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Anarchy Hinders Gaza Aid Efforts, Despite Daily Combat Pause



Thousands of tons of aid stockpiled in southern Gaza cannot be distributed because the roads are too dangerous, relief groups say.




Workers loading a truck with humanitarian aid at the Kerem Shalom crossing between Israel and Gaza on Monday.




By Vivian Yee and Aaron Boxerman


Jun 19, 2024


The extreme anarchy that has gripped the Gaza Strip is making it too dangerous and difficult to distribute desperately needed aid in the south, relief groups and others say, despite 
a daily pause in fighting
 that Israel is observing along a key road there.



Days after the pause took hold, over 1,000 truckloads of supplies remained stranded in Gaza near the Kerem Shalom border crossing with Israel, with thousands of tons of food, medicine and other goods mere miles from Palestinians who need them, aid groups and Israeli officials say.



The threat of looting and attacks by armed gangs have forced relief groups to stop delivering assistance in southern Gaza. Trucks using supply routes have been riddled with bullet holes. Businesspeople sending commercial goods into the territory and aid agencies have decided they cannot risk employees' lives on the drive.



As a result, the Israeli military's decision to pause fighting for hours each day along the aid route has so far produced 
scant humanitarian benefit
.



The grim situation is part of the domino effect of the Israeli campaign in Gaza, which has toppled much of the Hamas government without any civilian administration to take its place.



In much of Gaza, there are no police officers to prevent chaos, few municipal workers to clean up heaping mounds of rubble and trash, and only the bare minimum of public services. Organized crime groups have filled the vacuum, their affiliations -- whether to Gazan clans or armed groups like Hamas -- are still unclear.



Rear Adm. Daniel Hagari, the Israeli military spokesman, said Wednesday that Israel's leaders needed to advance an alternative to Hamas in Gaza to distribute food and handle public services, or else risk seeing the group that led the Oct. 7 assault on Israel return to power.




Israeli soldiers near the border with Gaza on Tuesday.




"The idea that it is possible to destroy Hamas, to make Hamas vanish -- that is throwing sand in the eyes of the public," Admiral Hagari said in a televised interview. "If we do not bring something else to Gaza, at the end of the day, we will get Hamas."



His remarks came amid growing and unusually public friction between the Israeli military and the country's political leadership. More than eight months into the war, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has yet to articulate a clear plan for stabilizing Gaza or administering it after the war, although he has ruled out both the internationally backed Palestinian Authority taking charge and Israeli settlements there.



In the meantime, Palestinians in Gaza endure widespread chaos and privation. Relief groups say far too little aid is entering the territory, and even that often cannot reach the people who need it. Since Israel's military offensive in the southern city of Rafah shut down another crossing last month, Kerem Shalom has become the only conduit for aid into southern Gaza.



Manhal Shaibar, who oversees a Palestinian trucking company that works at the Kerem Shalom crossing, said some goods were spoiling in the heat on the Gazan side. Some commercial trucks were managing to make their way out under heavy guard, despite the assaults by armed Gazans, he said, but the aid was stuck.



"People in Gaza can't find food," Mr. Shaibar said. "But the goods are strewn around here in the crossing."



"It's a disaster," he said.



Farhan Haq, a United Nations spokesman, told reporters on Tuesday that the Israeli announcement of a pause "has yet to translate into more aid reaching people in need."




Palestinians receiving food aid in Khan Younis, southern Gaza, on Thursday.




A person involved in the effort to distribute aid said that armed criminal gangs were operating with near-total freedom in the Israel-Gaza border area where trucks must pass and attacking them daily. The person described the attacks as coordinated and organized, not the spontaneous looting by desperate Gazan civilians that vexed aid convoys in earlier months of the war.



Armed attackers shoot at the trucks, force them to stop and sometimes beat the drivers before stripping the trucks of their contents, the person said.



And there is no one to call for help: The Hamas-run police force that helped secure the passage of aid earlier in the war melted away months ago after the Israeli military killed several officers. (The person spoke on the condition of anonymity because he was bound by confidentiality agreements.)



The "lack of any police or rule of law in the area" has rendered the roads surrounding the crossing highly dangerous, Mr. Haq said.



The number of international aid trucks reaching Palestinians in southern Gaza has plummeted since Israel's Rafah offensive began in early May. Only a small amount of aid has trickled through Kerem Shalom, aid officials say, including what a Western aid official said were 30 trucks sent via Jordan on Monday.



Another border crossing, at Rafah on the Egypt-Gaza border, has remained closed since early May, although the Egyptian authorities have allowed some trucks to cross through there en route to Kerem Shalom. Egypt and Israel have wrangled for weeks over how and when to reopen the Rafah crossing.



In an attempt to make up for the shortfall, the Israeli authorities began allowing more commercial goods to enter Gaza from Israel and the occupied West Bank. Unlike U.N. convoys, these trucks tend to travel with armed protection, allowing them to traverse the dangerous terrain.




Bags of rice sent by Saed Abu al-Ouf waiting to be loaded onto trucks Monday at the Kerem Shalom border crossing.




Israel had paused commercial deliveries for about two weeks in an attempt to allow aid trucks to move through, according to a U.S. official working on the aid effort. But on Sunday, with no aid traveling along that road because of insecurity, Israel resumed sending the commercial trucks, 20 of which went into Gaza, the official said. The U.S. official wasn't authorized to speak publicly.



Saed Abu al-Ouf, a Gazan businessman who has sent about three truckloads of rice into the enclave since mid-May, said he had paused the shipments because of the armed gangs. In the past, he said, he had paid thousands of dollars in protection money to a group of Gazans to secure his trucks.



But it is now simply too dangerous on the Gazan side of the Kerem Shalom crossing, he said. He is holding his latest truckload of goods on the Israeli side, hoping for some kind of order to be restored.



"There's no security or any government ruling in Gaza," Mr. Abu al-Ouf said in a phone interview from Cairo. "Armed people can take over your goods."



"It's far more dangerous than it was before, and we'd need a powerful policing apparatus to protect us. We're merchants -- we can't play the role of police at the same time," he said.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/19/world/middleeast/gaza-aid-chaos.html
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news analysis



Putin Once Tried to Curb North Korea's Nuclear Program. That's Now Over.



Vladimir Putin promised unspecified technological help to North Korea, which could help the North better target its many adversaries.




The Russian president, Vladimir V. Putin, and the North Korean leader, Kim Jong-un, in Pyongyang on Wednesday.




By David E. Sanger


Jun 19, 2024


As Vladimir V. Putin's Russia and Xi Jinping's China deepened their confrontation with the West over the past decade, they were always united with the United States on at least one geopolitical project: preventing North Korea's nuclear arsenal from growing, or becoming more accurate.



That is, until the war in Ukraine broke out two years ago.



In one of the starkest back-to-the-Cold War moments yet, Mr. Putin's visit Wednesday to Pyongyang -- and the announcement of a pact to provide "mutual assistance in the event of aggression" -- underscored that efforts by the world's three biggest nuclear powers to halt nuclear proliferation by North Korea had been dying for some time. Mr. Putin and Kim Jong-un, the North's leader, just presided over the memorial service.



Mr. Putin did far more than drop any semblance of a desire to ensure nuclear restraint. He promised unspecified technological help that -- if it includes the few critical technologies Mr. Kim has sought to perfect -- could help the North better target its many adversaries, starting with the United States.



Nowhere in the statements made Wednesday was there even a hint that North Korea should give up any of its estimated 50 or 60 nuclear weapons. To the contrary, Mr. Putin declared: "Pyongyang has the right to take reasonable measures to strengthen its own defense capability, ensure national security and protect sovereignty" -- though he did not address whether those measures included further developing the North's nuclear weapons.



While the shift has been clear-cut, what it could portend is stunning. "This is a renewal of Cold War-era security guarantees, no doubt," said Victor Cha, who worked on North Korea issues during the George W. Bush administration. He was referring to a now-defunct 1961 mutual defense treaty between Pyongyang and Moscow.



This time, however, the agreement "is based on mutual transactional needs -- artillery for Russia and high-end military technology" for North Korea, he said, adding: "They are united not by ideology, as in the Cold War, but in common opposition to the U.S. and the Western liberal order."




Russia has moved closer to North Korea as it seeks weapons for its war in Ukraine.




As the threat from North Korea grows, Mr. Cha said, the new pact is almost certain to solidify an increasingly formal security alliance between Japan, South Korea and the United States.



The Russians signaled what was coming 18 months ago.



Desperate for more artillery to press the war effort in Ukraine, Mr. Putin turned to Mr. Kim for some modest help with ammunition in late 2022. That trickle has now reportedly turned into a flood: five million rounds of ammunition, by the estimates of Western intelligence services, and a growing array of North Korea-made ballistic missiles, jammed into what the State Department said were 11,000 shipping containers full of arms.



It is a reflection of the fact that North Korea now has, for perhaps the first time in its history, a valuable bargaining chip that one of its allies in its standoff with the West needs: It is a prodigious arms producer.



At first, Mr. Kim was happy to receive oil and food in return. But in the intelligence assessments circulating in Washington and Europe, officials say, there is growing concern that the North Korean leader is now determined to surmount the last big technological hurdle in making his country a full-fledged nuclear weapons state -- the capability to reach any American city with his nuclear weapons.



Russia holds the keys; the question is whether it is willing to hand them over.



"Russia's need for support in the context of Ukraine has forced it to grant some long-sought concessions to China, North Korea and Iran," Avril Haines, the director of national intelligence, told Congress in March, "with the potential to undermine, among other things, long-held nonproliferation norms."



In closed, classified sessions, she was far more specific, taking key members of Congress through the array of technologies Mr. Kim has not yet shown he can master. Most of them involve keeping a nuclear warhead aloft for 6,000 miles and making sure it can survive, and accurately hit its target, on re-entry to the atmosphere.



That is the step a series of American presidents have said they cannot live with. Before the conclusion of this week's meeting in Pyongyang, Mr. Cha wrote that the prospect of Russian help to the North "presents the greatest threat to U.S. national security since the Korean War."



"This relationship, deep in history and reinvigorated by the war in Ukraine, undermines the security of Europe, Asia and the U.S. homeland. Amid front-burner issues like the wars in Ukraine and Gaza," he contended, the "administration relegates this problem to the back burner at its own peril."




A television screen at a railway station in Seoul showed a North Korean missile test in February. 




Of course, Washington has faced so many warnings about the dangers of North Korea's arsenal -- dating to its first nuclear test 18 years ago -- that it has become almost the background music of geopolitical upheaval. 



A seemingly endless series of United Nations financial sanctions has failed to cripple either the nuclear expansion or the North's 
closely related missile program
. American efforts at sabotage have worked, but not for long.



So that leaves the United States dependent on the cold calculus of Cold War deterrence: reminding the North, with exercises of long-range bombers, that a strike on the United States or its allies would almost certainly result in the destruction of the country. But a credible security pact with Moscow would complicate that calculus, with its suggestion that Russia could potentially strike back on the North's behalf. The terms of Wednesday's agreement, however, were not clearly spelled out.



Mr. Putin's announcements on Wednesday were also a reminder that North Korea's continued success in pursuing nuclear weapons marks one of Washington's greatest bipartisan failures. It began in the Clinton administration; faced with an emerging crisis with the North in 1994, the administration considered taking out its emerging nuclear program before it produced a single weapon.



President Bill Clinton pulled back, convinced that diplomacy was the better route -- the beginning of three decades of on-again, off-again diplomacy. China and Russia helped, joining in the "Six Party Talks" with North Korea that sought to buy off its program.



When that collapsed, there were sanctions and a United Nations monitoring group that was supposed to make public evidence of sanctions evasion. When the monitoring operation came up for renewal at the United Nations recently, Russia led the charge to get rid of it.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/19/us/politics/putin-kim-russia-nuclear.html
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Researchers Say Social Media Warning Is Too Broad



Some scientists who study youth mental health say the evidence does not support the notion that social media is harmful per se.




Some researches believe the warning label proposed by Dr. Vivek Murthy, the U.S. surgeon general, oversimplifies the evidence.




By Ellen Barry


Jun 19, 2024


When the U.S. surgeon general, Dr. Vivek Murthy, announced on Monday that he was planning to push for a mental health warning label on social media platforms, he was met with cheers from many parents and teachers, who described a long, lonely struggle to wrench children away from a habit that was hurting them.



He got a cooler reaction, however, from some scientists who study the relationship between social media and mental health. In interviews, several researchers said the blanket warning Dr. Murthy has proposed -- "social media is associated with significant mental health harms for adolescents" -- stretches and oversimplifies the scientific evidence.



For many years, researchers have tried to determine whether the amount of time a child spent on social media contributed to poor mental health, and "the results have been really mixed, with probably the consensus being that no, it's not related," said Dr. Mitch Prinstein, the chief science officer at the American Psychological Association.



What seems to matter more, he said, is what they are doing when they are online -- content about self-harm, for example, has been shown to increase self-harming behavior.



"It's kind of like saying, 'Is the number of calories that you eat good for you or bad for you?'" said Dr. Prinstein, who 
testified before the Senate on the subject last year.
 "It depends. Is it candy, or is it vegetables? If your child is spending all day on social media following The New York Times feed and talking about it with their friends, that's probably fine, you know?"



Like other scientists interviewed, Dr. Prinstein applauded Dr. Murthy for drawing attention to the mental health crisis. He said he was very optimistic about policy changes that might follow, to keep social media use from interfering with school, sleep and physical activity. After Dr. Murthy's announcement, Gov. Gavin Newsom of California 
called for a statewide ban
 on smartphone use in California schools.



"What's happening out there, and what I think the surgeon general has tapped into so well, is that parents are feeling so incredibly helpless," Dr. Prinstein said. "He's giving some ammunition to everyone in this conversation to say, 'Look -- I don't care how much my child may be upset with me, if the surgeon general says this might be harmful, I feel justified in taking away the device at 9 p.m.'"



In his essay
 laying out the case for a warning label, published Monday in The New York Times, Dr. Murthy leaned more heavily on anecdotes than on scientific research. He cited one 
2019
 study, which found that adolescents who spent more than three hours a day on social media faced double the risk of anxiety and depression symptoms.



Dr. Murthy has ready responses to his academic critics. He says children growing up now "don't have the luxury of waiting years until we know the full extent of social media's impact." When challenged for evidence of social media's harmful effects, he argues instead that "we do not have enough evidence to conclude that social media is sufficiently safe."



"The warning label is important until we can get to the point where social media is actually safe," he said in an interview.



In interviews, several researchers said the proposed warning was overly broad and could backfire. 



"These advisories are usually reserved for products that have no safe level of use, or that cause harm when used exactly as the manufacturer intends," said Nicholas B. Allen, the director of the Center for Digital Mental Health at the University of Oregon. "This is not an accurate description of social media. The scientific evidence simply does not support a view that social media is dangerous per se."



Instead, he said, it is "a context where both good and bad things can happen,."



Even before Dr. Murthy's announcement, a number of researchers were challenging the widely accepted link between social media and the mental health crisis. That debate intensified after the March publication of "
The Anxious Generation,
" by Jonathan Haidt, a professor at New York University's business school, which argued that the spread of social media had led to "an epidemic of mental illness."



The book, which has spent 11 weeks on the New York Times best-seller list, was panned in the journal Nature by Candice L. Odgers, a professor of psychological science in informatics at the University of California, Irvine. "Hundreds of researchers, myself included, have searched for the kind of large effects suggested by Haidt," she wrote. "Our efforts have produced a mix of no, small and mixed associations."



Dr. Odgers, who has been approached by so many journalists that she distributes a six-page summary of the scientific literature on the subject, has cataloged large-scale meta-analyses and reviews that have found social media use has small effects on health, among them 
a 2023 report by an expert committee convened by the National Academies of Sciences
.



On Monday, following Dr. Murthy's call for a warning label, Dr. Odgers said the nation's top health official was running the risk of labeling normal adolescent behavior as "shameful, damaging and dangerous." This could lead to conflict within families and cause young people to be shut out of spaces where they find support. 



Meanwhile, she said, "the real causes of youth mental health problems go on unaddressed."



"I understand that the government and the surgeon general want to regulate social media companies," she said. "And they see an opening to do this here, but there is a cost, and children and families will pay for it."



Mr. Haidt and his occasional collaborator, the psychologist Jean Twenge, maintain that there is plenty of evidence that more use of social media leads to worse mental health, and they note that young people themselves often 
point to social media as a major cause
 of distress.



Dr. Twenge, the author of "Generations: The Real Differences Between Gen Z, Millennials, Gen X, Boomers, and Silents -- and What They Mean for America's Future," said that the disconnect might come down to the way research psychologists are trained to analyze statistical correlations, often dismissing them as small.



Their colleagues in public health may look at the same data and see an unacceptable risk that requires action. For them, not acting may be a more dangerous choice, she said. "What is the risk of having teens and children spend less time on social media?" she said. "If we're wrong, the consequences of taking action are minuscule. If we're right, the consequences of doing nothing are enormous."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/19/health/social-media-kids-mental-health.html
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Willie Mays, Electrifying Ballplayer of Power and Grace, Dies at 93



Mays, the Say Hey Kid, was baseball's exuberant embodiment of the complete player. Some say he was the greatest of them all.








By Richard Goldstein


Jun 19, 2024


Willie Mays, the spirited center fielder whose brilliance at the plate, in the field and on the basepaths for the Giants led many to call him the greatest all-around player in baseball history, died on Tuesday. He was 93.



At his death, which was 
announced
 by the San Francisco Giants on social media, he had been the oldest living member of the Baseball Hall of Fame. He died in Palo Alto in the assisted living facility he lived in, said Larry Baer, the president and chief executive of the Giants.



In 22 National League seasons, with the Giants in New York and San Francisco and a brief return to New York with the Mets, preceded by a 1948 stint in the Negro leagues, Mays compiled extraordinary statistics. He hit 660 career home runs and had 3,293 hits and a .301 career batting average.



But 
Mays
 did more than personify the complete ballplayer. An exuberant style of play and an effervescent personality made him one of the game's -- and America's -- most charismatic figures, a name that even people far afield from the baseball world recognized instantly as a national treasure.



Charles M. Schulz
 was such a fan that Mays often came up by name in Schulz's "Peanuts" comic strip. (Asked to spell "maze" in a spelling bee, Charlie Brown ventured, "M ... A ... Y... S.") Woody Allen's alter ego in "Manhattan" ranked Mays No. 2 on his list of joys that made life worthwhile. (Groucho Marx was No. 1.) In 1954, the R&B group the Treniers recorded "Say Hey (the Willie Mays Song)."



"When I broke in, I didn't know many people by name," Mays once explained, "so I would just say, 'Say, hey,' and the writers picked that up."



Mays propelled himself into the Hall of Fame with thrilling flair, his cap flying off as he chased down a drive or ran the bases.



"He had an open manner, friendly, vivacious, irrepressible," the baseball writer 
Leonard Koppett
 said of the young Mays. "Whatever his private insecurities, he projected a feeling that playing ball, for its own sake, was the most wonderful thing in the world."



And New York embraced this son of Alabama, putting him on a pedestal with two others who ruled the city's center fields in an era when its teams dominated baseball. The Yankees had 
Mickey Mantle
, the Brooklyn Dodgers had 
Duke Snider
, and the Giants had No. 24, and a city not known for equanimity loved to argue about which team's slugger reigned supreme.




Mays signing autographs at the Polo Grounds on Sept. 29, 1957, the day of the Giants' last game before leaving New York for San Francisco.




Mays captured the ardor of baseball fans at a time when Black players were still emerging in the major leagues and segregation remained untrammeled in his native South. He was revered in Black neighborhoods, especially in Harlem, where he played stickball with youngsters outside his apartment on St. Nicholas Place -- not far from the Polo Grounds, where the Giants played -- and he was treated like visiting royalty at the original Red Rooster, one of Harlem's most popular restaurants in his day.



President Barack Obama took Mays with him on his flight to the 2009 All-Star Game in St. Louis, telling him that if it hadn't been for the changes in attitude that African-American figures like Mays and Jackie Robinson fostered, "I'm not sure that I would get elected to the White House."



Mays and 
Yogi Berra
, who was cited posthumously, were among 17 Americans whom Mr. Obama honored with the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the nation's highest civilian award, at a White House ceremony in November 2015.



Power and Speed



Mays played center field with daring and grace, his basket catches made at the hip, his throws embodying power and precision. His over-the-shoulder snare of a drive to deepest center field in the Polo Grounds during the 1954 World Series against the Cleveland Indians -- followed by a sensational throw to second base -- is remembered simply as "The Catch."



His frame seemed ordinary at first glance -- 5 feet 11 inches and 180 pounds or so -- but he had unusually large hands and outstanding peripheral vision that complemented his speed in running down balls. And he was all steel, his back exceptionally muscular.



Branch Rickey, the executive who helped break the modern major leagues'
 
color barrier by signing Robinson to the Dodgers, evoked the young Mays in his book "The American Diamond" (1965), recalling him "propelling the ball in one electric flash off the Polo Grounds scoreboard on the face of the upper deck in left field for a home run."



"The ball got up there so fast, it was incredible," Rickey wrote. "Like a pistol shot, it would crash off the tin and fall to the grass below."




Mays with the San Francisco Giants in 1967.




Mays became a hero out west as well after the Giants and the Dodgers decamped for California in 1958. Though he received a tepid reception from San Francisco fans at first, he flourished playing for them despite the high winds and cold nights at Candlestick Park. When the Giants moved to their current ballpark in 2001, they unveiled a nine-foot-high bronze statue of Mays. The park's address: 24 Willie Mays Plaza.



Mays's electrifying play, and the immensity of his talents, made statistics seem lifeless. Nonetheless, his achievements in the record books were extraordinary.



He drove in more than 100 runs in 10 different seasons and scored more than 100 runs in 12 consecutive years.



His 7,112 putouts as an outfielder rank No. 1 in major league history (he had 657 more playing first base), and he won 12 Gold Glove awards beginning in 1957, the year the honors were first bestowed.



His 660 home runs are sixth all time, behind Barry Bonds's 762, Hank Aaron's 755, Babe Ruth's 714, Alex Rodriguez's 696 and Albert Pujols's 703.



His 2,068 runs scored put him seventh on the career list, and his 1,909 runs batted are 12th. 



His 3,293 hits are No. 13. 



He stole 338 bases at a time when the running game was not especially favored.



He played in 150 or more games in 13 consecutive seasons.



In December 2020, Major League Baseball announced that the seven Negro leagues that operated between 1920 and 1948 would gain major league status. In accord with that, Mays's statistical totals with the 1948 Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro American League have been added to his major league totals.



Mays was the National League rookie of the year in 1951 and was named Most Valuable Player in 1954 and 1965. He played on four pennant-winning teams (the Giants in 1951, '54 and '62 and the Mets in 1973), but only one World Series champion, the 1954 Giants, who swept the Indians. He was selected for 24 All-Star Games and was the M.V.P. of the game in 1963 and 1968.




The batting and fielding prowess of Willie Mays, 20-year-old rookie from Birmingham, Ala., is getting him enthusiastic attention from fans and bosses of the Minneapolis team of the American Association alike in Minneapolis on May 24, 1951




An Associated Press poll of athletes, writers and historians in 1999 voted Mays baseball's second-greatest figure, behind Babe Ruth.



"Willie could do everything from the day he joined the Giants," 
Leo Durocher
, his manager during most of his years at the Polo Grounds, said when Mays was elected to the Hall of Fame in 1979, his first year of eligibility. "He never had to be taught a thing. The only other player who could do it all was 
Joe DiMaggio
."



But even DiMaggio bowed to Mays.



"Willie Mays is the closest to being perfect I've ever seen," he said.



'You're Going to Be a Ballplayer'



Willie Howard Mays Jr. was born on May 6, 1931, in Westfield, Ala., near Birmingham. His parents were unmarried teenagers.



His father was said to have been named for President William Howard Taft at a time when Taft's Republican party was considered more sympathetic to the needs of Black people than the Democrats. A steelworker and later a Pullman porter, Willie Sr. was known as Cat, for his graceful play in semipro baseball.



Willie's mother, Annie Satterwhite, left the family when he was a baby and settled in Birmingham. She married there and had 10 children, but Mays kept in touch with her into his major league playing days.



His father moved with him to Fairfield, another Birmingham suburb, when Willie was still young and, with his mother's two sisters, helped raise him.



Mays became an all-around athlete at Fairfield Industrial High School, where he was taught by Angelena Rice, the mother of Condoleezza Rice, the future secretary of state. In her memoir "Extraordinary, Ordinary People" (2010), Ms. Rice wrote that Mays had remembered her mother telling him: "You're going to be a ballplayer. If you need to leave a little early for practice, you let me know."



When Mays joined the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro American League in 1948; DiMaggio was his idol.



"When we were kids in the South, we would always pick one guy to emulate," Mays told Bob Herbert of The New York Times in 2000. "Ted Williams was the best hitter, but I picked Joe to pattern myself after because he was such a great all-around player."



Mays was signed in 1950 by a New York Giants scout, Ed Montague, who spotted him while scouting another player on the Black Barons. Mays hit .353 for the Giants' Trenton team that year.



At the time, he was the only Black player in the Interstate League, and he endured taunts. In his Hall of Fame induction speech at Cooperstown, N.Y., he recalled one episode in Hagerstown, Md.



"The first night, I hit two home runs and a triple," he said. "Next night, I hit two home runs and a double. On the loudspeaker, now, they say, 'Ladies and gentlemen, we know you don't like that kid playing center field, but please do not bother him again because he's killing us.'"



He continued: "I went there on a Friday, they were calling me all kinds of names. By Sunday, they were cheering. And to me, I had won them over."



Mays was batting .477 for the Minneapolis Millers of the American Association when he was called up by the Giants in May 1951. It was only four years after Robinson had become a Dodger, and there were few Black players in the majors, although the Giants had four when Mays joined them: 
Monte Irvin
, the star outfielder; 
Hank Thompson
, their third baseman; 
Ray Noble
, a backup catcher; and 
Artie Wilson
, an infielder, who was sent to the minors to make room for Mays.



Black and white teammates remained apart early in Mays's career. "For a while we couldn't stay in the same hotels," he said. "We'd get to Chicago, we'd get off on the South Side, they'd get off on the North Side."




Willie Mays, with bats, Ball player going with the New York Giants on May 25, 1951




Mays made his debut on May 25, 1951, going without a hit in five at-bats against the Phillies in Philadelphia. He was 0 for 12 in a three-game series before the Giants returned home. But on Monday night, May 28, at the Polo Grounds, he connected off the future Hall of Fame left-hander 
Warren Spahn
 of the Boston Braves for his first major league hit, a towering home run to left field in the first inning.



From the start, Durocher saw greatness in Mays.



"The word is magnetism," Durocher said in his autobiography "Nice Guys Finish Last" (1975, with Ed Linn). "A personal magnetism which infects everybody around them with the feeling that this is the man who will carry them to victory."



Rookie of the Year



But Mays struggled at the plate through the spring of 1951, and at one point he tearfully told Durocher that he couldn't hit big league pitching. Durocher told him that he was the best center fielder he had ever seen and assured him that he would remain in the lineup.



The Giants staged a storied revival that season, coming from 131/2 games behind the Dodgers in mid-August to force the playoff series that they won in Game 3 on Bobby Thomson's three-run homer off Ralph Branca in the ninth inning -- the "shot heard 'round the world." Thomson's drive at the Polo Grounds came with runners on second and third and one out. When he connected, Mays was in the on-deck circle.



When the Giants faced the Yankees in the World Series, DiMaggio was playing center field for the last time, and Mantle, Mays's fellow rookie, was in right field. The Yankees won the Series in six games, but Mays was on his way to stardom. In winning the N.L. rookie of the year honors, he batted .274 and hit 20 home runs.



After playing in 34 games in the 1952 season, Mays entered the Army and played baseball at Fort Eustis, Va. But in 1954 he was back in the Giants' lineup and captured the batting title with a .345 average, hit 41 home runs and drove in 110 runs, all while leading the team to another pennant and a World Series date with the Indians, who had set an American League record by winning 111 games that year.



In the opening game, on the afternoon of Sept. 29, the score was tied 2-2 with nobody out in the eighth inning and two Indians on base, 
Larry Doby
 on second and 
Al Rosen
 on first. Durocher had brought in the left-handed 
Don Liddle
 to relieve 
Sal Maglie
, and he was facing the lefty-batting 
Vic Wertz
.



Wertz drove the first pitch just to the right of dead center field. Racing toward the high green boarding with his back to home plate, Mays caught the ball over his left shoulder some 450 feet away. He cupped it like a football player catching a pass, then whirled and fired to second base, his cap flying off. The throw, as spectacular as the catch, kept Rosen on first while Doby tagged and went to third.




Mays making "The Catch" at the Polo Grounds in Game 1 of the 1954 World Series.




The Indians never scored in the inning, and the little-known outfielder 
Dusty Rhodes
 hit a three-run pinch-hit homer in the 10th to give the Giants a 5-2 triumph. They went on to win the Series in four straight games.



"The Catch" was only one spectacular play by Mays. Another came at Forbes Field in Pittsburgh in his rookie season, off a deep drive hit by the Pirates' Rocky Nelson.



Irvin, the Giants' future Hall of Fame left fielder, told of the moment in "Mays, Mantle, and Snider: A Celebration" (1987), by Donald Honig.



"Willie whirled around and took off," Irvin said. "At the last second he saw he couldn't get his glove across his body in time to make the catch, so he caught it in his bare hand. Leo was flabbergasted. We all were. Nobody had ever seen anything like it."



Mays hit 51 home runs in 1955, Durocher's last season as the Giants' manager. In 1956, playing under Bill Rigney, Mays led the league in stolen bases with 40, the first of his four consecutive stolen-base titles.




Willie Mays steals 3rd base during the first inning of the 1960 All-Star game at Yankee stadium. the third baseman is Frank Malzone, umpire is Tom Gorman




Despite Mays's heroics, the Giants were a fading team by then, and after the 1957 season they moved to San Francisco as the Dodgers went to Los Angeles.



In his first year in San Francisco, Mays batted .347 with 29 home runs, having been asked by Rigney, his manager, to hit for average rather than go for homers. Moreover, the shallow center field at Seals Stadium kept Mays from turning the kind of spectacular plays he had fashioned at the cavernous Polo Grounds. Giants fans voted Orlando Cepeda, the slugging rookie first baseman, the team's most valuable player.



A Black Family Moved In



Mays even had trouble purchasing a home in a fashionable San Francisco neighborhood, when neighbors complained that property values would decline if a Black family moved in. The San Francisco Chronicle ran a front-page article on the issue, and Mayor George Christopher offered to let Mays and his wife live at his home temporarily if they continued to be rebuffed. With the city facing embarrassment, the owner of the home finally went ahead with the deal.




Mays, left, signing the papers that concluded the contentious purchase of a home in San Francisco. Looking on are his wife, Margherite; Walter A. Gnesdiloff, who sold the home; and Terry A. Francois, right, Mays's lawyer.




After two years at Seals Stadium, the Giants moved to the newly built, and ever windy, Candlestick Park. Mays found that he had to spread hot oil on his body to combat the wind chill. Those winds kept many a drive in the park.



"Playing in Candlestick cost me 10, 12 homers a year," Mays once said. "I've always thought it cost me the opportunity to break Babe Ruth's record."



But Mays thrived in San Francisco. In 1959, he began eight straight seasons in which he drove in at least 100 runs. On April 30, 1961, he hit four home runs against the Braves at Milwaukee's County Stadium; the following June 29, he hit three in a game at Philadelphia.



On July 24, Mays returned to play in New York for the first time since the Giants had moved to San Francisco, in an exhibition game at Yankee Stadium. A crowd of some 50,000 reserved its biggest cheers for Mays.



The Giants were regaining their New York swagger. In 1962, with Mays slugging 49 home runs, they won the pennant in a three-game playoff against the Dodgers, then lost to the Yankees in seven games in the World Series.



Mays hit 52 home runs in 1965, joining Ruth, Jimmie Foxx, 
Ralph Kiner
 and Mantle as the only players at that time to have hit at least 50 in a single season more than once. On May 4, 1966, Mays surpassed the National League record for home runs, 511, set by the former Giant outfielder and manager Mel Ott.



As he approached age 40, Mays was still capable of outstanding play, but he had changed.



"Willie, as he grew older, became more withdrawn and suspicious, more cautious, more vulnerable and with plenty of reason," Leonard Koppett wrote in "A Thinking Man's Guide to Baseball" (1967). "Life, both personally and professionally, became more complicated for him, and he had his share of sorrow." After marrying and adopting a child, Mays "went through a painful divorce," Koppett wrote.




Willie Mays, Mets outfielder, stands in Shea Stadium, Wednesday, Oct. 17, 1973 prior to fourth World Series game against Oakland Athletics. A's lead Mets in the best of -seven series, two games to one.




On May 11, 1972, with the Giants' attendance in decline, Horace Stoneham, the team's longtime owner, wanting to provide Mays with longtime financial security, sent him to the Mets in a trade for a minor league pitcher, Charlie Williams.



Mays was in the next to last year of a two-year contract paying him $165,000 a season (the equivalent of a little more than $1 million today). When the deal was made, 
Joan Payson
, the Mets' president, who had been a stockholder in the New York Giants and was a fan of Mays, guaranteed him a 10-year, $50,000 annual payment apart from his baseball salary. He was to be a good-will ambassador and part-time instructor after his playing days ended.



Mays was hitting .167 when he joined the Mets, but on May 14, in his first game with them, before a Sunday crowd of some 35,000 at Shea Stadium, he beat the Giants with a home run. Yet he was 41, and his skills had eroded. The next year he was hampered by swollen knees, an inflamed shoulder and bruised ribs, and on Sept. 20, 1973, he announced his retirement.



A Ground-Out, and It's Over



Mays was honored at Shea five days later, but there was still a finale in the spotlight. The Mets won the pennant, and Mays played in the World Series against the Oakland A's. His last appearance was in Game 3, when he grounded to shortstop as a pinch-hitter for the relief pitcher Tug McGraw.




Mays drove in a 12th-inning run for the Mets with a single against the Oakland Athletics in Game 2 of the 1973 World Series. That was the last hit of Mays's career.




But what was envisioned as a long-term association with the Mets soured. Mays had little interest in instructional or promotional work. "Not playing was eating me up," he said. "I couldn't watch the games."



Mays's ties to the Mets ended in October 1979, after he signed a 10-year deal at an annual salary of $100,000 to represent Bally, the Atlantic City hotel and casino company. 
Bowie Kuhn
, the baseball commissioner, told Mays that he could not hold a job with a company that promoted gambling and also retain a salaried position in baseball. Mays decided to keep the Bally job and forgo the remainder of his $50,000 yearly payments from the Mets, which were to have continued through 1981. Kuhn suspended him from baseball.



Kuhn imposed a similar ban on Mantle in 1983 when he took a post with the Claridge casino and hotel in Atlantic City. But in March 1985, Peter Ueberroth, Kuhn's successor, revoked both bans, and Mays continued to work for Bally while becoming a part-time hitting coach for the Giants. In the late 1980s, the Giants gave Mays a lifetime contract as a front-office consultant.



He remained the Say Hey Kid, his vanity license plates proclaiming "Say Hey."








In 2004, the Giants star Barry Bonds tied Mays's career home run mark of 660 on April 12 at San Francisco against the Milwaukee Brewers. Bonds was Mays's godson and the son of his former teammate Bobby Bonds. Mays met Barry Bonds near the Giants' dugout and presented him with a torch he had received when he jogged a leg in the 2002 Olympic torch run. It was embellished with diamonds forming the numbers 660 and 661.



When the Mets held an old-timers' event at CitiField in August, 2022, they retired Mays's No. 24 jersey number and presented a tribute video to him along with a message from Mays, who could not attend, having undergone a hip replacement a few months earlier. Joan Payson, who wanted Mays to finish his career in New York City, had promised that the Mets would retire his number. But when she died in 1975, the promise had been unfulfilled.



Mays, who lived in Atherton, Calif., before moving to Palo Alto, is survived by his son, Michael, from his first marriage, to Margherite Chapman, which ended in divorce.
 
His second wife, Mae Louise (Allen) Mays, with whom he had no children, 
died in 2013
.



When the San Francisco Giants won the 1962 National League pennant, Mays was in the lead car of their victory parade. He also rode in the Giants' parades following their 2010, 2012 and 2014 World Series victories and accompanied the players to White House receptions hosted by President Obama after each of those victories. At his death, he was listed by the Giants as a special assistant to the president and chief executive.



The 'Best'



Mays largely stayed away from controversy and seldom spoke about racial issues, although he went on the radio in 1966 to help quell a riot in San Francisco after a Black teenager had been shot by a white police officer. During the civil rights struggles of the 1960s, Jackie Robinson criticized him for not drawing on his stature to confront the issues of the day. In the spring of 1968, Mays called a news conference to respond.



"People do things in different ways," he was quoted as saying by James S. Hirsch in "Willie Mays: The Life, the Legend" (2010). "I can't, for instance, go out and picket. I can't stand on a soapbox and preach. I believe understanding is the important thing. In my talks to kids, I've tried to get that message across. It makes no difference whether you are Black or white because we are all God's children fighting for the same cause."




San Francisco Giants Hall of Fame outfielder Willie Mays waves to the crowd as the team honors him on the day after his 90th birthday, Friday, May 7, 2021, in San Francisco




Mays evoked the image of a "natural," a superb athlete who needed to do little to hone his skills. But that was not the case.



"I studied the pitchers," Mays told the baseball writer 
Roger Kahn
 in "Memories of Summer." (2004). "I knew what every single pitcher's best pitch was. You wonder why? Because in a tight spot, with the game on the line, what's the pitcher going to throw? His best pitch. Curve, slider, fastball, whatever. His best pitch. Because I'd studied and memorized that, I'd be ready."



When he was selected for the Hall of Fame, Mays was asked to name the best ballplayer he had ever seen.



"I think I was the best ballplayer I've ever seen," he replied. "I feel nobody in the world could do what I could do on a baseball field."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/18/sports/willie-mays-dead.html
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Louisiana Requires All Public Classrooms to Display Ten Commandments



A law signed by Gov. Jeff Landry on Wednesday makes the state the only one with such a mandate. Critics have vowed to mount a constitutional challenge.




Gov. Jeff Landry of Louisiana signed legislation requiring the display of the Ten Commandments in every public classroom in the state.




By Rick Rojas


Jun 19, 2024


Gov. Jeff Landry signed legislation on Wednesday requiring the display of the Ten Commandments in every public classroom in Louisiana, making the state the only one with such a mandate and reigniting the debate over how porous the boundary between church and state should be.



Critics, including the American Civil Liberties Union and the Freedom From Religion Foundation, vowed a legal fight against the law they deemed "blatantly unconstitutional." But it is a battle that proponents are prepared, and in many ways, eager, to take on.



"I can't wait to be sued," Mr. Landry said on Saturday at a Republican fund-raiser in Nashville, according to 
The Tennessean
. And on Wednesday, as he signed the measure, he argued that the Ten Commandments contained valuable lessons for students.



"If you want to respect the rule of law," he said, "you've got to start from the original law giver, which was Moses."



The legislation is part of a broader campaign by conservative Christian groups to amplify public expressions of faith, and provoke lawsuits that could reach the Supreme Court, where they expect a friendlier reception than in years past. That presumption is rooted in recent rulings, particularly one in 2022 in which the court sided with a high school football coach who 
argued that he had a constitutional right to pray
 at the 50-yard line after his team's games.



"The climate is certainly better," said Charles C. Haynes, a senior fellow at the Freedom Forum and a scholar with an expertise in religious liberty and civil discourse, referring to the viewpoint of those who support the legislation. 



Still, Mr. Haynes said that he found the enthusiasm behind the Louisiana law and other efforts unwarranted. "I think they are overreaching," he said, adding that "even this court will have a hard time justifying" what lawmakers have conceived.



The measure in Louisiana requires that the commandments be displayed in each classroom of every public elementary, middle and high school, as well as public college classrooms. The posters must be no smaller than 11 by 14 inches and the commandments must be "the central focus of the poster" and "in a large, easily readable font."



It will also include a three-paragraph statement asserting that the Ten Commandments were a "prominent part of American public education for almost three centuries."



That reflects the contention by supporters that the Ten Commandments are not purely a religious text but also a historical document, arguing that the instructions handed down by God to Moses in the Book of Exodus are a major influence on United States law.



"The Ten Commandments is there, time and time again, as the basis and foundation for the system that America was built upon," said Matt Krause, a lawyer for the First Liberty Institute, a nonprofit legal organization defending religious expression.



Still, as lawmakers debated the measure, its supporters argued that such a visible display was about more that just sharing legal history.




Supporters contend that the Ten Commandments are not purely a religious text but also a historical document, and a major influence on United States law.




"Given all the junk our children are exposed to in classrooms today, it is imperative that we put the Ten Commandments back in a prominent position," said State Representative Dodie Horton, the Republican sponsor of the legislation.



The measure allows for "our children to look up and see what God says is right and what he says is wrong," Ms. Horton told colleagues. "It doesn't preach a certain religion, but it definitely shows what a moral code we all should live by is."



Critics said the legislation was a clear constitutional violation. In a joint statement, groups including the American Civil Liberties Union of Louisiana, Americans United for Separation of Church and State and the Southern Poverty Law Center argued that the law "violates students' and families' fundamental right to religious freedom."



"Our public schools are not Sunday schools," the statement said, "and students of all faiths, or no faith, should feel welcome in them."



The law is a product of a legislative season in which Republican lawmakers who had felt stifled for eight years under a Democratic governor, John Bel Edwards, sought to advance a flurry of conservative legislation to Mr. Landry, his Republican successor.



In a special session this year, lawmakers 
rolled back a previous overhaul
 of the criminal justice system and passed bills to lengthen sentences for some offenses, strictly limit access to parole, prosecute 17-year-olds charged with any crime as adults and allow methods of execution beyond lethal injection.



Lawmakers also advanced first-in-the-nation measures like designating 
abortion pills as dangerous controlled substances
 and allowing judges to 
order surgical castration of child sex offenders
.



Louisiana is the first state to enact a requirement for displaying the Ten Commandments in schools since the Supreme Court struck down a Kentucky law in 1980 that had a similar directive. In that case, Stone v. Graham, the court found that the law violated the establishment clause of the First Amendment.



But the Supreme Court has become 
more likely to rule in favor of religious rights
 under Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr.



Perhaps the strongest signal, conservative lawyers and activists said, was the 2022 ruling that found that Joseph Kennedy, an assistant football coach at a public high school near Seattle, was protected by the First Amendment when he offered prayers after games, often joined by students.



With that ruling, the majority discarded a longstanding precedent known as the Lemon test, which was applied to cases related to the establishment clause of the First Amendment. The 
clause is intended to "prevent government
 from either advancing (that is, establishing) or hindering religion, preferring one religion over others, or favoring religion over nonreligion," Mr. Haynes wrote.



The test required courts to consider whether the government practice being challenged had a secular purpose, whether its primary effect was to advance or inhibit religion, and whether it encouraged excessive government entanglement with religion.



The ruling was "kind of an inflection point," Mr. Krause said, adding, "I think that any decision that was based solely on the Lemon test is open to new scrutiny, whether that was graduation prayers or Nativity scenes on public lands or the Ten Commandments."



The Louisiana legislation -- and the litigation it essentially guarantees -- provides an opportunity to apply that scrutiny to public displays of the Ten Commandments.



Legislative efforts in other states have had a bumpy path. 
Similar proposals failed
 recently in Mississippi, Oklahoma, South Carolina and Texas. One introduced in Utah this year 
was watered down
 to a measure that would add the Ten Commandments to a list of documents and principles that could be included in school curriculums.



Mr. Haynes of the Freedom Forum said he believed that the courts -- including the Supreme Court, if the cases ascends that high -- would see through the statements about historical context and recognize that the motivation was to inject religious teaching into public classrooms.



If the courts did not agree, he said, the result would amount to a catastrophic erosion in the divisions between government and religion.



"That would change who we are as a country, to go in that direction and have no barrier to government entanglement with religion," Mr. Haynes said. "What would be left? What couldn't the government do?"



Michael Levenson
 and 
Sarah Mervosh
 contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/19/us/louisiana-ten-commandments-classrooms.html
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From Ukraine, Two Enormous Passengers Are Trucked and Flown to Safety



A pair of beluga whales were extricated from the besieged city of Kharkiv and taken to an aquarium in Spain with help from experts around the world.



By Marc Santora and Emily Anthes


Jun 19, 2024


It was a whale of an evacuation. Actually, two.



In what experts said was among the most complex marine mammal rescue ever undertaken, the pair of beluga whales were extricated from an aquarium in the battered city of Kharkiv in eastern Ukraine and transported to Europe's largest aquarium in Valencia, Spain, on Wednesday morning.



As Russian aerial bombardments of Kharkiv, Ukraine's second-largest city, have intensified, the evacuation of Plombir, a 15-year-old male, and Miranda, a 14-year-old female, came just in time, marine mammal experts said.



"If they had continued in Kharkiv, their chances of survival would have been very slim," said Daniel Garcia-Parraga, director of zoological operations at Oceanografic de Valencia, who helped lead the rescue.



Belugas, whose natural habitat is the Arctic, need cold water to survive. The devastation of the power grid in Kharkiv meant that the aquarium there had to rely on generator power, making it challenging to keep the waters cooled.



At the same time, the whales' diets were halved recently amid shortages of the 132 pounds of squid, herring, mackerel and other fresh fish the pair needed daily, Dr. Garcia-Parraga said. Ukrainian caregivers were even considering using discarded fish from restaurants and markets.



And in recent weeks, bombs exploded close enough to ripple the waters of their home at the NEMO Dolphinarium. As the conditions grew more precarious, the Ukrainians decided the whales required evacuation.




Russian bombardments of Kharkiv, Ukraine, like the one that destroyed an apartment building in May, made it increasingly untenable for the aquarium to keep the belugas.




Moving marine mammals can be risky in the best of circumstances. Transporting sick or stressed animals ratchets up the difficulty.



"You'd like to make sure that anybody that gets transported is as healthy as possible," said Michael Walsh, a veterinarian who leads the marine animal rescue program at the University of Florida but was not involved in the operation.



In emergencies, he said, "you may not have as much of a choice."



Dan Ashe, head of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums and the former head of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, said it took "the world's most elite team of marine mammal experts" to achieve what he said was "likely the most complex marine mammal rescue ever undertaken."



Specialists from Oceanografic de Valencia, Georgia Aquarium in Atlanta and SeaWorld all assisted the Ukrainians in the operation, a 36-hour journey over more than 1,900 miles that started on Monday evening and was completed just before dawn on Wednesday.



Kharkiv might seem an unlikely spot for belugas. But more than 3,500 cetaceans -- a group of animals that includes whales, dolphins and porpoises -- live in captivity globally, said Lori Marino, an expert on cetacean intelligence and captive animal welfare. "I'm not surprised to find captive cetaceans anywhere," she said in an email.



Dr. Marino, who is also the president of 
the Whale Sanctuary Project
, said cetaceans should not be kept in captivity.



"But if they are, we have a moral duty to keep them out of harm's way," she said.



The NEMO Dolphinariums, which operate in several locations across Ukraine, have repeatedly faced accusations of animal abuse. UAnimals, an animal rights group that has evacuated thousands of animals since Russia's invasion, issued 
a scathing report
 this year on the dolphinariums.



Olga Chevganiuk, head of the international department for the group, said the dolphinariums "must be banned in Ukraine right now."



Natalia Gozak, a wildlife rescue field officer at the International Fund for Animal Welfare who works in Ukraine, said that while the rescue was welcome, the whales should never have been in Kharkiv, noting that there were signs that NEMO had illegally obtained some animals from the wild.



"They catch marine mammals and use them -- train and use them for entertainment," she said. "That's definitely not OK."



The operators of the NEMO facilities have denied charges of cruelty.



While some seals, dolphins and sea lions were evacuated from the facility, the dolphinarium in Kharkiv is still open. Even though air-raid alerts there can last for more than 16 hours a day, it has dolphin shows.




One of the beluga whales transported to Spain.




But as the bombardment of the city intensified, the challenges of caring for the belugas were too great.



Dennis Christen, senior director of animal well-being and behavior at Georgia Aquarium, who met the whales after they had crossed from Ukraine into Moldova, said in an interview that "the complexities of this evacuation were immense" and that rescuers had worked for weeks to prepare.



Mr. Christen and Dr. Garcia-Parraga both said the rescue would have been impossible if  one of the world's leading beluga whale experts had not lived in Kharkiv.



That expert, Olga Shpak, abandoned her research the day Russia invaded and moved to Kharkiv to help in the war, working with 
Assist Ukraine,
 a charity assisting soldiers and civilians at the front.



Reached by phone as she was driving across eastern Ukraine, Ms. Shpak said she was aware of the whales' plight in Kharkiv when the war had started, but with Russian forces pressing against the city, evacuation was not feasible.



After the Russians were driven from the region in the fall of 2022 and the situation stabilized, the worries about the animals faded.



As conditions worsened in recent months and evacuation plans took shape, Dr. Garcia-Parraga reached out to Ms. Shpak. The two first met at a conference on beluga whales in Valencia in 2007 but had lost touch after the invasion. Once reconnected, Ms. Shpak became the central contact between the Ukrainians and the international experts.



Mr. Christen said they would pepper her day and night with a thousand questions and she fielded them all.



The issues started with Ukraine's transport crates, which were not designed for belugas and were too small. The Ukrainians decided that each time a crate with a whale was lifted, they would drain the water rather than risk breaking it.



"The Ukrainian team did a great job moving the animals from Kharkiv to Odesa," Dr. Garcia-Parraga said.



A member of the Oceanografic team met the truck carrying the crates in Odesa, where a critical inspection took place.



Once the truck crossed the border to Moldova, there would be no turning back. So if there was any issue with the crates or the health of the whales, they needed to spot it in Odesa. The team gave the greenlight and the whales were back on the road.



In Moldova, Dr. Garcia-Parraga and Mr. Christen hopped on the truck for the trip to the airport. Because the Moldovan airport lacked the heavy lifting cranes needed to move the whales, the rescuers chartered a specific cargo plane equipped with an interior crane.



Paperwork complications and the Italian prime minister's simultaneous transit through the airport all added precious hours to the trip. As the clock ticked, the team needed to constantly monitor the whales and keep the water in the tanks between 22 and 24 degrees Celsius.



They finally reached Valencia before dawn, and by 6:30 a.m. they were in their new home.



"We were very focused on the animals," Dr. Garcia-Parraga said. But he remained just as moved by the solicitude he saw from the Ukrainians who helped make the evacuation happen.



Even as they deal with their own trauma losing friends and loved ones, he said, they still showed deep compassion for the animals.
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Most New York City Pools Are Still Closed as Temperatures Soar



New Yorkers are sweating through an early heat wave, but the city's outdoor public pools won't open until June 27.




An outdoor pool at Tony Dapolito recreational center in Manhattan, which was closed on Tuesday.




By Alyce McFadden


Jun 19, 2024


Outdoor public pools in New York City won't open until June 27, leaving residents with fewer options to find refuge from this week's heat wave.



The city's 53 public outdoor pools are popular destinations in the summer. The pools, which are dotted across all five boroughs and are free to use, were visited more than one million times in 2022, according to 
city data
. But this week, with temperatures 
expected to climb into
 the 90s, New Yorkers will have to seek out other destinations to cool off.



Mayor Eric Adams 
announced on Tuesday
 that the city would devote $1 billion to improving the city's network of public pools over the next five years, though the new funding won't help sweltering residents this year. Eventually, it will cover the costs of building two new indoor pools and renovating existing facilities.



"New York City's pools and beaches are incredible places for New Yorkers to come together, learn to swim and beat the heat -- and as climate change makes heat waves like this week's more common and more severe, the need for pools has never been greater," said Mr. Adams in a statement on Tuesday.




With pools closed throughout New York City, residents sought relief from Tuesday's heat in the shade provided by local parks.




Like cities across the country, New York also faces an ongoing 
lifeguard shortage
. Last year, pools opened when the city had around half the 1,000 lifeguards they usually have on hand, prompting parks officials to 
close sections of some pools
. Now, the city says it is in better shape after 
it agreed to raise lifeguard wages
 for the second time in two years, this time to $22 per hour. The city will also offer a $1,000 retention bonus to lifeguards who worked last year and who agree to remain on duty through this year's peak season.



Indoor swimming pools are open year-round, though there are far fewer of them in the city and most New Yorkers must pay an 
annual membership fee
 to use them. Adults 65 and older qualify for a discounted rate, and people 24 and younger can swim for free.



On Tuesday, New Yorkers were already suffering from elevated temperatures as the heat index in parts of the city surpassed 90 degrees. With pools closed, families sought out fountains and shade in parks. Governor Kathy Hochul said 
admission and parking at New York State Parks would be free
 on Wednesday and Thursday.



Praise Mkandawire, 28, watched her three children jump through sprinklers and play with water toys at a park in Harlem. Her family recently moved to New York from North Carolina and are used to the heat.



"At least here there's splash pads close by, so we're taking advantage," she said.



Though it might feel as if summer is already in full swing, New York's outdoor pools aren't opening any later than they have in recent years. They opened on June 29 last year, and June 28 in 2022.



The increased funding announced Tuesday isn't set to change when pools open, but Councilman Shekar Krishnan 
proposed legislation
 this year that would both open the pools earlier in the year and keep them open longer each day.



"On the most sweltering days in New York City, like what we're experiencing this week, New Yorkers escape to our public pools and beaches to cool off," Mr. Krishnan, whose district is in Queens, said in a statement. "But pools are useless, and beaches are dangerous, if they are closed and unstaffed."



Currently, outdoor pools are set to open from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. every day, with an hour for cleaning starting at 3 p.m. Mr. Krishnan's proposal would require that they open at 8 a.m. and close at 8 p.m.



Camille Baker
 contributed reporting.
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California Joins Growing National Effort to Ban Smartphone Use in Schools



Gov. Gavin Newsom called for a statewide ban as states and large school districts have pursued similar prohibitions to prevent disruption and cyberbullying.




Gov. Gavin Newsom called on Tuesday for a ban on smartphone use in schools by the end of the current legislative session, as California's largest school district voted to pursue their own prohibition that could begin in January.




By Shawn Hubler


Jun 18, 2024


Gov. Gavin Newsom called on Tuesday for a statewide ban on smartphone use in California schools, joining a growing national effort to curb cyberbullying and classroom distraction by limiting access to the devices.



Mr. Newsom, who has four school-age children, said he would work this summer with state lawmakers to dramatically restrict phone use during the school day in the nation's most populous state. His directive came hours before board members at the Los Angeles Unified School District, the country's second-largest school district, voted to pursue their own smartphone ban that could begin in January.



"When children and teens are in school, they should be focused on their studies, not their screens," Mr. Newsom said in a statement.



