
        
            
                
            
        

    
    
      
        [image: masthead]
      

      Thursday, June 20, 2024

      

      
        
          	
            Breaking News
          
          	10
        

        
          	
            Top Stories
          
          	10
        

        
          	
            Business
          
          	10
        

        
          	
            Opinion
          
          	10
        

        
          	
            Life
          
          	10
        

      

    

  
    
      
        
          	
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Top Stories
          
        

      

      Breaking News

      
        Serbia's Jovic snatches late equaliser to salvage 1-1 draw with Slovenia
        MUNICH, Germany: Serbia substitute Luka Jovic headed a last-gasp equaliser to salvage a 1-1 draw with Slovenia in an entertaining Group C clash at Euro 2024 on Thursday.

      

      
        Korat hospital accused of fatal misdiagnosis
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        State agencies are preparing to amend regulations and measures related to people's gender and marital status after the marriage equality bill was passed by the Senate on Tuesday.
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        A man has accused a hospital director of having an adulterous relationship with his nurse wife, who reportedly admitted she liked rough sex with her new lover.
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                                MUNICH, Germany: Serbia substitute Luka Jovic headed a last-gasp equaliser to salvage a 1-1 draw with Slovenia in an entertaining Group C clash at Euro 2024 on Thursday.
A brilliantly worked goal from right-back Zan Karnicnik had given Slovenia the lead and put them on the brink of their first ever Euros win before Jovic nodded home a corner five minutes into added time to leave their opponents distraught.

Slovenia missed several good chances before Karnicnik drove upfield from the edge of his own penalty area, released the ball to Timi Elsnik and then met a beautiful return cross to slot past Predrag Rajkovic in the 69th minute.

Serbia failed to capitalise on periods of superiority despite the menace of veteran striker Aleksandar Mitrovic, who saw a close range shot deflected by Karnicnik onto the woodwork, until Jovic struck.

The result at the Munich Football Arena put Slovenia in second place on two points with group leaders England to come in their third and final Group C game. Serbia, bottom with one point, face Denmark next.
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                Families of two victims ask health ministry to conduct investigation
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                                The family of a four-year-old girl who died after being treated at a hospital in Nakhon Ratchasima has asked the Ministry of Public Health to investigate whether a misdiagnosis was to blame.
A foundation that helped bring the case to light alleges that as many as 10 deaths might be linked to human error or faulty diagnoses at Phra Thongkham Hospital.

Thaniya Chaodonka, joined by representatives of the Pen Nueng Foundation, met on Thursday with Thanakit Jitareerat, a vice-minister, and explained what happened to her child.

She said her daughter developed a fever on Jan 25 and the family took her to Phra Thongkham Hospital, where the doctor said she had a symptoms of influenza. Four days later, she returned to the hospital with difficulty breathing and severe stomach ache. The doctor had tests done and told the family it would take one week to get the result, said Ms Thaniya.

The girl was subsequently transferred to Maharat Nakhon Ratchasima Hospital, where she died on Jan 31 after surgery. The cause of death was associated with sepsis and a ruptured appendix.

Ms Thaniya said she believed the first hospital made a wrong diagnosis, and the delay in treatment caused her daughter's condition to worsen and led to her death. The hospital did not offer a satisfactory explanation to the family so she wanted the ministry to deal with the case, she said.

"I don't want to see such a loss happen to other families so I have decided to file a petition to the ministry," she said. "I would like the ministry to investigate whether a mistake is involved including errors from medical treatment."

The Pen Nueng Foundation also brought the family of a man who was admitted to the same hospital with a stomach ache and later died. The foundation said it had received information on about 10 cases involving suspected mistakes in diagnosis or treatment of patients at the hospital.

Mr Thanakit told the two families that the ministry would set up a committee to investigate their complaints. If medical treatment errors are proven, he said, families are eligible for compensation under Section 41 of the National Health Security Act.
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                                The Ministry of Defence has issued a set of criteria to determine which expenses can be deducted from conscripts' salaries to ensure military recruits have enough money left to spend.
The move comes after a case involving alleged deductions from conscripts' salaries for utilities and miscellaneous items recently emerged on social media, with reports of them even being charged for WiFi and a 500-baht deduction for a septic tank pumping fee.

The soldier who reported the latter fee produced a slip showing that deductions ate up 60% of his monthly salary.

Defence Minister Sutin Klungsang ordered an investigation into the matter.

Under the new criteria, costs that can be deducted from conscripts' salaries include a food service fee of about 2,100 per month per head, or 70 baht per day, the ministry said on Thursday.

Military units are also allowed to deduct from conscripts' salaries costs for their personal items that cannot be reimbursed from the ministry's budget.

Often, new recruits may not be able to get items for personal use when reporting to military units. Therefore, the units will provide them with the supplies they need. It is cheaper to buy from suppliers in bulk.

If any units are found to have bought them above market price, those involved will be punished, said the ministry.

Another deduction is voluntary. It involves laundry fees, clothing alteration fees, and service fees at a post exchange (PX) or a store at a military unit that sells merchandise and services to military personnel.

Costs that should not be deducted include utility fees, a septic tank pumping fee, WiFi fees, costs for military field gear, ATK test kits, face masks and alcohol sanitisers.

The ministry has suggested military units use income from their businesses to pay for insurance costs.

Jirayu Houngsub, the ministry's spokesman for political affairs, previously said that Mr Sutin had investigated all military units regarding the dissemination of documents indicating the deduction of WiFi charges and other personal items for conscripts.

They included insurance (330 baht), daily items (1,100 baht), and a bag (590 baht). Conscripts earn 10,990 baht a month on average.
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                                The government is paying insufficient attention to the dire need for extra funds to save millions of students from leaving the education system because they have run out of money, says an opposition MP.
Paramee Waichongcharoen, a list-MP from the Move Forward Party, raised the issue during the debate on the 2025 fiscal budget bill in the House of Representatives on Thursday.

An estimated 1.02 million children have either dropped out of school or chosen not to attend a higher level of education due to poverty, said Paramee, citing a report published recently by the Equitable Education Fund (EEF).

Another 3 million students from extremely poor families are now at risk of facing the same fate, but only about 2 million of them have gained access to state funds intended for financing their education. The rest are on the verge of exiting the education system for good, said the opposition MP, who was a teacher before entering politics.

Last year 12.45% of students from families classified as extremely poor decided against continuing their education to the undergraduate level of university after finishing high school, said Paramee.

"As opposed to its previous vow made in parliament that it would urgently address disparities in terms of educational opportunities, the government is now giving those organisations that are working to eradicate those disparities less funding than they need," the MP said.

The Student Loan Fund (SLF) requested 19 billion baht in government subsidies in the 2024 fiscal year, as it faced a liquidity problem for the first time in a decade. But the government handed over only 800 million baht, said Paramee.

For fiscal 2025, the fund has requested 5 billion baht and the government has refused to bargain.

Paramee urged the government to make the education at the basic level free of charge so that students and their families no longer have to pay for any other associated schooling costs.

The MP pointed out that Deputy Finance Minister Julapun Amornvivat said there was still enough money set aside that could be diverted to subsidise the SLF should it really require help.

The fund's cash-flow problem stems from an earlier amendment to the SLF Act in which the default interest rate was retrospectively lowered from 18% to 0.5%, the MP said.

The SLF had to borrow funds to reimburse many borrowers who had already made larger repayments than required. It still owes those borrowers about 1 billion baht.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2814730/student-poverty-falling-on-deaf-ears



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Don Muang Tollway rates to rise in December                

                Toll increases of 5-15 baht will be in effect for five years, says operator
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                                Driving on the Don Muang Tollway will become more expensive in December, when increases of 5-15 baht take effect.
The new tolls will range from 40 to 170 baht, the operator Don Muang Tollway Plc announced on Thursday. The new rates will take effect for five years from Dec 22 this year to Dec 21, 2029, in line with its concession with the Department of Highways, which runs until September 2034.

New tolls on the Don Muang-National Memorial section will be 40 baht for four-wheelers (up from 35 baht) and 50 baht for vehicles with more wheels (up from 45 baht).

From Din Daeng to Don Muang and vice versa, tolls will be 90 baht for four-wheelers (up from 80 baht) and 120 baht for bigger vehicles (up from 110 baht).

From the National Memorial to Din Daeng, tolls will be 130 baht for four-wheelers (up from 115 baht) and 170 baht for bigger vehicles (up from 155 baht).
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                                The Bank of Thailand (BoT) will issue 10 million commemorative banknotes for the auspicious occasion of His Majesty the King's 72nd birthday on July 28.
Sethaput Suthiwartnarueput, the central bank governor, said on Thursday that the banknote will be printed in a portrait layout and on polymer material with the highest-technology printing techniques to provide the durability and prevent counterfeiting.

The banknote will be valued at 100 baht and will be available starting on July 23 at commercial and state-owned banks and the BoT Knowledge Centre.

The central bank will also print two million pamphlets, at 10 baht each, in which collectors can keep the banknotes. All proceed will be presented to His Majesty the King, said Mr Sethaput.


[image: ]
(Photo: Bank of Thailand)


              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2814710/special-banknote-for-kings-birthday



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Amazon takes aim at packaging waste                

                E-commerce giant ditching plastic air pillows in North America, with more moves to come
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                                Amazon.com, seeking to become more environmentally friendly, is replacing plastic air pillows in its North American shipments with recycled paper.
The e-commerce giant says it has already eliminated some 95% of the thin plastic cushions in its largest market and anticipates removing the rest by year-end.

It is among Amazon's biggest moves to date to stop dispatching packages with single-use plastic that, while technically recyclable in specialty facilities, more often winds up in landfills or clogging machinery in recycling centres not designed for thin film.

The next step: replacing the similarly hard-to-recycle white and blue plastic mailers with paper sleeves, said Pat Lindner, an Amazon vice-president who oversees the company's sustainable packaging initiatives.

"We're now at the stage where we're pretty confident that we're going to be able to scale that in the coming months," he said. "We're pleased with the progress we've made."

Amazon has ramped up its plastic-reduction efforts following criticism from environmental watchdogs who said the company was contributing to the tide of plastic waste finding its way into the world's oceans. At the annual shareholders' meeting in 2022, almost half of Amazon investors backed a proposal recommending that the company outline steps to reduce plastic use.

Amazon disclosed a detailed figure on a portion of its plastic use for the first time later that year, though it has stopped short of setting a public goal to entirely eliminate plastic from its operations. Amazon says it used 85,916 tonnes of single-use plastic in shipments worldwide in 2022, down 12% from the prior year.

"We, a couple years ago, really decided based on all the customer input that reducing the amount of plastics packaging was important to have on our road map," Lindner said.

The European Union earlier this year approved a new law to cut packaging waste and ban single-use plastics, such as supermarket bags for fruit and mini-shampoo bottles in hotels.

Amazon said it stopped using most plastic packaging in Europe by late 2022. Last year, the company retrofitted a warehouse in Ohio to ship products without any added plastic, using custom paper mailers and machines capable of building made-to-fit cardboard boxes around individual products.

Those materials and machines added to Amazon's costs, compared with its prior plastic-based infrastructure, Lindner said. But that was partly offset by increased automation that required less manual labor in areas of the warehouse where employees pack items in boxes.

The paper filler is likewise more expensive than the plastic air pillows, though Lindner said ditching the machines that dispensed the pillows in favour of simpler tissue-box like paper dispensers should lower Amazon's maintenance costs.

Before rolling out the paper filler, which is designed to be recyclable in curbside bins, Amazon tested the material to make sure it protected the products it was wrapped around. By many measures, paper performed better.

Clint Haynes, a vice-president with Stress Engineering Services, which Amazon paid to carry out tests, likened paper wrapping to the crumple zone in cars that absorb the shock of collisions.

The pillows, on the other hand, act as tiny trampolines when jostled in a truck rattling down a bumpy road, further bouncing the products they're meant to protect.

Plus, when they're pushed to the limit, pillows pop. Paper holds its shape. "That's a really nice attribute," Haynes said. "I get more than one big whack."


[image: ]
Packages displaying Amazon Prime logos move down a chute at a United Parcel Service facility in Louisville, Kentucky. (Photo: Bloomberg)
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                  India shuns China's calls to resume direct flights                

                Four years after flights were halted, border disputes continue to sour relations
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                                NEW DELHI - China is pressing India to restart direct passenger flights after a four-year halt, but New Delhi is resisting as a border dispute continues to weigh on ties between the world's two most populous countries, officials said.
India-China relations have been tense since the biggest military confrontation in decades on their disputed Himalayan border killed 20 Indian and at least four Chinese soldiers in June 2020. Thousands of troops remain mobilised on each side.

Since the clash, India has made it difficult for Chinese companies to invest, banned hundreds of popular apps and severed passenger routes, although direct cargo flights still operate between the Asian giants.

Direct flights would benefit both economies, but the stakes are higher for China, where a recovery in overseas travel after the Covid-19 pandemic is lagging, while India's aviation sector booms.

Several times over the past year or so, China's government and airlines have asked India's civil aviation authorities to re-establish direct air links, two people with direct knowledge of the matter told Reuters, with one saying China considers this a "big issue".

"We hope the Indian side will work with China in the same direction for the early resumption of direct flights," China's Foreign Ministry told Reuters in a statement last week, adding that resuming flights would be in both countries' interests.

But a senior Indian official familiar with India-China bilateral developments said of Beijing's desire to resume flights: "Unless there is peace and tranquillity on the border, the rest of the relationship cannot move forward."

Indian airlines are holding discussions with New Delhi, while Chinese carriers are talking to their government about resuming direct routes, said Pieter Elbers, the CEO of Indigo, India's largest airline.

India's external affairs and civil aviation ministries did not respond to requests for comment.

Beijing has repeatedly protested against India's ramped up scrutiny of Chinese businesses since 2020. The Chinese smartphone giant Xiaomi told India's government this year that "confidence building" measures were needed as component suppliers were wary about setting up in India, citing compliance and visa issues.

'Beyond our level'

Direct India-China flights peaked in December 2019, with a total of 539 scheduled flights by the likes of IndiGo, Air India, China Southern, China Eastern, Air China and Shandong Airlines, data from the aviation analytics firm Cirium shows.

Chinese carriers scheduled 371 of those flights, more than double the 168 by India's airlines.

Flights were halted four months later as the pandemic escalated. Except for a smattering of Covid repatriation flights, they have not resumed even though India lifted Covid restrictions on international air routes a year later and China lifted all Covid travel measures in early 2023.

Travellers must now change planes either in Hong Kong, which has a separate aviation regulator and border controls from the rest of China, or in hubs like Dubai or Singapore.

This has lengthened the India-China journey from less than six hours to upwards of 10, handing business -- including lucrative through traffic to the United States -- to carriers like Emirates, Singapore Airlines and Cathay Pacific.

The recovery in Chinese overseas travel is lagging due to rising costs and difficulties in securing visas for the world's top spenders on international tourism and airlines.

Elbers said a recent interview in Dubai: "When the time is right and the governments come to a mutual understanding of how to move forward, we'll assess the market."

IndiGo flies seven times a week on the Delhi-Hong Kong route, where passengers can connect to mainland China.

Air India CEO Campbell Wilson said direct India-China flights "would seem to be a huge potential market" but for now there are factors at play "beyond our level".
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                State agencies making modifications to comply with passage of marriage equality law
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                                State agencies are preparing to amend regulations and measures related to people's gender and marital status after the marriage equality bill was passed by the Senate on Tuesday.
Thailand is about to become the first country in Southeast Asia -- and just the third in Asia after Taiwan and Nepal -- to recognise same-sex marriages after the Senate approved the bill. It will take effect within 120 days of being published in the Royal Gazette.

Many legal drafts and measures that must be amended to respond to the bill are now awaiting approval by the cabinet.

According to the X account of iLaw Club, the changes include how people identify in terms of gender and the use of honorifics.

The amendments will be tabled for consideration by the new Senate, for which the final round of voting will take place on Sunday. The results are scheduled to be announced on July 2, with the 200 new senators to be sworn in shortly afterward. 

Bangkok governor Chadchart Sittipunt said he has ordered all district offices under the Bangkok Metropolitan Administrative (BMA) to promptly accommodate the new marriage registration forms approved by the Ministry of the Interior.

Measures related to medical expenses and financial benefits for the 80,000 employees under the BMA are also due to be changed. Decisions on that front are set to be completed within a week, said Mr Chadchart.

Dr Sura Wisetsak, director-general of the Department of Health Service Support (DHSS), said related agencies are also working on an amendment to the Protection of a Child Born by Medically Assisted Reproductive Technology Act, in response to the marriage equality bill.

The amended child protection bill is being drafted in conjunction with the marriage equality bill by the department's legal team, Dr Sura said.

The bill will also focus on surrogacy and subordinate legislation including changing gender-specific terms like "husband" and "wife" to the gender-neutral "spouse".

"The requirements and measures for LGBTQ+ couples regarding surrogacy are similar to those set for heterosexual couples," he said.

Dr Sura said the amended bill would, however, require that only Thai nationals can request surrogacy. If one of the marriage partners is not Thai, the couple must prove they tied the knot at least three years earlier.

"Despite the activation of the marriage equality bill, people are encouraged to wait for their right to have a surrogate for a while, as the amended law is set to be activated later this year," he added.


	Commentary: Dignity still elusive for LGBTQ people
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                  Man accuses hospital chief of adultery with wife                

                Husband goes public with complaint after nurse admits she enjoyed rough sex with new lover
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                                A man has accused a hospital director of having an adulterous relationship with his nurse wife, who reportedly admitted she liked rough sex with her new lover.
The 30-year-old man has sought help from social media activist Guntouch "Gun" Jompalang to take legal action against his wife's lover. He aired his complaints in public on Thursday at the office of Narissorn Saengkaew, a councillor for Bang Khen district in Bangkok.

The man said the 40-year-old hospital director got romantically involved with his 28-year-old wife last year despite knowing that she was married and had a child. At the time, he said, he was not aware of the relationship.

However, he later noticed that his wife had changed. She often shunned his calls whenever he phoned her.

