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Elections 2024 live updates: Biden heading to Camp David for debate preparations
Live updates from the 2024 campaign trail, with the latest news on presidential candidates, polls, primaries and more.
By Maegan Vazquez, Mariana Alfaro, Amy B Wang, Patrick Svitek, Azi Paybarah, Nicole Markus, Meryl Kornfield, Marianne LeVine, Theodoric Meyer, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Dylan Wells, Philip Bump, Ann Marimow, Laura Vozzella, Gregory S. Schneider, Michael Scherer, Dan Diamond, Caroline Kitchener | 2024-06-20
President Biden is heading Thursday to Camp David, the presidential retreat in western Maryland, where he is expected to engage in preparations for his high-stakes debate next week with former president Donald Trump. Independent presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr. did not gain ballot access in enough states to qualify for the June 27 event being hosted by CNN in Atlanta.
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Ex-Pr. George's councilman Mel Franklin charged with embezzling campaign funds
Franklin, who served on the council for 14 years, abruptly resigned his seat last week before the charges against him were announced.
By Katie Mettler, Lateshia Beachum, Jasmine Hilton | 2024-06-20

From left, Prince George's County Council members Calvin Hawkins, Mel Franklin and Edward Burroughs attend a council meeting in February. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


Former Prince George's County council member Jamel "Mel" Franklin has been charged in a felony fraud scheme in which authorities say he embezzled at least $130,000 of his campaign funds to pay for personal expenses, including his rent, loans and cosmetic procedures for him and a close friend.
The scheme included falsifying information on reports filed with the State Board of Elections, according to the Maryland Office of State Prosecutor, which announced the charge Thursday.
Franklin, who most recently served as an at-large Prince George's County Council member, did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
Franklin, a practicing attorney, abruptly resigned Friday from his seat after serving on the council for nearly 14 years. He joined the all-Democratic council in December 2010, serving two full terms representing District 9 until December 2018, when he became an at-large council member.
This is a developing story and will be updated.
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The biggest 2024 Supreme Court rulings so far, and what's still to come
We're tracking decisions in the biggest cases before the Supreme Court in 2024 -- what has been decided and what is still to come. See the latest.
By Ann Marimow, Nick Mourtoupalas, Tobi Raji | 2024-06-20
In a Supreme Court term that coincides with the 2024 presidential campaign season, the justices are at the center of many of the nation's most politically sensitive debates. At the top of the list: whether former president Donald Trump can be prosecuted for his efforts to remain in power after the 2020 election, and a challenge to a key element of the criminal charges that Trump faces related to his efforts to overturn Joe Biden's victory.
Also this term, abortion is back at the court, with one case still pending that involves emergency abortion care at hospitals. In another, the justices unanimously decided to maintain access to the widely used abortion medication mifepristone. Several cases challenge the power of federal agencies, long a target of conservatives concerned about what they consider unaccountable government bureaucrats.
Gun rights and state laws restricting social media companies from removing certain political posts or accounts are in the mix, as well.
Here's a look at the major cases that have yet to be decided. And, below that, the biggest decisions of the term so far.
Trump v. United States
Oral argument: Held April 25.
What's at stake: Whether Trump is immune from prosecution for his alleged efforts to stay in power by overturning Joe Biden's election victory.
Background: Trump's unprecedented claim that presidents cannot be criminally charged for acts they undertook while in the White House will directly impact whether he goes on trial in D.C. on election-obstruction charges. It could also affect his separate trials in Florida and Georgia. At oral argument, the justices appeared ready to say Trump can be prosecuted but rule in a way that requires more pretrial action from lower courts, further delaying his stalled trial in the nation's capital.
Fischer v. U.S.
Oral argument: Held April 16
What's at stake: Whether prosecutors properly charged hundreds of Jan. 6 defendants and Trump using a law that makes it a crime to obstruct or impede an official proceeding -- in this case, the disruption of Congress's certification of Biden's 2020 election victory.
Background: The case concerns whether a law written in the wake of the Enron scandal, which involved document-shredding by the company's accountants, can be used to prosecute some of the Jan. 6 rioters. At oral argument, the court appeared deeply divided, with several conservatives quite skeptical of the government's decision to charge participants under the law.

Pro-Trump protesters attempt to tear down a police barricade during a rally to contest the certification of the 2020 presidential election results at the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021. (Shannon Stapleton/Reuters)


U.S. v. Rahimi
Oral argument: Held Nov. 7.
What's at stake: Whether a law disarming individuals subject to domestic-violence protective orders violates the Second Amendment.
Background: At oral argument in November, the justices seemed poised to allow the ban on gun possession for people who are subject to domestic-violence protective orders. Such a decision would be among the first to show the limits of New York State Rifle & Pistol Assoc. v. Bruen, the court's historic 2022 decision expanding the rights of gun owners. It requires the government to point to historical analogues when defending gun restrictions.
Idaho v. U.S.
Oral argument: Held April 24.
What's at stake: Whether a federal law requiring emergency care means ER doctors in states with strict abortion bans must nevertheless terminate pregnancies in certain non-life-threatening circumstances, such as if a woman's future fertility may be at risk.
Background: After the Supreme Court eliminated the nationwide right to abortion in 2022, the Biden administration turned to a Medicare law as a narrow way to challenge state-level abortion bans in federal court. The Emergency Medical Treatment and Active Labor Act requires hospitals receiving Medicare funds to treat or transfer patients with emergency medical conditions regardless of ability to pay. At oral argument, the conservative justices expressed skepticism that the law requires hospitals to provide emergency abortion care in states with strict bans on the procedure.
NetChoice, LLC v. Paxton and Moody v. NetChoice, LLC
Oral argument: Held Feb. 26.
What's at stake: Whether the First Amendment allows states to restrict social media companies from removing certain political posts or accounts.
Background: At oral argument, justices seemed skeptical that the First Amendment permits state governments to set rules for how social media companies such as Facebook and YouTube curate content. Even as justices expressed concern about the power of the platforms over public debate, a majority appeared likely to block Texas and Florida laws passed in 2021. The court's review of the laws is the highest-profile examination to date of allegations that Silicon Valley companies illegally censor conservative viewpoints.
Murthy v. Missouri
Oral argument: Held March 18.
What's at stake: Whether the Biden administration violated the First Amendment in its contacts with social media companies about public health and election misinformation.
Background: At oral argument, the justices seemed poised to reject the Republican-led effort to sharply limit the federal government from pressuring social media companies to remove harmful posts and misinformation from their platforms. Republican attorneys general in Louisiana and Missouri initiated the lawsuit, which raised significant and novel questions about how free-speech protections apply online.
Loper Bright Enterprises v. Raimondo and Relentless, Inc. v. Dept. of Commerce
Oral argument: Held Jan. 17.
What's at stake: Whether courts must continue to defer to the reasonable interpretations of agency officials enforcing ambiguous federal statutes. Conservatives concerned about the power of the administrative state want to limit the discretion of agency officials and allow courts to interpret laws regulating the environment, the workplace, public health and financial markets.
Background: The court is being asked to overturn a long-standing precedent that set the framework for evaluating agency action known as "Chevron deference," from a 1984 case, Chevron U.S.A. v. Natural Resources Defense Council. While the Supreme Court has not invoked Chevron in recent years, lower courts still rely on it. The court's conservative majority seemed inclined during argument to overturn or significantly scale back Chevron, which could weaken the government's ability to regulate vast swaths of American life.

Skipper Patrick Quinn works aboard the Retriever while docked at a Norpel facility with a boat full of herring in New Bedford, Mass., on Jan. 3. The fish are at the center of the regulatory oversight case. (Joe Lamberti for The Washington Post)


Securities and Exchange Commission v. Jarkesy
Oral argument: Held Nov. 29.
What's at stake: Whether in-house legal proceedings used by the Securities and Exchange Commission to discipline those accused of committing fraud are unconstitutional.
Background: A lower court ruled the SEC's in-house tribunals violate the Constitution's Seventh Amendment right to a jury trial, that Congress exceeded its power in allowing such tribunals and that the job security provided to administrative law judges who hear such cases infringed on the executive branch's prerogatives. A broad decision could cast doubt on the work administrative law judges do across the federal government, but the justices critical of the SEC procedures seemed to be looking for a more narrow resolution during oral argument.
Harrington v. Purdue Pharma
Oral argument: Held Dec. 4.
What's at stake: The legality of a proposed Purdue Pharma bankruptcy plan that would allocate billions of dollars to help ease the nation's opioid crisis but shield the family that owns the company from future lawsuits.
Background: The legal issue before the court is whether, according to federal bankruptcy laws, the Sackler family can be spared from future opioid-related litigation by those who do not consent to give up their rights to sue. Purdue attorneys and the vast number of parties that agreed to the deal see it as the best hope of ending years of legal disputes and recovering at least a portion of their claims. The Justice Department opposes the plan and says another settlement could be worked out that doesn't necessarily involve releases or bankruptcy.
City of Grants Pass, Oregon v. Gloria Johnson
Oral argument: Held April 22.
What's at stake: Whether state and local officials can punish homeless individuals for camping and sleeping in public spaces when shelter beds are unavailable.
Background: A lower court declared it unconstitutional to enforce anti-camping laws against homeless individuals when they have nowhere else to sleep. Democratic leaders in cities on the West Coast say the ruling has made it more difficult to address safety and public health risks created by tents and makeshift structures. At oral argument, the justices expressed concern about punishing homeless people for sleeping outside when they have nowhere else to go, while also struggling with how to ensure local and state leaders have flexibility to deal with the growing number of unhoused individuals nationwide.
Ohio v. EPA, Kinder Morgan Inc. v. EPA, American Forest & Paper Assn. v. EPA, U.S. Steel Corp. v. EPA
Oral argument: Feb. 21.
What's at stake: The court is reviewing the Biden administration's plan to limit smog-forming pollutants from power plants and other industrial facilities that cause problems for their downwind neighbors in other states.
Background: At oral argument, the conservative majority seemed poised to halt the Environmental Protection Agency's effort to cut emissions from power plants and factories to reduce pollution that blows into neighboring states, a setback to an ambitious federal initiative to cut lung-damaging smog. The initiative was challenged by three Republican-governed states and industry groups, who said they could not bear the cost and questioned whether the program would work, especially because some states have been excluded by other legal challenges.
Moore v. U.S.
What they ruled: An obscure provision of President Donald Trump's 2017 tax package is constitutional.
Why it matters: In a 7-2 decision, the court upheld a one-time tax on offshore earnings that helped fund the massive tax cut, ruling that it is permitted under Congress's limited powers of taxation. Some viewed the challenge to the tax -- brought by a Washington couple who were backed by an anti-regulatory advocacy group -- as an effort to preemptively block Congress from creating a wealth tax. Many experts feared that a ruling that the tax was unconstitutional could destabilize the nation's tax system.
Garland v. Cargill
What they ruled: The Supreme Court's conservative majority struck down a federal ban on bump stock devices that allow semiautomatic rifles to fire hundreds of bullets a minute. The majority said bump stocks do not qualify as machine guns under a 1986 law that barred civilians from owning the weapons.
Why it matters: The 6-3 ruling upends one of the few recent efforts by the federal government to address the nation's epidemic of gun violence and continues the conservative majority's record of limiting gun restrictions.
FDA v. Alliance for Hippocratic Medicine
What they ruled: The justices maintained broad access to mifepristone, unanimously reversing a lower court decision that would have made the widely used abortion medication more difficult to obtain. The decision was not on the substance of the case, but a procedural ruling that the challengers did not have legal grounds to bring their lawsuit.
Why it matters: Ever since the high court eliminated the nationwide right to abortion in 2022, medications to terminate pregnancy have increased in importance and become a major target of litigation, in part because the pills can be sent by mail, including to states that have severely limited or banned abortions. The court's decision is unlikely to end efforts to restrict access to the pill, with three states poised to try to quickly revive the challenge. A Republican president could also impose regulations on mifepristone or move to take the drug off the market. Democrats are trying to prevent that possibility by overhauling the Comstock Act, an 1873 federal law that bans sending abortion-related materials through the mail.
Alexander v. South Carolina State Conference of the NAACP
What they ruled: South Carolina is permitted to use a congressional map, created by the GOP-led state legislature, that a lower court said wrongly "exiled" Black voters from one district to another to protect a White Republican incumbent. The court's conservative majority said those challenging the map had not proved it was motivated by race, which would be illegal, rather than by partisan politics, which is legal.
Why it matters: The case is one of several redistricting cases that have been closely watched because the U.S. House is so narrowly divided, and because the outcomes of the legal challenges could affect who controls Congress in the future.
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau v. Consumer Financial Services Association of America
What they ruled: The funding mechanism Congress adopted to ensure the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau's independence is constitutional and does not violate the Constitution's command requiring congressional appropriation of money.
Why it matters: The CFPB case is one of several the high court heard this term that challenge the power of federal agencies. The Biden administration said that a ruling in favor of the challengers would have had implications for the funding of other regulatory agencies, including the Federal Reserve Board, and could even cast doubt on Social Security and payments to the national debt. The CFPB plans to restart its aggressive crackdown on payday lenders and other companies that offer high-cost, short-term loans to poor borrowers.
Muldrow v. City of St. Louis
What they ruled: Workers can pursue employment discrimination claims over job transfers without having to show that the involuntary move caused a "significant disadvantage," such as harm to career prospects or a change in salary or rank.
Why it matters: Some lower courts had ruled that employees must show they suffered significant harm from a job transfer to successfully lodge a discrimination complaint under Title VII, a federal civil rights law. In unanimously ruling for a police sergeant in St. Louis who said she was moved to a lesser role because she is a woman, the Supreme Court lowered that bar, saying employees must show only that they experienced some harm. The court's ruling was hailed by conservative activists intent on dismantling diversity, equity and inclusion initiatives that they say discriminate against White people and men.
O'Connor-Ratcliff v. Garnier and Lindke v. Freed
What they ruled: Public officials can be liable for blocking or deleting critics from their social media accounts -- but only when they are acting in an official capacity and with "actual authority" to speak on behalf of the government. In a pair of unanimous decisions, the court said public officials are still private citizens with their own constitutional rights.
Why it matters: The Supreme Court decisions set the rules for interactions between the government and its citizens, who are increasingly relying on popular social media platforms to access public officials and critical community information.
Donald Trump v. Norma Anderson
What they ruled: Colorado cannot disqualify Trump from 2024 election ballots because of his actions before and during the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol. The justices said the Constitution does not permit a single state to bar a presidential candidate from national office, declaring that such responsibility "rests with Congress and not the states."
Why it matters: Section 3 of the 14th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution was intended to prevent Confederate leaders from returning to positions of power after the Civil War. It has rarely been invoked in modern times. The ruling raises new questions for Congress and the high court, including whether lawmakers could refuse to count electoral votes for Trump if they determine he committed insurrection during the Capitol attack.
Robert Barnes and Justin Jouvenal contributed to this report. Justice illustrations by Shelly Tan.
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Supreme Court upholds Trump-era tax provision on offshore earnings
Some viewed the challenge to the one-time tax on offshore earnings as an effort to preemptively block Congress from creating a wealth tax.
By Ann Marimow, Julie Weil | 2024-06-20

The U.S. Supreme Court in D.C. (Allison Robbert/The Washington Post)


The Supreme Court on Thursday rejected a challenge to an obscure provision of President Donald Trump's 2017 tax package, ending a lawsuit that many experts feared could destabilize the nation's tax system.
In a divided decision, the court upheld a one-time tax on offshore earnings that helped fund the massive tax cut, saying it was permitted under Congress's limited powers of taxation.
Some viewed the lawsuit as an effort to preemptively block Congress from creating a wealth tax.
Writing for the majority, Justice Brett M. Kavanaugh said the challenge to the tax on offshore earnings could have rendered "vast swaths of the Internal Revenue Code unconstitutional."
"Those tax provisions, if suddenly eliminated, would deprive the U.S. Government and the American people of trillions in lost tax revenue," he wrote. The implications of the challengers' argument, he added, would have required Congress to "either drastically cut critical national programs or significantly increase taxes on the remaining sources available to it -- including, of course, on ordinary Americans. The Constitution does not require that fiscal calamity."
Justices Clarence Thomas and Neil M. Gorsuch dissented.
The ruling landed near the end of a Supreme Court term that has been unusually slow-moving and marred by fresh ethics questions.
The justices plan to deliver a slew of major decisions by the end of June or the first days of July, including whether and when Trump's prosecution for alleged election interference can proceed in D.C.; the viability of a key charge against the rioters who attacked the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021; access to emergency abortion care; and the future of free speech on social media platforms.
It is rare for so many high-profile cases to remain undecided this late in the term. Metal barricades lined the streets outside the court Thursday, a show of heightened security that reflected the potential for protests. The justices return to the bench Friday to deliver more opinions, starting at 10 a.m.
An unusual political coalition defended the offshore-earnings tax at issue in Thursday's ruling, from the Biden administration to conservatives including former House speaker Paul D. Ryan (R-Wis.). Not because they favor a wealth tax, but because they worried a ruling against one little-known provision could undermine a large number of existing taxes on investments, partnerships and foreign income, which together raise billions or even trillions in revenue.
"The Supreme Court heeded the warnings of a broad and bipartisan set of tax experts," Chye-Ching Huang, executive director of the Tax Law Center at NYU Law, said in a statement after the ruling. "Today's decision will allow Congress to continue to exercise its power to tax income to fund the government and to make sure that all taxpayers -- including multinational corporations and wealthy taxpayers -- pay their fair share."
The challenge to the tax was initiated by a Washington couple backed by the Competitive Enterprise Institute (CEI), an anti-regulatory advocacy group. Charles and Kathleen Moore were subject to $15,000 in taxes because of the 2017 law, springing from investments they had made in a company based in India that supplies equipment to small-scale farmers. The law created a one-time tax on certain offshore earnings that had previously been exempt from taxation unless the taxpayer brought the money back to the United States.
Dan Greenberg, CEI's general counsel, said in a statement that the court's decision "lets the government levy income taxes on foreign shareholders who have never received income. We think that is unfair, because the Constitution authorizes Congress to tax people on their income, not the income of foreign businesses that they do not control."
Over the course of 11 years, the value of the Moores' initial investment of $40,000 in the KisanKraft company grew to more than half a million dollars. Until the 2017 law took effect, the couple paid no taxes on that increase. They argued that they should not be taxed because they never actually took in money, even as the value of their share in the company grew.

The Tax Cut and Reform Bill, a $1.5 trillion tax overhaul package, after it was signed into law by President Donald Trump in December 2017. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


When considering the case of Moore v. United States, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 9th Circuit took an expansive view and said the tax was within Congress's power and permitted under the 16th Amendment regardless of whether the Moores received the money. In tax terminology, the 9th Circuit said Congress can tax both "realized" and "unrealized" gains.
The Supreme Court's reasoning for upholding the 2017 tax is much narrower. Kavanaugh said the high court did not need to decide the broad question of whether Congress has the constitutional authority to tax unrealized gains because the Moores' share in the company should simply be treated as realized income.
Citing previous cases in a lengthy review of tax policy going back to the American Revolution, the justice wrote that U.S. tax law has long permitted taxation of partners on their share of income taken in by a partnership, even if the individual partners don't receive the money. Someone realized the income -- in this case, the KisanKraft company -- and Congress has the power to attribute that real income to the Moores.
Without that long-standing practice, Kavanaugh wrote, major sections of the tax code that take in billions of dollars a year to fund the government would be unsupported. Kavanaugh's opinion was joined by four colleagues: Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. and the court's three liberal justices, Sonia Sotomayor, Elena Kagan and Ketanji Brown Jackson.
The specific tax that the Moores objected to paying, known as Section 965, was forecast to raise more than $300 billion over 10 years. Some major corporations have already paid billions under this tax.
David M. Schizer, an emeritus Columbia Law School professor who wrote a brief urging the court to view the Moores' income as realized and taxable, said the majority's ruling was limited.
"The court said we are not reaching the question of whether someone can be taxed without a sale. And we're not reaching the question of whether you can be taxed on wealth as opposed to income," Schizer said. Instead, he continued, the ruling only concludes that "you can tax owners in some circumstances on what their business is earning."
In dissenting from the majority, Thomas wrote that the Constitution requires realization to levy a tax and that the Moores did not realize income from their investment.
Justice Amy Coney Barrett, joined by Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr., agreed with the outcome in the case but for different reasons and said the tax at issue "may or may not be constitutional" but that the Moores failed to properly prove a problem with the tax, if it exists.
Barrett and Alito agreed with Thomas and Gorsuch that a taxpayer must realize -- or take in -- some income for a tax to be valid, but came up with their own interpretation for the different business scenarios that allow Congress to consider shareholders to have realized income.
The majority left open for another day the question of whether realization is necessary for a tax to be valid. If Congress were to pass a wealth tax, or other types of taxes that are very different from the one at issue in this case, the court would probably revisit the question of realization.
The idea of a wealth tax has been proposed by Democrats including Sen. Elizabeth Warren (Mass.) and several state legislatures but has not come close to being enacted anywhere in the United States. The Moores and the conservative legal group that represented them in the case sought to block the concept in theory before it could ever come to pass in practice.
The Moores' case was not without controversy. Some tax experts said the couple were more involved in the company than they disclosed in court filings and urged the court not to decide the constitutional question based on an inaccurate, incomplete record. One of the couple's lawyers defended the record as accurate and candid.
In addition, Democratic senators asked Alito to recuse himself from the case because one of the attorneys in the matter interviewed the justice twice for articles that appeared on the Wall Street Journal editorial page. Alito, who did not attend the court's public session Thursday, refused to recuse, saying he never discussed the Moores' case with the attorney, David B. Rivkin Jr., whose involvement in the matter was disclosed in the second article.
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The U.S. decline in religiosity isn't from a lack of Ten Commandments
A new law in Louisiana would put a copy of the biblical rules in every classroom. It is an effective culture-war move, if not an effective religious one.
By Philip Bump | 2024-06-20

Louisiana Gov. Jeff Landry (R) speaks with reporters outside the  Supreme Court in Washington in March 18. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


In a 5-to-4 decision, the Supreme Court has rejected a law requiring the placement of the Ten Commandments in public schools.
"The pre-eminent purpose for posting the Ten Commandments on schoolroom walls is plainly religious in nature," the court's unsigned decision stated. "The Ten Commandments are undeniably a sacred text in the Jewish and Christian faiths, and no legislative recitation of a supposed secular purpose can blind us to that fact."
It was eventually revealed that the author of the decision in Stone v. Graham was Justice William J. Brennan Jr. You are probably aware that Brennan is not a sitting justice; he died in 1997. That's because the determination that the law at issue -- passed in Kentucky in 1978 -- was unconstitutional came not this week but in the year 1980.
It is worth revisiting because, on Wednesday, Louisiana Gov. Jeff Landry (R) signed legislation that similarly mandates the placement of copies of the Ten Commandments in schoolrooms. At a signing ceremony, Landry suggested that the impetus was not boosting religion but, instead, bolstering the legal system.
"If you want to respect the rule of law, you've got to start from the original lawgiver," he said, "which was Moses."
The bottom of each copy of the Ten Commandments placed in Kentucky schools tried the same ploy, insisting that there was a "secular application of the Ten Commandments." Brennan didn't buy it.
"The Commandments do not confine themselves to arguably secular matters, such as honoring one's parents, killing or murder, adultery, stealing, false witness, and covetousness," his decision read. "Rather, the first part of the Commandments concerns the religious duties of believers: worshipping the Lord God alone, avoiding idolatry, not using the Lord's name in vain, and observing the Sabbath Day."
Given the current composition of the Supreme Court, there's no guarantee that a majority would again object to a state mandating the display of the Ten Commandments. But it does seem clear that the law effected with Landry's signature is less about ensuring that young Louisianans have a healthy respect for laws than that Louisiana plant an "Appeal to Heaven" flag in support of Christian values. In February, PRRI released state-level analysis of support for the values of Christian nationalism, the idea that the United States should be explicitly Christian. Louisiana had one of the largest densities of support for that concept, in keeping with the state's densely right-wing politics.
Landry, who took office earlier this year, has politics that match the state. He is Catholic; it seems worth noting that his mother taught religion at a Catholic school. If advocates of the law think that the effect of the law will be to increase the religiosity of Louisiana students, though, they are probably going to be disappointed.
The American National Election Studies (ANES) survey is conducted around federal elections and has since 1948 included a question measuring religious identity. That allows us to see that the percentage of Americans who identify their religion as "other" -- that is, not Protestant, Catholic or Jewish -- was rising from the mid-1950s until the 1980 Stone v. Graham decision upending Kentucky's law. Among younger Americans, that increase was steeper.




In 1960, 2 percent of Americans identified as "other," a category that includes the nonreligious. In 1980, 10.2 percent did. In 2000, 19.5 did. By 2016, it was over a third.
There was a lull in growth in the 1980s, after Stone v. Graham. We see a similar lull in other measures of religiosity, such as the General Social Survey's question about the theological nature of the Bible. In 1984, about 14 percent of Americans indicated that they thought the Bible was little more than a book of old stories that had no divine connection. By 2022, about a quarter of Americans held that view.




Notice the shift that began in about the year 2000. That's also reflected by Gallup. Since the late 1970s, the venerable polling firm has regularly asked Americans how important religion is in their lives. From about 2000 on, the percentage of people saying that religion isn't important has climbed steadily.




This shift is not obviously a function of removing the Ten Commandments from public spaces or the end of prayer in schools. That change followed the Supreme Court's 1962 Engel v. Vitale decision; conservatives are hoping that the current court might move in the opposite direction.
It seems unlikely, then, that introducing the Ten Commandments into classrooms would suddenly influence a new generation of students to embrace Christianity (which, of course, is not a defense of doing so). But this idea is itself in keeping with current right-wing orthodoxy, which holds that a main reason that young people express more-liberal politics is that they have been unduly brainwashed by nefarious leftists who work as teachers and professors.
For Landry, the move is a great bit of publicity. Civil liberties organizations have already filed suit over the move, something Landry probably won't hesitate to add to his conservative resume. In fact, if his endorsement of the policy is at all centered on boosting his own political position, that format of self-promotion itself has a historic precedent. In the mid-1950s, director Cecil B. DeMille partnered with the Fraternal Order of Eagles to have copies of the Ten Commandments put up all over the country to promote his film of the same name.
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U.S. will boost Ukraine's air defense by pausing exports to allies
The Patriot and NASAMS systems are the two most sophisticated air defense munitions the West has provided to Ukraine.
By Alex Horton, John Hudson | 2024-06-20

Ukrainian air defense intercepts an attack drone over Kyiv in May 2023. (Evgeniy Maloletka/AP)


The United States will suspend the planned export of hundreds of air defense munitions to its allies and partners and redirect them to Ukraine, the White House said Thursday, as Russia continues its assault on the country's power grid and other vital infrastructure.
Speaking to reporters, National Security Council spokesman John Kirby characterized the decision as "difficult but necessary," and said it would affect deliveries of Patriot and NASAMS interceptor missiles, principally.
"We have, of course, informed all the affected countries that we are taking this extraordinary step, and we're making every effort to minimize any negative impact," Kirby said. He added that when U.S. allies were told their shipments would be delayed, "the response we got was broadly supportive ... because they know how serious the need is in Ukraine."
For months, the government of President Volodymyr Zelensky has pleaded with its supporters for substantial increases to its air defense inventory as Russia bombards Ukraine with missiles, drones and glide bombs. To date, those requests have yielded one additional Patriot system from the United States and another from Romania.
The Patriot and NASAMS systems are the two most sophisticated air defense platforms the West has provided to Ukraine. The Patriot, valued at $1 billion, is especially coveted by Kyiv. It is the only system in its arsenal that has proved capable of shooting down Russian hypersonic missiles, which are especially difficult to detect and defend against.
Ukraine has struggled mightily to protect against Russian glide bombs, however, because they are nearly impossible to bring down once launched. The solution, Ukrainian officials say, is to target the aircraft that fire those weapons, but to do so in the near term would require moving their limited number of Patriots closer to Russia's border -- making them more vulnerable to attack.
Longer term, Ukraine hopes its fleet of advanced F-16 fighter jets will prove a formidable counterpunch to the Kremlin's glide bombs, but the arrival of those aircraft, pledged by Western nations months ago, remains many weeks away, officials say.

A Patriot system of the Romanian armed forces near the Black Sea in November. (Daniel Mihailescu/AFP/Getty Images)


Kirby did not specify how long U.S. allies would need to wait for their delayed orders, but said this reprioritization would not impact Taiwan, which faces a threat from China, or Israel, which has endured attacks from Iranian-backed groups in the Middle East, including Hezbollah and Houthi militants.
A State Department official declined to say which U.S. partners may be affected or when the munitions would be redirected, citing ongoing diplomatic conversations about the process. Kirby indicated the interceptors bound for Ukraine would include missiles "rolling off the production line."
The policy change was first reported by Financial Times.
While the Patriot has been used primarily to defend against Russian missile attacks, Ukrainian air defenders have used them to bring down enemy aircraft, too, Ukrainian and U.S. officials have said.
Ukraine has utilized Patriot systems in a "historic" way by bringing them close to the front line, stretching the limits of their capabilities, U.S. Army Col. Rosanna Clemente, the assistant chief of staff of the 10th Army Air and Missile Defense Command, said at a recent symposium.
The so-called "SAMbush" -- short for surface-to-air-missile ambush -- brought down a Russian A-50 command and control aircraft in January, Clemente said. Ukraine reported that it shot down that aircraft over the Sea of Azov.
Last summer, a Patriot system brought down several aircraft and helicopters in Russian airspace that were flying toward the border with Ukraine, officials have said.
Kyiv has been allowed to "use air defense systems supplied by the United States to take Russian planes out of the sky, even if those Russian planes are in Russian airspace, if they're about to fire into Ukrainian airspace," said Maj. Charlie Dietz, a Pentagon spokesperson.
A separate policy shift, announced by Washington late last month, allows Ukraine to use U.S.-provided offensive weaponry against limited military targets inside Russia from which its forces are attacking or preparing to attack.
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What we know about how the CNN presidential debate will work
All non-major-party candidates, including Robert F. Kennedy Jr., have failed to qualify for the debate, the network announced Thursday.
By Maegan Vazquez | 2024-06-20

Composite of Donald Trump and Joe Biden at their October 2020 debate in Nashville. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


The first presidential debate of the 2024 general election season is set to take place in one week.
The program is expected to make history, with a sitting U.S. president, Democrat Joe Biden, and a former president, Republican Donald Trump, facing off in a presidential debate for the first time.
Biden and Trump both previously agreed to participate in the CNN debate, set for June 27 in Atlanta, and a Sept. 10 debate broadcast by ABC News. They are bypassing a decades-old tradition of three fall meetings organized by the bipartisan Commission on Presidential Debates.
According to CNN, Trump and Biden agreed to accept the rules and format of the debate, which were outlined in letters the network sent to their campaigns in May. Here are the details:
All non-major-party candidates, including Robert F. Kennedy Jr., have failed to qualify for the debate, CNN announced Thursday.
The debate qualification window closed at 12:00:01 a.m. Eastern time on Thursday, and only Biden and Trump met all of the network's constitutional, ballot access and polling qualifications.
During the debate, there will be two commercial breaks. The inclusion of corporate sponsors is a departure from Commission on Presidential Debates events.
Campaign staff may not interact with their candidate during the breaks, the network said, denying Biden and Trump the opportunity to huddle with their advisers for an hour and a half.
There will be no opening statements from candidates at the start of the debate, but they will be allowed a two-minute closing statement, CNN confirmed Saturday. Biden will deliver a closing statement first, followed by Trump.
Ninety minutes of debate time will begin when the first question is answered. When asked a question, each candidate will have two minutes to respond, which will be followed by one-minute rebuttals and responses to the rebuttals. There will be another minute that can be used at the discretion of the moderators.
There will also be a visual reminder of response timing. Red lights visible to the candidates will flash when they have five seconds left to respond. The lights will turn solid red when their time has expired.
Trump and Biden have agreed to stand at uniform lecterns onstage.
Biden's campaign won a coin flip ahead of the debate to choose whether it wanted to select lectern positions or the order of closing statements. The Biden campaign chose the lectern position, selecting the stand that will appear on the right side of viewers' screens during the debate. Trump will be on the left.
Candidates' microphones will be muted throughout the program except for when it's their turn to speak -- an effort to limit interruptions observed in previous debates. CNN said debate moderators Jake Tapper and Dana Bash "will use all tools at their disposal to enforce timing and ensure a civilized discussion."
Each candidate will be given a pen, a notepad and a bottle of water. No props or written notes will be allowed onstage.
CNN previously confirmed that there would be no studio audience present during the June debate, which has not been the case in many previous presidential debates.
At debates, audiences are often instructed to remain quiet, except at the beginning and end of the program. But that rule has not always been followed, leading to cheers and jeers interrupting the events.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2024/06/15/presidential-debate-cnn-rules/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Across party lines, Americans see 2024 as a pivotal moment for democracy
New polling from Fox News suggests that both parties see that threat in broader terms than just electoral politics.
By Philip Bump | 2024-06-20

A ripped American flag lies along a road during a protest in response to the Republican National Convention being held in Charlotte on Aug. 24, 2020. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


There has been an enormous amount of analysis in recent months centered on the issues that appear to be driving views of the 2024 presidential election. Much of it centers on the things around which presidential elections generally revolve: the economy, the president's approval, health care. Much of it also explores the unique factors at play in 2024, including both candidates' ages and the aftermath of Donald Trump's efforts to retain power after his electoral loss four years ago.
In polling conducted this month, Fox News cut to the chase, asking Americans what issues or candidate qualities would be most important to their vote. The responses were interesting, with frequent divides on issue importance among supporters of the two major-party candidates reflecting the extent to which those issues or qualities are understood to be advantageous to the candidates.
It's an iteration of a perennial chicken-vs.-egg problem in polling: Do people who back Trump do so because they are more likely to cite "candidate age and mental soundness" or immigration as important issues -- or are they more likely to point to these as important issues because they back Trump? Are supporters of President Biden more likely to point to "candidate integrity" as important because it's actually more important to their vote or because both sides understand that "integrity" is a means of evaluating views of Trump's legal issues?




What stands out in the polling, though, is the issue at the top, the one that the most respondents identified as extremely important to their 2024 presidential vote: the future of American democracy. There's a partisan split here, too, with Biden supporters (and Democrats more generally) being more likely than independents or Republicans to say that it is extremely or very important to their vote. This makes sense, given the focus Biden has put on the issue, largely as a response to the aftermath of 2020.
But nearly everyone included in the poll says that the issue is at least very important -- and very nearly two-thirds of Republicans say it is extremely important to their vote.




The Fox News poll went a useful step further, too, asking people to explain how they actually viewed the perceived threat to democracy. Was it concern about free and fair elections? Or was it more broadly concern about Americans' rights and freedoms?
Most respondents said it was the latter, including a majority of Republicans and a plurality of Democrats.




Among those with a college degree, a group that leans toward Biden, views were about split. Among those without one, "rights and freedoms" had a wide advantage.
The choices here are admittedly somewhat unsatisfying. But the responses nonetheless undercut the idea that Republican concerns about democracy are centered mostly on the false idea that elections have been tainted by fraud or negative influence. Instead, it suggests that rhetoric from Trump and others accusing Biden or the left of attacking speech or otherwise subverting freedom have been more potent. For Democrats, too, the perceived threat is about more than the literal exercise of democratic rights, probably reflecting concerns about how Trump would conduct himself if reelected.
Asked which candidate they trusted to address the future of democracy, Biden had only a narrow advantage. On net, respondents were 6 points more likely to express trust in Biden than Trump (52 percent to 46 percent).




Remarkably, given the narrative about the 2024 race, Biden had the advantage on a number of issues included in Fox New's polling. In addition to the 6-point edge on the future of democracy, he also had an advantage on "stability and normalcy" and "standing up to elite interests" -- a centerpiece of right-wing rhetoric for years that was viewed as far less important to voters than other issues.




Trump's advantage on the economy is probably his most important one. He has a wider advantage on immigration -- but it's seen as less important to voters than several other issues, like health care (where Biden has a big advantage). This is where the chicken-egg problem manifests: Republicans think immigration is a centrally important issue and back Trump heavily, but the issue sat in the middle of the pack among those the pollsters asked about.
This is only one poll, of course, and one that lands more than four months before Election Day. Issue importance can and does shift, as do perceptions of who is better able to deal with those issues. It seems safe to assume, though, that the question of American democracy will continue to be at the top of voters' minds, regardless of party -- and that views of the nature of that threat extend well beyond the democratic process itself.
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A new Fox poll has Biden up. Fox's prime-time hosts didn't mention it.
When the new numbers did merit coverage, it was often with caveats.
By Philip Bump | 2024-06-20

A still from the "Jesse Watters Primetime" episode that aired Wednesday. (Fox News)


When Fox News has new polling, it often gives evening news host Bret Baier the honor of unveiling them. So on Wednesday evening, Baier opened his show with new numbers from the channel's well-regarded pollsters.
"Good evening. I'm Bret Baier," he began. "We are releasing new Fox polls right now about the presidential race. President Biden gets his best result this election cycle in the head-to-head against former president Donald Trump. He leads 50 to 48. That is within the margin of error."
Baier went on to show the recent trend in Fox's polling, from a five-point Trump lead in March to a one-point lead last month.
"Again," he reiterated, "all within the margin of error. A very tight race."
True. Fair. The trend since March has favored Biden, but the difference between Trump leading by one point in May and trailing by two in June is not itself significant. It is a very tight race -- maybe slightly tighter than a few weeks ago, but otherwise consistently close.