The effort to curb devices on campus has transcended political lines, as Republican-led states like 
Florida
 and 
Indiana
 already have instituted their own restrictions. New York City leaves it up to individual campuses to determine their own policies after dropping a blanket cellphone ban in 2015, but Gov. Kathy Hochul said last month that she would pursue a statewide prohibition in 2025.



The moves in California followed a call this week 
for warning labels
 on social media platforms by the U.S. surgeon general, Dr. Vivek Murthy, who argued that they were fueling a mental health crisis among adolescents.



"Adolescents who spend more than three hours a day on social media face double the risk of anxiety and depression symptoms," Dr. Murthy 
wrote on Monday in an opinion piece
 for The New York Times. "And the average daily use in this age group, as of the summer of 2023, was 4.8 hours."



Many school districts in California already have restrictions on cellphone use during the school day, but enforcement can be a challenge for teachers and administrators, and policies are lenient enough that devices can still disrupt daily activities.



In Los Angeles, for instance, students are prohibited from using their phones during class but are allowed to bring them out during breaks. School board members said on Tuesday that they now wanted to ban the use of phones and social media platforms throughout the day.



Some parents in the past have objected to prohibitions because they fear losing access to their children in the case of a school shooting or other emergency. And teachers unions have been reluctant to take on the responsibility of having to enforce the policies, though they also have welcomed efforts to prevent distractions.



Mr. Newsom, a Democrat, said that he wanted the California Legislature to tighten existing cellphone limits in classrooms for the state's more than 5.5 million public school students before the Legislature's session ends in August, an announcement that was first reported by Politico.



Mr. Newsom previously 
signed legislation in 2019
 authorizing, but not requiring, districts to adopt cellphone bans. He signed an 
online safety law
 in 2022 requiring websites and apps to install protections for children, and then followed up last year by urging tech industry leaders in California to drop a lawsuit challenging the requirements.



Both laws were passed with sweeping bipartisan support in a State Legislature where such cooperation is rare and Democrats overwhelmingly control the agenda.



Last year, 
a study by Common Sense Media
 found that 97 percent of teenagers used cellphones during the school day. 
A study released in April
 by the Pew Research Center found that 72 percent of U.S. high school teachers and 33 percent of middle school teachers said cellphone distractions were a major problem in classrooms.



Mr. Newsom, whose two oldest children are teenagers, has personal experience with the difficulties of navigating a world in which social media and smartphone use has proliferated.



Last month at the Milken Institute Global Conference in Los Angeles, Mr. Newsom's wife, Jennifer Siebel Newsom, accused the tech industry of failing to address social media addiction and other mental health issues among young people exacerbated by technology. At one point, she said, she and her husband had pulled one of their daughters out of school because of cyberbullying by adults that was then mimicked by the child's classmates.



Smartphone use in schools, typically dealt with on a local level, has increasingly drawn the attention of officials in various states as teachers have complained about the academic costs of distraction and experts have raised alarms about the 
impact of social media on adolescent mental health
.



Last year, 
Florida
 passed a law requiring public school districts to bar students from using cellphones during class time, and 
some districts
 banned cellphones for the entire school day. 
Indiana
 approved a similar law this spring that will require districts to ban portable wireless devices in classrooms starting in the upcoming school year, with exceptions for emergencies. 



Tuesday's vote by the Los Angeles Unified School District board 
to set in motion a smartphone ban
 would affect more than a half-million students at more than 1,400 schools.



George McKenna, a longtime board member, voted against the proposal. He argued that teachers already had difficulty enforcing the existing restrictions, and that parents needed to be able to reach their children during natural disasters and other emergencies. And, he predicted, it will be only a matter of time before students subvert the ban.



"Children will be children, no matter what age they live in," he said.



But Nick Melvoin, one of the board members sponsoring the proposal, said the district was helping to lead a national movement.



"When the government put warning labels on cigarettes nearly 60 years ago, 42 percent of adults in this country smoked. Now it's down to about 11 percent," he said. "I think we're going to be on the vanguard here, and students and this entire city and country are going to benefit as a result."



Jonathan Wolfe
 contributed reporting from Los Angeles.
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Remembering Willie Mays as Both Untouchable and Human



Mays, who died on Tuesday at 93, had been perfect for so long that the shock of seeing baseball get the best of him was the shock of seeing a god become mortal.




Willie Mays in 1954.




By Kurt Streeter


Jun 19, 2024


At the end, the Say Hey Kid looked nothing like the extraordinary force who had been at the center of the American imagination for much of the 20th century.



The Kid -- Willie Mays -- struggled at the plate and stumbled on the basepaths. A line drive arced his way, easily catchable for Mays during most of his career. But he fell. Another outfield mistake caused the game to be tied in the ninth inning.



He was a creaky-kneed 42 years old on that October afternoon, 
Game 2 of the 1973 World Series
 -- Mays's New York Mets in Oakland facing the A's. On the grandest stage, the ravages of time had settled upon the game's most gilded star.



That he would redeem himself at the plate three innings later is often forgotten. The unthinkable had happened. Mays had not only failed, he had appeared lost, clumsy and out of sorts.



The shock of seeing him that way would linger long past his playing days as a warning: Don't be like Willie Mays, sticking around too long, stumbling in center field, a shadow of his former self. Such became the axiom, uttered in so many words by everyone from politicians to business leaders to commentators weighing in on great athletes who yearn to play into their twilight.



Quit before it is too late.



In retirement, Mays, who died on Tuesday at 93, did his best to ignore the game that would be his last. But there is another way to view its echoes.



The profound way that Mays's struggles stirred powerful emotion is a testament to both his greatness and the grip this son of the Jim Crow South -- the sixth Black player in the major leagues, after Jackie Robinson -- once held on Americans of every color and creed.



He had been perfect for so long. The shock of seeing baseball get the best of Willie Howard Mays was the shock of seeing a god become mortal.



How great was he?



Six hundred sixty. That is how many home runs bolted off Mays's bat during his career. When the Say Hey Kid retired, only Babe Ruth had more.



Mays ended 22 major league seasons with a 
total
 of 3,283 hits and held a .302 lifetime batting average, eye-popping for a player with such power. Twenty-four times, he was named to the All-Star team. Twelve times, he won the Gold Glove Award. Ten times, he drove in more than 100 runs.



He was named the National League's most valuable player twice. If it were not for a need to spread the award among players, some experts say, he could have been the M.V.P. seven more times.



Numbers and accolades tell only part of his story. For it was 
how
 Mays played -- the way he bent the confines of baseball to his will with his smarts, his speed, his style and his power -- that set him apart as the most deeply beloved of stars.




Mays scoring the tying run for the National League in the ninth inning of the 1964 All-Star Game.




"I don't know that Willie Mays ever got booed, even in the opposition ballpark," said Bob Kendrick, president of the 
Negro Leagues Baseball Museum
. "That is how loved he was. He was so likable and affable to people of all backgrounds. Every race.



"Every time he stepped on the field, you knew you would see something special that you likely had never seen before."



His emergence four seasons after 
Robinson had broken the major league color barrier
 in 1947 was perfectly timed.



In 1951, just 10 percent of American homes had television sets. During Robinson's prime years, only thin slices of the public could see him play -- either from the stands or on TV.



But technology improved, and television sets became more affordable. By 1954, when Mays won his first National League M.V.P. Award, roughly half of American homes had TV sets -- and baseball was televised nationally for the first time.



That fall, Mays and his Giants stunned Cleveland and won the World Series. Game 1 entered baseball lore because of a play that became known simply as the Catch.



The Catch began with a turbocharged center field sprint, the brown and burnt orange No. 24 on Mays's back facing home plate as he turned and chased Vic Wertz's scorching blast into the depths of center field.



How did Mays track the ball clearly enough to see it arc over his shoulder perfectly into his mitt?



How did he have the lucidity to remember that stopping base runners was paramount, or the ability to pirouette and fire a blistering strike to second base?



"This was the throw of a giant," the sportswriter Arnold Hano wrote in his dispatch from the game. "The throw of a howitzer made human."



Mays and the Giants moved west to San Francisco to begin the 1958 season. By then, national baseball broadcasts were commonplace, and almost every American household had a television. Mays seemed to be everywhere.



Unlike the outspoken, at times polarizing, Robinson and other Black stars of the day, Mays steered clear of weighing in on politics and civil rights. Staying above the fray had a benefit: White fans, never offended, idolized him with a fervor few, if any, Black athletes had ever felt.



So it became that his Giants led visiting National League teams in attendance for eight years during the 1960s. And so it became that Mays appeared on national TV talk shows, in comedies and on the covers of the most popular national magazines -- Time, Life, Look, Collier's and, naturally, Sports Illustrated.



Hollywood stars held Mays in awe and weren't afraid to offer compliments. "If I played baseball like you," Frank Sinatra gushed, "I'd be the happiest guy in the world."



When Mays played, he was part of a triumvirate of center field greats. The others were Duke Snider, with the Dodgers, and Mickey Mantle, with the Yankees.



Snider and Mantle were part of the old guard: white players who represented major league baseball as it had been.



Mays was wholly different.




Mays after playing his last game with the Giants in 1952 before his military service.




"He played in a way unheard-of at the time in the major leagues," said Harry Edwards, professor emeritus of sociology at the University of California, Berkeley. "It would have been called showboating had Jackie done it.



"But by the time Willie came through, Jackie had cleared that space, and 
Larry Doby
 in Cleveland had cleared that space. There was room for the evolution of Black play consistent with the style and the culture within which those players emerged."



Mays had polished that style as a teenager, barnstorming with the Birmingham Black Barons through the Negro Leagues -- where showmanship was viewed as a must.



During his rookie season in the majors, he "would blurt, 'Say who,' 'Say what,' 'Say where,' 'Say hey,'" said Barney Kremenko, a sportswriter for The New York Journal American. "In my paper, I tabbed him the Say Hey Kid. It stuck."



"Say hey" was part of his style. So were his throws from every imaginable angle. His basket catches. His daring forays on the basepaths. And his hat, which fit just a little small so it would fly off with every sprint and highlight his speed.



Mays buffed his fingernails, always wanting to look good. And then there was his smooth, powerful, sweeping swing, worthy of Rembrandt.



A certain kind of grimness is common to modern athletes. But when Mays walked onto the field, it looked as though there was nowhere else he belonged, nowhere else he would rather be.



"You would stay on the bench during batting practice simply to watch him -- and just watching him walk, even that was special," said Cleon Jones, who grew up in Alabama idolizing Mays and ended up sharing the outfield with him when the 
Giants traded Mays to the Mets
 in 1972.



"I'm telling you, even his uniform seemed to fit better than everybody else's uniform," Jones said. "The players held him with a reverence that felt almost spiritual."



Nobody wanted to see a god failing in twilight.



By then, the end loomed.



"He was badly injured," recalled Jones, whose locker was next to Mays's. "That knee looked like a watermelon. I would tell him, 'Take a day off,' but he wouldn't. He didn't want to let the team down. He couldn't function, but he never said no.



"I could see he had no business being in that lineup, no business playing, but Willie went out there. He felt he owed so much to the fans."



In that fateful second game of the 1973 World Series, in which the Mets played the A's in Oakland, Willie Mays came off the bench to relieve Rusty Staub as a pinch-runner.



First he fell rounding second base.



Then came the outfield blunder, as he ran to catch the bullet line drive and fell again. And then another clumsy fielding mistake.



"This is the thing I think all sports fans in all areas hate to see," intoned Tony Kubek, announcing the game on national television. "One of the greats, playing in his last years, having this kind of trouble, standing up and falling down."



To all of us, it was a gut punch




Mays began his career with the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro leagues in 1948.




But what is often forgotten -- and what we should choose to remember -- is that in this World Series game, Mays stood up one more time.



In the 12th inning, with the sun fading, with the score at 6-6 and with two men on base and two out, the A's pitcher, Rollie Fingers, commanded the mound. Mays dug in at the plate.



The pitcher coiled. He kicked his left leg high and unfurled a fastball -- stiff, straight and down the middle.



Mays swung and rapped the ball hard. It bounced over the mound, glanced past second base and caromed into the outfield.



That was the last hit in a career for all careers, and it put the Mets in front for good, though they would eventually lose the series in seven games.



Perched in the Oakland press box, Red Smith pounded out 
his column for The Times
.



"Never another like him," Smith wrote. "Never in this world."



And never will there be.
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Who Owns Alexander the Great? It's a Diplomatic Minefield.



North Macedonia has claimed historical figures as part of a drive to build a national identity. That has ruffled the feathers of the Balkan nation's neighbors.




A statue of Alexander the Great towering over the central square in Skopje, North Macedonia.




By Andrew Higgins


Jun 19, 2024


The center of Skopje, the capital of North Macedonia, a Balkan country born just 33 years ago as an independent state, is awash in history.



A statue of Alexander the Great looms over the central square. One of his father, Philip II of Macedon, towers above a nearby piazza atop an oversize pedestal. The city is also littered with tributes in bronze, stone and plaster to generations of other heroes from what the country sees as its glorious and very long history.



The problem, though, is that most of the history on display is claimed by other countries. Present-day North Macedonia, birthed by the breakup of Yugoslavia in the 1990s, has no real connection to Alexander the Great, who lived 2,000 years ago down the road in what is now Greece, and many of the other historical figures honored with statues are Bulgarian.



Slavica Babamova, the director of the national archaeological museum, has spent her career digging up and displaying ancient artifacts and has no problem focusing on the past. But she said she was unsettled by the plethora of statues, erected by her country in an effort to build a state and national identity.



"We have such a rich history of our own -- and so many things to say. But I don't see any need to push all this overdone marketing," she said, gesturing toward the Alexander the Great statue during an interview.



More important for North Macedonia and indisputably part of its history, she added, are the 
golden funeral mask and other stunning artifacts
 that predate Alexander and were found in an ancient necropolis near the village of Trebenishte in North Macedonia.




Magnets bearing the likeness of Alexander the Great were among the souvenirs for sale at a shop in Skopje.




North Macedonia's identity-building has long infuriated Greece, 
which claims ancient Macedonia as part of its own heritage
 and has a region named after it. Also angry is Bulgaria, another neighbor very possessive about some of the historical figures, particularly a 10th-century Bulgarian ruler, whose statues now crowd the center of Skopje.



Quarrels over who owns the past have not only unsettled scholars, but have also had serious consequences, blocking North Macedonia's entry into the European Union. They have also clouded an ambitious nation-building project founded on history that others insist belongs to them -- particularly Alexander the Great.



A conquering hero whose empire stretched from the Balkans to India in the fourth century B.C., Alexander was born in a city now in Greece. He did not live on the territory of what is today North Macedonia, historians generally agree, or speak its Slavic language. Slavs arrived in the area hundreds of years later.



But some of North Macedonia's territory was 
actually part of the ancient Kingdom of Macedonia
 and is scattered with archaeological sites containing artifacts from that time.



The problem, said Ms. Babamova, the museum director, is not that North Macedonia has no connection to the time of Alexander the Great but that it has overstated its claims. That, she added, started after the disintegration of Yugoslavia as nationalists began looking for ways to strengthen their fragile new state.



"At the end of the 1990s, there was a kind of hysteria," she said.




Statues adorning a bridge in Skopje near the archaeological museum that crosses the Vardar River. North Macedonia's identity-building has long upset some of its neighbors.




Greece, furious when its neighbor declared independence in 1991 using the name Macedonia, vowed to block its entry into NATO and the European Union.



As part of a deal with Greece in 2018, it 
agreed to call itself North Macedonia
, a name the Greek government accepted as sufficiently distant from the ancient Kingdom of Macedonia and Alexander the Great.



Just as tempers calmed with Greece, Bulgaria raised its own historical complaints, with nationalists there insisting that Macedonia was an artificial nation confected by communist anti-Nazi partisans, who proclaimed a state in 1944, and spoke a Bulgarian dialect. Bulgaria, an ally of Nazi Germany during World War II, threw up roadblocks in the way of European Union membership.



"We have the same problem with Bulgaria that Ukraine has with Russia. They say: 'You don't exist,'" said Nikola Minov, a history professor at Saints Cyril and Methodius University in Skopje.



Ukraine has struggled to assert a separate identity against just the Russian Empire. But the land now called North Macedonia has had to deal with the Roman Empire, of which it was part for five centuries, the Ottoman Empire, which governed these parts until the early 20th century, and intermittent rule by other outside forces, including Serbs and Bulgarians.




The Old Bazaar in Skopje, which dates back to the Ottoman Empire. Quarrels over who owns which parts of the past have not only unsettled scholars but have also had serious consequences.




Searching for a historical anchor with which to secure a new country whose only previous experience as an independent state lasted just 10 days in 1903, the central government a decade ago poured hundreds of millions of euros into a vast redevelopment project for Skopje.



It filled the city center with statues and turned drab government and commercial buildings into colonnaded palaces resembling a kitschy Hollywood set for a movie about ancient times.



The country's restive ethnic Albanian minority also plunged into history as they asserted their own separate identity, erecting a big statue in honor of Skanderbeg, an Albanian military commander who, in the 15th century, led a rebellion against the Ottoman Empire.



"I miss old Skopje," Ms. Babamov, the museum director, said, waxing nostalgic for how her city looked before the invasion of statues and Greek-style columns. "It has lost its soul."



The columns are mostly hollow and some of the ersatz ancient facades are already beginning to crumble. The prime minister who ordered the makeover, Nikola Gruevski, fled to Hungary in 2018 to escape a corruption conviction.




"We have such a rich history of our own -- and so many things to say," said Slavica Babamova, the director of the national archaeological museum. "But I don't see any need to push all this overdone marketing."




But his nationalism-tinged party has returned to power after 
winning a presidential and parliamentary election
 on May 8.



Its current leadership seems to have cooled its ardor for Alexander the Great, but sees no reason to remove his or the other statues. "This is not a fake history that we just manufactured," the party's deputy leader, Timco Mucunski, insisted. "There are historians who say that we have real connections" to ancient Macedonia.



Determined to hang onto that connection, the new government has angered Greece by signaling it wants to drop "north" from the name of the country. At a swearing-in ceremony in May, the newly elected president referred to it as just Macedonia, prompting a walkout by the Greek ambassador.



Mr. Mucunski, the new governing party's deputy leader, said the 2018 agreement with Greece surrendering Macedonia as the country's name would be honored as "a political and legal reality" but added: "Do we like it? No!"



Dalibor Jovanovski, a prominent Skopje historian, said he did not like the name "North Macedonia" either but saw it as the unfortunate price that had to be paid for entry into the European Union.



"Everyone always thinks that history only belongs to them, that there is no shared history," he said. "But in this part of the world, everything is fluid. Everything is mixed up."




A statue of Philip II of Macedon, the father of Alexander the Great, near Skopje's Stone Bridge.




Some Skopje residents say they do not like the clutter of so many statues, but many take pride in what they see as tributes to a proud, long history. "The Greeks claim him," said Ljupcho Efremov, strolling past Alexander the Great. "But he was Alexander of Macedonia, not Alexander of Greece."



Bisera Kostadinov-Stojchevska, a former minister of culture, said she had planned to clear the city of at least some of the statues by moving them to a park outside town. But she gave up after her staff, instructed to look for zoning law violations, found that "unfortunately, everything was legal."



She said she was particularly eager to get rid of a big rendering of Czar Samuil, a 10th-century Bulgarian king. The statue, which faces Alexander, is not only ugly and obstructs the view, she said, but also "really annoys Bulgarians."



She is not a big fan of Alexander the Great either. "I don't feel connected to him at all. Not linguistically, not culturally, not emotionally."
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Congressional Memo



It's Unanimous: In the Senate, Neither Party Consents to the Other's Ideas



Democrats sought to quickly reinstate a ban on gun bump stocks after a Supreme Court ruling. It was the latest Senate floor fight to end in a predictable stalemate.




Senator Chuck Schumer, the majority leader, has not shied away from acknowledging the political implications of his recent legislative initiatives on the Senate floor.




By Carl Hulse


Jun 19, 2024


In the Senate, the term "U.C." stands for "unanimous consent" -- usually verbal shorthand for an agreement by all senators to quickly take up and pass a bill. But with the November elections just months away, it might as well stand for: "You see? Our political opponents are dead wrong on this issue."



With the focus of the political universe turning to the upcoming fight for control of Congress and the White House, lawmakers are spending most of their time not on real legislative work but in trying to corner their rivals on hot-button issues.



On the Senate floor in recent days, those efforts have often taken the form of unanimous consent requests that are designed to fail, thus spotlighting one party or another's refusal to agree to a policy proposal.



Such procedural skirmishes provide a shortcut to Senate showdowns on wedge issues or subjects on which one party believes it has the upper hand. That was the case on Tuesday, when Democrats attempted to quickly bring up and pass a bill that would outlaw gun bump stocks after the Supreme Court last week 
struck down a ban on the devices
.



Like similar recent maneuvers, Democrats knew the U.C. attempt would fail because of a Republican objection, but they tried anyway in a bid to give themselves a talking point against the G.O.P.



"What today's bill does is return things to the status quo set by Donald Trump, saying bump stocks are dangerous and should be prohibited," Senator Chuck Schumer, Democrat of New York and the majority leader, said on Tuesday. "Senate Republicans by and large supported Donald Trump's ban on bump stocks back then, so they should support this bill today."



They didn't.



"I will stick with the court," said Senator Lindsey Graham, Republican of South Carolina, who said he would prefer to align himself with the Supreme Court ruling than be steamrolled by Democrats. "It's all political posturing for the election."



The outcome of the quick back and forth was a classic of the genre. In the bump stock case, the tussle was over the Supreme Court's decision to invalidate the ban on a device that allows semiautomatic weapons to fire more rapidly. The Trump administration imposed the ban after a 2017 mass shooting at a Las Vegas concert.



Last week, the U.C. battlegrounds were Supreme Court ethics issues and in vitro fertilization. In coming weeks, there are likely to be more abortion rights conflicts and other topics rising in the heated campaign environment.



Here's how it works: A member of one party takes the floor to ask unanimous consent -- meaning the agreement of all 100 senators -- to immediately take up and pass this bill or that measure without debate, often since something has occurred to give it urgency.



The senator making the request lays out the case for the legislation even though it is extremely unlikely to speed through. A senator on the opposing side is allowed to lay out the opposition before ultimately objecting and blocking the effort in a chamber where it is nearly impossible to move expeditiously if anyone balks.



"Objection is heard," the presiding officer then declares. And that's that. Cue scores of news releases highlighting the effort -- and the move to block it.



While it may seem like a waste of time and energy, the stagecraft allows the parties to show where the battle lines are drawn on a particular subject. Despite the limitations, some lawmakers embrace the strategy, particularly since votes on bills and amendments 
have declined in the Senate in recent years
.



"The U.C.s are the only means we have to draw the contrast and to put political markers in the ground to show that Republicans are blocking common-sense steps to prevent gun violence," said Senator Richard Blumenthal, Democrat of Connecticut. "Looking from a practical standpoint, U.C.s may seem futile, but Republicans have to put it on the line. And they take very little time to do."



To Mr. Blumenthal's latter point, the maneuver is streamlined, much faster than taking the cumbersome, time-consuming procedural steps of forcing roll call votes on similar politically charged issues. Those votes can take days to set into motion but have the advantage of forcing each senator to weigh in rather than one lawmaker registering blanket opposition.



Democrats considered their 
in vitro protection bill
 consequential enough to hold a doomed test vote last week and force every Republican to record their position; all but two opposed it. Trying to soften the blow, Senator Ted Cruz, Republican of Texas, made a unanimous consent request for the Senate to instead pass a Republican version of an in vitro fertilization protection measure that Democrats consider woefully inadequate. An objection was heard.



"Senate Democrats don't want a protection of I.V.F.," Mr. Cruz asserted after his legislation was blocked. "They want a campaign issue."



On another unanimous consent bid last week, Republicans 
blocked a Supreme Court ethics measure
 pushed by Democrats. Democrats had been facing pressure from progressive court activists to become more aggressive in their efforts to step up oversight of the court and the failed effort helped quiet some demands.



Democrats have been mixing up their efforts in recent weeks to highlight divisions with Republicans, forcing votes and making failed U.C. requests on border policy, abortion rights and now gun safety with bump stocks. The effort is not lost on Republicans.



"This is Week 3 of Chuck Schumer focusing on fake problems instead of real problems," J.D. Vance, Republican of Ohio, told reporters on Monday.



Mr. Schumer has not shied from acknowledging the political implications of his recent legislative initiatives on the floor, but he also said the bump stock bill sponsored by Senator Martin Heinrich, Democrat of New Mexico, should earn consensus support given that the ban was already in place with the backing of both parties.



"Passing a bill banning bump stocks," he said, "should be the work of five minutes."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/19/us/politics/senate-democrats-republicans-guns-ivf.html
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Black Farmers in Georgia Cool to Biden, Reflecting a Bigger Challenge



White farmers filed lawsuits to block a debt forgiveness initiative, but the Biden administration is still bearing the blame.








By Alan Rappeport
Photographs by Marilyne Moja Mwangi


Jun 17, 2024


On a hot day in May, Andrew L. Smith Sr., a vegetable farmer from Ludowici, Ga., listened with skepticism as Tom Vilsack, the U.S. agriculture secretary, touted President Biden's efforts to help Black farmers overcome 
decades of discrimination.



Seated alongside hundreds of farmers in front of a former plantation once owned by a Georgia slaveholder, Mr. Smith, 62, wondered why he had not benefited from any of those programs, including one aimed at helping Black farmers clear their debts.



Mr. Smith, a third-generation farmer, said he was especially frustrated that he is not eligible for another effort that will compensate farmers who have faced discrimination. He was told that he cannot apply for that money because he does not have the correct paperwork documenting the discrimination his family faced.



"We march on using what we got and then they tell us that you can't even use that," he said.



Mr. Smith voted for Mr. Biden in 2020. This year, he is considering backing former President Donald J. Trump.



Black voters are key to Mr. Biden's re-election, but many say they are disenchanted with the president and are considering voting for Mr. Trump in November. The visit by Mr. Vilsack to the Sherrod Institute's annual "field day" in Albany, Ga., was part of an intensifying effort by Mr. Biden's top aides to court them ahead of the election. Polls show that Mr. Biden's support among a constituency that powered him to victory in 2020 has been shaky in critical swing states like Georgia, where Black farmers are a small but important voting bloc that is feeling let down.



At the farm event, Mr. Vilsack tried to make the case that progress is underway. He pointed to a new racial equity committee, the hiring of several Black leaders and efforts to root out racism within the Agriculture Department, which some Black farmers call the "last plantation" because of its history of 
lending policies that discriminated against Black farmers
.



"It's been an uphill battle," Mr. Vilsack said of the plight of Black farmers in America. "An act of defiance against the system designed to protect the incumbent."



The overture was met with polite applause but also with doubts, echoing the sentiments expressed by Black farmers both in Georgia and nationwide during Mr. Biden's term.



Relief Hopes Raised and Dashed




Paul Copeland, a farmer in Shiloh, Ga., keeps a letter from the Agriculture Department that said the loan on his property would be forgiven. "It's a reminder of what I could have done, a reminder of a promise not fulfilled," he said.




When Democrats passed the 2021 American Rescue Plan, it included $4 billion of debt forgiveness for Black and other "socially disadvantaged" farmers, a group that has endured decades of discrimination from banks and the federal government. The agency sent out letters 
to approximately 16,000 farmers around the country
 about the coming awards, stoking hope that financial relief was on the way.



One of those letters was sent to Paul Copeland, a farmer in Shiloh, Ga., who received an official notice in 2021 that the loan on his property would be forgiven. Mr. Copeland, who has about $150,000 left to repay, said he planned to invest in his ranch, where he raises about 70 cows that he sells for beef, once that financial burden was lifted.



But the promise of the debt relief program was dashed after groups representing white 
farmers filed lawsuits to block
 it, arguing that the federal government was engaging in reverse discrimination by awarding money based on race. The lawsuits were initiated by America First Legal, an organization led by Stephen Miller, a former top Trump administration official. The Department of Justice ultimately declined to appeal a court ruling that 
blocked the program from going into effect
.



Mr. Copeland, 65, has kept the letter. "It's a reminder of what I could have done, a reminder of a promise not fulfilled," he said. 



Democrats 
tried again
 in 2022 by creating two new funds to help farmers as part of the Inflation Reduction Act. There is a $2.2 billion program to provide financial assistance to farmers, ranchers and forest landowners who faced discrimination before 2021. And a 
$3.1 billion program
 to cover loan payments for farmers facing financial distress.



The financial distress program has paid more than $2 billion to more than 40,000 people, and the Agriculture Department estimates that Black and "underserved" farmers have benefited the most.



However, the fund for farmers who have faced discrimination, which could include any ethnic group, has yet to pay out anything. The U.S.D.A. has employed outside firms to vet more than 60,000 applications. The money is expected to start flowing in August.



To some Black farmers, the balky process is reminiscent of their experiences when trying to get settlement money following 
racial discrimination lawsuits in the 1990s
.



"The very agency that did the discrimination is rolling out the program and determining what's going to be," said John Boyd Jr., the president of the National Black Farmers Association, which has been helping its members across the country navigate the application process.



Mr. Boyd sued the federal government in 2022 for failing to follow through on the original debt relief program. In May, he visited the White House to press for debt forgiveness and a foreclosure moratorium for Black farmers across the country.



The lack of progress has convinced Mr. Boyd that he cannot support Mr. Biden's re-election bid. While he did not say that he was ready to back Mr. Trump, he suggested that the Trump administration had worked harder to help white farmers than Mr. Biden had for Black farmers.



"Those farmers who have Trump signs in their yard, Trump made sure they got some happy checks," Mr. Boyd said, referring to more than $20 billion in payments that Mr. Trump made to compensate farmers for lost sales as a result of his trade war.



A federal watchdog report showed that 
most of the aid went to large farms
, which are predominantly white-owned.



"Here I am fighting with an administration that should be embracing our population," said Mr. Boyd, who did receive a few thousand dollars of aid money during the Trump administration.



Shrinking in Size but Growing in Political Clout




Shirley Sherrod, a former Georgia rural development director for the Agriculture Department who now serves on its equity commission, said the Biden administration was unfairly blamed for the challenges facing its debt relief programs.




The fact that Mr. Biden has fallen out of favor with a key voting bloc underscores the significant challenge he faces in the fall.



A New York Times/Siena poll
 in May showed Mr. Biden trailing Mr. Trump in Georgia by 10 points, with 20 percent of Black voters leaning toward backing the former Republican president in a two-way race. While Black farmers are a small slice of the population, their vote could be critical in a state that Mr. Biden won by just 12,000 votes in 2020.



Black farmers have been shrinking in numbers amid economic obstacles and difficulty getting loans. They have lost about 90 percent of their land over the last century as large agricultural corporations have become dominant and consolidated the nation's farmland. By 2022, 
the 42,000 Black farmers left in the U.S.
 represented about just over 1 percent of the nation's 
3.4 million farm operators
.



Some are threatening to make their voices heard at the polls.



In January, Corey Lea, a Tennessee cattle rancher and director of an organization representing rural Black America called the Cowtown Foundation, sent a scathing letter to Mr. Biden and top Democrats stating that Black voters, particularly farmers, "shall denounce unwavering support of the Democratic Party."



Mr. Lea, an Independent voter who is suing the Biden administration over its relief programs, has been raising money on his website to "defeat Joe Biden" in 2024. He took his message to Atlanta in February and told an audience at the Georgia Black Republican Council that America's Black farmers and ranchers had seen very little monetary support from the Biden administration. He reminded them: 
"There is power in our vote."



Other candidates are trying to capture that vote. Robert F. Kennedy Jr., the Independent candidate, said in May that if elected he would remove the Agriculture Department's leadership and give Black farmers the money that had been "stolen" from them.



Allies of Mr. Trump have been targeting Black voters in rural Georgia. The Make America Great Again PAC aired an advertisement nearly 1,000 times in Macon, Ga., from late April to mid-May, according to the ad tracking firm CMAG, blaring headlines about Black and Hispanic voters abandoning Mr. Biden. 



Janiyah Thomas, the Trump campaign's director of Black media, said Black farmers are struggling under the Biden administration's regulations and would be better served by Mr. Trump.



"With President Trump back in the White House, Black farmers will be able to feed the world without overreach by the federal government," Ms. Thomas said.



A Frustrating Game of Waiting




"I think we did better under President Trump," said John Slaughter, a farmer in Buena Vista, Ga.




John Slaughter, a 39-year-old Black farmer who owns 200 acres of land in Buena Vista, Ga., plans to vote for Mr. Trump in November. He believes that Democrats merely talk a good game when it comes to saying they want to help Black farmers.



During 5 a.m. prayer group meetings, Mr. Slaughter said that he and other farmers talk about the discrimination they have faced and wonder about their relief money applications. In many instances, farmers have lost the deeds to their farms after falling behind on payments or can only pay interest on their loans.



Mr. Slaughter's farm is not currently operating, but he hopes to use any federal money to buy new equipment to get it up and running. He prefers Mr. Trump because in 2019 the Trump administration helped him resolve an administrative error that allowed his family to reclaim the deed for the farm, which once grew butter beans, purple hull peas and okra.



"I think we did better under President Trump," said Mr. Slaughter, who traveled to Washington as a child with his father to protest discrimination against farmers. "President Trump, he did something for us while he was in office. President Biden, what have you done for me?"



A Push for Progress




"It's been an uphill battle," the agriculture secretary, Tom Vilsack, said of the plight of Black farmers in America.




Some prominent figures advocating the cause of Black farmers praised the Biden administration's efforts to help them.



Shirley Sherrod, a 
former U.S.D.A. employee
 who advises the agency on racial equity issues and leads the 
institute that hosted the farm event
, said that she is seeing signs of progress, such as more Black farmers being approved for loans. Ms. Sherrod, 
whose father was killed by a White farmer in the 1960s
, said she did not think Mr. Trump would be better for Black farmers.



"What does Trump care about civil rights?" she asked.



Mr. Vilsack defended his agency's work during an interview and said the Biden administration had faced stiff resistance when attempting to provide debt relief in 2021.



"We were faced with 13 separate lawsuits run by Stephen Miller and his ilk," Mr. Vilsack said.



He also expressed frustration that legal and administrative obstacles had led to Black farmers being disappointed.



"You'd love to be able to write the checks immediately, but you can't," he said.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/17/us/politics/black-farmers-biden.html
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Robert F. Kennedy Jr.'s Conspiracy of Ravens



The presidential candidate keeps two of the free-minded birds as wild pets. They're much better behaved than his old emu, Toby, who would attack his wife, Cheryl Hines.




Robert F. Kennedy Jr. using scraps of meat to entice his two ravens at his Los Angeles home last week. He has long been fascinated with birds, keeping ravens, crows, owls and other species as pets throughout his life.




By Rebecca Davis O'Brien


Jun 19, 2024


Robert F. Kennedy Jr. was getting annoyed, fingers tapping on his lawn chair. As a reporter and a photographer crouched expectantly in the bushes behind his Los Angeles home, his two wild ravens were refusing to cooperate with a photo shoot.



"I'm not going to reward their bad behavior," he said at last, closing the greasy bag of meat scraps he had brought out for the birds. He strode into the house, trailed by a dog.



As an independent presidential candidate, Mr. Kennedy, 70, has leaned into his storied political lineage, his career in environmental law and 
his caustic anti-establishment beliefs
 that at times veer into conspiracy theory. But an often overlooked part of his pitch to voters is his image, long cultivated and not very lightly worn, as a rugged outdoorsman with a quirky enthusiasm for wildlife and nature.



And yet I was surprised recently when a routine phone call to ask Mr. Kennedy for comment about another article was interrupted by a loud "caw" at the other end of the line.



Asked what the sound was, Mr. Kennedy paused, then said, "I have a couple of pet ravens."



I had many questions, the most pressing of which was: "Can I meet the ravens?" I was going to be out in Los Angeles the next weekend anyway.



"Sure," he said.




When Mr. Kennedy and his wife, Cheryl Hines, moved into their home about four years ago, he noticed a pair of ravens nesting. A few months ago, he said, he decided to try to tame them using food.




Birds have long been a particular fascination of Mr. Kennedy's. Since his youth, he says, he has kept ravens, peacocks, crows, owls, homing pigeons and guinea fowl as pets. He trains hawks and hunts with them; in New York, he says he used to be a licensed rehabilitator of birds, caring for injured or orphaned ones. In 2005, he published a children's book about St. Francis of Assisi, the patron saint of animals, birds and the environment. Donors to his campaign have been invited to go falconing with him.



Ravens are beautiful, clever, cooperative and adaptive, fiercely protective and ubiquitous. But they are not the stuff of polite society. Their black plumage, beady eyes, haunting cry and eager scavenging have earned them a prominent and creepy place in myth and folklore. They are opportunistic eaters of just about anything, but their consumption of carrion -- their comfort with the dead -- made them a bad omen long before Edgar Allan Poe turned them into a cliche.



Their collective noun is an "unkindness" or -- wait for it -- a "conspiracy" of ravens.



Mr. Kennedy, and the personal and political curiosities surrounding him, has emerged as an unpredictable element in this presidential election, with some polls showing him in the double digits, drawing votes from both President Biden and former President Donald J. Trump. Even if he is unable to get on the ballot in enough states to win, he could still tip the election: He is already on the ballot in the battleground state of Michigan, along with five other states.



His campaign has submitted ballot applications in more than a dozen
 
other states, but he is 
unlikely to be officially approved for those ballots
 in time to qualify for CNN's presidential debate next week.



Still, he had time to introduce the ravens last week, so I drove out to the hilly reaches of northwest Los Angeles to meet them, joined by Ruth Fremson, a veteran New York Times photographer.



On a hike with his three dogs, Mr. Kennedy told us about his "first crow," which came into his life when he was about 10 years old. Ravens are larger and smarter, and they are "sociable," he said.




Mr. Kennedy also has three dogs. 




When he and his wife, the actress Cheryl Hines, moved into their current home about four years ago, he noticed a pair of ravens nesting in a large palm tree. A few months ago, he said, he decided to try to tame them. The main strategy is food.



"They come closer and closer," he said. "By the end of the summer, they'll be eating from my hands."



I asked him how Ms. Hines felt about this. "She's good with the ravens," he said. But, he added, "She had a big fight with my emu."



Back at the house, Ms. Hines confirmed: "This emu was so aggressive."



The emu, Toby, had moved out to Malibu with Mr. Kennedy in 2014 and took up residence in the backyard. But Toby was jealous of Ms. Hines, and took to charging at her violently. She started carrying a shovel in self-defense whenever she stepped outside. Every morning, she wondered: "Is today going to be the day that I wake up and kill an emu in my backyard?"



One day, alone at home, she took a call from a producer and stepped outside for better reception. "I start telling him about this script, and the emu starts chasing me as fast as he could," she recalled. 



Here, Ms. Hines -- dressed for a pickleball match -- did an impression of pitching a producer while batting away a large, flightless bird.



Years later, Toby was killed by a mountain lion.




Toby, a pet emu of Mr. Kennedy, had a strained relationship with Cheryl Hines, the candidate's wife.




The ravens are comparatively unobjectionable, Ms. Hines said, even "cute." But when Mr. Kennedy is away on the campaign trail, they can be a little needy. Lately, Ms. Hines has looked up to see them looking down at her, impatiently, from the skylight in their bathroom. "Like: 'When is he coming back?'"



Even with ravens gently rapping at her chamber door, Ms. Hines said, she did not respond "Nevermore."



Instead she told them, "Guys, I'm not interested."



As she recounted this, Mr. Kennedy grabbed the bag of meat scraps -- "cheap steak," he said -- from the refrigerator and stepped into the backyard. Raising his head, he shouted: "Caw! Caw!"



A few moments later, two black arrows emerged against the sky, circling and drifting, their spade-like tails and feathers gleaming as they drew closer. They called back.



Mr. Kennedy tossed some meat onto the deck, then sat in a lawn chair, while Ruth, about 20 feet away, trained her large lens on the scene.



The ravens made several close sweeps, one at a time. Finally, one perched on a nearby tree while the other alighted on the deck. It grabbed the meat, and the pair flew off.



"This is unusual," Mr. Kennedy said. The birds were being particularly cautious, with one acting as a lookout while the other grabbed the food. "Normally, they would both land at the same time and come toward me."



This went on for more than an hour, and they seemed increasingly wary.



"I think they don't like the camera," Mr. Kennedy said.




One of Mr. Kennedy's ravens perched in his backyard. 




We agreed to reconvene in the late afternoon, when the ravens might be less skittish. In the meantime, we took a tour of his office, where we saw a large stuffed turtle -- his erstwhile pet, Carruthers -- and a taxidermied Sumatran tiger, a gift from 
President Sukarno
 of Indonesia
 
to Mr. Kennedy's father, Robert F. Kennedy.



When we returned, hours later, the ravens still seemed deeply suspicious. Ruth and I moved on and off the deck, hoping that playing it cool might draw them in. I learned that one of Mr. Kennedy's dogs, Ronan, who is now 13 and deeply arthritic, had in his prime killed several household animals, including yet another emu and a turtle (not Carruthers).



Soon, the ravens were nowhere to be seen. Mr. Kennedy apologized, but he was late for a television spot.



Hours later, at the airport, he sent a series of photographs and videos. Apparently, once we had left, the ravens had alighted together.



"Now they are cooperating," Mr. Kennedy said. By the end of the week, they were within arm's reach.



This week, he introduced the birds to his followers with a 
video
 on 
social media
. "I've gotten them to come in and join me for meditations every morning on my balcony," he said.



"Edgar Allen Potus," one commenter wrote on Instagram.




Apparently suspicious of mainstream journalists, the ravens returned for a photo with Mr. Kennedy hours after the reporting visit.
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They Spent Their Life Savings on Life Coaching



Some people who wanted to improve their lives and careers through coaching found themselves trapped in what they described as a pyramid scheme.








By Katie Bishop


Jun 02, 2024


To an outsider, Billiejo Mullett is someone who has her head firmly screwed on. She's smart and educated -- a registered nurse who works for a medical insurance provider -- and balances her career with a busy family life.



In many ways, Ms. Mullett, who lives in Minoa, N.Y., seems to have things figured out, which is why she is still reeling from a life-coaching experience she describes as a "pyramid scheme" that took tens of thousands of dollars from her.



"I'm an intelligent human being," Ms. Mullett, 46, said. "We all think that it'll never happen to us. That's the really scary part."



She is part of a growing cohort speaking out about the opaque underbelly of life coaching, an unregulated industry with an often-hefty price-tag, and a significant cost reaching far beyond funds spent.



With early roots in the late-20th-century pull toward self-improvement, life coaching broadly encompasses a program of goal-setting and talk-therapy-style sessions aimed at improving an individual's circumstances and well-being.



Business is booming. The International Coaching Federation, the world's largest nonprofit coaching association, estimated that the industry was worth 
$4.6 billion in 2022
 and that the number of coaches 
increased 54 percent
 between 2019 and 2022. Because the industry lacks standardized accreditation, it's most likely larger -- one of the dangers of life coaching is that anyone can claim the title of life coach.



And while many operate with integrity, providing thoughtful and structured advice to their clients to help them through challenging times, the unregulated nature of the industry can make it easy to take advantage of people.



An Expensive Dream



In 2018, Ms. Mullett was tiring of the grind of the corporate world and struggling to form a blended family with her now-husband when she discovered life coaching.



"My friend recommended a podcast, and I immediately felt that this was what I'd been looking for," she said. "The host was talking about how our thoughts impact our emotions and our behaviors. I was hooked."



Ms. Mullett started to watch videos on the host's website. The host, a life coach whom Ms. Mullett asked not to be named for fear of retaliation and harassment, combined the language of successful businesswomen with the promise of a new career in which women could be in control of their own work and schedule, help others and improve themselves.



There were videos "talking about how your brain is the most valuable thing you can invest in," Ms. Mullett said.



She withdrew $18,000 from her 401(k) to pay for her first course at a leading life coach school, hoping that it would lead to a much-needed career change.



The course wasn't what she expected. Ms. Mullett described a confusing and low-quality program of online lessons -- one hour per week for six months -- in which aspiring coaches discussed chapters they had read outside of class and practiced coaching one another. She said that students were often belittled and that questioning the wisdom of the coaches who led the course was discouraged.



But Ms. Mullett remained hopeful and believed she had learned some valuable things, for example, that she had an ability to focus only on the things in her life that she could control. She had spent an extraordinary amount of money on the certification and clung to the dream that had been sold to her: earning good money while fulfilling her passion for helping others.



"It's hard to let go of that dream," she said.



After completing the program, Ms. Mullett was certified by the school and hoped to start coaching. But although she had initially been told that her certification would give her "everything I needed to make my first $100,000," Ms. Mullett found herself short of clients and scrambling to make any income. The solution that she was offered? To spend more money on being coached.



"How can you sell someone on the value of coaching if you're not paying for coaching yourself?" she said she was told.



Ms. Mullett felt pressured to increasingly spend substantial sums on coaching classes and business mentoring, supposedly to help bolster her fledgling career. She started with a $2,000 course and, when it seemed to elevate her business slightly, enrolled in a similar course that cost $5,000 and then spent an additional $10,000 on coaching.



"I wasn't making money," she said. "I was spending money."



Vulnerable to Exploitation



Maire O Sullivan, a lecturer in marketing at Munster Technological University in Ireland and an expert on multilevel marketing schemes, said schemes like the one that Ms. Mullett had been drawn into were part of the reason for the life-coaching industry's rapid growth.



"The boom is being fueled by an appetite for life coaching, but it's also being fueled by artificial means," Ms. O Sullivan said. "There is a problem in the industry of coaches who coach coaches to become coaches."



Although 
surveys suggest
 that coaches charge an average of $244 an hour, this fee is most likely skewed by a handful of top industry names who charge thousands for an hourly session. Some charge 
over $6,000
 for a half-day session and 
$200,000
 for 50-hour packages. A majority of coaches are also limited by demand -- most report coaching for around 11 hours per week. This means that many coaches have to expand their businesses through other methods.



This may be by employing other life coaches and taking a cut of their profits, creating what is known as a downline, or by selling things like coaching certifications to their follower base.



Sunny Richards was first introduced to life coaching by a friend. Ms. Richards, 52, lives in Dallas and previously made six figures working as a project manager in information technology. She had been struggling with loneliness after being forced to relocate for her husband's job and being laid off from two jobs within the span of 18 months. She said she was "in a state of depression" when she signed up for a life coaching course, which cost her $300 per month.



For Ms. Richards, this was the beginning of six "emotionally and financially devastating" years. She upgraded her course to one that cost around $3,000 per month in the hope of becoming certified as a life coach. Once she became certified, she said she was "bombarded" by other coaches trying to sell her additional courses or qualifications.



"The industry eats itself," she said. "There were celebrity coaches, and then there were the rest of us, and the rest of us were competing for coaching space."



Although Ms. Richards became skeptical of the industry, she said that her stubbornness made her stick with it. "I'm not a quitter," she said. "I saw the issues a long time ago, but walking away was too difficult."



Ms. O Sullivan said this experience was common among people who found themselves pulled into life coaching's expensive offerings. "Life coaching attracts people who are vulnerable to exploitation," she said.



The pinnacle of this exploitation has been exposed by recent high-profile legal battles and criminal charges against several coaching organizations. In the United States, the founder 
of Nxivm
, a multilevel marketing scheme and sex cult that started as an executive success coaching program, 
was convicted
 of human trafficking, sex offenses and fraud in 2019.



In Britain, a life-coaching organization called Lighthouse was 
recently shut down
 after 
members said
 they were isolated from friends and family, told to cut down on mental health medications and encouraged to sell their houses to pay for mentoring.



"Coaching is a self-regulated industry, which means that anyone can establish a coaching practice regardless of their training or professional background," said Carrie Abner, the vice president of credentials and standards at the International Coaching Federation, in a statement. She said that clients should make sure they were working with trained and experienced coaches who had credentials.



Ms. Abner said that coaches with credentials from the International Coaching Federation agreed to abide by a code of ethics. "If a client feels a coach has acted in a way that is out of alignment with professional or ethical standards, the client has a formal process available to them to hold the coach accountable," she said.




Eva Collins, a former life coach, runs an Instagram account that shares anonymous comments about some of life coaching's worst offenders.




An Industry With Two Sides



Stories like Ms. Richards's are familiar to Eva Collins, who found life coaching after she became heavily involved in yoga and self-improvement around 2010. Ms. Collins, 40, was a life coach for several years, and worked on the sales and marketing teams of some of the most prominent coaches in the industry. This is where she started to notice the "insidious pyramid scheme element" of many of these businesses.



"They bully people for money," she said. "You're not allowed to question the main coach. You're not allowed to dissent."



Ms. Collins, who lives in Sacramento, now runs an 
Instagram page
 that shares anonymous comments about some of the worst life-coaching offenders. She said she received dozens of messages per week from people who had been plunged into debt. Some even had to remortgage their houses to pay for coaching.



Ms. Collins believes that many trained life coaches are legitimate and are doing good work, but said the industry also had a serious issue with scammers.



"Most people get into life coaching because they love helping and supporting people," she said. "They don't start out thinking that they're going to mess people up, or take all their money. But sometimes, that's what happens."



For Ms. Mullett and Ms. Richards, the process of removing themselves from the world of life coaching has been long and difficult.



Ms. Mullett said she had to seek therapy for financial and emotional damage. And after leaving the industry last year, she has struggled with the guilt and shame of having spent so much time and money on what she now views as an elaborate scam.



Ms. Richards estimated that she spent well over $30,000 on life coaching, and said that she was consistently spending more than she was making. Still, the decision to step away was not an easy one.



"Coming to terms with finally letting go is emotionally devastating," she said. "This was going to be my dream. I went from six figures with benefits and a 401(k) to desperately trying to find a minimum wage job, at a time when I thought I would be at the pinnacle of my career. I didn't think I would be trying to start over at 52. This was not how I saw the story ending."
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Are Planes Safe Right Now? How to Understand Flight Disruptions.



You should expect the unexpected while flying, but few disruptions should provoke serious concern, aviation experts say.




A wide range of mechanical or maintenance issues can come up before a flight takes off.




By Niraj Chokshi and Christine Chung


Jun 19, 2024


Smoke in the cabin. A tire blowout. A cracked windshield. No shortage of problems can affect a flight, fueling traveler anxiety and contributing to thousands of daily delays and cancellations around the world.



But for all of the frustration and alarm such events cause, it can be difficult to interpret and understand their severity. Here's how aviation safety experts say travelers should think about disruptions when they occur.



Problems happen.



Several alarming air travel incidents have made headlines in recent weeks -- a 
sharp plunge
 toward an ocean, an 
unnerving wobble
 that damaged the tail of a plane and an aborted departure 
after an apparent engine fire
.



But the most common mishaps and malfunctions, even if hair-raising, are not typically severe, experts said.



A hydraulic leak, for example, is a familiar occurrence that pilots take seriously, but it is not as disruptive as it may sound. That's because planes have backup hydraulic systems, which are used to power equipment like the landing gear, brakes, wing flaps and flight controls, allowing planes to take off, fly and land. A plane veering off a runway, in what is known as a runway excursion, makes for captivating video and a possibly terrifying experience for those on board. But it doesn't necessarily cause significant damage to an airplane or threaten the safety of those on board.



The same is true of the wide range of mechanical or maintenance issues that can come up before takeoff, which might force a pilot to hold a plane at its gate or return to the gate from taxiing. Those incidents are important to understand and address, but they are often minor, experts said.



"The pilots are saying, 'I've been highly trained, I'm highly educated in this airplane, and we have to return to the gate and get the experts involved out of an abundance of caution,'" said Shawn Pruchnicki, a former airline pilot and an assistant professor at the Center for Aviation Studies at Ohio State University. "That is the system working perfectly. That's a good thing."



Sometimes, such problems can derail a flight or take an airplane out of commission. But in other cases, they can be fixed quickly. And because airplanes are packed with fail-safes, there are times when a flight with a malfunctioning system can safely proceed simply by relying on one or more backups instead.



Flying is a complex, gravity-defying feat that's repeated thousands of times each day in a wide range of conditions. So travelers should not be surprised when things go wrong, said Amy Pritchett, a pilot and professor of aerospace engineering at Pennsylvania State University.



"Little small components will always start to burn out or break," she said. "There will always be potholes in the pavement in the taxiway that jostles something. There's always questions of whether the weather is good enough to fly, whether you might hit turbulence or not. All these things are sources of variability that need to be actively managed."



Flying is safe.



Another thing for travelers to keep in mind is that serious flight problems are extremely rare, experts said.



Flying is safer than driving or traveling by train in part because safety is built into the design of everything from air traffic control to the airplane itself. Important systems and procedures have backups, there are rarely single points of failure, pilots receive intensive and repeated training, and airlines prepare for a wide range of possible outcomes.



"It's the safest form of transportation ever designed by humankind," said John Cox, a former airline pilot who runs a safety consulting firm. "Be careful driving to the airport."



Over the past several decades, commercial aviation safety in the United States has improved more than fortyfold, according to 
a 2022 analysis
 of commercial aviation safety conducted by the National Academies.



According to the National Transportation Safety Board, typical causes of accidents include turbulence, hard landings, collisions on the ground with other planes or vehicles, and component failures, such as a malfunctioning wing flap or engine.



Flying is so safe in part because the industry generally responds to every problem, even those that pose little threat. In the United States, airlines, manufacturers and agencies like the Federal Aviation Administration and the N.T.S.B. are constantly monitoring and reviewing risks and hazards in air travel.



"The level of systems that are in place monitoring current-day commercial air transport are profound," Ms. Pritchett said. But this doesn't mean that anyone involved can lose vigilance in assessing the possibility of danger, she added.



And while trips are occasionally cut short, experts said, diverting a flight from its destination generally reflects due caution by pilots, airlines and air traffic controllers, not a life-threatening emergency. "Could we continue to our destination?" said Kenneth Byrnes, a pilot and an associate professor who leads the flight training department at Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University. "Yes, but is it the safest thing to do?"




Flying is an intricate, gravity-defying feat that's repeated thousands of times each day in a variety of conditions.




Placing blame is complicated.



Because aviation is complex and defined by redundancy, problems rarely have a singular cause. Instead, most serious problems -- even catastrophic ones -- are a result of multiple factors.



"There's never a smoking gun, so to speak," Mr. Pruchnicki said. "There's never this 'aha' moment, when we're going through wreckage or we're going through records and we say, 'Ah, I found the single reason this plane crashed.'"



Take the episode early last year in which two planes nearly hit each other on a runway at Kennedy International Airport. The National Transportation Safety Board 
found
 that several factors had contributed to what could have otherwise been a disaster.



The pilots of one plane were distracted as they proceeded down the wrong taxiway, the agency found. At the same time, the air traffic controller who gave them instructions didn't notice because his focus was elsewhere. And a runway status light activated too late to warn the pilots of the mistake, the agency concluded.