He only learned about her relationship recently after he checked the GPS on her phone and it showed she was in Nakhon Pathom. At the time, he said, she claimed she was staying overnight at the house of her boss and the internet signal was poor so she could not contact him.

When she returned home on May 30, he noticed there were bruises on her body. He checked her phone and was shocked to see video of her with another man.

When he confronted her with the evidence, he said, his wife admitted to the affair with the hospital director. He tried to persuade her to end the relationship for the sake of the family, but she was reluctant. He has not contacted the hospital director, he added.

[image: ]
Hot candle wax was found on the nurse's uniform of the woman who was having an affair with a hospital director. (Photo: Gun Jompalang Facebook page)



The man said his wife and her lover had engaged in sado-masochistic sex. She had been chained and handcuffed and there were traces of hot candle wax on her body. Candle wax was also found on her nursing uniform.

"My wife admitted to having enjoyed this type of sex and she even asked me to do the same thing," the man said. "I begged her to end the relationship with the hospital director and I was ready to adjust things in bed.

"But she said that while she loves me and our child, she also is satisfied having sex with the hospital director."

He went on to say that his wife told him he was not her type, even though he worked hard and didn't smoke, drink or take drugs.

He said he tried in vain to persuade his wife to return but she refused. She asked that they live separately while he continued to look after their child. At present, he said, his wife stays at their house only occasionally.

The man said he had no strength to work and was in a poor mental state. His wife often defended her lover and no longer seemed to care about his feelings or their four-year-old child.

Having sought help from Mr Guntouch to take action against the hospital director, the man said he no longer wanted to mend ties with his wife.

Mr Guntouch said he would take the husband to submit a complaint with the Ministry of Public Health against the hospital director for adultery. The ministry would be asked to look into whether such conduct was an ethical violation, said the activist.
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        Conscript deductions clarified
        The Ministry of Defence has issued a set of criteria to determine which expenses can be deducted from conscripts' salaries to ensure military recruits have enough money left to spend.

      

      
        Student poverty 'falling on deaf ears'
        The government is paying insufficient attention to the dire need for extra funds to save millions of students from leaving the education system because they have run out of money, says an opposition MP.

      

      
        PM to discuss handout with central bank chief
        Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin says he has yet to discuss the government's 500-billion-baht handout with Bank of Thailand governor Sethaput Suthiwartnarueput after the latter repeated his opposition to the project.

      

      
        81% of hazardous cadmium waste returned to Tak
        About 81% of the mishandled hazardous cadmium waste totalling nearly 13,000 tonnes has been returned to its source in Tak province, with the remainder in Samut Sakhon and Chon Buri provinces awaiting transport, according to the Ministry of Industry.

      

      
        Police chief Torsak reinstated, says Wissanu
        Pol Gen Torsak Sukvimol has been reinstated as national police chief following the completion of an investigation into a much-publicised conflict, according to Wissanu Krea-ngam, an advisor to Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin.

      

      
        Officials arrested for issuing fake farmland titles
        Four land-reform officials have been arrested for allegedly issuing title deeds for 600 rai (960,000 square metres) of land where a factory illegally released wastewater in Nakhon Ratchasima, according to police.

      

      
        Lampang carriages lack giddy up and go
        The iconic horse-drawn carriage of Lampang could soon face extinction as tourism revenue in the province is too weak to entice new generations to inherit the business, according to the Tourism Council of Lampang.

      

      
        Park visitor spots two panthers
        Phetchaburi: A visitor to Kaeng Krachan National Park has by sheer luck caught a glimpse and snapped some pictures of two black panthers in an area of the park, the Protected Areas Regional Office 3 said yesterday, citing information supplied by the national park's head.

      

      
        LGBTQ-related content touted
        Following the recent celebrations of the same-sex marriage bill, the Thai Content Promotion Association believes Thai LGBTQ-related content has potential for growth if supported by the government, says Worarit Ninklom, a member of the drama and TV subcommittee under the National Soft Power Strategy Committee.

      

      
        Probe into missing oil-smuggling ships linked to police force
        An investigation into officers involved with the three missing seized oil-smuggling vessels is underway after a leaked chat showed a connection between some police and the mastermind of the oil smuggling gang.
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                  Conscript deductions clarified                

                Defence ministry issues new rules after uproar over unusual and excessive charges
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                                The Ministry of Defence has issued a set of criteria to determine which expenses can be deducted from conscripts' salaries to ensure military recruits have enough money left to spend.
The move comes after a case involving alleged deductions from conscripts' salaries for utilities and miscellaneous items recently emerged on social media, with reports of them even being charged for WiFi and a 500-baht deduction for a septic tank pumping fee.

The soldier who reported the latter fee produced a slip showing that deductions ate up 60% of his monthly salary.

Defence Minister Sutin Klungsang ordered an investigation into the matter.

Under the new criteria, costs that can be deducted from conscripts' salaries include a food service fee of about 2,100 per month per head, or 70 baht per day, the ministry said on Thursday.

Military units are also allowed to deduct from conscripts' salaries costs for their personal items that cannot be reimbursed from the ministry's budget.

Often, new recruits may not be able to get items for personal use when reporting to military units. Therefore, the units will provide them with the supplies they need. It is cheaper to buy from suppliers in bulk.

If any units are found to have bought them above market price, those involved will be punished, said the ministry.

Another deduction is voluntary. It involves laundry fees, clothing alteration fees, and service fees at a post exchange (PX) or a store at a military unit that sells merchandise and services to military personnel.

Costs that should not be deducted include utility fees, a septic tank pumping fee, WiFi fees, costs for military field gear, ATK test kits, face masks and alcohol sanitisers.

The ministry has suggested military units use income from their businesses to pay for insurance costs.

Jirayu Houngsub, the ministry's spokesman for political affairs, previously said that Mr Sutin had investigated all military units regarding the dissemination of documents indicating the deduction of WiFi charges and other personal items for conscripts.

They included insurance (330 baht), daily items (1,100 baht), and a bag (590 baht). Conscripts earn 10,990 baht a month on average.
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                Opposition MP urges government to shore up education funding to reduce dropout rates
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                                The government is paying insufficient attention to the dire need for extra funds to save millions of students from leaving the education system because they have run out of money, says an opposition MP.
Paramee Waichongcharoen, a list-MP from the Move Forward Party, raised the issue during the debate on the 2025 fiscal budget bill in the House of Representatives on Thursday.

An estimated 1.02 million children have either dropped out of school or chosen not to attend a higher level of education due to poverty, said Paramee, citing a report published recently by the Equitable Education Fund (EEF).

Another 3 million students from extremely poor families are now at risk of facing the same fate, but only about 2 million of them have gained access to state funds intended for financing their education. The rest are on the verge of exiting the education system for good, said the opposition MP, who was a teacher before entering politics.

Last year 12.45% of students from families classified as extremely poor decided against continuing their education to the undergraduate level of university after finishing high school, said Paramee.

"As opposed to its previous vow made in parliament that it would urgently address disparities in terms of educational opportunities, the government is now giving those organisations that are working to eradicate those disparities less funding than they need," the MP said.

The Student Loan Fund (SLF) requested 19 billion baht in government subsidies in the 2024 fiscal year, as it faced a liquidity problem for the first time in a decade. But the government handed over only 800 million baht, said Paramee.

For fiscal 2025, the fund has requested 5 billion baht and the government has refused to bargain.

Paramee urged the government to make the education at the basic level free of charge so that students and their families no longer have to pay for any other associated schooling costs.

The MP pointed out that Deputy Finance Minister Julapun Amornvivat said there was still enough money set aside that could be diverted to subsidise the SLF should it really require help.

The fund's cash-flow problem stems from an earlier amendment to the SLF Act in which the default interest rate was retrospectively lowered from 18% to 0.5%, the MP said.

The SLF had to borrow funds to reimburse many borrowers who had already made larger repayments than required. It still owes those borrowers about 1 billion baht.
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                  PM to discuss handout with central bank chief                

                Srettha admits he and Bank of Thailand governor have difference of opinion about costly programme
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                                Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin says he has yet to discuss the government's 500-billion-baht handout with Bank of Thailand governor Sethaput Suthiwartnarueput after the latter repeated his opposition to the project.
The prime minister acknowledged on Thursday that he and the central bank governor had a difference of opinion that would have to be discussed.

He was responding to comments Mr Sethaput made in an interview with Bloomberg, in which he said he saw no need for such a large across-the-board economic stimulus.

The government plans to hand out 10,000 baht in digital money to each of about 50 million Thais later this year.

Mr Sethaput has suggested that the handout be limited to the country's 15 million welfare cardholders. 

Mr Srettha said on Thursday that the handout project would stimulate economy at the regional level because recipients would be required to spend the money in their home districts.

"When the project launch date is clear, I believe that industries and SMEs will speed up production to meet this purchasing power. This will stimulate the economy," the prime minister said.

The opposition warned the government of the high risk of excessive borrowing, largely due to the cost of the digital wallet programme, as the debate on the fiscal 2025 budget began in parliament on Wednesday.

Asked if the handout would affect the government's debt repayment ability in the future, Mr Srettha said the short-term economic stimulus would precede other stimulus policies that would draw investment from multinational companies.

Then there would be employment and industrial upgrades that would increase gross domestic product, and consequently the government could cover its obligations, he said.



	Commentary: Digital wallet hits another snag
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                  81% of hazardous cadmium waste returned to Tak                

                All waste expected to be properly landfilled by Sept 30, says Ministry of Industry
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                                About 81% of the mishandled hazardous cadmium waste totalling nearly 13,000 tonnes has been returned to its source in Tak province, with the remainder in Samut Sakhon and Chon Buri provinces awaiting transport, according to the Ministry of Industry.
The ministry reported on its website on Thursday that 10,507 tonnes of tailings had been delivered to Bound and Beyond Plc in Tak, accounting for 81% of the 12,948 tonnes controversially sold from its landfill in Muang district last year.

It said the tailings transported included those from J&B Metal (6,200 tonnes) and Cin Hong Cheng Inter Tech (1,013 tonnes) in Muang district of Samut Sakhon, as well as from LLT Metal (142 tonnes) in Bang Sue district of Bangkok.

The remaining 19% had yet to be transported from a factory in tambon Klong Kiew of Ban Bung district in Chon Buri and a warehouse in Krathum Baen district of Samut Sakhon.

Nattapol Rangsitpol, the permanent secretary for industry, said on Wednesday that 10-13 container trucks were used daily to transport the tailings, and the convoys were escorted by police vehicles.

The tailings were first discovered in Samut Sakhon in early April, leading to serious health concerns because the hazardous waste should have been kept in a specially prepared landfill in Tak.

Bound and Beyond had sold the tailings to J&B Metal under a contract that required the latter to dispose of them. The terms did not allow the company to resell the waste, but its owner admitted he intended to do so in order to shore up the company's finances.

The waste will be taken to a storage site owned by Bound and Beyond in Tak province, where it will be properly landfilled by Sept 30. The SET-listed company was formerly known as Padaeng Industry Plc, which operated a zinc-mining business in Tak until 2016. It has since switched to the hotel business.

Cadmium has many uses, notably in the production of rechargeable batteries, pigments, metal coatings and plastics. Cadmium and its compounds are highly toxic and can cause damage to human tissues and organs when they enter the food chain. Because of this risk, its disposal is tightly regulated.
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                Investigation confirms conflicts, disorder within police force at all levels
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                                Pol Gen Torsak Sukvimol has been reinstated as national police chief following the completion of an investigation into a much-publicised conflict, according to Wissanu Krea-ngam, an advisor to Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin.
Mr Wissanu on Thursday revealed the investigation results after the prime minister established a fact-finding committee, chaired by Chatchai Promlert, to look into the conflict between Pol Gen Torsak and his deputy Pol Gen Surachate Hakparn.

The four-month investigation confirmed conflicts and disorder within the Royal Thai Police at all levels, but it was unclear whether these issues stemmed from a single cause or multiple sources, Mr Wissanu said.

The findings indicated that both Pol Gen Torsak and Pol Gen Surachate were involved, each having team members contributing to the conflicts, he added.

The investigation focused on four major cases: 


	A 140-million-baht extortion case involving a gambling suspect named 'Pae' and a police commander.

	The shooting of a highway police officer in Nakhon Pathom involving influential figure Praween Chankhlai, aka Kamnan Nok.

	The Minnie online gambling network allegedly operated by single mother Suchanun Suchaitchinsri, alias Minnie.

	The BNK Master gambling network. Additionally, 10 other cases were filed with police stations and the Criminal Court for Corruption and Misconduct Cases Region 7. 



Some conflicts were recent, while others dated back 10 years, said Mr Wissanu.

All cases have been forwarded to relevant agencies, including the National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC), the Department of Special Investigation (DSI), prosecutors and courts.

Mr Wissanu said that Pol Gen Surachate had been reinstated as deputy national police chief on April 18 after being transferred to the Prime Minister's Office on March 20. A disciplinary committee was set up to investigate Pol Gen Surachate, and there was an order to temporarily suspend him from the police force.

Since there were no further issues to investigate Pol Gen Torsak, it was agreed to reinstate him. He is scheduled to retire on Sept 30.

On March 20, Mr Srettha abruptly transferred both senior police officials to the Prime Minister's Office, in a move to address the mounting rift within the police force.

Deputy national police chief Kitrat Panphet was then appointed as the acting police chief.

There have reports suggesting that Pol Gen Surachate could be charged with money laundering in connection with online gambling networks.

[image: ]
Wissanu Krea-ngam, an advisor to Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin, reveals the results of an investigation into a conflict involving two top police officers during a media briefing at Government House on Thursday. (Photo: Apichart Jinakul)
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                  Officials arrested for issuing fake farmland titles                

                Land was used to receive wastewater from factory in Nakhon Ratchasima
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                                Four land-reform officials have been arrested for allegedly issuing title deeds for 600 rai (960,000 square metres) of land where a factory illegally released wastewater in Nakhon Ratchasima, according to police.
The arrests followed raids on 13 locations in Bangkok, Nakhon Ratchasima and Udon Thani on Thursday morning.

All the suspects worked at Nakhon Ratchasima Provincial Land Reform Office. They have been identified as land reform official Akaradet Rianghin, 56; legal affairs official Wilailak Butda, 53; land surveyor Chokesak Maneechantra, 54; and 61-year-old retired land surveyor Preecha Praphanukul.

Pol Maj Gen Charoonkiat Pankaew, deputy commissioner of the Central Investigation Bureau, said the suspects illegally issued agricultural land rights to 13 people who claimed to be farmers. However, most of the land was used as ponds to receive wastewater illegally discharged from a tapioca factory.

The land is in tambon Nong Bua Sala of Muang district in Nakhon Ratchasima. The Agricultural Land Reform Office is responsible for issuing land rights documents for farmers to cultivate deteriorating forest areas.

An investigation found that the issuance of land rights was rushed without official surveys and included false information. Some recipients were not farmers but factory workers.

Thanadol Suwannarit, an adviser to the agriculture minister who participated in the raid, said the land plots had been turned into foul-smelling ponds that received wastewater from the factory.

The plots were officially registered as algae-growing ponds, he added.

[image: ]
A suspect in the land reform case is arrested during a morning exercise at Suranaree University of Technology in Muang district of Nakhon Ratchasima, on Thursday. (Photo: Prasit Tangprasert)
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                                The iconic horse-drawn carriage of Lampang could soon face extinction as tourism revenue in the province is too weak to entice new generations to inherit the business, according to the Tourism Council of Lampang.
In the first four months of this year, Lampang registered 559,892 visitors, down 0.52% year-on-year, with only 35,131 foreign travellers.

Lampang's tourism income for the period increased by 3.09% to 1.8 billion baht, with 1.62 billion derived from Thai travellers.

Lampang province earned 5.36 billion baht in tourism revenue last year, 38th in the country, while neighbouring Chiang Mai was fourth with 89.2 billion baht in revenue.

Waleerat Wiphasrinimit Lines, president of the council, said the number of horse-drawn carriages in the province tallies about 100, unchanged for several years, even before the pandemic.

The existing fleet is moderate for tourism demand, but the more critical problem is a lack of drivers, as most of them are 40-50 years old, said Mrs Waleerat.

The children of these drivers are not interested in continuing this cultural heritage because of unstable, low income compared with other occupations, she said.

The rate for a short sightseeing trip is 300 baht, while a long trip costs 400 baht, said Mrs Waleerat.

Even though tourists who visit Lampang still want to ride on horse-drawn carriages, the job is unattractive to younger people, she said.

"We're trying to support young drivers, not only to stimulate income, but also to make them proud of preserving the provincial cultural heritage. Not everyone can become a driver, as the job also requires taking good care of the animals," said Mrs Waleerat.

Last year the province hosted its first Lampang Carriage Carnival, in a bid to create more robust tourism revenue using its cultural identity, keeping this transport option alive.

She said each key tourism province in the North already established  an annual event to draw visitors,  such as the floral expo in Chiang Mai, which stimulated 80 million baht in annual spending per year. The Thailand Biennale in Chiang Rai 2023  contributed 100 million baht to the province.

The Tourism Authority of Thailand arranged a meeting between the public and private sectors of five northern provinces earlier this month to solve obstacles for second-tier tourism cities, with the Tourism Council of Lampang raising the carriage issue to Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin.

The council was told the government would support the carnival, starting from this year, which is scheduled for Aug 9-12. However, the council and the Lampang Carriage Association did not receive an additional budget as promised, meaning the event might have to be scaled down this year, said Mrs Waleerat.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/2814220/lampang-carriages-lack-giddy-up-and-go



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Park visitor spots two panthers                

                              

                                  
                    
                      [image: Two black panthers are seen in this picture taken by a tourist from her car in Kaeng Krachan National Park in Phetchaburi. The woman was on her way to Khao Phanoen Thung when she came across the rare animals.]
                                              
                          Two black panthers are seen in this picture taken by a tourist from her car in Kaeng Krachan National Park in Phetchaburi. The woman was on her way to Khao Phanoen Thung when she came across the rare animals.                        