The result, though, was the first time Biden had led in Fox's polling since October. That is not news that most Fox News viewers, a group that skews Republican and heavily pro-Trump, is interested in hearing. So, for the rest of the evening, Fox News didn't talk about it much.
Baier also had other stuff to get to before digging into the findings. He transitioned from a report about the poll into a story about a violent attack in New York City allegedly committed by an immigrant in the country illegally -- the sort of story that comports entirely with Trump's campaign strategy.
At the end of his hour, he welcomed several panelists on to discuss the poll numbers. One panelists touted the findings as good news for Biden. Another, the Washington Times's Charles Hurt, shrugged at the finding that Americans were motivated by the perceived threat to democracy.
"At the end of the day, these elections usually don't turn on amorphous things like the future of democracy," he said. "Elections turn on things that really matter," like the economy and the border -- issues where Trump has more of an advantage.
The show before Baier's is "The Five," a chatty opinion show that generally noodles over whatever culture war issue is animating the right in the moment. On Wednesday's episode, that meant discussing reporting from Axios in which Democratic consultants fretted about Biden's positioning.
Co-host Jesse Watters figured he knew why.
"If you look at polling, polling doesn't change around June," he claimed. "It usually locks in right about now. [They] must be freaking out."
That isn't true; there are often shifts in polling in the final months of a race. Less than an hour later, of course, Fox News was about to offer evidence of such a shift. About three hours later, on Watter's own show, he didn't mention the new Fox News data. Instead, he ran a segment about how Democrats and the left were in denial about recent polling.
On Laura Ingraham's show, which aired right after Baier's, there was similarly no mention of the poll -- save for a comment from guest Byron York about one of the other questions it included. On "Gutfeld!," the channel's putative late-night comedy show, host Greg Gutfeld mentioned polling only to make a joke about recent data from CBS News.
Fox News's homepage had an interesting spin Wednesday morning. The summary indicated that "Biden snaps year-long streak" -- adding that this came "as Trump gets good news from new voters." When Trump had that big lead in March, the homepage also presented it as good news for Trump: "Key group of voters abandons Biden for Trump in major reversal of 2020, poll finds."
Fox's flagship morning show did bring up the poll Thursday morning. "Fox & Friends" host Steve Doocy introduced it in the 6 a.m. hour, calling it "big." A reporter outlined the findings, again emphasizing the margin of error and the underlying questions that were better for Trump.
Host Brian Kilmeade suggested to viewers that the overall shift was unimportant and that "most would say" that the details of individual polls are more important. Co-host Lawrence Jones, meanwhile, offered praise for Trump's inclusion of Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.) on his debate prep team since Rubio "goes on all the other channels and just goes into the enemy's camp." (If the other channels are Republicans' enemies, then what is Fox?)
In the 7 a.m. hour, "Fox & Friends" opened by talking about the poll again -- but focusing on the numbers on the economy.
"Only about a third of you think the economy right now is good or excellent," Doocy said. "Two-thirds say it's fair or poor -- and something like that is not good for the current president."
Half an hour later, co-host Ainsley Earhardt interviewed one of the pollsters.
"I think we're seeing a little bit of a shift," Lee Carter said. "This isn't anything seismic." She pointed to movement among independents, noting improvement in Biden's numbers on the economy.
Again, that framing is accurate and fair. It was also not given much airtime on the channel that sponsored the poll.
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States where abortion is legal, banned or under threat
More than a dozen states have laws that criminalize abortion when the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade. Here's a look at abortion laws by state.
By Caroline Kitchener, Kevin Schaul, Nick Kirkpatrick, Daniela Santamarina, Lauren Tierney | 2024-06-20
Access to abortion remains a patchwork of state-by-state policies nearly two years after the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade, with abortion restricted across most of the Southern United States.
New restrictions are continuing to take effect, even in states that have long been havens for those seeking abortions.  A six-week ban took effect in Florida on May 1 after the state's conservative Supreme Court ruled that its constitution does not protect abortion rights, banning most abortions in the third-most-populous state. More restrictions elsewhere are almost certainly on the way.
Many women in antiabortion states are continuing to find ways to access abortion, despite the bans. More abortions are occurring now than before Roe was overturned, according to recent reports from the Society of Family Planning and the Guttmacher Institute, both of which support abortion rights. Every month, thousands of women in states with bans are obtaining abortion pills through websites or community-based distributors.
"In the post-Dobbs era, healthcare providers in some states are forging innovative new solutions to provide abortion access," said Ushma Upadhyay, a professor at the University of California who studies abortion pills. "Telehealth abortion is now a central pillar in the abortion care landscape."
Bonnie Berkowitz, Nick Mourtoupalas and Eugene Scott contributed to this report.
Weeks of pregnancy are calculated since the last menstrual period. Fetal viability is generally considered to be around 23 or 24 weeks, but there is no universal consensus. Life endangerment is defined differently in different states. Medical emergencies can include cases of severely compromised health, endangerment or physical health conditions.
Sources: Post reporting; Elizabeth Nash, principal policy associate for state issues at the Guttmacher Institute; Center for Reproductive Rights; Census Bureau. Edited by Kevin Uhrmacher and Peter Wallsten. Copy edited by Carey L. Biron.
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Biden plans Latino organizing, advertising push around Copa America 
A multi-million dollar spending plan during the international soccer tournament aims to connect with hard-to-reach voters.
By Michael Scherer | 2024-06-20

Fans watch a friendly soccer match between Guatemala and Argentina at Commanders Field in Landover, Md., on June 14. (Yutao Chen/The Washington Post) 


President Biden's campaign will spend several million dollars on Latino advertising and organizing efforts during the Copa America soccer tournament, which starts Thursday with a match in Atlanta between Canada and reigning World Cup champion Argentina.
The plans include organizing house parties, campaign-sponsored events at swing-state sports bars and restaurants, and the sale of Biden campaign soccer jerseys, as well as a television and digital ad campaign in English and Spanish on Fox, Univision, radio and other digital outlets covering the tournament, campaign officials said.
The Biden campaign, facing challenges reaching its targeted voters, has been using major sporting events and in-person gatherings unrelated to politics to make its case, including advertising during the last National Football League season and the 2024 NFL draft. The campaign has held bracelet-beading events on swing-state college campuses and has organized meetings at local bars, as well as bingo or pickleball games for seniors.
"From mobile phones and tablets to TVs at home and in sports bars, few things will generate as many eyeballs on all types of screens as this tournament," Adrian Saenz, the co-founder of Conexion, the Biden campaign's Latino media consultant, said in a statement. "It makes a lot of sense for the campaign to be connecting with the community through advertising coupled with on-the-ground organizing."
The Copa America tournament -- which this year includes national teams from South America along with six guests from North America, Central America and the Caribbean -- will be played in 14 U.S. stadiums through July 14, including events in key swing states such as Nevada, Georgia and North Carolina, where the Biden campaign has built field operations to organize volunteers.
Expectations are high for significant viewership this year, given U.S. resident support for the Mexican national team, which joins the United States and Canada among the guest competitors, and Argentine star Lionel Messi's recent decision to begin playing for a U.S. Major League Soccer team, Inter Miami.
The Biden ad campaign is anchored by a spot that reminds viewers that the 2020 Copa America was delayed because of the covid lockdowns during Donald Trump's presidency. The ad credits Biden with reopening the country, creating jobs and making communities safer from gun violence. The English version of the ad ends with the narrator using an expletive that is bleeped out but unmistakable.
"Donald Trump talks and talks," the voice-over says, over a graphic that shows Trump getting a red card. "Joe Biden gets s--- done."
In the Spanish version of the ad, the closing line translates as, "Trump did not do anything good for us. But Joe Biden, he is on our team."
Biden aides say they plan to buy ads on billboards near stadiums promoting Biden later in the tournament, and they are working to arrange watch parties at homes as well as sports bars and restaurants -- with free food and beverages -- where people are expected to gather. They have created branded Copa America signs and banners to be distributed at events, and "halftime" and "cervecita break" (beer break) conversation guides for organizers.
The events are planned to include trainings on using Reach, the campaign's relational organizing app, part of the campaign's effort to recruit volunteers to encourage their friends and family to vote. Those watching at home on the campaign contact list will be encouraged to take actions at key moments such as halftime, when the television ads will run.
The Biden soccer jersey, which will be added to the campaign's merchandise store, shows the Biden-Harris logo over broad black and blue stripes. The back carries the number 46, a reference to Biden's status as the 46th president. The group has also created a T-shirt to celebrate the event.
Two of the four Copa America quarterfinal matches are scheduled for July 6 at stadiums near Phoenix and in Las Vegas. One of two semifinal matches is set for July 10 in Charlotte.
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Surviving summer, one moose at a time 
Plus: Election wildcards. Willie Mays. Our national bird.
By Drew Goins | 2024-06-20
You're reading the Today's Opinions newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox.
In today's edition:

Two juvenile moose cross the Denali Park Road in Alaska. (Jessica Matthews for The Washington Post) 


I hope you all had a happy and reflective Juneteenth yesterday. In case you were off enjoying yourself somewhere, here's a piece we published in 2022 by educator Opal Lee and pastor DeForest "Buster" Soaries on how the holiday isn't just a commemoration of the end of slavery but a celebration of the United States' self-correcting capacity -- a thing that should unite us all.
Today, meanwhile, is the first day of summer, and I hope you aren't too distressed; I hear it's hot on the mainland. But it's not all hopeless, or at least it shouldn't be. Gene Robinson, taking stock of the "heat dome" and other extreme-weather events across the country, writes that climate doomism is just as unhelpful as climate denialism.
It's true that "the road toward a warmer world got bumpy quicker than scientists anticipated," he writes, but that makes it all the more critical that we get in gear and make good use of the pavement that remains, not just resign ourselves to cooking eggs on it.
A cool dip would do wonders for our attitudes, but at least in Washington, water quality has put swimming in the Potomac off limits for decades. (A few years back, I was set to race a sanctioned triathlon in the river immediately after a rainstorm -- and sewage release. A last-minute cancellation saved me from myself and, in all likelihood, giardia.)
Marathon swimmer Ana Little-Sana, however, writes that these days, water quality in many areas of the river is usually suitable for freestyling. She explains how the city could roll out a Copenhagen-inspired policy "that falls between a ban and a green light." Check out the historical photos of aquatic fun in the capital, too.
Or perhaps you plan to get out of your city entirely. Edith Pritchett has cartooned a handy guide for calibrating your vacation's activity level, packing list and foreign-language groundwork.
One additional preparation that about a dozen of our national parks now require is a timed-entry reservation. "Getting a permit to experience natural wonders," the Editorial Board writes, "feels at odds with America's land-of-the-free ethos and with the fact that those natural wonders belong to the public."
The fact is, though, unmitigated access puts the country's marquee sites "at risk of being loved to death," the board says, and even a few tweaks would improve the existing system, the board thinks the National Park Service is pulling off a pretty good balancing act.
Writing from Alaska's Denali National Park, meanwhile, Jim Geraghty is less worried about being loved to death than being moosed to death. He's there with his family and the park's many bear and so-called murder horses, on a vacation that "has coincided with the time of year those animals are typically in an aggressive mood" (the bear and moose, not his teenagers). His column contains some great science-y fun and a close encounter with a very big beast.
Apologies to moose, but no animal is more synonymous with national parks than our national bird, the bald eagle. Except, that's not our national bird; we don't have a national bird.
The bison is our mammal, the oak our tree and the rose our flower, history professor Jack Davis writes, but "neither Congress nor any president has bestowed the honor of national bird on any feathered creature." The eagle's place on the U.S. seal makes it the national bird just as much as the pyramid's presence makes it our national building. A resolution recently came before Congress to give the eagle its true due. Davis says it's about time.
If the heat, megafauna and freshwater bacteria managed to turn you off from the great outdoors, at least go see a movie this summer; the local theater might not be there next year.
In the latest episode of the "Impromptu" podcast, culture writer Matt Belloni joins Alyssa Rosenberg and Chris Suellentrop to discuss cinemas in crisis. The trio foresees an experience that becomes "smaller, more boutique, more niche." The people who really care about movies will go, and the people who don't will just stay home. (Megan McArdle, for her part, does see a ray of hope in Sony's acquisition of theater chain Alamo Drafthouse.)
So where does that leave us in the sweltering summers to come? Well, there's always junk TV, and -- speaking of national unity -- Marc Fisher writes that there might still be one man who can bring together a tube-watching country too hot and tired for anything else: Ryan Seacrest.




From George Will's column memorializing the Say Hey Kid, who died Tuesday at 93. But while Mays's athleticism and ebullience "encouraged the perception of him as man-child effortlessly matched against grown men," George writes, he was anything but a kid.
George praises the hard work, craftsmanship and deep intelligence that goes into making a player look like a "natural." Those qualities, not effortlessness, are what secured Mays's place in the pantheon -- no easy feat in a sport with fans as argumentative as baseball's.
Chaser: Mays appeared in this year's annual baseball quiz from George. As a correct answer, though? You'll have to find out.
The close President Biden/Donald Trump rematch seems too frozen to offer much horse-race drama. The voter might say, "What a relief." The pundit says, "Hold my beer."
Jason Willick presents three wild-card outcomes for November. There's the long-shot that Trump wins the popular vote but loses the electoral college -- the irony! There's President Trump with a Democratic Senate. And, Jason's piece de resistance, there's the skyfall, jump-in-the-Potomac-giardia-be-damned scenario of a tie.
Chaser: Biden recently lambasted the out-of-kilter Supreme Court, Jen Rubin writes. Now he should start campaigning on court reform.
It's a goodbye. It's a haiku. It's ... The Bye-Ku.
Thronged parks, hulking moose --
It's the pictures that got small
Summer is still huge
***
Have your own newsy haiku? Email it to me, along with any questions/comments/ambiguities. See you tomorrow!
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The Checkup With Dr. Wen: How to encourage safe sex practices among boomers
Health-care providers need to speak to patients about sexual health, no matter their age.
By Leana Wen | 2024-06-20

(iStock) (Jacoblund/iStock)


You're reading The Checkup With Dr. Wen, a newsletter on how to navigate medical and public health challenges. Click here to get the full newsletter in your inbox, including answers to reader questions and a summary of new scientific research.
Many readers were shocked to learn from my latest column that sexually transmitted infections are surging among older adults. But not everyone was surprised.
"I have one word for you: boomers!" wrote Diane from Arizona. "We are the ones who came of age during the sexual revolution. People had casual sex before settling down, and they are back at it after divorce, separation and death of partners. My single friends are on dating apps and having hookups as much their grandchildren are, except they aren't using condoms."
Janie Steckenrider, an associate professor of political science at Loyola Marymount University, has data to support Diane's observations. Her research shows that the aging of the baby boomer generation tracked with the rapid rise in STIs in older age groups. "All the baby boomers are over 55 and comprise 73 million of the nearly 100 million persons over age 55," she explained. Between 2010 and 2023, the 55-plus group has seen a nearly sevenfold increase in gonorrhea and a nearly ninefold increase in syphilis.
Steckenrider recently conducted a survey of people older than 60 regarding their sexual attitudes and behaviors. One of the questions was how often they worried about contracting an STI. An astounding 91 percent answered rarely or never.
"This is an indication that the risk of getting an STI is not on the radar of older adults," Steckenrider told me.
As my column explored, this is partly because health-care providers are not proactively speaking to older patients about sexual health. But there are notable exceptions. Steve from Wisconsin, a family physician, says he discusses sexual behavior with everyone, no matter their age. "In my experience, some patients are uncomfortable at first, but most are glad and then relieved to be talking about it," he wrote.
Often, these conversations evolve to other sexual health topics, including incontinence, decreased libido, vaginal atrophy, erectile dysfunction and other potentially treatable conditions that could impede a fulfilling sex life. "I learn all kinds of things that patients are too embarrassed to bring up on their own," Steve explained.
I think Steve has a terrific approach. In medical training, health-care professionals are taught that assumptions can be dangerous. Stereotyping patients can lead to missed diagnoses and inappropriate treatment. This is especially true when it comes to older adults and sexual activity, for which there is a clear disconnect between reality and physicians' perceptions.
Addressing sexual health during older adults' medical visits should become the norm, as it is for younger people. But cultural changes shouldn't just be limited to doctors' offices, as several readers noted.
"It seems to me that we might try to treat the sexual life changes of the elderly as we do for teenagers entering puberty," wrote James from Vermont. "There is a lot of general information that could be given about what to expect, when to be concerned and how to seek more advice."
"Why not work with retirement communities to give talks to seniors?" asked Maryanne from Maryland. "I spend my winters in Florida along with other 'snowbirds,' and I bet a lot of them would come to a talk about sex."
I think Maryanne is right. When I served as Baltimore's health commissioner, our team delivered a series of talks on healthy living at the city's senior centers. The seminars on heart disease, nutrition and exercise were popular, but nothing compared to the one on sexual health, which drew an unprecedented number of attendees. There is a hunger for information.
These outreach efforts are important touch points to provide up-to-date information on STI risk and prevention. Such events could also be used to distribute condoms to overcome another barrier that a few readers brought up.
Chris from South Carolina is among those who wrote that he didn't like getting funny looks from the cashier when he's buying condoms. "They're probably thinking, what's the old guy doing with those?" He, too, thought that making condoms available at congregate living facilities could reduce perceived stigma and increase usage.
In the meantime, Dinah from Florida recommended that people take matters into their own hands. "I'm a retired science teacher, and I do what I told my students," she wrote. "New partners: Use condoms. Always. I bring condoms in case the guy doesn't have them. If he doesn't want to use them, he can't be sleeping with other people, and I make him take a test [for STIs]."
That's solid advice for everyone who is sexually active. We already know how to stem the rise of STIs in older adults. It's the same playbook used over the years to reduce the spread of STIs among young people: Educate people, test them, provide condoms and talk openly about sexual health, without stigma or judgment.
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The Russia-North Korea pact bolsters a growing 'alignment of evil'
The democratic world needs increased solidarity to counter Russia, China, Iran and North Korea.
By Max Boot | 2024-06-20

Russian President Vladimir Putin and North Korean leader Kim Jong Un in Pyongyang on Wednesday. (Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service/AP) 


JERUSALEM -- The "comprehensive strategic partnership" treaty signed on Wednesday by Russian dictator Vladimir Putin and North Korean dictator Kim Jong Un is only the latest manifestation of one of the most sinister and troubling trends in world affairs today: Russia, Iran, North Korea and China are all working together, to a greater or lesser degree, to challenge the U.S.-led, rules-based international order.
This isn't quite an "axis of evil," the unfortunate term President George W. Bush applied to Iran, Iraq and North Korea  to justify his invasion of Iraq. Those states had little to do with one another; far from being allies, Iran and Iraq were enemies that had fought a bloody war in the 1980s. A more apt way to describe the current situation was suggested by Yoel Guzansky, a senior researcher at Israel's Institute for National Security Studies, when I met him Thursday. He calls it an "alignment of evil," a phrase that  accurately captured the dynamic.
The four dictatorships in question -- Russia, Iran, North Korea and China -- do not constitute a formal security alliance akin to NATO or the old Warsaw Pact, but they are broadly united in their desire to challenge the United States and its allies, ranging from Ukraine to Israel to South Korea.
North Korea has provided Russia with dozens of short-range missiles and as many as 5 million artillery shells to use against Ukraine. In return, Russia, which once supported international sanctions against North Korea over its weapons of mass destruction program, vetoed a U.N. Security Council resolution in March to authorize a panel of independent experts to track compliance with North Korean sanctions. More significantly, Russia is expected to provide North Korea with economic aid (such as low-cost oil and gas) and technological help to upgrade its arsenal of nuclear weapons and missiles. Thus, while North Korean aid is making Russia more dangerous to Ukraine, Russian aid is likely to make North Korea more dangerous to South Korea, Japan and the United States.
Iran is the other country that is providing weapons to Russia. It has sent artillery shells, drones and ballistic missiles and has even opened a factory in Russia to produce its Shahed self-detonating drones. In return, Tehran said that it would be getting Su-35 fighter jets, Mi-28 attack helicopters and other Russian military equipment it needs to upgrade its own armed forces. Russia has even lofted Iranian satellites into orbit.
This military relationship represents a deepening of the ties between Moscow and Tehran, which had been growing closer ever since Putin decided in 2015 to send the Russian air force to aid Iran's ally in Syria, Bashar al-Assad, to brutally quell a rebellion against his rule. The Russia intervention helped turn the tide in the Syrian civil war, entrenching Assad in power. It also led to close ties between Russia and Hezbollah, Iran's terrorist proxy in Lebanon, which had dispatched its own troops to fight for Assad.
Unlike North Korea or Iran, China apparently has not been supplying Russia with munitions, but it has provided microchips, machine tools and other dual-use components that have enabled Russian factories to keep manufacturing weapons for use against Ukraine. Avril Haines, director of national intelligence, told Congress last month: "China's provision of dual use components and material to Russia's defense industry is one of several factors that tilted the momentum on the battlefield in Ukraine in Moscow's favor, while also accelerating a reconstitution of Russia's military strength after their extraordinarily costly invasion."
We should not exaggerate the extent of cooperation in the "alignment of evil" or ignore the real rivalries and frictions that exist under the surface. Beijing, for example, can hardly be overjoyed to see its allies in Pyongyang drawing so close to Moscow, thereby diluting Chinese influence in North Korea. Beijing and Moscow, for their part, have been at loggerheads over a proposed gas pipeline from Russia to China. Putin has been desperate to sell to China gas that he can no longer sell to Europe, but the Siberia 2 pipeline project has stalled because Xi Jinping would not commit to buying as much gas as Russia wants to sell at the price that it wants to charge.
But we should also not ignore the growing threat confronting the West from the alignment of its enemies. The democratic world must respond with at least as much solidarity as the autocracies are displaying. A good start would be to draw tighter links among U.S. allies in Europe and Asia. There has already been considerable movement in this direction: Last year's NATO summit was attended by the leaders of Australia, New Zealand, South Korea and Japan, and those Pacific partners have also been invited to next month's NATO summit in Washington.
All four of those Pacific nations have applied sanctions on Russia and sent aid to Ukraine. South Korea and Japan have so far refused to provide direct military aid to Ukraine, but The Post reported in December that South Korea had sent artillery shells to the United States to pass along to Ukraine, while the Japan News reported in February that Japan was poised to send to the United States ammunition for the Patriot air-defense system to pass along to Ukraine.
Given that Russia now seems determined to upgrade North Korean military capabilities -- thereby increasing the danger to Japan and South Korea -- it would make sense for those two countries to provide direct military aid to Ukraine. Australia is already providing direct military assistance, but, as retired Australian Gen. Mick Ryan argues, it can and should do more.
Israel has been the big laggard among the world's democracies in supporting Ukraine, even as Russia has taken an increasingly pro-Hamas stance. But while Israel -- mired in war in Gaza and facing the possibility of another war in Lebanon -- can no longer afford to donate military equipment to Ukraine, it could still join the sanctions regime on Russia. That would be the perfect riposte to Russian demands that the United Nations impose sanctions on Israel.
The world's leading illiberal powers recognize their congruence of interests and are drawing closer together to tear down the rules-based international order. The world's democracies need to be at least as staunch in staring down the threat from the "alignment of evil."
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Extreme heat should inspire urgency, not doom 
On climate change, both denialism and fatalism are mere postures, not serious points of view. 
By Eugene Robinson | 2024-06-20

Heat rises from the pavement in D.C. on Tuesday. (Jahi Chikwendiu/The Washington Post)


On climate change, as we swelter through this heat wave, both denialism and fatalism are mere postures, not serious points of view. With evidence of human-induced global warming all around us, hopeful realism is our only choice.
A relentless and punishing heat dome has settled over the Midwest and Northeast, roasting half of the country, day after day. The first named storm of the hurricane season made landfall in Mexico on Thursday morning and is bringing heavy rain and flooding to Texas. Florida is struggling to recover from record-setting rains that caused widespread flooding. New Mexico and California are battling to contain huge wildfires. And all of this is happening in June -- before summer even begins.
It is true that no single weather event, including this oppressive heat, can be definitively blamed on climate change. But it is also true that no single case of lung cancer can be definitively blamed on cigarette smoking -- yet the percentage of U.S. adults who smoke has plummeted from 45 percent in 1954, before the deadly correlation between smoking and cancer was widely understood, to just 12 percent today, according to Gallup. Anyone who claimed there is no link would be dismissed as a dangerous crank.
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis sounded like an ad for Marlboro cigarettes last week when he claimed the "rain bomb" that dumped up to about two feet of precipitation on parts of his state was nothing out of the ordinary. Like most Republicans, he seeks  political points by pretending climate change does not exist. In May, he signed legislation to ban offshore wind turbines, which supply clean energy, and to weaken rules on natural gas pipelines, which do not.
"We don't want our energy policy driven by climate ideology," DeSantis said Friday. But that is exactly what he's doing. Only blind ideology -- plus personal ambition -- could lead a public official to willfully ignore the link between fossil fuels and climate change. One of our two major political parties has chosen, disgracefully, to posture on an issue that is already changing the way we live.
People get what's happening, though. Gallup reports that 62 percent of U.S. adults worry "a great deal" or "a fair amount" about climate change, and 61 percent understand that the planet is warming primarily because of "pollution from human activities." And the Pew Research Center has found that 67 percent of Americans believe the nation should prioritize developing alternative energy sources, such as wind and solar, while just 32 percent would prioritize expanding production of oil, coal and natural gas.
President Biden is doing both. The United States is producing more fossil fuels, including crude oil, than ever before -- no matter what lies Donald Trump tells about his administration having been more oil-friendly. Meanwhile, Biden's signature Inflation Reduction Act included the biggest-ever investment in the transition to clean energy and making the country carbon-neutral by 2050 -- a goal supported by more than two-thirds of Americans, according to Pew.
But for now, what is the deal with this heat? Why was it hotter near Burlington, Vt., on Wednesday (94 degrees) than it was in Miami (89 degrees)?
That's where uncertainty and the jet stream come in.
Michael E. Mann, director of the Center for Science, Sustainability and the Media at the University of Pennsylvania, is the climate scientist that climate deniers love to hate. He was lead author on the 1998 paper that produced the famous "hockey stick" graph showing how the Earth's temperature has risen sharply since the Industrial Revolution. That was when humans started burning fossil fuels on a large scale, spewing vast amounts of heat-trapping carbon dioxide into the atmosphere.
Mann is careful and cautious in his analysis. While some on social media reacted to a spike in sea surface temperatures with sky-is-falling alarm, Mann attributed the phenomenon to a rare and transient combination of factors -- not some headlong rush toward the end of the world.
In fact, Mann told me this week, global temperatures are rising at the rates climate scientists predicted decades ago. But these extreme weather events reflect an important uncertainty, Mann said, and "uncertainty isn't our friend."
He explained that the polar jet stream, which circumnavigates the globe from west to east, is driven by the contrast in temperature between colder air to the north and warmer air to the south. What climate scientists didn't anticipate was that the Arctic would warm much faster than more temperate latitudes. Some parts of Alaska and Canada were 7 degrees warmer last summer than during an average summer in the 1990s.
That means there is less temperature contrast between the Arctic and moderate air masses, which disrupts the jet stream. Normally, it looks like a wavy line. Now, more often than in the past, it forms big loops that dip far to the south.
"Those patterns tend to get locked in place," Mann said. "Some of the greatest outbreaks of extreme weather in the U.S. and Europe are due to that phenomenon." He included the heat dome that's currently locked above our perspiring heads.
Because polar regions are warming more rapidly than the rest of the planet, ice caps and glaciers are melting faster than scientists anticipated, and the rate of sea-level rise has surpassed expectations.
"We are seeing the warming of the planet that was predicted," Mann said. "But what is true is that some of the impacts of that warming are exceeding what the models predicted."
In other words, the road toward a warmer world got bumpy quicker than scientists anticipated. Now, it is uncertain what's around the next bend.
Mann believes "we've sort of moved beyond denial," despite the GOP's performative rhetoric, because people can see that climate change is happening. But now he has a different concern.
"Doomism is becoming a real threat to action," he told me, noting that "bad actors are fanning the flames" behind the idea that it is already too late to do anything and that they point to these weather extremes as evidence.
"The idea that we're in some kind of runaway feedback loop -- that's just not happening," Mann said. "I want to communicate the urgency, but at the same time I want to stress the agency we have."
Humans have already raised the concentration of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere by a full 50 percent. The more fossil fuels we burn, the worse the effects of climate change will get. But there is still time to make the transition to clean energy, and we should see the task before us not just as a duty but as an opportunity.
I've been following the fight against climate change since I covered the first U.N. Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro in 1992. I agree with Mann: We haven't lost this battle -- not yet, not by a long shot. Keep in mind how Stephen Schneider, one of the legendary pioneers of climate science, used to dismiss fatalism: "The truth is bad enough."
How has a warming world changed your summers? How about your relationship to the season? Share your thoughts with us.
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Summer vacation, in charts 
Decoding the spectrum of packing and activity levels, and how many of us communicate in a foreign language. 
By Edith Pritchett | 2024-06-20

(Edith Pritchett/The Washington Post)
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Biden lambasted the Supreme Court. Now he should support court reform.
He should make court reform a key campaign issue.
By Jennifer Rubin | 2024-06-20

President Biden at a fundraiser in Los Angeles last week. (Kevin Lamarque/Reuters)


President Biden, at a fundraising appearance last weekend with Jimmy Kimmel and former president Barack Obama, observed that "the next president is likely to have two new Supreme Court nominees." He added that felon and former president Donald Trump's appointees have been "very negative in terms of the rights of individuals" and warned that if Trump were elected, he would "appoint two more flying flags upside down."
The Supreme Court "has never been as out of kilter as it is today," Biden stressed. He then listed a number of rights (access to contraception, same-sex marriage) that Justice Clarence Thomas has argued should be reconsidered.
Preventing more Trump appointees should be a strong selling point for Biden. But he might not get the chance to appoint justices -- or at least, not right away. Moreover, the current court's ideological excesses as well as its ethical blunders cry out for long-term, serious court reform. Will Biden push for such measures?
The White House has been mum on ethics reform, leaving the issue to Senate Democrats, who inexplicably have yet to bring the Supreme Court ethics bill that the Senate Judiciary Committee passed last year to the floor for a full vote. There is no reason Biden should not publicly push for the bill.
Moreover, to the dismay of court reform advocates, Biden has never embraced any further structural reform. During the 2020 campaign, he resisted calls for term limits or court expansion. Once elected, he appointed an all-star, bipartisan commission to study court reform. It published an impressive report, but Biden took no action.
The commission's report is worth revisiting. Though the commission declined to provide a unified recommendation, it presented a compelling case for term limits: "Proponents of term limits argue that they would help ensure that the Court's membership is broadly responsive to the outcome of elections over time; make appointments to the Court more predictable and less arbitrary; reduce the chances that excess power might be concentrated in any single Justice for extended periods of time; and enhance the Court's decisionmaking by ensuring regular rotation in decisionmakers, while maintaining judicial independence by guaranteeing long terms and lifetime salaries."
The commissioners also recognized the considerable bipartisan support among the public and scholars. As they wrote, "In testimony before the Commission, a bipartisan group of experienced Supreme Court practitioners concluded that an eighteen-year non-renewable term 'warrants serious consideration.' Major think tanks and their leaders have also endorsed the concept, as have both liberal and conservative constitutional scholars."
Critics of term limits on the commission questioned the constitutionality of limiting terms by statute. They also noted the difficulty of passing a constitutional amendment and the time it would take for staggered terms to produce a significant shift in the court's composition.
The commission also considered the more controversial proposal to expand the size of the court (perhaps to 13, matching the number of circuits), with the new appointments spread over multiple presidential terms. There is no magic to the current number of nine, which has not always been in place. The size is tiny compared with courts in other Western democracies. Nevertheless, opponents of expansion expressed fear of reaching an unwieldy number of justices and a vague sense that we should not end "an enduring bipartisan norm against Court packing." (The bipartisan norm against ripping up decades of precedent seems to have gone by the wayside.)
The White House unfortunately took up none of these ideas. But that was before the Dobbs decision overturning abortion rights, among the court's recent serial outrages. It now behooves the president to embrace one or more of the proposals and make court reform an election issue.
Biden's advisers might argue that court reform is not attainable, given Republicans' capacity to filibuster. But similar arguments have not stopped Biden from pushing to codify Roe v. Wade, which would almost certainly face a filibuster. If he is willing to modify the filibuster to protect abortion, there is no reason to withhold support for court reform that would serve to protect the rights on Thomas's hit list.
Moreover, term limits have increased in popularity since the commission issued its report. A July 2022 AP-NORC poll found that "67% of Americans support a proposal to set a specific number of years that justices serve instead of life terms, including 82% of Democrats and 57% of Republicans." Likewise, a University of Massachusetts Amherst poll from June 2023 found that 65 percent of Americans favored term limits for justices. Last month, Hart Research published a poll on behalf of Stand Up America, a pro-democracy advocacy group, and found that 64 percent (including 51 percent of Republicans) approve of term limits.
Term limits are also popular with legal scholars of all ideological stripes. Reuters reported in October, "A bipartisan group of legal experts including a federal appeals court judge and a former U.S. solicitor general on Wednesday threw their support behind 18-year term limits for U.S. Supreme Court justices, calling the proposal a 'vital reform' that would reduce partisanship and improve the judiciary's overall reputation." That group included conservatives such as Charles Fried, solicitor general under Ronald Reagan, and Akhil Reed Amar, an "originalist" scholar at Yale Law School.
In sum, Biden should align his policy and his rhetoric. A firm commitment to ethics reform would focus attention on the ethical blunders of Thomas and Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr. It would also put Republicans on defense and build consensus for the idea. With public opinion strongly on his side, Biden can push for term limits even if he doesn't want to embrace the more controversial idea of court expansion.
The more focus on the Supreme Court, whose approval is historically low and whose rulings infuriate large numbers of voters, the better for Democrats. If Biden prevails and Democrats win majorities in both houses, he can then claim a mandate to push forward.
The court is broken, unpopular and in dire need of reform. Biden knows it and should make court reform a key campaign issue.
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Three potential wild cards for a razor-close Biden-Trump election
With the 2024 race seemingly frozen and super-close, let's consider some scenarios if that holds.
By Jason Willick | 2024-06-20

(The Washington Post) 


The Trump-Biden rematch is too close (40.8 percent to 40.3 percent in the FiveThirtyEight polling average on Wednesday) to handicap with confidence, and too frozen (Trump's barely statistically significant lead has held for months) to deliver much horse-race drama. But if the candidates remain as neck-and-neck as they currently appear, some unexpected things could happen after the polls close in November. Three wild-card outcomes deserve closer consideration.
The first is the possibility that Trump ekes out the most votes -- and loses the presidency. Yes, it's unlikely; FiveThirtyEight's data wizards assign this possibility a 1-in-100 chance, compared with an 11-in-100 chance that Biden loses despite a popular-vote lead. But the winner-take-all electoral college is a fickle institution. It tilted toward Democrats in 2012, only to deliver the presidency to Trump in 2016 despite Hillary Clinton's popular-vote plurality.
There are some signs the GOP's alleged "structural advantage" in elections -- its propensity to win more political power than its raw vote totals would suggest -- is slipping. In the 2022 midterms, Republican candidates won 3 million more votes than Democrats in races for the House of Representatives. That decisive margin that would have yielded an overwhelming GOP House majority in previous elections. Yet Republicans only barely won control of the chamber. It turned out that the GOP coalition was less geographically "efficient" than it had been during the 2010s.
Could a similar dynamic manifest in the electoral college in 2024? It's not currently apparent in swing-state polling. But if Trump did end up coming up short in electoral votes despite a strong popular-vote performance, it would likely be because he overperformed in solidly Democratic states without actually winning them.
For example, it's safe to say Biden will easily win New York's electoral votes this November. But while Biden won the state by 23 percentage points in 2020, some recent polls have shown a single-digit race there. It's also possible to imagine Trump's widely reported demographic inroads among Hispanics cutting into Biden's margin in California without affecting the electoral college result.
Partisan views of the electoral college have been polarized since 2000, with the institution more popular among Republicans. Democrats are more likely to decry it as an instrument of "minority rule." If Biden secured a second term despite failing to again win the most votes, Trump would cry foul and Democrats would rejoice. Would views of the institution flip? Or would efforts to change it gain momentum?
Then there's the possibility that Trump wins the presidency but Democrats hold the Senate. Most analysts take for granted that a Trump victory would come with a Republican Senate majority. That's certainly a very good bet. States usually vote for the same party for senator and president.
But as the Cook Political Report's Amy Walter has pointed out, there is a surprising divergence between presidential and Senate polling this cycle. Republican Senate candidates are losing in a number of states that Trump is winning. In Cook's Nevada poll, for example, Trump leads Biden by nine points while the Republican Senate candidate is trailing incumbent Democratic Sen. Jacky Rosen by seven. "Democratic Senate candidates aren't paying as big a price for voters' economic frustrations" as Biden is, Walter writes, "while Republicans have not created separation between themselves and Trump's most problematic positions."
There probably are not enough split-ticket voters in states such as Ohio, Montana and Florida to give Trump the presidency and Democrats continued control of the Senate. But peculiar polling trends at least raise the possibility. That would make for an extraordinary second Trump term. Trump's Cabinet picks would be at the mercy of the Democratic Party, and few if any federal judges could be confirmed. The power struggle between the White House and Congress would likely reach new levels of intensity.
Finally, consider the possibility of an electoral college tie, throwing the election to the House of Representatives. FiveThirtyEight's model gets that result in about five out of 1,000 simulations. One route to a 269-269 electoral college split would be Trump winning back Pennsylvania and Michigan from Biden's 2020 column and the map otherwise staying the same.
The House would then break the tie as the 12th Amendment requires. But that doesn't mean the majority party in the House would necessarily get its way. The amendment says "in choosing the President, the votes shall be taken by states, the representation from each state having one vote." It's possible, for example, that Democrats win control of the House but that Republicans make up a majority in more state delegations.
The process hasn't been tested since the election of 1824, and could be vulnerable to procedural subterfuge. In a brief in the Supreme Court case on whether the Jan. 6, 2021, Capitol riot disqualified Trump from the ballot, election law specialists considered what might happen in case of an electoral college tie:
"To start, the House would need to establish rules for conducting the election ... Democrats in the House would have a partisan incentive to adopt a rule provision first requiring a majority vote on each candidate's qualification to hold office. If they held a majority of the House, Democrats could sustain an objection to Mr. Trump's candidacy on Section 3 grounds and exclude him from the ballot in its Twelfth Amendment election."
That warning rings true. Next Jan. 6, when the new Congress would resolve the matter, if Democrats hold the House majority -- and especially if Biden had just prevailed in the popular vote -- would they really allow the House Republican minority to elect Trump under the process prescribed by the 12th Amendment, enacted in 1804?
These scenarios are all unlikely. But the probability of each increases in the event of a close presidential race. If there's any common lesson from them, it's that narrow electoral margins put strain on the political and governing processes. A healthy political party would defeat either Trump or Biden decisively. But alternating razor-thin margins might be all our current dilapidated parties can deliver. Buckle up for the fallout.
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Latin America is not interested in another Cold War
Unfortunately, the United States -- with a concerned eye on China -- seems itching to start one.
By Eduardo Porter | 2024-06-20

A Chinese container ship passes through the Panama Canal on Dec. 3, 2018. (Arnulfo Franco/AP)


In March, Gen. Laura J. Richardson, commander of the U.S. Southern Command, outlined for the House Armed Services Committee a long list of threats stemming from China's growing involvement in the region.
The People's Republic of China is not merely after Latin America's abundant natural resources, she argued, or simply focused on the isolation of Taiwan. Its investments in deepwater ports, space infrastructure and cyber facilities could become "points of future multi-domain access" for the Chinese military, allowing China to project power in choke points such as the Panama Canal, monitor and track U.S. forces and even improve its nuclear targeting.
"It is imperative that we view the PRC's economic activities, particularly in the Americas, as connected to their global political and military desires," she told the committee.
The alarm bells have grown shriller with each passing month. For Latin American leaders, they offer a grim reminder of what can happen when Washington fears the region might be slipping to the other side.
Perhaps SouthCom's alarmism should be taken with a grain of salt. Rebecca Bill Chavez, who was deputy assistant secretary of defense for Western Hemisphere affairs during the Obama administration and now heads the Inter-American Dialogue in D.C., told me that raising the alarm about existential threats in the region has been a standard ploy to draw attention and resources from Washington.
Still, Richardson's opinion matters. She has become one of the most visible U.S. officials in Latin America, often on tour to meet top-ranking civilian and military leaders in Ecuador, Peru, Colombia, Chile, Brazil and Argentina.
What's more, her mistrust of China's intentions is by now broadly shared beyond the U.S. military. Civilians in Washington are not happy about the deepwater megaport that China's Cosco Shipping is building in Peru. They are getting antsy about Chinese exports to and investments in Mexico, claiming they are designed to circumvent U.S. tariffs.
A few years ago, the Chilean government annulled a contract with a Chinese company to manufacture Chilean passports and IDs after officials from the U.S. Department of Homeland Security warned it would be difficult for Chile to remain in the visa waiver program if China had access to Chileans' passport data.
The United States also leaned on Chile to nix a bid by Huawei to build a trans-Pacific undersea cable connecting Valparaiso to Shanghai. It also tried to block a 2022 deal for China to build Argentina's fourth nuclear power plant, Atucha III. It stopped Mexico from deploying Chinese-made scanners at its border checkpoints.
Altogether, Washington's not-too-subtle message is that it wants Latin America to get on board against its new global rival. As Joshua Meltzer of the Brookings Institution noted about Washington's concerns over China's growing links with Mexico, "Failure to cooperate more deeply on how to respond to China risks the U.S. adopting a more go-it-alone approach."
Latin American leaders, however, see little upside to Washington's proposition. They might not endorse China's craving for Taiwan or share its desire to displace the United States as global hegemon, but neither do they love Washington's ambition to box China out. Especially for the big commodity producers in South America, China has been a godsend.
The Cold War model is something the region would rather avoid. From the Alliance for Progress proposed in the wake of the Cuban Revolution through support of the military coup against Chilean President Salvador Allende in 1973 and the funding of contras fighting the Sandinista government in Nicaragua in the mid-1980s, Washington's sole objective in Latin America was to prevent it from falling into the embrace of the Soviet Union.
The demise of the U.S.S.R. offered a brief moment when other paths could be pursued. The United States signed on to the North American Free Trade Agreement and even proposed a Free Trade Area of the Americas to glue the continent together with ties of trade and investment. But the terrorist attacks on 9/11 slammed that door shut. Washington lost interest in the region -- until China started poking around.
The United States should understand, however, that the "you're either with me or against me" model of the Cold War won't work in the present. Thuggish and poor, the Soviet Union didn't have much to offer in exchange for obedience. China, by contrast, has money to invest plus an enormous appetite for the raw materials that underpin the economies of several South American countries. Moreover, Beijing is not demanding unflinching political allegiance. "Until now, the Chinese have not ideologized nor politicized the relationship," Jorge Castaneda, Mexico's former foreign minister, told me.
China's growing economic involvement certainly presents a challenge for the United States and its influence in the region. China offers Latin American countries a measure of strategic independence: They can now snub their nose at Washington, knowing there is an alternative source of finance and commerce.
Even in Mexico -- the least likely country in the region to snub Washington, as it is intimately tied to the U.S. economy and has fairly weak ties to China -- officials are enjoying the idea. As Mexican Foreign Minister Alicia Barcena told the New Yorker, "Mexico will have to look for other paths" if the United States turns protectionist under a second Trump administration. "China is a country that is constantly looking out for Mexico."
It is important not to overstate the case in either direction. China invested about $193 billion in Latin America and the Caribbean between 2000 and 2023, according to Red ALC-China, an academic network that monitors the regions' relationship with China. That amounted to only 6.6 percent of total foreign investment in Latin America and the Caribbean over the period. U.S. companies invest more in a single year. And, sure, the much-maligned Huawei is among the Chinese investors, but it accounts for only 2.6 percent of China's money. Most of its investment has gone into mining and electric power infrastructure.
Maybe there is a reason for Washington to worry about the Chinese military's space-monitoring station in Patagonia. But whatever the real threat, it is unhelpful to view Latin America simply as a theater of economic conflict in which to wipe China out. Overall, Washington will make more progress when it offers itself to Latin American leaders as a partner, not a scold.
This might not be easy, especially since Washington has turned its back on trade, once the most powerful tool it had to build economic ties and alliances across the world. Still, the United States will have better luck if it arrives in Latin American capitals in civilian dress with promising cooperation prospects than it currently does showing up in military regalia hoping to strong-arm the region's leaders into accepting Washington's perceived threats as their own.
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The moose did not eat my family
Did you know more people are injured by moose than by bears? We didn't either, until we got to Alaska.
By Jim Geraghty | 2024-06-20

A moose that the writer and his family spotted in Denali National Park in Alaska. (Jim Geraghty/The Washington Post) 


DENALI NATIONAL PARK, Alaska -- There are hundreds of moose, grizzly bears and black bears in Denali National Park, but given that the park covers 9,492 square miles, the likelihood of encountering a moose or bear is pretty low, according to the National Park Service. The sparse distribution isn't a result of hunting or disease; it just takes a lot of land to provide enough food and habitat for such massive mammals.
I'm with my family on a summer vacation, including a roughly 40-mile bus tour into Denali National Park. The scenery is spectacular, and, as our guide suggests, maybe it's just as well not to get our hopes up about seeing a moose or bear, because our visit has coincided with the time of year those animals are typically in an aggressive mood.
Apparently, the bears like to eat moose calves, and right around early June, the surviving calves become fast enough to evade the bears, leaving the bears hangry. Moose mothers, having lost a significant portion of their young, can also be bad-tempered by the time June rolls around.
Moose aren't carnivorous, but they'll charge at, kick or stomp anything they deem a threat. If you encounter a bear (a real one, not just an internet meme), you have several self-preservation options -- try to make yourself as big as possible, create a lot of noise or play dead. With a threatening moose, the advice from the Alaska Department of Fish and Game is "run and get behind something solid, like a tree." Our guide says that, just the week before, she and her dog encountered an agitated, massive moose -- they can weigh well over 1,000 pounds -- and eventually had to hide in a neighbor's greenhouse.
Believe it or not, the fish and game department warns that more people in the state are injured by moose than by bears each year. In Alaska, moose outnumber bears 3 to 1, and they injure between five and 10 people annually, mostly in vehicle accidents. That's more than grizzly bear and black bear attacks combined; thankfully, most people have the good sense to keep away from bears.
On the bus tour, we technically see Dall sheep and a golden eagle. I say "technically" because to the naked eye, they're specks in the far distance, although our guide has a video camera with an impressive magnifying lens. We also see a fox, but big deal -- in our neighborhood in Fairfax County, foxes are so commonplace that they snatch hot dogs off under-supervised backyard grills.
My wife and two teenagers are itching to get out and experience stretches of Denali on foot, so we get off the bus. We're about two-thirds of the way up the Mount Healy Overlook Trail when my younger teenager announces he needs to pee. I figure I'd better not let him get out of sight -- not a matter of precognition so much as thinking it's best to keep an eye on anyone who goes off a trail in the wild. The ground is soft and spongy, because of the permafrost, absorbing the sound of footsteps.
And then, a few moments after my son begins his business, I see it, about 40 feet away and moseying in our direction: a moose. Or, as some people apparently call it, a "murder horse." It has no antlers, so it looks like the Black Stallion on a rigorous steroid regimen.
We're no more than 20 feet off the trail, have been off it for barely a minute and, despite the long odds, have just run into wildlife that absolutely dwarfs me, and I'm 6-foot-2. I can't tell whether this is a female moose (I guess the absence of antlers means it is), and thus more likely to be dangerous at this time of year. It doesn't seem agitated or angry, but I'm not a moose psychologist.
Now, before our guide's moose-awareness talk, I would have been more fascinated than worried, and probably cracking Bullwinkle jokes. But now I know my family and I are having a close encounter with an animal that our guide -- someone who's also run into grizzly bears several times -- seemed genuinely worried about.
I call out to my family, my voice about one octave higher than usual. It's less primal fear than a sudden, intense realization that I cannot control what happens next, and the odds of an angry-moose incident are suddenly greater than zero.
My son and I retreat to the trail. Our massive moose friend comes out, too, and then turns down the trail, headed toward the four of us. It doesn't seem angry, but it is clearly aware -- and not the least bit intimidated.