In investigating such incidents, placing blame is not only difficult, but also generally discouraged, experts said. Kyra Dempsey, who writes about aviation accidents in a blog, 
Admiral Cloudberg
, said that "the blameless post-mortem is a cornerstone of modern aviation safety," facilitating an open safety culture in which people are willing to 
report concerns
.



Mr. Cox, the pilot turned consultant, said that "aviation accident investigators are really more interested in understanding cause than assigning blame because our job is to see that it doesn't happen again." Instead, "the lawyers get into blame," he said.



Perspective is important.



When a mishap occurs, it's important to keep some context in mind, experts said.



A casual observer might notice, for example, that many problems seem to affect two types of planes: Boeing 737s and Airbus A320s. But those plane families make up more than half of the commercial jets in service, so they are naturally reflected most in news coverage.



Experts also warned against confirmation bias. When an airline or a manufacturer figures in a headline-generating episode, the media and the public tend to be on alert for other problems involving the company, even those that have little to do with the company or that might not even be significant enough to attract much attention from safety agencies.



"When something happens, you need time to discover and learn about exactly what happened, and why did it happen," said Jeff Guzzetti, a former accident investigator for the F.A.A. and the N.T.S.B. "That's something that you can't do in a news cycle or even two news cycles."



It can take the N.T.S.B. months, and sometimes more than a year, to conduct investigations, which culminate with safety recommendations to prevent future accidents.



After a fuselage panel blew off a 737 Max during a flight in January, Boeing was intensely scrutinized, and rightly so, experts said. But several also said they received many calls from reporters in the months afterward seeking comment on problems involving Boeing planes in cases that had little to do with the company.



"Just because it's a Boeing airplane that has a mechanical problem doesn't necessarily mean that has anything to do with Boeing," Mr. Pruchnicki said.



In the episode involving the fuselage panel, the plane was virtually new, focusing attention on the manufacturer. But a manufacturer is probably not at fault when a problem occurs with a plane that was delivered years earlier and has been flying safely since, experts said.
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Critic's Spotlight



With the Help of Whales, a Choreographer Falls Into an Abyss



Mayfield Brooks explores grief and decomposition in the hull of a 19th-century cargo ship.



By Gia Kourlas
Photographs and Video by Simbarashe Cha


Jun 19, 2024


Whales, Black bodies, the ocean, climate change, protest movements -- over the past few years, they have all made their way into 
work
 by Mayfield Brooks, a choreographer, dancer and vocalist.



The latest setting for Brooks's ever-evolving dance project is a majestic one: the Tall Ship Wavertree, the last iron-hulled, three-masted cargo ship in the world. Built in 1885 and docked at Pier 16, the Wavertree extends about the length of a football field.



This week, as part of the 
River to River Festival
, Brooks (who uses they/them pronouns) finishes their whale journey with two works: "Whale Fall Abyss," a dance performance on the ship, which is part of the South Street Seaport Museum; and "Whale Fall Reckoning," a companion installation at a gallery -- a former munitions room storage space -- on Governors Island.













In "Abyss," Brooks, wearing white, performs a compass dance -- named for its circular choreography -- on one end of the ship while Camilo Restrepo, in a long, swirling mint skirt that trails to the deck, is poised on a high platform, his torso undulating in what Brooks calls a spine dance. Under an American flag rippling in the breeze, Restrepo looks a little like the Statue of Liberty. Eventually Brooks, now in the same skirt, makes their way to him and they conjoin for an extended spine duet. Slowly they mesh into each other, one cradling the other in grief. It's like their bodies are melting.



This comes back to Brooks's original point of departure: the act of decomposing, or a whale fall. After a whale dies, it sinks to the ocean floor where its carcass supplies nutrients to deepwater creatures. It becomes the ocean's food.








In "Abyss," Brooks -- who began the project during the pandemic and the Black Lives Matter protests -- looks at how death and decay go beyond the body. "How do I surrender to this ongoing decomposition process, this ongoing regeneration through the whale fall, this ongoing space of decay?" they said. "That to me is maybe the foundation of the work."



For this iteration, Brooks has made a zine
, in which they write, "I grieve and I decompose this grief daily."



We are all creatures on earth; we all decompose. And here, on the Wavertree, so does Brooks's whale fall project, which begin as an experimental dance film in 2021. That sense of disintegration happens in the work's conclusion, in the ship's cargo hold, where Brooks is joined by Dorothy Carlos on the electric cello. In this final section, a haunting combination of music and dance, Brooks calls up ghosts and ancestors from whalers and slave ships. Extended sounds emanate from their body that feel as deep as the ocean floor.



Brooks's presence -- otherworldly and raw -- takes on a penetrating, guttural sadness in the vast cargo hold where they are seen, at first, from a distance. In a way, Brooks's idea of a decomposing dance happens before your eyes as Brooks and Carlos gradually lower the volume until their sounds and notes feel like whispers.



The performance is "almost becoming the whale fall," Brooks said. "It's like this decomposed dance and vocal performance. There are no words. The movement is confined to smaller spaces or our bodies actually become the whale in a sense. And the sound score is more and more ephemeral and less legible."



Over the past few years, Brooks has noted some analogies between the bodies of whales and the bodies of Black people. "I was looking at the slave ship and I was looking at the whaling ship, and what I noticed was that of course with the slave ship, the cargo is the African bodies," Brooks said. "But in the whaling ship, that's where they store the blubber."








This, Brooks said, "is the entanglement. This is how slavery and the use of Black bodies as property intersected with the whaling industry."



They see the ocean as "the womb of the earth" and something that needs protection, ideas that will shape their next project. These days, Brooks said, ship strikes are one of the biggest causes of whale deaths. And there is also the heaviness of the present moment. How it resonates in Brooks's body comes down to the spine.



"I see connections with the way the whale dances and the way the body can move through water with the spine," Brooks said. "What is there to reclaim within this heaviness? And with the dancing and with the sounds, for me, it's about this kind of resonance with water. It's memory. It's the way that the spine can move and can sustain dance or a movement or swimming, which to me is, you know, dance."
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Land Art in Malibu Gets a Second Chance



Lita Albuquerque redraws her "Malibu Line," an ultra-vivid blue earthwork that connects earth, ocean and sky.




Lita Albuquerque's "Malibu Line," a reconceived work of land art, photographed in progress on June 13. The blue river of color is sited about 20 miles from her original earthwork.




By Jori Finkel


Jun 19, 2024


Lita Albuquerque made a strange sort of painting in 1978 that changed her course as an artist. An abstract painter at the time, she had felt the urge to get out of her studio and work directly on the land where she lived, an artist's colony on the bluffs of Malibu. She dug a narrow, shallow, 41-foot-long trench in the ground, running perpendicular to the Pacific Ocean, and poured powdered ultramarine pigment into it. From some viewpoints the bright blue color appeared to run into the sea, visually connecting that strip of earth to the ocean and horizon.



She called it "Malibu Line" and it was the first of her 
many earthworks exploring the body's relationship to land and cosmos
, using bold pigments on natural materials like rocks and sand. It's now celebrated for bridging Light and Space art -- like the perceptual experiments of Robert Irwin -- and the Earthwork movement, which was, 
for too long, defined by male artists of the 1960s and '70s
 such as Michael Heizer and Robert Smithson, who used 
heavy machinery like bulldozers
 to transform -- some say scar -- the land.



Albuquerque, though, had a light touch, and the original "Malibu Line" disappeared within two years, overgrown by grass and wildflowers. "The beauty of the ephemeral is what it teaches us about nature -- here we are, trying to control things, and nature is so powerful and will do what it does," said Albuquerque, 78, standing outside her home in Malibu where she is recreating this artwork for the first time. It has the same intense color and southern orientation but, 46 years later, different resonances.




Lita Albuquerque's "Malibu Line," 1978, which disappeared after two years under grass and wildflowers. "The beauty of the ephemeral is what it teaches us about nature," she says.




The most striking difference: this mark will have a counterpart in 
Tunisia,
 home of her mother's family. She plans to create by the end of 2025 an extension of the line in Sidi Bou Said, a blue-and-white village overlooking the Mediterranean, not far from the Catholic convent in Carthage where she was a boarding student early on.



"This project is about longing and belonging. I miss the spirituality and sensuality of Tunisia," the artist, who was born in Los Angeles and returned there at the age of 11, said. She had already dug the new Malibu trench -- somewhat longer and wider to fit a new terrain -- with the help of assistants and was in the process of pouring the pigment herself. The painter Marc Breslin, her former studio manager, handed her plastic cups filled with the vibrant blue powder.



She looked like a mourner quickly scattering ashes or a Buddhist monk making a sand mandala, as she carefully shook the cup over one section of the trench at a time. The entire process, which she described as meditative, took about 90 minutes.



Adding to the emotional resonance for Albuquerque is the fact that she was digging this trench on her own property, where her longtime home and studio had stood until they 
burned down in the 2018 Woolsey fire
. (The lot used for the original "Malibu Line" is now in private hands and was not available to her.) Uphill from the new earthwork is the construction site
 
where she and her husband are building a Tunisian-inspired home with white walls and blue doors.
 
The ocean is farther away than it was from the first "Line" but still visible.



"The grains of pigment are my favorite part -- it's like seeing Mars from a great height, this rocky landscape, but blue," she said at one point while scattering the pigment.



"I feel like this is kind of healing the land," she added, her hands caked with blue, which also dusted her khaki pants. Her husband, 
Carey Peck
, said they lost 43 large trees in the fire, including pines and eucalyptus, but the cactuses were stubborn and survived.



Albuquerque started "Malibu Line" after taking a job as a visiting artist at the University of California, Santa Barbara. During her commutes on the Pacific Coast Highway, she would stop her van to collect large rocks. Back in her studio, she tried dusting them with pigment. This led to "Malibu Line" and two smaller earthworks nearby: blanketing a boulder with ultramarine and creating a blue disk in the dirt
 
corresponding to the position of the full moon
 
as it set.



"This work from 1978 expands the art historical canon and broadens the understanding of who was making Land Art -- it wasn't just men in the desert," said 
Christopher Mangum-James,
 the deputy director of LAND, the nonprofit organization that produced the 2024 version. He credited last year's museum show 
"Groundswell,"
 at the Nasher Sculpture Center in Dallas, with recognizing the more intimate work of artists like Albuquerque, 
Ana Mendieta
 and Alice Aycock as part of the earthworks movement.




The original "Spine of the Earth" (1980), a spiral rendered in pigment, rock and wood at El Mirage Lake in the Mojave Desert.




The challenge for curators and fans alike is that many of these artworks no longer exist, whether because of their ephemeral nature, institutional neglect or both. In May, a federal judge issued an injunction preventing the Des Moines Arts Center, the museum that commissioned Mary Miss's "
Greenwood Pond: Double Site
" (1989-1996), from tearing it down for safety reasons.



But curators today are increasingly interested in highlighting these experiences, prompting artists such as Albuquerque -- who is usually loath to look back -- to revisit some early works.



In 2012, Albuquerque reconceived her 1980 work "Spine of the Earth" -- 
a red spiral drawn on a dry lake bed in the
 Mojave Desert -- for the Getty's Pacific Standard Time initiative. In place of red pigment, she choreographed some 
300 performers
 in red jumpsuits
 
to form a large spiral in Culver City, Calif., visible from a bird's-eye view. This year she did another version indoors, going back to pigment, for 
a gallery in Brussels.



The idea of revisiting "Malibu Line" was inspired by the 
independent curator Ikram Lakhdhar
, who encouraged Albuquerque to think about showing her work in Tunisia for the first time. "I also left the country early on -- we've both been searching for Tunisia in our work," Lakhdhar said. (The curator also researched pigments to make sure the ultramarine was nontoxic.)



While they haven't finalized the venue near Carthage yet, they turned to LAND to organize the California leg of the project. Free tickets for public viewings on June 22 and 23 quickly sold out, prompting the group to open 
additional time slots
 for that weekend.




The artist Lita Albuquerque.




Albuquerque is planning to host another public viewing in Malibu in a few months during her exhibition, "Earth Skin," at 
Michael Kohn Gallery
 in Los Angeles, opening Sept. 11. For that she is covering nearly the entire gallery floor with a layer of granite composite so thin that it looks flush with the concrete. The work nods to the unruliness of nature and precision of geometry -- like an organic version of a square-on-square canvas by a Modernist painter. "The artwork I love the most, other than prehistory and pre-Renaissance, is Mondrian, Kandinsky, Malevich -- that kind of abstraction," she said.



She sees the two "Malibu Lines" as siblings, separated by decades. " They both point to something beyond ourselves," says Albuquerque. "In another sense they couldn't be more different. It's like trying to draw the same line twice. It's impossible."
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Is Murray Hill's Showbiz Dream Finally Coming True?



For years he wowed 'em in the clubs with his drag-king lounge act. Now, against all odds, he's breaking out.








By William Berlind


Jun 19, 2024


The almost famous drag king comedian Murray Hill struts through Melvyn's Restaurant & Lounge, an old school steakhouse in Palm Springs, Calif.



Melvyn's is Mr. Hill's kind of place. It has steak Diane on the menu, black-and-white head shots of celebrities on the walls and the aroma of crepes suzette flambeing in the air. And Palm Springs is Mr. Hill's kind of town -- faded midcentury Hollywood glamour, with a modern dash of queer culture.



Moving past diners wearing pastel polo shirts and golf shorts, Mr. Hill cuts a distinctive figure in his three-piece baby blue seersucker suit and white loafers. His pencil-thin mustache, tinted glasses and shiny rings complete a look that brings to mind a 1970s Las Vegas lounge singer crossed with a 1950s 
Borscht Belt
 comedian.



He is a somebody, clearly. But who?



He sits down, studies the menu. His glance falls on the section for steak toppings, which are listed under the heading "Enhancements."



"'Enhancements'?" he cries, loudly enough for almost everyone in the place to hear. "I already got them. They're back at the house. They're on the drying rack!"



Mr. Hill, 52, speaks with the hint of a Brooklyn wiseguy accent and punctuates anything remotely to do with the entertainment industry -- the rungs of which he has been tirelessly climbing for some 30 years -- with a cry of "Showbiz!"



This is the Murray Hill that audiences that have come to know and love at small New York venues, from Cake to Joe's Pub -- a garrulous, semi-washed-up comedian who belongs to the bygone show-business age of zingers and rimshots.



The other Murray Hill is an ascendant character actor who has distinguished himself with heartfelt performances on the HBO series 
"Somebody Somewhere"
 and Amy Schumer's Hulu show, "Life & Beth."



He also has a key role in "Jackpot," an upcoming film by 
Paul Feig
, the director of "Bridesmaids," "Spy" and other comedy hits. And he was among the comics selected to perform at the annual Netflix Is a Joke festival last month.



The waiter arrives. Mr. Hill orders filet mignon, a Caesar salad and a seltzer.



"Any sides?" the waiter asks.



"I got so many sides, I'm a circle!" Mr. Hill says.



He'll be here all night, folks!



Mr. Hill, who lives in Greenpoint, Brooklyn, explains that he's in Palm Springs to scout locations for "Shorty Big Time," a detective show he is developing and hoping to sell. He notes that it will be nothing like "Law & Order" or the other prime time staples of the genre.



"Nobody's getting killed," he says.



Sample plotline: "Someone took somebody's teeth at the nursing home, and they call me in," he says. "Or the gay rodeo's in town, and the chaps are missing. Just fun and campy. We need it. Things are rough out there."



Does it have interest from a studio or streaming platform?



"It's on a couple of desks," Mr. Hill replies. "Hey -- showbiz talk!"



"Now that I have some outside validation," he continues, "I feel like it's my duty and my obligation to do this show and get it made. You know, RuPaul is the mother, and I'm the father. People are starting to catch up. The only problem is, I'm getting older!"



Origin Story




Murray Hill in Palm Springs, Calif. He says he had to do "a lot of unlearning" after a difficult childhood.




One of the stock jokes in any Murray Hill show goes like this: "I'm reading your mind, sir," he will say to a man in the front row. "You're thinking, 'Is it a man or a woman? Is it a man or a woman?' Sir, the answer is -- no!"



Like a lot of jokes, this one may come from hard experience. Mr. Hill grew up in small New England towns, a child of conservative Catholic parents.



"The only thing I knew about gay and queer was that it was wrong and you're going to hell," he says. "And there was no language about trans. So I had to do a lot of unlearning. I didn't come out until way later. Now I say, 'I came out -- but I don't know as what!' Hey, where's my rimshot?"



After college at Boston University, he moved to New York to pursue a graduate degree in photography at the School of Visual Arts. Posing as a photojournalist on assignment for The Village Voice, Mr. Hill began to explore drag clubs in the East Village and the Meatpacking District.



"These clubs were so vibrant, full of life and accepting," he recalls. "And funny! The drag queens were crazy. The politics was hardcore. There was darkness, but the presentation was camp and fun. That's how we're going to handle all these bad feelings of being discriminated against."



He started to perform as different characters -- "Saturday Night Fever"
-
era John Travolta, 1970s Elvis Presley and the gymnastics coach 
Bela Karolyi
 -- while lip-syncing to prerecorded songs, a drag-club performance trope.



"What set him apart was his outlandish behavior," said Mo B. Dick, a fellow drag king. "He really couldn't stand lip-syncing. He didn't follow the standard procedures. He took it further in developing his own character."



In 1997 Mr. Hill ran, as a write-in candidate, for New York City mayor against the incumbent, Rudy Giuliani, on the platform "Let the Kids Dance." He says he received 341 votes. He wasn't exactly the Murray Hill of today, but in his white suit, large glasses and executive-contour hairstyle, he was gradually assembling his signature look.



"I'm kind of like a used-car salesman," he says, describing the persona. "Jackie Gleason. Archie Bunker. Your drunk uncle at Thanksgiving dinner. Which happens to be all my Italian relatives. But I switch gender. So I became the subject I wanted to see."



Another influence was his love of classic American comedy.



"I used to watch Johnny Carson," Mr. Hill says. "He would have these old-school comedians on -- Buddy Hackett, Dean Martin, 
Totie Fields
, Phyllis Diller. It felt like I had some kinship with them. Funny. Kind. They rib each other, but they're still family."




Mr. Hill, with Amy Schumer, in a scene from "Life & Beth."




He made a particular study of Don Rickles's live shows -- the pacing, the crowd work, the subtle shifts in tone to elicit laughs and tears.



"Those Catskills comedians all came from rough lives, and drag queens have the same thing," he said. "They're dealing with all this heavy stuff. Drag queens and Borscht Belt comedians have that in common. A sense of entertaining and really giving it to you, but you're in on it. Comedy. They say it's healing, and guess what -- it's true."



From these influences -- drag queens, drag kings, Borscht Belt tummlers and his Italian family members -- a character was born. All these years later, the line between the persona and the person behind it has gotten a bit fuzzy.



While waiting for the world to catch up with his act, he has done everything from hosting eating contests to headlining shows. He has opened for the bands Le Tigre and Gossip and toured with the burlesque performer 
Dita Von Teese
. Along the way he amassed an ever widening circle of friends, admirers and colleagues, including Mr. Feig, the director.



"In today's world, where everyone tries to present themselves in three dimensions, there's something so lovely about someone who has become a persona and that's what they present to the world," Mr. Feig said. "Murray has dedicated his life to this character and I think that's so special."



While the traditional understanding of gender and sex has come under increased examination in recent years, it seems that Mr. Hill, for the most part, would prefer to express his views on those issues through his work. As he sees it, he feels comfortable as Murray Hill, and if anyone else has trouble categorizing him, well, that's their problem.



"What I love about Murray is he doesn't clap you over the head with feminism and a queer agenda," Mo B. Dick said. "He does it in this comedic way, and you clock the political aspects."




Mr. Hill, right, as Fred Rococo in the scene of the character's wedding on the HBO series "Somebody Somewhere." Standing beside Mr. Hill are the actors Bridget Everett and Jeff Hiller.




Jack Halberstam
, a professor of gender studies at Columbia University, got to know Mr. Hill in New York in the 1990s, while researching his pioneering work of queer theory, "Female Masculinity." When informed of Mr. Hill's recent foray into TV and film, Mr. Halberstam seemed surprised. "Really?" he said.



"Well," he continued, "he deserves everything. He is an absolute treasure."



The professor then summed up the appeal of the Murray Hill character: "He's presenting the arrogance and narcissism of a world that continues to be male-dominated, by men who barely have to try. It's a sleazy version of masculinity that we all want to take down."



Mr. Hill's longtime friends include the comedian and cabaret chanteuse 
Bridget Everett
, the star of "Somebody Somewhere," which recently completed the filming of its third season. On the show, which is set in Manhattan, Kansas, Mr. Hill plays the kindhearted soil scientist Fred Rococo. The character, a gentle optimist, requires Mr. Hill to display more tenderness than he does in his stage act.



"Murray and I have been moving through the ranks and kicking around downtown for years," said 
Ms. Everett
, who has been a frequent guest performer at Mr. Hill's club shows. "We're kindred spirits. We look out for each other. It's just like the circle of life. Like 'The Lion King,'
 
except totally different."



Applause




Mr. Hill credits Don Rickles, Totie Fields and Phyllis Diller, among others, as his comic influences.




On the day after the dinner at Melvyn's, Mr. Hill is dressed in what you might call his "off-duty" look -- red track suit, red baseball cap, gold chain -- as he enters the West Hollywood showroom of the tailor Leon Elias Wu, who specializes in making gender-inclusive custom suits. It is a bright May afternoon, a little more than 24 hours before his Netflix Is a Joke performance.



As Mr. Wu prepares to unveil his latest suit (they start at $2,000), Mr. Hill pants in anticipation. It's a bit, clearly, but it contains a truth. In this case, the truth is that Mr. Hill can't seem to stop acquiring custom suits. Until a fire destroyed his apartment in Greenpoint last year, he owned 80 of them. Now, with the TV money rolling in, Mr. Hill is rebuilding the collection, with 25 and counting.



The suit presented by Mr. Wu, it must be said, is magnificent -- a three-piece plaid affair in blue and pink, with a rich paisley lining.



"Look at that lining," Mr. Hill says. "Sick!"



"There's a lot of smoke and mirrors in this business," he continues. "I can't go into a regular suit place. I've done that -- and you look like an idiot."



Mr. Wu makes slight alterations, a pinch here, a tuck there.



"As masc people, we have slim arms," Mr. Wu says. "That's why you want it tailored, because it's supposed to look filled-up in the sleeve. Usually, when you buy a men's suit and you're a masc person, your arms look like tubes. So having it slimmed down a little actually makes you look more masculine. Those are the tricks we learn. Learning drag performance is learning about style."



Before you know it, Mr. Hill is ordering another suit. "It's got to look either super sharp, or super 1970s 'Love Boat,'
 
or Dean Martin," he says.



Mr. Wu opens a book of fabrics, saying, "We've got colors, plaids and patterns."



"That's what my shrink says -- I have too many patterns!" Mr. Hill says.



The next evening, Mr. Hill is making last-minute preparations for his Netflix Is a Joke show at the Kookaburra Lounge, a nightclub in a shopping mall behind the TCL Chinese Theater in Hollywood.



It is his first show in Los Angeles, and he has put together a seven-piece band with a horn section for the occasion, as if he were about to play the Sands in Las Vegas. Shortly before the audience streams in, he tapes printouts of song lyrics and jokes to the floor monitors and music stands. Just like Joan Rivers!




Performing at the Kookaburra Lounge in Los Angeles as part of the Netflix Is a Joke festival.




Close to 8 p.m., Mr. Hill starts the show with a bit where he struggles to mount the stage, a slapstick display that he drags out for a few minutes. The crowd is loose by the time he throws himself into the opening number, "About to Break," an upbeat tune written by Marc Shaiman and Scott Wittman, the team behind the musical "Hairspray."



"I was afraid that my act had stalled," Mr. Hill sings. "Imagine my shock when my agent called." He starts tap dancing, terribly, just like Rickles, and the trombone player assists with a few fart jokes. The crowd is with him.



"The more you applaud, the less I think about my childhood," he says.



The band begins vamping on the "Family Feud" theme song.



"It's been a long journey, because there are not enough lights, and I can't see my cue cards," Mr. Hill says. "Kids, all kidding aside, I've been in showbiz over 30 years, and if you didn't keep coming to see me -- I'd still be in rehab!"



"We love you!" a woman screams from the audience.



"I can hear you -- we're two feet away from each other!" Mr. Hill says. "I love you, too."



The music changes color as Mr. Hill heads toward the big finish, the part when you go for the heart and hit them with a sentimental ballad. Don Rickles used to do "Laughter for Love." For Totie Fields, it was "I'm Always Chasing Rainbows."



"This is one that I wrote," Mr. Hill says.



Chuckles from the audience.



"That's not a joke, but thank you for laughing."



He launches into "Just Me," which he calls his theme song.



"Some people can't understand what's inside of this man," he sings. "And I'm not so sure I can explain it."



The horn section swells. You can almost feel the spirits of Fields and Rickles looking down approvingly on their unlikely acolyte. Murray Hill, of all people, is entering the stream.



He finishes "Just Me" with one final triumphant "me." The word lands horribly, hilariously flat, and it lingers for a few seconds. It is ridiculous. And beautiful. The crowd at the Kookaburra Lounge erupts.



Are they laughing or choking up? Folks, the answer is -- yes.
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On a sunny Sunday afternoon at Fort Greene Park in Brooklyn, just days before Juneteenth, large crowds of people were lounging on brightly colored picnic blankets and under tents atop the hill, making them hard to miss.



With R&B and hip-hop filling the breezy air, this was just the early vibes of the Lay Out, a series of summer park gatherings that its creator says exists "to center Black joy." By 5 p.m., the park would be swelling with mostly Black attendees dancing and drinking together, playing games and enjoying one another's company for a day of rest.



"It's my favorite event of the summer: I'm a picnic girlie, and I just like all the Black people," said Toni Leotaud, 31, who lives in Brooklyn. "I know I'm going to see mad people that I know."



Now in its fifth year, the Lay Out has become one of the main attractions in Brooklyn each summer, especially its celebration of Juneteenth. (One of the events is always scheduled to take place around June 19, the national holiday 
commemorating the end of slavery in the United States
.)




When attending the Lay Out, it's customary to arrive not just with snacks and picnic blankets, but also in your best outfit.




Emily Anadu, the event's chief executive and one of its founders, said the idea for the Lay Out came about in 2020, inspired by coronavirus pandemic restrictions and the protests that broke out that summer after the murder of George Floyd. One demonstration near her home in the Fort Greene neighborhood left a police van 
engulfed in flames
. She woke up the next morning to help with cleanup around the park but was surprised by what she saw.



"I remember going out there, and it was like nothing had happened -- it was like Pleasantville," she said. "Everything was cleaned up, but someone swept the ashes into the words 'Black Lives Matter.'"



Having lived in New York City for nearly 20 years and in Fort Greene for most of them, Ms. Anadu recalled how it was once normal to see an abundance of Black people. During the early months of the pandemic, as she spent hours walking through park, it became viscerally clear to her just how much the demographics had changed.



"It just felt uncomfortable to have this huge dichotomy between the extreme pain that people were feeling, like I am not safe in my body in this country," Ms. Anadu said, "and then for a lot of people experiencing time off from work and beautiful days in the park."



Days after the protest, Ms. Anadu set out to organize a park gathering where Black people could comfortably "take up space" in what had once been a mostly Black neighborhood. Over about three days of planning, she consulted with a few friends in a group chat about her idea, and through word of mouth and online promotion, 
the first Lay Out
 took place on Sunday, June 7, about a week after the protests.



She said more than 500 people had been at that first event, adding that it was a bit nerve-racking to have so many attendees, given the social-distancing guidelines. But the event was outside, Ms. Anadu reasoned, and the size of the crowd was a testament to just how much "we needed each other."



On Sunday, the Lay Out returned with different sponsored activities, including tennis workshops, mini basketball games, Black-owned businesses and a nearby after-party. We spoke with attendees about what had brought them to the park.



Toni Leotaud, 31, and Leigh Brant, 34



Bedford-Stuyvesant, Brooklyn, and Hillside, N.J.








What is your favorite memorable moment at the Lay Out?



Leigh Brant:
 Last year, in the middle of a set, they started playing Keyshia Cole, and a circle formed around a man who was proposing. And everyone stood in a circle around them and was singing "Love." It was beautiful.



Daniel Jones, 34



Bushwick, Brooklyn








Is this how you usually spend your Juneteenth weekend?



Since they started doing it, yeah, every Juneteenth I'm here.



What keeps bringing you back?



Do you not see this? The culture, the music, the vibes -- they got food down there. It's just the energy is always on 10.



Fatou Ndiaye, 35



Lisbon








How long are you visiting for?



For a month. I knew June is a great month in New York -- there's so many stuff. And Juneteenth is during this month, too, so I really wanted to live it.



Brods








What brought you here today?



I'm actually here selling food. We're called Wadadli Jerk, and this is the fourth year we're doing this. We actually started when the Lay Out started during the pandemic.



What do you love most about it?



The beautiful people. It's just nice to see beautiful Black people enjoying themselves and just being who we are.



Iris Stevens, 32, and Sade Council, 37



Harrison, N.J., and Flatbush, Brooklyn








What keeps bringing you back to this event?



Iris Stevens:
 I actually used to live in Brooklyn, and even though I'm back living in Jersey, there's just a certain vibe with everyone coming here together in the name of fun and joy. It's something that always draws me back.



What do you think is different about this event versus previous ones?



Sade Council:
 It seems a little bit more organized in terms of space, and, like, we have a little bit of a gated area, which is lovely. But it's just the same good vibes as always. It feels like a family reunion. And it's just beautiful to come and celebrate my borough with my friends and seeing friends that I haven't seen in a long time
.



Rony Byas Jr., 34



Bedford-Stuyvesant








What are you most looking forward to today?



Honestly? There's a joint that I got an eye on who I know is going to be here, so I'm going to shoot my shot.



What do you love about Juneteenth?



It's a holiday for Black people to get together and just be cool. July Fourth isn't really our day -- we weren't necessarily free, and I feel like this is Black people's July Fourth.



Quiana Parks








What has been your most memorable experience spinning here?



The first year I D.J.ed here. It was right after the protest -- I had just returned back to New York from Virginia, and I asked Emily if I could bring music to the Lay Out, and it was my favorite moment when I played "Ease on Down" from "The Wiz" and I'm on top of the hill, and I saw all these beautiful Black people running up the hill. I was in tears because it was so liberating. I was anxious because I had just got back to Brooklyn and I hadn't yet settled spiritually yet. And that moment just opened me back up.



West Foster, 24; Devine Bauman, 23; and Jetta Strayhorn, 21



Central Harlem








What does community mean to you?



Jetta Strayhorn:
 I'm from Atlanta, so community specifically for Black people has always meant a lot to me. Community specifically is a group of people that will be there for each other no matter what and can make you feel like every part of you is accepted, and thankfully, I found my people.



What are you post looking forward to for this Lay Out?



West Foster: 
I'm looking forward to community, connection and diasporic reconnection.



Fareed Abdullah, 41



Harlem








Is this your first time at the Lay Out?



It is my first time at the Lay Out. One of my good friends kept on saying how much of an amazing experience it would be. And I figured while I'm here in the U.S., got to come and enjoy it. In a couple of weeks, I'll be moving to the Emirates.



What are you most enjoying so far?



Honestly, the spirit of community. Everybody's nice. It's good for my goddaughter to be here to see beautiful people doing amazing things. The vibe is very friendly. The park is giving life. 
Ellie's here showing out.
 I'm just loving the environment.



Alexyz Kemp, 42



Clinton Hill, Brooklyn








What makes the Lay Out so special for you?



It's the blackest my neighborhood looks, but also I run into old friends and I get to see future generations and how they're hanging out, seeing how they're trying to make their voice heard and impact the community.



What does Juneteenth mean to you?



Juneteenth to me means freedom and respecting and acknowledging the ancestors that came before us. And it means communication. It means tap your neighbor and say, "Hey neighbor, we're free." Just the fact that we still uphold each other, uplift each other and we're still out here fighting for those freedoms today.
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Britain Election Winner's First Problem: Fix a Stagnant Economy



After more than a decade of deep budget cuts, slow growth and weak productivity, the country has struggled to overcome years of uncertainty and underinvestment.




Middle-income Britons are 20 percent poorer than their peers in Germany and 9 percent poorer than those in France, according to the Resolution Foundation, a research organization.




By Eshe Nelson


Jun 19, 2024


"Our economy has truly turned a corner," Rishi Sunak, Britain's prime minister, said last week as he introduced his party's election manifesto, 
buoyed by recent data
 showing that Britain's economy had 
exited from a recession
 more strongly than expected in the beginning of the year and that inflation had slowed substantially.



Justifying the optimism, data released on Wednesday showed that consumer prices rose 2 percent in May from a year earlier, touching the Bank of England's target for the first time since 2021. That was also way down from 11.1 percent in October 2022, when Mr. Sunak started his premiership.



Many economists argue that it will take more than a few good economic indicators to change Britain's economic path after more than a decade of slow economic growth, chronically weak productivity, high taxes and struggling public services, with a notably underfunded and overstretched National Health Service.



Polls
 suggest there is a desire to eject the governing Conservative Party from Downing Street, after 14 years, in next month's general election. But lawmakers in the opposition Labour Party have already warned that -- should they win -- they will inherit a hobbled economy with little room for bold changes.



How did Britain get here?



A focus on austerity



When the Conservative Party came to power in 2010, the country was reeling from the great financial crisis. Debt had jumped higher, and the country's budget deficit was at a postwar high.



David Cameron, then prime minister, and his chancellor, George Osborne, placed the burden heavily on reducing government spending, rather than tax increases. What followed were years of austerity as government departments faced huge cuts to their budgets.




David Cameron at a rally in Bury, England, in 2010. When the Conservative Party came to power that year, the country was reeling from the great financial crisis.




Spending for services such as courts, libraries and mass transit was slashed, but so were budgets to make investments, slowing or halting the maintenance and construction of schools, hospitals and prisons. Benefits for the unemployed and low earners were cut deeply.



Britain "had quite a severe program of austerity," said Anna Valero, an economist at the London School of Economics. It was arguably too deep, and therefore "hampering the recovery, hampering the extent to which our economy could invest," she added.



A legacy of stagnation



For many economists, the past 14 years have been defined by Britain's stagnant productivity growth. The amount of economic output for every hour worked has hardly budged. It's the key determiner of living standards: Wages go up as productivity improves. In Britain, wages, once adjusted for inflation, are at roughly the same level they were at the end of 2007.



"We have to recognize that this is a pretty deep hole that the economy's got into," said Diane Coyle, a professor of public policy at the University of Cambridge. "A lot of countries have lower productivity growth. We've got none."



This decade and a half of lost wage growth has cost the average worker 10,700 pounds (about $13,600) a year, according to the Resolution Foundation, a research organization. Middle-income Britons are 20 percent poorer than their peers in Germany and 9 percent poorer than those in France, the think tank estimated.



The enduring effect of Brexit



Though the economic impact of Britain's exit from the European Union is still playing out, some of the cost of that decision is already apparent. After the referendum, years of policy uncertainty through Theresa May's government brought business investment to a halt. Then the new arrangement with the European Union erected trade barriers across most industries, making work harder and more expensive for everyone from 
Scottish fishermen
 to 
London's bankers
.



Instead of investing in infrastructure, innovation and skills, Britain's government was distracted by Brexit for a long time, Ms. Valero said. "If everyone is concerned with how to actually do Brexit, how to make it work and all the political fallout of it, of course, people have less attention to focus on these long-term issues," she said.



Broken Britain



A long period of low investment and a squeeze on public spending has left many with the feeling that Britain is 
broken
.



Despite the heaviest tax burden in 70 years, many public services appear on the brink of collapse. More than seven million cases are on the N.H.S. waiting list, social care is severely underfunded and understaffed, and spending per school student is the same as it was 14 years ago. Though unemployment is low, there has been a sharp increase in the number people out of the work force because of long-term ill health.




A worker with food donations at Peckham Pantry in London in 2023. Despite the heaviest tax burden in 70 years, many public services in Britain appear on the brink of collapse.




The list of challenges is long and varied: A backlog in the courts means long waits for criminal trials. There's a lack of affordable housing, and rents are at a record high. 
Burdensome regulation and the power of local authorities
 inhibit housing construction but also green energy infrastructure, data centers and labs. The number of people using food banks has doubled in the past five years. Public transport has been hobbled by strikes, understaffing and bad upkeep. And there are endless 
complaints about potholes
 all over the country.



The Liz Truss experiment



The turmoil was most glaringly evident in the 49-day premiership of Liz Truss, who 
set about to change Britain's economic policy
 only to have investors balk at her ideas and force her into a U-turn and eventual resignation.



Ms. Truss had the right diagnosis -- the need for faster long-term economic growth -- but the wrong medicine for Britain's problem. She hoped to strengthen the economy by cutting taxes and borrowing heavily to do so, right on the heels of large amounts of spending to support households through the economic shocks of the pandemic and energy crisis after Russia's invasion of Ukraine.



She shattered the Conservative Party's reputation for good financial management. Since then, policy from both major political parties has focused on showing restraint.




Liz Truss giving a speech in London on her last day as prime minister in 2022. Her 49-day premiership shattered the Conservative Party's reputation for good financial management.




Both parties have pledged not to raise Britain's three big tax rates -- personal income taxes, National Insurance and V.A.T., a type of sales tax. But many people will still find themselves paying higher taxes as their wages increase, pulling them into the higher tax brackets, which will remain frozen for several more years.



What's next?



Many economists say tax promises will be hard to deliver. There are huge demands to spend more on public services, especially to meet commitments to increase military spending and fix the N.H.S., and other areas of government, like the courts, cannot withstand more cuts. To stick to pledges to reduce debt, taxes will have to go up if spending cannot be cut further.



But the tight situation that Britain's next leaders will find themselves in could be eased if there is a proper sustained increase in economic growth. So far, Britain's economic growth has been benefiting from an increase in the population, particularly because of migration. The economy is the same size per person that it was at the last election in 2019.



"If we're actually thinking about sustainably growing, it comes down to productivity growth," Ms. Valero said. That would also lead to higher wages and better living standards, which would require more investment in infrastructure, education and innovation, and a planning system that made that investment possible, she said.



In the meantime, voters will decide which political party's plan for growth they prefer on July 4.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/19/business/britain-economy-inflation.html



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




California Moves to Modify Law Letting Workers Sue Employers



Gov. Gavin Newsom announced a deal with business and labor leaders heading off a ballot measure to repeal the law, which has cost companies billions.




Gov. Gavin Newsom oversaw talks to modify a California labor law that business leaders sought to overturn at the polls.




By Kurtis Lee


Jun 19, 2024


A last-minute political compromise has headed off an effort to repeal a California law allowing workers to sue employers for workplace violations -- a legal tool that has cost companies billions of dollars.



The compromise, 
announced on Tuesday by Gov. Gavin Newsom
, followed meetings with business leaders and the powerful California Labor Federation over ways to modify the 2004 law, the Private Attorneys General Act.



The law, known as PAGA, lets employees file civil complaints -- on their own behalf and for fellow workers -- against businesses, sometimes costing them tens of millions of dollars in settlements.



"We came to the table and hammered out a deal that works for both businesses and workers, and it will bring needed improvements to this system," Mr. Newsom said in a statement on Tuesday. "This proposal maintains strong protections for workers, provides incentives for businesses to comply with labor laws and reduces litigation."



A 
study
 released in February by a coalition opposing the law found it had cost businesses around $10 billion since 2013. That same report found more than 3,000 proposed settlements under the law in 2022, a tenfold increase from 2016. (In most cases, the state records settlement proposals but not the amount ultimately paid.)



In 2023, Google settled for $27 million after employees used the law as their basis for accusing the tech company of unfair labor practices. And in 2018, Walmart employees won a settlement of $65 million after accusing the retailer of not providing sufficient seating for workers.



Business groups got a measure to repeal the law on the November ballot. They agreed to withdraw the measure once legislation reflecting the compromise is passed and signed into law.



Labor groups have cited the law as a necessary check on corporations.



A 
recent report
 from the U.C.L.A. Labor Center found that the prospective ballot measure would effectively eliminate "one of California workers' strongest remaining tools for preventing and correcting wage theft and other workplace abuses," said Tia Koonse, the center's legal and policy research manager.



The compromise calls for, among other things, creating higher penalties on employers that flout labor laws and increasing the amount of penalty money that goes to employees to 35 percent from 25 percent. Moreover, it stipulates that any legal action must be initiated by the employee who experiences the violations described in the suit.



"This package provides meaningful reforms that ensure workers continue to have a strong vehicle to get labor claims resolved, while also limiting the frivolous litigation that has cost employers billions without benefiting workers," Jennifer Barrera, president of the California Chamber of Commerce, said in a statement.



Lorena Gonzalez, the leader of the California Labor Federation, said in a statement that her group was pleased "to have negotiated reforms to PAGA that better ensure abusive practices by employers are cured and that workers are made whole, quicker."



"PAGA is an essential tool to help workers hold corporations accountable for widespread wage theft, safety violations and misclassification," she said.
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Why Is Everyone on TikTok Suddenly Going to the Chiropractor?



Neck cracks and spine adjustments have become a potent social media trend, but some chiropractors fear the videos send the wrong message about the profession.



By Derrick Bryson Taylor


Jun 19, 2024


Snap. Crack. Pop. These sounds, once used to sell a popular breakfast cereal, are now enticing people to visit the doctor thanks to a wave of chiropractic videos sweeping social media.



The most popular videos follow a familiar template: A patient enters with a debilitating condition. A chiropractor maneuvers the patient's limbs and joints in horrifying ways, producing a series of snaps and crunches. And the patient is relieved of years of pain -- all within a matter of minutes.



For viewers, the clips can be both cringeworthy and satisfying A.S.M.R. (
Autonomous Sensory Meridian Response
) content. For the chiropractors, they are valuable marketing, helping to build business.



But not everyone in the chiropractic industry is thrilled about the videos. Some doctors say they are misleading, potentially leading patients to think miracle cures are available with one pop of the spine -- or even to try the procedures themselves.



Easy and free advertising for chiropractors



Alex Tubio has become a sensation in the world of medical content creation. He owns chiropractic clinics in Houston and Orange County, Calif., and sees about 100 patients a week.



Mr. Tubio says he owes all of his business to social media, which he started using in 2019 to promote his work. He has more than one million followers on TikTok, over one million subscribers on YouTube, and his appointment calendar is booked until August.



The videos resonate, Mr. Tubio said, because viewers can relate to his patients and their symptoms, which include headaches, migraines, back pain and jaw issues.



"I've heard it so many times, where patients come in and they're like, 'I was watching this one guy and he looked just like me. He wasn't skinny. He was out of shape and he needed some relief, that was just me,'" Mr. Tubio said.



He is aware of criticism that videos like his oversimplify treatment, potentially leading some viewers to believe chiropractors can provide a magic bullet for a multitude of problems.



"My biggest thing is when somebody comes in, we try to educate them and tell them that your body is a self-healing organism," Mr. Tubio said. "But it does take time for your body to take on change." In reality, he said, patients sometimes need several rounds of treatment before their conditions improve.



"When you're so desperate for relief and you're so desperate for anything, even just a little bit of relief goes such a long way," Mr. Tubio said.



Research is far from conclusive on the effectiveness of chiropractic care, and 
some experts question its validity
. A 
paper published in 2015
 found that while chiropractic care improved some upper body conditions like neck and shoulder pain, more research was required on its use for treating asthma and other diseases. Another 
review, published in 2016
, found that chiropractic care for lower back pain appeared to be as equally effective as physical therapy.



Nathan Hunte, 34, a talent manager and jeweler in London, made his first visit to a chiropractor earlier this year because of social media.



"To be honest with you, it was more curiosity," he said. "Because I also saw a lot of people going in throughout the last couple of months."



Mr. Hunte posted a video of his appointment to his Instagram page. As a chiropractor treats his neck and back, he reacts wildly to the adjustments, breaking out in fits of giggles and laughter -- the type of video that can go viral.



Mr. Hunte's animated reactions were "more of a shock because, he didn't tell me when he was going to do the movement," he said. "So I wasn't really prepared, but it was more of a relief."



His video has inspired others. "Since then, so many people have mentioned to me and said they want to go, and now they've started booking the chiropractor," he said.



The risks of a viral neck crack



Industry leaders have mixed feelings about the trend of filming adjustments. Richard Brown, the secretary general of the World Federation of Chiropractic, a not-for-profit organization that serves as the international voice of the chiropractic profession, said the group had concerns about the social media videos.



"The W.F.C. does not condone the posting of videos of patients being treated with spinal manipulation or any other form of care," he said, stressing that it was often not clear whether the person doing the adjustments was a qualified and licensed chiropractor, and whether the subjects were bona fide patients.



The clips also raised potential concerns about patient confidentiality and the risk of "lay or unqualified persons" attempting to replicate the procedures, Mr. Brown said.



Ben Breen a chiropractor in London, expressed similar concern. He treats about 50 patients a week, primarily for lower back, neck and shoulder pain. Mr. Breen does not record his patients.



He said the trend was "obviously great, but also a nightmare at the same time." While the videos are free marketing and often look and sound satisfying, he said, they sometimes give a false narrative of "miracle cures," especially for long-suffering patients who may have exhausted all other options.



"It just portrays this narrative of: We can just come in, click somebody from head to toe, and they're pretty much going to be back on top of the game," Mr. Breen said. "Unfortunately, it does not work like that."



Chiropractors on social media can cherry pick which videos they post, Mr. Breen noted, selecting clips skewed to support the business.



Even some longtime chiropractic patients are confused by what they're seeing on social media, and say their experiences differ. Lily Harder, 43, from Bloomington, Minn., has been seeing a chiropractor on and off for more than 20 years after being hit by a drunken driver. In 2023 alone, she had about 50 appointments.



"I've never had a chiropractor whip me around like I've seen," she said, adding that her chiropractor takes a gentler approach.



She's worried that these trending videos may trivialize the profession and those searching for pain relief.



"I already know there's been a way that people look at chiropractic care anyway," Ms. Harder said. "Some people just don't believe it works, or they think it's a sham or whatever. It just makes me feel bad for people out there who could use the help, who live in pain, who would give it a chance until they see these videos and think that's the way it is, because it's not."
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OpenAI Co-Founder, Who Helped Oust Sam Altman, Starts His Own Company



Ilya Sutskever's new start-up, Safe Superintelligence, aims to build A.I. technologies that are smarter than a human but not dangerous. 




Last year, Ilya Sutskever helped create what was called a Superalignment team inside OpenAI that aimed to ensure that A.I. technologies would not do harm.




By Cade Metz


Jun 19, 2024


Ilya Sutskever, the OpenAI co-founder and chief scientist who in November joined other board members to force out Sam Altman, the company's high-profile chief executive, has helped found a new artificial intelligence company.



The new start-up is called 
Safe Superintelligence
. It aims to produce superintelligence -- a machine that is more intelligent than humans -- in a safe way, according to the company spokeswoman Lulu Cheng Meservey. 



Dr. Sutskever, who has said he regretted moving against Mr. Altman, declined to comment. The news was reported earlier by 
Bloomberg
. 



Dr. Sutskever, 38, left OpenAI last month and announced at the time that he would be starting a new project but did not provide details. Ms. Meservey declined to name who is funding the company or how much it has raised. She said that as it builds safe superintelligence, the company will not release other products.



Dr. Sutskever founded the company alongside Daniel Gross, who worked on A.I. at Apple, and Daniel Levy, who worked with Dr. Sutskever at OpenAI. Dr. Sutskever's title at the new company will be chief scientist but he describes his role, according to Ms. Meservey, as "responsible for revolutionary breakthroughs."



In November 2022, OpenAI captured the world's imagination with the release of ChatGPT, an online chatbot that could answer questions, write term papers, generate computer code and even mimic human conversation. The tech industry rapidly embraced what it called generative artificial intelligence: technologies that can generate text, images and other media.



Many experts believe these technologies are poised to remake everything from email programs to internet search engines and digital assistants. Some believe this transformation will have as big an impact as the web browser or the smartphone.



(The New York Times has 
sued
 OpenAI and its partner, Microsoft, claiming copyright infringement of news content related to A.I. systems.)



Mr. Altman became the face of the movement toward generative A.I. as he met with lawmakers, regulators and investors around the world and testified before Congress. In November, Dr. Sutskever and three other OpenAI board members unexpectedly ousted him, saying they could no longer trust him with the company's plan to one day create a machine that can do anything the human brain can do.



Days later, after hundreds of OpenAI employees threatened to quit, Dr. Sutskever said he regretted his decision to remove Mr. Altman. Mr. Altman returned as chief executive after he and the board agreed to replace two board members with Bret Taylor, a former Salesforce executive, and Lawrence Summers, a former U.S. Treasury secretary. Dr. Sutskever effectively stepped down from the board.



Last year, Dr. Sutskever helped create what was called a Superalignment team inside OpenAI that aimed to ensure that future A.I. technologies would not do harm. Like others in the field, he had grown increasingly concerned that A.I. could become dangerous and perhaps even destroy humanity.



Jan Leike, who ran the Superalignment team alongside Dr. Sutskever, has also resigned from OpenAI. He has since been hired by OpenAI's competitor Anthropic, another company founded by former OpenAI researchers.  
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Group of Austrians Picks 77 Charities to Receive Heiress's Fortune



Marlene Engelhorn, a descendant of the founder of one of the world's largest chemical companies, decided to give away most of her inheritance.




The heiress Marlene Engelhorn in Amsterdam in 2022, when she announced her intention to give away much of her wealth. 




By Claire Moses


Jun 19, 2024


After six weekends of deliberating, a group of Austrian citizens this week decided how to divvy up the riches of the heiress Marlene Engelhorn, who is donating the bulk of her inheritance to charity in an attempt to challenge a system that allowed her to accumulate millions of euros.



The Guter Rat fur Ruckverteilung ("good council for redistribution" in German), a group of 50 residents in Austria advised by experts, 
chose 77 organizations
 that would receive money from Ms. Engelhorn's fortune over the coming years.




Members of a council tasked with dividing Ms. Engelhorn's riches during a news conference on Tuesday.




Ms. Engelhorn, 32, made headlines this year when she 
turned to the public
 to help redistribute her wealth, challenging the lack of inheritance tax in her native Austria. In January, she sent invitations to 10,000 Austrian residents, asking them for help spending 25 million euros (about $26.8 million) of her fortune, which she inherited when her grandmother died. The research group Foresight selected 50 of those residents, from various backgrounds, to form the council.



Each organization will receive an amount ranging from EU40,000 (roughly $43,000) to EU1.6 million ($1.7 million). The groups receiving money include the left-wing think tank Momentum; Attac Austria, an organization that opposes neoliberal economic policy; the social organization World Inequity Lab; climate organizations; human rights groups; and dozens of others.



There were some rules in place, according to the council's website. The money could not be given to groups or people who are "unconstitutional, hostile or inhumane," and it could not be invested with for-profit institutions. The money also couldn't be redistributed to group members or "related parties."



Now that her fortune will be mostly given away, Ms. Engelhorn said in a phone interview Wednesday, she would no longer be able to live off her tax-free wealth. She was planning to enter the work force and pay taxes.



But, she said, she is still mindful that she is coming from a privileged position, even if the contents of her bank account have gotten smaller.



"I'll always be a privileged person from a wealthy background," she said. "This is not changeable or deniable."



Prof. Michaela Moser, a lecturer at the University of Applied Sciences in St. Polten, Austria, who served as an expert adviser to the council of 50, said she was impressed by the level of engagement, discussion and -- ultimately -- consensus.



The council saw its mission as two-pronged: develop ideas on how Austrian society can deal with the distribution of wealth, and decide how to redistribute Ms. Engelhorn's 25 million euros.



"Twenty-five million -- on the one hand it's a lot," Ms. Moser said. But, she added, "there are many more organizations in Austria and beyond that could be supported."



The Engelhorn family's multibillion-dollar fortune started with Friedrich Engelhorn, who in the 19th century founded BASF, one of the world's largest chemical companies. Another family company, Boehringer Mannheim, which produced pharmaceuticals and medical diagnostic equipment, was 
sold to Roche for $11 billion
 in 1997.



Ms. Engelhorn grew up in a mansion in a chic part of Vienna and has long campaigned for tax policies that would redistribute inherited wealth and address structural economic inequality. Austria abolished its inheritance tax in 2008.



Without any laws in place that would tax Ms. Engelhorn's inherited fortune, she decided to redistribute it herself, and she turned to the public to decide how her money should be spent. She is part of the group 
Millionaires for Humanity
, which advocates wealth taxes, and she co-founded a group called Tax Me Now.




Ms. Engelhorn speaking with people in Davos, Switzerland, in January.




Before the project was announced in January, Ms. Engelhorn had publicly committed to giving away at least 90 percent of her inheritance. She is part of 
a small movement
 of superrich individuals who want to not only redistribute their money, but also to challenge the structures that allowed them to inherit their riches.



Besides giving away most of her wealth and "becoming one of many," Ms. Engelhorn said she would continue to fight for a more equal and fair distribution of wealth in her country. She said she hoped that she would make other people talk about the issue, too.



"Please talk about money, everyone," she said. "The more people are active in it, the better the results will be."
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Don't Say 'Elite': Corporate Firms' New Pitch Is Meritocracy



McKinsey, Accenture and other big firms want to recruit with a wider net, focusing more on skills than on pedigree. It may be easier said than done.








By Sarah Kessler


Jun 10, 2024


If you ask a graduating M.B.A. student, a prep school guidance counselor or the internet how to be hired at the global consulting firm McKinsey, you're likely to find a list of prestigious "target schools" where it has consistently aimed its recruiting efforts. You know the ones -- Harvard, Yale, Stanford.



But these days, McKinsey would prefer a different answer. "Exceptional can come from anywhere," its 
career website
 says. And then, in case that wasn't clear enough, "We hire people, not degrees," and also, "We believe in your potential, regardless of your pedigree."



Katy George, Mckinsey's chief people officer, told Fortune 
last year
 that the firm had increased the number of schools that its new hires came from to 1,500 from about 700, part of its process of "pivoting from pedigree to potential."



Many companies are working toward a similar makeover.



"Elite" has never sat well with many American institutions, but the word has taken a particular beating in recent years. On the 2016 campaign trail, Donald J. Trump used the label practically as an insult; the Black Lives Matter movement drew attention to racial disparities along the path to people becoming rich and powerful; and debates over free speech and safe spaces on college campuses transformed into hot-button issues, leading to opinion essays with headlines like "
Elite Universities Are Out of Touch
" and "
Why I Stopped Hiring Ivy League Graduates
."



The legitimacy of traditional markers of brilliance, like an Ivy League diploma, are being questioned. And so, companies have had to come up with other ways to convey to recruits, investors and customers that they're not just ticking boxes that may be outdated -- their talent is 
truly
 the most talented. Broadening the recruiting net fits the bill, but may come with some of the same shortcomings as previous strategies.



