend forward this to you? If so, sign up here. You can also hear my analysis weekly on Apple Podcasts, Spotify or wherever you get your podcasts. We've even got a special bonus episode Wednesday!)
I'm sorry to say this, dear reader, but you will not be deciding the 2024 election. That's not a reflection on you personally (I value your readership dearly), nor am I diminishing the power of your vote (vote!). It's just a fact of the matter that people reading campaign politics newsletters in June 2024 are not generally the ones who will be on the fence and making crucial calls late in the campaign.
The decisive voters are going to be those who have little to no idea what you and I have been talking about for the past five months -- quite literally.
That's an important lesson as we begin to see major developments that could creep into the consciousness of casual voters -- events like the convictions of Donald Trump two weeks ago and Hunter Biden on Tuesday, as well as the first presidential debate in about two weeks.
And it makes what would appear to be a very stagnant 2024 race more unpredictable than we might realize.
A recent poll really drove this home for me. It came from Yahoo News and YouGov, and it asked people a series of basic questions about what's happening in politics right now.
Among those questions? "As far as you know, which of the following things has Donald Trump been indicted for?"
Only about half of Americans agreed Trump had been indicted for the subjects of his three remaining indictments. Just 55 percent agreed he had been indicted for taking highly classified documents and obstructing efforts to return them. And just less than half agreed Trump had been indicted for his attempts to overturn the 2020 election, as he has both federally and in Georgia.
Many said they weren't sure, but 16 to 21 percent said affirmatively that Trump had not been indicted for these things -- these things that he has, in fact, been indicted for.
It's worth applying some skepticism to these numbers. Republicans were the most likely to answer these questions wrongly. Remarkably, nearly as many said Trump had not been indicted for trying to overturn the election -- 34 percent -- as said he had -- 35 percent.
Some of that could reflect a lack of paying attention or a media diet focused on outlets that simply don't pay as much attention to these things; those least familiar with the indictments were Fox News viewers and those who don't watch cable news. Or it could be voters lodging a weird protest against indictments they view as unjustified. If an indictment is invalid and a "witch hunt," is it really an indictment at all?
But it's hardly the only evidence that many voters simply haven't engaged with the 2024 campaign or politics more generally on the most basic of levels.
To wit:
None of this means that we're bound to see big shifts in the 2024 election once voters start paying more attention.
It's likely many people will go on being unfamiliar with these things through November. And even if people do engage with the substance of these issues as they make their voting decisions and start seeing campaign ads about these things, we've seen how polarization can negate the impact of them. The vast majority of Americans are now familiar with Trump's guilty verdict in Manhattan, and he lost one or two points, at most.
But nor should we discount the fact that, in a close race, low-information voters who could well decide things could be going on a bit -- or even a lot -- more information than they are now.

Rep. Nancy Mace (R-S.C.) arrives before House Republicans meet at the Longworth House Office Building in October, wearing a "Scarlet Letter"-esque T-shirt. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


Don't look now, but statewide and congressional primary season is starting to get a bit more interesting. We had some major contests on Tuesday, as recapped by The Post's Theodoric Meyer and Leigh Ann Caldwell and yours truly.
A few reflections:

President Biden greets son Hunter Biden, daughter-in-law Melissa Cohen-Biden and grandson Beau Biden after Hunter Biden's conviction Tuesday in Delaware. (Manuel Balce Ceneta/AP)


It's rare you see a very human moment from a politician -- people who, after all, have chosen a business in which they need to constantly mind their public perception.
Such moments seem to arrive more often with President Biden than most. But even for him, the felony conviction of his son Hunter on Tuesday appeared to be a poignant moment. A president who buried a wife, an infant daughter and a son has now seen his other son go from drug addiction to criminal conviction.
And we shouldn't underestimate the impact of that personal toll on Biden and what lies ahead, including on the campaign, as The Post's Matt Viser and Yasmeen Abutaleb report.
"How Republicans used misleading videos to attack Biden in a 24-hour period" (Washington Post)
"How Biden and Trump want to rewrite the tax code" (Washington Post)
"What the Hunter Biden verdict means for 2024 -- or doesn't" (Washington Post)
"Some abortion opponents worry about Trump's Republican platform rewrite" (Washington Post)
"Biden Loves to Tell Tall Tales. We Cut Them Down to Size." (New York Times)
"The orthodoxy that doomed Democrats' border policies" (Atlantic)
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Special elections give a sense of House results -- but not presidential
Data compiled by DailyKos suggests that special election shifts give a good sense of how House voting will go. That's less true of presidential results.
By Philip Bump | 2024-06-12

Democratic candidate Marilyn Lands walks the streets of Huntsville, Ala., looking to persuade voters to support her in a March special election. (Michael S. Williamson/The Washington Post)


One of the ways in which Democrats are assuaging their fears about the closeness of the presidential election is by looking at special election results since the midterm election. In Ohio on Tuesday, for example, a Democratic candidate for Congress lost by nine points in a district Joe Biden had lost by almost 30. Might that suggest that there's an energy on the left that might aid Biden in November?
Well, no -- for a few reasons beyond the caveats that apply to that Ohio result. Most important is that, while special-election shifts correlate reasonably well with the margins in the national House vote during election years, there is no similar correlation at the presidential level.
We can assess this using the special election result data compiled by DailyKos and, specifically, the site's Special Elections Index (SEI) -- a comparison of special election results not only to the most recent presidential race but also to other recent elections in the district. The idea is to measure shifts in a race while reducing the effects of particularly dramatic election cycles. A lot of results, for example, might look relatively Republican if compared with Barack Obama's success in the 2008 election.
What DailyKos has found is that their index correlates well with those House margins. You can see that below. The diagonal, dashed line represents a perfect match between the SEI and the national House margin -- that is, the SEI was exactly the same as the margin. So years that appear close to the line had a closer relationship between those metrics.
And, with a few exceptions, most years are pretty close to that line.




One that isn't particularly close, incidentally, is 2022. It's one of two elections in which the SEI favored Democrats while the House results favored Republicans.
The question of why that gap exists is a fundamental one. It seems likely that it's a function of the difference in turnout: While midterm elections don't see the level of turnout that presidential ones do, they do generally pull more people to the polls than special elections. In recent years, special elections have been influenced in part by heavy turnout from Democrats angry about Roe v. Wade being overturned; in November 2022, though, that anger was to some extent subsumed into a larger mix of voters.
That question lingers for November: To what extent will the energy Democrats have enjoyed in special elections carry over into a presidential contest with more voters? That's a corollary to another difficult-to-answer question: How will 2024 turnout compare to the record voting levels seen in 2020? Could lower turnout from uninterested voters offer more of an advantage for candidates supported by the most motivated voters? (Some early indications suggest that it might.)
But we probably shouldn't assume that the SEI value -- still undetermined for 2024 but advantaging Democrats -- will tell us about the presidential popular-vote margin. Since 1992, there's been much less of a correlation between presidential results and the SEI than for House results.




Part of this is driven by 1996, which was an outlier. Republicans fared well in special elections, but President Bill Clinton won reelection easily. Take that year out and the correlation is a little stronger -- but still not as strong as the House results. That may be in part because there are fewer comparable elections, but it's not only that. And adding more elections might just as easily loosen the correlation, of course. No reason there wouldn't be another 1996.
The simplest assumption here is the least satisfying one: We simply don't know if the results in special elections will tell us much about November. It is, as we've noted often before, an unusual election occurring under unusual circumstances. Perhaps this is why SEI doesn't correlate as well to presidential races, political events unto themselves.
There is one useful note of caution for those who view special election results as a reason for optimism about Biden's reelection chances. We have an example of how those elections compare to national results under conditions like those at the moment. That's the results from 2022, in which the special election results overstated how Democrats might fare nationally.
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The right takes a Biden-laptop victory lap around an empty arena
The issue was always whether the material was part of a foreign effort to influence the election -- as had occurred four years before.
By Philip Bump | 2024-06-12

A television monitor in the briefing room of the White House shows the verdict in the Hunter Biden trial Tuesday. (Saul Loeb/AFP/Getty Images)


Sean Hannity began his Fox News show Tuesday by demanding that his audience understand the real point of significance from the trial that led to felony convictions for President Biden's son Hunter. It wasn't that Hunter Biden was facing accountability; it was that he and his allies in the right-wing media had been right all along about a laptop that once belonged to Hunter Biden.
"The critical development from this trial is one huge, single piece of evidence entered into the official record by your U.S. government," Hannity said, "and that's Hunter Biden's very real laptop. Not only did the U.S. federal government confirm that Hunter's laptop is real, they confirmed that its contents are real, and the contents have not been tampered with by anybody."
"In other words," he continued, "you were lied to on a very high level just before an election by numerous people and entire institutions."
Hannity's argument is that opponents of Donald Trump circled the wagons in October 2020 to falsely attack a report from the New York Post that centered on material taken from Hunter Biden's laptop. A letter from a number of former intelligence officials "called it Russian disinformation," in the phrasing of Hannity's guest, commentator Jonathan Turley. Social media companies opted to limit the spread of the story after it was published. All of this, in Hannity's presentation, has been shown to be not only erroneous but a function of "lies" from people who "wanted Joe Biden to win by any means necessary."
There are at least two significant errors in Hannity's presentation. One is that he is conflating the laptop presented as evidence at the trial, the one obtained by the FBI in 2019, with the "laptop" that was the source of the New York Post story.
The FBI was already investigating Hunter Biden when he dropped off his laptop for repairs in April 2019. Eventually, the bureau learned about the abandoned device and took possession of it along with a hard drive that contained some material recovered from the device. At another point, the FBI also obtained material stored by Apple, the contents of Hunter Biden's iCloud account. That material included photos, messages and emails.
What the New York Post got was apparently a copy of that hard drive, made by the owner of the repair shop, John Paul Mac Isaac. He'd tipped off the FBI about the device and, as the 2020 election neared without word of any federal investigation, also contacted Trump's attorney, Rudy Giuliani. Giuliani was the conduit to the New York Post -- after pitching it to Fox News, which passed.
Other news outlets were not given access to the material at the time of the initial report. (Giuliani told the New York Times he was worried  its journalists would "spend all the time they could to try to contradict it before they put it out.") When The Washington Post finally got access to the material in 2022, we were able to verify some of it as authentic. There was also evidence, though, that the material on the hard drive that went from Giuliani to the New York Post was moved around with some information added. Even Mac Isaac warned that material being attributed to "the laptop" was not on the laptop when he undertook the file recovery process.
At trial, government witnesses confirmed that what they had was the original laptop and material from Hunter Biden's iCloud account. But that was only one fork of the flow of that information to the public. The other was the copy that ended up with Giuliani, and in the press. There may have been another, earlier fork, too; Time magazine reported soon after the initial New York Post story that material attributed to Hunter Biden was being offered in Ukraine in 2019, perhaps after his Apple account had been illegally accessed.
This overlaps with the other error in Hannity's argument. The issue at the time of the New York Post report was in part that the material might not be authentic. In part, though, it was that it was authentic -- and being released in October 2020 as part of a foreign effort to influence the outcome of the presidential race.
After all, Russian actors had done precisely this four years prior. In 2016, hackers linked to Russia accessed a Democratic Party network and the email account of a senior staffer for Hillary Clinton's campaign. Much of that material was then given to WikiLeaks, which released it in bunches during July and October of that year. (The second batch of material began being released on the same day that the intelligence community raised a public alarm about Russian interference efforts.) It was a use of legitimate material obtained illegally to try to influence how Americans viewed the election.
The federal government -- at the time led by President Trump -- worked with social media companies in an effort to introduce guardrails against a similar effort in 2020. There were already signs that Russia was again hoping to aid Trump's election. Then the New York Post story dropped.
The letter from the 51 former intelligence officials was an early articulation of the concern that history was repeating itself. But it was also more cautious than many (including Turley) suggest.
"We want to emphasize that we do not know if the emails, provided to the New York Post by President Trump's personal attorney Rudy Giuliani, are genuine or not," it read, "and that we do not have evidence of Russian involvement -- just that our experience makes us deeply suspicious that the Russian government played a significant role in this case."
Giuliani, you may recall, had spent significant time in Europe several months prior attempting to find evidence of impropriety by Biden's family. That included interactions with someone added to a sanction list in September 2020 as a Russian intelligence agent.
Others went further in linking the New York Post story to Russia, including Biden. But it is not as though there was no precedent for such concerns in the moment.
These two factors -- that the New York Post "laptop" and the trial laptop were different and that the concern was less about authenticity than sourcing -- help explain why the testimony at the trial didn't make the splash that Hannity seems to have hoped. That and that media outlets (such as The Washington Post) had validated some of the material and that it was already understood that the government considered its laptop as legitimate.
After Hannity lamented the media's silence on the so-called "critical development," Turley offered a theory for why that silence had ensued.
"If the laptop is authentic, if those files are real," he said, "then you have these detailed accounts of a multimillion-dollar influence-peddling operation run by the Biden family. Those would also be authentic. But the media just simply doesn't want to go there."
Except that we already know that many of those files were real, because we got access to them and verified them. The reason the media "doesn't want to go there" on breathless claims about a "Biden family" influence-peddling operation is that the material doesn't prove any such operation. It shows -- as has by now been exhaustively explained -- work done by Hunter Biden and his Uncle James that involved lots of money but did not demonstrably involve President Biden. The entire point of the House Republican impeachment effort has been to prove Joe Biden's involvement; they have been unable to do so.
We should not necessarily assume that Sean Hannity or his guests are being sincere in their lamentations about the failures of the media. It is politically useful for the right and for Trump to suggest that the Hunter Biden trial revealed something novel and  incriminating about the traditional media. It didn't, but readers of this article probably don't need to be convinced of that. And Hannity's viewers probably aren't reading this, so why not say it?
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Democrats' surprisingly close Ohio special election loss, in context
Democrat Michael Kripchak lost by less than 10 points in a district Donald Trump carried by 29 in 2020. It's merely the latest Democratic over-performance, but what does it mean?
By Aaron Blake | 2024-06-12

Republican Ohio state Sen. Michael Rulli, center, won a closer-than-expected special election for Congress on Tuesday. (Joe Maiorana/AP)


Democrats continue to confront a confusing 2024 election picture. The polls keep showing President Biden struggling in the presidential race, but other signs -- actual elections, for example -- keep pointing in a more encouraging direction.
High on that list is how Democrats have done in special elections. A case in point: Tuesday's sleepy special in Ohio's 6th District.
While virtually nobody paid attention to the race, unheralded and underfunded Democrat Michael Kripchak was losing by less than 10 points in a district that Biden lost in 2020 by 29 points. For a time Tuesday night, it appeared as though it could have been even closer.
Democrats have over-performed in special elections throughout the 2023-2024 election cycle, but this House race was one of the biggest swings to date.
As for what it actually could mean? Some context is in order.
Republican state Sen. Michael Rulli, now representative-elect, outspent Kripchak, a former research physicist in the military who most recently worked as a waiter, $571,000 to about $7,000 as of May 22, according to campaign finance reports.
Outside groups including the national parties basically ignored the district because it had been uncompetitive in recent presidential elections.
Despite its redness, this eastern Ohio district is unusual. As Kyle Kondik of the Crystal Ball has noted, the current version of it actually would have gone for Barack Obama by nearly eight points in 2008. So it swung about 37 points in presidential elections between 2008 and 2020.
None of the country's 434 other congressional districts featured a bigger swing toward Republican presidential candidates over those 12 years.
On the one hand, it's gone very red. On the other, it has been far less red relatively recently. And it's difficult to apply any lessons here to many other districts.
While the result was surprisingly close, it came with very low turnout. The results show just shy of 60,000 votes, with 98 percent of the expected vote counted. That's less than 20 percent of the votes cast in the district in the 2020 presidential race.
Turnout was about half of what it was in the primaries for the same seat, which were held alongside presidential primaries back in March. The contest drew just over a third of the turnout in the hotly contested special election in New York's 3rd Congressional District in February.
Big swings are significantly more common in special elections with lower turnout, like this one.
Those caveats aside, this result was just the latest encouraging sign for Democrats.
According to data crunched by Daily Kos Elections, the 19-point over-performance is the biggest thus far across six Republican vs. Democrat special congressional elections this cycle. Democrats have over-performed Biden's 2020 showing in four of those six races, including three times by double digits.
Republicans have over-performed in just one race, in Utah.
The sixth race was the New York one, where the results closely matched the 2020 presidential race. But Democrats swung the results by double digits from the 2022 race for the same seat and flipped the seat blue.
While Democrats hailed the results Tuesday night and have been encouraged by both the New York result and another big recent over-performance in a competitive Pennsylvania state House district, their advantage in such races has shrunk this year.
The Daily Kos Elections data show Democrats over-performed the 2020 presidential results in congressional and state legislative elections by an average of 5.2 points in 2023, but that has shrunk to just 1.2 points in 2024.
At the same time, they're over-performing relative to a 2020 election that they won. And they've over-performed it in seven of the past eight special elections.
Democrats also have other recent elections to cheer them -- ones with much higher profiles than the Ohio special election.
In addition to flipping the New York congressional seat, they won a crucial Wisconsin state Supreme Court race, and abortion rights continued to be a big winner on the ballot in Ohio in November.
Performing well in non-regular elections is usually a good sign for a party. But we're also in unusual times, in which the Republican Party has become remarkably reliant on voters who simply don't turn out as much when Donald Trump isn't on the ballot.
Those more casual and infrequent voters are much more likely to vote in the presidential election. The question is how many of them do -- and whether these special elections betray an enthusiasm gap that could cost Republicans.
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My charmed, tormented life with Jerry West
"Winning Time," the HBO series based on my book, exaggerated him -- brilliantly and inaccurately.
By Jeff Pearlman | 2024-06-13

A video tribute to Jerry West plays before Game 3 of the 2024 NBA Finals at American Airlines Center on June 12 in Dallas. (Stacy Revere/Getty Images)


Jeff Pearlman is the author of "Showtime: Magic, Kareem, Riley, and the Los Angeles Lakers Dynasty of the 1980s," which was adapted into the HBO series "Winning Time."
As I've aged and matured and gained traction in life, I've come to the uncomfortable realization that -- for good and for bad (but mostly for bad) -- we all find ways to justify our actions.
We ran that red light, but ... we really needed to pick up Amelia from dance class.
We had too much to drink, but ... Uncle Joey only turns 37 once.
We watch as the characters in our nonfiction books become exaggerated in the name of entertainment, but ...
Um.
Eh.
Ah.
That last one. It's me. Sorta me, at least. A decade ago, I wrote "Showtime," a book that chronicled the highs and lows of the 1980s Lakers. My work wound up being optioned by HBO, and the network ran two seasons of the resulting program, "Winning Time." And, to be 100 percent clear, I loved almost everything about "Winning Time." I loved Quincy Isaiah as Magic Johnson and Sean Patrick Small as Larry Bird. I loved Adrien Brody as Pat Riley and Solomon Hughes as Kareem Abdul-Jabbar. "Winning Time" brought my favorite era of professional basketball back to life and introduced generations of young viewers to those who walked the earth before LeBron James and Luka Doncic. From beginning to end, I was dazzled by the writing and attention to detail. Early on, I received a call from a producer, asking whether I knew what material was used for the 1979 National Basketball Association Summer League uniforms.
"Why?" I asked.
"Because," he said, "we want to recreate them."
Through the nonstop highs, however, the one thing that left me semi-conflicted was the depiction of Jerry West, the legendary Lakers guard and general manager who died this week at 86. As detailed in his autobiography, "West by West: My Charmed, Tormented Life," he was a man who suffered bouts of depression, anxiety, self-loathing and mood swings. In my decades covering sports, I've known of two people who struggled to watch their own teams play -- one was Billy Beane, the longtime general manager of the Oakland Athletics. The other was West.
Often, when the Lakers were on the court, West could be found in the bowels of the Forum in Inglewood, Calif., pacing, stretching, biting his nails and tapping his toes. Or he might be sitting inside his Buick in an otherwise empty parking lot, listening to the game on the radio and pounding his fists into the steering wheel with each botched layup.
He had served as the team's head coach for three seasons in the late 1970s, and while the 145-101 record suggests success, he could not handle the gig's anxieties. How could Jerry West -- one of the greatest talents of all time -- muster the patience to teach journeymen such as Earl Tatum and Dave Robisch the proper technique to shoot a jumper? Answer: He couldn't. It nearly drove him to madness.
In "Winning Time," actor Jason Clarke was brilliant as West. Hell, beyond brilliant. He nailed his slight West Virginia twang, his cocksure strut, his at-all-costs love for the Lakers. There's a scene in the pilot in which  West explains to team executives that it would be a mistake to select Michigan State's Johnson with the first pick in the 1979 draft; a safer bet would be Sidney Moncrief of Arkansas.
When Jerry Buss (played by John C. Reilly) asks why, West -- with all the earnestness one can muster -- says, "He's too tall."
Buss scoffs at the suggestion, as do those standing nearby -- and West loses it. He storms off, snaps his golf club in half and, while stomping away, growls, "I f---ing busted my shaft, Pedro!"
It's awesome stuff, and I still laugh whenever the scene crosses my screen. But it's also (ahem) not real. The moment never happened. There was no Pedro, and while West was (in a rare bout of personnel misjudgment) truly opposed to selecting Johnson, he certainly didn't break it down to Buss on a golf course. In that same episode, West is shown launching the 1969 Finals MVP award through his office window (didn't happen) and has Buss advise him to switch to an alcohol that doesn't cause his breath to reek (definitely didn't happen).
Throughout the series, West is often cursing, snarling, snapping, biting. It's tremendous television. For my money, Clarke carried the show. But, in the real world, West wasn't a cursing, snarling, snapping, biting guy. He was a burdened, haunted, troubled man who -- while certainly capable of a good outburst -- primarily internalized his demons. He also was a beloved basketball lifer who embraced the diversity of the sport he cherished.
As creator of the source material, but also as someone involved with the show, I often found myself publicly backing Clarke's version of West by offering up explanations like "It's paying homage" and "This is how the medium works." But, sitting here today in the aftermath of West's passing, I am forced to ask myself whether that was me being true to myself or just being a guy with the golden ticket of an HBO show justifying an experience that I simultaneously loved and profited from.
The answer: I honestly don't know.
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Create your own emojis  
Apple will now allow users to generate their own emojis using AI. Here are a few ideas to get you started. 
By Edith Pritchett | 2024-06-13

(Edith Pritchett/The Washington Post)
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How accurate are polls today? I answered your questions.
Karen's live chat with readers starts at 12 p.m. ET on Thursday. Read the transcript.
By Karen Tumulty | 2024-06-13
I'm traveling the country covering my 10th presidential campaign, and this one promises to be unlike any we have ever seen. The stakes couldn't be higher: the White House. Control of Congress and state houses across the country are all on the edge.
I'll be live online every other Thursday to chat with readers about the big and small moments, winners and losers, that make up this election. Read the transcript below.
Read my columns and past live chats, or sign up to receive my latest columns in your inbox.
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Searching for hope on immigration reform
Immigration is top of mind for many voters. But is politics getting in the way of solutions?
By Karen Tumulty, Jim Geraghty, Leon Krauze | 2024-06-13

Asylum seekers from Turkey try to recover from injuries sustained by jumping from the wall at the U.S.-Mexico border on Sunday. (Go Nakamura/Reuters)


President Biden's decision to enact strict asylum restrictions on people crossing the U.S.-Mexico border highlights just how potent immigration has become as an election issue. Three of our columnists -- Karen Tumulty, Jim Geraghty and Leon Krauze -- discuss whether there is a way to get reform done, why the topic is top of mind for so many voters and whether America still sees itself as a nation of immigrants.
Use the audio player or The Post's "Impromptu" podcast feed to listen to the entire conversation.
Karen Tumulty: The asylum system that we have in this country was built in the wake of World War II, to deal with people who were refugees. Even with Biden saying he's tightening up the border, we don't really have the resources to even deport the number of people they are talking about. Leon, what needs to be fixed here?
Leon Krauze: The answer is legislation. The backlog in the U.S. immigration court system -- it's so immense, it's absurd. The backlog has tripled since the beginning of 2017. So what needs to happen? There needs to be an increase in the number of judges.
And when you look at the bill that was in front of Congress a few months ago, there are a number of provisions that would have helped. Would it have solved the issue? Probably not. But if you look at the details, it would have added 2,700 Border Patrol agents and [U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement] agents, billions in funding for border security.
But politics killed it. Yes, the left also put some distance between itself and the bill. But the Republican Party, they did it for political reasons, so that the issue could remain top of mind for voters. And they succeeded! But the decision was about politics, not public policy.
Tumulty: Jim, is that true? Do you think that in turning down the bill that was in front of them, Republicans decided they'd rather have the issue than the solution?
Jim Geraghty: Immigration was also tied in with the funding for Ukraine, for Taiwan, for Israel -- a grand deal that was going to unite all these issues together. And maybe it was always a little too ambitious.
But, yes, [Donald] Trump is going to be the nominee again. How many Republicans want to cross Trump on an issue as important as immigration? Not many. And the deal -- look, Leon is correct that the additional funding for Border Patrol, hiring more people -- those are good things, important steps in the right direction.
It did not have any additional money for fencing. I think that would have been a help. And the triggers for closing down the border -- those were not quite as low as I think a bunch of Republican immigration restrictionists would have liked to have seen.
But the fairest criticism of [Speaker] Mike Johnson and other Republicans back then was that they looked at the deal put together by Sen. James Lankford from Oklahoma, and they turned their noses up at it. They didn't make a counteroffer.
Listen to the full conversation here:
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In calling out Trump, Harris finds her mission
No one is better equipped to take down felon Donald Trump than the vice president.
By Jennifer Rubin | 2024-06-13

Vice President Harris at a campaign event in Elkins Park, Pa., on May 8. (Matt Rourke/AP)


Just a couple of weeks ago, Democrats were wringing their hands, worried that the Biden-Harris campaign would not do enough to highlight former president Donald Trump's conviction on 34 felony counts. They need not have worried. Nearly every day, the campaign sends out a flurry of statements, ads and social media postings repeating the catchy phrase "convicted felon." President Biden, on the day after Trump's conviction, deplored MAGA attacks on the courts. But the most pointed, and arguably effective, denunciations have come from Vice President Harris.
Perhaps we should have anticipated that the former San Francisco district attorney and California attorney general (who took delight in grilling Trump's Supreme Court nominees from her perch on the Senate Judiciary Committee) would lead the onslaught. But the ease with which she twists the knife is still eye-opening.
Harris has been making her case in a variety of settings. "A jury of 12 people, peers, over the course of six weeks, deliberated on the evidence and facts and unanimously determined guilt on 34 felony counts," she told Jimmy Kimmel last Tuesday. "There was a defense attorney who actively participated in selecting that jury, who actively made decisions about witnesses to call, witnesses to cross-examine. And the jury made their decision and you know, I think that the reality is, cheaters don't like getting caught and being held accountable." Her delivery was brisk, businesslike and brutally candid.
She did not stop there. On Saturday, she told donors at a fundraiser in Detroit, "Donald Trump openly tried to overturn the last election, and now he openly attacks the foundations of our justice system. Following his conviction in New York last month, Trump has been claiming the whole trial was rigged. False." After reiterating her "cheaters don't like getting caught" riff, she continued, "Since the verdict, he attacks the judge and the witnesses. He suggests the case could be a, quote, 'breaking point' for his supporters, hinting at violence. ... And he says that he will use a second term for revenge." Then she added a twist: "Donald Trump really thinks he's above the law. He really does. And this should be disqualifying for anyone who wants to be president of the United States."
The Supreme Court declined to apply the letter of the law to disqualify Trump under Section 3 of the 14th Amendment. But Harris is making the persuasive case that voters should not consider him to be a legitimate candidate. How can a convict who tries to tear down the legal system assume the presidency, which requires an oath to enforce the laws? It boggles the mind.
The Biden-Harris campaign seems to have figured it out: Someone with contempt for the legal system, a mission to tear it down and to employ it without any legal basis against his enemies threatens the core of American democracy. And if there were any doubt about Trump's nefarious schemes, he now routinely threatens to prosecute his opponents. Former Trump attorney Ty Cobb and a fleet of legal scholars and former prosecutors have warned that his rhetoric erodes support for the legal system and risks inciting violence.
And after weeks of Trump's threats and smears, all amplified by MAGA sycophants, even taciturn Attorney General Merrick Garland deplored the "escalation of attacks" in an op-ed for The Post. "They come in the form of conspiracy theories crafted and spread for the purpose of undermining public trust in the judicial process itself. Those include false claims that a case brought by a local district attorney and resolved by a jury verdict in a state trial was somehow controlled by the Justice Department," he said, in obvious reference to Trump and his followers.
Given the ongoing, albeit stalled, federal prosecutions against Trump, Garland was in no position to call out Trump by name or to directly suggest someone threatening and maligning law enforcement has no business in the White House. That's where Harris comes in.
Biden spent five days in France commemorating the 80th anniversary of D-Day. In Normandy, he hammered home the need to defend democracy in our lifetime. It's no mystery who is threatening our democracy. Biden extols the virtues of democracy, freedom, the rule of law and decency with the obvious implication that Trump has none of these. But the campaign needs Harris to challenge Trump and MAGA followers' attacks on the rule of law and make the case that these attacks in and of themselves should be "disqualifying." So far, she is delivering.
Harris in the weeks and months ahead will have plenty of material as Trump threatens vengeance. She cannot be explicit enough: This is what dictators do. If you don't follow Dear Leader, you, too, will feel his wrath. That message might even be potent enough to force the media to contextualize Trump in the long line of authoritarians who twist the justice system for political ends.
And if she is really effective, she might just rouse the "I don't like his Gaza policy" set threatening to stay home -- after all, the latter are just the sort of people Trump would persecute. In fact, he has already promised to deport them. It might be worth their while to vote for the only candidate who can stop him.
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Biden's latest attack on Trump is wildly inaccurate
The president played some disingenuous politics with his Normandy speech.
By Marc Thiessen | 2024-06-13

President Donald Trump, left, shakes hands with French President Emmanuel Macron during a ceremony for leaders of NATO countries at the alliance's headquarters in Brussels on May 25, 2017. (Evan Vucci/AP) 


Unlike Ronald Reagan's famous Pointe du Hoc speech, it is unlikely that anyone will be quoting President Biden's remarks on that "lonely, windswept point on the northern shore of France" four decades from now. But Biden had a much shorter-term political goal: to launch a thinly veiled attack on Donald Trump and suggest that Trump would abandon Reagan's message that "isolationism never was and never will be an acceptable response to tyrannical governments with an expansionist intent."
Put aside how disingenuous it is for Biden -- who opposed most of Reagan's successful Cold War policies -- to embrace the Gipper to attack Trump. Is Biden's critique accurate? Is Trump an isolationist?
It is undeniable that there is an increasingly vocal isolationist faction on the right, and that this faction -- epitomized by Sen. J.D. Vance (R-Ohio) and Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Ga.) -- believes Trump is their ideological ally. But a close look at Trump's record suggests he is not the isolationist they hope him to be.
Consider: When Iran crossed his red line against killing Americans, Trump did not launch feckless strikes against Iranian proxies the way Biden did. He ordered the U.S. military to target Iran's terrorist mastermind, Qasem Soleimani -- and then warned Tehran that if it retaliated, he had selected "52 Iranian sites ... representing the 52 American hostages taken by Iran many years ago" and that "those targets, and Iran itself, WILL BE HIT VERY FAST AND VERY HARD." Iran backed down. That's hardly isolationist.
Or take the Islamic State. While the Obama-Biden administration presided over the disastrous U.S. withdrawal from Iraq in 2011, which gave rise to the ISIS caliphate, Trump drove the Islamic State from its caliphate -- and then ordered the killing of its leader, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi.
Trump twice launched military strikes against the regime of Bashar al-Assad for using chemical weapons against Syrian civilians. Trump also launched a cyberattack on Russia -- an act of war -- targeting St. Petersburg's Internet Research Agency, the troll farm that spearheaded Russian interference in the 2016 presidential election. He also gave the green light for the U.S. military to take out hundreds of Wagner Group mercenaries in eastern Syria.
After the Obama-Biden administration refused to give Ukraine weapons following Russia's 2014 invasion of Crimea, Trump became the first president to provide Ukraine with lethal aid, transferring Javelin antitank missiles that helped Ukraine defend itself when Russia invaded again on Biden's watch. And while isolationists like Vance and Greene insist the United States should provide "not one more penny" to Ukraine, Trump has said he might dramatically increase Ukraine aid. "I would tell Putin, if you don't make a deal, we're going to give [Ukraine] a lot," he told Maria Bartiromo of Fox News. "We're going to give them more than they ever got, if we have to."
Trump also presided over what he called "a colossal rebuilding of the American Armed Forces," delivering large increases in defense spending and creating the Space Force as the first new military branch since 1947. Biden, by contrast, has put the United States on track to spend the lowest percent of GDP on defense since President Bill Clinton tried to claim a misguided post-Cold War "peace dividend."
Trump negotiated the release of more Americans from foreign captivity in four years than Barack Obama did in eight -- and he did it without paying ransoms or sending planeloads of cash to terrorist regimes. He built an international coalition to isolate the Maduro regime in Venezuela. He brokered three Arab-Israeli peace accords -- the first in more than a quarter-century, and a diplomatic achievement worthy of the Nobel Peace Prize. He also negotiated a historic new free trade agreement with Mexico and Canada, the USMCA, that even Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) admitted "is much better than NAFTA" -- as well as new trade pacts with Japan and South Korea. Biden, by contrast, is on track to be the first president since Jimmy Carter to neither negotiate nor sign a trade deal during his term in office.
Or take NATO. Biden claims "Trump wants to eviscerate NATO." Well, not according to Trump, who said in March he will "100 percent" remain in NATO so long as allies carry their weight when it comes to military spending. As president, Trump got allies to spend hundreds of billions more on our common defense. When Trump left office, allies were spending $130 billion more on defense than they did in 2016 -- a figure that was on track to rise to $400 billion by the end of 2024 -- and twice as many were meeting their commitments to spend 2 percent of gross domestic product on defense. Bruised feelings notwithstanding, Trump left NATO stronger than it had been since the end of the Cold War.
Critics will respond: What about all the international agreements he withdrew from, such as the Paris climate agreement, the Iran nuclear deal and the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty? Withdrawing from international agreements that are not in U.S. interests is not isolationist -- it's conservative. George W. Bush withdrew from the ABM Treaty, which barred the United States from deploying ballistic missile defenses, and removed the United States' signature from the Rome Statute creating the International Criminal Court.
Trump's record certainly isn't perfect, from his aborted plan to invite the Taliban to Camp David to giving Turkey a green light to invade Syria and attack our Kurdish allies. But looked at objectively, his overall foreign policy record was one of the best of any modern U.S. president.
One often-overlooked reason for that success is that Trump surrounded himself with a "team of rivals" in his first term that included many Reaganite conservatives. It is unclear whether he would continue this approach in a second term, or whether a Trump White House would be staffed by those who would advise him against all the bold actions on the world stage that made his first term so successful. I hope he'll stick with the strategy that delivered so much for the United States in his first term.
This much is clear: A second Biden term would be a disaster. Biden likes to say that on his watch, "America is back." You know what else is back? War. Trump is the only president in the 21st century on whose watch Russia has not invaded one of its neighbors, and was the first president since Reagan on whose watch America had not been dragged into a new war either directly or by proxy. He achieved this not by retreating behind a "fortress America," but by projecting strength on the world stage.
If that's isolationism, save us from Biden's policies of engagement.
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The environment is losing. Which means we're all losing.
Environmental policy is losing voters' support, putting at risk efforts to combat climate change.
By Editorial Board | 2024-06-13

European farmers demonstrate on June 4 ahead of European Parliament elections in Brussels. (Piroschka Van De Wouw/Reuters) 


The cause of the environment is losing the public debate.
Whether the goal is to reduce air pollution, keep pesticides and nitrogen out of waterways, enforce water conservation or, in the florid words of U.N. Secretary General Antonio Guterres, take the "exit ramp off the highway to climate hell," the agenda to preserve the globe's natural ecosystems has been set on its heels.
The latest blow came from Europe last week. The Greens, who only five years ago muscled their way into the center of European politics, and the driving force behind the commitment to cut the continent's net greenhouse gas emissions to zero by 2050, were clobbered in elections to the European Parliament, losing more than a quarter of their seats.
This came hot on the heels of a major setback on this side of the Atlantic, where New York Gov. Kathy Hochul (D) stunned pretty much everybody by halting a long-awaited project to charge a fee on drivers in some parts of Manhattan to reduce congestion and tailpipe pollution and to raise money for modernizing the city's subway system.
Ms. Hochul claimed she was acting out of a sudden -- and implausible -- concern for low-income New Yorkers' pocketbooks. (The project, which was due to take effect just weeks after the governor's U-turn, would have helped New York's air quality and crammed streets and invested in transit opportunities for low-income people, by asking that those who use the roads more pay more.) But congestion pricing is very unpopular in the New York City suburbs that Democrats need to regain the House majority in November.
The double punch to the environmental agenda suggests other voter concerns are taking precedence over climate change and clean air, such as inflation -- most notably, high energy prices. The result is resistance to environmental policies that impose visible costs on people. Hostility toward environmental restrictions has usually come from the right of the political spectrum. Yet concerns about the costs imposed by green policies on businesses and ordinary citizens has stymied environmental strategies even in liberal-minded regions.
In the United States, the conventional narrative that blames Republicans for the nation's climate trajectory is not quite right. Democrats in places such as Washington state, New York and the U.S. Senate have rejected well-crafted climate plans, pushing alternatives that are often more expensive, yet hide the costs from voters. And they have not stood up enough to environmentalists, NIMBYs ("not in my back yard") and others blocking efforts to build the pipelines, power transmission cables and wind projects needed to decarbonize.
Overall, climate policymakers have failed to find the sweet spot that delivers on environmental goals and also satisfies European farmers upset at the end of diesel subsidies for their tractors and New Jersey commuters who would rather not shell out $15 to drive into the city. Instead, the environment has become another battleground in a broader ideological war between city and country, elite and "ordinary" Americans.
The Biden administration has tried to get around the problem by branding its environmental program as a battle against inflation. Yet polling suggests that Americans think the Inflation Reduction Act will make inflation worse and do more harm than good to workers and the economy.
Regardless of how the effort is branded, from Long Island to the French countryside, the message is that enough voters are not yet convinced that the effort is worth the costs.
The challenge extends beyond the green agenda. It requires overcoming the radical polarization that has reshaped politics from New York to Brussels, to convince voters of the legitimacy and fairness of government action --whether it is in the service of preserving natural ecosystems or any other priority.
Ironically, the environmental policies that tend to elicit the strongest opposition -- such as congestion pricing -- often are the least expensive for society at large. This leaves policymakers with few good options. They must acknowledge popular constraints, explain convincingly why action is needed, ensure their plans mitigate the impact on those who bear most of the costs, particularly the most vulnerable, and advance policies that keep costs as low as possible relative to benefits.
They must find the sweet spot soon. There is not much time left to slash greenhouse gas emissions and prevent devastating climate damage. And the solutions are likely to become more expensive. Hard though it might seem, persuading drivers to buy subsidized electric vehicles is relatively easy. Convincing them to pay more for tractor diesel, meat, household heating and air conditioning, or driving into Manhattan, are harder.
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I'm a single mom. This Father's Day, I celebrate the bonus dads.
My heart swells with gratitude for all the "uncles" shaping my boys into the men they will become.
By Ke'Yonna Hall | 2024-06-13

Learning to skate. (Getty Images) 


Ke'Yonna Hall is a social worker and community organizer in Mansfield, Tex.
For many single mothers, Father's Day can be a poignant reminder that they are parenting alone. But in our home, this day takes on a different meaning: It is a chance to honor and celebrate the diverse men who step in to fill fatherly roles in my sons' lives -- the men who support, love and guide my boys.
I had two sons 11 months apart, and some days have been undeniably hard. One walking, one crawling. One potty-training, one in diapers. One talking, one mumbling. They have been a joy, but after my split from their dad, I sulked. I held on to feelings of hopelessness, unworthiness and anger. I worried the boys would feel a void.
Then one evening, my own bonus dad invited me out for dinner. He acknowledged the great job I was doing alone and praised how well-mannered and smart the boys are, how much light they bring to his life. He helped me realize how my feelings were overshadowing the ways he and other men were showing up for us.
Yes, I often think life would be easier with a spouse present to share the load of two busy toddlers (not to mention working full time, juggling graduate studies and contending with one son's epilepsy). But many remarkable "uncles" are helping me raise them.
Uncle Fred, a dad of four, video-calls my boys every Thursday. Uncle Christian, a truck driver, visits whenever he's in town, playing the role of co-disciplinarian and DJ for freeze-dance sessions. Uncle Theron, their only biological uncle, guides them through milestones such as potty training and accompanies them for haircuts. Uncle Bobby, with his dreads, teaches them to love their natural hair, while Uncle Tonio engages them in endless pretend play. Uncle Cedric, despite his own health challenges, includes my sons in his plans and supports us in many ways. Uncle Avery, their barber, and the men in his shop are also integral to our village. And then there is PaPa, their granddad, who extends the same unconditional love to my sons that he gave to my brother and me.
This village supports me, too. I am able to show my sons that asking for help is not a weakness, but a strength. They see that family is defined by love and commitment. The men in their lives teach them about kindness, integrity and perseverance.
This Father's Day, my heart swells with gratitude. To all the men who have stepped in and stepped up -- thank you. You are shaping my boys into the men they will become.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2024/06/13/single-motherhood-fathers-day-substitute-dads/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Alito worries leaked remarks will undermine hard-won vindictive image
'What if I'd said something temperate or reasonable?'
By Alexandra Petri | 2024-06-13

Supreme Court Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr. testifies about the court's budget on  March 7, 2019, in D.C. (Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images) 


WASHINGTON -- In the hours after Samuel A. Alito Jr. learned that secretly captured recordings of a private conversation were going to be made public, the Supreme Court justice was frantic, close associates say, worrying the tapes would undermine the image he has worked to create of exactly what kind of judge he is. But when publication revealed the comments to be merely an endorsement of the need "to return our country to a place of godliness," that worry gave way to relief.
"That could have been so much worse," Alito said in a subsequent interview. "What if I'd said something temperate or reasonable?"
"Any time I open my mouth, there's always a chance that something might come out that doesn't sound petty and vindictive," the justice allowed. "What if I mishear something and accidentally agree that justices must take care to recuse themselves after any whiff of impropriety? It would take me years to recover from that."
Alito, seemingly shaken by the possibility, then listed a series of far-fetched utterances that could be equally ruinous:
"I would never impose my religion on others."
"It isn't the role of the Supreme Court to legislate from the bench."
"No, I would not accept a seat on a private jet, even if it was already going to the destination and so the seat would be just going to waste otherwise."
Alito went on: "Why, just thinking about this made me so stressed that Martha-Ann had to read me my Obergefell dissent to calm me down." Alito beamed. "In it, I complained that 'those who cling to old beliefs will be able to whisper their thoughts in the recesses of their homes, but if they repeat those views in public, they will risk being labeled as bigots and treated as such by governments, employers and schools' -- something I printed under my name, publicly, and was proud of, and have repeated in speeches to the Federalist Society!"
Alito also worried that footage might surface from a recent party at which he recalled a guest saying Donald Trump was a wonderful man who deserved both unlimited power and to be the next president, during which Alito apparently remained silent.
"But I was nodding!" he insisted. "I was nodding! Don't worry!"
So far, the justice has been lucky. But Alito urged anyone who might in the future question troublesome private remarks to go and study all his public speeches and published opinions.
"I am who I've always been in public," Alito said. "Not some impartial justice in a black robe who considers himself above politics, but the guy who mouths 'not true' during President Barack Obama's State of the Union address. If you have any doubt of who I am, look to my op-eds in the Wall Street Journal. I'm just a guy who wants the people who read the Wall Street Journal opinions section to know that he is being unjustly maligned by ProPublica. How else could I look Leonard Leo in the eye?
"My public life speaks for itself," he concluded.
Still, Alito jumped at the chance to solidify his stances on a few more matters on the record. Ethics? "Unnecessary." Women? "Vessels. They love to fly flags." Previous precedent? "Absolutely immune, untouchable."
He noticed the surprise on this reporter's face and hastened to clarify: "Oh, precedent? I thought you said 'previous president!'"
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Since when does Donald Trump own the American flag?
As I've discovered, flying Old Glory makes people assume you support Trump.
By Rick Reilly | 2024-06-13

Former president Donald Trump hugs the American flag ahead of his remarks at the Conservative Political Action Conference in National Harbor, Md., on Feb. 24. (Tom Brenner for The Washington Post)


I'm not easily flabbergasted, but the other day my flabber got good and gasted. I was riding my beach bike, the one with the 2-by-3-foot American flag flying off the back. I fly it because I ... (a) love my country and (b) love my spine, and the flapping flag means fewer cars flatten me.
So I'm pedaling along the street and the Stars and Stripes are whipping behind me, and I hear a honk. That's when a guy on the passenger side of a white 4x4 Ram truck leans out and yells, "Yeah! Go Trump!"
Go Trump? Me? He can't be yelling that at me. I look around for somebody in a MAGA hat or a T-shirt with Trump's mug shot, but there's nobody. And that's when it hits me.
This guy thinks I'm a Trumper.
Why else would I be flying an American flag?
Then, a week later, it happens again, only in reverse. I'm riding when a woman leans out of her green Subaru and hollers, "F--- Trump!" and flips me off. She'd seen the flag and figured the same thing as the guy in the truck.
This lady thinks I'm a Trumper.
Which brings me to a question for Friday -- Flag Day: When did the American flag become another Trump property?
And if the former president doesn't quite own it, he has definitely co-opted it. Nowadays, if you see a jacked-high pickup with four American flags, you either honk proudly or move three lanes away. There's a house on my block with a giant Trump flag hanging from the roof. Do you ever see a Biden flag? Me neither, not once. Online, you can find dozens of American flags for sale with Donald Trump's name or face on them. Good luck finding one with Biden's.
Presidential candidates have always been glad to wrap themselves in the flag, of course. But with Trump, it has never looked more like a Hollywood prop. Trump doesn't care about the flag any more than he cares about being a Republican. What he cares about is how he looks holding it.
I was with Trump one time, 20 years ago, when he kept mis-introducing me as "the guy who runs Sports Illustrated" or "this guy owns SI!" I just worked at the place. When I asked him why he was lying to people, he said, "Sounds better."
Trump loves the flag, like the Bible, because it looks better. The American flags flying at his properties are about the size of a Denny's. He actually cuddled up to a flag at a conservative conference in 2020 and mouthed, "I love you, baby." 
He's yuuuuge on the flag, but puny on what it stands for.
Serve your country in the military? Uh ... no.
Obey the law? No, no, 34 times no.
Free speech? Big no. Trump says that if reelected he would retaliate against media "criminally or civilly."
But what really makes me eat bees is that Trumpers aren't just kidnapping the flag -- they're abusing it, too. MAGAs are flying the flag upside-down. Like the one that flew over the Alitos' house. That used to be a seafaring sign that a ship is in distress. Now it's a sign that the brain is.
In video of the Capitol riot on Jan. 6, 2021, an Arkansas trucker picked up an American flag on a pole and beat a cop with it. Bash the Blue.
There's also a Jan. 6 video showing the invaders yanking down the Star-Spangled Banner and putting up a Trump one. And Colin Kaepernick taking a knee was treasonous?
For a lot of Americans, the flag has become a symbol of Trump misogyny, Trump bigotry and Trump wannabe president for life. Which means, for Democrats like me, flying an American flag on your house is akin to bringing your neighbors anthrax brownies. Flying a flag puts you in the pickup truck with an Oath Keeper. You can see why. During the 2020 election, a phalanx of trucks flying American flags and Trump flags tried to run a Biden campaign bus off the road.
The Stars and Stripes were here 169 years before Trump was born, and they'll be here long after he's gone. I say it's time to take the flag back. And so does the Biden campaign, judging by the Democratic National Committee's recent ad for him -- it's just called "Flag."
The American flag belongs to 336 million of us, not just the 46.9 percent of the electorate that went for Trump last time around. More than 81 million Americans voted for Biden in 2020. The more of us flying the flag from our porches and cars and, yeah, bikes, the less it seems as though Trump helped Betsy Ross sew it.
"Go Trump"? Great idea. Go, Trump, as far away as possible. But leave the flag.
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Flags the Alitos should consider
Ann Telnaes cartoon on the Alitos and their flags.
By Ann Telnaes | 2024-06-12

(Ann Telnaes/The Washington Post)
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How tough should Caitlin Clark have to be to thrive in the WNBA?
Plus, readers share their views on trans athletes and memories of Jackie Robinson.
By Letters to the Editor | 2024-06-12

The Indiana Fever's Caitlin Clark during the first quarter of a game against the New York Liberty on June 2. (Luke Hales/Getty Images)


Regarding Candace Buckner's June 5 sports column, "Clark discourse grows ugly":
Bill Walton's entry into the National Basketball Association with the Portland Trail Blazers raised some of the same tough issues that have come up during Caitlin Clark's season. Many said Walton got too much attention, generated race-based reporting, was making too much money and was too fragile. Then, along came power forward Maurice Lucas.
As David Halberstam wrote in his book "The Breaks of the Game," Lucas "brought Portland a sense of physical protection that Walton, somewhat intimidated by more physical NBA players in his first two years, badly needed." Lucas told Walton he would be his friend and that bodies would be flying. Lucas's protection allowed Walton's game to flourish. Along with Lionel Hollins and others, Lucas and Walton carved out a memorable championship season. Ms. Clark's teammates have been quick to help her up when she gets clocked; maybe they could be a bit quicker to protect her, too.
Steve Selby, Falls Church
The problem isn't the perception that, as the secondary headline with Ms. Buckner's column online stated, "Caitlin Clark is here to save the WNBA, as long as she doesn't get touched." The problem is that with greater exposure, which Ms. Clark has brought to the league, comes greater scrutiny.
In her comments to the media, Ms. Clark has never said nor implied what Ms. Buckner infers. She has acted in a professional manner, which is more than can be said about the Women's National Basketball Association and some of its players. Using intentional hard fouls to put rookies in their place is irresponsible. If the league doesn't like the scrutiny, it should have addressed this issue long ago.
Unfortunately, it doesn't seem the WNBA cared enough to take it seriously before Ms. Clark's arrival. Now that the league is garnering negative attention for letting its veteran players act with impunity, some want to blame Ms. Clark. If the league wants to grow the game, its leaders need to clean up the lack of professionalism on the court. If this lack of professionalism were to kill the current wave of enthusiasm for the sport, the WNBA would have no one to blame but itself.
Kenneth Pullen, Omaha
In a recent game, Las Vegas Aces star A'ja Wilson got repeatedly roughed up and still scored more than 30 points. Maybe we need to focus on her and her unique abilities -- or on one of the eight or so WNBA players who are averaging more points, assists and rebounds than Caitlin Clark is. All this attention could have a negative impact on Ms. Clark's development and certainly will cause resentment from other players who are scoring more, getting more assists and more rebounds, and playing on teams that have winning records.
Edward Drossman, New York
I've watched Caitlin Clark since her freshman year. Her dashes upcourt evoked Pete Maravich. She splashed Stephen Curry-like threes, played with the same fire as Cheryl Miller and seasoned her play with Magic Johnson's exuberance.
However, she's a professional, and she's facing defenses determined to press her, harass her and frustrate her. And they're succeeding. She leads the league in turnovers, and her field goal percentage and three-point percentage have plummeted from her college days.
Chennedy Carter blindsided Ms. Clark during an inbounds play, knocking her down. That was personal and didn't pertain to basketball, and Ms. Carter should have been suspended. But let's remember, that was one cheap shot by one player. The Indiana Fever franchise did the wise thing and submitted videos of play they considered questionable for the league to review.
During a recent game between the Chicago Sky and Connecticut Sun, the Sun's Alyssa Thomas threw the Sky's Angel Reese to the ground by her neck. That was a more egregious play than a shoulder check. Where was the outrage from people like Draymond Green, Charles Barkley and Geno Auriemma, who expressed so much concern for Ms. Clark?
Physically aggressive play can be a part of basketball. In the late 1980s and 1990s, the Detroit Pistons bludgeoned Michael Jordan incessantly. The NBA's answer was to merchandise the Bad Boys.
Marc D. Greenwood, Opelika, Ala.
One term that appeared early in Candace Buckner's screed against WNBA rookie Caitlin Clark's "ardent protectors" set the tone for the rest of the piece. Ms. Buckner called Chicago Sky guard Chennedy Carter's flagrant foul against Ms. Clark "shoulder-checking." A "move" that NBA player Draymond Green "would probably scoff at as lightweight."
A video clip of the incident, played over and over from every angle, shows Ms. Carter knocking Ms. Clark to the floor before the ball was in play while Ms. Clark was looking away. That is far from a shoulder check, which is typically understood as a tactic to gain position in a live-ball situation. The writer also inexplicably ignored the mini celebration from the Sky bench after the foul.
Most of the column focused on the racial and "Clark as the victim" commentary of those Ms. Buckner calls "Clarkies." She offered comparisons to NFL and NHL teammates who protect their vulnerable stars. To extend that analogy: If an NFL lineman committed a flagrant foul, his teammates would probably try to calm him down and separate him from the other player, and the coach might yell at him. There would not be a group hug on the sideline.
Back to the "shoulder-check." When one athlete (regardless of race) intentionally shoves another player while she is looking the other way with enough force to knock her to the floor, the risk of serious injury is much higher than if both are battling for position. This type of behavior should be denounced and punished for what it is: a dangerous, unsportsmanlike act. Sportswriters should not treat such conduct as a normal part of a rookie's initiation, nor should they condone any teammates or coaches who celebrate it.
Joseph A. Capone, Oakton
Regarding Jerry Brewer's June 9 Sports column, "The fiercest fight in sports":
I was an athletic child and found great opportunities in extracurricular sports in the 1970s. My town provided chances for boys and girls to play sports together, both on a coed swim team and by making space on the baseball team for a girl who felt more at home there than in softball.
I wonder whether it is time for schools to offer an "inclusive league," one that welcomes everyone -- even if it is just intramural until other schools adopt the program. It seems it would be such great fun and good for people of all genders to interact with one another. It might take the edge off competition, too, which can ruin athletics for some kids. I bet participation in single-gender sports would decline.
Blake Ketchum, Claysburg, Pa.
While well written, Jerry Brewer's column gives short shrift to the girls and women who have sacrificed much of their youths to be the best athletes in their sports, only to be beaten out by a former male athlete.
If that seems fair, why are no trans men winning NCAA championships in individual sports? It's simple: Biological men have a physical advantage. When a former excellent male athlete transitions, they clearly have an advantage over biological women.
Fairness is the bedrock of sports. If competition is not fair, there would seem to be little point to higher-end athletics. At the very low-end recreational leagues, it's likely not nearly as much of an issue. Still, for girls who are marginal athletes trying their hardest, regardless of their God-given natural ability, to be benched for a trans athlete seems unfair.
Changing genders is clearly a very difficult and emotional decision. But it is a personal decision, and there are consequences to any personal decision. Those consequences should not negatively impact biological women.
There is a reason steroid use is banned in athletics: It gives competitors an advantage. Competitive advantage through chemistry is not the way to go in sports.
Mike Urita, Burke, Va.
In his column on transgender rights, Mr. Brewer makes the following statement: "The most aggressive people own the messaging, and culture-war politicians have leeched onto the tension. It might be the most effective wedge issue in their arsenal."
He's right: Both the far right and the far left are dominating the issue.
I am a lifelong Democrat and as socially liberal as a person can be, but transgender rights do not extend to the playing field or to sports in general. In fact, most of my friends feel the same as I do. The unfairness of letting people born male compete with those born female should be obvious to even the most progressive people.
John Palmieri, the Bronx
Regarding Jerry Brewer's June 6 Sports column, "The fight over Jackie Robinson":
Mr. Brewer's column on Jackie Robinson certainly brought back wonderful memories. As a young Jewish lad growing up in the 1940s in Toledo, I became an instant fan of the Brooklyn Dodgers for two reasons: 1. the first base coach from 1947-1957, Jake Pitler, was Jewish and I could identify with that, and 2. Jackie Robinson broke the color barrier in 1947, which also impressed me as a school-age kid.
My parents were very liberal and sensitive to discrimination against Black and Jewish people. I lived and died with those Bums and hated the Yankees because they beat the Dodgers in every matchup except 1955. I remember my namesake, Hank Greenberg (no relation), enduring antisemitism from players and fans, and how he proudly stood up for Robinson. So, Robinson captured the souls of not only millions of trampled African Americans, but also a lot of young Jewish boys like me who felt the pinch of antisemitism. Yes, I think we had a lot in common.
Larrie Greenberg, Washington
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If cicadas remind you of the election, let cheetahs help you forget
Plus: An Italian immigrant tale. New York's failed congestion pricing.
By Drew Goins | 2024-06-12
You're reading the Today's Opinions newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox.
In today's edition:

(Michelle Kondrich/The Washington Post) 


We're in the heat of summer, just a few months out from the presidential election, so naturally none of us can get a moment of peace from all the "chatterboxes, each one fighting for attention by screaming into the void," as Post Opinions editor Travis Meier writes. Luckily, if they get too annoying, you can, technically, eat them.
Travis is talking about cicadas, of course, but he might as well not be. "If anything conjures the term 'super brood,'" he writes, referring to this summer's double emergence of two sets of cicadas, "it's the 2024 election."
Even the eyes of the blasted bugs are either red or blue, Travis notes: "Coincidence? I think not."
If insects are an unpleasant reminder of our political strife, then Opinions administrator Rachel Manteuffel has found a salve in slightly larger fauna. Rachel is watching a cheetah be best friends with a dog.
This is the content promulgated by the San Diego Zoo Kids channel, which also features turtles getting back scrubs, orangutans playing with bubbles and no commercials. Yes, Rachel writes, "it is meant for kids, but it is freaking delightful for adults."
And we adults could use a little delight right now. Alas, SDZK is a special closed-circuit program that airs only in hospitals, where Rachel encountered it.
Until the masses get access, we will have to content ourselves with finding the cicadas' silver lining. Happily, Travis points the way.
"The noise might be annoying, but every reemergence, insectile or political, represents a healthy ecosystem," he writes. "As long as the frenzies of cicadas and elections keep happening on schedule, we know we're on the right track."
Chaser: George Will suggests that some of this year's chaos might have been avoided if jurisdictions didn't elect their prosecutors.




From Megan McArdle's column on the excellent idea and utter impossibility that is making drivers pay for contributing to logjam.
It turns out that people do not like the idea of suddenly paying for something that has long been free, even if it will improve the lives of most people who encounter the thing; in a political system with as many veto points as America's, that means the thing stays free. Hence New York Gov. Kathy Hochul's decision to pause ("pronounced 'kill,'" Megan writes) the congestion pricing program that was supposed to hit the city this month.
This has unlucky implications for the rest of the traffic-stricken country, too. "If congestion pricing can't be done in Manhattan," Megan says, "it seems safe to say it can't be done anywhere else in America, either."
Book author Garry Wills writes that his mother-in-law, Lydia, born on a riverside farm in Italy and brought to the United States as an infant, "was a dreamer before anyone dreamed of such a thing, coming as a child and never suspecting that she might not belong."
But a deep fear of federal agents took hold during World War II when authorities stormed her home to investigate whether she was sending messages to Mussolini with her personal radio. The fear kept her from visiting Italy again; she would need to face the feds to get a passport.
How awful, Wills writes, that today's migrants -- migrants who have been here their whole lives, who are undeniably American -- still face the same fears. It is up to the country's voters not to magnify these fears for a new generation of Lydias by again electing Donald Trump.
Chaser: In the latest episode of the "Impromptu" podcast, columnists Karen Tumulty, Leon Krauze and Jim Geraghty tackle why bad politics keeps getting in the way of good immigration policy.
It's a goodbye. It's a haiku. It's ... The Bye-Ku.
Let cheetah and pup
Show us the road to concord!
With haste! ... drat -- traffic
***
Have your own newsy haiku? Email it to me, along with any questions/comments/ambiguities. See you tomorrow!
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The courts have become too politicized. Congress can help.
Limiting judge-shopping and nationwide injunctions would be better for the country.
By Editorial Board | 2024-06-12

Vice President Harris, Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) and Senate Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-N.Y.) enter the House chamber before President Biden's State of the Union address on March 7. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post) 


Remember when U.S. Judge Matthew Kacsmaryk suddenly ordered the abortion pill off the market, all over the country? Or when two separate judges in two separate cases blocked the use of billions of military dollars to build a border wall?
Such nationwide injunctions issued by federal district court judges, who are often carefully selected by activists seeking a result they desire, are too often arbitrary and unwarranted. Politicians, of course, love it when these sorts of rulings go their way, but they find it incomprehensible and unfair when they do not. This suggests the two parties might actually be able to agree to cut back on the abuse.
Injunctions in which a court nixes an executive action across all 50 states are increasingly common. Under President George W. Bush, only six were issued. Under President Donald Trump, judges handed down an astonishing 64, and 59 of those were from judges appointed by Democratic presidents. So far, President Biden has gotten the nationwide injunction treatment 14 times, always from Republican-appointed judges, with many more of his rules unwound using a similar mechanism known as vacatur.
Most alarming, these decisions have been concentrated in particular districts: in Texas for conservative wins and in California for liberal ones. Sensitive matters are sometimes even funneled to particular judges, most notably Judge Kacsmaryk, a former lawyer for the religious right responsible for restricting the availability of the pregnancy-termination drug mifepristone, reopening a background check loophole on gun sales, and more. Impartial justice is more likely when judges are assigned randomly to cases. This works well in geographically compact districts, but in sprawling areas such as Judge Kacsmaryk's Northern District of Texas, it's possible to locate a division with only one judge serving it, then file there.
The result has been the halt of progressive policies in areas from immigration to abortion rights to student loans, as well as conservative darlings such as a ban on transgender people serving in the Army or individuals from Muslim countries entering the United States. The question isn't whether these decisions were right on the policy merits; it's whether it ought to be possible for anyone who disagrees with a presidential directive to lodge a lawsuit in just the right place to see it argued in front of just the right judge -- who ends up wielding a de facto veto on federal policy.
The issues of so-called judgemandering and nationwide injunctions are intertwined. The possibility of each makes the other more insidious: Without the near-guarantee of a sympathetic jurist, challenging an executive action could prove counterproductive -- and without the possibility of forestalling a policy nationwide, even the most favorable of rulings can go only so far. So it is perhaps unsurprising that bills from Senate Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-N.Y.) and Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) both tackle the problem, but from different sides.
Mr. Schumer wants to codify nonbinding guidance released this spring by the Judicial Conference that would ensure the random assignment, within a district, of any lawsuit seeking to bar or mandate a state or federal policy. Mr. McConnell, who told judges around the country they could ignore the Judicial Conference's regulation, goes after the nationwide injunction instead -- by preventing district court rulings from binding anyone but the parties in the case and similar parties within the district.
There is no good defense for judgemandering. The closest thing to an argument for it is that, if cases are randomly assigned, occasionally, when a relevant case arises, a jurist will be forced to travel a substantial distance. Nationwide injunctions are more complicated but require limiting at the very least.
These judicial commands let one judge in one place determine outcomes for the entire country. Yet sometimes a nationwide injunction could be the most effective way to obtain fair and complete relief for plaintiffs -- and forestall blatantly unconstitutional policy before it does irreparable damage. Think of the Muslim travel ban: The thousands affected couldn't reasonably have all filed suit themselves or even found their way into a class action.
The best answer might be to restrict nationwide injunctions without barring them entirely. Scholars have ideas: Congress could create a presumption against them that can be overcome only if a judge finds a government official is deliberately ignoring settled law, or if a judge shows a nationwide injunction is necessary to fully remediate an injury.
Curbing judge-shopping will reduce the dangers of nationwide injunctions, and restraining nationwide injunctions will lessen the impact of judge-shopping. Those concerned about the politicization of the judiciary, no matter which side of the aisle they're on, should be eager to address both parts of the problem.
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Why Europe's new political turmoil will delight Putin
For Vladimir Putin, the right-wing surge in France and Germany is a gift. 
By Lee Hockstader | 2024-06-12

In this photo distributed by Russian state agency Sputnik, President Vladimir Putin hosts an awards ceremony in Moscow on Wednesday. (Sergei Guneyev/Pool/AFP/Getty Images)


Take a moment to look at Europe's burgeoning turmoil through Vladimir Putin's gimlet eyes. You don't need to imagine the wolfish smirk creasing his face to know that Russia's tyrant is enjoying a spectacularly good spring.
The two countries at the fulcrum of European power, France and Germany, are in late-stage political meltdowns -- compounded in the latter's case by deepening economic rot.
In France, the Russophile extreme right has just scored a concussive victory in elections for the European Parliament. In Germany, an even more Russophile extreme right got more votes than Chancellor Olaf Scholz's own party.
European elections are mainly referendums on each country's governments. Seen that way, Scholz and French President Emmanuel Macron are political roadkill.
Neither one's party managed to win even 15 percent of the vote in Sunday's election. In a fight for their political lives, neither can credibly lead the continent to rearm and confront the Russian threat, though each has described the stakes of doing so in existential terms.
The man in the Kremlin's smirk has broadened into a grin.
Last week, Macron was trying to muster a coalition of European allies to send military trainers into Ukraine -- NATO boots on the ground for the first time since Putin's full-scale invasion. This week, Macron is trying, so far without success, to muster a moderate alliance to save his own political neck.
Having dissolved the National Assembly and called snap elections in the next month -- at a stroke risking his government, his legacy, and France's role in Europe and the world -- Macron was reduced this week to quelling rumors that he plans to resign.
Meanwhile, French stocks and bonds were tanking on investors' fears that the ethnocentrist hard-right party of Marine Le Pen, having coasted to victory in France's elections for the European Parliament, might actually seize the reins of government in France this summer. That was all but unimaginable before Sunday.
Putin's delight is uncontainable.
Scholz, an inept politician who has flailed in office and failed to manage a dysfunctional three-party governing coalition, wields no more authority in Berlin than a bratwurst.
This week, the Financial Times reported that Germany's stock market chief said foreign investors are deriding the government in Berlin as "stupid"  and warned that Scholz's bickering coalition risked reducing the world's No. 3 economy to the status of a "developing country."
That warning reflected the broader failure of European economies to remain competitive. Sapped by a spike in energy prices triggered by the war in Ukraine, as well as their own zeal for overregulation, they have failed to keep pace with growth rates in the United States or China.
Putin, determined above all to be a protagonist on the world stage, is not standing idly by. His divisions of cyber-trolls are carpet-bombing Europeans with disinformation, deepfakes and deceptions.
But Moscow's attacks now go beyond that: Its assaults on Washington's European allies are increasingly kinetic, in Pentagon parlance. That means bombings and sabotage planned by Russian military intelligence, known as the GRU, according to Western officials.
In the latest incident, a 26-year-old man who had reportedly served in the Russian army was arrested near Paris after he injured himself in a hotel room with an explosive device. French authorities, who said the device was intended for use in a violent attack, put the man in the custody of France's domestic intelligence agency, not the police. The incident took place the day before President Biden arrived in Paris to attend celebrations for D-Day's 80th anniversary.
The GRU's goal is to intimidate, disorient and distract a Western alliance already grappling with domestic divisions and disintegrating political consensus across its borders. Secretary of State Antony Blinken warned of a Kremlin campaign that he said involved not just cyberattacks but "setting fire and sabotaging supply warehouses" and "disregarding sea borders and demarcations in the Baltics."
About one-third of the of the countries in the 27-member European Union are now led by governments controlled or shared by extreme-right parties. Not all are friendly to the Kremlin, but some are. Not all would be content to see Ukraine abandoned by the West and parceled out in pieces to Russia, but some would be.
Meanwhile, the battlefield momentum Moscow enjoyed briefly in Ukraine -- thanks largely to the Republican-led House of Representatives' delay in approving a new arms package for Kyiv -- has stalled. But to Putin that is of secondary importance. What he cares about is sustaining the violence, turbocharging Russia's overheating economy increasingly dependent on military spending and biding his time until a second Trump presidency. And then: Oops, there goes any prospect of further U.S. aid, along with, sooner or later, Kyiv's capacity to repel Moscow's meat-grinder assaults.
That sound you hear is Putin chortling.
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Trump is out for revenge
Some in the media are taking his threats seriously for a change.
By Jennifer Rubin | 2024-06-12

Former president Donald Trump arrives at a Manhattan criminal court ahead of jury selection in his New York trial on April 15. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


You're reading Jennifer Rubin's subscriber-only newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox. 
This week I take some questions, point to an example of solid journalism and share an excerpt from a key legal opinion.
A reader asks: Former president Donald Trump does not show remorse for the crimes for which he has been convicted. My understanding has been that a primary factor in sentencing is the degree of remorse (or, in this case, complete absence and denial). Why is that not mentioned more?
Answer: It is certainly one factor, although defendants pursuing an appeal, as former judge Nancy Gertner recently pointed out in the New York Times, are not expected to sabotage their chances for a new trial by confessing and expressing remorse. That said, Trump's contempt for the legal system, his ongoing threats and smears, and his record of inciting a mob to violence (on Jan. 6, 2021) all weigh in favor of some jail time.
A reader asks: We know there are Republicans disenchanted by Trump who may not wish to vote for him in November. However, what alternative do they have? Surely most would avoid voting for President Biden. But if they want to vote their conservative values, Trump is the only apparent choice. What can well-meaning, anti-Trump conservatives do with their votes? Is not voting at all their only choice?
Answer: Trump is no conservative. He holds views utterly contrary to conservative philosophy: arguing he can suspend the Constitution, itching to reward Vladimir Putin's aggression and vowing to lock up opponents. If they love the Constitution and the rule of law, these Republicans have only one choice: President Biden.
A reader asks: Can't U.S. libel and slander laws be made forceful enough to punish those who falsely defame judges? Freedom of speech doesn't mean freedom to say anything, especially if patently false.
Answer: The problem is not the law. Judges do not want to sacrifice their own impartiality by suing a party or former party. They have other means of holding parties and lawyers accountable, including use of contempt and taking defendants' threats and smears into consideration when it comes to sentencing.
A reader asks: I thought Republicans supported anyone/everyone who wants a gun to have one: alcoholics, dementia patients, people who have restraining orders against them, people who have suicidal thoughts, people who make threats to elected leaders, etc. If that is the case, why is Hunter Biden being excoriated in court for what seems like a personal tragedy? He wanted to buy a gun, and he thought his addiction was under control. Sheesh.
Answer: Moreover, given that such gun cases are virtually never prosecuted, here is a real case of selective prosecution! Do not expect anything but hypocrisy all the way down the line from the MAGA crowd.
A reader asks: What are your views regarding the likelihood of the military [assisting] Trump in his dictatorial rule? This is a serious question.
Answer: It is a serious issue. The military is imbued with deep respect for civilian leadership. That means it would likely follow ill-advised, misguided and outright foolish direction (e.g., removing troops from Europe). But it is also deeply steeped in reverence for democracy and the Constitution. For example, I do not think military leaders would follow orders to fire on fellow Americans. That we are even discussing this -- and banking on the military to stop Trump, if need be -- tells us he should not get anywhere near the Oval Office.
A reader asks: Why doesn't the Biden campaign run ads of Republicans, including Mitch McConnell and Lindsey  Graham, denouncing Trump on Jan. 6? How about ads of Trump's unhinged speeches (with subtitles)? Or of Republicans such as William P. Barr declaring no indication of widespread fraud in 2020? And, most importantly, 24/7 ads about Trump and overturning Roe v. Wade? Can they run these type of ads nonstop on Fox News?
Answer: The campaign is doing many of those things already and will do more. Keep in mind that many people are tuned out. Many watch very little TV, and Fox News viewers may not be the target audience. Much better to run ads during sporting events and popular daytime TV (e.g., "The View").
A reader asks: Wouldn't it be appropriate for Hillary Clinton to attend [Trump's] sentencing hearing and give a victim's statement on behalf of herself and the American voters? I've heard legal pundits say that this crime has no tangible victims, and therefore it would be difficult to impose a maximum sentence. Isn't the American electorate the victim who was deprived of the information needed to make an informed decision in 2016?
Answer: The last thing we need is to make this about Hillary Clinton. It wouldn't influence Justice Juan Merchan, but it would give credence to the lie that the trial is all about Democrats persecuting the MAGA leader.
There could be no bigger contrast between presidential candidates with regard to the rule of law. Biden has not interfered with the Justice Department's prosecution of his son. He has also avoided making accusations of selective prosecution and vowed not to pardon his son. Trump, meanwhile, threatened retribution for those who have investigated him (including locking up members of the House Jan. 6 select committee) and smeared the judge and jury in his New York trial. It's impossible to ignore that we have one candidate who fulfills his oath and one who has shown he is entirely incapable of upholding his.
This headline from the New York Times got it right: "Trump's Vows to Prosecute Rivals Put Rule of Law on the Ballot." Its subhead was equally insightful: "Donald Trump's promise to seek retribution challenges long-established norms. The election could hinge in part on what kind of justice system the country believes it has now and wants in the future."
There are several things worth emphasis here: First, since many readers don't go beyond the headline, it got the essential message right there. Second, the report took Trump literally and seriously, putting his threats in the context of our judicial system and democracy as a whole. The report did not treat it as a "clever strategy," nor did it speculate as to whether it would "work." Third, the piece quoted several legal experts, including a libertarian and a pro-Trump conservative to explain why personalized and politicized prosecution is dangerous. And, finally, the reporters did not feel compelled to give voice to MAGA voices' false accusation that Biden had concocted the New York criminal trial. Kudos are in order for "explaining the stakes" and conveying Trump's unprecedented campaign of vengeance.
District Judge Aileen M. Cannon, in another stunt to delay the Espionage Act trial against Trump, not only entertained a frivolous motion challenging the constitutionality of special counsel Jack Smith's appointment but also invited three groups of amici curiae (or "friends of the court") to file briefs and participate in oral arguments about the motion, a virtually unheard-of practice.
Fortunately, constitutional scholar Matthew Seligman, on behalf of an esteemed group of former prosecutors, lawyers and scholars, filed one such brief opposing the absurd Trump motion. Seligman obliterates the argument challenging the special counsel:
Seligman might as well have added that Cannon's decision to entertain such an absurd motion -- let alone invite outside attorneys to conduct what amounts to a debate -- is further evidence she shouldn't be on the case, a view shared by attorneys of all stripes, including Ty Cobb, who represented Trump during the Robert S. Mueller III investigation.
Evidence grows with each of Cannon's delays and laborious briefing exercises that she is either deliberately aiding Trump, incompetent or so anxious about trying the case that she has resorted to stalling (perhaps some combination of all of these). At some point, Smith should move to recuse Cannon, who blemishes the bench with each inane ruling.
Next week I'll have my online chat, so please submit your questions. Questions submitted after next Wednesday will go to my next mailbag newsletter.
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A transgender man was in mental distress. Police wound up killing him.
The parents of Jasper Aaron Lynch, shot by a Fairfax County officer in 2022, recall his years of emotional turmoil and fatal encounter with police.
By Tom Jackman | 2024-06-13

Kathy, Patrick and Tory Lynch pose for a portrait holding a photo of their son and twin brother, Aaron, at their home in McLean, Va. Aaron was shot and killed by a Fairfax County police officer on July 7, 2022. (Moriah Ratner for The Washington Post)


When they were 3 years old, the Lynch twins were playing with their nanny on rocks in Great Falls Park, near McLean, Va., when one of them suddenly declared, "I'm a boy!" The nanny laughed it off. But his family says the child, who had been assigned female at birth, was offering an early hint that those around him didn't perceive his true identity.
This struggle would continue into early adulthood, when he began telling people that he was transitioning. He took the name Jasper Aaron Lynch, or Aaron, as he liked to be called.
Friends, loved ones, teachers and neighbors said Aaron was an exceptionally smart youth, capable of using logic to outargue almost anyone. He was widely read in philosophy, theology and spirituality. He wrote poetry, was a straight-A student and made friends easily, his family said.
But people not recognizing his gender brought on bouts of extreme sadness, his family said. He was diagnosed with dissociative identity disorder, a condition often brought on by trauma that can cause a person to feel disconnected from their sense of self, a feeling that their external presence is not them, experts say. He regularly saw a therapist and participated in mental health programs.
Then, on the evening of July 7, 2022, his family said, Aaron, 26, experienced a psychotic episode -- which they think was the culmination of his years of mental health struggles -- and was fatally shot by a Fairfax County officer who had been called to help.
"When you're misgendered," his mother, Kathy Lynch, said in April in the family's first interview since the shooting, "it becomes a daily trauma of not being seen."
When Fairfax police officers arrived at the family home that night, Aaron, 5-foot-5 and about 140 pounds, ran toward them inside the house, wielding a wine bottle "like a hatchet," according to an investigative report released in April by the Fairfax County commonwealth's attorney. The report says that one officer tackled Aaron while another fired four shots at him. When Aaron got off the floor, the officer fired a shot point blank into his neck, killing him, police body-camera footage shows.