A sign at Denali National Park. (Jim Geraghty/The Washington Post) 


My older teenager, who went through a burst of Bear Grylls worship a few years ago, urges everyone to back away slowly and quietly. I regret to inform you that I am less than great at the "slow" and "quiet" parts. We retreat a bit more, and the moose advances a bit more. Remembering the hide-behind-a-tree advice, we retreat into the woods. The mosquitoes are thrilled at the arrival of a four-person blood buffet. We peek out.
The moose is still there, still moving slowly in our direction. Down at the visitor center, large signs had warned, "WARNING: MOOSE ARE EXTREMELY DANGEROUS. DO NOT APPROACH." They didn't say anything about what to do if the moose keeps following you, like the party guest you're trying to avoid. We retreat deeper into the woods, standing back to back, in case some other massive animal in the woods is approaching simultaneously.
After a few minutes of the mosquitoes dining like kings, our hearts pounding and adrenalin pumping, the moose loses interest and wanders off. We return to the trail, encountering some hikers coming down the way we were headed.
Excited, we say, "Did you guys see the moose?"
"What moose?"
Good thing I took a photo; otherwise, no one would believe us.
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These gaming terms are transforming slang. Do you know them?
Even those not involved in gaming culture are becoming familiar with the new vocabulary.
By Adam Aleksic | 2024-06-20

(Washington Post illustration; iStock) 


Adam Aleksic is a Gen Z linguist and content creator posting educational videos under the username @etymologynerd.
The English language just downloaded a new expansion pack.
Dozens of video game terms have sneaked into everyday conversation over the past several years, particularly among younger people. For instance, it's common to hear "speedrun" for completing a task quickly, "sidequest" to tell your friends about an unexpected adventure or "spawn" when you've made a sudden appearance.
All of these come from gaming culture, where they're used to describe virtual actions -- yet they've transformed into offline slang.
Since at least the early 2000s, millennials have adopted gaming words such as "noob" (short for "newbie"), "OP" (short for "overpowered") and "gg" (short for "good game") in real life. These terms reached such ubiquity online that they made intuitive sense when extended to analogous in-person interactions.
This phenomenon isn't unique to video games, of course: Look at the history of baseball metaphors in English, with phrases such as "swing and a miss," "home run" and "strike out." We have these expressions because so much of our culture revolved around baseball for so long. America's pastime constituted an important shared experience from which we could abstract our metaphors.
Now America has a new pastime. Roughly 70 percent of U.S. adults play video games on at least one platform, according to a 2022 survey, compared with the 50 percent who keep up with Major League Baseball. Even those not involved in gaming culture inevitably must become familiar with the vocabulary, since it serves as a linchpin of Gen Z popular culture.
There has also been an uptick in "narrative identity-building," or the construction of personal stories around ourselves. People refer to themselves as the "main character," describe others as "NPCs" (non-playable characters) and romanticize their past adventures as "lore," a term frequently used to describe the backstories of characters in video game universes. Even "sidequest" implies a departure from the overarching plotline, like a diversion from the structured adventure of a role-playing game.
In the same way that baseball slang gave us more ways to talk about success and competition -- think phrases such as "big hitter," "grand slam" and "knock it out of the park" -- video games help us describe our conscious experience through comparisons with their virtual storylines. Just look at popular memes, which often start with the discourse marker "POV," coming from the "point of view" perspective in video games. It's an invitation to experience media in the first person, allowing the viewer to build a narrative identity, just like we've all been conditioned to do.
Many of these terms start in ironic contexts. A lot of metaphors arise because it sounds funny to extend a phrase from one context into another that it's less associated with -- but comedy eventually gives way to authenticity.
Even if people initially said "swing and a miss" or "gg" in a joking manner, those phrases are now acceptable in serious contexts, as they've lost their humorous subtext. The same will be true for a newer generation of words. Eventually, people might be surprised to learn that "speedrun" or "spawn" had origins in gaming.
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We might be able to swim in the Potomac soon. Really.
D.C.'s rivers have become much cleaner and safer. It's time to reconsider the swim ban.
By Ana Little-Sana | 2024-06-20
Ana Little-Sana is a marathon swimmer who lives in Washington.
Like any dedicated long-distance swimmer, I have my dreams. Crossing the English Channel, circumnavigating Manhattan or swimming the Catalina Channel are all thrilling to contemplate. But no daydream holds a stronger allure for me than freely swimming in the gorgeous rivers that flow through my home of Washington D.C.
Whenever I walk along the Potomac and Anacostia waterfronts, I picture myself floating out there on the water, taking in the city sights. As summer begins, the dream gets stronger but also broader. I wish for the city to ease, and one day reverse, the swim ban that keeps people out of its rivers, so that I'll have company out there.
How long till my dream of swimming in the Anacostia and Potomac comes true?
For now, this classic summer activity is out of local bounds. Swimming in D.C.'s waters has been illegal since 1971, when it was codified in multiple places within the D.C. municipal code. The ban is backed up by federal law, including National Park Service regulations against swimming in the Tidal Basin or any other NPS-controlled bodies of water in the District.

Participants swim past the Lincoln Memorial in the Nation's Triathlon in September 2008. (John McDonnell/The Washington Post) 


At the time, the restrictions were a necessary public health measure, unfortunately. Back in the '70s, high levels of bacteria from human fecal matter were detected in the rivers, coming from sewage. But the law has not been amended in decades, despite great improvements made to the city's water filtration systems. It's time for that to change.
Further improvements are on the horizon. In 2030, the District of Columbia Water and Sewer Authority is slated to complete the Potomac River Tunnel project, an effort to keep sewage from overflowing into the waterways during heavy rains. That will make a dramatic difference. The city of Alexandria's RiverRenew Tunnel System Project is expected to deliver similar results by the end of 2025.
But we shouldn't have to wait years. Today, many spots along the Potomac and Anacostia have bacteria levels consistently low enough to allow for safe swimming, and the water quality continues to improve. The city should consider a new approach that falls between a ban and a green light.
Rain is the key variable. Water quality and bacteria levels can change unpredictably after inclement weather, a major roadblock to safe swimming. The D.C. swimming statute has strict regulations for acceptable bacteria levels at which the ban can be lifted, and no water testing site can currently satisfy quality standards 100 percent of the time. But that doesn't mean that D.C.'s rivers must remain always unswum.
The Potomac Riverkeeper Network and Anacostia Riverkeeper publish water quality data so residents and policymakers can track the progress of the cleanup. Both organizations have robust monitoring programs, and the Potomac Riverkeeper Network reports data weekly during the summer months.
In a future when swimming is legal in D.C., people could use the most up-to-date numbers to make individual recreation decisions. And in the case of rain, the city could close access points to the rivers to keep residents safe.

Bathing Beach, 1922.
(Photos by Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division) 



Muriel Quackenbush in a surf chair at Bathing Beach, June, 1922. 



Swimmers on a wooden structure in the Potomac, near the Lincoln Memorial, in 1923. 


Consider the Wharf. The waterfront Southwest D.C. neighborhood resembles the harbor of Copenhagen, where a once-toxic industrial port was transformed into a popular swimming destination, thanks to investments in systems that can handle sewer discharge and a concerted effort to clean up toxic chemicals.
Now, Copenhagen harbor has public baths and beaches that are safe to swim except in times of especially heavy rain, when bacteria-laden wastewater and other pollutants are released into the harbor. Sound familiar? Copenhagen employs an online warning system to alert residents when the water is off limits because of poor quality. Copenhagen's commitment to waterfront recreation provides a great example for the District to follow.
So, I'm not talking about letting people cannonball into the rivers tomorrow. What's needed is for advocates and officials to come together and collaborate on a system that moves us away from our one-size-fits-all ban. It will take time to do right, but this future surely exists. The Potomac and Anacostia are waiting.

The Anacostia River seen from Anacostia Park in Washington on June 14, 2021.  (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post) 
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The path to peace between Israel and Palestinians
Readers respond to David Ignatius's recent columns on Israel and Gaza, and Mr. Ignatius responds.
By Letters to the Editor | 2024-06-19

A memorial ceremony marking Memorial Day for Israel's Fallen Soldiers and Victims of Hostile Acts, at Mount Herzl cemetery in Jerusalem, on May 12. (Heidi Levine for The Washington Post). 


I disagree with assertions by David Ignatius in his June 6 op-ed, "Biden is right. We must seize this opportunity for peace." His claim that "dictatorial rule by Hamas is finished" was wishful thinking. The threat Hamas presents to Israel matters just as much as its political power, and Hamas remains lethal, controlling weapons and tunnels. Hamas fighters' use of RPGs against Israeli forces during the hostage rescue operation demonstrates the organization's continued capacity to engage.
Mr. Ignatius argued that "the framework for [Palestinian governance] will be built by supporters of the Palestinian Authority." But a recent survey from the Palestinian Center for Policy and Survey Research found that more than 60 percent of respondents wanted to dissolve the Palestinian Authority. And 61 percent of Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza wanted Hamas to run Gaza after the war, vs. just 6 percent who preferred the Palestinian Authority under its current leadership. Hamas won't relinquish power peacefully, even if it means civil war as in 2007.
Mr. Ignatius said that "the United Nations, Egypt and Qatar would lead an international effort for comprehensive reconstruction" of Gaza. But those two Arab nations and the United Nations are complicit in militarizing and radicalizing Palestinians. Egypt has had to be pressured to address Hamas's tunnel construction and arms smuggling. Qatar funds Hamas (and before Oct. 7 did so with encouragement from Israel) and shelters its leaders. For years, outside reports have documented evidence that U.N. schools teach anti-Jewish attitudes and sometimes outright Jew-hatred. Israel can't trust these entities to rebuild Gaza.
Mr. Ignatius wrote that he has "been urging Israel for months to finish its campaign," a campaign that retired Gen. David H. Petraeus described in a conversation with Mr. Ignatius as "fiendishly difficult."  To reach "the day after," Israel needs more time to decimate Hamas and destroy tunnels. This "opportunity for peace" is a phantasm.
Charles D. Eden, Atlanta
David Ignatius was right that, as the title of his June 6 op-ed put it, "We must seize this opportunity for peace." But the question remains: Who should be included in that "we"?
Mr. Ignatius rightly asked that blunt question, but to my mind, he failed to go far enough. Let's not forget that after Israel withdrew from Gaza in 2005, the assumption was that the governing authority would continue to be the corrupt and dysfunctional Palestine Authority. In the elections soon after, Hamas, campaigning as the Change and Reform Party, defeated the ruling Fatah party and then consolidated its hold over Gaza with force. Did Gazans know then that they were empowering an Islamist extremist government? Of course they did. Why are they not speaking up now? Some are. Others might feel they don't have the power to do so, that Hamas will not let them or that they have to focus on surviving. It's hard to blame them at this point.
The better blunt question is: Why is it that here in the United States, Palestinian American citizens, Muslim elected members of Congress, and leaders of large Muslim communities in the Midwest have not spoken up forcefully against Hamas and for peace with Israel? Their ability to speak up is unlimited. Supporting two states without recognizing Israel's right to exist is meaningless. Because we hear nothing else, it's too easy to interpret such silence as support for Hamas and Hamas' goal of eliminating Israel. They are the "we" who should be seizing the opportunity for peace. Their silence is deafening.
Barry Leibowitz, Bethesda
Finally, David Ignatius hit the nail on the head. Why, indeed, aren't the majority of Palestinians demanding that Hamas accept the most recently advanced peace initiative by the United States? Until now, too few commentators have asked that key question lest it appear that they are suggesting that Palestinian citizens themselves are the main obstacle to peace.
Yet that continued support for armed struggle explains why Hamas has been empowered to reject generous peace initiatives propounded by the Israelis. The inability to confront that reality also explains why credulous demonstrators, many of them college students, are so enamored of the Palestinian cause. Poll after poll demonstrates that the overwhelming majority of Palestinians are not only supportive of Hamas but also wholeheartedly against a two-state solution.
David R. Solomon, Owings Mills
David Ignatius wrote that "surely, it's in the interest of Palestinians civilians who have suffered so much in this conflict" for Hamas to accept a peace deal with Israel. But Hamas is not concerned with the welfare of the Palestinian people.
As the Wall Street Journal reported extensively this month, Hamas leader  Yehiya Sinwar wants Palestinian casualties with which to demonize Israel. Hamas uses Palestinians civilians and civilian facilities as shields for its war efforts. Ordinary Gazans do not always receive the full ratio of food aid Hamas is supposed to deliver to them and end up relying on black markets.
Hamas is all about Israel, not about Palestinian welfare. Regrettably, Palestinians living in areas governed by the Palestinian Authority seem to support Hamas's Israel obsession. Two-thirds of Palestinians support the Hamas raid on Oct. 7 outright, and 80 percent see it as an effective tactic for elevating Palestinian concerns on the world stage. If permitted to vote, Palestinian voters would choose Hamas over the Palestinian Authority. It's hard to imagine a scenario in which Palestinians would pressure Hamas en masse to stop the war.
Iran is the biggest beneficiary of all, masterminding the war against Israel without paying a price for its intervention.
Of all the international actors, only Israel is forthright about the necessity of deradicalizing all Palestinians. Only when this is accomplished can the Palestinians accept the legitimacy of the Jewish state and all can live in peace. This will never happen if the war is stopped prematurely, leaving Hamas capable of regaining control.
Larry Shapiro, Calgary, Alberta
David Ignatius has been a go-to for me regarding thoughtful insight on the Israel-Gaza war. To say I was disappointed in his June 6 op-ed would be a gross understatement. In writing that "Gaza could actually experience something of a postwar boom," he unduly minimized not only the immensity of what innocent Palestinians have suffered but also what they face for decades to come.
To imply that a fragile deal that might or might not be reached will make it possible for Gaza to thrive anytime in the near future seems to ignore the tragic history of Middle East "peace deals." Surely history has taught us that once the parties have signed on the dotted line, the truly difficult work begins. Those parties need to be held accountable to their promises until they are fully realized. If the United States and other nations are genuinely serious about a lasting resolution to this complex conflict, they will aid and support the peacekeeping and humanitarian nonpolitical agencies on the ground that will do just that.
Even if by some miracle we do see a quick recovery of the infrastructure that Israeli forces have flattened, what about the millions of civilians who survive, especially the children? Their medical and mental trauma will last throughout their lifetimes and reverberate for generations. There will be no "postwar boom" for them.
Pam Kirby, Ashland, Va.
The anguish of the Gaza war is evident in readers' thoughtful responses to my recent columns. They pose questions I have been struggling with over nearly 45 years of covering the Israeli-Palestinian conflict: Why don't Palestinians speak up against bad leaders who have squandered opportunities for peace, as Barry Leibowitz, David R. Solomon and Charles D. Eden ask? Why does Hamas use Palestinian civilians for cover and spend their blood as a currency of war, as Larry Shapiro says? And on the other side, why is the United States unable to curb Israeli operations in Gaza that President Biden and other officials have warned from the beginning are an overreaction akin to what the United States experienced after 9/11, as Pam Kirby implicitly asks?
I try to remind myself of a promise I made decades ago to Israeli and Palestinian readers, when I was The Post's foreign editor: that I would try to see this conflict "whole," even when the pieces were so shattering to each side. Through these years, I've become more convinced than ever that Israelis can't have enduring security unless Palestinians do, and vice versa. For combatants, there's no middle in this conflict, but that's the space that journalists must inhabit.
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Timed-entry passes prevent national parks from being loved to death
More scenic sites require reservations this summer, but that's not as bad as you might think.
By Editorial Board | 2024-06-20

Visitors take in the setting sun from Tunnel View at Yosemite National Park in 2022. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


Summer officially begins Thursday, with the solstice occurring at 4:51 p.m. -- the earliest since June 20, 1796. Yet even when the longest day of the year arrives more promptly than expected, there aren't enough hours in it to enjoy all the fun warm-weather activities one would like. Case in point: visiting the national parks. That's on many a family's itinerary this summer, but space is limited, especially now that crowds in the park system have returned to -- or exceeded -- pre-pandemic levels.
In fact, overcrowding has become a serious problem for some of the most popular parks. In addition to risks this creates for the parks' wildlife, ecosystems and man-made infrastructure, the sheer stress -- traffic jams, fights over parking spots, congested hiking trails -- can spoil what should be a relaxing time in the great outdoors. Park rangers sometimes spend more time directing traffic than on duties that actually enhance visitors' experience, such as interpretive talks.
The National Park Service is responding pragmatically, however, managing the flow of people through the parks with timed-entry reservation systems. About a dozen of the most popular destinations now require booking in advance. The federal government's travel-planning platform, Recreation.gov, issued more than 2 million timed-entry passes last year, as well as 1.5 million permits and 4 million camping reservations. Recent experience at Yosemite National Park in California illustrates the need: Yosemite instituted a timed-entry system to deal with a surge of outdoor recreation seekers during the pandemic, discontinued it last year, experienced gridlock -- and reinstated the reservation system this year.
The latest to join the trend is Rocky Mountain National Park, just outside booming Denver. Last month, the NPS announced that Rocky Mountain, where annual visits exceeded 4 million in 2023, up by about a million from 2013, will institute a permanent timed-entry reservation system this summer. The purpose is to spread entries out across the day and throughout the park during the high season from late May to mid-October. The NPS acted only after testing the concept in pilot programs for three years.
To be sure, getting a permit to experience natural wonders feels at odds with America's land-of-the-free ethos and with the fact that those natural wonders belong to the public. Rep. Ryan Zinke (R-Mont.), who was interior secretary in the Trump administration, has denounced what he calls "a deliberate strategy to keep the public out of parks." In addition to objections along those lines, critics of the reservation system cite practical issues: Lodge owners near parks complain of canceled bookings. Reserving online precludes road-trip spontaneity, and the process can be a hassle, especially when the internet turns glitchy. Indeed, there are concerns about equity in a system that favors those with computer and internet access.
Valid though the criticisms might be, the essential trade-off remains: maximizing access to the parks vs. preserving their quality. Properly designed reservation systems can help strike the right balance. Rocky Mountain, for example, took three steps to maximize flexibility for visitors. The park releases 40 percent of each day's available passes at 7 p.m. the night before so they aren't all snapped up a month ahead of time. Reservations are required only from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Finally, in what's sometimes rare for federal agencies, the park promises to review usage patterns every year and adjust accordingly.
Wherever possible, parks could require reservations only for marquee sites most at risk of being loved to death, as opposed to park access generally. Anyone can enter Zion National Park in Utah, for example, but you need a permit -- distributed by lottery -- to climb the famous Angels Landing. Similarly, vehicle reservations are required to drive to the summit of Cadillac Mountain in Maine's Acadia National Park. And Shenandoah National Park in Virginia now requires tickets to hike Old Rag Mountain from March through November.
Parks should continue to tailor rules to local considerations, with input from the community. Haleakala National Park in Hawaii requires reservations to drive in for the sunrise -- between 3 and 7 a.m. -- but not to see the sunset. Arches National Park in Utah also rewards highly motivated early risers: Tickets are required only from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Smart crowd management at big-name parks might steer more traffic to underutilized gems. An America the Beautiful pass provides unlimited entry to national parks and more than 2,000 other federal recreation sites, only a few of which require timed-entry passes. It's $80 per year, and we'd call that a bargain even at twice the price.
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Louisiana will require public schools to post the Ten Commandments 
Ann Telnaes cartoon on Louisiana posting the Ten Commandments in schools.
By Ann Telnaes | 2024-06-20

(Ann Telnaes/The Washington Post) 
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France, teetering on the brink
France's hard-right National Rally, led by Marine Le Pen, might grasp reins of power next month.
By Lee Hockstader | 2024-06-19

Marine Le Pen and Jordan Bardella, leaders of the French far-right party National Rally, in Paris this month. (Thomas Padilla/AP)


PARIS -- A friend of mine is an organic farmer in Champagne, southeast of Paris, where her calves graze on fragrant fields beneath slopes carpeted with vineyards. She's no fan of National Rally, the hard-right, anti-immigrant party that might gain substantial control of France's government next month after the legislative elections. But what she's seen of the party's knack for retail politics, and for sanitizing its previously toxic image, offers a glimpse into why so many French voters have shifted in National Rally's direction.
For years, she told me, local officials from other political parties ignored invitations to farmers' meetings and agricultural fairs. National Rally's representatives showed up prepared, knowledgeable and ready to talk about farmers' specific problems.
When one vintner worried that the party's anti-immigrant program might choke off the local labor supply, a National Rally official offered reassurance. After another party official attended a recent event, he sent a polite thank-you note, my friend reported.
"They know how to behave in society," she said.
For many French voters, a modicum of civility has not whitewashed the party's extreme policies, let alone the vicious antisemitism of its Holocaust-denying founder, Jean-Marie Le Pen. My friend still isn't voting for National Rally.
But the party's makeover -- the years-long project of Le Pen's daughter Marine and her self-possessed 28-year-old protege, Jordan Bardella -- has been staggeringly successful. For years at the fringes of French politics, it won a crushing victory in France's elections for the European Parliament this month.
Now, ahead of a two-round election for France's own legislature culminating July 7, National Rally is leading a pack of parties in a deeply fractured political field. Its victory could leave President Emmanuel Macron in office -- but, in effect, as the leader of an emasculated opposition.
Beyond National Rally's soaring fortunes, there are several important things to know about the party, and none of them is comforting.
First, it served until Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine as a supplicant and supporter of Vladimir Putin's bloody-minded tyranny and a conduit for Kremlin propaganda. Its ascent to a majority or plurality in France's National Assembly, let alone control of the prime minister's office -- all plausible scenarios -- would likely mark a fissure in the West's united front for Ukraine.
Second, National Rally wants a new order in France, not just different priorities. Instead of promoting the European Union as a counterweight to an aggressive Russia, a voracious China and an increasingly undependable United States, as Macron has done, it seeks nationalist retrenchment. "This would be France's Brexit moment," British historian Timothy Garton Ash wrote this month.
Third, in pursuing its bedrock goal of making France less hospitable for immigrants -- denying them social benefits, pursuing deportations -- it could set a trajectory for long-term decline in a country that, like others in Europe, relies on migrant labor to maintain economic growth as birthrates plummet.
National Rally's triumph this month prompted Macron to call the snap vote for France's legislature, triggering political turmoil. His massive gamble is that the electorate won't repeat, in a domestic ballot, what looked like a protest vote at the continental level. But political momentum -- and, for now, polls -- suggests the party will win the greatest share of lawmakers in the 577-seat National Assembly.
There is little solace in the fact that its main competition appears to be a leftist bloc dominated by radical socialists whose spendthrift program would explode the French economy. As for Macron's own centrist faction, it is running a distant third in the polls.
The Financial Times quoted a senior French business executive as saying the prospect of either France's hard right or hard left entering government was "a choice between the plague and cholera."
National Rally's catastrophizing rhetoric, which portrays a France gripped by chaos, crime and decline, flies in the face of the government's success in driving down unemployment and inflation. But Macron has devised no antidote to the resentment and embittered nostalgia engendered by mass migration, which remains at the heart of the Le Pen-Bardella messaging that "Islamic totalitarianism" will lead to France's "erasure."
Imagine, Bardella told a crowd last year, a France "where every Frenchman and Frenchwoman were living under the same flag, the same language, the same culture." His measured cadence does nothing to negate the radicalism of homogenizing a country whose foreign-born population, roughly 13 percent of residents, includes millions of Muslims. And it's worth noting that France has added fewer immigrants, as a percentage of population, than many other major Western countries over the past two decades.
There is something bizarre in the prospect of an electorate toying with upheaval in a country buoyed by a vibrant start-up culture, robust social spending and an economy that has outperformed many in the European Union. Yet broad swaths of the country are disaffected, especially have-nots alienated by an urban elite whose remoteness and arrogance they see embodied in Macron.
If French voters succeed in giving National Rally the reins of power, they will have exacted revenge for those grievances. But they might come to regret whatever it is that they've wished for.
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You probably think this is our national bird. Think again.
Yes, the bald eagle appears on our Great Seal, but it has no official designation.
By Jack E. Davis | 2024-06-19

A bald eagle in Lexington Park, Maryland, on March 23, 2023. (Bonnie Jo Mount/The Washington Post)


Jack E. Davis is a distinguished professor of history at the University of Florida and the author of "The Bald Eagle: The Improbable Journey of America's Bird."
Members of Congress from Minnesota recently introduced legislation to name Haliaeetus leucocephalus -- the bald eagle -- the national bird of the United States. The National Eagle Center, a nonprofit educational organization in Minnesota, spearheaded the initiative, and the Midwest Alliance of Sovereign Tribes, representing 35 indigenous nations, has adopted a resolution of support.
I know what you might be thinking: Wait, what? Everyone knows the bald eagle is already the national bird.
After all, its gleaming white-headed image fronts the seal of the United States and the seals of nearly every federal agency. It is imprinted on our currency, stitched onto military uniforms and perched on millions of flagstaffs. Just about everywhere we turn, we encounter its elegance: on bumper stickers and business logos, motorcycle jackets and tote bags, T-shirts and drink labels, as well as on rugs, curtains, lampshades, cereal bowls, oven mitts, bath towels, bedspreads, pillowcases and pajamas. Like Wikipedia, any number of government websites will tell you, as The Post also did on April 3, that the bald eagle is our national bird.
Except it's not.
Although the bison has been officially recognized as the national mammal, the oak as the national tree and the rose as the national flower, neither Congress nor any president has bestowed the honor of national bird on any feathered creature.
The confusion stems from the Great Seal of the United States. In 1782, with victory over Great Britain imminent, Congress approved a seal for our new nation with a handsome bald eagle emblazoned at the center. (And, no, Benjamin Franklin never proposed the turkey for the seal. That's a myth for another day.) Ever since, we've conflated the bird's public perch with an appointed position. Some say its presence on the seal makes it our national bird. But if we follow that reasoning, we could say that the pyramid, which also appears on the seal, is our national edifice.
With a national bird as yet unnamed, Congress could confer the honor on any avian of its choosing. Votes could swing to a species tied to a legislator's favorite sports team, such as an oriole, cardinal, jay or penguin. Those are all fine birds, but none project the gravitas of the bald eagle. It has no rival in the qualities we associate with our country and culture -- most strikingly its intense yellow eyes, fixed beneath a heavy brow, that lend it a piercing "don't tread on me" stare, an anatomical equivalent to the Patriots' cry for independence.
It also has inviolable historical credentials: Eagles have been the face of national emblems since the early Roman Empire. Before 1782, however, other symbolic eagles were generic types never actually found in nature, typically featuring solid-black feathering, a menacing head crest, and blood-red claws and beaks. The Founders insisted on authenticity for the Great Seal. The bald eagle represented both a bona fide species and one that lives only in North America. A true all-American, it asserted national and cultural distinction from European influences.
No less compelling among its qualifications for national bird is the bald eagle's historically complicated relationship with the American people. Embracing the high-flying raptor as a spirit bird and relative, Native peoples lived peaceably with it for thousands of years. But for more than two centuries, other Americans tried to exterminate it. Accusing the winged predator of stealing livestock and even kidnapping babies, they executed a slaughter resembling that of the hapless bison. By the late 19th century, sightings of bald eagles in the East and Midwest had become rare.
Fortunately, the country redeemed itself when Congress passed landmark legislation in 1940 to protect bald eagles from willful harm. Unfortunately, DDT hit the commercial market five years later, fouling land and water and passing up the food chain to the top. By 1963, an already unstable population had tumbled to a despairingly low 487 nesting pairs in the contiguous states.
Once again, Americans rose to the occasion. In 1972, the EPA banned the domestic sale of DDT, clearing the way for federal-state restoration initiatives that culminated in a defining conservation success story of our age. Continent-wide, today's bald eagle population thrives at around 500,000, returning to numbers that last existed when Congress adopted the Great Seal.
Elevating the bald eagle to high status as the national bird will have arguably greater meaning today than in 1782. More than a third of national animals worldwide are imperiled. Having proudly graduated from the federal endangered species list, the bald eagle is a model for those struggling to survive. Nesting in our parks, schoolyards, neighborhoods and recreational areas, the noble birds have accepted the company of a people who once sought to eradicate them.
Today, we can't imagine living without them. That we relish sightings in the wild, follow couples and their broods on nest cams, and remain unflinchingly dedicated to their protection is a testament to the country's evolving sensibilities. We owe it to the American people, to Native peoples and to the persevering species to finally and officially recognize the bald eagle as the national bird of the United States.
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Weeks after nursing home lawsuit, Maryland health official resigns
Federal data shows the Office of Health Care Quality, under Tricia Nay's leadership, failed to inspect 104 nursing home facilities for more than four years.
By Katie Shepherd | 2024-06-20

The Maryland State House and state flag. (Michael Robinson Chavez/The Washington Post)


The head of the Maryland agency tasked with regulating nursing home and hospital safety will resign effective June 27, several weeks after a lawsuit revealed a substantial backlog in inspections and complaint investigations.
Tricia Nay joined the Maryland Health Department's Office of Health Care Quality, known as OHCQ, in 2008 and had served as the agency's executive director since 2014. The Health Department did not provide a reason for her resignation in a news release Thursday afternoon. Nay also did not provide a comment in that release.
"We are committed to finding a highly qualified health care quality expert to lead this critical office," Health Secretary Laura Herrera Scott said in a statement announcing the resignation and a national search for Nay's replacement.
The Health Department said OHCQ's mission is to protect the health and safety of Marylanders and ensure there is public confidence in the health care and community service delivery systems. It is tasked with issuing licenses for certain health-care facilities and programs in Maryland, such as nursing homes or assisted living programs.
"Marylanders expect our regulated health care providers to provide high quality care to our patients, especially those who are most vulnerable," Herrera Scott added.
Public trust in the agency has recently waned, particularly in the wake of the coronavirus pandemic. Lengthy emergency room wait times, a sharp rise in adverse incidents reported by Maryland hospitals, and ongoing concerns about the safety of nursing homes have spurred activists to call for the state to take action.
The state agency said it expects the search for a new director of OHCQ to take several months. Until the position is filled, Nilesh Kalyanaraman, deputy secretary of public health services, will serve as acting director.
A lawsuit filed in May accused OHCQ of violating the Americans With Disabilities Act by failing to inspect facilities and address a backlog of complaints of subpar and even dangerous conditions. According to federal data, Maryland has the second-highest percentage of overdue annual inspections in the nation, after Kentucky. More than 80 percent of the state's nursing homes have a recertification survey that is at least 17 months late, and the state has failed to inspect 104 nursing facilities for more than four years. The lawsuit claims those delays led to violations of residents' rights and in some cases may have led to serious injuries.
"There is much work to be done within the Office of Health Care Quality," Kalyanaraman said in a statement announcing the leadership changes. "Since the pandemic, health care services across the country have struggled as they reel from staffing setbacks and other challenges. The Department will hire leadership that builds trust and maintains Maryland's strict standards for quality care."
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Many rape kits remain untested in Md. Now survivors can track them.
Survivors can now see exactly where their rape evidence kit is, and Maryland also will tag all 5,000 cases in its backlog, so those can be tracked as well.
By Tom Jackman | 2024-06-20

From left, Angela Wharton, Gov. Wes Moore (D), Maryland Attorney General Anthony G. Brown (D) and state Sen. Shelly Hettleman (D-Baltimore County). Wharton, a sexual assault survivor, praises the announcement on Thursday of a new statewide tracking system in Maryland for sexual assault evidence kits. (Brian Witte/AP)


In Angela D. Wharton's long journey as a sexual assault survivor, Thursday was a day that signaled there should be no more cases like hers in Maryland.
In 1996, Wharton was raped at gunpoint outside her apartment building in Baltimore. Two years later, her untested sexual assault kit and other evidence were destroyed by police -- an act she didn't discover until 20 years later.
"The very evidence that could have brought my assailant to justice had been callously discarded," Wharton said, "At that moment, I was devastated, revictimized and began to spiral into a deep depression."
Wharton, who founded a support group for assault survivors after her attack, joined advocates and Maryland political leaders Thursday morning to announce a new tracking system for sexual assault evidence kits. When a rape kit is collected in Maryland now, it will receive a bar code that victims can track, so they can see exactly where the kit is located and whether it's been tested, state officials said.
Maryland joins about 40 other states and D.C. that have already implemented case tracking for victims, according to End the Backlog, a project that aims to reduce the number of untested kits across the country. Maryland also will place bar codes on its backlog of about 5,000 untested rape kits, enabling more victims to monitor their investigations, and it will require kits to be preserved for 75 years.
"What a glorious day this is," Wharton said, adding that her "heart overflowed with a mixture of emotions: gratitude and hope and a profound sense of responsibility."
The system was unveiled at a news conference held by Gov. Wes Moore (D) and Attorney General Anthony G. Brown (D), but it actually became operational May 24. Brown said it had already been used 90 times by 14 assault survivors.
"Survivors want action," Brown said. "They expect all of us to do our jobs. The tracking program is going to give survivors the transparency, accountability, dignity and support they deserve."
He said the program would help police and prosecutors find perpetrators, in part by tracking delays and monitoring compliance with laws requiring testing.
"Survivors of sexual assault will no longer be kept in the dark after forensic evidence is collected," he said. "We will empower survivors."
Ilse Knecht, director of policy and advocacy for the Joyful Heart Foundation, which runs the End the Backlog project, said that in states where the tracking system has already been operating, "it's definitely had an impact in that backlogs don't get created again."
For states such as Maryland, which have deadlines on submitting kits for testing, the system can notify police, prosecutors and victims if a deadline has been missed, Knecht said.
"That's a big issue," Knecht said. "Most survivors leave the hospital and never hear about their kit. It's very important for survivors to have information about their kit. ... It's not always about the outcome. It's how they're treated during the process. This is a piece that's giving them back some peace, some control over the process."
The discovery that sex crimes victims had supplied police with physical evidence of their assaults and that vast amounts of this evidence had never been sent to a lab for DNA testing set off a nationwide surge of activity to remedy the problem. Maryland's progress toward a tracking system -- and the gradual reduction of its backlog of cases -- began with a 2017 law that standardized the way rape kits were preserved and tested, state Sen. Shelly Hettleman (D-Baltimore County) said. The kits are now required to be picked up by police within 30 days and sent to a lab within the next 30 days. In 2018, the Maryland General Assembly directed the governor's office to apply for federal funding for a tracking system, and the state has received more than $5 million for that purpose, Hettleman said.