One way companies have tried to highlight the fairness of their recruiting practices took off in the wake of the murder of George Floyd in 2020, when they doubled down on emphasizing a commitment to "diversity, equity and inclusion." Companies hired D.E.I. officers in droves and published accountability reports.



That approach has since become a political minefield and, in some cases, 
a legal liability
. Today, executives are 
talking less about diversity
 (even as some surveys suggest they remain committed to efforts for increasing it). Some have started emphasizing "inclusion" or "belonging." But many were already pivoting to something broader.



"Skills-based hiring," "skills-first hiring" and efforts to break the "paper ceiling" -- the bias against those without college degrees -- are all rising buzz phrases. ("It's kind of our contribution to the 
'paper ceiling'
 movement," Ms. George told Fortune of McKinsey's expanded recruiting lens.)



The idea, as the consulting firm BCG described it, is putting "
competence over credentials
," meaning that companies should stop looking for the right degree and instead focus on who has the right skills, regardless of how they acquired them.



The pitch is basically meritocracy. And it's everywhere. McKinsey has developed 
a video game
 to assess candidates' cognitive skills, which it 
says
 gives it "insight beyond the resume or conventional interview." And it has published an interview prep website that a spokesperson said was necessary "so exceptional candidates from any source can succeed in our interviews, regardless of whether they have access to resources like a consulting club, active career services support, or an alumni network that's well-connected within the consulting industry." Bank of America has partnerships with 34 community colleges, and says it has hired and 
trained
 thousands of employees from these schools. Goldman Sachs switched to doing interviews for entry-level jobs virtually instead of only at a few top-level schools. "We now encounter talent from places we previously didn't get to," its global head of human capital 
wrote in 2019
.



A handful of companies, including Walmart last year, said they were removing degree requirements for corporate jobs altogether, and more than a dozen states announced they would stop requiring degrees for some government jobs. In 2020, a coalition of big companies including Accenture, JPMorgan Chase and Deloitte set out to put more Black workers into well-paying jobs. The group recently 
shifted its mission
 to promoting "
hiring for skills, not just degrees
."



Economists generally agree that eschewing unnecessary degree requirements (or prestigious degree requirements, in McKinsey's case) is a good idea -- particularly in an era of 
degree inflation
 and a tight labor market. Reducing reliance on credentials is also more likely to increase diversity, even when it's not a stated objective.



It also happens to be easier to state as an objective. "I think it's hard to be opposed to it, frankly," said Anthony Carnevale, who recently retired as the founding director of the Georgetown University Center on Education and the Workforce, and worked on employment policy under three White House administrations.



"Somebody who is most skilled for the job and deserves the job, they ought to get the job," he said. "I don't know how you argue with that."



Not surprisingly, making the promise is simpler than delivering it.



Some companies have made real progress, like Accenture, which is considered a pioneer of the strategy and has said 
nearly 50 percent of its jobs in North America
 no longer require a college degree. But a 
Harvard Study
 that looked at job postings at large firms from 2014 to 2023 found that although there was a huge uptick in roles that dropped degree requirements, not much had changed in actual hiring practices.



In the period after companies removed degree requirements from some jobs, about 3.5 percent of those jobs were filled by candidates without a degree. That means fewer than 1 in 700 workers hired last year benefited from the shift in policy.



Joseph Fuller, a professor at Harvard Business School and a co-author of the study, said the lack of follow-through was not because companies were "virtue washing," but because "there's a big difference between announcing a policy change and having that kind of reify to the company."



He said that, to a frontline manager, choosing the candidate with a college degree could feel like "when you're indifferent between two main dishes at a Chinese restaurant and one comes with free egg rolls."



Mr. Carnevale of Georgetown University pointed to another challenge: It's difficult to articulate exactly what qualities someone needs to do a particular job well, let alone how to assess those qualities without being sued. "Imagine trying to figure all that out, with lawyers in the room, what the actual knowledge, skills, abilities, personality traits, work values, work interests are -- it's dicey business," he said.



Just like screening for credentials, evaluating a candidate based on experience can be prone to bias, said Anthony Abraham Jack, an associate professor at Boston University and the author of the upcoming book "The Privileged Poor: How Elite Colleges Are Failing Disadvantaged Students." For example, he said, "traditional markers of evaluation ignore especially the work that lower-income students do on behalf of their families."



In other words, skills-based hiring may not be so different from other corporate efforts that have struggled to bring hiring practices closer to meritocracy. "It's not like a quick fix; most things that actually work tend to sort of fit that bill," said Joelle Emerson, the chief executive of the D.E.I. consultancy Paradigm. "Things that sound too good to be true -- like, oh, we're just going to do skills-based hiring -- they usually are too good to be true."
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In Rare Rebuke, Toyota Chairman's Investor Support Tumbles



A relatively low 71.9 percent of shareholders supported Akio Toyoda, who has faced scrutiny over governance issues, in his bid to remain chairman.




Toyota Motor's chairman, Akio Toyoda.




By River Akira Davis


Jun 19, 2024


Investor support for Toyota Motor's longtime leader, Akio Toyoda, sank to its lowest level since he took the helm as shareholders challenged the extent of control he exerts over the company.



According to a filing released on Wednesday, 71.9 percent of shareholders supported renominating Mr. Toyoda as chairman of Toyota's board. That met the threshold required for re-election, but it was the lowest level of support for him since at least 2010, after Mr. Toyoda's first full year as chief executive.



"In the context of corporate Japan, it's a surprising figure," Hirotaka Uchida, partner at the consultancy Arthur D. Little, said of Mr. Toyoda's renomination vote result. Shareholders want to see changes made to Toyota's governance and the level of influence Mr. Toyoda holds within the company, he said: "That has been made quite obvious."



Traditionally in Japan, board members receive nearly unanimous support from shareholders, and Mr. Toyoda, whose grandfather founded the company, has gotten an average approval of more than 96 percent over the past decade. But that national trend has started to change in recent years, with more investors using their votes to pressure companies to enhance profitability and corporate governance.



Ahead of Toyota's shareholder meeting on Tuesday, 
The New York Times
 reported that several big investors planned to vote against Mr. Toyoda's reappointment. They questioned whether recent problems with 
mishandled vehicle tests
 might indicate broader governance issues within Toyota, including inadequate checks and balances on management.



"Toyota's shareholders have now sent a strong signal that better governance is needed at the very top of the company," said Anders Schelde, chief investment officer at AkademikerPension, a Danish fund. "We share the concerns expressed and expect the chairman to reflect on the best interest of the company when deciding his next move."



Mr. Uchida of Arthur D. Little said there is very little chance that this year's lower approval rating would lead to something as big as Mr. Toyoda stepping down. "But it may mean that he takes a step back, at least from public view," he said.



During Toyota's annual meeting at its headquarters in Toyota City, southwest of Tokyo, Mr. Toyoda 
defended his active role within the company
. He said he would assume responsibility for addressing the problems within Toyota that led it to violate vehicle-certification tests.



Mr. Toyoda's comments reflected his enduring view of himself as a leader who, after guiding Toyota through numerous challenges during his nearly 14-year tenure at the top, continues to serve as a "rear guard," shielding the company from setbacks so that others can maintain forward momentum.



According to figures released on Wednesday, 95.4 percent of shareholders voted in favor of Koji Sato, who took over from Mr. Toyoda as chief executive last year. That was slightly below last year's figure, 96.8 percent.



Toyota said in a statement that it was strengthening its governance practices and had clarified the roles and expectations of its executives and redefined how it assesses the independence of directors.



"We perceive the approval rates at this year's shareholders' meeting as candid feedback from institutional investors," Toyota said. "Moving forward, we will continue to value dialogue with our shareholders, sincerely taking their feedback to heart and addressing it."
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E.U. Warns France Over 'Excessive' Deficit, Adding to Political Risks



The rebuke for breaking European Union rules that require strict financial discipline comes two weeks before French voters head to the polls for parliamentary elections.




Fuel pumps in Paris. France has provided subsidies to help households struggling with high energy costs.




By Liz Alderman


Jun 19, 2024


Add an entry to the list of troubles facing President Emmanuel Macron of France less than two weeks before pivotal 
legislative elections
: potential financial penalties by the European Union for failure to rein in the nation's ballooning deficit and debt.



The reprimand, announced Wednesday in Brussels, highlighted 
France's fragile finances
 at a moment of 
political turmoil
, as the 
far right National Rally party
, led by Marine Le Pen, and a left-wing coalition, the New Popular Front, appear increasingly positioned to form a new government that could 
weaken Mr. Macron's grip on power
.



Mr. Macron threw French politics into disarray earlier this month by calling for 
snap parliamentary elections
 after his party was battered by the far right in European Parliament elections.



The fiscal warning by E.U. authorities set the stage for a possible confrontation between Brussels and Paris. Both the National Rally and the New Popular Front have pledged to spend more on public services at a time when Mr. Macron is being forced to find deep budgetary cuts of up to 25 billion euros ($26.9 billion) this year to improve the nation's finances. The opposition parties, however, are critical of E.U. institutions, and want to ease rather than tighten fiscal policy.



France is in debt to the tune of around EU3 trillion, or more than 110 percent of gross domestic product, and a deficit of EU154 billion, representing 5.5 percent of economic output. The budget crunch comes after Mr. Macron spent heavily to support workers and businesses during pandemic lockdowns. His government also provided subsidies to help households cope with a jump in inflation after Russia's invasion of Ukraine, which sent energy prices soaring.




President Emmanuel Macron has called for snap parliamentary elections, throwing French politics into disarray.




E.U. rules typically require member countries to maintain budgetary discipline or face hefty fines if debt climbs above 60 percent of gross domestic product or if budget deficits reach more than 3 percent.



Those rules were suspended after the pandemic, when all European governments spent aggressively to shield their economies. But Brussels reinstated them this year and warned countries with sky-high spending to close the gap quickly or face a so-called excessive deficit procedure, which forces indebted governments to negotiate with Brussels or potentially face a fine.



France was not the only country reprimanded on Wednesday: Six others, including Italy, Belgium and Poland, were found to be in violation of the bloc's fiscal rules. All those governments will start negotiations with Brussels, which can stretch for years, in July. Romania, which was warned about its deficit in 2020, was also singled out as not doing enough to fix its finances.



The rebuke from Brussels raises the stakes for the party that winds up taking power in France's parliament after two rounds of voting that end on July 7. The National Rally, which supports a protectionist "France first" economic policy, could hold greater sway than ever, squeezing out Mr. Macron's centrist party and throwing parliament into gridlock.



"None of these outcomes are conducive for fiscal policy," Mujtaba Rahman, the European managing director of the Eurasia Group think tank, wrote in a note. "A far-right or united left government would actually widen the fiscal deficit."



Mr. Macron had already ordered his government to start bringing its finances back into line. The European economy commissioner, Paolo Gentiloni, said Wednesday that despite the reprimand from Brussels, France was moving in the right direction.



But the political chaos that Mr. Macron unleashed by calling an election has 
spooked investors
 who had increasingly seen France as attractive for investments. They are now focusing on the prospect of instability if Mr. Macron is forced to govern alongside the National Rally's top lieutenant, Jordan Bardella, a protege of Ms. Le Pen's.




Marine Le Pen, center left, and Jordan Bardella, center right, at a political rally for the far-right National Rally.




Mr. Bardella has said that if he takes power, his first priority would be to address a cost-of-living crisis that has buffeted French households, primarily by slashing taxes on energy, gas and electricity at a cost of "several dozen billion" euros. He would also cut income taxes for French people under the age of 30 and encourage companies to raise salaries 10 percent, without charging them additional social security taxes.



Mr. Bardella this week backed away from some of his more costly pledges, including a plan to lower France's retirement age to 60, after independent economists tallied the cost of his overall program at around EU100 billion, shaking investors. French stocks slumped more than 6 percent last week before recovering some of their losses in recent days. The risk premium that investors demand to hold French government bonds over Germany's, the eurozone's benchmark, is near its highest level since 2017.



Investors are also concerned that the left-leaning New Popular Front coalition would throw financial caution to the wind with pledges to increase the minimum wage, cut the retirement age to 60 and freeze prices for necessities including food, energy and fuel. The party has said it would reject E.U. budgetary rules.



The French finance minister, Bruno Le Maire, said this week that the opposition parties would "open the floodgates of public spending wide at a time when we should be restoring our accounts." 
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In California, Hotels and Rentals Must Reveal Fees Upfront. What Does That Mean for You?



Two new laws target surprise charges like resort fees, cleaning fees and service fees, forcing companies to tell you about them before you book, even if you live elsewhere. Here's what you need to know.



By Derek M. Norman


Jun 19, 2024


Last May, Samir Bhavnani, a 47-year-old tech executive from San Diego, was planning a trip to Palm Springs, Calif., where he planned to propose to his girlfriend. He found the perfect spot on Vrbo: It offered a "spa in a grotto," a slide and a swim-up bar and had plenty of five-star reviews.



He decided to book two nights, at $595 a night. But somehow, the total came to about $2,300.



"And $595 plus $595 doesn't equal $2,300," Mr. Bhavnani said. "Taxes, host fees and service fees basically doubled the price. I asked the owner what the fee breakout was, and they said it was $300 for cleaning and $300 for 'air-conditioning.' This is Palm Springs. I expect every place to have air-conditioning like they have running water."



Soon, if you're booking a place to stay in California -- whether you live in the state or not -- this kind of sticker shock from hidden, or "junk," fees will be far less likely to spoil your trip.



On July 1, a sweeping 
new state law
 will ban hidden fees on purchases -- including event tickets, hotel rooms and food delivery services -- by requiring businesses to include all mandatory fees or last-minute charges in their advertised and displayed price.



In short, "the price Californians see will be the price they pay," 
Rob Bonta
, the state's attorney general, 
said in a statement
 in October, when Gov. Gavin Newsom signed the bill.



A second law, also taking effect July 1, specifically targets the sometimes hefty hidden resort and cleaning fees at hotels.



"Earlier this year I was charged a destination fee at a hotel," Marc Berman, the California state assemblyman who wrote the second 
bill
, said in a statement. "It's a hotel. Being a destination isn't a special add-on; it's literally the essence of a hotel."



Mr. Bhavnani spent his proposal getaway at a hotel that cost about $600 a night, which included a $25 nightly resort fee. Despite the change in plans -- and even though he forgot the ring and had to propose with "a big, gaudy fake" one that he picked up at a T.J. Maxx -- she still said yes.



Here are a few things to know about how California's new junk fee law will affect hotels and short-term rentals.



What does this mean if you're booking a hotel room?



Some hotels are still trying to figure that out, said A.J. Rossitto, the advocacy director at the 
California Hotel and Lodging Association
.



But all resort fees, destination fees and facility fees -- either the ones that appear on the list of charges just before you confirm your booking, or the "mandatory" ones a hotel desk clerk might add to your bill at checkout -- will have to be included in the initial price you see while you're shopping around for options.



Some hotel chains, like Choice, Hilton and Marriott, have already begun displaying all mandatory fees in their upfront prices for listings across the country, according to spokesmen from the three companies.



InterContinental, which operates brands including Kimpton, Crowne Plaza and Staybridge Suites, among others, has begun modifying its system so that room rates include all amenity and other mandatory fees, according to Jamie Cwalinski, a spokesman for the company. The fee-inclusive displays will be visible on all U.S. listings in coming weeks, he said.



Which fees must hotels list?



It all boils down to one question, said Mr. Rossitto: Is this fee mandatory? If a service is optional, it will not be included. But a mandatory fee within an optional service would have to be, he explained.



"For example," he said, "if you purchase a massage and there's a mandatory 10 percent gratuity, that 10 percent gratuity is going to be included in the listed massage price."



How about short-term rentals?



Cleaning fee, service fee, host fee: These types of mandatory charges often appear in a list just before you finish booking on a short-term rental site like Airbnb or Vrbo.



Airbnb, for one, has installed a button on its website that allows all properties that appear in your initial search to display their prices as "total before taxes." For listings in California after July 1, travelers will always see these as part of the advertised price instead of at the end of the reservation process.



For those booking outside the state, if you turn this feature on, the results will include all mandatory fees in the displayed price.



Currently, Vrbo lists two prices in its initial search results: First, the nightly rate without fees is shown in bold. Then, just below the nightly rate, the total price of the entire stay is displayed, which includes all mandatory fees.



Will other states follow suit?



Several other states
 have considered legislation targeting junk fees. Minnesota recently 
passed its own junk fee law
, which will go into effect next year. The California laws, the first in the U.S. to go into effect, come as the federal government weighs a crackdown.



In October, President Biden 
announced an effort
 to rein in junk fees -- which, according to the statement, cost Americans tens of billions of dollars each year. In November, the Federal Trade Commission 
proposed a ruling
 that would prohibit businesses across the country from misrepresenting the total costs of goods and services by omitting mandatory fees from advertised prices. Last April, the Federal Trade Commission held 
an informal hearing
 that was open to the public to hear comments on its proposed rule, which it will use to decide on how it moves forward with its proposal.



Will all this make prices go up?



It shouldn't, though starting in July, it could make them appear to, as hotels and short-term rentals include mandatory fees in their advertised prices.



The shift could even lower some costs.



Pam Knudsen, who specializes in short-term-rental regulation at 
Avalara
, a maker of tax compliance software, said that the short-term-rental hosts and property managers may start re-evaluating what kinds of fees they are charging and decide to cut some fees to remain competitive.



"It's really going to depend," Ms. Knudsen said, "on how they want to look compared to the other people that are listing on that same platform and in that same area."



Follow New York Times Travel 
on 
Instagram
 and 
sign up for our weekly Travel Dispatch newsletter
 to get expert tips on traveling smarter and inspiration for your next vacation. Dreaming up a future getaway or just armchair traveling? Check out our 
52 Places to Go in 2024
.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/19/travel/california-hotel-rentals-junk-fees.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Business Day
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            International
          
        

      

      Editorials, Op-Ed and Letters

      
        U.N. Humanitarian Chief: World Leaders Are Failing Us
        They are breaking the compact between ordinary people and those in whom power is vested.

      

      
        Dad Brain Is Real, and It's a Good Thing
        New science reveals parenting is transformative for men.

      

      
        In Indiana, the MAGA Revolution Eats Its Own
        A Christian nationalist upset causes Republican angst.

      

      
        How Capitalism Went Off the Rails
        Easy money destroyed the basis for productive, competitive markets.

      

      
        Life With Alzheimer's: Families' Stories
        Readers recount their experiences coping with the disease. Also: A mother's dementia; the B.D.S. movement; dangers of factory farms.

      

      
        
          	
            Business Day
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            International
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Guest Essay



U.N. Humanitarian Chief: World Leaders Are Failing Us








By Martin Griffiths


Jun 17, 2024


I have spent much of my career in or on the edges of war zones, but nothing quite prepared me for the breadth and depth of human suffering I have witnessed in my three years as the United Nations' humanitarian chief.



The early months of my tenure were consumed with the conflict in Ethiopia's Tigray region, and the effort to get more than a trickle of food and other aid to some five million people who had been cut off from the outside world by brutal fighting.



Then, in February 2022, came Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine: the tanks rolling toward Kyiv; 
reports
 of summary executions and sexual violence in towns and villages; the brutal fighting in the east and south of the country that has forced millions of people from their homes; and the relentless attacks on apartment buildings, schools, hospitals and energy infrastructure that continue to this day. Tremors were felt around the world as food prices rose and geopolitical tensions deepened.



Just over a year later, the atrocious conflict in Sudan broke out. As two generals have battled for power, thousands have been killed, millions displaced, and ethnic-based violence has once again emerged as famine looms.



And then came Hamas's horrendous Oct. 7 attacks on Israel and the ensuing bombardment of Gaza, which has turned the blockade-impoverished enclave into hell on earth. The Ministry of Health in Gaza says more than 37,000 people in Gaza have been killed, and almost the entire population has been forced from their homes, many of them multiple times. Getting humanitarian aid to a population on the 
verge of famine
 has been made almost impossible, while humanitarian and United Nations workers have been killed in unconscionable numbers.



Millions of others across the world are suffering no less in long-running and unresolved conflicts that no longer make the headlines -- in Syria, Yemen, Myanmar, Democratic Republic of the Congo, and the Sahel, to name a few.



This is precisely the situation that the modern global order, created in the aftermath of World War II and embodied with heartfelt ambition in the United Nations Charter, was meant to prevent. The suffering of millions of people is clear evidence that we are failing.



At its heart, I do not believe this failure lies with the United Nations. After all, the body is only as good as the commitment, effort and resources that its members put in. For me, this is a failure of world leaders: They are failing humanity by breaking the compact between ordinary people and those in whom power is vested.



This is most evident in the leaders who, with such callous disregard for the consequences on their own people and others, remorselessly reach for the gun instead of pursuing diplomatic solutions. It is particularly egregious when it is permanent members of the Security Council, the United Nations body charged with maintaining international peace and security, who betray their solemn duties in this way. Russia's invasion of Ukraine in 2022, an act in violation of the United Nations Charter, is a clear example.



The failure of leadership is also evident in some nations' almost unconditional wartime support provided to their allies, despite abundant evidence that it's enabling widespread suffering and potential breaches of international humanitarian law. You can particularly see this in Gaza, where civilian lives and infrastructure are experiencing excessive harm. You can also see it in the obstruction and politicization of humanitarian assistance, while hunger and disease spread and humanitarian workers, health care workers, and journalists have all endured unacceptable losses. Just look at the weapons that have continued to flow to Israel from the United States and many other countries, despite the obviously appalling impact of the war on civilians.



It is evident in leaders' failure to hold to account, and even in efforts to undermine accountability, those who breach the U.N. Charter and international law, emboldening those for whom our rules and norms are mere obstacles to their greed for power and resources.



And in my world, these failures are particularly evident in the fact that every year, international funding for humanitarian relief reaches nowhere near the amount required, while individual nations' military spending increases. In 2023, the world's collective military expenditure 
rose to $2.4 trillion
, while the United Nations and other aid organizations scraped together just $24 billion for humanitarian assistance, a mere 43 percent of the amount required to meet the most urgent needs of hundreds of millions of people.



Nevertheless, I still have hope.



Despite the many inadequacies of world leadership, I have also seen ample evidence in the last three years, and throughout my career, that humanity, compassion and people's determination and desire to help one another still burn strong. I have seen this across many world crises, in the host communities who share the little they have with people fleeing conflict and hardship, often for months and years on end; in the spontaneous mobilization of local and national groups who support their communities in times of crisis, such as Sudan's youth-led Emergency Response Rooms that rallied to provide medical, engineering and other emergency support; and in the courageous efforts of humanitarian workers across the globe.



Throughout my seven tours of duty with the United Nations, I have seen the unique capability and can-do spirit of this body and its personnel to take on and manage unbelievably complex and demanding situations, and to secure solutions to seemingly intractable problems, when empowered to do so. It was this spirit that in 2022 drove my efforts to secure the Black Sea Grain Initiative, an agreement brokered by the United Nations and Turkey that allowed for vast amounts of grain to finally be exported from Ukraine after months of being blocked. This demonstrated that even bitter enemies locked in conflict could agree to mitigate the war's impact on the food security of millions around the world.



It drove me in tough negotiations with President Bashar al-Assad to allow aid into northwest Syria following the devastating February 2023 earthquakes, and to push for the warring generals in Sudan to agree to a Declaration of Commitment to Protect the Civilians of Sudan, eventually paving the way for some aid to start flowing back into the country. All this shows the power of what we now call humanitarian mediation.



If we are to have any hope for a better, more peaceful, more equitable future, we need world leaders who unite us, rather than continue to seek ways to divide us. We need leaders who are able and willing to harness our collective humanity, reinvigorate our trust in our common laws, norms and institutions and who have the vision and drive to deliver on the immense hope and ambition of the U.N. Charter.



As I prepare to step down after three years as the head of the U.N.'s humanitarian efforts, this is my appeal to leaders on behalf of the humanitarian community and all the people whom we serve: Set aside narrow interests, division and conflict. Put humanity, cooperation and people's hopes for a better, more equal world, back at the center of international relations.



Martin Griffiths has served as the under secretary general for humanitarian affairs at the United Nations since May 2021, a role he will be stepping down from at the end of this month. He has spent more than four decades working for the United Nations, aid agencies and as an international conflict and humanitarian mediator.
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Guest Essay



Dad Brain Is Real, and It's a Good Thing








By Darby Saxbe


Jun 16, 2024


A father of three recently told me that if he could go back in time and give himself one piece of advice, it would be to have kids sooner. Fatherhood changed him; it gave his life purpose, he said. It turns out neuroscience agrees with him.



My research lab investigates how the brain changes when men become fathers, and we are discovering that fatherhood can be transformative for their brains and bodies. The brain and hormonal changes we observe in new dads tell us that nature intended men to participate in child-rearing, because it equipped them with neurobiological architecture to do so. They too can show the fundamental instinct for nurturing that's often attributed solely to mothers.



Not only that, but men's involvement in fatherhood can have long-term benefits for their brain health -- and for healthy societies. At a time when boys and men 
seem to be experiencing
 greater social isolation and declining occupational prospects, the role of father can provide a meaningful source of identity. But the transition to fatherhood can also be a time of vulnerability, which is why supporting fathers should be a priority for policymakers.



In a 2022 study
, my colleagues and I collaborated with researchers in Spain to gather brain scans of a small number of first-time fathers before and after their babies were born. Our results echoed studies of mothers done by some of the same researchers. In 
several landmark
 
studies
, they found that as women became mothers, their brains lost volume in gray matter, the layer of brain tissue rich with neurons, in regions across the brain, including those responsible for social and emotional processing.



Although a shrinking brain sounds like bad news, less can be more: These changes might fine-tune the brain to work more efficiently. The teenage brain also 
trims down its gray matter
 as it develops. Women who lost more brain volume showed stronger attachment to their infants after birth, indicating that the shrinkage promoted bonding.



Our findings for fathers were similar. Men also lost gray matter volume in new fatherhood, in some of the same regions that changed in women. But volume reductions for dads were less pronounced. The findings for mothers had been so striking that a machine-learning algorithm could tell mothers and nonmothers apart by their brain scans alone. The picture was noisier for fathers. My hunch is that men's brain changes looked less clear-cut because fathers vary so much in their levels of engagement in parenting.



We tested that theory in a 
follow-up study
 where we measured how dads felt about their babies before and after birth. When fathers told us that they felt more bonded to their unborn child and hoped to take more time off from work after birth, they went on to lose more gray matter volume across the cortex -- the part of the brain that does higher-order thinking. Similarly, fathers who spent more time tending to their infants in the three months after birth showed larger gray matter reductions. Fathers who lost more gray matter volume also said they enjoyed their infants more and reported lower parenting stress.



But a shrinking paternal brain may also have downsides. We found that fathers who lost more gray matter volume had worse sleep and more symptoms of depression and anxiety in the first year after birth. More studies with larger samples of men are needed, but our preliminary takeaway was that the same brain adaptations that seemed to track with engagement in fatherhood also signaled risk to men's well-being.



Infant care can be exhausting and isolating, so it makes sense that it might take a toll on involved fathers, just as it can on mothers. Our lab has found similar patterns for men's testosterone, which can dip around the transition to new fatherhood. Dampened testosterone seems to 
bolster fathers' investment in parenting
, yet also may 
confer risk for postpartum depression
.



Even so, most fathers tell us that they derive tremendous meaning and purpose from their connection to their children. Contemporary fathers are almost as likely as mothers to say that 
parenthood is central to their identity
, and men are even 
more likely to report that children improve their well-being
 than women are. And the newest data suggests that parenting may ultimately promote long-term brain health; among older men and women, a brain-age algorithm 
estimated
 that the brain looked younger among people who had children.



The take-home message for men is that brain change is likely a good thing, even if it exposes vulnerability. Podcasters and pundits have exhorted men to pump up their manliness by 
raising their testosterone
 through 
cage fights
, 
ice baths
, 
weight-lifting
 and 
red light therapy
, but these influencers miss the mark on men's health. A well-lived life requires a physiology that adapts to changing demands.



My lab has interviewed over 100 men about becoming a father, and a recurring theme is "transformation." I've seen it firsthand: After my own parents split up in the 1980s and agreed on joint custody, my formerly checked-out dad became a solo parent on alternating weeks. If you ask him about that experience now, he calls it a great joy. We taught him patience and fortitude, he'll say. (My siblings and I were 
really
 obnoxious.)



Transformation requires time and practice, which is why healthy societies invest in policies that promote bonding and reduce stress in early parenthood, like family leave and workplace cultures that allow fathers to prioritize parenting. To most effectively champion families, we must recognize that fatherhood changes men just as it changes women and anyone else who devote time to caring for young children. At a time when birthrates are dropping and people feel lonely, the role of father offers an anchor, grounding men in their relationships with others.



Darby Saxbe is a professor of psychology at the University of Southern California. She is writing a book on how fatherhood transforms men.
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Michelle Goldberg



In Indiana, the MAGA Revolution Eats Its Own








By Michelle Goldberg


Jun 18, 2024


The Indiana's governor's race should not, under normal circumstances, be remotely competitive. In 2020, Donald Trump won the state by 16 percentage points, and the current Republican governor, Eric Holcomb, won by more than 20. All the state's leading officials are Republicans, and the party has supermajorities in both legislative chambers.



But after the Republican convention this weekend, the influential conservative lawyer James Bopp Jr. wrote, in a 
confidential memo
 obtained by Politico's Adam Wren, that there's a "serious threat" to the party's nominee for governor, Senator Mike Braun.



That threat is Micah Beckwith, a Pentecostal pastor, podcaster and self-described Christian nationalist who was just chosen, despite Braun's wishes, to be his running mate. Ordinarily, The Indianapolis Star 
reports
, convention delegates rubber-stamp their candidate's choice of lieutenant. But this year, they rebelled, rejecting Braun's selection, a state representative named Julie McGuire, for Beckwith, who embodies the combative spiritual fervor ascendant among the party's grass-roots. As a result, wrote Bopp, "Democrats have a real opportunity to launch a serious campaign in the fall because of Beckwith's nomination, and it has already begun."



Democrats will have plenty of material to work with. The day after the Jan. 6 insurrection, Beckwith 
said
 that God had told him: "Micah, I sent those riots to Washington. What you saw yesterday was my hand at work." He's 
said
 that the "progressive left has taken over the Republican Party in Indiana," and promised that if he wins, he'll be a thorn in the side to the governor.



Before his victory this weekend, Beckwith was probably best known for leading a campaign to purge the young-adult shelves at the Hamilton East Public Library, where he was a board member until January. (He resigned after a policy he'd promoted, which removed books that included sex, violence or repeated profanity from a section for teenagers, 
was reversed
.) Braun, wrote Bopp, will be "made to answer" for every statement Beckwith has ever made.



Beckwith's elevation is the latest sign of a conflict splitting Republican parties nationwide, as G.O.P. activists demand ever greater levels of purity and belligerence from their leaders. I've written about this in Minnesota, where delegates to the state convention 
endorsed
 the Alex Jones acolyte Royce White for Senate, and in 
Colorado
, where the state party recently called for the burning of Pride flags. Cadres of true believers inspired by Donald Trump, and by the religious movement that sees him as divinely ordained, are seizing the party from the bottom up, much to the consternation of more traditional Republicans who thought they could indulge the MAGA movement without being overtaken by it.



At times, the forces Trump has helped unleash can be even more powerful than Trump himself. At Braun's request, the ex-president gave a last-minute endorsement to McGuire, but convention delegates seem not to have taken it seriously. Beckwith supporters "largely saw the Trump endorsement as a last-ditch attempt to influence the race rather than genuine support from the former president, who likely has little notion of the lieutenant governor race in Indiana," 
reported
 The Indianapolis Star. It quoted one delegate saying, of Trump, "This is not something I think he actually vetted." Trump's followers want candidates who ape his transgressive style even if they don't have his explicit blessing.



The divide within the Republican Party, in Indiana as elsewhere, isn't really between moderates and conservatives, because almost everyone involved is very right-wing. It is, rather, between people who know how to work within the existing system, and outsiders who want to overturn it. Bopp, for example, is no RINO squish; he's the general counsel for National Right to Life and an election denier who, in 2020, filed lawsuits challenging election results in four states won by Biden. If he's worried, it's not because Beckwith is an extremist, but because he's an extremist who might threaten Republican power.



In other words, Beckwith's nomination is an example of the MAGA revolution eating its own. On the podcast he co-hosts, "Jesus, Sex and Politics," Beckwith explained why he doesn't feel bound by what Ronald Reagan called his "11th commandment": Thou shalt not speak ill of another Republican. "Remember," Beckwith said, "Republicans back then weren't champions of Communism."



A Republican Party in disarray is obviously good news for Democrats, whose candidate for governor, an ex-Republican named Jennifer McCormick, is already 
using
 Beckwith to raise money. Mike Schmuhl, chair of the Indiana Democratic Party, said that Braun's inability to get his preferred running mate elected by his own party undermines his branding as a can-do businessman. "I think it makes him look weak," Schmuhl said. "I think it makes the Republicans look splintered."



But even if you like watching the craven Republican establishment squirm, the growing political power of figures like Beckwith is still ominous. After all, even if Democrats now have an opening, Braun and Beckwith are still the favorites.



And many of Beckwith's views are thoroughly mainstream among Republicans. 
According
 to the Public Religion Research Institute's 2023 American Values Atlas, 55 percent of Trump supporters are Christian nationalists, as measured by their agreement with statements like "Being Christian is an important part of being truly American" and "God has called Christians to exercise dominion over all areas of American society." The Christian right increasingly sees American politics as zero-sum, meaning it is either going to triumph or face subjugation. As Justice Samuel Alito of the Supreme Court was recorded saying, "One side or the other is going to win."



So Beckwith is channeling something widespread in his party when he presents politics as a Manichaean battle in which compromise is impossible. "We are in a season of war right now," Beckwith said on a right-wing Christian podcast called "For the King." "People need to wake up, or else this mental and heart battle that we find ourselves in culturally, it will lead to bullets and bombs. It's just a matter of time."
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Bret Stephens



How Capitalism Went Off the Rails








By Bret Stephens


Jun 19, 2024


The Group of 7 countries might have set a record when they met in Italy last week. Has there ever been a 
less popular assemblage of leaders
 of the free world? Approval ratings ranged from Giorgia Meloni of Italy's about 
40 percent
 to Emmanuel Macron of France's 21 percent to Fumio Kishida of Japan's 13 percent. Last year 
the Edelman Trust Barometer
 found that only 20 percent of people in the G7 countries thought that they and their families would be better off in five years. 
Another Edelman survey
, from 2020, uncovered a broad distrust of capitalism in countries across the world, "driven by a growing sense of inequity and unfairness in the system."



Why the broad dissatisfaction with an economic system that is supposed to offer unsurpassed prosperity? Ruchir Sharma, the chairman of Rockefeller International and a Financial Times columnist, has an answer that boils down to two words: easy money. In an eye-opening new book, "What Went Wrong With Capitalism," he makes a convincing case.



"When the price of borrowing money is zero," Sharma told me this week, "the price of everything else goes bonkers." To take just one example: In 2010, as the era of ultralow and even negative interest rates was getting started, 
the median sale price
 for a house in the United States hovered around $220,000. By the start of this year, it was more than $420,000.



Nowhere has inflation (in the broad sense of the term) been more evident than in global financial markets. In 1980 they were worth a total of $12 trillion -- equal to the size of the global economy at the time. After the pandemic, Sharma noted, those markets were worth $390 trillion, or around four times the world's total gross domestic product.



In theory, easy money should have broad benefits for regular people, from employees with 401(k)s to consumers taking out cheap mortgages. In practice, it has destroyed much of what used to make capitalism an engine of middle-class prosperity in favor of the old and very rich.



First, there 
was inflation in real and financial assets
, followed by 
inflation in consumer prices
, followed by higher financing costs as interest rates have risen to fight inflation -- which inevitably begets political pressure to return to easy-money policies.



For wealthier Americans who own assets or had locked in low-interest mortgages, this hasn't been a bad thing. But for Americans who rely heavily on credit, it's been devastating. "For families already strained by high prices, dwindling savings and slowing wage growth, increased borrowing costs are pushing them closer to the financial edge," The Times's Ben Casselman and Jeanna Smialek 
reported in May
.



Sharma noted more subtle damages. Since investors "can't make anything on government bonds when those yields are near zero," he said, "they take bigger risks, buying assets that promise higher returns, from fine art to high-yield debt of zombie firms, which earn too little to make even interest payments and survive by taking on new debt." A recent 
Associated Press analysis
 found 2,000 of those zombies (once thought to be mainly a Japanese phenomenon) in the United States. Collectively, those companies have a total of $1.1 trillion in loans to pay between now and September.



The hit to the overall economy comes in other forms, too: inefficient markets that no longer deploy money carefully to their most productive uses, large corporations swallowing smaller competitors and deploying lobbyists to bend government rules in their favor, the collapse of prudential economic practices. "The most successful investment strategy of the 2010s," Sharma writes, citing the podcaster Joshua Brown, "would have been to buy the most expensive tech stocks and then buy more as they rose in price and valuation."



But the worst hit is to capitalism itself: a pervasive and well-founded sense that the system is broken and rigged, particularly against the poor and the young. "A generation ago, it took the typical young family three years to save up to the down payment on a home," Sharma observes in the book. "By 2019, thanks to no return on savings, it was taking 19 years."



The social consequence of this is rage; the political consequence is populism.



Sharma is no fan of Bidenomics, which, he told me, took "the 100-year expansion of government and put it in overdrive" with unprecedented stimulus packages and politically directed investments. But 
unlike other prominent Wall Street investors
, he isn't signing up for the Donald Trump bandwagon, either. The former president loves easy money, tax cuts without spending cuts and record deficits.



"He promised to deconstruct the administrative state but ended up 
adding new rules
 at the same pace as his predecessor -- 3,000 a year," Sharma said of Trump. "His exercise of presidential authority to personal ends shattered historic precedents and did more to expand than restrict the scope of government. For all their policy differences, both leading U.S. candidates are committed and fearless statists, not friends of competitive capitalism."



What happens when both major parties are wedded to two versions of the same failing ideas? And what happens when leading figures of both the progressive left and the populist right seek to compound the problem with even easier credit and more runaway spending?



The answer: We are wandering in fog. And the precipice is closer than we think.
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letters



Life With Alzheimer's: Families' Stories


Jun 19, 2024







To the Editor:



Re "
My Mom Showed Me Life With Alzheimer's Is Worth Living
," by Stephen Gettinger (Opinion guest essay, June 10):



I watched my mom disintegrate over a decade, the dementia robbing her of any semblance of quality to her days. And while I, now 72, am not at the point where I feel that diagnosis is imminent, so many of the symptoms exhibited by the author in the days leading up to his hearing that dreaded word applied to him are now clearly evident in me.



I fear the inevitability of that day. And I wonder, if and when it comes, will I deal with it with resignation or grace? Will I be able to accept my fate and cherish what remains, or rail against the gods for robbing me of my essential being?



Watching my mom disappear from view was one of the hardest things both my sister and I could ever imagine. And though there were moments of light (she sang along with Sinatra tunes even when she could no longer speak), those final years do often haunt me. Both as to the past and the possibility of my own future.



Robert S. Nussbaum
Fort Lee, N.J.



To the Editor:



The beautifully written and supportive essay by Stephen Gettinger about his mother's journey with Alzheimer's and his own diagnosis should be read by all families and patients facing this debilitating disease.



We are all facing the "end of life" from the moment of our birth, but with each new arthritic joint, loss of hearing a high note or forgetting a name, the reality of our situation comes increasingly into focus. Adapting and planning are crucial for ending life with equanimity.



I strongly recommend the tools so well assembled by the organization 
Compassion and Choices
. In particular, working through the details necessary to make your wishes known while you still can (if you are facing dementia) could be one of the greatest gifts you could give your family.



L. Michael Glode
Golden, Colo.
The writer, a physician, is professor emeritus at the University of Colorado Cancer Center.



To the Editor:



Thank you, Stephen Gettinger, for a breath of sweet air on this topic. My husband was diagnosed with Alzheimer's two years ago, at age 75. I was filled with panic and despair. The message I seemed to always hear was "prepare yourself; it just gets worse."



Well, no. My husband is an incredibly upbeat, glass-is-overflowing and "wow, look at that amazing building, tree, painting" kind of man. This disease hasn't slowed him or shaken him, and his positivity has turned my anxiety into wonder.



A doctor told him early on that "we don't know the future," and my husband has taken that to heart. He sees his future as still filled with joy and good times. Yes, there are issues. Words can be hard to find. Math is a challenge.



But if he can persevere, so can I. I'm learning.



Ziporah Janowski
Croton-on-Hudson, N.Y.



To the Editor:



"A cheerier outlook" for Alzheimer's? Is he serious?



Contact the thousands of caregivers who buy food, prepare meals, search out doctors, make appointments, go to appointments, order medicines, administer medicines, struggle to pay co-pays for medicines, change bed linens -- or those who give up their jobs, sell their homes, become strangers to their families, cannot afford assisted living or home health aides, burn through their savings, struggle with their own sanity and so much more.



To put a positive spin on a horrible, as yet incurable and mysterious disease is an appalling affront to those of us who suffer (including the patients) with all forms and stages of dementia. To put such an essay front and center is a slap in our faces!



Come live in our world!



Lois Waltzer
Delray Beach, Fla.



To the Editor:



I am glad that Stephen Gettinger is finding some positive aspects in his experience of Alzheimer's. Like Mr. Gettinger, I also saw my mother die with Alzheimer's, after 12 years of this terrible disease.



In contrast to Mr. Gettinger, I am doing everything in my power to ensure that I will be able to end my life should I get that diagnosis. My son and I have already agreed that he will accompany me to Switzerland for assisted suicide if necessary.



I wish that our society would respect my wishes as it does Mr. Gettinger's, and not put me to the cruel choice of leaving friends, home and family behind just when I will want them most.



Dena S. Davis
New York
The writer is emerita professor of bioethics and religion studies at Lehigh University.



Dementia and My Mom








To the Editor:



Re "
A Catalog of Losses -- and Laughs
," by Cornelia Channing (Opinion guest essay, June 16):



Good for Ms. Channing for finding ways to get "a chuckle" from her father, who had dementia.



When I became my mother's family caregiver after she was diagnosed with senile dementia, I too looked for ways to make Mom laugh, or at the very least, to smile.



One morning, after tying her sneaker laces, I teased her, "Well, Mom, I guess we can call this payback time." She looked at me quizzically, then started to chuckle.



"Payback time," she said, relishing the words. As if she had just realized something momentous: She was cashing in on all her years of good mothering.



She would repeat those words often in the time I cared for her. We would both chuckle.



Kathy King Wouk
New York



The B.D.S. Movement




Mr. Bowman has refused to tone down his advocacy despite growing pressure from Jewish constituents and fellow Democrats.




To the Editor:



"
Bowman Makes Amends After Rift Over Israel
" (news article, June 11) describes the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions movement against Israel as a program "which aims to marshal political and economic pressure on Israel to improve conditions for Palestinians."



Actually, the co-founder of the B.D.S. movement, Omar Barghouti, has said that his goal is not merely to "improve conditions for Palestinians," but to eliminate the Jewish state altogether.



For example, in a panel discussion in 2014, 
Mr. Barghouti declared
: "Definitely, most definitely, we oppose a Jewish state in any part of Palestine. No Palestinian, rational Palestinian, not a sellout Palestinian, would ever accept a Jewish state in Palestine."



Rafael Medoff
Washington
The writer is director of the David S. Wyman Institute for Holocaust Studies.



The Dangers of Factory Farms








To the Editor:



Re "
Factory Farms Are Helping Bird Flu Spread
," by David Quammen (Opinion guest essay, June 13):



In the 1950s I grew up in Connecticut on a family farm, not a factory farm, and it was a one-man operation. My father refused to feed our chickens medicated feed because he recognized instinctively that it would be dangerous. And he did not overcrowd them in our four coops.



When it became impossible for an independent farmer to survive, my father stopped raising chickens, refusing to be governed on his own farm by an enormous corporation that was interested in profits before safety.



During the 1960s that farm financed seven years of Ivy League education for me, education for which I will be forever grateful. But I also shall be forever proud that my father, without a college education, had the insight to understand the dangers that factory farms present to the world.



Judith Seplowitz Ziss
Falmouth, Mass.
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        Intense Heat Grips Saudi Arabia, Killing Dozens at Hajj
        Reports from official media in Europe, the Middle East and Africa suggest that dozens of people died during this year's pilgrimage as temperatures soared.

      

      
        Russia Sentences U.S. Soldier to 4 Years in Prison
        Staff Sgt. Gordon Black was accused of making death threats against, and stealing money from, a woman with whom he was romantically involved.

      

      
        Nancy Pelosi Meets With Dalai Lama, Despite China's Criticism
        The former House speaker joined a congressional delegation that met with the Tibetan spiritual leader at his home in India. China calls him a separatist.

      

      
        Putin and Kim Sign Pact Pledging Mutual Support Against 'Aggression'
        A need for munitions to use against Ukraine is pushing Russia's leader to deepen his ties with North Korea, raising alarms in the West. The text of the agreement was not immediately released.

      

      
        As President Takes Oath, 4 Challenges for South Africa's New Government
        For the first time since the fall of apartheid, the nation must rely on a coalition of rival parties to govern. Can they get along enough to pull the country out of its crises?
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Intense Heat Grips Saudi Arabia, Killing Dozens at Hajj



Reports from official media in Europe, the Middle East and Africa suggest that dozens of people died during this year's pilgrimage as temperatures soared.



By Cassandra Vinograd and Emad Mekay


Jun 19, 2024


Dozens of people have died amid scorching temperatures during the annual hajj pilgrimage to the holy city of Mecca in Saudi Arabia, according to reports from official media in Europe, the Middle East and Africa.



With forecasts saying that temperatures would top 113 degrees Fahrenheit, or 45 degrees Celsius, on Tuesday, Saudi officials 
issued advisories
 to pilgrims urging them to stay hydrated, 
minimize outdoor activities
, and carry umbrellas to block direct sunlight.



While Saudi Arabia had not reported deaths, news reports from a number of countries whose faithful went to the hajj suggested that the heat had proved deadly.



On Sunday, Jordan's 
official news agenc
y 
said
 14 pilgrims had died from exposure to extreme sun and heat. On Wednesday, the agency said burial permits had been issued for 41 Jordanian pilgrims in Mecca, but did not provide details on the causes of death.



Tunisia's Foreign Ministry said at least 35 Tunisians had died, 
the state-run Agence Tunis Afrique Presse
 reported on Tuesday, noting the "sharp rise in temperatures" and "scorching sun" that had accompanied the hajj.



At least 13 people from India's Kerala State died performing hajj, according to Sathyapalan C., a local official, while the Russian state news agency TASS 
reported
 the deaths of four citizens from "natural causes related to health and age." Three pilgrims from Senegal also died, according to 
a statement
 from the country's Foreign Ministry, without citing a cause of death.



And Egypt's Foreign Ministry 
said
 consular staff in Saudi Arabia were working "around the clock" to help facilitate burials and searches for missing Egyptian pilgrims, without giving a number. Egypt's Ministry of Immigration has set up a 24-hour "operations room" amid numerous distress calls about missing relatives, the State Information Service said in a statement. It added that officials were visiting hospitals and medical centers in Saudi Arabia to search for any missing pilgrims and to assist with repatriating the dead.



Saudi ministries did not immediately respond to questions about the reports of deaths.



Muslims travel to Mecca from around the world each year to perform the five-day pilgrimage, which ends Wednesday. The hajj is one of the five pillars of Islam; all Muslims who are financially and physically able must perform the ritual at least once in their lives. 



More than 1.8 million people made the pilgrimage this year, 
according to the Saudi General Authority for Statistics
, with 1.6 million coming from abroad.




A woman affected by the scorching heat resting in Mina, near Mecca.




The 
first hajj took place in 632
. The pilgrimage is now one of the world's largest Muslim gatherings. Over the years, it been plagued by a number of calamities, from stampedes to fires to outbreaks of disease. A stampede on a bridge in 2006 killed 
more than 300 people
 and another in 2015 killed 
more than 2,200 people
.



Many pilgrims, who are often older, have also experienced heat stress in 
recent years
, with scores dying from the heat. The Saudi authorities had taken measures to reduce the risk of heat stress, including setting up hydration stations and using water mist sprays to cool the air.



On Tuesday, Saudi officials billed this year's hajj season a "success," with 
state media reporting
 that the health minister, Fahd al-Jalajel expressed "particular satisfaction with the fact that there were no outbreaks or other public health threats despite the significant number of pilgrims and the challenges posed by high temperatures."



The authorities also cited 
"advanced cooling systems"
 and the "consistent availability" of water for pilgrims for ensuring a 
"smooth and secure hajj for all."



Hwaida Saad
 and 
Pragati K.B.
 contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/19/world/europe/hajj-deaths-mecca-heat.html
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Russia Sentences U.S. Soldier to 4 Years in Prison



Staff Sgt. Gordon Black was accused of making death threats against, and stealing money from, a woman with whom he was romantically involved.




Staff Sgt. Gordon Black during sentencing on Wednesday at a court in Vladivostok, Russia. 




By Anatoly Kurmanaev


Jun 19, 2024


A Russian court sentenced a U.S. Army sergeant to nearly four years in jail on Wednesday for stealing the equivalent of about $100 from a woman with whom he was romantically involved and for making death threats against her.



Staff Sgt. Gordon Black, 34, was arrested in the Pacific port of Vladivostok last month after a criminal complaint made by the woman, who has not been publicly identified by the authorities. He had traveled to Russia to visit her after completing a posting in South Korea.



A statement published
 by a Vladivostok court said that Sergeant Black had stolen the money and threatened her life during a domestic argument. The statement said that the theft had caused "considerable harm" to the woman.



Several Russian criminal lawyers said that the sentence was much stricter than what a Russian citizen could expect to receive for such charges.



Russian news accounts have reported that Sergeant Black had met the woman in South Korea and that they had both frequently posted photos on social media of their time together.



Sergeant Black was scheduled to return home to Texas at the time of his arrest, U.S. officials said at the time. He did not inform his superiors about his trip to Russia, they have said.



In earlier court appearances, Sergeant Black denied making death threats but pleaded guilty to some counts of theft. His lawyer told reporters that the sentence would be appealed.



If the sentence is upheld, Sergeant Black would serve time at a low-security penal colony, according to the court.



Sergeant Black is the latest American to be detained in Russia in recent years on what U.S. officials say are often trumped-up charges. The higher-profile detentions have gnawed at the already frayed relationship between Russia and the United States, especially in light of Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine more than two years ago.



The sentencing of Sergeant Black comes as Russia prepares to try another American, Evan Gershkovich, on an espionage charge. Next Wednesday, a Russian court will hold the first hearing in the trial of Mr. Gershkovich, a reporter for The Wall Street Journal, behind closed doors.



Mr. Gershkovich, 32, was detained by security agents in the Russian city of Yekaterinburg, about 900 miles east of Moscow, more than a year ago. He had worked in Russia as a journalist for various publications for more than five years before his arrest.



The Wall Street Journal and the U.S. government have denied the charges against him. The State Department has 
designated Mr. Gershkovich
 as 
"wrongfully detained,"
 which effectively compels it to work for his safe release.



Alina Lobzina
 contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/19/world/europe/russia-us-soldier-gordon-black.html
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Nancy Pelosi Meets With Dalai Lama, Despite China's Criticism



The former House speaker joined a congressional delegation that met with the Tibetan spiritual leader at his home in India. China calls him a separatist.




Nancy Pelosi, the former U.S. House speaker, meeting with the Dalai Lama at his residence in Dharamsala, India, on Wednesday.




By Mujib Mashal and Hari Kumar


Jun 19, 2024


A high-level U.S. congressional delegation, including the former House speaker Nancy Pelosi, met with the Dalai Lama at his Indian home on Wednesday, a visit that was condemned in advance by China's government, which considers the exiled Tibetan spiritual leader a separatist.



The delegation, led by Michael McCaul, the Republican chairman of the House Committee on Foreign Affairs, arrived on Tuesday in the Himalayan town of Dharamsala, where the Dalai Lama has lived since the 1960s. The delegation visited the offices of the Tibetan government in exile, which is pushing for autonomy for Tibet within China.



The trip comes days after Congress passed a bill with bipartisan support that urged China to start dialogue with Tibetan leaders to find a solution to the longstanding conflict.



China's criticism of the visit was immediate and unsurprising. Its leaders consider the government in exile illegal and regard any support for the cause of autonomy for Tibet, which they call Xizang, as interference in internal Chinese matters.



"We urge the U.S. side to fully recognize the anti-China separatist nature of the Dalai group, honor the commitments the U.S. has made to China on issues related to Xizang, stop sending the wrong signal to the world," the Chinese Embassy in New Delhi said in a statement on Tuesday night. 



At a public function on Wednesday after the meeting with the Dalai Lama, Mr. McCaul said Chinese officials had sent the delegation a letter "warning us not to come here." He said the United States stood with Tibet in what he called its right to self-determination. "America, the beautiful, will support Tibet to remain a powerful force as always," he said.




A group of U.S. lawmakers, visiting the Dalai Lama with Ms. Pelosi, received a letter from Chinese officials warning them not to meet with him.




U.S. officials have often met with the Dalai Lama, 88. Ms. Pelosi's presence in the delegation, however, brought reminders of 
her 2022 trip to Taiwan
, the self-governing island that China claims as its territory, when she was still speaker of the House.



That contentious visit, which raised fears within the Biden administration of further deteriorating an already frosty relationship with Beijing, led to a sharp response from China, including trade restrictions on Taiwan and military exercises near the island.



The visit to India also comes as Washington and New Delhi deepen their relationship, motivated in part by the perception of a shared Chinese threat. Jake Sullivan, President Biden's national security adviser, is in New Delhi this week, holding multiple rounds of talks with Indian officials on expanding defense and technology cooperation.



Those extensive discussions, coming weeks after Prime Minister Narendra Modi won a third term in office, indicate how much Washington prioritizes the relationship with India, with American officials increasingly speaking of New Delhi as a counterweight to Beijing.



Tenzin Lekshay, a spokesman for the Central Tibetan Administration, the government in exile, said that Tibet's situation should not be seen through "the lens of increasing rivalry between the U.S. and China," but as a reminder of how the Tibetan way of life "is facing an existential threat" as China assimilates the region.



"We do hope that leaders of the free world will stand for the Tibet cause, particularly stressing the Chinese leadership to reinstall the dialogue to resolve the Sino-Tibet conflict," Mr. Lekshay said.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/18/world/asia/pelosi-dalai-lama.html
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Putin and Kim Sign Pact Pledging Mutual Support Against 'Aggression'



A need for munitions to use against Ukraine is pushing Russia's leader to deepen his ties with North Korea, raising alarms in the West. The text of the agreement was not immediately released.