Video shows a Fairfax County police officer shooting and killing Jasper Aaron Lynch, 26, on July 7, 2022. Lynch was experiencing a mental-health crisis.


In releasing an account of the shooting nearly two years after it occurred, Commonwealth's Attorney Steve T. Descano said his office had determined that the deadly force was justified. Fairfax police are returning the officer to duty. The department said it has given all officers additional training on handling calls for help involving mentally unstable people and has improved the availability of mental health clinicians to assist with such calls.
Descano's office declined to comment on the shooting beyond the investigative report.
The sudden loss of Aaron devastated his parents. Kathy Lynch and her husband, Patrick, a retired energy and finance lawyer, filed a lawsuit Wednesday against the police over their son's death.
"I know he's sitting here, like, 'Mom, do something,' and I don't know what to do," Kathy said. "The only thing we have is a lawsuit. But what else?"
"If we can wave a magic wand," her husband said, it would be to have mental health clinicians available to help police around-the-clock. "To know that somebody in our situation ... can get somebody qualified," Patrick said. "If somebody said, 'You can get that,' that's all I want."
"So other families don't have to face this," Kathy said.
Fairfax police said they have improved their mental health training and staffing since the shooting. The entire department has now been trained in a program called Integrating Communications, Assessment, and Tactics, or ICAT, which teaches officers how to deal with volatile situations in which a person in crisis does not have a gun, Capt. Joanna Culkin said.
About one-third of the department had such training as of March 2023, according to an independent report. In addition, 44 percent of officers have received crisis-intervention training, which provides more in-depth guidance on handling people who are experiencing mental health problems, Culkin said.
Also, Fairfax police now have eight officers on call around-the-clock, one of whom is supposed to join a mental health clinician from the county's Community Services Board as a "co-responder" team for emergency calls. No clinician was available when the Lynches made the second of two 911 calls on the night their son was shot, and none of the three officers involved in the incident had received ICAT training, according to a report by the Police Executive Research Forum, a policing think tank.
Fairfax responded to 14,653 calls for mental health service in 2023, according to police statistics, but the department did not track how many of those had a clinician accompanying officers.
Aaron and his fraternal twin sister were born in March 1996. Their older brother, Will, had been born nearly three years earlier. Aaron wore boys' clothes, short hair and baseball caps and dressed as Batman for Halloween, his mother said.
His parents didn't know about his exchange with the nanny when he was 3, but he later told his mother that he remembered "tremendous shame and anger because he was laughed at." The nanny told Aaron he was being silly, but the moment stuck with him, and Kathy said that Aaron later thought he "slowly just started to dissociate" from his male identity.
Aaron graduated from the Potomac School in McLean and went to Wesleyan University in Connecticut, experimenting with drugs and struggling in school, which stunned his parents, Kathy said. He took a year's leave, then transferred to Smith College, enrolling in a gender studies class and meeting other transgender and nonbinary students.

Patrick Lynch, left, with Kathy Lynch and their son Aaron Lynch in an undated family photograph. (Family photo)


His family supported Aaron and found him a therapist who was familiar with transgender issues. At age 20, his parents said, he began transitioning by having top surgery, which involves removing breast tissue and creating a masculine or nonbinary appearance to the chest. But he remained unhappy at home and eventually moved to Boston, where his brother lived. There, he began a relationship with a woman that, his parents said, ended after several months.
"He felt connected," Kathy said of that relationship, "and, for the first time in his life, seen for all that he was."
In spring 2022, Aaron moved back in with his parents and attended college remotely. Patrick had recently retired, and in July that year, he and Kathy planned to drive to Colorado for a vacation. While they were traveling, they learned that Aaron's former romantic partner in Boston had died, and they offered to come home. "I do not want you to turn around," his mother recalled him saying. "I'm fine. I'm grieving."
"He was adamant," she said.
On the morning of July 7, with his parents away, Aaron didn't show up for his therapy session. The therapist, who was very concerned, notified the Lynches. Aaron's twin sister, Tory Lynch, who lives in New York, said she texted Aaron, and "I got some type of nonsensical text. I was like, this is bad." She booked an Acela train ticket to D.C. with her boyfriend and then spoke with Aaron by phone.
"It was like he was kind of aware that he was losing his mind," she said. "You could see the decline basically as the day went on."
Tory asked a friend to go check on Aaron. Patrick and Kathy, in the Rocky Mountains by then, decided to head home. Tory's friend arrived at the Lynches' home in McLean, and when Aaron slammed a phone charger into the ground, the friend called 911.
Kathy was also on the phone -- it was the first time, she said, she had to involve authorities over Aaron's mental health. She said she told a Fairfax 911 call-taker: "I can't have just regular police officers. I need people who really understand mental health. I think what's happening to my son is he's having a mental breakdown, like a psychotic break." She recalled, "He's asking for help, and I just said he's never been like this before."
Transgender people are more than twice as likely as the population at large to have experienced serious mental health struggles such as depression, according to a Washington Post-KFF poll conducted in 2022. Medical providers say this is likely a product of the social stigma.
Around 7:25 p.m., three officers and a mental health clinician arrived at the home, in the 6900 block of Arbor Lane, but Aaron had vanished. The Lynches gave police permission to enter the house, but officers couldn't find him inside or in the neighborhood, which was searched by Officer Edward K. George, then a 10-year member of the force. The police and clinician eventually left.

Aaron's twin sister, Tory, holds a photo of herself, left, and Aaron at their childhood home in McLean. (Moriah Ratner for The Washington Post)


About 8:30 p.m., Tory and her boyfriend arrived at Arbor Lane. By then, she said, Aaron had taken framed artworks from upstairs and thrown them to the downstairs foyer. Her brother was asking about people from high school, and "he just seemed completely gone. And I backed out the door. ... And as I'm leaving out the door, Aaron calls out to me, and I turn around. And the last words he ever said to me were, 'Call 911.' And I said, 'That's what we're going to do.'"
Tory said her brother seemed scared, and "I think back to when we were in preschool and you're just told, 'When you're in danger, call 911.'"
From the family RV in Colorado, Kathy reached the clinician who had visited the house earlier that evening and declined to return. She said the clinician told her that officers trained in crisis intervention would be dispatched.
Officers Nicholas J. Kirsch and Kyoung S. Pak, along with Officer George, were sent to the Lynches' home, and they met with Tory outside. The three officers discussed possibly taking Aaron into custody and having him committed to a mental health facility. Tory agreed, saying she hoped her brother would voluntarily go with them.

The foyer of the home of Patrick and Kathy Lynch, where officers encountered Aaron on the evening he was killed. (Moriah Ratner for The Washington Post)


The officers entered the darkened foyer shortly before 9 p.m., and almost immediately, Aaron appeared, holding a decorative wooden mask and a wine bottle, police body-camera footage shows. The officers didn't approach Aaron but called out to him. "Are my parents here?" Aaron asked. The officers told Aaron that he wasn't in trouble and reminded him that he had asked for 911 to be called, the video footage shows.
Pacing back and forth, Aaron slammed the mask on a table, causing two of the officers to unholster their Tasers. The officers repeatedly told Aaron to put the mask down, but instead, he hurled it at them. Pak fired his Taser at Aaron, but it either didn't completely strike him or had no effect, the body-camera video shows.
Next, Aaron raised the wine bottle and started to make a chopping motion, the video shows. Then he ran toward the front door, where Kirsch was standing. Kirsch fired his Taser, but Aaron kept coming.
"He came running straight toward the front door," Kirsch told a supervisor minutes later, according to his body-camera footage, "at which point I lowered my shoulder into him and tackled him to the ground." In his report, Descano, the commonwealth's attorney, said that repeated viewing of the incident revealed that Aaron dropped the bottle before making contact with Kirsch, but in the darkness, the officers couldn't see that.
George, standing to the side of Kirsch, told investigators that he thought Aaron posed a danger to his fellow officer, so he fired four shots as Aaron neared Kirsch. George had left his Taser in his cruiser, a police auditor report stated. When Aaron started to stand up and move toward the door, the video shows, George shot him in the neck at close range.

Remnants of evidence where police shot and killed Aaron in the foyer of the Lynches' home. (Moriah Ratner for The Washington Post)


The auditor's report said George's failure to have his Taser on him "was identified as a clear policy violation" by the internal affairs unit, but the auditor did not say what, if any, discipline George received for that. Fairfax police declined to make George, Kirsch or Pak available for comment, and the department did not have further comment on the shooting. The head of the Fairfax chapter of the Southern States Police Benevolent Association, a union that represents Fairfax officers, did not return a call seeking comment.
Descano described the collision with Kirsch as "a struggle" and said it was "not unreasonable" for George to think that Aaron still held the wine bottle and could have bludgeoned Kirsch with it, or broken the bottle and stabbed Kirsch. "I conclude that Officer George acted in an objectively reasonable manner," Descano wrote in April.
The Lynches said that they met with Descano in December 2022 and that the prosecutor told them he would review the case closely. Then, the couple said, they didn't hear from him again until April, when he called to say he would be clearing George of any criminal liability. The Lynches said Descano told them he had hired an outside use-of-force expert to review the case, which delayed his ruling for 21 months.
At a memorial service, mourners recalled Aaron's sense of humor and brilliant intellect.
"Aaron taught me much more than any therapy books ever have," his therapist, Cara Segal, said. "Aaron taught me that if we are not telling the truth -- the deepest and hardest layers of our own personal truth -- then what version of oneself is being loved, anyway?"
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With extreme heat set to roar in, we declare spring over in the D.C. area
We're likely to begin a prolonged stretch of 90-degree weather next week.
By Ian Livingston | 2024-06-13

High temperature forecast for next Wednesday from the Weather Service. (Pivotal Weather)


So far, it has been a relatively pleasant warm season in Washington. Despite above-average temperatures, only one day has reached 90 degrees.
But spring weather is out and summer weather is charging in. We declare spring over and summer here.
Highs near or above 90 are expected through Friday. Next week, we need to brace for a lengthy spell of punishing heat with highs in the 90s that could threaten records as soon as Monday. It will get hotter as the week wears on, with highs in the upper 90s or low 100s not out of the question during the second half.

Weather Service HeatRisk daily outlooks over the next week. By early week, major Level 3 of 4 HeatRisk is forecast in the area. (Capital Weather Gang)


If some of the more aggressive model forecasts are accurate, it could be the hottest week in at least eight years.
The heat will mark the onset of true summer conditions in the region and a sudden change from a comfortably warm spring. Despite a lot of rainy weekends, the weather was frequently favorable for outdoor fun as the landscape burst to life.
Thursday's highs could clip 90 in the area, although some spots may only top out in the upper 80s; that's still above the norm of 85.
Friday is more of a sure thing to reach at least 90, and some spots could hit 95, the hottest so far this year.

High temperature forecast each day for the next week from the Weather Service. (Capital Weather Gang) 


A cool front coming in late Friday will bring some weekend relief. Humidity levels will drop and highs both days are probably in the mid- to upper 80s. Instead of rain so common in recent weekends, sunshine will rule.
By Monday, afternoon highs rebound into the low or even mid-90s with a smattering of record highs possible.
Tuesday and Wednesday appear to be headed for the mid-90s, bringing the chance of more records.
The worst of the heat will probably arrive late next workweek and continue into the weekend and even beyond. That's when highs could reach at least the mid- to upper 90s.
And while humidity levels may start off modest, they will rise as next week progresses. By later next week, a wide swath of the area may see heat indexes -- a measure of how hot it feels factoring in the humidity -- of at least 105 degrees. That will probably trigger heat advisories or even excessive heat warnings if heat indexes flirt with 110.

Heat index forecast for early afternoon next Thursday from the European weather model. (weatherbell.com) 


So far this year, we've actually seen a below average number of hot days. We've posted only one 90-degree day so far, three below the norm. Not since 2005 has there been only one as of this date.
But we're expecting to make up for lost time. We could easily pick up 10 or more in the back half of this month, which ranks among the top-five most.

High temperatures at or above 90 as forecast by the GFS weather model through the next 16 days. (Capital Weather Gang)


We're also likely to begin racking up the count of 95-degree days. On average, we don't post our first 95 until June 19, but have a strong chance to do so next week, if not Friday this week. The European modeling system projects highs could reach at least 95 every day between June 20 and 27. A streak that long would be significant historically, ranking among the top 10.
Even nonconsecutively, the record for the most 95-degree days in June is just seven, set in 2010 and 1991.
It's not out of the question highs reach 100 some time during the second half of next week for the first time in any month since 2016 and the first time in June since 2012. It reached 100-plus at least once in June 2010, 2011 and 2012.
We consider the start of summer in Washington when the forecast calls for most days to reach at least the 80s.
Like our declaration for the end of winter this year, we may have been somewhat tardy in our call for spring's closing. To our credit, there have been no 90s since a record high in early May and Tuesday's high was only 76.

The May weather pattern kept high heat shunted south for most of the month. (NOAA ESRL, annotated by author) 


This year's declaration of the end of spring ties for the latest we've made this call over the past decade. On average, we've done so around late May.
By this time next week, it should be increasingly apparent that a long spring does not foreshadow a tame summer.
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Virginia Senate to meet before House on soaring military tuition costs
Virginia Senate will return to Richmond ahead of the House to push its fix for skyrocketing military tuition program.
By Laura Vozzella | 2024-06-13

The Virginia Capitol in Richmond. (Steve Helber/AP)


RICHMOND -- The Virginia Senate will return to Richmond next week -- 10 days ahead of the House -- to consider easing new restrictions on a skyrocketing college tuition program that have military families in an uproar.
The Senate will reconvene Tuesday, when Democrats who lead the chamber aim to tweak some of the restrictions -- approved in a bipartisan budget vote and signed into law by Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R) -- as a temporary fix until the General Assembly can fully study and consider the matter early next year.
That's a slightly different goal than in the House, where Speaker Don L. Scott Jr. (D-Portsmouth) is seeking to fully lift the restrictions on the Virginia Military Survivors and Dependents Education Program (VMSDEP) until next year. Scott announced last week that his chamber would reconvene June 28, but Senate leaders said then that they might return on a different day.
Senate Democratic leaders will announce Thursday that their chamber will meet Tuesday -- the day of the Virginia primary -- setting up an unusual out-of-synch session that hints at strife between House and Senate Democrats and could give the Senate the upper hand in the policy battle.
Under rules adopted this year, any bills considered during the legislature's ongoing special session cannot be amended. By meeting first, the Senate intends to have its bill adopted and awaiting an up-or-down vote from the House when that chamber gavels in. The House could refuse to docket the Senate bill and move ahead with its own, possibly pressuring the Senate to come back again to act on it.
But that risks leaving a high-profile veterans issue unresolved in an election year, ripe for Republicans to exploit heading into November, with a few competitive congressional races and the presidential contest on the ballot.
The Senate is reconvening "to address technical concerns, including the unintended consequences related to recent changes to the Virginia Military Survivors and Dependents Education Program (VMSDEP)," the chamber's Democratic leaders said in a joint news release. "Our actions reaffirm Virginia's support of our military and law enforcement families whose loved ones have made the ultimate sacrifice for our community."
"We look forward to working with Governor Youngkin and the House of Delegates to examine modifications to the VMSDEP program to ensure its long-term viability," Senate Majority Leader Scott A. Surovell (D-Fairfax) said in the release.
"After my personal experience with massive resistance, I have dedicated my entire legislative career to ensure that everyone can access educational opportunities and reach their full potential. Our budget reflects this belief and the proposed changes reinforce my support for all students," Sen. L. Louise Lucas (D-Portsmouth), chairwoman of the Senate Finance and Appropriations committee, said in the release.
The state budget -- passed the General Assembly on a bipartisan vote May 13 and which Youngkin immediately signed into law -- contained language aimed at cutting back a program that waives tuition and fees at public colleges and universities for the spouses and children of veterans who were disabled or killed in the line of duty.
Created in 1930 to aid the families of World War I veterans, the program was expanded repeatedly over the years, including making it available to out-of-state residents and graduate students. One of the most significant expansions came in 2019, when the assistance to was made available to the relatives of service members who were deemed disabled from their service; previously, it was offered only to relatives of "combat-disabled" veterans.
The cost of the tuition waivers ballooned from about $12 million in 2019 to more than $65 million last year -- 445 percent growth, according to an analysis by House Appropriations Committee staff members.
With state education officials warning that the program was unsustainable, legislators and Youngkin agreed to new restrictions tucked in the two-year budget. They require participants to tap other forms of federal aid, such as Pell Grants and FAFSA aid, before accessing the state program, and it limits eligibility to Virginia residents.
While some lawmakers raised concerns about the change during budget debate and Youngkin noted the issue as one that would need to be revisited, all sides initially said the matter could wait for next year's legislative session. Youngkin announced May 15 that he was forming a task force to review the issue and "recommend changes to the General Assembly ahead of next year's enrollment deadline."
Budget officials noted that the new law grandfathers in current participants and anyone who applied before May 15 of this year, as well as provides $20 million to colleges and universities to offset waiver costs.
But military families pushed back fiercely, and after House Minority Leader Todd Gilbert (R-Shenandoah) tired to make some political hay over the issue in a news release noting the 80th anniversary of D-Day, Scott announced that the House would come back into session. His goal was to put all the changes on hold until next year.
Senate leaders announcing their chamber's return -- Surovell, Lucas and Democratic Caucus Chairwoman Mamie E. Locke (D-Hampton) -- laid out more limited tweaks.
They plan to advance a bill that will clarify that all students enrolled in classes this fall are grandfathered into the existing program. It would specify that new restrictions would not apply to the families of veterans killed in the line of duty or disabled in combat, but they would apply in cases of noncombat disabilities.
It also would require the State Council of Higher Education for Virginia to issue official guidance by Aug. 1 and require the Joint Legislative and Audit Review Commission to review the program ahead of the 2025 General Assembly session.
"Democrats honor our veterans by ensuring they receive needed support and resources," Locke said in the release. "As the Education Subcommittee Chair for the Senate Finance and Appropriations Committee, I am committed to ensuring higher education is affordable for all students."
This is a developing story. It will be updated.
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Loudoun superintendent not backing elementary school resource officers
The Loudoun County schools superintendent says the district isn't recommending placing school resource officers in its 62 elementary campuses but may consider other security measures.
By Karina Elwood | 2024-06-13

Students arrive for their first day of school at Potowmack Elementary School in Loudoun County, Va. (Pete Marovich for The Washington Post) 


The Loudoun County schools superintendent says the district isn't recommending placing school resource officers in its 62 elementary campuses but may consider other security measures.
Superintendent Aaron Spence said that while he is highly supportive of the existing SRO program, he does not think adding officers to elementary schools is beneficial. The decision -- which was in a plan Spence presented to the school board at a retreat this week -- came from discussions with a number of community and advisory groups, as well as with some school board members and Spence's experiences in other school districts.
"It's a conversation around time and resource," Spence said. "It is not an unusual position to wonder whether or not SROs are needed in our elementary schools."
Loudoun Sheriff Mike Chapman (R), who has pushed for the district to add school resource officers to elementaries, renewed the call last month in response to recommendations from a Blue Ribbon Panel on school safety.
Among the panel's 11 recommendations was one that suggested adding security personnel to elementary schools. Chapman said at the time that this was an opportunity to expand the SRO program to the lower grades.
On Wednesday, Chapman said in an interview that he was disappointed by the school district's decision and wanted to see more school board discussion on the topic. He said unarmed security guards will not bring the same the benefits and protections that an SRO would.
"SROs are not simply a uniform presence at schools but are highly trained professionals who provide significantly more than basic safety," Chapman said in an email to Spence on Monday. "They are at the core of community policing because they are embedded with the highest concentration of people on any given school day -- and where the consequences of an act of violence are the greatest."
Schools have long deployed law enforcement personnel in their buildings. According to data from the U.S. Education Department, 49 percent of schools reported hosting school resource officers in their buildings at least once a week in the 2019-20 school year. In 2021-22, it fell to 44 percent.
About 18 percent of elementary schools around the country had at least one full-time resource officer on campus in 2021-22, compared with 45 percent of middle schools and 52 percent of high schools. That was up from about 14 percent of elementary schools in 2017-18.
The Blue Ribbon Panel that made the initial safety recommendations met from early December to the beginning of May to assess the district's safety protocols. The panel found that the district is "a state and national leader" for school security but offered recommendations for continued improvement, including increasing security personnel at after-school events, improving the WiFi connection in school buildings and creating an alternative site with increased security for high-risk students.
This week, Spence emphasized that he is committed to school safety and security. He said he's very supportive of the current partnership with the Loudoun sheriff's office, and he said school doors are always open for other opportunities for deputies to mentor and connect with students.
Spence said further discussion on how the district might boost security at elementary schools will probably come back before the school board in the fall.
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D.C. man charged in day-care attack was released -- then arrested again
His case sparked calls to change mental health crisis care in the District -- and focused attention on transparency in criminal justice proceedings.
By Peter Hermann | 2024-06-13

A stroller sits in front of a day-care center on Florida Avenue NW last year in Washington. (Astrid Riecken for The Washington Post) 


For months, staff members at Petit Scholars day care worried that Russell Fred Dunkley III, arrested in October and charged with beating two of their teachers in front of toddlers on a stroll in D.C.'s Bloomingdale neighborhood, would be freed ahead of his trial.
He had been arrested before and released before, never getting the psychiatric care he needed, according to his sister, who last year detailed how Dunkley's schizophrenia had transformed a productive young man into an unsheltered and sometimes unwelcome fixture in the Northwest Washington community where they were raised.
Despite her efforts to help, she said then, Dunkley kept falling through the cracks of the city's mental health system, charged with harassing and assaulting people and engaging in lewd acts without amassing a single conviction. Charged only with misdemeanors, he was again released last month in a familiar pattern -- from handcuffs to treatment at a city-run or contracted mental health facility to release. This time, police say, he returned to the old neighborhood where he had been accused of the assault.
When a dog-walker spotted him in late May near the day care on Florida Avenue NW, everyone went "back in panic mode," said La Shada Ham-Campbell, the founder Petit Scholars. Police picked up Dunkley on charges of violating an order to stay away from the area, but he was quickly ushered back into the same system that had just released him in a process partially shielded from public view.
His previous case drew scrutiny for how it illuminated the city's struggle to handle a man with mental illness alleged to be repeatedly committing crimes, ultimately informing a proposal to change public mental health crisis care from a D.C. Council member. Some residents and others involved in the system say his latest arrest demonstrates how much work is still needed.
Dunkley could not be held pending trial because of the low level of the charges against him in the Oct. 23 attack, in which police allege he became enraged after a teacher would not give him money. Court records say he bloodied a teacher's nose, hit another teacher in the head, exposed himself and committed a lewd act in front of two dozen toddlers who had paused their daily walk to sit on a small stone wall, sip water and sing songs. It all came as a city reeled from spikes in shootings, carjackings and robberies, and this case seemed to cross another threshold of violent acts that city residents were forced to endure.
His lawyer did not return an interview request. Neither did his sister, who at first struggled to gain access to information about Dunkley's care before securing legal guardianship. For Ham-Campbell, who relied on a council member to keep apprised about Dunkley's status as his case moved forward, his release and rearrest showed her the system has failed the people it is supposed to help and residents it is supposed to protect.
While she said Dunkley should be entitled to some privacy, she praised efforts to effect systems-level change, such as a bill from D.C. Council member Christina Henderson (I-At Large) to lengthen the time a person in a mental health crisis can be involuntarily held for emergency observation from seven to 15 days, to provide health workers more time to complete an evaluation.
"This is one individual in one neighborhood," Ham-Campbell said. "Unfortunately, there are probably Dunkleys in a lot of neighborhoods. What do we do with them? That is the question."
Simon Fuerstenberg, the executive director of the D.C.-based Consumer Advocate Network, which advocates for people with mental health issues, said striking a balance between patient rights and public safety can be difficult. He said the Department of Behavioral Health's goal "should be preparing [patients] to be released," with the help they need to remain free of confinement, but also not a threat to the citizenry.
"Ultimately, the system is underserving the people who need it the most," Fuerstenberg said, adding that the system needs more staff, more transparency and more oversight.
In a statement, the Department of Behavioral Health said assistance is given "in the least restrictive environment." The officials said agency psychiatrists can recommend to judges that a person be treated at Saint Elizabeths Hospital, and if discharged, continue treatment though "high intensity services, supportive housing, and regular assessments to support the resident's sustained recovery and the well-being of the entire community."
Court records show that authorities held Dunkley for mental health observation for months after his Oct. 23 arrest, with periodic civil commitment hearings -- one of which a reporter for The Washington Post attempted to observe on April 25.
The hearing was held under the auspices of the Commission on Mental Health, psychiatrists appointed by the chief judge, and chaired by a judge, tasked with determining treatment options for psychiatric patients under court-ordered care. Magistrate Judge Janet E. Albert of D.C. Superior Court oversaw the hearing, which included two psychiatrists.
Dunkley was represented by an attorney from the Public Defender Service. His sister was also present. A lawyer for the D.C. Office of the Attorney General represented the Department of Behavioral Health. Both attorneys objected to a reporter being present and requested the hearing be closed to the public.
Michael Vlcek of the attorney general's office argued that "we are providing information regarding the discharge that is confidential." He said he was concerned the public may learn the date for Dunkley's discharge, and where he might be living, which could lead to problems for him because of the publicity generated by the case.
Albert ordered the hearing closed, and its outcome was not revealed until a May 3 entry in Dunkley's criminal case noting his pending release on May 6. It's not clear what Dunkley's treatment plan was upon his discharge from Saint Elizabeths, or how the decision to release him was reached. Court records only indicate he was put into outpatient care.
Authorities said he could not be jailed while awaiting trial following his release from the hospital, because none of his charges reached a felony threshold. A spokeswoman for the U.S. attorney's office declined to comment, citing a policy of not discussing charging decisions. Prosecutors wrote in a court document that they would seek detention for Dunkley "if the government develops evidence sufficient to charge a violent or dangerous crime" specified by D.C. law.
Court papers show that prosecutors asked a judge last year to impose several restrictions in the event of his release -- including barring Dunkley from a roughly 24-square-block area of Bloomingdale, placing him under pretrial supervision and assigning him a GPS tracking device.
The conditions were "necessary to reasonably assure the safety of the community if the defendant is released," wrote Assistant U.S. Attorney Dana M. Joseph, who noted that the random and repeated nature of the alleged offenses "are easily on the most serious end of the spectrum of misdemeanor-level conduct."
A judge granted the stay-away order and the supervision, but not the GPS device.
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D.C.-area forecast: Heat builds into Friday before storms usher in nice weekend
Next week looks brutally hot.
By David Streit | 2024-06-13

Sun rising on Wednesday viewed from the fountain at the WW II Memorial in the District. (Jeannie in D.C.)


A somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a scale of 0 to 10.
6/10: Temperatures and humidity rise but we can endure, for summer will come up with worse to be sure.
Summer is on the menu for the next two days with many areas chalking up highs of at least 90. A cool front pushes across the area tomorrow evening that sets off storms and serves up a seasonably warm and dry weekend. Unfortunately, it will start to feel like someone left the oven door open by early next week.
Today (Thursday): Sunshine starts the day but with steady warming, clouds pop up. Most are just a source of brief shade but, by late day, a few isolated showers are possible. Winds are light from the south but enough to push humidity up (dew points in the mid-60s). Highs top out in the mid-80s to near 90. Confidence: Medium-High
Tonight: Any showers that do manage to pop up quickly dissipate at sunset and the night is mostly clear. Winds are minimal from the south. Lows drop to the mid-60s to lower 70s. Confidence: Medium-High
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram for the latest weather updates. Keep reading for the forecast through the weekend...
Tomorrow (Friday): With the sun now nearing its highest angle, clear skies allow readings to jump with highs in the upper 80s to lower 90s. Humidity remains moderate. Clouds begin to bubble up in the afternoon as a cool front approaches from the northwest. Showers and storms are likely to form along the front and cross the area by late afternoon. A few storms could be severe with damaging winds the main threat. Otherwise, winds are minimal. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow night: Most showers and storms should quickly move off to the east in the evening. Winds shift to out of the northwest and start pushing drier air into the region. Lows range through the 60s. Confidence: Medium-High
Saturday and Sunday are mainly sunny with lower humidity (dew points return to the 50s) and minimal winds. Sounds like the perfect Father's Day gift to me! Highs are seasonable in the low-to-mid 80s and overnight lows mainly low-to-mid 60s. Confidence: Medium-High
Summer returns on Monday with rising humidity and highs climbing to the upper 80s to mid-90s. Not quite record worthy but definitely getting into uncomfortable territory. Confidence: Medium
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Police arrest climate protesters at Congressional Baseball Game
U.S. Capitol Police arrested eight climate demonstrators who jumped on the field at Nationals Park on Wednesday evening.
By Clarence Williams | 2024-06-13

Climate demonstrators were arrested June 12 after jumping on the field at Nationals Park during the Congressional Baseball Game.


U.S. Capitol Police arrested eight climate demonstrators who jumped on the field at Nationals Park on Wednesday during the Congressional Baseball Game.
No injuries were reported. The planned interruption, which the climate group Climate Defiance announced Tuesday on social media, ended quickly after demonstrators descended the fence along the left field line, according to video released by the advocacy group. Climate Defiance, which opposes fossil fuels, has disrupted meetings, speeches and events with Democratic leaders to bring attention to the climate crisis.
Authorities charged the demonstrators with interference with a member of the U.S. Capitol Police, officials said on X, formerly known as Twitter.
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Customers love this Georgetown bagel shop. Some neighbors want it closed.
The beloved Call Your Mother bagel shop is seeking to convince a D.C. zoning board it should be allowed to serve sandwiches.
By Ellie Silverman | 2024-06-13

There is a steady stream of business around lunch time at the bright pink Call Your Mother deli in the Georgetown neighborhood of D.C. (Michael S. Williamson/The Washington Post)


If the crowds scarfing bagels outside got to make the call, the self-described "Jew-ish" deli in a bright pink D.C. rowhome would have no trouble winning officials' blessing to keep selling sandwiches to the hungry masses.
But on the street in Georgetown where Call Your Mother sits amid million-plus-dollar rowhouses, some neighbors are not thrilled with strangers downing pastrami and candied salmon on their stoops, then leaving the trash behind. Citing decades-old zoning laws and a D.C. Appeals Court ruling, they want the business operating in a residential area to stop serving prepared food.
"Everybody loves the restaurant, right? And that's probably one of the detriments," said Paul Maysak, an advisory neighborhood commissioner, at a contentious hearing Wednesday before the Board of Zoning Adjustment hearing that will help determine Call Your Mother's fate. "They basically outsource the dining room to the sidewalk for the large part. So, I'd love to see it work. I wouldn't want it across the street from me."
Call Your Mother, an instant hit at area farmers markets, where their 400 bagels usually sold out in an hour, opened its first store in Park View in 2018. Since then, it has rapidly expanded across the region to 10 stores, half of which opened in the last four years, said Andrew Dana, the co-owner of the restaurant. Locals consider it a staple. Tourists seek out the shop for the food and snap Instagram-worthy photos with the bright pink backdrop. Even President Biden visited days after his inauguration. (Jeff Zients, who joined the Biden administration to coordinate the coronavirus response, is a former partner in the business)
But the Georgetown location at 35th and O Streets NW, which opened in 2020, has been a source of consternation. Sixteen residents upset about its operation, among them a law professor, tax lawyer and a dentist, took their complaints to court. More recently, the takeout shop with limited indoor seating deputized an employee to be on stoop patrol, in charge of asking customers to move.
The hearing Wednesday was meant to address the latest dispute in the lengthy legal and zoning board battle. To continue to sell sandwiches in the 1,188-square-foot rowhouse where it sits, the shop needs the zoning board to approve its application.
"Having to shoo people off our stoop every single time going in and out was more than annoying," said Caroline Emad, who, along with her husband, owns the house next to Call Your Mother. While the Emads do not live in the house full-time, they said they worry about their tenants. "It's fantastic to have them next to us. It's a thriving business. But I think they overgrew and the place is too small for them."
The shop has the support of some residents and an important ally: the city. Crystal Myers of the D.C. Office of Planning said during the hearing that the office is recommending the zoning board approve Call Your Mother's application for an exception, citing the building's long history of operating as a store. If the board disagrees, Dana said, the store could close, risking the jobs of the 20 to 25 people employed at the Georgetown location.
After about seven hours of discussion, Frederick L. Hill, the chairperson of the Board of Zoning Adjustment, suggested they reconvene for another hearing on Sept. 25. It was not clear when the zoning board would reach its decision.
"Mr. Dana, I think you had more hair when you started," Hill joked during his presentation.
"Maybe just a touch," said Dana, who is also the co-owner of the District's Timber Pizza along with his wife, Daniela Moreira. "And I have glasses now. It's been a tough four years, man."

Call Your Mother deli posted signs asking customers to enjoy their food, but not on private property. (Michael S. Williamson/The Washington Post)



Call Your Mother stands out with its vibrant colors. (Michael S. Williamson/The Washington Post)


The throngs of satisfied customers have done little to change some residents' minds. Melinda Roth, who lives nearby and was among the 16 people who took an earlier dispute over Call Your Mother to court, wrote in a PowerPoint presentation to the zoning board that the matter was "Not a Popularity Contest" and asked if it would be possible for a less "objectionable" tenant to move in to the corner location, floating the possibility of "some quiet sleepy business that isn't super successful."
"We all want them to continue to be successful, but as you'll hear, we want them to be successful in the right place," Roth said. "And not on a block in the middle of a residential neighborhood that is ill-equipped to handle the consequences of their great success."
The building that Call Your Mother is renting has a history of business use dating back to pre-Civil War times, according to Topher Mathews, an advisory neighborhood commissioner in the area. It began as a grocery store, which was replaced by a shop selling antiques and later, flowers. Even as zoning laws changed, the rotating shops were able to apply for exceptions and keep their doors open.
The antique shop, for example, was approved in the 1970s, changing the allowed use of the property from the previous grocery store to retail sales, Mathews wrote. But Call Your Mother doesn't do classic retail sales; it's a bagel shop. So before it opened in 2020, it successfully applied to the zoning board for an exception. And then, things went sideways.
A group of 16 neighbors disagreed with the zoning board's decision to allow Call Your Mother to operate and took their complaints all the way to the D.C. Court of Appeals, winning a partial victory in August 2022 when the court said the zoning board needed to authorize additional levels of approval for the store to sell prepared food. Dana said that again put him before the zoning board so he could keep selling bagel sandwiches.

Customers await their orders inside the Georgetown deli. (Michael S. Williamson/The Washington Post)


At least one competitor, too, says Call Your Mother isn't playing by the rules. Sean Flynn, a co-owner of Coffee Republic, just 80 feet from the bagel shop, wrote to the zoning board that since the deli's opening, his shop has seen a decline in customers and a significant revenue loss. At the same time, Flynn wrote, Call Your Mother customers have used Coffee Republic's tables and restrooms without buying anything.
"It's been an absolute nightmare," Flynn said at the meeting. "We just want to continually be able to impact the community in a positive way and serve the community. But in order to do that, I think we have to have a fair shot at survival."
Roth's PowerPoint depicted a chaotic scene. She included photos of customers sitting on the sidewalk and stoops while eating bagels, overflowing public trash and recycling bins, litter, and photos of what she described as "humongous rats." (An exterminator testified on Wednesday that Call Your Mother has not worsened the rat problem.)
"One man even uses a garbage can as a table to eat his bagels," Roth, a George Washington University law professor, wrote on a slide above a photo of a customer in a backward baseball cap next to food on top of a trash can. She complained of customers who drove to the store and took "rare residential parking spaces," and of noisy delivery trucks filling already clogged roadways.
"The owners of these houses have been unable to get people to move. People get very belligerent. They want to eat their bagels. They want to eat their sandwiches. That's part of the experience," Roth said to the board.
Michael Savage, a tax lawyer and a former resident who was also among the 16 involved in the court case, long opposed Call Your Mother opening at this location because he had seen the crowds at the Georgia Avenue shop. He was ready for a change anyway, he said, so he sold his home across the street before the new store opened.
Others, though, say the restaurant is a welcome addition to the neighborhood -- including Chris Itteilag, the man who bought Savage's home.
Itteilag, a residential real estate agent, said those opposed to the restaurant are offering a "gross misrepresentation" of what it's like to live on the block.
In his presentation to the zoning board, he alleged that the landlords opposed to Call Your Mother have tenants who are themselves leaving trash behind. He also included photos of cars with parking tickets, alleging that they belonged to residents, rather than customers, who are "illegally parking."
"Myself and other supporters actually live and reside on the block with our families," Itteilag said.
Josh Randle said he bought his O Street home just over a year ago, and going to Call Your Mother has become his daughter's favorite part of the day. When mornings are too hectic for him or his wife to cook breakfast, "Call your Mother saves the day, every time," he said.
"From 8 to 2, as far as I'm concerned, they're our neighbors," Randle said.

Alva Dains, 3, shows a dog where he can find some food: at Call Your Mother. (Michael S. Williamson/The Washington Post)


On Tuesday, Judith Fedo and her husband, Joseph Dains, sat on a public bench near Call Your Mother as their 3-year-old son, Alva, yelled for them to watch just how fast he could run down the sidewalk. The family had come for lunch as a show of support after seeing news about the zoning dispute on Facebook and Nextdoor. Dains, a 33-year-old PhD student studying political theory at Georgetown University, said he comes to the shop almost daily and would hate to see it go.
"It was not rowdy," Fedo, 40, said as she ate a turkey and jalapeno bagel sandwich with melted cheese. "I want to know what idyllic community these neighbors who are complaining are envisioning in their heads, because when you look around you can sense this kind of, you know, European vibe, this old-world vibe. And when you go to the U.K. or Europe, it's not stagnant and super quiet."
Across from them was Joe Katalinas's home, just a few doors down from the restaurant. The 90-year-old who has lived in this home since 1987 said that Call Your Mother customers sometimes sit on his stoop to eat, but said it has not bothered him.
"I don't mind it at all. They're going to sit somewhere ... I'm used to it," Katalinas said. "I get tired of people complaining about this neighborhood."

Joe Katalinas, 90, lives two doors down from Call Your Mother. (Michael S. Williamson/The Washington Post)
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At least 20 E. coli cases reported after Lake Anna visits, Va. health says
At least seven people have been hospitalized after visiting Lake Anna, public health officials said.
By Jenna Portnoy | 2024-06-13

Ava Inglett, 15, and her sister Lauren Inglett, 18, at Inova Children's Hospital, where Ava is receiving treatment for a severe complication of an E. coli infection after swimming at Lake Anna over Memorial Day weekend. (Judy Inglett)


Judy Inglett never dreamed her healthy 15-year-old daughter would end up on dialysis and undergo blood transfusions after swimming at Lake Anna State Park in Virginia over the Memorial Day weekend.
Ava was there with family friends and neighbors who had invited her on their boat and rented a house, enjoying the festive recreation area as they have countless times before, her mother said.
Within days of coming home, though, Ava developed diarrhea. By the next week, she was in renal failure, her mother said, prompting doctors to rush her to a children's hospital, where she remained as of Wednesday.
Ava is one of 20 people diagnosed with an E. coli infection -- that for four children escalated to serious kidney complications -- that investigators said triggered lake water testing that has left families second guessing their go-to summertime vacation spot.
"Her kidneys took a very hard hit. If we hadn't brought her in when we did, I could be planning a funeral at this point," Inglett, of Fauquier County, said Tuesday night after swapping bedside roles with her husband at Inova L.J. Murphy Children's Hospital.
Everyone who reported becoming ill to the state swam or was otherwise exposed to lake water, but public health officials say they do not yet have enough information to know the lake is the culprit.
The state has not put any special restrictions on using the lake and encouraged swimmers and boaters to follow regular safety precautions like showering after swimming to wash off possible contaminants, and never drinking untreated water.
Escherichia coli, commonly known as E. coli, bacteria infections usually occur after someone ingests food or water contaminated with a small, often invisible, amount of animal or human feces, and symptoms typically develop in three to four days, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
Of the people who came down with gastrointestinal symptoms typical of an E. coli infection after visiting Lake Anna, at least seven have been hospitalized, said Katherine G. McCombs, director of surveillance and investigation in the Virginia Department of Health Office of Epidemiology.
More than half of those sickened are children who generally have more serious reactions to the bacteria than adults. Four children developed severe cases and a condition known as hemolytic uremic syndrome, or HUS, which can cause kidney failure, she said.
Symptoms of an E. coli infection include stomach cramps and diarrhea that is often watery or bloody, vomiting, fever and chills. Health officials ask that anyone experiencing gastrointestinal illness after visiting the Lake Anna area during Memorial Day weekend or since contact their local health department and seek medical care if symptoms are ongoing.
Lake Anna, a freshwater reservoir an hour from Richmond and Charlottesville, was created in the early '70s to cool a nuclear power plant operated by Dominion Energy, which returns warmer water to the lake.
Warmer water and nutrients can combine to make conditions favorable for algae growth -- health officials say signs of algae activity have been detected at Lake Anna and are normal this time of year. The algae is not related to the current illnesses.

Lake Anna State Park in Spotsylvania County, Va. (Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation)


Staff from the Department of Environmental Quality on Tuesday collected six samples from three areas at the lake to be tested for concentrations of bacteria, including E. coli, said agency spokeswoman Irina Calos. Results are expected by Thursday or Friday, she said.
Samples were taken from the sandbar near the confluence of Goldmine Creek, water adjacent to the state park and the Cocktail Cove sandbar. A second round of samples will be collected on June 25, Calos said.
Regular quarterly water quality samples taken by the Lake Anna Civic Association on June 4 did not show harmful levels of E. coli, said association president Greg Baker on Tuesday. He said he empathized with the families affected but believes there is no imminent risk to visiting the lake.
"The lake is open for business," he said. "It appears the lake has no E. coli occurrences at this moment but please everybody use common sense. It is a lake, don't drink the lake water, avoid large gatherings in the lake and enjoy the lake."
Nate Hiner, whose 8-year-old daughter was  diagnosed with HUS and treated with blood transfusions at Children's National Hospital, said he is skeptical of testing that shows the lake is safe.

Eight-year old twins Chase and Kinsley Hiner, seen in St. Augustine, Fla., earlier this year, both came down with a severe illness after being diagnosed with an E. coli infection after swimming at Lake Anna over Memorial Day weekend. (Family photo)


"Over 20 cases of this illness with the commonality being this lake. That's irrefutable evidence that there's something in that water," said Hiner, who lives in Spotsylvania.
He and his wife, Jennifer, who are both paramedics, and their twins hopped on a friend's boat on May 26 to visit the lake, as they have several times each summer for years. They stopped at a few spots where the children could get out and swim.
A few days later their daughter Kinsley developed severe diarrhea that by Friday contained bright red blood, sending them to the emergency room and after a week's hospital stay with no improvement, Children's National Hospital. The same day their son Chase began developing similar symptoms and soon both children were being treated  at the hospital in Northwest Washington.
As of Tuesday, Chase was discharged and Kinsley was steadily improving after a brief transfer to intensive care for profuse bleeding.

Kinsley Hiner, 8, is receiving treatment at Children's National Hospital related to the E. coli infection. Her twin brother, Chase, had the same illness but has been discharged. (Family photo)


"It's very terrifying because there's nothing these kids can take or do," Nate Hines said.
Alexandra Yonts, a pediatric infectious-disease physician at Children's National Hospital, said children under 5 are at highest risk for illness.
"The biggest thing is good hand hygiene," she said. "This is something that is transmitted through a fecal-oral route. Somehow you come into contact with feces from an infected human or animal and it makes its way into your mouth."
Other culprits include undercooked meat such as hamburger, petting zoos and especially land-grazing animals like cows. Bodies of water near farms where runoff can wash harmful bacteria into the water, like Lake Anna, should be avoided after a big rainfall, Yonts said.
Most infections from harmful strains of E. coli bacteria cause diarrhea and vomiting that require hydration at home, but about 5 to 15 percent of children with this infection develop HUS. Treatments for this serious condition range from monitoring in the hospital to dialysis, or artificial filtration of the blood, and about a quarter of cases will require long-term dialysis or even a kidney transplant, she said.
Inglett said her daughter Ava has had four rounds of dialysis and three blood transfusions. As of Tuesday night, doctors were taking a break from dialysis to give Ava's kidneys a chance to function normally.
"Right now, it's a wait and see," Inglett said through tears, wondering if her daughter will recover enough to play soccer and field hockey next school year.
"Nobody knew this was going to happen," she said. "She's been down there so many times and she's always been fine. It's a helpless feeling as a parent when you want to fix it and I can't fix it."
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D.C. Council votes on 2025 budget, opening mobile sports betting market
While lawmakers made some last-minute changes, much of the budget remained intact from the council's first vote on its budget proposal in May.
By Michael Brice-Saddler | 2024-06-12

The exterior of the John. A Wilson Building, where the D.C. Council meets. (Jonathan Newton/THE WASHINGTON POST)


The D.C. Council on Wednesday gave final approval to the city's $21 billion budget for fiscal 2025, voting to fund more than 600 additional housing vouchers for residents at risk of homelessness ahead of a contentious debate over the future of the District's sports betting program.
Despite a growing overall budget, city leaders have debated spending priorities as revenue growth has slowed, an issue compounded by the expiration of pandemic-era federal aid that helped city leaders temporarily boost services for residents in need.
Two weeks ago, during the council's first vote on the budget, lawmakers approved tax increases beyond those that were initially proposed by Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) to stave off significant cuts, including hikes on the tax that businesses pay toward the Paid Family Leave program and the real property tax rate on homes worth more than $2.5 million. Despite this year's austere budget, the council on May 29 allocated additional money toward housing initiatives while enhancing the earned-income tax credit and establishing a new child tax credit.
While lawmakers on Wednesday made some last-minute changes, much of the budget remained intact from the first vote, even as housing advocates unsuccessfully sought additional tax increases to generate more money for safety-net programs such as Emergency Rental Assistance.
In a letter to the council Wednesday, Bowser praised lawmakers for making some changes she sought after the first vote, such as restoring funds to design a new D.C. jail and a youth indoor sports complex at RFK Stadium. But she rehashed previous criticism of the council's tax increases and decision to reallocate money from the D.C. Public Schools central office into individual schools.
"I remain greatly concerned that taken as a whole, the council's proposed budget and fiscal policy sets up our residents and businesses for even larger cuts to services and programs or additional tax hikes next year," Bowser said.
D.C. Council Chairman Phil Mendelson (D), however, described the unanimous budget vote Wednesday as a win for residents, adding that lawmakers had made the most out of a difficult hand.
"When the budget was proposed to us on April 3, yes, it was balanced, but the balancing seemed to be almost entirely the result of cutting safety net programs and other initiatives that advanced the fight for equity," Mendelson said. "The council collectively has reworked this, and our budget resets the district on the path to fight poverty and promote social justice."
Some changes proposed by Mendelson after the first vote followed concerns raised by the mayor and housing advocates.
Mendelson allocated an additional $3 million for 100 new housing vouchers -- building on the 477 vouchers the council funded two weeks ago -- after several advocates interrupted his Monday news conference warning that swaths of families were at risk of homelessness without further assistance (though the city has had challenges getting vouchers, which offer rental assistance and case management depending on need, out the door).
On Wednesday, council member Robert C. White Jr. (D-At Large) proposed an amendment to fund 65 more housing vouchers by reducing funds for street outreach services and cutting $1 million from a newly proposed truancy program that he said was not yet fully thought out, though he left $3.3 million in the budget to implement it.
"Hundreds of families in the rapid rehousing program are still facing termination of their housing assistance, unable to pay their rents and without anywhere to go," White said. "I think the best way to preserve housing and prevent homelessness is to not throw families currently in housing into the street."
Some lawmakers, led by council member Brooke Pinto (D-Ward 2), expressed concerns about reducing money for the truancy program, noting that fewer students would be helped as city officials aspire to keep more children in the classroom. "Sixty percent of our high school students are now chronically absent or truant. That is a crisis. That is absolutely unacceptable," Pinto said.
White's amendment passed 11-2, with Pinto and council member Anita Bonds (D-At Large) dissenting.
Separately, Bowser and her administration had also raised alarm bells after Mendelson two weeks ago reallocated some of the $464 million set aside to build a new D.C. jail into future budget years. Mendelson said he wasn't confident in the Bowser administration's timeline for the project, but Bowser and Department of Corrections Director Tom Faust said the delay could jeopardize the project entirely.
Ahead of Wednesday's vote, Mendelson reversed his changes to the jail's funding. The project is expected to be completed in 2034.
The most robust debate centered on whether it was appropriate to pass a bill to dramatically reshape the city's struggling sports wagering program through the budget process, offering less opportunity for scrutiny. That bill, introduced earlier this year by council member Kenyan R. McDuffie (I-At Large), aims to repair the city's mobile sports betting market by offering pathways for major betting operators to partner with local sports teams.
Intralot, the Greek gaming company that has held a monopoly on mobile sports betting in the District, recently subcontracted with FanDuel to replace its own poorly performing GambetDC platform. The change led to an immediate surge in tax revenue, raising $1.9 million in the first 30 days, compared with the $4.3 million GambetDC brought in over a four-year period.
Lawmakers must soon decide whether to extend Intralot's contract, which is set to expire in mid-July. Last month, Office of Lottery and Gaming Director Frank Suarez, citing estimates from the Office of the Chief Financial Officer, said in written testimony that McDuffie's bill would generate about $27 million in revenue over four years -- about $15.32 million less than four-year projections from the FanDuel platform.
McDuffie sought to include his legislation as part of the budget, using part of its proceeds to fund his "baby bonds" initiatives, which creates trust funds for children of low-income families. But several lawmakers, led by council member Zachary Parker (D-Ward 5), shared reservations about McDuffie's plan, pointing to the council's controversial 2019 vote to approve the sole-source contract for Intralot it was now trying to untangle.
Parker and others questioned which path would generate more revenue for the city, while others wondered about the fate of dozens of small businesses with GambetDC retail betting kiosks that offer them an additional revenue stream. He attempted to separate McDuffie's bill from the budget process through an amendment Wednesday.
"Regardless of where you land on sports betting, we can agree that process matters," Parker wrote on the social media platform X, explaining his amendment. "Fast-tracking sports betting through the budget is a choice, one that is unnecessary."
On Wednesday, McDuffie clarified that his effort to move quickly on the bill was in part because professional sports venues with retail sportsbooks, including Caesars Sportsbook at Capital One Arena and BetMGM at Nationals Park, would be hampered without a chance to enter the mobile sports betting market, which his bill would permit.
"Time is of the essence," McDuffie said.
McDuffie said he would introduce a separate amendment to protect the concerns of small businesses with kiosks in two weeks, when the council will vote on a package of laws necessary to implement the approved budget.
Parker's amendment failed 9-4. Democratic council members Parker, Bonds, Brianne K. Nadeau (Ward 1) and Vincent C. Gray (Ward 7) voted in support.
"I'm glad some of the surrounding issues are being resolved, especially when it comes to small businesses," Nadeau said before the vote. "But I do not like that I'm being forced to vote on this as part of the budget package."
Meagan Flynn contributed to this report.
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A moment of triumph at Port of Baltimore -- and reminder of lives lost
Officials gathered Wednesday to mark the reopening of the port's shipping channel, and to take stock of the tragedy that destroyed the bridge.
By Michael Laris | 2024-06-12

Secretary of Transportation Pete Buttigieg, center, and Maryland Gov. Wes Moore (D), right, prepare for a news conference to announce the full reopening of the federal channel to the Port of Baltimore in Dundalk, Md., on Wednesday. (Michael Robinson Chavez for The Washington Post)


It was a moment of triumph, tempered by tragedy.
Federal and Maryland officials gathered Wednesday at the Port of Baltimore, with towering cranes and stacks of shipping containers behind them, to mark the reopening of the port's shipping channel two days after it was fully restored.
It was less than three months since the Dali container ship lost power, veered off course and took down the Francis Scott Key Bridge, sending 100 million pounds of steel and concrete into the Patapsco River and killing six workers who had been filling potholes on the bridge deck.
"What happened that early morning of March 26 was horrific," U.S. Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg said. "What happened next was inspiring."
Maryland Gov. Wes Moore (D), leaders of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and Coast Guard, and others described a trusting partnership that allowed for the swift clearing of the channel. "Instead of 11 months, we got this thing done in 11 weeks," Moore said.
A ship's loud horn repeatedly blared nearby. "That's a beautiful sound," Moore said.
But the hugs, smiles and handshakes were tempered by the gravity of what had happened out on the water not far away. The governor and others acknowledged that while the channel was cleared, some things will never be restored.
"The missing bridge never escapes the minds and eyes of everyone that sees this," Col. Estee S. Pinchasin, the Baltimore district commander for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, told The Washington Post.

A ship passes through the site where authorities have fully reopened the main shipping channel to the Port of Baltimore on Tuesday. (Jahi Chikwendiu/The Washington Post)


She helped oversee the massive recovery effort, which included workers with high-powered torches cutting through steel debris and divers scouring underwater wreckage for the bodies of those who were lost.
"The missing bridge doesn't allow it to get back to normal," Pinchasin said. "No matter what we do, those families are forever impacted."
While the physical wreckage is mostly gone -- the Army Corps says it will continue surveying and clearing smaller pieces of steel stuck in the mud below the 50-foot-deep channel -- many questions remain about how the tragedy happened.
The National Transportation Safety Board is probing what caused the electrical problems on the Dali. The FBI is investigating whether serious problems on the ship were known before it left port. State departments of transportation are examining how vulnerable their bridges are to ship strikes.
The Coast Guard launched a national inquiry into how it keeps ports and waterways safe, with a top official saying the nation's marine transportation infrastructure may not have kept pace with the increased risks from ever-larger vessels.
Maryland officials have said those who need to be held accountable will be.

People gather to fish in Fort Armistead Park. (Jahi Chikwendiu/The Washington Post)



A container is lifted by a crane at the Port of Baltimore on Wednesday. (Michael Robinson Chavez for The Washington Post)


But on Wednesday, Moore's focus was largely on the channel, cooperation among different levels of government and the rebirth of the port.
"People forever will be able to talk with pride about the way that this state responded, in some of our times of greatest need and greatest tragedy," Moore said.
While crews were scooping out the remnants of the bridge, Moore joined with White House economic adviser Lael Brainard to call major port customers, seeking to secure commitments they would return their business to Baltimore once the channel was fully restored, according to White House and Maryland officials.
The port is well equipped to handle the shipment of cars, light trucks and farm equipment, known as "roll on, roll off" operations. Port officials say that vehicle business is nearly back to its levels before disruptions caused by the Dali. Large container traffic will lag, they said, because shippers from Asia operate with long lead times. Officials say they are hoping for a full recovery by 2025.
The Coast Guard put navigation buoys back in place marking the full 700-foot-wide channel, offering a path for easy two-way traffic to and from the port.
"Think of it like a yellow brick road," said Jonathan Daniels, Maryland's top port official.
The Coast Guard has pulled back additional safety measures that had been put in place while ships traversed a narrower channel, including speed limits and a requirement that vessels be guided by tug boats.
The Coast Guard said it will be up to ship pilots to decide whether tug boats are needed until salvage operations are complete. Representatives of the Association of Maryland Pilots, whose members board vessels to help them in and out of the port area, did not respond to questions about how they will decide which ships need tugs.
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CEO stole $2.5M from D.C. nonprofits, then posted photos of Hawaii vacation 
Called a privileged "sociopath" by a judge, Graham Hauck kept stealing from D.C.-area nonprofits and trade associations despite knowing he was being investigated.
By Rachel Weiner, Spencer Hsu | 2024-06-12

A portion of a court filing in the case of Graham Hauck. At sentencing, his lawyer said Hauck has lost 85 pounds and stopped drinking in prison. (U.S. Attorney for D.C.)


After a client confronted Graham Hauck about missing funds in 2019, the management executive who lived in Washington's comfortable suburbs paid the money back -- then kept stealing. In 2021, after FBI agents warned Hauck that he was under investigation for embezzling funds, he kept stealing. Two years later, after federal prosecutors laid out all of the evidence against him, Hauck kept stealing. And in March, after being offered a deal to plead to wire fraud, Hauck kept stealing.
Before pleading guilty, he took his family on a vacation to Hawaii. Then he stole some more.
On Wednesday, Hauck, 51, was sentenced to 51/2 years in prison and ordered to repay his victims, which include a cancer-research nonprofit, a museum association and an international trade lobbying group.
"It takes a certain type of sociopath to be able to lie so continuously to so many people over a long time," a federal judge in D.C. told him before handing down the punishment.
Hauck ultimately admitted to embezzling $2.5 million from the trade associations and nonprofits that used the Hauck & Associates management firm his father founded in Bethesda. He had to plead guilty twice because more victims came forward after his first plea, prosecutors said.
He double-billed clients, used his access to their bank accounts to siphon off funds and set up accounts that redirected conference registration fees to him, he admitted in court. He falsified balance sheets and routed funds overseas to hide the embezzlement.
During the years he was under investigation, the government says, Hauck paid $75,000 in country club dues to the private Chevy Chase Club. He was on vacation in Switzerland when first caught misappropriating client funds, according to his plea.
"What I find particularly egregious about this case," U.S. District Judge Rudolph Contreras said, is that at no point did Hauck say: "Family meeting. We're in a real pickle here." The judge said Hauck could have taken his children out of expensive private schools or sent them to free public activities rather than the Chevy Chase country club.
Instead, Contreras said, the defendant decided, "We're going to keep up appearances. ... We're going to keep stealing to live this lie."
Prosecutor Kondi J. Kleinman asked for an eight-year sentence.
"Mr. Hauck enjoyed the type of upbringing most defendants in this courthouse can't even imagine, let alone experience. ... The fact he continued to steal more is just astonishing," Kleinman said.
The firm was founded by Hauck's father in 1974; Graham Hauck had worked there since college. Sheldon Hauck Jr. said in a letter to the court that when his brother took over from their late father, the company lost some major clients. The business took another blow when the coronavirus pandemic led to the cancellation of many of the conferences the company manages. Graham Hauck says he also inherited a large tax debt, while taking care of his wife, three children and mother.
"It's pretty evident that Graham was under extreme financial pressure," Sheldon Hauck Jr. wrote. He added that the cost of caring for their mother is now falling on him. He asked the judge to "show mercy" and give a lenient sentence, "not because Graham deserves it, but because his immediate and extended family deserves it."
Graham Hauck has been in jail since September.
Defense attorney David Benowitz said Hauck sold his home to repay $370,000, stopped drinking and has lost 85 pounds in jail now that he is free from the "massive rationalization" that he had to uphold his father's legacy.
"I am sorry, incredibly sorry," Hauck told the court, apologizing to clients, employees, family members and friends. "Although I saw the worst possible consequence as failure -- which meant closing the business and bankruptcy -- I didn't foresee the far worse consequences of my actions," including divorce, damaging his family relations and reputation, and prison.
His "weak-mindedness" cost him what he most feared losing, Hauck said. "I am dedicated to the hard work of making things right," he said, adding, "No more lying or hiding. No more pain. No more crimes."
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Jury acquits D.C. defense attorney on sexual assault charges
The woman, also a criminal defense attorney, told police that Jonathan Jeffress choked and sexually assaulted her inside his parked vehicle in 2022. 


By Keith L. Alexander | 2024-06-12

Defense attorney Jonathan Jeffress returns to the H. Carl Moultrie Courthouse of the District of Columbia during a break in jury selection for his trial on May 28. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


A D.C. Superior Court jury on Wednesday found a prominent D.C. defense attorney not guilty of sexually assaulting another attorney nearly two years ago in a case that rippled through Washington's legal circles.
The high-profile trial of Jonathan Jeffress -- on charges stemming from what began as a consensual encounter in his car -- lured a steady stream of defense attorneys, prosecutors and judges to the court, curious to witness a dramatic spectacle centered on this son of a prominent and well-connected family of lawyers.
The jury of seven men and five women acquitted Jeffress, 52, of four felony sexual assault charges and a misdemeanor simple assault charge.
"I am relieved to have been found not guilty of all charges against me," Jeffress, a partner in the Washington law firm Kaiser and a former federal public defender, said in an interview. "I was falsely accused as the jury has now recognized. This has been the hardest year of my life, but the support and togetherness I have felt has been more than any person could ever hope for."
Over six days of testimony, Jeffress and the woman laid out vastly different versions of what transpired in Jeffress's parked Polestar during a 14-minute period Dec. 21, 2022. Jeffress said the exchange was mutual. The woman detailed fearing for her life, recounting a struggle in the front seat of Jeffress's car in which she testified that Jeffress placed her into a headlock, bruised her elbow and grabbed her breast until she blacked out "three to four times." She said she was then forced to massage his genitals.
Jeffress began and ended his testimony with the same message: "I did not assault her." The 37-year-old woman detailed her relationship with Jeffress and account of what happened over more than three days, telling the jury she waited nearly a month to contact police because Jeffress's family was "known as legal royalty in D.C." and she feared such a disclosure would be "career suicide." But ultimately, she said, she came forward after learning that a young associate who she thought resembled herself and Jeffress's wife had been hired to work at his firm, which specializes in white-collar criminal defense work as well as Title IX school-related sexual discrimination and harassment cases.
The Washington Post does not name those who allege they are victims of sexual assault without their consent.
During the first few days of the trial, Jeffress's family sat in the row closest to the jury. Those in attendance included his father, William H. Jeffress Jr., who in 2006 represented Vice President Dick Cheney's former chief of staff, I. Lewis "Scooter" Libby; his sister, Amy, a former prosecutor with the U.S. attorney's office in the District who became the Justice Department's attache in London before joining the law firm Arnold & Porter; and U.S. District Judge Christopher R. Cooper, an Obama judicial appointee and Amy's husband.
His indictment last fall gripped Washington's legal community and his trial drew significant attendance. At one point, Judge Robert Okun admonished the 75 or so audience members in the nearly standing-room-only courtroom about murmuring as the woman testified. Several jurors alerted the courtroom clerk that they could hear comments emanating from Jeffress's supporters, prompting Okun to request additional security officers to monitor the courtroom.
Jeffress's parents and sister wiped away tears as the first four not-guilty verdicts were read and hugged him as he walked out of the courtroom.
During separate testimony, Jeffress and the woman each described a months-long flirtation that culminated in the incident outside the woman's Northeast Washington apartment. In court testimony, his lawyers said she wanted more than he would offer and then became embarrassed by the sex act inside the car.
Jeffress admitted to flirting and kissing the woman and was interested in a possible relationship while his marriage was in a difficult patch, with he and his wife living in separate residences.
Jeffress said the flirtation began in the fall of 2022, when he met with the woman to tell her she did not get the job she had applied for at his firm. The two then talked about the shared client they had in federal court. He represented the client on the criminal side, and she represented the client on the civil side.
The two then began talking about their personal lives. She was divorced. He told her that he and his wife were having marital problems three years into his marriage. "I was thankful for her," he testified. "She allowed me to open up about my marital problems."
She texted family and friends numerous times about the guy at work who she wrote "had a crush on me." She said she did not normally date men who were so much older. But, she said, "I reciprocated," texting that Jeffress possessed a "nerdy, crushable, college professor energy." She said she had downloaded photos and law firm YouTube videos of Jeffress and his wife, and texted them to her family.

William H. Jeffress Jr., left, walks with his son, defense attorney Jonathan Jeffress, right, as he leaves the H. Carl Moultrie Courthouse of the District of Columbia during a break in the jury selection for Jonathan Jeffress's trial on May 28. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


By November 2022, the federal case that Jeffress and the woman shared was completed, allowing them both to pursue a more romantic relationship, Jeffress said. While the connection fizzled for him, he testified, he included the woman among invitees to the firm's Christmas party alongside many others who had worked on the federal case.
In court, the woman recalled approaching Jeffress's wife there and introducing herself, noting they were dressed similarly. The pair became "quick friends," she said, and even exchanged telephone numbers as Jeffress watched "in fear" from across the room. "She and I look alike and have some of the same mannerisms. He definitely has a type," she testified.
Two days after the party, the woman texted Jeffress and asked to meet and "clear the air." While he thought she wanted to check on him and his marital problems, she wanted him to know she hadn't divulged anything to his wife, they each testified.
After they met, Jeffress agreed to drive her home. The two began kissing in his car outside her apartment.
It is then when their accounts further diverge. "She said 'I want you to pin me down,'" Jeffress testified. "I just took it as a fantasy sex thing," he said. He said he did not. She testified days earlier that she had made no such request.
The woman also testified that she blacked out "three to four times" after Jeffress put her in a headlock, and that she bruised her elbow. He denied putting her in a headlock and said he never saw her pass out. He said the woman caressed his chest and stomach and offered to manipulate his genitals with her hand.
Once she got inside her apartment, the woman texted Jeffress to tell him to delete her address from his car's GPS along with the text -- an effort to hide the activity from his wife, Jeffress testified -- and wrote that she'd "think" about seeing him after the holidays, she testified.
When a D.C. sexual assault police detective telephoned Jeffress on a recorded call to tell him that she filed a sexual assault complaint against him nearly a month later, Jeffress said the woman was "out of her mind" and repeatedly denied the encounter.
"I know what happened in that car, and that did not happen," Jeffress testified.
During closing arguments, one of Jeffress's attorneys, Barry Pollack, sought to avoid criticizing the woman even as he maintained that her relationship with Jeffress was one "she created in her own head."
"She may very well believe what she told you. But that doesn't mean her account is accurate," he told the jury.
Assistant U.S. Attorney Daniel Salem argued the woman was being truthful and would not willingly put herself through such "an investigation" by D.C. sexual assault detectives and prosecutors.
"There is no motive for her to make this up," he argued.
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PM Update: Temperatures turn summerlike Thursday
After a couple days of June weather bliss, summertime reality is inbound. Highs approach 90 and humidity rises. 
By Ian Livingston | 2024-06-12

Union Station flagpoles last week. (angela n./Flickr) 


We eked out another nice day across the region. Highs in the low 80s aren't far from average, but humidity remains on the low side of typical for the early onset of summer. Heat moves in tomorrow, and really the first signs of it are already here. In addition to the warmer day today vs. yesterday, tonight will also feature milder temperatures.
Listen to our daily D.C. forecasts: Apple Podcasts | Amazon Echo | More options
Through Tonight: Clouds of the day tend to dissipate with sundown. Another round of cloudier conditions may push through late night. A quick shower could scoot by, especially over southern Md., during the pre dawn. Lows range across the 60s and winds blow lightly from the south.
View the current weather at The Washington Post.
Tomorrow (Thursday): Sunshine dominates much of the day. Some clouds bubble up in the midday and afternoon heat as highs end up mainly in the upper 80s to around or a hair above 90. Isolated showers or storms could dot the area in the afternoon, with most spots staying dry. Winds blow from the south and southwest around 10 mph.
See Camden Walker's forecast through the weekend. And if you haven't already, join us on Facebook and follow us on X and Instagram. For related traffic news, check out Gridlock.
Mid-90s Friday? Temperatures are forecast to reach the low and mid-90s to close the workweek. It's almost a lock for hottest day of the year so far, and it could be the first reaching 95. With a wind expected to blow out of the west and few clouds during much of the day, the recipe is right for an extra toasty one.
It would arrive fairly close to average, with the typical first of the season coming June 19 in our current climate. Last year, the city didn't get there in the city until July 27, when it reached 96.
If the temperature doesn't rise high enough to make it this go, there should be many opportunities next week.