From left, Then-Vice President Joe Biden, Argie Majors, Sen. Ben Cardin (D-Md.), Rep. C.A. Dutch Ruppersberger (D-Md.) and Sen. Barbara A. Mikulski (D-Md.) in 2015. Majors, a biology section manager at the Maryland police's Forensic Science Laboratory, explains the contents of a sample rape kit in Pikesville, Md. (Patrick Semansky/AP)


But state officials also had to determine how many kits were already in police property rooms or labs or hospitals around Maryland, according to Carisa A. Hatfield, an assistant attorney general who advised the state's committee on evidence kits. The process involved counting every one by hand, retrieving victim information and other important data, and was delayed by the pandemic, Hatfield said.
Finally, in October, after having assessed the size of their backlog and expected flow of cases, Maryland hired a vendor, Invita's "Track-Kit," which is used by about 15 other states, and got the system running by last month, Hatfield said.
Baltimore County State's Attorney Scott Shellenberger (D) said he'd already used the system to check on an active case in which two people were sexually assaulted by a stranger.
"I actually went into the system and did a few clicks," Shellenberger said, "and next thing I knew, I knew exactly where those two [evidence] kits were. They were still at the hospital." He said he recognized the name of the nurse who had done the exam on the victims.
Shellenberger said he clicked on the tracking system again before the news conference and saw the kits were now in the Baltimore County police property room. "What has to happen next," Shellenberger said, "is when I click on that the next time, in 30 days, 60 days, I better see that it's not sitting in property evidence. I better see that it's somewhere else being tested. And that's where it comes to accountability. And that's what this system does."
"Today marks a huge step forward," said Lisae Jordan, executive director of the Maryland Coalition Against Sexual Assault. She said she looks forward to an expansion of the system to allow rape crisis centers, child advocacy centers, and sexual assault advocates and attorneys to also access the system. Jordan said MCASA also will probably be involved with locating and notifying victims whose cases are in the backlog.
"We stand ready," Jordan said, "to help survivors navigate the tracking system itself, to use that tracking system to enforce the rights of survivors and to ensure that Maryland never again has a backlog of untested rape kits."
Erin Cox contributed to this report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2024/06/20/rape-kits-tracking-system-maryland/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Lake Anna was 'likely source' of Va.'s E. coli outbreak. Here's what we know.
Virginia officials say Lake Anna is the "likely source" of infections that sickened dozens of people over Memorial Day weekend and triggered a health department investigation.
By Jenna Portnoy | 2024-06-20

Lake Anna State Park in Spotsylvania County, Virginia. (Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation)


Lake Anna, a popular summer vacation spot in Central Virginia, is the "likely source" of infections that sickened dozens of swimmers over Memorial Day weekend, Virginia Department of Health officials investigating the outbreak said Thursday.
Public health officials say they may never know what caused harmful strains of E. coli bacteria to contaminate the freshwater reservoir, but parents have voiced concern about the lack of restrictions during and after the outbreak.
Some of the affected families have retained veteran trial attorney Bill Marler, who represented hundreds of victims in the 1993 E. coli outbreak involving the Jack in the Box restaurant chain, to investigate the source.
It depends on whom you ask. The exact cause of the outbreak has not yet been identified, but VDH spokeswoman Brookie Crawford said Thursday that lake water is the "likely source" and that officials previously ruled out food as a possible source of contamination.
The health department confirmed Thursday that livestock have been in Lake Anna but could not say if the animals were present on Memorial Day weekend when the infections occurred. In addition to livestock, other potential sources of illness in waters like Lake Anna are environmental pollutants from heavy rains, failing septic systems, boating discharge and swimmers.
Lake water samples collected June 11 and Monday indicated "all fecal bacterial concentrations were well below a public health level of concern," officials said. Additional testing is scheduled for Tuesday.
At least 25 people came down with gastrointestinal illness after having contact with the water at Lake Anna State Park, including seven children who developed a severe complication of an E. coli infection known as hemolytic uremic syndrome, or HUS, which can cause kidney failure, according to a website on the outbreak.
Some children spent up to two weeks in the hospital undergoing blood transfusions and dialysis. Medical experts say generally of HUS that a quarter of cases will require long-term dialysis or even a kidney transplant.
About three-quarters of the Lake Anna cases occurred in children, who along with the elderly and people with underlying health conditions are at higher risk of contracting illness from open waters, which are more likely to have bacteria than disinfected pool water would be.
Most kinds of E. coli, or Escherichia coli, are harmless, but some can make people sick with stomach cramps, vomiting, fever, chills and diarrhea that is often watery or bloody. These bacteria can cause infection when someone ingests food or water contaminated with a small, often invisible, amount of animal or human feces, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
Symptoms of an E. coli, or STEC, infection should not be treated with anti-diarrheal medication, which could increase the chance of HUS, according to the state.
Health officials ask that anyone experiencing GI illness after visiting the Lake Anna area during Memorial Day weekend or since to contact their local health department and seek medical care if symptoms are ongoing. Anyone with questions can contact the state health department call center at 877-829-4682 (option 2). The call center is open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on weekdays.
That's what health department investigators and the families aim to find out.
Marler's Seattle-based firm is representing six families, including four with children who developed HUS. He is requesting health department and property records in hopes of linking the cases to a source.
"We're gong to take a hard look at whether we can show who was responsible for the contamination," he said in a phone interview Monday.
Lakes, petting zoos and county fairs are often overlooked culprits of infection because patrons focused on having fun may not consider pathogens that weren't a problem decades ago and neglect to adapt their behavior accordingly, he said.
The Virginia health department offers tips for people who are visiting natural water sites like Lake Anna:
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PM Update: Highs reach at least 90 for fourth straight day, and temperatures rise Friday
Our few days with slightly less intense heat are ending. Tomorrow it's mid-90s, then it will be even hotter for the weekend. 
By Ian Livingston | 2024-06-20

It was a beautiful-looking Thursday, as long as you don't mind the heat. (Cathy Landry/Flickr)


Today ended up giving the thermometer a bit more of a struggle to reach 90 than anticipated, but we still managed to hit it for the fourth day in a row in the city, keeping the heat wave alive. The next couple of hot days will come easy. But first, we will have a relatively pleasant evening once the sun is low on the horizon, followed by a decent overnight. A ramp up into brutal heat begins tomorrow.
Listen to our daily D.C. forecasts: Apple Podcasts | Amazon Echo | More options
Through tonight: Under mainly clear skies, temperatures fall into the low and mid-80s around sunset. They settle back to the upper 60s and low 70s tonight. Winds blow from the south and southwest around 5 mph.
View the current weather at The Washington Post.
Tomorrow (Friday): There will be lots of sun, but at least humidity won't be super high. Temperatures rise into the low and mid-90s -- probably more of the latter locally. Winds are from the south around 5 to 10 mph.
See David Streit's forecast through the weekend. And if you haven't already, join us on Facebook and follow us on X and Instagram.
Heat wave: After another day reaching or topping 90 degrees, the city stands at seven such days this year and has moved above average after a slow start to 90s season. We seem to be on track to push our tally to at least 13 or 14 by next week before any short break. Two weeks of 90s is about average for the season on July 8 or 9. And by then, numbers will probably have advanced further.
Here's the outlook for a very toasty weekend.
Want our 5 a.m. forecast delivered to your inbox? Subscribe here.
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Subramanyam wins Va. 10 primary with suburban appeal and South Asian support
The first-term state senator from Loudoun County narrowly beat his next-closest competitor in a Democratic party primary with 12 candidates.
By Antonio Olivo | 2024-06-20

Virginia state Sen. Suhas Subramanyam (Loudoun) talks to voters at a Leesburg, Va., polling station on Tuesday. (Mark Miller/The Washington Post)


In his successful bid to win Virginia's Democratic nomination for Rep. Jennifer Wexton's (D) seat Tuesday, state Sen. Suhas Subramanyam (Loudoun) appeared in campaign ads goofing around with his two young daughters, wearing his gear as a volunteer firefighter and EMT, and taking a romantic stroll with his wife through a leafy suburban neighborhood.
Meanwhile, a D.C.-based organization dedicated to building Indian American political power in the United States was sending out its own pro-Subramanyam mailers to 90,000 likely voters in the 10th Congressional District, 22 percent of whom are South Asian, with hopes of seeing Virginia elect its first South Asian member of Congress.
The combination -- an all-American dad and husband with massive behind-the-scenes support from one of the country's fastest growing communities -- helped Subramanyam beat his 11 opponents in a Democratic primary where most of the candidates were aligned on key issues such as gun control and women's reproductive rights.
"It's incredible for our community," said Chintan Patel, executive director of Indian American Impact, the advocacy group that sent out the mailers. Its political action committee -- Impact Fund -- spent about $600,000 to help Subramanyam become the Democratic nominee. Much of the $1 million raised by Subramanyam's campaign also came from South Asian donors.
"We've seen over the last few years a real awakening within the South Asian American diaspora of the political power we can wield in our government," Patel said, noting that since his organization was founded in 2016, the number of South Asians elected to office in the country has climbed from about 50 to more than 300, including Vice President Harris. "It's part of this real trend we've been seeing."
In November, Subramanyam will face tech company executive Mike Clancy, who easily won the Republican primary Tuesday and vowed to wage an aggressive campaign against the Democrat. But, given the district's steadily changing demographics -- including 65,000 residents of South Asian descent -- the seat is considered to be safely Democratic, said Erin Covey, who analyzes House races for the Cook Political Report.
"It's not a district where either party expects to invest lots of outside resources in because it's just simply not seen as part of the House battleground," Covey said. "You'd have to see significant environmental shifts for that to change."
The region's diversity was reflected in the diversity of the candidates themselves. Three others with South Asian heritage were in the race: Atif Qarni, who is Pakistani American and the state's former secretary of education; ex-CIA officer Adrian Pokharel, who is Nepalese American; and Krystle Kaul, the owner of a defense technology company, whose family is Kashmiri Sikh.
Among the other candidates, Travis Nembhard and Marion Devoe Sr. are African American, Del. Michelle Lopes Maldonado (Prince William) is Cape Verdean, and Del. Dan Helmer (Fairfax) and former House speaker Eileen Filler-Corn (Fairfax) are Jewish American.

Subramanyam speaks with voters during the Loudoun County Democratic Committee Speed Dating Candi-Date Forum in Leesburg on April 28. (Valerie Plesch for The Washington Post)


Subramanyam, 37, grew up in Texas after his parents emigrated from India. He previously worked in the Obama administration as a technology policy adviser and won his first election in Virginia -- to the House of Delegates -- in 2019.
For voters who picked him Tuesday, Subramanyam's appeal lay in his understated demeanor and in a key endorsement from Wexton, who did not seek reelection because of health reasons.
Catherine Fernstrom, 42, said she saw in Subramanyam someone who better understands local concerns in the area and offers a good counter to the "extreme ideologies" in the Republican Party. "I want [Congress] to mitigate the damage that our extreme, court-appointed officials have done," she said.
Tom Zaug, 75, echoed the all-American message he saw in Subramanyam's ads. "He worked as a legislator, as a senator, and he was an EMT and firefighter -- he was more of a man of the people in my book," Zaug said.
Patel said that if Subramanyam is elected in November, he will join five other South Asians in Congress.
The expectation from Patel's group and its financial backers is that any South Asian they help get into office will champion issues affecting their community and broader policy initiatives they care about such as supporting abortion rights, dealing with climate change, improving access to health care and advocating for immigrants, he said.
"We're hoping that as more and more of our community finds a voice, we can add a strong voice for these inclusive American values," Patel said.
In an interview Wednesday, Subramanyam mentioned several of the same issues that would be his priorities if he is elected in the fall. But, he said, another major hope is to try to eliminate the ugly political rhetoric in Congress that he believes has led to government dysfunction.
"I'd like to fix the dysfunction," he said. "I'd like to be part of the solution and a new generation of legislators who just put their community first and care less about how many Twitter likes they have."
That was the message he delivered to voters at their doorstep as his campaign focused on winning voter-rich Loudoun County -- where the 10th District is anchored -- while winning enough support in the other counties to remain formidable, Subramanyam said.
The ads -- one of which shows Subramanyam allowing his daughter to apply makeup to his face while he dons a tiny pink hat -- and the support he received from South Asians are just reflections of who he is, he said.
"One of the reasons, I think, I've been successful in elections in this area is because I'm a lot of what the new demographics in this area embody," Subramanyam said. "I've got a family, which takes up a lot of my time. I also have bills to pay, and we're affected by rising costs."
He will probably convey that again during his contest with Clancy.
For now, he said, he was going to spend some quality time with his family. On the agenda that day: picking blueberries in rural Middleburg, Va., then a night out with his wife, where they would try line dancing.
"It will be my first time," Subramanyam said. "So, yeah, I'm nervous."
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Lawyers reach deal allowing some Dali crew members to depart U.S.
A judge weighs in on the legal fight over whether members of the Dali container ship that struck the Key Bridge in Baltimore can leave the country.
By Steve Thompson | 2024-06-20

The cargo ship Dali is seen from Fort McHenry after being moved from the site of its collision with the Francis Scott Key Bridge in Baltimore on May 20. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post)


The city of Baltimore has reached a deal with operators of the Dali container ship that toppled the Francis Scott Key Bridge three months ago, allowing some of the ship's crew to leave the United States without a legal fight ahead of their likely depositions in a civil case over liability for the disaster.
Under an agreement aired before a federal judge in Maryland on Thursday, eight members of the Dali's crew may soon return to their home countries of India or Sri Lanka.
The legal dust-up began Tuesday morning after a lawyer representing the Dali's owner told opposing lawyers that eight of about 20 crew members remaining on the ship would probably head to the airport this week, as ship operators arranged for a replacement crew ahead of the ship's departure from the port.
William Bennett III, a lawyer for the ship's owner, said the U.S. Coast Guard had requested that some crew members remain on the vessel but would allow others to leave the United States.
Those permitted to leave, he wrote in the notification email, included the ship's cook, an oiler and several able seamen -- who work on the deck of the Dali.

Tugboats escort the cargo ship Dali after it was refloated in Baltimore on May 20. (Matt Rourke/AP)


Bennett said that he or colleagues had asked the Coast Guard to "assist with securing temporary parole" from U.S. Customs and Border Protection to allow those crew members to briefly remain in the United States, but that the Coast Guard had denied the request.
Bennett noted that a criminal defense lawyer for the crew members had "indicated that, if his clients were noticed for depositions, he would advise them to invoke their 5th Amendment privilege." (The FBI is investigating -- a probe that will look at least in part at whether the crew left the port knowing the vessel had serious system problems.)
In civil cases, the invocation of Fifth Amendment rights can have significant implications.
Lawyers for the city and another civil claimant, an inspector who narrowly escaped the bridge collapse by running to a surviving section, requested that a federal judge intervene in the crew members' potential departure from the country.
Under the deal reached ahead of an emergency hearing in federal court Thursday morning, lawyers for the shipping interests agreed to accept service of subpoenas for the depositions, which would be taken "in London or elsewhere" sometime after October. The shipping lawyers also agreed to turn over certain records regarding the crew members.
U.S. District Judge James Bredar went ahead with the hearing mostly to upbraid lawyers for the inspector for not withdrawing their emergency motion before Thursday morning, though the deal had been substantially hammered out the day before, he said.
Bredar, who said he had rescheduled two criminal proceedings and called seven U.S. government lawyers to the packed courtroom at taxpayers' expense, expressed his frustration that the lawyers had not gotten things squared away the day before, saying the attorneys needed to "dot all the I's and cross all the T's."
Litigation over the disaster would be long and complex, and he expected lawyers to "bring their A game," Bredar said. He directed his ire primarily at the inspector's lawyers, Jason P. Foster and William H. "Billy" Murphy Jr.
Foster declined to comment afterward. Murphy, asked whether they should have filed to withdraw their emergency motion sooner, said, "I don't think so, but the court obviously felt differently."
It's not clear what, if anything, Bredar could have done to prevent the crew members' departure from U.S. soil had the lawyers not reached the agreement. The judge noted in a memorandum calling the hearing that the lawyers asking him to enjoin the crew members from leaving cited no authority for him to do so.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2024/06/20/baltimore-key-bridge-crew-dali-leave-country/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



A muddy mess? That's not a problem at Maryland's MudFest
The event invites people of all ages to get as muddy as possible. 
By Jordan Brown | 2024-06-20

Sloane Smith, 6, had no fears diving into the mud pool at MudFest in Beallsville, Maryland. (Jordan Brown/TWP)


There are very few instances where playing in the mud doesn't get you in trouble, but at MudFest, the goal is to get muddy. As muddy as humanly possible.
On a sunny Saturday morning at Woodstock Equestrian Special Park in Beallsville, Md., hundreds of people gathered to play in piles of mud. Some slid down hills into a gigantic pool of mud water -- the largest, most popular attraction by far -- while a live DJ played in the background and a truck offered snow cones.
MudFest is an event organized by the Black Hill Discovery Center, a Maryland green center that provides curriculum-based field trips, nature-based programs and more. Now in its fourth year, MudFest celebrates International Mud Day, which is officially on June 29.
Katrina Fauss, a park naturalist at Black Hill and one of the MudFest organizers, said the event is a beautiful way to connect with the Earth while having fun. Fauss said before the first MudFest in 2018, the celebration was much smaller.
"We would have like buckets of mud out and we have a mud garden there," Fauss said. "We were doing these kinds of small-scale ones, and they were pretty popular. We were like, 'Well wouldn't it be really, really cool to see this done big?'"

Now in its fourth year, MudFest celebrates International Mud Day and encourages participants to get as muddy as possible. (Jordan Brown/The Washington Post)


Since then, MudFest has grown into a family-friendly event for people of all ages. On Saturday, toddlers, teens and people of all ages spent their morning in muddy mayhem. There were options for all, in case wet mud wasn't someone's first choice. Tinker Town was a space for people to build mud towers, dig holes and whatever else their imagination could make out of mud. There were even Mud Kitchens with pots and pans for kids to cook up their best mud-meals.
When Jesse Smith heard of an event where his kids could play in the mud for fun, he jumped right on it. The 46-year-old brought daughter Sloane, 6; son Ryder, 2; and nephew Charlie Sommerville, 5.
"It sounded like a great time," Smith, a Poolesville resident, said. "It's local, gets the kids out and let them play in mud, but not get in trouble? That's a great thing!"
MudFest paused in 2020 because of the pandemic and returned last year.
Many attendees were first-timers, like Jeremy McVicar, 47, who came with his wife Myeongsia, 37, and son Adam, 8, as they were looking for an event to add to their list of yearly traditions.
"We'll see how it goes. If we like it, we'll come back next year," Jeremy McVicar, a Gaithersburg resident, said.

Adam McVicar, 8, was the head chef at the MudFest's mud kitchen. (Jordan Brown/The Washington Post)


Children dominated the mud slide, but don't be fooled -- adults were in and out of the mud pools too. Some parents went all in with their kids and got themselves muddy. There were even some adults, like 27-year-old Zachary Nelson, that came out for their own day of play.
Nelson was thrilled about the idea of soaking in a pool of mud for hours, with no responsibilities other than enjoying the day. The Rockville resident originally came with his mother Michal Nelson, who was volunteering at the event, and later found laying in a mud pool to be very relaxing.
"I'm just cooling off. It's nice on a summer day," Nelson said.

Zachary Nelson, 27, cools off in a pool of mud. (Jordan Brown/The Washington Post)



Sawsan Awni, 37, pushes her son Danny, 8, down the slide. The mud slide was the highlight of Danny Hadidi's day, and he looks forward to coming back next year. (Jordan Brown/The Washington Post)


While it was a day of fun, the goal of celebrating mud and nature was not lost on the guests.
Julia Jackson of Gaithersburg loved seeing kids, especially her children -- Maximilian, 8, and Isabella, 5 -- spend the day outdoors and have the chance to connect with nature to kick off the summer.
"I think it's amazing how the kids have really gotten engaged with just being in the dirt and being in nature," Jackson said. "My kids love playing in the outdoors as well, but a lot of kids don't get that chance and so coming out here where they can just dig in the mud, have fun play, no rules, no restrictions, you just see sparkle in their faces."
Her daughter, Isabella, said, "I like playing in the mud because it's messy!"
To Fauss, one of the best ways to take care of the environment is caring about it and relating to it. What better way to do that than spending hours in the mud?
"I think that this is one beautiful, silly way where you get your hands dirty, and you feel it and you're just a part of it and there's joy in that," she said. "So hopefully that leads us to be connected to Earth and take care of it."

A slide into a gigantic pool of mud was one of the biggest attractions at MudFest. (Jordan Brown/The Washington Post)
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Convicted serial rapist linked to Shenandoah park murders, FBI says      
The man had never surfaced as a suspect in a nearly 30-year investigation of two murders at a secluded campsite in Shenandoah National Park in Virginia. 
By Peter Hermann, Paul Duggan, Gregory S. Schneider | 2024-06-20

The FBI is seeking information in the 1996 deaths of Julianne "Julie" Williams (left) and Laura "Lollie" Winans in Shenandoah National Park. (FBI)


RICHMOND -- Federal authorities on Thursday announced that they now believe a convicted serial rapist from Ohio killed two female hikers nearly three decades ago at a secluded campsite in Shenandoah National Park in Virginia -- a brutal attack that vexed authorities and haunted a community.
The news of a suspect in the murders of Julianne M. Williams, 24, and her partner, Laura S. "Lollie" Winans, 26, came after investigators said they decided to plow anew through old evidence. Aided by advances in DNA testing, they focused on a house painter from the Cleveland area who frequented the popular, mountainous park 320 miles from his home city.
Authorities said they now believe that Walter "Leo" Jackson Sr., who died in an Ohio prison in 2018, bound Williams' and Winans' hands with duct tape, sexually assaulted them and slashed their throats. The killings frightened the LGBTQ community and raised fears the women were slain in a hate crime.
"Make no mistake that this crime was brutal," said Christopher Kavanaugh, the U.S. attorney for the Western District of Virginia. He said there is no evidence the killings of the couple were motivated by hate bias, as authorities had initially believed.
Over the years, investigators eyed at least two other men -- one of whom was charged with capital murder. After prosecutors dropped that case, court documents detailed evidence potentially linking the murders to a dead serial killer. He too has now been ruled out.
"We now know who is responsible for this heinous crime," said Stanley M. Meador, the special agent in charge of the FBI's field office in Richmond, naming Jackson. He said new DNA tests from evidence matched Jackson's profile in a computer database. Authorities said the likelihood that the material found on evidence is a genetic match to Jackson is 2.6 trillion to 1, more than 300 times the world's population, an exceedingly strong probability of a connection in the realm of DNA testing.
Meador said "we can't imagine how extremely hard it is for the family members to receive this information. They've been seeking answers for far too long." Williams and Winans were last seen May 24, 1996; their bodies were found June 1 of that year, about a half mile from Skyline Lodge on Skyline Drive.
At the time of her death, Winans, who grew up in Grosse Point, Mich., was completing studies at Unity College in Maine and was working toward being an accredited outdoor guide. Williams was from St. Cloud, Minn. They met through an outdoors program for women and both were described as experienced hikers.
Efforts by The Washington Post to reach their relatives on Thursday were not successful.
Kathryn Miles, author of a 2022 book on their case, "Trailed: One Woman's Quest to Solve the Shenandoah Murders," said in an interview Thursday that she has continued to hear from people who won't hike or camp because of these killings.
"For an entire generation of hikers and backpackers, particularly women and people who identify as queer, the impact of this crime was such that it sort of fundamentally removed the wilderness for them and made them very afraid," she said. In that sense, Miles said, she considers it a hate crime even if federal investigators don't use the term.
A number of violent crimes against women in outdoor settings raised fears at the time -- and continue to do so, said Jaime Grant, a former policy director for the National LGBTQ Task Force. "Whether or not this person targeting women saw them as queer to me is an aside," Grant said. "Queer women are subject to the violence that all women are subject to."
Miles said she watched a livestream of Thursday's news conference and then spent much of the afternoon talking to family members and friends of the victims. "They're having a real mix of emotions here," she said. "On the one hand I think there's a sense of relief, but I think it's tempered by the circumstances of this, and there's a lot of frustration."
Because Jackson is dead, she said, the families won't get the closure of a trial and won't get to see all the evidence laid out.
Miles faulted investigators for not performing this kind of test sooner. Meador on Thursday said he requested a full review of the case in 2021 after becoming special agent in charge of the Richmond office. Authorities were unclear about whether the same testing could have been done long ago. At the time, investigators were testing hairs found on duct tape used to bind the victims. Defense lawyers cautioned then that evidence may be too degraded to get conclusive results.
When Williams and Winans were killed in 1996, DNA analysis as a law enforcement tool was still in its early stages. U.S. courts had begun permitting the use of DNA evidence in criminal trials less than a decade earlier. But the science has advanced markedly since then, allowing technicians to extract ever-more minute samples of genetic material from ever-older pieces of evidence and develop DNA profiles of the people who left that material.
Authorities spent "countless hours" working to determine what items of evidence from the 1996 crime scene "would be suitable for retesting" as part of a comprehensive review, Meador said Thursday. "Once we identified those items," they were submitted to an accredited private DNA testing lab, he said. Those items were not described; it could not be determined if they were same items tested years ago.
DNA was successfully pulled from several items of evidence, Meador said, and the resulting genetic profile was compared to genetic profiles of criminal offenders in a federal database known as CODIS, for Combined DNA Index System. The CODIS system, established in the late 1990s, has grown in the past quarter-century to contain DNA profiles of more than 17 million people charged with crimes, according to the FBI. Given his guilty plea in a 2011 rape and kidnapping, and his 2014 conviction for two abduction-rapes that had occurred in 1996, Jackson would have been a candidate at the time to have his DNA profile entered into CODIS for possible future reference.
Jackson, who lived to 70, was originally from the Cleveland area and worked as a house painter. Authorities said Thursday he had been convicted as a serial rapist as part of a lengthy criminal history in Cuyahoga County, Ohio, that also included kidnapping and assault.
On Thursday, authorities described Jackson's violent record, including a prison term on unspecified charges from 1984 to 1989. That rules him out in unsolved serial killings along the Colonial Parkway in the Williamsburg, Va., area from 1986 through 1989. He was behind bars again in 1994, and freed that same year, less than two years before Winans and Williams were killed.
Four days after the couple was found, authorities said a woman was kidnapped and raped in the Cleveland area. Several weeks later police said another woman in the Cleveland area was abducted from her home and raped a knifepoint. A third woman was raped in that area in 2011.
In 2012, police Jackson was charged with the 2011 attack and later pleaded guilty and was incarcerated. While in prison, authorities said DNA linked him to the two 1996 rapes. He was later convicted and sentenced to an additional 20 years in prison.

Walter "Leo" Jackson, Sr., who died while serving a prison sentence in Ohio, in March 2018. Jackson was recently identified through DNA as the person responsible for the murders of Laura "Lollie" Winans and Julianne "Julie" Williams on May 24, 1996, in the Shenandoah National Park in Virginia. (FBI)


Federal authorities had initially arrested another man in the killings of Williams and Winans, and in 2002 filed capital murder charges against Darrell D. Rice, a computer programmer from Maryland. They said at the time they believed the attack was motivated by anti-gay, anti-woman rage. Authorities cited mounting circumstantial evidence: surveillance video twice showed Rice entering the park around the time of the killings. He had attacked a woman in the park a year later, and he had a history of violence against women and reportedly made admissions about the case to prisoners. Rice denied the charges.
The U.S. attorney general at the time, John Ashcroft, announced the indictment against Rice, the first time prosecutors used a 1994 law allowing for enhanced penalties for crimes motivated by bias against gay people. Ashcroft said then that Rice could be eligible for the death penalty.
But charges against Rice were dropped in 2004, shortly before his trial, after forensic testing showed that hairs found at the murder scene excluded him as a possible suspect and instead could implicate another man, convicted serial killer Richard M. Evonitz. He had taken his own life in 2002, before he was implicated in the slayings of three Spotsylvania County, Va., girls.
Meador with the FBI said they compared evidence from the victims directly to directly to a stored saliva swab containing Jackson's DNA.
Authorities said Jackson was known to visit Shenandoah National Park. and was believed to be driving a 1984 chestnut brown AMC Eagle vehicle at the time of the killings. They said Jackson often used temporary license plates, altered license plates and frequently changed vehicles.
Meador said their work is not finished, even with Jackson deceased. He said authorities are "piecing together a timeline of Jackson's movements to share with our partners to assist them with unsolved cases."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2024/06/20/shenandoah-park-murders-virginia/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



A beach buried by the Mount Vesuvius eruption 2,000 years ago just reopened
The Herculaneum archaeological park in Ercolano also contains the remains of 330 people who died fleeing the volcano, which engulfed the ancient city and Pompeii.
By Victoria Bisset | 2024-06-20

An ancient Roman beach that was buried by the A.D. 79 eruption of Mount Vesuvius reopened to the public at Herculaneum archaeological park in Ercolano, southern Italy, on Wednesday. (Emanuele Antonio Minerva/Ministero della Cultura) 


It was late into the night when the eruption of Mount Vesuvius nearly 2,000 years ago sent volcanic material over the beach at the ancient city of Herculaneum, where hundreds of men, women and children -- and even a soldier -- huddled in and around stone boat houses, awaiting rescuers who would never arrive.
The A.D. 79 volcanic eruption had buried the seaside and left the beach out of reach to visitors, until now -- when newly-completed restoration works mean visitors can set foot on the beach, as it appeared before the disaster, for the first time.
The restoration of the beach allows people to see the site "from the same position" as "the ancient Roman people," Francesco Sirano, the director of the Herculaneum archaeological park, said in an interview Thursday. "The visitors have to go down through a tunnel ... and it's like we go back two thousand years, and then suddenly you have the beach."
While Herculaneum is often overshadowed by its more famous neighbor, Pompeii, it was also destroyed by Mount Vesuvius -- and the beach area is known for holding the remains of at least 330 people who died there, sheltering in the boat houses in hope of being rescued. Those remains, discovered in the 1980s, '90s and 2000s, were mostly related women, children and babies, along with their dogs and sheep, while adults and young men were thought to have perished on the beach itself, according to researchers.

An ancient Roman beach was buried by the eruption of Mount Vesuvius in A.D. 79. The beach area is known for holding the remains of at least 330 people who died there. (Emanuele Antonio Minerva/Ministero della Cultura) 


Sirano said the eruption had covered Herculaneum in "an enormous amount of volcanic materials." The beach area eventually became flooded, meaning that visitors could only access the boathouses and the remains by traveling on "a suspended pathway" over the water.
Now thanks to restoration works by the Italian Ministry of Culture and the Packard Humanities Institute, visitors to the site could step on the beach again for the first time, he added. The beach was opened to the public on Wednesday.
The ancient beach had distinctive, volcanic black sand -- but the local authorities decided against using that in the reconstruction, as sand would cause accessibility issues for wheelchair users, Sirano said. Instead, they used a dark material that was similar in color to re-create the scene as it would have appeared to the ancient residents.
"If we look towards where the sea once was, we become modern explorers of the immense blanket of volcanic flow that covered the city in a few hours, almost sharing the sense of total annihilation" ancient Roman residents would have felt, Sirano said in a news release from the Italian Ministry of Culture, describing the beach as "an extraordinary and unique place in the world."

Casts of the human skeletons inside the ancient beachside buildings at the Herculaneum archaeological park. (Ciro Fusco/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


The 330 people whose remains were found at the site are believed to have made up five percent of the ancient city's population, Sirano said, adding that organic materials such as wood and food had been discovered at the site.
Pompeii, around eight miles to the south, was largely buried by volcanic ash, according to UNESCO, which said they were the only ruins of Roman cities "preserved in such an exceptional way and have no parallels in integrity and extent in the world."
Both sites "have been progressively excavated and made accessible to the public since the mid-18th century," UNESCO says, although much of the remains of Herculaneum is under the modern-day town and have only been explored through tunnels from the 1700s.

A view of the restored ancient Roman beach at Herculaneum archaeological park in Ercolano. (Emanuele Antonio Minerva/Ministero della Cultura) 


The eruption may have ended life in the two ancient cities, but new findings from the area continue to fascinate researchers and visitors alike.
Earlier this year, archaeologists announced the discovery of a banquet room in Pompeii, which was decorated with beautiful frescoes of mythological characters inspired by the Trojan War.

Herculaneum archaeological park in Ercolano. (Emanuele Antonio Minerva/Ministero della Cultura) 


In 2021, archaeologists found the remains of a man between the ages of 40 and 45 who was found with his belongings and dubbed the "last fugitive of Herculaneum."
A year earlier, Italian researchers said the heat of the eruption was so hot that it turned the brain of one victim, who died alone, to glass, as The Washington Post previously reported.
Technology has also played a role in bringing the forgotten world back to life: Last year a student at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln was awarded $40,000 after he developed an AI program that was able to decipher parts of an ancient scroll that was burned and buried in the eruption.
Stefano Pitrelli contributed to this report.
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D.C.-area forecast: A simmering start to summer, rising to a boil this weekend
Highs could be near 100 both weekend days.
By David Streit | 2024-06-20

The sun rises over the Tidal Basin on Monday. (Jeannie in D.C./Flickr)


A somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a scale of 0 to 10.
6/10: The solstice is upon us, but the heat causes some of us to fuss.
The longest day of the year is upon us, and it is a warm one. But the heat is just getting started, peaking into the weekend with triple digits and possible records. Humidity is tolerable today but starts creeping up toward the weekend, too. Hopefully, scattered storms Sunday night and Monday give at least brief relief.
Today (Thursday): The sun is on full display for the longest day of the year. Clouds are few and far between, so find a good tree to park under. Breezes are minimal, so no help there, but humidity is at least moderate (dew points in the low to mid-60s). Highs are mainly in the upper 80s to lower 90s. Confidence: High
Tonight: Winds are calm under partly cloudy skies for the shortest night of the year. Lows slip to the mid-60s to lower 70s. Confidence: High
Follow us on Facebook, X and Instagram for the latest weather updates. Keep reading for the forecast through the weekend ...
Tomorrow (Friday): Sunshine is nonstop, and a breeze is largely lacking. Again, humidity is moderate, but highs climb to the low to mid-90s, which is just not comfortable. Insert your favorite public service announcement here about drinking fluids, slowing down, applying sunscreen, etc. Confidence: High
Tomorrow night: The evening remains toasty in the 80s as the "strawberry" full moon rises in the east. Lows do finally manage to drop to the upper 60s to lower 70s. Skies are clear, and winds are calm. Confidence: High
Temperatures continue to climb Saturday, with highs in the mid- to upper 90s and a few spots likely to reach 100. Humidity creeps up to add to the pain (dew points around 70), producing heat indexes over 105. Plenty of sun and a lack of wind will have many seeking cooling relief. Thunderstorms are likely to pop up to our north by the late afternoon and evening, and while a stray one or two might head our way, most of us miss out. Overnight lows range through the 70s. Confidence: Medium-High
Sunday should be the peak of this heat event. Again, highs in the mid- to upper 90s will be most common, but some spots could hit or even exceed 100, breaking records. At least there should be more clouds popping up to offer a bit of shade. By late day, storms are possible and remain a threat through the night. Lows settle in the 70s. Confidence: Medium
Showers and storms remain possible Monday, especially in the afternoon and evening. Despite that, highs are still expected to range through the 90s. Confidence: Medium
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Va. 5th District vote count continues in closer-than-expected contest
Starting with a tally of provisional ballots and Election Day-postmarked mail-ins that straggle in by Friday, the effort will probably expand to a full recount.
By Laura Vozzella, Gregory S. Schneider | 2024-06-20

Waverly Woods, left, representing the Rep. Bob Good campaign, and Teemu Garrity, right, campaign manager for state Sen. John J. McGuire III, look on as Albemarle County elections officials begin canvassing vote tallies on Wednesday from the previous day's extremely close District 5 contest between Good and McGuire. (Gregory S. Schneider/TWP)


RICHMOND -- This much is clear in Virginia's still too-close-to-call Republican primary in the 5th Congressional District between Donald Trump-backed challenger John J. McGuire III and House Freedom Caucus Chairman Bob Good:
Trump remains king of Virginia's GOP, able to boost a state legislative backbencher to a household name who is so far narrowly besting a nationally prominent congressman. That's one take, anyway.
Another has it that the 45th president, who sought revenge for Good's endorsement of Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis (R) for president, is losing his sway with Christian conservatives, whose support helped Good stay competitive amid brutal attacks from Trump and the party's big-spending establishment.
Those are just a couple of the conclusions that independent political analysts and Republican partisans were drawing Wednesday, as local elections officials around the rural central Virginia district launched what could be a long slog to decide who won the nomination. Starting with a tally of provisional ballots and Election Day-postmarked mail-ins that straggle in by Friday, the effort is likely to expand to a full recount that could take weeks.
Analysts and Republicans across the party's MAGA-to-mainstream spectrum were not waiting for all that to shake out before trying to make sense or political hay out of the closer-than-expected contest. And like the election itself -- with McGuire claiming victory, Good not conceding and the Associated Press not yet calling the contest either way -- there was little agreement about what it all means.
"We don't know if Good won or not. We're not going to know for a month," former Trump White House adviser Stephen K. Bannon told The Washington Post.
But Bannon, who backed Good in a rare break with his old boss, said he could already identify the loser: former House Speaker Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.) and his "revenge tour."
After Good played a key role in ousting McCarthy from the speakership, McCarthy sought to unseat him and seven other House Republicans who voted him out. Even if McGuire prevails, Bannon contends, the close finish is embarrassing given the money and effort McCarthy poured into it.
"This guy's the former speaker of the House and he has been humiliated," Bannon said, noting that McCarthy's effort to unseat Rep. Nancy Mace (R-S.C.) fell short.
Trump put considerable skin in the game, too, endorsing McGuire, calling Good a backstabber, making a TV ad for the challenger and phoning in to his tele-rally the night before the election. But Bannon does not see the former president similarly tarnished by a race that both candidates turned into a referendum on who loves Trump more.
"I think it shows how much President Trump is beloved by MAGA," Bannon said.
Dave Wasserman, senior editor and elections analyst for the nonpartisan Cook Political Report, agrees that the close race is more likely to stick to McCarthy, who has been focused on ousting the eight House Republicans, than Trump, who has endorsed "hundreds of candidates across the country."
"If he couldn't get rid of Nancy Mace or Bob Good, then who is he going to oust?" Wasserman said.
Yet veteran Richmond political analyst Bob Holsworth said the photo finish made Trump look weak.
"The fact that it was so close suggests that Trump's reach is not as deep and extensive as may have been thought," he said.
Holsworth said that might be particularly true for Christian-right voters who understood the rationale that Good, an alum and former official at Liberty University, offered for endorsing DeSantis: The governor is more conservative than Trump on abortion and guns.
"A number of folks who supported Good, most of them are still going to vote for Trump, but I think he looks somewhat petty and they just never saw the rationale for getting rid of someone whose values they respect," he said. "These folks are not turning around to vote for Biden, but Trump needs them to come out ... Does Trump, to them, start to look like just another self-interested politician?"
David Richards, chairman of the political science department at the University of Lynchburg, thinks both sides have reason to hang their heads.
"I think it's kind of embarrassing for both Trump and Good because neither one could push it over the hill," he said.
On a more upbeat note, he said, the results might hint that voters are getting wise to baseless political attacks such as the ones that painted McGuire and Good, both ultraconservatives, as anti-MAGA moderates. Or at the very least, the ads left voters so confused by those claims that they flopped.
Richards noted one particular anti-McGuire ad that he called "almost parody," describing the challenger as "this incredible liberal that's going to let in all the aliens, and drag queens in schools and defund the police."
One rare area of agreement among observers chewing over the race: Almost everyone expects allies of 2020 election-deniers Good and McGuire to watch the counting and recounting like hawks.
"It's not lost on us that these are two candidates who were highly critical of the administration of the 2020 election who are now locked in a much tighter overtime situation," Wasserman said. "It could turn into a 'Stop the Steal' situation where Democrats are sitting back with popcorn, even if they don't have a chance of winning this district."
Bannon was already raising alarms in an interview with The Post on Wednesday.
"People have to be all over every one of these ballots, and we have to make sure chain of custody [is observed]," he said.
Those predictions were playing out Wednesday, with both campaigns dispatching observers to local elections offices around the district that were beginning the canvass process.
Unofficial figures so far indicate a margin of victory well within the threshold required to request a recount and just inside of what's required for the state to cover the cost.
Under state law, the apparent loser of an election may request a court-run recount at his or her own expense if the margin of victory is not greater than 1 percent of total votes cast. The state picks up the tab if the margin is not greater than 0.5 percent.
The recount process would not begin, however, until after the results are certified.
"This race remains too close to call," Good posted on X shortly before noon Wednesday. "We are in a period where the law provides a process for evaluating the accuracy of all the vote totals from election day to ensure everyone can have full confidence in the certified results. ... We believe we can still prevail."
McGuire wrote on X shortly after midnight: "There are still a few votes left to count, but it's clear that all paths end with a victory."
Albemarle County outside Charlottesville was a Good stronghold. On Wednesday, as the local electoral board prepared to begin canvassing voting results, representatives for each candidate's campaign were on hand to scrutinize the process. Any change in totals could be significant in the overall outcome.
"It's crazy, right?" said Waverly Woods of Virginia Beach, who observed for the Good campaign. No one had expected the race to be so close, she said, "but you never know how things are going to turn out in Virginia."
Teemu Garrity, campaign manager for McGuire, joined her at folding tables set up for the vote tally in a cavernous room at the Albemarle government center.
"There is no mathematical way Bob Good can win this election," said Garrity, who emulated McGuire's Navy SEAL background by spelling his name using military nomenclature: "Tango, echo, echo...."
As elections officials began opening envelopes containing results from each of the county's 32 precincts, Woods took notes in a notebook and Garrity on a laptop. They occasionally asked officials to clarify numbers.
Despite his confidence, Garrity intended to watch the vote count for as many hours as the election workers planned to be there. "You might want to get some caffeine," he said.
Once the main results are canvassed, officials said, it could be Monday before all the county's provisional and mail-in ballots are tabulated.
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Shannon Taylor, top Henrico prosecutor, launches bid for Virginia AG
Taylor said she will emphasize her experience as a prosecutor in next year's Democratic primary for attorney general, one of three statewide posts on the ballot.
By Teo Armus | 2024-06-20

Henrico County Commonwealth's Attorney Shannon Taylor announced she will seek the Democratic nomination for Virginia attorney general. (Ryan M. Kelly/AP)


Henrico County Commonwealth's Attorney Shannon Taylor announced Wednesday she will seek the Democratic nomination for Virginia attorney general, emphasizing her track record as a prosecutor in what is likely to be a competitive primary contest for the job now held by Republican Jason S. Miyares.
Taylor, who was reelected last year to a fourth term as her Richmond suburb's top prosecutor, pointed to nearly three decades of experience in the courtroom -- and her consistent electoral wins in a former GOP stronghold -- as evidence she was ready for the statewide post.
"When it comes to protecting women's rights and our children or standing up against hate, those aren't just my positions," she said. "I've actually taken on either cases or actions to demonstrate my commitment to those Democratic values."
Taylor is the first candidate from either party to formally announce a bid for attorney general, one of three statewide offices in Virginia that will be on the ballot next year.
Former state delegate Jay Jones, a Norfolk trial attorney who lost the Democrats' 2021 primary for attorney general, is widely expected to run for the position again in 2025 -- with the backing of former governors Ralph Northam and Terry McAuliffe.
On the Republican side, Miyares has not yet announced whether he will run for reelection as attorney general or if he plans to seek the Republican nomination for governor, as some expect. (Republican Gov. Glenn Youngkin is term-limited.)
Taylor, 56, is a lifelong Virginia resident who served as a prosecutor in Richmond, oversaw a regional grand jury and worked as criminal defense lawyer before running for her current post, becoming the first Democrat in years to win countywide in Henrico -- a once-conservative area closely associated with former House Republican leader Eric Cantor.
She said that as commonwealth's attorney, she hired more women and people of color to serve as prosecutors and ran her office through the lens of "compassionate accountability," putting a greater focus on mental health and substance use issues.
"I do call myself a 'progressive prosecutor,'" she said. "'Progressive' is to do things differently. That is exactly what I brought to that office and what I would continue to do if given the opportunity to move forward in a new role."
But she said she did not hesitate to fight acts of hate, prosecuting a self-identified Ku Klux Klan leader who drove a truck through a crowd of Black Lives Matter protesters and then pushing state lawmakers to strengthen related hate-crime legislation.
She has also been involved in a string of high-profile cases, recently serving as special prosecutor in Virginia's case against one man who was accused of using a flaming torch to intimidate counterprotesters during the 2017 Unite the Right rally in Charlottesville. The jury failed to reach a verdict in the case -- the first test of a new state law meant to ban Ku Klux Klan cross burnings -- though it is expected to return to court this summer for additional proceedings.
Taylor has also previously said she is conducting a probe related to the 2023 death of Irvo Otieno, a Black man in mental distress who was asphyxiated in a Richmond-area hospital while being restrained by three workers and seven sheriff's deputies.
The case is being prosecuted in nearby Dinwiddie County, where that incident occurred, but Otieno was brought to that facility from a Henrico hospital and then the county jail. The sheriff's deputies who restrained him for 11 minutes, according to surveillance video, are all from Henrico.
Taylor also pointed to her experience in several statewide efforts, including as past president of the Virginia Association of Commonwealth's Attorneys and on a working group that reviews legislation for the state Senate's Courts of Justice Committee.
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Community braves heat to celebrate Juneteenth, 'holiday of resilience'
At the Anacostia Community Museum, people danced and shared in a celebration of Black culture under a hot sun, in one of many Juneteenth events around the region.
By Emma Uber | 2024-06-20

Festival attendees dance to DuPont Brass at the annual Juneteenth Freedom Celebration at the Anacostia Community Museum on Wednesday. (Allison Robbert/The Washington Post)


A group of around 30 people danced on the hot asphalt of the Anacostia Community Museum parking lot Wednesday afternoon, defying the near-90-degree temperature, as the jazz band DuPont Brass performed. Hundreds of others, warier of the beating sun, sat on picnic blankets in the shade or ducked inside the museum to enjoy air conditioning while browsing the exhibit on Black arts education in D.C.
"You won't break my soul," one musician sang, sporting an "I Heart Anacostia" T-shirt.
The line captured the sentiments of joy and resilience Anacostia Community Museum Director Melanie Adams said she aimed to put on display at the Smithsonian museum's Juneteenth Freedom Celebration.
"The whole purpose of the holiday is to bring forward and highlight African American culture," Adams said. "As you look at Juneteenth, it really is a holiday of resilience, a holiday of survival."
Juneteenth commemorates the arrival of Union troops in Galveston, Tex., on June 19, 1865, and their announcement that more than 250,000 enslaved Black people in the state were free. It's long been celebrated by Black communities across the country, but June 19 only became a federal holiday in 2021, when President Biden signed the Juneteenth National Independence Day Act into law following a national reckoning over racial injustice after the 2020 murder of George Floyd.