Kim Jong-un, North Korea's leader, welcoming President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia to Pyongyang early Wednesday, in an image released by the North's state media.




By Choe Sang-Hun and Paul Sonne


Jun 19, 2024


President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia and North Korea's leader, Kim Jong-un, revived a Cold War-era mutual defense pledge between their nations on Wednesday, signing a new agreement that calls for them to assist each other in the event of "aggression" against either country.



The Russian president, in a briefing after the two leaders signed the document, did not clarify whether such assistance would require immediate and full-fledged military intervention in the event of an attack, 
as the now-defunct 1961 treaty specified
. But he said that Russia "does not exclude the development of military-technical cooperation" with North Korea in accordance with the new agreement.



The pact was one of the most visible rewards Mr. Kim has extracted from Moscow in return for the dozens of ballistic missiles and over 11,000 shipping containers of munitions that Washington 
has said
 North Korea has provided in recent months to help support Mr. Putin's war in Ukraine.



It also represented the farthest the Kremlin has gone in throwing its weight behind North Korea, after years of cooperating with the United States at the United Nations in curbing Pyongyang's nuclear and missile program -- a change that accelerated after Russia's invasion of Ukraine.



"This is a truly breakthrough document, reflecting the desire of the two countries not to rest on their laurels, but to raise our relations to a new qualitative level," Mr. Putin added. Neither North Korea nor Russia immediately released the text of the new agreement.



Mr. Putin denounced the United States for expanding military infrastructure in the region and holding drills with South Korea and Japan. He rejected what he called attempts to blame the deteriorating security situation on North Korea, which has carried out six nuclear test explosions since 2006 and tested intercontinental ballistic missiles that could reach the United States.



"Pyongyang has the right to take reasonable measures to strengthen its own defense capability, ensure national security and protect sovereignty," Mr. Putin said.



Mr. Kim called the pact a "most powerful agreement" and praised the "outstanding foresight" of Mr. Putin, "the dearest friend of the Korean people," the state-owned Russian news agency RIA Novosti said.



The pledge of mutual assistance is likely to further alarm Washington and its allies, particularly South Korea, because it could not only provide further support for Russia's war in Ukraine but also undermines efforts to curb North Korea's nuclear and missile programs.



Mr. Putin's remarks recalled the 1961 treaty of friendship and mutual assistance between Pyongyang and Moscow under which the two countries were obliged to "immediately extend military and other assistance" with all means at their disposal, should one of them find itself at war. That treaty became defunct after the disintegration of the Soviet Union.



When Moscow and Pyongyang signed a friendship agreement in 2000, it lacked a clause on automatic military intervention, calling only for mutual "contact" if a security emergency were to arise. It did not stipulate military intervention or military aid.



Mr. Putin is the first major head of state to visit North Korea since the pandemic, highlighting  its importance to Russia: It is one of the few  like-minded countries able and willing to supply Moscow with badly needed conventional weapons.



Mr. Kim gave the Russian leader a red-carpet welcome early Wednesday in Pyongyang, the North's capital. His energy-starved government flooded downtown Pyongyang with bright lights as the two leaders were driven in the same car -- the Russian-made Aurus limousine that Mr. Putin gave Mr. Kim last year -- to the state guesthouse .




Mr. Putin walking with Mr. Kim through Kim Il-sung Square in Pyongyang on Wednesday, in a photograph provided by Russian state media.




Despite sweltering heat, huge crowds were mobilized to a welcoming ceremony  for Mr. Putin in the  main square of Pyongyang later Wednesday, complete with goose-stepping honor guards and colorful balloons released into the air . The crowds waved paper flowers and the national flags of the two nations as Mr. Putin arrived.



As negotiations began, Mr. Putin touted a new strategic partnership document that the two leaders had signed at the summit.



"We greatly appreciate your consistent and unwavering support for Russian policy, including with regard to Ukraine, in light of our fight against the imperial policy the United States has pursued over decades in relation to the Russian Federation," Mr. Putin told the North Korean leader.



Mr. Putin, who last visited North Korea shortly after becoming president in 2000, noted the changes in the capital over the intervening years and said the city had become beautiful under Mr. Kim's leadership. He expressed hope that the next meeting between the two leaders would take place in the Russian capital.



In his remarks, Mr. Kim underscored what he called Russia's role in supporting strategic stability and balance in the world, according to reports in Russian state media. The North Korean leader reiterated his support for Russian operations in Ukraine, cheering a new era of prosperity in relations between Moscow and Pyongyang, the state news reports said.



Later on Wednesday, Mr. Putin was scheduled to visit the only Russian Orthodox Church in North Korea, built in the mid-2000s.



Mr. Putin has received artillery shells and missiles from North Korea to help fuel his drawn-out war in Ukraine, according to American and South Korean officials, though both Russia and the North have denied any arms transfers. For his part, Mr. Kim  covets Russian  help in easing his country's oil shortages, improving its weapons systems and undermining Washington's  attempts to strangle its economy with international sanctions.



The pledge of mutual assistance announced on Wednesday presents a threat to the global push for the nonproliferation of nuclear weapons. Moscow once joined the United States in imposing United Nations sanctions on countries like North Korea and Iran over their nuclear programs, but those days seem to be over.



"I don't think he'll ever sign up to that again," said Michael A. McFaul, a former U.S. ambassador to Russia and the director of Stanford University's Freeman Spogli Institute for International Studies, referring to Mr. Putin. "I think he's decided we're the enemy, the liberal international order that the United States anchors is over, and he wants to see its destruction."



Weeks before Mr. Putin's trip, Moscow used its veto power at the U.N. Security Council to disband a panel of U.N. experts that helped to enforce sanctions aimed at making it more difficult for North Korea to develop its nuclear arsenal.




The alliance between Mr. Kim and Mr. Putin, shown in a photograph provided by Russian state media on Wednesday, has alarmed Washington and its allies.




In a column published in Rodong Sinmun, the North's main state-run newspaper, on the eve of his arrival, Mr. Putin denounced the United States' "worldwide neocolonialist dictatorship" and lauded Mr. Kim for resisting "the U.S. economic pressure, provocation, blackmail and military threats."



North Korea's economy has been devastated by sanctions, and Mr. Kim is intent on capitalizing on the partnership with Mr. Putin. The North's official Korean Central News Agency on Wednesday called the deepening ties between the two leaders "an engine for accelerating the building of a new multipolar world." Rodong said the two nations were "in the same trench" in the struggle against Washington and its allies.



Mr. Putin's visit to North Korea "demonstrates that our security is not regional. It's global," NATO's secretary general, Jens Stoltenberg, said in Washington on Tuesday 
at a joint news conference
 with Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken.



"What happens in Europe matters for Asia, and what happens in Asia matters for us," Mr. Stoltenberg said. "This is clearly demonstrated in Ukraine, where Iran, North Korea, China are propping up, fueling Russia's war of aggression against Ukraine."




NATO's secretary general, Jens Stoltenberg, left, with Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken in Washington on Tuesday. Mr. Stoltenberg said North Korea was "fueling Russia's war of aggression" in Ukraine.




North Korea's military has long been ridiculed for its backward technologies and vast stockpile of outdated Soviet-era weaponry, such as artillery shells. But the fact that Mr. Putin was visiting Pyongyang for the first time in 24 years demonstrated how such old-fashioned munitions are among those that Russia most desperately needs in its war of attrition in Ukraine.
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As President Takes Oath, 4 Challenges for South Africa's New Government



For the first time since the fall of apartheid, the nation must rely on a coalition of rival parties to govern. Can they get along enough to pull the country out of its crises?




President Cyril Ramaphosa of South Africa being congratulated by members of Parliament after being selected for another term as the country's leader.




By John Eligon


Jun 19, 2024


With a humility stemming from his party's electoral disappointment, President Cyril Ramaphosa of South Africa was sworn in for a second term on Wednesday, conceding bluntly to the government's failure to cure a nation that remains deeply divided and economically fraught in the three decades since the end of apartheid.



Facing the reality of governing in partnership with rival politicians, Mr. Ramaphosa, the leader of the African National Congress, issued a call for unity reminiscent of the father of the nation, Nelson Mandela. Mr. Mandela had stood on the same bluff of government buildings overlooking the capital, Pretoria, in 1994 and tried to rally a country looking to move past its collective trauma.



But if Mr. Mandela presided over a nation bubbling with the promise, Mr. Ramaphosa confronts the broken promise.



Voters punished his party, the A.N.C., in last month's election, giving it just 40 percent of the vote, the first time it has 
failed to win an absolute majority
 since gaining power 30 years ago.



"Above all, the people of South Africa have stressed that they are impatient with political bickering and the endless blame game among politicians and political parties," Mr. Ramaphosa said. "They want us to put their needs and aspirations first, and they want us to work together for the sake of our country."




Watching a display from the South African Air Force during the inauguration of Mr. Ramaphosa.




One-third of the parties in Parliament have signed onto a coalition led by the A.N.C. They include the second-largest party, the Democratic Alliance, which got 22 percent of the vote and has long positioned itself as the fiercest of the A.N.C.'s critics. The four other parties that have joined the coalition each won less than 4 percent of the vote: the Inkatha Freedom Party, the Patriotic Alliance, the Pan Africanist Congress of Azania and GOOD. 



A statement of basic principles -- for what the parties are calling a "government of national unity" -- signed by the six coalition partners includes their policy priorities. But the document is light on specifics.



How will they kick-start a sluggish economy? Will they continue with affirmative action policies vigorously favored by the A.N.C. but vehemently opposed by the Democratic Alliance? What about the contentious issue of racial disparities in land ownership?



Here are four challenges that South Africa's new government will face.



A rocky start could threaten the future.




John Steenhuisen, leader of the Democratic Alliance, South Africa's second-largest party and a member of the new coalition.




There already are hints of tensions that may cause a troubled relationship going forward.



Ryan Coetzee, a former Democratic Alliance strategist who was involved in the coalition negotiations, 
wrote in a column
 on News24, a South African news site, that the A.N.C., nearly to the bitter end of the deal making, seemed to resist the idea that it had to share power with the Democratic Alliance. 



"There can be no doubt that its aim is to neuter the D.A.," Mr. Coetzee wrote of the A.N.C. "This is a mistake, because it will turn the government into a permanent battleground and thereby threaten its existence from the very beginning."



Mr. Ramaphosa will quickly have to assemble a cabinet, taking into consideration ministerial posts for other parties. From there, the difficult work begins of setting aside personal and ideological gripes.



"I don't think it's going to be an easy marriage," said Thelela Ngcetane-Vika, a lecturer in international law and public policy at the School of Governance at the University of the Witwatersrand in Johannesburg.



The economy is so bad, solutions will be hard to come by.



At the heart of South Africans' discontent with the government is a sluggish economy defined by high unemployment, yawning inequality and deep poverty.



The coalition government's approach to the economy may well resemble that of the previous A.N.C.-led government, which embraced largely centrist policies, said Trudi Makhaya, a former economic adviser to Mr. Ramaphosa. "I think the narrative and the rhetoric will change, but the substance won't," she said.



Mr. Ramaphosa, for instance, already has embraced greater private-sector involvement in creating jobs and fueling the economy, but this new government's messaging will likely emphasize that even more, given the Democratic Alliance's free-market stance, Ms. Makhaya said.



The Democratic Alliance has called for the continuation of Operation Vulindlela, an initiative started under Mr. Ramaphosa that aims to strengthen critical infrastructure, some of it through privatization. To dispel the narrative that the party is anti-poor, the Democratic Alliance also may consent to a basic income grant -- a monthly cash payment for vulnerable South Africans -- that the A.N.C. had made a top priority.



The partners have vastly different views on race.




Outside the African National Congress headquarters in Johannesburg this month. At the heart of South Africans' discontent with the government is a sluggish economy.




The topic that promises to cause the biggest friction between the A.N.C. and the Democratic Alliance is how to tackle lingering racial disparities.



Many in the A.N.C. adamantly opposed a coalition, arguing that the Democratic Alliance denies the very existence of racism and wants to maintain the status quo of a white-dominated economy. Democratic Alliance officials have rejected that characterization.



"We believe that transformation means improving efficiency, improving infrastructure and getting the state working," said Helen Zille, the chairperson of the Federal Council of the Democratic Alliance, explaining her party's approach to uplifting historically disadvantaged racial groups.



During the election campaign, the Democratic Alliance proposed scrapping Black Economic Empowerment, one of the A.N.C.'s signature measures to incentivize companies to have Black ownership and leadership. Because the law is so important to the A.N.C. and its base, Ms. Makhaya said she could foresee the Democratic Alliance pushing for reforms that may allow it to stand but make it more palatable to its supporters.



One of the most contentious proxies for broader racial disparities is the fact that most of the country's land remains under white ownership. While leftist politicians -- including many within the A.N.C. -- have called for the government to take land from white owners without compensating them, a stance antithetical to the Democratic Alliance's economic philosophy.



The A.N.C. has mostly adopted a centrist land policy, so it is unlikely to propose anything drastic. But Ms. Makhaya said the A.N.C. could better implement measures already on the books -- like giving unused state-owned land to private individuals -- to make some progress on land reform.



Coalition factions approach foreign policy differently.




An artist creating a likeness of Mr. Ramaphosa during his inauguration.




The A.N.C. has aggressively leaned into a foreign policy that agitates against some of the interests of the West, most notably 
accusing Israel of committing genocide in Gaza
 in an international court and 
refusing to condemn
 Russia's invasion of Ukraine.



The Democratic Alliance has tended to side more toward South Africa's Western allies, like the United States and the European Union, which, combined, have the largest trading relationships with the country.



"You're going to see a lot of contestation and not so much of a common ground," on foreign policy, said Lebogang Legodi, a senior lecturer in politics and international relations at the University of Limpopo in South Africa.



Still, Mr. Ramaphosa has maintained a warm relationship with both Western powers and his allies like China and Russia. The main tensions with the Democratic Alliance could come in debates over South Africa's role in global institutions like BRICS, a multinational bloc that stands in competition to the West, and recently 
welcomed Iran
 as one of its new members.
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Here Is Why Many Fear More Bloodshed in Darfur



By The New York Times


Jun 19, 2024



A displacement camp near the city of El Fasher in Darfur.




Overshadowed by the fighting in Ukraine and Gaza, Sudan's brutal civil war has been spreading for months across the western Darfur region, where atrocities were seared into international consciousness 20 years ago.



Now global attention is starting to focus on the siege of a city in Darfur, where chaotic violence has stoked fears of another ethnic slaughter, and even genocide.



Here is what we know.



A Risk of Ethnic Slaughter



The battle for the city of El Fasher, the capital of North Darfur, may have made the war too big to ignore. The U.N. Security Council, in a near-unanimous vote, has demanded an end to the siege there.



As hostile forces close in on the city, one of the biggest in Darfur, an 
analysis of satellite and video imagery
 by The New York Times has found that thousands of homes have been razed and tens of thousands of people forced to flee.



The fighters are part of a paramilitary group known as the Rapid Support Forces. Given their history -- they are successors to the janjaweed militias that once brutalized civilians -- and accounts of a massacre in another city last fall, many fear the worst.



If the city falls, what had largely been a military clash could descend into ethnic slaughter like the violence Darfur endured in the early 2000s, when the janjaweed, who are Arab, set upon ethnic Africans. The United Nations estimated that 300,000 people were killed in the genocide.



"The situation today bears all the marks of risk of genocide," said Alice Wairimu Nderitu, the top United Nations official on genocide prevention.



Food Is Running Out



The fighters, waging a pitched civil war with Sudanese government soldiers, have seized control of the main highway. That has largely cut off food -- and not just to El Fasher, a supply hub for a region already grappling with famine. At one displacement camp recently, a child died of malnutrition every two hours, doctors said.



Medical care, too, is in short supply, with hospitals forced to close in the face of marauding fighters.



Havens Are Scarce



Fearing the violence, many residents have walked up to 180 miles in search of safety.



But the road is filled with danger. The temperatures reach more than 120 degrees Fahrenheit, or 49 Celsius. Many women report having been sexually assaulted en route. And even when people make it to their destinations, they often find that food and medicine are in short supply there, too. 



Watching the arrivals is "truly heart-wrenching," said one doctor in East Darfur.



The I.C.C. Is Watching



The International Criminal Court, which brought charges against Sudanese officials after the genocide two decades ago, says it is looking closely to determine what is happening now. The Hague-based court has issued an appeal for evidence of atrocities.



Some of the fighters of the Rapid Support Forces are making that job easier. Instead of trying to conceal the razing of homes and mistreatment of civilians, they record it.



Then they post the videos on social media.
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Global Health



South Africa Runs Out of Insulin Pens as Global Supply Shifts to Weight-Loss Drugs



The shortage highlights a widening gulf in the standard of care for people with diabetes, most of whom live in low-income countries.




A high-speed production line of insulin at a Novo Nordisk factory. The company said it would continue to supply insulin in vials to South Africa, where more than four million people live with diabetes.




By Stephanie Nolen


Jun 19, 2024


South Africa's public health care system has run out of the human insulin pens that it provides to people with diabetes, as the pharmaceutical industry shifts production priorities to blockbuster weight-loss drugs that use a similar device for delivery.



Novo Nordisk, the company that has supplied South Africa with human insulin in pens for a decade, opted not to renew its contract, which expired last month. No other company has bid on the contract -- to supply 14 million pens for the next three years, at about $2 per pen.



"Current manufacturing capacity limitations mean that patients in some countries, including South Africa, may have limited access to our human insulins in pens," said Ambre James-Brown, a spokeswoman for Novo Nordisk. The company did not reply to questions about which other countries are affected.



Novo Nordisk's  drugs Ozempic and Wegovy, which are widely prescribed in the U.S. for weight loss, are sold in single-use pens produced by 
many of the same contracted manufacturers
 who make the multidose insulin pens. A month's supply of Ozempic in the United States costs about $1,000, far more than insulin.



Novo Nordisk dominates the global market for insulin in pens and has supplied South Africa since 2014. Eli Lilly, the other major producer, has 
indicated in recent months
 that it is struggling to keep up with the significant demand for its weight-loss drug Zepbound.



"This is because of the global demand for Ozempic and these drugs," said Khadija Jamaloodien, the director of sector-wide procurement for South Africa's health service. "They're shifting the focus on the more profitable line."



Novo Nordisk is continuing to supply human insulin in vials to South Africa, where more than four million people live with diabetes, but pens are considered much easier to use and more precise.



A pen can be set with a dial to dispense a given amount of insulin, and its needle tip can be quickly jabbed into the skin. Insulin from a vial has to be drawn out into a syringe with the patient or a caregiver confirming the dose, and then injecting it.



The vial system was phased out for most South Africans in 2014. But recently, South Africa's National Department of Health instructed clinicians that they should teach patients how to use vials and syringes of insulin instead of pens.



"Insulin vials and syringes are outdated and difficult to use," a national association of medical specialists treating diabetes said in a public letter to the government when the switch to vials was announced. "They contribute negatively both to quality of life for people with diabetes, and poor continued medication adherence, which leads to expensive long-term diabetes complications."




President Cyril Ramaphosa, right, touring an Aspen Pharmacare plant in 2021. Last year, Novo Nordisk signed an agreement last year with Aspen Pharmacare to manufacture human insulin there, aiming to produce 60 million vials by 2026.




Muhammed Adnan Malek, 19, a teachers' college student in the town of Zeeland in South Africa's northwest, has used insulin pens from the public health system to treat his Type 1 diabetes for nine years.



"I've never used it in syringes, so when I heard this news, I asked an 80-year-old I know with diabetes what it's like, and he said it's very difficult because it's hard to give the exact dose," Mr. Malek said. "With insulin, if you're a unit higher or lower it really has an effect. If you overdose, you go into hypoglycemia and it can lead to coma and death."



Ms. Jamaloodien's office has instructed clinicians to reserve the remaining small stock of pens for people who will struggle most with using vials and syringes -- small children, the elderly and visually impaired people.



When Boitumelo Molema, 22, a college student, went to her usual clinic in the town of Mafikeng a few days ago to pick up a monthly supply of five pens, she learned they were out of stock. She visited two more clinics, neither of which had supply, before going to a private clinic and buying them for the equivalent of $10 each. She will struggle to cover that cost, she said. (Private clinics purchase small volumes through wholesalers that deal with the companies).



Ms. James-Brown, the Novo Nordisk spokeswoman, said that the company alerted South Africa last year that it would not be bidding on the next contract for human insulin in pens.



Ms. Jamaloodien of the South African health service said that the company told the government only that there would be "supply constraint" but not that it was exiting completely. That, she said, did not become clear until the contracting process ended in January. After that, her department was slow to issue a new tender to try to find another supplier, because of staffing constraints, and it has been scrambling to try to fill the gap, she said.



Novo Nordisk started making pens in 1985, and these, or pumps, are the standard of care for Type 1 diabetics in industrialized countries. They are also used by wealthy people in low-income countries.



But South Africa is a rarity among low-resource countries, the only one that has, until now, supplied insulin pens in the public health service.



Eighty percent of people with diabetes live in low- and middle-income countries.



The drugs known as GLP-1s, such as Ozempic, which are now routinely being used to treat diabetes in high-income countries, are not included in the World Health Organization's list of essential medicines or the diabetes treatment guidelines of low- and middle-income countries.



Novo Nordisk has an 
insulin access policy
, under which it supplies insulin for $3 a vial to low-and middle-income countries, and for $2 a vial to humanitarian groups such as Medecins Sans Frontieres, or MSF. The company signed an agreement last year with the South African drugmaker Aspen Pharmacare to manufacture human insulin there, aiming to produce 60 million vials by 2026.



MSF is also hearing from clinicians in crisis zones including Gaza and Ukraine, where patients who can no longer obtain their usual pens are struggling to return to vials and syringes. In the dark without electricity it is not so difficult to measure insulin in a pen, which clicks to indicate increments it is dispensing, said Leena Menghaney, who works with MSF's Access campaign, but it is much more challenging to confirm a dosage in a syringe.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/19/health/insulin-pens-south-africa-ozempic-wegovy.html
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Titan Disaster Forces Global Rethinking of Deep Sea Exploration



A year after the first deaths of divers who ventured into the ocean's sunless depths, an industry wrestles with new challenges for piloted submersibles and robotic explorers.




A 2001 expedition by a piloted submersible to the wreckage of the Titanic on the sea floor, as documented in the James Cameron film "Ghosts of the Abyss." A pair of robots are scheduled to revisit the site next month.




By William J. Broad


Jun 18, 2024


When five men died on June 18, 2023, in the implosion of the Titan submersible during a dive to the Titanic's resting place, the knowledge of 
Paul-Henri Nargeolet
 was lost too. It was Nargeolet's 38th dive to the sunken liner. Known as Mr. Titanic, he helped retrieve 
thousands of artifacts
 that have been displayed in museums and at events around the world.



One year later, the company he worked for as director of underwater research is preparing 
a July expedition
 that will employ a pair of robots instead of people in submersibles looking for more treasures to bring up in the future.



Jessica Sanders
, president of RMS Titanic which is organizing the expedition, said, "there's an art to artifact recovery and a human element that technology can never replace -- and shouldn't." She said Mr. Nargeolet had embodied that kind of expertise.



On the other hand, she said the results of the robotic expedition, "will speak for themselves."



The plans of Mr. Nargeolet's former employers show one of the more immediate effects of the Titan disaster: a prioritization of robots for plying the icy depths in place of humans piloting submersibles. The robots are seen as safer.



In parallel, however, players in the submersible world are pushing for greater international regulation to bar another disaster. They want to close the gap that OceanGate, Titan's maker, exploited in eschewing the voluntary safety certifications the industry uses to reduce the substantial risks for deep divers.



The many fans of human-piloted submersibles want to make sure that Mr. Nargeolet's legacy sets a path for a new generation of explorers. That could include future human pilots who recover more of Titanic's remains and paraphernalia -- rivets, fine china, bottles of champagne -- that lie scattered over roughly 
three square miles
 of the North Atlantic seabed.



On his last dive, Mr. Nargeolet hoped to glimpse one of his longtime recovery targets -- 
the wireless telegraph
 that transmitted Titanic's distress calls. Responding ships rescued hundreds of survivors, including women and children in lifeboats. In 
his autobiography
, Mr. Nargeolet said Titanic wreckage around the famous telegraph is "likely to collapse in the short term," making its rescue "all the more urgent."



James Cameron, known for "Titanic," his 1997 movie, also favors the telegraph's retrieval. "To actually put that instrument on public display would be very moving for millions of museumgoers," he 
said in an interview
 last year.




Paul-Henri Nargeolet during a Titanic-themed exhibition in Paris in 2013.




In 1987, when Mr. Nargeolet made his first Titanic dive, underwater robots were rare. Then 
Cold War spinoffs
 caused their abilities and their numbers to soar. 
Robert D. Christ
 of the Marine Technology Society, an 
industry group
, said that they now number in the thousands and that perhaps a hundred or so could descend to the Titanic's depths, more than two miles down.



Large undersea robots bristle with lights, computers, video cameras, mapping systems, sensors and manipulator arms. Most have long tethers that link them to mother ships. Up top, the operators use joysticks and monitors to orchestrate the action below.



The July expedition to the Titanic, which lies roughly 370 miles off Newfoundland, Canada, is to feature two diving machines from the Chouest group, a family of companies based in Louisiana that services the offshore oil industry. In May, it 
announced
 the acquisition of another company, which expanded its undersea fleet to more than 100 robots.



"I've been puzzled for a number of years why anybody even builds deep submersibles any more," Tyler Schilling, an industry pioneer who founded 
Schilling Robotics
 in Davis, Calif., said, referring to human-piloted craft. "I think the Titan situation is the only reasonable answer -- people want the adventure."



The adventure factor, submersible backers say, is real and healthy because it helps generate wide appreciation among the public for the wonders of the world's oceans.



A new generation of human-piloted submersibles is seen as enhancing the allure. Known as bubble subs, they have 
spherical hulls of clear plastic
 that give their occupants stunning panoramic views instead of glimpses through tiny portholes.



A bubble sub strong enough to withstand the crushing pressures at the Titanic's depth is now taking shape. 
Triton Submarines
, a company in Sebastian, Fla., is fashioning the sub for 
Larry Connor
, an Ohio billionaire and ocean adventurer. Triton 
says
 it will set a record for how deep a bubble sub can descend.




Triton Submarines' president, Patrick Lahey, with one of his company's prototypes.




The new submersible is intended to show the world that -- contrary to last year's disaster -- undersea craft can venture safely and repeatedly to the Titanic's depth.



"A handful of years ago, such a thing wasn't possible," Patrick Lahey, the president of Triton Submarines, said of the new sub. But technological strides, he added, "allow us to do it safely."



For instance, Mr. Lahey said, steady advances in the heating and shaping of thermoplastic materials will let Triton make the clear walls of the submersible incredibly strong. Their thickness, he said, will be 16 inches -- a record. Mr. Lahey added that the two-person craft is to make its oceanic debut in early 2026.



Triton as a company 
prides itself
 on what the Titan submersible 
lacked
 -- costly rounds of inspection and testing by respected marine organizations that specialize in certifying deep undersea craft as safe. It's an industrywide code of conduct that experts now see as needing to become a global requirement because Titan's makers omitted the voluntary step.



"It has to be mandatory," 
Alfred S. McLaren
, a retired Navy submariner, submersible pilot and president emeritus of the Explorers Club, said of the proposed upgrade. "Until you get these testing and certification rules in place, it's a wide open sea, and stupid things are going to happen."



Will Kohnen
, who chairs the Submarine Committee of the 
Marine Technology Society
, agreed. "We have the technology down pat," he said. "We don't need to prove that we're safe. What we need is the regulatory framework that will control the traffic and check to see if people have their driver's licenses."



Mr. Kohnen said about two hundred submersibles piloted by people now ply the world's oceans -- a tiny fraction of the deep robot population -- and that only 10 or so could descend to the Titanic's depth.




An undated photo of the OceanGate submersible Titan on its large launching platform.




Until the Titan disaster, submersibles had a remarkable safety record because companies adhered to the voluntary code. Despite thousands of deep dives, no person in a submersible ever died while plunging into the ocean's sunless depths.



Experts say it is likely that governmental investigations into what caused the Titan implosion will need to be concluded before new submersible rules are drafted. This month, the head of the American investigation, 
Capt. Jason D. Neubauer
 of the Coast Guard, 
said
 his inquiry's conclusions and the making of its findings public might take another year or two.



The International Maritime Organization, the United Nations agency that sets standards for marine safety and security, 
has stated
 that it is waiting for such findings before taking up the question of global submersible regulation.



"People will embrace the change," 
Salvatore Mercogliano
, a maritime historian at Campbell University in North Carolina, said of new regulation. "Everybody has safety on their mind."



After the Titan disaster, echoing the new caution, RMS Titanic 
decided to pause
 its reliance on piloted craft "until further investigation takes place" on the 
implosion's cause
.



Ms. Sanders, the president of RMS Titanic, said new confidence in submersible safety would let her company again employ piloted vehicles, in particular for the daunting task of retrieving the telegraph that sent out Titanic's distress calls.



An early version of the recovery plan 
called for
 a piloted vehicle to work with three robots in an expedition to recover the legendary device.



With both robots and submersibles, Ms. Sanders said, her company's overall goal is to make sure that gems from the storied liner are "not lost to the sea for a second time."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/18/science/titan-submersible-anniversary.html
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The Trump Rallying Cry That's Also a Math Problem



His supporters can't quite agree on whether to call him the 45th president or the 47th president.




Donald Trump would become the nation's 47th president if he wins in November. He was, of course, already the 45th commander in chief.




By Jess Bidgood


Jun 17, 2024


Donald Trump and his supporters can't quite seem to agree: Should he be labeled the 45th president, the 47th president or both?



As he takes the stage at rallies, he is sometimes introduced with both titles, making it almost sound as if he were two different people.



Last Friday, he 
was treated to a birthday celebration
 in West Palm Beach, Fla., by a group of supporters called Club 47 USA -- which used to be called Club 45 USA, but changed its name. The group's website, however, is still 
club45usa.com
.



And the day before, Republican senators regaled him with a birthday cake containing two sets of numbered candles -- a 45 and a 47. (According to a video 
posted on social media
 by one of his campaign accounts, only the 45 appeared to be lit when Trump received the cake.)



Trump was, of course, the country's 45th president, and now might become its 47th -- a number he has plastered all over his campaign's infrastructure, including the name of his joint fund-raising committee, a URL for his fund-raising website and his grass-roots organizing program.



There may well be a strategy at play here. Trump has not been elected the 47th president, and his embrace of the figure came well before it was even clear that he would be his party's nominee -- making it an attempt to burnish the air of inevitability he often tries to project.



His references to 45 could be an antidote to the voter "
amnesia
" about his presidency. But the tussle between both can get confusing -- and it serves as a quiet reminder that, no matter what he says about the 2020 election, someone else is No. 46.



A Cleveland-esque campaign twist



Trump is not the first president to try to serve nonconsecutive terms. That distinction 
goes to Grover Cleveland
, the nation's 22nd and 24th leader. But I could not find evidence that Cleveland slapped those numbers on his campaign buttons and pamphlets the way Trump has on his oversize hats and stickers.



Trump seems to be officially embracing the "47." Visitors to his campaign website can click a button to donate $47. And he mentions the number frequently on the trail.



"As soon as I lift my hand from the Bible as your 47th president, I will seal the border, shut down the invasion of millions and millions of people coming into our country, and we will start an energy revolution," he declared this year in New Hampshire.



Trump's effort to claim the number 47 before he has won it has darker undertones, coming from a former president who tried to overturn the last election and won't commit to accepting this year's results. Many of his Republican allies continue to refer to him as "the president" -- a choice that could either be seen as routine usage of the highest title he has held or as a reflection that much of the party rejects President Biden's legitimacy.




Trump wore a "45-47" hat during a rally in June. 




But he can't quite let the 45 go, either. Last summer, 
my colleagues reported
, when Senator Joni Ernst of Iowa was trying to persuade all of the Republican presidential candidates to sign a football helmet she wanted to use to sell tickets to one of her annual political events, Trump returned it with his name plus the numbers "45" and "47."



And as he campaigned in arenas during the primaries, his team often set the scoreboard to 45 and 47, my colleague Michael Gold told me -- as if to signal that both the primary and the general election were already over.



45-47=-2



This numerical tussle has also made its way to Trump's merchandise. The Trump Store still stocks a "45" collection, offering blankets, pickleball paddles or flags emblazoned with the number 45.



At his campaign website, however, one can buy polo shirts, hats and stickers that say 45-47 -- with the two numbers separated by a small hyphen that also reads as a minus sign. It almost seems like a simple math problem: 45-47 = -2.



There appears to be some disagreement, at least among merchandise providers, about the house style for capturing this unusual campaign twist.



Last week, at Trump's rally in Las Vegas, I noticed that some of his supporters wore MAGA hats that said 45/47 on the side. That looked like a fraction (45/47, for anybody counting, equals .9574).



Others had the hats that said 45-47 on the side -- and Antwon Williams, 42, was selling them, so I asked why he had chosen to use a hyphen rather than a slash in his designs.



To Williams, a private seller of Trump merchandise who has no connection with the campaign, the hyphen was sending a particular message. It means Trump is presidents 45 
through
 47, he explained.



"I believe he never stopped being our president," Williams said. It was an intentional effort, he said, to erase the 46th president, Joe Biden.



A slash, he said, would mean Trump is 45 
or
 47. A period, he said, would indicate some kind of pause in his presidency. And a comma? "Never," he said.



The symbolism was lost on at least one of his customers, David Ramirez, who had picked up a couple of red hats with 45-47 on the side.



"He's the 45th president, and will be the 47th president," Ramirez said when asked to explain its meaning.



"He's not the 46th president," Ramirez added. "Joe Biden is."









Representative Bob Good, right, is one of the eight rebel Republicans who voted last year to oust Kevin McCarthy from his post as House speaker.




The politics of retribution



Kevin McCarthy is on a revenge tour.



In a Republican primary for the House in Virginia, Representative Bob Good, the chairman of the ultraright House Freedom Caucus, is 
fighting for his political life
 in tomorrow's race against State Senator John McGuire, an election denier and retired Navy SEAL who has Trump's seal of approval. The contest is the second in a pair of high-profile primaries driven not by issues, but by an attempt from McCarthy, the former House speaker, to seek retribution against the lawmakers who voted him out of his post last year.



My colleague 
Annie Karni
, who covers Congress, explained to me that what seems like a big drama is almost more of a "Seinfeld"-esque sitcom -- a primary about nothing. Our conversation was edited for length and clarity.



It seems like there is a lot of bad blood in Washington right now. What's a revenge primary? And who's got one?



Over the past two weeks, we've seen two high-profile Republican primaries that were not about any issues. Last week, Representative Nancy Mace of South Carolina 
beat back a challenge
 from a Republican backed by McCarthy-aligned outside groups, who spent millions trying to punish Mace for voting to oust him last year.



But Good has made even more enemies. He voted against McCarthy, who is now hellbent on revenge. He also angered Trump by endorsing one of his opponents, Gov. Ron DeSantis of Florida, in the presidential primary race.



So the Good primary is, essentially, a campaign about nothing. He and McGuire are both very far to the right and don't have any major or even minor policy disagreements, as far as I can tell. It's a reminder of how the MAGA movement is based as much on allegiances and personal feuds as much as it is on ideology. And when Congress is not actually doing that much, it can start to feel as if personal feuds are central to the job.



Mace won easily. Good, though, appears to be in real trouble. Why do their fates seem to be diverging?



One word: Trump. Mace, a onetime Trump critic who 
now says she's "all in"
 on him, landed his endorsement in March. Good never drew his support -- even though he's plastered Trump's name on his lawn signs in an attempt to make it seem as if he did. If Bob Good had not endorsed DeSantis, he would most likely continue to be the chair of the House Freedom Caucus. He made a bad bet early, and it's probably going to cost him his seat.



OK. McCarthy played a role here in recruiting primary opponents, but the force that really matters is Trump. How are voters making sense of all this?



During my reporting in Virginia, I watched a voter ask a McGuire volunteer why Good and McGuire were fighting each other. The volunteer couldn't explain all the back and forth, so she just said that McGuire was a retired Navy SEAL with a Trump endorsement, and the voter said that was all she needed to know. She went from knowing seemingly nothing about the race to grabbing a McGuire sign and waving it to support him as he arrived at the rally.



You get to this place where voters are really just confused, because it's not about anything that has actually has to do with them. They're being asked to weigh in on something that actually is about the egos of very powerful people and not much else.



Where do you think this is going to take us, after the primaries and into the fall, if the main lesson is, "Cross Trump at your peril"?



On the Republican side of the aisle, the people who don't want to become Matt Gaetz or Marjorie Taylor Greene are more often resigning and retiring, and more and more of the politicians in the mold of Trump are coming in. We'll have more of the old-school Republicans gone, less middle ground.



You see in the Senate -- every younger Republican senator is an isolationist, like J.D. Vance. All the younger ones are MAGA. You're just seeing it take over and the people who aren't like that and don't want to bend to that faction of the party don't want to be there anymore.








INTO THE REPLIES



Tell us: How are you feeling about the upcoming debate?



The first presidential debate of the general election is set for next Thursday, Jun. 27 -- a summertime showdown with rare potential to shake up the race for the White House.



I'd like to know how you're feeling about it
. Are you excited? Are you dreading it? Are you planning to tune in at all?



And -- crucially -- what would you ask the candidates, if you could?



Let me know, 
using this form,
 and I may use your answer in an upcoming newsletter.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/17/us/politics/trump-maga-45.html
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Biden Campaign Ad Calls Attention to Trump's Felon Status



Democrats have been urging the president to more forcefully attack Donald Trump after his felony conviction by a New York jury.




President Biden has for the most part avoided the subject of former President Donald J. Trump's criminal conviction.




By Reid J. Epstein


Jun 17, 2024


President Biden's campaign on Monday began its most aggressive effort to brand former President Donald J. Trump a felon, with the introduction of 
a new television advertisement
 that focuses on the presumptive Republican presidential nominee's criminal conviction.



The campaign said the ad would be part of a $50 million investment in battleground states in June. A 
growing number of Democrats
 have been urging the president to become more aggressive in 
branding Mr. Trump with his criminal conviction
.



"We see Donald Trump for who he is," the ad's narrator states. "He's been convicted of 34 felonies, found liable for sexual assault and he committed financial fraud."



The ad concludes by framing the election with the choice the Biden campaign aims to sear into the memory of voters who may be on the fence about casting a ballot for Mr. Biden, whose approval ratings last week 
reached the lowest point in his presidency
.



"This election is between a convicted criminal who is only out for himself and a president who is fighting for your family," the ad's narrator states.



Since Mr. Trump's trial concluded last month, the president's Democratic allies have been engaged in a broad discussion about how to use the New York jury's decision in the campaign.



While Mr. Trump regularly bemoans his conviction in rally speeches and on his social media platform, Mr. Biden has for the most part avoided the subject, aside from an offhand remark at 
a Connecticut fund-raiser this month
. He has not attacked Mr. Trump for his criminal conviction in front of television cameras, though surrogates such as 
Gov. JB Pritzker of Illinois
 have shown themselves to be far less reluctant to do so.



In just 10 days, Mr. Biden and Mr. Trump will meet for their first debate of the campaign, an event the president's team hopes 
will help cement with voters
 the idea that the 2024 election is a choice between Mr. Biden and his predecessor.



"Trump approaches the first debate as a convicted felon who continues to prove that he will do anything and harm anyone if it means more power and vengeance for Donald Trump," said Michael Tyler, a Biden campaign spokesman. "His entire campaign is an exercise in revenge and retribution."



A Trump campaign spokesman said the Biden campaign's new ads demonstrated that Mr. Biden had led a coordinated attack against Mr. Trump -- a theory for which there is no evidence. In addition to the New York case, 
Mr. Trump has been indicted
 in two separate federal cases and one case in Georgia.



"Joe Biden and his campaign are stupid enough to highlight how they have weaponized the justice system to attack the leading presidential candidate and their opponent in order to interfere in the election," said Steven Cheung, a Trump campaign spokesman. "The Biden campaign has spent tens of millions of dollars on advertising, yet their numbers have not changed."



Mr. Trump has held narrow leads over Mr. Biden in most public polling for months, though interviews with nearly 2,000 voters who took polls in recent months from The New York Times and Siena College 
found a slight shift
 to Mr. Biden from Mr. Trump after the former president's conviction.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/17/us/politics/trump-felon-biden-ad.html
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Fact Check



Assessing Trump's and Biden's Claims About Immigration and Border Security



We fact-checked claims about migrants and border security from both presidential candidates.




Migrants walked along the Rio Grande in Ciudad Juarez, Mexico, as they prepared to cross into the United States this month.




By Linda Qiu


Jun 16, 2024


Large numbers of migrant apprehensions at the southern border have vaulted immigration and border security onto the list of top concerns for voters.



Public polling shows support
 for former President Donald J. Trump's hard-line approach, and President Biden, who made overturning Mr. Trump's immigration agenda part of his platform in 2020, has 
recently reversed course and issued a more restrictive border policy
.



But some of Mr. Trump's most-repeated statements are inaccurate, in warning about the level of illegal immigration, characterizing unauthorized migrants as criminals taking advantage of government handouts and touting the effectiveness of his own policies. Mr. Biden, too, has occasionally overstated his earlier proposals on border security.



Here is a fact check.



Mr. Trump mischaracterized the situation at the border under his administration and Mr. Biden's.



What Was Said



"We had the strongest border ever. I built 571 miles of wall. We're going to add another 200 in three weeks. It was all made, all fabricated. They sold it for five cents on the dollar. The wall was all fabricated. I built much more wall than I said I was going to build."
-- in a May radio interview



False. 
During Mr. Trump's 2016 campaign, he 
promised
 to build a wall spanning at least 1,000 miles along the southern border and have Mexico pay for it. That did not happen. Overall, the Trump administration 
constructed
 458 miles of border barriers -- most of which reinforced or replaced existing structures. Officials 
put up
 new primary barriers where none previously existed along only 47 miles.



Contracts were awarded for a total of 631 miles of barriers through January 2021, 
according to a Government Accountability Office report
. When Mr. Biden took office and halted all construction, the contracted projects were in various states of completion -- not "all made" -- as officials had run into difficulties with real estate availability, the report said. Some were expected to wrap up by September 2021 and others by September 2022.



It is true that the government has sold already procured border wall materials at a steep discount, but it is unlikely 200 miles' worth. Moreover, it is not atypical for the government to take a loss on unwanted supplies.



When Mr. Biden ordered a pause on construction, the Pentagon had 
$262 million of already procured border wall material
. For context, the Trump administration spent more than $6.6 billion and had earmarked $10.5 billion on the border wall, according to a 
Government Accountability Office report
.



The Army Corps of Engineers retained some materials for other construction projects, a spokeswoman said, and transferred $202 million worth to the Defense Logistics Agency, which handles acquisitions for the Pentagon. Since December, the logistics agency has transferred about $60 million worth of supplies to other federal and state agencies, and put up about $40 million for sale, a spokesman said. It expects to make about 3.5 percent of the original acquisition value.



The agency, which first offers excess goods to federal and state agencies, also sells unwanted supplies, electronics and vehicles 
for a fraction of their original cost
 under the same agreement (Humvees at starting bids of $3,000, for example).




During former President Donald J. Trump's 2016 campaign, he promised to build a wall spanning at least 1,000 miles along the southern border and have Mexico pay for it. That did not happen.




Mr. Trump's assessment of border security under his administration as the "strongest" in history is a matter of opinion. Apprehensions in the 2020 fiscal year, even as the coronavirus pandemic ground global movement to a halt, 
were higher than in 2011, 2012 and 2015
. Mr. Trump also faced a surge in migration at the border: In the 2019 fiscal year, apprehensions topped 800,000 and were the highest in a decade.



What Was Said



"And the numbers are probably 16 million, 17 million or 18 million people. You're going to have over 20 million people, I think, I believe, and a lot of other people do, too, by the time he hopefully gets out."
-- 
in an interview on Fox News in June



This is exaggerated. 
It is impossible to know the exact number of migrants that have entered the United States, but
 
Mr. Trump's estimates are hyperbolic.



Since February 2021, the first full month of Mr. Biden's presidency, Customs and Border Protection has recorded 
9.6 million migrant encounters nationwide
. This does not necessarily mean that nearly 10 million migrants have attempted to enter the country, as one migrant can be "encountered" multiple times. Government and independent analyses have 
estimated
 that repeat offenders account for a quarter to more than half of all encounters.



Outside of official encounters, border officials estimated 
about 1.7 million migrants
 evaded capture and entered the United States since the 2021 fiscal year, according to government data obtained by Fox News through a Freedom of Information Act request.



Karoline Leavitt, a Trump campaign spokeswoman, argued that official numbers of evasions are vastly undercounted. But while officials have said that the actual number could be 
20 percent higher
, Mr. Trump's estimates would require the number to be several times higher.



More than 4 million migrants
 have been turned away or deported under Mr. Biden. About 3 million were quickly expelled under a public health law, were placed into "expedited removal" proceedings or voluntarily left.



Mr. Trump has baselessly claimed that recent migrants are criminals "dumped" by other countries and receiving a host of U.S. government benefits.



What Was Said



"Prison population all over the world is down, and nobody knows why except for us. We know why. Because the prisons are being emptied into the United States, and the mental institutions are being emptied into the United States of America, like we're a dumping ground."
-- 
in a May rally in Michigan



"He's letting millions of people from jails, from prisons, from insane asylums, from mental institutions, drug dealers, pour in. Venezuela, if you look at their crime statistics, they've gone down 72 percent in crime because they're releasing all their criminals into our country because of this horrible president that we have."
-- in remarks to reporters in May



This lacks evidence. 
Prison populations all over the world have been increasing, not decreasing. Penal Reform International, a Netherlands-based nonprofit, estimated that the global prison population was a record 
11.5 million in 2023
, an increase of 500,000 people 
since 2020
.



Regarding Venezuela, Ms. Leavitt, the Trump campaign spokeswoman, cited a September 2022 
article
 in Breitbart, a conservative website. One unnamed source told Breitbart that officials believed an unspecified number of Venezuelan prison inmates were headed for the United States' southern border with Mexico. (No other news organization or government source has verified this report.)



Ms. Leavitt also pointed to reports warning that Tren de Aragua, a transnational criminal gang founded in Venezuela, was growing in the United States.



But none of this is evidence that "millions" of criminals are infiltrating the southern border.



Customs and Border Protection reported 
apprehending 47 members of Tren de Aragua
 along the southern border under Mr. Biden.



Immigration experts, too, have said 
they could not corroborate Mr. Trump's claims
. And Mr. Trump is grossly exaggerating the decrease in Venezuela's crime rate.




Mr. Tump visiting Eagle Pass, Texas, with the state's governor, Greg Abbott, in February.




Ms. Leavitt pointed to a Bloomberg 
article
 in December 2023 about a Caracas-based research organization reporting the lowest homicide rate in 22 years. Annual reports from that organization, the Venezuelan Violence Observatory, show a 25 percent decline in the country's homicide rate from 
2022
 to 
2023
, and a 41 percent decline since 
2020
. In comparison, the homicide rate declined even more precipitously while Mr. Trump was president, by almost 50 percent from 
2016
.



The Venezuelan Prison Observatory 
told Univision
 in 2022, when Mr. Trump first made the claim, that the prisons in the country had not been emptied and rather were at 170 percent capacity. 
According to the group's latest annual report,
 Venezuela's prison population stood at 33,558 in 2022, about level with its 2021 population of 33,710. 



What Was Said



"If the Biden invasion is not stopped, it will also demolish Medicare and Social Security. It cannot survive, but it cannot survive 20 million people coming into the country."



"It was recently announced that crooked Joe is now giving Obamacare and all free government health care to illegal aliens."
-- in a May rally in New Jersey



False. 
Unauthorized immigrants actually improve the financial health of both Social Security and Medicare. And the Biden administration's 
announcement in May
 that certain migrants could purchase -- not receive for free -- potentially subsidized health insurance applied only to those who were brought to the United States as children.



Federal law bars unauthorized immigrants from receiving Social Security or Medicare benefits, but they pay into both programs. In a 2013 report, the Social Security Administration estimated that 3.1 million unauthorized immigrants were working and paying Social Security taxes. They contributed about 
$12 billion to the trust in 2010
 and 
about $100 billion
 over a decade. A 2016 study estimated that unauthorized immigrants contributed about 
$35.1 billion to Medicare
 from 2000 to 2011.



The Center for Immigration Studies, a think tank that supports curbs on immigration, 
noted
 that "illegal immigration unambiguously benefits the Social Security and Medicare trust funds," but added that giving migrants legal status would reverse those gains. The Trump campaign argued that Democrats were pushing for just that.



Unauthorized immigrants are also generally barred from purchasing health insurance through the government exchanges established by the Affordable Care Act and receiving subsidies.



In May, a new federal regulation 
made eligible those
 enrolled in the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program. Officials estimated that about 100,000 of these migrants, so-called Dreamers who were brought to the United States as children, could obtain health insurance as a result of the new rule.



Recent arrivals do not qualify for the program, which is open to those who were in the United States on June 15, 2012, and have resided there since at least 2007. 
Nor do unauthorized migrants qualify for Medicaid or the Children's Health Insurance Program,
 the government health care programs for low-income people and children, though they can receive emergency Medicaid services.



The Trump campaign also 
pointed to a handful of states that have extended eligibility
 for government health care programs, including Medicaid, to unauthorized immigrants. But that coverage is state-funded.



Mr. Trump and Mr. Biden have both described Mr. Biden's border policies inaccurately.



What Was Said



"What he signed means nothing. In fact, it makes it easier. In my opinion, it opens the border still further."
-- 
Mr. Trump at a 
rally in Las Vegas in June



This is misleading. 
Mr. Biden issued an executive order in June that 
prevented migrants from seeking asylum at the border
.



Under the order, migrants cannot ask for asylum if the seven-day average for daily illegal crossings reaches 2,500. The order lifts once the number falls below 1,500 for seven days in a row. The restrictions do not apply to unaccompanied minors, victims of human trafficking, those facing medical emergencies or valid visa holders.



The Center for Immigration Studies 
criticized
 the asylum exceptions and other "loopholes" in the policy, but said it "will likely drive illegal entries down in the short run."



Ms. Leavitt argued, misleadingly, that the policy "allowed" migrants to enter if the threshold was not met, and that it actually expanded asylum by routing them to ports of entry, 
referring to a smartphone app border officials have encouraged migrants to use
. But even if crossings fell below 1,500, migrants would still be apprehended and processed, and face deportation.




President Biden visiting a Border Patrol station in Brownsville, Texas, in February.




What Was Said



"Folks, on my first day as president, I introduced a bill I sent to Congress: a comprehensive plan to fix the broken immigration system and to secure the border. But no action was taken."
-- Mr. Biden in a speech at the border in February



"The first bill I ever introduced as a president of the United States was essentially what got passed this time out, led by the conservative Republican who they're vilifying now for having worked out this deal."
-- Mr. Biden in a visit to a campaign office in New Hampshire in March



This is exaggerated.



On Mr. Biden's first day in office, the White House 
released its framework for the "U.S. Citizenship Act of 2021
" and Democrats in the House and Senate 
officially introduced the legislation
 about a month later in February. It largely focused on creating a pathway to citizenship for all undocumented immigrants and expanding legal immigration.



The bill did include border security measures like directing the Department of Homeland Security to create a plan to deploy new technologies at and between ports of entry and adding resources to legally process migrants. It did not include funding to hire more border patrol agents or changes to the asylum process.



In contrast, the bipartisan border deal that Congress rejected this spring -- 
negotiated by Senator James Lankford, Republican of Oklahoma
 -- focused on border security.



The 
legislation
 included funding for 1,500 additional Customs and Border Protection agents and a provision that would have automatically triggered an emergency authority to more easily expel migrants when crossings reach a certain threshold. While it expanded the number of immigration judges and asylum officers, and awarded more family- and employment-based visas, it also made it more difficult for migrants to claim asylum.



Angelo Fernandez Hernandez, a White House spokesman, argued that both pieces of legislation had border security and immigration reform measures and that Mr. Biden "believes we must secure our border and fix our broken immigration system."



But there is a major split between the two bills: Mr. Biden's legislation includes a pathway to citizenship while the bipartisan bill has a provision to shut down the border.



Mr. Biden and Democrats have 
evolved on the issue of illegal crossings
. The president has at times acknowledged the shift. For example, in announcing his new asylum policy in June, Mr. Biden said that while he was "still fighting" for comprehensive immigration reform, "we must first secure the border."
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Amid Military Recruitment Challenges, Congress Debates Changes to the Draft



Republicans and Democrats are weighing proposals to expand military conscription to women and make registration automatic. Both proposals face an uphill path to becoming law.




Female Marine recruits during training at Parris Island, South Carolina, in 2019. Some lawmakers are reluctant to require women to register for the draft.




By Robert Jimison


Jun 19, 2024


The United States military has not activated a draft in more than 50 years, but Congress is weighing proposals to update mandatory conscription, including by expanding it to women for the first time and automatically registering those eligible to be called up.



The proposals making their way through the House and Senate stand a slim chance of becoming law, and none would reinstate the draft compelling service right away. But the debate over potential changes reflects how lawmakers are rethinking the draft at a time when readiness issues have risen to the fore and as the Pentagon is facing recruitment challenges amid a raft of risks and conflicts around the world.



The House last week 
passed an annual defense policy bill
 that, along with authorizing $895 billion in military spending including for a 19.5 percent pay raise for troops, contained a bipartisan proposal that would make registering for the draft automatic and expand the maximum age from 25 to 26 years old. At the same time, a Senate committee last week approved a version of the Pentagon policy bill that would expand the registration requirement to women. Senator Jack Reed, Democrat of Rhode Island and the chairman of the panel, has championed the draft parity proposal.



Current law requires most men between the ages of 18 and 25 to register with the Selective Service, the agency that maintains a database of information about those who might be subject to military conscription, commonly referred to as a draft. The program is aimed at allowing military officials to determine who is eligible as a conscript in the event that Congress and the president activate the draft, which last happened in 1973 at the end of the Vietnam War.



Failure to register is considered a crime and can lead to a range of punishments.



At least 46 states and territories have laws that automatically register men for Selective Service when they get a driver's license or apply for college, which has helped the program drive a high compliance rate. In 2023, more than 15 million men registered across the country, about 84 percent of those eligible.



Defense Department officials say the number of young Americans who volunteer for military service has dropped, continuing a trend of decline since the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. According to the latest 
reports
, less than 1 percent of adults in the United States serve in active duty combat roles, a significant drop from the last draft era in the 1960s, when a far greater proportion of Americans served in combat.