High and low temperature forecast for the next 10 days from the National Blend of Models. (weatherbell.com) 


Want our 5 a.m. forecast delivered to your email inbox? Subscribe here.
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The Celtics are showing that quirky teams can be great
Boston is a complete team overdue for a parade. Dallas is a team that got hot. It's not a fair fight. 
By Jerry Brewer | 2024-06-13

Boston Celtics forward Jayson Tatum and guard Jrue Holiday celebrate a Game 3 win over the Dallas Mavericks. (Sam Hodde/AP) 


DALLAS -- The frustrating, unreliable Boston Celtics are one more oddball performance from getting exactly what they deserve -- a championship. Their strange dominance is dominance nonetheless. Put aside skepticism over their mercurial style, and you see a statistical wonder on the verge of a cozy place in history.
It doesn't seem like these Celtics belong in the company of the NBA's greatest teams, but if they sweep the Dallas Mavericks on Friday night, they will force you to consider them worthy. They are 15-2 this postseason. They have won 10 straight playoff games. They haven't lost since May 9. They haven't lost a game on the road.
If the Celtics win the NBA Finals and finish their championship run with a 16-2 record, their .889 playoff winning percentage would rank fifth all-time. The Golden State Warriors, who went 16-1 in the 2017 playoffs, would be the only team to win a title in fewer games since the NBA stretched the postseason to four rounds of best-of-seven series in 2003.
Add their 64-18 regular season mark, and their next win would be No. 80 this season. Only 13 teams have done that. A sweep would put the Celtics at 80-20, matching the 1986-87 Los Angeles Lakers, the most dominant team of the Showtime era. The Celtics would be just the eighth team to win a title with at least 80 combined wins and a .800 winning percentage.
They don't just look good on paper. They look like they should be in bronze. They have won at the rate of the immortals and done so with record-setting offensive efficiency and a top five all-time scoring differential.
So why are we so hard on them?
Before the Finals, I joked I wouldn't trust the Celtics even if they were up 3-0 in the series and ahead by 15 points in the fourth quarter of Game 4. Now, that scenario might happen. Well, perhaps I was a bit too dramatic.
I'd trust them with a 14-point cushion now.
Soon, we might look back at criticism of the Celtics and consider it all silly. They look a long path to get to this final turn, making deep playoff runs in six of the last eight seasons, continuing to fall short, learning after every disappointment. Because the current team is a streaky, three-point-chucking group with a 35-year-old head coach who loves to experiment, they're viewed as confounding. But with Joe Mazzulla strategizing from the sideline, the Celtics have opted for a growth mind-set over fixation on the pressure to deliver championship No. 18 to Boston.
"Experience is the best teacher," all-star forward Jayson Tatum said. "We learned from our mistakes."
Tatum referenced the 2022 Finals loss to the Warriors. The Celtics were ahead 2-1 in the series and seemed in good position to take a commanding lead at home in Game 4, but Stephen Curry scored 43 points at TD Garden that night. And over the course of the series, the Warriors taught the Celtics a lesson about moxie and grit. Golden State won in six games, capturing its fourth title under Coach Steve Kerr.
"We learned from a team at the time that was better than us, that had been there and been over that hump and [were] mentally tougher at the time," Tatum said. "We've grown from that, we really have."
He cited a wild Game 3 as evidence. The Celtics trailed by 13 early, played an otherworldly third quarter and led by as many as 21 points in the fourth before Dallas went on a 22-2 run. But on the road, with the American Airlines Center crowd throbbing with intensity, Boston didn't collapse. The players recovered in a 106-99 victory. It seems like they always recover now.
"So you just have to constantly problem-solve throughout the game," Mazzulla said. "You have to ask yourself why every single possession. Why did that happen? Why did this happen? Was this what we talked about? Was it not? And the guys, they fight for that because of their basketball IQ. They spend a lot of time understanding that. And that's part of the game. And once we answer those questions, we can move on to the next phase of the game."
Mazzulla is no longer the young coach thrust into a difficult situation after the Ime Udoka scandal. Since he took over last season, he hasn't been trying to hold onto a job or a way of doing things. He has been building his own thing, blending the Celtics' style of play with his basketball philosophies. It's clear now the team is winning because of him. His eccentricities have gone from worrisome to fascinating. It's still strange to watch a team with Boston's size and versatility take 46 of its 82 shots from three-point range. But the Celtics' offensive approach is more refined than it looks. For a team that lacks an elite floor general to diagnose defenses and facilitate the offense, the system does a lot of the work with simple reads and a distinct style.
"It's all about taking the right shots," Mazzulla said. "It's all about taking what the defense gives you. They are playing a unique defense against us because they are one of the best teams in the league at protecting the rim, and they have two great rim protectors. So if you try to become stubborn, you put yourself in a disadvantaged situation at the other end of the floor.
"Our defense starts with our offense. And so if we don't take the right shot, we can't guard them. And our team has the discipline to fight for the spacing and to fight to take the right shot, whatever that shot may be."
We're so focused on how the Celtics play, but what matters most is that they understand who they are now. Their offense organizes them. Their defense sustains them. Despite some notable offensive lulls this postseason, they've played most every game on their terms. In the Finals, their defense has forced Luka Doncic and Kyrie Irving, the Mavericks' ball-dominant star guards, to essentially play 2-on-5 basketball. The Celtics have locked down the role players and dared Doncic and Irving to be brilliant. In Game 3, they were both productive. They combined for 62 points. But they had to take 55 of the Mavs' 86 field goal attempts. On the other end, the Celtics are sharing the ball and attacking mismatches. They're hunting Doncic, who fouled out with about four minutes remaining.
Boston is a complete team overdue for a parade. Dallas is a team that got hot after adding two new starters at the trade deadline. It's not a fair fight. The Celtics have graduated to dominance.
Are they one of the best teams we've ever seen? In real time, they don't seem as good as their numbers. But we've also been looking at them with a jaundiced eye for the last four years.
History won't have such a bias. Quirky teams can be great, too.
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Celtics nearly blow 21-point lead, hang on to seize control of NBA Finals
Jayson Tatum scores 31 points and Jaylen Brown adds 30 to withstand a late Dallas push and move to within one win of their first championship banner since 2008.
By Ben Golliver | 2024-06-13

Boston Celtics stars Jayson Tatum and Jaylen Brown shared an embrace after a 106-99 win over the Dallas Mavericks in Game 3 of the NBA Finals on Wednesday. The Celtics are now one win away from winning their first championship since 2008. (Tony Gutierrez/AP)


DALLAS -- The Boston Celtics showed no mercy as they pulled away from the Dallas Mavericks, then showed little composure as they gave their opponents a hearty helping of false hope.
In the end, the sharp second-half swings of fortune amounted to an unnecessary flirtation with disaster. After a buzz saw of a third quarter that left the American Airlines Center crowd stunned and a near disaster down the stretch, the Celtics escaped with a 106-99 victory over the Mavericks in Game 3 of the NBA Finals on Wednesday to move to the cusp of their first championship since 2008.
This was, simply put, torture for both sides. First, the home fans, watching their season slip away in methodical fashion, could only manage long, low moans as the Celtics mixed crisp ball movement and quality shot-making to score on their first seven possessions after halftime to seize control on the road. Then, it was time for the scattered green shirts in the building to experience deep queasiness when the Mavericks countered with a 22-2 run to slice the Celtics' 21-point fourth-quarter lead down to one and set the stage for a high-pressure ending.
But the prospect of a classic Finals comeback fizzled when Mavericks star Luka Doncic fouled out with 4:12 remaining on a debatable blocking foul. Doncic, who was targeted defensively by the Celtics all night, fouled out for just the third time in his six-year career and for the first time in a regulation game without overtime.
"We had a good chance and we were close," Doncic said. "We just didn't get it. I wish I was out there. I don't know. We couldn't play physical. I don't want to say nothing, but six fouls in the NBA Finals. Come on, man. [Be] better than that."
Mavericks Coach Jason Kidd challenged Doncic's sixth foul, which came as he was defending Celtics forward Jaylen Brown on the perimeter, to no avail.
"[Doncic] definitely has a bull's eye on his chest," Kidd said. "He's got to guard. He's carrying a load offensively, and they're putting him in every pick and roll and [isolation defensively]."
Without its franchise player for the closing stretch, Dallas couldn't conjure enough scoring to keep pace with Boston. Kyrie Irving, who finished with a game-high 35 points, took control of the offense late, but he missed a pair of clutch shots as the Celtics allowed only two field goals in the final two minutes and held the Mavericks under 100 points for the third time in three games. P.J. Washington and Tim Hardaway Jr. also missed opportunities to score with the game close.

Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic wasn't happy with the officials after he fouled out of a Game 3 loss to the Boston Celtics in the NBA Finals on Wednesday. (Tony Gutierrez/AP)


The Celtics shook free from their agonizing dry spell on offense to seal the win with a group effort in the final three minutes: Jrue Holiday found Derrick White for a three-pointer from the top of the key, White found Jayson Tatum in the paint for a spinning dunk, and Brown dribbled into a double-clutch jumper near the free throw line to stave off the Mavericks.
"That lead dwindled fast," Brown said. "They stormed back. That's the beauty of basketball. ... Sometimes when you are winning, comfort sets into your mind. You kind of relax. Your brain kind of wants to go at ease, and you've got to fight that temptation."
Hosting their first Finals game sine 2011, the Mavericks came out of the gate with an urgency befitting their perilous position, going up 9-2 to force an early Celtics timeout before building their first double-digit lead of the series midway through the first quarter. Irving, coming off a pair of poor shooting games in Boston, hit four three-pointers in the first half to put Dallas up by as many as 13.
Knowing no NBA team has ever come back to win after facing a 3-0 deficit in a best-of-seven playoff series, Dallas pulled out all the stops. Dirk Nowitzki, Tyson Chandler, Shawn Marion, Jason Terry and other members of the Mavericks' 2011 championship team pumped up the crowd from a luxury suite, and Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes, who grew up outside Dallas, voiced a pregame motivational video that played on the jumbotron. Mavericks fans chanted "MVP" as Doncic piled up 13 first-quarter points, but the Celtics, who were without center Kristaps Porzingis because of a left ankle injury, hardly flinched.
Celtics Coach Joe Mazzulla continued to start Al Horford at center and plugged Xavier Tillman into Porzingis's spot in the rotation. Tillman, acquired from the Memphis Grizzlies before the trade deadline, turned in hustle plays to buy time for the 37-year-old Horford, who wound up playing 37 minutes and didn't leave the court in the fourth quarter.
Despite the result, Boston clearly missed Porzingis: Doncic and Irving found more room to attack going to the basket without his rim-protection ability, and the two guards combined for 62 of Dallas's 99 points as only four Mavericks players finished in double figures.
Mazzulla revealed few details about Porzingis, who the Celtics said suffered "a torn medial retinaculum allowing dislocation of the posterior tibialis tendon in his left leg" during Game 2. Porzingis had wanted to play in Game 3 after missing 10 games during the postseason with a right calf strain, but Boston's medical staff nixed the idea, and he was officially ruled out roughly two hours before tip-off. His status for Friday's Game 4 remains unknown.
"Porzingis didn't look right," Mazzulla said. "That was it. I wasn't involved in it. It was out of his hands. It was up to the medical team. They watched him through some testing and they said it didn't feel right, so you're not playing."
Without Porzingis to punish mismatches, the scoring burden fell to Boston's star forwards. Tatum looked to score more often than he had earlier in the series: He had 20 points by halftime, and he helped stunt Dallas's momentum with a leak-out dunk to close the first quarter. Though his shot selection got looser in the fourth quarter, he posted a team-high 31 points to go with six rebounds and five assists.
"Life is about roller coasters," Tatum said. "The game of basketball and life and whatever your occupation is, we all go through ups and downs. In the toughest moments, that's when your true character comes out."
Brown added 30 points, eight rebounds and eight assists, scoring 15 points during Boston's 35-19 third quarter and hitting his dagger jumper with just over a minute left in regulation.
"[Brown] yearns to get better," Mazzulla said. "He's not afraid to face his weaknesses on the court. When you have that type of mind-set, you're just going to be able to take on every situation the game brings you. He puts himself in every situation he sees in a game. He uses six, seven or eight coaches a day. That's how you grow."
With a win in Game 4, Boston can become the first team to sweep the NBA Finals since the 2017-18 Golden State Warriors and the first Eastern Conference team to do so since the 1988-89 Detroit Pistons. That would qualify as a resounding grand finale for a 64-win regular season team that is now 15-2 in the playoffs.
Hundreds of relieved Celtics fans stayed late after the buzzer, mugging for television cameras and fully expecting their faith to be rewarded. Tatum and Brown, so close to their first rings after seven seasons together, embraced at the final buzzer.
"Experience is the best teacher," Brown said. "All year long we've been hearing about the Celtics of the past. For the last six to eight months, all we've been hearing is the different shortcomings we've had in the past. This is a new team. In these moments, you can see that we learned from it."

Boston Celtics forward Jayson Tatum scored a team-high 31 points in a 106-99 victory over the Dallas Mavericks in Game 3 of the NBA Finals on Wednesday, as the Eastern Conference champions took a commanding 3-0 series lead. (Stacy Revere/Getty Images)
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How the USMNT bounced back and stepped up against Brazil
The USMNT's 1-1 draw with Brazil was a recalibration that brightened the outlook entering Copa America, which kicks off next week. 
By Steven Goff | 2024-06-13

Matt Turner, who made a career-high 11 saves, attempts to stop Brazilian forward Rodrygo during friendly in Orlando. (Cristobal Herrera Ulashkevich/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock) 


ORLANDO -- In the lonely days between the dreary performance against Colombia and the draw against Brazil, the U.S. men's national soccer team gathered for meetings to address growing concerns.
Copa America, the only major test before the 2026 World Cup arrives on North American shores, was less than two weeks away -- and the Americans were clearly not ready.
It wasn't just the 5-1 score line against Colombia this past Saturday that raised doubts; it was the effort and errors by a group that, even when outmanned on the global stage, almost always displayed bravery and grit.
Tucked away at the team hotel a little south of Orlando International Airport, insulated from the crowds and amusements of Central Florida, the delegation talked it out.
"There was no sit-down, crisis-circle meeting," goalkeeper Matt Turner said. "It was just individual conversations. Just having more substance to those conversations. ... We need to make sure we never let that complacency settle in, and you saw [Wednesday] a team that had a fire lit under their bums."
The 1-1 draw with Brazil was a recalibration that brightened the outlook entering the 16-nation Copa America, which kicks off next week at venues across the country. The U.S. opener is June 23 against Bolivia in Arlington, Tex.
In those conversations this week, "we challenged the group," Coach Gregg Berhalter said. "We spoke to them both collectively and individually and challenged them for better performances. We never want to make excuses for a performance. So when you have conversations with the players, you don't want to give them an out when you represent the national team."

Christian Pulisic drives a free kick past Brazil's goalkeeper, Alisson, in the first half. (John Raoux/Associated Press) 


Captain Christian Pulisic, the goal scorer against Brazil, said: "It was time to hold each other accountable. It was time to step up in a big moment in a big game."
Turner said: "We can't just stroll out as the U.S. men's national team and expect to win games. That just can't be us. And that comes from within our locker room; that doesn't come from anywhere else. We have to demand more from each other, whether it be training, whether it be the way we're acting around the hotels. In preparation for this game, we were really demanding of each other."
In preparations for Brazil, Berhalter emphasized teamwork and intensity because "those are two things [players] can control," he said. "It doesn't matter about the opponent. It doesn't matter about the field, the fans or anything."
It was clear in the opening moments the U.S. team had turned the page.
"We knew we had to get that out of our system before Copa," center back Chris Richards said.
With their foundation restored, the Americans performed with greater coherence. They worked hard and worked for each other and, in a wide-open closing stretch, they generated quality scoring chances.
They constricted space, absorbed pressure and largely avoided the catastrophic individual errors that plagued the Colombia game.

Chris Richards defends Rodrygo in the U.S. men's national team's last tuneup before Copa America kicks off next week. (Cristobal Herrera-Ulashkevich/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock) 


Turner recovered from a subpar performance against Colombia by making a career-high 11 saves. Berhalter would have been justified in replacing him with Ethan Horvath on Wednesday. But because Turner is his top choice and needs playing time after a backup role at Premier League club Nottingham Forest this season, Berhalter stuck with him.
After a weak clearance led to Brazil's goal, Turner's shot-stopping was a showstopper.
"That was an incident [on Brazil's goal] that could have set him back a little bit with his confidence," Berhalter said, "but he responded really well."
So did the team.
"You started thinking, 'Oh, here we go again, first 20 minutes of the game, we give up a goal,' " said Berhalter, whose team conceded two to Colombia in the first 19 minutes. "It was a great response from the guys. Those are the things that really build the team and get this team with a great mind-set, knowing they can come back."
Pulisic provided not only the goal -- on a 19-yard free kick -- but the guidance.
"He relishes that role" as a 25-year-old captain, Berhalter said. "Guys look up to him. Guys look to him for inspiration. And the most important thing about Christian is guys know in moments like this, he's going to step up because that's what he does."
Pulisic and Turner were among nine players to start both friendlies. By retaining the back line of Richards, Tim Ream, Antonee Robinson and Joe Scally, Berhalter made his defensive plans clear for Copa America.
Weston McKennie and Gio Reyna were constants in midfield, with Johnny Cardoso and Yunus Musah gaining one start each. Tyler Adams, a certain starter when healthy, received second-half playing time Wednesday as part of his reconditioning plan.
Wingers Pulisic and Tim Weah started both matches, while Folarin Balogun and Ricardo Pepi alternated at striker. Overall, 20 of 27 players saw action. Berhalter will trim one player before finalizing his Copa America list this week.
What Berhalter and antsy U.S. supporters will want to see at the three-week tournament is a team like the one that restored honor against Brazil. They will expect them to beat Bolivia and Panama and make a run at group favorite Uruguay before a possible rematch with Brazil or Colombia in the quarterfinals.
"We feel a whole lot better than last game, for sure," Pulisic said. "It wasn't perfect ... but at least the effort gives us a lot of hope and a little bit of confidence."
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Rafael Nadal announces he will skip Wimbledon to focus on Paris Olympics
Nadal cited concerns about having to prepare his body to play on grass and then switch back to clay for the Paris Games.
By Ava Wallace | 2024-06-13

Nadal, who already has a gold medal in both singles and doubles, will compete in both draws at the Paris Olympics this summer. (AP Photo/Jean-Francois Badias)


Rafael Nadal said he will not compete at Wimbledon next month, as expected, and will instead turn his focus to this summer's Paris Olympics, where he is set to play in the singles draw and partner in doubles with recently crowned French Open champion Carlos Alcaraz.
Nadal, 38, announced his decision to skip Wimbledon, where he lifted the trophy in 2008 and 2010, in a statement Thursday on social media, citing the same concerns about having to prepare his body to play on grass then switch back to playing on clay that he mentioned after his first-round loss to Alexander Zverev at the French Open last month. The Olympic tennis tournament will be back at Roland Garros, where Nadal has won a record 14 French Open titles.
"We believe that the best for my body is not to change surface and keep playing on clay until then," he wrote.
The 22-time Grand Slam champion already has some Olympic hardware. He won a gold medal in singles in Beijing in 2008 and a gold in doubles alongside Marc Lopez in Rio de Janeiro in 2016, but he has never competed at the Olympic Games on his favorite surface -- this year is the first time the Olympic event will be played on clay since Barcelona in 1992.
The tournament runs from July 27 to Aug. 4.
Nadal will play a clay-court tournament in Bastad, Sweden, where he hasn't competed since 2005, to prepare for the Games. He has played just 16 singles matches since the start of 2023 because of injury issues including a surgically repaired hip and nagging problem with his abdominal muscle.
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'Let's keep rocking': CJ Abrams leads Nats to fifth straight win
In the victorious postgame clubhouse, there was a lot of talk about vibes. And the Nats' vibes are immaculate.
By Andrew Golden | 2024-06-13

CJ Abrams gets some dap from his teammates after blasting a third-inning homer against the Tigers. "We're getting guys on, getting them in and our pitchers are doing their thing. So let's keep rocking," the shortstop said. (Carlos Osorio/AP)


DETROIT -- CJ Abrams was bound to return to form at the plate. In April, Abrams was one of the top shortstops in baseball. In May, he was anything but. But the version of Abrams that showed up at Comerica Park on Wednesday night was closer to the one that started the season -- the type of player who could pull a no-doubter into the seats in right field in one at-bat, lace a double into left-center gap in the next and race around the bases to score a few batters later.
When Abrams is in a rhythm at the plate, like he was in the Nationals' 7-5 win over the Detroit Tigers, his presence can be felt. Batting atop the lineup, he finished 2 for 5 with that 404-foot homer in the third and an RBI double in the fifth as the Nationals won their fifth straight, their longest winning streak since 2021.
"We're going out there and competing every day, carrying a good vibe," Abrams said. "Things are going well for us. We're getting guys on, getting them in and our pitchers are doing their thing. So let's keep rocking."
Abrams is hitting just .242 in June (8 for 33), but six of those eight hits have been for extra bases.
"He's starting to get a little bit more patient, which we've been harping on for a while now," Manager Dave Martinez said. "He's getting better. He's got to get the ball in the strike zone, just like everybody else. When we do that and we're patient and we get guys on base, there's a reason why we're scoring some runs."
Abrams began the month dealing with a shoulder injury that sidelined him from May 31 to June 4. Before that, he endured a dismal May (. 205 with just one walk). Pitchers attacked Abrams with breaking balls out of the zone and, too often, he'd chase. At times, he looked lost.
A new month, however, has brought a reset. After Matt Vierling hit a leadoff home run off Jake Irvin in the bottom of the first to give the Tigers an early 1-0 lead, Abrams answered in the third, blasting a curveball from Reese Olson about five rows into the bleachers in right field. The ball exited at 104.3 mph. In his previous at-bat, he grounded out on a curveball.
"Yeah, I missed it the first time," Abrams said. "But I got the second one. Adjustments, it's a game of adjustments."
Keibert Ruiz hit a sacrifice fly in the fourth inning to give the Nationals a 2-1 lead before Abrams sparked a three-run rally in the fifth with a ground-rule double that drove in Jacob Young. Abrams worked a five-pitch at-bat and connected on a fastball in the zone.
Two batters later, Jesse Winker drove Abrams in with the first of three straight singles by the Nationals. Luis Garcia Jr, who had the third single, stole second and when the ball skipped away from the shortstop, Winker scored. Garcia's stolen base was the Nationals' 100th of the season in their 67th game, making the Nationals the quickest team to steal that many bases since 2009.
Even Abrams's outs were loud -- in the seventh, Abrams hit a grounder at 103.7 mph with an expected batting average of .560 but first baseman Mark Canha make a diving stop to rob Abrams.
Irvin settled in after a rocky first. He allowed three hits to the first four batters he faced and put runners on the corners, but stranded them. After that, Irvin faced 21 more hitters, allowed three singles and a walk. By the time he exited in the sixth, his ERA dropped to 3.00.
The Nationals' four-run lead shrunk to one in the eighth when Detroit rattled off four straight hits -- one against Robert Garcia and three against Dylan Floro, including an RBI single by Colt Keith and a two-run double by Gio Urshela. But Hunter Harvey entered and retired the next three batters in order.
Washington tacked on a pair of runs in the ninth as insurance, Kyle Finnegan earned the save.
"We're being really consistent," Irvin said. "The vibes are just high. We trust each other. We're getting to know each other and our games a lot better. And it's really cool when all facets of the game are clicking."
The Nationals placed Joey Gallo on the 10-day injured list with a strained hamstring after he came up limping in the seventh inning of Tuesday night's win. Utility man Trey Lipscomb was recalled to fill his place, his third stint with the parent club. Martinez said Lipscomb will play a variety of positions including first base.
Gallo hadn't gotten an MRI as of Wednesday afternoon, so he didn't know the severity of the injury. But the hope is that Gallo can come back and contribute sooner rather than later -- the 30-year-old first baseman was hitting .262 with a .762 OPS in his past 15 games. ...
Patrick Corbin will start Thursday's series finale against the Tigers instead of MacKenzie Gore, who was originally scheduled to pitch but will now start Friday. Gore is dealing with what Martinez described as an issue with a fingernail on Gore's throwing hand. The problem developed after Gore's last start, but Gore was able to pitch through it.
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Even as chaos swirls, Caitlin Clark is finding joy in her rookie year
"I think it's hard for people to remember, I just love playing basketball," Clark says. "This is my job. This is what I'm here for. I'm not here for all the other stuff."
By Michael Lee | 2024-06-13

"Honestly, I feel like I have a pretty good skill of blocking everything out," Caitlin Clark said. "I think being in this position, you better have that skill, or else it's going to break you at some point." (Greg Fiume/Getty Images)


The first month of Caitlin Clark's WNBA career has been filled with checks. Endorsement checks. Reality checks. Heat checks. And a much-discussed hip check.
But what Clark most wants to check off are more wins and more nights like the one she had last week in Washington. It was a performance reminiscent of "The Caitlin Clark Show" that made her a sensation at Iowa -- and, importantly, it didn't result in another heated debate that swerved out of her preferred lane.
"I think it's hard for people to remember, I just love playing basketball," Clark said a few hours before matching her career high with 30 points while leading the Indiana Fever to a win over the Mystics. "This is my job. This is what I'm here for. I'm not here for all the other stuff."
The "other stuff" has been an incessant part of Clark's introduction to the WNBA, placing her unwittingly in controversy upon controversy. She has become caught in the middle of a clash between new fans and pundits who feel the need to protect her, and veteran WNBA players and observers who have longed for a broader audience and acceptance.

"It's new fans to the game. And they don't really understand the physicality of the league and how teams play every night," said New York Liberty star Jonquel Jones, left. (Noah K. Murray/AP)


The most recent drama: Clark's absence from the U.S. Olympic women's basketball roster. While it has sparked fierce debates in the sports talk realm, her response -- expressing support for the players who made the team while setting a goal to earn a spot in 2028 -- showcased both her ability to avoid land mines and her familiarity with the spotlight.
"Sometimes it stinks how much the conversation is outside of basketball," Clark said. "Everybody's going to have their opinion. Everybody's entitled to their own opinion. That's just what it is. Conversations are going to happen. It's good for women's basketball."
But is it good for her? Diana Taurasi said on ESPN during the Final Four in April that "reality is coming" for Clark. Taurasi was speaking about the difficult on-court adjustment Clark would face in a league with players who are more physically mature and experienced. Clark has dealt with that but also efforts from pundits and fans to either separate her from her peers or pit a league of predominantly Black women against a White woman.
Charles Barkley has called WNBA players "petty" for their reluctance in letting Clark take over as the face of the league. LeBron James asked them to show more appreciation for the attention Clark has brought to the sport. After Chicago Sky reserve Chennedy Carter's infamous foul, an Indiana congressman sent a letter to the WNBA calling for action against the "excessive attack." ESPN's Pat McAfee called Clark a "White b----" and later claimed it was meant to be a compliment.

Clark has had two 30-point games so far, but she also leads the league in turnovers. (Michael Conroy/AP)


Clark said she has shut down social media but can't avoid all the noise. She still watches games, still catches the occasional argument about her that goes sideways. She also hears the frustration of friends and family who don't have access to the same blinders she does.
"They see all this stuff, too. You have to remember, we're regular people with feelings. My parents have feelings. It can definitely be hard at times," Clark said. "Honestly, I feel like I have a pretty good skill of blocking everything out. I think being in this position, you better have that skill, or else it's going to break you at some point."
Her record-breaking college career at Iowa coincided with the establishment of name, image and likeness endorsements, allowing her to reach a level of celebrity that has yielded an army of passionate devotees who are quick to rush to her defense.
"It's new fans to the game. And they don't really understand the physicality of the league and how teams play every night," New York Liberty star Jonquel Jones said. "I think the longer they watch the game, the more you'll realize that we're not targeting a specific player. We're just playing hard."

Young fans watch Clark warm up before the Fever's game against the Liberty in Indianapolis last month. (Michael Conroy/AP)


Clark has played just 13 games, enough to surpass Sue Bird as the fastest player in WNBA history to reach 200 points and 75 assists. But she also leads the league in turnovers. She has had two 30-point games. She also has had one with just three points -- matching the Fever's win total so far.
University of Connecticut Coach Geno Auriemma recently said Clark "was set up for failure" by "delusional" fans expecting immediate dominance. Taurasi is the last WNBA rookie guard to make an Olympic team, in 2004. She and Seimone Augustus are the only rookie guards in the past 20 years to make the all-WNBA first or second team. Veteran players aware of Clark's reputation from college hound her the full 94 feet, knowing a shot could go up the moment she crosses half court.
Fever forward Aliyah Boston, last year's No. 1 pick, said that "it's always going to be about a lot of other stuff" when entering the league as a hyped prospect -- and that rough play is a part of it.
"Everyone just wants to prove that this is their league in a sense, because even last year, being a rookie, I took some tough hits," Boston said. "You get back up. And I think you've been able to see Caitlin do that. I know it's frustrating for her. She's in this league. She just wants to hoop. Some nights, things happen. But we're going to pick her up."
Liberty guard Sabrina Ionescu was the last big star of the pre-NIL era of college basketball. A record-breaking triple-double machine at Oregon, with enviable accuracy from three-point range, she was drafted first in 2020. She has a signature Nike shoe and got a co-sign from the late Kobe Bryant to give her hoops cred that crossed genders.
But injuries delayed her arrival as a true star in the WNBA. Now firmly established in her fifth season, Ionescu has been named an Olympian and nearly outshot NBA superstar Stephen Curry in a three-point contest during February's NBA All-Star Weekend. Her journey, she said, has required patience.

"Sometimes it stinks how much the conversation is outside of basketball," Clark said. (Angela Weiss/AFP/Getty Images)


"It's tough anytime you're a top pick coming into the league. It's like you have this target on your back, your own expectations but also the world's," Ionescu said. "Coming out of college, you're at an all-time high, breaking all these records, being the face of college basketball and then trying to prove that you belong. It's been really nice to see just how far I've come from, thinking I was never going to come out on the right side."
Anyone who has watched Clark play knows she isn't some pushover. She chirps. She taunts. She competes. But the lumps she has taken haven't just been from elbows and shoves. It's also the mental grind of carrying women's college basketball through a historic final season at Iowa, breaking every scoring record, reaching the title game for the second year in a row, losing again, then going No. 1 in the draft. She has done all that while elevating viewership for her sport and forcing WNBA teams to find larger venues for her games.
"I'm 22 years old, and there's a lot of expectations on my shoulders," Clark said. "I feel like I've grown a lot, and I'm going to continue to grow. Allowing myself a lot of grace at times is really hard because I'm a perfectionist and I want to be really good for our organization, for my teammates. And I've done some really good stuff, but also I've learned a lot, too."
Clark's presence has fetched eyeballs for the game, but much of the focus has been on her at the exclusion of others. That will change, Jones said, "as things die down, as the novelty kind of wears off a little bit. ... It's not one player. It's not two players. It's a group of individuals that make this league. The more we can dive into the stories of all of the players and really bring it to the forefront, the more we will be able to get brands and everybody else to invest into this league and really be a part of it and help it grow."
Even with the attention and the challenges, Clark said she is still finding joy in the firestorm.
"I think that's something you can never lose," she said. "It wouldn't be very fun showing up to work every day if I didn't find a lot of joy. I'm just really grateful to be in this position and whatever comes with that."

"I'm 22 years old, and, there's a lot of expectations on my shoulders," Clark said. (Greg Fiume/Getty Images)
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The world's best golfer might have the craziest footwork
There's nothing textbook about Scottie Scheffler's shuffling feet, but his technique is a key part of what separates him from the field.
By Rick Maese | 2024-06-13

(Illustration by David D. Robbins Jr./The Washington Post; Photos by Sam Hodde/Getty Images) 


PINEHURST, N.C. -- The best golfer on the planet has no interest in keeping his feet planted on said planet. Just watch Scottie Scheffler in the tee box. His Ruthian swing stands out among the game's best players not for its beauty or its artistry but because of his busy feet. Scheffler's size 111/2 Nikes are sliding all over the place. It looks as though he might roll an ankle or possibly take a tumble.
There's nothing textbook about the Scheffler shuffle, but it's a key part of what separates him from the field. The world's top-ranked golfer, who has won five times this season, enters this week's U.S. Open as the overwhelming favorite.
It starts in the tee box, where Scheffler's unconventional footwork is noticeable on nearly every visit, as well as most of his long iron shots. His front (left) foot turns and follows his shot, with the left ankle rolling along with the momentum of the swing. His back foot begins moving at contact, sliding backward and often lifting off the ground entirely -- a sprightly flair that no club pro would dare teach.
He looks like a bowler sliding near the foul line or a dancer finishing a twirl. But Scheffler's motion is about power, not grace.
"All you need to do with Scottie Scheffler is just listen to the strike," said John Fields, Scheffler's coach at the University of Texas, "and then watch the golf ball go where it goes. Never mind what it all looks like physically."

Scheffler hits a shot from the 16h tee at Pinehurst No. 2 before the U.S. Open. (Andrew Redington/Getty Images) 


Scheffler was 12 when Fields started recruiting him. The golfer was just 5 feet tall and about 100 pounds, and he already had developed happy feet in the tee box. Because he was so small, a young Scheffler would overcompensate and take mighty swings to find extra distance.
"And then as he got bigger and taller, his footwork got more, shall we say, aggressive," said Randy Smith, Scheffler's longtime coach.
Notah Begay III, an NBC golf analyst, started watching Scheffler around that time. It was the young golfer's stellar short game that really stood out, but the footwork was hard to miss. To Scheffler, it was a natural part of his swing, and Begay credits Smith for not trying to change it.

Scheffler calls his coach, Randy Smith, "kind of a savant when it comes to the swing." (Michael Reaves/Getty Images) 


"I think it was very smart of them not to address the foot issue because as anybody will ever tell you ... if it's not broken, don't fix it," he said.
Scheffler has tinkered, as golfers do. When he was younger, he tried to keep his right foot anchored to the ground. But it never felt right, and Smith encouraged him to work with what felt natural.
"I mess around with him a lot, but he really is kind of a savant when it comes to the swing," Scheffler said this week. "He has such a good understanding of my swing and where I need to be."
Smith said it's a credit to Scheffler's athleticism that he's able to pull off his unconventional routine. The swing, after all, is an athletic movement, and Scheffler manages to put his whole body into it. On the takeaway, he begins pushing his back foot into the ground, and on the backswing, he transfers all of his weight and power from the right side of his body to the left. The uncoiling of his 6-foot-3, 200-plus-pound frame can be ferocious, and the momentum carries Scheffler's feet away from their starting position.

Scheffler's partnership with swing coach Smith has led to two wins at Augusta National Golf Club (Andrew Redington/Getty Images) 


"I think my footwork was kind of how I was known to people," Scheffler said recently. "I think a lot of people maybe viewed it as not that good of a trait in my golf swing. I think some people may have said that it would be hard for me to be consistent, hard for me to play under pressure with that much action going on in my swing."
He doesn't hear that much anymore. While his sliding feet might look out of control to the naked eye, slow-motion replays show almost all of the foot movement comes after the club makes contact with the ball, so it has no impact on the ball flight. Smith, who began working with Scheffler when the golfer was 7, said his balance has never been an issue.
"If you take a picture of it at impact, it's dead on," he noted.
Scheffler is among the most consistent long-ball hitters and ball-strikers the game has seen. He enters the U.S. Open ranked No. 1 in strokes gained tee to green by more than a full shot, a massive disparity. He averages more than 301 yards per drive and is the game's 10th-most-accurate driver.
"It's funny how we all get caught up in beautiful, stick-your-finish poses," said Brandel Chamblee, a former pro and current Golf Channel analyst. "And while it is beautiful -- Rory [McIlroy] does it; it is beautiful -- nobody ever talks about the perfect balance of home run hitters, because their feet are going everywhere. They're knocking it out of the park. Golf has essentially home run hitters now."
Chamblee can rattle off others who danced around the tee box -- everyone from Walter Hagen and Johnny Miller to Greg Norman and Mark Calcavecchia -- but Scheffler's ball-striking separates him from the game's other top players. Smith said because Scheffler's legs and hips are generating so much power, the 27-year-old is able to rely on his hands for precision and skillful shot-making.

Scheffler's feet do not wind up in the same place they started for his drives and longer iron shots. (Alex Slitz/Getty Images) 


"Of all the players I've been around or seen, I don't know of too many players who have a better feel for where the clubface is during the golf swing," Smith said. "Even if it's not exactly where he wants it, by the time it gets to impact, he finds a way to get the clubface back to where he can make something out of it."
As unusual as it all looks, no one would argue with the results. In his past 16 starts, dating from August, Scheffler has finished outside the top 10 just once. He has won six tournaments and finished tied for second three times, meaning he has finished in the top two in more than half of his events. And no golfer is hotter entering the U.S. Open. Scheffler has won five of his past eight events and, as McIlroy joked this week, "The only thing that took him from winning a golf tournament was going into a jail cell for an hour."
"Every week we play," Xander Schauffele said, "he seems to build a bigger lead and somehow make the mountain even taller for all of us to climb."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2024/06/13/scottie-scheffler-footwork-swing/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wp_homepage



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



The NBA has never had an influencer quite like Jerry West
Jerry West, basketball's scrupulous savant, kept leaving his mark during a career unlike any in NBA history.
By Jerry Brewer | 2024-06-12

The statue of Jerry West outside the Lakers' home arena. (Richard Vogel/AP) 


DALLAS -- I remember the first time I saw Jerry West, the Logo, Mr. Clutch, beholder of great talent, builder of dynasties. It was October 2002 during his first preseason as general manager of the Memphis Grizzlies. After a practice, he stood in front of a basket and chatted with a young Earl Watson about his shooting form.
Watson, just 23 and trying to develop his game, had signed with Memphis because of West. And there they were, in a nondescript gym, representing a nondescript franchise, working through the subtleties of a jump shot. West grabbed a basketball and stood with Watson two feet from the hoop and used only his right hand to shoot. Everything was meticulous: elbow placement, the way he held the ball in his fingertips, the release, the follow-through. West would take several shots and give the ball to Watson. Then they would make a correction and shoot again. Then they would move back a step. They didn't take a shot beyond about eight feet. It was a simple 30-minute instruction, but it was enthralling to witness West -- whose longevity as an influential figure is unrivaled in basketball history -- operate with so much care.
The Grizzlies had been in Memphis for one season after relocating from Vancouver. In its first seven seasons, the franchise had a 124-418 record, a .229 winning percentage. But now the Grizzlies had West, the legendary Los Angeles Lakers icon and executive who also coached for a few seasons. And even though he was featured more than the players in promotions throughout Memphis, he was still the humble perfectionist from Chelyan, W.Va., who just wanted to do right by the game.
The sport celebrates his blessed life now. West died at 86 on Wednesday, on the morning before Game 3 of the NBA Finals. There is a particular poignancy to losing him during this event. It is the only thing he couldn't master as a player. He won one championship in nine Finals appearances. Six of those eight losses came to the indomitable Boston Celtics. His professional playing career, which lasted from 1960 to 1974, was a melange of excellence, misery and doggedness. There was almost a valor to his determination because he had to battle the darkness within him to keep going. The title of his memoir captured him best: "West by West: My Charmed, Tormented Life."
In that book, West worked with author Jonathan Coleman to write an unsparing and honest self-examination. In his candor, you could feel his torture. You understood his genius, too. West was so aware of his flaws yet resolute about improvement. He kept getting up, whether it was to face the Celtics again -- or himself.
He learned hard lessons about the limitations of individual greatness. In 1969, he was the Finals MVP, but the Lakers lost to the Celtics in seven games. He remains the only player to be the Finals MVP in a losing effort. West was awarded a car for his performance. It was a green Dodge Charger. It resembled the color of the Celtics' road jerseys.
In an old interview, he wore a dark suit and answered a few questions in front of the car as he accepted the MVP gift. Of the loss, he said, "I know that it's going to be particularly hard for me to understand this summer."
In his book, he wrote of that summer: "I was lost, and I was depressed. Wherever I went, I had a hard time making eye contact with people."
In 1969, the NBA also hired a branding agency to design a new logo that it still uses. It's a silhouette of West dribbling. The league has always been coy about that fact, but it's an open secret. Typical West -- he was uncomfortable being the inspiration for one of the most recognizable emblems in sports.
"It almost feels like I have to apologize for that symbol," he once said. "It's not fun."

West passes the ball to Wilt Chamberlain during a 1970 game against the Knicks in Madison Square Garden. (AP) 


When West finally broke through and helped the Lakers secure the 1972 NBA title, he struggled with his shooting, but that team -- which finished 69-13 in the regular season and set a record with 33 straight victories -- was too balanced to be denied. A champion for the first time, he still spent that offseason in deep thought.
"It was particularly frustrating because I was playing so poorly that the team overcame me," West said later. "Maybe that's what a team is all about."
That's West: conflicted, humbled but never tired. He took a lesson from every triumph and setback. West arrived in the NBA 14 years into the league's existence, and for the past 64 years, no one has had a more thorough impact on the sport. He's widely acclaimed as one of the top 20 players in history, and because he ended up influencing so many franchises, he is without peer as an executive. He sustained the "Showtime" Lakers and possessed the vision to pair Shaquille O'Neal with Kobe Bryant. In Memphis, he convinced a 69-year-old Hubie Brown to return to coaching after a 15-year absence to teach the Grizzlies how to win. In 2011, West came out of retirement to serve as an executive board member for Golden State and help the Warriors craft their dynasty. Since 2017, he had served in a similar role for owner Steve Ballmer and the Los Angeles Clippers, and while the Clippers have yet to play for a championship, they've forged a reputation as a sustainable contender.
As an executive, West contributed to eight championships. It just happens to be the same number of times that the Lakers finished as a runner-up during his playing days. But for as much as we measure West by championships won and lost, he should be remembered as a scrupulous basketball savant who was concerned with every little thing, from a young backup point guard's shooting to the finest points of player evaluation. He was known for drafting and recruiting big stars, but even if you get granular about his track record as a GM, you realize he shot a preposterously high percentage on all of his decisions.
No one has ever seen the game as clearly -- from so many angles and across so many different eras -- as West did. We must hope that, amid all his self-abuse and modesty, West realized the soaring influence he had on his profession.
"Connie, my wife, called him my 'basketball dad,' " Ballmer said in a statement. "He was absolutely my basketball sage: wise, loyal and so much fun. If you were in his presence, you felt his competitiveness and his drive. He cared about everything and everyone. From the first day I met Jerry seven years ago, he inspired me with his intellect, honesty and enthusiasm. He never stopped. I spent a lot of time with him, some of the best times of my life."
With the Celtics leading the Dallas Mavericks in the Finals, perhaps West didn't want to risk seeing his old rivals win title No. 18 and break a tie with the Lakers for the most in league history. He gets to rest now -- tormented no more, charmed forever.
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Commanders minicamp notebook: On the RB tandem and an early-arriving QB
For Kliff Kingsbury, two-back looks with Austin Ekeler and Brian Robinson Jr. could be Washington's new change of pace.
By Sam Fortier | 2024-06-13

Washington Commanders running back Austin Ekeler, center, called himself a "jitterbug" compared with the larger Brian Robinson Jr. (John McDonnell for The Washington Post)


How will the Washington Commanders use their new running back tandem of Austin Ekeler and Brian Robinson Jr.?
It's a question worth digging into because Ekeler is a new arrival and one of offensive coordinator Kliff Kingsbury's main spring experiments seems to be using two-back sets.
In his four seasons as Arizona's coach, Kingsbury rarely used sets with multiple backs; the Cardinals never had such sets in more than 3.1 percent of their snaps in a season, per TruMedia. But this spring, Kingsbury regularly has deployed split-back formations with Ekeler, Robinson and others.
Kingsbury, who is expected to major in three-wide-receiver sets, could use two-back looks as a change-up in the same way he historically has used sets of multiple tight ends.
Ekeler (5-foot-10, 200 pounds) and Robinson (6-1, 225) are complementary. The Commanders could manipulate opposing defenses with different alignments and presnap motions. Ekeler said he sees himself and Robinson less as competitors and more as "different assets."
"He's a big guy," Ekeler said during Wednesday's second day of mandatory minicamp. "He's going to catch the ball. He's going to be a strong runner coming downhill. Doesn't mean he doesn't have as much wiggle. But if you compare him to me, I'm a jitterbug out there. I'm probably going to be a little bit more maneuverable than he is."
Washington wants Robinson to improve in the passing game. Even though he broke out as a pass catcher last year -- he had 36 catches for 368 yards and four touchdowns -- most of those big plays were not designed for him.
Coach Dan Quinn, who calls minicamp a "passing camp," said Robinson has grown as a pass catcher this spring, in part because he has leaned on "somebody that's as accomplished in the passing game as Austin."
If Kingsbury sticks to one-back sets this season, the backs seem liable to fall into traditional roles: Robinson the early-down, between-the-tackles bruiser and Ekeler the passing-down receiver.
But if this spring experiment makes it to Sundays, the Commanders' offense could have a new feature. Maybe Kingsbury could even dust off this play design, which came out of a two-back set and went for a 47-yard touchdown to Zach Ertz, now with Washington.
Jayden Daniels said he arrives at work every day around 5:45 a.m. That explains why interior offensive lineman Nick Allegretti, who gets in around 6:30, hasn't beaten his quarterback to the building yet.
During rookie minicamp, Daniels said, wide receiver Luke McCaffrey asked him what time he got to the facility, and McCaffrey has showed up at 5:45 as well ever since.

Washington Commanders quarterback Jayden Daniels has been making early arrivals at Commanders Park. (John McDonnell for The Washington Post)


"Just trying to prepare myself for the day," Daniels said. "It's kind of just that routine that I had when I was in college, but now I'm in there actually walking through because I'm still learning the playbook and trying to grasp everything. So just being comfortable for the day and being ready to go out there and go out and compete at practice."
With a free rusher bearing down on him, quarterback Marcus Mariota lofted a flare pass over his head and up the field toward Ekeler. But safety Quan Martin saw it the whole way; he jumped the route, tipped the ball up with one hand and corralled the interception behind his back.
The amazing display of athleticism drew the biggest cheers of camp. Even some offensive players nodded in approval.
It's no surprise that Martin, a second-year defensive back, looks comfortable in Washington's scheme. With Quinn last year, Dallas played one of the highest rates of cover-one in the NFL, and when Martin was in college, Illinois had an extreme reliance on cover-one.
Lucas Havrisik started the kicker competition strong. The 24-year-old, who is with the team on a tryout basis, nailed each of his roughly 10 kicks Wednesday, including a 45-yarder in which the entire team crowded around, hollering and waving arms in an attempt to distract him.
He also nailed a "mayday" drill in which the field goal unit had about 16 seconds of running clock to rush in from the sideline, snap the ball and make a kick from about 30 yards.
Ramiz Ahmed remains the only kicker signed to the roster, at least for now.
Dyami Brown and Cole Turner have had a few big plays this spring. But the young wide receiver and tight end have had promising offseason workouts in the past as well. The holdovers from the previous regime are trying to show the new coaching staff they can be consistent and produce when it counts.
Linebacker Frankie Luvu missed practice with a "very minor" ankle injury, according to a person with knowledge of the situation. The team is not concerned, that person said.
Two veterans, Ertz and wide receiver Jamison Crowder, did not participate in the workout, taking what appeared to be a rest day.
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Shaken by Grayson Murray's death, golfers open up on tour challenges
Players share the frustrations, challenges and loneliness that accompany the pro game.
By Rick Maese | 2024-06-13

"I've been in many low spots where you have some negative thoughts which you don't ever want to have," said Wyndham Clark, the reigning U.S. Open champion. "Golf can do that to you." (Gregory Shamus/Getty Images)


PINEHURST, N.C. -- There might be a swing coach on a driving range or a caddie helping to read the greens -- not to mention a few hundred fans lining the fairways excitedly bearing witness, smartphones aloft and recording all the action. But when it comes time to address the ball, the tee box at a pro event can feel like the loneliest place on the golf course. The whole sport, in fact, can be isolating, a maddening solitary activity where the rewards are too often fleeting and the failures overwhelming.
"The unfortunate thing for what we do is, it is so lonely and it's very difficult," said Wyndham Clark, here this week as the defending U.S. Open champion. "Too often I think players, including myself, get tied up so much in score and outcome, and the game of golf is so frustrating and so hard. There are those really lonely times when you miss the cut, you throw your clubs in the car, you drive off, and you're very pissed off."
More than ever, players are talking openly about the frustrations, challenges and loneliness that are staples of professional golf. The past few weeks have highlighted some of the mental health challenges faced by professional golfers.
With the U.S. Open set to begin Thursday at Pinehurst No. 2, the world's best players are still reeling from the sudden loss of one of their own. Last month, Grayson Murray, a 30-year-old PGA Tour member, died by suicide hours after withdrawing from the Charles Schwab Challenge in Fort Worth. Murray had been open about his struggles with depression, anxiety and alcohol over the years.
"We're not designed to live this life on our own," Scottie Scheffler, the world's top-ranked golfer, said in a eulogy. "We all carry a lot more baggage than we let on -- myself especially."
Three days later, Lexi Thompson, a 29-year-old LPGA star, surprised the golf world when she announced plans to retire at the end of the season, citing in part the mental health "battles" and the pressures faced by life on tour.
"A lot of people don't know what we go through," she said. "The amount of training and hard work that we put ourselves through, it's a lot."
Golf long has been considered a mental test as much as a physical grind, and while those around the sport admit they don't have all the answers, many are ready to ask the questions.
"It's great that people are talking about this," said Julie Elion, a licensed sports psychologist who works with Clark. "I mean, there are some bad stories that brought us to this point. But it's good that people are willing to have some tough conversations."
Elion is there for all of the in-between moments: meeting with Clark after a round, perhaps, or before a practice session. On Tuesday, during his practice round at storied Pinehurst No. 2, Clark sidled up to Elion as he made his way from the 11th green to the 12th tee box, and the two had a lighthearted chat as he idly swung his putter. Her goal is to be a calming force for her players, a visual reminder of the mental goals they've set.
"I've been in many low spots where you have some negative thoughts which you don't ever want to have," Clark said. "Golf can do that to you. You got to do your best to not let it do that."
Elion also works with Justin Thomas and Max Homa, among others, and is well-acquainted with the demands of life on tour: the travel, the performance struggles, the myriad demands. Clark notes that the highlights fans see -- the booming drives, winding putts and joyful trophy presentation -- represent just a tiny fraction of a golf tournament.
"In reality, I'd say, 80 percent of the field storms off pretty pissed off after a lot of the rounds," he said.
Murray's suicide is not as much a wake-up call for the golfers on tour as it is a reminder. Smylie Kaufman, a former tour pro, said that for players, the season can be a blur of flights and hotels, leader boards and missed cuts. Players are removed from their families all the while, juggling internal and external pressure.
"It's very easy for every single shot that you hit to attach emotions to it," Kaufman said.
Gary Williams, the golf analyst, has seen from up close  how players struggle to adapt to life on tour. A recovering alcoholic, Williams was familiar with Murray's struggles and also his recovery.
In a recent interview, Williams noted that all the time a pro golfer spends alone can be particularly dangerous for someone in the throes of addiction.
"That is what the disease wants: It wants you isolated," he said. "It wants you alone in your thoughts, and those thoughts can then get sideways very, very quickly."
Elion urges some of her players to travel with roommates on the road, a caddie or maybe a friend. She fears what happens when the hotel room door closes and a player has idle time to replay bad shots, dwell on failures or scroll through social media toxicity. In announcing her retirement, Thompson noted that "social media never sleeps."
Depression and anxiety also can lead to substance abuse, a cycle that is hardly new on tour and certainly an issue across other sports and industries. At the peak of his playing career in 2000, Notah Begay III was arrested and charged with aggravated DUI -- a second DUI offense -- and spent seven days in jail.
"It's hard," said Begay, now an NBC analyst. "We were raised in an era where if you admit your weaknesses or you admit that you're having deep, dark thoughts, which a lot of us often have surrounding performances, personal issues and whatnot, it's viewed as a weakness."
Compared with some other sports, golf has been fairly progressive in addressing mental health. Renowned sports psychologist Bob Rotella started working with PGA Tour golfers 40 years ago, and many of the top players count a mental or performance coach as part of their teams. But the job has evolved. Many of today's mental coaches on tour are just as focused on mental health and well-being as they are performance, and Elion said the two are intimately connected. Troubles at home can affect a golfer's performance, just as frustration from a bad round can linger long after a player walks off the 18th green.
Tour officials say they're trying to line up resources to help players in all areas, though some on tour note that while there usually are physical therapists or masseuses on-site at a tournament, players have to work harder to access mental health resources.
Speaking with reporters one day after Murray's death, Jay Monahan, the PGA Tour commissioner, said he reached out to Murray after a since-deleted 2021 Twitter post in which Murray said the tour did nothing to help him with his addiction.
"Over the last several years, I spent a lot of time with him because I wanted to understand what we could do in his estimation, in his opinion, to help everybody else out here," Monahan said. "We've made a number of advancements along those lines, and it's become a real point of focus and emphasis."
The tour employs a medical adviser and maintains a mental health task force. It has a mental health support line available for players and their families and also helps connect players with mental health care providers or counseling services.
Murray's death sparked a dialogue that started last month and continues this week at the U.S. Open.
"I think it's important that we don't sweep this under the rug as an organization, as a game, as athletes," Begay said, "because we're human beings as well."
Danny Funt contributed to this report.
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Jerry West understood NBA superstars better than anyone
Jerry West remained on basketball's cutting edge, relating to the game's best across generations.
By Ben Golliver | 2024-06-12

Jerry West was a decorated NBA player and executive in a career that spanned decades. (Stephen Dunn/Getty Images)


Jerry West put Kevin Bacon to shame.
When it came to "Zeke from Cabin Creek," the shooting guard from West Virginia who became the NBA's logo and an icon of basketball in Hollywood, there were never six degrees of separation from the sport's biggest stars. Usually, there was just one.
West came into the NBA in 1960 with Oscar Robertson, the original triple-double king. Before his death at 86 on Wednesday, West served as a consultant for the Los Angeles Clippers, who signed Russell Westbrook, the modern triple-double king, last season.
Across the past 64 years, West battled Boston Celtics legends Bill Russell, Bob Cousy and John Havlicek and played alongside Wilt Chamberlain and Elgin Baylor on the Los Angeles Lakers. He coached Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, then moved into a front-office role that better fit his impeccable eye for talent as Magic Johnson's "Showtime" run unfolded. Despite his central role in the ongoing rivalry between the Celtics and Lakers, West said in 1984 that Larry Bird, not Johnson, "best approaches the kind of game I would recommend a young player model himself after."
Johnson didn't let that assessment sour their relationship, writing Wednesday that he treasured West's "golden nuggets" of advice during meetings throughout his career.
"He was there in my highest moments, winning five NBA Championships, and in my lowest moment when I announced my HIV diagnosis and we cried together for hours in his office," Johnson said on social media. "Every time I achieved a goal or crossed a milestone, one of the first calls I received was from Jerry West."
No basketball superstar was better at identifying other basketball superstars than "Mr. Clutch." West famously traded for Kobe Bryant and signed Shaquille O'Neal, building a three-championship dynasty in one week flat. Michael Jordan said in a statement that the gentlemanly West had been "like an older brother," while Lakers star LeBron James hailed West as a "mentor" and "friend." Honesty was his calling card.
"The only thing I believe in when dealing with players: You cannot ever lie to a player," West said. "Never."
West, his hair and attire always immaculate in public, played life to the final buzzer and had a remarkable knack for staying on the sport's cutting edge. When he was in his late 70s, he helped recruit Kevin Durant to team up with Stephen Curry on the Golden State Warriors in 2016. He then returned to Los Angeles, spending the past seven years with the Clippers, bending owner Steve Ballmer's ear from his courtside seat and dropping by press row to swap zingers. One of his chief responsibilities for the Clippers was to promote the new Intuit Dome, a high-tech, billion-dollar arena built for the 22nd century.
"He was absolutely my basketball sage: wise, loyal and so much fun," Ballmer said in a statement. "If you were in his presence, you felt his competitiveness and his drive. He cared about everything and everyone."
West battled internal demons to the point of being suicidal, and he peppered conversations with a profane and cutting wit. In a back hallway in an arena this past winter, he gleefully took bets on how long the Detroit Pistons' record losing streak would last. After going 1-8 in the Finals as a player before guiding eight championship teams as an executive, West never stopped keeping score. Wins and losses always mattered.
"With competitive people, the word 'dog' comes up a lot," West said. "That guy's a 'dog.' Well, I was a wolf. I used to eat dogs."
What made West so revered by the greats that followed him was that he didn't project his personal struggles or bitterness onto subsequent generations. Long before Taylor Swift, West understood eras: His time had been his time, and there was no turning back the clock. Respect, like honesty, was all important.
West left the hyperbolic excitement to Bill Walton -- another Hall of Fame player turned basketball evangelist who died last month -- but he clearly felt a kinship with the likes of Jordan, Bryant, James and Durant and was quick to publicly champion their games. That was especially true with Bryant, whom West scouted as a teenager and treated like a son. The world watched and listened as West grieved Bryant's death in a 2020 helicopter crash.
"The thing that's hardest for me is [remembering] the time I spent with him when he was 17 years old, at my house, constantly wanting me to go to the gym," West said. "Having dinner at my house. My son Ryan was his first best friend in town. Drove him around. He always talked about this Mamba mentality. He didn't have to create that; it was already there. ... This is a sad city right now: One person with one name -- Kobe. You don't even have to really mention his last name. To see the pictures of him, with his daughter, sitting at games, hugging them. To get a Christmas card from them every year. To watch this incredible family grow and prosper, it's the saddest day of my life."
This was the natural order at work: The wolf bonded with the mamba. West, it must be noted, was uncomfortable with his role as the inspiration for the NBA's logo and wanted the league to change it. The prestige and bragging rights of having his image circulated globally -- and associated with the sport he loved -- mattered less to him than his standing with his peers.
West knew he belonged to the exclusive club, but he seemed to take a special pride in opening the door to new members. Perhaps that's why Jordan beelined across the court in Cleveland, during the NBA's 75th anniversary celebration in 2022, to engulf a startled West with a bear hug from behind. On a night when Jordan's presence prompted awed responses from fellow legends and current all-stars, West merely smiled and returned the warm embrace.
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What to know about the 2024 U.S. Open, from tee times to TV schedule 
Here's what to expect from this year's national golf championship at Pinehurst No. 2 in North Carolina.
By Matt Bonesteel, Rick Maese | 2024-06-13

The U.S. Open is back at Pinehurst No. 2. (Jared C. Tilton/Getty Images) 


The U.S. open returns to Pinehurst No. 2 in North Carolina for the first time in 10 years. Here's what to expect from this year's national golf championship.
All times Eastern.
The U.S. Open begins Thursday and continues through Sunday.
Broadcast schedule
Thursday: 6:30 a.m.-5 p.m. (USA Network), 5 p.m.-8 p.m. (Peacock)
Friday: 6:30 a.m.-1 p.m. (Peacock), 1 p.m.-7 p.m. (NBC/Peacock), 7 p.m.-8 p.m. (Peacock)
Saturday: 10 a.m.-noon (USA Network), noon-8 p.m. (NBC/Peacock)
Sunday: 9 a.m.-noon (USA Network), noon-7 p.m. (NBC/Peacock)
Streaming coverage
Peacock and NBCSports.com will stream all of the broadcast coverage (subscription required) and feature separate streaming channels devoted to featured groups.
The U.S. Open will be held at Pinehurst No. 2 in North Carolina for the fourth time. The famously difficult Donald Ross design is known for its turtleback green complexes -- former pro Johnny Miller said trying to keep an approach shot on the green at Pinehurst is "like trying to hit a ball on top of a VW Beetle" -- and its complete lack of rough. Instead, golfers are tested by sand throughout the course, either in the form of bunkers or waste areas that are dotted with thick clumps of wire grass, scrub brush and pine straw.
It's a course where good shots are rewarded and bad shots are punished. In the first three U.S. Opens played at Pinehurst No. 2, only six players finished at even par or better.
Rahm withdrew from the tournament Tuesday, citing a foot injury. "To say I'm disappointed is a massive understatement!" he wrote on social media.
The 2021 U.S. Open champion was among the favorites, even after rough showings this year at the Masters (tied for 45th) and the PGA Championship (missed the cut). Rahm skipped his practice rounds and met with reporters Tuesday wearing one shoe and one flip-flop. He then formally withdrew later in the afternoon. Rahm, 29, said he has what appears to be a lesion between his toes. "It's doing better," he said Tuesday. "But definitely still in pain."
Wyndham Clark -- whose only major championship experience included four missed cuts, a tie for 75th and a tie for 76th -- held off Rory McIlroy by one stroke to win the U.S. Open at Los Angeles Country Club.
There are 156 players in the field, which features recent U.S. Open winners, top-10 finishers from last year's tournament, recent major winners and winners of top senior and amateur events, recent winners of the more important PGA Tour events from recent months, players from the top of the Official World Golf Ranking and the top golfers from tours in Europe, Asia, Africa and Australia.
This year, 67 golfers earned entry via qualifying tournaments across the globe, most of them held June 3, which has been dubbed "Golf's Longest Day" because players must complete 36 holes.
World No. 1 Scottie Scheffler is the easy top choice in betting markets. Past major winners Xander Schauffele, Rory McIlroy, Collin Morikawa, Bryson DeChambeau and Brooks Koepka are among the other favorites.
In May, the U.S. Golf Association extended a special exemption to three-time U.S. Open winner Tiger Woods, who otherwise would have not qualified. It will be Woods's fourth event of the year after withdrawing from the Genesis due to illness, finishing 60th at the Masters and missing the cut at the PGA Championship.
After Rahm's withdrawal, there will be 12 LIV golfers in the field, most of them earning entry because they won the tournament in the past or finished in the top 10 last year. LIV golfers do not earn Official World Golf Ranking points, so their avenues for qualification are limited mostly to the qualifying tournaments. This year, only four of 18 LIV golfers who tried to earn entry via qualifying tournaments were able to do so, and one of them (Sergio Garcia) got in as an alternate.
The top 60 and ties after Friday's play advance to the weekend, which makes the tournament the toughest of golf's four majors in terms of percentage of golfers who make the cut. Last year, only 41.7 percent of the field made the cut, compared with 48.7 percent at both the PGA Championship and the British Open and 62.1 percent at the Masters.
The winner receives $4.3 million and automatic entry to the tournament for the next 10 years. He also will be invited to play at the other three majors and the Players Championship for the next five years.
Golfers who finish in the top 10 receive an automatic berth in next year's U.S. Open. Golfers who finish in the top four receive an invitation to play in the next year's Masters.
It's going to be hot and dry all four days, with temperatures at 90 degrees or above and sunny skies throughout. Wind should be negligible, but the dry conditions are likely to make the greens even trickier to hold.
* starts at 10th tee




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2024/06/12/us-open-tee-times-how-watch/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wp_homepage



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



USMNT earns a 1-1 draw with mighty Brazil in last Copa America tuneup
The Americans, fresh off a disheartening performance in a loss to Colombia, bounce back to earn a draw with the five-time world champions.
By Steven Goff | 2024-06-13

Christian Pulisic celebrates after scoring on a free kick in the 26th minute for his 29th international goal. (Rich Storry/Getty Images)


ORLANDO -- The U.S. men's national soccer team will head to Copa America feeling much better about itself.
Four days after a troubling performance against Colombia, Gregg Berhalter's squad completed a two-match tuneup for the massive summer tournament with a 1-1 draw against five-time world champion Brazil.
Christian Pulisic scored on a terrific free kick midway through the first half, offsetting Rodrygo's early goal before 60,016 at Camping World Stadium.
The outcome, though, was secondary to the U.S. performance, which was a marked improvement from Saturday's 5-1 defeat in Landover, Md. The Americans played with heart, cohesion and composure against their famous yellow-clad foes, elements that were glaringly absent for much of the match at Commanders Field.
"We feel like we made a little step," Berhalter said. "It's not a huge step, but it's a little step -- to be able to play against an amazingly talented Brazil team and bend but not break and give them problems and push them as well. We think it's a good end to our preparation campaign, and we're ready for Copa America."
After a slow start, the Americans created several quality scoring chances and, if not for two sterling saves, could have come away with the upset.
The draw ended Brazil's 11-game winning streak in the 20-game series and was the first deadlock between the teams. The only U.S. victory came in 1998.
Berhalter is expected to name his 26-man Copa America roster Friday. With 27 players in camp, the fitness of forward Josh Sargent and midfielder Tyler Adams will affect final decisions.
Copa America, South America's treasured tournament dating from 1916, is the most important test for the Americans before the 2026 World Cup is staged at U.S., Mexican and Canadian venues.
U.S. group play will begin June 23 against Bolivia, South America's lowest-ranked team, in Arlington, Tex., followed by Panama on June 27 in Atlanta and group favorite Uruguay on July 1 in Kansas City, Mo.
Two teams will advance to the quarterfinals. If the United States is not one of them, Berhalter would be in grave danger of losing his job less than a year into his second term.
Despite the lopsided loss to Colombia -- and the inconsequential nature of friendlies -- Berhalter made just two lineup changes. Ricardo Pepi replaced Folarin Balogun at striker, and Yunus Musah stepped in for Johnny Cardoso at defensive midfield.
Twelve days before Brazil's tournament opener vs. Costa Rica, Brazil Coach Dorival Junior was not messing around. His starters included Vinicius Junior and Rodrygo, Real Madrid's forwards fresh off the UEFA Champions League championship June 1.
Liverpool goalkeeper Alisson, Paris Saint-Germain defender Marquinhos and Barcelona forward Raphinha were also in the lineup.
The Americans were not intimidated, taking the game to Brazil in the early moments. Musah drove a 30-yard screamer off the crossbar, and Pulisic tested Alisson from 25 yards after making an assertive run.
Brazil shrugged.
In the 17th minute, Bruno Guimaraes headed U.S. goalkeeper Matt Turner's short clearance to Raphinha in an acre of space. With U.S. defenders stretched, Raphinha's silky diagonal pass set up Rodrygo for a 10-yard finish to the far corner.
The Americans answered seven minutes later. Joao Gomes took down Pulisic at the edge of the penalty area. On the ensuing free kick, Brazil's wall was misaligned. Pulisic took advantage of a wide gap and placed a low shot into the left corner for his 29th goal in 68 international matches.
A halftime tie was a 45-minute victory for the U.S. team.
Brazil set the tone in the second half, but U.S. defenders closed space and made smart tackles in shielding Turner. The goalkeeper was still tested plenty but made 11 saves -- the most by a U.S. goalkeeper since Tim Howard's 15-stop performance vs. Belgium at the 2014 World Cup.
A breakthrough moment for the United States presented itself in the 68th minute. Right back Joe Scally crossed to Weston McKennie, who set up Pulisic alone in the penalty area for a 12-yard one-timer. Alisson got down quickly, fully extending himself and slapping the ball with his left glove.
Turner took his turn in the 74th minute on Rodrygo's angled threat.
Adams, the 2022 World Cup captain hampered by injuries, made his first appearance in the two-game set, entering in the 75th minute.
Eight minutes later, Pulisic set up substitute Brenden Aaronson at the doorstep, but Alisson intervened.
Back and forth the game went -- elevating a harmless friendly into a tense finish. Turner made another standout save, and his team dodged threats in stoppage time for a much-needed draw.
"When I saw the guys in the locker room after the game, they're exhausted," Berhalter said. "They gave everything, and that's all you can ask for. So we'll use that little bit of momentum to head into Copa America."
Note: Should the U.S. men win their 2026 World Cup first-round group, they would remain on the West Coast for the round of 32, FIFA announced. That game would take place at Levi's Stadium in Santa Clara, Calif.
Inglewood, Calif. (two games) and Seattle will stage U.S. group matches, FIFA previously announced.
A second-place finish would send the Americans to AT&T Stadium in Arlington, Tex. By being one of the top third-place teams, they would end up in any of eight venues.
By placing first or second in the group, the U.S. squad would be on a pathway to play in the round of 16 in Seattle or Atlanta and in a quarterfinal in Inglewood or Kansas City.
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The WNBA is exploding. But for TV rights, the NBA is still in charge.
As ratings rise, media companies won't decide how much the WNBA is worth. The NBA will.
By Ben Strauss | 2024-06-12

The arrival of Caitlin Clark, among other factors, is sparking major growth for the WNBA. (Noah K. Murray/AP)


The good news for the WNBA can't stop. The league's TV ratings are setting records seemingly every night. Players, long shunted to the background of popular sports culture, have shoe deals and starring roles in commercials. Caitlin Clark is the most-talked-about athlete in America (for better or worse, but mostly better).
And there's more to come.
The league is set to receive a windfall for its broadcast rights, which expire next season and are valued at around $60 million per year, according to people familiar with the figures. The NBA, which owns roughly 60 percent of the women's league, is in the process of negotiating that deal, which Bloomberg and the Wall Street Journal reported will be worth more than $7 billion per year for both leagues, up from the roughly $2.7 billion the NBA gets per year in its current deal.
The WNBA's share could be transformative, with several media executives predicting the league could triple its annual rights revenue to somewhere between $180 million and $200 million or more. But there's a quirk: Media companies won't decide how much the WNBA's media rights are worth. The NBA will.
The NBA is soliciting one total bid from media companies that does not separate the values of the NBA and the WNBA rights, according to people familiar with the process, and some media companies involved in the bidding are not assigning a specific figure to the WNBA rights. That means the NBA's massive deal could be rocket fuel for the WNBA -- or that the WNBA's increased popularity is more of an afterthought. It also could be a bit of both.
"If you're not getting a number from the media companies, then you are hanging on to the NBA," said Laura Gentile, an industry consultant and ESPN's former chief marketing officer. "You're saying it's a rounding error in the grand scheme of business. Maybe that's the case, but it doesn't help the ecosystem grow. Women's sports wants accountability; they want their growth projections to matter."
The concern is not necessarily that the NBA will undervalue the WNBA's rights. One media executive with knowledge of the talks suggested media companies recognize the increasing value of the WNBA regardless of whether they ascribe a specific figure to its rights. But some wonder what that strategy potentially says about the league's future growth.
"Even if the money is less, I would rather have independent money," said David Samson, the former president of MLB's Miami Marlins and host of the "Nothing Personal" podcast, "because then you have a real business. ... If a media company says we value the WNBA at X, that's a real value of what the WNBA's rights are. Otherwise, it's like buying social media followers: perceived value but not real."
In interviews, several WNBA executives said they did not share those concerns. As long as the money arrives, they said, it's not important how it gets there. And regardless of the accounting, there are other reasons the leagues should partner, many of those people said. The leagues share resources and cross-promote, and the NBA can leverage its larger fan base to demand more exposure, better time slots and other support for the WNBA.
"It's a huge advantage to us to go to market with the NBA," WNBA Commissioner Cathy Engelbert told The Washington Post. "Especially with streaming services who rely on a 12-month subscription model. If we're only there for 41/2 months ... how attractive is that? But we and the NBA are maybe the only sports properties that can give 330 days of live programming -- almost the entire year. That's hugely valuable to a subscription platform."
Added William Mao, senior vice president in the media rights consulting division at the Octagon agency: "There is value to the leagues and the media companies to have this overall halo effect around pro basketball." He added that he expected the WNBA would "get the same multiple" of its current deal whether negotiating alone or with the NBA.