                                          

                  

                                Phetchaburi: A visitor to Kaeng Krachan National Park has by sheer luck caught a glimpse and snapped some pictures of two black panthers in an area of the park, the Protected Areas Regional Office 3 said yesterday, citing information supplied by the national park's head.
The park visitor -- identified only as Amy -- caught sight of the two panthers while she was travelling in a car on her way to Khao Phanoen Thung forested mountain in the national park, Somjate Jantana, director of the office, said on Wednesday.

Amy then stopped the car to take photos and a video of the two panthers.

The animals apparently showed no signs of being frightened by the presence of her car, said Mr Somjate. The panthers shortly afterwards disappeared into the jungle, he said. The national park posted the video clip on its Facebook page on Tuesday.

Previously, some other groups of visitors to this park had in January and February spotted and taken pictures of a black panther in a nearby area while they were heading to the same mountain in the park, he said.

According to a previous study conducted by national park researchers from 2013 to 2023, using wildlife camera traps to observe and count wildlife populations in areas around Khao Phanoen Thung, approximately 10 black panthers and leopards were found in these specific areas, he said.

Park visitors should stop their cars and remain still if they encounter a panther or leopard, ensuring safety for themselves and wildlife. Taking pictures of these wild animals is allowed, but people are advised not to exit their car while attempting to photograph them, he said.
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                Association points to potential for growth
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                                Following the recent celebrations of the same-sex marriage bill, the Thai Content Promotion Association believes Thai LGBTQ-related content has potential for growth if supported by the government, says Worarit Ninklom, a member of the drama and TV subcommittee under the National Soft Power Strategy Committee.
On Tuesday, an upper house meeting passed the final reading of the marriage equality law, making Thailand the first Southeast Asian country to recognise the act.

Mr Worarit, who is also a board member of the Thai Association of Boys Love Content, said Thai LGBTQ series and films remain in demand by the market.

"Thai LGBTQ content has become increasingly popular domestically and internationally because of attractive characters and storylines that present love in school, at working age, or even in the fantasy genre, catering to all viewers' demands," he said.

Mr Worarit said the association estimates that trading on the broadcast distribution rights and other related activities and merchandise of LGBTQ content was worth at least 1 billion baht during the period 2021 to 2023.

The association estimates there are more than 80 LGBTQ series produced each year, with many of them being distributed with the right to broadcast them overseas, while some are on an OTT platform, such as iQIYI, which is China's leading on-demand video streaming platform, he said.

Mr Worarit said he believes the value of the content market will increase, but did not provide an estimate.

The main export markets for Thai LGBTQ content are Japan, Taiwan, Hong Kong, the Philippines and Indonesia, he said.

While the demand for LGBTQ series in China remains strong, China strictly censors LGBTQ content and does not legally recognise same-sex couples.

Future markets would include South Asian countries and Latin America, said Mr Worarit.

While demand for LGBTQ content remains strong, there are challenges ahead, he said.

Mr Worarit said advertising spending among creative industries has decreased.

Many private sectors are opting for experienced or well-known production houses, which left newcomers struggling to locate a sponsor.

Moreover, the streaming platforms have also tightened their criteria for production cooperation.

"They are searching for experienced production houses, which poses a formidable challenge for newcomers," said Mr Worarit.

Mr Worarit said the government could also play a major role in supporting the creative industry by promotiing Thai content in the international market

The government could help the LGBTQ content industry by subsidising the costs of overseas exhibitions or business matching events as well as the establishment of a focal agency to sell content in the international market.

"The existence of LGBTQ content is a reflection of society as it helps people in society understand the changing social values and such content also helps generate income back into the economy," said Mr Worarit.
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                                An investigation into officers involved with the three missing seized oil-smuggling vessels is underway after a leaked chat showed a connection between some police and the mastermind of the oil smuggling gang.
The three seized ships, containing 330,000 litres of smuggled oil, had been docked at the marine police pier in Chon Buri's Sattahip district along with two other seized vessels on March 19. Police arrested 28 crew members, charged them with smuggling oil, and released them on bail for 3 million baht.

On June 12, the three ships disappeared with 15 crew members. The vessels were recaptured with eight crew members near the maritime border with Malaysia on Monday. Almost all the 330,000 litres of diesel oil had been siphoned off.

An initial finding showed the vessels belonged to a network run by "Joe Namman Thue," also known as "Joe Pattani," a major oil smuggler in the South, said Pol Maj Gen Jaroonkiat Pankaew, deputy commissioner of the Central Investigation Bureau (CIB).

He said that on March 19, police were contacted by a man named Mr Lek. He attempted to approach the authorities for assistance, but his requests were denied.

The CIB believed Mr Lek was the owner of the bail money, presumably acting under an order from his boss, Joe Pattani.

"This case has sullied the reputation of the Royal Thai Police [RTP]. We must take decisive action against all those who did wrong, including police. Further discussion will be held with public prosecutors to determine the next steps," said Pol Maj Gen Jaroonkiat.

A Line chat was leaked to the media on Wednesday. It showed a conversation between marine police and Joe Pattani, said Pol Maj Gen Jaroonkiat.

"An initial finding showed the leaked chat between Joe Pattani and the police officer is genuine. But the Crime Suppression Division [CSD] and Anti-Corruption Division [ACD] need time to complete the investigation first."

A police officer identified by the initial "N" will be summoned for questioning, he added.

Pol Col Anek Taosuparb, the deputy chief of the CSD, said the eight crew who were on board the three ships when they were recaptured on Monday were flown to Bangkok to be interrogated at the CSD headquarters.

An investigation is underway to determine whether they are linked to Joe Pattani. Further information will be disclosed by next week.

Police may ask Interpol to issue a Red Notice against seven other crew members still at large, he said.
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        Kao's New Mosquito Repellent Combats Dengue Fever Challenges
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                  Kao's New Mosquito Repellent Combats Dengue Fever Challenges                

                Kao developed new mosquito eradication spray "ARS Moth Shooter" in collaboration with Earth to reduce mosquito-borne diseases in Thailand, to be released in July.
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                                Thailand in 2024 is forecasted to experience the highest rainfall and highest temperatures due to the emerging climate change crisis. The risks caused by such phenomena can undermine authorities' efforts in eliminating the recent years' high records of increasingly mosquito-borne diseases led by dengue fever, chikungunya, zika virus, and malaria as puddling landscapes and heat only help support more mosquito breeding sites. Moreover, mosquitoes are developing resistance to insecticides.
As Japan's leading company for innovative hygiene and health enhancements for over 130 years, Kao Industrial (Thailand) continues its efforts to eliminate mosquito-borne diseases by joining forces with Earth (Thailand), the owner of "ARS", a Japanese brand renowned for its expertise in eradication sprays, to launch a new product: "ARS Mos Shooter". This product offers a more precise and safer solution to get rid of mosquitoes.

[image: ]

"Kao has developed an innovative mosquito eradication spray that contains no chemically synthesized insecticidal ingredients and prevents mosquitoes from flying by wetting their water-repellent wings in nature with surfactant-applied technology. Since it contains no chemically synthesized insecticidal ingredients, it can be used safely anytime, anywhere, and furthermore, it does not leave a sticky residue on the floor," announced Yuji Shimizu, President of Kao Industrial (Thailand) Co., Ltd.

[image: ]

Different from conventional aerosol, this innovative mosquito eradication product is contained in a spray bottle designed to release the liquid into small droplets for a longer period in one shot, spreading the particles more widely in the target area. Furthermore, the scent of the natural extract used in "ARS Mos Shooter" is milder, ensuring a clean and safe environment for everyone, particularly children, who are often exposed to dengue fever.

"Our collaboration with Earth (Thailand) is expected to raise awareness among potential disease victims more quickly. Kao's latest technology provides an alternative for lifestyle preferences and sustainable solutions aligning with our commitment to preserving lives and the environment through the Kirei Lifestyle Plan."

The Kirei Lifestyle Plan is Kao's ESG strategy and actions to enrich lives with cleanliness, healthier habits, a compassionate society, and decarbonization. Following this strategy, Kao's initiatives on mosquito-borne diseases began three years ago in Thailand.

"Self-protection against mosquito bites is important to prevent dengue fever. In that sense, we discovered that people's lack of awareness about dengue fever and the hazards caused by mosquitoes are challenges to overcome."

The initial "GUARD OUR FUTURE" project was launched to educate and encourage school children to learn how to protect themselves from deadly diseases. The first target was the Amata Industrial Estate, where Kao's plant is located. Dengue fever-transmitting mosquitoes are known to live in areas of increasing urbanization, and many dengue fever cases have been confirmed in the Amata Industrial Estate area. Therefore, we launched a project in collaboration with  the Department of Disease Control of the Thailand Ministry of Public Health, the Industrial Estate Authority of Thailand, the National Electronics and Computer Technology Center (NECTEC), and Amata Corporation PCL. 

Starting in February2021, Amata Industrial Estate became the pilot area for Kao to experiment with educational activities at schools in the manufacturer's proximity, in collaboration with local volunteers. Larval surveillance was implemented to monitor the presence of immature mosquitoes and to detect mosquito density and population. This helped determine measures to eliminate vector breeding and growing sites.

Kao has also developed a mosquito repellent product, Biore GUARD Mos Block Serum, based on its unique, revolutionary technology. It prevents mosquitoes from blood feeding by applying a technology to prepare the surface of the skin to make it difficult for mosquitoes to perch on it, without containing conventional chemically synthesized insect repellent ingredients. It protects against mosquitoes without being sticky and is as comfortable to apply as serum.

In February 2022, Kao donated 6.5 million Thai baht to the Thai Ministry of Public Health, including the product before its launch. In collaboration with the Ministry, we also distributed 80,000 units to hospitals in Thailand to help patients use the product in their hospitals and homes. We also helped improve systems for proper disposal of waste with the aim of raising awareness of dengue fever and reducing the presence of mosquito larvae.

In June 2022, the "Guard Our Future" program was extended to primary schools in Bangkok, in collaboration with CP Group (7-Eleven), and Don Don Donki, to donate Kao's first mosquito prevention product, "Biore GUARD Mos Block Serum," to school children and children's hospitals.

[image: ]

In 2023, schools in high-risk areas in Bangkok were selected to continue the campaign every month in cooperation with the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA), the Ministry of Education, and Takeda Pharmaceutical Company Limited. The main goal of raising children's awareness that dengue fever is close at hand and teaching them self-protection.

Furthermore, Kao continues to collaborate with Mahidol University, DDC of Thailand, and others in new attempts to investigate the number of cases of dengue fever, believing that if the outbreak of dengue fever can be predicted, it can be more reliably prevented.

"We are willing to help the people of Thailand not only by providing products, but also by continuing to engage in activities to help solve these social issues."

GUARD OUR FUTURE Project information: Kao | Saving Future Lives from Dengue Fever, an Infectious Disease Spread by Mosquitoes GUARD OUR FUTURE

For more information of Kao Group, please visit: https://www.kao.com/global/en
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                  Amazon takes aim at packaging waste                

                E-commerce giant ditching plastic air pillows in North America, with more moves to come
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                                Amazon.com, seeking to become more environmentally friendly, is replacing plastic air pillows in its North American shipments with recycled paper.
The e-commerce giant says it has already eliminated some 95% of the thin plastic cushions in its largest market and anticipates removing the rest by year-end.

It is among Amazon's biggest moves to date to stop dispatching packages with single-use plastic that, while technically recyclable in specialty facilities, more often winds up in landfills or clogging machinery in recycling centres not designed for thin film.

The next step: replacing the similarly hard-to-recycle white and blue plastic mailers with paper sleeves, said Pat Lindner, an Amazon vice-president who oversees the company's sustainable packaging initiatives.

"We're now at the stage where we're pretty confident that we're going to be able to scale that in the coming months," he said. "We're pleased with the progress we've made."

Amazon has ramped up its plastic-reduction efforts following criticism from environmental watchdogs who said the company was contributing to the tide of plastic waste finding its way into the world's oceans. At the annual shareholders' meeting in 2022, almost half of Amazon investors backed a proposal recommending that the company outline steps to reduce plastic use.

Amazon disclosed a detailed figure on a portion of its plastic use for the first time later that year, though it has stopped short of setting a public goal to entirely eliminate plastic from its operations. Amazon says it used 85,916 tonnes of single-use plastic in shipments worldwide in 2022, down 12% from the prior year.

"We, a couple years ago, really decided based on all the customer input that reducing the amount of plastics packaging was important to have on our road map," Lindner said.

The European Union earlier this year approved a new law to cut packaging waste and ban single-use plastics, such as supermarket bags for fruit and mini-shampoo bottles in hotels.

Amazon said it stopped using most plastic packaging in Europe by late 2022. Last year, the company retrofitted a warehouse in Ohio to ship products without any added plastic, using custom paper mailers and machines capable of building made-to-fit cardboard boxes around individual products.

Those materials and machines added to Amazon's costs, compared with its prior plastic-based infrastructure, Lindner said. But that was partly offset by increased automation that required less manual labor in areas of the warehouse where employees pack items in boxes.

The paper filler is likewise more expensive than the plastic air pillows, though Lindner said ditching the machines that dispensed the pillows in favour of simpler tissue-box like paper dispensers should lower Amazon's maintenance costs.

Before rolling out the paper filler, which is designed to be recyclable in curbside bins, Amazon tested the material to make sure it protected the products it was wrapped around. By many measures, paper performed better.

Clint Haynes, a vice-president with Stress Engineering Services, which Amazon paid to carry out tests, likened paper wrapping to the crumple zone in cars that absorb the shock of collisions.

The pillows, on the other hand, act as tiny trampolines when jostled in a truck rattling down a bumpy road, further bouncing the products they're meant to protect.

Plus, when they're pushed to the limit, pillows pop. Paper holds its shape. "That's a really nice attribute," Haynes said. "I get more than one big whack."


[image: ]
Packages displaying Amazon Prime logos move down a chute at a United Parcel Service facility in Louisville, Kentucky. (Photo: Bloomberg)
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                  India shuns China's calls to resume direct flights                

                Four years after flights were halted, border disputes continue to sour relations
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                                NEW DELHI - China is pressing India to restart direct passenger flights after a four-year halt, but New Delhi is resisting as a border dispute continues to weigh on ties between the world's two most populous countries, officials said.
India-China relations have been tense since the biggest military confrontation in decades on their disputed Himalayan border killed 20 Indian and at least four Chinese soldiers in June 2020. Thousands of troops remain mobilised on each side.

Since the clash, India has made it difficult for Chinese companies to invest, banned hundreds of popular apps and severed passenger routes, although direct cargo flights still operate between the Asian giants.

Direct flights would benefit both economies, but the stakes are higher for China, where a recovery in overseas travel after the Covid-19 pandemic is lagging, while India's aviation sector booms.

Several times over the past year or so, China's government and airlines have asked India's civil aviation authorities to re-establish direct air links, two people with direct knowledge of the matter told Reuters, with one saying China considers this a "big issue".

"We hope the Indian side will work with China in the same direction for the early resumption of direct flights," China's Foreign Ministry told Reuters in a statement last week, adding that resuming flights would be in both countries' interests.

But a senior Indian official familiar with India-China bilateral developments said of Beijing's desire to resume flights: "Unless there is peace and tranquillity on the border, the rest of the relationship cannot move forward."

Indian airlines are holding discussions with New Delhi, while Chinese carriers are talking to their government about resuming direct routes, said Pieter Elbers, the CEO of Indigo, India's largest airline.

India's external affairs and civil aviation ministries did not respond to requests for comment.

Beijing has repeatedly protested against India's ramped up scrutiny of Chinese businesses since 2020. The Chinese smartphone giant Xiaomi told India's government this year that "confidence building" measures were needed as component suppliers were wary about setting up in India, citing compliance and visa issues.

'Beyond our level'

Direct India-China flights peaked in December 2019, with a total of 539 scheduled flights by the likes of IndiGo, Air India, China Southern, China Eastern, Air China and Shandong Airlines, data from the aviation analytics firm Cirium shows.

Chinese carriers scheduled 371 of those flights, more than double the 168 by India's airlines.

Flights were halted four months later as the pandemic escalated. Except for a smattering of Covid repatriation flights, they have not resumed even though India lifted Covid restrictions on international air routes a year later and China lifted all Covid travel measures in early 2023.

Travellers must now change planes either in Hong Kong, which has a separate aviation regulator and border controls from the rest of China, or in hubs like Dubai or Singapore.

This has lengthened the India-China journey from less than six hours to upwards of 10, handing business -- including lucrative through traffic to the United States -- to carriers like Emirates, Singapore Airlines and Cathay Pacific.

The recovery in Chinese overseas travel is lagging due to rising costs and difficulties in securing visas for the world's top spenders on international tourism and airlines.

Elbers said a recent interview in Dubai: "When the time is right and the governments come to a mutual understanding of how to move forward, we'll assess the market."

IndiGo flies seven times a week on the Delhi-Hong Kong route, where passengers can connect to mainland China.

Air India CEO Campbell Wilson said direct India-China flights "would seem to be a huge potential market" but for now there are factors at play "beyond our level".
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                  PM to discuss handout with central bank chief                

                Srettha admits he and Bank of Thailand governor have difference of opinion about costly programme
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                                Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin says he has yet to discuss the government's 500-billion-baht handout with Bank of Thailand governor Sethaput Suthiwartnarueput after the latter repeated his opposition to the project.
The prime minister acknowledged on Thursday that he and the central bank governor had a difference of opinion that would have to be discussed.

He was responding to comments Mr Sethaput made in an interview with Bloomberg, in which he said he saw no need for such a large across-the-board economic stimulus.

The government plans to hand out 10,000 baht in digital money to each of about 50 million Thais later this year.

Mr Sethaput has suggested that the handout be limited to the country's 15 million welfare cardholders. 

Mr Srettha said on Thursday that the handout project would stimulate economy at the regional level because recipients would be required to spend the money in their home districts.

"When the project launch date is clear, I believe that industries and SMEs will speed up production to meet this purchasing power. This will stimulate the economy," the prime minister said.

The opposition warned the government of the high risk of excessive borrowing, largely due to the cost of the digital wallet programme, as the debate on the fiscal 2025 budget began in parliament on Wednesday.

Asked if the handout would affect the government's debt repayment ability in the future, Mr Srettha said the short-term economic stimulus would precede other stimulus policies that would draw investment from multinational companies.