A panel of military experts 
suggested to Congress in 2020
 that including women in the draft would be "in the national security interest of the United States." Since then, Congress has repeatedly considered proposals to make the change, but they have all been scrapped before becoming law.



Women have since 2016 been allowed to serve in every role in the military, including ground combat, and there is some degree of bipartisan support for the idea that they should also be required to be subject to the draft. Senator Lisa Murkowski, Republican of Alaska, noted that she championed a similar proposal during her time in the Alaska statehouse and Senator Susan Collins of Maine said the change "seems logical."



But the idea of adding women to the draft has for years run into a brick wall of opposition among conservative Republicans, and at least one G.O.P. Senate candidate is seeking to use the issue to attack his Democratic opponent.



Shortly after the Senate panel approved the change, Sam Brown, a combat-wounded former Army captain who is challenging Senator Jacky Rosen, Democrat of Nevada, in one of the most competitive races in the country, condemned Ms. Rosen for supporting the proposal.



Mr. Brown called the move "absurd" and "unacceptable" in a video he posted on social media. "Our daughters will not be forced into a draft," he said.



Other right-wing Republicans were quick to link the proposed addition of women to draft registration to what they argue is a trend of progressiveness run amok in the United States military. Senator Josh Hawley, Republican of Missouri, called it another "woke" decision being imposed on the nation's armed forces.



"We need to get reality back in check here," Mr. Hawley said on Fox News. "There shouldn't be women in the draft. They shouldn't be forced to serve if they don't want to."



The proposal for automatic registration has generated less controversy. Proponents argue it would streamline and lower spending for an agency that spends millions of dollars a year reminding citizens and residents of a certain age that registering is required by law.



Representative Chrissy Houlahan, Democrat of Pennsylvania and an Air Force veteran, who spearheaded the proposal, said it would "cut the government red tape that exists and allow an important government office to be more efficient and to save money for more American taxpayers."



Representative Don Bacon, a Nebraska Republican who also served in the Air Force, characterized the proposed change as "outstanding."



Yet the measure is poorly understood, and the action in Congress in recent days has been misinterpreted in some quarters as a reinstatement of the draft itself.



Cardi B, a famed rapper known for her tendency to occasionally weigh in on political topics, expressed skepticism that the current generation of young American men was prepared to be called into combat.



"These new kids? You want to send these new kids to fight these wars?" Cardi B said in a since-expired video on social media.



"All I want to say is to America is: Good luck with that."
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NEWS ANALYSIS



Biden's Strategy: Help Immigrants in the U.S., but Stop Others From Arriving



President Biden's recent actions on immigration put his approach to one of the most divisive issues in the 2024 election into focus.




Migrants after crossing the border into Arizona from Mexico last year.




By Zolan Kanno-Youngs


Jun 19, 2024


There are hundreds of thousands of immigrants in the United States who have been living in the country illegally for years, working and making a living, starting families and sending their children to school. President Biden says they can stay.



And then there are the more recent arrivals, who have crossed the U.S.-Mexico border in record numbers, seeking protection from poverty and persecution. They will have to wait.



Mr. Biden has taken two major actions on immigration this month, expanding legal protections for 
undocumented spouses
 of American citizens while also 
sealing the border
 to most people seeking asylum in the United States.



Taken together, the decisions put Mr. Biden's approach to one of the most polarizing issues of the 2024 campaign into sharp focus: He will help immigrants who are already here, but try to keep the border shut to those trying to get in.



The strategy, described by one former White House official as a "border-in vs. border-out" approach, is a reflection of the political complexity of immigration, a top concern for voters of both parties in the 2024 presidential campaign. Polls show that American voters see the situation at the 
southern border as a problem
 and that more tend to trust former President Donald J. Trump 
to handle it than trust Mr. Biden
.



Democrats hope that Mr. Biden's actions this month will help neutralize the issue. Matt A. Barreto, a Biden campaign pollster focusing on Latino politics, said Americans draw a distinction between "long term, undocumented immigrants" and "new arrivals."



"We see them, and most Americans see them, as totally different," Mr. Barreto said, adding that voters support immigrants whom they see as "my friend or my uncle who's been here a long time and is even working or paying taxes and is just trying to get a work permit."



In recent years, more Democrats have called for the kinds of border security measures the party once denounced under Mr. Trump.



As the number of people crossing the border reached record levels, Mr. Biden has been forced to navigate tricky politics. His decision earlier this year to 
grant work permits
 for thousands of new arrivals -- an effort to make them less reliant on shelters and other assistance -- angered other immigrants who had been waiting for years to be eligible to work.



Mr. Biden's top aides believe his new policies will appeal to Hispanic voters, many of whom want to see both tougher enforcement and better pathways to citizenship. While polls show some of Mr. Trump's proposals, including mass deportations, resonate with voters, Mr. Biden's campaign believes that Republicans are painting every immigrant under too broad of a brush.



The White House has tried to work with Congress on immigration in the past. When Mr. Biden came into office, he tried to establish a pathway to citizenship for roughly 11 million immigrants and in February tried to push through a bill that would turn away many migrants at the border. Neither passed because of Republican opposition.



Mr. Trump, who has made being tough on immigration a central part of his political identity, has encouraged Republicans not to pass Mr. Biden's immigration policies. After Mr. Biden's announcement this week, Republican Speaker Mike Johnson accused him of engaging in "an election-year border charade" and of playing "both sides."



But earlier this month, as Mr. Biden stood in front of signs saying "securing our border," he articulated a "simple truth" as he announced major new restrictions on asylum.



"If the United States doesn't secure our border, there is no limit to the number of people who may try to come here, because there is no better place on the planet than the United States of America," Mr. Biden said in the East Room of the White House.



Just two weeks later, Mr. Biden entered a much different atmosphere in the same room. This time he joined an enthusiastic crowd of immigrants to announce that he would shield some 500,000 undocumented spouses of U.S. citizens from deportation.



He appeared to acknowledge his balancing act.



"I also know many people in this room also had concerns about steps I'd taken," Mr. Biden said, referring to the asylum ban. "As president I had to take these actions. Every nation must secure its border, it's just that simple."



Mr. Biden used the event to draw a connection to Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program, or DACA, a popular Obama-era program that shielded hundreds of thousands of young immigrants from deportation.



Like Mr. Biden, President Barack Obama tried to pair tough immigration policies with more generous ones. He announced DACA in the middle of a re-election campaign in 2012, at a moment when his enforcement policies earned him the nickname "deporter in chief."



And while some advocates celebrated Mr. Biden's policy to protect the undocumented in the United States, they worried for those outside of U.S. borders.



"Access to the asylum system is a fundamental human right," said Ahilan T. Arulanantham, the co-director for the Center for Immigration Law and Policy at the University of California Los Angeles Law School. "It is not too late for Biden to fulfill his campaign promise to restore our asylum system while also creating protections and opportunities for our undocumented neighbors in the U.S."



Angelo Fernandez Hernandez, a spokesman for the White House, said the Biden administration "has repeatedly taken action, within its authorities, to secure the border, expand lawful pathways, and make our immigration system more fair and more just." 



As Mr. Biden prepares for a debate later this month with Mr. Trump, he plans to emphasize that he is both deterring new arrivals while keeping families in the United States together.



But it remains to be seen if American voters will draw the distinction.
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Virginia Exonerates Man After 45 Years in Prison



Lawyers said Marvin Grimm Jr. had falsely confessed to the 1975 murder of a 3-year-old boy, and served more time in prison than any client exonerated with the help of the Innocence Project.



By Shaila Dewan


Jun 18, 2024


A man who spent 45 years in prison in Virginia for the sexual assault and killing of a 3-year-old boy was exonerated on Tuesday. Lawyers said he had served more time behind bars than any other client exonerated with the help of the Innocence Project, a legal effort that has freed hundreds of wrongly convicted people across the country.



The state Court of Appeals said that new evidence, including DNA testing and research into false confessions, had dismantled the state's original case against the man, Marvin Leon Grimm Jr., who had confessed to the 1975 murder of the boy.



The court granted Mr. Grimm a writ of actual innocence, meaning that he is fully absolved of the crime.




Marvin Leon Grimm Jr. spent 45 years in prison in Virginia.




The boy, identified in court papers as C.H., was seen entering the woods behind his family's apartment in Richmond, Va., before he disappeared. His body was later found on the banks of the James River.



In 1976, Mr. Grimm pleaded guilty to abduction, forcible sodomy and murder and was sentenced to two life sentences and 10 years.



Much of the key evidence that linked Mr. Grimm, a neighbor, to the killing was the work of Mary Jane Burton, a senior analyst at Virginia's crime lab who has since died. Her work was previously linked to wrongful convictions, and is now under a broader review after a 
podcast raised allegations
 that she had taken shortcuts and might have even falsified results.



Peter Neufeld, a founder of the Innocence Project, said that Mr. Grimm had pleaded guilty in exchange for an agreement from prosecutors that they would not to seek the death penalty. Because of that, Mr. Neufeld said the Innocence Project had to lobby to change Virginia law in order to allow Mr. Grimm's request to test DNA evidence.



Among other things, the testing revealed that a substance found in the boy's mouth that Ms. Burton had identified as semen contained no sperm.



This is a developing story. Check back for updates.
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Trump Wasn't Going to Stay in Milwaukee. Then Reporters Asked.



The Republican convention will be held in swing-state Wisconsin's largest city. The nominee, however, had planned to stay in his own hotel in Chicago, before members of the media began inquiring.




News outlets reported last week that former President Donald J. Trump had called Milwaukee a "horrible" city in a private meeting with House Republicans.




By Michael Gold


Jun 18, 2024


When Republicans gather in Milwaukee next month to nominate him for president, Donald J. Trump planned to stay not in the convention's host city but at a Trump hotel in Chicago, some 90 miles away, according to three people briefed on the former president's logistics.



That changed midafternoon on Tuesday, after reporters for The New York Times and 
an ABC station in Chicago contacted his campaign for comment
.



Mr. Trump now intends to stay in Milwaukee, two of the people briefed on his logistics said.



Mr. Trump has been on the defensive about his views on Milwaukee since news outlets reported last week that he had called it a "horrible" city in a private meeting with House Republicans in Washington. The change in his convention plans avoids a perceived slight to the largest city in Wisconsin, a vital battleground state.



In a local television interview on Tuesday afternoon, Mr. Trump said he was "always planning on staying" in Milwaukee. "I have a beautiful hotel there, a beauty, as good as it gets," he said of Chicago. "But I'm staying here."



And Mr. Trump opened his rally on Tuesday afternoon in Racine by proclaiming his love for Milwaukee, about 30 miles away, which he claimed he selected as the host of the convention. And he repeated his contention that he had only criticized the city over crime and his false claims of voter fraud there in 2020.



"I love Milwaukee. I said we've got to fix the crime, we all know that," Mr. Trump told thousands of people gathered to hear him speak. "You've got to make sure the election's honest."



The initial decision for Mr. Trump to spend his nights at the Trump International Hotel and Tower in Chicago was made partly because of his own preference and partly because of security and logistics concerns, according to one of the people with knowledge of the Chicago plan. All of the people insisted on anonymity to discuss sensitive planning arrangements.



Mr. Trump has over the years generally preferred to sleep at his own properties while campaigning, and in his 2016 run for president, he sometimes flew hundreds of miles to sleep in his own bed. It also remains possible that Mr. Trump's plans could change again before the convention starts on July 15.



Alexi Worley, a spokeswoman for the Secret Service, directed questions about Mr. Trump's lodging to the Republican National Committee. In a statement, she said that the Secret Service would work closely "with law enforcement and public safety partners to adapt security plans as required" to ensure a comprehensive security plan is in place for the convention.



Mr. Trump's choice to stay in Chicago would have been all but certain to play into Democratic attacks on him.



Garren Randolph, President Biden's Wisconsin campaign manager, on Tuesday attacked Mr. Trump in a statement that referred to his comments from last week.



"We don't want him here either -- Wisconsinites rejected him four years ago and we will again this November," Mr. Randolph said.



Over the weekend, the Democratic National Committee put up 10 billboards around Milwaukee to draw attention to Mr. Trump's remarks. On Saturday, Mr. Trump denied saying Milwaukee was a "horrible city" in a social media post.



"I picked Milwaukee, I know it well. It should therefore lead to my winning Wisconsin," he wrote. And, he added, "Who would say such a thing with that important State in the balance?"



Judy Gavigan, 63, said at Mr. Trump's event in Racine that she was unbothered by his comments about Milwaukee, arguing that he had been taken out of context.



"If you watch the local news, if you put that in context, the reality is the crime is bad," said Ms. Gavigan, who lives in Racine and works at the local chamber of commerce.



Mr. Trump frequently attacks Democratic-led cities as unsafe, even as statistics have shown that violent crime is down across the country after a surge during the height of the coronavirus pandemic.



In a now-standard pitch at the end of his rallies, he promises vaguely to rebuild and improve American cities. "Right now, they're dead and in squalor," he said in Racine. "And they're falling apart."



Wisconsin is one of several states expected to be crucial in the outcome of this year's election and has been an intense focus of both the Trump and Biden campaigns. Mr. Trump won the state in 2016 but lost there to Mr. Biden by roughly 20,000 votes in 2020, an outcome fueled in part by suburban Milwaukee voters shifting their support to Mr. Biden.



As Mr. Trump tries to win the state this year, he has made immigration central to his pitch. In Racine, he repeatedly attacked Mr. Biden over his handling of the border, including the policy he announced Tuesday to give 
legal protections to undocumented immigrants
 who have been living in the United States illegally for years but are married to American citizens.



"All an illegal alien has to do is sign up for his new program," Mr. Trump said, describing what he called "sham" marriages in exchange for "amnesty or taxpayer support."



Mr. Trump again vowed to restore his hard-line border policy and conduct huge deportations if elected. He once more characterized the surge of migrants across the U.S. border with Mexico as an "invasion," and said of Mr. Biden's border plans, "We should not be talking amnesty. We should be talking about stopping the invasion instead."



As he criticized the migrants, describing them broadly as violent criminals or mentally ill people, a group among the crowd of thousands began chanting "Send them back!"



Mr. Trump continues to maintain falsely that voting in Milwaukee, a solidly Democratic city, was rife with fraud, even as a 
nonpartisan audit
 found no evidence to support the claim. Still, in Racine, he repeated his false claim that the 2020 election had been rigged and stolen from him.



During his 2020 campaign, Mr. Trump criticized Milwaukee as politically corrupt, citing it as an example of urban decay and violence that he said were out of control, as he appealed for support to white suburbanites.



Mr. Trump has made similar comments about Chicago, where Democrats will host their convention in August. His tower in Chicago, a 92-story skyscraper that opened in 2009, was his last major construction project.



Simon J. Levien
 contributed reporting from Racine, Wis., and 
Taylor Robinson
 from New York.
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Trump Whistle-Blower Wins House Primary in Virginia



Yevgeny Vindman, who raised alarms about then-President Donald J. Trump's conduct toward Ukraine, will stand for Abigail Spanberger's seat in Congress as a Democrat.




Yevgeny Vindman, who goes by Eugene, raised over $5 million, more than the rest of the field combined.




By Jonathan Weisman


Jun 19, 2024


Yevgeny Vindman
, who 
along with his twin brother helped expose
 then-President Donald J. Trump's attempts to strong-arm Ukraine into digging up dirt on Joseph R. Biden Jr., won his Democratic primary on Tuesday, according to The Associated Press. He will run in the fall to represent the Virginia district of Representative Abigail Spanberger, who is retiring.



Mr. Vindman, who goes by Eugene, had no governing experience, a point his Democratic competitors made in the primary for Virginia's Seventh Congressional District. But his name recognition, along with that of his identical twin, Alexander Vindman, helped him raise over $5 million, more than the rest of the field combined.



And his message that democracy is at stake in 2024 proved more persuasive than the push of Democratic competitors -- such as two Prince William County supervisors, Andrea Bailey and Margaret Franklin -- for governing experience.



Two other races featuring 
"Save Democracy" candidates
 went the opposite way. Harry Dunn, who rose to prominence as a Capitol Police officer who waged 
pitched battles with Mr. Trump's supporters
 during and after the attack on the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, 
lost his Maryland House primary last month to Sarah Elfreth
, a state senator who ran on her legislative record.



Mike O'Brien
, a former Marine Corps officer and fighter pilot who made the preservation of democracy central to his candidacy, 
lost a Pennsylvania Democratic primary
 in April to a newscaster, Janelle Stelson, who used issues like abortion access and the price of gasoline and groceries to win the right to challenge a fierce Trump Republican ally, Representative Scott Perry.



In 2018, the Vindman brothers, both lieutenant colonels in the Army and aides on the White House National Security Council at the time, raised internal alarms about a phone call in which Mr. Trump asked Ukraine's president, Volodymyr Zelensky, to announce an investigation into the business dealings of Mr. Biden's son Hunter in his country.



At the time, Mr. Biden was widely expected to be Mr. Trump's opponent in the 2020 election. The call was central to the first of Mr. Trump's two impeachments, and it vaulted both Vindmans to prominence in liberal circles, though Alexander Vindman was the only brother who testified as part of the impeachment proceedings. Eugene Vindman, who was dismissed from the White House early in 2020, 
he says as improper retaliation
 for his whistle-blowing actions, raised a remarkable sum of money for a first-time candidate.



"I sacrificed my military career to expose Trump's corruption," Eugene Vindman said in one of his campaign ads.



His election to the House is not guaranteed. Ms. Spanberger, a Democrat who is retiring to run for governor, won the newly drawn district, which runs from Washington's far-southern suburbs into the countryside north of Richmond, by 4.6 percentage points in 2022. But Glenn Youngkin, a Republican, won the district the year before by 4.9 points en route to winning the governor's mansion.
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Democratic State Senator Emerges From Nasty House Primary in Virginia



Suhas Subramanyam had the endorsement of Representative Jennifer Wexton, who is retiring.




Suhas Subramanyam won over 11 other Democratic candidates in the contest to succeed Representative Jennifer Wexton, who is retiring.




By Jonathan Weisman


Jun 19, 2024


Suhas Subramanyam, a state senator in suburban Loudoun County, Va., narrowly won the Democratic primary in a House district in Northern Virginia on Tuesday, according to The Associated Press, after 
perhaps the ugliest primary of the 2024 election season
 so far.



Mr. Subramanyam's victory over 11 other Democratic candidates in the contest to succeed a retiring Democratic representative, Jennifer Wexton, is likely to be a relief for national Democrats who had watched anxiously as another front-runner in the race, State Representative Dan Helmer, faced calls to drop out over an accusation of sexual harassment.



The district had been trending away from Republicans since 2018, when Ms. Wexton flipped it to her party after nearly 40 years of Republican control. Neither party had considered Virginia's 10th District to be part of the 2024 battlefield until an anonymous Democratic official in the district, speaking through her lawyer, accused Mr. Helmer of groping her and later making sexually crude remarks.



Mr. Helmer refused to depart the race and denounced the "baseless charges" leveled "a week before an election by people who have endorsed my opponents."



Mr. Subramanyam tried to stay above the fray, banking on his name recognition, record as a state senator, and the endorsement of Ms. Wexton, who announced her retirement last year after being 
diagnosed with a rare neurological disorder
, progressive supranuclear palsy, for which there is no effective treatment.



But in a primary marked by mudslinging and late attacks, he had to 
beat back a report
 that he had improperly put employees of his State Senate staff on his campaign payroll, an accusation he says is categorically false.



A House Republican leadership aide had said officials at the National Republican Congressional Committee would assess the district if Mr. Helmer was the Democrats' candidate. Mr. Subramanyam's victory could keep the district off the battlefield this fall.



He will face Republican Mike Clancy, a lawyer and business executive.
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Tom Cole, House G.O.P. Spending Chief, Prevails Against Right-Wing Challenger



The veteran Republican faced a right-wing challenger who sought to make his powerful post on the committee that controls federal spending into a political liability.




Representative Tom Cole faced a challenge from the hard-right businessman Paul Bondar.




By Catie Edmondson


Jun 19, 2024


Representative Tom Cole, the veteran Oklahoma Republican and chairman of the powerful Appropriations Committee, fended off a primary challenge on Tuesday from a well-funded right-wing businessman, putting him on track to win a 12th term.



Mr. Cole, who was first elected to Congress in 2002, has long been a fixture of Oklahoma politics and an influential legislative voice behind the scenes in Congress. The Associated Press called the race less than an hour after polls closed as Mr. Cole led by an overwhelming margin.



Mr. Cole ascended to the helm of the influential Appropriations panel in April, assuming a coveted position on Capitol Hill that put him in charge of the allocation of federal spending. Top members of the committee can steer federal dollars not just across the government, but also to their own districts.



But as the G.O.P. has veered to the right in recent years and become increasingly doctrinaire about slashing federal spending, the Appropriations gavel has morphed into a political liability for Republicans. Mr. Cole's opponent, Paul Bondar, an anti-spending conservative businessman, tried to weaponize the congressman's 15-year tenure on the committee against him. Mr. Bondar argued that Mr. Cole's time on Capitol Hill had left him out of touch with his district, and attacked his voting record as insufficiently conservative.



"Tom Cole voted with Democrats for billions in new deficit spending," a narrator on a television advertisement said. "Paul Bondar opposes new federal spending."



Early on, Mr. Bondar committed to pouring large amounts of his personal wealth into the race. With more than $8 million spent as of late last week, it became one of the most expensive House primaries this year -- and the most competitive primary challenge Mr. Cole had faced in years.



"It's like an old-fashioned bar fight," Mr. Cole 
told Roll Call
. "The guy who wins a bar fight isn't the guy with the most money; it's the guy with the most friends. And I have a lot of friends in that district."



Mr. Cole's predecessor on the committee, Representative Kay Granger of Texas, 
also faced a well-funded primary challenge when she led the panel
, and also was able to use her stature in the district to defeat it easily.



In the end, Mr. Cole's status as a political veteran in the district, as well as Mr. Bondar's own political foibles -- chief among them his recent move into the state from Texas -- allowed him to prevail. A halting interview Mr. Bondar gave to a local television reporter in which he confessed to dialing in to the call from Texas was widely circulated in the district.



"Can't find his way around the district without a map," Mr. Cole said of his opponent in an interview earlier this month. "It's not like I'm an unknown quantity. My family's lived in this district 175 years on my mom's side and 140 on my father's side."
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Supreme Court Ruling on Bump Stocks Could Open Door to More Lethal Weapons



The court's decision has the potential to undercut President Biden's efforts to restrict other gun accessories that enable semiautomatic rifles to fire at speeds rivaling those of machine guns.




Gun-control groups said they were worried that the Supreme Court had opened the door for more gun modifications that will allow rapid-fire rifles to proliferate across the country.




By Jack Healy


Jun 19, 2024


After a gunman in Las Vegas killed 60 people at a concert in 2017, officials focused on a gun accessory known as a bump stock, a device that allows a rifle to fire at nearly the rate of a machine gun. Bump stocks were banned by the Trump administration after that mass shooting.



But when the Supreme Court last week struck down that ban, which had been a rare victory for gun-safety advocates in recent years, it had the potential to open the door not just to bump stocks. The ruling could also undercut President Biden's efforts to restrict other gun accessories that give semiautomatic rifles rapid-fire capabilities, lawyers and gun-policy experts on both sides of the gun debate said.



The devices are replacement triggers known as "forced-reset triggers" or "wide-open triggers" that allow shooters to fire more than 900 rounds in a minute with one continuous squeeze, federal officials say.



In March 2022, four years after the ban on bump stocks was issued, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives also imposed restrictions on some of these trigger devices. The agency said in a letter at the time that the devices 
effectively turned semiautomatic weapons into prohibited machine guns
.



But now, lawyers and experts said that those restrictions could be upended by the Supreme Court's 6-3 ruling overturning the ban on bump stocks. Immediately after the court issued its ruling on Friday, lawyers for gun-rights groups suing to overturn the trigger restrictions filed a 
letter
 citing the bump-stock decision as a new authority that "weighs directly on a central question in this case."



That question is: What defines a machine gun?



Machine guns are largely illegal, and have long been tightly restricted under federal gun laws stretching back to the 1930s. The federal government has argued that accessories like bump stocks and forced-reset triggers essentially convert semiautomatic rifles into fully automatic ones.




Gun-rights groups and sellers of trigger accessories argue that weapons modified with bump stocks and other devices differ from a true machine gun, both practically and in the eyes of the law.




Bump stocks allow a rifle to rapidly slide back and forth as it fires, harnessing the gun's recoil to create a fast burst of shots. Forced-reset triggers work by quickly snapping a rifle's trigger forward after it is pulled.



The devices are among a niche group of modifications that allow guns to shoot faster, sometimes with deadly results.



The gunman in the Las Vegas concert attack, the deadliest mass shooting in modern U.S. history, had 14 rifles outfitted with bump stocks. The shooter who killed 19 children and two teachers at a school in Uvalde, Texas, in 2022 had a "hellfire" trigger device, though he did not appear to have used it. 



"The end result is similar," said David Pucino, legal director of the Giffords Law Center, a gun-violence prevention group. "From the perspective of the shooter, it's automatic fire."



But Justice Clarence Thomas, writing for the court's conservative majority, said that "a semiautomatic rifle equipped with a bump stock is not a 'machine gun' because it cannot fire more than one shot 'by a single function of the trigger.'"



Gun-rights groups and sellers of trigger accessories seized on that line, saying that it gave them a clear path to argue that the A.T.F.'s 2022 decision on forced-reset triggers should also be struck down. They argue that the mechanism of a forced-reset trigger differentiates it from a true machine gun, both practically and in the eyes of the law.



The A.T.F. declined to comment, citing pending litigation.



"This is one of the key legal arguments we've been making from day one," Lawrence DeMonico, the president of Rare Breed Triggers, a manufacturer of the devices, said in a video message to supporters. "It is an amazing ruling."



He added that the court's decision would have "a direct impact on our efforts to end the A.T.F.'s illegal attack on forced-reset triggers."



Gun-control groups said that the Supreme Court's opinion in the case, Garland v. Cargill, was unlikely to give any legal cover to one illegal subset of these devices known as 
switches
. Switches convert semiautomatic handguns into automatic weapons, and have been blamed by police officials for making guns deadlier and putting bystanders at greater risk of getting hit in a spray of bullets.



Federal agents have sought to crack down on what they call illegal machine gun conversions using forced-reset triggers. Prosecutors criminally 
charged
 one man in Puerto Rico and another in Texas for illegally possessing trigger modifications. Some gun owners have surrendered their trigger devices to A.T.F. agents rather than risk prosecution, according to court records.



Despite the restrictions, similar trigger devices are still available online for $300. In YouTube videos, gun owners demonstrate how to install forced-reset triggers and 
fire
 dozens of bullets in a few seconds. Gun-rights supporters say the devices are constitutionally protected gun modifications.



The federal government has also gone after Rare Breed Triggers, a company operating out of Texas that assured customers that the devices were "absolutely" legal, according to court papers.



The company drew federal scrutiny soon after it started selling forced-reset triggers in December 2020, and sold 100,000 of the devices over two years, according to court records. In July 2021, the A.T.F. sent the company a letter telling it to stop selling the devices, according to court records.



The federal government 
sued
 the company in New York, saying that Rare Breed had broken federal gun laws and had withheld information from the A.T.F.



In August 2022, A.T.F. agents showed up at the home of a Rare Breed customer, Patrick Carey, near Baton Rouge, La., with a letter warning him that he might be breaking federal law because he owned guns outfitted with forced-reset triggers, according to court papers. He surrendered two of the triggers to the agents.



"I did not want to get rid of my forced reset triggers," he wrote in a declaration filed in court. A handful of owners of forced-reset triggers decided to fight, and in August 2023 they joined with the National Association for Gun Rights and sued in federal court in Texas. They argued that the A.T.F. had overstepped its authority.



The two court cases yielded split results. A Democratic-appointed judge in the New York case sided with the government and ordered Rare Breed to stop selling the prohibited triggers. But in Texas, a Republican-appointed judge sided with gun groups and partially blocked the government from enforcing the trigger restrictions.



The groups now suing the Biden administration over the trigger restrictions said they felt as if their position had strengthened since the Supreme Court issued its bump-stock decision. Gun-control groups said that they were worried that the Supreme Court had opened the door for more gun modifications that will allow rapid-fire rifles to proliferate nationally.



"Assault weapons are dangerous already," Nick Suplina, the senior vice president for law and policy at Everytown for Gun Safety, said in an email. The modifications, he said, "make this deadly problem even worse."
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Attack Ads Hit John Avlon in His House Primary Bid in New York



Nancy Goroff, who has contributed $1.2 million of her own money to her campaign, has recently run a string of attacks against John Avlon



By Claire Fahy


Jun 18, 2024


For months, the Democratic contest on eastern Long Island to choose a candidate most capable of unseating Representative Nick LaLota, the Republican incumbent, has been cordial, if not overly polite.



Debates between the two Democratic candidates, John Avlon and Nancy Goroff, have focused on bigger-picture national issues, such as abortion, as well as local concerns, like the rising cost of living, with neither of them pursuing a scorched-earth strategy.



But in the final days before the primary on June 25, the tone has begun to change.



Ms. Goroff, who has contributed $1.2 million to her campaign, has run a string of attacks against Mr. Avlon in recent weeks. Mailers sent out by a PAC in support of Ms. Goroff have 
featured images of a laughing Rudolph W. Giuliani
 -- whom Mr. Avlon worked for as a policy adviser and a speechwriter -- perched on Mr. Avlon's shoulder. Television ads from Ms. Goroff's campaign have accused Mr. Avlon of supporting Republican efforts to slash Medicare benefits and have said that he ran a "dark money group."



Mr. Avlon said his opponent's attacks are part of a "relentlessly negative tenor" that has characterized the final days of the campaign.



Negative messaging has also played a role in Mr. Avlon's strategy: He has consistently noted that Ms. Goroff, the 2020 Democratic nominee in the district, lost that contest by 10 points -- an attack line that Ms. Goroff has tried to brush off as "
objectionable and mansplaining
" during a debate.



Welcome PAC, a group that works on a "
range of Democratic and nonpartisan initiatives across the country
," has also run a series of ads on Mr. Avlon's behalf highlighting Ms. Goroff's 2020 loss.



"I've simply focused on the fact that when you lose by 10, there's no reason to do it again," Mr. Avlon said in an interview.



A spokeswoman for Ms. Goroff, who was not made available on Tuesday for an interview, said that "while John Avlon spent years of his life in Manhattan trying to elect a Republican for president," Ms. Goroff was "on Long Island fighting for reproductive rights, beating MAGA extremists, defending our public schools and kids, and working to build a better economy for everyone."



Ms. Goroff, a retired chemistry professor, seemed like the heavy favorite this year until 
Mr. Avlon
, a former CNN political analyst and a former editor of The Daily Beast, made a late entrance to the race in February.



They are the last two Democrats standing in what began as a crowded field, with Jim Gaughran, a former state senator, and Kyle Hill, a former congressional aide, initially also seeking the nomination.



The winner will face Mr. LaLota, a first-term Republican who succeeded Lee Zeldin after Mr. Zeldin left the post to 
run for governor in 2022
. The Democratic House Majority PAC has characterized the race as "one of the most competitive districts in the country," while the 
Cook Political Report
 has called it "likely Republican."



The stakes could be high as Democrats attempt to wrest back control of the House; Mr. Avlon referred to the district as a "majority maker."



As a result, money has poured into the race. Between April 1 and June 5, Mr. Avlon raised $622,443. Ms. Goroff raised $125,799 during the same period but made up much of that difference by issuing a loan to her campaign. Both candidates had over $580,000 in cash on hand as they entered the final weeks of the race, according to Federal Election Commission filings.



Mr. Avlon, who helped found the centrist political group 
No Labels
, is a recent arrival in the district, and his detractors have painted him as a Manhattan dweller with a vacation house in the Hamptons.



He and his wife, Margaret Hoover, 
a conservative host on PBS
, bought a home in Sag Harbor in 2017, and Mr. Avlon voted in the district for the first time in 2020, according to voting records.



Ms. Goroff, in contrast, taught in the district for 20 years at Stony Brook University, and she raised her two children in Suffolk County, according to 
her campaign website
. Her ex-husband was an 
applied mathematician
 at Renaissance Technologies, 
one of the country's most successful hedge funds
.



Mr. LaLota does not live in the district; he lives in Amityville in the neighboring Second Congressional District. He has labeled Ms. Goroff a "progressive hero," while calling Mr. Avlon a "Manhattan elitist."



"While they fight to see who can appease the far left the most, I'm focused on putting results over rhetoric and fighting for the community I grew up in," he said in a statement.



Despite his apparent lack of local ties, Mr. Avlon has quickly shored up support in the district, garnering 29 individual endorsements from party leaders and local elected officials like Representative Tom Suozzi, who recently won a special election in Nassau County.



Ms. Goroff has 15 individual endorsements, including from four current members of Congress, and she has six endorsements from political groups such as Emily's List.



Shaughnessy Naughton, the president of 314 Action, which supports candidates with scientific and medical backgrounds, said it was unsurprising that Ms. Goroff was "being attacked by the same old boys' club who feel threatened by her accomplished record."



"Her motivations have always been the same: to fight for working families in Suffolk, defeat MAGA extremists, protect women's right to reproductive freedoms, and flip this seat blue," she said.



Democratic leaders have voiced concern that Ms. Goroff's attacks against Mr. Avlon will weaken whichever candidate emerges to face what will be an uphill battle against Mr. LaLota in November. 



"When Democrats in a primary resort to attacking other Democrats solely in the hope of winning that primary but with no care to the consequences if they do not, they lay bare the selfishness that motivates them -- which is unbecoming to public service," Jay S. Jacobs, the chair of the New York State Democratic Committee who has endorsed Mr. Avlon, said of Ms. Goroff's tactics.



Nicholas Fandos
 and 
Alyce McFadden
 contributed reporting.
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In a State Notorious for Political Scandal, Signs of Change Emerge



New Jersey's senior senator is on trial, charged with taking bribes. A political power broker is accused of racketeering. A judge has declared the election system unfair.




Matthew J. Platkin, the New Jersey attorney general, outlines racketeering charges against Democratic power broker George E. Norcross III, who sat in the front row.




By Nick Corasaniti and Tracey Tully


Jun 19, 2024


New Jersey's senior U.S. senator is on trial, charged with taking bribes in exchange for political favors. A federal judge has declared the state's method of conducting primary elections fundamentally unfair. And on Monday New Jersey's attorney general charged one of the state's most formidable Democratic power brokers with 
racketeering
.



A state famous for explosive political prosecutions like Abscam, Bridgegate and 
Bid Rig
 has over the past year lived up to a 
reputation for scandal
 that has left 
six in 10
 residents convinced that New Jersey's politicians are either somewhat or very corrupt.



"I'm more surprised by the good things than the bad things in New Jersey politics," said Amol Sinha, executive director of New Jersey's chapter of the American Civil Liberties Union.



But there are also signs that recent political upheaval might offer a history-changing silver lining: a tipping point that leads to change.



"It's like that slow-motion video of an object falling down," said State Senator Andrew Zwicker, a physicist with Princeton University's plasma lab. "You know that it's falling, but you just don't know where it will finally end up."



"But the object will absolutely not be in the same place," he added.



The state, which has no shortage of corruption war stories, has a long way to go to reach a new equilibrium.




Senator Robert Menendez is on trial in Federal District Court in Manhattan, accused of an international corruption conspiracy.




Former Gov. Chris Christie's march to the White House was derailed by a bizarre and brazen scandal involving the closing of access lanes to the George Washington Bridge as political payback to an unfriendly mayor. Former Gov. 
Jim McGreevey
 resigned after admitting he was having an extramarital affair with an aide whom he had hired for a security post without even conducting a background check. And Senator Harrison Williams, the last U.S. senator to be convicted of corruption and sent to prison, was caught by federal officials in the bribery scandal known as 
Abscam
 that inspired the movie "American Hustle."



In 2009, a sprawling corruption sting that became known as Bid Rig led to charges against 44 people, including three New Jersey mayors, two state assemblymen and five rabbis. The operation was so vast that the former news site Gawker ran the headline "Everybody in New Jersey Was Arrested Today."



Since 1980, 
five mayors from Atlantic City
 have faced criminal charges of extortion, bribery, 
child abuse
 and theft, including stealing 
$87,000 from a youth basketball organization
. 



In Newark, the three mayors who governed the city from 1962 to 2006 were 
all
 
charged
 
with crimes
.



There are structural hurdles to weeding out corruption in a densely populated, high-tax state with a roughly $55 billion budget -- and 21 separate county governments.



"New Jersey politics is very transactional, and there's always some other thing that somebody needs," Loretta Weinberg, a retired state senator, said.



"The political environment is dominated mostly by men who are in businesses other than government -- real estate brokers, lawyers, developers -- and government becomes a way to enhance their bottom line and their private businesses," she said. "And after a while, it's almost feels like it's like that's how politics operates in New Jersey."




In 2014, former Gov. Chris Christie apologized in person to Mark Sokolich, the mayor of Fort Lee, N.J., for the traffic jams created by the shutdown of lanes on the George Washington Bridge the year before.




Representative 
Andy Kim's campaign
 for Senator Robert Menendez's seat has taken direct aim at that premise.



This month, running on a platform of "restoring integrity" to New Jersey politics, Mr. Kim, 41, won the Democratic nomination with 
75 percent of the vote
. He will face Curtis Bashaw, a Republican from Cape May, N.J., in November.



On Monday, after the attorney general, Matthew J. Platkin, outlined the charges against the power broker, George E. Norcross III, Mr. Kim urged voters to resist allowing news of yet another major indictment to overwhelm them to the point of apathy.



"There's no doubt that NJ politics is going through a lot of turmoil, but I believe we will come out of this better," he wrote on social media. "As you read about scandals/corruption, don't disengage. Let's step up."



To win the nomination, Mr. Kim dispatched Tammy Murphy, the wife of Gov. Philip D. Murphy, whom he cast as a 
stand-in for the same broken politics
 that had nurtured Mr. Menendez.



He also filed a lawsuit that has upended a fundamental source of power for party leaders in New Jersey -- the so-called 
county line
. The "line" has for decades permitted Democratic and Republican Party officials to group their chosen candidates for every office in a single row or line on the primary election ballot, 
preferential placement
 that has made it hard for outsiders to break into politics.




Representative Andy Kim won an overwhelming victory in the Democratic primary for Senator Robert Menendez's seat.




In March, a federal judge, Zahid N. Quraishi, ordered Democrats to 
redesign the June primary ballot
, grouping all candidates running for each office together. Lawsuits to permanently bar use of the "line" are pending, but an appellate court issued a ruling supportive of abolishing the practice.



Left-leaning voters supportive of Mr. Kim see the judicial ruling as a vital step in breaking a decades-long fever of corruption.



Jim Johnson, who ran for governor against Mr. Murphy in a 2017 
Democratic primary
, has long been critical of the county line system and the backroom dealings of local political machines.



"Voters have been tired of the nature of New Jersey politics for a while, and for the most part, they've shown that by not showing up to the polls," Mr. Johnson said.



"There's a real appetite for candidates of substance -- and candidates who are independent," he added.



Next year's race to replace Governor Murphy, who is barred by term limits from running for re-election, is expected to offer the first test of the effect of the new ballot design -- and a truly competitive primary.



For the first time in recent memory, Mr. Norcross, who said a year ago that he was stepping back from politics, will hold far less sway over which Democrat ultimately wins the nomination, both because of his legal problems and the likely absence of the county line ballot design.



The field of contenders is large and expected to grow, with four Democrats and three Republicans already campaigning for the job.




George E. Norcross III, the influential Democratic power broker, spoke to reporters in Trenton, N.J., on Monday after the attorney general announced the indictment against him and five others.




Sue Altman, a Democratic candidate for Congress, argues that the change could make a significant impact. The longstanding absence of competitive primary races, she said, has insulated those in power from being accountable for their actions.



"Everyone in New Jersey essentially pays a corruption tax," she said.



Before Judge Quraishi ordered a redesign of the June ballot, Mr. Platkin weighed in, declaring the county line ballot design an unconstitutional practice that the attorney general's office could not defend.



At the time, Ms. Murphy's path to victory in the Senate primary hinged largely on appearing on the "line" in the state's most populous urban counties. And Mr. Platkin's legal analysis about the indefensibility of the practice contributed to a rupture in his relationship with the governor, once one of his closest political allies who had chosen him to be attorney general.



This week, at a news conference announcing the charges against Mr. Norcross, Mr. Platkin held up an alternative vision for New Jersey politics.



"It's often said that in New Jersey, politics is a blood sport," Mr. Platkin said as Mr. Norcross stared at him from the front row after showing up at the news conference with his team of lawyers.



"But there is nothing inherent in our state's culture that requires us to accept politics and government that functions in this way," he added.
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Race and Israel Take Center Stage in Final Bowman-Latimer Debate



Representative Jamaal Bowman of New York sought to portray his challenger, George Latimer, as a pawn of a major pro-Israel lobby.



By Nicholas Fandos


Jun 19, 2024


Fighting for his political life ahead of next week's New York primary, Representative Jamaal Bowman took broad swipes on Tuesday at his opponent in the contest's final debate, accusing him of failing Black constituents and selling his campaign out to a pro-Israel super PAC.



Mr. Bowman, who is Black, charged that George Latimer, his white challenger, had slow-walked desegregation as Westchester County executive and had done too little to close the wealth gap between Black and white families.



He repeatedly sought to portray Mr. Latimer as a lackey of the American Israel Public Affairs Committee, the bipartisan pro-Israel lobby that has spent a record-shattering $14 million trying to defeat Mr. Bowman over his criticisms of Israel.



"He claims to be a Democrat, but he is supported by racist MAGA Republicans who support taking your voting rights -- gutting your abortion rights," Mr. Bowman, 48, said, referring to some of the group's conservative donors.



Mr. Latimer, 70, was having none of it. He forcefully denied each claim, saying that Mr. Bowman was "cornering the market on lies" in a desperate attempt to reverse a race that 
polls indicate he is losing
. He trumpeted his own record producing affordable housing and investing in communities of color.



"This is an example of using race as a weapon," Mr. Latimer said at one point. "What we need to do is bring people together."



The hourlong debate hosted by the television station PIX11 was a fitting coda to 
an exceedingly caustic contest
 that has laid bare Democrats' deep divisions over the war in Gaza, but also race, class and ideology. The 
district
 in the Bronx and Westchester County contains some of the nation's wealthiest white suburbs and an influential Jewish community, but nearly half its residents are African American or Latino.



The winner of the primary is expected to easily hold the overwhelmingly Democratic district in November's general election.



On Tuesday, the two candidates once again laid out sharply divergent views on the Israel-Hamas war.



Mr. Bowman reiterated positions that have inspired AIPAC's attacks and caused many local Jewish leaders to abandon him. He once again condemned Hamas but characterized Israel's war as a "genocide" and urged President Biden to "stop all funding" to the American ally.



Mr. Latimer, on the other hand, said Hamas was largely to blame for the more than 30,000 civilian casualties in Gaza and defended Mr. Biden's approach.



The exchange grew heated.



Mr. Bowman accused Mr. Latimer of ignoring Palestinian suffering. "Say 'Palestine,'" he said. "Acknowledge the Palestinian people. Let me see you do that."



"I can say the word 'Palestine,'" Mr. Latimer retorted. "Can you say the word 'truth'?"



Later, when pressed by a moderator, Mr. Latimer also offered measured criticism of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, saying the Israeli leader was "wrong" to attack Mr. Biden for holding up weapon transfers.



There were other areas of policy disagreement.



Mr. Latimer said that an 
executive order
 that prevents migrants from seeking asylum at the U.S.-Mexico border when crossings surge was "a step in the right direction." Mr. Bowman, though, said he was alarmed Mr. Biden was "taking a conservative approach."



The congressman reiterated his support for a bill that would 
disburse $14 trillion in reparations
 to offset the continued harm of slavery. Mr. Latimer said he supported studying the matter but said the legislation backed by his opponent was "not a serious bill."



And while Mr. Latimer said he opposed opening 
supervised injection sites
 in Westchester County, like those in New York City, Mr. Bowman said he supported them.



At other points, the candidates reopened old fights over racial representation.



In the last debate, Mr. Latimer accused Mr. Bowman, a member of the House's left-wing "squad," of 
ignoring constituents
 "who are not Black or brown." The congressman called the charge racist at the time, and on Tuesday he added that it was also baseless.



"We represent the entire district," Mr. Bowman said, adding, "I do pay extra attention to the parts of the district that he has been trying to keep segregated for decades and he has neglected his entire career."



Mr. Latimer, who has especially strong support among suburban white voters, sought to convey that he understood and valued the perspectives of other groups.



"I have major African Americans in positions of importance," he said.



Mr. Bowman's allies, at least, were unimpressed. They quickly turned the quote 
into a social media meme
, splicing together an image of Mr. Latimer with a mug shot of former President Donald J. Trump.
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Yellowstone Tourist Sentenced to Jail for 'Thermal Trespass'



Viktor Pyshniuk, 21, was sentenced to a week in jail after a park employee saw him walk off a path near Steamboat Geyser, which can shoot hot water more than 300 feet in the air.




A photograph released by the National Park Service shows a man walking in a restricted area of Yellowstone National Park.




By Amanda Holpuch


Jun 18, 2024


A Yellowstone National Park tourist who walked off a designated path and came within 15 to 20 feet of a steam vent belonging to the world's tallest active geyser was sentenced this month to seven days in jail and banned from the park for two years, 
the Justice Department said.



The tourist, Viktor Pyshniuk, 21, ignored signs that said it was illegal to leave the boardwalk area and crossed a fence to walk up a hillside near Steamboat Geyser, which can shoot water more than 300 feet in the air 
during its unpredictable eruptions
, the Justice Department said on Thursday.



At Yellowstone, there are more than 15 miles of boardwalks to protect the environment and tourists hoping to observe the national park's 
thermal features
, such as geysers, hot springs and mudpots, acidic hot springs that usually smells like rotten eggs.



These thermal features are unpredictable and can be dangerous, causing more injuries and deaths than encounters with wildlife. As of September, 22 people have died from burns suffered after they entered or fell into a hot spring at Yellowstone since the park opened in 1872, 
according to the United States Geological Survey
. In that time, two people have been killed because of bison encounters and eight people from bear encounters.



Mr. Pyshniuk, of Lynnwood, Wash., was visiting Yellowstone in April when a park employee saw him walk off the boardwalk, according to the Justice Department. The employee called a Yellowstone law enforcement officer, who showed Mr. Pyshniuk the signs in the area that said it is illegal to leave the boardwalk and explained why it is dangerous.



Mr. Pyshniuk told the officer he had left the boardwalk to take photos. He could not immediately be reached for comment.



The Justice Department said Mr. Pyshniuk came within 15 to 20 feet of a steam vent for Steamboat Geyser, which has minor 
and major eruptions
. A major eruption can shoot hot water hundreds of feet in the air, 
according to the National Park Service.
 The water then comes back down and rushes back to the vents, carrying mud, sand, and rock, which then shoot back in the air. The process can last three to 40 minutes, until the water supply ends, then steam emits from the geyser for several hours to several days. Minor eruptions are more common and can reach six to 40 feet in the air and last one to four minutes.



There have been three major eruptions so far this year, 
according to the National Park Service.
 One major eruption took place on April 3, a little over two weeks before Mr. Pyshniuk's visit on April 19.



U.S. Magistrate Judge Stephanie A. Hambrick sentenced Mr. Pyshniuk, who represented himself, to a week in jail on June 4 after he was found guilty of thermal trespass and violating a closure. Mr. Pyshniuk must also pay a $1,500 fine and $50 in fees.



It was not clear if Mr. Pyshniuk had served his jail sentence. He must serve it before Dec. 25, according to court documents.



Judge Hambrick said in court that the sentence was designed to deter Mr. Pyshniuk and the public from leaving the park's boardwalks, according to the Justice Department. The judge noted that there is three-foot fencing around the boardwalk, clearly indicating it should not be crossed.



Eric Heimann, the acting U.S. attorney in the District of Wyoming, 
said in a statement
 that trespassing in the closed thermal areas of Yellowstone harms the land.



"In cases like this one where we have strong evidence showing a person has willfully disregarded signs and entered a closed, thermal area, federal prosecutors will seek significant penalties, including jail time," Mr. Heimann said.



Mr. Pyshniuk was sentenced months after the actor 
Pierce Brosnan pleaded guilty
 in March to walking in a restricted thermal area of Yellowstone, Mammoth Hot Springs, which is about 20 miles north of Steamboat Geyser.



Mr. Brosnan was ordered to pay a fine of $500 and make a $1,000 donation to Yellowstone Forever, a nonprofit partner of the park, according to court documents.



In 
an Instagram post
, Mr. Brosnan said he made an "impulsive mistake," when he entered a thermal area that he said was covered with snow.



"As an environmentalist, I have the utmost respect for and love of our natural world," the actor wrote. "I deeply regret my transgression and offer my heartfelt apologies to all for trespassing in this sensitive area."
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'We Just Always Expect It to Work': 911 Outage Shows System's Perils



The failure of the Massachusetts 911 system on Tuesday was the latest reminder of the potential problems faced by an emergency network that many say needs to be upgraded.




Mayor Michelle Wu of Boston discussed a major 911 outage on Tuesday.




By Nicholas Bogel-Burroughs


Jun 19, 2024


The abrupt failure of Massachusetts' 911 system on Tuesday was a stark example of the disastrous consequences that can occur when an emergency network that is supposed to be reliable is, without warning, suddenly unreliable.



The outage, lasting 
nearly two hours
, prompted a scramble among emergency agencies as they directed the public to reach out directly to the local authorities at less-familiar phone numbers or, as a last resort, go in person to their local firehouse.



Last year, more than 3.2 million contacts were made to emergency call centers in Massachusetts. Calls to 911 fluctuate significantly through the day, but that comes out to an average of 367 calls an hour, an indication of just how impactful the outage on Tuesday may have been.



It was far from the first 911 outage to strike a large region. Several major failures in recent years have sent officials scrambling.



In June 2020, an equipment problem led to a vast T-Mobile outage across the United States during which 23,000 calls to 911 went unconnected. The company later 
agreed
 to pay a $19.5 million settlement.



In September of that year, a 911 provider was 
doing preparatory work
 to update its system and inadvertently created an outage that lasted an hour and 17 minutes across 
more than a dozen
 states.



The causes of 911 outages can range from software problems to old-fashioned blunders. In April, 911 service was 
knocked offline
 in parts of four states after a problem caused by the installation of a light pole, a telecommunications company said.




This alert screen, seen on a mobile phone in Providence, R.I., provided a notification to users that the 911 emergency system was down in Massachusetts.




"You and I and everybody take 911 for granted," said Brian Fontes, the chief executive of the National Emergency Number Association, an advocacy group for dispatchers and other jobs related to 911 services. "We just always expect it to work. And, to be truthful, it works very well on good days."



But, he added: "Not every day is a good day, as we've seen in Massachusetts today."



The outage in that state on Tuesday came during a heat wave in the Northeast that shot thermometers up above 90 degrees in Boston. The scorching temperatures and high humidity were expected to continue in the coming days.



Mr. Fontes said it would be important that a thorough investigation be undertaken to learn what had caused the outage and prevent a similar problem in the future. Massachusetts' State 911 Department said it was still looking into the cause.



The failure on Tuesday also brought more attention to the nation's effort to push states and 911 centers into putting in place so-called Next Generation 911, in which operators will be able to get more data from callers more quickly, including photographs, videos and text messages.



Mr. Fontes said the upgrades would create more redundancy in the system so that if a call center were overwhelmed or experienced an outage, calls could be rerouted to other available operators.



He said Congress would need to provide more money to help fund the $15 billion estimated cost of upgrading 911 systems across the country. Ten former leaders of the Federal Communications Commission recently urged Congress to do so.



The United States has more than 4,600 public safety answering points where 911 calls are received, and more than 213 million calls were made to those centers in 2021, according to government figures. Several states did not report the total number of calls received.



More people have been texting to get emergency help as states roll out the Next Generation 911 infrastructure. In 2021, 38 states reported about 508,000 texts to 911, up from 188,000 in 2018.
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In Legal Peril, Seattle's 'Belltown Hellcat' Is Ordered to Yield



A driver whose roaring Dodge Charger has plagued Seattle residents said he was working to modify the car. Still, city officials won an $83,000 judgment against him.








By Mike Baker


Jun 18, 2024


A man whose thundering Dodge Charger has tormented Seattle residents for months was ordered Tuesday to pay a fine of more than $83,000, the most serious penalty the city has imposed in months of enforcement efforts that have, until now, been largely ineffective.



Miles Hudson, the driver who is known to many downtown residents and his more than 750,000 Instagram followers as 
the Belltown Hellcat
, appeared in Seattle Municipal Court wearing a balaclava and sunglasses that shielded his face from the waiting television crews. He told Judge Faye Chess that he had been working on restoring the car to its factory design.



"I do have documentation of my car being in the shop and parts being ordered if the court would like to see that," Mr. Hudson told the court.



The judge was not ready to let him off the hook, though, agreeing to the city's request to issue penalties for violations of the city's noise rules. City officials said the fine was assessed at $1,300 per day.



"Today's ruling is a meaningful step toward stopping Mr. Hudson's hazardous and nuisance activity," Ann Davison, the Seattle city attorney, said in a statement. "Our laws matter, and it's time for him to comply with them."



Downtown residents have complained for much of the year about the tiger-striped muscle car that roars through the city at night, its tailpipes backfiring with such force that windows rattle, waking people to what some have mistaken for gunfire.



A police officer who stopped Mr. Hudson one night pleaded with him to take his vehicle to a racetrack, footage from the officer's body camera indicates, with Mr. Hudson responding that he could not because he was making a living from his large following on Instagram, where he regularly posts videos of his exploits in urban driving, sometimes at speeds topping 100 miles per hour.



At times, Mr. Hudson has seemed to relish his growing notoriety and the consternation of both neighbors and police officers. One night, from his apartment in a high-rise tower in the city's Belltown neighborhood -- a residence that offers a panoramic view of Seattle's waterfront -- he shot a video as he started his car remotely from his balcony and the vehicle roared to life.



"My city actually hates me," he told viewers.



In addition to the lawsuit filed by the city that led to Tuesday's default judgment, he has been charged with reckless driving, a charge that is still pending. Mr. Hudson said he would consult his lawyer about paying the fine and said he had expected the lawyer to be present at Tuesday's hearing.



The driving violations are just some of Mr. Hudson's legal troubles. In the Seattle suburb of Renton, a court is revisiting the terms of two previous domestic cases involving Mr. Hudson and his mother.



In a 2021 case, according to police documents, Mr. Hudson grew angry when his mother was late to pick him up from a haircut. When they returned home, both she and Mr. Hudson told the police, Mr. Hudson angrily knocked over her armoire and pounded a hole in the back of it. He was initially charged with malicious mischief.