Festival attendees dance at the annual Juneteenth Freedom Celebration at the Anacostia Community Museum. (Allison Robbert/The Washington Post)


But Juneteenth was commemorated in D.C. for decades before it gained official federal recognition. The Anacostia Community Museum hosted Juneteenth celebrations in the 1980s and 1990s. Adams said the tradition died out in the early 2000s until last year, when the museum revived its Juneteenth celebration.
In recent years, Juneteenth events have proliferated. The celebration in Anacostia, a longtime epicenter of Black culture in the city, was one of more than a dozen taking place across the D.C. region on Wednesday.
The nonprofit Honor Flight Network organized a Juneteenth Honor Flight from Atlanta to D.C. to commend the service of Black veterans. Maryland's Carpe Diem Arts hosted a free Juneteenth drum and dance session to teach the public Afro-Carribean music. The Bethesda African Cemetery Coalition gathered local historians, politicians and performers at Moses Cemetery to call for the preservation of the historic Black cemetery. Alexandria held a celebration in Market Square featuring the Washington Revels Jubilee Voices, who use historical songs and spoken word to express the Black experience.
To kick off the Anacostia event, host Bryant "BMo" Brown led the crowd in applauding historical Black activists and artists such as Frederick Douglass, Harriet Tubman, Langston Hughes, Rosa Parks and Alain Locke. He concluded by commending current and future Black leaders.
"Shout out to the multitude of Blackness that exists in the 21st century," Brown said. "You are seen, you are appreciated, you are free."

Bryant "BMo" Brown, 35, performs at the annual Juneteenth Freedom Celebration at the Anacostia Community Museum. (Allison Robbert/The Washington Post)


Brown said he thought hard about the tone he wanted to set, and whether he should delve into the atrocities of slavery or implore people to take action against modern-day discrimination. In the end, he decided to allow Juneteenth to be a day for community celebration.
"I could do soapbox moments and put a whole bunch of pressure on movements and policies that are still affecting us," Brown said. "But maybe not today, maybe we'll get back to that work tomorrow. Maybe today we'll double Dutch and play catch in the parking lot and listen to people perform and celebrate being Black."
Venesha Jackson, a teacher at a nearby private school, brought her 7-year-old daughter to teach her about local Black history. Jackson looked for Juneteenth events online and chose this one because the museum's exhibit highlighting the rich history of Black art education in D.C. allowed her to show her daughter exemplary parts of her heritage.
"I want her to have a connection to our history and celebrate the positive things about it," Williams said. "I liked the idea of this being at the community museum so we could walk through and see the history of the community in a positive light."
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Incumbents, school board reps declare victory in Alexandria council primary
All four sitting City Council members declared victory in a crowded Democratic primary for their jobs leading this Northern Virginia city.
By Teo Armus | 2024-06-19

Alexandria City Council members at a town hall at Charles Houston Recreation Center in Alexandria in January. (Astrid Riecken for The Washington Post)


It was a good night to be an incumbent in Alexandria, where all four sitting City Council members declared victory in a crowded Democratic primary for their jobs leading this Northern Virginia city.
The four -- Canek Aguirre, Sarah R. Bagley, John Taylor Chapman, and R. Kirk McPike -- are likely to be joined on the party's slate in November by two school board members, Abdel S. Elnoubi and Jacinta E. Greene, who rode their records in elected office to the front of an 11-way race.
About 18,500 voters cast their ballots in the Democratic primary, with late mail-in ballots still outstanding, indicating potentially lower turnout than the previous two cycles.
City Council member Alyia Gaskins was projected to win the Democratic primary for mayor, positioning her to become the first Black woman in that role. She defeated two other candidates, including Vice Mayor Amy Jackson, in a race that underscored different approaches to public engagement.
Those issues also extended to the council races, especially after tense citywide debates over housing density in Alexandria's more suburban neighborhoods and a failed effort for a new sports arena. But other matters -- such as school funding -- also seemed to resonate, with Elnoubi and Greene pushing to fully fund a budget request from Alexandria City Public Schools amid fights over Virginia's funding formulas.
The Democratic nominees for mayor and council will have a strong advantage heading into the general election in this overwhelmingly liberal city. Alexandria's council members are all elected at-large and serve three-year terms; the city's "weak mayor" system means that job's primary function is chairing the body.
Three other candidates -- Republican Celianna Gunderson and independents Mason Butler and Roy Byrd -- will also be seeking council seats in November, though Democrats have swept every local election since 2012. Gaskins is unopposed.
Urbanist groups like the YIMBYs of Northern Virginia framed the declarations of victory as a clear message that the bulk of city residents support the sitting council's embrace of urban growth. The organization had endorsed Gaskins for mayor and Aguirre, Bagley and McPike for council.
But there were also signs Tuesday night that the Democrats' slate of nominees had less support than in previous years. The council race appeared to be closer than in past cycles, with Chapman -- who took a more moderate stance on the zoning change -- so far in first place and the other council candidates who were ahead maintaining only a slight edge over lawyer Charlotte Scherer, who was in seventh place.
Scherer, a former city magistrate who nabbed an endorsement from former mayor Allison Silberberg, ran a campaign largely focused on limiting housing density away from Metro stations and public transit hubs.
Her strong showing -- a surprise to some -- could herald similar support for Byrd, who chairs a group that is suing over the council's vote last fall to eliminate single-family-only zoning.
"Someone like Charlotte did well because there's discontent," said Rod Kuckro, chair of Agenda: Alexandria, which convenes monthly forums on citywide issues. Particularly on the "Zoning for Housing" vote, "she didn't mince words, and that obviously resonated with a lot of people."
Kuckro said that some critics of Mayor Justin M. Wilson (D), who is not seeking reelection, viewed him as too quick to dismiss their concerns, and Kuckro called on Gaskins and others to spend the next few months trying to bridge that gap.
"It's important to have people around you who tell you things you don't want to hear," he said.
Anh Phan, a co-host of the "Liberally Social" podcast, which features interviews with Alexandria's Democratic candidates for local office, said Scherer "represented a really refreshing voice" who launched an impressive door-knocking effort.
But she cast aside the idea that Scherer's support would hurt the Democratic nominees for council because a presidential election and a contested U.S. Senate race will also be on the ballot in the general election.
The Alexandria Democratic Committee is "going to be full steam ahead" to turn out voters this fall, Phan said. "I don't think that could bode well for anyone who doesn't have a 'D' next to their name."
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Now 99, the oldest living Negro leaguer 'never thought they would recognize me'
Rev. Bill Greason, who survived the Battle of Iwo Jima as a Marine before becoming teammates and close friends with Willie Mays, calls the recent embrace of Black baseball's past a "blessing."
By Michael Lee | 2024-06-20

Bill Greason, shown here in 2011, is the oldest living Negro League player at 99. (Jeff Chiu/AP)


His service in the military was seemingly behind him, and his professional baseball career just beginning, when Rev. Bill Greason arrived in Birmingham, Ala., in 1948. Greason roomed with another rookie, a 17-year-old high school kid nearly seven years his junior.
Willie Mays was bubbling with talent and knew how good he was but never bragged. His flashy play in center field was how he communicated his confidence. Greason recalls the time Mays set the rules with his fellow outfielders for how balls would be defended. Anything between the foul lines and where they stood was theirs.
"'Anything in between is mine,'" Greason said Mays told them.
Sharing this story in a telephone interview from his home last week, Greason was still holding out hope that Mays's health would allow him to make it back Thursday to his hometown, to Rickwood Field -- the place that Greason and Mays once called home as members of the Birmingham Black Barons -- for an MLB game that honors the legacy of the Negro Leagues. But Mays died Tuesday at 93, leaving Greason to mourn the loss, to move forward with his past but one less friend.
As the oldest living Negro leaguer, the 99-year-old Greason resides in a special section of the seen-it-all, done-it-all department. He grew up across the street from Martin Luther King in Atlanta. He survived the war in Iwo Jima abroad and the ills of Jim Crow segregation at home. He was teammates in the Negro Leagues with Mays, became the first Black pitcher in St. Louis Cardinals history and spent his later years as a mentor in the minors for Bob Gibson. He was married to the same woman for 65 years before she died and continues to serve as a minister at his church after 53 years.
Greason wouldn't have made it this far without acquiring some wisdom, but an early lesson from his mother resonated as a guiding principle.
"The way up is down," Greason said. "It was a paradox. My mother told me: 'Humble yourself, and you'll be lifted up. But if you exalt yourself, you'll come down.' So I tried to keep that low profile."
Greason has lived long enough to see the Negro Leagues, and his contributions to the game, acknowledged in ways that he never considered. Featuring the Cardinals, Greason's former team, and the San Francisco Giants, the franchise that honored Mays in life as a deity, the Rickwood Field game will showcase a forgotten part of baseball's rich history -- in the oldest professional baseball stadium, in the throwback uniforms of the Negro Leagues' St. Louis Stars and San Francisco Sea Lions.
Mays will be memorialized in the city that raised him, and Greason will be celebrated in the town he adopted as his own.
"A whole lot of talent was overlooked," Greason said of the Negro Leagues. "I never thought that they would recognize me at all."
With Mays's death, Greason and Ron Teasley are all that remain of the 2,300 Negro leaguers who played from 1920 to 1948 and had their statistics integrated into MLB's hallowed record book, forever changing what was once considered permanent. Greason and Mays barely made the cut, sharing a rookie season in 1948 that saw the Black Barons lose the final Negro League World Series in five games to the Homestead Grays.
Mays signed with the New York Giants in 1950 -- three years after Jackie Robinson broke baseball's color barrier -- and Greason debuted with the Cardinals four years later.
Three months shy of reaching the century mark, Greason is a reminder that the past is still with us -- in legendary stories and especially in those who are still alive to share them. The middle child of five, Greason joked that his family didn't even have enough to afford the "or" in poor. ("We were po," he said with a laugh.) He was one of the first Black Marines, serving in a segregated unit at Iwo Jima, where he was witness to his two best friends being killed in battle and the iconic American flag raising. His baseball career began when he returned to the United States. In addition to playing with Mays in Birmingham, he was part of a loaded team in Puerto Rico with Mays, Roberto Clemente and Orlando Cepeda.
"To be able to come out of the war and become a ballplayer, and to do pretty good, it was a blessing to me," he said. "Whenever I go to that mound, I did pretty good. And I kept a low profile. I didn't brag, just stayed humble. And everything worked out well."
While he didn't make much money playing baseball, Greason made memories. Of shutting down the Black Barons in an exhibition game on a Friday in Asheville, N.C., and of joining Birmingham as its new hard-throwing right-hander by Sunday. Of beating the Kansas City Monarchs to earn a trip the Negro League World Series. Of Mays, his dear friend of more than 75 years.
"There has never been a ballplayer as good as Willie Mays," Greason said.
Greason served his country again for two years in the Korean War, reaching the Cardinals three years after he returned. The experience in the majors, he said, was "terrible." At the time, MLB teams would reserve limited spots on their rosters for Black players, and that could lead to isolation for those who made it. Greason said he never had anyone to play catch with and didn't make any friends. And even though his manager, Eddie Stanky, had experience as Robinson's teammate with the Brooklyn Dodgers and Mays's teammate with the Giants, it did nothing to warm his attitude toward coaching Greason.

Hall of Famer Willie Mays, right, laughs with former Negro Leagues teammate Bill Greason during a pregame ceremony for Mays's 80th birthday in 2011. (Jeff Chiu/AP)


The end was abrupt but unsurprising for Greason. He recalled throwing batting practice before a game and struggling to get the ball over the plate.
"Stanky was something else. He came out and he cursed me. And I cursed him back. And it surprised him because Blacks weren't supposed to act like that toward Whites," said Greason, who was soon sent back to the minors for good. "I knew I had to be perfect to stay."
Greason returned to Birmingham after retirement, driving a truck for a department store before he quit when he discovered his purpose. He was a member of the 16th Street Baptist Church but happened to be in Tuscaloosa playing in a baseball game with friends the morning it was bombed by the KKK, killing four Black girls. That incident, and encouragement from his late wife, Willie, redirected his life toward the ministry, fulfilling a vow he made at Iwo Jima to serve God if he made it out in one piece.
He later became engaged in the fight for civil rights in segregated Birmingham, and since 1971 he has been pastor at Bethel Baptist Church, located two miles from Rickwood Field.
"This guy is an example for anyone, anywhere, anything," said Mays's son, Michael. "They sent them to Iwo Jima to be human shields. He makes it back, figures out he can throw a baseball, winds up a St. Louis Cardinal. And then 53 years pastoring his church. You go to Greason's basement and you see Marine full dress blues, a St. Louis Cardinals uniform and his robes. You wear any one of those, you're the man. So what do you say about a guy like that?"
While the Cardinals would bring him back in 2014 for a ceremony to honor his brief but significant time with the team, Greason assumed that would be the last time he was acknowledged by MLB in any significant way. But here he is, set to receive his figurative flowers in Birmingham, although without his former "roomie."
Greason doesn't follow baseball as much as he once did; he won't turn off a game that's on but won't necessarily seek one out, either. He has noticed the decline in Black participation in the majors -- only 57 Black players were on Opening Day rosters, down from 59 last season -- but can't offer any suggestions for how to reverse, or halt, the trend. "It's hard for the kids today," he said. "They have other mind-sets."
Still, this embrace of Black baseball's past is "a blessing" for himself and fellow Negro leaguers. Asked whether he's excited, Greason paused to chuckle, then kept this moment in perspective.
"When you get to 99 years old, it's not much to excite you," he said. "You're looking forward to getting home to God."
Andrew Golden contributed to this report.
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In Birmingham, a Negro Leagues event becomes a Willie Mays celebration
MLB was planning to honor Mays at Birmingham's historic Rickwood Field on Wednesday. His death turned the celebration into an impromptu memorial.
By Andrew Golden | 2024-06-20

The Baseball Hall of Fame plaque of Willie Mays on display at Rickwood Field in Birmingham, Ala. (Andrew Golden/TWP)


BIRMINGHAM, Ala. -- Ryan Howard had one more stop to make after he finished batting practice ahead of Wednesday's celebrity softball game at Rickwood Field, the historic venue where Willie Mays collected his first professional hit. Down the third base line, the baseball Hall of Fame plaque of Mays stood on a pedestal with flowers placed on it, commemorating a legend.
Howard, a three-time all-star, had plenty of company when he stopped by Mays's plaque for a picture. Former major league stars CC Sabathia, Adam Jones and Jimmy Rollins gathered to pay respect to Mays, who died Tuesday at 93.
"This is the reason why we're here," Sabathia said. "To celebrate Willie. To be able to come out here and put this celebration. ... It feels right that we were already here."
Major League Baseball planned to use this week -- highlighted by Thursday's Cardinals-Giants game at 114-year-old Rickwood -- to spotlight Black baseball history and former Negro Leagues greats. Mays, born just five miles away from the ballpark, was originally expected to attend but sent word this week that he would not. Then came the news, delivered to Giants fans midgame by a bereft play-by-play announcer.
"It changed [Tuesday] night," Sean Gibson, the great-grandson of former Negro Leagues slugger Josh Gibson, said Wednesday morning at the Birmingham Negro Southern League Museum. "We went from honoring Willie Mays to now celebrating Willie Mays. Being here in Birmingham where he started his career ... I believe that his time in the Negro Leagues really helped him be a great major league baseball player."
Mays's legacy was on full display at the museum and his shadow loomed large over the day, whether as part of the exhibit honoring the 1948 Birmingham Black Barons, on a mural unveiled a few miles away or during a luncheon at the museum hosted by the Negro Leagues Family Alliance, a group of families of former players whose mission is to preserve the leagues' history and legacy. Among those in attendance were the families of Buck Leonard and Rube Foster as well as Jackie Robinson's granddaughter, Sonya Pankey Robinson.
Bria and Renee Scudder, family of Ted "Double Duty" Radcliffe, were in attendance Wednesday, too. Radcliffe played catcher and pitcher for 16 seasons, including four for the Black Barons. Bria Scudder said their family still remembers a Negro Leagues event in Washington that Radcliffe attended before he died in 2005. Mays stopped Radcliffe that day and told him how much of an influence he was on him. That memory surfaced Wednesday with a mix of sadness and gratitude.
"I don't think you can be prepared to hear something like [the news of Mays's death]," Bria Scudder said. "It's Willie Mays. It's definitely a hard day for us and for everyone as we talk about it. Because, again, we weren't expecting that to be a part of the conversation. But certainly [he is] deserving of so much praise and recognition for what he was able to continue to do for the game."

Birmingham residents and community leaders gathered in the city's downtown for the unveiling of a new Willie Mays mural. (Andrew Golden/TWP)


In downtown Birmingham, Mays's legacy was honored with the unveiling of a mural by artist Chuck Styles. Mays is depicted with a smile as he leans over with his hands on his knees. Under his name were pennants and career accomplishments. In small print next to his name:
"Birmingham's Own 'Say Hey' Kid ... Centerfielder & the game's greatest all-around player of all time."
Before his death, Mays asked Jeff Bleich and Dusty Baker, who wasn't in attendance, to present the city of Birmingham with a clock on his behalf. Bleich, a former U.S. diplomat and longtime friend of Mays, read a statement that Mays had written in which he acknowledged his roots -- and the fact that MLB finally now counts Negro Leagues stats in its official register:
"Birmingham, I wish I could be with you all today," Bleich read. "This is where I'm from. I had my first pro hit here at Rickwood as a Baron in 1948. And now, this year, some 76 years later, it finally got counted in the record books. Some things take time, but I always think better late than never. Time changes things. Time heals wounds, and that is a good thing. I had some of the best times of my life in Birmingham, so I want you to have this clock to remember those times with me and remember all the other players who were lucky enough to play here at Rickwood Field in Birmingham. Remember, time is on your side."
Bleich remarked that what a person puts on a wall says a lot about what they value. On the wall of Mays's home office, Bleich said, Mays had his diploma from Fairfield Industrial High School and the key to the city of Birmingham. And now, the city has its native son on one of its walls.
On Wednesday night, at the field where he blossomed into a star, Mays's legacy was on display in the Black stars from generations that came after him. Howard and former all-stars Dexter Fowler and Justin Upton suited up for the "Say Heys." In the other dugout, the "Hammerin' Hanks" (honoring Hank Aaron) included Sabathia and Jones, who called Mays the "godfather of center fielders" and said he paved the way for players like him.
"Let's celebrate his life," Jones said. "I know it's saddening because he won't be around anymore, but let's celebrate the greatness that he brought. Let's have some fun. Let's play the game with flair today."
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Lakers to hire former player and podcaster JJ Redick as head coach
The longtime former player, who has been mentioned as a candidate for the Lakers for weeks, launched a podcast with star LeBron James in March.
By Ben Golliver | 2024-06-20

The Los Angeles Lakers have agreed to hire former NBA player JJ Redick as their next coach despite his lack of previous experience. (Maddie Meyer/Getty Images)


LOS ANGELES -- The Los Angeles Lakers agreed to hire former NBA player JJ Redick to be their next head coach, two people familiar with the situation confirmed Thursday, finally filling the vacancy created by the May firing of Darvin Ham.
The agreement was first reported by ESPN and the Los Angeles Times.
While Redick quickly emerged as a top candidate for the job, the Lakers also pursued Dan Hurley, who turned down a $70 million offer this month and remained at the University of Connecticut. Redick, 39, has no previous coaching experience at the high school, collegiate or professional level, though the 15-year veteran served as a color commentator for ABC and ESPN throughout the NBA playoffs, including the Finals, and launched an X's and O's basketball podcast with Lakers star LeBron James in March.
By accepting the league's highest-profile coaching job, Redick will face constant championship expectations while managing the final chapter of James's Hall of Fame career. Scrutiny is nothing new for Redick, a high school all-American shooting guard who became a household name during his four seasons at Duke from 2002 to 2006. A 2006 lottery pick, Redick played for the Orlando Magic, Milwaukee Bucks, Los Angeles Clippers, Philadelphia 76ers, New Orleans Pelicans and Dallas Mavericks before retiring in 2021 with career averages of 12.8 points, 2.0 rebounds and 2.0 assists per game.
Known primarily for his three-point marksmanship as a player, Redick became one of the first active professional athletes with a podcast when he began hosting one in 2016. His "The Old Man and the Three" show has garnered significant attention since its 2020 premiere, and the debut episode of his "Mind the Game" podcast with James has been viewed nearly 4 million times on YouTube.
Redick is inheriting a job that has seen significant turnover since Phil Jackson's 2012 departure: Mike Brown, Mike D'Antoni, Byron Scott, Luke Walton, Frank Vogel and Ham have all served as Lakers coach, yet none lasted longer than three seasons. Vogel was fired less than two years after leading the Lakers to the 2020 title, and Ham was let go less than a year after guiding an unexpected trip to the 2023 Western Conference finals.
In addition to that instability, Redick must manage the perception that he wasn't the Lakers' first choice and create a healthy distance between himself and James. Udonis Haslem, a former teammate of James's on the Miami Heat, said last month that Redick would be met with a "cynical locker room of guys that are going to side-eye everything JJ says" given his working relationship with the Lakers' star. Like former Brooklyn Nets coach Steve Nash, Redick will also need to prove he can handle superstar personalities and make sound in-game adjustments despite his lack of previous coaching experience.
The Lakers, who finished 47-35 last season before losing to the Denver Nuggets in the first round of the playoffs, must re-sign James, who is on track to become a free agent this summer. The 39-year-old forward, who was named to the all-NBA third team last season, was noncommittal in April when asked about his future with the Lakers. If James remains in Los Angeles and continues his partnership with all-star center Anthony Davis, the Lakers would be in position to return the bulk of their playing rotation. Rui Hachimura, Austin Reaves, Gabe Vincent and Jarred Vanderbilt are all under contract for next season.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2024/06/20/lakers-hire-jj-redick/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wp_homepage



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



NFL launching a flag football answer to the Little League World Series
The NFL will debut an ambitious youth flag football event, held near the Pro Football Hall of Fame and broadcast on platforms including ESPN and ABC.
By Mark Maske | 2024-06-20

NFL leaders have described flag football as a forum for girls to play the sport and for young boys to be introduced to a safer version of the game. (Pete Kiehart for The Washington Post) 


The NFL is launching what it hopes will be the flag football equivalent of the Little League World Series, a four-day championship event for youth and teenage players that will include international teams and will debut next month in the shadow of the Pro Football Hall of Fame in Canton, Ohio.
The league has lined up corporate sponsorship and prominent TV coverage for what it is calling the NFL Flag Championships. The NFL continues to lean heavily into the flag version of the sport as a vehicle to spur youth participation and drive up fan interest in football both domestically and internationally.
More than 280 teams and nearly 2,900 players are expected to participate in the event, which will be operated by the NFL's flag-football partner, RCX Sports. U.S.-based teams, ranging in age from 9 and under to 15 and under for boys and to 18 and under for girls, will qualify by advancing through regional tournaments. The event also will include teams from Canada, Mexico, Germany, the United Kingdom, Australia and China, which will compete against one another. 
"You think about something like the Little League World Series, which has been this staple in the summer months and this destination, aspirational event for young baseball players, and the way that it's come to life from a broadcast perspective," said Peter O'Reilly, the NFL's executive vice president of club business, international and league events. "There's something really powerful here."
League officials also call the event a potential showcase and proving ground for teenage players who could be candidates to represent their countries at the 2028 Olympics in Los Angeles, at which flag football will be included for the first time.
"It's the biggest stage, widest viewership audience and the world seeing the best of the best in these age brackets," said Troy Vincent, the NFL's executive vice president of football operations. "This is the future of flag. This is the future of high school, college, professional and Olympic flag play. That's what we're seeing. We're getting a glimpse."
It's no given that the NFL's event will reach the popularity of the Little League World Series, contested annually by 10- to 12-year-old players in Williamsport, Pa. But the league is throwing its considerable weight behind the endeavor, with corporate sponsorships headlined by Toyota as the event's "presenting partner" and coverage on 10 platforms that include Disney-owned ESPN and ABC.
"It's got our name on it," O'Reilly said. "This is the NFL Flag Championships. Those young athletes will be wearing, as they do at the local level as well, [NFL] team brands and jerseys and representing their team in their market. This is very much something we're directly committed to. ... The number one priority is growing the sport overall and putting these efforts back into supporting the growth of flag overall because it is such a great, accessible core of our sport."

The NFL held its All 32 Summer Invitational in Washington, D.C. in 2023. (By Pete Kiehart for The Washington Post) 


Games will be played at Tom Benson Stadium, where the NFL holds its annual Hall of Fame Game, and at the ForeverLawn Sports Complex at the Hall of Fame Village, which was purchased in December by Washington Commanders principal owner Josh Harris and Commanders part-owner David Blitzer. There is an "opening night" scheduled for July 18 and games running through July 21.
The NFL previously held flag football events at its Pro Bowl Games, and it staged a large event last summer in Washington, D.C. But this is its first attempt at a standalone flag-football tournament of this magnitude.
"At this size and scale," said Stephanie Kwok, the NFL's newly hired vice president and head of flag football, "I would say we are thinking about it as this is the first year we're running the NFL Flag Championships. ... We have this fully dedicated event where it's all about the players who are going to be at the flag championships. So [it's] the first year of it and, I think, really promising, all of the engagement that we see with ESPN, with partners, with the teams. But we're very much also thinking about it as the first year and thinking about moving forward, how do we continue to grow it as well.

Dallas Cowboys wide receiver CeeDee Lamb during the flag football event at the Pro Bowl. (Chris O'Meara/AP) 


NFL leaders have described flag football as an affordable, accessible, inclusive version of the sport that provides a forum for girls to play football and for young boys to be introduced to the sport without the same injury risks associated with tackle football.
A total of 27 states have either made girls' high school flag football a sanctioned sport or are running pilot programs. There is growing participation in women's flag football at the college level in the NAIA, and an effort to establish it as an NCAA sport. The NFL believes the burgeoning youth participation in flag football contributes to broadening the sport's fan base and perhaps could help extend a recent revival in boys' participation in high school tackle football nationally after years of decline.
"We've seen high school tackle football grow over the last year," O'Reilly said. "So we see them as really complementary when you think about the overall strategy here. So the short answer is yes, we're seeing the results of it. More to come, for sure. ... We see this event, the NFL Flag Championships, as a big milestone along the way. ... I think you're going to see that awareness and excitement, given the much broader distribution that this will have over those three days."
The NFL has made its Pro Bowl a flag football game (along with a skills competition) and has said that it intends to make arrangements to allow interested NFL players to compete in flag football in four years at the L.A. Olympics. Against that backdrop, O'Reilly said the NFL hopes for this tournament to become one of the league's annual tentpole events. It falls at a relatively quiet time on the NFL calendar, just before teams get their training camps going in earnest in late July.
"Certainly that elevator pitch, if you will, of kind of 'Little League World Series' is there," O'Reilly said. "But then, it's in the context of this sport that is so rapidly growing. People are seeing it in their communities and then seeing it played with some of the best girls and boys coming together and how fast and really kind of telegenic it is. That was what really drove [this]."
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You can learn something from the way Dan Quinn wears his hat 
Last season, there were rules about how Washington players could wear their hats. Dan Quinn has a different way of doing business. 
By Candace Buckner | 2024-06-20

ASHBURN, VA -- JUNE 12: Washington Commanders head coach Dan Quinn observes drills during mini camp at Commanders Park in Ashburn, VA on June 12, 2024. (John McDonnell/ for The Washington Post)


ASHBURN, Va. -- Dan Quinn's a rule breaker. He's an NFL head coach -- a man with bald head and a graying goatee -- and he wears his hat backward.
If you haven't noticed, NFL head coaches, at least in public, typically follow Colin Cowherd's strict bylaws for hat wearing. The league has skewed younger at the top, but I can't envision Sean McVay patrolling the Los Angeles Rams practice fields wearing his hat backwards without looking like a 'bro who lost his way to the beach. And heaven forbid if veteran head coach Sean Payton flipped his to the back. We'd have to burn all ball caps forever to avoid another such fashion catastrophe.
Somehow, though, Quinn can pull it off. His signature look is a hat turned backward and a pair of Jordans. It's the uniform of a middle-aged man who landed on his individual style years ago, but chose wisely because it's trendy again. He may be a coach who possesses high standards, yet his aesthetic shows a flexibility in appreciating personal expression.
This was noticeable in Dallas, when cameras showed Quinn and his backward hat coordinating the Cowboys' defense from the press box. And it's noticeable now, as Quinn, the man in charge of the Commanders, helps remake the culture while wearing his black "W" hat turned to the back.
"That's his swag, man," special teamer Jeremy Reaves said.
"Yeah, I love it," offensive lineman Sam Cosmi said about Quinn's flipped lid.
"Look at him talking over there and tell me that's not a vibe?" punter Tress Way said, nodding toward the field where Quinn was looking like a boss. "And you see the way he bounces around practice. I challenge you to tell me he is not a vibe."
I traveled to the Washington Commanders' mandatory minicamp for something more important than checking out coordinator Kliff Kingsbury's new offense, or finding out who got the most first-string reps in the secondary. Oh wow, rookie quarterback Jayden Daniels was throwing some absolute darts to his receivers ... in shorts. Who cares. Wake me when it's September.
Instead, I visited camp to learn the psychology behind the backwards hat. Like, what compels a man to turn his headwear away from his face? Could it be his way of hiding unkempt hair? Or is it a rebellion against norms that bind men of a certain age to a rigid standard of adult fashion?
Or, could it be he just looks cool?
"She likes it when I have my hat backwards, she prefers it for my hat to be backwards," Cosmi said of his wife. "She just likes it way better. It's her preference."
And now a bit of breaking news that should make Mrs. Cosmi rejoice: Washington players are allowed to have swag again.
Last season, Eric Bieniemy came to town to run the offense. And he brought with him a new title that gave him power -- and some asinine rules that made no sense. Including a rule about hats. And how grown men should wear them.
"Last year, I was not allowed to wear my hat backwards [in the building]. So that's a little fun fact there," Cosmi said, revealing the shocking secret. "That was something that we as players, offensive side, we weren't allowed to wear our hat backwards."
Lids to the front, lads! No offense of mine will dare locate Terry McLaurin down the field, nor betray the sanctity of caps by turning them backward!
If you're thinking that even the pastor from "Footloose" would say that's a bit too legalistic, you'd be right. We all know the easiest way to show you're cool is by turning your hat backwards. Don't debate me on this. When my editor Dan Steinberg flops his canvas ball cap over his shiny dome, bill to the front, he looks like a father of three ready to tackle the yard work. But when Editor Dan flips his hat to the back, even he looks youthful and hip. Defiant and enigmatic. He's a guy who might roll the minivan straight through that yellow light.
And Football Dan? When Quinn wears his hat like a basic 53-year-old man, he looks -- well, like a basic 53-year-old man. When Quinn wears his hat his way, however, then he looks like a man being his authentic self, a man who doesn't care what anyone else thinks.

"Look at him talking over there and tell me that's not a vibe?" punter Tress Way said of Dan Quinn. (Simon Bruty for The Washington Post) 


Besides backwards hats, he's also big on slogans. After the change at the top -- first, with new general manager Adam Peters, followed by Quinn's hiring to replace Ron Rivera -- the walls in the building began to look different. "Anybody. Anywhere. Anytime." are the words that adorn one side of the Commanders' meeting room. Quotes attributed to no one decorate the other side: "Sit with Warriors, the Conversation is Different" and "The Only Fight that Matters is The One We are in."
One day during minicamp, Quinn wore a black Commanders shirt with the saying: "Doing Hard S#%& With Good People" -- his knockout quote from his introductory news conference. Some team staffers wore shirts with the slogan, "Ball Is Life."
"You should have your own reason as to why, what pushes you come out here every day and play 100 percent. Nobody should have to tell you. You shouldn't have to see stuff on the wall. But at the same time, subconsciously though, all of those things are seen," Reaves said. "You might not directly look at it but you see it every day. You might not acknowledge that you're picking up on it, but you actually are. Your mind is processing that every day. Those are the things you think about sometimes when those reps get hard and it's hot and you're tired. 'Doing hard stuff with [good] people,' right. That's the mantra you've got to live [by] in this game because this game is hard."
These are more than meathead mantras. They're Quinn's intentional way of communicating an expectation, and an identity. Quinn wanted to inform players how business will be conducted. Before any system or scheme could be put in place, the standard came first.
"Some of the things that you see about the ball, a mind-set, some of those bumper stickers are easy ways to communicate and talk in a language that is important for everybody to know," Quinn told me. "It doesn't all have to be coachspeak of: 'Using the best fundamentals.'"
While saying that last part, Quinn changed his voice, imitating someone who sounds taut and stuck in his ways. Quinn is definitely not that. The coach with the backwards hat and the Js will let an f-bomb or two fly when correcting a player. And yet he's the same man who will high five and chum it up with assistant defensive line coach Sharrif Floyd's young son after practice. (By the way, Floyd didn't wear his hat to the back; his dreadlocks hang down low. But on the practice field, special teams coordinator Larry Izzo, who turns 50 by the end of this summer, turned his hat backward.)
"I respect people's individuality and things that mean something to them," Quinn said. "So whether it's a hairstyle or no facial hair -- like, all the rules that we've all heard throughout our life, I don't necessarily see it that way. I like that people are unique and different.
"I don't want everybody to wear their hat like me. They don't have to," Quinn continued. "Part of what makes being in a locker room fun [is] different tastes, music or cars, or whatever they like. If it's all the same, it's not as fun. I embrace [that] people are unique and they have special ways that they do things. To me, that's okay, as long as it's in the team."
Quinn wasn't aware of last year's hat mandate, which probably didn't help Bieniemy's relationship with players. There's nothing about Quinn's preferred style that will magically help his team win 10 games. Still, if players wearing their hats to the back gives them space for more authenticity mixed in with a little more individuality, then at least the Commanders might be more comfortable this season.
Quinn's a vibe, as Tress Way put it, and so could be the Commanders. So all those rules about how Washington players, NFL head coaches or even older men should wear their hats? Flip 'em.
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Willie Mays was as good -- and as cool -- as anyone who ever played
I met Mays. I watched Mays. I can still hardly believe what I saw.
By Thomas M. Boswell | 2024-06-20

Mays had the hands of an NBA forward. At least that's how Thomas Boswell recalls it. (Dvn/AP)


The first time I met Willie Mays and shook the hand of the greatest baseball player I've ever seen, I was looking at his face, not at my hand. Then I looked down. My hand had disappeared inside his grip. Mays's fingers were like cigars. "He has Wes Unseld's hands," I thought.
Because Unseld is 6-foot-7 and 245 pounds in the NBA record book and Mays, on my 1957 Topps card of him, is listed as 5-101/2, I suppose this is impossible. But myths, and memories, have their prerogatives.
I enjoy thinking that Mays's huge, powerful hands help explain a lot, like the prodigious distance of his longest home runs, several over 500 feet, despite him being listed, at various times, as 170, 175 or 180 pounds. Or his ability to hit rockets to all fields when it seemed he had been fooled and his feet were scrambling like a crab in the batter's box as he swung. Or why he could hit with only nine fingers on the bat and his left pinkie below the knob. And, of course, how his powerful arm could launch that iconic spinning-discus heave from deepest center field in the Polo Grounds all the way to second base in the 1954 World Series.
Of course, his hands don't explain his fabulous batting eye, with almost as many walks as strikeouts. Or his blurring speed on the bases, which enabled him to steal what he wanted whenever it was needed most. Or his acrobatic, twisting slides, which made hard dirt seem as malleable to his wishes as water in a swimming pool might be to us. Or his center field GPS that let him gobble up ground in the outfield alleys on his way to climbing a fence so he could plant his free hand on the top, then lunge even higher. Or his baseball IQ and daring -- psychological warfare version -- that rattled, intimidated or embarrassed opponents into playing their worst when faced with the certainty that he would play his best.
Or, so important to those of us who got to watch most of his prime, his thrilling love of personal style in every gesture as he turned the field into a stage. Hats have flown off other heads, but Willie's flew the best. Anybody can make a basket catch, then throw the ball back submarine style -- but on every catch? Except those on which he was flying level with the ground.
Whether wise or not, whether suited to your own proper use, or, more likely, outside your comfort zone, Mays inspired you to spread yourself. For instance, to type in the kind of overblown hat-flying sentence fragments that, when you wrote about so many others, you were able to say to yourself, "Now stop that!"
Mays made us normal folks feel just a little crazy, a little more wildly alive, in the best ways. My senior year in high school, when Mays hit 52 home runs and was the National League MVP in 1965, our best player was my teammate and shortstop, Charlie Freret. I was proud of a bone bruise he left in my knuckle for years from catching his pegs to first base. When the All-Star Game came to RFK Stadium in 1969, a young man ran into center field during the game to try to shake Mays's hand. The photo made the papers in part because it was symbolic -- D.C. was an American League town, and Mays embodied all the greatness in the NL we never got to watch in person. So, why not, go nuts and run to Willie. The guy in the picture was Freret.
For Mays, spontaneous joy and the unscriptable randomness of every baseball bounce provided a perfect blend of creativity, hard-earned craft and pure play. The big smiles, the pictures of him playing stick ball with kids in Harlem, his "Say Hey Kid" moniker, bestowed because he greeted so many people with a simple "Say hey," were all genuine.
Because I didn't become The Washington Post's national baseball writer until two years after Mays retired, I never got to meet that version of the man. However, I always looked for him at old-timers games and Hall of Fame inductions, and I had a long talk with him as part of something he was promoting; after all, he was from that century of exploited MLB players who looked out for a post-career income. In 23 years as a player, Mays earned less than $2 million pretax, according to Baseball Reference.
His resting face in retirement seemed to have plenty of emotions going on under the surface, some sad or tired. Any African American who grew up in Birmingham, Ala., in the 1930s and '40s, played three years in the Negro Leagues and was never paid a fraction of what he was worth by MLB owners had to know, to the bone, all about racism. His long friendship with Giants teammate Bobby Bonds, and his tutoring of his godson Barry Bonds, put Mays close to the flame but outside the controversies surrounding Barry.
Both of the Bonds men loved baseball and, along with Willie, were deep students of it -- three gurus. Nobody talked inside baseball better than Barry. One afternoon, long before a game, Barry was in the mood to talk hitting, and he kept returning to Mays's advice as a touchstone.