New stars including the Chicago Sky's Angel Reese and Los Angeles Sparks' Cameron Brink are fueling ratings increases for the WNBA. (Charles Rex Arbogast/AP)


Independent of the media deals, the new burst of attention has plenty of stakeholders around the WNBA hoping to make sure its governing and business structures are ready to capitalize. Some of that has to do with how much to lean on the NBA, the benefits of which can be obvious. Joe Lacob, owner of the NBA's Golden State Warriors, recently paid a $50 million expansion fee to secure the rights to a Bay Area WNBA team, which has used the Warriors' existing infrastructure to launch. The Golden State Valkyries, a reference to a female warrior of Norse mythology, start play next season.
That investment is also crucial when WNBA revenue still lags far behind that of other American sports leagues. It was between $180 million and $200 million, Bloomberg reported last year -- a fraction of the more than $10 billion the NBA earns. NBA Commissioner Adam Silver said in 2018 that the WNBA had lost an average of more than $10 million per year since its founding, which means the NBA has invested hundreds of millions in the league since its inception. This year, the WNBA and its teams still are expected to lose around $50 million, according to two people with knowledge of the figures, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to discuss the league's finances.
"The truth is, this league would be hard-pressed to exist without the NBA," said one WNBA team executive, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because the executive wasn't authorized to speak publicly about the league's finances.
What remains confusing, even to some around the league, is how the ownership structure of the WNBA works. The NBA's stake in the league includes its original investment in 1996, in addition to the owners who jointly own NBA and WNBA franchises. It also includes an additional percentage from a $75 million capital raise in 2022 by the WNBA -- investors included Nike, some NBA team owners and former secretary of state Condoleezza Rice.
The amount of equity the WNBA sold, which not all league owners supported, was around 15 percent, people familiar with the figures said. That suggests the league was valued at around $500 million. (Teams were not included in the valuation. The money, Engelbert said at the time, was used for player marketing and fan engagement.)
Now, the league is in line for more cash infusions in addition to the media rights deal. Toronto is also set to get an expansion team, and another city -- possibly Portland, Ore. -- could soon follow, with each new team paying the league a hefty expansion fee. Engelbert has said she wants the league to have 16 teams.
Multiple people connected to the WNBA, however, cautioned that only around 40 percent of WNBA revenue actually reaches the league's teams and players. The NBA gets around 40 percent, and the outside investors get a percentage, too. That, the people said, affects franchise valuations and the financial windfall from the new TV deal. (That's a different setup from the NBA, where revenue is distributed equally among its 30 teams. The disbursements in both leagues come after league office expenses are covered.)
The WNBA currently has a salary cap of around $1.4 million for each team, which puts the average salary for each player at a little more than $100,000. Also hanging over the league: the expectation that the players will opt out of the collective bargaining agreement next year. In the past, the players have been frustrated by what they view as a lack of transparency about the league's finances.
Another lingering question in WNBA circles is how league decisions are made. When Engelbert announced the league would pay for charter flights ahead of this season, plenty were pleased but didn't understand what had changed or who ultimately signed off on the expense, which Engelbert said would cost $25 million per year for the 12 teams. Others around the league believed it was Engelbert's call.
The same questions arise around expansion, with some around the league unsure who approves expansion groups: the WNBA or the NBA. Engelbert reports to Silver, and the marketing and communications departments for the WNBA report to the NBA as well. (A WNBA spokesman referred all questions for this story to the NBA. An NBA spokesman declined to comment.)
The point, these people said, wasn't that the relationship doesn't work but that building an infrastructure to support the WNBA's growth remains critical. The WNBA has taken some of those steps, such as appointing a chief growth officer.
Ultimately, the WNBA's growth is plain to see. And person after person who spoke with The Post had another prediction: The WNBA is likely to have its own media rights deals whenever they are next negotiated.
Kareem Copeland contributed to this report.
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Falcons lose fifth-round pick for tampering with Kirk Cousins, others
The NFL stripped the Faclons of a fifth-round draft pick and fined them $250,000 after concluding that they violated the league's tampering rules.
By Mark Maske | 2024-06-13

Falcons quarterback Kirk Cousins speaks to reporters after a Falcons' offseason practice. (Brynn Anderson/AP) 


The NFL stripped the Atlanta Falcons of a fifth-round draft choice and fined them $250,000 after determining in an investigation that the team violated the sport's tampering rules in its dealings with quarterback Kirk Cousins and two other players connected to their free agent signings in March.
The league cleared the Philadelphia Eagles of wrongdoing in their interactions with running back Saquon Barkley. The NFL had been reviewing both matters since March, based on issues involving the two-day negotiating period before the official opening of the free agent market on March 13.
The NFL cited discussions about "logistical" issues, such as travel arrangements, in imposing its penalties on the Falcons. The league also fined the team's general manager, Terry Fontenot, $50,000. It said in a written statement that it informed the Falcons of "the discipline being imposed for violations of the Anti-Tampering Policy related to improper contact" with Cousins, wide Darnell Mooney and tight end Charlie Woerner "during the two-day negotiating period prior to the start of the 2024 League Year."
The Falcons will lose their fifth-round pick in next year's draft.
Under NFL rules, teams are permitted to contact and negotiate prospective deals with agents of players from other teams who are eligible for unrestricted free agency during that two-day period. Teams are prohibited from having direct contact with those players during that period unless the players represent themselves. Cousins and Barkley are represented by agents and thus don't qualify for that exception.
Any deals that teams lined up with free agents from other teams could not be official until the formal opening of the free agent market at 4 p.m. Eastern on March 13, which was the start of the new league year. Those rules do not apply to teams re-signing their own free agents or to players who were available after being released by their teams.
Media outlets reported Cousins's four-year, $180 million deal with the Falcons and Barkley's three-year, $37.75 million deal with the Eagles on March 11, and the teams announced the deals on March 13. Cousins's agreement with the Falcons was announced by his agent, Mike McCartney, on social media March 11, without disclosing the financial terms. The Falcons held an introductory news conference for Cousins in Flowery Branch, Ga., on March 13. Cousins left the Minnesota Vikings after six seasons.
"While the policy permits clubs to engage with and negotiate all aspects of an NFL player contract with the certified agent of any prospective unrestricted free agent during the two-day negotiating period, any direct contact between the player and an employee or representative of the club is prohibited," the NFL said in its statement regarding the penalties imposed on the Falcons. "This includes discussion of travel arrangements or other logistical matters, which the club acknowledges took place with regard to these three players."
Cousins spoke during his introductory news conference about Falcons tight end Kyle Pitts recruiting him to the team for weeks (which would not necessarily violate tampering rules) and about being in contact with a member of the Falcons' training staff. Cousins had his 2023 season ended in October when he suffered a torn Achilles' tendon in his right leg during a Vikings' victory over the Green Bay Packers at Lambeau Field.
Cousins is months from playing his first game with the Falcons, but his tenure with his new team already has been tumultuous. Amid the league's tampering investigation, the Falcons left many observers puzzled when they used the No. 8 overall selection in April's NFL draft on a quarterback, Washington's Michael Penix Jr.
The Falcons also signed Mooney and Woerner in March.
"We are pleased this review is complete," the Falcons said Thursday in a written statement issued through a spokesman. "We cooperated fully with the league and its review, and appreciate the NFL's thoroughness. As we do with every process, we will review how we operate and look for ways to improve."

Eagles running back Saquon Barkley speaks to media members last month in Philadelphia. (Matt Rourke/AP) 


The Eagles were not punished after the NFL did not find evidence that they violated the tampering rules during the process by which they signed Barkley in free agency in March.
The Eagles declined to comment Thursday. They reportedly had denied having impermissible contact with Barkley after Barkley's former college coach at Penn State, James Franklin, was quoted speaking about a "sales pitch" to Barkley by Eagles General Manager Howie Roseman. Barkley said at his introductory news conference on March 14 in Philadelphia that Franklin had "misinterpreted" the situation and the Eagles had communicated with him only "through my agent."
The NFL said in a statement Thursday that after "a thorough review," it "did not discover sufficient evidence to support a finding that the Anti-Tampering Policy was violated" in the Eagles case.
The league said that it "reviewed phone logs, text messages and other documents related to Philadelphia's free agency strategy and decision to sign Barkley" and interviewed Roseman, Coach Nick Sirianni, Barkley and Franklin. The NFL said that it could reopen the investigation "should new evidence be uncovered."
Barkley left the New York Giants after six seasons.
The NFL fined the Kansas City Chiefs $250,000 and stripped the team of third- and sixth-round draft picks in 2016 for, according to the league, violating tampering rules with wide receiver Jeremy Maclin during the previous year's free agent negotiating window. The league also fined Chiefs Coach Andy Reid $75,000 and John Dorsey, then the team's general manager, $25,000.
The league suspended Miami Dolphins owner Stephen Ross, fined him $1.5 million and stripped the team of first- and third-round draft choices in 2022 after finding that Ross and the Dolphins committed tampering violations involving quarterback Tom Brady and coach Sean Payton. But the Dolphins case did not relate directly to the free agent negotiating period.
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Sports TV and radio listings for D.C. region
Channels and times for today's games.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-06-13
MLB
1 p.m. Washington at Detroit -- MASN2, WJFK (106.7 FM), WDCN (87.7 FM)
1 p.m. Atlanta at Baltimore -- MASN, WIYY (97.9 FM), WSBN (630 AM)
2 p.m. New York Yankees at Kansas City -- MLB Network
7 p.m. Philadelphia at Boston -- MLB Network
9:30 p.m. Los Angeles Angels at Arizona -- Fox Sports 1
STANLEY CUP FINALS
8 p.m. Game 3: Florida at Edmonton -- WJLA (Ch. 7), WMAR (Ch. 2)
WNBA
7 p.m. Seattle at Dallas -- ESPN
GOLF
6:30 a.m. U.S. Open, first round -- USA Network
3 p.m. LPGA Tour: Meijer LPGA Classic, first round -- Golf Channel
TENNIS
5 a.m. ATP/WTA: Libema Open, early rounds; ATP: Stuttgart Open, early rounds; WTA: Rothesay Open, early rounds -- Tennis Channel
PROFESSIONAL SOFTBALL
6 p.m. Athletes Unlimited: Team Leach vs. Team Warren -- ESPNU
8:30 p.m. Athletes Unlimited: Team Wiggins vs. Team Warren -- ESPNU
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English defender Esme Morgan signs four-year deal with Spirit
The 23-year-old made 87 appearances in six seasons at Manchester City and will likely contend for a spot at center back in Washington.
By Ella Brockway | 2024-06-13

(iStock) 


English national team defender Esme Morgan will join the Washington Spirit from Manchester City this summer on a four-year contract, the NWSL club announced Thursday.
Morgan, 23, made her professional debut at 16 and went on to make 87 appearances across all competitions for Manchester City, winning the FA Cup and the League Cup.
The Sheffield native has made eight appearances for the English national team and was a member of the World Cup squad during the Lionesses' run to the final last year.
"I wanted to join the Spirit because they have the ambition and tools to be the best team in the NWSL, and trying to achieve that will be a great but enjoyable challenge," Morgan said in a news release. "On an individual level too, the opportunity to work under [incoming coach] Jonatan [Giraldez], one of the world's best coaches, is really exciting and I look forward to learning from him and pushing myself to become the best player I can be, hopefully helping the team to success."

Jonatan Giraldez is set to join the Washington Spirit this summer. (Miguel Tona/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock) 


Morgan's deal runs through the 2027 season. The transfer fee was not disclosed. She is eligible to join the Spirit for training starting July 15, but will not be on a game-day roster until the NWSL summer transfer window opens Aug. 1.
After making 15 league starts in the 2022-23 season, Morgan started five games this past season. She has played various positions across the back line for both Manchester City and England, and will likely contend for a spot at center back for the Spirit.
"Esme is an exceptional talent and we're thrilled to add her [to] this talented Spirit roster," General Manager Mark Krikorian said. "We expect the success she's had at the highest level in England to translate well as she joins the most competitive league in women's soccer."
The Spirit (9-3-0) is third in the NWSL standings and unbeaten in its past four matches.
Giraldez will coach his final game at Barcelona on Sunday before taking over the Spirit on a full-time basis. Another international signing, Colombian winger Leicy Santos, is set to join Washington later this summer.
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D.C. United captain Steven Birnbaum out indefinitely with left knee issue
The 33-year-old center back underwent preseason surgery and was initially expected to miss at least four matches. 
By Steven Goff | 2024-06-13

Steven Birnbaum has appeared in six matches this year, starting the past four. (David Kirouac/USA TODAY Sports)


D.C. United captain Steven Birnbaum will be sidelined indefinitely after reaggravating his left knee, Coach Troy Lesesne said Thursday, further depleting the defensive ranks as the MLS team enters the second half of the season.
The 33-year-old center back underwent preseason surgery and was initially expected to miss at least four matches. Because of a setback and the team's cautionary approach, Birnbaum ended up sitting out the first 11.
He appeared in the past six games, including four consecutive starts, but left at halftime of  United's match against Toronto FC on June 1.
"It's something he has been playing through for a couple years now," Lesesne said. "Some issues have cropped up here and there for him with it, but this year, unfortunately right from the beginning, it happened again with that same knee and he had to get it cleaned up with surgery."
Additional surgery does not seem necessary, Lesesne said, "but it is aggravated in a way that it's probably going to keep him out for a little bit longer than we want. ... I would tell you exactly what the timeline was, if I knew."
Birnbaum, who has spent his entire 11-year MLS career in Washington, is third on United's career list in regular season appearances with 254, trailing Jaime Moreno (340) and Bill Hamid (279).
The team's defensive corps is thin. Part-time starter Conner Antley is out for the year after tearing an ACL on May 11. Two weeks later, full-time starter Christopher McVey strained a knee, sidelining him until probably mid-July. Defensive midfielder Russell Canouse is expected to miss the entire season after undergoing colon surgery.
Help will have to wait because the MLS transfer and trade window does not open until July 18. United does have a deal in place for Austrian left back David Schnegg, who will replace Mohanad Jeahze, a Swede who did not fit into Lesesne's plans.
After McVey's injury, center back Matai Akinmboni was recalled from his season-long loan to second-division Loudoun United. The 17-year-old homegrown returned this week from U.S. under-19 national team duty, where he started in away victories against Argentina and Uruguay.
D.C. (4-6-7) has conceded at least two goals in five of the past seven matches and has gone 11 games without a shutout. The second half of the 34-game schedule begins Saturday at Charlotte FC (7-6-4).
Meantime, Lesesne said striker Christian Benteke (13 goals) is "fully fit" after leaving the Toronto match with a muscular injury. Benteke is second in the league in scoring behind Real Salt Lake's Cristian Arango (16).
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Musk says his pay package is approved by Tesla shareholders
Investors and Musk's supporters, including X CEO Linda Yaccarino, applauded the results. The tally will be finalized at a shareholder meeting later Thursday.
By Faiz Siddiqui, Trisha Thadani | 2024-06-13

Tesla CEO Elon Musk, seen on Capitol Hill in September, tweeted Wednesday night that enough shareholders had voted to re-approve his 2018 pay package. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


SAN FRANCISCO -- Tesla shareholders re-approved Elon Musk's controversial 2018 pay package by a wide margin, Musk posted on X Wednesday night, appearing to resolve an uncertainty that has loomed over his future with the company.
A Delaware judge invalidated the package, worth as much as $56 billion earlier this year, arguing that the process that led to the deal had been unfair. As part of the deal, Musk was granted stock options as Tesla hit certain valuation milestones, accumulating massive amounts of shares that led to a record pay deal and played a hand in making Musk the richest person in the world.
Musk, in his post, indicated that the number of votes in favor of restoring his pay had surpassed a threshold needed to guarantee a victory on his part. The full results are expected to be revealed Thursday at Tesla's shareholder meeting in Austin.
The shareholder vote does not immediately restore Musk's pay, but it sends a strong signal that he has the broad support of Tesla's investors. Tesla's stock jumped by around six percent after the market opened Thursday, adding around $30 billion in market value.
In the months leading up to the vote, investors large and small were split on whether to support the package. While some major shareholders criticized him as a distracted leader who doesn't deserve such a reward, others lauded him for being a generational genius.
"Our answer is clear, loud and unequivocal: Tesla is better with Elon. Tesla is Elon," said Ron Baron, a billionaire and investor in Tesla, who said Musk was indispensable to Tesla and that his compensation must recognize that fact.
Investors and Musk's supporters, including X CEO Linda Yaccarino, applauded the preliminary results late Wednesday. Musk -- who remains among the richest people regardless of whether he keeps the pay package -- also pledged in a post Wednesday night that he would make Tesla the most valuable company on Earth.
Musk and a Tesla spokesperson did not immediately respond to requests for comment late Wednesday.
"This shows that shareholder votes can matter," James Park, a professor at the UCLA School of Law, who studies securities regulation and corporate law, said this week before the vote. "Sometimes they are just rubber-stamping what the board has proposed, but this is corporate democracy in action."
In a January post on X, Musk threatened to pull back from the company and build futuristic technology -- such as robotics and artificial intelligence -- "outside of Tesla," before the invalidated pay package threatened to further erode his control. Such a future was a daunting prospect for the electric-vehicle maker, as it reels from weak sales, global competition and mass layoffs.
Several key investors were vocal about their position ahead of Thursday's meeting, but others stayed silent, leaving the result unclear until Musk's X post late Wednesday night. Tesla's largest investors, Vanguard Group, BlackRock and State Street, which collectively own about 17 percent of Tesla stock, did not publicly state their positions. None responded to requests for comment Wednesday night.
After the decision from Delaware's Court of Chancery in January, Musk had also unleashed on the state where Tesla -- and many businesses -- are incorporated.
"Never incorporate your company in the state of Delaware," he posted, before launching a poll and announcing a decision to hold a shareholder vote on incorporating in Texas instead. In his post Wednesday, Musk said shareholders also approved Tesla incorporating in Texas.
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Your employer might be spying on your tech. Here's how to check.
Six things you can do to get a sense of whether your work is watching what you do on your devices, according to experts.
By Danielle Abril | 2024-06-13

(Illustration by Elena Lacey/The Washington Post)


Your employer may be able to see everything you're doing on your phone or computer. They might know you're reading this article right now. (Hi!) But how can you be sure?
Companies have a growing number of ways to keep tabs on workers. They can gather details from common workplace apps and use special monitoring software to see what's happening on the company's WiFi. The goal may be to protect sensitive company information or track employee performance, but there are bigger privacy implications for the people being watched.
"There's little transparency," said Hayley Tsukayama, associate director of legislative activism at the digital rights group Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF). "Even figuring out what is on your computer can be a huge step to figuring out how you want to deal with it."
While there's no foolproof way to know whether you're being monitored, some techniques could provide insight, according to privacy and security experts.

Help Desk reporter Danielle Abril shares a few simple tips to find out if your job is monitoring your devices and how to avoid being spied on.


You're at a higher risk for spying if you're using a company-issued device, which offers the least privacy and will ultimately return to your employer, experts say. But you also could be exposed if you downloaded work software on your personal device or use their networks. To be safe, do these checks on any device or network you use for work.
There are a few settings on your smartphones and computers that may allow for your workplace to remotely monitor you.
Check to see whether your device has mobile device management software, or MDM, installed. That allows your employer to remotely monitor your activities and take control of the devices. On an iPhone, go to Settings - General - VPN - Device Management. You should see a profile listed if your employer is using the software. On an Android, search for a setting called Device Admin Apps (the setting name may differ slightly depending on your device). On a Windows laptop, go to Settings - Accounts - Access Work or School. It's under Privacy & Security - Profiles on a Mac.

If mobile device management software is installed on your device, you will see it in the VPN & Device Management tab in your iPhone settings. (Washington Post illustration)


Another way to check for software that employers use -- also called "bossware" -- is to review what's running in the background on your laptop by checking your task manager or activity monitor, Tsukayama said. For quick access on PCs, press Ctrl + Alt + Delete. On a Mac, you can access the activity monitor by clicking on Utilities in your apps folder. Scroll through the list of running apps and Google the ones you don't recognize.
Coworker.org, an organization that aims to support workers, offers a list of bossware and employment tech for which to look. Note that some programs may be invisible to you, Tsukayama said, citing EFF research.
Look for remote sharing settings, which would allow your employer to remotely control your device, including the microphone and camera, advises privacy researchers Diana Freed, a fellow at the Berkman Klein Center for Internet and Society at Harvard University, and Julio Poveda, a PhD student at the University of Maryland. On Macs, it will be under System Settings - General - Sharing. On Windows, it should be under Settings - System.
Finally, check to see whether you are the administrative account for your device. Start-up screens may ask you to log in as a separate user than the administrator, or your computer may prompt you for an administrative password anytime you try to download an app. That could indicate your employer has control of your device, Tsukayama said.

On Google Chrome, users can check the extensions installed on their browsers by clicking the puzzle piece on the top right corner of the screen. (Washington Post illustration) 


It's not just hidden apps and settings that are tracking you. Scroll through all of the applications installed on your laptop and research any you don't know. Which are regularly asking you to install updates? Are you familiar with what those apps do? Were you ever asked to install an app for troubleshooting with your IT department?
"Be curious," Tsukayama advised. "Also look for the marketing material for the app you find. They will often list, as features, the things they can do."
Check your web browser extensions, recommends Mark Ostrowski, an engineering lead at cybersecurity firm Check Point Software Technologies. If you have browser extensions that are part of your company's security tools, they will probably make themselves known, he added. A pop-up might warn you not to put patient information into ChatGPT, for example. Or it may say that it's checking files you download for malicious content.
While these extensions usually monitor for security issues, things such as malware or the release of sensitive data, they can also track user habits. If the company decided to audit you, they may see that you've been spending half the day shopping on Amazon, Ostrowski said.
Also avoid downloading personal extensions on the same browser licensed to, he added. Don't download the Garmin web extension to your company-provided Chrome browser if you don't want your employer to be able to access your workout activities.

On Apple computers, users can check which WiFi they're using by going to the Apple logo on the top left of their screens and clicking System Settings. (Washington Post illustration) 


Using your company's WiFi or virtual private network (VPN) could also leave you exposed.
Even if you're on a personal device on a work network, your employer may be able to see activities including messages, browsing activity and social media posts, Ostrowski said. Any traffic flowing through a company VPN, which companies often use for security purposes, can also potentially be monitored, Freed and Poveda said. Use your personal hotspot over company connections for personal activities. You can also use a personal VPN on a personal laptop without company software on the work WiFi, Ostrowski said.
A lot of what you do is collected by your workplace apps. Even if you don't use company devices or networks, your boss still may be able to get a sense of what you're typing, searching or saying.
Tools like Microsoft Office, Slack, Google Workplace and Zoom often track user activity for safety, security or compliance. But they also allow administrator accounts (that's your employer) to retrieve information in some cases.
"If I [an employer] want to look at the content of the email that you're sending through the corporate account, that can be done today directly between the [software provider] and the company's security team," Ostrowski said. "There's no way for the employee to see that."
That means your employer may be able to see an email you sent your doctor or a message to your colleague criticizing your boss. They could see how many meetings you attended and whether you had your camera or microphone on during them.
New AI technologies are coming that can offer companies new, more thorough opportunities for surveillance in the future.
A majority of Americans oppose the use of AI to evaluate performance (39 percent), track what people are doing on their computers (51 percent), and whether workers are at their desks (56 percent), according to a survey from Pew Research Center.
"Workers don't have a lot of legal rights [here]," Tsukayama said. "So you don't have much ground to push back."
What can you do? Review your workplace policies. Not all employers will outline the surveillance they use, but some do, Tsukayama said. If you are part of a union, ask for guidance and rely on them when you have concerns. You can also ask the IT department directly.
The best protection? Keep your personal and work data separate. If you're worried about your employer seeing your child's baby pictures, sensitive medical information or flirtatious text messages to your partner, keep them off the devices you use for work, if possible. Even if it means carrying two phones.
"Once you put it out there, just assume it can be seen," Ostrowski said.
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Gen Z influencers who supported Biden in 2020 turn against him
The Gaza war, lack of progress on climate change and a potential TikTok ban are spawning anti-Biden content -- even among former supporters.
By Taylor Lorenz | 2024-06-13

PHILADELPHIA, PA - May 29, 2024: US President Joe Biden delivers remarks during a campaign event at Girard College in Philadelphia, Pa on Wednesday May 29, 2024. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


In 2020, hundreds of top TikTok content creators banded together in service of a single goal: get Joe Biden elected. They posted videos, hosted online events and spent hours educating followers to help Biden defeat Donald Trump.
Four years later, the coalition once known as TikTok for Biden is now called Gen-Z for Change -- and so far, it has not endorsed Biden's reelection.
"Biden is out of step with young people on a number of key issues," said the coalition's founder, Aidan Kohn-Murphy, 20, who called "the frustrations of young progressive leaders a barometer of widespread dissatisfaction among Gen Z voters."
Across TikTok, Instagram, YouTube and Twitch, anger and resentment toward Biden are boiling among Gen Z content creators who say they feel disaffected and betrayed by Biden's positions on an array of issues, including the war in Gaza, the climate crisis and the president's decision to support a potential TikTok ban. The rift has been exacerbated by the White House's evolving strategy of courting friendly influencers while shutting out others who have been critical of the administration.
When Biden took office in 2021, the White House sought to fortify its relationships with Gen Z content creators, working with them to promote the rollout of the coronavirus vaccine and briefing them on key issues. At one such briefing on the war in Ukraine in 2022, press secretary Jen Psaki and Matt Miller, special adviser for communications at the White House National Security Council, told influencers that Biden viewed them as the "new media" and would strive to keep them informed.
Lately, however, the influencer strategy seems to have shifted, both at the White House and within the Biden campaign, influencers say.
"I have noticed that there have been a lot more events with creators, but the creators that are getting invited are the creators who are very pro Biden and just parroting talking points or sharing photo ops of them smiling with the President. Not the creators who have been critical," said Kahlil Greene, a history content creator and education advocate in Washington who said he hasn't been invited to the White House since he criticized the administration over the TikTok ban and the war in Gaza.
Annie Wu Henry, a political influencer and digital strategist who has worked on Democratic campaigns, agreed. While the White House once treated creators as independent media, she said, they now seem to be playing favorites.
Biden's team "is trying to say that they're handling influencers like the press. But the thing is, the press briefing room has to have Fox News no matter what. They have to allow all of the media in," Henry said. "When it comes to influencers, they only let in people who agree, and anyone who gives even a little bit of pushback is not welcome."
This picking and choosing has had stark consequences for Biden: In the first four months of this year, nearly a quarter of top left-leaning content creators on TikTok have posted anti-Biden content, according to CredoIQ, a social media analytics firm, with those posts collectively amassing over 100 million views.
Much of the anti-Biden content is being posted by young, non-White liberals with "shared ideology that the U.S. Government, and specifically Joe Biden, want to stop the flow of free speech and information," CredoIQ found. "This perceived assault on free speech is enabling anti-Biden sentiment to leap from a smaller demographic of pro-Palestine young progressives" -- who are outraged by Biden's support for Israel as it wages a brutal war in Gaza -- "to a potentially market-moving bloc of unenthusiastic young voters that are upset with the TikTok ban."
According to a recent poll conducted by Morning Consult, two-thirds of Gen Z voters -- 67 percent -- say Biden's decision to back legislation that could lead to a TikTok ban has made them less likely to vote for him in November. Smaller groups say they have been turned off by the president's handling of the war in Israel (46 percent) and Biden's approval of new oil and gas drilling projects on federal land (38 percent).
A White House spokesperson said administration officials "continue to have substantive meetings and discussions with creators who hold a variety of viewpoints - including those who disagree with us on important issues."
"This White House has taken historic steps to engage digital creators, and works hard to meet Americans where they are," the spokesperson said. "... We'll continue to elevate their voices and utilize a variety of platforms to reach Americans who don't closely follow traditional news."
Democrats have long struggled to compete with conservatives online. While Trump and other conservatives enjoy the support of a vast cohort of right-wing content creators and platforms, Democrats have tried to recruit influencers to amplify their message. As president, Barack Obama courted Vine stars and sat for interviews on policy initiatives with YouTubers during his second term. During the 2020 campaign, Biden established a partnership team for influencers in July, shortly before the Democratic convention.
This time around, the Biden campaign started its influencer outreach earlier and on a broader scale, according to a person familiar with the strategy. Dozens of staffers are focused on courting content creators, and the campaign has partnered with more than 550 of them. It is advertising for a manager position to develop partnerships with meme pages -- social media accounts where users post entertaining images and videos -- that pays up to $85,000 per year.
While some influencers feel unfairly excluded, Biden supporters say the campaign is genuinely struggling to respond to a rapidly evolving media landscape in which some influencers think of themselves as traditional journalists while others are paid for their views.
"I think they're in a political pickle. There's just not a traditional comms structure for creators," said pro-Biden political content creator Keith Edwards. "If they were press, this type of [restricted access] would be outrageous, but they're in this strange space where they occupy media attention, but they're not traditional press. And I don't know if anyone knows what the right way is to engage. Is it traditional press outreach? Is it paid [marketing] work? This is something we're all learning together as the media is quickly shifting."
To help recruit new online supporters, the Biden campaign has contracted Village Marketing, an influencer marketing firm, which began sending outreach emails in April to a slew of popular content creators, according to emails viewed by The Post.
"We're reaching out on behalf of the Biden-Harris campaign team in search of social media supporters for the 2024 election!" said the email, which offered creators the chance to become "an official campaign partner." Those interested were directed to a portal where they could link their social media accounts and provide access to account metrics like audience data.
Village Marketing founder Vickie Segar said many creators are hesitant to post about politics given the contentious online climate and decisions by various platforms to downgrade political content.
"We are here to talk it out with any creators who are hesitant [about Biden] and who have questions," Segar said. "I hope that we have even more people participating as we get closer to the election. We want to get President Biden elected, we agree with his values and policies, and we're here to support that."
But creators are less eager to sign on to a political campaign in 2024 than they were in 2020. On TikTok, for example, many creators who were relatively new to the industry four years ago and working to build their followings have become powerful multiplatform influencers running profitable media businesses that reach tens of millions of young people. Today, they say they expect more in return for their support.
In 2020, "Gen Z put Biden in office with our voices and with our platforms," said Hassan Khadair, a content creator in Birmingham, Ala., with 6.3 million followers on TikTok, 2.8 million subscribers on YouTube, a podcast and a robust following across myriad other apps.
This time around, Khadair said, "He has to earn that vote. We're not just going to give it to him because we don't want Trump to win. We did that once. We're not doing it twice."
Gen-Z for Change Executive Director Elise Joshi, a content creator and climate activist, said she hosted Zoom calls with hundreds of other young people in 2020 outlining why they should vote for Biden. Now, she said, she and others her age have a host of reasons for feeling betrayed.
Back then, Joshi said, she appreciated Biden's climate policies and how he said he planned to mitigate the effects of the pandemic. Today, Joshi said, Biden is permitting record-breaking oil and gas extraction on public lands while "doubling down on the fossil fuel economy."
Joshi said she and others also are frustrated with Biden's "mishandling" of the pandemic, which remains "a crisis and we can't even get masks in health-care settings." While "combating the pandemic was a focal point of Biden's campaign in 2020," she said, "now it doesn't seem to be a top priority."
Finally, Joshi said many young people are outraged by the administration's failure to negotiate an end to the Israeli military campaign in Gaza. "The group that rallied people around Biden in 2020 is the same group that built a tool sending over 100 million emails to the government urging a cease-fire," she said.
Joshi said she doesn't mind being left off guest lists for events like the White House Christmas party for digital content creators. What angers her is the president's failure to engage with Gen Z influencers' substantive concerns, she said -- though she acknowledged that the White House climate office recently contacted her directly regarding a pause in the approval of new liquefied natural gas projects.
"I prefer having a meaty climate strategy conversation with them than to get an invite somewhere," Joshi said.
Alaina Wood, a Gen Z sustainability scientist and content creator, said she also has felt cut off from the Biden administration since becoming more critical of his policies. "As soon as I was like, I'm not going to praise you all the time, I'm not going to be a propaganda piece for you, they stopped talking to me," she said.
Wood and other creators said they are skeptical that Biden's latest attempts to recruit influencers would make a material difference in Gen Z support for his reelection.
"If the comment section of my videos are any indication," she said, "a lot of people, especially young people, do not want to vote for Biden again."
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The end of an era: Likes on X are anonymous now
Wondering if your crush liked that post on X? Now it's an eternal mystery as the company obscures who liked a post.
By Tatum Hunter | 2024-06-13

(Washington Post illustration; iStock)


Checking whether your crush liked your latest witty post on X? That's over.
X, formerly Twitter, will hide who liked a post, according to an in-app alert and updates from X chief executive Elon Musk and the official X engineering account. The move, according to the company, is to better protect users' privacy on the app.
When you post, X will show you metrics such as the like count in your notifications, but you won't be able to see who tapped the little heart. People can still revisit posts they've liked under the "likes" tab on their profiles. And you can still like other people's content.
This latest adjustment is part of a series of changes Musk and his team have made to the app since he bought the platform in 2022. Most notably, he introduced a paid tier that gives subscribers access to more direct messages and the illustrious blue check mark. If you want a check, you usually have to pay. Last week, X changed its policies to officially allow adult content after years taking a laissez-faire approach to porn.
X's mention of privacy may seem confusing -- until you remember past scandals when powerful people have liked something they probably shouldn't have. For instance, an account linked to Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas) liked a sexually explicit tweet in 2017. Cruz ended up blaming it on a staffer. It's one of many public-relations gaffes that may help explain why public figures include the phrase "likes and retweets aren't endorsements" in their X bios.
The company did not immediately respond to a request for comment about the change.
Reactions on X were mixed, with some users saying the platform had bigger fish to fry and others celebrating the end of "gotcha" news stories when a public figure likes something offensive. One person lamented the loss of a favorite hobby -- checking likes on X accounts, even those of "random folks." Another noted that it's a win for partnered people who sneakily like sexual content on the app.
Michael Chau, a 34-year-old from Los Angeles who shares cartoons on X, said he "doesn't really care" if people can see what he has liked -- though being unable to see likes from potential professional contacts might be annoying.
Amelia Elizalde, 30, a comedian who shares jokes on X, said anyone who claims they don't care who likes their posts is lying, because "being a creep" is a foundational part of using the site.
Both Chau and Elizalde blamed Musk for the changes they don't like. Chau compared the trajectory of X to "slowly removing parts from a car while you're trying to drive it." Elizalde called the app a "sinking ship."

On X, likes on posts will now be hidden. (Washington Post illustration; Heather Kelly/The Washington Post via X) 


The Twitter (now X) like has long held a weird little place in our hearts. Getting a like from your crush or a celebrity was big news. Ending an awkward threaded conversation with an easy "like" was even better. Twitter got rid of its "favorite" thumbs-up icon in 2015 in favor of the like, symbolized with a heart. It's an easy way to tell when something is going viral -- part of the game of posting online.
X has trailed other platforms in hiding or deprioritizing the like. Instagram started letting users opt into hiding like counts on their posts in 2021, a change aimed at decreasing social pressure on the app, the company said. On TikTok, users get to decide whether other people can see which videos they've liked.
YouTube took a different tack, hiding the "dislike" count on videos in 2021 to, it said, protect smaller creators from harassment campaigns.
The pursuit of likes can take a genuine psychological toll, research has shown. David Yeager, who studies adolescent development at the University of Texas at Austin, co-wrote a paper showing that, especially for vulnerable young people, not getting what they perceive to be "enough" likes can fuel poor self esteem and depression.
"Online or offline, teens aren't just trying to maximize the number of people they're connected to; they're trying to impress certain types of people," Yeager said.
Anonymizing likes could take some pressure off, he guessed. Or it could keep people wondering and make them more anxious.
Worried more changes to likes might damage your stature on X? You can always try posting spicier content or leaning far-right.
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Tesla shareholders cast votes on Elon Musk's $50 billion pay package 
In a historic vote, Tesla shareholders have power to decide whether Musk will keep his title as richest man on earth. 
By Trisha Thadani | 2024-06-12

Tesla CEO Elon Musk, left, with his son X AE A-XII and Andre Thierig, plant manager of the Tesla Gigafactory Berlin Brandenburg, at the Tesla factory in Germany on March 13. (Sebastian Gollnow/Picture Alliance/Getty Images) 


SAN FRANCISCO -- For weeks, Tesla CEO Elon Musk has waged a campaign to persuade Tesla shareholders to restore his nearly $50 billion pay package, the largest "ever observed in public markets," according to the Delaware judge who voided it.
The company released a video instructing shareholders how to cast ballots featuring Optimus, Musk's humanoid robot. Those who voted were offered the chance to win a Musk-escorted tour of the company's "Gigafactory" in Austin. And Musk tweeted repeatedly about the vote on X, his social media platform, where this weekend he predicted victory: "The public sentiment is unequivocally supportive," he wrote.
But with the vote set to conclude Thursday at the company's annual shareholder meeting in Austin, the outcome seemed far from certain. Major shareholders are divided on whether Musk, one of the world's richest men who has been at times a distracted leader, deserves such a reward. That means the outcome could rest on the votes of individual investors, many of whom bought the stock because of Musk's public image as a generational genius.
The outcome will have significant implications not just for Musk's fortunes, but also for the future of Tesla, which has been reeling from weak sales, global competition and mass layoffs. If shareholders deny him the compensation package, Musk has threatened to leave the company and build futuristic technology, including robotics and artificial intelligence, elsewhere. If shareholders approve the package, Musk would gain more control over Tesla's board through stock options.
In a letter to investors this month, Tesla chairperson Robyn Denholm urged investors to support Musk because he is "not a typical executive" and motivating him "requires something different."
"Elon's unique contributions have built Tesla from a company that was, in 2018, a loss-making, ambitious company with significant hurdles and challenges to overcome into what it is today -- a company that is literally changing the world," she wrote. "These contributions should be respected."
But Brad Lander, the New York City comptroller whose office owns about 3.4 million shares of Tesla and invests on behalf of public employees, said the package is unreasonable given Tesla's struggles and Musk's insistence on dividing his attention among an array of companies, including a new artificial intelligence endeavor called xAI.
"We need a full-time CEO who is focused on growing the company and producing great shareholder returns, not allowing for a distraction or chasing shiny new objects," Lander said.
When a majority of Tesla shareholders approved Musk's compensation in 2018 -- a package of stock options in lieu of salary then worth $56 billion -- it propelled Musk from eccentric CEO to world's richest person, fueling his bets to explore the cosmos, digitize the human brain and acquire Twitter's "de facto town square." But some shareholders sued, claiming the process was improper.
Earlier this year, a Delaware judge agreed. She tossed out the pay package, calling it "an unfathomable sum" -- "over 33 times larger than the plan's closest comparison, which was Musk's prior compensation plan" -- and noted that it had been approved by a board stocked with Musk's longtime friends and former divorce lawyer. A lawsuit filed by the Employees' Retirement System of Rhode Island on Monday alleges that Musk made billions of dollars selling Tesla shares using insider information.
Musk and Tesla did not respond to a request for comment on the lawsuit.
The board is asking shareholders to restore the pay package, which would increase Musk's voting power to close to 25 percent, and authorize the company to move its corporate home from Delaware to Texas.
It's unclear which way the vote will swing: While some key investors have vowed to oppose the package, others have been silent. Vanguard Group, BlackRock and State Street, which collectively own about 17 percent of Tesla stock, have not publicly stated their positions. None responded to requests for comment.
Meanwhile, about 40 percent of Tesla is held by non-institutional investors, including individual retail investors. Many are Musk fans, like billionaire Ron Baron, who called Musk indispensable to Tesla and said his compensation must recognize that fact.
"Our answer is clear, loud and unequivocal: Tesla is better with Elon. Tesla is Elon," Baron said.
But others have grown increasingly disillusioned with Musk as the company's performance has faltered. "Enough is enough," said Leo Koguan, one of Tesla's largest individual shareholders, who added that he would vote against the proposal.
In recent weeks, a coalition of seven large institutional investors including the New York City Comptroller and Amalgamated Bank have urged shareholders to vote against the package, citing a "material governance failure." Proxy advisory firm ISS called the package excessive despite Tesla's success, noting that it's unclear it will "increase Musk's focus on Tesla."
Marcie Frost, CEO of the California Public Employees' Retirement System, which represents 2.2 million public workers in the state and is among Tesla's largest shareholders, said it, too, will vote against the package, as it did in 2018. Frost said the vote against Musk was not "personal," arguing that his "outsize" compensation could instead be going to shareholders.
"It's really important that as a shareholder that we get the return on the capital that we're allocating to these public companies," Frost said.
James Park, a professor at the UCLA School of Law who studies securities regulation and corporate law, said a vote in favor of the proposal would be a "powerful statement" that shareholders want Musk to be integrally involved in the company and they "can't imagine Tesla without him." A no vote, however, would reflect dissatisfaction with Musk's leadership and the current state of the company.

Tesla CEO Elon Musk, left, testifies before Chancellor Kathaleen McCormick in Wilmington, Del., on Nov. 16, 2022. (Elizabeth Williams/AP) 


In Denholm's letter to investors this month, she noted that Musk has driven growth in the company's size and profitability over the past six years, and said ratifying the pay package is "more important than ever."
"If Tesla is to retain Elon's attention and motivate him to continue to devote his time, energy, ambition and vision to deliver comparable results in the future, we must stand by our deal," she wrote.
In a January tweet, Musk doubled down on his desire for more control over the company.
"I am uncomfortable growing Tesla to be a leader in AI & robotics without having ~25% voting control," he wrote. "Enough to be influential, but not so much that I can't be overturned."
Musk and Tesla did not respond to requests for comment.
The high-profile vote comes at a touchy time for Tesla, which has lost about 30 percent of its stock value since the beginning of the year. In April, the company reported a steeper-than-expected 55 percent plunge in first-quarter profit due to slowing sales. To allay investors' concerns, Musk has made lofty promises about launching a fully autonomous "robotaxi" in August, an ambitious timeline that had many observers skeptical of how he would actually pull it off.
Park, the UCLA professor, said the current economic backdrop will play heavily into voters' choices.
"There may be a set of retail investors who are very dedicated to Musk who are willing to overlook some of these events and may not know about them and they may just vote in favor of the package," Park said. "And there may be others who are disappointed and may be disillusioned about Musk."
If Musk doesn't get his way, Tesla shareholders should be prepared for a significant slowdown in its AI efforts, said Adam Jonas, a Morgan Stanley analyst.
Some seem willing to take that risk. Nell Minow, vice chair of ValueEdge Advisors, said she donated the majority of her Tesla stock to charity after voting "no" on the pay package. As an individual investor, she said, she has soured on Musk, calling corporate governance at the company "catastrophically bad."
"There's no way you can consider this board independent," Minow said. "If he doesn't have enough of an incentive from his current holdings then I don't know if this gigantic amount of money would make a difference."
Kevin Smith, a software engineer who said he owns just a handful of Tesla shares, added he has been turned off by the excessive campaigning by both Musk and Tesla, who seem to see the vote as a chance to make a statement about the court ruling instead of focusing simply on how much money Musk should be paid.
"It seems to be a symbolic gesture against the court," Smith said. "So my symbolic vote is no."
Julian Mark and Aaron Schaffer contributed to this report.
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Which states are restricting, or requiring, lessons on race, sex and gender
The Washington Post is tracking state laws, rules and policies that regulate instruction about topics ranging from the role of slavery in American history to the lives of nonbinary people.
By Hannah Natanson, Lauren Tierney, Clara Ence Morse | 2024-06-13
Since 2017, dozens of states have enacted more than 110 laws and policies reshaping the teaching of race, racism, sexual orientation and gender identity. These new rules now affect how three-fourths of the nation's students learn about topics ranging from the role of slavery in American history to the lives of nonbinary people.
The Washington Post is tracking state laws, rules and policies that regulate instruction about race, as well as lessons on sex and gender, and will continue to update this page as state leaders take action.
Much of the first wave of curriculum legislation -- from the late 2010s to 2021 -- focused on how schools can teach about race, racism and the nation's racial history.
Mostly blue states have passed expansive laws that do things like require that students learn about Black or Native American history. For example, a 2021 Delaware law says schools must offer K-12 students instruction on Black history including the "central role racism played in the Civil War" and "the significance of enslavement in the development of the American economy."
Mostly red states, meanwhile, have passed laws that, among other things, outlaw teaching a long list of concepts related to race, including the idea that America is systemically racist or that students should feel guilt, shame or responsibility for historical wrongs due to their race. For example, a 2021 Texas law forbids teaching that "slavery and racism are anything other than deviations from, betrayals of, or failures to live up to, the authentic founding principles of the United States, which include liberty and equality."
The target of curriculum laws has shifted over time to include determining how teachers can discuss -- or whether they can discuss -- gender identity and sexual orientation with students.
Mostly blue states have passed expansive laws that do things like require teaching about prominent LGBTQ individuals in history. For example, a 2024 Washington state law says school districts must adopt "inclusive curricula" and "diverse, equitable, inclusive" instructional materials that feature the perspectives of historically marginalized groups including LGBTQ people.
But at the same time, mostly red states have passed restrictive laws that would, among other things, outlaw lessons about gender identity and sexual orientation before a certain grade or require parental permission to learn about these topics. In one example, a 2023 Tennessee law says schools must obtain parents' written consent for a student to receive lessons featuring a "sexual orientation curriculum or gender identity curriculum."
The laws cumulatively affect about three-fourths of all Americans aged 5 to 19, The Post found. The restrictive laws alone affect nearly half of all Americans in that age group. The majority of laws apply to K-12 campuses, where First Amendment protections are less potent as compared to the freedoms the courts have afforded to college and university professors.
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To make meaning of my father's life, I went to death row
I investigated my father's death like it was one of my cases, and I uncovered how deep his pain went.
By Sophia Laurenzi | 2024-06-13

Sophia Laurenzi and her father, Paul Laurenzi, at a wedding in 2014. (Family photo)


Four days after I gave the eulogy at my father's funeral, I applied to work as an investigator helping people on Tennessee's death row. I was 23 years old, devastated and numb; reeling from the shock of my beloved father's suicide. I did not know how to build my life around the monstrous hole left by the charismatic man who would leave me five-minute-long voice mails and secretly dole out extra homemade pasta at Christmas to his favorite family members.

Sophia Laurenzi and her father, Paul Laurenzi, apple picking in New Jersey in 2001. (Stephanie Tansey)


But I did know that I needed to do something good with my life. I'd wanted to help people facing execution for years, ever since I saw a man marched to the electric chair on a television show when I was 11 years old. I had not been able to stop my father from killing himself, but maybe his death would mean something if I could keep someone on death row from being killed. I could help show judges and juries that my death row clients' lives were worth sparing by exposing the trauma and abuse and mental illness they had experienced. I could show that they were human, and more than their worst crimes.
I got the job.
I moved to Nashville and became an investigator in the Tennessee Office of the Post-Conviction Defender. I was eager to start uncovering evidence that might reduce a defendant's culpability or inspire jurors and judges to spare a life.
This was something I'd felt strongly about for years. As a teenager, I read countless articles and followed every execution in the news. I studied psychology, neuroscience and criminal justice in college.
I thought my father's death made me better equipped to investigate death row cases as they coiled through the appeals process because now, I hadn't just learned about trauma, abuse and mental illness in books and classes. I lived with their echoes every day.
As I investigated my own grief, I read David Kessler's book "Finding Meaning: The Sixth Stage of Grief," in which he writes that "meaning comes from finding a way to sustain your love for the person after their death while you're moving forward with your life." That's just what I thought I was doing: channeling the love I had for my father into helping my death row clients.

Sophia Laurenzi and her father at her thesis awards ceremony in 2017, celebrating Sophia's research on neuroscience and justice reform for young adults. (Margarethe Laurenzi)


I found each moment of the work meaningful, even the long days driving around worn and pockmarked city streets knocking on the doors of my clients' family members, schoolteachers and neighbors, only to have nobody answer.
I was not deterred when one of my clients refused to tell me anything about his life, insisting that I did not need to know how he had been hurt. I understood that his resistance came from his pain, because I had seen the same thing with my father. A few years before my father died, he told me what everyone else in my Italian American, Catholic family already knew but didn't talk about: My father had been molested when he was 12 years old.
Though I knew a history of childhood sexual trauma was prevalent among incarcerated individuals, I was disturbed to find the thread of sexual abuse in every one of my cases. Some told me what they remembered. Some shut down at the mention of their abuser, the way I had seen my father turn papery and detached and trembling after he unexpectedly ran into the man who abused him.
The lines between my job and my grief started to blur. When I visited my clients in prison, I saw the shadow of my father at 12 years old, my heart searing for the abuse they had all suffered. I investigated my father's death like it was one of my cases, and I uncovered how deep his pain went.
He had been groomed and abused for five years; he told no one about it for 22. I found a file in my father's paperwork that revealed something shocking: When I was 8, my father's abuser paid him $500,000 in exchange for his continued silence.
In a release between the two of them, my father signed that he would give up his right to claims against his abuser for "anything which has happened up to now." I called my mother to make sure: Between the lines of vague legalese, the agreement bound my father to stay quiet about the abuse. In another folder, I discovered a letter my father wrote to the man about the terrible ripple effects of the abuse -- effects that he hoped to mitigate by using some of the money to cover the therapy and medication he took to deal with the trauma.
Some people lobby for policy change or fundraise for medical research to find meaning after a loss. I found myself not only trying to save my clients' lives, but also trying desperately to talk to them about their sexual traumas in the way I never had talked to my father about his. I believed my father buried his hurt so deep that it killed him. If my clients never talked about their abuse, the courts would never have a full picture of who they were and what had been done to them. Their silence could kill them, too.
One day I said exactly that to the most stubborn, sensitive and reticent of my clients. "If we don't tell the judge your whole story, you're even more likely to be executed," I said.
He paused, looking at me for a long while, before he said, "I can live with that."
I didn't think I could live with that, which is when I realized that the meaning I was trying to make out of my father's death had become something else entirely: a proxy for my own feelings of guilt and anger and sadness. I wasn't moving forward with my life at all. I was looking backward, trying to make up for how I thought I failed my father by projecting onto my clients.
I hadn't given myself the opportunity to feel the full complexity of my father's suicide before I raced into trying to do something good with it. When I finally did welcome in my feelings of rage and heartbreak, uncertainty and resentment, I could better see each of my clients for their own unique stories and needs. But I was still too raw to unravel the meaning of my grief and find my way forward. After two years as a death row investigator, I quit.
I grieved leaving my clients and everything my job represented. I didn't know what I would do to make meaning from any of it, both the work that had been so important to me and the loss of my father that still haunted me.
But this is what I did learn: You don't have to save a life to change a life. Modeling my father's warmth and compassion -- the way he looked at me and really saw me, the way he asked difficult questions with tenderness -- would heal me more than trying to compensate for his death ever could.
This Father's Day is the sixth one since my father's death. But I now know that I didn't have to do something for it to mean something. Feeling it was enough.

Sophia Laurenzi and her father at her graduation from Stanford University in 2017. (Sandra Laurenzi)


Sophia Laurenzi is a writer covering mental health, criminal justice and policy, and she is at work on a book. Her website is sophialaurenzi.com.
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Rare antelope dies after choking on plastic cap from squeezable pouch at zoo
Lief, a rare Sitatunga antelope, died after choking on a plastic cap at Brights Zoo in Tennessee, where squeezable baby food pouches are banned.
By Adela Suliman | 2024-06-13

The Sitatunga is a rare swamp-dwelling antelope found throughout Africa. (Genada/Getty Images/iStockphoto)


A rare and beloved 7-year-old antelope named Lief died after choking on a cap from a squeezable pouch, a Tennessee zoo said, warning of the dangers to animals from plastic packaging.
Brights Zoo in Limestone, Tenn., prohibits visitors from bringing squeezable baby food pouches, plastic straws, glass bottles and other items it says pose a risk to animal safety near its habitats. Lief died after veterinarians could not dislodge the cap he reportedly ingested in his enclosure.
"He still had a lot of life to live," the zoo, a private, family-owned facility in the eastern part of the state, said on social media of the big-eared, curly horned antelope described as calm and friendly. Sitatunga antelopes are native to Africa and can live up to 22 years, according to the Smithsonian National Zoo.
"We lost a beloved animal due to choking," the zoo wrote in a Facebook post Saturday. "Some ask why we don't allow squeezable pouches into the zoo. The reason is simple -- the packaging is dangerous to our animals. If you look at these lids from an animal perspective it looks like food."
The zoo said it regularly conducts bag searches "yet some people find ways to sneak these in," adding that guests "are able to go to their car or the picnic areas in our parking lot as many times as they wish and re-enter the zoo."
Caps from the pouches, commonly used for children's food, can also present a choking hazard to young children, experts warn.
Zoo director David Bright told The Post Thursday that Lief was a "very curious animal that enjoyed being up close to his keepers. He had no fear of humans."
He said that it appeared that a zoo guest had "snuck in the pouch" despite bag searches and likely "threw the lid into the exhibit."
"Animals in zoos have very specific diets and those diets should never be altered without vet staff making that call," Bright cautioned. "Certain items should never enter any zoo."
Born in July 2016, Lief had thick spiraled horns and white splotches underneath his eyes and unlike many others of his species, appeared less timid, Bright told CBS News. He said Lief had been "acting odd," before fluid started leaking from his mouth, and the veterinarian team rushed to dislodge the plastic cap. But it was too late.
Zoo worker Connie Bright wrote online that the death of Lief had been "devastating," and underscored the need for bag searches, despite the perceived hassle.
"The three keepers who tried in vain to save this animal felt helpless and devastated as the animal they loved and have hand fed for years lay dying," she wrote. "Many hearts are sad and broken today."
"This makes me so angry," wrote one person online in response to Lief's death. "Truly heartbreaking for this poor animal and it's keepers," said another. "Shameful behavior in so many ways," wrote another person, calling it a "senseless loss."
Sitatunga antelopes are accomplished swimmers, often spending a lot of time in water. Adults can weigh between 110 and 275 pounds.
Brights Zoo said the animals are distinguished by their long, splayed hoofs, which make the Sitatunga "clumsy and vulnerable on firm terrain but well adapted for walking through muddy, vegetated swamplands."
They have a waterproof coat that is dark brown in males like Lief and reddish brown in females. Both can have white stripes and spots.
Brights Zoo was founded in 2007 and houses several rare and endangered species including oryx and Bactrian camels as well as red kangaroos, spider monkeys, pandas and zebras.
"We would love to know the people responsible but sadly don't think we ever will," the zoo said.
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'Brats' assesses the meanings of the Brat Pack. They are legion. 
For a brief period in the 1980s, the latchkey kids who rode bicycles without helmets and never got a trophy just for participating mattered to marketers.
By Robin Givhan | 2024-06-13

Rob Lowe, left, and writer and director Andrew McCarthy in the documentary "Brats," which premieres June 13 on Hulu. (ABC News Studios)


As a country, we love categorizing people so that the complicated is made to seem simple and distinct, and unruly individuals are sanded down so that they fit more neatly into designated boxes. This is what actor Andrew McCarthy believes happened to him when a 1985 New York magazine article lumped him together with a handful of other young performers under the cover line "Hollywood's Brat Pack." The moniker rolled easily off the tongue and quickly became an efficient way to identify a group of actors, all then under 25, who worked together in ensemble films such as "The Breakfast Club" and "St. Elmo's Fire," some of whom also spent time socializing and carousing together around Los Angeles.
The story by David Blum was not especially flattering. But it wasn't annihilating, either. It presented these actors as a force, a movement, a roving party -- and I wanted to be invited. I was captivated by the Brat Pack. By each and every member.
The designation, a play on the Rat Pack of the '50s, added fuel to McCarthy's fame, which was already skyrocketing. But for him, it was also destabilizing. Something had been wrested from his control. So he has made "Brats," a documentary about that time in his life, about what the label meant to him and his cohort and, most effectively, what that group of actors meant to those who were peering into their world from the outside.
The Brat Pack included an array of actors who reflected -- not all, but a great many -- of the anxieties, emotions and relationship conundrums of the generation dubbed "X," one that has spent much of its existence in the shadows, without the numerical clout of baby boomers or millennials to excite pollsters or politicians ... or anybody. For a brief period in the 1980s, Generation X -- the latchkey kids who rode their bicycles without helmets and never got a trophy just for participating -- mattered to marketers.
McCarthy never worked through his resentments, so his documentary is a bit like listening in on therapy sessions that include Blum, fellow Brat Packers Demi Moore, Ally Sheedy and Rob Lowe, the Brat Pack-adjacent Lea Thompson and Jon Cryer, and the man who was the original subject of the magazine story that spawned the name, Emilio Estevez. Missing from the documentary's cast is Molly Ringwald, who wanted to leave the past in the past. Fair enough. And Judd Nelson, who was elusive and evasive, which is just what one might expect if fact were fiction, specifically the fiction of "The Breakfast Club." Nelson, after all, was the bad boy of the group.

Emilio Estevez was the subject of the 1985 New York magazine article that coined the term "Brat Pack." (ABC News Studios)


The height of their fame coincided with an era when Hollywood began churning out films aimed at young people teetering on the cusp of adulthood, or those who had just dipped a toe into those roiling waters. It was a time in their lives when they were sorting out where they belonged, and here was a group of characters that included the Renegade, the Smartass, the Heartthrob, the Nerd, the Princess, the Jock, the Rich Kid, the Poor Kid, etc. Sometimes those reflections seemed unnervingly real, as when the class geek lamented his desire to just have fun and when the hotshot athlete yearned to be considered thoughtful and sensitive. At other times, they were merely funhouse reflections of young adult self-obsessions run amok. Whatever issue the films raised, however, it was treated with respect and consideration, and a bit of tough realism.
The '80s were the halcyon days of John Hughes movies, in which they starred. They were the go-to actors for a decade of ensemble films depicting high-schoolers and recent college graduates who created a family with their friends and together muddled their way toward maturity. The audiences for those films were doing the same thing in their own lives. And if they were lucky, that self-created family held together into middle age, and the people who knew them from the beginning still love and support them in ways that are deep and true.
McCarthy was a young man who took himself quite seriously and felt trapped by the Brat Pack label because it seemed to enter the room and define him before he could utter a word; he believed it set the tone for the rest of his career. But the label also made him more than just another talented young actor. There had been plenty of those in earlier generations, and there would be many more to come. The packers were different; together, each member helped to form a cultural touchstone. McCarthy was a participant, albeit an unwilling one, in a Hollywood fable about friendship, individuality and acceptance -- one that existed beyond a single film, that existed beyond film itself.
When those who were part of the Brat Pack describe the experience, their musings focus on feeling typecast or diminished. But as a fan, it was their collective impact that truly mattered. The Brat Pack preceded social media, which at its best connects like-minded individuals across geography and time zones, and at its worst sends insecure teens into a doom-scrolling spirals. The group, for a time, dominated the pop culture conversation. They shifted the spotlight from Tom Wolfe's masters of the universe and the baby boomers of "The Big Chill." It was quite nice to feel that you were the center of the culture's attention, that your obsessions meant something outside your neighborhood or high school or town. The Brat Pack -- a phrase that at various times included at least a dozen actors -- stands out because it existed as a self-contained society.

Ally Sheedy was one of the stars of "The Breakfast Club," a key film in the Brat Pack genre. (Associated Press)


Individually, the actors never resonated the way they did collectively. Moore went on to movie stardom with provocative films such as "Disclosure" and "G.I. Jane," as well as her boundary-pushing nude-while-pregnant Vanity Fair cover. Her romances and marriages have been documented and considered. But it's doubtful that many people saw themselves in her, no matter how intrigued they might have been by her life. Lowe's work on "The West Wing," may, may lead his obituary some day. Each actor demonstrated varying degrees of talent and went on to grab their share of success. But together they represented a generational shift that was both entertaining and thoughtful.
Their films explored group dynamics, especially those related to class. What was it like to be the blue-collar kid mooning over someone from the McMansion side of town? Race didn't exist in the Brat Pack landscape, not as an expression of culture, or a matter of social tension or simply as a point of diversity. There were no Black brats in the suburbs of Chicago, where so many of Hughes's films were set and which seemed like home base for the pack. Such a notion is absurd and abhorrent; the city was nearly whitewashed, in the same way that the New York City of "Friends" and "Seinfeld" was.
Still, it was possible to find a connection to the films' stories in ways that were meaningful. Insecurities, ambition and friendship are universal. But I lament how much more compelling those movies, those characters -- the pack -- would have been if they had also been more diverse.
There's a lot going on in this world, and "Brats" is little more than a trifle. But that doesn't mean it's without any value. For those of a certain age, it's a bit of nostalgia for a time when a wide-open future was both invigorating and unnerving, when you moved through life with a hand-selected pack. And validation of those feelings and choices were, for the first time, up there on a multiplex screen. The Brat Pack remains a real-time argument for the enduring lessons we learn from our peers and the power of simple gestures. Pop culture can do important work when a once-overlooked audience is finally seen with curiosity and delight.
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A Florida school district banned a book about banned books
The Indian River County school district banned Alan Gratz's "Ban This Book," about a fourth-grader determined to return removed titles to her school's shelves.
By Praveena Somasundaram | 2024-06-13

A Florida school district removed Alan Gratz's "Ban This Book" from its shelves. (Courtesy of Alan Gratz)


Alan Gratz's "Ban This Book" tells the tale of a fourth-grader's quest to bring her favorite book back to the school library after officials had it removed.
Late last month, a Florida school district banned "Ban This Book."
A parent involved in Moms for Liberty, a right-wing parents-rights group, submitted a complaint about the book in February, alleging that it depicted sexual conduct and was "teaching children to be social justice warriors." Though a school district committee recommended that "Ban This Book" be kept on shelves, the Indian River County school board voted to ban it last month.
On Wednesday, Gratz told The Washington Post that "Ban This Book" and some of his other titles had been challenged in the past, but he couldn't recall a ban of this scale. He learned about the restriction from an advocacy group, he said. The Tallahassee Democrat reported on the ban this week.
"The overwhelming irony of banning a book about book banning has been enough to keep people from banning it for a little while," Gratz, 52, told The Post.
The school board and its five members did not immediately respond to requests for comment Wednesday evening.
Jennifer Pippin, the chair of the Indian River, Fla., chapter of Moms for Liberty who filed the complaint about "Ban This Book," told The Post in text messages Wednesday that she wanted titles with "sexually explicit content" removed from schools. She said she complained about "Ban This Book" because it referenced other banned books with sexual content. Pippin added that parents could still access the book through public libraries and online bookstores.
Gratz said he wrote the book in 2017 to call attention to challenges against books, an issue he said was "relatively unseen" at the time. He recalled religious objections to the Harry Potter series' portrayal of witchcraft and challenges to the Junie B. Jones books because their titular 5-year-old character had poor grammar.
"Ban This Book" was meant to push back on that phenomenon, Gratz said.
"Nobody has the right to tell you what you can and can't read, except your parents, and they shouldn't have the ability to tell other parents what books their kids can and can't read," he told The Post. "And that's the core message."
Books have been swept up in the culture wars in recent years as school officials and lawmakers have tussled over how to teach about race, history and sexuality in classrooms. Last year, 4,240 titles in U.S. schools and libraries were challenged, a 65 percent jump from the previous year, according to the American Library Association. Seventeen states attempted to restrict more than 100 titles each -- including Florida, where Republican Gov. Ron DeSantis signed legislation making it easier for residents to challenge books, before limiting who could file challenges in April.
Pippin's complaint about "Ban This Book," which follows a girl as she creates a locker library of banned titles, said the story was "inappropriate for unaccompanied minor children in schools." In the complaint, Pippin cited pages in the book where the characters mention other materials that reference sex.
The complaint was one of 245 book challenges Pippin has submitted on behalf of the local Moms for Liberty chapter, she wrote to The Post. She files complaints on behalf of the group's members to protect their safety, she said.
Two middle schools and one elementary school in Indian River County had "Ban This Book" on their shelves, according to Pippin's complaint.
After Pippin complained, a district committee reviewed "Ban This Book." Most of the committee's members recommended that it stay in schools, but the school board on May 20 voted, 3-2, to remove the book from shelves.
School board member Kevin McDonald said during the meeting that he disagreed with the review committee's recommendation to keep the book. He said "Ban This Book" encouraged undermining district officials and promoted "inappropriate books."
"I thought it was ironic that this book is intentionally and overtly saying that school boards shouldn't matter, only 9-year-olds and librarians should matter," he said.
In motioning for the vote to remove "Ban This Book," McDonald said the title was "offensive to a large segment of our parents."
Gratz, the author, said the ban felt "inevitable" after years of following the stories of other books removed or nearly removed across the country.
"It doesn't mean that I want to accept it," he said. "It doesn't mean that I won't fight back against it."
Some of his titles have faced challenges before, Gratz said. Last year, a middle school in Pennsylvania canceled a reading of "Two Degrees," a book he wrote about climate change, after district officials questioned whether it was appropriate for students.
But the spectacle of banning a book about banned books brought new attention to Gratz and his work, he said. He's spent the week fielding calls about the ban, he said.
With his and other books being removed from school shelves, he said he worries the message he was trying to share about bans will be lost.
"I wish that 'Ban This Book' didn't need to exist as a book," he said. "I would happily take it back."
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Tenn. school district where students held 'slave auction' settles with DOJ 
Hawkins County School District, where students allegedly called a Black classmate slurs, agreed to implement reforms under a Justice Department settlement.
By Daniel Wu | 2024-06-13

(iStock)


A Tennessee school district where federal investigators said students subjected a Black classmate to repeated harassment, including calling him racist slurs, hitting him and holding a mock "slave auction" to sell him to White peers, will implement several changes under a settlement agreement announced Monday.
A 2023 Justice Department investigation found that administrators at Hawkins County School District in northeast Tennessee let a "racially hostile climate" take root in two schools by being slow to investigate reports of harassment and, in some instances, not disciplining perpetrators and discouraging students from reporting further abuse. Students passed around a drawing of a Ku Klux Klansmen, made whipping noises at a Black student and added him to a group chat filled with racist slurs, the department alleges.
Hawkins County School District, which denies the allegations, agreed to overhaul its anti-harassment procedures by hiring a compliance officer, creating an electronic portal to track complaints and reviewing anti-harassment efforts.
The district did not respond to a request for comment Wednesday afternoon.
"Our school system is -- and always has been -- dedicated to serving and protecting all students, regardless of race," Hawkins County Director of Schools Matt Hixson said, according to the Associated Press. "Therefore, we entered into the agreement with DOJ to continue pursuing those same goals, and we look forward to working with the Department regarding the same in the future."
Erika Qualls, the mother of a Black child in Mount Carmel, Tenn., first raised the allegations in a 2022 lawsuit against the Hawkins Board of Education. She alleged that her son endured a slew of race-based harassment during the 2021-2022 school year while he attended eighth grade at Church Hill Middle School.
Qualls's son was one of fewer than five African Americans among the roughly 400 students enrolled at the school, according to the lawsuit.
In September 2021, a classmate shoved and slapped Qualls's son while calling him "monkey" and the n-word, according to the lawsuit and a subsequent Justice Department investigation. Later that school year, students chased Qualls's son out of a bathroom while holding a stuffed monkey and posted a video of the incident to Snapchat, the lawsuit said.
Students also promoted a "Monkey of the Month Campaign" and held a mock "slave auction" where a student acted as an auctioneer and pretended to sell Qualls's son, according to the lawsuit and investigation.
The harassment followed Qualls's son to high school the next year, according to the Justice Department investigation. Students called him "slave" and the n-word, and one student sent a Snapchat message reading "kill [Qualls's son]," the investigation alleges.
Qualls said in a deposition that her son missed weeks of school and "turned inwards," becoming socially isolated and losing friends, according to the investigation. She said she would have moved her son out of the school district if it were financially feasible for their family.
The lawsuit and investigation allege that school administrators failed to address the harassment, even after Qualls and her son complained repeatedly.
The district delayed investigating some incidents by a month and did not discipline many perpetrators of the harassment, the investigation states. Administrators also did not make schedule changes to separate Qualls's son from his harassers, nor did middle school or district administrators inform Qualls's son's high school of the harassment he reported in middle school when he moved to the ninth grade, according to the investigation. Although the middle school held an assembly and distributed a statement to parents referencing the district's harassment policy and "racial issues," it allegedly failed to curb incidents of harassment.
Qualls settled her lawsuit against the Hawkins Board of Education in January for $110,000, according to court records. Hixson, the Hawkins County director of schools, said in a January statement that the board "strongly denies its employees were deliberately indifferent to any events of alleged harassment," the Kingsport Times News reported.
Under the settlement agreement with the Justice Department, Hawkins County School District will be required to report its progress on curbing harassment twice a year. Besides hiring a compliance officer and creating a new reporting system, the school district must also train employees and implement educational events on identifying and reporting race discrimination.
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Southern Baptist Convention votes to oppose in vitro fertilization
Earlier, representatives narrowly rejected a ban on women serving in lesser pastoral roles. It gained 61% of the vote but needed two-thirds approval.
By Michelle Boorstein | 2024-06-12

"Messengers," or representatives, raise their ballots in support of a motion put up for vote during a Southern Baptist Convention annual meeting on June 11, 2024, in Indianapolis. (Doug McSchooler/AP)


The Southern Baptist Convention on Wednesday approved a measure opposing in vitro fertilization as "dehumanizing" and asking "the government to restrain" the practice, a sign of the broadening effort by conservative evangelicals and the antiabortion movement since the fall of Roe v. Wade.
The vote thrust the denomination into a national dispute over a medical procedure that is immensely popular among Americans and has already played a role in an intense election season. An Alabama court ruling earlier this year that a frozen embryo is a person afforded a full range of rights set off massive backlash, prompting widespread Democratic criticism, and driving Republicans, including presumptive presidential nominee Donald Trump, to speak in favor of protecting IVF.
Within a few weeks, the state's Republican Gov. Kay Ivey signed a bill into law aimed at protecting IVF patients and providers from legal liability. Democrats have nonetheless cast the procedure as threatened, part of their broadside against Republicans as too extreme on reproductive issues. (Trump on Monday addressed a coalition of Southern Baptist groups in Indianapolis who oppose abortion in every case, pledging to walk "side by side" with them.)
The SBC vote came after several "messengers" -- or attendees -- testified emotionally about the impact of IVF in their own lives. They pushed for amendments to narrow the measure and make its condemnation more specific, but those efforts failed.
"I have a son because of IVF. I have another son, 20 weeks in my wife's womb because of IVF and I have 10 embryos I love and with every bit of my being hope we will see born into a Christian family," Zach Sahadak, a church member from Ohio, said into the microphone as his voice broke.
"I am for the sanctity of life and the sanctity of embryos. I am against the idea that this technology is so wicked that it cannot be employed." He cited Christian couples who use IVF "to grow their family, to grow the church and all of it trusting in God's sovereignty to give or take away life."
Earlier Wednesday, representatives of the 14 million-member network narrowly rejected a constitutional amendment barring women from all pastoral positions, though a majority supported it. The move would have affected hundreds of churches where women serve in positions such as women's pastor or children's pastor, especially minority congregations where having women in official leadership positions is more common.
Constitutional amendments require two-thirds approval to pass, and the motion saying the SBC cooperates only with "churches that do not affirm, appoint, or employ a woman as a pastor of any kind" garnered 61 percent of votes, to 38 percent who rejected it.