Then there would be employment and industrial upgrades that would increase gross domestic product, and consequently the government could cover its obligations, he said.



	Commentary: Digital wallet hits another snag
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                  Cyberattack shuts thousands of US car dealers                

                System widely used for everything from tracking sales to scheduling maintenance
              

                                  
                    
                      [image: Vehicles are seen outside a Ford dealership in Colma, California. (Photo: Bloomberg)]
                                              
                          Vehicles are seen outside a Ford dealership in Colma, California. (Photo: Bloomberg)                        

                                          

                  

                                Thousands of car dealerships across the United States ground to a halt during a normally busy holiday on Wednesday after a cyber incident at CDK Global, a major software provider for dealers.
The company "shut all systems down and executed extensive testing and consulted with external third-party experts", Tony Macrito, a CDK spokesman, said in an email.

The company's core product -- a dealer management system -- and its digital retailing solutions have been restored, and CDK is testing all other applications and will provide updates as it brings them back online, Macrito said.

Wednesday, June 19, commemorating the end of slavery in the US, is celebrated as the "Juneteenth" public holiday.

CDK's systems, which many car dealerships rely on to conduct almost all of their normal business, first went down around 2am Eastern time, said Brad Holton, vice-president of Proton, a cybersecurity firm that serves dealers and the auto industry.

He said CDK provided little information on what caused the outage that effectively shuttered many dealerships. Some were unable to function at all and others were forced to resort to paper record-keeping for routine services like oil changes, Holton said.

A BMW dealership in New York City told customers that it was forced to halt all new business, including scheduling appointments or car servicing. When asked how long its operations may be disrupted, a customer care representative for the store responded, "I truly have no idea."

Other dealerships also struggled to do business. "We can't access customer records, can't set certain appointments. We can't even print a repair order," said Claire Glassmire, a receptionist at Barbera's Autoland in Philadelphia. Employees have been using workarounds all day, said Glassmire, adding that "all our hands are tied".

Proton's Holton said some CDK functions began to come back online on Wednesday afternoon, but others remained down and the restored services weren't fully operational.

A spokesperson for Toyota Motor Corp said the issue had been resolved and there was almost no impact to the Japanese automaker's dealer network. Subaru said no impact had been reported.

"Dealers are very committed to protecting their customer information," said Mike Stanton, president and chief executive of the National Automobile Dealers Association, adding that they are "seeking information from CDK to determine the nature and scope of the cyber incident so they can respond appropriately".

CDK provides dealerships with services including online appointment-scheduling, electronic-signature capabilities and messaging tools between divisions, according to its website.
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                  Singapore says banks pose highest laundering risk                

                City-state continues to tighten controls in light of recent arrests and court cases
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                                SINGAPORE - The banking sector in Singapore, including wealth management, poses the highest money laundering risk in the city-state, the government said in a risk assessment report published on Thursday.
Banks had higher exposure to money laundering threats and could be more easily exploited due to the sheer volume of transactions they handle and their exposure to customers from high-risk jurisdictions, the Monetary Authority of Singapore, the home affairs and finance ministries said in a statement.

The findings in the updated report will guide ongoing efforts to ensure that Singapore's anti-money laundering regime "keeps pace with the identified risks", the report said.

The report comes after Singapore busted a $2.2-billion money laundering ring run by foreigners, with the last of 10 offenders sentenced on June 10.

The criminals held money in bank accounts in Singapore and converted some into real estate, cars, handbags and jewellery.

Since the case emerged last year, the government has set up an inter-ministerial panel to review the anti-money laundering regime and sharpened their policing of the inflows of wealth and wealthy individuals.

In the new risk assessment report, Singapore said its key money laundering threats stemmed from fraud -- particularly cyber-enabled fraud -- organised crime, corruption, tax crimes and trade-based money laundering.

The report also identified new risk sectors not included in the last report. These are digital payment token services providers and precious stones and precious metal dealers.

"Singapore's position as an international financial centre and as a trading and transit hub with a highly externally oriented economy exposes it to the risks of criminals exploiting our economic openness, financial system and business infrastructure to launder or move illicit funds and assets," the joint statement said.

Singapore has benefited from strong inflows of wealth into Asia due to its political stability, low taxes, and policies favourable towards family offices and trusts.

The Asian financial hub had assets under management of S$3.6 trillion in 2022. As at end 2022, 76% of the assets under management by Singapore-based entities originated from outside Singapore.

The number of family offices, or one-stop firms that manage the portfolios of the wealthy in the city-state, rose to around 1,400 last year from 1,100 a year earlier, according to government statistics.
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                  Hong Kong's WeLab eyes Southeast Asia digital banks                

                With about 700 million people creating strong demand for financial technology', the region will be a growth engine for WeLab, says CEO
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                                HONG KONG - WeLab, a Hong Kong-based fintech unicorn backed by billionaire Li Ka-shing, is exploring the idea of setting up digital banks across Southeast Asia and providing its technology services to conglomerates in Malaysia, Vietnam, Thailand and the Philippines.
The expansion plan forms part of the target the company set last year to grow its users to 500 million by 2032, according to founder Simon Loong.

"WeLab is actively exploring different opportunities in Southeast Asia markets by applying for new licences, forming partnerships with other companies and selling our technology services to other companies," Loong said in a media briefing on Tuesday.

"With about 700 million people in Southeast Asia creating strong demand for financial technology, we believe the expansion of our digital banking services and technology export services will be the key growth engine for WeLab."

Last August the start-up signed an agreement with HSBC to explore a partnership in Malaysia that would allow WeLab to provide its technology support to the lender's Malaysian units.

The group's new digital bank in Indonesia, Bank Saqu, has secured a million users since its launch in November.

Loong said the group has now served 1.7 million customers in Indonesia, Hong Kong and mainland China.

"Over 60% of Bank Saqu's customers are individuals who are entrepreneurs. Many youngsters in those countries are doing part-time jobs such as food delivery, online retailing or on-demand driving services," Loong said. "They need digital banking services to manage their online payments and the many banking transactions need."

He believes Saqu, which means "pockets" in the local language, can go on to serve over 200 million Indonesians in the long term.

Co-founded by Loong in 2013, WeLab is a home-grown unicorn that has expanded rapidly in Hong Kong, mainland China and Indonesia in digital banking and online lending services.

The company attracted early investment from the likes of tycoon Li Ka-shing's Tom Group, ING Bank, Sequoia Capital and Allianz Group's digital investment unit.

Chan Ka-keung, WeLab Bank chairman and Hong Kong's former secretary for financial services and the treasury, said the success of WeLab showcases the city's fintech development.

"Hong Kong was the first to introduce digital banking in Asia. The successful launch of the eight virtual banks in the city has now led other Southeast Asian countries to plan to issue digital banking licences of their own," Chan said.

The Hong Kong Monetary Authority issued eight virtual bank licences in 2019 to inject innovation and competition into the industry. They started operating the following year and are not allowed to have physical branches.

They had 2.2 million customers between them last year, up 20% from 2022, according to the HKMA. The authority plans to rename virtual banks as "licensed digital banks" to boost confidence.

"Hong Kong is successful in promoting fintech and digital banking because our government, regulators and industry players work together to introduce new policies to promote the sector," Chan said.

WeLab applied to list its shares in Hong Kong in July of 2018 before shelving the plan because of market volatility. Loong has no intention of trying again in the near future.

"We want to wait until the initial public offering markets improve further, and we also want WeLab to grow further before we will consider it," he said.
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                                Lazada Group has denied rumour that it is in talks with Central Group and Charoen Pokphand (CP) to sell its stake in Lazada Thailand.
"Lazada Group is not considering any divestment of our business in Thailand and is not in discussion with any investors on this topic. Any rumors stating otherwise are untrue," according to Lazada spokesperson.

Earlier an industry source familiar with Alibaba and the e-commerce industry said Alibaba is in talks with Central Group and CP to sell its stake in Lazada Thailand, following intensifying competition in the local market.

"There are several rumours Alibaba would like to sell Lazada as the e-marketplace segment faces intense competition from Shopee and fast-rising TikTok," said the source.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/2814529/lazada-denies-rumour-of-sale-talks



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Lampang carriages lack giddy up and go                

                              

                                  
                    
                      [image: A horse-drawn carriage stops at Phra Kaeo Don Tao Suchadaram Temple in Lampang.]
                                              
                          A horse-drawn carriage stops at Phra Kaeo Don Tao Suchadaram Temple in Lampang.                        

                                          

                  

                                The iconic horse-drawn carriage of Lampang could soon face extinction as tourism revenue in the province is too weak to entice new generations to inherit the business, according to the Tourism Council of Lampang.
In the first four months of this year, Lampang registered 559,892 visitors, down 0.52% year-on-year, with only 35,131 foreign travellers.

Lampang's tourism income for the period increased by 3.09% to 1.8 billion baht, with 1.62 billion derived from Thai travellers.

Lampang province earned 5.36 billion baht in tourism revenue last year, 38th in the country, while neighbouring Chiang Mai was fourth with 89.2 billion baht in revenue.

Waleerat Wiphasrinimit Lines, president of the council, said the number of horse-drawn carriages in the province tallies about 100, unchanged for several years, even before the pandemic.

The existing fleet is moderate for tourism demand, but the more critical problem is a lack of drivers, as most of them are 40-50 years old, said Mrs Waleerat.

The children of these drivers are not interested in continuing this cultural heritage because of unstable, low income compared with other occupations, she said.

The rate for a short sightseeing trip is 300 baht, while a long trip costs 400 baht, said Mrs Waleerat.

Even though tourists who visit Lampang still want to ride on horse-drawn carriages, the job is unattractive to younger people, she said.

"We're trying to support young drivers, not only to stimulate income, but also to make them proud of preserving the provincial cultural heritage. Not everyone can become a driver, as the job also requires taking good care of the animals," said Mrs Waleerat.

Last year the province hosted its first Lampang Carriage Carnival, in a bid to create more robust tourism revenue using its cultural identity, keeping this transport option alive.

She said each key tourism province in the North already established  an annual event to draw visitors,  such as the floral expo in Chiang Mai, which stimulated 80 million baht in annual spending per year. The Thailand Biennale in Chiang Rai 2023  contributed 100 million baht to the province.

The Tourism Authority of Thailand arranged a meeting between the public and private sectors of five northern provinces earlier this month to solve obstacles for second-tier tourism cities, with the Tourism Council of Lampang raising the carriage issue to Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin.

The council was told the government would support the carnival, starting from this year, which is scheduled for Aug 9-12. However, the council and the Lampang Carriage Association did not receive an additional budget as promised, meaning the event might have to be scaled down this year, said Mrs Waleerat.
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                                Following the recent celebrations of the same-sex marriage bill, the Thai Content Promotion Association believes Thai LGBTQ-related content has potential for growth if supported by the government, says Worarit Ninklom, a member of the drama and TV subcommittee under the National Soft Power Strategy Committee.
On Tuesday, an upper house meeting passed the final reading of the marriage equality law, making Thailand the first Southeast Asian country to recognise the act.

Mr Worarit, who is also a board member of the Thai Association of Boys Love Content, said Thai LGBTQ series and films remain in demand by the market.

"Thai LGBTQ content has become increasingly popular domestically and internationally because of attractive characters and storylines that present love in school, at working age, or even in the fantasy genre, catering to all viewers' demands," he said.

Mr Worarit said the association estimates that trading on the broadcast distribution rights and other related activities and merchandise of LGBTQ content was worth at least 1 billion baht during the period 2021 to 2023.

The association estimates there are more than 80 LGBTQ series produced each year, with many of them being distributed with the right to broadcast them overseas, while some are on an OTT platform, such as iQIYI, which is China's leading on-demand video streaming platform, he said.

Mr Worarit said he believes the value of the content market will increase, but did not provide an estimate.

The main export markets for Thai LGBTQ content are Japan, Taiwan, Hong Kong, the Philippines and Indonesia, he said.

While the demand for LGBTQ series in China remains strong, China strictly censors LGBTQ content and does not legally recognise same-sex couples.

Future markets would include South Asian countries and Latin America, said Mr Worarit.

While demand for LGBTQ content remains strong, there are challenges ahead, he said.

Mr Worarit said advertising spending among creative industries has decreased.

Many private sectors are opting for experienced or well-known production houses, which left newcomers struggling to locate a sponsor.

Moreover, the streaming platforms have also tightened their criteria for production cooperation.

"They are searching for experienced production houses, which poses a formidable challenge for newcomers," said Mr Worarit.

Mr Worarit said the government could also play a major role in supporting the creative industry by promotiing Thai content in the international market

The government could help the LGBTQ content industry by subsidising the costs of overseas exhibitions or business matching events as well as the establishment of a focal agency to sell content in the international market.

"The existence of LGBTQ content is a reflection of society as it helps people in society understand the changing social values and such content also helps generate income back into the economy," said Mr Worarit.
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									The hazard of lower interest rates								

															

																When interest rates decline and stabilise, financial-market participants tend to take on greater leverage and risk. The challenge for regulators, then, is to prevent those risks from becoming systemic and causing a broader economic crisis.
Capital markets believe that interest rates are indeed on a downward path, for three reasons. First, inflation is moderating in the United States, the United Kingdom, and Europe, and there is even evidence of deflation in China. Second, global economic growth is projected to remain low over the next decade, with growth in advanced economies over the next five years falling to its lowest level in four decades. Moreover, China's contribution to global demand is set to abate, owing to unfavourable demographic trends such as a shrinking working-age population.

Lastly, many expect artificial intelligence to boost productivity, which could lead to job losses and slack in labour markets. That would cap wage inflation and strengthen expectations of lower interest rates over the long term.

Of course, other factors may still lead to upward pressure on interest rates. Deglobalisation and the return of protectionist trade barriers could push up the prices of many goods and services; and many central banks may be inclined to keep interest rates high to deter governments (especially G7 members) from increasing their borrowing and increasing their fiscal deficits. Finally, though inflation has fallen far from its pandemic peak, it remains sticky above the 2% target in the US, the UK, and Europe.

As matters currently stand, financial-market forecasters are projecting two rate cuts this year in both the UK and the EU. When rates do finally start moving down, investors will reallocate capital, which will have major implications for already elevated asset prices. With the Dow Jones Index and the FTSE 100 (UK) hitting new highs in recent weeks, moral hazard is a pertinent concern. After all, when borrowing costs fall and become more predictable, governments, corporations, and households tend to borrow more. Between 2010 and 2022, when US interest rates were effectively zero, US corporate debt rose 70%.

Public debt has been on an even more worrying trajectory. In the US, the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office projects that federal debt will grow from 99% of GDP at the end of 2024 to 116% -- a new record -- by the end of 2034. This raises concerns beyond fiscal sustainability, because growing government debt issuances may "crowd out" private-sector borrowing and raise everyone else's borrowing costs.

Lower, stable interest rates also raise the risk of asset bubbles by creating a "wall of money" in the financial system. As retail and institutional investors borrow more and seek higher yields, they will place ever-riskier bets on speculative assets such as venture capital and cryptocurrencies. And when more cash chases relatively fewer investment opportunities, the result is asset-price inflation. That is why the S&P 500 quadrupled between 2009 and 2021 when interest rates were near zero.

History is littered with examples of higher leverage leading to asset bubbles, and then to full-blown economic crises. This was what led to the 1929 Wall Street crash and Great Depression; Japan's crisis in the 1990s; the dot-com collapse in 2000; and the 2008 global financial crisis.

In the current context, two areas of regulatory concern are worth mentioning. First, multi-manager hedge funds today are larger, more systemically important, and possibly more leveraged than the funds of 20 years ago. Should a major hedge fund fail, it could have far greater spillover effects than in the past.

Second, the growth of the private credit market in recent years warrants closer scrutiny, since it is well known that leverage has been migrating away from the banking system, where regulators still have direct oversight. Consider, for example, that approximately 69% of mortgages and 70% of leveraged loans in the US are being originated outside of the banking system.

Regulators can take three pre-emptive steps to address these risks. First, they can limit risk-taking by retail investors with collateral requirements on leverage to discourage borrowing and excessive speculation. Second, they can curb institutional risk-taking in the regulated financial system by requiring global systemically important financial institutions to hold more capital against speculative investments. While capital requirements were tightened after the 2008 crisis, we may now need to go further to curb bubbles. There is also an opportunity to update accounting rules to reflect financial realities (for example, replacing held-to-maturity accounting with mark-to-market accounting for banks).

Third, regulators can impose stricter rules on the unregulated ("shadow banking") segments of the financial system. For example, hedge funds could be classified as "dealers" of government securities, which would subject them to more oversight and transparency rules. This change would echo new rules unveiled by Gary Gensler, the chair of the US Securities and Exchange Commission, in January.

On a more general note, regulators need models that better reflect and replicate the effects of the whole financial sector -- both the regulated and unregulated parts -- on the real economy. The 2008 crisis showed what excessive risk-taking in financial markets can do to growth and prosperity. A loss of GDP is felt widely across society -- whether in the form of rising unemployment or lower tax revenues to fund public goods such as health care and education -- and it also harms future generations by undercutting investment in innovation.

The moral hazard of lower interest rates could turn out to be enormously consequential. The fate of the economy -- not only of capital markets -- is in regulators' hands. They would do well to get ahead of the next speculative cycle while they still can. (c)2024 Project Syndicate




Dambisa Moyo, an international economist, is the author of four New York Times bestselling books, including 'Edge of Chaos'.
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																As the Senate election is more than halfway through, with the final voting due to take place next week, the country is set to have a new Upper House in a matter of weeks.
On Tuesday, the Constitutional Court threw out petitions claiming that four controversial sections of the Senate election law may be in breach of the charter. With such a favourable ruling, the Election Commission (EC) can proceed with the final stage of the race.

Some 3,000 applicants were shortlisted for the district- and provincial-level contests. The next voting is scheduled for June 26 at the Impact Arena in Muang Thong Thani, Nonthaburi. According to the timeline, the results are expected on July 2. Under the election rules, the 10 top candidates with the highest votes in each professional group will become senators. Another 100, or five from each group, will be placed on a list of reserves.