Barry Bonds with his godfather, Mays (right), and Willie McCovey. (John G. Mabanglo/AFP)


However, all three were ambivalent, and at times perhaps bitter, toward MLB the institution. Sometimes with cause. Bobby had been a strong early backer of the players union when that was a risk. When Barry passed both Babe Ruth and Hank Aaron for the all-time home run record, I'm convinced that, in part, he did it for his late father and Willie. What isn't a tangled web?
The one place where I saw what I think of as the Young Willie was whenever he was in a group of ballplayers of any age. Mays loved to tease, in his high-pitched voice, and to be teased. His calm refrain to deflect almost any question was, "Whatever makes sense." My wife wishes I hadn't adopted it.
My favorite star growing up was Aaron. When you factor in how spectacularly Aaron played past 35, though naturally in less games per year as he aged, while Mays saw his production fall off past 35, as most do, you can make a case that there's almost nothing to choose between the total careers of the pair. Quiet Henry was often content to be a bit overlooked in Milwaukee and Atlanta, while flamboyant Willie loved the attention New York and San Francisco poured on him.
But in Mays's prime, from his MVP season in 1954 through his MVP season in '65, when the most knowledgeable baseball experts on Earth (teenagers) debated such things, it was Willie, the equal to any center fielder ever, who edged out injury-prone Mickey Mantle for the top glamour spot. Mantle changed the game when he came to bat. Mays changed the game whenever he was on the field.
Baseball fans love debates, especially ones we know will never get settled. Wins Above Replacement is a modern stat with imperfections. But, for today, the all-time leaders among everyday players make an interesting top five: 1. Barry Bonds (162.8), who gets a big asterisk from me; 2. Babe Ruth (162.2, not including his pitching); 3. Willie Mays (156.2); 4. Ty Cobb (151.5); and 5. Aaron (143.1).
Among active players, the leader is Mike Trout at 86.2. We know how great Trout has been.
Of course, Willie Mays wasn't twice as good. But -- so long, Say Hey -- sometimes it seemed that way.
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A rare swim-off for an Olympic roster spot yielded tears of joy and pain
Erika Connolly finishes .04 seconds ahead of her close friend Catie DeLoof in tiebreaking race with Paris berth on the line.
By Dave Sheinin | 2024-06-20

Wednesday's 100-meter freestyle final left Erika Connolly and Catie DeLoof tied, requiring Thursday's swim-off. (Michael Conroy/AP)


INDIANAPOLIS -- There could be only one thing more harrowing and nerve-shredding than having to race a tiebreaker swim-off -- in front of thousands of people in a football stadium and countless more watching the live stream -- with a likely roster spot for the Paris Olympics on the line. And Erika Connolly and Catie DeLoof experienced it Thursday.
What could possibly be worse? Try racing that swim-off against your close friend and teammate, whose own Olympic dream would be crushed if you fulfill yours.
It was understandable, then, that the immediate aftermath of the 100-meter freestyle swim-off at the U.S. Olympic swimming trials left three people at Lucas Oil Stadium in various states of emotional exhaustion as they tried to sort through heavy and conflicting feelings like none had experienced in the sport.
There was Connolly, who won the two-length, head-to-head battle with a time of 53.76 seconds to secure sixth place in the championship final. As long as the roster math works out, she will head to Paris to swim for Team USA in the preliminary heats of the women's 4x100 free relay.
"This," she mustered when she met with a small group of reporters, still struggling for breath moments after the race, "is a bit overwhelming."
There was DeLoof, who had a sizable lead at the turn and still held a slight edge with perhaps 10 meters to go but finished just four-hundredths of a second behind, in 53.80. Understandably, she declined a request to speak to the media.
And there was Matt Kredich, who coaches both Connolly and DeLoof for Tennessee Aquatics in Knoxville, Tenn. He didn't know whether to jump for joy or weep at the outcome, so reflexively he settled into a stony numbness at first, his face expressionless and ghostly, his words halting and quiet. He shared in DeLoof's devastation, hugging her and consoling her, and he shared in Connolly's relief and joy, sharing another long hug with her. Both times, he was left in tears.
"I still can't explain it," Kredich said. "I had to keep myself from sobbing. ... I had never experienced the elation and the brutal pain of making it and missing it at right exactly the same time before."
In fact, no one had ever experienced what Connolly and DeLoof -- and their coach -- did Thursday. While swim-offs are not infrequent at Olympic trials to break ties and decide spots in a semifinal or final -- Connolly had to win one Tuesday night just to get the eighth and final spot in Wednesday night's final -- it is believed there had never been a swim-off to decide a U.S. Olympic roster spot. For a while late Wednesday night, USA Swimming staff was scrambling to figure out whether there even needed to be one.
"Just help me find a world in which [both] of them can go," Kredich pleaded to meet officials at one point.
But the roster-selection protocols are clear, and by the time they all went to sleep Wednesday night, Connolly, DeLoof and Kredich knew what would be awaiting them some 12 hours later, tacked onto the end of Thursday's prelims. Good luck sleeping with that running through your brain.
On Thursdayn the "ready" room, where swimmers sit on medal chairs and await their entrances to the pool deck, Connolly and DeLoof tried to encourage each other. Aside from being club teammates, they were roommates in Tokyo during the last Olympics, where they earned bronze medals as part of the 4x100 free relay. (Connolly went by Erika Brown at the time; she got married in June 2022 and now goes by her married name.)
"I just love her so much," Connolly said of DeLoof. "I knew that was going to be really hard. But that's the sport. You just have to be competitive and not let things get to you. ... I am sad for Catie. She's such a great person. I envisioned myself going to the Olympics with Catie, so that's hard."
Typically, 100 free swimmers have to race three times successfully -- prelims, semis and final -- to make the team, but including her two swim-offs, Connolly had to swim it five times in a span of roughly 48 hours. Amazingly, she got faster each time: 54.72, then 54.09, then 53.92, then 53.86 and finally Thursday's 53.76.
"The last 48 hours have been crazy," she said.
Connolly's victory Thursday was made all the more special by the sheer effort it took to hold her career together since Tokyo. A herniated disc in January 2023 forced her to take five months off from the sport and still had her swimming "stiff," as she described it," when she was finally able to return. Connolly described it as having to "relearn how to swim."
"She came back to the pool and wasn't really the same. So she's really struggled with that," Kredich said. "After five or six months [of training], it wasn't painful anymore, but it changed the way she moves. She's never overpowered the water. She's obviously not tall. She has this almost like this dance that her stroke is, so her timing has to be there."
At several points, Connolly seriously contemplated retirement. "But my faith is really important to me," she said, "and I felt like the Lord was telling me to keep going."
Then last August, Kredich's 24-year-old son, Ben, with whom Connolly was close, was killed while walking near the University of Tennessee campus by a drunk driver, a loss that devastated the entire swim community in Knoxville and beyond. "We've been through a lot this year," Kredich said.
Connolly and DeLoof will swim the 50 free here, with prelims and semis Saturday and the final Sunday night, but Connolly also will have to sweat through the complex roster-selection process before finding out whether her tentative spot on the Paris team becomes official. Because Team USA can take just 26 female swimmers (along with 26 men), only the top four relay swimmers are automatic locks. Essentially, Connolly needs several more American women to qualify in multiple events, freeing up roster spots for the fifth- and sixth-place finishers, Abby Weitzeil and herself.
But while agonizing, that seems almost easy compared to what she has already been through this week. She is powerless now to decide her fate.
"It's a beautiful sport," Kredich said. "There's so much [emotion] contained in every event. Every human being at this event has a story that involves some triumph and some tragedy and some falling down and always getting back up. ... I hope everyone appreciates what these people put into this and how much it means to them."
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Copa America is packed with stars. Here are 16 to watch.
Lionel Messi, Vinicius Junior and Christian Pulisic will be among the stars on hand for the U.S.-hosted tournament.
By Ella Brockway, Thomas Floyd | 2024-06-20
When it comes to the inevitable comparisons pitting the European Championship against Copa America this summer, it's safe to say the depth of Europe's talent pool wins out. But if you're talking sheer star power? The squads from the Western Hemisphere just might hold their own.
From the rising Brazilian talisman who just lifted the Champions League trophy to a certain Argentine icon in the golden years of his career, this summer's tournament features plenty of stars worth monitoring.
So before Copa America kicks off Thursday night, here's a player to watch from each of the 16 teams competing in this expanded, U.S.-hosted edition of South America's esteemed championship.

Lionel Messi and Argentina won the World Cup in 2022. (Juan Mabromata / AFP via Getty Images) 


The crowds of No. 10 jerseys at this month's friendly against Guatemala in Landover, Md., proved it: Lionel Messi is still the biggest star in global soccer, and even as he turns 37, he's still delivering for Argentina. The eight-time Ballon d'Or winner had two goals and an assist in his squad's final Copa America tuneup and appeared in five of six World Cup qualifiers this past fall. On the club level, he has propelled Inter Miami to the top of the MLS standings with 12 goals and 13 assists in 12 games. For the first time, Messi enters this tournament as a defending champion: On the heels of its 2021 Copa America and 2022 World Cup wins, top-ranked Argentina is the favorite to win another trophy this summer.

Peru's Paolo Guerrero made his international debut in 2004. (Ernesto Benavides / AFP via Getty Images) 


Since making his international debut in 2004, Guerrero has played in five editions of Copa America, reaching the semifinals in three of them. (He missed Peru's fourth-place finish in 2021 with a knee injury.) The Universidad Cesar Vallejo striker is Peru's all-time leading scorer (40 goals) and is tied for the most Copa America goals among active players (14). At 40, Guerrero is past his prime years, but without many promising young talents waiting in the wings, he'll still be called upon for a Peru team that didn't win any of its first six World Cup qualifiers.

Alexis Sanchez remains the biggest name on the field for Chile. (Franck Fife / AFP via Getty Images) 


His star may have faded on the club stage -- strong stints at Barcelona and Arsenal were dimmed by an unsuccessful move to Manchester United -- but Sanchez remains the biggest name on the field for Chile. The 35-year-old forward has 51 goals for La Roja, the most by any player, and led the front line when Chile won back-to-back Copa America titles in 2015 and 2016. After an 18-goal campaign with Marseille in 2022-23, Sanchez moved back to Inter Milan this past season and saw limited minutes off the bench. He has started nine of Chile's past 10 matches, including a competitive 3-2 loss to France in a March friendly.

Alphonso Davies scored Canada's first goal at a men's World Cup. (Franck Fife /AFP via Getty Images) 


The 23-year-old already has an impressive resume: five Bundesliga titles and one Champions League crown with Bayern Munich; two Concacaf player of the year awards; 15 goals in 47 international appearances. In 2022, he scored Canada's first goal at a men's World Cup. The years since Les Rouges' group-stage exit in Qatar have been tumultuous: After reaching the Nations League final in 2023, the team dealt with off-field financial turmoil, lost its coach and needed to win a playoff to qualify for Copa America. Through it all, Davies has been a constant in the midfield and at wing back. Serving as the team's captain for the first time, he'll hope to steady the ship.

Mexico is embracing its next generation of talent, which includes  Santiago Gimenez. (Hector Vivas/Getty Images) 


After years of middling results -- El Tri hasn't made it past the World Cup round of 16 since 1986 -- Mexico is embracing its next generation of talent, and Gimenez is on the leading line. The 23-year-old forward set a Dutch league record with 31 goals for Feyenoord in the 2023 calendar year. That prolific output has yet to translate to the international level, where Gimenez has just four goals in 27 appearances, but there have been positive glimpses. He entered the 2023 Gold Cup final as a substitute in the 84th minute and scored four minutes later to give Mexico its ninth title in the competition. This summer should provide his best chance yet to prove his star power ahead of the 2026 World Cup, which is set to be staged in United States, Canada and Mexico.

Moises Caicedo is a staple for an Ecuadorian side that came close to reaching the knockout stage of the World Cup in 2022. (Tim Nwachukwu/Getty Images) 


Chelsea shattered the British transfer fee record last summer when it signed Caicedo from Brighton for $146 million. The 22-year-old followed up with a strong season, making 48 appearances across all competitions and impressing with his composure and command as a defensive midfielder. At the international level, he's a staple for an Ecuadorian side that came close to reaching the knockout stage of the World Cup in 2022. He started all six World Cup qualifiers in the fall as La Tri went 3-1-2, the lone defeat coming on a late Messi goal against Argentina.

Advancing out of Group B won't be an easy task for Yangel Herrera's Venezuela. (Ernesto Benavides / AFP via Getty Images) 


As a teenager, Herrera led Venezuela to the final of the 2017 U-20 World Cup, earning Bronze Ball honors as one of the tournament's top players. He rotated through teams on loan in Manchester City's network of clubs before inking a full-time deal with Spain's Girona last summer. The 26-year-old was the midfield engine for what became a historic season: Girona finished third in La Liga, qualifying for the Champions League for the first time. Advancing out of Group B won't be an easy task for Venezuela -- in 19 Copa America appearances, it has only reached the semifinals once -- but Herrera helps the cause.

Michail Antonio switched his national affiliation from England to Jamaica a few years ago. (Ethan Miller/Getty Images) 


Typically, Aston Villa winger Leon Bailey or Philadelphia Union goalkeeper Andre Blake would headline the list of Jamaica's top players. Both are in the 26-man squad for Copa America, but their statuses are uncertain: Bailey's agent said the player had rejected the national team call-up, and Blake is recovering from recent knee surgery. That creates a window of opportunity for the likes of West Ham's Antonio, who switched his national affiliation from England to Jamaica in 2021. This will be the 34-year-old striker's second major tournament with the Reggae Boyz, but his ability to score -- 67 league goals in nine seasons for West Ham, plus three in 12 games for Jamaica -- should prove valuable.

Christian Pulisic and the U.S. men begin their Copa America campaign Sunday. (Gregg Newton/AFP via Getty Images) 


Having stepped up for the United States at his first World Cup, led his country to three straight Concacaf Nations League titles and put together a career year with AC Milan, the 25-year-old forward has shed concerns about untapped potential and morphed into the generational star fans long expected. Building on his crafty footwork and propulsive pace, Pulisic has refined his finishing prowess and set-piece proficiency to round out his lethality in the final third. After making just three appearances off the bench as 17-year-old at the 2016 Copa America, he'll be champing at the bit to steer an ascendant U.S. squad back to the semifinals (or beyond).

Federico Valverde, 25, has emerged as the anchor of a rejuvenated Uruguayan squad. (Martin Meissner/AP Photo) 


Big tournaments haven't treated Uruguay well lately: La Celeste failed to get out of the group stage of the 2022 World Cup, and it hasn't triumphed in a Copa America knockout game since winning it all in 2011. But with Diego Godin and Edinson Cavani retired from the national team and a 37-year-old Luis Suarez on his last legs, Valverde has emerged as the anchor of a rejuvenated, Marcelo Bielsa-led Uruguayan squad that sits second in CONMEBOL's World Cup qualifying standings at 4-1-1 (including wins over Brazil and Argentina). An industrious central midfielder with an opportunistic eye for goal, the 25-year-old was an indispensable piece of the Real Madrid squad that paired its Spanish league title with the UEFA Champions League crown this season.

Adalberto Carrasquilla, 25, plays for the Houston Dynamo. (Ringo Chiu / AFP via Getty Images) 


After qualifying for its first World Cup in 2018 and just missing out on the 2022 edition, Panama reasserted its place toward the top of Concacaf's hierarchy with runs to last summer's Gold Cup final and this spring's Nations League semifinals. Carrasquilla, a 25-year-old playmaker for the Houston Dynamo, has made himself integral to the squad as a cerebral string puller with the ability to impact games from deep-lying positions and the flanks. And he is coming off a career year in which he racked up eight assists in 25 MLS appearances and earned Golden Ball honors as the Gold Cup's top player.

Ramiro Vaca's Bolivia is off to a 1-5-0 start in 2026 World Cup qualifying. (Juan Karita/AP Photo) 


Long CONMEBOL's bottom feeder, Bolivia has failed to get out of the group stage in eight of the past nine Copa America tournaments, hasn't qualified for the World Cup in three decades and is off to a 1-5-0 start to qualifying for the 2026 tournament. Whatever faint hopes the Bolivians have of making a run this summer will hinge on the youthful likes of Vaca, a 24-year-old playmaker for Bolivar who signed with the La Paz club last year after a stint with Belgian side Beerschot.

Brazil will be leaning on Vinicius Junior this summer. (Rich Storry/Getty Images) 


The Vinicius era has arrived. With longtime attacking catalyst Neymar sidelined by a torn ACL, Brazil will be leaning on the 23-year-old Real Madrid forward as the star attraction of a front line that also features Madrid teammate Rodrygo and Barcelona's Raphinha. The pressure's on for a Brazilian team that lost the 2021 Copa America final to archival Argentina, crashed out in the World Cup quarterfinals for the second straight tournament and got off to an underwhelming 2-3-1 start to 2026 World Cup qualifying. If Brazil is to get back on track by lifting the trophy in South Florida next month, it'll need plenty of production from Vinicius. Although the shifty and speedy attacker has recorded three straight 20-goal seasons for Madrid, he has just three strikes in 30 caps for the Selecao.

Luis Diaz is a catalyst for Colombia. (Tim Nwachukwu/Getty Images) 


After two solid but unspectacular seasons as a role player with Liverpool, the 27-year-old winger broke out this past campaign, racking up 13 goals over 51 appearances in all competitions. He also tied Messi as the Golden Boot winner at the 2021 Copa America and has scored twice during a 3-0-3 start to World Cup qualifying that has Colombia on its way back to prominence after it missed out on the 2022 tournament. Although 2014 World Cup hero James Rodriguez still captains Los Cafeteros, there's no doubt that Diaz -- a menacing threat cutting in from the left flank -- is their attacking catalyst.

Paraguay's Miguel Almiron has dependable contributor to  Newcastle. (Marcelo Endelli/Getty Images) 


A former MLS standout who powered Atlanta United to the 2018 MLS Cup title, Almiron has developed into a dependable contributor to surging English power Newcastle, hitting double-digit goals during its fourth-place 2022-23 Premier League campaign. Typically deployed as a right winger, the 30-year-old is a downhill attacker with a knack for punishing opponents in transition and pestering back lines with relentless pressing. Considering Paraguay hasn't made the World Cup since 2010 or embarked on a deep Copa America run since 2015, Almiron will be eager to leave his mark on the international stage.

Costa Rica is turning the page, which opens the door for Manfred Ugalde. (Kevork Djansezian/Getty Images) 


With Bryan Ruiz retired, Keylor Navas stepping away from the international game and Joel Campbell a shell of his former self, Costa Rica is turning the page on the generation that powered its run to the 2014 World Cup quarterfinals. Enter Ugalde, a 22-year-old forward for Russian club Spartak Moscow with a nose for goal and intelligent movement in the box. After a dispute with former coach Luis Fernando Suarez froze Ugalde out of Los Ticos, he returned to the fold with the appointment of Gustavo Alfaro last year. Considering Costa Rica suffered a sobering 6-1 aggregate defeat to Panama in last fall's Nations League quarterfinals, this squad sorely needs a new star (or six) to emerge and get the program back on track.
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Olympic track and field trials: How to watch Noah Lyles, Sydney McLaughlin-Levrone
Many Tokyo Olympians from Sydney McLaughlin-Levrone to Noah Lyle are back and aiming to return to the Summer Games, but they'll have to make the team first.
By Adam Kilgore | 2024-06-20

Noah Lyles won gold in the 100, 200 and 4x100 relay at last year's world championships, a triple unseen since Jamaica's Usain Bolt. (Steph Chambers/Getty Images)


The U.S. track and field squad is often referred to as the toughest Olympic team to make. The trials are a crucible where one bad day can erase four years -- or three, in this case -- of grueling preparation, with plenty of depth and talent ready to steal a spot from a favorite. The "American Olympics" are one of the most competitive events in track and field. Most athletes will tell you they'll feel more pressure in Oregon than they will in Paris. It makes for a 10-day spectacle of joy, agony and plenty of surprises.
The U.S. Olympic trials will take place from June 21 to June 30, with rest days June 25 and June 26.
All times Eastern
Friday, June 21
Saturday, June 22
Sunday, June 23
Monday, June 24
Thursday, June 27
Friday, June 28
Saturday, June 29
Sunday, June 30
U.S. track and field uses its trials exclusively to choose its Olympic team. The top three finishers who have achieved the Olympic qualifying standard -- a formality, in most cases -- will make the Paris Games.
The format, which is unusual among major track and field nations, makes the trials both exciting and stressful: It's possible for one of the best athletes in the world to have one bad day and miss the Olympics.
Hayward Field in Eugene, Ore., on the campus of the University of Oregon.
Men and women compete in the 100 meters, 200 meters, 400 meters, 800 meters, 1,500 meters, 5,000 meters, 10,000 meters, steeplechase, marathon, 400-meter hurdles, shot put, javelin, discus, hammer throw, high jump, long jump, triple jump, pole vault and race walk. The men's short hurdles race is 110 meters, while the women's is 100 meters. Men compete in decathlon, while the women's multi-event is the heptathlon.
The marathon trials were Feb. 3 in Orlando. Conner Mantz, Clayton Young and Leonard Korir qualified in the men's race, while Fiona O'Keeffe, Emily Sisson and Dakotah Lindwurm made the women's team.
Women's 400-meter hurdles: Any time Sydney McLaughlin-Levrone runs at a major meet, her world record could fall -- again. She broke the record four times between the 2021 Olympic trials and the 2022 world championships in Eugene, finally setting it at a ludicrous 50.68 seconds, 1.48 seconds faster than the first record she broke.
Men's shot put: At the 2021 Olympic trials at Hayward Field, Ryan Crouser, a native Oregonian, broke a world record that had stood for 31 years. He reset his own record to 23.56 meters (77 feet 3 inches) in 2023. Crouser thinks 80 feet is the "holy grail" of shot put, giving the two-time Olympic gold medalist room to do it again.
Men's 200 meters: Noah Lyles, who holds the American record of 19.31 seconds, has been open about his pursuit of Usain Bolt's world record of 19.19. He's aiming to peak for Paris, making it unlikely he challenges such a hallowed mark in Eugene. Then again, he'll be on the track where he set the American record.
Men's 110-meter hurdles: Grant Holloway came within .01 seconds of tying Aries Merritt's world record of 12.80 at the 2021 Olympic trials -- in a semifinal. Holloway will be one of the most dominant athletes in Oregon, and it wouldn't be a surprise if he finally knocks off a record that has stood since 2012.
Sydney McLaughlin-Levrone: Just 24, McLaughlin-Levrone is royalty in her sport. She redefined the limits of the 400-meter hurdles, then flirted over the past two years with trying another event or attempting a 400 meters/400-meter hurdles double in Paris. She ran world-class times in the 400 flat this year and even dusted an elite 200 field in an absurd 22.07 seconds at the Los Angeles Grand Prix in May. But McLaughlin-Levrone declared after that victory that she would stick with her "bread and butter" and compete only in the 400 hurdles, a concession to the knee issue that kept her out of the 2023 world championships. It's a mild disappointment for those who wanted a historic pursuit, but McLaughlin-Levrone figures to take the 400-meter hurdles to new heights again. She will run the final event of the trials, a nod to her headlining status.
Noah Lyles: Lyles already may hold the title of greatest sprinter since Usain Bolt, and he can cement that status this summer. He won gold in the 100, 200 and 4x100 relay at last year's world championships, a triple unseen since Bolt. He wants to repeat the feat in Paris. Even though he'll be the favorite in the 100, he can't take making the team for granted in a U.S. field that includes Christian Coleman and reigning Olympic silver medalist Fred Kerley. Already the American record holder at 200 meters, Lyles has been open about his intent to break Bolt's world record of 19.19 seconds. If he does, he'll achieve his ultimate goal of mainstream stardom.
Sha'Carri Richardson: Richardson has traveled an uneven path since her starburst at the 2021 Olympic trials, but she will enter these trials as the favorite to win Olympic gold in the 100 meters. Richardson won the 100 at the 2021 trials, only to get kept out of the Olympics because of a positive marijuana test. She struggled over the next year, unable to escape even the preliminary heats at the 2022 national championships. But Richardson found renewed personal peace and won gold at last year's world championships with the second-fastest American 100 meters since 1988. "I'm not back," she said then. "I'm better." In Eugene, Richardson can take a step toward competing at her first Olympics.

Ryan Crouser first set a world record in the shot put at the U.S. Olympic trials three years ago. (Matthias Hangst/Getty Images)


Ryan Crouser: Just three American male track and field athletes -- Al Oerter, Ray Ewry and Carl Lewis -- have won an individual gold medal at three Olympics. Crouser, already the world record holder in the shot put, can become the third. He's a heavy favorite in his native Oregon, but it's still no guarantee Crouser will win at the trials. Joe Kovacs, who won silver the past two Games, has consistently pushed Crouser, even upsetting him at the 2019 world championships. That push could lead to Crouser repeating his performance from the 2021 trials, when he first seized the world record.
Athing Mu: With her elegant stride and precocious dominance, everything seemed easy for Mu at the Tokyo Olympics. She won gold in the 800 meters, setting the American record at 19, a few months removed from her freshman year at Texas A&M. It has been harder ever since. While still flashing immense ability -- winning the 2022 world championship and finishing second at the 2023 national championships in the unfamiliar 1,500 meters -- Mu has struggled with some pressures of transitioning to professional track, calling the two years after her Olympic breakout "a lot." She considered skipping the 2023 world championships before entering at the last minute and finishing third. Mu broke her own American record at the Prefontaine Classic less than a month later. She has not raced all year, sidetracked by a left hamstring injury. The trials will provide the best glimpse of the state of Mu, who still has the talent and personality to become a face of American track.
Rai Benjamin: At his first Olympics, Benjamin broke what had been the world record in the 400-meter hurdles. The only problem was the man running next him, Norway's Karsten Warholm, shattered it and beat him for the gold medal in Tokyo. Benjamin could be one of U.S. track's leading figures, but he is still searching for his first individual major championship after battling injuries and finishing on the podium, but not on top, at two straight world championships. Benjamin ran 46.64 seconds in his season debut in May, the fourth-fastest time of his career and a mark bettered by just two men ever. The race signaled that Benjamin is back in top form, ready again to challenge Warholm in one of track and field's most compelling rivalries.

Long jumper Tara Davis-Woodhall has the talent and the personality to become a breakout star in Paris. (Matthias Schrader/AP)


Tara Davis-Woodhall: Davis-Woodhall saunters around the track in a cowboy hat and boots after her long jump performances. She has the talent to back up her unapologetic celebrations. Davis-Woodhall finished sixth at the Tokyo Olympics at 22, months after her college career ended at Texas. She claimed silver at the world championships last summer, which she said only motivated her to win an Olympic gold. One of the most charismatic performers and vibrant personalities in American track and field, Davis-Woodhall could set herself up to be a star in Paris.
All times Eastern
June 21
June 22
June 23
June 24
June 25
June 26
June 27
June 28
June 29
June 30
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Back from the depths, Caeleb Dressel and Simone Manuel clinch Paris berths
The Olympic veterans secure relay spots for next month's Paris Games. Katie Ledecky wins the 1,500 free, her third win of the week.
By Dave Sheinin | 2024-06-20

Caeleb Dressel and Chris Guiliano chat after the 100-meter freestyle final Wednesday in Indianapolis. (Al Bello/Getty Images)


INDIANAPOLIS -- The week's biggest crowd at Lucas Oil Field had already been treated to a seven-course menu of delights Wednesday night at the U.S. Olympic swimming trials -- superstars dueling upstarts, frantic two-length sprints and grueling 30-length slogs, and a half-dozen new names added to the Team USA roster for next month's Paris Olympics -- when the most important male swimmer in America climbed the starting blocks for the final of the men's 100-meter freestyle, and every eyeball in the place locked in on Lane 3.
On a night when Katie Ledecky and Kate Douglass each won a final and when Simone Manuel earned a relay spot to become a third-time Olympian, the biggest roar from the announced crowd of 22,209 was reserved for the night's final race -- and for Caeleb Dressel.
When the churned-up, white-capped water finally settled, the smile on Dressel's face as he hung on the wall told the story even more vividly than the time on the scoreboard: Dressel, the seven-time Olympic gold medalist, was heading to a third Olympics. But this one landed differently.
In a blistering 100 free final, Dressel finished third in 47.53 seconds, behind Chris Guiliano (47.38) and Jack Alexy (47.47). Guiliano and Alexy, both first-time Olympians, will represent Team USA in the individual event in Paris, while Dressel and fourth-place finisher Hunter Armstrong (47.78) locked up relay spots. Though he won't get to defend his Tokyo 2020 gold medal in the 100 free, Dressel, 27, still has chances remaining in the 50 free and 100 butterfly to earn individual spots in Paris.
But for Dressel, the relay berth completed a remarkable and perilous story arc for which a happy outcome was far from guaranteed. A five-time gold medalist in Tokyo, Dressel spent much of the next three years battling mental health issues -- which forced him to withdraw in the middle of the 2022 world championships in Budapest, then miss the 2023 worlds in Japan entirely -- then trying to work his body back into championship shape in a condensed time frame. The range of outcomes at this meet for Dressel was extreme and almost impossible to predict.
Not long after his race, Dressel walked over to the stands and threw himself into a long, tearful embrace with his wife, Meghan, and their infant son, August. In a deck-side interview, he spoke directly to the crowd: "You don't know how much it means to me -- the love I get from you. It's been tough. I'm having fun."
Bookending Dressel's redemptive race at the end of the night was Manuel's at the beginning -- a fourth-place finish in the women's 100 free (53.25) that earned her a spot on the Paris relay, along with Kate Douglass (52.56), Torri Huske (52.93) and Gretchen Walsh (53.13). Like Dressel, Manuel was a massive star in the sport who has spent the years since Tokyo trying to hold her career together.
In Manuel's case, it was a diagnosis of overtraining syndrome in 2021 that forced a total shutdown from the sport for nearly a year and kept her out of international competition in 2022 and 2023. But she remains a towering figure in the sport, a five-time Olympic medalist and, by virtue of her victory in the 100 free at the Rio de Janeiro Games in 2016, the first Black woman to win an individual Olympic swimming gold.
"It means everything to me," said Manuel, wiping away tears, of her return to the Olympics. "People close to me really know the journey it took for me to get here. So I'm really proud of myself and proud to represent the USA. ... I basically started from ground zero. I think it's important for me to look back and be proud of myself for continuing to fight through this process and believe in myself."
Douglass, on the short list of the most versatile female swimmers in the world, pulled off an impressive double, winning the 100 free to lock up a roster spot in Paris, then coming back about 90 minutes later to win her semifinal heat in the 200 breaststroke (2:21.23) and lead the qualifying for Thursday night's final.
Douglass, the bronze medalist in the 200 individual medley in Tokyo, will also swim that event here as the overwhelming favorite later in the meet and could also swim the 50 free, in which she is the American record holder. If she makes Team USA's roster in free, breast and IM, she would be the first American woman to swim those three disciplines in one Olympics. Oh, and she's also a former NCAA champion in the butterfly.
In contrast to Douglass, Ledecky does one thing -- swim an exhausting number of freestyle laps -- better than anyone in history. On Wednesday night, she won her third (and longest) event of the week, the women's 1,500 free, in 15:37.35. It was the 16th-fastest time in history, with Ledecky herself owning all 15 of the faster ones, though she sounded disappointed with it.
"I got a little sloppy tonight," she said. "... I would've loved it to have been a little faster. But I'll take it, and I'll be faster in a few weeks.
Katie Grimes was second, in 15:57.77, clinching her a third event in Paris, after the 400 individual medley and the 10k open-water race.
Ledecky, 27, previously won the 400 free and 200 free here, and she still has the 800 to come. She has said she expects to drop the individual 200 free in Paris, in the interest of saving herself for her core events, but will swim the 4x200 free relay, most likely as the anchor.
Seventeen-year-old Thomas Heilman surged to victory in the men's 200 butterfly final with a time of 1:54.50 to become the youngest male swimmer to make Team USA's Olympic roster in 24 years. Luca Urlando (1:55.08) finished second to grab the second Olympic spot; three years ago, he finished third in both butterfly finals, by a combined margin of about half a second, to narrowly miss out in the most brutal fashion possible.
The men's 200 breast final produced a pair of first-time Olympians in Matthew Fallon, who set an American record at 2:06.54, and Josh Matheny in 2:08.86. In 2021, Fallon held the top seed entering the final of at the Olympic trials but finished last.
It was Armstrong, the fourth-place finisher in the men's 100 free, who put a bow on a riveting night of swimming with a comment during a deck-side interview that seemed designed to add fuel to the burgeoning United States-Australia rivalry. At the 2023 world championships, where the Aussies surged past the Americans in the gold medal count, Team USA's members irked their Australian counterparts by ringing cowbells in the stands to celebrate American victories.
"More importantly," Armstrong blurted to the crowd in a purposeful non sequitur to a different question, "we need more cowbell."
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Capitals trade Darcy Kuemper to Kings, roll dice on Pierre-Luc Dubois 
The 25-year-old Dubois will be playing on his fourth team in five years when he joins Washington.
By Bailey Johnson | 2024-06-19

Pierre-Luc Dubois was the third overall pick by the Columbus Blue Jackets in the 2016 draft. (Sean M. Haffey/Getty Images) 


After more than a year of talking about trading for a top-six forward, the Washington Capitals made their move Wednesday. The Capitals traded goaltender Darcy Kuemper to the Los Angeles Kings for center Pierre-Luc Dubois, taking a swing on a talented but mercurial 25-year-old who will be playing for his fourth team in five years.
Dubois, the third pick of the 2016 draft by the Blue Jackets, spent the first three-plus seasons of his NHL career with Columbus before being traded to Winnipeg in January 2021. Dubois then used his leverage as a pending restricted free agent, after making it clear he didn't see a long-term future for himself in Winnipeg, to work a trade to the Kings last summer, a move that landed Dubois an eight-year contract with an average annual value of $8.5 million.
His first season with the Kings fell well short of expectations, and his name was floated in recent weeks as a candidate for a buyout when the window opens after the Stanley Cup finals. Instead, the 6-foot-4, 225-pound Dubois was traded to Washington less than two weeks before his full no-movement clause would have kicked in July 1.
"We are thrilled to announce the addition of Pierre-Luc to the Caps organization," Washington General Manager Brian MacLellan said in a statement. "This acquisition brings in a talented 25-year-old with immense potential to become a top-tier center in the NHL. With his size, exceptional skating, and high hockey IQ, we are confident he will thrive in our organization with increased responsibility and opportunity.
"We also thank Darcy for his valuable contributions to our organization on and off the ice and wish him the best in Los Angeles. After witnessing Charlie Lindgren's performance last season, we believe he deserves a chance to play a more significant role within our team."