Nikki Hardeman, of Atlanta, an advocacy director for Baptist Women in Ministry; left, Meredith Stone, executive director of Baptist Women in Ministry, center; and Christa Brown, an advocate for survivors of sexual abuse and a supporter of the Baptist Women in Ministry, stand outside the venue of a Southern Baptist Convention annual meeting on June 11, 2024, in Indianapolis. (Doug McSchooler/AP)


The IVF resolution was believed to be the first-ever stand-alone measure on the topic, one that historian of U.S. religion Daniel Williams called a "testing of the waters" not unlike discussions in the 1970s and 1980s as the denomination started to become more and more strictly opposed to abortion.
"Republicans would prefer not to talk about this at all. But any resolution that receives a majority vote of 13 million people is something people will notice," Williams said.
Williams, of Ashland University, said the votes this week reflect a continuation toward "a firm conservatism but not something that would necessarily appease the far-right wing of the convention."
The voice vote on "On the Ethical Realities of Reproductive Technologies and the Dignity of the Human Embryo" was one of a raft of resolutions, which are understood as statements of Southern Baptist belief; they are not rules that come with enforcement mandates.
"This isn't a bottom-up change," said Mary Ziegler, a law professor and historian of the antiabortion movement. "It aligns with the Southern Baptist Convention trying to figure out how ultraconservative it's going to be on personhood," she said of the Christian movement that sees embryos and fertilized eggs as human beings with legal rights.
Ziegler said many leaders in the SBC and in the broader antiabortion movement have long opposed IVF, seeing it as a process that separates conception from the act of heterosexual sex and is disrespectful of human life. Church leaders have in the past downplayed that view in public, however, given IVF's broad popularity. Seventy percent of Americans in April told Pew Research they think IVF is a "good thing," including 63 percent of White evangelicals, who line up ideologically in general with Southern Baptists.
The SBC resolution cited the "searing pain" of infertility for some, and emphasized its long-standing policies about "the sanctity of human life." It also noted IVF "routinely creates more embryos than can be implanted" -- which has led opponents to argue that discarding those embryos is akin to murder.
R. Albert Mohler Jr., co-author of the IVF resolution and president of the flagship Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, said the measure is "a starting point for future discussion." The Alabama ruling and the end of Roe v. Wade opened the door to deeper discussions about IVF, he said.
"This is an awakening," he said. "I find IVF morally problematic in any form, but it's also clear there are more and less destructive and dangerous forms of IVF."
Opponents of the amendment on women's roles noted that there are only a few hundred SBC churches with women in any type of pastoral position -- typically assistant pastors or pastors to women or children -- out of 47,000 SBC churches, and that the issue should be handled on a case-by-case basis. They pointed to an overwhelming Tuesday vote that ruled an Alexandria, Va., church out of "cooperation" after the staff said they would be comfortable hiring a woman as lead pastor.
The convention, the country's second-largest faith group, has been shifting to the right since a conservative insurgency in the 1980s. Until the 1960s, there were as many women in Southern Baptist seminaries as there were in liberal seminaries.
Rev. Mike Law, the Arlington, Va., pastor who proposed the amendment, told representatives Wednesday that the issue is about following scripture. He said the number of women serving as some kind of pastor is small but has ticked up in recent decades.
"Let's be exceptionally clear: We gladly celebrate the myriad of women who serve the church in many ways, and we are so grateful," he said. "This is not about women in ministry. It's about women in the pastoral office."
The results felt like a sharp rebuke to the outspoken hard-right in the SBC.
"Devastating," tweeted the William Wolfe, a former Trump official who leads a group aimed at reforming the SBC. "This issue is not over. Not by a long shot."
Last year the representatives voted overwhelmingly to expel churches that had women in top leadership pastoral roles -- including the Rev. Rick Warren's massive Saddleback Church, one of the biggest in the SBC. Supporters of this year's amendment said it was needed for clarity.
The vote Tuesday about the First Baptist Church of Alexandria, in Virginia, said it was "not in friendly cooperation" with the SBC because it has a "pastor for women and children."
First Baptist Pastor for Children and Women Kim Eskridge told The Post on Wednesday that her church was reported to the SBC by nearby pastor Law, of Arlington Baptist Church.
"My contention has always been that this is something we can agree to disagree on and keep the main thing the main thing, which is sharing the message with the Lord," said Eskridge, whose church predates the existence of the SBC and has typical Sunday attendance of around 800.
J.D. Greear, a North Carolina pastor and former SBC president, called the measure "tragic -- in a time when I feel we ought to be celebrating women as leaders and seeing better pathways for them, we just keep tightening this thing."

Messengers stand for worship during a Southern Baptist Convention annual meeting on June 11, 2024, in Indianapolis. (Doug McSchooler/AP)


Southern Baptists have been debating the role of women leaders since the late 1800s. But in the 1980s the topic became a focus as conservatives took charge of the convention and began to pass various measures to limit the formal roles of women.
In 2000, it amended the Faith and Message statement to say "the office of pastor is limited to men as qualified by Scripture."
Baptist Women in Ministry, an advocacy group, in a statement Wednesday said they were grateful that the amendment failed but still "grieved" that so many voted for it.
"In the conflict surrounding this action for a stricter enforcement of oppressive theology, women have been further harmed. Millions of women have heard as the incorrect message that they do not have equal value to God and the church," said a statement by Meredith Stone, the executive director. Stone said women in ministry were being "used as props for the display of extreme conservatism in order to advance the power of a faction within the SBC."
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U.K.'s Keir Starmer tones down the socialism in 'changed Labour Party'
Labour leader Keir Starmer effectively announced Thursday that the old Labour Party in Britain is gone, in releasing his platform for the upcoming election.
By William Booth, Karla Adam | 2024-06-13

Labour Party leader Keir Starmer launches the party's general election manifesto on Thursday in Manchester. (Anthony Devlin/Getty Images)


LONDON -- Prime Minister Rishi Sunak and his ruling Conservative Party warn voters that if Labour wins the coming election, Britain will become a "one-party socialist state."
Might sound scary. But where are the socialists?
Labour leader Keir Starmer effectively announced to the country on Thursday that the old Labour Party in Britain is gone.
Out: free college tuition.
In: "wealth creation."
With relentless, years-long focus, working through complex, interlocking, often secretive committees, Starmer has effectively purged his party of the hard left, denying them not only places on the ballot in Britain's July 4 elections, but also membership in the organization.
On Thursday, Starmer released his party's manifesto -- all parties in Britain call their platform a "manifesto" -- and it was miles away from election pledges of just five years ago.
Welcome to a "changed Labour Party," as Starmer referred to it a dozen times in a speech in Manchester launching the manifesto.
Highlighting the top promises, Starmer stressed that Labour would be a security-focused party, guarding the borders and the economy, and also putting more police on the streets to crack down on petty crime and "anti-social behavior" like public drinking and drug taking.
The manifesto describes plans to boost wealth by streamlining rules, working closely with businesses and putting taxpayer money -- such as a $9 billion National Wealth Fund -- into partnerships with key industries to de-risk private investment.
He vowed not to raise income taxes, national insurance taxes or value-added taxes -- for the regular folk. But he said closing tax avoidance loopholes and new taxes on things like private school fees could bring in more than $10 billion.
He repeatedly used the term "working people," not "the workers" that his predecessors referenced.
"Wealth creation is our number one priority, growth is our core business," Starmer pledged.
Already some of Labour's traditional backers, such as the unions, have expressed concern that the manifesto is too much boardroom, too little factory floor.
Sunak, who has promised $22 billion in tax cuts if the Conservatives won the election, responded to the Labour manifesto by posting, "If you think they'll win, start saving," He claimed that Labour's promises would "mean the highest taxes in history."
A heckler briefly interrupted Starmer's speech on Thursday, accusing the Labour leader of pitching the "same old Tory policies" and letting young people down.
Starmer declared, "We gave up being a party of protest five years ago. We want to be a party of power," as the protester was removed by security.
In the last general election in 2019, then-Labour leader Jermey Corbyn -- whose deputy listed his favorite book as Karl Marx's "Das Kapital" -- promised free at-home personal care for the elderly, including shopping and tidying up. Corbyn said his party would nationalize the railways, the utilities, the mail service, water companies and broadband internet.
Corbyn lost in a landslide to the Brexiteer Boris Johnson. Starmer concluded that Labour must return to the center -- and especially must purge the party of "the stain of antisemitism" created when pro-Palestinian voices crossed the line into anti-Israel, anti-Jewish hate.
Corbyn wasn't just muffled, he was pushed out of the party by Starmer and his centrist allies. Corbyn will now run for his old seat in Parliament as an independent.
Luke Tryl, director of More in Common, a British think tank, said Starmer "has detoxified the Labour brand, focused on national security, where there were concerns about Corbyn, and he's seen to be fiscally responsible. He's trying to convince soft Tories, 'Look, it's okay if you vote for the Labour Party, we won't do anything to upend things.'"
Starmer is following the path of Tony Blair, the last winning Labour leader, who led his party to an unprecedented three terms, and served as prime minister from 1997 to 2007. Afterward, Blair became an object of derision on the Labour's hard left, which excoriated his supporters as "Blairites" and "revanchists."
They especially hated Blair for swallowing President George W. Bush's falsehoods that Saddam Hussein was developing weapons of mass destruction -- nuclear and biological -- that drew Britain into the long war in Iraq.
Blair was the leader of "New Labour," a more centrist movement that felt similar to the moderate, triangulating Democrats under Blair's ally and Bush's predecessor as president, Bill Clinton.
A few weeks ago, Starmer surprised some voters when he declared himself still a socialist. (As a young man, Starmer served as the editor of a Trotskyite magazine called Socialist Alternatives.)
"I would describe myself as a socialist. I describe myself as a progressive. I'd describe myself as somebody who always puts the country first and party second," Starmer said.
His deputy Rachel Reeves wasn't so comfortable with that. Asked if she, too, was a socialist, she called herself a social Democrat instead.
Martin Baxter, chief executive of Electoral Calculus, a political consulting firm, said Starmer may have been trying to shore up his left-wing base with that line, or he might believe that he is a socialist, but that can mean different things to different people.
"Socialist" is not a word that all colleagues would use to describe Starmer these days. "Does Keir Starmer know what a socialist is?" asked the Socialist Worker newspaper in a headline.
Conservatives say Starmer is hiding his true agenda.
In his speech Thursday, Starmer didn't stress nationalization of any industries.
Instead, he said the government would create the Great British Energy company, which would be a publicly owned utility producing cleaner, greener power, one of several competitors. He didn't say anything about taking over the railways, but the manifesto does say, "We will put passengers at the heart of the service by reforming the railways and bringing them into public ownership. We will do this as contracts with existing operators expire or are broken through a failure to deliver, without costing taxpayers a penny in compensation."
Some critics call Starmer "relentless" and "ruthless" when observing his attempt to reinvent the Labour Party.
Others use words like "boring" or "dull." His own PR teams pushes the line that he is "no-drama Starmer." (Which isn't quite as catchy as "no-drama Obama" was.)
Starmer is not running a flashy campaign. No jazz hands here. And that's deliberate. "If you're 20 points up in the polls, no need to spook the voters," said Tryl, from the More in Common think tank.
Both Sunak and Starmer faced interviews Wednesday night. Sky News's Beth Rigby kicked off her grilling of Starmer this way: "You told the country Jeremy Corbyn would make a great prime minister. You then expelled him from Labour. You campaigned for a second E.U. referendum. Now you don't talk about the E.U. And you dumped all the left-wing policies. ... Your short political career is a catalogue actually of broken promises and changed positions."
Starmer responded that he had responsibly put the party back on track after the 2019 election. "When you lose that badly, you don't look to voters and say, 'What on earth do you think you were doing?' You look at your party and say, we have to change."
Baxter noted that Starmer "looks sensible and he's not off-putting" to many people, but his support isn't deep. "It's driven by an anti-Conservative feeling."
So far, Labour's large lead in voter intent surveys appears to be more of a case of the Conservatives on course to lose the election than Labour winning it.
Nonetheless, support for Labour is broad and consistent. Labour is polling ahead of Conservative in every age group under 70, and it has been 20 points up for some time. When Blair swept to power in 1997 with a landslide, Labour was only 13 percentage points ahead in the polls.
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DNA reveals surprise about the children ancient Mayans chose to sacrifice
Researchers analyzing DNA at ancient Mayan city of Chichen Itza, a site for human sacrifices, found that young boys, including twins, were buried in a mass grave there.
By Victoria Bisset | 2024-06-13

A carved stone relief of skulls at the Mayan ruins of Chichen Itza in the Yucatan, Mexico. These carved skulls are representative of real skulls of captives or sacrificial victims who would have been mounted on wooden poles. (AG-ChapelHill/Getty Images/iStockphoto)


The ancient Mayan city of Chichen Itza, long known as a site of human sacrifice, has fascinated millions of visitors from around the world. But new research reveals more clues to the identities of some of the young victims who were buried at the site in southeastern Mexico -- as well as their relatives who are still alive today.
Researchers analyzed genomes from the remains of dozens of children found in a mass burial site near the Sacred Cenote, a massive sinkhole in the ceremonial center of Chichen Itza where other human sacrifices were previously discovered, and found that all of the individuals were males and a significant number were closely related -- including two sets of identical twins  -- a practice the scientists believe was linked to the significance of twins in ancient Mayan mythology.
The findings contradict the popular belief that young women and girls made up the majority of those sacrificed at the site.
Rodrigo Barquera, lead author of a new paper on the research, said in an interview that the findings were "a breakthrough." It was the first example of an all-male infant burial site there, said Barquera, a postdoctoral researcher at the Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology in Leipzig, Germany.

Tourists visit the Chichen Itza archaeological site in 2021. (Daniel Slim/AFP/Getty Images)


The research, published this week in the journal Nature, focused on an analysis of some of the more than 100 child remains recovered from a cistern close to the cenote during the construction of a new airport runway between April and June 1967. Cisterns, or chultun, have long been associated with water, rain and child sacrifice, according to the researchers, and subterranean structures were believed to be entrances to the underworld.
To ensure none of the remains were tested multiple times, the team collected a specific bone from each skull -- but as this was not intact in all of the remains, only 64 were analyzed. The researchers then used radiocarbon dating to establish that the children -- half of whom were between 3 and 6 years old -- died over a period of 500 years, until the middle of the 12th century.
In addition to the two pairs of identical twins, the team found that a quarter of the remains tested had a close relative in the cistern, "suggesting that the sacrificed children may have been specifically selected for their close biological kinship." Due to the fact that not all of the remains could be tested, researchers say the number of children found at the site who were related could have been even higher.
They also discovered that the closely related children had consumed similar diets. This, together with the fact that the children were of a similar age when they died, indicates they were selected for sacrifice at the same ritual, according to the findings.
The researchers linked the practice of sacrificing close child relatives to a sacred Mayan text, the Popol Vuh, which detailed the sacrifice of a pair of twins after they lost to the gods in a ballgame. One of the brothers' own twin sons, known as the Hero Twins, went on to avenge their slain relatives, according to the text.
"Early 20th century accounts falsely popularized lurid tales of young women and girls being sacrificed at the site," Christina Warinner, a co-author of the report and professor of anthropology at Harvard University, said in a statement.  "This study, conducted as a close international collaboration, turns that story on its head and reveals the deep connections between ritual sacrifice and the cycles of human death and rebirth described in sacred Maya texts."
The ancient city of Chichen Itza, home to one of the largest pyramids from the Mayan period, first rose to prominence in A.D. 600. According to UNESCO, the site began to decay in the 15th century -- but researchers say it remained a popular site for Mayan pilgrims into the colonial period and beyond. It was designated a UNESCO World Heritage site in 1988.
Barquera acknowledged that it could be jarring to realize the remains at the site belonged to "kids, and that they were sacrificed."
"But we have to bear in mind that death is a completely different concept for Mesoamerican cultures. ... Death is not seen as a bad thing. Of course, under our perspective, it's wrong. But back then, and according to their myths and their beliefs, what they were doing was considered correct, so we cannot judge what they did under our modern point of view."
The age of the burial site and its use over years show that Mayan rituals "were much more complex than just offering things to the gods because you need a favor or you need to ask for forgiveness," he added.
The research was not limited to uncovering the ancient history of Chichen Itza. The study also compared the DNA from the skulls with blood samples taken from 68 modern-day residents of Tixcacaltuyub, a town about 25 miles from the ancient site, and discovered that they were related to the children found in the cistern, indicating that the children whose remains were found there had been taken from nearby ancient Mayan communities.

A project outreach and information-sharing event with students of the Tixcacaltuyub community, led by lead study author Rodrigo Barquera. (Pilar Marquez Vega)


Barquera said the Tixcacaltuyub residents were "really happy" to hear of their link to the site and said they believed the findings would help them to better communicate with tourists and open conversations about equality.
"You know, you go to these archaeological places, you praise the people that built these amazing structures, and then you get out of the archaeological site and you treat Indigenous people in a bad way," he said.
"And now they feel this is a way to tell people, 'Look, we are the same, so why are you excluding us from important conversations, for example health and education, if we are the same people?'" he added.
Last year, the site, which was once named one of the seven modern wonders of the world, attracted a record 2.3 million visitors.
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Brawl breaks out in Italian parliament ahead of G-7 summit
Italian officials expressed regret as images from the brawl were splashed across the country's newspaper front pages Thursday.
By Jennifer Hassan | 2024-06-13

A brawl broke out in Italy's parliament on June 12 resulting in the apparent injury of one lawmaker who had to leave the chamber in a wheelchair.


Italian officials expressed regret for a brawl in the country's parliament, with violent scenes from Wednesday's incident spreading widely as Italy began to host world leaders for the annual Group of Seven summit in Puglia.
"I have no words,'' Foreign Minister Antonio Tajani told Italy's Sky TG24 news channel after Wednesday's violence. "We need to set another example, not punches to resolve political problems."
During the G-7 summit, which runs from Thursday through Saturday, Italy is welcoming leaders from the European Union and six other industrialized nations, including President Biden. There, leaders will discuss the war in Ukraine and other global issues.
Images from the brawl were splashed across the country's newspaper front pages Thursday. The lawmakers had clashed over a bill that seeks to grant certain regions further autonomy. Opponents of the controversial proposal say it will further exacerbate the north-south divide in the country and bring more hardship to the impoverished south.
Footage taken moments before the brawl shows opposition party member Leonardo Donno attempting to give an Italian flag to Minister Roberto Calderoli. As Donno approaches, Calderoli rejects the tricolor flag and backs away. Within seconds, others in the lower chamber join the fray, shoving one another and throwing punches into the crowd.
Donno later told Italian news agency Adnkronos that he "got close" to Calderoli, in an attempt to hand him the flag and "nothing else."
"Then, chaos ensued," Donno said. "I didn't just get kicked several times, I also received a very strong blow to my sternum, and I collapsed because I could no longer breathe."
Donno said the incident scared him and that he was treated by doctors in hospital.
Legislative brawls have a long history of playing out in parliaments around the world.
In Taiwan, lawmakers have thrown punches, chairs, eggs and water balloons during bouts of parliamentary violence. In 2020, legislators threw pig hearts, intestines and lungs through the air after the ruling party decided to allow imports of U.S. pork that contained the additive ractopamine.
Ukraine also has a long history of parliamentary brawling, with fights breaking out over personal matters, domestic issues and international matters. In 2017, Uganda's parliament was taken off the air after a brawl broke out between lawmakers who hurled chairs at each other as they fought over President Yoweri Museveni's efforts to extend his rule.
Stefano Pitrelli contributed to this report.
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Number of global displaced hits record high at 120 million, U.N. says
U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees Filippo Grandi also characterized new U.S. restrictions on asylum as a possible violation of international humanitarian law.
By Anika Seth | 2024-06-13

Displaced people from Sudan's Gezira state head to the eastern city of Gedaref on Monday. (AFP/Getty Images)


A record 120 million people worldwide have been forcibly displaced as of May, the United Nations' refugee agency said Thursday, with 8.8 million more people displaced by the end of 2023 compared with the year before in a 12-year increasing trend.
U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees Filippo Grandi called on countries to work together to help the displaced. "Behind these stark and rising numbers lie countless human tragedies. That suffering must galvanize the international community to act urgently to tackle the root causes of forced displacement," Grandi said in a statement.
The growing problem of displacement comes amid numerous global conflicts and a rising political backlash to migration in much of the West. Though Grandi described the Biden administration's goals to resettle 125,000 refugees within the United States as a "shining example of U.S. generosity," he also characterized new restrictions on asylum put in place by the United States as a possible violation of international humanitarian law.
Speaking to the Associated Press, Grandi said that the United States faces the "most complex challenge" of any developed nation regarding refugees, alluding to the southern border. The White House did not respond to a request for comment.
In its Global Trends report released Thursday, the U.N. refugee agency highlighted calamities in Sudan, where internal violence led to nearly 11 million people uprooted by the end of 2023. Other "key displacement situations" outlined in the report include escalating violence in Myanmar, internal displacement and food insecurity in Afghanistan, and a resurgence in fighting amid nearly 20 years of conflict in the Democratic Republic of Congo.
Syria remains the largest displacement crisis worldwide, as nearly 14 million Syrians had been displaced within and outside of the country by the end of 2023. Also by the end of 2023, 1.7 million people -- three-quarters of the population, and mostly Palestinian refugees -- had been displaced in the Gaza Strip, according to the report.
The "forcibly displaced" category includes refugees, asylum seekers, internally displaced people and other individuals classified as in need of international protection. The largest rise in these displacement figures is of internally displaced people, or individuals who aim to escape conflict while remaining in their home country. Over five years, this number has increased by nearly 50 percent and stood at 68.3 million by the end of 2023.
The U.N. report noted that if the displaced had their own country, it would be the 12th largest in the world -- roughly as populous as Japan.
President Biden announced last week new measures to shut off migrants' access to asylum when illegal border crossings meet emergency levels, or above an average of 2,500 per day. People at the border ineligible for protection will now be returned either to their home countries or Mexico, unless they can express a convincing fear of persecution that would then qualify them for more rigorous screening and a possible exemption.
The restrictions will remain in effect until two weeks after those daily numbers fall to or drop below 1,500. The last time migrant figures dropped that low was in July 2020 during the covid-19 pandemic, the Associated Press reported.
The American Civil Liberties Union said immediately after Biden's announcement that it would challenge the new measures in court and filed a suit Wednesday on behalf of immigrant rights groups, saying that Biden's executive action differs minimally from a similar move by the Trump administration that the courts blocked.
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At the G-7 summit, here are the key issues Biden and world leaders will discuss
The annual meeting of seven of the world's wealthiest democracies will include discussions on Ukraine, the Middle East and artificial intelligence.
By Niha Masih | 2024-06-13
The grinding wars in Ukraine and Gaza are likely to dominate the agenda at the annual Group of Seven summit in Italy.
The three-day summit will be held Thursday through Saturday at a luxury resort, the Borgo Egnazia in southern Italy's Puglia region, and will include leaders of the European Union and the G-7's member states: the United States, Canada, Germany, France, United Kingdom, Italy and Japan.

Italy's Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni highlighted discussions on Ukraine, the Middle East and artificial intelligence, as she kicked off the G-7 summit.


Italy as the host country has invited other notable guests for the summit including Pope Francis, U.N. Secretary General Antonio Guterres, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky and King Abdullah II of Jordan.
The forum is meeting in the aftermath of European Union Parliament elections where the far-right parties, including that of Italy's Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni, registered significant gains.
Here's what's on the agenda.
The United States will sign a 10-year bilateral security agreement with Ukraine, committing to continued supply of military assistance to Kyiv, national security adviser Jake Sullivan said. President Biden is scheduled to meet Zelensky on Thursday, and the leaders will hold a joint news conference after signing the agreement.
"We want to demonstrate that the U.S. supports the people of Ukraine, that we stand with them, and that we'll continue to help address their security needs not just tomorrow but out into the future," Sullivan told reporters on Air Force One. The agreement, Sullivan added, is intended to send a message to Russia that it cannot outlast the coalition in support of Ukraine.
The deal does not include deployment of American troops in Ukraine, said an administration official speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive details of the agreement before they have been made public. It also does not mention a dollar sum of support.
Separately, another priority of the G-7 leadership will be to come together to find ways to use profits from frozen Russian assets for a $50 billion loan to Ukraine.
Ahead of the G-7 meeting, the Treasury Department announced a new round of sweeping sanctions on Russia including a sanctions risk for foreign banks dealing with Russian banks or individuals.

President Biden and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky plan to sign a 10-year security agreement on June 13 at the G-7 summit.


The second meeting of the forum scheduled Thursday is set to discuss cease-fire efforts in the Middle East. This month, G-7 leaders endorsed the three-phase plan outlined by Biden to end the war in Gaza.
On Tuesday, Hamas responded to the proposal, suggesting changes including the need for assurances about a permanent end to the war, according to an official with knowledge of the talks speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss an ongoing diplomatic effort. "Some of the changes are workable, some are not," Secretary of State Antony Blinken said in Wednesday remarks in Doha, Qatar, alongside Qatari Prime Minister Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani.

Secretary of State Antony Blinken said on June 12 that Hamas had proposed numerous changes to a cease-fire deal and some changes were not workable.


Sullivan told reporters that the United States will work with the Egyptians and Qataris to bridge the remaining gaps, adding that it was time for a cease-fire to begin.
"The president will be consulting with G-7 leaders about the intensive efforts underway to make that happen," he said. "He has their full backing for what he is doing."
The risks and challenges posed by artificial intelligence will be another focus for G-7 leaders, who last year called for international standards for AI development, aimed at reducing potential harms such as disinformation, violations of civil rights and privacy, or unethical use of data.
On Friday, Pope Francis will speak during a session on artificial intelligence, becoming the first pontiff to participate at the G-7.
In an address on Jan. 1, he had said expansion of such technology should seek to serve human potential: "Artificial intelligence will become increasingly important. The challenges it poses are technical, but also anthropological, educational, social and political."
The pope was invited by Meloni to contribute "to defining a regulatory, ethical and cultural framework for artificial intelligence" as it tests the abilities of the international community, she said in a statement in April announcing his participation.
For Meloni, the forum will provide a platform to elevate her government's goals of tough action on illegal migration. She is expected to highlight investment in Africa as a way to create economic opportunity locally to dissuade people from undertaking risky journeys to European shores.
"Together we will lay the foundations to build a new and mutually beneficial relationship of equals with developing nations and emerging economies, and in particular with the African continent," she said in April, emphasizing combating human trafficking networks.
The Africa session will kick off the G-7, touching on climate change and development.
The West's tensions with China and the economic security of the Indo-Pacific are also likely to be topics of discussion.
Anthony Faiola contributed to this report.
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Russia financial system shaken after U.S. imposes new sanctions 
The U.S. Treasury Department hit Russia with a raft of tough new penalties targeting the country's financial system, prompting the Moscow exchange to hold trading of dollars and euros. 
By Catherine Belton | 2024-06-13

A pedestrian walks past an office of the Moscow Exchange, Russia's financial marketplace, which ceased foreign exchange trading in dollars and euros in response to a major new round of sanctions imposed by the U.S. on Thursday. (Maxim Shemetov/Reuters)


A tough new raft of U.S. sanctions sent jitters rippling through the Russian financial system on Thursday and forced Moscow's main financial trading platform to halt dollar and euro transactions, further raising the cost of President Vladimir Putin's war against Ukraine.
The sharp escalation in sanctions by the Treasury Department prompted former president and prime minister, Dmitry Medvedev, who is now a senior security official, to call on the population to "inflict maximum harm" on Western societies and infrastructure in retaliation. Meanwhile, several leading Russian banks and brokerages blocked access on Thursday to hard currency accounts.
The sweeping new sanctions -- announced by the Treasury Department on Wednesday -- singled out the Moscow Exchange, Russia's main financial marketplace, for helping Russians "profit from the Kremlin's war machine," and broadened the risk of secondary sanctions for any foreign financial institution doing business with Russia's war economy.
The Moscow Exchange operates trading markets in stocks, bonds, derivatives, currencies and precious metals.
The effort to toughen U.S. sanctions reflected a growing recognition among policymakers in Washington that existing measures, including unprecedented export controls, have proven insufficient at stopping the Kremlin from obtaining Western parts for its military supply chain, said Edward Fishman, who served as a senior State Department official in the Obama administration.
Ukrainian officials have documented thousands of foreign-made parts in Russian military supplies recovered on the battlefield, despite the Western restrictions. The new sanctions seek to cut down on that trade by making foreign banks unwilling to process Russian payments. 
U.S. officials wanted to put the actions in place ahead of a gathering of world leaders for a G-7 meeting in Italy. "There's tremendous frustration the export controls are not working as well as one would hope," Fishman said. "They're basically saying, if we financially isolate Russia it could make it much harder for it to pay for its military imports."
The new sanctions also targeted companies based in China selling semiconductor chips to Russia, as well as more than 300 individuals and entities in Russia, Europe, Asia and Africa.
Medvedev, who has become one of the most vociferous Russian officials in condemning the West, called on Russians to "look for vulnerabilities" in Western economies and to "hit them in all areas." "We must find problems in their most important technologies and strike them mercilessly," he said. "Literally destroy their energy, industry, transport, banking and social services."
Stocks on the Moscow exchange initially plummeted on Thursday, though they recovered later. Economists and former senior officials warned that the new measures barring trading in dollars and euros would significantly impact the cost of doing business for Russia's export and import based economy, possibly further stoking inflation, which is already high -- officially at 8 percent.
Although Russians have increasingly switched to the Chinese yuan since Moscow's invasion of Ukraine in February 2022, with 54 percent of all currency trading on the Moscow exchange now conducted in the Chinese currency, dollars and euros are still important for Russia's economy.
Russian businesses now must convert dollars and euros at Moscow banks instead of on the centralized exchange, allowing the banks to charge high commissions for each trade and increasing the spreads at which dollars and euros are bought and sold.
"Russia is still dependent on using Western currencies for trade with all countries except for China," said Janis Kluge, an economist at the German Institute for International and Security Affairs. "There is huge demand for trading these currencies."
The new sanctions, Kluge said, "will increase costs for importers and exporters" and add new "layers of complexity" to Russian business transactions. "The impact is psychological," he said, and further increases Russia's isolation.
Jeff Stein in Washington contributed reporting. 
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Russia, showing no evidence, says reporter Evan Gershkovich to be tried for spying
Gershkovich, a reporter for the Wall Street Journal, has been imprisoned in Russia for more than a year on espionage charges for which authorities have shown no evidence.  
By Mary Ilyushina | 2024-06-13

U.S. journalist Evan Gershkovich inside a defendants' cage before a hearing at the Moscow City Court in February. (Natalia Kolesnikova/AFP/Getty Images)


American journalist Evan Gershkovich of the Wall Street Journal will soon stand trial in the Russian city of Yekaterinburg on charges of spying for the CIA, Russian authorities said Thursday, even as they continued to disclose no evidence to support the accusations.
Gershkovich, 32, was arrested in March 2023 while on a reporting trip in Yekaterinburg and accused of espionage by the Federal Security Service, or FSB. If convicted, he faces up to 20 years in prison. Gershkovich, the Journal and U.S. officials repeatedly have rejected the charges as baseless.
Russian prosecutors, announcing that they had finalized an indictment, said in a statement that they had "established and documented" that Gershkovich "collected secret information" about the Uralvagonzavod military factory in the Sverdlovsk region while "on assignment from the CIA."
It was the first time Russian authorities revealed any details about the case they intend to build against him, and they still did not reveal any evidence to justify the allegations. All pretrial hearings against Gershkovich have been held behind closed doors.
The State Department has declared him and former U.S. Marine Paul Whelan, who was arrested in 2018 on similar charges, to be wrongfully detained, a designation that commits the federal government to work for their release.
Gershkovich's arrest marked the first time an American journalist had been accused of espionage in Russia since the Cold War. The Kremlin has signaled that it is open to the possibility of trading Gershkovich for Russian nationals jailed abroad once a verdict is delivered.
In February, President Vladimir Putin told American right-wing host Tucker Carlson in his first interview with a Western media figure since the 2022 invasion of Ukraine that "an agreement can be reached" with the United States to release Gershkovich.
Putin made a thinly veiled reference to Vadim Krasikov, an FSB agent currently serving a life sentence in Germany after being convicted of murdering a Georgian military officer, Zelimkhan Khangoshvili, in Berlin's Tiergarten Park in 2019.
"Listen, I'll tell you: sitting in one country, a country that is an ally of the United States, is a man who, for patriotic reasons, eliminated a bandit in one of the European capitals," Putin said.
Other officials have confirmed initial discussions had taken place about an exchange that would have involved Gershkovich, Krasikov and Alexei Navalny, the Russian political opposition figure who died suddenly in an Arctic prison in February. Navalny's family and associates said he was killed to prevent such an exchange from taking place.
Navalny had recovered at a Berlin hospital after he was nearly assassinated with a chemical weapon in Russia in 2020, and freeing him was seen as a way to convince Germany to release Krasikov.
U.S. officials and analysts have accused Russia of using Americans as bargaining chips to win the release of Russians convicted in the West of serious crimes.
The arrests in recent months of dual U.S.-Russian citizens -- Alsu Kurmasheva, a reporter with U.S. government-financed Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, and Ksenia Karelina, a spa worker who had been living California -- brought the number of Americans in Russian custody to at least six.
Those detentions have fueled speculation that Russia is seeking to gain more leverage. Moscow denies that the arrests are politically motivated and insists each detainee has violated Russian law.
In February 2022, just before the invasion of Ukraine, the American WNBA star Brittney Griner was arrested in Russia for possessing less than a gram of hash oil and charged with drug smuggling. She spent nearly 10 months in prison in Russia before being exchanged for the notorious Russian arms dealer Viktor Bout who was being held in a U.S. federal prison.
Former U.S. Marine Trevor Reed, meanwhile, was swapped for convicted drug trafficker Konstantin Yaroshenko in April 2022.
Gershkovich has spent over a year imprisoned in the infamous FSB-linked Lefortovo detention center in Moscow where scores of political prisoners and dissidents have been held over the years. The facility was designed to instill isolation and despair in its inmates.
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Path to cease-fire deal possible, U.S. says, as Israel targets Rafah anew
White House national security adviser Jake Sullivan said the United States was working "actively" to generate a path to a cease-fire deal following Hamas's latest response.
By Leo Sands, Loveday Morris, Hajar Harb | 2024-06-13

Secretary of State Antony Blinken said on June 12 that Hamas had proposed numerous changes to a cease-fire deal and some changes were not workable.


The White House said it viewed the cease-fire deal for the Gaza Strip as still possible Thursday, based on Hamas's latest response to an American-backed plan, as Israel ramped up attacks around Rafah in southern Gaza.
"We are working actively to generate a path forward based on what Hamas has come in with," White House national security adviser Jake Sullivan told reporters at the  Group of Seven summit in Italy, referring to Hamas's latest response with an amended proposal. "It gets us to a result that's consistent with what the U.N. Security Council laid down and consistent with [what] President Biden laid out; we believe that is possible."
At the same time, Sullivan urged Hamas to accept the U.S.-backed proposal that was "on the table." Hamas "should take it and not try to push this thing in a direction where we just get to stalemate," he said, calling on the international community to pressure Hamas to accept the deal on offer.
Hamas had provided Egyptian and Qatari officials with its response to the U.S.-backed deal, framing it as "positive." In a statement Thursday, the militant group said it was negotiating in good faith and urged the Israeli government to publicly signal its support for the deal.
While Biden has characterized it as an "Israeli" proposal, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu subsequently distanced himself from it under pressure from his right flank.
Hamas's statement disputed Secretary of State Antony Blinken's suggestion that the group was responsible for the delay, countering that  his bias toward Israel was "responsible for obstructing reaching an agreement."
"The movement confirmed its readiness to cooperate with the mediators to enter into indirect negotiations on the implementation of these principles," the statement read, repeating the group's demands for Israeli forces to withdraw completely from the Strip, for an exchange of captives, humanitarian aid to enter Gaza, and permission for the displaced to return home.
Hamas's statement came after Blinken accused the group of making unworkable demands during the negotiations by proposing "numerous changes" to the plan announced by Biden last month. The State Department did not offer an official response to Hamas's criticism on Thursday.
"We're not going to bother responding to a terrorist organization whose haggling has prevented a cease-fire from already being in effect," said a State Department official who spoke on the condition of anonymity to talk about sensitive diplomatic discussions.
This week, the U.N. Security Council approved Biden's plan for a cease-fire deal, marking a rare diplomatic victory on Gaza for the United States at the United Nations. The multistage plan would begin with a six-week cease-fire during which Israeli forces would withdraw from populated areas; Hamas would release all hostages who are women, children, elderly  or wounded; Palestinians would be allowed to return to their homes across Gaza; and aid would flood into the enclave.
Israeli forces struck the Mawasi area in the southern Gaza coastline overnight as tanks attempted to push deeper into Gaza toward the Egyptian border, local Palestinian residents said, describing confusion and chaos among the displaced who had nowhere to flee.

Palestinians pack their belongings as they flee Rafah due to an Israeli military operation on Thursday. (Hatem Khaled/Reuters)


Asad Zourub, 31, said in an interview that Israeli forces fired at targets throughout Mawasi from "land, sea and air," starting at around 9 p.m. Wednesday evening and lasting throughout the night. "Random shooting occurred, creating a sense of fear among citizens," he said. On Thursday, Zourub said people had returned to their tents after fleeing overnight.
The Israel Defense Forces said that it deployed drones, airstrikes and engaged in "close-quarters" combat in the Rafah area of southern Gaza, conducting what it described as "intelligence-based, targeted operations." According to a statement, Israeli troops located weapons, struck a rocket launch site and killed an unspecified number of militants in the area. Throughout the Strip, the Israeli military said its air force hit over 45 targets in total on Wednesday.
Part of the coastal Mawasi region has been designated a humanitarian area, but the IDF denied it had struck there.
The Israeli advance pushed into areas in western Rafah that are not under evacuation orders, sowing confusion among residents. Many fled a day earlier amid rumors that the International Committee of the Red Cross had warned people to leave.
In a statement, the ICRC said Israel had informed it on Wednesday of "continued" military operations in western Rafah but the aid group said it had not publicly circulated any information. "Any information on military operations needs to come from the party conducting them," the ICRC said.
Sirens also sounded in northern Israel amid reports of heavy rocket fire from Lebanon and "approximately 40 projectiles were launched toward the Galilee and Golan Heights area," igniting a number of fires in northern Israel, according to the IDF, which said it intercepted many of them. At least two people were lightly injured with shrapnel in the Golan Heights, Israel's Magen David Adom rescue service reported.
Videos published by Israeli outlets also showed a large fire in the area of Safed, a northern Israeli city home to a large military base.
The volley came a day after Hezbollah, the militant group in Lebanon, sent about 215 projectiles toward northern Israel in retaliation for an Israeli airstrike in southern Lebanon that killed one of its senior commanders the previous day.
The Houthis in Yemen struck a Greek-owned cargo ship, causing severe flooding and damage to the engine room, U.S. Central Command said Wednesday. The Liberian-flagged bulk carrier, the MV Tutor, most recently docked in Russia. U.S. forces also destroyed three cruise missile launchers and a drone launched from an area of Yemen controlled by Houthi militants, who have been attacking vessels passing through the Red Sea for months.
More than 330,000 tons of waste have piled up alongside populated areas of the Gaza Strip, according to UNRWA. The U.N. agency for Palestinian refugees said that the trash is posing "catastrophic" environmental and health risks, as children rummage through it daily.
A U.N. inquiry said Israel has committed war crimes and crimes against humanity in Gaza. The report, which the U.N. human rights office said was the first in-depth U.N. investigation of events on and since Hamas's attack Oct. 7, also found that Palestinian armed groups carried out war crimes in Israel.
At least   37,232 people have been killed and 85,037 injured in Gaza since the war started, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between civilians and combatants but says the majority of the dead are women and children. Israel estimates that about 1,200 people were killed in Hamas's Oct. 7 attack, including more than 300 soldiers, and it says 298 soldiers have been killed since the launch of its military operations in Gaza.
John Hudson, Frances Vinall and Tyler Pager contributed to this report.
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Swifties set off earthquake sensors again. These songs made the biggest stir.
Fans caused the most seismic activity as Taylor Swift sang "... Ready For It?" at the Eras Tour, which produced as much power as 6,000 car batteries make, experts said.
By Kyle Melnick | 2024-06-13

Taylor Swift performs at the Murrayfield Stadium in Edinburgh, Scotland, on Friday. (Jane Barlow/PA/AP)


Sophie Butcher remembers hearing thousands of fans erupt in cheers as Taylor Swift stomped on to the stage to perform "... Ready for It?" in Scotland last week. Throughout Swift's four-minute performance Friday, fans danced, jumped, swayed back and forth, and clapped, Butcher said.
Butcher said the performance was one of the most exciting from the Eras Tour concert. But she didn't learn just how rowdy it was until she returned to her job studying earthquakes on Monday.
Seismologists at the British Geological Survey (BGS), where Butcher works, picked up earthquake readings during Swift's concerts Friday, Saturday and Sunday in Edinburgh, Scotland's capital. Butcher investigated further, using videos from the concerts to find which songs produced the most seismic activity as a result of dancing, clapping and stomping.
The BGS announced Thursday that fans created up to 23.4 nanometers of movement at Swift's concerts. That's significantly more than other popular artists -- Harry Styles, Beyonce and Bruce Springsteen -- produced when they recently performed in Scotland, Butcher said.
Earthquake readings were strongest when Swift performed two songs in particular. As she sang and danced to " ... Ready for It?," the crowd transmitted about 80 kilowatts of power, which is equivalent to the power that roughly 6,000 car batteries produce, the BGS said. During "Cruel Summer," fans were "jumping and almost bobbing and swaying," Butcher said as she tried to replicate the movements on a video call Thursday.
At Swift's Eras Tour shows, fans cheer for an extended amount of time after she performs "Champagne Problems." When spectators cheered in Edinburgh for about four minutes last weekend, the clapping and jumping also created seismic activity. The earthquake readings were picked up nearly four miles from Murrayfield Stadium, the BGS said.
The seismic activity from Swift's concerts wasn't strong enough for most people to feel, the BGS said. Seismologist James Hammond told The Washington Post in July that people creating vibrations from parties is "quite common."
It was a strong start to Swift's summer tour through Europe, which features a new set list and will continue in Liverpool, England, this week. But Swift's concerts had already created earthquake readings when she toured the United States.
Seismologists said Swift's concert in Seattle in July created seismic activity equivalent to a 2.3-magnitude earthquake. Her concert in Los Angeles the following month also produced earthquake-like tremors. Butcher said the BGS didn't estimate an earthquake magnitude from Swift's Scotland concerts.
Butcher, 29, said she wasn't thinking about seismic activity when she attended Swift's concerts at Murrayfield Stadium on Friday and Saturday as a fan. Nearly 73,000 spectators attended the concert each night, breaking the record for the largest crowd at a stadium concert in Scotland three times, stadium spokeswoman Sarah Cruickshank said in an email to The Post.
Butcher, a volcanologist, said she was bummed to return to work Monday until seismologists reviewed data from the weekend and found seismic activity during Swift's concerts.
Butcher said the BGS has seismometers posted underground across Scotland to monitor earthquakes. The devices also pick up seismic activity from concerts and sporting events sometimes, Butcher said.
When Styles performed at Murrayfield Stadium in May last year, Butcher said the seismometers recorded about 15 nanometers of movement. All three of Swift's concerts performed well above that number, according to the BGS.
While Butcher normally studies earthquakes before and after volcanic activity, she said her bosses asked her Monday afternoon to investigate Swift's concerts. Butcher said she used the time stamps from her videos and photos, as well as from the three friends she went to the concerts with, to match the times the seismic activity spiked.
"I just got to spend all of Monday afternoon ... reliving the weekend," Butcher said, "and also doing some science at the same time."
Correlating the times with the songs Swift was playing was easy because the concerts followed a similar schedule, Butcher said. They started at 7:15 p.m., Swift sang "Cruel Summer" about six minutes later, and she performed "... Ready For It?" around 8:22 p.m., Butcher said.

Sophie Butcher, who works for the British Geological Survey, attended two of Taylor Swift's concerts in Scotland last weekend. (Eilidh Menzies)


Swift complimented fans during her Edinburgh concert Sunday.
"You are not just here to dance," she said. "You're not just here to sing. You are here to totally commit to the moment, to the vibe, to the night."
As Butcher attends other concerts in Europe this summer -- she's seeing the Killers and going to Glastonbury Festival -- she said she's curious if other fan bases will produce earthquake readings. Seismometers could be the judge, Butcher said, if fans come ... ready for it.
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U.S. will send Ukraine a second Patriot air defense battery
The Patriot air defense battery will be transferred to Ukraine from Poland where the U.S. has staged weapons shipments since Russia's invasion began.
By Missy Ryan, Michael Birnbaum, Siobhan O'Grady, Dan Lamothe | 2024-06-13

Ukrainian and German soldiers stand in front of a Patriot air defense system Tuesday during the visit from Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky to a military training area in Germany. (Jens Buettner/Pool/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


The Biden administration is planning to provide Ukraine an additional Patriot air defense system as Kyiv struggles to shield key cities and infrastructure from ongoing Russian assaults, three U.S. and a senior European official said Wednesday.
According to the European official, who like others spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe plans that had not been made public, the United States has informed some allies of its decision to send Ukraine the additional battery.
One of the U.S. officials said the system will be sent to Ukraine from an airfield in southeastern Poland that the Pentagon has used as a staging base to send weapons and supplies to Ukrainian forces. Multiple Patriot batteries have been based there since Russian's full-scale invasion of Ukraine in 2022.
U.S. military officials plan to backfill the system in Poland with another Patriot from elsewhere, this person said.
The move follows months of pressure from the government of President Volodymyr Zelensky, facing regular bombardment more than two years into the war, for additional military aid from the West, especially air defense systems that could help provide some normalcy to Ukraine's citizens and its economy.
"Ukraine saw how the U.S. are searching for Patriots all around the world while not being able to explain why they cannot provide one of their own," said a Ukrainian official who spoke on the condition of anonymity due to the sensitivity of the topic. "Everyone in Ukraine worked on all levels to get this done."
The Patriot, a marquee U.S. system, is especially coveted because, in addition to effectively protecting troops, urban areas and vital assets such as power facilities, it is the only system that has proven able to shoot down hypersonic missiles that Russia has lobbed at Ukraine. The weapons are maneuverable and fly at low trajectories, making them difficult to detect and defend against.
News of the decision to provide Ukraine the additional Patriot system, which cost more than $1 billion each, was first reported by the New York Times.
The stakes were apparent early Wednesday when the Kremlin launched a massive attack, sending six cruise missiles and more than 20 drones over Ukraine. In the capital, Kyiv, air-raid alerts blared, and explosions rang out throughout the night.
Ukraine's air force said air defense units successfully downed 29 of 30 incoming targets, which included four cruise missiles, one ballistic missile, one aeroballistic missile and 24 attack drones.
The attack underscored the threat Ukraine's cities face daily, and the successful downing of almost all the weapons supported Kyiv's insistence that modern air defense is necessary to repel constant Russian attacks.
Hours after the overnight barrage, another missile attack targeted Zelensky's hometown of Kryvyi Rih, killing at least nine people, wounding dozens of others and damaging an administrative and residential building, officials said.
"Every day and every hour, Russian terror proves that Ukraine must strengthen its air defense with the support of our partners," Zelensky wrote on social media after the attack. "Modern air defense systems can ensure maximum protection for our people, cities, and positions. We need them urgently."

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky attends a conference this week in Berlin. (Ebrahim Noroozi/AP)


Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba, who has lobbied countries that operate the system to donate spares, has said Ukraine needs 26 batteries to fully protect the country from ongoing Russian air attacks, or at a minimum seven to protect key sites.
Germany has delivered two Patriot systems to Ukraine, and German Chancellor Olaf Scholz has announced plans to deliver a third one soon. The Netherlands also said last month that it will soon assemble a Patriot system with its own components and those of European allies, repeating an effort it made last year that gave Ukraine one full system.
Ukraine's challenge in protecting civilians has intensified as antiaircraft munitions dwindled over the winter and early spring -- the result of a funding impasse inside the U.S. Congress that held up U.S. aid for seven months.
Now Ukraine is trying to bolster its antimissile shield, especially around major population centers and critical energy infrastructure. Since March, Russia pursued a campaign against Ukraine's power plants and other nodes of energy infrastructure, plunging many regions into darkness for long stretches of the day.
Zelensky said Tuesday that the Kremlin had destroyed 9 gigawatts of his country's electricity generation capacity, about half of Ukraine's peak energy consumption last winter. With Kyiv and other cities already facing blackouts, fears are growing in Ukraine and among its partners that it could face a cold winter, since it is unlikely to be able to rebuild production in time.
O'Grady reported from Kyiv. Alex Horton contributed to this report.
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An account of Jesus as a boy is decoded from an ancient papyrus scrap
The 1,600-year-old manuscript had sat unnoticed for decades at a German university. Experts say it may be the oldest written document detailing Jesus' childhood.
By Kelsey Ables | 2024-06-13

A portion of the painting "The Holy Family" (about 1820) by Joseph Paelinck depicts the baby Jesus held by Mary, left, and her mother Anne. (Joseph Paelinck/J. Paul Getty Museum)


For decades, a clumsily written document sat unnoticed at a university library in Germany, believed to be nothing more than a very old, everyday note, such as a private letter or a shopping list. Now, more than a millennium and a half after it was written, researchers believe the papyrus fragment is no ordinary memo, but the oldest surviving written copy of a gospel detailing Jesus' childhood.
Lajos Berkes from Humboldt University of Berlin and Gabriel Nocchi Macedo from the University of Liege in Belgium, two papyrologists, date it to the 4th or 5th century, according to a news release.
They deciphered the fragment and identified it as a passage from the Infancy Gospel of Thomas, a biblical apocrypha -- or a work from outside the accepted canon of scripture -- that is believed to have been originally written in the 2nd century A.D. That makes it the oldest extant copy of that particular gospel.
The fragment is "of extraordinary interest for research," Berkes said in the statement, noting it offers "new insights into the transmission of the text." Nocchi Macedo said it confirms assessments that the Infancy Gospel of Thomas was originally written in Greek.

The papyrus fragment recently found to be the oldest surviving copy of the apocryphal Infancy Gospel of Thomas, a written account of Jesus' childhood. (Staats- und Universitatsbibliothek Hamburg)


After researchers noticed the word "Jesus" in the document, they decoded it "letter by letter and quickly realized that it could not be an everyday document," Berkes said. Key terms including "crowing" and "branch" allowed them to compare it to other early Christian texts and identify it as an early copy of the Infancy Gospel of Thomas. The manuscript's clumsy writing was long seen as a sign that it was a insignificant document, but now researchers believe it was created as an exercise at a school or monastery.
Biblical apocrypha, from the Greek apokryphos or "hidden," are stories that did not make it into the Bible, but were read widely in antiquity and the Middle Ages, the statement notes. While Christian sects disagree over the status and extent of the apocrypha, they have long been studied, providing context to understanding the backdrop to the New Testament, according to the Center for Christian Apologetics, Scholarship and Education in Australia.
Michael Zellmann-Rohrer, a papyrologist at Macquarie University in Sydney who studies ancient religion and magic, called the fragment's decoding an "exciting find."
"Here we have one more witness to the diversity of Christian scripture before the development of a fixed canon," he said in an email, noting it also offers "a detailed look at the shape in which one such noncanonical text was copied and read in Late Antiquity."
Certainty is "difficult when faced with fragmentary texts like papyri," he added, but called the proposed identification "highly probable."
He notes that while the birth of Jesus is already recounted in the canonical gospels, this is the "earliest manuscript record that attests the childhood of Jesus in detail."
The words on the fragment are believed to be part of a story in which a 5-year-old Jesus is playing near a stream and molding clay that he finds in the mud into sparrows. When  Joseph scolds him and asks him why he is doing this on the Sabbath, or the day of rest, Jesus claps his hands and the figures come to life.
Zellmann-Rohrer said the episode's playfulness, claim of Jesus creating of life from an inanimate substance and "the texture of the relationship between Jesus and Joseph" depicted adds "significantly to the picture of the childhood of Jesus that we get from the canonical gospels."
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Shark attacks are rising in Australia. Technology is helping stop them.
Australia is a nation of beaches. But a growing incidence of shark attacks is forcing authorities to turn to drones and artificial intelligence to try to keep beachgoers safe.
By Michael E. Miller | 2024-06-13
COFFS HARBOUR, Australia -- It was just before noon when Nathaniel Woodcock returned to the beach with fresh batteries for his drone. It was the height of the Australian summer, and the 21-year-old was spending another day scanning the emerald waters from above.
He spotted something headed toward the swimmers and surfers: A seven-foot shadow. A great white shark.
Woodcock radioed lifeguards, then activated the warning system, he later recalled, recounting the incident to a reporter. "Attention, beach users," the drone blared. "There is a shark in your area. Please exit the water."
As swimmers scrambled onto the beach, Woodcock's eyes were glued to his screen, where he saw the shark following a school of fish to shore. As a wave broke, the shark suddenly surged toward the beach. Then, to everyone's relief, it headed back out to sea.
Woodcock is one of hundreds of drone pilots enlisted in a high-tech push to stem an increase in shark attacks in Australia, a country of 100,000 beaches where most people live near the coast.
But as the number of attacks has grown recently -- in Australia and around the world -- the nation is moving away from traditional shark-fighting tools like nets and adopting new technologies.

Swimmers at North Bondi Beach, near Sydney, this past January, at the height of the Australian summer. (Photos by Matthew Abbott for The Washington Post) 



A lifeguard keeps watch from the main Bondi Beach tower on Jan. 26 -- Australia Day, one of the busiest beach days of the year. 


Australia now has the world's largest coastal drone-surveillance operation and is installing nonlethal traps, or drumlines, that alert authorities when a shark takes their bait. These are enabling authorities to monitor sharks like never before -- and have turned Australia into a laboratory for ways to prevent shark attacks.
Drone pilots are just the beginning. Officials are testing remotely operated and long-distance drones, as well as ways to incorporate artificial intelligence. But until such technology is widely deployed, many areas remain unmonitored.
Woodcock's intervention on a beach in Mollymook, three hours south of Sydney, in January at the height of the Australian summer showed the new technology's lifesaving power. But it also revealed the gaps that remain: The great white hadn't been tagged with a tracker, so a listening station couldn't detect it. And had the shark appeared a few hours later, Woodcock, the sole drone operator that day, would have been off duty.
There were 10 fatal shark attacks globally last year, and four of them were in Australia, according to the University of Florida's International Shark Attack File. Although this was lower than the six deaths in Australian waters in 2020, the trend has been up: There were only one or two fatal shark attacks a year between 2012 and 2018, with none in 2019.
Last year a woman was bitten by a bull shark in Sydney's harbor -- the first attack in the waterway in a decade. The incident and a deadly attack in Perth's Swan River a year earlier have stirred fears that warmer waters caused by climate change are making sharks linger in some locations, just as increasing temperatures and populations drive more people to the ocean.

Drone pilot Paolo Cattaneo monitors the water for sharks on Jan. 26 near Tamarama Beach, Australia.



Swimmers at Bondi Beach. 


High above the sunbathers and bodybuilders of Bondi Beach sits an Aboriginal rock carving showing what may be humankind's first recorded shark attack. British colonists found Sydney harbor "full" of the animals. And when Arthur Conan Doyle, the creator of Sherlock Holmes, visited in 1920, he marveled that "the fact that the water swarms with sharks seems to present no fears to these strong-nerved people."
Yet, even those strong nerves have occasionally frayed. When attacks increased in the 1930s because of waste near Sydney's shore, authorities put nets around popular beaches.
Nearly a century later, the nets are still in place: There were 51 along 150 miles of coastline near Sydney this Australian summer, managed by the New South Wales Department of Primary Industries.
State workers check the nets every few days. "Target species" -- great white, tiger and bull sharks, which cause most of the serious bites -- found alive are fitted with acoustic tags and shepherded out to sea. But most wildlife caught aren't sharks, let alone dangerous ones, and are already dead by the time they are discovered.
"Shark nets create an incredible cost on other marine life," said Duncan Heuer from Saving Norman, a group devoted to Bondi's critically endangered gray nurse sharks.
But the biggest argument against nets is that they don't work, he says. They sit about 13 feet below the surface, end well above the ocean floor and are only 500 feet long. Nearly half the time that a shark gets caught, it's already on the shore side of the net, he added. And 17 percent of unprovoked attacks have happened at netted beaches, according to DPI.
Nets give beachgoers false security, making politicians reluctant to get rid of them, said Chris Pepin-Neff, an expert on the public policy of shark attack prevention. "It's smoke and mirrors," they said.

Lifeguards, in blue, and lifesavers, in red and yellow, work to keep beach visitors safe on Bondi Beach. 



A swim group gathers shortly after exiting the water at Bondi Beach. 


DPI still says nets reduce shark encounters, but its stance has softened. A recent study whose authors included DPI scientists said it "could not detect differences in the interaction rate" between sharks and humans at netted vs. non-netted beaches since the early 2000s. Last year, half the communities with nets voted to remove them.
Ultimately, it's the state government that will decide. New South Wales Premier Chris Minns wants to get rid of the nets -- with a caveat. "I've got to have confidence that the replacement, the new technologies, are as good," he said last year.

Samara Bye, a contractor for the New South Wales Department of Primary Industries, deploys a SMART drumline off Coffs Harbour, 300 miles north of Sydney. 


On a muggy morning in late January, that new technology lined the deck of a small fishing boat chugging out of the Coffs Harbour marina, 300 miles north of Sydney. As dawn streaked the sky, Samara Bye tossed an anchor over the side of the boat. Then she threw in two buoys attached to a solar-powered, satellite-linked sensor. Finally, she chucked in a mullet on a six-inch hook.
She was fishing for sharks.
The DPI contractor was setting 15 nonlethal, or "SMART," drumlines. ("SMART" stands for "Shark Management Alert in Real Time.")
"People hear 'drumline' and think we're killing the sharks, but we're not," said Paul Butcher, a DPI scientist. He contrasts the technology to Queensland state's use of traditional drumlines, which are left overnight, are deadly and have drawn outrage.
The new drumlines were first implemented in New South Wales in 2015, after four shark attacks -- one fatal -- in as many weeks sparked fear in the normally laid-back surfer communities near Byron Bay, north of Coffs Harbour. "The feeling was, 'You've got all those shark nets down in Sydney, but what are you doing for us up here,'" recalled Liz Brennan, a communications coordinator for DPI.

Paul Butcher, principal research scientist with the NSW Department of Primary Industries in Australia, tags a great white shark.


The program, which has grown from a few drumlines to 305, helps keep people safe: Sharks tend to avoid for a few months places where they've been caught, Butcher said. But it also helps humans learn about the animals via DNA and tracking data.
The drumlines work with 37 listening buoys, which alert lifeguards and some beachgoers when a tagged shark approaches.
The idea is to eventually replace Sydney's shark nets with the newer, nonlethal technologies.
"There just has to be a government at some stage that, when they are happy with the research, will swap shark nets out for drumlines and drones," Butcher said.

Samara Bye throwing a baited drumline overboard. She repeats this process every 1,000 yards or so along the Coffs Harbour coastline. 



DPI scientist Paul Butcher, left, and colleague James Tulloch pick up a drumline after getting a false alert that a shark had taken the bait. 


The new tech isn't perfect. Sometimes the drumlines have false alarms. Glare or seagrass can prevent drone pilots from spying sharks, while bad weather can ground some machines. And drones are only as good as their operators, who must stay alert for hours.
"It's a lot of coffee," Paolo Cattaneo, another drone pilot, explained as he scoured the waves at Tamarama, not far from Bondi. Like the drumlines, the drone program has grown from a small experiment in 2017 to the biggest such operation in the world. More than 200 paid pilots monitor 50 locations along the state's coast from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. during four busy school-holiday periods. There are also has a few hundred year-round volunteers.

Lifesavers circle a shark in October 2019 in the waves at Birubi Beach, Australia.


New South Wales used to use planes, which released red powder if they spotted a shark, said Pepin-Neff. Then the state switched to helicopters, but they proved expensive and ineffective.
As on the battlefield, drones are proving cheaper and more efficient on the beach. If Cattaneo spots something, he drops his drone to 50 feet and starts recording. Shark diagrams on his monitor help him gauge an animal's size. If it's a great white, tiger or bull shark and it gets within about 1,000 feet of the beach, he'll tell lifeguards to clear the water. In the six weeks over Christmas, as the Australian summer was in full swing, drone pilots spied 164 sharks.
DPI is experimenting with AI to help drone pilots identify dangerous species. It is also testing "drones in a box" -- stored at beaches and deployed remotely -- and long-range drones that can fly for 60 miles.
It's too soon to say if this will stem rising shark attacks. But so far, in five years, there hasn't been a shark-human interaction at a beach protected by either drones or the new drumlines, compared with 19 in a similar period before.
Some warn against putting too much faith in technology, however. The program costs New South Wales about $14 million a year, more than many places can afford. And even in the future, if Australian beaches are continually patrolled by drones, it still won't be possible to prevent every shark attack.
"When you enter wildlife's domain," Pepin-Neff said, "you do it at your own risk."

Paul Butcher and his team of shark researchers make their way through the Coffs Harbour marina at sunrise. 






This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2024/06/13/shark-attack-prevention-drones-ai-australia/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Biden, Zelensky to sign 10-year U.S.-Ukraine security deal at G-7 summit
The agreement -- which Trump could undo if reelected -- commits Washington to give Kyiv long-term support. Unlike NATO, it doesn't require a U.S. military response if Ukraine is attacked.
By Ellen Nakashima, Michael Birnbaum | 2024-06-13

President Biden and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky plan to sign a 10-year security agreement on June 13 at the G-7 summit.


President Biden and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky plan Thursday to sign a 10-year security agreement that will commit Washington to supply Kyiv with a wide range of military assistance, national security adviser Jake Sullivan said, in a bid to bolster Ukraine's fight with Russia.
The deal aims to commit future U.S. administrations to support Ukraine, even if former president Donald Trump wins November's election, officials said. It will be a framework for a long-term effort by the United States to help develop Ukraine's armed forces, which have innovated on drone warfare and other cutting-edge techniques in the fight against Russia, but are also desperately outgunned and in need of modern weapons.
Officials said that they hoped the agreement would transcend political divisions within the United States, but acknowledged that Trump or any future president could withdraw from the legally binding executive agreement, because it is not a treaty and will not be ratified by Congress. Nor does it make any new commitments about Ukraine's prospects for joining the NATO defense alliance, which remain distant.
"We want to demonstrate that the U.S. supports the people of Ukraine, that we stand with them, and that we'll continue to help address their security needs not just tomorrow but out into the future," Sullivan told reporters on Air Force One as the president flew to a Group of Seven leaders summit in Italy's southern Puglia region.
Washington will strengthen Ukraine's "credible defense and deterrence capability," Sullivan said. "If [Russian President] Vladimir Putin thinks that he can outlast the coalition supporting Ukraine, he's wrong."
With Trump leading Biden in many election polls, the future of the agreement remains unclear. Trump has at times expressed skepticism of Ukraine's continued fight, saying at one point that he would end the war between Russia and Ukraine within 24 hours, and he has pushed for Europe to take on more of the burden of supporting Kyiv. But he also eventually signaled his assent to congressional passage of aid for Ukraine this spring.
The agreement comes after months of negotiations that started in August last year, the month after a NATO summit where the Biden administration was among the most reluctant to offer Ukraine a speedy path to alliance membership. Officials instead proposed a series of bilateral security agreements as a way of creating a different form of organized, binding long-term support for Kyiv.
Not long after negotiations started, though, the billions of dollars of short-term military aid that the United States sends Ukraine got tangled in Congress, with skeptical House Republicans delaying approval of new funding until April -- a seven-month period that put on hold discussions about the 10-year deal. U.S. officials felt it made little sense to talk about long-term commitments to Ukraine when they could not muster support for the immediate fight.
Biden on Thursday will join 15 other countries that have signed bilateral agreements with Ukraine, including Britain, France, Germany and Italy. An additional 16 countries have committed eventually to making similar agreements. Officials expect the nations will coordinate how they carry out their assistance pledges, potentially starting at a summit of NATO leaders in Washington next month, although not every country that has signed a deal with Kyiv is a member of that alliance.
The pact does not commit Washington to supply troops to defend Ukraine if it is attacked, unlike NATO's all-for-one, one-for-all mutual defense promises, an administration official said, speaking like others on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive details of the agreement before they have been made public. There is also not a dollar figure attached to the support Washington will supply Ukraine.
But it commits the United States to hold high-level consultations with Kyiv within 24 hours if Ukraine is attacked again in the future, and it promises that the U.S. president will work with Congress to implement the security agreements, the official said.
The United States will also continue to train Ukraine's military, deepen cooperation on defense industry production and share more intelligence than currently. And it will try to help build Ukraine's long-term deterrent power across different domains -- including air, sea and cyber -- people familiar with the agreement said.
"It's about moving the planning cycle from only fighting the current war to thinking in a much broader perspective about deterrence and defense," said Eric Ciaramella, a former White House official who is now a fellow at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace.
"This is not the end of the story," he said. "There will be ways to make these agreements stronger over time, including coordination with the allies.''
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What are Russian warships doing in the Caribbean?
The frigate Admiral Gorshkov and the nuclear-powered submarine Kazan arrived Wednesday in Havana fresh from exercises in the North Atlantic Ocean.
By Samantha Schmidt, Dan Lamothe, Mary Ilyushina | 2024-06-13

The Russian rescue tugboat Nikolay Chiker docks at Havana harbor in 2014. (Yamil Lage/AFP/Getty Images)


U.S. forces are keeping close watch on a flotilla of Russian warships that reached Cuba on Wednesday in an apparent show of force by President Vladimir Putin flexing his missiles in the Western Hemisphere.
The port call in Havana, Moscow's longtime ally, comes less than two weeks after the Biden administration said it would allow Ukraine to use U.S.-provided weaponry against some military targets inside Russia.
The four Russian vessels arrived in Havana Harbor fresh from military exercises in the North Atlantic Ocean, Russia's Defense Ministry said. They're due to stay through Monday.
The ships aren't carrying nuclear weapons, the Cuban and Russian foreign ministries have said, "so their stop in our country does not represent a threat to the region," Havana said last week.
Here's what you need to know.
The Russian flotilla includes the frigate Admiral Gorshkov and the nuclear-powered submarine Kazan, a medium tanker and a rescue tugboat. Even without nuclear weapons, the frigate and the submarine are capable of launching Zircon hypersonic missiles, Kalibr cruise missiles and Onyx anti-ship missiles, Russia's most highly touted modern weapons.
Several hours before entering the Havana harbor, Russian defense officials said, the flotilla completed an exercise in "the use of precision missile weapons." Sailors used computer simulations to "hit" targets without launching actual missiles.
In Moscow, Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov met with his Cuban counterpart, Bruno Rodriguez Parrilla. Lavrov affirmed Russia's "continued support for Havana in its just demand for a complete and immediate end" to Washington's 62-year embargo on most trade with Cuba and the removal of the country from the State Department's list of state sponsors of terrorism.
The visit came on Russia Day, when Russians mark the dissolution of the Soviet Union. State television highlighted extensive coverage of the event in the U.S. media, including clips from CNN. One Russian reporter described the visit as retaliation for Biden's decision to allow Ukraine to strike inside Russia with American weapons.
"Last week, President Vladimir Putin made it clear that it reserves the right for a mirror response -- that is, supplying long-range weapons to countries that feel the pressure of the United States," the Russia 24 reporter said.