In recent weeks there have been numerous reports of alleged poll irregularities. There were claims of fraud or suspected poll-rigging in several areas. Some failed candidates, like former policeman Santana Prayoonrat, complained of "block voting" to give certain candidates an advantage.

Some candidates even joined the race without voting for themselves, suggesting they may have been proxies for others. There have been concerns of collusion in some areas such as Khon Kaen, as a number of contestants gave their votes to other candidates who pulled in an exceptionally high number of votes in the first round. Similar incidents were recorded in the southern province of Trang.

Those complaints demonstrate the legal loopholes in the Senate election law that fail to effectively address cronyism. Interest was low in this election, with about half of the anticipated number of candidates having applied for the race.

As a result, a number of influential people with close ties to local politicians and their networks were able to join.

The EC has organised the election in a closed system with below-par public communication. It must take the blame for the low level of public participation and the prevailing disregard over the Senate's importance in scrutinising the government's performance and in appointing independent agencies. The poll agency's harsh rules have discouraged the public from being part of such a crucial election and this makes it easy for collusion and manipulation driven by cronyism.

The EC should tackle these problems, particularly cases of poll fraud and alleged collusion, on a case-by-case basis, rather than allowing them to snowball to the point where the election is disrupted or becomes null and void.

If the process is derailed, the outgoing Senate will stay on in a caretaker capacity. With its complicated and questionable rules, the Senate election, as stipulated by the military-sponsored charter, is far from perfect.

Yet new senators must be better than their outgoing colleagues given that half of the latter were picked by the coup makers. The old Senate's role in electing a prime minister, in line with the provisional clause of the charter, was a poor compromise of democratic principles. That's out the door too.

Senate elections in this country have taken several forms -- direct, indirect and hybrid systems -- as well as appointments by the junta. The latest election may not secure an independent Senate, but it's time the country leaves the junta's legacy behind.
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																A scandal involving allegedly leaked papers and irregular scoring in a government-run Indian medical entrance exam has exposed a deeper fault line. By controlling the choice of the nation's doctors, Prime Minister Narendra Modi's administration is pushing its hard-right Hindu agenda into the heart of the nation's health and education systems.
The nationwide test conducted in May had 2.4 million aspirants jostling for 100,000 seats in the country's medical colleges. The results, when they were announced this month, were nothing less than shocking. As many as 67 students had scored perfect marks, which not more than two or three candidates achieve usually.

It doesn't end there. As Maheshwer Peri, the founder of Careers360, an information provider on higher education, said, the number of students who have scored enough for admission to a decent college has jumped threefold this year. With this kind of grade inflation, good institutions will be out of reach of many deserving candidates.

The sanctity of the examination has been hit, says the Indian Supreme Court. "We need answers for that," the judges told the lawyers for the National Testing Agency last week, after students and parents alleged that the paper had been leaked. The federal government has promised to look into any malpractices, though it insists there was no scam. Opposition parties claim that it was exactly that.

The public outrage is helping to shine a spotlight on what progressive states like Tamil Nadu have been saying since before the nationwide test was imposed on them as the sole criterion for admission into medical schools by a judicial decision in 2016. This centralised method of selecting future doctors discriminates against pupils whose parents are undereducated or can't afford expensive tutoring. The pro-rich bias works against students from rural areas, robbing them of physicians who would want to live among them.

Tamil Nadu has 11% of the country's doctors with 6% of its population, thanks to the medical colleges it directly funds. Why should it accept a dodgy test from New Delhi that drives its own underprivileged students to despair, or worse? Repeated shots at the annual exam, which is how seven out of 10 seats get filled nowadays, is a one-million-rupee (439,000 baht) investment in test-prep services, not counting the opportunity cost of sitting at home. Low-income families just can't compete.

The common test may have been designed to address the demand-supply mismatch caused by limited opportunities for professional education and the teeming multitudes of hopefuls wanting to get trained. But it is fundamentally a political project. High-schoolers in India, if they go to a private or federally controlled institution, follow a national curriculum. (The very affluent are increasingly choosing the international baccalaureate course.) However, the less well-to-do youth in state-aided schools are doing what they always have: study from books written for local students -- often in the region's language.

An exam that overlooks the differences in schooling offered by the boards of 28 states emaciates local education. It does so by creating an incentive for parents to move away from state curriculums. Which, in turn, helps the Modi government push its own narratives of the past into the classroom as history. Under his Bharatiya Janata Party, India's Islamic rulers have almost vanished from books of the central board. As have the details around the assassination of Mahatma Gandhi in 1948 -- by a Hindu nationalist. The 1992 destruction of a 16th-century mosque, now the site of a Hindu temple, has been dropped from political science textbooks of high-school seniors.

Several states follow the lead of the central board and use these texts, while others don't. Some BJP leaders have even tried to float the trial balloon of "one nation, one syllabus." In other words, the jostling over who should control the supply of doctors -- New Delhi or individual states -- isn't a contest about physics, biology or chemistry, but history.

This poses a challenge to India's south. Being in charge of local textbooks has allowed the economically more prosperous Tamil Nadu to organise its politics around a linguistic identity, shared by minorities such as Muslims and Christians, and present it as a more authentic alternative to the pro-Hindu ideology raining down from the impoverished north. So far, the experiment has been successful. The BJP didn't win a single parliamentary seat from Tamil Nadu in the recently concluded elections, which brought Mr Modi back as prime minister for a third term.

A national test is a threat to this political autonomy. Since the introduction of the competition, the graduating cohort at Tamil Nadu's state-run and government-aided schools has shrunk by 14%. Tamil-medium schools have also experienced a decline. Federal encroachment worries other southern states, too. Kerala's recently introduced gender-neutral textbooks are trying to smash ingrained ideas around patriarchy. Modernisation of attitudes could be stopped, even reversed, by homogenising education.

The world view of previous generations of Indians was shaped by texts actively promoted by a secular republic. Competition for college was always fierce. But at least the government did not require students to gloss over Gandhi's assassination to have a shot at a career.

Engineering amnesia about the past is what a nationwide medial entrance exam will achieve -- by downgrading state education boards and nudging families toward the national curriculum. That's the reason it needs to go, and not just because of allegedly leaked papers. This year's testing fiasco will no doubt crush many dreams. But if states regain the power to set their own entrance criteria, it might save many more others. (c)2024 Bloomberg

Andy Mukherjee is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist covering Asia.
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																Finally, Thailand has made history by being the first Asean country to legalise same-sex marriage, after the Senate, a very conservative Upper House, appointed by the 2014 Thai coup-maker, approved the marriage equality bill.
This has made many people overwhelmingly happy. It is undeniable that Thailand has made significant progress on social issues, especially when compared with many countries in the West. But how long will the honeymoon last celebrating LGBTQ rights in a country with a very high-level of social intolerance towards LGBTQ people?

Today, the protection of LGBTQ rights has been legalised, but the promotion of "dignity" among LGBTQ people remains a big challenge for Thailand.

Despite an overwhelming vote of 130 for, and four votes against the Marriage Equality Bill, with 18 abstentions, the last debate in the final reading in the Senate reflected a very typical view against LGBTQ rights and a societal perception which cannot simply be equated with the legal achievement and social tolerance towards the LBGTQ community.

This bill will certainly not change the anti-LGBTQ mindset in Thailand but it will promote and protect the rights of LGBTQ people here.

During the final scrutiny of the bill, Gen Worapong Sanganetra, a former chief of the Defence Forces and a senator appointed by the 2014 Thai coup-maker, strongly condemned the bill, saying it will significantly "corrode" and "destroy" traditional families by using gender neutral terms such as two "individuals" instead of a man and a woman and removing a gender-assigned legal term such as "husband" and "wife" and replacing them with neutral terms like "two individuals" and "spouses".

Senator General Worapong said the bill will not promote equality, but will instead bring male and female into the very same category as those who are classified as LGBTQ.

His implication is that LGBTQ people are simply not equal to males and females in his perceived "normal society". Indeed, this tone and argument are not surprising or unexpected because conforming to the superiority of a traditional gender identification has been one of the main obstacles for a society to embrace gender diversity and make progress in Thailand and elsewhere.

Indeed, a conservative view from the Senate is in line with a recent study on the "State of LGBTQ Rights in Thailand", led by Assistant Prof Sakol Sopitarchasak, a lecturer at Thammasat University.

His research found that despite the advancement in LGBTQ rights and a more open minded younger generation who are not opposed to the promotion of LGBTQ rights and a marriage equality bill, there were some doubtful "buts" in their answers. A large number of responders remain reluctant and not very comfortable accepting a member of their own family if they identify themselves as LGBTQ.

Therefore, celebrating the Thai LGBTQ community's legal achievement should not overshadow the difficulties that it and activists have gone through over the past two decades, during the fight for the bill.

Indeed, politicians and businesses have perceived this bill as a window of opportunity since the start, as engagement in the process was equated with increasing popularity and marketability in the Thai political and commercial marketplace. No one has missed the boat as we have observed the excitement and enthusiasms in engaging with and getting involved in "Thailand Pride" in the past few years. It has been a MUST-GO event for most public figures.

In many villages in Isan, in Thailand's northeastern region, LGBTQ people still struggle to be accepted and given their dignity, and not treated as a commodity that can generate money.

How much can the Pheu Thai Party-led government ensure that LGBTQ people can live with dignity, when Isan remains crucial to the future of the party?

With its bid to promote "soft power", the party focuses on enhancing economic prosperity with very little attention to the promotion of "values".

Younger demographic groups however are very receptive towards human rights issues as set in the UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights: "All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights."

Living a life with dignity in rural Thai villages is not what one can often experience, regardless of one's sexual orientation. Thus, the government's determination to educate wider society is crucial to promoting a better understandings about "dignity and rights".

In September 2023, Thailand announced its candidacy for the UN Human Rights Council for the 2025-2027 term, highlighting the government's commitment to "advancing democracy and human rights..."

The legalisation of same sex marriage is a historic move, reflecting advancement in society, whereas the structure of power is largely controlled by conservative elements, which is well received by international communities.

Nevertheless, rights in the daily life of ordinary Thais still cannot be taken for granted, especially outside Bangkok.

The legalisation of the Same Sex Marriage Bill can only help facilitate Thailand's bid to sit on the UN Human Rights Council, but it is not a green light to do so. With such an achievement in advocating LGBTQ rights, Thailand must take this opportunity to demonstrate its commitment to promoting the "dignity and rights" of LGBTQ people at home and abroad.

This will not only enhance the country's international reputation but it can also promote a dignified life for LGBTQ people in Thailand.




Titipol Phakdeewanich is a political scientist at the Faculty of Political Science at Ubon Ratchathani University.
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																In recent years, governments in low- and middle-income countries have been experimenting with ways to alleviate the financial burden of high out-of-pocket costs for health care, which account for 40% of households' catastrophic health spending. To ensure universal access, they are gradually shifting away from public provision of health care to publicly funded insurance that covers treatment at private facilities.
India is a prime example. Since the mid-2000s, the central government and various states have introduced such insurance programmes in an effort to expand health-care access in low-income communities.

These kinds of public-private partnerships (PPPs) have long been integral to health-policy discussions in developing countries. Given that building physical infrastructure is often costly and plagued by bureaucratic delays, political favouritism, and budgetary constraints, national and subnational governments across Asia, Africa, and South America have implemented health-insurance schemes that enable low-income families to receive private care at substantially or fully subsidised prices.

The success of these programmes varies by country and depends on their design and local context. For example, China and Vietnam are often cited as success stories, with nearly 100% and 80% of their populations, respectively, covered by some health insurance scheme as of 2016. But while out-of-pocket expenses for tertiary care in China have increased, they have decreased following the PPP programme's expansion in Vietnam. India's approach is similar to Vietnam's, focusing on providing the poorest communities with free access to government-funded insurance.

Fully subsidised insurance can improve health outcomes by providing access to private facilities and freeing up space in public hospitals. Yet, despite numerous free insurance programmes and high out-of-pocket expenditures, adoption rates in India remain low. Estimates based on data from India's National Family Health Survey show that just 41% of Indian households have some form of health insurance. And even those who are covered seem to have little understanding of how these programmes work.

This underscores the importance of the unique context of developing countries, where informal risk-sharing networks traditionally help mitigate the impact of health shocks. In rural areas, households often rely on their local communities and even join groups whose members pool money for health emergencies. Some studies show that the presence of these informal groups can reduce the willingness to pay for formal insurance. While this suggests that informal insurance crowds out formal schemes, our research shows that informal networks might actually facilitate the widespread adoption of government-provided plans. For example, the support of such networks can make it easier for people to travel to remote hospitals.

That said, governments must assess whether the PPP model is the best way to deliver health-care services. The Covid-19 pandemic has shown that health is a public good with many positive externalities and that in some cases, direct public provision might be the only feasible option. Even in less extreme circumstances, it is crucial to understand whether the money spent on one type of programme could have been used more effectively elsewhere.

In an ongoing study, we examine the complex implications of the PPP model for health-care access. In theory, if the private system is better than or as good as the public one, health outcomes might improve. But if the public system is better than its private counterpart, overall health outcomes might be adversely affected. For example, one area where India consistently lags behind its peers is maternal and child health, partly owing to the low rate of hospital deliveries, which in turn can be attributed to the high cost of private services and long wait times in overcrowded government facilities. If private care were subsidised, more women might choose to deliver their babies in private hospitals instead of non-institutional settings like their homes.

We find that women often switch from public to private facilities for childbirth following the introduction of a formal health-insurance programme. Moreover, such programmes lead to a decrease in out-of-pocket expenses, suggesting that individuals who previously paid for private care can now access it at a subsidised rate. Households located far from hospitals, however, remain unaffected by such programmes.

Recent estimates from India's National Health Accounts reveal two significant trends: a massive decline in government spending on tertiary health care and a sharp increase in the government's social security expenses, including social health insurance. This reflects the country's shift from direct public provision to the PPP model for tertiary health care.

But if there are too few private facilities, reduced government spending could force people to travel longer distances to access health care. Our findings suggest that in Andhra Pradesh, where hospital density is among the highest in India, the difficulty of getting to a hospital -- whether monetary or otherwise -- affects insurance adoption rates, even when insurance is fully subsidised.

By contrast, Vietnam's success in achieving universal coverage can be partly attributed to substantial public investment in hospitals and health centres.

If India's new social insurance policy leads to the establishment of private hospitals, it could expand access to tertiary health care and offset reduced government spending. However, if the growth of these facilities is concentrated in urban areas, far fewer people will benefit. To make essential health-care services accessible to all, it is not enough to foster PPPs. It is also crucial to ensure that private hospitals are accessible in all parts of the country. (c)2024 Project Syndicate




Titir Bhattacharya is a research fellow at the University of Warwick. Tanika Chakraborty is an associate professor at the Indian Institute of Management Calcutta.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/2813559/going-private-in-poorer-countries



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									UN top council slams N Korea's rights record								

															

																North Korea's ongoing human rights violations were slammed and shamed by most members of the UN Security Council in a meeting last week. In a powerful briefing by both diplomats and a high profile North Korean political defector, the 15-member council underscored the noxious relationship between the regime's massive military buildups at the expense of both its population's human rights and physical well being -- namely access to sufficient food and nutrition.
Gumhyok Kim, while a North Korean student in China in 2011, became increasingly disillusioned about his country's communist regime. Though a privileged student studying abroad, he told the UN Security Council that: "I realised that the Kim family that I had wanted to serve were not my heroes, but dictators denying countless people's freedom just to build their own power."

After he and a group of like-minded dissident students were discovered, he decided to escape to South Korea for freedom. The others in his group never made it.

"If they developed the economy instead of missiles, there would be no need for any North Koreans to starve to death," he told delegates, pointing out that "if North Korea were a normal state, it would contribute to world peace rather than threatening it."

Gumhyok Kim implored the international community to: "Please stand on the side of the North Korean people, not the dictatorship."

Political repression, control of people's movements and a suffocating surveillance state remain the cornerstones of the Pyongyang regime, under Kim Jong-un's leadership.

Volker Turk, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, addressed the "unmitigated suffering" in this East Asian country.

"Today the DPRK is a country sealed off from the world. A stifling claustrophobic environment, where life is a daily struggle devoid of hope," he stressed, referring to the country's official name the Democratic People's Republic of Korea.

Mr Turk described the DPRK -- as a "landscape of misery, repression, fear, hunger and hopelessness", which is "profoundly alarming".

South Korea, the president of the Security Council for the June session, put forth a number of social political initiatives; The political trails and tribulations of their fellow Koreans in North Korea, was a key human rights theme.

China and Russia opposed discussing human rights in the council meeting, calling for a vote to block these proceedings. However, their motion was defeated by the other members. Nonetheless the blocking moves by Moscow and Beijing all but assured that any formal council resolution, or even a watered-down presidential statement, would be vetoed.

South Korea's ambassador Joonkook Hwang warned, "the Democratic People's Republic of Korea's obsessive pursuit of nuclear weapons and its Orwellian control of its people have one single root cause: the survival of its peculiar regime, regardless of the cost".

He went on to say that the country is run by "a bizarre family cult dynasty".

Ambassador Hwang added, "North Korea is like a two-headed chariot driven by nuclear weapons and human rights violations. If human rights violations stop, nuclear weapons development will also stop."

North Korea's nexus of political repression, weapons proliferation and threats to international peace and security was well stated by US UN Ambassador Linda Thomas-Greenfield who said, "This repression and totalitarianism, proliferation and gamesmanship, makes each and every one of us less safe."

She added, "The efforts by both Russia and China to block this meeting today is another effort to support the DPRK, and is also emboldening their actions."

Japan's delegate, Yamazaki Kazuyuki, asserted, "The intertwining of human rights violations with international peace and security cannot be more obvious in the case of North Korea."

He said that food security for the North Korean population remains dire and noted that nearly half its population, a staggering 12 million people, is under-nourished.

Russian President Vladimir Putin is set to visit Pyongyang to reinforce the political and military relationship with the isolated North Korea. Russia has tried to rekindle the once close strategic ties between the two rogue regimes. North Korea sends conventional artillery munitions and missiles to support Russia's war in Ukraine.