The following year, according to another police report, Mr. Hudson's mother reported that he had demanded that she make him coffee. When she refused, she said, he grabbed the back of the chair she was sitting in and pulled it to the ground, sending her sprawling backward. She said he had then taken her laptop, locked himself in his room and told her that she would not get it back until she made him coffee. He was charged in that case with assault.



Mr. Hudson eventually pleaded guilty to the assault charge, with much of the jail sentence suspended if he met conditions such as no criminal violations. But the court is now revisiting the case in light of his recent legal troubles.



In yet another case, a woman last month filed for a protection order against Mr. Hudson, accusing him of stalking her. She reported that he had waited outside her workplace late one night and followed her home. She also told the court that he had sent sexually explicit images of her to other people without her consent, which she described in her petition as "revenge porn."



Judge Chess told Mr. Hudson that the city might want to work with him on resolving the case and that the amount of the fine could be revisited in the future.



"Perhaps more work can be done and this car can be put into legal mode," she said.
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Unrelenting Heat Stifles Millions of Americans for 3rd Consecutive Day



As the heat wave moved east, the Northeast felt the brunt of the conditions. But forecasters provided a glimmer of relief, saying "conditions should improve over New England" this weekend.




More than 78 million Americans were under heat warnings, watches and advisories on Wednesday as temperatures remained scorching for a third consecutive day.




By Christina Morales


Jun 20, 2024


From the Midwest to the northern tip of Maine, millions of Americans sweltered under a springtime heat wave on Wednesday that stifled the Eastern portion of the United States for a third consecutive day.



As the heat wave moved east, the Northeast felt the brunt of the conditions, stemming from a high-pressure system called a heat dome that scorched the Great Lakes region earlier this week.



Conditions in a swath of central Maine were particularly brutal, largely because the area was farther from ocean winds, according to Jay Engle, a forecaster at the National Weather Service. The heat index -- a measure that includes temperature and humidity to showcase how hot it actually feels -- topped 100 degrees in some areas, and temperatures reached as high as 95 degrees in cities like Bangor, Houlton and Millinocket, according to the 
National Weather Service
. In Caribou, in the northeastern tip of the state, it was 
96 degrees
, tying the highest temperature ever recorded there.



More than 78 million people were under heat warnings, watches and advisories on Wednesday, according to the 
National Weather Service
. Heat waves are not uncommon in mid-June, but the Weather Service warned that this one could last longer than some places have experienced in decades. Heat waves are also hotter, more frequent and longer lasting now because of global warming.



But forecasters provided a glimmer of relief: Meteorologists at the Weather Prediction Center said in a post on its website that "conditions should improve over New England" this weekend.



Still, in many areas, Wednesday felt more like the height of summer than the last full day of spring. Cities and states helped residents deal with the stifling temperatures by opening more cooling centers, moving some Juneteenth celebrations indoors and pushing up opening hours of pools and beaches.




Heat waves are hotter, more frequent and longer lasting now because of global warming.




In New York, Gov. Kathy Hochul 
announced
 free admissions to state parks. Around Maine, officials added more cooling centers by turning libraries, town halls, civic centers, Y.M.C.A.s and fire departments into places of reprieve. And Amtrak 
warned
 of possible delays along its service through the east coast of New Hampshire, Massachusetts and Maine because of heat-related speed restrictions.



Thousands in 
Pittsburgh and other parts of western Pennsylvania
 dealt with the double challenge of the heat and power outages.



Earlier this week, a series of damaging wind and rain storms knocked out power for as many as 85,000 customers at one point, and some 
3,000 people
 were still without power. Utility crews from across Pennsylvania and nearby Ohio and West Virginia have been scrambling to restore electrical lines. The heat index in western Pennsylvania has been in the 90s, and could 
reach
 over 100 degrees this week.



But the heat didn't deter some Americans from spending the day outside. In Chicago, about 300 cyclists rode through downtown to celebrate the Juneteenth holiday. As midday temperatures approached 90 degrees, a group of about 20 tourists went on a walking tour of the city's financial district.



In New Hampshire, crowds flocked to Wallis Sands State Beach. According to Ryan Dennehy, who works at the entry gate, more people seemed to come on Wednesday than on the Fourth of July.



For some, though, spending much of the day in the heat wasn't a choice.



William Daugherty, a 60-year-old safety manager who was working with his crew to install an underground pipeline in Middletown, Ohio, placed a cold towel on his head and later wrapped it around his neck to cool down. He also set up a shade tent with a blower and a bucket of ice for other workers to get a respite from the heat.



And for the homeless like Chris Adkins, 48, who lives in a tent by the Great Miami River in Ohio, the heat is especially tough. Mr. Adkins went to New Life Mission, a church that was providing meals and a cool space for those in need, for a break from the stifling weather.



"For me, the heat is worse than cold," Mr. Adkins said. "You can always build a fire when it's cold."



Temperatures might improve over the weekend in New England, the Weather Service said, but the Ohio Valley and the Mid-Atlantic is forecast to continue to bake. Some cities, like 
Pittsburgh
, had excessive heat warnings and advisories extended into Saturday night.



For New York City, Sunday might be the 
hottest day
 in this heat wave, until a cold front breaks it on Monday, Mr. Engle said. 



"We might not be in a heat advisory criteria, but it's going to be very hot, very warm and humid," Mr. Engle said.



John Keefe
, 
Robert Chiarito
, 
Michael Corkery
, 
Sydney Cromwell
, 
Rhianwen Watkins
 and 
Kevin Williams
 contributed reporting.
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Man Pleads Guilty in Chinatown Killing of Young Woman in Her Apartment



Assamad Nash followed Christina Yuna Lee into her home and fatally stabbed her. The killing raised fears at a time of anti-Asian attacks.




The killing of Christina Yuna Lee came as anti-Asian violence soared after the pandemic.




By Maia Coleman


Jun 18, 2024


A man pleaded guilty in Manhattan Criminal Court on Tuesday to killing a 35-year old woman in her Chinatown apartment in 2022 in an episode that intensified fears over anti-Asian attacks.



The man, Assamad Nash, 27, whose last address was a homeless shelter on the Bowery, admitted killing Christina Yuna Lee after following her into her apartment, where prosecutors say he attempted to sexually assault her. Mr. Nash pleaded guilty to one count each of second degree murder and sexually motivated burglary.



He is to be sentenced on July 30 to 30 years to life in prison.




Christina Yuna Lee




"Assamad Nash was held accountable for senselessly taking Christina Yuna Lee's life," Alvin L. Bragg, Manhattan's district attorney, said in a statement Tuesday. "My thoughts are with her family and our community as they continue healing from this tragedy."



Mr. Nash's lawyer, Michael Francis Gompers, could not immediately be reached for comment on Tuesday.



In the early morning of Feb. 13, 2022, Mr. Nash followed Ms. Lee into her apartment building on Chrystie Street, forced himself into her home and tried to sexually assault her, according to prosecutors.



Ms. Lee's neighbors, 
hearing her cries from her sixth-floor apartment
, called 911. When officers arrived a few minutes later, they heard her screams, but were unable to enter the locked door, prosectors said.



When police managed to break into the apartment more than an hour later, they discovered Ms. Lee dead in her bathtub with more than 40 stab wounds. The police also found Mr. Nash hiding under her bed and the knife believed to be the murder weapon hidden behind the dresser.



At a court appearance in November 2022, Mr. Nash was ordered to undergo a mental evaluation, and the following June he was found unfit to stand trial. He was transferred from the Rikers Island jail complex and sent to a state mental-health facility until this February. That month, he was deemed fit for trial and was transferred back to Rikers.




Assamad Nash, center, was initially found unfit to stand trial.




Last year, Ms. Lee's aunt Boksun Lee filed a suit on behalf of the victim's estate against the city and the Police Department, saying that officers' failure to gain entrance to the apartment swiftly had led to Ms. Lee's death. The city denied the claims and said the department was immune from legal action in the matter.



Ms. Lee had graduated from Rutgers University in 2008 with a bachelor's degree in art history. She worked as a creative producer for an online music platform in New York City.



Authorities were not able to determine whether her killing was motivated by her ethnicity, but her death sent shock waves through New York's Asian community at a time when many were already fearful after a 
rise in attacks during the pandemic
.



Ms. Lee's death occurred at a time when anti-Asian violence was surging. In January 2022, one month before Ms. Lee's killing, 
Michelle Go
, 40, was pushed to her death in front of a subway train in Times Square. By 
mid-March of that year
, the number of anti-Asian hate crimes recorded by the Police Department was double that of the same period the year before.



The killing also alarmed residents in other neighborhoods, many of whom expressed growing concern during the pandemic about homeless people, including some who appeared to be mentally ill, menacing residents on the street.



Homeless people suffering from severe mental illness have been charged in several high-profile attacks in New York City in the past five years, even though such attacks are relatively rare. A 
2023 New York Times investigation
 identified more than 130 acts of violence carried out in recent years by people who were homeless and mentally ill.



Mr. Nash had a string of arrests dating to 2015 in New York and New Jersey on charges including assault, burglary and drug possession.



On Tuesday, Jo-Ann Yoo, the executive director of the Asian American Federation, said her organization would work to honor Ms. Lee's memory.



"This tragedy continues to resonate with the Asian community and all New Yorkers who remember this remarkable young woman," she said, adding, "We pledge to honor Christina by continuing our advocacy to fight for mental wellness."
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More Black and Latino Students Admitted to New York's Elite High Schools



The percentage of Black and Latino students in the eight schools increased modestly to 12 percent, the highest since 2013, but still far below the overall percentage of those students in schools.



By Troy Closson


Jun 18, 2024


The Latest



More than 12 percent of offers to New York City's most prestigious high schools went to Black and Latino students this year, education officials announced on Tuesday, the highest number since 2013.



At those eight schools, known as the specialized high schools, acceptance is determined by a single entrance exam. Major racial and ethnic gaps still exist in which students are admitted, an issue that has sparked years of painful debate over how city leaders should respond.



Across the public school system, 24 percent of students are Black and 41 percent are Hispanic. But at Stuyvesant High School in Manhattan, often viewed as the city's most competitive high school, 10 of the 744 offers made this spring went to Black students while 16 went to Hispanic students. Asian students were offered 496 spots, and white students were offered 127.



At some schools, the disparities had not changed from prior years: At Staten Island Technical High School, one Black student and eight Hispanic students were offered a spot. Nine Black and Hispanic teenagers received seats last year.



The limited gains in offers across the schools, however, may offer a bright spot in the heated debates that annually rage over the schools' admissions process. Last year, Black and Latino students made up 10 percent of all students offered admission to the schools. Other selective high schools across New York also remained more racially and economically representative of the system than before the pandemic, data released Tuesday shows.




Stuyvesant High School admitted 10 Black students and 16 Hispanic students for its incoming freshman class of 744 students.




Why It Matters: Elite high schools symbolize success and segregation.



New York's specialized schools educate about 5 percent of the city's high school students, and it's unclear whether students receive a 
measurable academic boost
 from attending them.



Still, the annual admissions numbers attract considerable attention because the schools are regarded both as crown jewels and symbols of segregation.



Test-based admissions are rare in high schools across the country, and the low numbers have prompted calls for the schools to stop relying on a single entrance exam. About 25,600 eighth graders took the admissions exam last fall, and just over 4,070 were offered spots.



More than 2,100 offers this year went to Asian students. Many come from low-income or immigrant homes, and some Asian parents have argued overhauling admissions would disproportionately penalize their children and 
hurt disadvantaged teenagers
 who worked hard to gain entry.



Background: Students at specialized high schools used to be more diverse.



The city's specialized schools once enrolled incoming classes that were more representative of the broader school system. In 1976, for example, about 14 percent of Stuyvesant pupils were Black and Latino.



Today, the makeup of the test-in schools varies. The Bronx High School of Science made offers to 97 Black and Latino teenagers for its incoming class of 712 freshman this year. But Brooklyn Latin, in Williamsburg, offered spots to 44 Black and 56 Hispanic students -- about 20 percent of a class of 508 freshmen.



The racial gaps at the elite schools are a political land mine for New York City mayors.



As Brooklyn borough president, Eric Adams once 
compared them
 to "a Jim Crow school system." But he tempered his stances following backlash from parents, and since becoming mayor, Mr. Adams has not sought to change admissions at the schools.



His predecessor, Bill de Blasio, proposed replacing the entrance exam in 2018 with a system where 
Black and Latino pupils would have made up
 more than 40 percent of enrollment, but Asian students would have lost about half their seats. He did little to win parents over before unveiling his plan, and it attracted intense criticism.



The effort ultimately failed.



What's Next: Not much will change, for now.



No major plans to change specialized high school admissions have emerged in recent years.  Any desegregation efforts in New York are likely to be limited to a handful of sections of the city -- at least for the foreseeable future.



Beyond the eight flagship schools, public concern about desegregation -- in programs like the city's elementary gifted and talented classes -- seems to have flagged. 



The schools chancellor, David C. Banks, has said desegregation will not be his priority. He has argued that families should rethink notions of prestige and expand their idea of what it means to attend a "good school" in the first place.



Nevertheless, a 
major lawsuit over segregation
 in the city's selective and gifted programs was allowed to move forward last month, raising the potential that the Adams administration could be forced into the conversation.
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Sarah Mandel, Therapist Who Told Her 'Trauma Narrative,' Dies at 42



She received a diagnosis of Stage 4 breast cancer late in her second pregnancy and described her experience in a book, "Little Earthquakes: A Memoir."




Sarah Mandel in 2011 in Iceland. She found a supportive community on TikTok, where she posted about her cancer treatments.




By Richard Sandomir


Jun 18, 2024


On June 1, a short, emotional 
video
 popped up on TikTok with news about Sarah Mandel, a 42-year-old psychologist, wife and mother of two young daughters.



"If you're reading these words right now," the message on the screen said, "then I have died."



She had asked for help in creating the video while in a weakened state after learning that she had little time left.



"Only a year ago, I never in a million years would have thought I would want my death announced on social media," she said in the video. But in the previous year she had found encouragement from the comments she received on TikTok after posting videos about the course and treatment of the advanced, metastatic breast cancer she had been diagnosed with in 2017.



And so there she was, delivering the news to the world and a cosmic message to her daughters, Sophie, 10, and Siena, 6.



"I love you and I am so proud of you," she told them. "I may be somewhere beyond our concepts of infinity. That's how much I love you."



Ms. Mandel's final video, a series of pictures and clips, showed her very much alive: blowing out a candle on a 42nd birthday cupcake; stretching in her hospital room; dancing with her family; looking thrilled after opening a box filled with copies of her newly published book; and singing along with a band in a plaza after leaving a chemotherapy session.




A clip from a video that Ms. Mandel prepared before she died. It has been viewed 1.7 million times.




The video was posted on the day she died of the cancer at her home in Manhattan, her husband, Derek Rodenhausen, said.



The video has been seen 1.7 million times.



Sarah Hope Mandel was born on June 28, 1981, in Manhattan. Her mother, Sally (Allen) Mandel, is a novelist, and her father, Barry, is a lawyer.



Ms. Mandel graduated from Bard College in 2003 with a bachelor's degree in fine and studio arts and contemplated painting and singing as careers. After college, she sang in bars and clubs, including the Bitter End in Greenwich Village, but turned to psychology, a field that intrigued her enough to take courses in it at Bard and do volunteer work. She earned a postgraduate psychology certificate from Columbia University in 2009.



While pursuing a doctorate in psychology at Rutgers University, Ms. Mandel worked as a therapist in New York at Fordham University's mental health services program, St. Luke's-Roosevelt Hospital Center and Lincoln Medical Center.



Soon after receiving her degree from Rutgers in 2015, she began work as a licensed clinical psychologist at the Institute for Behavior Therapy in Manhattan.



But in the fall of 2017, while she was in the third trimester of her pregnancy with Siena, Ms. Mandel went to the doctor to have a lump in her right breast examined. Her online research suggested that it might be a clogged milk duct; her obstetrician concurred, but sent her for a sonogram, which found that the lump was suspicious.




Ms. Mandel in 2020. After three months of treatment, a scan showed no cancer in her body. The cancer returned in 2023.




A biopsy showed that it was Stage 4 breast cancer and that it had spread to her liver and bones. After three months of treatment, though, she received remarkable news: A PET scan found no sign of cancer in her body, a nearly miraculous outcome. The result was so overwhelming that it left her in a traumatized, dissociated state.



"I felt guilty because I felt nothing," she said on 
the podcast
 "Moms Don't Have Time to Read Books" in 2023. "Here there were so many other women with this disease who would just do anything to get this kind of response. I felt nothing. What a betrayal to these women."



She was unable to deal with her devastation until she applied a technique -- narrative therapy -- that she had employed with clients who suffered from traumas. She guided them to dig deeply into their traumatic memories, piece together even the most upsetting details, then write them down and read them aloud in therapy sessions.



"I started to write. The words just tumbled out onto the page," she said on the podcast. Soon she had what she referred to as her "trauma narrative," which she read to her husband before expanding it into "Little Earthquakes: A Memoir." The book was published in 2023 -- two years after the cancer had erupted from a dormant state in her brain, causing her to give up her psychology practice. The cancer spread to her cerebral spinal fluid in 2023.



"Writing became medicine to help me cope with the uncertainty of the here and now," she wrote in "Little Earthquakes." "And perhaps the biggest surprise of all is that through the writing of my trauma narrative emerged my love letter to life."




In "Little Earthquakes: A Memoir," Ms. Mandel wrote, "Writing became medicine to help me cope with the uncertainty of the here and now."




In its 
review
, Publishers Weekly wrote that Ms. Mandel "nimbly portrays the cocktail of emotions unearthed by the sentence 'You've got cancer,' and paints her supportive family with staggering compassion. Her dogged fight for her life will awe readers."



In addition to her husband and parents, Ms. Mandel is survived by her daughters and her brother, Benjamin.



Ms. Mandel had not told anyone in her family about her plan to announce her death on TikTok. She had worked with 
Micaela W
illiams
 on social media marketing for her book, and in March she asked Ms. Williams to work on the final video. Ms. Williams laid Ms. Mandel's messages over pictures and video clips.



"She did approve of the final post before she passed," Ms. Williams said in an email.



When Ms. Mandel died, Mr. Rodenhausen notified everyone on a list of people she had given him. After Ms. Williams received the email, she posted the video.



In that video, Ms. Mandel was philosophical about the unexpectedness of her illness and the unpredictability of life for everyone. "We are creatures who crave certainty," she said, reading from her book. "But life, it turns out, is a study in uncertainty."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/18/us/sarah-mandel-dead.html



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Neil Goldschmidt, Portland Mayor Who Abused Teenager, Dies at 83



While he was reviving Portland, Ore., as a vibrant, pedestrian-friendly city, he was also sexually abusing a teenage girl over three years, he later admitted.




Neil Goldschmidt in 1976, when he was mayor of Portland, Ore. His ideas for making cities more walkable and less dependent on cars became templates for municipal officials across the country.




By Michael S. Rosenwald


Jun 18, 2024


Neil Goldschmidt, a transformative figure in Oregon politics who as mayor of Portland in the 1970s reshaped the city into a vibrant, progressive, pedestrian-friendly urban area -- a period when he was sexually abusing a teenage girl, he later admitted -- died on Wednesday at his home in Portland. He was 83.



A family member said the cause was congestive heart failure.



As mayor of Portland, and then as governor of Oregon from 1987 to 1991, Mr. Goldschmidt earned a reputation as a visionary architect of urban renewal. His ideas for making cities more walkable and less dependent on cars became templates for municipal officials across the country.



In Portland, he fought off federal plans for a highway that would have cut straight through the city, diverting funding for the project to the creation of downtown parks and a light-rail transit system. He also poured money into restoring blighted neighborhoods and backed mixed-use developments combining housing, retail and offices.



"He understood that if you attract new families into older neighborhoods, you provide a labor force and customers for downtown businesses," Carl Abbott, a historian at Portland State University, said in an interview. "And if downtown businesses are strong and downtown is interesting and exciting, then that makes people want to live there."




Mr. Goldschmidt, third from left, was transportation secretary in the Carter administration in 1980 when he met in the Corona subway yard in Queens with Richard Ravitch, second from left, the chairman of the Metropolitan Transportation Authority; Steven K. Kauffman, left, general manager of the M.T.A.; and Robert F. Wagner Jr. (crossing the tracks), deputy mayor of New York.




In 1979, after Mr. Goldschmidt served two terms as mayor, President Jimmy Carter appointed him transportation secretary. After Mr. Carter left office in 1981, Mr. Goldschmidt joined Nike, one of Oregon's most prominent companies, as a senior executive. He won election as the state's 33rd governor in 1986.



Viewed as a rising star in national politics, Mr. Goldschmidt stunned political observers in 1990 when he announced that he wouldn't seek a second term and that he was separating from his wife, Margaret Wood, after 25 years of marriage.



Rumors of extramarital affairs had swirled around Mr. Goldschmidt for years.



"Serving the state I love has come at a cost to another love, my family," he said in announcing his decision not to run.



Mr. Goldschmidt started a consulting firm and served on the Oregon Board of Higher Education.



Then, in May 2004, a scandalous 30-year secret was exposed.



Willamette Week, an alternative newspaper, 
reported
 that Mr. Goldschmidt, while serving as Portland's mayor, had sex numerous times with a teenage girl over a three-year period beginning when she was 14. He had reached a financial settlement with the victim in 1994, the newspaper reported.




Mr. Goldschmidt in May 2004, when he confessed to reporters from The Oregonian that he had sex numerous times with a teenage girl in the 1970s, when he was Portland's mayor.




As Willamette Week was about to publish its story online, Mr. Goldschmidt confessed to reporters from the daily newspaper The Oregonian during a 50-minute interview. He said the girl, a neighbor, was the daughter of someone who had worked on his campaign for mayor.



"I'm just living with this personal hell," he said. "The lie has gone on too long."



He also acknowledged that rumors about extramarital affairs weren't just rumors.



"If people work hard enough, I think you'll find indiscretions," he told The Oregonian. "But nothing as ugly as this."



The statute of limitations on any criminal charges that might have been brought against Mr. Goldschmidt, including statutory rape, had expired decades earlier. The woman he abused later gave a 
series of interviews
 to Margie Boule, a columnist for The Oregonian, describing her relationship with the mayor.



The woman said the abuse first began when she was 13, on her mother's birthday. It virtually destroyed her, she said. She attempted suicide at age 15 and later become addicted to alcohol and cocaine. She died in 2011.



"I had so much potential," she told Ms. Boule. "I was so bright. I loved to read, I loved to learn."



Neil Edward Goldschmidt was born on June 16, 1940, in Eugene, Ore., to Lester Goldschmidt, an accountant, and Annette (Levin) Goldschmidt.



After graduating from the University of Oregon in 1963 with a degree in political science, he moved to Washington, D.C., and worked as an intern for Senator Maurine B. Neuberger of Oregon.



Mr. Goldschmidt left Washington after a year and moved to Mississippi to work on a voter-registration drive with 
Charles Evers
, the brother of the civil rights activist 
Medgar Evers
.



After several months in the Deep South, he enrolled in law school at the University of California, Berkeley, and graduated in 1967. Rather than joining classmates who went on to earn large salaries at big law firms, Mr. Goldschmidt worked for the Legal Aid Society in Portland.



In 1970, he won a seat on the City Council. He was elected mayor in 1972 and served two four-year terms.



Mr. Goldschmidt married Diana Snowden in 1994. She survives him, along with his children from his first marriage, Rebecca McMillan and Josh Goldschmidt; two stepchildren, Kirsten and Neilan Snowden; his brother, Steve; and eight grandchildren.



After his confession, Mr. Goldschmidt spent the rest of his life out of the public eye.



"Although he battled many health issues for years, he was actively engaged with family and friends in discussions about school, business, politics and wine until the day of his passing," his family said in a statement, adding that they hoped people would remember the "significant positive contributions he made to our community."



Political figures in Oregon have struggled to define his legacy.




Mr. Goldschmidt in 1990, when he was governor of Oregon. Some admirers described him as a transformative figure. Others said he should never be forgiven for the sexual abuse he admitted to.




"In what he has done and what he has meant for this state, Neil belongs among the political icons of the past 50 years," Angus Duncan, a former aide to Mr. Goldschmidt, 
told The Washington Post
 after the sexual abuse was disclosed. "He was a larger-than-life creature who left a durable impact on the landscape."



After his death, the assessments were less charitable.



"Neil Goldschmidt's abuse of a young girl destroyed her life, a horrific act that should make any other discussion of his political career moot," Senator Ron Wyden of Oregon said in a statement. "The best response to this news would be to contribute to organizations dedicated to preventing sexual abuse, such as the Oregon Association for the Treatment and Prevention of Sexual Abuse."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/18/us/politics/neil-goldschmidt-dead.html
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Bob Schul, a Singular U.S. Olympian in 5,000-Meter Race, Dies at 86



His remarkable sprint in the final yards on a muddy track in the 1964 Games in Tokyo made him the only American ever to win the gold medal in the event.




Bob Schul winning the 5,000-meter race at the Tokyo Olympics. On a rainy day, he bested what was considered the strongest field ever assembled for that event.




By Richard Goldstein


Jun 18, 2024


Growing up on an Ohio farm, Bob Schul battled asthma and allergies. But he loved to run.



He raced against his three brothers on the farmland and then ran the mile in high school and at Miami University of Ohio.



On a rainy day in Tokyo in October 1964, he won the Olympic 5,000-meter race, besting what was considered the strongest field ever assembled for that event.



Schul, who died at 86 on Sunday at a nursing home in Middletown, Ohio, became the only American to win Olympic gold in the 5,000 and did it with a remarkable sprint in the final yards on a muddy cinder track.



Going into the 1960s, the U.S. running program had been known mainly for its sprint champions. That changed with a pair of storied achievements in Tokyo.




Bob Schul, center, after receiving his gold medal in Tokyo. With him were Harald Norpoth, left, of Germany, who won the silver medal, and Bill Dellinger, of the United States, who took the bronze.




Billy Mills staged one of the most spectacular upsets in Olympic track history by winning the 10,000-meter run. A few days later, Schul got his own gold medal.



Having recovered from mononucleosis and a calf injury and in superb condition from a training regimen emphasizing high-speed workouts, Schul was a favorite in the 5,000. He had gone undefeated that summer while breaking an American record in the 5,000 and setting a world record in the two-mile run.



"I had told the press that I was going to win the gold medal," Schul told ESPN in 2014. "Some people said that was cocky, and I said, 'Well, what should I tell them, I was going to lose the race?' I was extremely confident."



On a rainy afternoon, with the lights turned on at the Olympic Stadium and the mud kicking up onto the competitors' shoes and shorts, Schul's chances were in jeopardy entering the final lap. He had been blocked on the inside lane.



But he managed to drift out into open space in pursuit of the leader, 
Michel Jazy
 of France.



"At last I'm gaining on Jazy," Schul said when he narrated a film about the race for Runner's World magazine 50 years later. "He's tightening in the shoulders. He looks back. He doesn't have the endurance."



With 80 meters to go, Schul continued: "I'm by him, fast. In the last 50, my legs are heavy, but it doesn't matter now. Jazy gives up."



Schul swept to victory, clocking an amazing 38.7 seconds in the final 300 meters.



"Asthma teaches you to breathe deep and slowly," he explained in looking back on his career. "There were races when I was getting only 80 percent air intake, so I had to make the most of every breath. The Tokyo race came at the end of the monsoon season, and the rain cleared all the pollutants."



Schul finished in 13 minutes 48.8 seconds, eight-tenths of a second in front of Harald Norpoth of Germany. Schul's teammate 
Bill Dellinger
 won the bronze medal; Jazy faded to fourth place.



"They've been telling us for years we in America were softies and couldn't win anything but the sprints," Schul told The Associated Press after the race. "I guess we showed the world we could do it."



Ralph Hill, who won silver at the 1932 Los Angeles Games, was the only American Olympic medalist in the 5,000 before Schul took gold. Since then, Paul Chelimo, who won silver at the 2016 Rio Games, has been the only American on the victory stand in that event. Mills remains the only American to win gold in the 10,000.



Schul won the national three-mile title the year after the Olympics with an American record of 13:10.4.



He was inducted into the USA Track & Field Hall of Fame in 1991, but the Tokyo Games were his only Olympics.




Schul, right, and Dellinger in a moment of triumph after the 5,000-meter race. Schul never competed in another Olympics.




Robert Keyser Schul was born on Sept. 28, 1937, in West Milton, Ohio, where he grew up. His father, Willard, was a dairy farmer, and his mother, Katherine (Keyser) Schul, was a high school English teacher.



He developed asthma as a child, and he wore his grandfather's World War I gas mask for protection from fumes and dust when driving a tractor on the family farm. He grew into a spindly frame, 6 feet and 145 pounds.



Schul interrupted his studies at Miami of Ohio to join the U.S. Air Force. In 1960, he was stationed at a base in Oxnard, Calif., where Max Truex, a former Olympic distance runner, was his commanding officer.



Truex introduced him to Mihaly Igloi, a Hungarian emigre renowned for training distance runners in the Los Angeles area, and under his demanding training routines Schul built endurance and speed.



Competing for the Air Force, Schul became an elite runner, then returned to college in the fall of 1963.



Although hampered by the recurrence of a knee injury after his triumph in Tokyo, he hoped to make the 1968 Olympic team. But he had an asthma attack in the finals of the U.S. trials and was sixth and last when he collapsed at the finish line. He retired from major competition after that.



Schul's death was confirmed by his daughter, Robin Thurber, who said the cause was complications of dementia.



Schul married Sharon Hervey in the early 1960s. They divorced in the late '70s. His second marriage, to Janie Krumholtz in the late 1980s, ended in divorce in the late '90s.




Schul in 2021. In later years he coached track and cross-country at the college level, gave motivational speeches and competed in master's races.




Schul lived most of his life outside Dayton, Ohio, before moving to a nursing home in Middletown. In addition to his daughter, from his first marriage, he is survived by
 
his
 
brothers Norman and David; and two grandchildren.



Schul became a track and cross-country coach at Wright State University and trained track athletes at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, both in the Dayton area. He also gave motivational speeches and competed in master's races.



A half-century after his 5,000-meter victory, his pride in winning an Olympic championship remained undimmed. His car's license plate read "5K 64 GLD."



As for the whereabouts of his Olympic gold medal: "Now you'll make me cry," he told Runner's World. "It was stolen."



Alex Traub
 contributed reporting.
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Warren Winiarski, Whose Fledgling Cabernet Bested the French, Dies at 95



His $6 bottle of Napa Valley cabernet won a historic tasting in Paris in 1976, astonishing connoisseurs and putting his Stag's Leap winery on the map.




Warren Winiarski, the founder and longtime owner of Stag's Leap Wine Cellars in Napa Valley. His winery has been an attraction for tourists and connoisseurs alike.




By Eric Asimov


Jun 13, 2024


One of the biggest bangs heard in the history of wine, on a May evening in 1976, caused barely a ripple in the home of Warren and Barbara Winiarski, the proprietors of Stag's Leap Wine Cellars in Napa Valley.



The day before, a 1973 Stag's Leap cabernet sauvignon had won a tasting in Paris that pitted some of the greatest French wines against bottles from upstart California. But when a friend who had been in France called Ms. Winiarski (pronounced win-ee-YAR-skee) to notify her of the victory, she had only a vague idea what the caller was talking about. So she dialed her husband, who was away on business. He, too, couldn't remember any tasting or grasp its potential importance.



"That's nice," he said.



The tasting itself might have remained as inconsequential as it seemed to the Winiarskis if George M. Taber, a reporter for Time magazine, had not been on hand to witness it. His article, 
"Judgment of Paris,"
 trumpeted a shocking David-over-Goliath triumph that gave the fledgling California wine business a swift dose of international credibility.



"The unthinkable happened: California defeated all Gaul," Mr. Taber wrote.



Almost 50 years later, marketers are still using that tasting, re-enacting it countless times, to sell California wines around the world.



It was certainly momentous for the Winiarskis and Stag's Leap Wine Cellars, a startup that was virtually unknown before the tasting. There had been little demand for its '73 cabernet, only the winery's second vintage, but that was about to change.



"The phone started to ring pretty quickly," Mr. Winiarski recalled in 1983. It continued to ring for years.



He died on June 7 at his home in Napa, Calif., a representative for him said. He was 95.




Mr. Winiarski and his wife, Barbara, in 1974, a year after making the Stag's Leap cabernet sauvignon that would win a wine tasting in Paris in 1976, to the astonishment of the wine world.




For Mr. Winiarski, who began working in wine only at 35, the Paris victory was an abrupt change of fortune. He had been a wine-obsessed lecturer in the humanities at the University of Chicago in 1964 when he and his wife decided to leave academia and try their hand at the wine business.



They packed their belongings in a U-Haul trailer, loaded their two young children into a Chevrolet station wagon and set out for Napa Valley, which back then was a sleepy, isolated agricultural community where walnuts and prunes were more common than wine grapes.



With few resources but an invitation to work the harvest at Chateau Souverain, a winery on Howell Mountain, they arrived in August 1964 and set up house in a cabin nearby with a wood-burning stove.



As the second man in a two-man operation at Souverain, Mr. Winiarski learned the basics of grape-growing and winemaking while mastering the menial tasks of stacking crates and keeping the winery scrupulously clean. But his academic training was never far behind. He studied all aspects of farming and winemaking, developing over time a philosophy of wine that emphasized balance, harmony, finesse and elegance rather than weight and power.



Within a decade he was the proprietor of his own winery -- and making a wine that would shock the world.



After the tasting, Stag's Leap became one of Napa Valley's leading lights, an attraction for tourists and connoisseurs alike as the region turned into a wine wonderland. Mr. Winiarski acquired more vineyards and expanded the business, growing from producing roughly 1,800 cases of wine in 1973 to 150,000 in 2006.



In 2007, at 78 and with none of his children willing to carry on at Stag's Leap, Mr. Winiarski sold the winery for $185 million. Current vintages of the $6 bottle that won the tasting now sell for about $250.




Mr. Winiarski in 2021 at his Arcadia Vineyards in Napa Valley. He continued to farm grapes after selling his Stag's Leap winery in 2007 for $185 million.




Warren Paul Winiarski was born on Oct. 22, 1928, in the Bucktown section of Chicago to Stephen and Lottie (Lacki) Winiarski, who ran a livery business in their largely Polish neighborhood. While the Winiarskis -- the name translates roughly to "from a winemaker" in Polish -- did not drink wine regularly, Warren's father made his own wine with honey, fruit or dandelions, and the family would drink it on special occasions. Mr. Winiarski later recalled listening to the bubbling of wine fermenting in his father's basement.



As a youth, books and philosophy interested Warren more than wine. He studied the humanities at St. John's College, in Annapolis, Md., where he also met Barbara Dvorak, whom he later married.



He is survived by their three children, Kasia, Stephen and Julia, and six grandchildren. 
Ms. Winiarski died
 in 2021.



After graduating from St. John's, Mr. Winiarski studied political science at the University of Chicago. He spent a year in Italy, where, while researching Machiavelli and other Italian renaissance figures, he became part of a close-knit group in which food and wine played central roles.




Mr. Winiarski as a humanities student at St. John's College in Annapolis, Md. Later, as a philanthropist, he made large donations to the college.




He returned to Chicago but retained his fascination with wine and food. It wasn't until a friend brought him a bottle of American wine that he began to envision himself making wine and living a more agrarian life.



The transition to Napa Valley was not easy for the Winiarskis. Their first effort to plant a vineyard -- three acres on a 15-acre property high up on Howell Mountain -- did not succeed. They sold it, cutting their losses.



Having absorbed all he could at Souverain, Mr. Winiarski in 1966 took a job at Robert Mondavi Winery, a new project that was the most ambitious winery to be built in California since Prohibition and which set the tone for the Napa Valley to come.



Mr. Winiarski was hired as assistant winemaker, but with Michael Mondavi, Robert's elder son, who was the winemaker, serving in the military, Mr. Winiarski was essentially in charge of the wine.



Going from Souverain, an artisanal, almost primitive operation, to Mondavi, a big, futuristic winery, was a huge transition, but after two vintages, with Michael Mondavi back in the fold, Mr. Winiarski felt ready to run his own show.



He had spent his spare time traveling the valley in search of potential sites for a vineyard. Unlike many of his colleagues, who believed that the choice of grapes and the winemaking were most important, Mr. Winiarski was convinced that it was essential to select the right site, and that the best sites could convey particular characteristics in the wines. In this sense he was an early proponent in Napa of the French notion of terroir.



He found the site he was looking for in Stag's Leap, an area in the southern part of the valley, where he was impressed by a wine made by Nathan Fay, a farmer and home winemaker. After putting together a group of investors, Mr. Winiarski bought 50 acres adjoining Mr. Fay's farm. He also befriended Mr. Fay, buying grapes for what would be one of three top wines that Stag's Leap would produce. Two were single-vineyard wines, Fay and S.L.V., as wines from the original Stag's Leap vineyard were labeled. The third, Cask 23, was a blend made only in exceptional vintages.




Mr. Winiarski, right, in April 2023 celebrating the 100th birthday of Mike Grgich, a fellow Napa Valley winemaker whose 1973 chardonnay was deemed the best at a 1976 tasting in Paris. Mr. Grgich died in December of that year.




After selling his winery, Mr. Winiarski continued to farm grapes and became a philanthropist, making large contributions to the Smithsonian Institution, where he was honored in 2019 for his contributions to American winemaking, and to St. John's College, where, as a former humanities scholar, he taught in its summer classics program for many years.



"You always have this dream that you're going to do your own thing," he 
told The New York Times in 1983.
 "In retrospect, it was an extremely imprudent thing. But we rode the crest of a wave. Yes, I had it all planned out, but I couldn't really foresee what would happen."
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Times Insider



At 'Playgrounds of Privilege,' a Reporter Takes the Pulse of Power



Jacob Bernstein, a reporter on the Styles desk, writes about philanthropists, media magnates and other social connectors in New York City.




As part of his role on the Styles desk, Jacob Bernstein covers those with influence in New York City.




By Sarah Bahr


Jun 19, 2024


Times Insider
 explains who we are and what we do and delivers behind-the-scenes insights into how our journalism comes together.



Jacob Bernstein is fascinated by power, privilege and the people who wield both.



As a reporter for the Styles desk at The New York Times, Mr. Bernstein's beat involves writing about influential figures -- both past and present -- of New York City.



In the last year, his coverage has included an exploration of the 
former U.S. Secretary of State Henry Kissinger's "second career
 on the society circuit"; 
a profile of a Republican pundit
 turned liberal favorite, Alyssa Farah Griffin; and 
an article on the rise and fall of the hip-hop mogul
 Sean Combs.



"I don't have a conventional beat where there's one person or subject I'm covering all the time," said Mr. Bernstein, 45. Often, he's reporting late at night, from the spaces and places where privilege and power meet: parties.



As part of his job, Mr. Bernstein often writes about soirees on the New York party scene, such as 
Met Gala after-parties
 or the always-buzzy 
Vanity Fair Oscar party
. Before joining The Times in 2013, Mr. Bernstein wrote for outlets including The Daily Beast, New York Magazine and Women's Wear Daily, where he wrote a column about the magazine business.



In a phone conversation from the Hamptons, where he was reporting on the uproar 
surrounding a trendy members-only club
, Mr. Bernstein shared why he has never grown bored of the society beat and his bold method for breaking the ice at, as he calls certain parties, "playgrounds of privilege." These are edited and condensed excerpts.



Did you always want to become a journalist?



When I got out of college, I knew I was interested in narrative, and I knew I was interested in New York. Growing up in the city, I had experienced two very different versions of it: One was going to a fancy private school and being the child of famous people in journalism and film, and the other was being an openly gay kid at the end of the AIDS era.



I got my education as much at the 
Sound Factory
, a nightclub on 27th Street, as I did at the Dalton School on Park Avenue. During college, I deejayed at the Tunnel. The way that world disappeared at the end of the '90s -- when all of those places got shut down -- was part of a larger arc in which art lost the battle to money and then became it.



Your parents are Carl Bernstein and Nora Ephron, who died in 2012. Did having famous writers for parents make writing as an occupation more or less attractive to you?



My parents occupied prominent spots in the world I inhabit, and I don't have any doubt it helped open doors. You can't say it's easier to not have connections any more than you can say it's easier to be ugly than beautiful, or poor instead of rich.



At the same time, when the 
documentary I directed about my mother
 came out in 2015, the one review that really made me squirm said something about how my mother had cast a long shadow. That wouldn't have been the case had it not, in certain ways, been true.




Mr. Bernstein said he was educated by the city he grew up in -- and now reports on.




What fascinates you about society in New York?



The story of this city, particularly over the last 40 years, is about a playground of incredible wealth -- and you get to cover that fully as a person on the Styles desk whose beat isn't fashion. So the entire life of the city is under my umbrella.



A lot of my writing is about Park Avenue fixtures like 
Steve Schwarzman
 or 
Agnes Gund
, but I also want to do these pieces about people who are more on the periphery, such as a ballroom legend like 
Hector Xtravaganza
 -- it's two different sides of New York.



Your 
recent article
 chronicling how the art-world mogul Louise Blouin found herself unloading her Hamptons dream home in bankruptcy court was fascinating. How did you come up with the idea?



I was talking with my editors about doing a column on stuff sold through auction houses, and that's when I began reporting. I'd known who she was back when she was building her art empire, and then I saw the house was being auctioned off through Sotheby's. It quickly metastasized into a larger profile of a person who'd been kind of an avatar for the post-2000 art world bubble.



What's the secret to great party reporting?



Just taking a beta blocker and walking up to that person you're scared to walk up to. Sometimes you have a good question, and sometimes you don't. It really almost doesn't matter as long as you just break the ice.



I didn't have a remotely good question when I walked up to Lauren Sanchez at the Vanity Fair Oscar party, so I just asked, "Do you have people stepping on your train all night long?" Her response was, "Sure, but it just bounces right back up." It conveyed something enormously telling. The kinds of parties we cover are playgrounds of privilege, so my job is to show the humor and tragedy of that.



I'm sure there are many celebrities who would love to be profiled in The Times. How do you decide which narratives to pursue?



One thing I look for in potential stories is a subject who makes you think, "Maybe I missed something with him." If someone's been 
deified
 and isn't wholly deserving, it makes for a really good story. The same goes for if someone's 
been vilified
. Maybe there's something more redemptive to write about them.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/19/insider/jacob-bernstein-reporting.html
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Willie Mays, Birmingham and Rickwood Field: Baseball Honors a Legend in His Hometown



Major League Baseball is in Birmingham to honor the legacy of the Negro Leagues. With Mays's death, the celebration at ancient Rickwood Field takes on new meaning.




A tribute to Willie Mays outside Rickwood Field on Tuesday in Birmingham, Ala.




By Tim Arango
Photographs by Brandon Holland


Jun 19, 2024


In the late innings of a minor league game on Tuesday night at Rickwood Field in Birmingham, Ala., fans throughout the grandstand, suddenly and almost in unison, began staring at the news on their phones: The great Willie Mays had died, at 93, in California.



An inning later, a tribute video played on the scoreboard overlooking the outfield where Mays played his first professional game as a teenage phenom for the Birmingham Black Barons, and the loudspeaker blared "
Say Hey (the Willie Mays Song)
," recorded in 1954 by the R&B group the Treniers.



"I was shocked," said Randy Ferguson, 70, a member of the Friends of Rickwood, the nonprofit organization that oversees the ancient ballpark. He was standing outside a small museum underneath the stands, where the next day fans would line up to see Mays's flower-draped Hall of Fame plaque, the first time it has left the wall in Cooperstown since it was installed at his induction in 1979. "I have chill bumps. I can't think of any place to be than here."



At 114 years old, Rickwood Field is the nation's oldest professional ballpark, the first place Mays played pro ball and the last ballpark still standing that he called home. To honor the legacy of the Negro Leagues, Major League Baseball scheduled a game in Mays's hometown between the San Francisco Giants, Mays's old team, and the St. Louis Cardinals, that will be played on Thursday.



The Rev. William H. Greason, 99, who was the first Black pitcher for the Cardinals in the 1950s, has been a pastor in Birmingham for more than a half-century since retiring from baseball. He had been hoping to see his old friend this week, at the ballpark where they played together.




At 114 years old, Rickwood Field is the nation's oldest professional ballpark and the first place Mays played professional baseball.





The Rev. William H. Greason, the first Black pitcher for the St. Louis Cardinals in the 1950s, has been a pastor in Birmingham for more than a half-century since retiring from baseball.




In 1948, Greason was a star pitcher for the Black Barons, baffling hitters with three types of curveballs, and Mays was a teenage star from a local high school who had dazzled on the sandlots, playing for industrial league teams fielded by the steel mills and coal mines. Greason became a mentor to the young Mays, and they won a league championship together and played in the last Negro World Series.



"We were good friends, and both of us just starting, it was easy for us to get along," Greason said.



Major League Baseball's tagline for the week, plastered on signs around the city, is "A Tribute to the Negro Leagues," but it has been as much a celebration of Mays's 
singular life and legacy
, now amplified with 
his death
.



The Birmingham Civil Rights Institute this week unveiled an art installation of a towering Willie Mays baseball card. And on Monday evening, the marquee of the Carver Theater, once one of the few places Black people could see first-run movies during the time of Jim Crow, was lit up with Mays's name, for a screening of the 2022 documentary, "
Say Hey, Willie Mays!"



After the screening, Mays's son, Michael, told the audience that his father could not make it to Birmingham. "He wants to be here bad," he said, adding, "I think deep down what it is, is he don't show up halfway."




Fans watching a minor league game at Rickwood Field on Tuesday night learned of Mays's death through news on their phones.





"The first big thing I ever put in my mind was to play at Rickwood Field," Mays once said. "It wasn't a dream. It was something I was going to do."




Mays issued a statement Monday evening to The San Francisco Chronicle, saying he was too unwell to travel, and reminiscing about Rickwood Field, describing it as "like a church."



"The first big thing I ever put in my mind was to play at Rickwood Field," he said. "It wasn't a dream. It was something I was going to do."



Rickwood Field, the project of A.H. "Rick" Woodward, a local iron baron who was manager of his company's baseball team, opened in 1910 and was named for him, the winning entry chosen from a contest sponsored by The Birmingham News. At the time, it was a modern marvel, a minor league ballpark modeled on the concrete and steel major league palaces of the era, like Philadelphia's Shibe Park and Pittsburgh's Forbes Field. One Birmingham newspaper called it the "South's Finest Baseball Plant," while another described it as a "model of beauty and convenience," where "the patrons will be seated in opera chairs, large and comfortable."



Its opening day on Aug. 18, 1910, was a citywide holiday, with offices and shops shuttered for the occasion. "Not a crowd, not a throng, not a 'seething mass of humanity,'" The Birmingham News declared on its front page. "None of these terms will do to describe the great, waving, chattering, elbowing, laughing, striding, stumbling, and pushing bundles of sweltering folks who swarmed out into Rickwood park Thursday afternoon."



By the end of the decade, Black teams were allowed to play at Rickwood, paving the way for Mays's future stardom, and Black teams from Birmingham and Montgomery played a doubleheader in September 1919 in front of "the largest crowd that ever wedged itself in the enclosure at Rickwood," The Birmingham Age-Herald reported.




Reaf Blue, who played for the Black Barons and the Atlanta Black Crackers in the late 1950s and the early 1960s, started in baseball by working as a groundskeeper at Rickwood Field.





By the end of the decade, Black teams were allowed to play at Rickwood Field, paving the way for Mays's future stardom.




"This area and this town was, despite all of the history that we know in these Black communities, it was joy, and despite the racism, the Birmingham Black Barons were the toast of the town," Michael Mays said this week.



The week of baseball in Birmingham, he said, is an "American celebration," and his hope is that it will bring more Black fans and more Black players to a game that has seen a steady decline in African American representation.



"It's a full circle moment," he said. "It's a full circle moment for Major League Baseball. It's a full circle moment for Birmingham. It's a full circle moment for our families."



Rickwood Field is often called the oldest professional ballpark in America -- opening two years before Fenway Park in Boston -- but it is also the oldest big league ballpark. Four years ago M.L.B. elevated the Negro Leagues to major league status as many American institutions began reconsidering their histories after the murder of George Floyd. The league has also begun integrating Negro Leagues statistics into its official record -- Mays was recently credited with 10 more hits from his stint with the Black Barons -- and the game this week is a further step.



The ranks of veterans of the Negro Leagues are dwindling, and while many believe Major League Baseball's recognition should have come much earlier, Michael Mays said it was "long overdue but strangely on time."




Charles Willis, 92, still lives in his childhood home in the Birmingham suburb of Fairfield, a few blocks from where Mays, his childhood friend, lived.





Rickwood Field touches history beyond baseball. 




The week is a chance for the lesser-known players from the Negro Leagues to be honored, and Major League Baseball tracked many of them down and offered free tickets and a hotel room.



Among them is Charles Willis, 92, who still lives in his childhood home, a modest brick house in the Birmingham suburb of Fairfield, a few blocks from where Mays, his childhood friend, lived. They played together in high school, Willis in center field then and Mays at shortstop. Willis played at Rickwood, too, but just one season. The other day he showed a visitor his baseball card, with a crisp scouting report on the back: "speed with a great arm."



"That was the Black man's sport, back in the day, baseball," he said, and Black Barons games were always big events. "If they were in town on Sunday and church service was held, the pastor had to get through the sermon early because if not, the folk are going to leave and go to the ballgame."



Reaf Blue, who played for the Black Barons and Atlanta Black Crackers in the late 1950s and early 1960s, grew up in the neighborhood surrounding Rickwood and still lives there. As a teenager, he got a job at the ballpark as a groundskeeper and cleaner, and worked his way up to center field.



Sometimes, when he worked there as a teenager, on game days, "I had to put up a rope in the stands, with the Blacks on this side and the whites on that side. I really hated to put that rope up, but I had to put that rope up."



Rickwood touches history beyond baseball. A plaque outside the main entrance memorializes a women's suffrage rally held there in 1915, although nowhere is there a mention of the Ku Klux Klan gathering held at the ballpark in 1924, or anything about the career of Bull Connor, who called white Barons games on the radio before he became the violent enforcer of Jim Crow segregation in Birmingham as the commissioner of public safety.



A few days ago, Michael Mays reflected on what Birmingham has come to mean to him, through his famous father.



"We all know about the hardship, we all know about the struggle, but the way they marched through it, like it wasn't nothing, and the joy, just all the happiness that really went on in the community despite the struggle," he said. "I'm really sensing that, when I can come down here I can feel the core of my dad's character."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/19/us/mays-birmingham-barons-rickwood.html
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The Sisters Who Turned a Sondheim Flop Into a Tony Winner



Maria and Sonia Friedman discussed their long history with "Merrily We Roll Along," after a bittersweet Tony Awards.




Maria, left, and Sonia Friedman have occasionally worked together over the years, but rarely with as much emotional investment as on the Broadway revival of Stephen Sondheim's "Merrily We Roll Along."




By Michael Paulson


Jun 18, 2024


The Friedman sisters have been making art together since they were little girls. Their London childhood was chaotic -- they were often left to their own devices -- but the family's four children found solace in storytelling.



Now Sonia, 59, is one of the most successful theater producers in the English-speaking world. Maria, 64, is a celebrated actress and singer. Their sister is a scientist, and their brother, who 
died last year
, was a violinist.



Sonia and Maria have occasionally worked together over the years, but rarely with as much emotional investment as on the 
current Broadway revival of "Merrily We Roll Along,"
 which 
Maria is directing
 and Sonia is producing. The revival has been transformative for the show, which, despite much-loved songs by Stephen Sondheim, was a famous flop when it first ran in 1981, and is now one of the hottest tickets in town.



On Sunday night the Friedman sisters' production won a Tony Award for best musical revival, as well as acting prizes for two of its stars, 
Daniel Radcliffe and Jonathan Groff
, and another for its orchestrations. It did not, however, win for Maria's direction, which made their evening bittersweet.



"My heart went into 2,000 pieces," said Sonia Friedman, who has a shelf full of Tony Awards, but just wanted recognition for her sister. She said she had to step out of the theater to collect herself. "The little sister in me was in agony for an older sister who's only ever held me and supported me."




"Winning the Tony was fantastic, for Steve and for the legacy," Maria Friedman said, but added that losing out on the best director award "was painful."




A few minutes later, the sisters went up to the stage together to collect the Tony for the production, which Sonia dedicated to Maria.



"Winning the Tony was fantastic, for Steve and for the legacy," Maria said the next day. "Losing was painful."



But she also said that, during the Tony season, she had become friends with the other nominees, and admired them all. She particularly praised Danya Taymor, who won the directing prize for a new musical, "The Outsiders." "I saw her work, and I think she absolutely deserves that," Maria said. "I don't have a feeling like I was robbed."



"Merrily," with music by Sondheim and a book by George Furth, is a reverse chronological depiction of the implosion of a three-way friendship. The revival, which ends its limited run at the Hudson Theater on July 7, is both acclaimed and profitable -- in other words, to quote a song title from the show, "It's a Hit!" This week, the Friedmans plan to capture the revival on film.



The two sisters discussed their long history with "Merrily," and their even longer history with each other, in a joint interview over steak salads at Gallaghers, a century-old theater district haunt. The late-afternoon lunch -- they had been up until the wee hours, first at a "Merrily" after-party at the Ascent Lounge, and then at a stars-plus-show tunes 
after-after party
 at the Carlyle Hotel -- had been scheduled before they knew how their evening would go.



They both said they saw the production as a tribute to Sondheim, with whom Maria had a close friendship forged through years of performing his work in England. The "Merrily" production had been planned before his death in 2021; Maria said that when he died, she thought about canceling, but was persuaded that's not what he would have wanted.




The revival, which stars Lindsay Mendez, Daniel Radcliffe and Jonathan Groff, will end its limited run at the Hudson Theater on July 7.




"As I started to work on it, in the room, I realized he hadn't gone anywhere," Maria said. "He's in every corner of this piece. He's in every molecule. And so the fact that it won best revival is beyond anything."



The two sisters are quite close. As children, Maria often looked after Sonia; as adults, Sonia has returned the favor, particularly during Maria's two bouts with cancer. They are fiercely proud of each other, and also obviously fond of each other -- whenever the conversation became emotional, each sister turned to the other for comfort. Sonia described them as "on a raft together."



Their childhood was, at best, unorthodox, and often completely neglectful -- they say that, had they been born a few decades later, they would have been placed into foster care. Their father, a prominent violinist, left around the time of Sonia's birth; their mother, a polymathic pianist, had no aptitude for or interest in parenting, and the children were largely left to fend for themselves when it came to basic things like finding food, or getting to school. They describe themselves as having been abandoned and disrespected; Maria referred to the children as "feral."