Cubans watch as the Russian frigate Admiral Gorshkov arrives in Havana. (Arial Ley/AP)


Cubans lined the Havana waterfront Wednesday to see the Russian ships arrive. The Russians fired 21 salvos in honor of their hosts; the Cubans responded with an artillery salute from the San Carlos de La Cabana Fortress.
Cuba's foreign ministry said the visit reflects "the historical friendly relations" between Havana and Moscow, ties that go back to Soviet support for Fidel Castro's Cuban Revolution and Moscow's purchase of sugar, rum and other products to soften the loss of U.S. trade at the outset of the embargo.
Cuba is currently mired in a dire economic crisis, including shortages of food, electricity and fuel, reminiscent of the so-called Special Period of the early 1990s, when the Soviet Union collapsed and support from Moscow sharply dropped.
Cuba emerged from years of deprivation with the support of Venezuela's Hugo Chavez and improved relations with Russia under Putin. Lavrov said Wednesday that Moscow would continue to provide humanitarian support to Cuba.
The Russian foreign ministry thanked Cuba for its "principled position" on Ukraine. Rodriguez Parrilla, the Cuban foreign minister, said the country condemns "the increasingly aggressive stance of the U.S. government and NATO," including sanctions against Russia.
Lavrov has been a frequent visitor to the region. He traveled in February to Venezuela, where he affirmed Russia's support for the socialist government of Nicolas Maduro, Chavez's successor. He stopped in Cuba during that trip also.
Cuban President Miguel Diaz-Canel visited Putin in Moscow in May.
Port calls among friendly nations are common. The Cuban foreign ministry this week announced that a Canadian patrol vessel would arrive in Havana on Friday to commemorate 80 years of uninterrupted diplomatic relations between Havana and Ottawa.
But the U.S. Defense Department has been tracking the Russian visit to Cuba since it was announced June 6. U.S. Navy and Coast Guard vessels are "going to continue to monitor," Pentagon spokeswoman Sabrina Singh said Wednesday. ABC News reported that three U.S. Navy destroyers, a Coast Guard Cutter and Canadian and French frigates were keeping watch.
Singh said the Russian exercises didn't pose a threat to the United States.
"This is not a surprise," she said. Such "routine naval visits" by the Russians, she said, have occurred "during different administrations."
A spokesman for U.S. Southern Command said the organization routinely monitors "activities of concern" in its area of responsibility. Authorities anticipate that the Russian vessels might also visit Venezuela. Maduro's government, also under heavy sanction by the United States, has scheduled a presidential election for July.
Retired Adm. Jim Stavridis, who headed Southern Command from 2006 to 2009, said naval deployments to the Caribbean are "long and difficult" for Russian forces, and provide "good practice for our forces, tracking and monitoring them."
The Kremlin spokesman, Dmitry Peskov, also said there was no cause for American concern. "Military drills are a normal practice in various regions of the world, especially for such a major maritime power as the Russian Federation," Peskov told reporters on Thursday.

The nuclear-powered submarine Kazan in Havana Harbor. (Adalberto Roque/AFP/Getty Images)


Russian forces have made several visits to Cuba and Venezuela in recent decades. In 2018, Moscow sent two supersonic, nuclear-capable Tu-160 bombers to Venezuela for a brief stop. The next year, as the Trump administration stepped up efforts to oust Maduro, Russia dispatched 100 troops and equipment to Venezuela and signed an agreement allowing it to send ships.
Of course, the most famous Russian visit to the region came in 1962, when the U.S. discovery of Soviet missile sites in Cuba brought the world to the brink of nuclear Armageddon. President John F. Kennedy and Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev resolved the two-week Cuban missile crisis peacefully with an agreement that each side would withdraw missiles deployed near the other and that they would establish direct communications -- the so-called red telephone -- to forestall similar crises in the future.
Videos now of a Russian submarine arriving in Cuba, political scientist Vladimir Rouvinski said, help Moscow show that "efforts by the United States to diminish their presence everywhere, in particular in Latin America, are not working."
"We have to see that Russia is not willing to abandon Latin America," said Rouvinski, of Icesi University in Colombia, even as its military is consumed by Putin's invasion of Ukraine.
Putin aims to signal that "he still has the ability to operate in the U.S. sphere of influence," said Cynthia Arnson, a distinguished fellow at the Wilson Center's Latin America Program.
The United States has a long history of deploying the Navy and other forces to demonstrate its range and capabilities in support of allies and against adversaries.
In May, the Destroyer USS Halsey conducted what the Navy called a "Freedom of Navigation Operation" to challenge "restrictions on innocent passage imposed by the People's Republic of China (PRC), Taiwan, and Vietnam."
A spokesperson for China's Eastern Theater Command accused the United States of having "publicly hyped" the ship's transit through the Taiwan Strait, the Associated Press reported. Chinese Navy Senior Capt. Li Xi said the command sent naval and air forces to monitor.
Last year, the destroyer USS Nitze and the amphibious command ship USS Mount Whitney made separate port calls to Istanbul on the Bosporus. That's roughly 20 miles from the Black Sea, where Ukraine has used sea drones and missiles to attack a Russian fleet.
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Biden's new measures to stem illegal border crossings draw legal challenge
Advocacy groups for immigrants sued to overturn President Biden's latest asylum restrictions on the U.S. southern border
By Maria Sacchetti | 2024-06-13

President Biden earlier this month at the White House. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post)


Advocacy groups for immigrants on Wednesday sued to overturn President Biden's latest asylum restrictions on the U.S. southern border, saying officials risk rapidly deporting migrants to countries where they could face persecution.
Lawyers for the groups say the Biden administration's measures violate federal law and betray the U.S. government's long-standing promise to avoid sending migrants to countries where they could be harmed or killed. The lawsuit, filed in U.S. District Court in Washington, calls for the rule to be wiped out but does not urge the court to act immediately.
The lawyers said they have not ruled out a request for an immediate injunction.
"The asylum ban will put people at serious risk and, like the prior Trump ban, is flatly inconsistent with our asylum laws," Lee Gelernt, an American Civil Liberties Union lawyer leading the lawsuit, said in a statement.
The lawsuit was filed against the U.S. government on behalf of a pair of Texas-based immigrant advocacy groups, Las Americas Immigrant Advocacy Center in El Paso and the Refugee and Immigrant Center for Education and Legal Services, or RAICES, in San Antonio. The complaint says the restrictions violate federal immigration law and the Administrative Procedure Act by interfering with the right to seek asylum and failing to consider beforehand the harm the restrictions could impose on asylum seekers, among other concerns.
Department of Homeland Security spokesman Luis Miranda declined to comment on the lawsuit but said in a statement that the restrictions are "lawful" and "critical to strengthening border security."
The Biden administration last week  announced new rules that ban migrants from seeking asylum if they cross the border illegally, unless they qualify for an exception. The number of immigrants entering the United States illegally is unmanageable, government officials said, and is expected to rise in the coming months.
"The Biden-Harris Administration took these actions, within its authorities, because border encounters remain too high and after Congressional Republicans twice voted against a historic bipartisan border security agreement that would have provided critical resources, statutory changes, and additional personnel to the border," a White House spokesman said Wednesday.
Polls signal the issue could hurt Biden as he vies for a second term in a race against former president and presumptive Republican nominee Donald Trump.
Trump made cracking down on immigration one of his chief goals, and he tried to bar migrants from seeking asylum if they crossed the border illegally. Federal courts later blocked that policy as unlawful.
Trump urged Republican lawmakers to oppose a bipartisan Senate bill this year that would have invested billions in immigration enforcement and expelled migrants when border crossings exceed 5,000 a day. Biden supported the proposed measure and has criticized Trump for influencing lawmakers to oppose it.
Trump said Congress didn't need a law to reduce border crossings. His allies also said the bill's success could blunt his campaign's momentum.
After a second vote on the Senate bill failed last month, Biden rolled out the new asylum rules, which suspended asylum processing when illegal crossings reach 2,500 a day, half the figure in the Senate bill.
The rule took effect last week because daily border apprehensions averaged about 3,800, according to figures obtained by The Washington Post.
To resume asylum processing, crossings must drop to 1,500 a day, a low that U.S. officials haven't recorded since the coronavirus pandemic nearly halted global travel in 2020.
Biden administration officials say the rules allow for exemptions in extreme humanitarian cases such as if a migrant has a medical emergency or faces an imminent death threat in Mexico, which has agreed to accept thousands of noncitizens.
To trigger that exception, however, the new rules require that migrants "manifest" their fears by speaking up, shaking or crying. Border agents typically ask migrants if they are fleeing harm, but the new restrictions no longer allow that.
Lawyers say the rule, called the "shout test," is risky because migrants are often afraid to speak to armed border guards or are too traumatized to share their fears.
The U.S. Refugee Act of 1980 provides that anyone who sets foot on U.S. soil -- even if they crossed the border without permission -- may request asylum if they fear persecution in their home country based on their race, religion, nationality, political opinion or another protected ground. People who win asylum may ultimately apply for U.S. citizenship.
Asylum applications in the United States have soared in recent years, generating concerns that the humanitarian protection has morphed into a way for migrants to work in the United States while awaiting a decision in strained immigration courts. Immigration court cases take years to complete, and federal officials say most applicants are ineligible for the protection.
Advocates for immigrants have compared Biden's new rules to the Trump administration's multiple efforts to tamp down on asylum claims.
The Biden administration rejects those comparisons, noting that it has opened multiple ways for migrants to apply to enter the United States legally.
U.S. officials said they are taking tougher measures because many migrants are ignoring the legal routes into the country.
In 2023, after ending a Trump-era pandemic policy issued under Title 42 that expelled migrants to Mexico, officials created a temporary rule that presumed migrants ineligible for asylum if they crossed the border illegally or failed to seek refuge in another country.
Despite that rule, border apprehensions surpassed 8,300 a day in December, which saw the highest monthly total on record.
Nick Miroff contributed to this report.
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Hezbollah lobs rockets at Israel as U.S. accuses Hamas of prolonging Gaza war
The waves of rockets are a dramatic escalation in the simmering border crisis even as negotiations over a Gaza cease-fire reach a delicate moment.
By John Hudson, Victoria Bisset, Mohamad  El Chamaa, Susannah George, Bryan Pietsch | 2024-06-12

Hezbollah fired "dozens" of rockets into northern Israel early June 12, in retaliation for an Israeli airstrike that killed a senior Hezbollah commander.


DOHA, Qatar -- Hezbollah bombarded northern Israel with rockets and artillery shells Wednesday, further threatening Israel on its northern front as the war in Gaza drags on, with U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken accusing Hamas of making unworkable demands during cease-fire negotiations.
"It's time for the haggling to stop and the cease-fire to start," Blinken told reporters at a news conference in Qatar.
Hezbollah's attack, which the Israel Defense Forces said involved at least two waves of about 215 projectiles, represented a major escalation in the simmering battle on Israel's northern border that has consistently threatened to explode into all-out war. It came in retaliation for an Israeli airstrike Tuesday in southern Lebanon that killed a senior Hezbollah commander. Some started fires, but Israel did not report any casualties in the rocket attacks.
The escalation comes at a fraught time for Israel as it faces mounting global pressure to wind down its war in the Gaza Strip, with negotiations for a cease-fire appearing to reach a fork in the road. Hamas submitted a response Tuesday to a U.S.-backed cease-fire proposal; the response asked for reassurances about an end to the war, according to an official with knowledge of the talks. The official spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss an ongoing diplomatic effort.
The official said Hamas's response contained "amendments to the Israeli proposal, including a timeline for a permanent cease-fire and the complete withdrawal of Israeli troops from the Gaza Strip."
Blinken said Hamas proposed "numerous changes" to the plan announced by President Biden late last month.
"Some of the changes are workable, some are not," Blinken said in remarks in Doha alongside Qatari Prime Minister Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani. Qatar and the United States have mediated negotiations between Hamas and Israel as the parties work toward a deal that could facilitate the release of the dozens of hostages held by Hamas in the Gaza Strip and end Israel's war there.
The deal on the table is "virtually identical" to one proposed by Hamas on May 6, Blinken said, but the militant group is now asking for a number of changes.
"Hamas could have answered with a single word: yes. Instead, Hamas waited nearly two weeks and then proposed more changes, a number of which go beyond positions that it had previously taken and accepted," Blinken said. He questioned whether Hamas was "proceeding in good faith or not."
National security adviser Jake Sullivan told reporters aboard Air Force One that the United States has reviewed the contents of Hamas's response and will now work with mediators, specifically Egypt and Qatar, to "bridge final gaps."
"Many of the proposed changes are minor and not unanticipated. Others differ more substantively from what was outlined in the U.N. Security Council resolution," Sullivan said.
"Our aim is to bring this process to a conclusion," Sullivan added.
Hamas has described its response to the proposal as "positive."
Israel, for its part, had also appeared to be dragging its feet on the deal. Biden announced the proposal as an Israeli one, but Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu subsequently distanced himself from it under pressure from his right flank not to accept the deal.
Mediators fear that any Hamas amendments to the current deal will be framed by Israel as a rejection, said Aaron David Miller, a longtime U.S. diplomat now at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. If Hamas doesn't reject the deal, "Netanyahu is counting on Hamas to say 'yes, but' in a way that is deemed unreasonable," he said.
Mediators are hoping to delay conversations about more complicated questions of how to end the war in Gaza by getting the two sides to at least agree to the first phase of the deal, which would include a six-week cease-fire and the withdrawal of Israeli troops from heavily populated areas of Gaza; the freeing of all women, elderly people and children held hostage in return for Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails; the return of displaced Palestinians to their homes throughout Gaza; and a surge in humanitarian aid to the starving enclave.
"The logic of the Biden administration is that if the two sides can agree to Phase 1, the six weeks of quiet will be an incentive to continue," Miller said.

Israeli firefighters work to extinguish fires after rocket attacks from Lebanon on Tuesday. (Ayal Margolin/Reuters)


The Israeli strike Tuesday on the southern Lebanese town of Jwaya killed Talib Abdallah, along with three other Hezbollah members, the group announced. It was the first time since January that Hezbollah had acknowledged the killing of one of its commanders. In his eulogy, he was described as a hero of the month-long 2006 Israel-Hezbollah war.
At the funeral, Hezbollah official Hashem Safieddine vowed to increase operations "in intensity, strength, quantity and quality" in retaliation.

Talib Abdallah in an undated photo. (AFP/Getty Images)


The Israeli military confirmed Abdallah's killing in a Telegram post Wednesday, describing him as "one of Hezbollah's most senior commanders in southern Lebanon" and saying he was responsible for planning and carrying out "a large number" of attacks against Israeli civilians.
A biography released by Hezbollah on Wednesday said Abdallah, 55, joined the movement in 1984 and was among fighters the group sent to the Bosnian war in the early 1990s. He played key roles in the group's battles against Israel, including during the 2006 war, and more recently led military operations against Israel along a stretch of the Lebanon-Israel border, the biography said. A person close to Hezbollah, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to speak to the media, called Abdallah "very important" to the movement.
Hezbollah, in a statement Wednesday, said it targeted Israel's Meron Air Base with rocket and artillery fire in retaliation. Netanyahu said he was holding a security assessment in light of the "developments in the north, and Hamas's negative response regarding the release of the hostages," according to the Times of Israel.
According to a Washington Post tally, Israeli strikes have killed more than 300 Hezbollah members in Lebanon since Oct. 7, as well as 88 civilians and noncombatants.
The Israeli military has repeatedly said it is ready to launch an operation into Lebanon to push back Hezbollah forces from the border at any time.
Almost 3,000 malnourished children in southern Gaza are at risk of dying after recent violence cut them off from treatment, the U.N. children's agency warned. UNICEF said Tuesday that the numbers represent about three-quarters of the children who were believed to be receiving "lifesaving care" in the south before Israel launched its operation in the city of Rafah. The agency added that the deteriorating levels of aid access in the south meant that more children could fall ill with malnutrition. Humanitarian groups have previously warned of the risk of famine in northern Gaza.
A U.N. inquiry said Israel has committed war crimes and crimes against humanity in Gaza. The report, which the U.N. human rights office said was the first in-depth U.N. investigation of events on and since Hamas's attack Oct. 7, also found that Palestinian armed groups carried out war crimes in Israel. Last month, the International Criminal Court's chief prosecutor announced he was seeking arrest warrants against senior Israeli and Hamas officials for crimes committed in the war.
At least   37,202 people have been killed and 84,932 injured in Gaza since the war started, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between civilians and combatants but says the majority of the dead are women and children. Israel estimates that about 1,200 people were killed in Hamas's Oct. 7 attack, including more than 300 soldiers, and it says 298 soldiers have been killed since the launch of its military operations in Gaza.
Bisset reported from London, El Chamaa reported from Beirut, George reported from Dubai and Pietsch reported from Washington. Kareem Fahim in Istanbul and Suzan Haidamous in Beirut contributed to this report.
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As rescued hostages return to changed lives, families push for cease-fire
Among those demanding Israel's government accept a deal with Hamas were relatives of the four hostages freed on Saturday, as details emerged of their captivity.
By Steve Hendrix, Lior Soroka | 2024-06-12

Demonstrators in Tel Aviv hold images of hostages held in the Gaza Strip, as well as of rescued hostage Noa Argamani, during a protest Saturday calling for a deal to free them. (Amir Levy/Getty Images)


JERUSALEM -- The moment of unity Israelis enjoyed Saturday after four hostages were safely ferried from Gaza amid a bloody firefight was just that -- a moment.
Within hours, families of hostages were on the streets in greater numbers than the previous weekend, demanding that the government approve the latest U.S.-backed cease-fire proposal. "Bring them all home!" they chanted.
Within a day, opposition leader Benny Gantz ended eight months of emergency power sharing and resigned from the war cabinet over Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's handling of the war.
By midweek, as the rescued Israelis were being evaluated by doctors and psychologists and details of their ordeal were beginning to emerge, the strategic and political divisions tearing at the country were back on full display. Factions fought bitterly over the latest cease-fire talks and attempts to draft more ultra-Orthodox men into the army.
Far from easing the domestic pressure on Netanyahu, hostage advocates said the rescue mission had boosted public support for a negotiated settlement.
"We realize this is not something that can be replicated 120 times," said Yossi Moatti, the CEO of the Hostages and Missing Families Forum, Israel's lead hostage advocacy group, referring to the number of captives still held in Gaza. "We realize that the deal is the only way to get the other hostages out."
He said the movement, which has become more visible in weekly protests calling for the ouster of Netanyahu's far-right government, would not stop taking to the streets or confronting Israeli leaders whenever possible. Hostage families staged a stormy protest in a parliamentary meeting Monday and planned to gather outside a military base in Tel Aviv on Wednesday night.
Momentum would build, Moatti predicted, pointing to the surge in turnout for street demonstrations just hours after news of the rescue broke.
The mood that night was at once joyous and furious. Some marchers said they had come out for the first time in months.
"That is why there is hope," Moatti said. "We saw many, many people more than usual coming out of their houses to say, 'Take the deal!"
Public frustration has soared as round after round of cease-fire talks have come and gone.
The latest initiative, promoted by President Biden as an "Israeli proposal," would begin with a six-week pause in fighting and the release of women, children, elderly and wounded hostages in exchange for Palestinian prisoners.
But negotiators have been unable to reconcile competing visions of when the war should end. Hamas has insisted on a timeline for a final cessation of hostilities; Netanyahu has said Israeli forces will keep fighting until the militant group has been destroyed.
Among those pushing for the government to accept a cease-fire were relatives of the four hostages freed Saturday.
"I am one of the lucky ones," Orit Meir, the mother of 22-year-old Almog Meir Jan, said in a hospital news conference Tuesday. "There is a deal on the table. We ask the Israeli government to move forward with the deal."

Almog Meir Jan, one of the four hostages rescued by Israeli forces, shortly after returning to Israel on Saturday. (Marko Djurica/Reuters)


Like the rest of the rescued hostages, Meir Jan was kidnapped from the Nova dance festival on Oct. 7. He was being held by armed guards alongside Shlomi Ziv, a 41-year-old who lived near the Lebanese border, and Andrey Kozlov, a 27-year-old recent immigrant from Russia, both of whom worked security at the rave.
The most well-known captive was 26-year-old Noa Argamani, who became a symbol of the mass kidnapping after a video of her being driven screaming into Gaza on a motorcycle went viral.
All four were reportedly in good health when helicopters whisked them from the fighting in the Nuseirat refugee camp and touched down at a hospital just outside Tel Aviv. But like other freed hostages, they have returned to a different, and often tragic, new normal.
Meir Jan learned soon after landing that his father had died hours before. Relatives said Yossi Jan, who lived alone in central Israel, had become isolated and overwhelmed by his son's ordeal, lost 45 pounds, and spent hours fixated on television news.
When he didn't answer phone calls from the military Saturday to tell him that Almog was safe, Yossi's sister drove to his home and found him in the living room, dead of an apparent heart attack.
"My brother died of grief and didn't get to see his son return," the sister, Dina Jan, told Israeli public broadcaster Kan.
Argamani learned that her mother had brain cancer and was clinging to life, despite having gone through experimental treatments to buy time for a reunion with her daughter. Hours after being freed, Argamani traveled to another medical center to be with her.
"Noa learned about her mother's complex condition from the medical team," Ronni Gamzu, CEO of Ichilov Hospital, said at a news conference Sunday. He said that the patient's comprehension was limited but that he thought there had been a "reasonable" degree of communication between mother and daughter.
The former hostages have been released from their own hospital stays, where they began a multidisciplinary acclimation program that health professionals have been honing since a wave of 105 hostages was released in November. The program includes physical exams, psychological counseling, and screenings for rape and sexual abuse.
Hostages are not pressed to recount their experiences too quickly. They and their families are housed in dedicated facilities mostly shielded from media attention. But details of their condition, and their experiences inside Gaza, have begun to trickle out through family, friends and Israeli officials.
Meir Jan told his sister that he and the other male captives were sometimes allowed to watch Al Jazeera, she recounted to reporters at a news conference, and saw extensive coverage of the hostage family demonstrations in Israel.
Argamani has told others that she was moved to several different locations and was occasionally dressed in traditional Arab clothing. She tried to stay positive through mindfulness exercises, according to an account of her meeting with Shin Bet Security Chief Ronen Bar, and could sometimes hear "nonstop" Israeli shelling.
"Once I heard a report on the radio that Israel was against ending the war, and it broke me," she told Bar, according to the Israeli outlet Ynet.
Soroka reported from Tel Aviv. Heidi Levine in Tel Aviv contributed to this report.
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'Ram him': How Ukraine is pushing U.S. combat gear to the extreme
Viral videos show how Ukraine is adapting U.S.-made Bradley Fighting Vehicles to work around shortfalls in its war with Russia.
By Alex Horton, Serhii Korolchuk | 2024-06-12

A Bradley commanded by "Viktor" exchanges fire with a Russian armored vehicle on May 31 in eastern Ukraine.


The Ukrainians' radio crackled with an urgent announcement: A Russian vehicle stacked with infantry troops was lurking in a forest and had to be taken out.
The mission went to Viktor, the 40-year-old commander of an American-made Bradley Fighting Vehicle, whose crew roared down the main road in the village of Sokil, in eastern Ukraine, where the Kremlin has gained ground this year.
The Russians emerged from the trees, and for a few chaotic seconds, the two vehicles barreled toward each other while firing their heavy guns -- as if they were jousting. A soldier fell from the speeding Russian vehicle. Viktor's took a catastrophic hit to its targeting system, disabling the main weapon.
"Ram him," Viktor recalled instructing his driver.
The May 31 exchange, captured on drone video that subsequently went viral online, underscores how Kyiv has used U.S.-provided Bradleys in unique and extreme ways to work around its depleted artillery stocks and manpower shortages, soldiers and analysts said. Edited video of the incident was published by the Ukrainian Defense Ministry.
After being provided to Ukraine last year, the U.S. Bradleys, each weighing about 28 tons, were first used as battering rams to punch through Russian defenses during last year's failed counteroffensive. But now they are being dispatched to hunt and kill other armored vehicles, to rescue wounded troops and as a mobile gun to rake enemy positions, observers said.
In the fall, Viktor's unit, the 47th Separate Mechanized Brigade, and its Bradleys moved east to Donetsk to fight back against the Russians in the strategic town of Avdiivka, which Moscow's forces ultimately captured. His team has undertaken all of these missions and more, he said, recounting, too, how they employed the Bradley's firepower to destroy a Russian tank and shred a scout vehicle.
"It blew up very beautiful," he said. "It burned fast, like a match."
Viktor spoke with The Washington Post on the condition that only his first name be published, in accordance with Ukrainian military protocol. In an interview from a hospital where he was recovering from wounds suffered in a separate incident, he praised the Bradley's armor and the training he received from U.S. troops in Germany this year.
He singled out the vehicle's armaments, including guided missiles and its 25mm cannon, which can fire armor-piercing rounds about the size of a hot dog. When the rounds strike Russian infantry soldiers, he said, "nothing is left."

Viktor sits on a Bradley during U.S.-led training in Germany this year. (Courtesy of Viktor) 


The United States has delivered 300 Bradleys to Ukraine, according to Pentagon data. Developed by the United States in the 1980s to protect and complement the Army's fleet of M1 Abrams, the Bradley earned the nickname "battle taxi" for its ability to ferry six soldiers as passengers across the battlefield under its heavy armor protection.
Novel use of its Bradleys is one way Ukraine's army has sought to compensate for its current battlefield challenges, caused in large part by the major disruption in U.S. military aid during months of political gridlock in Washington.
U.S. doctrine commonly calls for Bradleys to operate in groups and alongside other vehicles such as tanks, and to typically engage targets at long distances to avoid enemy fire. That strategy is complemented with the added protection of a strong air force. But Ukraine's limited supply of ground vehicles and combat aircraft, and the persistent threat of armed Russian drones, has forced its commanders to mobilize just one or two vehicles at a time to avoid detection.

Rounds of 25mm ammunition lie on a seat in a U.S.-provided Bradley in southern Ukraine in 2023. (Ed Ram/for The Washington Post)


Ukrainian commanders, struggling with ammunition shortages, for instance, have used Bradleys to attack enemy trenches and other fighting positions, said Rob Lee, a senior fellow with the Philadelphia-based Foreign Policy Research Institute who has closely followed the war. He said that such flexibility can help to preserve infantry soldiers whose units are stretched thin.
From close range, Bradleys can also target buildings housing Russian troops and lighter fortifications -- a dangerous job better left to artillery units firing from a safe distance away, but one that's been undertaken because howitzer shells are being rationed.
In one extraordinary moment, a Ukrainian drone spotted a wounded soldier who was holding up his military ID to identify himself as a friendly. Within an hour, a Bradley was dispatched to retrieve him.

A Ukrainian soldier showed his military identification to a friendly drone, resulting in his rescue by a Bradley crew on May 25 in eastern Ukraine.


"The Bradley is an effective way of compensating for different kinds of constraints [the Ukrainians] operate under," Lee said.
But the May 31 encounter was especially unusual, given the vehicles' proximity to each other and how brutal it proved. At least two of the Russian soldiers sitting on their armored vehicle, identified as a BTR-82, jumped or fell off during the exchange of fire. Viktor's vehicle was struck three times.
He ordered the driver to run straight at the Russian vehicle, mindful that he had several tons more steel and armor on his side. The Russians swerved into a patch of grass and the surviving occupants, having lost the game of chicken, scampered into a building, the Ukrainian drone footage shows.
The Bradley returned to a friendly position under its own power, Viktor said. Other soldiers swept into the area to fight the Russians on foot, he said.
After the video went viral, pro-Russian accounts posted drone footage claiming that Viktor's Bradley was destroyed, forcing the crew to evacuate.

Viktor, left, with his driver after they were injured June 2 in a mine explosion in eastern Ukraine. (Courtesy of Viktor) 


Viktor said those claims were misinformation and showed his unit on a separate mission in the same area three days later. In that episode, he said, his replacement Bradley struck a mine, resulting in numerous injuries. The driver was flung from the vehicle's hatch and found later during a search of the area. Another soldier riding in the back broke his leg.
Viktor's head slammed against the vehicle, and he injured his back and knees.
Some of the Ukrainians involved in the mine blast are still in the hospital and others have returned to duty, he said. Viktor expects to be in recovery for a month before returning to his unit, where one of the most pressing limitations is the short supply of U.S.-provided ammunition.
"There's always too few" rounds, he said. "If we had more bullets, we would have done more work."
Korolchuk reported from Kyiv.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2024/06/12/ukraine-bradley-fighting-vehicles-combat-video/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



As Europe faces war, Germany looks to restore national service
The decision comes as more European countries are considering restoring some form of military or universal conscription in the wake of the Russian invasion of Ukraine.
By Kate Brady | 2024-06-12

German Defense Minister Boris Pistorius attends a news conference on a reform of the military service in Berlin on Wednesday. (Odd Andersen/AFP/Getty Images)


BERLIN -- German Defense Minister Boris Pistorius on Wednesday presented a new proposal for reviving military service against a backdrop of Russia's war in Ukraine, more than a decade after the country scrapped national service.
The decision comes as more and more European countries are considering restoring some form of military or universal conscription in the wake of the Russian invasion.
"We need to realistically be in a position to deter an attack," Pistorius told reporters, in the latest example of how the country is embracing new military and foreign policy priorities.
Under Pistorius's plan for a "selective military service," all 18-year-olds in Germany would be sent a questionnaire to gauge their interest in the army, known as the Bundeswehr. Returning the questionnaire would be compulsory for the estimated 400,000 young men each year, but voluntary for women -- in line with Germany's constitution. Pistorius added that everyone who completes the questionnaire would have the legal right to conscientious objection.
About 100,000 men per year are expected to show interest, Pistorius said. Similar to  what's known as the "Scandinavian model" of Sweden and Norway, a group of 40,000 to 50,000 would then be invited to a selection process. About 5,000 of the most suitable candidates would be called up for six months of military service -- with the option of extending up to 17 months. This would all be in addition to the current 10,000 volunteers each year.
"We want the best and the most motivated," Pistorius said.
Pistorius's goal is to increase the size of the army to 203,000 by 2031 and create a body of reservists of up to 260,000. Germany currently has about 180,000 soldiers and 60,000 reservists.
At the height of the Cold War, faced with the combined might of Eastern Europe's Warsaw Pact countries, West Germany had a military of 400,000 men and spent about 4 percent of its gross domestic product on defense -- double the NATO spending target today. All young men were conscripted from the age of 18, and anyone who didn't want to carry out military service was obliged instead to carry out a civilian service, such as working at a  nursing home. By 2011, the compulsory period was just six months, compared with 18 months in the 1960s.
As increasing numbers of young men chose civilian service and the military's personnel needs drastically reduced, Chancellor Angela Merkel ended mandatory national service in 2011 -- a move that Pistorius called a "mistake."
Wednesday's pitch was just the first step. A fraught debate over Germany's military service is expected in the months ahead, and it is likely to become an election issue next fall. Any final proposal for military service would have to pass parliament.
The governing center-left coalition, which includes the Social Democrats, the Greens and the business-friendly Free Democrats, remains divided on the details, and Pistorius has yet to gain the full backing of his own chancellor, Social Democrat Olaf Scholz, who described the Bundeswehr's lack of troops as a "manageable task." Speaking in Stockholm in May, Scholz said a return to mass conscription "wouldn't work anymore."
Wednesday's pitch has elicited a relatively positive response from coalition partners, however.
"The security situation in Europe has changed fundamentally," Green Party leader Omid Nouripour told the German Press Agency. "We must therefore ensure that our armed forces are well positioned. In addition to good equipment, this also applies to the issue of personnel."
Recent polls suggest that almost two-thirds of Germans support the return of military service, which is part of a much broader shift in German foreign and defense policy that began just days after Russia's invasion of Ukraine, which Scholz described as a "zeitenwende" or turning point.
Andrea Gawrich, a security policy researcher and professor at the University of Giessen, warned that military service was only part of the multifaceted challenge of responding to the threat from Russia.
"Military service can only be a small piece of the puzzle in the answer to this new security risk," she said, pointing to other challenges including cybersecurity, disinformation campaigns and fake news campaigns, and sending more weapons to Ukraine.
After years of the army being considered a laughingstock, due to a widely reported lack of resources including tanks, ammunition and even thermal underwear, Pistorius has vowed to turn it around and improve its capability in territorial defense with a special $108 billion fund that is likely to be spent by 2028. Germany must be "war ready" by 2029, the defense minister has said on numerous occasions.
Financing the recruiting of new troops, before also housing, feeding and training them, will also be a huge challenge. Eva Hogl, a Social Democrats lawmaker and parliamentary coordinator for the armed forces, estimates $54 billion in construction projects will be needed to modernize barracks and improve the appeal of serving in the army -- for both new and old troops. The infrastructure from Germany's previous decades of military service simply no longer exists.
"This must be achieved without simultaneously weakening the Bundeswehr in other ways," Gawrich said.
Germany is by no means the only European country to consider a return of national service. Across the continent, more than 10 countries, including Austria, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Greece, Latvia, Lithuania, Norway, Sweden and Ukraine -- currently practice national service in varying forms. At the end of the Cold War, the lack of direct military threat became  a popular argument for the transition from conscription to voluntary military service.
In Britain, where national service was abolished in 1960, Prime Minister Rishi Sunak plans to introduce a new form of it if his Conservative Party stays in 10 Downing Street after the country's July 4 election. Under Sunak's plan, 18-year-olds would choose between a year-long stint in the military or volunteer placement for one weekend a month. The Dutch government is also considering compulsory military service to fill the army's gap of 9,000.
Starting in 2026, Denmark plans to expand its military conscription to women and extend its conscription service from four to 11 months. Danish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen said the government was seeking to achieve "full equality between the sexes." Women are already permitted to volunteer, and last year they accounted for a quarter of the 4,700 Danes who carried out military service.
Following the Russian annexation of Crimea a decade ago, Ukraine and Lithuania also reintroduced compulsory national service for men ages 18 to 26. According to a 2022 comparative study of European national service, about 90 percent of  recruits in Lithuania enroll voluntarily, but the military relies on randomly generated draft lists to select the remaining troops. Latvia also reintroduced a compulsory national military service last year.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2024/06/12/germany-national-service-bundeswehr-pistorius/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



'I am not quite myself,' Danish prime minister says following attack
"I would rather have a Denmark where the prime minister can bicycle to work without being worried," Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen said after last week's attack.
By Jennifer Hassan | 2024-06-12

Denmark's prime minister, Mette Frederiksen, in Copenhagen last month. (Mads Claus Rasmussen/AFP/Getty Images)


Denmark's prime minister, Mette Frederiksen, said she is "not quite herself" in her first television interview since she was attacked on the streets of Copenhagen last week.
Frederiksen, who is suffering  from minor whiplash in the wake of the assault, continues to work, though she told public broadcaster DR on Tuesday that the physical and emotional pain linger.
Frederiksen, 46, was assaulted by a man who hit her Friday evening on Kultorvet, a busy square in the Danish capital, just two days before Danes voted in the European Parliament elections -- the world's largest election outside India.
"It was very intimidating when someone crosses the last physical limit you have," Frederiksen said Tuesday. "There is some shock and surprise in that."
Frederiksen did not provide details about the attack but said she had seen threats on social media and that shouting in public had worsened "especially after the war in the Middle East."
Danish police arrested a 39-year-old Polish man over the assault and said they did not consider his actions to be politically motivated. He will be held in custody until June 20, police said amid the investigation.
The man, who has not been publicly identified, has since said that Frederiksen was "a really good prime minister," the Associated Press reported. Investigators are considering that the suspect was intoxicated and under the influence of drugs at the time of the assault.
The attack on Frederiksen, the latest incident of violence during the European election, sparked condemnation at home and abroad.
E.U. Commission President Ursula von der Leyen described the attack as "despicable" and said it "goes against everything we believe and fight for in Europe."
In May, a gunman shot Slovakian Prime Minister Robert Fico several times, gravely injuring the leader. That same month, German social democrat Matthias Ecke of the European Parliament was hit by a man while putting up campaign posters in Dresden, forcing him to undergo surgery.
Frederiksen expressed concern during the interview about the aggression politicians face in society. "I would rather have a Denmark where the prime minister can bicycle to work without being worried," she said. "As a human being, it feels like an attack on me. But I have no doubt that it was the prime minister that was hit," she said.
Frederiksen who in 2019 became the youngest prime minister in Denmark's history at age 41, said the attack felt like "a kind of attack on all of us."
Sammy Westfall contributed to this report.
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Macron defends decision to call elections, slams possible alliance on the right
French President Emmanuel Macron said he hears people's anger -- and thinks they will vote for his political bloc anyway.
By Rick Noack | 2024-06-13

French President Emmanuel Macron holds a news conference in Paris on Wednesday. (Stephane Mahe/Reuters)


PARIS -- French President Emmanuel Macron defended his decision to call snap legislative elections after a humiliating defeat Sunday in balloting for the European Parliament, saying he hears people's anger -- and thinks they will support his political bloc anyway.
"I want there to be a government that can respond to their anger, to their urgent needs," he said in a news conference Wednesday.
But it's not at all clear that the next French Parliament will favor Macron and his allies. In opinion polls, his camp is lagging behind the National Rally, a far-right party guided by Marine Le Pen and her protege, Jordan Bardella, which won about 31.4 percent of the vote in the European elections, more than double the showing for Macron's allies.
The French president dissolved the National Assembly -- the lower house of Parliament -- and called elections within hours of Sunday's defeat, apparently stunning even some of his close allies. The first round of voting is now set for June 30 and a second round for July 7, just before NATO's 75th anniversary summit in Washington and the start of the Paris Olympics.
A far-right victory would not force out Macron, whose term ends in 2027 and who would retain significant power under France's presidential political system. But by calling legislative elections, he is making a political bet of potentially seismic proportions, analysts say.
He may be hoping for a clearer mandate to govern than he now has. But the elections also open up the possibility of Macron, a centrist, having to share power with 28-year-old Bardella as prime minister. While the National Rally has made electoral inroads over the years, it has never been part of the government or in a position to dominate the parliamentary agenda.
"I don't believe at all that the worst could happen. I'm an unwavering optimist," Macron said in dismissing the possibility Wednesday.
His ability to form alliances in the center of the political spectrum appears to be on shaky ground, however. Senior members of Les Republicains, a conservative party, said Wednesday they had voted to oust their chairman, Eric Ciotti, after he provoked outrage in the party by calling for an unprecedented alliance with the National Rally. But Ciotti disputed the legality of the process to remove him. Some of Ciotti's allies may still be sympathetic to an alliance and could be willing to risk a split from Les Republicains.

Eric Ciotti, head of the conservative Les Republicains, leaves his party's headquarters in Paris on Tuesday. (Sarah Meyssonnier/Reuters)


Ciotti's proposal drew scathing criticism from Macron on Wednesday.
"Since Sunday evening, the masks are falling," Macron said. He called Ciotti's announcement "a pact with the devil" and urged moderates to support the president's bloc.
Macron also faces a shrinking number of potential allies on the left. France's Socialist Party on Wednesday confirmed an "agreement in principle" with other major left-wing parties.
Some analysts have speculated that Macron may even be factoring in the possibility of a far-right victory, to try to prove that the party is incompetent and unfit to govern before 2027's more consequential presidential election.
The 46-year-old leader lost his absolute majority in the National Assembly two years ago, and his allies have struggled to pass laws since. His government has used executive powers to push through some of its most controversial projects, including a retirement-age increase last year, which has drawn protests both from the right and the left.
Macron on Wednesday portrayed himself as a firewall against the far left and the far right, which both threaten France's economic prosperity, he said.
Had he not called snap elections after Sunday's results, "you would have told me: 'This guy has lost touch with reality,'" Macron told journalists, citing surveys showing that most French people agree with his decision.
Le Pen, a nationalist, Euroskeptic and anti-immigration hard-liner, now sees "a historic opportunity." She told the French channel TF1 on Monday that her party will focus on economic recovery and the fight against immigration. Voters in the European election, she said, gave a clear signal: "They said we want to change direction."
Macron on Wednesday defended his political record over the past seven years but acknowledged some shortcomings, such as the slow speed of rural transformation.

French Prime Minister Gabriel Attal, Mayor of Pau Francois Bayrou and others listen as Macron delivers remarks Wednesday. (Stephane De Sakutin/AFP/Getty Images)


He appealed to both center-right and center-left voters, saying his government has boosted funding for law enforcement but also acknowledging that discrimination remains an obstacle to economic success.
A far-right majority in the French Parliament would undermine investors' trust in the country, he warned.
Since the far-right win on Sunday and his announcement of snap elections, "markets are panicking, the European and international partners are worried," Macron said. "What does that mean for the lives of French people? Access to loans and housing will be more expensive."
By catching his rivals, allies and French voters by surprise, Macron also may have hoped to show what's at stake, he signaled Wednesday.
"I do not want to give the keys to power to the extreme right in 2027," he said. "So, I fully assume that I have triggered a movement of clarification."
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What is Biden's proposed cease-fire deal? Here's the plan to end war in Gaza.
The three-phase plan includes the release of remaining hostages, Israeli military withdrawal from Gaza, a surge in aid and a path to a permanent end to hostilities.
By Niha Masih | 2024-06-12

Palestinians walk next to destroyed buildings in the Jabalya refugee camp in northern Gaza on Saturday. (Omar Al-Qattaa/AFP/Getty Images)


A plan announced by President Biden for a "durable end to the war" recently renewed hope for a cease-fire deal between Israel and Hamas that has proved elusive for months. Biden described it as a comprehensive Israeli proposal, following intensive diplomacy and his conversations with leaders from Qatar, Egypt, Israel and other Middle Eastern countries.
On Monday, the United Nations Security Council approved a U.S.-sponsored resolution to support the plan, a rare diplomatic victory for the Biden administration, which has faced criticism at the United Nations for its role supporting Israel, even from its closest friends.
Israel's military operations in Gaza, now in their ninth month, have displaced 75 percent of its population and left parts of the enclave battling with famine amid catastrophic humanitarian conditions, the United Nations says. More than 37,000 Palestinians have been killed, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between civilians and combatants, but says the majority of the dead are women and children. Israel estimates that about 1,200 people were killed in Hamas's Oct. 7 attack and about 252 taken hostage. During a pause in fighting in November, 105 hostages, including foreign nationals, were released as part of a deal.
Israeli officials, including Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and other members of his government, have publicly objected to certain elements of the plan, despite "authorizing" negotiators to move forward with the proposal.
Here's what to know about the latest three-phase cease-fire proposal as described on May 31 by Biden and his administration:
The first phase -- lasting six weeks -- would bring a full and complete cease-fire and include Israeli withdrawal from all populated areas in Gaza. Female, elderly and wounded hostages in Gaza would be released in exchange for hundreds of Palestinian prisoners in Israel, Biden said. The remaining American hostages in Gaza would be released in this phase, Biden added, and some remains of the killed hostages would be returned.
Displaced Palestinian civilians would be allowed to return to their homes in all areas of Gaza. There would be a surge in humanitarian aid, with 600 trucks entering the enclave daily, according to the plan. The cease-fire would ensure that the aid is "safely and effectively distributed" to those in need, Biden said.
Negotiations will continue during this phase to bring a "permanent end to hostilities" in phase two, he added.
In his statement, Biden acknowledged that there are details that needed to be worked out to move to the second phase. But the cease-fire will continue if negotiations extended beyond the six weeks, he said.
The second phase would see the release of all remaining hostages in Gaza, including male soldiers, Biden said, and Israeli forces would withdraw all forces from Gaza.
If adhered to, the temporary cease-fire would become a "cessation of hostilities permanently," he added.
Any final remains of killed hostages would be returned in the third phase, which would include a massive internationally-backed reconstruction plan for Gaza, Biden said. Israeli airstrikes and ground invasion have laid to waste large swaths of the enclave and flattened entire city blocks, The Washington Post has reported.
A senior Biden administration official, who briefed reporters on the condition of anonymity because of the sensitivity of the issue, described this phase as an extensive three-to-five year program of rehabilitation and stabilization of Gaza.
"It's time to begin this new stage, for the hostages to come home, for Israel to be secure, for the suffering to stop," Biden said. "It's time for this war to end and for the day after to begin."
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A 28-year-old is the face of France's far right: Who is Jordan Bardella?
Raised in Paris's disadvantaged northern suburbs, he joined the National Rally (formerly National Front) at the age of 16 and was elected its president in 2022.
By Niha Masih, Annabelle Timsit | 2024-06-13

French far-right National Rally party president Jordan Bardella. (Julien De Rosa/AFP/Getty Images)


France's center-right Republicans party leader Eric Ciotti has endorsed an alliance with the far-right National Rally, cementing the prominence of its 28-year-old president, Jordan Bardella -- who could lead the far right to its strongest ever performance in legislative elections later this month.
Bardella is being widely hailed for the National Rally's triumph in last week's European elections, where it won about 31.4 percent of the vote, more than double the share of the vote won by French President Emmanuel Macron's centrist Renaissance Party coalition. Ciotti's Republicans received 7.25 percent of the votes.
The results pushed Macron to dissolve the country's Parliament and announce snap polls, calling it an "act of trust" in French people to defend liberalism.
Ciotti's backing of an alliance with the National Rally sparked an outcry from many members of his own party, for whom working with the far right has long been taboo.

French President Emmanuel Macron called for a surprise early election, after far-right parties surged in the European Parliament elections on June 9.


Born in 1995 to a family with Italian roots, Bardella was raised in the disadvantaged northern suburbs of Paris. He joined the National Rally (then known as National Front) at the age of 16 when Marine Le Pen, doyenne of the French nationalist and Euroskeptic politics, was taking over the party from her father, Jean-Marie Le Pen.
Bardella would go on to work on Marine Le Pen's presidential campaign in 2017. Five years later, he was elected as the first person to lead the party outside of the Le Pen family.
Bardella has built a following among young voters, including a large follower base of 1.6 million on TikTok. Hundreds of his followers replied to his appeal to vote in the weekend's E.U. elections, with many asserting baselessly that if he were to lose, it would mean the elections were rigged.
While his critics see Bardella as a puppet for Le Pen, his fans point to his rise from working-class origins to the top echelons of French politics as a matter of inspiration.
Pierre-Stephane Fort, an investigative journalist and the author of a new book on Bardella, previously told The Washington Post that Le Pen, a middle-aged heiress, saw the value in Bardella's origin story and modeled him into a marketable, social-media-savvy surrogate who could reach new voters.
The far-right anti-immigration and nationalist party was founded in 1972 and was led by Jean-Marie Le Pen until 2011. Le Pen is a convicted Holocaust denier and has been fined thousands of euros by courts for his repeated comments trivializing the systematic extermination of Jews in World War II.
For the next decade, the party was led by his daughter Marine Le Pen, who attempted to move the party away from its antisemitic image. In 2015, the party expelled Jean-Marie Le Pen following an interview in which he described Nazi gas chambers as a "detail of history." 
Marine Le Pen renamed National Front as "Rassemblement National," or National Rally, in 2018. Critics were quick to point out that the name was similar to that of the Popular National Rally, a political group that collaborated with France's pro-Nazi government during World War II.
Under her leadership, the party came closest to the presidency when she faced off against Macron in 2017 and 2022. She lost both times.
While the National Rally trounced other parties at this month's European elections, it is not clear how much of their gains will translate in a national election.
A number of French polls have suggested the National Rally could get support from about one-third of voters in the first round of voting in June, but it is unclear if they would win enough seats to get a majority. Unless a candidate obtains more than 50 percent of votes in the first round, and at least a quarter of registered voters, there will be a second round of voting, scheduled for July 7.
On Tuesday, Ciotti added to the growing political turmoil in France by backing "an alliance of the right" between his Republicans party and the National Rally. "I want my political family to move in this direction. Many follow me," Ciotti told television station TF1.
Ciotti said the parties share similar positions on issues such as immigration, and called for an end to the "fictitious opposition" to working with the far right. "We are no longer in the aftermath of World War II," he said.
Bardella confirmed his party's alliance with the Republicans and wrote on X that by joining forces, the parties could "restore authority and order" in France.
The Republicans have experienced a sharp decline in political support in France, and Ciotti has probably calculated that his party could have more of an impact by aligning itself with the rising far right. The alliance could also benefit the National Rally, by boosting its chances of securing a majority of seats in the National Assembly.
However, Ciotti's statement caused an "explosion" within the party, French newspaper Le Monde reported, adding that it was the first time a conservative leader had proposed teaming up with the far right. Several prominent politicians from his party called on him to resign, and others announced their own resignation in protest.
Under the terms of their alliance, the National Rally will support "several dozen" candidates from the Republicans, Bardella told France 2. The Republicans will then be allied with the National Rally in the assembly.
This is important because when constituting a government, Macron will need to choose a prime minister who can command the support of a majority of the National Assembly to pass legislation.
If the National Rally and its allies win a majority of seats in the legislative elections, Bardella will probably be named prime minister, forcing what's known as a cohabitation government, with Macron as president for the remainder of his term until 2027 and Bardella as prime minister. In fact, the National Rally has already started campaigning on the idea that a vote for the National Rally in the legislative elections will lead to Bardella as head of the government.
A majority of seats in the National Assembly and its party leader as prime minister would give the National Rally more power than it has had before to push its ideas into the political mainstream and to prevent Macron from enacting his agenda.
Emily Rauhala and Virgile Demoustier contributed reporting.
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U.S. lifts weapons ban on Ukrainian military unit
Ukraine's Azov Brigade, a onetime militia whose founders Washington deemed problematic, is now allowed to use U.S. weapons, the State Department said.
By Michael Birnbaum, Siobhan O'Grady, Alex Horton | 2024-06-12

Ukrainian military recruits on a firing range at an Azov Brigade training camp outside Kyiv in March 2023. (Alice Martins for The Washington Post)


The Biden administration will allow a Ukrainian military unit with a checkered past to use U.S. weaponry, the State Department said Monday, having lifted a ban imposed years ago amid concerns in Washington about the group's origins.
The Azov Brigade, known for its tenacious but ultimately unsuccessful defense of the Azovstal steel mill in Mariupol early in Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine, is regarded as a particularly effective fighting force. But it was barred about a decade ago from using American arms because U.S. officials determined that some of its founders espoused racist, xenophobic and ultranationalist views, and U.N. human rights officials accused the group of humanitarian violations.
Now the brigade, a onetime volunteer militia absorbed into the Ukrainian National Guard in 2015, will have access to the same U.S. military assistance as any other unit. The policy shift was disclosed as Kyiv starts the summer fighting season and faces down a Russian military that has intensified its pressure on objectives in eastern Ukraine and the country's energy infrastructure.
The State Department has been unclear about the origins and timing of the restrictions on Azov. Asked Monday about a recent policy shift enabling Azov to use U.S. weapons, the department provided a statement saying that "after thorough review, Ukraine's 12th Special Forces Azov Brigade passed Leahy vetting as carried out by the U.S. Department of State."
The statement referred to the "Leahy Law," which prevents U.S. military assistance from going to foreign units credibly found to have committed major human rights violations. It is named for former senator Patrick J. Leahy (D-Vt.), who wrote the legislation. The State Department found "no evidence" of such violations, its statement says.
A State Department spokesman declined to answer follow-up questions, including when the ban was lifted and whether U.S. weaponry had already reached Azov personnel.
A separate ban preventing the "Azov Battalion" from receiving U.S. military assistance has been written into U.S. appropriations laws for years, the result of congressional concerns about the group's origins. The State Department has said it does not believe that congressional ban should apply to Azov as it is currently constituted.
The brigade received word of a review's results in a letter from the U.S. Embassy in Kyiv that said an inspection had determined it was eligible for U.S. security assistance, Lt. Col. Sviatoslav Palamar, the brigade's deputy commander, told The Washington Post on Tuesday. The brigade has not yet received any U.S. weapons but hopes to soon, he said.  Its soldiers  are eager for all varieties of U.S. equipment -- from tanks and infantry vehicles to air defense systems.
Palamar, who joined Azov Battalion in 2014, was taken prisoner in Mariupol in 2022 and later transferred to Turkey under an agreement with Moscow. He returned to Ukraine last summer with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky, who visited Turkey and traveled home with several Azov commanders. Their release infuriated the Kremlin, which insisted its agreement to allow them to leave Russia did not permit their return to Ukraine.
Palamar said he first learned his unit was banned from receiving U.S. training and weapons nearly a decade ago, when other National Guard troops were invited to train abroad and Azov was not. Instead, Azov troops downloaded NATO manuals online and taught themselves protocols from open-source materials, he said.
"Even through all those years there was a ban, we wouldn't stop any kind of training or stop investing into our evolution and becoming more and more professional," Palamar said.
Although some Western weapons were delivered to Azovstal to help Ukrainian troops defend the plant, they were delivered to other troops defending the plant -- not to Azov, Palamar said. Since then, his brigade -- which has engaged in intense battles on the war's front line -- has not received U.S. weapon systems, he said.
Canceling the ban had been a priority for Ukrainian officials, who say the brigade could have been more effective during its defense of Azovstal if it had access to U.S. equipment. A Ukrainian official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because of the sensitivity of negotiations, said Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba raised the topic of the ban with Secretary of State Antony Blinken when the top U.S. diplomat visited Kyiv last month.
"The decision on lifting the restrictions under the Leahy vetting process required thorough considerations and diplomatic efforts," said Ruslan Muzychuk, spokesman for Ukraine's National Guard, noting that a wide variety of units carry out operations on the front line. "Understanding by our allies how important it is to help each of these units is another important step on the way of our struggle for independence."
Russian President Vladimir Putin has long cited racist and ultranationalist elements of the Azov Battalion as an element of his accusation that Ukrainian fighters and their rulers in Kyiv are neo-Nazis. The shift in U.S. policy has already reignited those Russian critiques.
"We are talking about ... ultranationalist armed units," Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said Tuesday. "Such a sudden change in Washington's position shows that they do not bother with anyone in their attempts to suppress Russia, using the Ukrainian people as a tool in their hands. They are even ready to flirt with neo-Nazis."
Azov insists that it long ago shed those associations and that both the unit and its leadership have changed since 2014. Current leaders say the brigade has been targeted by Russian propaganda. "Now that the ban is lifted, it brings us to a full understanding of how poisonous Russian propaganda is," Palamar said.
Within Ukraine, the brigade's name has become synonymous with the country's last stand in the besieged city of Mariupol. Ukraine eventually ordered the remaining troops in the steel factory to surrender to Russian forces to survive. As of early May, more than 900 remained in captivity.
The plight of the remaining Azov prisoners has captured the hearts and minds of Ukrainians, and "Free Azov" has become a common rallying cry in protests in Kyiv.
Azov seized on its new status as a brigade last year and launched an intensive recruitment campaign across the country that brought in more than 5,000 new troops in about two months. Survivors from Azovstal were among those interviewing and training the recruits, who were grilled on their motivations, background and physical fitness before selection.
O'Grady reported from Kyiv.
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Supreme Court sides with Starbucks in blow to union activists
Experts say the decision could make it harder for the National Labor Relations Board to obtain relief when companies are accused of violating labor law.
By Lauren Kaori Gurley | 2024-06-13

Starbucks cups on a counter in New York in 2022. (Carlo Allegri/Reuters)


The Supreme Court ruled Thursday to restrict the National Labor Relations Board's authority to obtain relief for fired union activists, in a win for Starbucks that could deal a blow to labor organizing efforts.
In April, the justices heard Starbucks's challenge to a federal district court's 2022 decision to order the coffee retailer to reinstate a group of seven baristas who claimed Starbucks fired them from a Memphis store in retaliation for union-organizing.
The Seattle-based coffee giant says the move to fire the Memphis workers was within its rights under the law because the workers violated company policy by inviting a TV news crew into the store after hours. The National Labor Relations Board (NLRB) agreed at the time with the workers' claim that Starbucks had illegally fired them, and a court granted an injunction forcing Starbucks to rehire the workers.
But the Supreme Court found that the legal test the district court used to make that decision was too broad and inconsistent with other regional courts. Eight justices supported the majority decision, written by Justice Clarence Thomas, to restrict how courts determine whether to grant relief for unions when companies are accused of violating labor law. Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson wrote a separate opinion concurring with the majority, but dissenting on several portions of the ruling.
Jay Go-Guasch, a spokesperson for Starbucks, said in a statement that the company is "committed to providing everyone who wears the green apron a bridge to a better future."
"Consistent federal standards are important in ensuring that employees know their rights and consistent labor practices are upheld no matter where in the country they work and live," Go-Guasch said.
The NLRB did not respond to a request for comment.
Lynne Fox, president of Workers United, the union representing Starbucks workers, said in a statement that the ruling "underscores how the economy is rigged against working people all the way up to the Supreme Court."
"Working people have so few tools to protect and defend themselves when their employers break the law. That makes today's ruling by the Supreme Court particularly egregious," Fox said. "Regardless of large corporations' machinations at the Supreme Court, workers are continuing to organize."
Christopher Foster, an attorney who represents employers on labor matters, said the decision could lead more companies to make legal challenges to the authority of the NLRB, which has taken an aggressive approach to cracking down on companies for allegedly violating workers' union rights during the Biden administration.
"The perspective of a lot of employers is that there's been novel changes in the law," Foster said. "And I think this vindicates the strategy of going to the courts and not accepting the NLRB's decision in any given matter."
Legal experts say the decision could have a chilling effect on union drives during a period of heightened labor activism in the United States.
"This could hurt unions from obtaining relief through the board, particularly if you have a district court judge who doesn't know labor law or quite frankly is a real conservative and is going to always back the business," said James M. Cooney, a professor of labor law at Rutgers University.
How much this ruling hurts organized labor "really depends on whether [district courts] see this as a signal that they should be more stringent on the board's requests for injunctions," Cooney added. "That remains to be seen."
Federal circuit courts have the authority to grant NLRB requests to force companies to rehire union organizers, or require other actions like reopening closed stores or bargaining with unions.
The ruling came as Starbucks appears to have taken a new, more cordial tone with its union, agreeing to talks that could pave the way to the first labor contracts for stores that have already unionized. The company and the union resumed bargaining in April after a breakdown in talks, with a goal of withdrawing ongoing litigation.
More than 445 Starbucks stores representing over 10,000 baristas nationwide have unionized with Workers United since late 2021, the union said.
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The U.S. wants to crack down on payday loans. Here's what you need to know. 
The Consumer Financial Protection Bureau is trying to get back in the game to crack down on predatory lending, while some states have already passed borrower protections on their own.
By Scott Sowers | 2024-06-13

(iStock)


Following a Supreme Court ruling in May, the federal government is expected to get tougher on regulating payday lenders and other firms that offer high-interest, short-term loans. This type of lending -- which often targets low-income borrowers -- has long drawn fire from consumer groups on grounds that these small-dollar loans quickly balloon when they're not repaid, accruing exorbitant fees and interest.
The Supreme Court ruling resolved a challenge to the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau's authority to act -- meaning that the agency can come off the sidelines and get back in the game of fighting predatory lending.
Here's what you need to know if you owe money to a payday lender.
The CFPB will now be able to restart its implementation of long-delayed rules to crack down on predatory lending. These regulations had first been blocked during the Trump administration and then remained mired in lawsuits, including those that led to the Supreme Court case.
The CFPB has attracted controversy since it was created in July 2010, when Congress passed the Dodd-Frank overhaul as a safeguard against future financial crises. As the would-be chief regulator of payday loans, the agency became a prime target for Republicans and the financial industry and was hobbled during the Trump administration under its acting director, former GOP congressman Mick  Mulvaney. Among his actions,  Mulvaney put new cases on hold, instituted a hiring freeze and cut the agency's budget request to zero.
Since the beginning of the Biden administration, the CFPB has tried to restart work tightening controls on payday loans, but it still faces fierce industry pushback. Even though the Supreme Court clarified its status as an independently funded agency, at least 14 lawsuits are still meandering through the courts.
In the absence of major change at the federal level, some states have acted on their own. According to the National Conference of State Legislatures, six states and the District of Columbia now ban payday lending outright, while other states have kept it legal but instituted some protections for borrowers.
It will likely take awhile before changes at the federal level kick in, but if the CFPB does succeed, some borrowers could get relief from spiraling fees and interest.
The CFPB's main objective is to restrict payday lenders' access to their customers' bank accounts and prevent them from withdrawing money the customers don't have. When these lenders try to extract funds from an empty account, banks  slap on overdraft charges and deepen the cycle of debt for the borrower.
Whether the agency succeeds depends largely on how it resolves the remaining legal challenges. If the CFPB prevails in the courts, the industry could face tighter regulation.
The outcome of November's election will also determine whether the CFPB could once again be neutralized by political appointees.
For now, an array of lenders continue to fight the tougher rules, including ACE Cash Express, Populus Financial Group, Advance America, Advance Financial and Check 'n Go. In total, their lobbies spent roughly $5 million per year from 2021 through 2023, according to the watchdog group Open Secrets. And although they contribute predominantly to Republicans, they still have some Democratic allies. From 2023 to 2024, the top two recipients of contributions were Democrats, Rep. Josh Gottheimer (N.J.) and Jared Moskowitz (Fla.).
The first recourse is to check what rules your state has, because many states require lenders to provide installment remedies for late borrowers, said Adam Rust, director of financial services at the Consumer Federation of America.
"The majority of states where payday loans are legal require licensed payday lenders to offer these arrangements," he said.
Citing regulations imposed by Colorado, Hawaii, Ohio and Virginia, a 2022 study from the Pew Charitable Trusts concluded that such rules allowed lenders to still post a profit while providing credit to borrowers under greater protections.
Paying off debt in smaller installments can help consumers save on fees and reduce the chance of re-borrowing on more expensive terms, cutting borrowing costs by as much as fourfold compared with requiring one lump-sum payment, the Pew report said.
In many of the states where payday lending remains legal, lawmakers have passed regulations that govern principal amounts, interest rates, fees, rollover terms and alternative repayment plans.
In Virginia, for example, a borrower has a minimum of four months to pay off the loan, while annual interest is capped at 36 percent and late charges at $20, according to the National Conference of State Legislatures.
Other examples of state-level regulations include limits on rollovers, guidelines on when repayment plans can kick in and credit counseling requirements, Rust said.
States have also imposed restrictions on the maximum loan amount, with many setting an upper limit at or around $500. There are exceptions, however: In California and Montana, the most you can borrow is $300. At the other end of the scale is Oregon, which has a maximum of $50,000, according to the National Conference of State Legislatures.
Other state regulations impose limits on the term of the loan, which vary widely. In Alaska, it's 14 days, while it's up to 60 days in Delaware and 90 days in Wisconsin.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2024/06/10/payday-loans-rules-states/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Work Advice: Recent college grad asks whether the pandemic set him back 
A pandemic-era college graduate reflects on whether his launch into adulthood would have been significantly different without covid's influence.
By Karla Miller | 2024-06-13

(iStock)


Stripped of sentiment, graduation is little more than walking across a stage in a polyester drape to accept a symbolic piece of paper.
I know this. And yet, "Pomp and Circumstance" still raises a lump in my throat.
Of all the losses, big and small, we experienced during the pandemic, one of the most poignant to me was high school and college seniors missing out on traditional rituals such as graduation ceremonies before moving on to the next stage of their lives.
In that spirit, I asked the class of 2024 how attending college entirely in the covid era affected their outlook as they start building their careers.
"I have both a high school diploma and a bachelor's degree without ever having donned a cap and gown," Jacob Lewis of Lake Havasu City, Ariz., said via email. Although his pandemic-shuttered high school offered seniors a drive-through graduation ceremony in 2020, Lewis skipped it for work because he "had already given up any hope of even a remotely normal end to high school."
That fall, as a freshman majoring in film production, Lewis lived in a single-person dorm room while taking most of his classes online. The few in-person classes he had were "small, awkward and socially distanced," he recalled. Even when his university fully opened back up in fall 2021, class sizes didn't start reaching pre-pandemic numbers until his junior year.
After completing his major and minor requirements as well as a couple of internships within three years, Lewis joined his girlfriend in Arizona and did his last semester entirely online, finishing in December 2023. He didn't return for the commencement ceremony. "I think my willingness to do this definitely stems from the unconventional end to my high school career and the rocky start to college," he said. "I wasn't worried about missing out on a quintessential experience because that ship had already sailed."
In addition to his internships, Lewis has worked as a freelance photographer, camera operator, editor and production assistant. But he's now finding it harder to land full-time employment. Even with unemployment at record lows in recent years, "there are very few entry- or mid-level positions ... and those that do exist pay unlivable wages/salaries," he said. He estimates that he has applied to 300 jobs through job boards and company websites, resulting in only three interviews. The professionals with which he has stayed in touch from prior gigs encourage him to keep putting himself out there, saying "a significant part of success is luck," but he fears there is a bigger issue.
"I do worry that my ability to make connections and network in college was hindered by the pandemic," he said. "If I had had a more traditional college experience, perhaps I would've been able to get something through a professor."
Lewis is already doing everything one might recommend: networking, taking gigs, maintaining an online portfolio. He is even looking into moving to Los Angeles, where industry opportunities -- and competition -- abound. Aside from beefing up his LinkedIn presence and reconnecting with his alma mater's career office, there's little I can offer in the way of advice.
But what I can offer is perspective.
It might comfort Lewis and his covid-era college cohort to know that struggle is standard at this point in most people's lives. I wouldn't relive my early job-hunting years for any amount of money -- and as a 20-something English major with no relevant professional experience, "any amount of money" pretty well summed up my ambitions. Even after living, learning and schmoozing on campus for the standard four years, I spent months looking for an entry-level job where I could work with words and get paid enough to live on.
By contrast, Lewis already has real-world industry experience and a network of colleagues and clients who can vouch for his skills. He has not just the technical know-how to work from anywhere, but also the soft skills to build connections virtually. Perhaps the biggest advantage he has is knowing just how unpredictable circumstances can be -- kind of like the millions of other adults who, even before the pandemic, have had to forge their own nontraditional trails through GEDs, night school, getting-by jobs and starting over entirely.
When you're struggling to find your footing, it's only human to look back and wonder whether starting from a different trailhead would have made for an easier climb. As Lewis put it, he just doesn't know what a different path would look like, "because I don't know what it's like to be in this period of my life without all the turmoil."
But he and his cohort need to remember they aren't struggling because they're doing life wrong or missed out on a few rituals. They are struggling because what they are trying to do is hard. And I'm confident they have the resilience and resourcefulness to find footholds despite their rocky start -- maybe even because of it.
Reader query: Are you a member of the covid class? Does this experience resonate with you, or feel foreign? Let me know at karla.miller@washpost.com.
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Sony Pictures buys Alamo Drafthouse theater chain beloved by movie buffs
It's the first deal of its kind since the 2020 abolition of the Paramount Consent Decrees that had barred movie studios from buying theater chains.
By Hannah Ziegler | 2024-06-13

An Alamo Drafthouse Cinema in D.C.'s Edgewood neighborhood. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post) 


For the first time in several decades, a major film studio has bought a theater chain.
Sony Pictures Entertainment has acquired Alamo Drafthouse Cinema, the companies said Wednesday. Alamo, which operates 35 dine-in movie theaters across several states, will become part of a new division called Sony Pictures Experiences, which will be led by Alamo CEO Michael Kustermann.
The companies, which did not immediately respond to a request for comment, did not disclose the deal's financial terms.
Alamo Drafthouse is best known for its food and drink service during screenings. The chain is also popular among movie lovers for its specialty screenings and zero-tolerance talking and texting policy.
Wednesday's news marks the first deal of its kind since the 2020 abolition of the Paramount Consent Decrees, which had stipulated that film distributors could not own entire cinema chains, stemming from a landmark 1948 court case. The decrees were abolished by a federal court in 2020 after being deemed outdated for newer platforms and business models in the contemporary film industry.
Sony said in a statement that it will "continue to welcome content from all studios and distributors" at Alamo Drafthouse locations.
Alamo had been looking for buyers, according to entertainment industry trade publications. Like other movie theater chains, the company had a difficult time during the pandemic, filing for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection in 2021. But Alamo said that its box office revenue grew 30 percent last year.
In a statement, Sony said the Alamo deal reinforces its commitment to theatrical exhibition and experimental entertainment.
"Alamo Drafthouse's differentiated moviegoing experience, admired brand and devoted community fit well with this vision," said Ravi Ahuja, president and chief operating officer of Sony Pictures Entertainment.
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Fed forecasts just one rate cut this year as inflation fight grinds on
The move, which was widely expected, came on the heels of fresh data showing inflation cooled in May.
By Rachel Siegel | 2024-06-13

Chair Jerome H. Powell on June 12 announced that the Federal Reserve will keep interest rates unchanged.