But it's the provocative and witheringly expensive nuclear and ballistic missile programme which has put North Korea's pampered military ahead of its downtrodden population. The North Korean regime has long stressed neutrons for military development over nutrition for its own people. Not much seems to be changing.



John J Metzler is a United Nations correspondent covering diplomatic and defence issues.
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									Boat saga hard to take								
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																The public has already heard numerous examples of criminal evidence vanishing from police custody but the recent case of three oil-smuggling boats that disappeared from a police pier in Chon Buri is too preposterous to process.
The case is a slap in the face that risks burying trust in the Royal Thai Police (RTP). The three large vessels that were confiscated -- loaded with 330,000 litres of contraband diesel -- had been docked at the marine police pier in Chon Buri's Sattahip district since March.

On June 12 they vanished from the dock along with 15 crew members who had been charged with smuggling oil and then subsequently released on bail. The government on Tuesday recovered the ships with eight crew members near the maritime border with Malaysia and towed them back to Songkhla province. Almost all 330,000 litres of diesel oil -- worth about 10 million baht -- had been siphoned off, while five other crew remain at large.

Before this shocking case, we have read many reports of confiscated evidence vanishing from police custody, such as guns, phones and even vehicles. A pickup truck confiscated at a police station in Sa Kaew province last year was among the cases that drew headlines when it went missing. A police probe later found it had been towed to a recycling shop nearby and dismantled to be sold as scrap metal, with the engine also removed and sold. After he was arrested, the shop owner confessed he had paid officers at the station 30,000 baht to get his hands on the vehicle.

Three years ago, 31 confiscated motorcycles went missing from another station in Na Thawi district in Songkhla province. To date, only one officer there has faced a probe after he was found to have sold one of the bikes back to its former owner.

However, the most notorious case involved the theft of jewels from Saudi Arabia that marred diplomatic ties between Thailand and the Saudis for around three decades after bracelets and rings were confiscated by the police and then went missing. What is even more shocking is that some of these "valuable items" were later found and returned to Saudi Arabia's royal family -- only to prove to be replicas of the originals.

A report from the State Audit Office in 2020 ordered police to overhaul documentation and safety measures to better protect criminal evidence. The office even launched audits at some police facilities and checked into various complaints. The report confirmed that a significant amount of criminal evidence had in fact disappeared from police custody. The office recommended the RTP improve their ability to protect such valuable evidence by appointing key people to oversee it at each station, while also tightening security at safekeeping sites. As one such measure, it urged the RTP to ensure officers send any confiscated money to the Ministry of Finance with the utmost haste, instead of leaving caches of cash in police custody given the temptation some may feel to illegally profit from it.

The police tend to handle cases of missing evidence, such as the three boats once laden with oil, in a bureaucratic manner, promising to launch new probes and often, transferring a few rank-and-file officers to other or inactive posts. The police chief clearly needs to solve this problem at a fundamental level. The State Audit Office has provided specific recommendations and they need to be followed. Leaving such problems unchecked will surely encourage more unscrupulous officers to profit from disposing of criminal evidence -- resulting in a double injustice to society.
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									The economic benefits of cannabis								
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																Thailand is at a crossroads between accepting cannabis as a new kind of product or restricting its usage only to medical needs. Social views are divided: one side focuses on the negative effects on society, such as negative impacts on family and community relationships, while the other side stresses the positive effects, including easier and cheaper access for medical uses and contributions to the economy in terms of production, employment, and tourism-related activities.
This article is based on research conducted by the Thailand Development Research Institute (TDRI) which examines the economic benefits of cannabis legalisation. This research is one side of the story, complementing two related research works that focus on the social and health impacts of cannabis legalisation. Both previous articles have been published in this column. So, we suggest readers read all three, in order to get well balanced information.

Indeed, the economic benefits of cannabis legalisation start with its production. Cannabis cultivation requires investment in greenhouse construction, quality control systems, watering and fertilisation, strain selection, and harvesting. It creates an economic value chain through intermediate production activities, where parts of the cannabis plant (root, leaves, flower, for example) are processed into consumer products such as soap, shampoo, or food and beverage ingredients. Some parts are ground and extracted for direct consumption, involving trading activities and retail shops.

Our research team has explored the cannabis market and identified six major groups of cannabis products: 1. flowers, 2. cannabis accessories and gadgets, 3. household-use cannabis, 4. alternative medical products, 5. ready-to-eat products (under Food and Drug Administration regulations), and 6. non-regulated products like jellies, brownies, and cookies. These products constitute the main segments of the cannabis economy at the moment.

For the intermediate production activities, enterprises investing in cannabis plantations under the guidance of the Public Health Ministry can be divided into two groups: those selling flowers and those selling processed products, such as THC oil, including the famous extracted oil developed by civic leader Decha Siripat, a medicinal cannabis advocate. Cannabis leaves are active ingredients for Sooksaiyat insomnia treatment drugs, while roots are extracted for muscle pain relief balm.

The other major economic activity is trading via retail shops. Based on our survey, cannabis shops are concentrated in major and tourist cities like Bangkok, Phuket, Pattaya, Chiang Mai, and Krabi. Products range from dried flowers and cannabis accessories to edibles like jellies, brownies, and cookies. Notably, about 90% of consumers are foreigners with high purchasing power.

In terms of direct economic value, we find that the use of cannabis flowers and medical products are the most popular modes of consumption. It is estimated that the use of only 10% of registered cannabis plantations may generate 20 billion baht for the market, while the sale of cannabis-related products, such as grinders, pipes, rolling papers, bongs, and cannabis-mixed desserts, will add another 500 million baht in value. However, some of the cannabis-related products are imported and may not be counted as part of the Thai economy.

We also examine indirect economic impacts, which are measured as expenses in cannabis planting, from greenhouse construction and control systems to electricity, fertilisation, and soil management. These can be divided into two modes: cannabis investment, costing about 2,000 baht per plant, and expenses for cannabis growing, with farmers spending 1,000 baht per plant. Altogether, these expenses could generate returns of up to 3.5 billion baht per year.

Another economic benefit of interest is the spillover effects in the long run, defined as the induced demand from cannabis activities to their upstream economy. Based on our input-output analysis, cannabis activities induce upstream expenses of up to 10 billion baht in total, or 2.88 times the cost of cannabis planting. It also helps create jobs for at least 8,300 people and generates around 303 million baht in corporate tax.

To put it simply, on the benefit side, cannabis decriminalisation can generate considerable economic value. However, it also creates negative impacts on the economy and society. Therefore, it needs rules and regulations to properly govern cannabis use to minimise negative impacts. If that is the case, society can truly benefit from cannabis liberalisation.

It should be noted that cannabis shops established right after decriminalisation sold products at high prices. However, as more shops opened, prices contracted, and only 25% of those in the market are able to make a profit. In other words, the market for cannabis is still very volatile, and our estimates are subject to uncertainties regarding market conditions. Nevertheless, these are our best estimates based on the latest available data.



Sutthida Lertrujwanich, Nonarit Bisonyabut and Watcharin Tantisan are researchers at the Thailand Development Research Institute. This article is part of a 'research plan on health, economic and social impacts from cannabis and related products' supported by the committee on research guidelines to national crisis management with regard to cannabis, the Office of Thailand Science Research and Innovation. Policy analyses from the TDRI appear in the 'Bangkok Post' on alternate Wednesdays.
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									Ripe time to allow AI whistleblowers speak out								
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																Here's an AI advancement that should benefit all of us: It's getting easier for builders of artificial intelligence to warn the world about the harms their algorithms can cause -- from spreading misinformation and displacing jobs, to hallucinating and providing a new form of surveillance. But who can these would-be whistleblowers turn to? An encouraging shift toward better oversight is underway, thanks to changes in compensation policies, renewed momentum to speak out among engineers and the growing clout of a British government-backed safety group.
The financial changes are the most consequential. AI workers suffer from the ultimate First World problem, in that they can make seven or eight figures in stock options if they stick it out with the right company for several years, and if they also keep quiet about its problems when they leave. Get caught speaking out, according to recent reporting by Vox, and they lose the chance to become millionaires. That has kept many of them silent, according to an open letter published this month by 13 former OpenAI and Google DeepMind employees, six of whom remained anonymous.

OpenAI's response to such complaints has been encouraging. It not only apologised, but said it would free most of its past employees from those non-disparagement requirements. Daniel Kokotajlo, a former OpenAI employee who admirably refused to sign the gag order and stood to lose US$1.7 million (62.5 million baht -- the majority of his net worth, according to the New York Times), will now be able to liquidate his shares and get that money, his lawyer, Lawrence Lessig, tells me.

The heartening development here isn't that already-well-paid AI scientists are getting more money or protecting their lucrative careers, but that a powerful motivator for keeping silent is no more, at least at OpenAI. Mr Lessig, who met with more than half a dozen former OpenAI employees earlier this year to hammer out a series of pledges that AI-building companies should make, wants at least one AI firm to agree to all of them.

That's probably a tall order. But decoupling non-disparagement agreements from compensation is a promising first step, and one that other Big Tech companies, who employ more than 33,000 AI-focused workers today, should follow if they don't have such a policy in place already. Encouragingly, a spokeswoman for OpenAI-rival Anthropic says the company doesn't have such controversial gag orders in place.

Those companies should do more by making it easier for whistleblowers to sound the alarm. OpenAI has said it has a "hotline" available to its engineers, but that doesn't mean much when the line only goes to company bosses.

A better setup would be an online portal through which AI engineers can submit concerns to both their bosses and people outside the company who have the technical expertise to evaluate risks. Absent any official AI regulators, who should be that third party? There's, of course, existing watchdogs like the US Federal Trade Commission and Department of Justice, but another option is Britain's AI Safety Institute (AISI).

Bankrolled by the UK government, it's the world's only state-backed entity that has managed to secure agreements from eight of the world's leading tech companies, including Alphabet Inc's Google, Microsoft Corp and OpenAI, to safety test their AI models before and after they're deployed to the public.

That makes Britain's AISI the closest equivalent to weapons inspectors in the fast-moving field. So far, it has tested five AI models from several leading firms for national-security risks.

The organisation has 30 staff members and is in the process of setting up an office in San Francisco. It pays some senior researchers around PS135,000 (6.2 million baht) a year, according to its latest jobs listings, far less than what a roughly equivalent role at Google's headquarters in Mountain View, California would pay (more than $1 million in total compensation). Even so, the organisation has managed to hire former directors of OpenAI and Google DeepMind.

It might seem awkward for Silicon Valley engineers to reach out to an organisation overseas, but there's no denying that the algorithms they're fashioning have global reach. In the short term, the UK acts as a handy midpoint between the US and Europe, or even the US and China, to mediate concerns.

The mechanisms for whistleblowing still have some way to go in AI, but it's at least a more viable option for the field than it ever was. That is a cause for celebration, and hopefully greater momentum for others to speak up too. (c)2024 Bloomberg

Parmy Olson is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist covering technology. A former reporter for the 'Wall Street Journal' and 'Forbes', she is author of 'We Are Anonymous'.
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									Second chance beckons for South Africa?								

															

																Cyril Ramaphosa is the president of South Africa again, but everything else is different. He got his job back in a vote late on Friday, but only because at the last moment he managed to cobble together a coalition that has a majority in parliament. It's so new that the coalition partners still haven't agreed on who does what in the new government.
It took so long because his African National Congress had zero experience in making coalitions. It never needed to.

Ever since the end of apartheid (white minority rule) 30 years ago, the ANC won a clear majority in every election, formed every government, and ruled alone.

This time it got only 40% of the vote, and frankly it didn't even deserve that. South African official statistics are dodgy (always a bad sign), but 45% of younger South Africans are unemployed. Gross domestic product per capita has actually fallen by a quarter in the past 15 years. This is slow-motion economic collapse, and it's the fault of the ANC.

Maybe it didn't have to be that way. The economy grew at a reasonable rate under presidents Nelson Mandela and Thabo Mbeki, but it fell off a cliff under Jacob Zuma in 2009-2018 and is still in free fall.

This April was the first month in more than a decade when there were not frequent, usually daily power cuts all over the country.

The simple explanation for this is that Mandela and Mr Mbeki were honest men who ran a tight ship, whereas under Mr Zuma fraud, theft, bribery and corruption of all sorts blossomed and flourished at the heart of government.

The more complicated truth is that the circumstances under which the ANC came to power made that kind of collapse almost inevitable.

There was plenty of corruption and venality under the old apartheid state too, but the former white rulers were prosperous people who understood how much they could cream off the state institutions without wrecking the economy. The new guys were less savvy, more brazen, and in more of a hurry.

The ANC, like most revolutionary movements, was made up of people who had sacrificed for many years -- indeed, many had died or spent decades in jail -- and they were only human. When the day of liberation finally arrived, many of the victorious survivors felt entitled to a little compensation for all those lost years.

There were white members of the ANC who also made great sacrifices, but most of them were not poor.

The great majority of the ANC's members were black Africans without much in the way of money or property, and when victory came it was a bit late in their lives to start climbing some conventional career ladder to assure their financial futures.

This didn't automatically make them corrupt, but it did incline them to look for official positions in the state apparatus -- and it did expose them to the temptation to exploit their public positions for private gain. Some resisted, and some did not.

The corruption was therefore contained under Mandela and Mr Mbeki, but exploded when Mr Zuma, himself tremendously corrupt, won first the ANC leadership in 2007 and then the presidency in 2009. (Why did so many of the ANC "cadres" vote for a man who they knew was corrupt? I leave that to your imagination.)

The deeper problem was that there was no real opposition to the ANC. It was still doing some good work -- low-cost housing, rural electrification and clean running water, for example -- so a grateful majority of South Africans kept voting for it. But the fraud went unpunished, the economic damage got worse and worse, and the public finally lost patience.

The recent election shows that the ANC's model is decisively broken. The public now holds it to account, and in practice it will have to make coalitions with other parties to form governments.

That is as it should be: thirty years as effectively a one-party state has not been good for South Africa.

The coalition that emerged last Friday is promising. The ANC's main partner is the Democratic Alliance, a party that traditionally got most of its votes from the minorities, "Coloured" (mixed-race), white and Asian, but now attracts a significant number of black African votes as well.

Equally important is the fact that neither the Marxist, anti-white Economic Freedom Fighters nor the Zulu nationalist uMkhonto we Sizwe party recently created by Jacob Zuma (both originally breakaway factions of the ANC) is in the government.

Gwynne Dyer is an independent journalist whose articles are published in 45 countries. His latest book is 'Intervention Earth', an examination of the (terrifying) state of play in the climate game, and a proposal for how to proceed. Last year's book, 'The Shortest History of War', is also still available.
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        New movies out this week: June 20-26
        New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.

      

      
        Artists reflect on humanity's impact on Earth
        Three Thai artists have joined hands to show their perspective on the negative impact humanity has on our environment during "Anthropocene", which is running at West Eden Gallery, until Aug 11.

      

      
        Experience the unseen at Bangkok Kunsthalle
        Art viewers are invited to explore the void through the art of the unseen during "Nostalgia For Unity", which is running at Bangkok Kunsthalle until Oct 31.

      

      
        A celebration of the rich culture of Isan
        "Proud Of Isan" is the theme of Isan Creative Festival 2024 to promote the rich cultural tapestry of the region, mainly in the Kungsadan, Columbo and Srichan areas of Khon Kaen province from June 29 to July 7.

      

      
        Loei gears up for Phi Ta Khon Festival
        The town of Dan Sai in Loei will host the annual Bun Luang and Phi Ta Khon Festival from July 7-9. Influenced by a Buddhist folktale, the celebration will transport worshippers back in time to when Prince Vessandorn, one of Buddha's past lives, returned to the palace after meditation. People came out to greet him at the entrance as spirits had accompanied him from the forest to the city.

      

      
        A biodiverse treasure
        It was starting to drizzle and the mountain was shrouded in a sea of mist, making it difficult to see the winding roads leading to Ang Ka Nature Trail nestled in Chiang Mai's Doi Inthanon National Park. There's something alluring about travelling in the rainy season, when the forest becomes green and provides a sanctuary from the heat.

      

      
        New releases for your streaming pleasure: June 19-25
        Looking for titles to binge-watch this weekend? Here's our pick!

      

      
        Exquisite tastes of Khao Yai
        The monsoons are the perfect season to get away to lusher, greener climates. And if you don't want to go far, Khao Yai makes a good destination for a couple of days.

      

      
        Humanity in the digital age
        The Sodsai Theatre at Chulalongkorn University will soon host an extraordinary fusion of dance, theatre and technology titled IBM 1401. This contemporary piece, directed by New York-based Thai artist Sai Somboon, delves into the complex interplay between humanity and technology.

      

      
        Citizen's Tsuyosa series celebrates Pride Month
        One of Citizen's highlights to celebrate Pride Month is the iconic Tsuyosa collection from the NJ0151-53W series, priced at 18,000 baht. This watch suits every lifestyle with its sunray rainbow blue dial, featuring multicolour tones that contrast between blue and rainbow hues. It combines contemporary sportiness with timeless elegance. With a versatile 40mm size, it is powered by Miyota's...
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									New movies out this week: June 20-26

									'Shakespeare Must Die', a Thai version of Macbeth, gets a theatrical release after an 11-year ban
								

								New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.
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 The Exorcism

Directed by Joshua John Miller.

Who's in it?

Russell Crowe, Ryan Simpkins and Sam Worthington.

What's it about?

A troubled actor begins to exhibit a disruptive behavior while shooting a horror film. His estranged daughter wonders if he's slipping back into his past addictions or if there's something more sinister at play.

Why watch it? 

Miller is son of Jason Miller, the actor who played Father Damien Karras in The Exorcist (1973).
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 Hellhound

Directed by Joshua Dixon.

Who's in it?

Sahajak Boonthanakit, Ross Cain and Tanapol Chuksrida.

What's it about?

While hunting down a brutal kingpin, one error sends an elite hitman on a downward spiral that devolves into all-out war on the streets of Thailand.

Why watch it?

Exhilarating fight scenes.
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 Shakespeare Tong Tai (Shakespeare Must Die)

Directed by Ing K.