Goaltender Darcy Kuemper signed with Washington in July 2022. (John McDonnell/The Washington Post) 


Kuemper, 34, whom the Capitals signed to a five-year, $26.25 million contract in July 2022, lost his starting role to Lindgren midway through last season, and it didn't appear there was a path for him back to being the No. 1 netminder in Washington. With three years remaining on his contract, it was in line to be a difficult one for the Capitals to move without retaining salary -- or taking a risk on a player they got in return, as they did with Dubois.
If Dubois reaches his ceiling, he could be the answer to Washington's quest for a top-line center. He has sought-after size and is highly skilled, but his track record over the past few seasons suggests that unlocking his potential will be a task for Spencer Carbery and the rest of the Capitals' coaching staff.
The end of Dubois' tenure with the Blue Jackets turned ugly. His disinterest on one shift against the Tampa Bay Lightning led to him being benched by then-coach John Tortorella and traded two days later, and it wasn't a much prettier ending in Winnipeg as he forced his way out the door.
On the ice, Dubois hit a high-water mark in his final season with the Jets, recording 63 points in 73 games, but his first -- and only -- season in Los Angeles didn't go according to anyone's plan. He slid down the lineup, ultimately averaging less than 16 minutes of ice time and recording 40 points (16 goals and 24 assists) in 82 games.
But when Dubois is engaged and at his best, he can be a difference-maker -- and the Capitals are betting they'll be able to get him to that point.
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What to know about Copa America 2024
Copa America begins Thursday, with the United States hosting for the second time in the 108-year-old tournament's history. 
By Matt Bonesteel | 2024-06-20

Sixteen Western Hemisphere teams will compete for the Copa America trophy this summer. (Sebastiao Moreira/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Copa America kicks off this week, making for a busy summer soccer schedule with Euro 2024 happening at the same time. Here's what you need to know about the Western Hemisphere's biggest soccer event.
Copa America is a soccer tournament contested every four years featuring the 10 teams comprising CONMEBOL -- the South American soccer federation -- plus others that mainly hail from the Western Hemisphere. It is the world's oldest continental soccer tournament, having first been played in 1916. This year's tournament will feature 16 teams, including the host United States.
Copa America begins Thursday and continues through the final on July 14.
Ecuador was next in line to host Copa America, based on CONMEBOL's host rotation, but in 2022 the country's soccer federation declined its option, saying the country needed to focus its resources on things other than soccer. In January 2023, CONMEBOL and Concacaf -- the governing body of soccer in North America, Central America and the Caribbean -- announced a new strategic partnership, and the United States was named host for this year's tournament.
It will be the second time the United States has hosted the tournament (the first was in 2016). Copa America 2024 will be contested at 14 U.S. stadiums, with the final to be played July 14 at Hard Rock Stadium in Miami Gardens, Fla.
Copa America 2024 matches will air on Fox, Fox Sports 1 and Fox Sports 2 and stream on the Fox Sports app.
Copa America 2024 begins with its 16 teams placed into four groups of four teams each. Each team plays the other three in its group and receives three points for a win and one point for a draw. The top two teams in each group, based on standings points, advance to the quarterfinals. From there, Copa America 2024 becomes a knockout tournament with an eight-team bracket.
Group A: Argentina, Peru, Chile, Canada
Group B: Mexico, Ecuador, Venezuela, Jamaica
Group C: United States, Uruguay, Panama, Bolivia
Group D: Brazil, Colombia, Paraguay, Costa Rica
The United States will face Bolivia on June 23 in Arlington, Tex. (6 p.m. Eastern, Fox); Panama on June 27 in Atlanta (6 p.m. Eastern, Fox); and Uruguay on July 1 in Kansas City, Mo. (9 p.m. Eastern, Fox Sports 1).
Should the United States win its group, its quarterfinal match will be July 6 in Paradise, Nev. (9 p.m. Eastern, Fox Sports 1). If the Americans finish second in their group, they will play July 6 in Glendale, Ariz. (6 p.m. Eastern, Fox Sports 1).
All times Eastern
Thursday
8 p.m.: Argentina vs. Canada in Atlanta (Fox Sports 1)
Friday
8 p.m.: Peru vs. Chile in Arlington, Texas (Fox Sports 1)
Saturday
6 p.m.: Ecuador vs. Venezuela in Santa Clara, Calif. (Fox Sports 1)
9 p.m.: Mexico vs. Jamaica in Houston (Fox Sports 1)
Sunday
6 p.m.: United States vs. Bolivia in Arlington, Tex. (Fox)
9 p.m.: Uruguay vs. Panama in Miami Gardens, Fla. (Fox)
Monday
6 p.m.: Colombia vs. Paraguay in Houston (Fox Sports 1)
9 p.m.: Brazil vs. Costa Rica in Inglewood, Calif. (Fox Sports 1)
Tuesday
6 p.m.: Peru vs. Canada in Kansas City, Kan. (Fox Sports 1)
9 p.m.: Chile vs. Argentina in East Rutherford, N.J. (Fox Sports 1)
Wednesday
6 p.m.: Ecuador vs. Jamaica in Paradise, Nev. (Fox Sports 1)
9 p.m.: Venezuela vs. Mexico in Inglewood, Calif. (Fox Sports 1)
June 27
6 p.m.: Panama vs. United States in Atlanta (Fox)
9 p.m.: Uruguay vs. Bolivia in East Rutherford, N.J. (Fox)
June 28
6 p.m.: Colombia vs. Costa Rica in Glendale, Ariz. (Fox Sports 1)
9 p.m.: Paraguay vs. Brazil in Paradise, Nev. (Fox Sports 1)
June 29
8 p.m.: Argentina vs. Peru in Miami Gardens, Fla. (Fox Sports 1)
8 p.m.: Canada vs. Chile in Orlando (Fox Sports 2)
June 30
8 p.m.: Mexico vs. Ecuador in Glendale, Ariz. (Fox)
8 p.m.: Jamaica vs. Venezuela in Austin (Fox Sports 1)
July 1
9 p.m.: United States vs. Uruguay in Kansas City, Mo. (Fox Sports 1)
9 p.m.: Bolivia vs. Panama in Orlando (Fox Sports 2)
July 2
9 p.m.: Costa Rica vs. Paraguay in Austin (Fox Sports 1)
9 p.m.: Brazil vs. Colombia in Santa Clara, Calif. (Fox Sports 2)
As of this writing, plentiful seats remain at Ticketmaster for the three group-stage games featuring the U.S. national team. For the final, the get-in price at Ticketmaster is more than $900 for an upper-deck seat.
All 10 teams from CONMEBOL -- Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay and Venezuela -- automatically qualified for Copa America 2024. The other six will come from CONCACAF and comprise the four semifinalists from the 2023-24 CONCACAF Nations League (United States, Mexico, Jamaica and Panama) plus two others (Canada and Costa Rica) who won play-in rounds contested between the four quarterfinal losers.
At DraftKings Sportsbook, Argentina is the favorite to win Copa America at +175 odds (a winning $100 wager would return a $175 profit). Brazil (+225), Uruguay (+500), Colombia (+1000), the United States (+1200) and Mexico (+1400) round out the top of the odds board.
Copa America could be one of the last chances to catch Argentina icon Lionel Messi on the international stage. The generational forward turns 37 on Monday, one day before Argentina's second group-stage match against Chile, and he'll look to lead his country to its third straight international title after victories at the previous Copa America and the 2022 World Cup. With the World Cup pressure finally off his shoulders, another trophy could be at hand.
Argentina defeated Brazil to win its 15th Copa America title at the 2021 tournament, which was delayed one year because of the coronavirus pandemic.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2024/06/20/copa-america-2024-schedule-groups-odds-tv/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wp_homepage



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Spring 2024 All-Met Players of the Year
The best of the best from the high school sports season. 
By Washington Post staff | 2024-06-20
Quincy Wilson, So., Bullis | Wilson is one of the most gifted track athletes in the country. He will contend for a spot in the Paris Olympics this summer, the latest sign of his meteoric rise. Wilson ran the 400 meters in 45.13 seconds at New Balance Nationals and the 800 meters in 1:50.44 at the Beach Run Invitational. The partnership between Bullis's vaunted program and Wilson's special talent has worked wonders, and the next two years will be a chance for him to continue to advance his legacy.
Boys' track and field first team, relays, honorable mention

Jackson-Reed's Indie Wallace-Persaud. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post) 


Indie Wallace-Persaud, Jr., Jackson-Reed | Before the season, Wallace-Persaud and Coach Tia Clemmons discussed the junior's goals. Wallace-Persaud said securing All-Met Athlete of the Year honors was at the top of the list. She did that by dominating the D.C. State Athletic Association championships, winning the 100 meters (11.94 seconds), 200 meters (24.35) and long jump (18 feet 11.5 inches). She also split 55 seconds in the 4x400 at Penn Relays.
Girls' track and field first team, relays, honorable mention

Good Counsel's Hannah Rudolph. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post) 


Hannah Rudolph, M, Sr., Good Counsel | Rudolph entered this season having already won two Washington Catholic Athletic Conference championships, two conference player of the year awards and last spring's All-Met Player of the Year honor. In her senior season, she somehow ascended even higher and made herself an easy two-time selection for this award. The Northwestern signee led the Falcons to a 21-0 record -- the first undefeated campaign in program history -- and a WCAC three-peat. She won conference player of the year honors with 78 goals, 49 assists, 144 draw controls, 43 caused turnovers and 34 groundballs.
Girls' lacrosse first team, second team, honorable mention

Landon's Anthony Panetti. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post) 


Anthony Panetti, A, Sr., Landon | Panetti guided Landon to a 15-2 record and its first Interstate Athletic Conference title in seven years. The senior scored three goals and added an assist in a 17-6 dismantling of Georgetown Prep in the championship game and finished the spring with 36 goals and 41 assists in 17 games. The Bucknell commit, named the IAC player of the year, finished fourth all-time in career points for the Bears.
Boys' lacrosse first team, second team, honorable mention

Woodgrove's Abbey Lane. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post) 


Abbey Lane, P, Sr., Woodgrove | The only senior in the Wolverines' lineup, Lane pieced together a magical season and was the driving force behind her team's 7-0 shutout of Jefferson Forest in the Virginia Class 4 championship game. The George Mason signee finished the season with 297 strikeouts and a 0.15 ERA with 19 shutouts, six no-hitters and two perfect games. Lane didn't allow an earned run during the regular season and walked just three batters. Woodgrove captured its second state title in a row and the seventh in school history.
Softball first team, second team, honorable mention

Georgetown Prep's Aiden Dubetsky. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post) 


Aiden Dubetsky, utility, Sr., Georgetown Prep | The two-way star was at the forefront of Georgetown Prep's campaign as its ace and one of its most dangerous hitters. At the plate, the Amherst College signee hit .406 with a 1.200 OPS, striking out just twice in more than 100 at-bats. He was even more of a force on the mound, where he went 9-1, his only loss coming in a game in which he didn't allow an earned run. His ERA in Interstate Athletic Conference play was 0.55, and he culminated his decorated Hoyas career in fittingly dominant fashion by spinning a no-hitter to clinch the IAC championship.
Baseball first team, second team, honorable mention

Freedom (South Riding)'s Addy Hess. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post) 


Addy Hess, F, Sr., Freedom (South Riding) | While celebrating the Eagles' Virginia Class 6 championship, Hess said she wouldn't have believed the moment was possible during her freshman year. But Freedom powered its way to a 24-0 record and its first state championship largely thanks to the Penn State signee's attacking contributions. She had 43 goals and 19 assists as a senior, contributing to a majority of the Eagles' 120 goals. She routinely stepped up in key moments, scoring twice in Freedom's 2-1 state semifinal win over Madison and converting her penalty kick in the state championship game's penalty shootout.
Girls' soccer first team, second team, honorable mention

Riverside's DT Megliola. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post) 


DT Megliola, F, Sr., Riverside | The first Riverside player to win this award, Megliola was a scoring machine at the front of the Rams' dynamic attack. Finishing with 29 goals this spring, he helped the nine-year-old program earn its first Virginia Class 5 region title. In the state bracket, the Rams reached the semifinals for a third straight season. A Binghamton signee, Megliola brought a little bit of everything to the field. Described by one opposing coach as an "all-around threat," his graduation is a relief to back lines across Loudoun County.
Boys' soccer first team, second team, honorable mention

Sidwell Friends' Clara Zou. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post) 


Clara Zou, Sr., Sidwell Friends | After gaining recognition with a D.C. state title in her junior year, Zou got even better. She fought her way through a crowded field of Independent School League competitors, racking up a perfect record and dealing the final blow that earned the Quakers yet another ISL banner. The University of Chicago commit did it all while captaining a perennial powerhouse that continued its run as one of the nation's top programs.
Girls' tennis first team, honorable mention

Colgan's Matthew Staton. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post) 


Matthew Staton, Sr., Colgan | Staton spent his entire high school career as the most dominant force in Northern Virginia boys' tennis. His elite reputation only grew this year as he became one of the top-ranked seniors in the nation. Although the three-time singles state champion fell just short of a fourth title this spring, he made great strides as a leader for the Sharks, offering advice and guidance to his teammates. As he heads to the Air Force Academy, he leaves behind an outsize impact and a sterling legacy.
Boys' tennis first team, honorable mention

Lake Braddock's Madi Bell. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


Madi Bell, Jr., Lake Braddock | Bell, now a two-time winner of this award, helped the Bruins capture their third consecutive Virginia Class 6 championship by taking first place in vault (9.775) and beam (9.750) at the state meet. Nothing the junior did during the region or state tournaments dipped below a 9.0, establishing her as one of the most consistent and well-rounded gymnasts in the area.
Gymnastics first team, second team, honorable mention

Gonzaga's Carson Looney. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post) 


Carson Looney, Jr., Gonzaga | As the Eagles swept all three of their postseason tournaments, Looney earned low medalist honors twice, with a 5-under-par 66 at the Washington Catholic Athletic Conference championship and a 6-under-par 66 at the D.C. State Athletic Association championship. Committed to Indiana, the WCAC co-player of the year finished the regular season with a spotless head-to-head record and averaged 35.18 strokes per nine holes.
Golf first team, second team, honorable mention

Sping All-Met 2024: Behind the scenes
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Caitlin Clark and the Fever are too much for the shorthanded Mystics
The Mystics' modest two-game winning streak came to an end Wednesday night as Clark and the Fever won their third straight and fifth out of seven.
By Kareem Copeland | 2024-06-20

Caitlin Clark was among the Fever's quartet of high draft picks that proved too much for the Mystics on Wednesday. (Emilee Chinn/Getty Images)


INDIANAPOLIS -- Washington Mystics Coach Eric Thibault was quick to remind everyone that they shouldn't be fooled by the Indiana Fever's record or its slow start to the season. Caitlin Clark may be among the most hyped athletes in the country, but Thibault knows there's more to that team than the NCAA Division I all-time leading scorer.
Clark is just the latest No. 1 pick on the Fever's roster. She joined former South Carolina star Aliyah Boston from 2023, and that pair joined No. 2 picks NaLyssa Smith and Kelsey Mitchell. That quartet combined for 73 points as the Fever defeated the Mystics, 88-81, before a capacity crowd of 17,274 at Gainbridge Fieldhouse.
After an 0-5 start, the Fever has won three straight and five of seven, improving to 6-10. The Mystics (2-13), who endured an 0-12 start, had their two-game winning streak end.
"Definitely time [together helps]," Clark said before the game. "You can even see me and Aliyah just having a better connection, reading where each other's going to be, reading each other's eyes a little bit better.
"It's just the connection. You build that through playing together. ... Everybody can kind of see the improvement."
The Mystics' progress has been slowed by injuries, with two of their biggest contributors missing extended time. Brittney Sykes (left foot sprain) missed her 12th game, and Shakira Austin (hip) missed her ninth. Their absences are felt especially on offense, where Ariel Atkins (27 points) and Karlie Samuelson (16 points) could have used help beyond the 14 points Stefanie Dolson contributed (including four three-pointers).
Atkins has been on a tear in the past three games, averaging 24.7 points, and now ranks fourth in franchise history with 450 assists.
"That's the key -- not to force it," Atkins said. "To make all of our lives easier, I have to be aggressive. Also with [Sykes] being out, we need to attack the rim a little more. Just trying to put pressure on the rim, open up stuff for us."
Washington kept the Fever's lead to single digits most of the night until a 12-3 fourth-quarter run built an 11-point advantage. The Mystics never got closer than five the rest of the way.
Clark scored a career-high 30 points in the first meeting between the teams but put together a more all-around game this time with 18 points, a career-high 12 rebounds, six assists and four steals to go with six turnovers. Boston set the tone early and finished with 22 points and eight rebounds while Mitchell dropped 22 on 8-for-11 shooting, including four three-pointers. Smith added 11 points and seven rebounds.
"We chased shooters hard and maybe didn't guard the ball well enough," Thibault said. "First half, in particular, we gave up a lot of straight-line drives because we were so busy chasing shooters around off the ball. That's tough because you have to give respect to those shooters, but I don't think we did a good job just with our one-on-one defense."
Those are high-level scorers, and the Mystics helped them out with some freebies. Committing 11 turnovers isn't demoralizing, but the Fever went the other way and scored 20 points off them, compared with just 10 points off turnovers for the Mystics. That differential matters in a seven-point loss. Adding to the Mystics' issues was a propensity for fouling, and the Fever went 18 for 23 from the line.
"Some of the turnovers were basically outlets for a fast-break layup," Samuelson said. "Can't have a live turnover at the top of the key."
Washington has two more meetings with the Fever. On Wednesday, the Mystics announced their season-ending game against Indiana on Sept. 19 will be played at Capital One Arena. The first meeting was also held there and sold out with 20,333 in attendance, making it the fifth-best-attended regular season game in WNBA history.
The Mystics return home for a back-to-back against the Dallas Wings on Saturday and Sunday.
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Sports TV and radio listings for D.C. region
Channels and times for today's games.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-06-20
MLB
1 p.m. Arizona at Washington >>> MASN2, WJFK (106.7 FM), WDCN (87.7 FM)
4 p.m. Baltimore at New York Yankees >>> MASN, WIYY (97.9 FM),WSBN (630 AM)
7 p.m. San Francisco vs. St. Louis >>> WTTG (Ch. 5), WBFF (Ch. 45)
GOLF
7 a.m. DP World Tour: KLM Open, first round >>> Golf Channel
3 p.m. PGA Tour: Travelers Championship, first round >>> Golf Channel
6 p.m. LPGA Tour: Women's PGA Championship, first round >>> Golf Channel
SOCCER
9 a.m. European Championship, Group C: Slovenia vs. Serbia>>> Fox Sports 1
Noon European Championship, Group C: Denmark vs. England >>> Fox Sports 1
3 p.m. European Championship, Group B: Spain vs. Italy >>> WTTG (Ch. 5), WBFF (Ch. 45)
8 p.m. Copa America, Group A: Argentina vs. Canada >>> Fox Sports 1
TENNIS
5 a.m. ATP: Queen's Club Championships and Halle Open, early rounds; WTA: German Open and Birmingham Classic, early rounds>>> Tennis Channel
U.S. OLYMPIC SWIMMING TRIALS
8 p.m. Day 6 finals: Women's 200-meter butterfly, men's 200-meter backstroke, women's 200-meter breaststroke >>> WRC (Ch. 4), WBAL (Ch. 11)
PRO HOCKEY -- AMERICAN HOCKEY LEAGUE, CALDER CUP FINALS
10 p.m. Game 4: Hershey at Coachella Valley >>> Monumental Sports Network, NHL Network
COLLEGE BASEBALL -- WORLD SERIES
TBD Teams TBD (if necessary) >>> ESPN
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The legacy of Willie Mays through his iconic baseball cards and career numbers
A year-by-year look at Mays's legendary career, as told by his Topps baseball card for each season.
By Brian Gross | 2024-06-19
The numbers Willie Mays consistently posted throughout his career tell a remarkable story even for those who never got a chance to see him play. Not only did Mays, who died June 18 at 93, put up milestone numbers in key counting categories, but his statistics also hold up by more modern measures as well.
Those stats include one season of three played with the Birmingham Black Barons, where Mays started his professional career in 1948 and appeared in the final Negro World Series at 17. He batted .311 in 75 games for the Black Barons in 1949 and started the 1950 season batting .330 and slugging .547 before being signed by the Giants, according to a Society for American Baseball Research biography.
Here's a year-by-year look at his key major league stats and accomplishments (starred indicates he was the league leader), with his Topps baseball card for that season.

(Topps)


After hitting .393 and slugging .604 in 116 minor league games, Mays made his Giants debut May 25, having just turned 20. In his fourth game, he got his first MLB hit, a home run off future Hall of Famer Warren Spahn. On Aug. 11, the Giants were 13 games behind the Dodgers, but they won 37 of their last 44 to tie for first place. Mays was on deck when Bobby Thomson hit the "Shot Heard Round the World" to beat Brooklyn in a playoff and send the Giants to face the Yankees in the World Series. He was named rookie of the year after playing in 121 games.

(Topps)



(Topps)


Mays played just 34 games before being drafted into the Army; he would miss the rest of 1952 as well as the entire following season to military service. (Topps still issued a baseball card.)

(Topps)


Mays had 36 home runs through July 28 and was batting .326. He hit just five more home runs but batted .379 the rest of the way to win his only batting title. The Giants won the pennant again, and Mays made his famous catch to help beat Cleveland in the first game of the World Series, which New York swept. At 23, he was named MVP, the third-youngest winner in NL history.

(Topps)


Mays became just the seventh player in MLB history to hit 50 home runs in a season. He led the majors with 382 total bases and was second in stolen bases. Defensively, he led NL outfielders in assists (23) and double plays (eight).

(Topps)


His 40 stolen bases were the most in the majors since 1944, and this was the first of four consecutive years he would lead the NL in the category. He stole four bases in a game May 6.

(Topps)


Mays became just the fourth player since 1900 to hit more than 20 doubles, 20 triples and 20 home runs in the same season. The Gold Glove was created in 1957, and Mays won the first of 12 consecutive awards. It was the last season for the Giants in New York.

(Topps)


In his first season in San Francisco, Mays went into the last day of the season trailing by just two points for the league lead in average, and despite getting three hits in the final game, he lost the batting title to Richie Ashburn (.350). It was the third time in four seasons he finished as runner-up and the only season Mays had more than 200 hits.

(Topps)


Mays had a career-best 43 doubles. This was the first of four seasons with two All-Star Games -- in the first game July 7, Mays tripled off of Whitey Ford to score Hank Aaron and win it for the NL, 5-4. It was one of Mays's 23 All-Star Game hits, the most of any player.

(Topps)


Mays led the majors in hits for the only time in his career.

(Topps)


On April 30 in Milwaukee, Mays hit four home runs and drove in eight. He lined out in the fifth inning, and he was on deck again in the top of the ninth when the game ended.

(Topps)


On the last day of the regular season, Mays homered in the eighth inning to give the Giants a 2-1 victory over Houston and a tie for first place with the Dodgers. The Giants won the playoff to advance to the World Series but lost to the Yankees in seven games. Mays led the majors in homers for the first time since 1955, and he reached a career high in RBI.

(Topps)


In the All-Star Game, Mays scored twice, drove in two runs, stole two bases and was named MVP in a 5-3 victory for the NL.

(Topps)


Mays led the NL in homers for the third time, but the Giants finished fourth, three games back, and fired manager Alvin Dark at the end of the season.

(Topps)


The Giants lost the pennant to the Dodgers by just two games, and Mays won his second MVP award, 11 years after his first, with a career high in homers. He led the majors in on-base percentage, but it would be the last time he hit over .300.

(Topps)


At 35, Mays hit more than 30 homers and drove in more than 100 for the final time. It was his last of eight consecutive seasons with at least 100 RBI, but he never led the NL in that category. It was also the 10th year in a row that he finished sixth or higher in MVP voting.

(Topps)


Mays played 141 games, his lowest total since returning from military service. The Giants remained in postseason contention until the final day of the season.

(Topps)


Mays scored the lone run in the All-Star Game and became the only player to win MVP honors twice. He won a Gold Glove for the last time.

(Topps)


Mays stole the 300th base of his career April 8 and became only the second player to reach 600 home runs. The Giants finished second in the NL for the fifth season in a row.

(Topps)


Mays had 19 home runs at the all-star break, and he became the 10th member of the 3,000-hit club.

(Topps)


The Giants beat the Dodgers to win the division but lost to the Pirates in the playoffs, with Mays hitting his only career postseason home run in Game 2 of the championship series. At 40, he stole 23 bases in 26 attempts, led the NL in walks (112) and played 48 games at first base. Mays was the inaugural recipient of the Commissioner's Award for character and charitable work, later renamed the Roberto Clemente Award.

(Topps)


Mays was traded to the Mets after 19 games, and the Giants retired his No. 24 shortly after. He homered in his first game playing again for a team in New York.

(Topps)


His retirement was announced in September, and the Mets finished 20-8 to make the playoffs. Mays played only in Game 5 of the championship series against Cincinnati, delivering a pinch-hit single with the bases loaded in the fifth and later scoring a run in a 7-2 victory for the Mets. He drove in the eventual winning run in Game 2 of the World Series against Oakland with a single off Rollie Fingers in the 12th inning, the last hit of his career.
Note: Wins above replacement calculations by Baseball-Reference.
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Jesse Winker homers, the pitching shines, and Nats edge Diamondbacks
Corbin delivers another strong start and the bullpen posts four more scoreless innings to win a steamy matinee.
By Spencer Nusbaum | 2024-06-20

The Nationals' Keibert Ruiz gets a tag on Arizona's Lourdes Gurriel Jr. to complete a fourth-inning fielder's choice after shortstop Nasim Nunez made a nice play after having a line drive go off his glove. (Mitchell Layton/Getty Images)


Early in Wednesday's 3-1 win over the Arizona Diamondbacks, the Washington Nationals seemed incapable of wriggling their way into a comfortable spot at the plate. They entered the sixth inning having seen just 50 pitches from Arizona right-hander Brandon Pfaadt. And for as hard as they have leaned into their aggressiveness, the hitting approach never seemed to bite them quite as bad as it did through the 14 scoreless innings that opened their series against one of the worst pitching staffs in baseball.
But Lane Thomas, who rarely swings at anything outside the strike zone, laid off all six pitches in his at-bat to draw a walk. Jesse Winker, who swings less than almost any full-time starter in MLB, then watched the first pitch of his at-bat zip by on the outside edge of the plate. Umpire Ryan Wills called it a strike. Winker, unmoved, did not change course, shrinking the zone as he waited for his pitch.
The next ball out of Pfaadt's hand, an 89.7 mph four-seam fastball just a sliver more inside, was that pitch. Winker sent it 399 feet over the center field wall at Nationals Park for a 2-1 lead and Washington's first run in 17 innings. The bullpen made the lead stand up.
Taking some of the joy from the win was the postgame news that shortstop CJ Abrams, a scratch shortly before first pitch, would be getting an MRI exam on his sore left wrist. Manager Dave Martinez said the team will know more Thursday. Abrams said he did not know what caused the issue.
"He just said it felt weird," Martinez said.
Patrick Corbin, Winker and another strong bullpen performance provided a lift in the shortstop's absence.
"Our pitching has carried us," Winker said. "We're facing a really good team, really good pitchers. [Pfaadt] was pitching outstanding. So, just tried to hit the ball hard."
Behind five strong innings from the left-hander Corbin, two perfect innings of relief from Derek Law and another pair of scoreless innings from Hunter Harvey and Kyle Finnegan, that homer was enough. The Nationals will have a chance to win their fifth consecutive series if they can beat the defending NL champions Thursday.
"We're gritty," Law said. "We know the starters are going to keep it close and ideally it's 1-0 -- well, ideally it's 10-0 -- but it seems like everybody's keeping it close. We know we're going to be coming into some close ballgames. ... Just have to keep that train rolling."
In the past month, the Nationals have seen just 3.63 pitches per plate appearance, fewer than all but one team, per TruMedia. On certain days -- think the seven-run inning June 9, when they had hits in seven straight at-bats on just 15 pitches -- that strategy can be valuable.
Sometimes, however, it can look like a defect. When the hits aren't falling, the tactic keeps opposing starting pitchers in games longer. When Trey Lipscomb popped up on a first-pitch sweeper to lead off the sixth, it didn't seem probable Washington would break that mold. But walks to Nasim Nunez (who was caught stealing) and Thomas set up Winker to face Pfaadt.
The Nationals (36-37) pushed an insurance run across in the seventh, when Ildemaro Vargas pinch-hit for Lipscomb and poked a single into right field. Third base coach Ricky Gutierrez made an aggressive call -- Keibert Ruiz and his team-low sprint speed was hustling from second, and Diamondbacks right fielder Randal Grichuk gathered the ball from a shallow approach -- that paid off as Ruiz scored before the throw reached the plate.
The Diamondbacks (36-38) couldn't touch Corbin or the stable of relievers. The lefty notched a season-high seven strikeouts, allowing just one earned run in the fourth inning. But after loading the bases before recording an out, Washington couldn't have asked for much more, limiting the damage to a Gabriel Moreno bases-loaded walk thanks in large part to a heads-up play by Nunez, who leaped for a line drive, watched it deflect off his glove, then gathered the ball and rifled it to the plate in time to nail Lourdes Gurriel Jr.
"The only kid that can make that play is him," Martinez said.
"Playing some good, clean defense, the way we've been pitching, it'll keep us in a lot of ballgames," Corbin said. "I think if you do the things you can control, play clean baseball, it will help and it's definitely something I think we've been able to do more consistently this season."
Notes: A partial power outage at Nationals Park cut the MASN broadcast at the start of the sixth inning and lasted nearly 15 minutes before returning to air. ...
Nunez took Abrams's place at shortstop and hit ninth, going 0 for 2 in his third MLB start with two nice plays in the field. Because the 23-year-old was selected in the Rule 5 draft in the offseason, the team must keep him on the active roster for the entire season or risk losing him. ...
Nationals Park held a moment of silence for Willie Mays before Wednesday's game following the MLB legend's death at 93 on Tuesday. Martinez, who played for the San Francisco Giants in the 1990s, got to know Mays well then. He offered fond memories of Mays's wit and baseball intelligence, as well as his condolences, before the game.
"He was truly a legend of the game. Everybody knows what he was as a baseball player. I had the privilege to meet him as a person. Always telling stories. Was really funny. Great to be around. He knew the game of baseball really, really well," Martinez said. "He was always fun to be around. Always had a smile on his face. So it was a pleasure for me to actually get to know him and be able to work with him, be able to talk to him one-on-one about the game. It's something I'll never forget."
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Commanders reach $1.3 million settlement with Virginia attorney general
The deal resolves allegations that the team improperly withheld deposits from season ticket holders under Daniel Snyder, who is responsible for paying the fines.
By Mark Maske | 2024-06-20

(Manuel Balce Ceneta/AP)


The office of Virginia Attorney General Jason S. Miyares (R) reached a $1.3 million settlement with the Washington Commanders over allegations that the team improperly withheld deposits from season ticket holders under the ownership of Daniel Snyder, Miyares announced Tuesday.
The Commanders previously reached settlements with the consumer protection division of the Maryland attorney general's office and with the D.C. attorney general's office over similar allegations.
"I am pleased that we were able to reach a fair and reasonable agreement with the Washington Commanders that requires restitution of unlawfully retained security deposits to consumers," Miyares said in a statement. "Our investigation found that the Commanders' prior ownership unlawfully retained security deposits for years after they should have been returned to consumers. I thank the team's current ownership for cooperating with this investigation, and for working towards rectifying the consumer harm we identified."
According to Miyares's office, the Commanders have returned more than $600,000 in deposits to approximately 475 season ticket holders. The team agreed to pay $600,000 in civil penalties and $100,000 in costs to resolve the investigation, Miyares's office said.
"We are pleased that this settlement has been reached resolving issues that occurred under prior ownership," the Commanders said in a statement issued through a spokesperson.
Snyder is responsible for paying the fines associated with the settlement, according to a person familiar with the matter.
NFL team owners voted in July to ratify Snyder's $6.05 billion sale of the Commanders to a group led by private equity investor Josh Harris. The NFL said when the sale was approved that Snyder would pay the league $60 million to close the transaction after an NFL investigation, conducted by attorney Mary Jo White, concluded that the team withheld revenue it should have shared with other franchises and that Snyder sexually harassed a former team employee.
Miyares's office said it opened its investigation in April 2022. The investigation found the Commanders had entered into long-term contracts with season ticket holders since at least 1997, requiring some of them to pay refundable security deposits.
"Despite contractual obligations to return these deposits within thirty days of contract expiration, the Commanders unlawfully retained significant sums of security deposits, often imposing additional conditions on consumers seeking refunds," Miyares's office said.
Snyder purchased the team from the Jack Kent Cooke estate in 1999. Miyares's office did not find any evidence of wrongdoing regarding ticket deposits before Snyder's ownership, according to a person familiar with the matter.
The Commanders sent approximately 650 letters to former season ticket holders with unrefunded security deposits on file in 2014 and represented that they "would remit unclaimed funds to state unclaimed property offices," Miyares's office said in its announcement. It added, "Despite that commitment, the team failed to remit a single unclaimed security deposit to a state unclaimed property office, including to the Virginia Department of the Treasury, until at least 2023."
Brian E. Frosh (D), then Maryland's attorney general, announced a settlement in November 2022 by which the Commanders, who did not admit to the allegations as part of the settlement, would refund all security deposits that had not yet been returned to consumers and pay a $250,000 civil fine. The office of D.C. Attorney General Brian L. Schwalb (D) announced a settlement in April 2023 by which the Commanders were required to pay a $425,000 fine to the District and refund more than $200,000 in deposits to D.C. ticket holders.
The team's security deposit practices were first revealed publicly through an investigation by the House Committee on Oversight and Accountability (then called the House Committee on Oversight and Reform). Former Washington sales executive Jason Friedman told the committee that, under Snyder's ownership, team executives instructed Friedman to withhold security deposits from customers when their lease terms ended and to create barriers to discourage customers from requesting their deposits be returned. Friedman alleged the team converted the non-refunded deposits into revenue. The committee referred its findings to local attorneys general the Federal Trade Commission.
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TikTok slams U.S. in challenge to possible ban: Punishment 'was the point'
TikTok shared internal files from years of failed negotiations with the government in a legal offensive challenging a potential ban on the popular video app.
By Drew Harwell | 2024-06-20

(Ted Shaffrey/AP)


The Biden administration's new law forcing the sale or ban of TikTok is the unconstitutional result of "political demagoguery" and should be overturned, TikTok attorneys said in a court brief Thursday marking the start of one of the most consequential legal battles in American internet history.
The briefs, filed by TikTok and a group of eight creators, largely reprise past arguments that a law demanding TikTok's China-based owner, ByteDance, sell its U.S. operations by Jan. 19 or face a nationwide ban would violate Americans' First Amendment right to free expression.
"Never before has Congress silenced so much speech in a single act," TikTok's brief said. The law "sets a dangerous precedent allowing the political branches to target a disfavored speech platform and force it to sell or be shut down."
But TikTok also went on offense, sharing for the first time internal documents from years of failed negotiations with the federal government that it says show the administration was not operating in good faith.
The company included a roughly 100-page draft national security agreement it offered to the government in August 2022 in hopes of resolving its concerns -- a proposal that would have given federal officials extraordinary power to shape and oversee TikTok's U.S. operation, including a nationwide kill switch the government could deploy if they believed the app remained a threat.
The Biden administration declined the offer, arguing that it was insufficient to neutralize their concerns but without detailing why. In First Amendment cases, judges have traditionally called for the government to pursue its goals with the "least restrictive" impact on Americans' speech.
The high-profile Washington brawl could have a dramatic impact on the future of online speech. Upholding the law could decimate an online cornerstone for news and entertainment used by 170 million nationwide. But overturning it would rebuke a largely bipartisan act of Congress and undercut one of its few substantial pieces of tech legislation in decades.
The administration has said the law is critical to protect national security, citing fears that the Chinese government could boost propaganda through the popular app's video recommendations or spy on Americans' personal lives -- neither of which it has shown evidence of occurring. The Justice Department, which declined to comment to The Washington Post, is expected to officially respond to TikTok's brief next month.
But TikTok argued in its brief that the law would turn the U.S. app into an "island" where American users would be walled off from videos created outside their national borders and have an "experience detached from the rest of the global internet" -- an echo of the splintered and suppressive Chinese internet laws that American lawmakers have long criticized.
A group of TikTok creators also filed a legal challenge last month, with funding from TikTok; the cases have since been consolidated. In a legal brief Thursday, the creators -- a cookie baker in Memphis, a skin-care entrepreneur in Atlanta, a football coach in North Dakota -- said the law would be a "devastating blow" to their online communities and livelihoods.
Topher Townsend, an Air Force veteran and conservative rapper in Mississippi, said the law "betrays the values that I sought to protect." Brian Firebaugh, a Texas rancher who posts under @cattleguy, added, "If you ban TikTok, you ban my way of life."
TikTok's proposal had followed years of negotiations with the Committee on Foreign Investment in the United States, a multiagency federal group known as CFIUS that reviews business deals for national security risks. The company has said the group abruptly ended talks without a clear explanation. (An administration official said last month that the company was told a forced sale was the only path forward.)
TikTok also gave the court a last-ditch letter ByteDance attorneys had sent in April to a Justice Department official pleading for the talks to resume. In the 13-page letter, the attorneys said the government had offered only "vague and inchoate responses" to the company's concerns and seemed glued to a position that was "unmoored from reality."
While the company had stayed silent to protect the negotiation's confidentiality agreements, the attorneys argued, it had been repeatedly undercut by "problematic and damaging" comments from administration officials and leaks to the media.
"The Company has approached this process responsibly and constructively in the face of ... an extraordinary public campaign against it, increasingly led by the very officials in the U.S. government" involved in the negotiations, the attorneys wrote. "We fear ... that CFIUS has become compromised by political demagoguery."
In its brief, TikTok attacked the government's reliance on "speculative" worries and Congress' "collection of 'cans,' 'coulds,' 'mights,' and 'potentials'" in the deliberations that preceded the law's passage.
"Congress reached for a sledgehammer without even considering if a scalpel would suffice," the brief said.
The law, the brief added, suffered from a "fatal" constitutional flaw: It singles out TikTok by name while affording other "foreign adversary controlled applications" a process for review, which TikTok called a "unique, two-tiered system of speech regulation."
"Congress itself laid down a generally applicable standard and process" and denied TikTok "alone the protections ... for no reason it saw fit to share," the brief said. "That is a powerful indication that punishing [TikTok] was the point."
In its brief, TikTok argues that a sale would be financially and technically impossible within the government's one-year deadline and would basically guarantee a ban. Past ban attempts by the Trump administration and the state of Montana have been thrown out of court as government overreaches.
The TikTok app runs on roughly 2 billion lines of code written and maintained by more than 4,000 software engineers, the company has said; a new buyer would largely need to start from scratch. And any sale would likely be blocked by the Chinese government, which added recommendation algorithms -- TikTok's backbone -- to its export-control list after the failed Trump ban order in 2020.
Severing TikTok's U.S. app from the ByteDance engineers in China who built it and the global sales, marketing and creator-relations teams who maintain it would dismantle its operations into a "shell of its former self," the brief argued. It would also put the company at an unfair disadvantage to U.S.-based companies, such as Meta and Microsoft, which employ technical personnel in China.
In a declaration filed alongside the brief, TikTok's head of operations, Adam Presser, sought to drive home the value of Americans' connection to the rest of the world. U.S. users posted more than 5 billion videos last year, he said, and half of the 13 trillion views they received came from foreign viewers. A quarter of the videos those Americans watched came from outside the country, too.
Doubts over TikTok's U.S. survival had already damaged the company, Presser said, adding that "competitors have been aggressively trying to recruit our talent" since the law was passed.
The briefs kick off a fast-tracked schedule ordered last month by a panel of judges at the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit. Both TikTok and the Justice Department asked the court to offer a ruling by Dec. 6, so as to allow for a possible Supreme Court review before the law takes effect. Oral arguments are slated to begin Sept. 16 -- just four months before the Jan. 19 divestment deadline.
Because the sale-or-ban law set the appeals court as the "exclusive jurisdiction" for any challenge, the brief offers TikTok one of its only chances to defend itself in court. Unlike in district court, where a fact-finding process involves submitting evidence and calling witnesses, the appeals judges review legal briefs and weigh in on constitutional arguments, and the only way to overturn their ruling is through the Supreme Court.
Alongside  its brief, TikTok filed hundreds of pages of supporting documents, including declarations from TikTok-retained experts who argued on the company's behalf.
Christopher Simkins, a former CFIUS negotiator and DOJ investigator, said TikTok's proposal was "the most sophisticated and thorough mitigation agreement" he had seen in decades of reviewing similar contracts.
Randal Milch, a New York University law professor, outlined the complexities of past tech-company transactions to argue that the law was effectively a ban because a forced-sale option on the government's timeline was "entirely illusory."
And Steven Weber, a professor at the University of California at Berkeley, said the government's concerns about propaganda, disinformation and data security were "industry-wide issues that are not unique to TikTok."
The data TikTok collects is "not meaningfully different" from what's gathered by Google, Facebook and Snapchat, he said, and many U.S. tech companies have China-based subsidiaries that "therefore face the same theoretical risk."
"There is no evident national security rationale for the Act's particular focus on TikTok," he wrote. "It is arbitrary to select one market participant for policy issues that an entire industry faces."
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Everything TikTok users need to know about a possible ban in the U.S.
What are the odds that TikTok will disappear? When? And what should you do in the meantime? 
By Shira Ovide, Tatum Hunter, Heather Kelly | 2024-06-20

(Illustration by Elena Lacey/The Washington Post; iStock)