Inflation is improving, but prices are still growing faster than normal. The economy is slowing but not enough to convince the Federal Reserve that it can take its foot off the brake.
The blurry picture has left Fed leaders in no rush to cut high interest rates this year, with officials signaling only one trim in 2024. That's pared back from the three cuts officials expected just a few months ago, as a slow-moving inflation fight and white-hot job market send a signal to central bankers that they have more work to do.
"So far this year, the data have not given us that greater confidence," Fed Chair Jerome H. Powell said at a news conference Wednesday, at the end of the agency's two-day policy meeting, during which the board held rates steady. 
Powell later added: "It's probably going to take longer to get the confidence that we need to loosen policy."
Powell's comments capped a marathon day by economists' standards, coming hours after fresh inflation data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics showed welcome improvement, with prices rising more slowly on an annual basis in May than they had in April, and not rising at all month over month. The Fed's fight to tame inflation faced a bumpy ride at the start of the year. But the past few months offered some hope that central bankers are gaining ground once again.
Now the question is what more the Fed needs to see before it begins trimming rates from the current level, between 5.25 and 5.5 percent, the highest they've been in more than two decades. As the months go by, the odds also rise that the Fed will cut sometime around the November election -- and get caught in the political crossfire along the way.
After rushing to hoist rates, officials are on watch for signs that the job market or overall growth are cracking under the pressure. But those fears haven't materialized. And with no recession in sight, the central bank is worried that lowering rates too soon would allow inflation to reignite.
"We know where they are willing to make a mistake, and where they are not," said Diane Swonk, chief economist at KPMG. "They're not willing to cut prematurely, and that means also preemptively. Therein lies the tension."
On Wednesday, a fresh set of economic projections showed the median number of Fed officials expect just one cut by the end of 2024. But there's clearly debate within the central bank's 19-member policymaking body: Eight officials penciled in two cuts, and four expect no cuts at all. Powell said he would "look at all of [the possibilities] as plausible."
The forecasts themselves don't include a specific timeline. Yet analysts can piece together some clues: The Fed will hold policy meetings in July, September, November and December. July is probably too soon for the Fed to see enough progress on inflation, and the November meeting will be during the week of the presidential election.
That leaves September and December for any potential moves. Even then, September could be cutting it close, analysts say.
"It's a consequential decision for the economy," Powell said. "And you know, you want to get it right."
Major stock indexes flashed green for much of the day, with the S&P 500 and Nasdaq composite index hitting all-time highs. But the Dow Jones Industrial Average closed down slightly.
Some Fed watchers were surprised at the prospect of just one cut. But Michael Strain, director of economic policy studies at the conservative American Enterprise Institute, said policymakers had simply "caught up with reality."
"The reality of the situation keeps beating them on the head, and at this point, it's very hard to ignore," Strain said. "There's just an issue with the calendar -- there are only so many opportunities to cut rates before the end of the year. And the data are speaking very clearly that rate cuts would be premature."
Earlier on Wednesday, government data showed that prices rose 3.3 percent in the year ending in May and that prices were flat month over month for the first time in two years. A narrower measure of inflation that strips out volatile categories like food and energy also came in slower than it has for months.
The report beat analysts' expectations, and Powell said the news was a "step in the right direction." But he cautioned that just as the Fed doesn't want to react to one discouraging piece of data, "you don't want to be too motivated" by more promising figures, either.
Part of the Fed's challenge is understanding why inflation is falling slower than it did last year -- and confronting the limits of monetary policy in slowing the entire economy. Officials have made major progress since inflation peaked at an annual rate of 9.1 percent two years ago. But much of that drop has to do with healing supply chains and falling energy prices, which helped tame consumer prices on anything from couches to gasoline. (The latest crop of projections showed policymakers were slightly more pessimistic than they had been on inflation, though they held forecasts for overall growth and the unemployment rate steady.)
Crucially, housing costs continue to be a main driver of overall inflation, as has been the case for more than a year. A key rent gauge carried on a streak of rising 0.4 percent over the previous month. Overall shelter costs were up 5.4 percent over the previous year. Many real-time measures of rent costs show rents easing considerably, or even falling. But those shifts have taken way longer than expected to show up in official data, frustrating Fed officials and economists who fear the rental figures are keeping overall inflation artificially high.
Medical care costs also rose slightly more in May than in April. Costs for prescription drugs rose 2.1 percent, and hospital services increased 0.5 percent. Yet energy costs index fell 2 percent over the month, led by a 3.6 percent drop in the gas index. Airfare also fell 3.6 percent, following a 0.8 percent decrease in April.
Key to leaders' assessment is whether they think inflation is steadily falling, or whether the unwanted surprises from the beginning of the year signal something more lasting and worrisome. Some economists speculate that seasonal glitches that often interfere with January data -- for example, the resetting of annual insurance costs -- seeped into the entire first quarter and interfered with the central bank's read on inflation.
But others wonder whether price increases are simply sticking. Last month, Fed governor Christopher Waller said progress "may be a lot slower than we saw at the end of last year," when inflation came down markedly.
"Whatever the factors were in the first three months, they haven't completely disappeared," Waller said at the Peterson Institute for International Economics. "There might be something much more fundamental going on than seasonal. I don't know exactly what that would be. We're still all trying to figure out what it is."
Still, even with inflation too high, the economy is roaring. Employers added a whopping 272,000 jobs in May. Wages continue to outpace inflation, and there's no recession in sight. Yet the sting of high prices has still left businesses, workers and families with the sense that the economy isn't working for them.
That disconnect is proving to be a major issue for President Biden's reelection campaign, as he tries to tout the economic turnaround since the depths of the pandemic. In a statement Wednesday, Biden said the report showed "welcome progress" but noted "many families are feeling squeezed by the cost of living." He touted his administration's moves to address costs for housing, prescription drugs and groceries.
Former president Donald Trump, meanwhile, has seized on high inflation and subsequent interest rate hikes to argue that Americans are suffering under the weight of steep mortgage rates and sticker shock for the basics, even though economists estimate that many of his proposals would send inflation even higher.
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Waymo issues software fix after robotaxi hit telephone pole
The voluntary recall to remedy a "mapping and software issue" was issued after one of Waymo's autonomous vehicles hit a telephone pole last month.
By Aaron Gregg | 2024-06-12

A Waymo passenger station in Phoenix. (Michael Laris/The Washington Post) 


Robotaxi operator Waymo is issuing a software fix after one of its autonomous vehicles crashed into a telephone pole in Phoenix.
The company, which also operates in San Francisco and Los Angeles, said it made the decision to fix a "mapping and software issue" through a software update that does not affect its current operations. It's the second safety recall since Waymo launched its commercial service in 2018.
The software fix, first reported by the Verge, is being classified as a voluntary recall by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, which said in an email that it received notification of the issue from Waymo and plans to publish related documents online Thursday morning.
"As we serve more riders in more cities, we will continue our safety first approach, working to earn trust with our riders, community members, regulators, and policymakers," Waymo said in a statement.
The crash in Phoenix that prompted the recall took place May 21, when a Waymo taxi hit a telephone pole in an alley while pulling over at low speed, according to the company. No one was harmed in the incident.
"We went to work immediately and determined that, in certain situations, our vehicles had an insufficient ability to avoid collisions with on-road narrow, permanent objects within the drivable surface," the company said in an emailed statement.
Self-driving vehicles have been the subject of regulatory scrutiny over the past year. Last month, NHTSA announced that it would open investigations into Waymo and its Amazon-owned competitor Zoox. NHTSA already had an investigation underway into Ford's BlueCruise hands-free driving feature, and last year it issued an over-the-air recall of nearly every Tesla vehicle over problems with self-driving technology.
The Waymo inquiry covers nearly two dozen incidents involving its vehicles, including situations in which robotaxis hit stationary objects such as gates, chains or parked vehicles, or disobeyed traffic safety signals. There have also been public reports of Waymo cars entering construction zones or driving in the wrong lane.
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Sandwiches recalled across seven states over listeria concerns
Classic Delight identified 25 products that were distributed to school cafeterias, convenience stores, and produced between May 2023 and June 2024.
By Hannah Ziegler | 2024-06-12

The listeria monocytogenes bacterium can cause illness. (Elizabeth White/Centers for Disease Control and Prevention/AP) 


Packaged sandwiches sold across seven states were recalled Monday by their manufacturer over possible listeria contamination.
In a recall notice issued Monday, Ohio-based Classic Delight identified 25 sandwich, burger, breakfast and hot-dog products that may have been contaminated. The products listed in the notice were distributed to school cafeterias and convenience stores and produced between May 2023 and June 2024.
There were no reports of illness associated with the sandwiches as of Tuesday.
Listeria is a bacteria that can cause health complications in children, older adults and pregnant people, according to the Food and Drug Administration. It can also cause fever, headaches, nausea and abdominal pain in healthy people.
Health officials have not determined the source of the listeria contamination. The FDA advised consumers not to eat the recalled sandwiches. The items should be discarded or returned, the agency said.
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        The $12 price isn't the only refreshing thing about this white wine
        Dave McIntyre

        Plus, a Santa Barbara county pinot noir and a French sancerre for this week's sips.

      

      
        For cool cocktails on demand, turn to your freezer
        M. Carrie Allan

        Freezer-door cocktails, made in batches and stored in bottles or jars, are ready on a moment's notice.

      

      
        Talk to kids about Juneteenth, and let food guide the conversation
        Alliah L. Agostini

        The origins of the Juneteenth story are a difficult topic, but you can use food to make it easier to share with kids.

      

      
        In my cooking and in my life, Pride is every day
        Julia Turshen

        Here's to food that gets us through everyday life, like colorful rice bowls with chicken and vegetables.

      

      
        Ask Sahaj: My friend's new girlfriend is jealous and sent me abusive messages
        Sahaj Kaur Kohli

        He tells his close friend to ignore his jealous girlfriend's 'somewhat abusive' messages.

      

      
        Your luggage is gross. Here's how to clean it.
        Stacey  Colino

        Travel exposes your bags to lots of dirt, dust and germs. And who wants to touch those nasty things, much less bring them home?

      

      
        5 easy ways to get a more organized kitchen
        Jennifer Barger

        Treat your fridge like a closet and other advice from organizing experts.

      

      
        How to turn 'summer slide' into learning opportunities for children
        Richard Sima

        Students appear to learn less and potentially forget some of what they've learned in the summer, but summer can be an opportunity for learning or catching up.

      

      
        Ask Amy: Daughter longs for a different relationship with her parents
        Amy Dickinson

        After her parents favored her sibling's children over her own, this reader is upset her mom expects to rely on her in the future.

      

      
        Carolyn Hax: She's worried her boyfriend sees her as a sex maid
        Carolyn Hax

        She worries her boyfriend sees her as a sex maid since he pays the rent and expects her to do all the chores.

      

      
        Miss Manners: I'm very prone to seasickness. How do I get others to accept that?
        Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin

        Letter writer is prone to seasickness and won't go on cruises. Their friends don't buy that excuse.

      

      
        D.C. chef Michael Rafidi's Beard Award is a 'huge moment for Palestinians'
        Tim Carman

        Michael Rafidi, the Palestinian American behind Albi in Washington, won the James Beard Award for outstanding chef on Monday.

      

      
        Joey Chestnut barred from Nathan's hot dog contest over Impossible Foods deal
        Tim Carman

        Competitive eater Joey Chestnut won't be allowed to participate in Nathan's hot dog eating contest after endorsing Impossible Foods' plant-based dog.

      

      
        Super-spicy ramen noodles recalled in Denmark over health risks
        Emily Heil

        Danish authorities issued a warning about three varieties of Samyang's ultra-spicy ramen noodles, citing risks to kids engaging in social-media challenges.

      

      
        Dad insists on lectures that drive teens away. Hax readers give advice.
        Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati

        Husband is so adamant about his duty to lecture their teens into adulthood that the kids are now "avoiding him completely."

      

      
        Show Dad you care with these 8 recipes for Father's Day
        Anna Rodriguez

        Celebrate the dad in your life with these 8 festive recipes, including steak, pasta and cake.

      

      
        Cooking chat: Which type of olive oil should I buy? Why are there so many?
        Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal

        Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.

      

      
        Dining chat: How should a restaurant respond to a missing dish?
        Tom Sietsema

        Washington Post food critic Tom Sietsema entertains your dining questions, rants and raves.

      

      
        Chili crisp pork chops and kimchi slaw is a bold 30-minute meal
        Ellie Krieger

        Chili crisp and kimchi add irresistible layers of flavor to weeknight pork chops and coleslaw.
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The $12 price isn't the only refreshing thing about this white wine
Plus, a Santa Barbara county pinot noir and a French sancerre for this week's sips.
By Dave McIntyre | 2024-06-13

FROM LEFT: Count Karolyi Gruner Veltliner 2021; The Paring Pinot Noir 2021; Domaine Pelle Sancerre Cuvee La Croix au Garde 2022. (Rey Lopez/for The Washington Post)


For your warm-weather drinking pleasure this week: A bargain gruner veltliner from Hungary, a savory pinot noir from Santa Barbara County and a splurge-worthy sancerre from France.
Dunantul, Hungary, $12
This wallet-friendly gruner from Hungary is tarter than many of its Austrian neighbors, emphasizing the peppery spice of the variety over the white flowers and minerals. It's crisp and refreshing, making it ideal for fresh cheeses and light seafood dishes. Alcohol by volume: 12 percent. Bottle weight: 430 grams (Light).
Imported by Quintessential. Distributed locally by RNDC.
Santa Barbara County, Calif., $26
Rich and savory with black cherry, plum and sarsaparilla, this is a relatively affordable introduction to the joy of Santa Barbara County pinot noir. Pork chops or roast chicken would make delightful pairings for The Paring. ABV: 14.1 percent. BW: 475 grams (Light).
Distributed locally by Salveto.
Loire Valley, France, $36
Domaine Pelle specializes in sauvignon blanc from Menetou-Salon, a small appellation in the Loire Valley not far from Sancerre. This wine comes from a 10-acre vineyard within the larger and more famous district. Aromas of orange blossom and kumquat yield to flavors of green apples and meyer lemon. While the texture is soft and welcoming, an underlying minerality reminds us this wine grew from a specific terroir. ABV: 13.5 percent. BW: 580 grams (Average).
Imported and distributed locally by Elite Wines.
Prices are approximate. For availability, check Wine.com, Wine-searcher.com and the websites and social media feeds of the wineries, importers, distributors, and your favorite local wine store. You can also ask your local retailer to order wines from the distributors listed. Bottle weight is included, because this is the single most important contributor to wine's carbon footprint. Have wine questions for Dave McIntyre? Send them to Food@washpost.com.
 Good: The wine delivers what it promises at a fair price. If it says chardonnay, it tastes like chardonnay.
 Excellent: A wine with character and added interest. May elevate your eyebrows at the first sip.
 Extraordinary: An exciting wine that stands out from others in its class. Fist-pumping, table-thumping good.
 Sublime: Otherworldly. May have you thinking, "So this is what they were talking about."
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For cool cocktails on demand, turn to your freezer
Freezer-door cocktails, made in batches and stored in bottles or jars, are ready on a moment's notice.
By M. Carrie Allan | 2024-06-13
Due to my failure to label containers, our freezer is where mysterious blocks of leftovers wait for a resurrection that may never come.
I still often determine what any given ice-slab comprises only as it creeps toward room temperature -- "A kidney bean has emerged! This must be chili!" The less said about the time I thawed a batch of buttercream frosting to find it was actually cauliflower-cashew soup, the better. The purported reason for these holdings, to have a speedy meal at hand, rarely transpires: By the time I remember them, my stomach is growling angrily at the thought of waiting for them to thaw.
Get the recipe: Boozy Melon Sour Slushy
But for cocktails, the freezer is a far more efficient ally. A bottle of water frozen for four hours is an icicle; a bottled cocktail treated the same is a perfect drink. Because the freezing point for ethanol is so much lower (-173 Fahrenheit) than for water (which freezes at 32 F; freezers are meant to be set at 0 F), and because sugar (present in most cocktails in some form) also inhibits freezing, I regularly use my freezer to pre-prep drinks so they're ready to go, for me or for any friends who happen to drop by.
Good freezer drinks can go in two directions: higher-proof cocktails, which stay liquid in the freezer, taking on a thicker syrupy quality (martinis, Manhattans, Negronis, etc.), and lower-proof, higher-water-content drinks that are designed to partially freeze and roll into your glass in slushy form (daiquiris and other drinks in which juices play a starring role, avoiding the mess of a blender). I've kept bottles of both Dante's Negroni Azzuro and Shannon Mustipher's lovely lime-and-banana Parasol in the freezer, and neither were the worse for wear when they came out; the latter was frozen but needed only a few minutes at room temperature to become pourable.
As the weather slides toward its stickiest state, when allowing a zero-degree drink to sweat down your arm before sipping is a pleasure of the season, I've been happy to find drink ideas in J.M. Hirsch's new book, "Freezer Door Cocktails: 75 Cocktails That Are Ready When You Are," which offers a range of original and rejiggered classics, formulated to hold in the cold but never freeze. Hirsch, editorial director of the culinary multimedia organization Milk Street, talks readers through such processes as fat-washing and rapid blender infusion that provide flavor boosts without more liquid, ensuring that the drinks are ready to pour straight out of the freezer.

With the right recipes and techniques, you can make cocktails ahead of time, store them in the freezer, and be ready for company anytime. (Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Some snoots will pooh-pooh the freezer drink, arguing that cold damages the flavors. These are likely the same people who will orate in elaborate detail how shaking a martini "bruises the gin," and your reaction should be the same: back away slowly, lowering your eyes to convey submission, until you are far enough away to sprint home and pour yourself a nice cold cocktail out of the freezer.
"The first step is to not compare a freezer-door cocktail to what you get at one of the world's best bars," says Hirsch. "That is not the goal." Yes, there could be some minimal impact on flavor, he says, but "what a lot of people are responding to is the cold. Scientifically, cold dulls flavor - so even ice cream tastes better if you let it warm up a little."

The Batched Vieux Carre. (Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


I was especially pleased to see a recipe for a batched Vieux Carre, a classic New Orleans cocktail more people should be sipping regularly. Dating to at least 1938, it first appeared in "New Orleans Drinks and How to Mix 'Em," attributed to bartender Walter Bergeron of the Hotel Monteleone. The name Vieux Carre, "Old Square," references the French Quarter, but I've long warned first-timers that it's also local patois for "swift kick in the face."
Get the recipe: Batched Vieux Carre
It's an ideal candidate for freezer-batching, not only because of the beautiful texture it takes on, but because, at six ingredients, it's a little fussy to mix up one by one. Making a vat of it that will keep for months is ideal. If my particular vat tends to keep more like a few weeks, that's due to thirsty drop-ins, not freezer-burn.
I went the slushy route for my own offering here, inspired by one of the season's other great pleasures: fresh watermelon. I can't get enough of it this time of year, and combining it with lemon and a citrusy gin just seemed like something I'd want to drink all summer. The lemon and watermelon juices both contain plenty of water, allowing the drink to freeze up while maintaining its intensity of bright, fresh flavor.

The Boozy Melon Sour Slushy. (Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Here are some tips for whipping up your own summer cold ones, to have ready for company or just to prepare yourself for whatever that dish is at the back of the freezer. Maybe it'll be lasagna? Whatever it is, you'll feel better by the time you figure it out.
The science of freezing makes for a delicate balance between a drink that's icy cold and one that's actually frozen. If you want a liquid drink right out of the freezer, Hirsch says, it shouldn't contain any more than 20 percent no- or low-alcohol ingredients. That means you can replace about 150 milliliters of a 750-milliliter bottle with syrups, juice, or lower-alcohol ingredients (such as vermouth) and it will stay liquid at standard freezer temps. Much more and you're going slushy.
The recipes in "Freezer Door Cocktails" provide the exact amount to remove from a standard 750-ml bottle of base spirit to add the other ingredients back into the same bottle. Hirsch also recommends the bottles from Crew Supply Co. -- not only can they be filled from the bottom, they hold 850 ml. It's an ideal size for drinks with more water or juice, since those will expand in freezing.
For drinks that'll stay liquid, a standard bottle is fine, but if you're making something slushy, you'll be happier using a Mason-style jar with a wider rim -- it'll make the pouring easier and allow you to stir the slush if need be.
If you're making a drink that incorporates fizz (such as sparkling wine, club soda or tonic), add that to the glass just before serving, not as part of the frozen batch. Otherwise you could wake up in the middle of the night to a freezer explosion, and whatever that dish is back there, being coated with gooey remnants of bubbly is not likely to improve it.
Remember Hirsch's tip: Straight out of the freezer, a drink's chill may deaden your taste buds. Take it out, pour it, get a snack, let the dog out, and come back to find it ready to go.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/food/2024/06/13/freezer-door-cocktails-batched-summer-tips/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Talk to kids about Juneteenth, and let food guide the conversation
The origins of the Juneteenth story are a difficult topic, but you can use food to make it easier to share with kids.
By Alliah L. Agostini | 2024-06-13

Strawberry and Kale Salad With Blackberry Dressing from "The Juneteenth Cookbook." (Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


At a recent school visit, I asked a library full of fourth graders, "Who likes to cook?" Nearly every hand shot up.
For our young foodies, recipes are a welcome learning tool. And we can use them to help celebrate Juneteenth, teach its story and spotlight Black culture and joy.
Juneteenth became our newest federal holiday in 2021, 156 years after Union Gen. Gordon Granger and his troops arrived in Galveston, Tex., on June 19, 1865, to communicate and enforce enslaved Texans' freedom. Many 21st-century Americans, including Black Americans, were unfamiliar with the holiday. Juneteenth wasn't widely in school curriculums, either.
Get the recipe: Strawberry and Kale Salad With Blackberry Dressing
I wrote "The Juneteenth Cookbook: Recipes and Activities for Kids and Families to Celebrate" with chef Taffy Elrod to help pass along the holiday's story to the next generation. Fortunately, our book is not alone. Other recent Juneteenth children's books include board books, such as Tonya Abari's "Let's Celebrate Juneteenth"; and picture books, such as Alice Faye Duncan's "Opal Lee and What it Means to Be Free," about the grandmother of Juneteenth, and Tonya Duncan Ellis's "They Built Me for Freedom," which is about Houston's Emancipation Park. Having grown up in Buffalo, home to one of the largest continuously-running Juneteenth celebrations in the world, I wrote "The Juneteenth Story: Celebrating the End of Slavery in the United States" in 2022 as an upper-elementary resource to tell the story of how the holiday originated and evolved.
I write to provide kids windows into others' lives, but I especially strive to provide Black children mirrors of their own. They need validation while also exploring the roots of the holiday in a way that integrates familiar cookout dishes and ingredients with historical and cultural context. We want kids to connect to timeless Juneteenth themes, from traditions to diasporic connections to cookout culture, and even the complexity of the holiday.
Some of us have nostalgia grounded in memories of cooking or eating together -- the essence of "comfort food." But Juneteenth's origins are not a comfortable topic, nor should they be: It's rooted in the prolonged end to American slavery, one of world history's most profound human rights crises.
Some adults try to avoid Juneteenth and other difficult topics with children because they don't know what to say. Admittedly, kids' questions can be tough! Parents, give yourselves some grace; we don't know everything. But we can encourage dialogue, and use one of the many resources now available to learn along with our children.
Let's lean into their inquisitiveness, and focus the dialogue on why we eat what we eat. Recipes such as red lemonade and red velvet ice cream sandwiches can help discuss Juneteenth's tradition of eating red food. Theories around its origins are linked to the bloodshed during slavery, the novelty of red-colored foods during Juneteenth's early days and the color the symbolic West African kola nut gives off when boiled.
While Juneteenth celebrates emancipation in America, we would be remiss to ignore slavery's global impact, and the African origins of enslaved people and food we now call American. Our hibiscus-infused "jubilee tea" is a nod to the African flower now cultivated broadly in the Caribbean and Latin America, where the vast majority of enslaved Africans were transported.
Part of Juneteenth education is arguably about keeping Black cookout culture and the barbecue culinary art form -- developed by Indigenous people and adapted by enslaved African people -- alive. The earliest Jubilee Days (the name "Juneteenth" was adopted later in the 19th century as a portmanteau of "June" and "nineteenth") were barbecue-centric gatherings where people wore their best clothes and enjoyed music and games. Kids can help make barbecue accompaniments to become part of the preparation process, saving the grilling for grown-ups. Today the soundtrack may be different, but the essence of cookouts remains the same, even the million-dollar question, "Who made the potato salad?"
But we must also note, like Blackness, Black America's perceptions of the holiday are not monolithic. For some, it is empowering to celebrate a holiday that was created and sustained by formerly enslaved ancestors and their descendants. For others, the sheer injustice of Juneteenth's origins of 900 days of delayed emancipation adds insult to injury.
That brings us to our Strawberry and Kale Salad With Blackberry Dressing. While it visually integrates the red, black and green colors of Black liberation, its flavors -- a mix of sweet, fresh, tart and bitter -- are not unlike the dissonance of Black perspectives on the holiday itself.
We hope you can start a conversation, make memories, learn together and enjoy tastes that tell a story of a holiday born out of awe-inspiring multigenerational resilience. It may not be comfortable, but that's okay. That's where the food can also do its primary job. When you need to, just pause and take a bite.
Get the recipe: Strawberry and Kale Salad With Blackberry Dressing
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In my cooking and in my life, Pride is every day 
Here's to food that gets us through everyday life, like colorful rice bowls with chicken and vegetables.
By Julia Turshen | 2024-06-13

Rice Bowls With Chicken, Feta, Olives and Tomatoes. (Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


This column comes from the Eat Voraciously newsletter. Sign up here to get one weeknight dinner recipe, tips for substitutions, techniques and more in your inbox Monday through Thursday.
Father's Day weekend is upon us, which means somehow we're nearly halfway through June. I'm also realizing that I have yet to wish readers of this recipe column a happy Pride, which makes me fear that I've become a weary queer person.
The thing is, I don't assign my pride to a single month, parade, party or event. I am grateful to be a queer person who gets to live proudly every single day, no matter the date. I do my best not to take this daily out-and-proudness for granted.
I have a bit more to say about my version of pride, but if you're just here to figure out what to make for dinner, I've got you covered: rice bowls with seasoned chicken; lots of fresh, colorful vegetables; and a few other flavor enhancers. It's a simple and incredibly good recipe that's easy to adapt to the ingredients you have at home.
Get the recipe: Rice Bowls With Chicken, Feta, Olives and Tomatoes
Back to pride. "Queerness in a way saved my life," the writer and professor Ocean Vuong said in 2020 in a conversation with writer Bryan Washington. He continued: "Often we see queerness as a deprivation, but when I look at my life, I saw that queerness demanded an alternative innovation from me, I had to make alternative routes. It made me curious, it made me ask [if] this is not enough for me because there's nothing here for me."
My spouse, Grace, has a print of this quotation framed in our shared home office. I look at it just about every day. We have built a home that celebrates queerness and embraces all the alternative routes Vuong talks about. Our home is not just a queer home because of the art on our walls; it's because of us, the people who live in it. Our family is a queer family, which isn't merely about our marriage, our gender identities and expressions, or our sexualities. It's about our way of living our day-to-day lives. Grace and I both approach things through queer lenses.
Grace is a question-asker, a researcher, a person who never hesitates to press pause instead of just going along with the status quo. Of the many gifts being married to Grace has given me, this regular reminder that pausing is an option is one of the most important. Grace reminds me so often that life is more abundant when we don't just pick the first option available.

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post )


I like to queer just about everything, to look at things from alternate perspectives and question if the norm is the only possibility. This could be as simple as when I write recipes and permit myself to wonder whether there's another way to make something, or as big of a life decision as my career and being willing to create my own stability if it means I get to make my own path. This approach, for me, isn't about substituting one thing for another. It's about expansiveness. When it comes to choosing this or that, I am always interested in "and." For whatever it's worth, this makes me a fun person to order food at a restaurant with.
This is all to say: I'm not much of a parade person. I am less a "special occasion" queer person and more of a "day-to-day life" queer person. ("Where do the quiet gays go?" asked Hannah Gadsby.)
It's true of my cooking, too. I am so much more interested in the food that gets us through our everyday life than I am in fancy meals. I'm interested in dishes like these rice bowls, which feature generously seasoned chicken with tons of savory flavor from garlic powder and oregano, tartness from sumac and vinegar, and a little sweetness from a spoonful of honey. You could put this chicken in a pita sandwich or serve it like I suggest, on rice with lots of no-cook toppings, such as feta, cucumbers, olives and marinated tomatoes. A veritable rainbow flag for dinner you can have at any time, because, in our kitchen, Pride is every day.
Get the recipe: Rice Bowls With Chicken, Feta, Olives and Tomatoes
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Ask Sahaj: My friend's new girlfriend is jealous and sent me abusive messages
He tells his close friend to ignore his jealous girlfriend's 'somewhat abusive' messages.
By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2024-06-13

(Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


Dear Sahaj: I am a woman with a male friendship that's quite close but with no romance and no desire for that type of relationship from either one of us. My friend recently started dating a woman who is admittedly jealous of our connection. She's sent me a number of angry and somewhat abusive messages that are clearly intended to hurt my feelings.
My friend says I should just dismiss her communications as some misplaced jealousy that will eventually abate. I'm hurt that my friend won't stand up for me, but because we're not romantic I don't want to demand anything regarding his relationship. For now, I'm distancing myself from the friendship but I'm sad and not sure what to do going forward.
-- Hurt
Hurt: You have two options: You can try to continue this conversation with your friend or choose not to. Either way, it doesn't change how hurtful and disappointing it can feel that he isn't protecting your friendship.
It's unfortunate, but there are a lot of limiting beliefs around mixed gender platonic friendships. However, just because your friend's girlfriend subscribes to those beliefs does not give her a pass to be mean or "abusive" toward you.
I talked to friendship educator and licensed therapist Blake Blankenbecler about your dilemma, and she shared the crux of the issue: "When your guy friend suggested you should dismiss the harmful messages from his girlfriend he was at the same time dismissing your feelings." If you haven't, you should explicitly address this by saying something like, "I know you think this will blow over, but I don't appreciate being talked to in that way. It's hurtful and inappropriate." Just because your friend doesn't think it's a big deal doesn't mean you should pretend it isn't too. You don't have to demand anything from him but you can share how it impacts you. As Blankenbecler says, "At the very least, it feels important that a friend cares about how his partner makes his friends feel regardless of gender."
Is this the first time one of you have been in a relationship since becoming friends? Are you in a relationship, too? In all friendships, adding partners to the mix can change our friends' availability and priorities. However, respect, kindness and care should never be compromised. Your friendship may need to recalibrate, and while it's your prerogative to distance yourself, I wonder if it would be worth broaching a conversation about this with curiosity. This may sound like, "I worry about how this -- or any future romantic relationships -- may impact our friendship. Do you have any concerns about that?" Giving him a chance to share his feelings may clarify if you're on the same page about your friendship.
It's also your prerogative not to say anything -- both to protect yourself and to not alienate a friend in a potentially isolating relationship. If the girlfriend is sending someone she barely knows abusive messages, how is she treating her date? You may even ask your friend something like, "I just wanted to check in with how you're doing. I'm hurt that she sent me those messages, but I'm more concerned about your relationship. Are things okay?" It's possible that since his girlfriend is acting this way, he may feel embarrassed or unsure how to navigate it himself and by focusing on how he's doing, you may find an inroad to talking about their relationship.
You can't change your friend's disappointing reaction, but you can choose how you handle it and how you can protect yourself during this. And being there for your friend despite this disappointment doesn't just make you the bigger person, it provides your friend a safe place to go should he need one.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/advice/2024/06/13/ask-sahaj-jealous-girlfriend-abusive-messages/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Your luggage is gross. Here's how to clean it.
Travel exposes your bags to lots of dirt, dust and germs. And who wants to touch those nasty things, much less bring them home?
By Stacey  Colino | 2024-06-13

(iStock)


Every time you take a trip, your luggage may pass through many hands, including those of the airline crew, a taxi or bus driver, the hotel bellhop, or a tour operator.
"Think about all the places you're dragging your luggage -- through streets and different environments -- and how many people are touching it if you're flying or staying in hotels," says Jan Louise Jones, program coordinator for hospitality and tourism management at the University of New Haven. All that exposure to other people and places can cause dirt, dust and germs to accumulate on your bags. And who wants to touch those nasty things, much less bring them home? That's why it's important to clean your luggage.
"Cleaning luggage is about more than just appearance -- it's about health as well," says Jason Tetro, a microbiologist in Edmonton, Alberta, and author of "The Germ Code" and "The Germ Files." "Luggage is a vector for the transfer of pathogens [infectious agents that cause disease], which means it could transmit infections to you."
Here are tips from experts on how to clean your luggage properly.
When you're traveling, as soon as you get to your destination Tetro recommends at least cleaning the luggage's handle -- "because that's the one thing everybody touches," he says -- and the zipper tabs with an antimicrobial wipe or a clean rag or microfiber cloth and a little disinfectant, such as hydrogen peroxide.
Regardless of where you're staying, you should never put your bags on the bed. Use the luggage rack or the top of the dresser, or place bags in the bathroom so you don't spread dirt and germs to the bed. And when you get home, put the luggage on the floor or in the bathroom, for the same reasons.
Once you're home, clean the outside of the suitcase, including the handle and zipper tabs. "To clean hard-sided luggage, rub it down with either an antibacterial wipe or a rag with a mix of dish soap and water," says Kristin DiNicolantonio, senior director of stakeholder communications at the American Cleaning Institute in Washington, D.C. A damp eraser sponge can help remove any scuff marks.
Soft suitcases made of nylon, canvas or polyester "are going to absorb more of the environment around them," DiNicolantonio says. You can use the same tools: an antibacterial wipe or a mix of soap and water and a clean cloth to clean it. "Work the solution gently into the fibers of the luggage with a soft brush such as a toothbrush or plastic bristle brush to pull up any dirt and stains," she says. Then, "wipe away the excess moisture and residue before letting the case dry in the sun or an airy spot."
Don't forget about the bottom of the bag and the wheels. "Remove any debris such as carpet fibers, dirt and hair from the wheels so that each wheel turns and spins freely along its axis," DiNicolantonio says. You can use scissors to cut out anything that's really lodged in there. Once the wheels are free and clear, wipe them and the bottom of the bag with a disinfecting cleaner or an antibacterial wipe.
There's no need to clean the inside of your luggage while you're traveling, unless something spills, in which case you'll want to clean the lining with soap and water and a washcloth or a disinfecting wipe. But toting around shoes and dirty clothes could leave dirt or, even worse, a funky smell inside. Tetro recommends placing stinky items in plastic bags. It will help keep odors from transferring to other items and prevent your luggage from absorbing those unpleasant smells.
Once you're home and unpacked, vacuum the inside of the bag, including the pockets and corners, or take the suitcase outside, open it and shake it to get rid of lingering dirt, crumbs or other debris. "Some companies now use antimicrobial ingredients in the fabrics," Tetro says, which can reduce concerns about transporting germs.
Next, sanitize the inside of your luggage so your clothes don't adopt a stale smell the next time you travel, says Leslie Reichert, the Green Cleaning Coach and author of "The Joy of Green Cleaning." She recommends combining half a cup of witch hazel or rubbing alcohol with eight to 10 drops of an essential oil (such as lavender or lemon) in a spray bottle. Spray a light mist of the solution throughout the inside of the suitcase or duffel bag, then leave the luggage open to let it dry, she says.
Between trips, Reichert recommends giving the inside of your luggage a quick wipe down with a damp rag or a disinfectant every two to three months to keep it fresh and clean.
And after cleaning your luggage, remember to clean your hands with soap and water or an alcohol-based hand sanitizer.
Besides helping you avoid exposure to germs that could make you sick, taking these steps can benefit your luggage, too. "It helps with preservation," Jones says. "It can keep your luggage in better condition inside and out."
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5 easy ways to get a more organized kitchen
Treat your fridge like a closet and other advice from organizing experts.
By Jennifer Barger | 2024-06-13

Being able to see and easily access pantry items is key. (iStock)


Scroll TikTok or troll HGTV, and you might think kitchen organization begins and ends with open shelving stacked neatly with crisp white plates, or a pantry stocked with clear plastic bins filled with items arranged in rainbow order a la the Home Edit.
In the real world, professional organizers are more likely to recommend thinking of your kitchen in functional zones, and then arranging your pots, gadgets and food around how you cook (or don't) in the space. "It's amazing how often people unpack their kitchen stuff and don't think about how or where they'll use it," says Scott Roewer of the Organizing Agency in D.C.
Let the classic kitchen triangle (sink, fridge, stove) guide you as you stash your stuff: Store oils and spices near the cooktop, put the dish rack next to the sink. If you have a lot of kitchen clutter, start by taking everything out of your cabinets and fridge and grouping items by category (cake pans, dried pastas). Before putting it all back, purge what's expired or what you no longer need.
Here are other simple principles to help you tackle the main spaces of your kitchen.

Once your pantry is tidier, you'll be able to "shop" it before making a meal. (iStock)


Once you've sorted nonperishable food and kitchen wares into categories, figure out where to put them back. Store similar items together (canned goods, baking ingredients) and consider affixing labels to the insides of drawers and cabinets to indicate what goes where.
Being able to easily see and access items in the pantry (or the cabinets that function as one) is key. "If things aren't shoved into cabinets willy-nilly, you can quickly glance into the pantry and know what you have," says Dana K. White of A Slob Comes Clean. "Then you can 'shop' your kitchen before making dinner."
Organizing gear can help tame the pantry, too. Onions and potatoes might slip into clear plastic bins or simple baskets; spices can be arranged on stair-stepped risers (think mouse-size bleachers). "And turntables are fantastic, since you can just spin them to access stuff that's at the back of a cabinet," says organizer Anne Mooney of Oakland, Calif. "It's a circular solution to a square problem."

Drawers will stay neater if you use compartmentalized dividers. (iStock)


The prime real estate in your cabinets -- easy-to-reach shelves, drawers close to the dishwasher -- should be devoted to whichever plates, dishes and cookware you use most often. "It's about proximity, putting silverware in the drawer right next to the dishwasher, or coffee mugs right above the coffeemaker," says White.
Drawers will stay neater if you use compartmentalized dividers like silverware trays and low-profile knife blocks. This also keeps items from sliding around in drawers and becoming jumbled. If your cupboards don't have slide-out shelves (a feature in many newer kitchens), you can add your own pullouts from companies like Rev-a-Shelf, the Container Store's Elfa or ShelfGenie.
For dishes and glassware you only need a few times a year -- Grandma's formal china, large serving platters -- Roewer suggests "looking beyond the kitchen for storage." He keeps his wine goblets and collection of cocktail swizzle sticks in his dining room sideboard and recommends that space-challenged clients place holiday-only plates and cups in padded, zippered containers that they stash in a closet or attic.

Just as you would in your closet, group similar items together in your refrigerator. (iStock)


Pretend your refrigerator is a closet for food, and it may be easier for you to organize it. This means that like goes with like once again. "Subdivide the fridge with one spot for drinks, another for meat and cheese, another for produce," says Mooney. You can do that using the drawers the appliance came with (veggie crisper, fruit drawer) or via a few see-through plastic bins on the shelves.
Roewer swears by a "file not pile" storage mantra, particularly in the freezer. "You want to put stuff into the drawer on its side so you can see more of it," he says. "You can also take things like frozen pizzas out of their excess packaging before you put them away. That can save room."
Regularly check the expiration dates of refrigerated items, and watch for rotting veggies or spoiled meat. Some newer smart fridges use AI to monitor food's freshness, but you'll still need to enter in when you bought that lettuce or the "best by" date on that yogurt.
From instant pots to knife blocks, anything you leave on kitchen countertops can add to visual clutter. "Whatever you can do to cut down on the amount of stuff on the counter helps the room feel neater," says Roewer. "Everyone has a different tolerance level, but in general, the less you have on the counter, the easier it is to keep clean."
Magazine-worthy minimalism might not be possible in real life. But you can limit the load on your counters by clearing out a cabinet for storing small appliances, replacing a countertop microwave with a drawer model, or buying a dish-drying rack that folds or rolls up so it can be stored out of sight when it's not in use.
Corral the items you do leave on the counter in containers or "stations." Place wooden spoons and spatulas in an oversize jar by the stove or create a beverage station with mugs, tea bags and a sugar canister on a tray next to the coffee machine.

Clever storage solutions can make awkward areas, like under the sink, more functional, as in this kitchen by Anthony Wilder Design/Build. (Anice Hoachlander)


When kitchen space is at a premium, awkward spaces can morph into storage spots. "Even though there are plumbing pipes under the sink, you could still add rollout drawers or install shelving for other supplies," says Shannon Kadwell, a kitchen and bath designer at Maryland's Anthony Wilder Design/Build. Or place a small tension rod across the length of the under-sink cabinet, just in front of the pipes, and hang bottles of cleaning supplies from it, nozzles first.
While the tiny cabinets above some range hoods usually get too hot for food storage, they can work for water bottles. Stack them horizontally on their sides, with or without a small rack to hold them in place. "And if you have space above your cabinets, put that to use," says Roewer. "But anything placed in a high spot like that can get greasy or dusty, so put things you don't use often -- holiday cookie cutters, party supplies -- in bins with lids."
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How to turn 'summer slide' into learning opportunities for children
Students appear to learn less and potentially forget some of what they've learned in the summer, but summer can be an opportunity for learning or catching up.
By Richard Sima | 2024-06-13

(George Wylesol for The Washington Post)


School's out. Summer will soon be here. And with it will come the perennial concern that elementary schoolchildren will forget what they learned during the academic year.
Parents and teachers have had this worry about summer learning loss, or summer slide, for at least a century.
But the good news is that summer learning loss may not be as dire as once feared, research suggests. Studies have raised questions about how detrimental it is -- or whether it even exists.
"What do we actually know? Less than we think," said Paul von Hippel, a professor of public affairs and associate dean for research at the University of Texas at Austin.
Though students appear to learn less and potentially forget some of what they learned in the summer, education researchers say that summer break is not something to overly worry about. It can be an opportunity for learning, catching up or invigorating a child's love of learning.
"There are many things that parents and families can do to mitigate summer learning loss and also to spark a love of learning in kids," said Kathleen Lynch, assistant professor of learning sciences at the University of Connecticut Neag School of Education.
Contrary to popular perception, the science on summer learning loss in grade school is not settled.
A 1996 meta-analysis thrust summer slide into the broader consciousness with evidence that students lose about a month of learning in reading and math, on average, over the season. It also raised alarms that summer was widening the achievement gap between children from poorer socioeconomic backgrounds and those from wealthier ones, said Megan Kuhfeld, director of growth modeling and analytics at the Northwest Evaluation Association (NWEA), a nonprofit academic assessments organization.
But many of the results from these early studies were not consistently replicated. In an influential 2019 article in Education Next, von Hippel highlighted the lack of research consensus and the abundance of open questions about summer learning loss.
Researching summer learning loss is challenging. Ideally, exams should be given to students right before they leave for summer break and again when they return to school in the fall. They should also test the same material. But in the older studies, few tests focused on how the summer break affected learning and instead are "often piggybacking on tests that were written for a different purpose," von Hippel said.
More modern testing methods did not bring clear answers, however.
In a 2023 study, von Hippel and his colleagues compared three different tests tracking elementary students' math and reading skills through the 2010s in the United States.
They found that the different tests showed different results about summer learning. The widely used NWEA test showed that children lost two to three months of learning in math and reading. But the federally administered Early Childhood Longitudinal Studies, focusing on kindergarten cohorts, also known as ECLS-K tests showed that the summer slide was trivial; students lost less than a week of learning in reading, and there was no statistical difference in math. A third test conducted by the education test company Renaissance reported large losses in math similar to NWEA but smaller losses in reading.
In a recent analysis comparing the summer learning loss from each test, including a fourth, new test, Kuhfeld "was surprised by the magnitude of the variation," she said.
The most recent research is inconclusive on whether summer widens educational inequalities across socioeconomic status, race or gender.
"The question of who learns more than who or who forgets more than who is very difficult," von Hippel said. "And I would view it as unresolved."
It is tough to understand the causes behind these summer learning differences because detailed information cannot be readily compared. It is difficult to get private educational testing companies with competing business interests to share data, Kuhfeld said. And the questions asked on the federally administered ECLS-K exams are kept confidential from researchers as well.
For education researchers, "it's just a field in flux at the moment," Kuhfeld said. But "I'd rather have more data than less data," she said.
So, what is the takeaway for parents and teachers?
"I think it's clear that students, at the very least, don't learn very much over the summer vacation, on average," von Hippel said.
Students' learning stagnates or slips somewhat during the summer, though to what extent, on average, is unclear. There is also variability in each student, school and district, researchers said, and the amount of learning is more variable during the summer than during the school year, which provides a more standardized educational experience.
Von Hippel also pointed out that children learn and forget things over the summer, but they forget over the school year, too, though to a lesser extent.
"I view it as similar to a child climbing a sand dune," von Hippel said. "What you see in the summer is less stepping and more slipping."
Try not to worry or fear summer learning loss, researchers said. Instead, think about summer as an opportunity for more learning. Trailing students can catch up, while those who are ahead can get more enrichment, von Hippel said.
Formal summer programs are one option, and evidence suggests they can help. A 2021 meta-analysis of 37 studies on mathematics summer programs found they can improve student achievement in math.
However, parents can help their children learn even without enrolling them in an official program. For example, one 2013 meta-analysis of 41 summer reading interventions reported that those carried out at home can be as effective as classroom-based ones.
Reading is especially important to keep up in the summer, researchers said. See if your school has summer reading lists, and make sure children have access to the library, Kuhfeld said. Parents can serve as good role models by reading as well to show that "reading is a part of life," Lynch said.
Math may seem harder to incorporate into the day, but math is everywhere, and can be found in many engaging everyday activities: cooking involves measuring ingredients; shopping entails calculating costs; playing sports or board games means keeping score. Even asking children to make estimations -- how long a walk to the store will last, for example -- can be an opportunity to keep their math skills sharp without asking them to drill their multiplication tables.
The relative freedom of summer break means that children also have the opportunity to dive deeper into topics that they are interested in but did not get the time for during the school year.
"Build learning opportunities in kids' daily lives that are enjoyable," Lynch said. "Focus on the joy of learning rather than stressing out about summer learning loss."
Do you have a question about human behavior or neuroscience? Email BrainMatters@washpost.com and we may answer it in a future column.
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Ask Amy: Daughter longs for a different relationship with her parents
After her parents favored her sibling's children over her own, this reader is upset her mom expects to rely on her in the future. 
By Amy Dickinson | 2024-06-13
Dear Amy: My parents were absentee grandparents, despite my longing for more. For many years and on several occasions, I tearfully asked my mother why they ultimately favored my sibling's children over my own. We all live in the same town.
The answer I got implied that my folks had provided some financial assistance to my sibling at some point and that because of that, they were entitled to special grandparent treatment. My parents basically said that I don't have a right to tell them what to do or not to do. I respect that, despite the fact that I didn't like that answer at all -- then or now.
Now they are retired and miserable and broke. My mom has more than hinted on several occasions that she plans to move in with me if my dad passes away before her. They never planned for retirement financially.
Why does she feel entitled? Should I feel obligated to help? Why would this responsibility fall solely on me? I feel like telling her that they cannot tell me what I can or cannot do in much the same way they told me.
Please share your opinion with me. I have no idea how to tackle the subject with them or my siblings, even though the topic keeps coming up again and again.
-- Stung Daughter
Stung: Reading your narrative, I see "implied," "hinted" and how actions spoke louder than words. You seem to be the only person to have actually asked a family member a direct question: "Why do you favor my sibling's children?" The answer you got, "You can't tell me what to do," isn't an answer. It's actually an unrelated statement.
I congratulate you for having full use of your voice, and I suggest that you continue to use it in a clear and authentic way -- to state your intentions and exactly how you feel. Your mother seems to have appointed you the family scapegoat. Your mother is entitled. She is entitled to her opinion, and not much beyond that.
If you don't want your mother to live with you, then tell her so: "Mom, you're going to have to look for other housing, because I am not willing to have you move in with me." You could be helpful by researching low-income elder housing in your area.
Relationships in your family seem to be transactional. If that is the case, then you definitely don't owe your parents anything, because -- according to you -- you haven't received the thing you wanted the most from them -- their attention. Fortunately, you have siblings. They seem to have better relationships with your folks, and so you can toss this problem in their direction.
Dear Amy: We attended a wedding nine months ago and still have not received a thank-you note for the generous gift we gave to the couple. This was a traditional three-day weekend affair that required travel, multiple outfits and, of course, a very nice wedding gift.
The couple have offered multiple excuses for why they haven't sent their thank yous (their wedding photos coming back, holiday cards, etc.) but ... nothing. Adding to their excuses, every Wednesday they post a "Wedding Wednesday" flashback to social media where they share pictures, stories, hints and tips about curating the perfect wedding ... yet -- no thank you!
We have received no email, no generic mass-market thank you on social media. Literally nothing. The bride's sister is getting married next year, and we are wondering if the same scenario is going to repeat itself! Have times changed? Did I miss the memo?
-- Feeling Confused
Confused: The frustration of not being thanked properly is one of the most frequent problems readers present. Times have indeed changed. It is no longer necessary to sit down and write notes on creamy monogrammed stationery. Technology has made thanking people so much easier! Married couples can text people a personal thank-you video, write a thoughtful email, call, message, or send a postcard. The couple you are referring to are particularly brazen. Sharing their "Wedding Wednesdays" rubs their guests' noses in their rudeness.
I think that you should very politely call them out: "We love your 'Wedding Wednesdays.' Maybe you should host a 'Thank you Thursday' where you teach people how to curate the perfect 'thank you' moment!"
Dear Readers: My last column will run at the end of this month. R. Eric Thomas will start a new advice column, "Asking Eric."
You can help Eric get started by sending your questions to eric@askingeric.com.
(c) 2024 by Amy Dickinson. Distributed by Tribune Content Agency.
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Carolyn Hax: She's worried her boyfriend sees her as a sex maid
She worries her boyfriend sees her as a sex maid since he pays the rent and expects her to do all the chores.
By Carolyn Hax | 2024-06-13

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


Adapted from an online discussion.
Dear Carolyn: My boyfriend and I both are in our mid-20s and moved in together this summer. He makes more money than I do and also gets help from his family, while I have student loans and get no help. He suggested that he pay the rent while I do the laundry, cooking and cleaning. I was okay with this deal, since I'd been doing all that stuff anyway, but I've started to worry about how he sees me because of it.
Since moving in, I found out he wanted me to do that stuff because he's never done any of it. His parents did everything for him. Literally everything, including his laundry, making all appointments for him and paying all his bills -- providing the money and sending it off, too. His dad even put gas in his car every time it needed it.
Now my boyfriend acts like gassing up his own car and paying his own bills is such a big, stressful deal. Also, he hasn't made one appointment since we moved in together. He recently asked whether I would book his haircuts and dental appointments for him. When I said no, he got really upset and brought up how he pays the rent.
My best friend says he views me as a maid he has sex with. Do you think this is true? Is our relationship doomed?
-- Treated Like His Secretary/Maid
Treated Like His Secretary/Maid: Please tell your boyfriend that not being a complete jackhole isn't as hard as he makes it seem.
And as soon as you're making more money, sign up your best friend for a chocolate-of-the-month subscription as a reward for general excellence in the role.
For funsies, though, let's say your boyfriend doesn't see you as just a sex maid. Let's say he (also) loves you for who you are.
Then you'd still have the problem of his petulance, helplessness and petulant helplessness. That is not just an "Oh, his parents did everything" problem. Because:
* He is not goo.
* Sometimes parents who try to do everything get shut down by their kids, who actually want to take care of themselves.
* Sometimes parents do everything and then, when the kids are set loose on the world, the kids say: "Whoa! I never learned this thing that my entire age cohort knows how to do!" And the kids set about learning the thing ASAP -- often embarrassed and hoping no one else notices they have the skills of an oblivious 8-year-old. Some of these newly free-standing people never look back and become self-reliant globe-trotting laundry-slayers.
Therefore, when someone raised in a cave sees daylight for the first time when he's in his 20s, and his response is to flood you with shame and assignments as he races back into the darkness, you can say the problem originated with his parents, sure -- but he put his sentient adult stamp on it.
Or did he make you do that for him, too?
Re: Maid: Start small. Your boyfriend should do ONE chore, something, anything: sweeping, toilet cleaning, dusting, unloading the dishes. That is still "fair" in a he-pays-more, you-do-more split. If he can't do even one chore, then, yes, you're the maid, and you should leave.
-- Anonymous
Anonymous: Yeah, no. The ONE chore is for the letter writer -- to pack up and get the hmph out.
Re: Maid: Don't "start small"! It is NOT YOUR JOB to teach him to be an adult [head on desk]. Dump him!
-- [Head on Desk]
[Head on Desk]: Y'okay? I've found a cold beverage pressed to the forehead can help. (Briefly -- don't want to bruise a good drink.)
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Miss Manners: I'm very prone to seasickness. How do I get others to accept that?
Letter writer is prone to seasickness and won't go on cruises. Their friends don't buy that excuse.
By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2024-06-13
Dear Miss Manners: I like to travel and have been many places in the world. I am very prone to seasickness, though, so waterborne vessels rarely make an appearance in my travels. (As I write this, I am mentally reliving a one-hour turbojet ferry from Hong Kong to Macau -- gah.)
People often ask me why I don't go on cruises, but when I answer with the seasickness response, they won't hear of it. They are sure that whatever boat they have in mind -- from a gigantic cruise ship to a paddle-wheel riverboat to a canoe -- will be fine for me because of XYZ. Or that a particular body of water won't cause seasickness. Or that this motion sickness device will work a charm for me, as it did for them.
The reality is that all boats on all bodies of water make me queasy. I've tried all the "cures," and I still suffer mightily. Is there a courteous way to tell these well-meaning people that waterborne travel is not in my future, ever?
As what you call the Seasickness Response has not discouraged people, perhaps your version of it is less demonstrative than Miss Manners had originally pictured -- gah. Assuming whoever you are speaking with is not proposing to rent Jet Skis posthaste, perhaps it would be quicker to agree that you will take their suggestions under advisement -- and then change the subject.
Dear Miss Manners: I live in an old, established neighborhood where new homes are being built on the available plots. The one behind my own home is angled so that its back porch and dining room/kitchen are basically within a foot of my property line. The owners also replaced much of the lawn with a patio and pool, which reflect sound rather than absorb it. When they entertain, or just dine at their kitchen table, the acoustics are such that I can literally hear every single word of their conversations. This is not only distracting, but also makes me uncomfortable about being privy to their conversations.
When they moved in pre-pandemic, I went over and brought some welcome gifts, but I am now unsure of how to approach this problem. Shout "Too loud!" over the fence? Drop a note in their mailbox? Text them, if I can find their number? And how do I avoid looking like some old neighbor who just seems too fussy and sensitive?
Paranoia will be of greater assistance to you than bluntness: Tell your neighbor that you feel they should know that -- in spite of your strenuous efforts to keep windows closed and not to listen -- the sound from their dining room can be clearly heard in your living room. The more embarrassed you can look while confessing this, the more motivated Miss Manners believes they will be to do something about it.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2024 Judith Martin
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D.C. chef Michael Rafidi's Beard Award is a 'huge moment for Palestinians'
Michael Rafidi, the Palestinian American behind Albi in Washington, won the James Beard Award for outstanding chef on Monday.
By Tim Carman | 2024-06-13

Michael Rafidi, the chef and owner of Albi in Washington, won the James Beard Award for outstanding chef in America on Monday in Chicago. (Erin Hooley/AP)


When his name was announced Monday as winner of the James Beard Award for outstanding chef in America, Michael Rafidi didn't leap out of his seat in celebration at the Lyric Opera of Chicago. The chef and owner of Albi in Washington gracefully walked down the aisle, a kaffiyeh around his neck and tennis shoes on his feet, and stood at the lectern to make a surprise announcement: He had lost the speech he wrote.
"I had a speech. I honestly don't know where it's at right now," Rafidi told the gathered crowd.
It didn't matter. Even without a script, Rafidi knew where he wanted to place the spotlight: First on his staff at Albi, "because clearly there's no such thing as an outstanding chef without an outstanding team," Radifi said. Second on his grandparents, originally from Ramallah in the West Bank, and his mother in Maryland, who all "paved the way for me to be here tonight."
Then his thoughts turned to the Palestinian people. He never mentioned Gaza or the million residents there who are expected to face death and starvation by July, according to the U.N. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs. Rafidi just said, "This award is dedicated to Palestine, and to all the Palestinian people out there, whether it's here or in Palestine or all over the world."
Rafidi is one of those people, thought to be the first of Palestinian descent to win the Beard Award for outstanding chef (though that remains unconfirmed). His maternal grandparents left  Ramallah in the years after the Nakba, the mass displacement and dispossession of Palestinians during the 1948 Arab-Israeli war. His family still runs a bakery in Ramallah; it can trace its roots back more than a century. Rafidi was raised by his mother and her parents, who were his introduction to Palestinian food and culture as a child. Albi, the chef says, is "a tribute to my grandparents and the food I grew up with."
That's what his original speech was about, Rafidi said. The chef did eventually find the speech and posted it on Instagram on Wednesday.
"We are seeing unspeakable horrors in my homeland, we are seeing food being used as a weapon of war, to starve people and deprive them of their human rights," Rafidi wrote. "The very land that for generations provided my family and millions with the ingredients and recipes that sustained life and made it possible for someone like me to stand on that stage is in danger and we must all speak out against it."

Michael Rafidi is thought to be the first chef of Palestinian descent to win the James Beard Award for outstanding chef. (Scott Suchman for The Washington Post) 


Reached by phone earlier Wednesday, Rafidi said he is usually a man of few words, a disposition that aligns well with the Beard Foundation's request to keep acceptance speeches short during the awards ceremony. The D.C. chef didn't deliver the blistering paragraph about "unspeakable horrors" to the Beard audience Monday. He didn't discuss the war in Gaza or the events in the West Bank. He was more restrained, but he said that raising awareness about these problems is part of his mission, just as important as spotlighting the food of the Levant, including Palestine.
"That's the only thing I feel like I can do: shed light and show off Palestinian food and how great it could be, but also raise awareness on having people pay a little bit more attention to what's going on in Palestine and Gaza as well, but also the West Bank," Rafidi told The Washington Post.
The situation is personal to Rafidi. His extended family in Ramallah lives with the violence around them. "This has been going on for decades. But it is only getting worse in the West Bank," he said. "I don't know if you saw ... the produce market that was set fire like two weeks ago. That was a few blocks from my family's bakery."
Rafidi is not someone who views awards as a kind of coronation of Palestinian cuisine in America. "I don't know if I need confirmation from anyone on what we're doing. There's been a mission with me cooking this kind of food ever since Albi opened. I think whether I get recognized by James Beard or Michelin or anyone, I continue to do what I'm doing," said Rafidi, whose coal-fired cooking in the Navy Yard holds a Michelin star.
"It's incredible. Don't get me wrong. I'm self-motivated on the cause. I'm excited about the food I cook," he added. "Regardless of the awards, I think I have a mission of going down that path."
Rafidi may be shy about making pronouncements about his Beard victory, but his peers aren't. Reem Assil, the Palestinian American chef and founder of Reem's, a small Arab street food chain in San Francisco, told The Post that she had collaborated with Rafidi in the past and witnessed firsthand "how magical his kitchen is."
"What a huge moment for Palestinians to hold our heads up high with pride and hope in a devastating time," Assil said in a text. "This accolade to Palestine shows he knows the power of his voice and his willingness to use it."

"Whether I get recognized by James Beard or Michelin or anyone, I continue to do what I'm doing," chef Michael Rafidi says. (Scott Suchman for The Washington Post) 


Marcelle G Afram, the chef behind Shababi, a Palestinian-inspired kitchen that hosts pop-ups and private dinners, said he was "immensely proud" of Rafidi for his win.
"He's done an incredible job of centering Palestinian and Arab hospitality, uplifting Palestinian foodways, narrative and culture," Afram wrote in a text. "It's exceptionally important right now for Palestinians to be uplifted, with the ongoing genocide on Palestinians in Gaza, to help continue to preserve, advance awareness and acknowledge our culture, joy and struggles."
Rafidi hasn't had much time to process his victory since returning from Chicago on Tuesday. He's still deep in the process of opening two establishments in the Union Market area: a larger version of Yellow, his popular Levantine bakery and pizzeria in Georgetown, and a cocktail bar and bistro called La' Shukran, which is Arabic for "no, thank you." (He doesn't have an opening date yet for the twin projects.)
But the chef does have a thought about what it means to be the second straight Washingtonian to win the Beard Award for outstanding chef. Rob Rubba won it last year for his mostly vegetarian restaurant Oyster Oyster in D.C.'s Shaw neighborhood. Rubba was onstage in Chicago to present Rafidi the medal.
"D.C. is the best. That's it. I think it solidifies that," Rafidi said. "We have a great dining scene here."
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Joey Chestnut barred from Nathan's hot dog contest over Impossible Foods deal
Competitive eater Joey Chestnut won't be allowed to participate in Nathan's hot dog eating contest after endorsing Impossible Foods' plant-based dog. 
By Tim Carman | 2024-06-12

Joey Chestnut, right, pictured with fellow competitive eating champion Michelle Lesco. (Julia Nikhinson/AP)


Joey "Jaws" Chestnut, widely considered the greatest professional eater in history, won't be allowed to compete at the Nathan's Famous hot dog eating contest after signing an endorsement deal with plant-based company Impossible Foods.
The deal with Impossible, which is trying to attract more meat eaters with its new plant-based hot dog, does not prohibit Chestnut from entering eating competitions, including Nathan's Famous International Hot Dog-Eating Contest on July 4. "We love Joey and support him in any contest he chooses. It's OK to experiment with a new dog. Meat eaters shouldn't have to be exclusive to just one wiener," the California-based company said in a statement.
But Nathan's demands loyalty from its competitors -- at least when it comes to hot dog brands, said George Shea, chair and co-founder of Major League Eating, the governing body for numerous competitive eating contests, including Nathan's. A key agreement for all competitors at the Nathan's contest -- where people ompete for the "Mustard Belt" and prize money in front of ESPN's cameras -- is to "not represent a rival hot dog brand," Shea told The Washington Post.
The latest contract between Chestnut and Nathan's had expired, Shea said, and the two sides were negotiating a new one when Chestnut announced he had signed a deal with a "plant-based firm." Nathan's didn't know then that it was with Impossible.
Shea said Nathan's had asked Chestnut for a potential carve-out: Could he represent all other products in the company's line, except for its plant-based hot dogs?
"And they said no, and that was where we got to an impasse," Shea said. "We just got surprised by this."
It wouldn't be the only surprise for Shea and Nathan's. Chestnut also has a mano-a-mano eating contest with Takeru "Kobi" Kobayashi scheduled for Labor Day on Netflix, the streaming service announced Wednesday.
Impossible Foods wouldn't comment on its deal with Chestnut. But in signing with Impossible, Chestnut apparently walked away from a lucrative deal with Nathan's, which was prepared to offer the 16-time winner an annual $300,000 appearance fee over four years, said one source who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the negotiations.
"I was very disappointed to learn from the media today that after nearly 20 years I am banned from the Nathan's 4th of July Hot Dog Eating Contest," Chestnut said in an Instagram post. "I love competing in that event, I love celebrating America with my fans all over this great country on the 4th and I have been training to defend my title."
Chestnut could not immediately be reached for comment.
Chestnut's absence will mean that a new champion will be crowned on July 4, when 35,000 people are expected to gather at the corner of Surf and Stillwell avenues in Coney Island to watch the most advanced eaters in the world try to pound down more than 60 dogs in 10 minutes. Chestnut has not lost since 2015 when Matthew Stonie took home the trophy. Chestnut still holds the Nathan's record: In 2021, he wolfed down 76 hot dogs and buns in 10 minutes.

In a 2017 video, Joey Chestnut eats 77 hot dogs in 10 minutes to train for Nathan's Hot Dog Eating Contest.


As part of its new brand campaign to attract more meat eaters into its fold, Impossible Foods may have landed the world's most famous carnivore.
"Listen up, America, meat has problems," says one meathead in Impossible's lead campaign commercial. "And it's going to take us meat-eaters to solve them." The solution, the ad suggests with tongue firmly planted against cheek, is to eat more meat -- plant-based meat. One study suggests that plant-based meats have, on average, 50 percent lower environmental impacts than proteins raised with traditional animal agriculture.
At age 40, Chestnut may be the ideal person to lead carnivores to a plant-based diet, at least some of the time. He's ranked No. 1 in the world among competitive eaters. He holds 55 world records. Chestnut, along with his former rival Kobayashi, who had retired, has transformed a competition widely seen as a form of gluttony into a sport demanding discipline and training. (Chestnut has also probably shaved many months off his life.)
But that mission -- if it is indeed his mission -- has cost Chestnut the chance to compete in the world's most famous eating contest -- at least for now. Major League Eating had agreed to let Chestnut compete in a rival hot-dog eating contest on Labor Day -- one with "unbranded" dogs, Shea said. It was a sign the governing body wasn't trying to restrict Chestnut's opportunities, he added.
That Sept. 2 contest, it turns out, is a live-steaming event on Netflix featuring just Chestnut and Kobayashi. Dubbed "Chestnut vs. Kobayashi: Unfinished Beef," Netflix is pitching the contest as a "showdown [that] will settle a 15-year rivalry between the two competitive eaters."
And despite the new deal with Impossible Foods, Chestnut isn't officially banned from ever appearing at the Nathan's contest again, Shea said.
"It might be a semantic issue, but to me, banning means, he's out. We're done. We're done with Joey. That's not the case. We love Joey. If he could resolve this issue of representing a rival brand, we'd love to have him on the Fourth. We'd love to have him next year," Shea said.

Joey Chestnut won his 16th Nathan's Famous hot dog eating title in 2023, putting down 62 hot dogs and buns in 10 minutes. (Yuki Iwamura/AP)


This wouldn't be the first time that Major League Eating has had a contract dispute with one of its prized competitors. Kobayashi stopped appearing at the annual Nathan's contest after he refused to sign a contract with MLE. Kobayashi felt the terms of the contract were too restrictive, preventing him from competing in contests not under the MLE banner.
With Chestnut out, the leading candidate to win at Nathan's this year is Geoffrey Esper, currently ranked No. 2 in the world among competitive eaters. Esper finished second last year, devouring 49 dogs in 10 minutes, 13 less than Chestnut.
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Super-spicy ramen noodles recalled in Denmark over health risks
Danish authorities issued a warning about three varieties of Samyang's ultra-spicy ramen noodles, citing risks to kids engaging in social-media challenges. 
By Emily Heil | 2024-06-12

These are among the spicy instant ramen noodles recalled by Danish officials over possible health risks. (AP Photo) 


On social media, kids (and plenty of adults) often challenge one another to eat super-spicy foods in feats of nose-running, eye-watering endurance. But Danish authorities are warning about the potential health risks of some of the hottest ramen noodles popular in such videos, and recently issued a recall of three varieties of instant noodles for containing too-high levels of capsaicin.
The Danish officials pulled from shelves Buldak 3x Spicy & Hot Chicken, 2x Spicy & Hot Chicken and Hot Chicken Stew, all made by the South Korea-based brand Samyang, and urged people who had purchased them to toss them in the trash or return them to the store. They cautioned that those products each contained a higher level of spice than the chips that had reportedly sickened several children in Germany.
It is unclear whether those chips are the same as the one that a Massachusetts teenager died after eating while participating in the viral "One Chip Challenge" at school. An autopsy later revealed that the boy died of a heart attack "in the setting" of ingesting high levels of capsaicin, and that he had underlying heart problems. Paqui, the maker of the chip -- which came packaged in a coffin-shaped box -- quickly discontinued it.
The Danish regulators noted in an statement accompanying the recall that children and "frail adults" are particularly vulnerable and that symptoms of capsaicin poisoning can include "burning and discomfort, nausea, vomiting and high blood pressure."
The ban on the ramen noodles was prompted by a consumer who wondered why the products were legal. "The DTU Food Institute has now assessed the products, and the conclusion is that the noodle packets are harmful to health," the statement reads. Anyone who had already eaten the product and had not suffered a bad reaction was fine, they said. But the officials urged anyone with symptoms to contact poison control.
An email to Samyang seeking comment was not immediately returned. "We understand that the Danish food authority recalled the products, not because of a problem in their quality but because they were too spicy," the company told the BBC.
While spicy-food-eating challenges have been around for decades, their rising popularity online -- and particularly among young people, who are among the most vulnerable to potential negative side effects -- has worried health officials and parents.
There have been other reports of U.S. children being sickened by the Paqui chips, with complaints of vomiting, eye irritation, difficulty breathing and other symptoms. Late last year, Czech officials halted the production in that country of a similar chip product that was sold with a pair of rubber gloves for handling.
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Dad insists on lectures that drive teens away. Hax readers give advice.
Husband is so adamant about his duty to lecture their teens into adulthood that the kids are now "avoiding him completely."
By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2024-06-12

Carolyn Hax (The Washington Post)


We asked readers to channel their inner Carolyn Hax and answer this question. Some of the best responses are below.
Dear Carolyn: My husband and I have two teens. They're great kids with good heads on their shoulders (so far!). My husband has taken to giving them long-winded unsolicited advice, and the kids have gone from politely listening to glazing over to now directly telling him they aren't looking for advice to getting mad when he persists to avoiding him completely.
He gets mad and says he's obligated as a parent to provide "guidance," and if the kids need to get mad at him in order to be "motivated," then he's fine with that. I only give advice to the kids when asked or when they are thinking of doing something that has serious negative consequences -- hence they tend to talk to me about their lives.
I've told my husband he's pushing the kids away, but he justifies it as good parenting. I'm so tired of this cycle. What can I do?
-- Tired Parent
Tired Parent: There isn't a lot you can do. But step one is to sit your husband down at a happy time and tell him you have something important to discuss. Ask him to stretch himself to listen with an open mind. Then spell out the cycle as simply as you did in your letter. Ask him to reflect on what you've said, if there is any part he can relate to. If he is open to the idea of accepting your influence, you could come up with a lighthearted code word (Polonius!) to let him know he's doing it.
That's it. You're done. One of the axioms of life is that we can't control other people. He may continue to offer copious guidance and the kids may avoid him. It's frustrating, but families survive worse. And to moderate your frustration, you can always remind yourself that your teens are all likely tolerating annoying and predictable behaviors from you, too!
-- Hilary
Tired Parent: You can accept that you can't change him and focus on your own relationship with your kids. Stop worrying about his relationship with them. Make up your mind to let the consequences fall where they may. Although you may be affected by those consequences, they are between him and the kids. Once you accept that, you can step back, take a breather and stop worrying.
That's what your kids need from you -- someone who's focused on them, not on what your husband should or shouldn't do. You probably aren't doing your kids any favors by letting your husband's behavior upset you. 
-- Focus
Tired Parent: When my kids were teens, my husband began a group text thread with them he called Life Lessons. They were general guidance texts. They included things like the lesson of compound interest, or why never to lie, or how to speak up for yourself, together with a quick related story from his life. He sent one every few weeks. Occasionally he got a response from them, usually just a "thumbs up," but he never asked for or expected one.
Years later, the kids told us how much they loved that thread, that they read every single text (maybe not right away), often shared the advice with friends, and still reread it now that they are adults. I believe they especially loved the personal stories he'd attach to them. He still does it, although much less frequently.
-- Write it Down?
Tired Parent: Parents tend to be overbearing when they're scared of something. I know I am! It's tempting to go into long explanations about something, but I've realized that's more about making myself feel better that I've explained something to them versus knowing what the actual best way is to share information with them.
So one thing to ask your husband: What is he scared of? Or worried about? As a parent, most of the job is worrying. We have to figure out if what we're doing to address these fears is for us, or for our kids. And addressing your husband's fears can help him be less overbearing -- and you'll learn something helpful, too!
-- Parent/Therapist in CO
Tired Parent: You can try to keep a good relationship between father and kids by encouraging family events that don't involve lectures. All of you could go to a professional sporting event, a rock concert or the movies -- anywhere talking is virtually impossible. Get your kids involved in planning and ask them what they would like to do with their dad. Then, when they are past the lecture stage, your kids will also have some happy memories with their dad.
-- Momjill
Every week, we ask readers to answer a question submitted to Carolyn Hax's live chat or email. Read last week's installment here. New questions are typically posted on Thursdays, with a Monday deadline for submissions. Responses are anonymous unless you choose to identify yourself and are edited for length and clarity.
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Show Dad you care with these 8 recipes for Father's Day
Celebrate the dad in your life with these 8 festive recipes, including steak, pasta and cake.
By Anna Rodriguez | 2024-06-12
I learned from my dad that cooking can be a love language. Though he was often busy with work during the week, on Sundays, he would throw together a huge spread of food for my family to enjoy that night and throughout the following days. Though we often teased him about his eclectic food combinations (think coleslaw, pinto beans and pasta), it was clear that those long afternoons in the kitchen were an act of care, a way to provide for us during hectic workweeks.
However the fathers in your life show you love, you can return the appreciation on Father's Day with a thoughtfully prepared feast. Whether you're celebrating your own dad on Father's Day or another special guy in your life on any other occasion, we have recipes that are guaranteed to put a smile on his face. We've pulled a variety of breakfast, main and dessert options so that you can celebrate Dad all day long. If you don't see his favorite dish here, search for it in our archives of over 10,000 tested and trusted recipes.
Above. This sweet and spiced breakfast is inspired by Post staff writer Tim Carman's dad, who was meticulous about his cinnamon toast craft. Get the recipe.

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post/Food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post )


For a savory breakfast or brunch, tacos are a fun and festive option. You can customize them any way you like: pickled onions or peppers, fried chorizo, sauteed mushrooms, braised greens, crisp strips of bacon, home fries or your favorite salsa. Get the recipe.

(Laura Chase de Formigny for The Washington Post)


If your dad loves to fire up the grill, consider this flavorful steak and potatoes option. It also works great in a grill pan. Get the recipe.

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


For a vegetarian option, you can't go wrong with these sandwiches. Instead of a traditional pate, this version uses a combination of mushrooms, fermented beans and butter whipped together to create a rich spread. Get the recipe.

(Laura Chase de Formigny for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


This simple sheet pan recipe will help you get your celebratory meal on the table without any fuss. Get the recipe.

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


This pasta strikes the ideal balance of simple and luxurious, making it an elegant dinner option. To double up on lemony goodness, try serving it with Tofu Piccata or Chicken or Mushroom Piccata. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Cut into this fluffy vanilla cake, and you'll find pockets of blueberry sauce. It's a sweet surprise that everyone will love. Get the recipe.

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/Food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post.)