Who's in it?

Pisarn Pattanapeeradejm and Fiona Tarini Graham.

What's it about?

A theater company stages a production of William Shakespeare's "Macbeth".

Why watch it?

A Thai vision of "Macbeth" is made at a time of grievous sociopolitical uncertainty in Thailand. At times, the filming went on as Bangkok burned during the red shirt violence of April-May 2010. The Thai government initially banned the film for fear of division and possibly inciting violent clashes between rival political groups in the country.
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 Qing chun 18x2 tong wang you ni de lu cheng (18X2 Beyond Youthful Days)

Directed by Michihito Fujii.

Who's in it?

Greg Han Hsu, Kaya Kiyohara and Hsiao-chuan Chang.

What's it about?

Ami, a Japanese backpacker, and Jimmy work together at a KTV. They bond over work and adventures, but Ami leaves suddenly. Eighteen years later, Jimmy finds a postcard from Ami, sparking a journey to Japan to find closure and reconnect.

Why watch it?

Based on a real viral travelogue blog by Jimmy Lai, who has also novelised the blog to coincide with the film's release.
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 52-Hertz Whales

Directed by Izuru Narushima.

Who's in it?

Mitsuko Baisho, Daichi Kaneko and Tori Kuwana.

What's it about?

Kiko Mishima was exploited by her own family. When she was little, her mother neglected her. After her mother remarried, Kiko Mishima was abused mentally and physically by her family that included her mother, stepfather, and younger stepbrother. She didn't belong to this family. Somehow, Kiko Mishima disconnects from her family in Tokyo and moves to a seaside town in Oita. There, Kiko Mishima meets a 13-year-old boy named Mushi. He has been abused by his mother and does not speak due to trauma from the abuse. The boy Mushi reminds Kiko Mishima of herself when she was younger.

Why watch it?

Based on novel "52 Hertz no Kujiratachi" by Sonoko Machida (published on April 18, 2020 by Chuokoron Shinsha).
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									Artists reflect on humanity's impact on Earth

									
								

								Three Thai artists have joined hands to show their perspective on the negative impact humanity has on our environment during "Anthropocene", which is running at West Eden Gallery, until Aug 11.
								Possibly referring to the 39th epoch of planet Earth, the Anthropocene is an epoch when the effects of human activity started to have significant impacts on Earth's geology, landscape, limnology and ecosystems.

In this group exhibition, the artists use different media such as painting, video art installation, and printings to show the impact of humans such as war and pollution on the environment and other life forms, and finally also on ourselves.

Pannaphan Yodmanee combines objects, natural elements such as rocks and minerals, and painted elements that recall traditional Thai art and architecture. Through her abstract works, she also explores Buddhist philosophy and cosmology.

As a conceptual artist, Phornphop Sittiruk creates sculptures and installations that require craftsmanship. He chose objects and materials in his daily life primarily with consideration of their original meanings to then add on meaning. That's why, his works have been largely influenced by his own experiences.

For Prasert Yodkaew, his work is the culmination of efforts to comprehend the transformations in nature and the environment brought about by human actions. It delves into the challenges faced by slum communities, where individuals are directly impacted by the alterations in nature stemming from underlying issues in social structures. These issues have led to abnormal changes in the natural environment.

West Eden Gallery is on Sukhumvit 31 and opens Thursday to Sunday from 11am to 6pm.

Visit westedenbkk.com.
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									Experience the unseen at Bangkok Kunsthalle

									
								

								Art viewers are invited to explore the void through the art of the unseen during "Nostalgia For Unity", which is running at Bangkok Kunsthalle until Oct 31.
								This groundbreaking exhibition features the work of acclaimed Thai contemporary artist Korakrit Arunanondchai, offering visitors an immersive artistic experience that fosters a sense of interconnectedness.

Touching on the subject of negative space, the show evokes the viewers' experience of absence. The artist considers the intangible entity that resides in his work to be a "Phoenix", with the script acting as a barrier between "things that are accepted" and "things that cannot be mentioned", which connect different dimensions of time between "people" and "things that are not seen", emphasising the importance of silence and scripts that speak of the unspoken.

These thoughts are like powerful energy, sparking conversations about the fragility and the brink of existence itself.

The hallmark themes explored in this exhibition include the overlapping of beginnings and endings, decay and rebirth, and the relationship between individual enlightenment and shared spirituality.

The history of Bangkok Kunsthalle, formerly a Thai Wattana Panich building, inspired Korakrit in his childhood before the building caught fire in 2001. He envisioned this building as a body that decays with time. His presentation is analogous to making a new heart for the original body using what remains inside the building.

The exhibition brings together an installation shaped like a stage-like mass of substance, mantras are etched into the floor, and light is filtered via stained glass and smog. The show brings back recollections of the colours of air pollution found in science fiction and present reality.

Bangkok Kunsthalle is located on Maitri Chit Road. The exhibition is open for public viewing Wednesday to Sunday from 2pm to 8pm.

Visit facebook.com/BangkokKunsthalle.
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									A celebration of the rich culture of Isan

									
								

								"Proud Of Isan" is the theme of Isan Creative Festival 2024 to promote the rich cultural tapestry of the region, mainly in the Kungsadan, Columbo and Srichan areas of Khon Kaen province from June 29 to July 7.
								In its fourth edition, the nine-day festival will take place daily from 11am to 9pm at various venues including TCDC Khon Kaen, Khon Kaen University, Columbo Creative Community, Khon Kaen Innovation Centre, Ad Lib Khon Kaen Hotel, Vector Coffee Roaster and more.

Visitors will get immersed in the region's unique and admired culture presented through over 200 programmes, covering design, arts, crafts, Isan fusion food and entertainment.

They are divided into five categories -- "Showcase And Exhibition", "Talk And Workshop", "Event And Entertainment", "D-Kak Market", and "Creative District Project", all of which are designed to serve as a platform for creativity and innovation for Isan creators and communities. Here are some of the highlight activities.

[image: ]
Molam music and dance. (Photos: Creative Economy Agency)



"Molam Music Experience" invites molam enthusiasts to step into the shoes of modern molam music and create their own unique style with the "Interactive Wall" at the Gallery of the Faculty of Fine and Applied Arts, Khon Kaen University, from June 29 to July 7.

"Molam Idol Audition", held in collaboration with Workpoint Channel 23 for the first time, is looking for the next big star in the molam music scene. It will be open on July 5 and 6 from 3pm to 7pm at the Faculty of Fine and Applied Arts Theater, Khon Kaen University.

[image: ]
Isan fashion. 



The same venue will host "Isan Short Films" featuring 12 short films by 12 teams of young filmmakers from the "Isan Summer Camp 2024: Sincere Short Film", held in collaboration with ThaiPBS, on June 30 from 1pm to 4pm. Then, cinephiles can stay put and watch five more short movies which will premiere during "Isan Full Of Stories" from 5pm to 7pm.

For avid art collectors, the festival will feature the largest art trade show in Isan, "Kupper Art Fest 2024", at Khon Kaen Innovation Centre, from June 29 to July 1.

[image: ]
The Srichan area. 



Shoppers will enjoy lifestyle products, fashion textiles, jewellery and home decorations by Isan designers at "Isan Showcase"; look for high-quality crafts and local delicacies from all over Isan at "D-Kak Market"; and witness value added products made from natural fibres by Isan talents at "Isan Fiber Lab". The three events will take place at TCDC Khon Kaen from June 29 to July 7.

Besides exploring premium ingredients from Isan at "Isan Zaap Bar" at the Gallery Room of TCDC Khon Kaen, foodies will also discover a new standard for Thai street food along Kalpapruek Road where they can indulge with convenient, clean and safe food, throughout the festival.

Visit Isancreativefestival.com or facebook.com/isancreativefestival.

[image: ]
A fabric exhibition. 
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									Loei gears up for Phi Ta Khon Festival

									
								

								The town of Dan Sai in Loei will host the annual Bun Luang and Phi Ta Khon Festival from July 7-9. Influenced by a Buddhist folktale, the celebration will transport worshippers back in time to when Prince Vessandorn, one of Buddha's past lives, returned to the palace after meditation. People came out to greet him at the entrance as spirits had accompanied him from the forest to the city.
								On the first day, the Phra Upakhut procession will head from Wat Phon Chai to the Mun River to collect white stones from the riverbed and villagers will participate in an alms-giving ceremony.

The official opening and firing of bamboo rockets will take place on the second day as folks wear colourful ghost masks to participate in a grand procession that will march from the Dan Sai District Office to Wat Phon Chai. On the last day, villagers will gather at Wat Phon Chai and listen to 13 consecutive Buddhist sermons.

Call 044-213-666 or visit facebook.com/tatnakhonratchasima.
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Dok Krachiao.



Best time to visit Sai Thong National Park

As forests in the northeastern town of Chaiyaphum are covered in a sea of mist, now until August is the best time to see dok krachiao (Siam tulips) blooming and welcoming visitors to Sai Thong National Park.

A 4km trail winds through 1,000 rai of grassland with a carpet of Siam tulips, which thrive in dry dipterocarp forests and pasturelands where they absorb moisture from the fog. There are more than 30 hues of Siam tulip here.

Pha Ham Hod is a great vantage point to take in stunning views of green alpine terrain in tambons Phraya Lae and Wichian Buri. After that, meandering paths take visitors to breathtaking cycad forests, where Siam tulips grow amidst ferns, bamboo grass and Indian head ginger.

Call 089-282-3437 or visit facebook.com/saithongofficial.
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Centara Grand offers limited-time deal

Centara Grand at CentralWorld is offering the Vibrant Escape Package in which guests can make reservations via Facebook Messenger by June 30 for a stays that end on July 31.

Guests can choose between two exceptional accommodation options: Superior Upgrade to Deluxe Room at 8,400 baht++ per night, and a Club Suite One Bedroom at 15,800 baht++ per night.

The Superior Upgrade to Deluxe Room includes daily breakfast for two at Ventisi Restaurant, while guests staying in the Club Suite One Bedroom can enjoy daily breakfast for two at either Ventisi Restaurant or the exclusive Club Lounge on the 51st floor.

The package also offers a rejuvenating 60-minute spa treatment for two, two Champagne cocktails at the Cru Champagne Bar, and 2 Feet of Tapas with two desserts at Uno Mas Restaurant, along with full Club Benefits to enhance the holiday experience.

Visit m.me/centara.cgcw.

[image: ]
'Hong Kong Disneyland 10K Weekend 2024'.



Book a Hong Kong Disneyland running package

Until June 30, KTC World Travel Service is offering Disney-themed running packages for fans to experience the "Hong Kong Disneyland 10K Weekend 2024", which is scheduled to take place between Nov 2-3.

Starting at 7,990 baht for children and 8,790 baht for adults, participants can book 3km, 5km or 10km distances. Duffy & Friends 3K, Frozen Explorers 3K, Pixar Pals 5K and Marvel Super Heroes 10K are among the options.

The package includes a Disney-themed running shirt with the runner's identification number, an exercise wristband, a medal upon crossing the finish line, a one-day theme park admission ticket and one night of accommodation.

KTC credit card holders can redeem a 1,500 baht discount with 9,999 KTC Forever points and enjoy a 0% interest payment service for six months.

Call 02-123-5050 or visit ktc.co.th/ktcworld.
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									A biodiverse treasure

									The Ang Ka Nature Trail in Doi Inthanon National Park  offers visitors a glimpse into a unique ecosystem
								

								It was starting to drizzle and the mountain was shrouded in a sea of mist, making it difficult to see the winding roads leading to Ang Ka Nature Trail nestled in Chiang Mai's Doi Inthanon National Park. There's something alluring about travelling in the rainy season, when the forest becomes green and provides a sanctuary from the heat.
								It's called Ang Ka, which means Crow Pond in Thai, since many crows come to bathe here. With its swamp ecosystem, the trail is home to more than 490 different species of bird as well as rare plants and wildlife, including sphagnum moss and stunning red rhododendron which serves as a food source for the green-tailed sunbird, ashy-throated warbler, Doi Inthanon frog and Himalayan newt. This implies that the area's water bodies and streams are of high quality.

In 2021, Doi Inthanon National Park and the Thai Rak Pa Foundation enhanced a 320m wooden boardwalk, allowing visitors to explore the 4,300-year-old primeval, evergreen forest that serves as the gateway to the Himalayan range.

There's also the Angkha Virtual 360 Degree app which educates people about the biodiverse ecosystem of the region and provides a virtual experience. Users can listen to the sounds of nature or zoom in and out to explore the dense foliage.

A map with 11 learning stations and highlights is displayed at the entrance. During on-site tours, visitors can also scan QR codes to find their way and acquire further details in Thai and English thanks to virtual reality technology.








						

							
						


While strolling through the shrubs, visitors can imagine travelling back to 1991 when Canadian zoologist Michael McMillan Walsh arrived at Doi Inthanon and spent two years creating this natural route.

A holy well is almost hidden from sight behind thick undergrowth. Its pristine waters were utilised in the sacred tradition of transporting Buddha relics from Jomthong to Chiang Mai, which dates back to 1566, and the 2019 royal coronation ceremony of His Majesty King Maha Vajiralongkorn Bodindradebayavarangkun.

The rain continued to pour and the temperatures plummeted but the path led us further down to the verdant grove of sphagnum moss (known locally as kaotok reusi), the largest non-flowering moss in the world. It grows well in cold, wet climates and stops growing in low-moisture environments, which enables it to resist drought conditions.

Thanks to its outer cells, which have the capacity to expand up to eight times and absorb 20 times their own weight in moisture, sphagnum moss can store water like a sponge and brings humidity to the forest.

Just a few steps away, it seemed like we were playing a game, looking for rhododendrons that conceal themselves. At Doi Inthanon, which is more than 1,800m above sea level, four species -- three white and one red -- are visible.

[image: ]
A viewpoint provides a stunning view of the swamp forest.



Stands of rhododendron were once predominant here, but when the temperature changed and larger trees started to block the sunlight, it became harder for them to survive. They were eventually overrun by species of hill evergreen trees that are better adapted to low light.

Rhododendrons require bright sunshine to thrive up to 12m in height. Between November and February they blossom, providing a substantial supply of nectar for blue-throated and green-tailed sunbirds.

Perched atop Thailand's highest mountain, the viewpoint here overlooks a 30 rai swamp forest featuring a wonderful combination of grasses, undergrowth, shrubs and sphagnum moss. Meanwhile, the tea-brown groundwater in this area has low acidity, thanks to the abundance of fallen biomass which can store a huge amount of carbon and prevent it from evaporating.

Visitors can then move towards the stunning cloud forest, where tree trunks and branches on all sides are covered in thick layers of epiphytes. The plants have developed this thick covering to adapt to their surroundings. Ferns, lichens and moss are examples of epiphytes that flourish in chilly, damp environments.

Situated more than 2,550m above sea level, clouds gather and supply moisture to the surrounding area while trees release water into the atmosphere and spread roots to absorb water and slow down water runoff.

[image: ]
A dense carpet of ferns, lichens and moss cover the trunks and branches of trees.



Ang Ka is a great place to see birds as green-tailed sunbirds, ashy-throated warbler, grey-sided thrush, rufous-throated partridge, pygmy cupwing, and Eurasian woodcock all build their nests here.

This swamp forest also accommodates a variety of endangered creatures, rare reptiles and amphibians including moonrat, yellow-bellied weasel, red bamboo snake, Doi Inthanon rock frog, Fea's treefrog, Inthanon litter frog and Himalayan newt.

After descending from the evergreen mountain, we continued to Kaomai Lanna Resort & Estate 1955 which is in San Patong district. Encircled with towering trees and local plants, a wide range of tempting dishes with a blend of local and Western influences are presented in the nostalgic setting of a welcoming Lanna village.

Back in 1930, British American Tobacco conducted a study on Virginia tobacco in Chiang Rai before its expertise was expanded to Chiang Mai. Traversing a narrow 300m stretch of Kao Mai Avenue transports visitors back in time to 1955, when Chao Chuen Sirorot established Mai Ping Tobacco with a row of 50 tobacco barns on this 43 rai plot of land.

[image: ]
Sphagnum moss serves as a reservoir for the forest.



This iconic route won the 2018 Unesco Asia Pacific Awards for Cultural Heritage Conservation in the New Design in Heritage Contexts category. Some of the 18 classic barns have been turned into museums, a cafe, bistro, a teahouse and 34 guestrooms to shed light on the history of the tobacco industry in Chiang Mai as well as Lanna craftsmanship that makes use of local wisdom and different materials.

"In the past, all 500 farmer families delivered their produce to us. Some 30% were given to the Tobacco Authority of Thailand and 70% went to private companies like Philip Morris. Later, the owners closed the tobacco business and started planting trees for housing projects as a result of rising fuel and wage expenses. At the same time, farmers chose to plant longan rather than tobacco. When rice, tobacco and soya beans require four months to mature in a crop rotation loop, farmers no longer want to work too hard," said Chalermpong Siriudomrit, a business development manager of Kaomai Lanna Resort.

"Capitalising on tourism to Chiang Mai, the owners transformed a tobacco barn compound into Kaomai Lanna Resort in 1997 and launched Kaomai Estate 1955 in 2016 where people of all ages can enjoy green space and history. Cutting-edge technology has been used to strengthen the building's structure, and all of the designs have been modernised while blending in with the surrounding."

The following day, we spent a few hours shopping in Jing Jai Market Chiang Mai, which is in Muang Chiang Mai. On weekends, hundreds of local designers, artists and farmers gather here to show their collections of handicrafts, Lanna-inspired fashion and accessories, ceramic tableware, handcrafted leather, silver jewellery and artworks as well as fresh produce from their farms.

[image: ]
November to February is the best time to see rhododendrons in full bloom.



After a long walking tour, I spent the afternoon unwinding at San Kamphaeng Hot Springs and took a 15-minute foot soak to relieve tense muscles. This 75 rai hot spring was developed into a tourist attraction in 1984 in collaboration between the Tourism Authority of Thailand and the Cooperative Promotion Department, before being transferred to the Treasury Department.

Situated atop the Mae Tha fault, these natural hot springs range in temperature from 100C to 105C and are connected to the natural hot springs of Chae Son National Park. In three hot springs, visitors can boil eggs.