"We were four children effectively left to support each other, in every respect," Sonia said. "Our schooling was inept. We often didn't go. But what we did was make stories. We would improvise stories, and music, and dance."



By the time Sonia was 10, conditions at home were getting worse, and all three of her older siblings moved out for self-preservation -- Maria was just 15 when she left.



"There was this fissure, this tear," Sonia said. "We don't need to go into the detail of what happened in the home, but the relevant bit is that I had to lose myself in stories. I'd lost everything."



Sonia threw herself in her dollhouse, escaping into the dramas she dreamed up concerning the daily lives of her dolls. At one point, she was expelled from school for truancy; she says her life was saved by a community council that paid to send her to boarding school.




Maria Friedman, center, at the show's Tony Awards after-party at Ascent Lounge in Manhattan. 




Throughout her childhood, Sonia would tag along with Maria as the older girl got theater roles; as Maria began building a career as an actor, Sonia began imagining a life behind the scenes.



They were both enjoying some success when they first collaborated professionally, in 1994, on "Maria Friedman by Special Arrangement," a cabaret show based on songs Maria had first performed at a festival established by their father. Their brother played in the band; their father, with whom they were reconnecting as adults, was initially involved, but then died before the show transferred to the West End.



There were other joint projects over the years -- "Ragtime" in London in 2003, and "The Woman in White" on Broadway in 2005. But there was nothing like "Merrily," a show that Maria has been connected to for three decades, and which she has now directed seven times.



Maria's relationship to "Merrily" goes back to 1992, when she starred in a production in Leicester; Sondheim and Furth were both alive then, and revising their work following the Broadway disappointment.



Two decades later, Maria directed a student production of "Merrily" at a London drama school -- it was the first time she had directed anything, and when Sonia came to see it, she not only cried, but also had a moment of clarity about her sister's skill set as she watched actors devouring Maria's ideas. "Dammit -- she's a director!" Sonia recalled thinking.



Sonia saw the school production with David Babani, the artistic director of the Menier Chocolate Factory in London; the two decided to ask Sondheim for permission to mount a professional production, which he granted. That production was a success, and Maria directed subsequent productions in the West End, in Japan and in Boston before putting together the production starring Radcliffe, Groff and Lindsay Mendez, first 
Off Broadway at the New York Theater Workshop
 in 2022, and then on Broadway starting last October.



"Steve wrote a masterpiece, and I have given everything I had to it," Maria said. "I have given it my heart and soul and my thought and my brains and my experience, and it keeps giving me something."



Sonia has been with her all the way. "It's the most personal thing I've ever done," she said. "Because of the story of 'Merrily,' it forces you to look back on your life, and the choices you've made, the paths you've taken, the mistakes along the way. And if you're producing this with your sister, you can't watch it from the back of the auditorium and not track your own life through it."



The two reject the idea that they had set out to rescue the show, which Maria said would be "arrogant." Sonia said she doesn't even think of the original production as a flop, but as "a show that hadn't found its path."



But they also said that the show's intense history -- it has always had a cadre of passionate admirers, even though it hadn't quite worked -- is much more present in the United States than in England. But as they nurtured it in London, they felt the pull of New York.



"There was like this calling: Please bring 'Merrily' home," Sonia said. "It deserves to be up there, in the lights on Broadway, as a success. It needed this redemption story."



Each of them said, even after years of seeing "Merrily" performances, it continues to resonate deeply. "It's so sublime, and as we grow, I can't listen to it, I can't experience it, without having a deep, deep cathartic reaction," Sonia said.



Maria agreed, saying, "It's about a lifetime, and 'Merrily' morphs with us," she said. "It asks us, 'How did I get to be here?'"




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/18/theater/maria-sonia-friedman-merrily.html
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A Palestinian American Choreographer's Intimate, Epic 'Gathering'



Samar Haddad King's premiere at the Shed tells a layered story of trauma, dislocation and resilience.




A rehearsal for "Gathering" at the Shed.




By Candice Thompson


Jun 19, 2024


For the Palestinian American choreographer Samar Haddad King, the orange is more than a prop in her latest show. It's an entry point into her culture.



"It's one of the few fruits that you can divide into individual components without using a knife," King said, noting that oranges are symbols of livelihood and sustenance to many Palestinians. Each slice "is perfectly formed with its own casing and borders, and yet, it's just a piece of the whole."



In "Gathering: New York City," hundreds of oranges spill across the floor. The performers toss the oranges in athletic dance phrases and stack them ceremoniously on each other's prone bodies. Audience members are drawn into the play, rolling errant oranges toward the middle of the room.



"Gathering," which has its 
world premiere on Thursday
 at the Shed as part of its Open Call series, tells the fictional story of an unnamed village under siege and one woman's struggle to reconcile her fragmented memories. Though the work had been in development since before the pandemic, the Israel-Hamas war, which has gone on for several months, is now part of its subtext, lending increased resonance to its themes of trauma and dislocation -- and bringing people together.




Samar Haddad King said that dance gave her "the ability to maneuver, to see a broader vision, to hustle."




"Palestinians know how to gather -- in celebration, in mourning, in harvest," King said. "This piece started as a homage to that."



The braided stories in "Gathering" span the intimate and the epic. Samaa Wakim plays Isra, a teacher who is trying to remember what has happened to her and her family. The text, written by King, has a surreal quality that oscillates between memories of an explosion on the day of Isra's wedding and facts from science lessons she once taught. Personal revelation exists alongside the land speed of ostriches.



"There's no space or time," Wakim said about the abstract setting for the narrative, which she performs in English, her third language. "It can be everywhere, anywhere, anyone."



The performers -- a global group, who come from the Askar refugee camp in the West Bank, Jerusalem and Japan, among other places -- sing and use puppets, as well as dance. With training as diverse as their backgrounds, they bring a wide range of performing styles to King's layered narratives. The dynamic Mohammed Smahneh, for one, moves fluidly between styles, his dancing a through line that links dabke, a traditional Palestinian folk dance, and breaking.




Samaa Wakim, center, plays the lead, Isra, a teacher who is trying to remember what has happened to her and her family.




King's ability to home in on specific details that also have a universal appeal can be seen throughout her work. Now 40, she has choreographed more than 30 pieces in the past 18 years, including dances for the puppet 
Little Amal'
s walk in Lower Manhattan (2022), and 
"Last Ward
," a critically acclaimed dance theater work from the same year that also meditates on life and death.



King grew up in Huntsville, Ala., and came to New York City in 2001 for the Ailey/Fordham B.F.A. program, where she focused on choreography. She befriended another student, Zoe Rabinowitz, and together they started Yaa Samar! Dance Theater
 
just after graduation. Rabinowitz is now the executive director and a dancer in the company.



By 2007 the company was touring to dance festivals in the West Bank and Jordan. With a season at the Joyce SoHo in 2010 and a fully programmed 2011, the troupe seemed to be taking off.



But around that time, King's husband was denied entry to the United States from East Jerusalem -- a situation that King thought would be resolved in a matter of months but that instead changed the course of her life and her company.




"There's no space or time," Wakim said about the abstract setting for the show's narrative. "It can be everywhere, anywhere, anyone."




"Zoe and I had a heart-to-heart and I said, 'We can adapt,'" King said, recalling how they decided to create a decentralized model for the company that would allow her to live with her family. King and her dancers are now based in New York and in Palestinian cities.



"Dance gave me that," King added, "the ability to maneuver, to see a broader vision, to hustle. And then being Palestinian, everything changes overnight, and you have to adapt as well."



The shift meant they had to establish a remote rehearsal process. Residencies became opportunities for the company to meet in person, despite the challenges their various passports, visas, and ID cards present to international travel.



At one such residency, in March 2020 at New York University, company members were breaking open oranges and sharing them with a small audience. A few days later, Covid-19 forced them to continue the creative process apart, resulting in an interactive film, "3 x 13." Further evolutions of "Gathering" came from workshops at the Freedom Theater in the Jenin refugee camp and elsewhere. But King began to wonder whether the work would ever see the stage.



And then the Shed called. The participatory nature of King's vision matched Open Call's civic mission.



"This work is deeply rooted in identity, experience and inquiry," said Darren Biggart, who oversees Open Call. "And it has multiple entry points. It's an invitation to hold complexity, to experience joy and grief."




"This work is deeply rooted in identity, experience and inquiry," Darren Biggart, who oversees Open Call at the Shed, said of "Gathering."




A series of community events has fed into the performances, with Yaa Samar! artists teaching dabke
.
 In workshops held in April at an after-school club at the Arab-American Family Support Center in Queens and at Fort Hamilton High School in Bay Ridge, Brooklyn, teenagers joined hands to learn dabke, the social dance that King says is "used for everything: celebration, warning and resistance."



Those same winding, malleable steps with their resilient spirit permeate "Gathering."



"The tradition of our gathering and the heritage of music and dance -- it's a very rich culture," Wakim said. "And I think it's our role to preserve it, document it and share it."



For King, the gravity of the moment adds contextual layers and urgency to the work's themes. But it also deepens the symbolism she finds in the orange. She reflects on how, all too often, individual dreams become casualties, too.



"Most Palestinian artists around the globe will say they're Palestinian before they say they're artists, because it's the identity that's attacked," she said, describing that tension. "It's oftentimes 'we believe,' because of this collective energy when you're displaced. You see the erasure and deep devastation, and it's so hard to say, 'I believe.'



"While 'Gathering' is definitely a celebration of the power of the collective and community, the individual is very important."



Audience members, too, have a vital role: as participants or witnesses.



"People have the choice to switch their role," King said of the audience, "because I believe there's something about grabbing an orange and placing it on a body -- the act of doing that. But the act of seeing it is also something engrossing and heart-wrenching."
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'House of the Dragon' Season 2 Premiere: What Was That Ending About?



Fans of the George R.R. Martin books know there are two words for that tense and slightly ambiguous ending to the Season 2 premiere: "Blood and Cheese."




You've sure gone and done it now, Daemon (Matt Smith).




By Jennifer Vineyard


Jun 17, 2024


This article contains major spoilers for the Season 2 premiere of HBO's "House of the Dragon."



It may not be the Red Wedding. But "Blood and Cheese" -- as fans of the George R.R. Martin books call the closing event in 
Sunday's episode of "House of the Dragon"
 -- is likely to be a major Westeros water cooler moment. It's shocking. It's brutal. And it has a cool nickname (though viewers who haven't read the books might wonder what the heck it means).



The Season 2 premiere served up Blood and Cheese on a platter, but for those just catching up, it may be hard to be certain of what just happened. So what just happened?



Who are Blood and Cheese?



Blood (played by Sam C. Wilson) is a member of the City Watch, the security force that Daemon once headed up in King's Landing. (Blood's counterpart in the books is a former member who lost his post for killing a prostitute.) Cheese (Mark Stobbart) is a Red Keep rat catcher who enjoys snacking on dairy products as much as his quarry does. Blood and Cheese aren't referred to as such in the Season 2 premiere. Anyway their true names are lost, according to the historians of "Fire and Blood," the Martin book on which "House of the Dragon" is (mostly) based. In their spare time, these two like long walks through tunnels, loyal dogs, and murder-for-hire.



Were there signs this was coming?



Yes, plenty. Did you smell a rat in Season 1? The Red Keep wasn't infested only with rodents. It was thick with clues, too. Each time a rat scurried around the Red Keep -- visiting King Viserys (Paddy Considine), crashing a wedding, nibbling a dragon skull -- it served as foreshadowing. The creatures give us a guided tour of the castle's hidden passageways (as do, therefore, their exterminators) and a means of sneaking up on the royal family at its most vulnerable. See the rat lapping up blood at 
the wedding
 of young Rhaenyra (Milly Alcock) and Laenor (Theo Nate), one of the most heavy-handed bits of rodent symbolism since the end of "The Departed."



How did the event differ in the show from the book?



"House of the Dragon" takes great pains to show that the Blacks (Team Rhaenyra) did not intend to murder a small child in their quest for vengeance; Aemond (Ewan Mitchell) was the intended target when Daemon (Matt Smith) secretly hired the assassins. That's not the case in "Fire and Blood," which depicts an attack that is much more strategic, brutal and devastating. How so? Picture Helaena (Phia Saban) being forced to make a "Sophie's Choice" between two sons, the heir (Jaehaerys) and the spare (Maelor, not represented in the show). Or how about Blood and Cheese threatening to rape a little girl, taunting a little boy and killing some servants -- all while Alicent (Olivia Cooke), bound and gagged, is made to watch.



Why is this event significant?



Nothing says the gloves are off like beheading a baby. (OK, toddler.) Even if the assassination of an innocent child with a weird thing for Small Council stones wasn't the goal, there's really no defending it, is there? It's unnecessary. It's cruel. It's a violation of the rules of engagement. And now the tone is set for the conflict to come. An eye for an eye, a son for a son, and soon the world of Westeros will be blind with rage.
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Critic's Pick



Elden Ring: Shadow of the Erdtree Review: Faith, Meet Futility



A new tier of knights, monsters and freaks often exceeds the most demanding late-game adversaries of Elden Ring. Belief in yourself will be stretched to its limit.




The adversaries in Elden Ring's expansion casually shrug off fully upgraded spear tips and carefully honed sword edges from the original game.




By Yussef Cole


Jun 18, 2024


One of the first landmarks you'll come across in Shadow of the Erdtree is a tall, brilliantly shining cross. Intersected at its peak by a thin crescent -- most likely a representation of the Golden Order, the dark fantasy world's ruling theocracy -- it feels bluntly referential to saints and prophets and resurrections.



Shadow of the Erdtree, an expansion to the 
commercially successful
, 
critically adored
 and 
deviously demanding
 action role-playing game Elden Ring, wants to know whose faith matters. And whether having the kind of blind faith required to follow a mysterious lord into unknown lands is a good thing after all.



Expansions to FromSoftware games tend to be steep-walled gantlets, meant to provide a heightened challenge for experienced players. Shadow of the Erdtree is no different. You will be tested. Your faith in your abilities, your belief in yourself, will be stretched to its limit.



You will need to trust, against facts and experiences, that you can take on tough enemies who would readily stomp you, that you can persevere against this new crop of knights, monsters and freaks, most of whom far exceed in rigor even the most demanding of Elden Ring's late-game enemies.



The big bag of tricks I had gathered in Elden Ring felt largely useless against this new tier of adversaries, who casually shrugged off my fully upgraded spear tips and carefully honed sword edges. Collecting Scadutree fragments, an expansion-specific resource, grants you a much-needed boost in power.




The sad and beautiful shadow land is full of characters who have fled the ravaging oppression of the ruling theocracy in search of some safety and meaning.




There is a tension at the heart of most FromSoftware games, ever since 
Demon's Souls
. We are offered beautiful, awe-inspiring worlds, full of scenes of tenderness and melancholy. But these worlds also happen to be dreadful and largely inhospitable. We are trespassers in them and we must bite and claw our way to each breathtaking vista, to look out onto the misty valleys and craggy peaks ahead, doubtlessly full of terrifying nightmares all ready to tear us to bits.



As interlocutors to this grim spectacle, we must weigh our faith in ourselves -- in our desire to see things through to the end -- against the faith of a fresh cast of characters, all devoted to some extent to their newfound saint Miquella. Because of our past forays, these knights have long been vassals without lords.



In Christ-like fashion, Miquella has given up his own living form and ascended to a more heavenly position. The crosses throughout a bizarre realm wreathed in shadow mark sites where he has shed his corporeal flesh. But rather than commune with Marika, his deified mother, Miquella wants to escape the strictures and expectations of her Golden Order.



Shadow of the Erdtree inserts emotional nuance by implicating the player more forcefully than FromSoftware usually does. It doesn't feel that righteous, after all, to barrel into an undiscovered place and lay waste to its noble, magical creatures or even its largely sympathetic villains. It feels like even more of a disturbance to tear your way through this sad and beautiful shadowland, full of characters who have fled the ravaging oppression of the Golden Order in search of some safety and meaning.




Beyond the shadowy Scadutree are coastal meadows layered densely with colorful flowers, craggy peaks that crack with lightning and impossibly deep caves.




And beautiful it certainly is. Though you start out on the relatively moribund Gravesite Plains, illuminated faintly by a sickly green-yellow light cast from the shadowy Scadutree looming in the dark sky, traveling in any direction quickly diversifies the aesthetic palette.



There's the satisfying meat and potatoes of exploration at Castle Ensis, with vertiginous balustrades and winding ramparts that cross over and under themselves in impossible architectural configurations. Further out, there's the gothic, imposing keep of the lord Messmer, who wages constant war against the residents of the Shadow Realm.



Beyond these series staples are far-flung and exotic locations rich with flavor. Coastal meadows are layered densely with bright and colorful flowers. To the east, towering and craggy peaks swarm with dragons and crack with lightning. Impossibly deep caves in somber velvets and blues are rimmed with massive coffin ships of unknown origin.



Shadow of the Erdtree naturally carries over many of the things that made Elden Ring such a hit: a profound sense of scale and depth; remarkable challenges that make exploration feel tense and exciting; and stunning visual arrangements of architecture and nature.



But this expansion also has something the original game lacked. While still very much an open world, with fields to gallop across and deep canyons and caves to plunge into, Shadow of the Erdtree bends toward the layer-cake-like level design of the original 
Dark Souls
. Elden Ring's boundaries felt nearly endless, with each map segment revealing a huge undiscovered land mass. Shadow of the Erdtree covers a significant stretch of land but feels much tighter, more thoroughly honeycombed through.



What might seem like a regular hill, green with shrubbery, stones and moss, is quickly revealed to be the very top layer of a mazelike ruin dug deep into the earth. A bottomless and impassable canyon is rarely how it first appears.



The hunt for secrets can feel overwhelming. More than a few locations in the Shadow Realm, places that contain important story beats and powerful items, can be discovered only with a frustratingly obtuse progression of steps. One memorable area involves finding your way through previously flooded districts, past hidden doors and beyond unassuming statues. It can feel more like the spatial puzzle game Myst than a hack-and-slash adventure.




The expansion's bosses include the Dancing Lion, with strange human limbs poking out from beneath a flowing costume.




That being said, Shadow of the Erdtree is full of violent conflict. The boss fights are often magnificent and quite memorable, especially in their inevitable second stages. You'll be aided, more often than not, by one of the Miquella faithful, who often add a nice narrative layer to the battle by dropping angry lines before courageously rushing forward.



The prickly foes include the Dancing Lion, with strange human limbs poking out from beneath a flowing costume and a refreshing mix of tragedy and lighthearted comedy. High up in the jagged peak
,
 Balor is a nice evolution of Elden Ring's well-trodden dragon design. It takes on the mannerisms of a snarling bulldog and will quickly rush you with all the intensity of one. Along with a number of the other late-game bosses, Balor can require a significant restructuring of strategy and gear.



This is where Shadow of the Erdtree hits a familiar bottleneck, narrowing into a grueling ordeal of bosses. The healing flasks and armor you once used to soak up blows begin falling short during this crescendo of difficulty. You'll need more than a hope or a prayer.



This is where my faith in my ability to make it to the end was tested. As an expansion, Shadow of the Erdtree wants to make things challenging enough for the fiercely dedicated fan base, the kinds of people who will spend hours analyzing perfect builds or figuring out how many frames of invincibility you get based on the weight of armor.



If you're the agnostic type, if you're just here to take in the sights, it will probably be a long time before you're ready to enter that final arena. Luckily there are plenty of other things to see first. New spirit springs are locked by hidden stone cairns, which I've wasted an embarrassing amount of time trying to root out.



Maybe you won't want to match your faith against Miquella's after all. Maybe you'll see the tests laid out ahead and think better of it. That's fine too. There is nothing wrong with leaving the faithful to their devotion while moving on to greener, less shadowed pastures.



Elden Ring: Shadow of the Erdtree, which releases on Friday, was reviewed on the PlayStation 5. It will also be available on the PC, Xbox Series X|S, Xbox One and PlayStation 4.
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Critic's Notebook



She Walked in Beauty: The Subtle Seductiveness of Anouk Aimee



The French star created characters who could be fantasies or enigmas, but they always intrigued, even when she was miscast in Hollywood.




Anouk Aimee in the 1961 film "Lola," directed by Jacques Demy. She later starred in his "Model Shop" (1969).




By Glenn Kenny


Jun 18, 2024


These days it's dicey to refer to a female performer as "a thinking man's sex symbol," but back in the '60s and '70s, when such phrases were dispensed profligately, the French actress Anouk Aimee, 
who died on Tuesday
 in Paris at 92, fit the category most beautifully. A willowy brunette with high sculpted cheekbones and penetrating eyes that seemed capable of looking right through you, she was a screen goddess who wielded a thoughtfulness that held the world at arm's length, or farther.



"I didn't want to be an actress, I wanted to be a dancer," an effusive Aimee, then 80 and looking back on a career that began when she was a teen, 
told the interviewer
 Charlie Rose in 2012. Born in 1932, she studied both dance and theater in England during World War II, and by the time she met the Italian director Federico Fellini in the late 1950s, she had worked with old-school French cinema luminaries like Alexandre Astruc and Julien Duvivier. At that stage in her life, she was more reconciled to acting than in love with it. It was Fellini, she told Rose, whose attitude made her understand that one could be serious in one's work while still enjoying life.



The two characters she created for him were not infused with joie du vivre, however. In 
"La Dolce Vita" 
(1960, 
streaming on Plex
), she plays the ennui-besieged socialite Maddalena, who makes a sexual plaything of her ostensible friend and confidante Marcello, the tabloid journalist played by Marcello Mastroianni and based on Fellini's days as a magazine writer. Contemplating escaping Rome, she talks of buying an island; Marcello chides her: "Your problem is you have too much money."



"And yours is you don't have enough," she replies flatly. Then she looks up and gives him a sly, closed-mouth smile. You can see why Marcello might swallow the insult.



Three years later, in 
"81/2" 
(streaming on 
Max
, 
Criterion
 and 
Kanopy
), Fellini once again cast Mastroianni as his stand-in, this time in director mode. In the role of Guido, Mastroianni is vexed not just by a crisis of creativity but also by the galaxy of women in his life. Sandra Milo is the indolent seductress, Claudia Cardinale is Guido's ideal voluptuous virgin, Barbara Steele is a mod muse. Aimee plays Guido's estranged wife, Luisa, the good thing he can't hang onto. And while her place in his life is such that she doesn't even show up until an hour into the movie, she's the most luminous star in his cosmos -- even if Fellini often hides her light under the bushel of what seem to be a deliberately clunky pair of black-rimmed glasses.



Her performance in the title role of 1961's 
"Lola" 
(
Criterion
), the first feature by the French master of fanciful and melancholy romance, Jacques Demy, is perhaps her most extroverted. As a cabaret chanteuse in a quayside bar, she smiles when she sees a familiar face in her first scene -- an American sailor who's more than happy to give her cigarettes and vino upon their reunion -- and lights up the saloon. She later attracts the attention of a beleaguered young salaryman out of her past. She's glad to see him, too, but as is so often the case with cabaret chanteuses in quayside bars, she awaits her true love, the father of her young boy. Lola is a relative free spirit with an open heart but a sense of limits; Aimee's performance emphasizes the essential innocence, or maybe insignificance, of her flirtations. The character is a male fantasy in her work, a devoted mother in her home and ultimately maybe a mystery even to herself.



The movie that made her an international household name was Claude Lelouch's 1966 
"A Man and a Woman"
 (streaming on Kanopy). The romance was an international hit with spectacular reach. (My parents, who were not predisposed to French cinema, not only saw it, they also bought the soundtrack, highlighting Francis Lai's mega-catchy 
"da da da dada dada da" theme music
, which was a significant factor in the picture's success.) Lelouch's extravagant directorial style fused New Wave speed and Hollywood schmaltz intoxicatingly. But without the chemistry between Aimee, who plays an independent woman (a widow, she works as a film script supervisor) swept up in a passionate affair with Jean-Louis Trintignant's cool, calm and collected racecar driver (himself a widower), the rocket would not have achieved nearly so powerful an ignition as it did.



With enhanced stateside recognition came offers to work in Hollywood, which she took. Her luck with them was not great. The 1969 
"Justine"
 (not streaming), in which she starred with frequent Godard leading lady 
Anna Karina
, is mainly cited today as a deep cut among the director George Cukor's cultists. The Sidney Lumet-directed 
"The Appointment"
 (not streaming), a 1969 psychological drama co-starring Omar Sharif, has yet to find its cult.



Aimee's career was, in a sense, attended by the ghost of the German director Max Ophuls, whose graceful camera was often trained on some of cinema's most distinctive leading ladies. Her 1958 movie, 
"Les Amants du Montparnasse"
 (not streaming), a biopic about Modigliani, was being prepared by Ophuls when he died before production; the director Jacques Becker completed it. And Demy's "Lola" was inspired not just by the character made immortal by Marlene Dietrich in "The Blue Angel" but also by the courtesan chronicled in Ophuls's last completed picture, " Lola Montes."



In 
"Model Shop" 
(1969, for rent on 
most major platforms
), Demy's first American film, Aimee appears to an aimless Gary Lockwood as a vision in black and white (her head wrapped in a sheer scarf, her eyes shielded by enormous ebony shades). She provides him with something to focus on, to be sure. There's an Ophulsian order and symmetry in the shots in which Lockwood follows her on the sidewalks of Los Angeles. Her mysterious character here is named both Lola and Cecile, as was the case in Demy's 1961 film; clearly both the character and the actress had a cherished place in the director's personal mythology.



The mythology of "A Man and A Woman" was strong, too, and in 1986 came a reunion with Lelouch and Trintignant for 
"A Man and a Woman: 20 Years Later" 
(
most major platforms
). This proved a bottle in which the lightning of the first picture refused to be recaptured; what few American critics saw it, lambasted it. Aimee had made a better impression a few years earlier in 
"The Tragedy of a Ridiculous Man"
 (1981, not streaming), in which director Bernardo Bertolucci, working on a smaller scale than he was accustomed to, delivered an acerbic satire centered on the leftist kidnapping craze that rocked Italy in the '70s. Aimee played the refined, educated wife of the lumpen cheese factory owner Ugo Tognazzi, both equally flummoxed by the kidnapping of their son and the collapse of their business. Before retiring, she graced American screens in Robert Altman's fashion farce 
"Ready to Wear"
 (1994, 
Kanopy
).



She had retired when Lelouch called again, luring Trintignant out of retirement as well, for 
"The Best Years of a Life"
 (2019, not streaming). Reviewing the film from Cannes (it never received a U.S. release), the critic Guy Lodge 
wrote
 that the two stars "can still fix the camera's gaze with a single arch of the eyebrow." It would be the final film appearance for both.
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At the Ambani Wedding Celebrations, a Dazzling Display of Jewels



Emeralds almost the size of Popsicles, ropes of the rarest natural pearls and rani haar pieces studded with diamonds were throwbacks to the time of maharajahs.




Nita Ambani, wife of the billionaire industrialist Mukesh Ambani, donned an emerald-and-diamond necklace and ornate earrings at her son's prewedding celebration. 




By Guy Trebay


Jun 12, 2024


When Prime Minister Indira Gandhi of India abruptly changed her country's constitution in 1971 and abolished the Privy Purse, a government allowance for the country's former princely rulers, she also moved to nationalize their storied treasuries. Among the maharajahs, nizams and nabobs that once ruled the subcontinent, this set off a frenzy as they scurried to bury the family jewels.



For centuries, the rarity, scale and grandeur of Indian jewels was so great that many became iconic objects. Take the Patiala Necklace, a tiered ornament resembling draperies of gems. Designed by Cartier, it featured an astounding 2,930 diamonds and centered on a single rock the size of a walnut. Or consider the Indore Pears, two stupendous and closely matched diamonds owned by Maharajah Yeshwant Rao Holkar II, a glamorous westernized ruler whose kingdom was in the central Indian state of Madhya Pradesh.



Indian princely patronage long set a global standard of splendor for both artistry and ostentation in the jewel trade. Yet in the decades after the Privy Purse, most of the big rocks seemed to have vanished underground. Legend has it that members of formerly royal families stashed their jewels in Swiss vaults, pawned them on the black market or hid them in flower pots.



Bling on a royal scale largely disappeared. Or so it seemed until a fresh cadre of princes heaved into view: oligarchs. The richest of these by orders of magnitude is Mukesh Ambani, the chairman of his family's megacompany Reliance Industries. Mr. Ambani's personal fortune is 
estimated by Forbes
 at a staggering $115 billion. Despite his vast wealth, few outside India had heard of him -- that is, until March 1, when he hosted a 
three-day party
 to celebrate his son Anant's wedding in July.



Everything about the prewedding affair was on a princely scale: the guest list of 1,000, including boldface names like Mark Zuckerberg, Bill Gates and Ivanka Trump; a glass palace specially constructed in the Ambani's hometown, Jamnagar, in the western state of Gujarat; and Rihanna's first public performance in years.



Rihanna's reported $6 million payday hogged the headlines, but what lit up at least one obsessive corner of the internet was the Ambani jewelry. This included necklaces and earrings and rings and hair ornaments of a size and grandeur seldom seen publicly since the days of the Raj.



"It was almost like the time of maharajahs 100 years down the line," said Pramod Kumar, an archivist and a founder of the museum consultancy EKA. He is also keeper of 
topophilia.india
, an erudite Instagram account that is catnip for Indophile aesthetes.



Mr. Kumar's sleuth work traced a possible source of the two most gobsmacking gems seen at the Ambani prewedding celebration: massive step-cut Colombian emeralds roughly the size of Popsicles. Draped one below the other as pendants to a diamond necklace, they were worn one evening by the bridegroom's mother, Nita Ambani. The bigger one was "of 562 carats," Mr. Kumar wrote in 
an Instagram post
, adding that the weight of the smaller stone was a mere 303 carats. 



Whatever their source, those emeralds were just two among many gems on display throughout an event at which the jewels often had greater star power than their wearers.



"That emerald necklace was what caught everyone's attention at first, but it was all almost unfathomable," said Stellene Volandes, the editor in chief of Town & Country. She noted the scarcity represented by ropes of the rarest natural pearls from the Arabian Sea; necklaces in the heavy, ornate rani haar style studded with diamonds; and headpieces known as maang tikka, made with deep green emeralds from the storied Muzo mines.



"You'd be very hard-pressed to find comparables for the sheer size and horsepower" of the jewels at the Ambani prewedding party, said Nico Landrigan, the president of the Verdura jewelry house in New York. "The Indians are a jewelry-obsessed culture in a category all their own. So you can only imagine what the actual wedding will bring out."



Before the wedding, scheduled for July 10-12 in Mumbai, there was yet another lavish preparatory celebration and opportunity to flaunt big rocks -- a cruise from the Tyrrhenian Sea in Palermo, Italy, to the Mediterranean in Cannes, France, on an ocean liner whose 2,400 staterooms had been retrofitted for the Ambanis as three-bedroom suites for 800 invited guests. "Basically, what the Ambanis are doing is displaying a kind of old-style Hollywood glam," said Mr. Kumar of EKA. "You don't see that with any other current billionaire moguls in Europe or America, at least not in the public realm."



For Daniela Mascetti, the former chairwoman of Sotheby's jewelry division in Europe and an author of "Understanding Jewelry," a bible of the trade, the group more aptly compared to the Ambanis is the robber barons of the Industrial Age. "You have to look back to Vanderbilt or Gould, who also wanted big door-stoppers," Ms. Mascetti said from London. "Let's put it in a nice way," she added. "If you are new money and you want to display wealth, you go big."



Yet it is not altogether that simple. Certain Ambani jewels were crafted using the whopper stones, but that is not to suggest that the determining factor in commissioning them was size. "There is tremendous artistry in the work," said Ms. Volandes of Town & Country.



Much of the Ambani jewels were designed by Viren Bhagat, among the more refined high jewelers, though also an assiduously private one. More than the size of individual stones like the stepped-cut emeralds, few save a detective like Mr. Kumar could predict their origins.



"Being one-off is of the greatest importance in that world," Francesca Amfitheatrof, the creative director of high jewelry and watches at Louis Vuitton, said recently from St.-Tropez, France, where she was debuting her latest collection.



"To be able to source things that are so unique and outstanding, honestly, only an emperor has that possibility anymore," she said. "It's completely maharajah-like. It's imperial."
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Stop-and-Shop the Runways



If you're just looking (but not buying), there's pleasure in creating an imaginary wardrobe from the men's wear catwalks at Gucci, Fendi, JW Anderson, Ralph Lauren and Tod's.




Ralph Lauren presented his spring 2025 men's collection at his palazzo in Milan.




By Guy Trebay


Jun 18, 2024


Wanting what we do not need (and what, in a biblical sense, is not ours) is at the core of luxury-goods consumption. And want, more than anything more evolved or cerebral, was the emotion stimulated by the men's wear shows in Milan this season. Does the world require a linen field jacket with Breton stripes or a navy blazer made from terry cloth piped in white or a safari jacket styled as evening wear and worn with Gurkha trousers and a slightly ludicrous shawl collar waistcoat? It does not.



Yet viewing this stuff at a Ralph Lauren Purple Label presentation at the designer's elegant palazzo here spurred an irresistible fantasy in this viewer to inhabit a sphere in which Chris Pine is seen wandering through a drawing room in high Gatsby drag, and Colman Domingo is observed resting an elbow, clad in a double-breasted navy suit jacket, on a marble mantelpiece, and Usher saunters by wearing many shades of taupe, a loose-weave sweater casually knotted across his shoulders.



This did, in fact, happen. But though it was in no sense the real world, it was an indication of what fashion is intended for. That is -- as nobody has ever understood better than Mr. Lauren -- to transport us from our real circumstances.



"Dressing for me has always been an adventure," Mr. Lauren said in preshow press notes.



Name the person who, while trying on clothes at a store (remember those?), does not temporarily depart from sanity and venture into some unlikely scenario. In one dream scene you are that colleague sauntering into work nonchalantly laying waste to the office competition by wearing, say, one of Silvia Venturini Fendi's gloriously nothing balmacaan coats in muted madras-cloth patterns.



Or are you that guy in a wonderfully engineered trapeze jacket the color of port wine by Sabato De Sarno at Gucci who coolly strolls into Balthazar? (Is this the place to mention that, despite rumors of Mr. De Sarno's imminent departure from the label, he more than held his dignified own? This against the provocative backdrop of his predecessor at Gucci, Alessandro Michele, having unexpectedly dropped a first collection as creative director of Valentino titled "Avant le Debut," of well over 100 resort looks so frilly and granny and echt-Gucci that some wags termed the collection Vucci.)



Or are you that person styling your hair in shoe-blacked spikes and putting on a khaki JordanLuca flasher coat to show the cookie-cutter Dimes Square stereotypes -- in their Etsy-adjacent Bode or earnest Evan Kinori workwear -- how it's really done?



Or, finally, are you that plus one at a Julia Fox dinner at Jean's wearing an oversize JW Anderson quilted bomber with a floating hem, barelegged but for a pair of lace-up boots? Slay the house down, as the ballroom children say.



Unseemly emotions are the underbelly of fashion desire. The critic Anne Hollander pointed out long ago that we must, of course, dress to cover our nakedness. Beyond that, there are agendas. RuPaul said it another way: You're born naked, and the rest is drag. On my imaginary shopping trip through the Milan collections, with an agenda of being imaginarily more stylish than I in truth am, I was assisted by David Farber, the men's fashion director of T: The New York Times Style Magazine.



It was Mr. Farber who guided me through Matteo Tamburini's confident men's wear debut as the creative director of Tod's, choosing for me an elegant all-purpose trench coat to be worn over an untucked pocketed work shirt and a pair of white denim jeans in Goldilocks-perfect proportions: not too wide and not too lean. Have them wrapped and sent.



"I'm a pragmatist," Mr. Tamburini said. "I look for solutions."



Brunello Cucinelli does, too. It so happens that the people for whom he is providing solutions could buy and sell most of us 1,000 times over. Objectively speaking, it does not matter. In the same way that fashion insiders go bananas for Phoebe Philo's nothing-looking designs or that hedge-fund types will pay a fortune for the anonymous and yet perfectly judged, Zoran-inspired garments from the Row, Brunello Cucinelli sets standards of not only taste but consumption.



We have established that 
"quiet luxury"
 is about as subtle as a bullhorn. Still, Mr. Cucinelli's collection, as much as anything on view in Milan, made it plain that if you have "Succession" money, you would do well to follow where he leads.



"I was remembering 'Miami Vice,'" Mr. Cucinelli said at his preview, held in the gilded salon of Napoleon's onetime bolt-hole, the Palazzo Serbelloni. What he meant was, essentially, that moment when linen suits in so-called tropical colors signified to American consumers the epitome of Medellin kingpin-era cool. Mr. Cucinelli provides his version of Giorgio Armani pastels apparently beloved of Miami drug lords. That in itself went a long way toward keeping his presentation, and his label, oddly relevant for his owner-class clientele.



Mr. Cucinelli's color palette happened to be toned down 1,000 decibels from the brash hues of Don Johnson's heyday. That is to say, he showed linen suits with wide lapels in double- and one-and-a-half-breasted styles, unlined and slouchy yet so delectably louche one would go willingly into credit card debt to possess them. And isn't that, in the end, the luxury-goods sucker punch?
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By Design



In Milan, a Maximalist Home With a Shower Shaped Like a Bird Cage



The Italian architect and designer Roberto Gerosa has converted a disused wood shop into a live-work space where his imagination can run wild.



By Laura May Todd


Jun 15, 2024


With a hand-rolled cigarette pinched between his fingers, the architect and designer Roberto Gerosa, 71, is rushing around his house, a cavernous former lumber workshop in Milan's residential Villapizzone district, pointing out his favorite objects. In the corner that serves as his office, he presents a 13-foot-tall gilded column that was once part of a 19th-century theater set.
 
Against a nearby wall is a wooden bookcase heaving with bolts of vivid fabrics: glossy heirloom brocades, pinstriped cottons and his most recent acquisition, from a tour of markets in Provence, a 19th-century paisley cashmere shawl that he plans to repurpose for a client's upholstered headboard.
 
In the guest bathroom is a birdcage-shaped metal shower stall of his own design painted Yves Klein blue and crowned with a bouquet of ostrich feathers.



Gerosa moved into the 2,100-square-foot space, which has a basement studio of the same size, in 2020, in search of a place where he could both live and work. "But I didn't want to make a typical architect's loft," he says. "That's not my style." Instead, he's created a warm, irreverent home and atelier that speaks to a lifetime of collecting and curating forgotten objects. The layout of the single-story building -- which is open save for the guest suite at the back and the primary bedroom at the front -- allows Gerosa to keep his various passions at his fingertips. In the span of a few moments, he might arrange flowers in the kitchen, pull reference books off the shelves in the office, then disappear into the workshop, where he resuscitates vintage furniture.




Gerosa made the kitchen island from a wooden door he found when he moved into the building. Above it hangs a brass pendant lamp of his own design.




Over the past several decades, Gerosa has earned a reputation reimagining homes for members of Milan's bohemian aristocracy. He is often called in once a drafty Venetian palazzo or opulent city pied-a-terre has been tidily renovated and needs an injection of elegance and patina. "When I enter a room, I can see it transform," says Gerosa. The finished spaces are dramatic and whimsical, filled with custom furniture, abundant greenery and patterned vintage textiles from his vast collection. In a stately apartment in Milan, he hung lace curtains along the walls, topping them with antique framed etchings and festooning the windows with gold-colored taffeta. He left a villa in Sicily mostly spare and whitewashed but accented the foyer with an antique pommel horse and sculptures of donkeys made from woven jute. "I have nothing against modernity," he says. "It just doesn't belong to me or my taste."



Gerosa grew up in Albenga, a seaside village on Italy's northwestern Mediterranean coast, where his family owned a construction business. "I was born in a building site," he says. "I was playing in the sand with all the workers." At 18, he left home to study architecture in Florence, where he met his former wife, the artist Camilla d'Afflitto, who died in 2020, and welcomed two daughters, Alice, now 40 and an academic, and Angelica, now 39 and an illustrator. In the 1990s, Gerosa spent a period in New York, where he made his name designing sculptural lamps. Nearly 40 years later, he still makes lighting in brass, stone, paper and other found materials by hand in his atelier.



Upstairs, lamps also dominate almost every corner of the living space. They hang from the ceiling and peer down from the tops of walls. In the entranceway, a cloud-shaped Tuscan alabaster sconce by Gerosa washes the stark white paint with a pinkish glow. His earliest pieces, from the 1990s -- among them, a six-foot-wide star that is now suspended beside the kitchen window -- were fashioned out of parchment and copper wire. "I like using rough and industrial materials, trying to turn them into something beautiful," he says. Recent creations, including a table lamp with a crudely cut-out face and zip ties resembling spiky green hair, showcase his interest in fiberglass.



Pieces of furniture Gerosa made in the 1990s and 2000s for Milan's Eclectica Gallery, one of Europe's first collectible design galleries, are also scattered around the house. He keeps an 11-foot-long midnight blue velvet version of his 2001 Eclectica couch, a mix between a Regency-style sofa and a daybed embroidered with scrolled detailing on the backrest, in the sitting area opposite an ornately carved 19th-century Chinese wedding bed that belonged to his wife. There's a smaller gold version in the guest room between an antique Indian copper bed and a wall of d'Afflitto's abstract paintings.



Though the house may seem charmingly chaotic, there's a method to its madness. "If you have a lumber workshop like this, you can't transform it into Versailles," says Gerosa. "To bring out the atmosphere of a space, you have to understand it." At night, when the dozens of lamps are lit, the home is particularly inviting. He cooks often for friends -- sometimes risotto with radicchio, or a Thai-style chicken with ginger -- and his dining table, a massive wooden workbench from a weaving mill, is deliberately low and surrounded by armchairs. They're more comfortable than traditional dining chairs, he insists, so a conversation can last well into the night. "I'm not designing for taste," he says. "I'm designing for life."
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Is That Dog Actually a ... Human?



TikTok is onto goldendoodles, the designer dog breed that is a cross between golden retriever and poodle, noting that they exhibit quite a few person-like qualities.








By Jessica Roy


Jun 11, 2024


He sits forlornly on a floating staircase, his body slightly slumped and his limbs in his lap, gazing out floor-to-ceiling windows into the summer foliage beyond. He seems to be contemplating something -- perhaps the meaning of life itself -- as the camera shifts around to the front to reveal his true condition. He's not a man; he's a goldendoodle.



This video, taken by the dog's owner, Lawrence Skutelsky, is captioned "Trying to find the zipper on my goldendoodle after this," and it has been viewed on TikTok more than 87 million times. Posted on May 24, it joined a pantheon of similar videos from other goldendoodle owners documenting the humanlike behavior of their pets -- and prompted a host of new additions to the genre.



Naturally, many viewers on TikTok are now joking that dogs -- particularly goldendoodles, a designer breed that is a cross between a golden retriever and a poodle -- may actually be people trapped in dog bodies.



"Does anybody else's dog sit on them like a literal human child or is it just mine?" Chloe Covington asked in a video she posted last year with her goldendoodle, Gemma, 
sitting upright
 on her lap. Others have shared clips of goldendoodles 
sitting on the stairs
 like Mr. Skutelsky's dog or 
standing like a person
.



Back in 2020, a woman named Molly Dolan, who lives in Charleston, S.C., posted a video of her goldendoodle 
walking upright
 on two hind legs across the entire street -- and it has been viewed about 6.5 million times to date.



Mr. Skutelsky, a 22-year-old New Yorker who works for his family's flooring business, said he took the video of his 1-year-old goldendoodle, Brady, when he was visiting his parents' house in the suburbs. It was the first time he'd ever seen Brady sit like that, he said in an interview, but it wasn't the first time he'd noticed the dog acting like a human.



"I came home the other day from the office and he was, like, literally laying in my bed, under the covers," Mr. Skutelsky said.



Corrine Gearhart, a 43-year-old professional dog trainer who specializes in doodle breeds, described goldendoodles as "uniquely sensitive."



"They can read us so well and that, in part, comes from the poodle side, which is really sensitive and intelligent," said Ms. Gearhart, whose business, the Doodle Pro, is based in Denver. The golden side is "just friendliness," she added.



She said she thought these goldendoodle personality traits might make it easier for their owners to anthropomorphize (or attribute human traits to) them, even more so than owners of other breeds do. When we notice aspects of dogs that remind us of ourselves, she said, "I think that helps us have compassion for them." 



Many commenters on TikTok say it's not just the doodles' body language that reads as human; it's their eyes. (Doodle eyes tend to look similar to ours, with large irises and expressive eyebrows.) "Does your dog have normal eyes or does your dog have strangely human eyes that make you think he's trapped the soul of a human person inside of his body?" asked one TikTok user named Nolan in 
a sound that went viral
. Upon seeing a 
compilation of doodles
 with abnormally expressive eyes, another commenter joked, "Yep ....I'm getting a cat."



"Yeah, their eyes are freakishly human for sure," Mr. Skutelsky, Brady's owner, acknowledged. "When I look at him, sometimes, I don't know, it's like he's trying to say something."



After training hundreds of goldendoodles, Ms. Gearhart said, she has found them to be very expressive with their faces. "I can't tell you the scientific reasons, but I can tell you just anecdotally, they're more prone to connected eye contact with us when communicating," she said.



In 2019, scientists 
studied the eyebrow muscles
 and movements of dogs and compared them with those of wolves. They found that "domestication transformed the facial muscle anatomy of dogs specifically for facial communication with humans," perhaps giving them a more recognizably "human" set of facial expressions.



TikTok users are a rapt audience for animals (and human babies) displaying the sentience of adult humans. In addition to the influx of goldendoodles acting like people, there was the "
fully conscious
" baby, a 1-year-old named Kate with an enthusiasm for the Four Seasons Orlando who many thought was far beyond her years.



"Everyone was saying, 'Brady's the Four Seasons Orlando Dog,'" Mr. Skutelsky said.



Though she acknowledged goldendoodles' humanlike traits, Ms. Gearhart said owners and fans of the breed shouldn't get carried away, as they might risk misinterpreting what their dogs are really trying to tell them. For example, she said, a dog may pull his lips back and show his teeth in what may look like a smile, but such behavior is more typically an expression of fear or aggression.



"It's important for us to still understand dog body language and not completely apply our human behaviors and expectations to them," she said.
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The actress Kara Young stood surrounded by admirers inside David Geffen Hall at Lincoln Center around 1 a.m. on Monday morning, fielding a swarm of well-wishers after winning her first Tony Award, for featured actress in the comedy "Purlie Victorious." Her older brother hovered close by and periodically fanned out the train of her lime chiffon dress.



Branden Jacobs-Jenkins, the 39-year-old playwright who penned the night's best play revival, the searing family drama "Appropriate" -- and a fellow first-time Tony winner -- was next in line to compliment Ms. Young and her gown from the designer Bibhu Mohapatra.



"This is a forever iconic Tonys look," Mr. Jacobs-Jenkins told the actress. "When we're like 70 years old, they're going to show you in this."



It was a flash forward on a night when, for many of the 
Tony Award winners
, anything seemed possible. All eight of the acting honorees, across plays and musicals, earned their 
first-ever Tony wins
 on Sunday -- some for their first major Broadway role or their first nomination, others after four decades in the theater.



"There are so many people who are like me," said Kecia Lewis, a first-time winner for her role as a piano teacher in the coming-of-age musical "Hell's Kitchen," based on the life and music of Alicia Keys. She described at the party those "who have been toiling and doing their best, loving what they do, knowing that they're pretty good at it, but feeling unseen." (Ms. Lewis made her Broadway debut 40 years ago, when she was 18, in the musical "Dreamgirls.")



Hundreds of nominees and attendees filled four floors at the after-party around 11 p.m. at David Geffen Hall, which sits across the plaza from the David H. Koch Theater at Lincoln Center, where the ceremony was held.



Shaina Taub and Justin Peck clutched their newly minted trophies -- Ms. Taub with two, for both the book and score of the Hillary Clinton-backed "Suffs," and Mr. Peck with the choreography award for the dance-centric "Illinoise." Elle Fanning of "Appropriate" caught up with her cast; Jessica Lange, Shoshana Bean and Steven Skybell, all acting nominees that evening, lingered outside near the bar overlooking the plaza.




After the Tony Awards at David H. Koch Theater at Lincoln Center, nominees and attendees filled David Geffen Hall. 




"I've never been more excited about anything," said Sarah Paulson, 
who won best actress in a play
 for her performance as an elder sister intent on protecting her father's legacy in "Appropriate." She started her career in the theater, and now that she was back onstage, she added: "I just feel like I don't want to do anything else. You guys are probably going to get sick of me."



Soon, she had tracked down one of the last veggie burgers at the party's Shake Shack counter.



Ms. Paulson, Ms. Young, Will Brill of the behind-the-music play "Stereophonic" and Jeremy Strong of the Ibsen classic "An Enemy of the People" took home acting trophies for plays. The acting awards for roles in musicals were split between performers from "Hell's Kitchen" and the Stephen Sondheim flop-turned-hit "Merrily We Roll Along," the night's best musical revival.



By 1:30 a.m., many of the nominees had left the official after-party and arrived at the Carlyle Hotel on the Upper East Side, where the theater publicist 
Rick Miramontez
 was hosting his famed late-night bash for several hundred guests with the producer John Gore.



"This space is so gorgeous," said Amber Iman, a nominee for her performance as the model Rafaela in "Lempicka," as she edged her way up a set of stairs to the bar in a sequined bandeau top and long green skirt.



As waiters in white coats circled with trays of shrimp cocktails, sliders, French fries and champagne, partygoers paired off in corners.




Ms. Young changed her look for the Carlyle party. 




Jim Parsons and Celia Keenan-Bolger, both nominees for their performances as teenage siblings in Paula Vogel's family drama "Mother Play," huddled in a banquette. Jesse Tyler Ferguson, who had presented the Tony for actor in a featured role in a play to Mr. Brill of "Stereophonic," walked over to greet them.



Nearby was Ali Louis Bourzgui, 24, who made his Broadway debut this season as the titular character in "The Who's Tommy," Pete Townshend and Des McAnuff's rock-opera-turned-musical. He had just attended his first Tony Awards, where he and the musical's cast had performed "Pinball Wizard" with The Who's Mr. Townshend, who wrote the music and co-wrote the book of the musical.



"It was one of the most exhilarating experiences of my life," said Mr. Bourzgui, his eyes growing wide.




The pianist Billy Stritch performing at the Carlyle Hotel during the after-party.




Soon, the theater producer Jordan Roth arrived in a sheer black floral gown and a matching crown, and Eddie Redmayne, in a tuxedo with a cape-like detail, darted upstairs to the bar. Camille A. Brown, who was nominated for best choreography for "Hell's Kitchen," held her feathered ivory strapless gown aloft as she tried to squeeze into a lounge area.



Dylan Mulvaney, the influencer, said hello to Mr. Brill, who had just won his first Tony Award, for his role as the bass player Reg in "Stereophonic."



"You were fabulous tonight," said Ms. Mulvaney, who wore a long white gown with feathers.



"It's cool that they let us -- that they relented," Mr. Brill said. (The producers of the Tony Awards had initially denied the cast of "Stereophonic," a play that features live music, the opportunity to perform on the telecast before 
changing the plan
 last week.)




The actor Eddie Redmayne, who currently stars in "Cabaret."





The theater producer Jordan Roth.




As the night wore on, attendees continued to trickle into the hotel bar from the ceremony, with Alex Edelman, the comedian and fresh winner of a special Tony Award; Ashley Park, the theater actress known onscreen for her role in "Emily in Paris"; Mr. Townshend; Ms. Paulson; and Ariana DeBose, who had hosted the ceremony for the third straight year, joining the crowd.



"Thank you, thank you, thank you," said Ms. DeBose, who was soon unable to move more than few inches without being mobbed by admirers.



Just past 3 a.m., Jonathan Groff, who won his first Tony for best leading actor in a musical for "Merrily We Roll Along," headed to the bar and led a rendition of a Sondheim standard from the show, "Old Friends."




The actor Will Brill.




His co-star Daniel Radcliffe and Mr. Radcliffe's longtime girlfriend, the actress Erin Darke, watched from their perch on a banquette as they greeted well-wishers. (Mr. Radcliffe had also just won his first Tony Award for "Merrily," for his performance as the composer Charley Kringas.)



Then the pianist Billy Stritch started in on the rousing chords of "New York, New York," the John Kander and Fred Ebb tune made famous by Frank Sinatra. Soon the whole room, which included Eva Noblezada ("The Great Gatsby") and Andrew R. Butler ("Stereophonic"), was belting along to the anthem for city dreamers.



"Start spreadin' the news, I'm leavin' today ..."



Mr. Groff danced alongside the piano, growing progressively louder with each verse, until it was time for the finale.



"If I can make it there, I'll make it anywhere/ It's up to you, New York, Neeeeeeew York."
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Public Safety Alert

Massachusetts State 911 Dept:
Massachusetts 9-1-1 SERVICES are
currently down Statewide. Delays in
public safety response may occur.
CALL local Public Safety business line
directly if you or others are having an

emergency. More information will be
provided when available.






feed_0/article_1/images/img3_u6.jpg
Q QLED 8K





feed_4/article_17/images/img1_u11.jpg





feed_0/article_1/images/img1_u62.jpg





feed_0/article_1/images/img2_u35.jpg





feed_4/article_7/images/img1_u33.jpg





feed_4/article_15/images/img1_u52.jpg





feed_0/article_0/images/img1_u17.jpg





feed_0/article_11/images/img3_u27.jpg





feed_0/article_11/images/img4_u20.jpg





feed_0/article_11/images/img2_u13.jpg





feed_0/article_17/images/img5.jpg
o

SR AR b G A






feed_0/article_17/images/img1_u10.jpg





feed_0/article_17/images/img3_u24.jpg





feed_4/article_0/images/img4_u15.jpg





feed_0/article_17/images/img4_u8.jpg





feed_4/article_0/images/img1_u45.jpg





feed_0/article_17/images/img2_u2.jpg





feed_4/article_0/images/img2_u4.jpg





feed_0/article_17/images/img6_u6.jpg





feed_4/article_0/images/img3_u4.jpg





feed_4/article_19/images/img1_u19.jpg





feed_4/article_1/images/img1_u13.jpg





feed_0/article_13/images/img2_u20.jpg





feed_0/article_15/images/img1_u1.jpg





feed_0/article_15/images/img4_u1.jpg





feed_0/article_15/images/img5_u12.jpg





feed_0/article_15/images/img2_u11.jpg





feed_0/article_15/images/img3_u25.jpg





feed_0/article_11/images/img1_u44.jpg





feed_0/article_11/images/img5_u1.jpg





feed_4/article_3/images/img1_u57.jpg





feed_4/article_16/images/img1_u72.jpg





feed_4/article_18/images/img2_u18.jpg





feed_4/article_14/images/img1_u15.jpg
o






feed_4/article_18/images/img3_u26.jpg





feed_4/article_18/images/img1_u71.jpg