Take a trip down memory lane with Dad by whipping up this take on a nostalgic dessert. Get the recipe.
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Cooking chat: Which type of olive oil should I buy? Why are there so many?
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.
By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2024-06-13

Thinly sliced garlic and crushed red pepper flakes in a skillet with olive oil for Spaghetti Aglio e Olio (Spaghetti With Garlic and Olive Oil). (Rey Lopez for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post )


Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, staff writer Aaron Hutcherson and recipes editor Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice with personalized answers that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Here are some questions we answered today:
Looking for more? Read on below:
Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which Julia Turshen shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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Dining chat: How should a restaurant respond to a missing dish?
Washington Post food critic Tom Sietsema entertains your dining questions, rants and raves.
By Tom Sietsema | 2024-06-12

Every Wednesday at 11 a.m. ET, Tom Sietsema answers your questions about dining out. (The Washington Post)


Thanks for joining my every-Wednesday-at-11 a.m. dining discussion. I'm here to answer your restaurant-related questions and solve your dining dilemmas, like how to best switch tables in the middle of a meal or what to do if the server doesn't pour all the contents of a bottle of wine.
I like to keep the format broad and open; recent chats have touched on tales of misbehaving dogs, how best to switch tables and when to let restaurants know about dietary restrictions.
Got an etiquette question? Want to know where to find a favorite dish? Or where to eat in another city? I aim to field those questions, too, occasionally with an assist from some of the smart chatters who frequent this hour-long discussion.
Meet me here Wednesday at 11 a.m. Eastern. You can find all of my reviews and past chats here.
Send us your question below. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
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Chili crisp pork chops and kimchi slaw is a bold 30-minute meal
Chili crisp and kimchi add irresistible layers of flavor to weeknight pork chops and coleslaw.
By Ellie Krieger | 2024-06-12

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


This recipe leans on two ingredients I've come to rely on for bold, savory flavor: chili crisp and kimchi. Once sold mostly in Asian markets, over the past several years they've become much more widely available.
I pull out my jar of chili crisp -- the Chinese condiment of dried chiles and oil mixed with aromatics, such as garlic or shallots, and a crunch of nuts and/or seeds -- to drizzle on eggs or roasted potatoes, toss into stir-fries or whisk into marinades. And I can't resist the deeply umami-rich kimchi -- the Korean staple of seasoned, fermented vegetables. I fold it into omelets, layer it on sandwiches and use it to top grain bowls, to name a few uses.
In this dish, chili crisp and kimchi quickly and easily elevate a simple meal of coleslaw and grilled pork cutlets, layering it with complex flavor. (You can also use chicken cutlets, if that's what you prefer.) The meat marinates in a mixture of soy sauce, chili crisp and honey while you prepare the slaw.
Get the recipe: Chili Crisp Pork Chops With Kimchi Slaw
The slaw is based on one I make by rote all summer long -- shredded cabbage, grated carrot and some kind of thinly sliced onion -- here, scallions -- tossed with a creamy, tangy dressing of yogurt, mayonnaise and vinegar. Only this version gets an addition of chopped kimchi, which infuses the slaw with an extraordinary, savory undertone. (I use a classic cabbage kimchi here, but any type will work.)

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


Besides the compelling flavor the kimchi brings to the slaw, it also provides gut-friendly bacteria, making for a double-dose of probiotics along with the cultures in the yogurt.
Once the slaw is ready, the marinated cutlets are grilled for just a couple of minutes on each side. The meat, which is cut thinly so it cooks quickly and develops an appealing char without burning, is then served on top or alongside the slaw, and garnished with scallion greens. Each bite brims with layered flavor -- the soy-lacquered meat tingling with chili crisp, cooled by the creamy, kimchi-accented slaw.
In just about 30 minutes and thanks two bold ingredients, you have an everyday meal that feels anything but ordinary.
Get the recipe: Chili Crisp Pork Chops With Kimchi Slaw
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Has Broadway finally reconciled with popular music?
In "Stereophonic," "Hell's Kitchen" and other shows this season, theater is harnessing the power of stories about fictional musicians.
By Elisabeth Vincentelli  | 2024-06-13
NEW YORK -- There are quite a few musical lives told on Broadway these days. David Adjmi's critically acclaimed play with music "Stereophonic" dissects the clashes that stir up a band's recording process in 1970s California. "Hell's Kitchen" introduces us to a teenage girl's discovery of her musical talent. "The Heart of Rock and Roll" lightheartedly tells the story of a small-time rock quartet's ex-singer torn between his day job and a potentially lucrative return to the stage -- to the tune of hits by Huey Lewis and the News.
Off-Broadway has joined the fray, too: The musical "The Lonely Few," which premiered in Los Angeles last year and just ended a run at MCC Theater, is about the romance between two rock musicians, one of them the singer of the rising title band and the other a more established star.
Well, you might ask, what's so special about this crop of shows? After all, bio-jukeboxes have long brought the lives of music stars to theater stages. Right now, you can see re-creations of Michael Jackson's moves and trills in "MJ" and the self-explanatory "A Beautiful Noise: The Neil Diamond Musical" on Broadway or on tour. Shows about chart-topping performers are common, including most recently the Temptations, Tina Turner, Cher and Donna Summer. Some stars have even handled the mythologizing themselves, such as Bruce Springsteen and Melissa Etheridge, both of whom performed musicalized memoirs.
But something different has been going on with those other productions because they offer varied narratives about fictional musicians. Granted, "Hell's Kitchen" is inspired by Alicia Keys's life and it uses her songs, but the show takes such liberties with reality that it feels more autofictional than autobiographical, and that's a big part of what makes it work.
That all those shows opened within a few months of one another is obviously due to the vagaries of scheduling, but there's also the sense that the theater has so fully reconciled with pop, rock, R&B and country -- you know, the music that's been filling the Billboard charts since the mid-1950s -- that it's finally comfortable enough to take liberties with them.
And artistically speaking, that's a lot more liberating than what the majority of bio-musicals enjoy, since those have to stick to an approved, usually sanitized version of someone's life, work in the obligatory hits and abide by estates.

"Hell's Kitchen," a fictionalized version of the life of Alicia Keys. (Marc J. Franklin/Polk & Co/AP)


Popular music is a privileged place from which to explore creative struggles -- who doesn't love a backstage story? -- and complicated, often destructive personalities. Fictional characters obviously don't have a built-in audience like, say, Cher or Tina Turner, but they free writers and actors from the shackles of mimicry. "Stereophonic" is unfettered because it's not specifically about the making of Fleetwood Mac's "Rumours" and nobody's specifically imitating Stevie Nicks or Lindsey Buckingham.
Watching theater-makers use their imagination to conjure up the life and art of music-makers is especially satisfying because it has been a bit of a slog getting to this point.
The popular sounds that utterly dominated the second half of the 20th century originated in the United States, so you'd think the lives of the people who created them would have long been a source of inspiration for the American theater. But for decades, Broadway maintained a semi-adversarial relationship with pop, rock and R&B, which it saw as a superficial, commercially minded Other. In a way, the feud between the purist lyricist Charley and the more opportunistic composer Frank in Stephen Sondheim and George Furth's "Merrily We Roll Along" (whose Broadway revival closes July 7) reflects the divide between musical theater and popular music.
When rock and R&B emerged in the mid-1950s, Broadway was long established as an institution with a solid foothold on the charts. It snubbed the newcomer, assuming rock, in particular, would go away like a pesky rash. What little attention was paid was derisive. The wariness went both ways for a long time, with rockers and their fans considering, at least outwardly, musical theater as the province of convention-bound dorks.
The most famous example of a rock character on Broadway around that time was in the hit musical "Bye Bye Birdie" (1960), where an obvious stand-in for Elvis Presley is depicted as an arrogant, hip-swiveling dolt. At one point in the show, a middle-aged couple comically lament the new generation's shortcomings: "Laughing, singing, dancing, grinning morons!" they sing. "Kids! With their awful clothes and their rock and roll!/ Why can't they dance like we did?" (A funny book and a catchy score make "Bye Bye Birdie" a regularly revived hoot -- the Kennedy Center is presenting it through this weekend.)

Ephraim Sykes as Conrad Birdie, with the company of "Bye Bye Birdie" at the Kennedy Center. (Matthew Murphy and Evan Zimmerman/Kennedy Center)


Things improved slowly over the following decades as theater warmed up to stories about musicians. Sam Shepard is probably the leading playwright of note who was involved in both the stage and music branches of the counterculture: Early in his career, he was active in the off-off-Broadway company Theatre Genesis and played in the progressive folk band the Holy Modal Rounders. Rock musicians were key characters in his early 1970s plays "Cowboy Mouth" and "The Tooth of Crime." That we still haven't seen a major work about the New York punk scene just feels incomprehensible.
Blues, jazz and funk musicians fared marginally better thanks to such nuanced works as August Wilson's fictionalized take on the title singer in "Ma Rainey's Black Bottom" (1982), which, like "Stereophonic," is set in a recording studio, and "Side Man" (1998), Warren Leight's memory play about a jazz trumpeter. Still, that's not much output.
As time went on and theater filled with more people who grew up with rock, the dramatization of that world slowly started to pick up. An important step in the progressive detente was John Cameron Mitchell and Stephen Trask's "Hedwig and the Angry Inch" (1998), which was about the flamboyant singer of a fictional East German band and was developed as much in clubs as on theater stages.

Sarah Pidgeon, left, Juliana Canfield and Tom Pecinka in the play  "Stereophonic." (Julieta Cervantes/O&M/DKC/AP)


But it's in the past 15 years or so that things have really heated up, with fictional musicians filling shows as different as "Rock of Ages" (2005) and "Once" (2011). Kids ("School of Rock") and teenagers ("Sing Street") were roped into made-up stage groups. Intimate works attempted to capture smaller scenes, with such mid-2010s works as Laura Eason's play "The Undeniable Sound of Right Now," which was set in a grunge-era Chicago club, and Stew's "The Total Bent," about a gospel singer's son coming out as both gay and a secular music god. Even the worldwide juggernaut known as K-pop made it to Broadway, albeit briefly, with "KPOP," about the making of a fictional group. (The subject of musicians who didn't train in musical theater and now turn to it could be its own article, with the latest being the indie singer-songwriter Ingrid Michaelson, who wrote the score to "The Notebook.")
Of course, theater often struggles to capture a specific type of Dionysian energy -- "Almost Famous," the 2019 stage adaptation of the film, cheesily Broadway-fied sex, drugs and rock and roll. Purists also argue that when it comes to musicals, making a character a musician is a bit of a cop-out, an easy way to squeeze in numbers since the songs tend to be diegetic: Characters rehearse, perform or record, or they hear a tune on the radio -- ta-da, there's your musical moment. The lyrics also don't necessarily move the action or provide psychological insights. Since those elements are seen as integral to musical theater, such works are easy to dismiss as artistically inferior -- something that plagues biographical shows and fictional ones alike.
Personally, I don't find it disqualifying when songs are not perfectly integrated into a musical, and I want more shows about the agony and the ecstasy of creating music. It's thrilling to see shows as diverse as the ones currently on our stages investigate such a huge part of American culture. When a playwright comes up with a great show about a techno DJ, we'll really have made it.
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The chaos unfolding at Young Thug's trial, explained 
Rapper Young Thug remains at the center of one of the most complex, chaotic cases in Georgia's history.
By Ben Brasch, Herb Scribner | 2024-06-13

Jeffery Lamar Williams, left, who raps under the name Young Thug, sits with his attorney, Brian Steel, in March. (Audra Melton for The Washington Post)


An unwieldy RICO trial that could see Young Thug imprisoned for decades on gang charges veered toward chaos this week, when the rapper's attorney was held in contempt of court and ordered to jail after suggesting that the judge and prosecutors pressured a key witness.
Late Wednesday, the Georgia Supreme Court stayed enforcement of the contempt charge, meaning Young Thug's lawyer, Brian Steel, will not go to jail on Friday as previously ordered.
Steel was briefly sentenced to serve 20 weekend days in jail, even as he continued to represent Young Thug during the week, adding a layer of surrealism to what was already the longest criminal trial in Georgia history. More than six months after opening arguments, prosecutors aren't even halfway through a proposed witness list, and it's anyone's guess where the trial goes from here.
Here's what you need to know to catch up on the chaos.
The 32-year-old rapper was born Jeffery Lamar Williams but is widely known as Young Thug. He is a Grammy-winning Atlanta artist who changed the sonics of Southern rap with lyrics that flip between childish and poetic.
He was born one of 11 children in the Atlanta housing projects on Cleveland Avenue, about five miles from the courthouse where he now spends his days, accused of running a violent criminal street gang under the guise of a record label.
Young Thug faces nine charges, including possession of drugs and weapons, participation in criminal street gang activity, and conspiracy to violate the state's Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Organizations (RICO) Act. The RICO charge alone carries a potential sentence of five to 20 years in prison.
Young Thug's case is linked to 27 other alleged gang associates arrested at the same time, May 2022, five of whom are being tried alongside him. All six defendants have pleaded not guilty and maintain their innocence. "The members and associates of YSL moved like a pack, with defendant Jeffery Williams as its head," lead prosecutor Adriane Love said during opening statements in November, referring to the alleged street gang Young Slime Life.
Some of the government's evidence includes Young Thug's lyrics -- lines such as, "Gave the lawyer close to two mil. He handles all the killings," which defense attorneys argue are fictional. But if found guilty of violating RICO, Young Thug could be held responsible for the crimes of anyone else in the alleged gang, which, according to prosecutors, include homicide, assault with a deadly weapon and armed robbery. That's because the government is trying the case under Georgia's racketeering statute, which dramatically ups the stakes for both defendants and prosecutors.
The RICO Act was created about a half-century ago to prosecute mafia activity and other forms of racketeering. It essentially allows prosecutors to dismantle entire organizations, holding people at the top responsible for crimes committed by lower-level associates.
Fulton County District Attorney Fani T. Willis (D) is using the same law to try former president Donald Trump and more than a dozen of his allies, who are accused of criminally conspiring to try to overturn the 2020 presidential election results in Georgia.
Prosecutors in Young Thug's case are using RICO to show how the co-defendants allegedly operated as a gang called Young Slime Life. Prosecutors wrote in an 88-page indictment that the alleged Blood-affiliated gang has the same initials as Young Thug's music label, Young Stoner Life.
But RICO cases are inherently complex and unwieldy, which has certainly been the case in Young Thug's trial.
Young Thug's trial is already the longest in Georgia's history, including a nearly year-long jury selection process and an unexpected break weeks after opening arguments last year, when one of Young Thug's co-defendants was stabbed in jail. Since the trial resumed in January, it has been bogged down by a blizzard of administrative mishaps and hours lost to court delays.

Young Thug, left, and attorney Brian Steel on June 10. (Miguel Martinez/Atlanta Journal-Constitution/AP)


Legal experts have said that there are many reasons the case is so tumultuous. For one, the rapper and his five co-defendants all have their legal teams chiming in during court. Criminal trials are slow and deliberative by design, and they can become glacial as the numbers of defendants and lawyers in the room multiply.
Another reason is the extreme length of the trial, which has provided opportunities for weirdness, including pornographic Zoom-bombing, jurors' faces accidentally being live-streamed and a co-defendant being accused of a hand-to-hand drug swap in the courtroom. At one point, a Fulton County deputy was arrested for allegedly smuggling contraband into jail and having an "inappropriate relationship" with a defendant.
After hundreds of days, everyone involved in the case seems tired, but there's no end in sight, with defense lawyers warning that the trial could stretch well into 2025. Judge Ural Glanville has even threatened to hold court on weekends if the proceedings don't speed up.
Steel was held in contempt after he accused Glanville and prosecutors of improperly meeting with the prosecution's star witness, alleged YSL associate Kenneth "Lil Woody" Copeland. Despite being a sworn witness for the prosecution, Copeland had refused to take the stand Friday and was promptly jailed for it. He ended up testifying Monday, when prosecutors questioned him about his ties to Young Thug and the other defendants.

Attorney Brian Steel was held in contempt of court in Atlanta on June 10 after not releasing information to Judge Ural Glanville.


Steel confronted Glanville that afternoon about a private meeting that he claimed took place before Copeland took the stand. The attorney said a source told him that Glanville and the prosecutors threatened to jail Copeland until the trial's conclusion if he didn't testify.
"If that's true, what this is is coercion, witness intimidation," Steel told Glanville.
Glanville said that Steel had been given incorrect information. The judge declined to release a transcript of the meeting, even though a court reporter was there. He also denied multiple requests from the defense for a mistrial, and demanded to know who had told Steel about the meeting.
After refusing to give up his source, Steel was found in criminal contempt. Late Monday, Glanville sentenced Steel to 20 weekend days in Fulton County Jail beginning Friday. Steel has continued to appear in court and filed an appeal with the Georgia Supreme Court seeking to be released on bond and to overturn the contempt conviction. On Wednesday, the Georgia Supreme Court stayed enforcement of Steel's contempt charge, meaning he will not go to jail while the court considers Steel's motion to overturn the contempt charge. Steel had asked to be sent to Cobb County Jail, where Young Thug is being held, but the judge has not ruled on that request.
On Tuesday, Copeland appeared to fire his attorney, Kayla Bumpus, whom Glanville has implied might be the source of Steel's claims. (Copeland told the judge, simply, "She fired," when explaining his decision to let her go.) Bumpus was told by the judge to appear in court later this month to explain her exit from trial.
Outside of the courtroom damage, others see the recent chaos as a potential reason for a mistrial. Bradford Cohen, an attorney who defended rapper Kodak Black in a 2022 drug case, supported Steel on social media, saying the arrest and the alleged secret meeting could lead to a mistrial.
"This is an instant mistrial," he wrote. "I cannot believe the Judge thinks taking a defense atty into custody isn't a mistrial." He added: "Defense lawyers across the country should be terrified by the lack of judicial knowledge."
But that's all speculation. The Young Thug trial has seemingly gone off the rails several times in its long history, and only time will tell what happens next.
Holly Bailey contributed to this report.
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The 44 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
Celebrate Juneteenth or Pride, watch Euro 2024 soccer with international crowds, jam at a blues festival or have fun at Columbia Heights Day.
By Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Adele Chapin, Chris Kelly | 2024-06-13
Juneteenth festivals, concerts and family events dominate the coming days, but there's so much else to do: Pride celebrations ranging from cheese tasting to Beyonce-inspired soirees; the kickoff of the Euro 2024 soccer tournament; dueling blues festivals in Arlington and Silver Spring; anniversary parties at local breweries and nightspots; a documentary film festival; an exhibit dedicated to street art and sneakers; and a trivia night focused on "Glee."
DC/DOX festival
DC/DOX, a film festival devoted entirely to documentaries, is back for its second year in Washington. Catch a doc at museums, memorials, Landmark's E Street Cinema, the Eaton hotel and more venues across town, with a total of 51 features and 47 shorts. That includes world premieres for five films, including a campaign-trail film analyzing Alaska's ranked choice voting system called "Majority Rules" and another about the private companies vying to explore Earth's orbit called "Wild Wild Space." There's something for all interests within the lineup, with films diving into topics from fashion design to hunting for dinosaur fossils. Through Sunday. Some films are free; most are $15. $195 for an all-access pass.
Flash 11th Anniversary
For 11 years, Flash has been a mainstay of D.C.'s club scene, and host to a broad spectrum of electronic music. That diversity is on full display over the next four days, as the Florida Avenue venue marks its anniversary. It kicks off Thursday with Amsterdam's Marron, whose brand of techno is deep and aggressive. Friday brings veteran Ron Trent, grounded in Chicago house and Detroit techno, on the club level, while three-time DMC world champion DJ Craze spins a drum-and-bass set on the rooftop. Saturday begins with Nu Androids hosting tech-house producer Ayybo for an early (4 to 9 p.m.) set before the Lisbon-based Satya Records takes over two rooms for a showcase. Everything wraps up Sunday afternoon with a free wellness session and a set of chilled-out melodic techno from Berlin's Einmusik. Through Sunday. Times and cover charges vary.
Beneficial Beers at Andy's Pizza
Do you like award-winning pizza, delicious craft beers and helping the next generation of women? Enjoy all three at Andy's Pizza in Shaw at a fundraiser for Girls Inc. DC, a nonprofit that works to inspire and support girls from kindergarten through 12th grade in D.C. The cover charge is good for unlimited pizza from Andy's, our pick as the best New York-style slices in D.C. Andy's beer director Emily Brown has curated a special menu to accompany the pies; beers are purchased individually, with all proceeds going to Girls Inc. 6 to 9 p.m. $20.
Paste and Rind's Pride Beer and Cheese Pairing at Red Bear Brewing
A delicious Pride party finds Kara McGrath, the owner and cheesemonger at Paste and Rind, hosting a tasting of cheeses produced by LGBTQ+ cheesemakers, paired with beverages from Red Bear, D.C.'s first LGBTQ-owned brewery. Tickets include a cheese board, beer flight and guided tasting. 6 to 8 p.m. $50.
Drag happy hour at Dauphine's
Dauphine's is already one of our favorite places for a happy hour cocktail -- $9 daiquiris and spritzes? Done! -- so it should be even better when the scene moves to the patio with performances by D.C. drag celeb Cake Pop to celebrate Pride Month. 4 to 7 p.m. Free.
Black Punk Now at Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library
D.C. is the home of Bad Brains, a trailblazing hardcore band whose members were all Black. More than 40 years after their self-titled debut, faces in bands and audiences remain predominantly White. James Spooner, the co-founder of the Afro Punk Festival, and Chris L. Terry, an author and former punk vocalist, are the editors of "Black Punk Now," an anthology combining essays, autobiography, comics and fiction about the experiences of Black punk fans and musicians. They discuss the 2023 collection at the D.C. central library, followed by a signing session. 7 p.m. Free; registration required.
Classic Film Weekend at AFI Silver Theatre and Cultural Center
Before the Hays Code silenced the side of Hollywood that might've "lowered America's moral standards," films made between the late 1920s and 1934 explored social injustice, sex, ambition and crime. AFI Silver Theatre is bringing several of those pre-code films to the big screen, including those with stars such as Clara Bow, James Cagney, Barbara Stanwyck and Cary Grant. The series is co-curated by film historian and "The Dawn of Technicolor" author David Pierce. Through Sunday. $10-$13.
MLP Washington D.C. at Washington Tennis & Education Foundation
Washington has long been home to a professional tennis tournament, but now upstart racket sport pickleball is popping onto the scene, too. Major League Pickleball is coming to D.C. for the first time, hosting matchups at the Washington Tennis & Education Foundation's campus in Southeast. Watch 34 coed matches over four days of action, pitting 15 teams -- including Washington's cleverly named D.C. Pickleball Team -- against one another. DJs, food and drinks add to the atmosphere, and there's even an amateur tournament for club-level Washingtonian pickleball players to try to claim bragging rights. Through Sunday. Day passes start at $40.
Euro 2024 viewing parties at Wunder Garten
The European soccer championship kicks off in Germany this weekend, with two dozen countries vying to dethrone Euro 2020 winner Italy. (England is the favorite, followed by France and the home country.) Given the number of international soccer fans in D.C., lively viewing parties will take place across the city, at events sponsored by embassies as well as neighborhood watering holes. Kickoffs in the opening round take place at 9 a.m., noon or 3 p.m. D.C. time -- much friendlier hours for bars than the last World Cup.
As with the last Euros, NoMa's Wunder Garten looks to be the spot for official parties. The embassies of Germany and Britain are teaming up for Friday's opening match between Germany and Scotland (3 p.m.), and the Embassy of Spain is in the beer garden for its Saturday match against Croatia (noon). A Monday doubleheader brings the embassies of Belgium and Slovakia (noon), followed by a viewing of France vs. Austria with the French expat group Union des Francais de l'Etranger (2 p.m.). The British Embassy returns June 20 for England's match against Denmark (noon). All events free.
Museum of Graffiti 'Sneaker Stories' pop-up at Union Market
Can shoes be works of art? The answer, according to this traveling exhibition created by Miami's Museum of Graffiti, is a resounding yes. The pop-up highlights artists like Eric Haze, who has collaborated on colorful designer footwear with Nike and Jimmy Choo; Claw Money, who has designed shoes for Vans, Fila, Uggs and other companies; and Rammellzee, who worked with Supreme on a sought-after series of Nike Dunks. After examining the displays of juxtaposed shoes and street art, visitors can hit the free sneaker customization bar to pick up laces, buckle plates and other accessories for their own kicks. Through Sunday. Free; reservations suggested.
Bethesda Art Walk
You might associate art walks with Dupont Circle or Adams Morgan, but they're not alone. Bethesda's Art Walk links the city's galleries, offering shows by resident and guest artists. In June, the highlight is a display of the eight finalists for the Bethesda Painting Awards, an annual juried competition, at Gallery B on Wisconsin Avenue. Free refreshments are provided throughout the five stops. 6 to 8 p.m. Free.
Flowerbomb at Comet Ping Pong
Flowerbomb churns out impeccable pop melodies with lyrics that nod to ennui and nostalgia ("I know that my heart beats faster/ Every day since '98") and will be celebrating an EP release as part of the band's ongoing and au courant "Gloom Scroll" project. Flowerbomb will be joined by Pinky Lemon, a group that specializes in pop that is alternatingly synthy, spacey, gazy and dreamy with irony-heavy lyrics: "I've got big money down on pop criminal stocks," it deadpans on "Pop Criminal." "Everybody goes to jail when you hand me the aux." 10 p.m. $15.
Juneteenth 2024 at Watkins Regional Park
The Prince George's County Department of Parks and Recreation throws its Juneteenth 2024 celebration at Watkins Regional Park in Upper Marlboro. Visitors can immerse themselves in living history demonstrations, help paint murals or join dance lessons. Entertainment includes the Chuck Brown Band and Trouble Funk, while vendors sell food, drinks and crafts. Noon to 5 p.m. Free.
Freedom at the Rock at BlackRock Center for the Arts
Montgomery County's 27-year-old Juneteenth festival returns to the BlackRock Center for the Arts on Saturday for Freedom at the Rock, a day-long concert that includes Secret Society; DuPont Brass; Trouble Funk; and "Black Broadway on U," a tribute to Duke Ellington's 125th birthday with vocalist Deborah Bond. Beyond the music, multiple stages feature dance performances and workshops, documentary screenings and record vendors. Noon to 10 p.m. Free.
Columbia Heights Day at Harriet Tubman Elementary
The Target on 14th Street was still under construction when the first Columbia Heights Day Festival was held in 2007. While the neighborhood has changed, and continues to change, the festival is a chance for the community to come together on an elementary school's field for a day of celebration. Kids are welcomed with a stage full of magic shows, double Dutch, hands-on music (including songs from "Encanto" and "Coco") and games, while on the main stage, adults can catch bands or learn salsa steps. Other attractions include a market with craft and food vendors, a mechanical bull, a foam party, a moon bounce, a dunk tank, and interactive art. Complete a scavenger hunt around the neighborhood to win a T-shirt. 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free.
Columbia Pike Blues Festival
The Columbia Pike Blues Festival is a summer staple in Arlington, and this year, the 27th annual block party celebrates women in blues with an entire lineup of female-fronted bands. Brooklyn native Bette Smith, who mashes up soul, gospel, and rock and roll, headlines the festival, right after a performance from Mississippi blues pianist Eden Brent. DMV-based artists round out the bill, including Mama Moon & the Rump Shakers, the Stacy Brooks Band and the Honey Larks. Beyond music, kids can jump in a moon bounce at the Kid Zone and work on crafts at Art Alley, while vendors set up tents to create an outdoor shopping mall. 1 to 8:30 p.m. Free.
Silver Spring Blues Festival
Silver Spring's annual blues festival provides 12 straight hours of music in the heart of downtown. The day begins with acoustic music from the Archie Edwards Blues Heritage Ensemble and other artists until 3 p.m., when the "electrified" artists begin, with featured performers including the Deanna Bogart Band (4 p.m.), guitarist Memphis Gold (5:30 p.m.), and the bar blues of the legendary Nighthawks (8:30 p.m.). WPFW DJs serve as MCs. 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. Free.
Arlington Pride Ho-Down
Arlington Pride runs through the month of June, with a different featured event each weekend. It's the Clarendon Ballroom's turn to take center stage, where a Beyonce-inspired party features a "Cowboy Carter" tribute by drag queen Elecktra.g; line dancing; DJs; and a costume contest, so boots and hats are a must. VIP tickets include reserved seating for up to five people and a bottle of tequila. 8 p.m. Free; $50 VIP.
Walk on the Wild Side Pride Party at Union Market
Taking over Dock 5 and the plaza behind Union Market, this is actually two events in one. The free party on the plaza features drag and burlesque performances, music by Les the DJ, a voguing class with Tony Play, a makers market, food trucks, and a cash bar. Inside, the $45 ticket includes a 32-foot runway for drag and burlesque performances, DJs Farrah Flosscett and Alex Love, performance art, live drawing, tarot readings, a cash bar, and food vendors. Proceeds benefit the DC LGBTQ+ Community Center. Outdoors 4 to 8 p.m.; indoors 7 p.m. to midnight. Free-$45.
Uptown Pride D.C.
The Uptown Pride Festival brings Pride festivities to the corner of 14th Street and Colorado Avenue NW, with two stages featuring live music by Roadwork, multiple DJs, a vendor market and a reading by queer writers. All ages are welcome, and the event includes a family yoga session, drag story time with Tara Hoot, and a children's area with face painting and games. 2 to 7 p.m. Free.
Philippine Independence Day Festival at Mosaic
Filipino American actress and singer Roxanne Barcelo -- a native of Fairfax -- is host of Mosaic's first Philippine Independence Day Festival, which features performances of traditional Philippine music and dance as well as Philippine hip-hop and contemporary music, and a Philippine game show. But the festival has a broad reach, including local performers, martial arts demonstrations, Mongolian rappers and Chinese dance. Kids can splash in a water area, hop on inflatables or have their faces painted, while adults browse more than 80 vendors selling vintage clothing, crafts, food and drinks. Saturday from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Free.
Denizens Brewing 10th anniversary
When Denizens Brewing Company opened its brewpub in Silver Spring in 2014, one of its original (and one of the most impressive) offerings was a Czech pilsner called Born Bohemian, which became a flagship for the woman-owned brewery. Denizens marks a decade in business at its Riverdale Park production facility and taproom with Lager Fest, which features six lagers -- including the new Good Neighbors, made to celebrate the 10th anniversary of Brookland's Finest restaurant -- and a variety of lagers made by Atlas Brew Works, Franklins, Lost Generation, Manor Hill, Port City and Streetcar 82. Beyond the beers, look for live music by LoLo and the Flint Hill Hustle and hot dogs from Catalyst. 1 to 5 p.m. Free.
Lost Rhino Brewing Company's 13th anniversary
You might not guess it from the brewery's location in an Ashburn industrial park, but Lost Rhino's name was inspired by surfing -- a "rhino chaser," the brewery says, is someone out to find the best and biggest waves. That's why pipelines and surfboards adorn the cans, and Lost Rhino's 13th anniversary party features pork and pineapple, spam fried rice, and frozen rum drinks in addition to live music, vendors and, oh yeah, a sunny lime version of Rhino Chasers pilsner. 11:30 a.m. to 10 p.m. Free.
Metrobar's third anniversary
Three years ago, one of D.C.'s most original bars opened with a decommissioned Metrorail car at the heart of its beer garden. Metrobar's diverse calendar -- karaoke, movie nights, family days, DJ parties, beer cocktail tastings -- has quickly made it a fixture. Celebrate three years in business at a party with DJs Mazlow and Ty-One; Atlas Brew Works specials; and, most poignantly, a takeover with District Made Spirits, the Ivy City distillery that closed in the spring. Try cocktails with District Made's gin, whiskey and vodka, and enter a lottery for a guided tasting with distiller Alex Laufer inside the rail car. (Registration is available by RSVPing on Eventbrite.) Petit Afrik and El Jefe pizza are the food trucks on duty. Noon to 11:45 p.m. Free; reservations requested.
Children's Book and Learning Festival on Woodrow Wilson Plaza
Capital Book Fest, the monthly pop-up used book/record/DVD sale on the Ronald Reagan Building's plaza, takes a fun turn this month. Seventeen authors and illustrators representing the Children's Book Guild of Washington are setting up with their work, which range from picture books to middle-grade novels. Readings will be held throughout the day. Each author is paired with an activity, such as making animals from paper plates, crafting an African-inspired necklace or learning how to paint with oil pastels. And because it's Capital Book Fest, there will be thousands of books to buy and take home for $7 or less. 10 a.m. Free.
Josiah Henson's Birthday Celebration
Author and abolitionist Josiah Henson was born into slavery in Charles County, but he spent years enslaved in Montgomery County before eventually escaping to Canada. His autobiography helped inspire "Uncle Tom's Cabin." Montgomery County celebrates Henson's birthday with a party at the Josiah Henson Museum and Park in Bethesda, featuring archaeological and house tours, living history demonstrations, a concert of period music by the Jubilee Voices, a film screening, lawn games and crafts. Note that parking is off-site, with shuttle service provided. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.
Nerd Nite at DC9
The D.C.-based event series that delivers zany lectures returns to DC9 this weekend with three offerings: a tour of the "magical kingdom of fungi" that answers the question of whether the premise of "The Last of Us" is plausible; a discussion on why worms are the closest Earthbound species we have to aliens; and a two-hander that pins a hypochondriac comic against an actual pathologist. 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. $10-$15.
A Taste of the DMV: Food, Music and Culture Festival
Celebrate the diversity of talents in the D.C. area with the third annual Taste of the DMV festival, which will shut down Pennsylvania Avenue NW (between Third and Seventh Streets NW) for seven hours Saturday. More than 40 local bands, including the neo grunge band Oh Violet and the folksy duo Tiny Hands, will take to one of five stages scattered throughout the festival. There are also over 200 vendors, including food trucks and booths and artist shops. Local brews and unique local drinks will be offered at the beer garden, where you'll also find music and vendors that are less family-friendly. Noon to 7 p.m. $10; free for children 10 and under.
Juneteenth Brewbilee at Arts Herndon
Henry Simms, a blacksmith who escaped slavery to become Herndon's first Black business owner, is celebrated at Herndon's Juneteenth party. At noon, historian Barbara Glakas shares Simms's story before the main event: a beer tasting featuring Black-owned beers from Soul Mega, Urban Garden, Liquid Intrusion, Black Beauty, Black Viking, Joyhound and Virginia's Bitter Fruit. Tickets include either 10 tastes ($20) or unlimited beers, a T-shirt and beers to take home ($40). Taps flow until 7 p.m., when the NuPop Jazz Cabaret with Al Robertson and Carolina concert begins. 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. Beer tasting from 1 to 5 p.m. Free-$40.
U.S. Open Rooftop Happy Hour
If you're not heading down to Pinehurst for the U.S. Open this weekend, you might as well watch some golf at an afternoon happy hour. The Imperial's rooftop U.S. Open party includes $5 Narragansetts, $11 cocktails (including, obviously, a John Daly) and $24 buckets of High Noon seltzer to pair with $12 sandwiches, like pickle-brined fried chicken or a house twist on the Filet-O-Fish with Old Bay fries. 2 to 6 p.m. Free admission.
Nordic Jazz Festival at Blues Alley
For its 18th year, the Nordic Jazz Festival, hosted at jazz club Blues Alley by the embassies of Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden, is bringing Swedish folk melodies mixed with modern New York jazz in the form of the Oskar Stenmark Sextet & 45 Riots. The festival also opens with the Sara Magnusdottir Hammond Organ Trio, led by an Icelandic pianist and composer, and closes with Tuomo & Markus featuring Verneri Pohjola, who deliver a blend of Nordic jazz and American indie folk music. Through June 25. $25 per show.
Juneteenth at the National Archives
The National Archives holds the two documents central to Juneteenth: The Emancipation Proclamation, in which President Abraham Lincoln proclaimed all enslaved people in Confederate states "are, and henceforward shall be free" as of Jan. 1, 1863, and General Order No. 3, which Maj. Gen. Gordon Granger issued in Galveston, Tex., on June 19, 1865, informing all enslaved people that they were now free. The two historic papers are on display side by side in the Archives' East Rotunda Gallery for three days only. Through Thursday from 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Free.
'10,000 Dreams: A Celebration of Asian Choreography' at the Kennedy Center
The Kennedy Center hosts a week-long festival devoted to talented Asian creatives working in ballet, with participation from the Washington Ballet, Dana Tai Soon Burgess Dance Company, Pacific Northwest Ballet, Singapore Ballet, Goh Ballet, Ballet West, Houston Ballet and dancers from the National Ballet of China. Two mixed repertory programs run throughout the week, and a special Friday program spotlights the work and legacy of the late Choo San Goh, whose extensive resume included serving as the Washington Ballet's resident choreographer for nearly a decade. Through Saturday at 7:30 p.m., with additional matinee shows on Saturday and Sunday at 1:30 p.m. $29-$119.
'Race' at Adams Morgan Movie Nights
In honor of Juneteenth, the Adams Morgan Movie Nights selection is "Race," starring Stephan James as Jesse Owens in a biopic The Post says "focuses on the most dramatic stretch of Owens's life, culminating with his 1936 victories in four events" at the Berlin Olympics. Head to select neighborhood restaurants, such as Roofers Union or No Goodbyes, for discounted food and drinks before staking out a spot on the soccer field at Marie Reed Elementary School. 9 p.m. Free.
Juneteenth Freedom Celebration at the Anacostia Community Museum
The Smithsonian's Anacostia outpost features live performances all day, including Noochie and Too Much Talent Band; outdoor food trucks and games; and a chance to tour the exhibition "A Bold and Beautiful Vision: A Century of Black Arts Education in Washington, D.C., 1900-2000." 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free.
Scotland Juneteenth Heritage Festival
The Scotland community, founded by formerly enslaved people in Potomac in the 1870s and 1880s, hosts its second Juneteenth Heritage Festival with events in Cabin John Park and Cabin John Village, including a parade, a classic car show, a talent show, a Children's Caribbean Carnival, history lectures, a 5K race, a baseball game and a food court, capped by a fireworks show. 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. Free.
'We Move In Color: See and Feel the Journey' at the Kennedy Center
"We Move In Color: See and Feel the Journey" uses African drumming, traditional and modern dance styles, original music, poetry, and multimedia art to portray the African American experience from pre-colonial Africa through slavery, the great migration and modern life. It's presented on the Millennium Stage. 6 p.m. Free.
Juneteenth for the City at Bread for the City
D.C. nonprofit Bread for the City hosts the Juneteenth for the City block party at its Michelle Obama Southeast Center in Anacostia, with live music, marching bands, double Dutch and other games, food trucks, and a marketplace of Black-owned businesses. 1 to 6 p.m. Free.
A Juneteenth Holiday Celebration in Alexandria
Alexandria's Juneteenth events, which run from Friday through June 22, peak on Wednesday with a celebration in the historic Market Square including a performance by the Washington Revels Jubilee Voices, an ensemble that uses historic songs and spoken word to share the Black experience, and storytelling with Oumie and Van Di Galloway. City museums, including the Freedom House Museum, are open from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 1:30 p.m. Free; museums charge admission for nonresidents.
Juneteenth in the District at Bryant Street
Health is the focus at this day-long event sponsored by the D.C. Department of Parks and Recreation's FitDC. Programs include a yoga and meditation session with a sound bath, a high-energy boot camp workout, and a cardio session set to Afrobeats. After you sweat, there's a drum line, live go-go, DJs, a vendor market and happy hour cocktails. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.
Juneteenth at National Harbor
On Juneteenth, National Harbor features a "Freedom Day" marketplace with Black makers and vendors; a community drummer's circle; and a cultural showcase with Prince George's County poet laureate Saniya Pearson, the Eleanor Roosevelt High School step team and the band Secret Society. 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Free.
'Buck and the Preacher' at AFI Silver
Sidney Poitier directed and starred in this 1972 western, which the American Film Institute says "blends together a trenchant sense of history, a civil rights movement consciousness and some Blaxploitation entertainment value." Harry Belafonte and Ruby Dee co-star. AFI Silver is showing the film free on Juneteenth, though anyone reserving tickets must be in their seats 15 minutes before showtime or risk losing them. Noon. Free.
Juneteenth Celebration at Olney Theatre
Rey Smith of the Sandy Spring Slave Museum and dancers from Silver Spring's Urban Artistry, a collective focused on performing and teaching urban styles, are featured at Omi's Pavilion, Olney Theatre's outdoor stage. Arrive early to browse vendors or purchase soul food from a food truck. 5 p.m. Free; reservations required.
'Glee' trivia at Dew Drop Inn
Sure, you've seen Harry Potter and Star Wars trivia nights pop up around the city for years -- but this event, hosted by the queer events group Alphabet Soup, is sure to boast a far superior music round. Gleeks will be quizzed on all the relationships, songs and theater-kid drama that made the Fox show a smash hit and long-beloved meme. 7 to 9 p.m. Free.
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'Brats' sees the Brat Pack from the other side of the looking glass
Andrew McCarthy's documentary is a star's troubled reminiscence.
By Ty Burr | 2024-06-13

Demi Moore and Andrew McCarthy in "Brats." (ABC News Studios)


You know that one guy at the high school reunion who just won't go home? Who's still sitting there at the table under the tent at 1 a.m. hashing out old dramas and resentments? That's Andrew McCarthy in "Brats," a documentary he wrote and directed in which the actor rounds up his co-stars from 1980s teen movies to ask them if they were as upset as he was -- is -- about the Brat Pack label. And if not, well, why not?
The movie, airing on Hulu, is a strange but worthy watch: cringey here, unexpectedly revelatory there, sincere and blinkered and articulate and dumb. McCarthy, now 61, is a slightly more wizened and concentrated version of his teenage self, his pale blue eyes still searching for reassurance. The cameras follow him with at times uncomfortable frankness as he dials up Emilio Estevez and Ally Sheedy, Molly Ringwald and Judd Nelson, Rob Lowe and Jon Cryer, and asks them if he can come over and chat. I know many of us think these people all hang out at the same country club, but the truth is that McCarthy hasn't seen most of them in 30 years. So, yes, he's that guy, too, calling long-ago friends out of the blue to talk over the bad old days.
It goes about as well as can be imagined. We hear that Ringwald would "rather look forward" and won't be participating, and Nelson proves impossible to geolocate, but Estevez, Lowe, Cryer, Sheedy and Demi Moore welcome McCarthy into their homes and engage with him on the subject of being famous and too young to process it. (Who does and doesn't qualify as a member gets a thorough chewing over at one point, and you're forgiven if you think, say, Anthony Michael Hall has been done wrong.) What's really chafing the filmmaker's biscuits is the June 10, 1985, issue of New York magazine that introduced "the Brat Pack" -- the actors, the phrase, the cultural meme -- to a world that wholeheartedly adopted it and, in McCarthy's view (and he's not alone), diminished the individual talents and career options of every actor involved. "I suddenly felt that I wasn't being seen," he says of auditions in the immediate post-"Pretty in Pink" era.
His former co-stars have adjusted better, and the conversations range from the therapeutic to sharp cultural analysis about why the Brat Pack happened and mattered. Estevez acknowledges that the phrase -- journalist David Blum's riff on the "Rat Pack" of Frank Sinatra's Vegas era -- "made us seem like lightweights" but also advises McCarthy that a label has only as much power as one is willing to give it. Sheedy recalls how her "Breakfast Club" character allowed her to come to terms with her own lonely adolescence but admits to feeling a "weird vibe" in auditions after the New York magazine article ran. Lea Thompson (who correctly identifies as "Brat Pack-adjacent") points out that the new medium of VHS let teenagers watch movies like "Some Kind of Wonderful" and "Ferris Bueller's Day Off" over and over, giving them and their stars immense cultural power. Lowe is his unflappable self -- "I get why it happened; there were just too many of us," he says -- and in the process reveals the truth of personality behind a given pop persona. And Moore, bless her, is that one friend who keeps talking sensibly and empathetically with McCarthy until she's talked him off the ledge. For a while.

Rob Lowe talks with "Brats" director Andrew McCarthy. (ABC News Studios)


The director also buttonholes "Pretty in Pink" director (and Thompson's husband) Howard Deutch, "St. Elmo's Fire" producer Lauren Shuler Donner, novelist Bret Easton Ellis, a film critic, a screenwriter, a casting agent, the author of a book on the Brat Pack and others, and he layers in a wealth of 1980s interview footage of the actors gamely trying to talk their way out of the corner into which the era painted them. It makes for intriguing if scattershot viewing, and when author and cultural critic Malcolm Gladwell tells McCarthy that he was always on Team Ducky -- it's a reference to "Pretty in Pink"; if you know, you know -- you kind of feel the actor has it coming. And Gladwell's point holds: The Brat Pack movies are still a rite of passage because they let young viewers identify with aspects of the characters in a way that helps them make sense of who they're becoming.
Still, "Brats" may not land the way its maker thinks, if only because people tend to not have a lot of sympathy for the complaints of perceived celebrities. They probably should. As someone who has interviewed a great many actors and directors over the years, I've been witness to the infinite variety, individuality, insecurity and common human decency of the so-called movie star. The yutzes -- the actual brats -- are exceptions to the rule.
Actors are people who are very good at inventing other selves, and sometimes they're less skilled at feeling comfortable in their own skins. In its earnest, haphazard way, "Brats" testifies to this. The Brat Pack remains a surprisingly rich cultural concept -- Would "Friends" exist without it? Why is Tom Cruise not considered a member? Discuss. -- but it eroded at least one actor's sense of self in a way that's still eating at him four decades on.
Unrated. Available on Hulu. Contains language and substance use. 93 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.
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'Tuesday' is a dark flight of fancy
Death is the thing with feathers in a strange Julia Louis-Dreyfus drama titled "Tuesday."
By Ty Burr | 2024-06-13

Lola Petticrew plays the terminally ill title character in "Tuesday." (Kevin Baker/A24)


Stop me if you've heard this one before: The personification of death is not the grim reaper, nor a pale horseman, nor an Irish banshee, but a parrot. The parrot -- all right, a macaw, if we're being specific -- can hear the voices of the dying and flies in to ease their pain, raising its wing over their faces the way a priest lowers the eyelids of the dead. It can also grow to the size of a dinosaur or shrink to the size of a tick. The victims see this as perfectly normal, if a little alarming.
This is the dramatic setup for a movie called "Tuesday," and it's to the credit of writer-director Daina O. Pusic, a Croatian filmmaker making her feature debut, that she establishes the reality of this fantastical concept in the space of three eerie, elegant opening minutes. But then the rest of the movie happens, and it's a bumpy ride indeed.
The other thing you should know is that Tuesday is not a day in "Tuesday" but a girl: a terminally ill 15-year-old Londoner (Lola Petticrew) who hasn't left her bedroom in weeks, if not months, and who is visited by the Macaw of Death early in the movie. What's unusual is that Tuesday doesn't immediately recoil in fear but talks calmly to Death. Death, relieved to be able to have a conversation for once, talks back. The Nigerian-born, London-raised actor Arinze Kene provides the bird's voice, a guttural croak that seems to carry the wisdom and weariness of the ages.
There's a third point to the dramatic triangle in "Tuesday," and it's the dying girl's mother, Zora, who is played by Julia Louis-Dreyfus in a change-of-pace performance that some will call brave and others will call foolhardy. They're both right. Zora has put up a tough and cheerful front for her daughter, but behind the bravura, she's a wreck who has quit her job and sold half her household to pay for Tuesday's care. (Why hasn't the girl noticed the movers coming to cart the furniture away? What exactly is Tuesday dying of? Where's her father? Why is Zora American and her daughter British? If you find yourself asking these questions, you're obviously an insensitive lout.)

Julia Louis-Dreyfus delivers a change-of-pace performance in "Tuesday." (Kevin Baker/A24)


"Tuesday" is a parable about grieving, and accepting the inevitability of death, that keeps getting sidetracked by the startling literalness of its conceit. The visual effects teams headed by Mike Stillwell and Andrew Simmonds renders Death as a bewitching feathered creation, mysterious and powerful yet oddly sympathetic -- half animal consciousness, half angel. The creature gets so caught up in its relationship with Tuesday that it forgets to do its job, and in classic Death Takes a Holiday tradition, an apocalypse slowly envelops London and the world as the dying simply aren't able to die. Pusic plays these vignettes for horror-movie gore, even as the tenderness of the Tuesday/macaw connection gets drowned out by the mother's increasingly frenzied attempts to keep Death from her daughter's bedside.
Well, what would you do if it were your child? Is it possible to kill Death? Is it worth a try? Louis-Dreyfus's performance is a curio, rigid with intensity, trembling with fury and sadness, and finally burning with a zeal that results in some of the movie's more indelible scenes. I can say no more other than to note that the mother herself goes through a few changes that evoke Lewis Carroll at his most extreme. (By contrast, Petticrew anchors the movie with pale, assured intelligence as the daughter.)
Aside from a few appearances by a bewildered young hospice nurse (Leah Harvey), "Tuesday" is effectively a three-hander of mother/daughter/bird that grows increasingly serious and strange as it goes. Unlike in similar metaphysical fantasy-dramas of recent years -- I'm thinking of George Miller's "Three Thousand Years of Longing" (2022), with Tilda Swinton and a genie in the shape of Idris Elba locked in a hotel room, or the lovely, limbo-set "Nine Days" (2020) -- the strangeness and tonal shifts clutter the foreground in "Tuesday" to the point that they block out the difficult and delicate emotions that Pusic is intent on addressing.
Because the death of one's child is pretty much the worst thing most people can imagine, the director and her star are to be commended for taking a creative core sample of the pitch-black emotions surrounding this fact. At its intermittent best, "Tuesday" pulls a rough and breathtaking beauty from the cataclysm. At its worst, it's for the birds.
R. At area theaters. Contains strong language. 111 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.
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After waiting in the wings, this 'Bridgerton' duo is the talk of the ton
The long-simmering, friends-to-lovers romance between Nicola Coughlan's Penelope and Luke Newton's Colin has set social media aflame.
By Thomas Floyd | 2024-06-13
Long before Nicola Coughlan won the role of Penelope Featherington, the "Bridgerton" debutante with a tea-spilling empire on the side, the Irish actor had already mastered the art of moonlighting.
There were plenty of retail gigs, first and foremost, as Coughlan struggled to make ends meet in her late 20s. She also found employment as a waitress, a receptionist and a frozen yogurt scooper. At one point, when the auditions dried up and her bank account followed suit, she moved back to her hometown of Galway and became an optical assistant.
"You kind of think: 'Oh, God, is this ever going to happen? Am I just deluding myself?'" says Coughlan, 37, during a recent Zoom call from the New York stop of "Bridgerton's" promotional blitz. "I did have faith in myself, but I wasn't getting in the rooms. So that was really hard. I was like, 'I'm not failing, because I'm not even getting the chance to fail.'"

The actors both bided their time in the industry before landing their roles on "Bridgerton." (David Urbanke for The Washington Post)


Luke Newton, the English actor who portrays the purpose-seeking globe-trotter Colin Bridgerton, did get the chance to fail -- and did so, he confirms, prolifically. When he booked "Bridgerton," it was one of a half-dozen auditions he squeezed in that week between shifts at a bar and nights spent crashing at a friend's London flat.
"It wasn't even a spare room," notes Newton, 31. "It was his living-room pullout sofa bed."
Considering "Bridgerton's" staggering popularity, the pair's side-hustle days are surely behind them. Behold the numbers: Netflix said viewers watched 2.3 billion minutes of the Regency-era romance in the week after Season 3's first four episodes dropped May 16, easily outpacing any other show. And the series remained toward the top of the streamer's charts ahead of the season's second half, released Thursday.
Fueling the frenzy are Coughlan's Penelope and Newton's Colin, whose long-simmering, friends-to-lovers romance has brought the heat to Season 3 -- and set social media aflame. For two actors whose love of the industry long went unrequited, the journey from out-of-work artists to the diamonds of the season has been an unlikely one indeed.
"They have poured themselves into these roles," says "Bridgerton" showrunner Jess Brownell. "It's been wonderful seeing them get the flowers that they deserve."

"As an actor, particularly when you're starting out, you feel very privileged just to be working," Newton says. (David Urbanke for The Washington Post)


Those not among "Bridgerton's" mammoth viewership may be unfamiliar with the show's season-by-season game of romantic roulette. Adapted from Julia Quinn's novels, which each focus on one Bridgerton sibling's love life, the Netflix series follows suit by elevating different actors to the top of the narrative hierarchy each season.
Set in early-19th-century London's high society (a.k.a. "the ton"), the first season catapulted Phoebe Dynevor and Rege-Jean Page to stardom. The second put Jonathan Bailey and Simone Ashley in the spotlight. All the while, Coughlan and Newton waited in the wings.
Coughlan became a fan favorite as Penelope, a put-upon wallflower and the rumormonger secretly responsible for the salacious Lady Whistledown pamphlets. Newton, meanwhile, won hearts as Colin navigated subplots involving a doomed engagement, lots of bohemian sightseeing and an obliviousness to a certain girl next door's crush.
"As an actor, particularly when you're starting out, you feel very privileged just to be working," Newton says. "So I was just like: 'Okay, I'm along for the ride. I'll see how long this lasts. I don't know if I'll get to my season.'"

Newton as Colin Bridgerton and Coughlan as Penelope Featherington in Season 3 of "Bridgerton." (Netflix)



Newton's and Coughlan's characters take their friends-to-lovers arc to its conclusion in Season 3. (Liam Daniel/Netflix)



"I just think their chemistry is incredible," co-star Hannah Dodd says of Coughlan and Newton. (Liam Daniel/Netflix)


Although Penelope and Colin -- or "Polin," as the internet has branded them -- don't fall for each other until the fourth novel in Quinn's series, the "Bridgerton" brass informed the actors during production of Season 2 that they would headline the third installment.
Coughlan's time in the on-deck circle was nerve-racking. She readily acknowledges preferring to be "the strange girl in the corner" -- a part she played to perfection as a bookish worrywart in the Troubles-set sitcom "Derry Girls" from 2018 to 2022. But becoming the ingenue in a lush period drama wasn't exactly on Coughlan's bucket list before her trip to Shondaland.
"The ingenue, certainly in my mind, has always felt like a cipher, and it felt like a very male-gazey-type thing and not a fully rounded woman," Coughlan says. "So I was just like: 'Well, that's uninteresting to me. What's Bette Midler doing? What's Liza Minnelli doing?' That was far more the kind of thing I thought I wanted to do."
Newton's leading-man moment was also anything but preordained. Although he booked some TV shows as a teen and made his West End debut as an understudy for Elder Price in "The Book of Mormon," meaty roles proved hard to come by as the West Sussex native ground through the audition circuit. His dyslexia and ADHD diagnoses also posed challenges in a business that involves no small amount of script-reading. But although negotiating "Bridgerton's" loquacious wording has been tricky, Newton points out that people with dyslexia tend to exhibit higher levels of empathy -- a handy attribute when it comes to inhabiting the ever-sensitive Colin.
"As much as it felt like it was going to be a struggle," Newton says, "it actually helped me, and it feels really appropriate to Colin."
Newton radiates sincerity as he opens up over Zoom from a New York hotel, gushing about the chance to travel the globe on "Bridgerton's" press tour and sneak in some musical theater along the way. (He attended Boy George's final show in "Moulin Rouge!" and the closing performance of "Sweeney Todd" during that New York swing.) And though Coughlan is a tad harried, speaking while being driven from one Manhattan media obligation to another, her rapid-fire thoughts remain laced with witty humility.
When the actors get together, as they have for many a promotional video or photo shoot in recent months, they have a palpable rapport. In filming Season 3, which begins with Colin casting himself as Penelope's wing man before unleashing his own dormant infatuation, their real-life friendship helped establish a welcoming tone on set.
"I just think their chemistry is incredible," says Hannah Dodd, who joined the "Bridgerton" cast this season as Colin's sister Francesca. "What makes the two of them so great together is that they really care about the work, they really care about the acting, but in between takes, they can be having a chat and be in hysterics. It keeps the atmosphere really lovely."

Coughlan booked her "Bridgerton" role after breaking out in the Troubles-set sitcom "Derry Girls." (David Urbanke for The Washington Post)


Asked to highlight the duo's finest moments from the season's first half, Brownell mentions the subtle strength Coughlan exudes during a ballroom conversation between Penelope and Francesca in the first episode. For Newton, she pinpoints an Episode 4 moment in which Colin lambastes his gentleman friends -- the "douche lords," as Brownell astutely calls them -- for discussing their sexual conquests so cavalierly.
Then, of course, there's the carriage scene. As the first half of the season concludes, Colin and Penelope engage in a hot, heavy and handsy ride home that delivers a years-in-the-making moment and drives the characters toward their sudden engagement.
"The first time I watched the scene -- and I had a hand, obviously, in writing it -- I felt shy," Brownell recalls. "I felt like [I was] intruding on a private moment. I think that is really to Luke and Nicola's credit that it feels like such a genuine moment."
Reflecting on shooting Season 3, Coughlan and Newton emphasize the sheer scale of the material as their hours on set multiplied from that of previous seasons (not to mention the uptick in costume fittings and dance rehearsals). Discussing the second half, that carriage scene was just a glimpse of the steamy intimacy the actors share on-screen.
"Now, we get to see them sort of step into adulthood," Newton says, "and everything that comes along the way with that."

"Now, we get to see [Colin and Penelope] sort of step into adulthood," Newton says, "and everything that comes along the way with that." (David Urbanke for The Washington Post)



"We didn't leave anything unsaid, I guess, in the story of Colin and Pen," Coughlan says. (David Urbanke for The Washington Post)


As Brownell points out, the womanizing, pretentiously rakish Colin that Newton portrayed earlier this season is a charade that gives way in the final four episodes. "For the people who are saying, 'This isn't Colin in the front half,' you're right," the showrunner explains. "That is a big part of what his arc is this season."
Coughlan's story as Penelope, on the other hand, hinges on the possibility that she'll be unmasked as Whistledown -- a figure Colin happens to despise. "What's thrilling about that plotline," Brownell says, "is it has a modern dimension to it in terms of a woman wrestling with whether she can have it all."
Even though this season concludes the Polin arc, it won't end Newton's and Coughlan's "Bridgerton" experience. Following this season's twists and turns, Newton says the actors have talked to Brownell about exploring more of a "rom-com" angle when they return in supporting roles for Season 4.
"In your season, it's full of drama," Newton says. "So to have a moment of light relief and be like, 'Everything is well,' would be just really nice."
"We didn't leave anything unsaid, I guess, in the story of Colin and Pen," Coughlan adds. "But I'm excited to come back and hopefully have lots of fun."
Yet the actors also understand "Bridgerton's" knack for propelling its stars into other high-profile projects. Now that they're the talk of the ton, Coughlan and Newton can only look back on those lean days clearing tables or pouring drinks and marvel at their move toward Hollywood's upper class.
"We bonded over all that a lot," Coughlan says. "I think it gives you a really strong work ethic -- and also an appreciation for how lucky we are to be on a show like this."

Having completed their season in the spotlight, Newton and Coughlan plan to return for the next "Bridgerton" installment. (David Urbanke for The Washington Post)
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A whimsical love triangle between a man, his wife and his hat
Theater J's production of "The Hatmaker's Wife" has a heavy dose of magical realism.
By Sophia Solano | 2024-06-12

Tyler Herman as Golem and Maboud Ebrahimzadeh as Hetchman in Theater J's production of "The Hatmaker's Wife." (Ryan Maxwell)


The inconsiderate curmudgeon at the center of "The Hatmaker's Wife" doesn't learn until the play's final moments why a golem has appeared at his suburban residence, but his guesses include shoemaking, money-finding and Cheeto-munching. When those theories are disproved at the climax, the whimsical world that has hummed pleasantly along at Theater J feels suddenly gut-punched by a dose of reality.
Lauren Yee -- the playwright also responsible for "King of the Yees" at Signature Theatre and "Cambodian Rock Band" at Arena Stage this season -- crafted her Jewish folklore-inspired tale to begin not with the hatmaker or the benign, mud-modeled monster who visits him, but with the more mundane life of a young couple fleeing the bustle of the big city. When we meet the dorky, lovable Gabe (Tyler Herman, who also plays Golem), and the prophetically named Voice (Ashley Nguyen), the cracks in their relationship are already apparent: He's ready for commitment, and she's a high-strung safety manual copy editor with ambivalent feelings for the beau she's chosen for his lower-than-average "douchebag quotient."
Luckily, she's come to the right place to explore that trepidation. Voice's new house "called to her," she says, which soon takes on another meaning when the Wall (a hilarious Alex Tatarsky) begins speaking in its Jewish-mother-tone ("Wall knows all!") about the home's past residents, conjuring a hatmaker and his long-neglected wife. Part vaudeville and part ghost story, the play comes alive in step with the house.
The hatmaker is Hetchman (played in riotous, larger-than-life caricature by Maboud Ebrahimzadeh), a formerly successful craftsman whose days consist of eating canned nuts and binge-watching a television program about the end of the world. He's shrunk into a sedentary, selfish life -- so much so that he's forgotten the name of his wife (a perfectly rumpled Sue Jin Song) of six decades.

Sue Jin Song as the titular character in "The Hatmaker's Wife." (Ryan Maxwell)


When she runs away with his beloved hat, a ghastly red fedora (she may have been doing him a favor), his concern is more focused on its whereabouts than hers. Along with the mysterious golem, we also meet Hetchman's friend and neighbor Meckel (a jolly Michael Russotto), who has the burdensome task of humanizing the hatmaker through gags such as clogging his nose with a clothespin (since Hetchman smells foul in his wife's absence) and hugging Hetchman to stop him floating away from a lack of grounding affection.
Those are a few examples of the playful elements that define Yee's 2014 story, whichmight cross a line from whimsical to childish, depending on your point of view. Its magical realism, however, is the lens through which director Dan Rothenberg (also co-artistic director of Philadelphia's Pig Iron Theatre Company) explores the story's more serious themes of depression, obsession and the myriad ways we love (including getting sick of each other at precisely the same time).
Also prominent is the idea of home, especially as it relates to the Jewish diaspora and immigrant stories of the middle of the 20th century. What does it mean to grow up unmoored, with a lost connection to the people and culture that's supposed to help define your identity? This question makes for a bittersweet ending to "The Hatmaker's Wife," which otherwise has joyfully low stakes: a new home, a lost hat and plenty of laughs.
The Hatmaker's Wife, through June 25 at Theater J in Washington. Approximately 100 minutes with no intermission. edcjcc.org.
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'Inside Out 2': Once more, with more feelings
It's puberty blues as Anxiety (that's Maya Hawke) threatens to eclipse Joy (Amy Poehler) in Pixar's "Inside Out 2."
By Amy Nicholson | 2024-06-12

Joy (voice of Amy Poehler) suddenly has to deal with Anxiety (Maya Hawke) as "Inside Out 2" explores the emotional drama of growing up. (Pixar/Disney)


Anxiety is the dominant emotion in Pixar's "Inside Out 2," and one can empathize with director Kelsey Mann for having it on the brain. Being in charge of following up the beloved 2015 Oscar winner would give anyone a panic attack.
The kids who grew up with the original cartoon about a young girl named Riley (then voiced by Kaitlyn Dias), whose ponytailed body is an exoskeleton for psychological spelunking, are now getting their mental health advice from influencers on TikTok. Anxiety is the dominant emotion there, too -- a catchall for the pressures of modern life -- although the idea of personifying anxiety goes back to the ancient Greeks, who deemed her the deadly daughter of night.
In this clever if inessential sequel, Anxiety (Maya Hawke) is a frazzled thing with a mouth wide enough to chug five energy drinks in one gulp. The pretext for her arrival is that Riley (now voiced by Kensington Tallman) has started puberty, triggering panic among her core emotions Joy (Amy Poehler), Anger (Lewis Black), Fear (Tony Hale), Disgust (Liza Lapira) and Sadness (Phyllis Smith), the simplistic feelings that adults tend to suppress until they're dredged up in therapy.

Characters representing emotions like anxiety and embarrassment join the crew in this sequel about the internal thoughts and feelings that guide us all.


Disappointingly, the film's PG rating keeps the two sensations we'd be most curious to see get a dusting of Disney magic -- PMS and Libido -- from crashing Riley's hormonal rager. (We do get a glimpse of the girl's Mount Crushmore, which stars a video game character with a pixelated six-pack -- i.e., a hunk without dangerous hormones of his own.) Instead, screenwriters Meg LeFauve (who co-wrote the original movie with Josh Cooley and Pete Docter) and Dave Holstein clutter the screen with redundant feelings -- Envy (Ayo Edebiri), Embarrassment (Paul Walter Hauser) -- who don't add much to the saga of Riley's three disastrous days at an all-girls hockey camp. As the painfully self-conscious 13-year-old claws out of her newly pimpled skin in her desperation to impress her coach (Yvette Nicole Brown) and older, cooler teammates, Anxiety exiles Joy and the gang and declares that she alone can save things with her advanced simulators that project increasingly disastrous future scenarios, one of which results in Riley dying alone, like, forever. Only Ennui (Adele Exarchopoulos), lounging about with a snooty French accent, cuts through the noise by acting uninterested in the whole thing.
Design-wise, the "Inside Out" characters are Pixar's crudest work, with the blocky colors and stiff hair of a creature in a TV commercial for insecticide. Blown up to the big screen, they just look worse. Narratively, however, the film's portrait of Joy is beautifully complex. A zealot for bliss, she's the embodiment of self-help books that scold readers to get over their miseries and just lean in until they plop onto the CEO's chair, and of the nine out of 10 family films that patronize children with wax maxims to simply believe in themselves. So it felt like kiddie Joan Didion when the first "Inside Out" got Joy to concede that life is allowed to feel both happy and sad. (My own therapist and I are still working on that.) The sequel can't offer any wisdom that profound, but it bolsters its warts-and-all humanism with Joy's challenge to accept that Riley can be both good and bad, a compassionate pal who's also a puck-hogging, status-seeking snob.
The film is on its own quest for an identity. If it can't be innovative, it'll settle for being relatable. Riley's attempt to vault from one friend group to another is agonizingly well-sketched, particularly for audiences who remember the Romanov-level palace intrigue about where to sit at lunch.

Among the new emotions that show up in "Inside Out 2" are Embarrassment (Paul Walter Hauser), Anxiety (Maya Hawke), Envy (Ayo Edebiri) and Ennui (Adele Exarchopoulos). (Pixar/Disney)


As the story skips from one tenuous pun to another, representing the gulf between what one says and what one means as a yawning sar-chasm, it takes care to serve up a few scene-stealing merchandising opp -- er, I mean, bit players -- found in the recesses of Riley's memory vault. These include Pouchy (James Austin Johnson), a talking fanny pack, and Nostalgia (June Squibb), an elderly lady who, in a fun runner, keeps doddering into Riley's brain ahead of schedule. Nostalgia might not sell many of her own toys, but if our own neurons are willing to get honest, she's the main thing this sequel flogs.
PG. At area theaters. Contains some thematic elements. 96 minutes.
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Commanders minicamp notebook: On the RB tandem and an early-arriving QB
For Kliff Kingsbury, two-back looks with Austin Ekeler and Brian Robinson Jr. could be Washington's new change of pace.
By Sam Fortier | 2024-06-13

Washington Commanders running back Austin Ekeler, center, called himself a "jitterbug" compared with the larger Brian Robinson Jr. (John McDonnell for The Washington Post)


How will the Washington Commanders use their new running back tandem of Austin Ekeler and Brian Robinson Jr.?
It's a question worth digging into because Ekeler is a new arrival and one of offensive coordinator Kliff Kingsbury's main spring experiments seems to be using two-back sets.
In his four seasons as Arizona's coach, Kingsbury rarely used sets with multiple backs; the Cardinals never had such sets in more than 3.1 percent of their snaps in a season, per TruMedia. But this spring, Kingsbury regularly has deployed split-back formations with Ekeler, Robinson and others.
Kingsbury, who is expected to major in three-wide-receiver sets, could use two-back looks as a change-up in the same way he historically has used sets of multiple tight ends.
Ekeler (5-foot-10, 200 pounds) and Robinson (6-1, 225) are complementary. The Commanders could manipulate opposing defenses with different alignments and presnap motions. Ekeler said he sees himself and Robinson less as competitors and more as "different assets."
"He's a big guy," Ekeler said during Wednesday's second day of mandatory minicamp. "He's going to catch the ball. He's going to be a strong runner coming downhill. Doesn't mean he doesn't have as much wiggle. But if you compare him to me, I'm a jitterbug out there. I'm probably going to be a little bit more maneuverable than he is."
Washington wants Robinson to improve in the passing game. Even though he broke out as a pass catcher last year -- he had 36 catches for 368 yards and four touchdowns -- most of those big plays were not designed for him.
Coach Dan Quinn, who calls minicamp a "passing camp," said Robinson has grown as a pass catcher this spring, in part because he has leaned on "somebody that's as accomplished in the passing game as Austin."
If Kingsbury sticks to one-back sets this season, the backs seem liable to fall into traditional roles: Robinson the early-down, between-the-tackles bruiser and Ekeler the passing-down receiver.
But if this spring experiment makes it to Sundays, the Commanders' offense could have a new feature. Maybe Kingsbury could even dust off this play design, which came out of a two-back set and went for a 47-yard touchdown to Zach Ertz, now with Washington.
Jayden Daniels said he arrives at work every day around 5:45 a.m. That explains why interior offensive lineman Nick Allegretti, who gets in around 6:30, hasn't beaten his quarterback to the building yet.
During rookie minicamp, Daniels said, wide receiver Luke McCaffrey asked him what time he got to the facility, and McCaffrey has showed up at 5:45 as well ever since.

Washington Commanders quarterback Jayden Daniels has been making early arrivals at Commanders Park. (John McDonnell for The Washington Post)


"Just trying to prepare myself for the day," Daniels said. "It's kind of just that routine that I had when I was in college, but now I'm in there actually walking through because I'm still learning the playbook and trying to grasp everything. So just being comfortable for the day and being ready to go out there and go out and compete at practice."
With a free rusher bearing down on him, quarterback Marcus Mariota lofted a flare pass over his head and up the field toward Ekeler. But safety Quan Martin saw it the whole way; he jumped the route, tipped the ball up with one hand and corralled the interception behind his back.
The amazing display of athleticism drew the biggest cheers of camp. Even some offensive players nodded in approval.
It's no surprise that Martin, a second-year defensive back, looks comfortable in Washington's scheme. With Quinn last year, Dallas played one of the highest rates of cover-one in the NFL, and when Martin was in college, Illinois had an extreme reliance on cover-one.
Lucas Havrisik started the kicker competition strong. The 24-year-old, who is with the team on a tryout basis, nailed each of his roughly 10 kicks Wednesday, including a 45-yarder in which the entire team crowded around, hollering and waving arms in an attempt to distract him.
He also nailed a "mayday" drill in which the field goal unit had about 16 seconds of running clock to rush in from the sideline, snap the ball and make a kick from about 30 yards.
Ramiz Ahmed remains the only kicker signed to the roster, at least for now.
Dyami Brown and Cole Turner have had a few big plays this spring. But the young wide receiver and tight end have had promising offseason workouts in the past as well. The holdovers from the previous regime are trying to show the new coaching staff they can be consistent and produce when it counts.
Linebacker Frankie Luvu missed practice with a "very minor" ankle injury, according to a person with knowledge of the situation. The team is not concerned, that person said.
Two veterans, Ertz and wide receiver Jamison Crowder, did not participate in the workout, taking what appeared to be a rest day.
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