In the upcoming year, the hot springs will undergo a massive renovation that will turn the area into a luxury Japanese-style wellness centre complete with foot spas, onsen villas and hot spring baths. Mae On Hospital will also develop a wide range of treatments using natural minerals.

On the final day, we made our way to Wat Pha Lat before leaving Chiang Mai. Surrounded by lush mountainous scenery, this ancient temple was first built in 1373 by King Kuena of the Lanna kingdom as part of a pilgrimage path to four sacred temples atop Doi Suthep, which represent the four stages of enlightenment in Buddhist beliefs.

[image: ]
Many different species of bird can be found at Ang Ka Nature Trail.



After going through several repairs, the temple was abandoned until 1972, when Phra Ajarn Pongsak Techathammo moved in. This temple was renovated by the Fine Arts Department four years ago. With an emphasis on simplicity and tranquillity to cohabit with nature, it boasts stunning Lanna colonial architectural designs set against the backdrop of a verdant mountain.

Two beautiful statues of Phaya Intathirat, which is a hybrid of a human, angel, naga and singha, and Phaya Thammikarat whose four hands hold a conch shell, trident, container and tripitaka, stand at a stairway to greet visitors.

Inside, its wihan houses a highly revered Sukhothai-style statue of Phra Un Muang that is believed to have been created in 1374, while an ordination hall is home to a white Chiang Saen-style Buddha statue. Another highlight is a classic Mon-style Saen Suk stupa, which has Buddha relics within and four singha-shaped sculptures decorating its base.

On the other side of a waterfall is a stunning Buddha hall built in the Mon-English style. Inside is a collection of antique Chiang Saen and Burmese-style Buddha sculptures in the reclining and subduing Mara postures.

[image: ]
Kaomai Lanna Resort, a row of classic tobacco barns converted into a museum, a cafe, a restaurant and lodgings.
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Travel info

 


	Ang Ka Nature Trail is located in Doi Inthanon National Park, Jomthong district, Chiang Mai. It's open daily from 5am to 7pm. Admission fee is 30 baht for children and 60 baht for adults. Call 053-286-729 or visit facebook.com/doiinthanonnationalpark.

	Kaomai Lanna Resort & Estate 1955 is at 1 San Patong district, Chiang Mai. Visit kaomailanna.com.

	San Kamphaeng Hot Springs is in San Kamphaeng district, Chiang Mai. It's open daily from 7am to 6pm. Call 065-963-0137 or visit facebook.com/sankamphaenghotsprings.




[image: ]
At Kaomai Lanna Resort, a row of classic tobacco barns converted into a museum, a cafe, a restaurant and lodgings.
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Jing Jai Market Chiang Mai is a gathering place for artists, designers and farmers.
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Jing Jai Market Chiang Mai is a gathering place for artists, designers and farmers.
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San Kamphaeng Hot Springs offers a foot spa, baths and a chance to boil eggs.
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Wat Pha Lat is recognised for its Lanna architecture.
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									New releases for your streaming pleasure: June 19-25

									7 new titles from Netflix, Prime Video and HBO Go
								

								Looking for titles to binge-watch this weekend? Here's our pick!
								NETFLIX
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 Black Barbie


Premieres on June 19

Discover the untold story of the first Black Barbie and the pivotal role three trailblazing women at Mattel had in creating a doll who looked like them.
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 Hopeless


Premieres on June 21

Hoping to escape an abusive home, an 18-year-old accepts a simple favor from a gangster that draws him into a world of crime and violence.
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 Trigger Warning


Premieres on June 21

A Special Forces commando takes ownership of her father's bar after his sudden death, only to find herself at odds with a violent gang running rampant in her hometown.



PRIME VIDEO
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 Federer: Twelve Final Days


Premieres on June 20

A feature-length documentary chronicling the final 12 days of Roger Federer's professional tennis career.
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 Mauseu (Mouse)


Premiers on June 20

Jung Ba Reum is a rookie police officer, working at a police substation whose life changes when he encounters a psychopathic serial killer. This drives him and his partner Go Moo Chi to unearth the truth behind psychopathic behaviours. This also raises the questions, whether it is possible to scan a psychopath in the mother's womb using fetal genetic testing? And if the child in the womb is a psychopath, will it be wise to have that child?
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 I Am: Celine Dion


Premiers on June 25

Directed by Irene Taylor, the documentary gives viewers a raw and honest, behind-the-scenes look at the iconic superstar's struggle with a life-altering illness. Serving as a love letter to her fans, this inspirational documentary highlights the music that has guided her life while also showcasing the resilience of the human spirit.



HBO/HBO GO
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 The Last Voyage Of The Demeter 


Premieres on June 22

The producers of Zodiac team up with Norwegian horror virtuoso Andre Ovredal for a terrifying voyage based on a single chilling chapter from Bram Stoker's classic novel "Dracula". Strange events befall on the doomed crew of the merchant ship Demeter, stalked each night by a merciless presence that causes their numbers to dwindle night after night. 
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									Exquisite tastes of Khao Yai

									A culinary journey across four venues at InterContinental Khao Yai
								

								The monsoons are the perfect season to get away to lusher, greener climates. And if you don't want to go far, Khao Yai makes a good destination for a couple of days.
								The InterContinental Khao Yai makes an even better destination to stay, not only because of the quaintness of the resort but also because of its culinary offerings. If you're going to be stuck indoors listening to the pitter-patter of rain, the food needs to be good!
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Executive chef Nirut "Rut" Pochsalee oversees the resort's dining outlets, three of which are in restored heritage railway carriages. Let us being the culinary journey (pun intended) in the all-day dining restaurant, Somying's Kitchen, which serves Thai cuisine. The menu has dishes that showcase the finest locally-sourced ingredients from the area, highlighting the flavours of the region. A true taste of Khao Yai, so to speak. 
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Begin with the healthy stuff, because you know you're only going to move on into more heartier fare. Somying's garden salad is a mix of lentils, red beans, chickpeas, cucumbers, tomato and iceberg lettuce tossed in a lemon, yoghurt and peppermint dressing. "The salad comes from local farmers with whom we collaborate with. We also have a herb garden on the property, where we grow produce that we use daily. Herbs like Thai basil, chillies, pandan, Thai betel leaves and a few flowers," explains chef Rut, who has more than two decades of work experience in kitchens around the world.  


[image: ]


I always find it rewarding to order the restaurant's signature dish, which in this case is Somying's Saab. A meal fit for a king, as they say, it's an entire Grilled chicken, Spicy papaya salad Korat-style and Larb moo served with Sticky rice. "We wanted to present something that was unique to the area. Korat is the gateway to Isan, which is the northeastern part of Thailand, and since we are in Nakhon Ratchasima [where Korat lies], it made sense to make it our signature," says the chef.
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What makes the som tam or the green papaya salad unique from others is that the Korat-stye one has the addition of pickled field crab and fermented Thai anchovy juice. Due to these inclusions, the salad is spicy, sweet and salty. What's not to love?! 

"The chicken also comes from a farm in Khorat and it is farmed in a village and it is not as tender as other chickens, which gives it character. The chicken is marinated with Thai herbs before being grilled. The anchovy is also from the area and so is the field crab," adds the chef. 

Another must order is the Khao pad rod fai or Train fried rice. We are in a train-themed resort, after all. The Thai train fried rice comes with kale and pork belly. "The recipe is a traditional one used on all Thai trains," explains chef Rut. 

It would be a shame not to mention the Gang run juan, which is a sour soup with beef, shrimp paste, chilli, kaffir lime leaf, lemongrass and holy basil. The soup dish was created in the palace with leftovers and is popular in the region, because it is the cattle-rearing belt of Thailand. The palace chef stir-fried the beef with shrimp paste and then turned it into a sour soup. It was named gaeng run juan, which loosely translates as "a soup you can't stop thinking about", and I find myself still thinking about it. Job well done!


[image: ]

One of my favourite things to do on rainy afternoons is sip tea and read a book, or sit on my balcony looking out at the rain. When in the InterContinental Khao Yai, the same is achievable in a different setting. The Tea Carriage is in an actual train carriage, where all the seats face windows that face the huge man-made Swan Lake. A traditional afternoon tea service includes an array of sweet and savoury recipes. To take it further up a notch, the experience can also be had with Champagne or rose pairings. 
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In case this is your first encounter with afternoon tea, there are posters adorning the walls on the correct etiquette. I love afternoon tea that is equally balanced between sweet and savoury options and at the InterContinental Khao Yai, chef Rut doesn't fail to please. I begin with the savoury items first of which there is a Choux pastry filled with Parmesan cream, Pepperoni bruschetta, Cucumber and tuna sandwiches with Greek yoghurt, Tom yum kung vol-au-vent, larb gai quiche, boeuf Bourguignon bite, Thai beef tartare crostini, Thai crab yoghurt salad in a brioche and Pork belly with pulled mushroom in a brioche. 


I love a good savoury dish in fluffy, flaky pastry and again chef Rut has kept me more than satisfied with the flavour combinations. His sweet creations did not disappoint either with the choices being Mango stick rice in a pastry cup, Victoria orange chiffon cake, Choux cream coconut, Banana cake with cream cheese, Madeleines with pistachio, Matcha tea brownies, Scones served with housemade jam and clotted cream, and the absolutely divine French opera cake.  
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With so much food, it is not impossible to spend the afternoon wiling away while watching Swan Lake come to life before your eyes. And by that I mean the beautiful white and black swans gliding effortless across the lake as though they know they are being watched. Bliss!
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Evenings are best spend indoors, especially when the surrounding jungle comes alive with sounds (and mosquitoes). Papillion Bar, probably Khao Yai's most stylish bar, is in a stunning carriage and took me right back to my trip on the Eastern Oriental Express. Yes, it is that luxurious. Celebrate the golden age of first-class travel in this jazzy nightclub lounge, specially designed from an upcycled rail carriage, the bar has a high-end beverage menu, which includes Champagnes, wines and whiskies. It also has classic French cocktails, and serves small bites and canapes. Papillion is the place for an aperitif and a digestif. 


Using a connecting carriage, one can move on to dinner at the French-themed Poirot. Named after the famous fictional detective Hercule Poirot from Agatha Christie's novels, the fine dining restaurant also offers quarterly murder mystery dinners. Though Poirot was Belgian, the refined selection of dishes offer classic French fare, cooked with flare. On cool evenings, the outdoor terrace facing the lake makes a good spot for a meal, though mosquito repellant intact. 
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Choose to begin your meal with half a dozen Gillardeau oysters served with the classic French mignonette. The Crab royale is delicious fresh shredded crab served with guacamole and ripe mango. Though the Ceviche de Vivaneau Rouge or red snapper ceviche caught my eye. Thinly-sliced red snapper is served with pomegranate, red onions, avocado with a lime dressing on the side. 
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It is with the mains where chef Rut shines. The Beef Burgundy uses Australian Wagyu beef tenderloin 8/9 and is served with pearl onions, potato puree, smoked streaky bacon and a red wine jus. The beef is cooked to perfection, a rare occurrence in Thailand where most cooks do not get the medium rare sear on the meat. The same could be said for the Steak frites, which uses Stanbroke Wagyu striploin, served with French fries and beef jus. The Loup de mer or the seabass fillet came with baby kale, citrus coconut crust, an espuma of crustaceans jus and dill essence. 


Desserts are a feast and the best way to finish off a meal at Poirot. Fondant au chocolat uses Guanacja chocolate for the lava cake, which is served with vanilla ice cream. But the star of the show would have to be the Creme brulee a l'orange. "We bake the creme brulee in an empty orange to ensure that the brulee has the aroma and flavour of the orange. It is served with a chocolate madeleine for texture and varied taste," explains chef Rut. 

To make the best of the season, The Intercontinental Khao Yai resort is offering a "Stay & Dine" package, which includes accommodation with breakfast and a seven-course Thai set dinner for their "Chef's Table -- A Thai Journey" event on July 20. Chef Rut will be cooking up a storm at Somying's Kitchen, where dinner begins with a wine tasting. Booking has opened for stay dates on July 20-21. Visit the resort's website.
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									Humanity in the digital age

									IBM 1401 by Sai Somboon explores our relationship with technology in a unique format
								

								The Sodsai Theatre at Chulalongkorn University will soon host an extraordinary fusion of dance, theatre and technology titled IBM 1401. This contemporary piece, directed by New York-based Thai artist Sai Somboon, delves into the complex interplay between humanity and technology.
								As Sai prepares for his directorial debut in Thailand, he brings a wealth of experience and a unique vision to the stage. From July 5-21, audiences will have the opportunity to witness a unique blend of fluid choreography and storytelling, exploring themes of connection, resilience and obsession in the digital era. Throughout the piece, performers express the profound impact of machines on human society while exploring the enduring bonds that unite us.

IBM 1401 features the hauntingly beautiful music of Icelandic composer Johann Johannsson. The composition, IBM 1401, A User's Manual, is the heartbeat of the performance and intertwines with the movement of dancers and the narrative itself. In a recent interview with Life, Sai reflected on his inspiration.

"The biggest inspiration is the music. It's very cinematic, almost like a movie soundtrack. Listening to it, I envisioned a story based on the human relationship with a computer. This narrative led us to create a dance theatre piece with no speaking, allowing the audience to interpret it in their own way," he said.
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The performance is a collaboration between Thailand's innovative arts collective Glom, and the Department of Dramatic Arts at Chulalongkorn University. Glom, founded in 2022, aims to push boundaries of what is creatively possible through interactive events. Their mission aligns perfectly with Sai's vision of creating intellectually stimulating work that engages the audience on multiple levels.

At the core of IBM 1401 are themes of connection, resilience and obsession which are intricately woven into the performance.

"It's about obsession and seduction by a computer. During the early 1960s, this technology was just emerging and the engineer in our story gets sucked in and seduced by this computer, almost like it's a soulmate or a partner," Sai explained.

"The tension between the computer,  the engineer and his wife is something we wanted to explore, an intense and unprecedented connection with  technology."

Today, as our lives have become  increasingly intertwined with technology, these themes resonate strongly. A distinctive feature of IBM 1401 is the live string ensemble that accompanies the performance, directed by Jonas Dept. The ensemble includes musicians from prestigious Thai orchestras to create a rich and immersive soundscape.
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"There is nothing like performing as a dancer with live music," Sai revealed. "It's about different elements coming together -- the live music, the beautiful string ensemble and the performers. The set is also a big character in this piece, almost like parts of a computer coming together.

"As you know, this is not a traditional play. It's also not a musical. It's a dance theatre show. There's no talking and it's all movement. We wanted to bring in new ways of seeing art."

Sai's Thai heritage and his experience in the New York City dance scene uniquely position him to bridge cultural and artistic divides.

Reflecting on his background, Sai said: "I am Thai 100%. Both my parents are Thai, and I spent eight years growing up in Thailand. Working with Thai artists, there's so much enthusiasm and eagerness to do things that have not been done before. As a Thai person, I take time to understand individuals and get to know the dancers, which influences my work deeply."

His cultural insights and understanding of both Eastern and Western traditions allow him to create works that resonate on multiple levels, enriching the performance with a profound sense of authenticity and empathy.

This blend of cultural perspectives is evident in the way he approaches his work and his interactions with the cast and crew.

[image: ]

Working with Glom, the innovative theatre company based in Chiang Mai, has been a transformative experience for Sai. "Glom is amazing because we are trying to do things that haven't been done before in Thailand," he said.

"We want to present work that is intellectually stimulating and collaborates with different groups in Thailand. Part of our mission is to nurture and develop local talent. We had a week of workshops before the audition to see how people move and use their bodies. It was fascinating to see how they could improvise and collaborate with each other and with me in this artistic process.

"IBM 1401 captures the essence of human connection during the early digital age through a unique blend of stylised and pedestrian movements. We convey this through dance.

"There are movements that are more abstract, but also realist at the same time. The dancers' performances reflect the historical context and emotional landscape of the characters."

As Sai prepares for the debut of IBM 1401 in Bangkok, he has hopes for what the audience will take away from the performance.

"I hope the audience will see and appreciate the power of dance as a storytelling tool. I hope they'll see the intersection of dance and theatre and feel the music. Ultimately, I want them to interpret the show in their own way and take away their own reflections."

IBM 1401 Performance Details



	 Venue:  Sodsai Theatre, Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok

	 Schedule:                          July 5-7:  2pm and 8pm                          July 12-14:  2pm, 8pm                          July 19-21:  2pm, 6pm

	 Tickets cost 1,200 baht for adults and 500 baht for students. Tickets can be purchased at ticketmelon.com. 

	 For more information visit glom.cm/ibm-1401.
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Director Sai Somboon. Glom Theatre
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									Citizen's Tsuyosa series celebrates Pride Month

									
								

								One of Citizen's highlights to celebrate Pride Month is the iconic Tsuyosa collection from the NJ0151-53W series, priced at 18,000 baht. This watch suits every lifestyle with its sunray rainbow blue dial, featuring multicolour tones that contrast between blue and rainbow hues. It combines contemporary sportiness with timeless elegance. With a versatile 40mm size, it is powered by Miyota's automatic mechanical Caliber 8210 movement, equipped with a date function at the 3 o'clock position, water resistance up to 50m and a power reserve of 40 hours.
								The Tsuyosa Multi Colour-Tone series also presents two other models with rainbow accents at the dial indices -- the blue dial NJ0151-53L and the black dial NJ0151-53E, both featuring rainbow-framed indices  and priced at 17,400 baht. These watches emphasise the meticulous craftsmanship and uniqueness of this iconic collection and blend contemporary style with classic design charm.

Available in three colours, they celebrate Pride Month in June by showcasing individuality and equality with the Citizen Tsuyosa Multi Colour-Tone collection which exudes confidence when worn on the wrist.

For more news and updates, visit Facebook: Citizen Watch TH, IG/TikTok: Citizenwatch_th and Line Official: lin.ee/OcPJ9Zn.
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Citizen's Tsuyosa series celebrates Pride Month. Citizen
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Citizen's Tsuyosa series celebrates Pride Month. photos courtesy of Citizen
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