TikTok told a court Thursday that a law demanding a sale or ban of the app in the United States violates the Constitution and shows the Biden administration undermined negotiations to resolve security concerns.
What are the odds that TikTok will disappear? When? And what should you do in the meantime?
Not yet.
TikTok on Thursday started the clock on its attempt to stop a law signed in April. The law is an ultimatum to TikTok's owner, the Chinese technology giant ByteDance: Sell to a company that isn't Chinese by early next year or face a ban on the app in the United States.
TikTok, ByteDance and a group of TikTok users have said the law violates the Constitution by targeting a single company and by trying to outlaw an app that's used for free expression.
In the court filing Thursday, TikTok's lawyers also said the Biden administration undercut discussions that proposed giving the government an unusual amount of oversight over TikTok. The company said that would have resolved U.S. officials' security concerns without a nationwide ban.
Any ban on TikTok in the United States won't happen for months - or possibly years as the matter drags on in courts, experts say. But this is the closest the United States has come to kicking out an app that TikTok says is used by about half the country.
The law gives TikTok until Jan. 19 to sell to another company, with an option for a 90-day extension if "significant progress" is being made on a sale. The legal challenges to the law may slow or stop the timeline.
The odds may not be great.
A few prominent Americans have said they're interested in trying to take over TikTok, with or without the secret computer code that tailors videos to each person's tastes. It won't be easy.
A purchase of TikTok would probably cost tens of billions of dollars or far more. Rich companies like Meta and Google probably won't try to buy TikTok because the government wouldn't let them. China's government has previously said it would strongly oppose a forced sale of the app.
The likeliest outcome, then, is the court will have to decide whether a ban on TikTok violates the Constitution. A hearing is scheduled for the middle of September.
Until the legal case is resolved, TikTok and Americans who use the app will remain in limbo.
Many U.S. government officials worry that China's government can force TikTok to hand over data from Americans' smartphones or manipulate the videos people see on TikTok toward the preferences of the Chinese Communist Party.
Those concerns are largely hypothetical. U.S. officials have not made public evidence that China's government has systematically manipulated TikTok.
But the officials who worry about TikTok say it's a unique risk to U.S. national security. It's one of the most widely used apps in the United States. And it got popular at a time when most Americans and U.S. officials don't trust China. Mistrust of China is one of the few bipartisan issues in Washington.
TikTok also functions like a personalized TV channel that could influence Americans' views about elections or the Israel-Gaza war.
Legislators have also grilled TikTok's CEO and other technology executives over the spread of child sexual abuse material through their apps and the potential harm to children's mental health from social media use.
For now, your experience should remain the same on the app, but you can start planning for a potential shutdown. See whether your favorite creators also post on other apps and follow them there, too.
If you post to TikTok, make sure your videos are backed up by going to your profile - Settings and privacy - Account - Download your data.
TikTok clones are everywhere.
YouTube Shorts, Instagram Reels and Snapchat's Spotlight are also feeds of short vertical videos tailored to your tastes.
If TikTok is actually removed from app stores in the United States, we'll probably see more companies trying to come up with alternatives. That's what happened after Elon Musk bought Twitter.
Eight TikTok creators have separately challenged the forced-sale law. They said there's no good alternative to TikTok for sharing their views, promoting their businesses and earning income from their videos.
Congressional aides also previously told The Post that they believed another ByteDance-owned app, CapCut, would also have to be sold or banned. It's widely used to create short videos on TikTok and elsewhere online.
As for the concerns being voiced by lawmakers, you should decide for yourself on your personal TikTok risk tolerance.
If you're uneasy about watching or posting on TikTok, it's safest not to use the app at all. Even if you like using TikTok, or your child does, it's worth considering changes to keep your information more private from the company and other people who use the app.
Don't share your contacts with TikTok. The app will repeatedly ask for permission to access the contacts on your phone or link to your Facebook account. That data can reveal more than you expect about you or your friends. Read more here to check your current TikTok settings or change them.
Set up a new and more anonymous TikTok account. Create an email address that you only use for your TikTok account.
Block TikTok from collecting information on what you do outside its app. On iPhones and Android devices, say no when the app asks for permission to track you -- or, even better, adjust the setting so no apps can do so.
Start fresh on TikTok's video recommendations. If you're tired of seeing so many political or science fiction videos, you can follow these steps to steer TikTok's algorithm or use the "Refresh" feature to start the For You feed from scratch.
Go to your Profile - Settings and privacy - Content preferences - Refresh your For You feed.
Watch TikTok videos on a web browser. You won't get a personalized feed of videos or be able to follow specific accounts, but you can just watch individual TikTok videos on the web without downloading the app.
For parents, TikTok has a feature to link their accounts with a teen's. You can control settings including daily time limits for the app and who can comment on your teen's videos.
Read more in our guide to TikTok settings to change now. And read our parents' manual for your kid and social media.
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Can AI police itself? Experts say chatbots can detect each other's gaffes.
AI chatbots often make up inaccurate answers that they predict humans want to hear. One solution: Have them call each other out.
By Rachel Pannett | 2024-06-20

AI chatbots generate humanlike conversation, but some answers can be nonsensical or just plain wrong. (Nicolas Maeterlinck/AFP/Getty Images)


AI chatbots have become increasingly comfortable in the art of human conversation. The trouble is, experts say, they're prone to giving inaccurate or nonsensical answers, known as "hallucinations."
Now, researchers have come up with a potential solution: using chatbots to sniff out errors other chatbots have made.
Sebastian Farquhar, a computer scientist at the University of Oxford, co-authored a study published Wednesday in the journal Nature that posits chatbots such as ChatGPT or Google's Gemini can be used to weed out AI untruths.
Chatbots use large language models, or LLMs, that consume vast amounts of text from the internet and can be used for various tasks, including generating text by predicting the next word in a sentence. The bots find patterns through trial and error, and human feedback is then used to fine-tune the model.
But there's a drawback: Chatbots cannot think like humans and do not understand what they say.
To test this, Farquhar and his colleagues asked a chatbot questions, then used a second chatbot to review the responses for inconsistencies, similar to the way police might try to trip up a suspect by asking them the same question over and over. If the responses had vastly different meanings, that meant they were probably garbled.
He said the chatbot was asked a set of common trivia questions, as well as elementary school math word problems.
The researchers cross-checked the accuracy of the chatbot evaluation by comparing it against human evaluation on the same subset of questions. They found the chatbot agreed with the human raters 93 percent of the time, while the human raters agreed with one another 92 percent of the time -- close enough that chatbots evaluating each other was "unlikely to be concerning," Farquhar said.
Farquhar said that for the average reader, identifying some AI errors is "pretty hard."
He often has difficulty spotting such anomalies when using LLMs for his work because chatbots are "often telling you what you want to hear, inventing things that are not only plausible but would be helpful if true, something researchers have labeled 'sycophancy,'" he said in an email.
Unreliable answers are a barrier to the widespread adoption of AI chatbots, especially in medical fields such as radiology where they "could pose a risk to human life," the researchers said. They could also lead to fabricated legal precedents or fake news.
Not everyone is convinced that using chatbots to evaluate the responses of other chatbots is a great idea.
In an accompanying News and Views article in Nature, Karin Verspoor, a professor of computing technologies at RMIT University in Melbourne, Australia, said there are risks in "fighting fire with fire."
The number of errors produced by an LLM appear to be reduced if a second chatbot groups the answers into semantically similar clusters, but "using an LLM to evaluate an LLM-based method does seem circular, and might be biased," Verspoor wrote.
"Researchers will need to grapple with the issue of whether this approach is truly controlling the output of LLMs, or inadvertently fueling the fire by layering multiple systems that are prone to hallucinations and unpredictable errors," she added.
Farquhar sees it "more like building a wooden house with wooden crossbeams for support."
"There's nothing unusual about having reinforcing components supporting each other," he said.
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TikTok makes major play for 'Eras' of Taylor Swift fans 
The ubiquitous social platform has built an entire in-app experience to celebrate Swift's Eras Tour.
By Taylor Lorenz | 2024-06-20

Taylor Swift with Kansas City Chiefs tight end Travis Kelce, her boyfriend. Even at the Super Bowl, Swift was inescapable. (Ethan Miller/Getty Images)


You already knew Taylor Swift was a generational megastar whose shows can swell local economies and literally shake the earth. But now Swift's gravitational force is set to change the face of another cultural phenomenon: TikTok.
The ubiquitous social platform has built an entire in-app experience to celebrate Swift's Eras Tour, offering users the opportunity to add digital profile frames and create their own in-app friendship bracelets by completing Swift-themed challenges. TikTok users who complete 11 weeks of tasks will receive a limited edition Swift-themed profile frame.
The announcement Thursday makes TikTok the latest platform to build custom features for the pop star as part of an intense competition to leverage her hyper-online fandom. In April, Instagram added a new feature to Swift's account, allowing users who swipe down on her profile to access a secret countdown for her latest album, "The Tortured Poets Department." And last September, Elon Musk implored the star to begin sharing content on his social media platform, formerly known as Twitter.
"I recommend posting some music or concert videos directly on the X platform," Musk tweeted at Swift.
Swift, too, has fanned the digital flames, joining YouTube Shorts in 2022 to launch a challenge that invited fans to share reaction videos to her then-new album, "Midnights." With 550 million followers across all social platforms, according to the San Francisco analytics firm Exploding Topics, Swift is one of the five most-followed people in the world.
"Taylor Swift, I would argue, is the most famous person and the biggest name in the entire world right now. It makes 100 percent sense for apps and brands to associate with Taylor, because Taylor brings eyes to everything she touches," said Ari Elkins, a Gen Z music curator and online culture expert with more than 2.2 million followers on TikTok.
Even the mighty NFL benefited from Swift's presence at football games featuring her boyfriend, Kansas City Chiefs tight end Travis Kelce, Elkins noted, with viewership and sales of Kelce's jersey rocketing skyward. TikTok, too, stands to benefit from the association, he said.
"Taylor Swift is a major driver of internet culture," added Freddie Morris, a digital music marketer in Los Angeles, who has worked with artists such as Maroon 5, A$AP Rocky and Miguel.
Others in the music business also hailed the move -- though Josh Epple, vice president of streaming and promotions at Hopeless Records and co-founder of Version III, an independent record label, said he hopes TikTok continues to boost up-and-comers in addition to major artists like Swift.
"It's very cool that apps like TikTok are willing to lean in and serve superfans, but I'd hope it wouldn't be at the expense of smaller artists," said Epple, who recently released "Austin," a hit song by the artist Dasha, which amassed billions of views on TikTok and hundreds of millions of streams.
"My hope would be that TikTok continues to be a platform where emerging artists can be discovered," Epple said. "It's so great right now that, on TikTok, no matter what size artist you are, you can reach a ton of people."
Swift, who has more than 32 million followers on her TikTok account, launched an earlier TikTok campaign aimed at encouraging fans to promote the "Tortured Poets" album. More than 3.1 million videos have used the #TheTorturedPoetsDepartment hashtag, while other tags related to Swift also have seen skyrocketing engagement, according to the company. More than 2.6 million videos have been posted bearing the #SwiftTok hashtag and more than 2.1 million videos have used the hashtag #TaylorsVersion.
Swift's music was briefly pulled from TikTok earlier this year amid a heated dispute between the platform and Universal Music Group, which halted music licensing to TikTok after the company's contract with the platform expired in January. The day before the contract was set to end, Universal Music published a scathing open letter accusing TikTok of proposing "paying our artists and songwriters at a rate that is a fraction of the rate that similarly situated major social platforms pay."
Unlike many other artists, Swift owns the copyright to her music, which allowed her to push her work back onto the platform ahead of the "Tortured Poets" release on April 19, contributing to the album's success online.
In May, Universal Music's catalogue returned to the app after the dispute was settled. At the time, TikTok CEO Shou Chew said in a statement that "music is an integral part of the TikTok ecosystem."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2024/06/20/tiktok-taylor-swift-frames-bracelets/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Technology
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            World
          
        

      

      National

      Washington Post News Feed


      
        Louisiana requires Ten Commandments to be displayed in public classrooms
        Anumita Kaur

        Louisiana Gov. Jeff Landry (R) signed legislation Wednesday that requires every public classroom in the state to display the Ten Commandments.

      

      
        USA Swimming therapy dog retires, named honorary member of the team
        Sydney Page

        The swimmers requested therapy dogs to minimize their anxiety at the Olympic Trials.

      

      
        Family of black belts stops attempted sex assault next door, police say
        Kelly Kasulis Cho

        A 59-year-old grandmaster intervened with his wife and children after hearing screams near their academy, Yong-in Taekwondo, pinning the suspect for police.

      

      
        Texas megachurch pastor resigns amid allegations he sexually abused a minor
        Andrew Jeong

        Robert Morris, founder of Gateway Church, is accused of inappropriately touching a girl over several years in the 1980s, starting when she was 12 years old.

      

      
        Tropical Storm Alberto tracker: Map and projected storm path
        Nick Kirkpatrick, Dylan Moriarty, Szu Yu  Chen

        Tropical storm Alberto, the first named storm of the season, is expected to bring heavy rain, tropical wind conditions, and ocean surges to South Texas.

      

      
        Great Dane named Kevin crowned world's tallest dog, still fears vacuum
        Sydney Page

        "He has trouble finding friends sometimes because they're intimidated," said Tracy Wolfe about her dog, who is a gentle giant at 3 feet, 2 inches tall.

      

      
        
          	
            Technology
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            World
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Louisiana requires Ten Commandments to be displayed in public classrooms
Louisiana Gov. Jeff Landry (R) signed legislation Wednesday that requires every public classroom in the state to display the Ten Commandments. 
By Anumita Kaur | 2024-06-20

Jeff Landry, then Louisiana's Republican governor-elect, on Oct. 25 in Lafayette. (Leslie Westbrook/The Advocate )


Gov. Jeff Landry (R) signed legislation Wednesday requiring every public classroom in Louisiana to display the Ten Commandments, becoming the only state with such a law and inflaming tensions over the separation between church and state.
"This bill mandates the display of the Ten Commandments in every classroom -- public elementary, secondary and post-education schools -- in the state of Louisiana, because if you want to respect the rule of law, you've got to start from the original lawgiver, which was Moses," Landry said at a bill-signing ceremony.
Critics vowed to challenge the law in court, calling it unconstitutional and warning that it will lead to religious coercion of students.
"The First Amendment promises that we all get to decide for ourselves what religious beliefs, if any, to hold and practice, without pressure from the government," the Louisiana chapter of the American Civil Liberties Union, the Freedom From Religion Foundation and Americans United for Separation of Church and State said in a joint statement Wednesday. "Politicians have no business imposing their preferred religious doctrine on students and families in public schools."
Landry has signaled that he welcomes the fight.
"I'm going home to sign a bill that places the Ten Commandments in public classrooms," he said Saturday at a GOP fundraiser in Nashville, the Tennessean reported. "And I can't wait to be sued."
The law gives schools until Jan. 1 to display the Ten Commandments -- religious and ethical directives handed down to the prophet Moses in the Bible -- on "a poster or framed document that is at least eleven inches by fourteen inches" in every classroom. The commandments have to be the display's "central focus" and be "printed in a large, easily readable font."
The law requires a context statement to accompany the commandments, positioning the text as "a prominent part of American public education" from the late 17th century through the late 20th century. Schools have to use donated posters or spend donated money, rather than public funds, to purchase the displays.
The Louisiana House overwhelmingly passed the bill in April, and the state Senate followed suit in May. Both votes largely fell along party lines in the Republican-controlled chambers.
Similar proposals to display the Ten Commandments in schools have been introduced -- but have not become law -- in Texas, Oklahoma, Mississippi and South Carolina. In Utah, lawmakers diluted an attempt to mandate the commandments in classrooms, instead adding the religious directives to a list of documents that can be discussed in classrooms.
Lawmakers in mostly Republican-led states have proposed other efforts that blur the lines between church and state in recent years, with some framing the movement as an attempt to reclaim religious freedom.
Public education has been a common battleground. Inspired by a law passed in Texas in 2023, more than a dozen states have introduced legislation this year to bring chaplains into public schools. And as school voucher programs expand rapidly in GOP-run states, the vast majority of the funds -- billions in taxpayer dollars -- are directed to religious schools, The Washington Post reported this month.
After Louisiana lawmakers voted to require the Ten Commandments in classrooms, the Center for Inquiry, a nonprofit that advocates for a secular society, wrote to Landry to urge him to veto it. The group said becoming the first state to require the commandments to be posted in classrooms would be "a dishonorable distinction."
The bill "is an exclusionary, heavy-handed measure that will make every student who is a member of a minority religion (or no religion at all) feel like an outsider in their own school and virtually invite litigation at taxpayer expense," the center said in a statement.
Republican state Rep. Michael Bayham, one of the bill's authors, argued Wednesday that the new law is not just about religion -- nor are the Ten Commandments.
"It's our foundational law. Our sense of right and wrong is based off of the Ten Commandments," he told The Post, adding that Moses is a historical figure and not just a religious one.
"The Ten Commandments is as much about civilization and right and wrong," Bayham said. "It does not say you have to be this particular faith or that particular faith."
It's unclear how Louisiana's law will fare if it winds its way to the Supreme Court. A decision to uphold the statute would fly in the face of direct precedent, said Douglas Laycock, a professor emeritus of constitutional law at the University of Virginia.
The Supreme Court in 1980 struck down a Kentucky law that also attempted to require the Ten Commandments to be displayed in classrooms. The court said the statute had no plausible secular purpose and violated the First Amendment's establishment clause, which bars the federal government from favoring any one religion.
"They've always said that public schools are different because children are more susceptible to influence," Laycock told The Post.
But recent Supreme Court rulings have been more lenient toward religion in schools. In 2022, the court ruled in favor of a Washington state football coach who knelt at midfield to pray and was joined by student-athletes. The prayers were protected by the Constitution's guarantees of free speech and religious exercise, the court said.
Proponents of the Louisiana law would have to convince the court that there's a secular purpose for it. They may be counting on the conservative-leaning court to rule in their favor, Laycock said.
"It is just impossible to imagine any secular reason for doing this," he said. "We'll see how far they're willing to go."
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USA Swimming therapy dog retires, named honorary member of the team
The swimmers requested therapy dogs to minimize their anxiety at the Olympic Trials.
By Sydney Page | 2024-06-20

American competitive swimmer Carson Foster with Izzo, a therapy dog who was named an honorary member of Team USA. Izzo has been a therapy dog for eight years, and the Olympic Trials for swimming will be his final event. (USA Swimming)


USA Swimming athletes had one special request for the Olympic Trials: dogs. As many pups as possible.
"So many people find animals as a calming essence," said Emily Klueh, manager of mental health and emotional wellness for USA Swimming. "That's what athletes are looking for ... In high energy environments like this, we have to have environments where they can get away from the hype, they can calm their nervous systems down."
USA Swimming -- the national governing body for competitive swimming -- partnered with Paws & Think, Inc., a nonprofit in Indianapolis that connects people with therapy dogs.

The pressure of an Olympic trial can be overwhelming. These therapy dogs helped swimmers stay positive.


Since the Olympic Trials for swimming started on June 15 at Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis, about 60 therapy dogs have been hanging out in the athlete's lounge every day. Their primary purpose is to provide comfort to some 1,000 swimmers there, who are under intense stress as they strive to earn a spot at the Summer Olympics in Paris.
"Just seeing the dogs in here laying down, they have no idea what's going on. They're just here to be with people, and it's awesome," said Carson Foster, a competitive swimmer who made the Olympic team. "It's one of the highlights of showing up to the pool every day."

Carson Foster swims during the Men's 400 individual medley finals Sunday at the US Swimming Olympic Trials in Indianapolis. (Michael Conroy/AP)


At major sporting events, tensions tend to run high. Therapy animals can take the edge off. Research has shown that being in the presence of dogs reduces stress, lowers blood pressure and eases depression.
"All of our therapy teams are there to provide some comfort and joy," said Ashleigh Coster, executive director of Paws & Think. "It's a time for the athletes to decompress."

Izzo is retiring as a therapy dog. (USA Swimming)


While all the therapy dogs have been well-received by the swimmers, there is one pooch in particular who has made the most meaningful mark. Izzo, a 10-and-a-half-year-old lab-husky mix, was recently diagnosed with terminal bone cancer.
For the past eight years, Izzo has been a therapy dog, working at schools, libraries, healthcare facilities and sporting events to support people of all ages. The Olympic Trials will be his final job.
"I can't imagine a more perfect event to cap off his career," said Megan Montague, Izzo's handler and a volunteer with Paws & Think. "It's been very rewarding for him."
Upon learning of Izzo's imminent retirement, USA Swimming decided to make him an honorary member of their Olympic team.
"Izzo is a loveable floof," said Nikki Warner, director of communications for USA Swimming. "It just seemed like the right move to make him an honorary member of our team."

USA Swimming made Izzo an honorary member of Team USA. (USA Swimming)


Izzo's vet said he likely has only a few weeks -- maybe months, if he's lucky -- to live.
"My husband and I are still processing it," said Montague. "He's been a once-in-a-lifetime dog."
He's known in his community for "spreading smiles and joy all over the place," she said. "He's just a really friendly dog."
Even though he's low on energy lately, Montague said, Izzo walks laps around the athlete's lounge to greet all the swimmers. He still takes his job very seriously.
"He has approached every therapy visit with the same enthusiasm that he always has, despite the effects of his cancer," said Montague.

Izzo has been a therapy dog for Paws & Think for eight years. (Megan Montague)


"He provides a calming factor, and a reminder of home," she added, noting that many of the athletes are from out of state and don't have their own dogs with them.
Montague realized Izzo would make a good therapy dog when she brought him to visit a third-grade class, as her mother was a teacher. The kids -- and Izzo -- couldn't get enough.
"I just watched Izzo absolutely come alive, and I did too," said Montague. "He loves people and loves to be petted."

Izzo relaxing in the athlete's lounge. (USA Swimming)


Izzo -- who was also a therapy dog at the FINA World Junior Swimming Championships in 2017 -- was given his very own Olympic Trials medal.
Montague said she used to be a competitive swimmer, which has made taking part in the trials even more exciting.
The swimmers said they're thrilled to have Izzo as an official teammate.

Foster with his teammate Izzo. (USA Swimming)


"I just told Izzo 'congratulations on becoming an Olympian,'" said Foster. "He's a little bit more seasoned than I am in what he does, but I'm excited to be Olympians with him."
Montague said Izzo seems tickled by the extra attention.
"He definitely feels the love," Montague said.
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Family of black belts stops attempted sex assault next door, police say
A 59-year-old grandmaster intervened with his wife and children after hearing screams near their academy, Yong-in Taekwondo, pinning the suspect for police. 
By Kelly Kasulis Cho | 2024-06-20

The An family gathered this week at their martial arts school, Yong-In Taekwondo Academy in Katy, Tex. (Mariana Roaro)


Simon An, a 20-year-old college student, was mindlessly scrolling social media inside his family's Texas taekwondo school on Tuesday afternoon when he heard an unsettling scream. His father, Han An -- a 59-year-old eighth-degree black belt who once served in the South Korean military -- immediately sprung to action.
"My dad led the charge, and then my sister was just right behind him," Simon said. As they ran out of the school, they heard a second, more urgent scream.
"Adrenaline just shot up, through the roof. No limit," Simon said. "I was kind of shaking."
Within seconds, Simon's father burst into a mobile phone store next door, where he said he saw a young man on top of a female, one hand over her mouth and the other touching her inappropriately. Simon's suspicions had already been raised -- earlier in the day, he noticed a "weird" encounter between the two.
From there, the scene unfolded quickly: Simon said his father grabbed the man's shirt, but the man managed to take the shirt off. Han then grabbed the man's pants, keeping one arm straight and stable while using the other to block any attacks. He was able to pin him down.
While the two struggled, the man allegedly bit Han on the arm and neck. Simon came to his father's aid, kicking and punching the man in the chin. His youngest brother, Christian, 18, locked the front entrance and barricaded it with furniture in case the suspect tried to escape, and his mother, Hong, 55, and his sister, Hannah, 22, started ushering the victim to safety in their taekwondo school. "She was pretty shaken up," Simon said.
Harris County Sheriff Ed Gonzalez praised the family of "good samaritans" in a Facebook post. "By utilizing their training and discipline, they managed to stop the assault and hold him," he said, adding that the suspect, 19-year-old Alex Robinson, faces charges of attempted sexual assault, assault and unlawful detention.
A day later, the family discussed the incident together, and Han demonstrated what techniques he used to gain control of the suspect.
"He gave me some tips in case another emergency happened like that," Simon said, adding: "It still shocks me today just talking about it, because this is, for me, a once-in-a-lifetime thing."
Although he used his taekwondo skills to help stop the attack, he said he hopes the public knows they can always intervene.
"If a regular person were to see something like that, I would hope for them to go and help," he said. "Just help the person in need."
Simon said his father first noticed the suspect about 2 p.m. Tuesday, when he saw him riding a bike around the area. Then, after returning from a meal break around 4 p.m., he saw through the store window that the man appeared to be hugging the victim and "thought nothing of it," Simon said.
But Han became uncomfortable when he saw the man pulling her into a room. Not too long after, he heard the screams, Simon said.
Robinson could not be reached Wednesday night, and no information about his legal representation was immediately available.
The An family has run the Yong-in Taekwondo academy just outside Houston for roughly 17 years, and every family member except Han is a fourth-degree black belt. According to their dojang's website, Han is a taekwondo grandmaster, a sixth-degree black belt in hapkido, a fifth-degree black belt in gwon-gyokdo kickboxing and a master in haidong gumdo sword fighting.
Most of the children began learning taekwondo at the age of 4 or 5, Han said in a text message, proudly stating that they have a test for their fifth-degree black belts this Saturday.
"My mom is, I would say, the toughest one in our family," Simon said. When it comes to her fighting abilities, "she can get pretty ugly sometimes," he added with a laugh.
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Texas megachurch pastor resigns amid allegations he sexually abused a minor
Robert Morris, founder of Gateway Church, is accused of inappropriately touching a girl over several years in the 1980s, starting when she was 12 years old.
By Andrew Jeong | 2024-06-20

Pastor Robert Morris applauds during a roundtable discussion at Gateway Church's Dallas campus in 2020. (Alex Brandon/AP)


A pastor at a Texas megachurch resigned Tuesday after a woman accused him of sexually abusing her several times between 1982 and 1987, when she was a minor.
The resignation of Robert Morris, founder and senior pastor at Gateway Church, was accepted by the church's board of elders. In a statement, the board said it is "heartbroken and appalled" by the allegations raised by Cindy Clemishire, who was 12 when the alleged abuse began in 1982. The church said it had hired a law firm to investigate the allegations.
"Regretfully, before Friday, June 14, the elders did not have all the facts of the inappropriate relationship between Morris and the victim, including her age at the time and the length of the abuse," the board said, adding that the elders had known about an extramarital relationship but thought it was with a "young lady."
"For the sake of the victim, we are thankful this situation has been exposed," it added.
Morris's name was removed from the church's webpage listing its leadership late Monday, and his son James is now listed as the church's senior leader.
In a statement, Clemishire, 54, said that while she is grateful that Morris is no longer a pastor at Gateway, she is disappointed that he was not terminated. She also disputed the board's assertion that it had not been aware of her age at the time of the alleged abuse, saying she had told a church official and a board member details of the events in 2005 and 2007.
"Gateway had the information but intentionally decided to embrace the false narrative Robert Morris wanted them to believe," Clemishire said.
The board of elders didn't reply to a request for comment Tuesday night. The law firm hired by the board to investigate the alleged abuses, Haynes and Boone, confirmed it "has been engaged to conduct an independent investigation."
Morris didn't reply to a request for comment, but he has told the Christian Post that in his early 20s, he was "involved in inappropriate sexual behavior with a young lady in a home I was staying." Morris said there was "kissing and petting and not intercourse, but it was wrong." Morris said he confessed and repented in 1987, "submitted myself to the Elders of Shady Grove Church and the young lady's father" and was advised to take a break from the ministry. He returned in 1989, he said, with their blessing.
Clemishire's allegations first emerged on the religious blog Wartburg Watch on Friday. Afterward, she also described the alleged abuse to the Dallas Morning News, saying that Morris was a close family friend and a traveling preacher when he stayed at her home in 1982. On Christmas night that year, Morris invited her to his room, she told the paper. After asking her to lie down on her back, he allegedly touched her inappropriately, and warned her against reporting the event. She said the abuse continued for 41/2 years.
Morris would go on to found Gateway Church in the Dallas area in 2000, starting with 30 members and growing the ministry to an evangelistic church with about a dozen locations and more than 100,000 attending each weekend, according to the church's website.
Morris was among a group of evangelical pastors and leaders who served on an unofficial faith advisory group for the Trump administration. The group, whose members fluctuated, would come to the White House for briefings and pose with Trump for photos. While their actual influence on policy wasn't clear, the public images were powerful for conservative Christians who had felt unseen by previous presidents. Trump was among a roundtable of top White House officials in 2020 at Gateway, where he called Morris and another church leader "great people with a great reputation."
Michelle Boorstein contributed to this report.
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Tropical Storm Alberto tracker: Map and projected storm path
Tropical storm Alberto, the first named storm of the season, is expected to bring heavy rain, tropical wind conditions, and ocean surges to South Texas.   
By Nick Kirkpatrick, Dylan Moriarty, Szu Yu  Chen | 2024-06-20
The first named storm of the 2024 Atlantic hurricane season, Alberto, formed in the southern Gulf of Mexico late Wednesday morning, according to the National Hurricane Center. A rising tide from the storm caused flooding in coastal Louisiana on Wednesday. The storm is expected to produce widespread rainfall totals of 5 to 10 inches and 35 to 45 mph winds.
Alberto was 295 miles southeast of Brownsville, Tex., as downpours were moving ashore in South Texas and northeastern Mexico.
Alberto is the first named tropical storm of the hurricane season, which historically peaks around Sept. 15. And this season, NOAA warns, could be the worst in decades. Government meteorologists predicted 14 to 25 tropical storms this year, The Post's Scott Dance reports, adding that four to seven could become "major" hurricanes.
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Great Dane named Kevin crowned world's tallest dog, still fears vacuum
"He has trouble finding friends sometimes because they're intimidated," said Tracy Wolfe about her dog, who is a gentle giant at 3 feet, 2 inches tall.
By Sydney Page | 2024-06-20

Kevin, a 4-year-old Great Dane, was recently named the world's tallest living dog by Guinness World Records. Tracy Wolfe, center, Kevin's owner, also has a miniature pony, Flash. (All photos courtesy of Tracy Wolfe.) 


Editor's note: After this story published, The Washington Post learned that Kevin unexpectedly died Wednesday morning from complications following emergency surgery for a gastric problem. The Wolfe family asks that Kevin be celebrated both for the stature he achieved and his short but meaningful life.
Kevin, a 4-year-old Great Dane, was recently named the world's tallest living dog. You'd think with such a towering figure, he'd be a brave boy -- but he's terrified of noisy home appliances and thunderstorms.
"The vacuum drives him crazy," said Tracy Wolfe, Kevin's owner. "He'll jump from couch to couch."
Kevin -- who stands at 3 feet, 2 inches tall -- is also afraid of kittens, and got spooked by the measuring tape used to take his height.
"He was always an anxious, nervous dog," said Wolfe, who lives on a farm in Macksburg, Iowa, with her husband, two children, four dogs, three cats and several other animals.
Kevin is the Wolfe family's second Great Dane. Their first, Cora, died in 2019 at age 6. Although Great Danes generally have a short life expectancy (about seven to 10 years), Wolfe adores their gentle giant demeanor.
"They don't know how big they are," said Wolfe, who manages two veterinary offices in Des Moines. "They're just the sweetest."
So, when she came across a Facebook post in 2019 about a new litter of Great Danes, she and her husband decided to meet the puppies. They ended up taking Kevin home.
"He was so friendly, he just ran up to us," said Wolfe, adding that they named him after Kevin McCallister, the main character in the movie "Home Alone."

Kevin hanging out with Alexander, 12. 


As a pup, Kevin showed no signs he would become a supersized Great Dane, but by the time he was a year old, it was clear he was going to be notably tall. (The average male Great Dane is about 2 feet, 6 inches.) Kevin is slender for his height, weighing about 150 pounds.
"Kevin just kept growing up and growing up and growing up," said Wolfe.
Her son, Alexander, 12, has a particularly close bond with Kevin.

Alexander and Kevin have a particularly tight bond. 


"Alexander is Kevin's person," Wolfe said, adding that it was her son's idea to submit an application to Guinness World Records for the world's tallest living dog. He was verified as the new record holder on May 20.
The previous record holder, Zeus, also a Great Dane, was 3 feet, 5.18 inches tall and weighed about 200 pounds. Like Kevin, Zeus despised thunderstorms. He died at age 3 in 2022 after fighting bone cancer. Another Great Dane, also named Zeus, holds the record for the tallest dog ever at 3 feet, 6 inches.
Wolfe said her whole family was over the moon when Kevin took home the title.
"We were all super excited," said Wolfe.
Alexander loves telling people that his dog broke a world record.
"He's like, 'Kevin deserves this!'" Wolfe said.

Kevin with Ava, 10, and Alexander. 


In their tiny hometown of about 100 people, Kevin has emerged as a local celebrity. Everywhere they take him, people are stunned by his size and remark that he's the tallest dog they've ever seen. Now, the family can confirm that's probably true.
"We joke that more people know Kevin than us," said Wolfe. "Everybody loves Kevin."
Kevin likes all people, Wolfe said, though he is especially fond of children "because their faces are right in his face."
In fact, Kevin has an easier time mingling with humans than canines.
"He has trouble finding friends sometimes because they're intimidated," said Wolfe. "Kevin will crouch down when he wants to play."

Kevin relaxing with his dog siblings, Tank and Izzy. 


His pooch siblings -- including a pug, a terrier and mastiff -- have all gotten used to Kevin's soaring stature, and they spend their days together running around the family farm.
"It's amazing to watch him because he's just so long," said Wolfe. "He's playful and loving and a really funny character. He's got a heck of a personality."
The Wolfes have two horses and a miniature pony who Kevin dwarfs. Although they haven't measured him on his hind legs, he is considerably taller than Wolfe's husband, Roger, who is about 6 feet tall.
Kevin seldom sits, Wolfe said, and prefers standing or lying down -- though he does tend to sit on people's laps as he enjoys snuggling.

Kevin enjoys sitting on people's laps. (Jim Kraai)


Kevin seems entirely unaware of his size, and often tries to squeeze into tiny spaces and small beds. He regularly gets "zoomies" and runs around the house, causing a ruckus. Whenever he bashes into furniture, he moves it on impact.

Kevin in bed with Alexander. 


Kevin is mostly well-behaved, but he does have a devious side. Particularly when there's food around. He has a sweet tooth, and a history of stealing cookies, pies and baked goods from the kitchen counter -- which is at his eye-level. He recently managed to swipe an entire pizza.
"He's very, very sneaky," said Wolfe.
His defining quality, though, is his gentleness. His heart is as huge as his body.
"He is just the best boy," Wolfe said
Postscript: Wolfe sent a text message to The Washington Post late Wednesday morning about Kevin's sudden death.
"I thought he was going to make it overnight, but he didn't," she wrote. "He made it through the surgery, but there was too much damage. We are devastated."
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Rift grows between Netanyahu and Israeli military over Hamas elimination
Differences are emerging as the Israeli army says Hamas is an idea that cannot be eliminated, while Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu continues to seek a "total victory" over the group in Gaza.
By Adela Suliman, Susannah George, Bryan Pietsch | 2024-06-20

Israeli soldiers and tanks gather in southern Israel near the border with the Gaza Strip on Tuesday. (Amir Levy/Getty Images)


A television interview followed by a sharp government response is the latest evidence of a deepening rift between Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and the military over whether Hamas can be eliminated and the lack of a broader day-after plan for the end of the war in Gaza.
Netanyahu and his office have repeatedly stated that the main goal of the war is the destruction of Hamas, but they have avoided talking about how the Gaza Strip would be governed afterward -- something the military insists needs to be established.
An Israel Defense Forces spokesman, Rear Adm. Daniel Hagari, said in an interview late Wednesday with Channel 13: "Hamas cannot be destroyed. Hamas is an idea. Those who think it can be made to disappear are wrong."
In what has been viewed as a rare and pointed message from the military to Israeli political leadership, Hagari continued: "What we can do is foster something new to replace Hamas. Who will that be? What will it be? That's for the political leadership to decide."

Palestinians raise a Palestinian flag Tuesday next to their destroyed house after an Israeli airstrike at al-Bureij refugee camp in the southern Gaza Strip. (Mohammed Saber/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


His comments were swiftly rebuffed by the prime minister's office, as Netanyahu took his familiar political position, reiterating that only a "total victory" and the elimination of Hamas will end the war in Gaza.
"Netanyahu has defined one of the war's objectives as the destruction of Hamas's military and governmental capabilities," his office tweeted in response. "The IDF is, of course, committed to this."
The IDF appeared to stand by Hagari's comments, stating that they were made "explicitly and clearly." It underscored that the IDF remains "committed to achieving the goals of the war, as set by the war cabinet, acts to do so tirelessly throughout the war and will keep doing so."
Defense Minister Yoav Gallant has issued statements voicing the deep misgivings of the wider defense establishment, which fears that the government's lack of a political strategy in Gaza will allow Hamas to regroup. Benny Gantz and Gadi Eizenkot, war cabinet members from a centrist political coalition, resigned after urging Netanyahu to adopt a postwar plan for Gaza.
Israelis are more confident in their military than in their government, according to a survey published Thursday by the Pew Research Center. The poll of 1,001 Israelis, conducted March 3 to April 4 -- before Netanyahu dissolved the war cabinet -- found that 61 percent of Jewish Israelis trusted their government to "do what is right for Israel."
A vast majority -- 93 percent -- of Jewish Israelis said the military had a "very good" or "somewhat good" influence on domestic affairs. That comes even as the military has come under scrutiny for what was viewed as a lackluster and slow response to the Hamas attack on Oct. 7, and allegations in the international community that the IDF is committing war crimes in Gaza.
Israelis were also more supportive of Gallant than of Netanyahu, according to the survey. Seventy-four percent of Jewish Israelis had a favorable opinion of Gallant, while 51 percent had a favorable opinion of Netanyahu. Support for both leaders was paltry among Palestinian citizens of Israel: 9 percent had a favorable view of the defense minister and 7 percent had a favorable view of the prime minister.
Washington has also counseled senior Israeli politicians to "connect its military operations [in Gaza] to a political strategy," said U.S. national security adviser Jake Sullivan during a visit to Israel last month. So far, Netanyahu has lashed out at his critics and refused to succumb to pressure to formulate a day-after plan. In one such instance, Netanyahu accused Washington of delaying weapons shipments to Israel in a video shared to social media Tuesday.
White House National Security Council spokesperson John Kirby called Netanyahu's Tuesday video "perplexing" given the volume of U.S. support to Israel. "It was vexing and disappointing to us as much as it was incorrect," Kirby said Thursday.
The United States and some members of the Israeli military establishment have envisioned a postwar role for an overhauled Palestinian Authority, which administers parts of the West Bank. Netanyahu's government, however, has repeatedly rejected any role for it, and the Foreign Ministry under Netanyahu ally Israel Katz recently started a social media campaign to discredit the idea.
Street protests in Israel are escalating, as well, with demonstrators on Thursday once again blocking highways in Tel Aviv and near the town of Caesarea where Netanyahu lives. Families of hostages, along with others, held signs and placards as they blocked traffic and called for elections and the release of hostages. Einav Zangauker, the mother of one hostage, lambasted Netanyahu.
"You chose your political survival over the people and the hostages," she told Israeli media, addressing Netanyahu. "The guilt will follow you to the grave. You cannot escape it."

Protesters block a main highway in Tel Aviv on Thursday to demand the immediate release of all hostages held in Gaza since Hamas's deadly Oct. 7 attack. (Eloisa Lopez/Reuters)


The debate over the future of the Israeli operation in Gaza comes as aid agencies report a worsening humanitarian situation after the IDF's incursion into the southern city of Rafah that started in May and severely disrupted humanitarian activities.
The U.N. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs said in an update this week that "hundreds of thousands of displaced people in southern Gaza" continue to suffer from poor access to shelter, health, food, water and sanitation. Almost 60 percent of Gaza's cropland has been damaged, it added, while the food supply chain in Gaza has been "severely disrupted."
Amid the increasingly desperate circumstances, looting is getting worse and hindering aid delivery efforts and humanitarian operations, according to Georgios Petropoulos, head of the Gaza sub-office for OCHA.
Without "any kind of civil order and rule of law in south Gaza," cigarette smuggling along the Egyptian border has exploded, he told The Post.
Cyprus's president has underscored that his country is "in no way involved in the hostilities" in the Middle East. Nikos Christodoulides tweeted Thursday that, instead, the island nation is "part of the solution," citing humanitarian aid and support for Gaza. His response follows comments this week from Hasan Nasrallah, leader of the Lebanese militant group and political party Hezbollah, who warned Cyprus against getting involved in the conflict and insinuated that the small nation was poised to assist the IDF. Nasrallah did not provide evidence for his claims.
Tensions between Israel and Hezbollah have upended life for Syrian refugees who live and work near the border. In southern Lebanon, the fighting has displaced more than 95,000 people, according to the International Organization for Migration, and damaged homes and the farmland where many Syrians worked as day laborers.
The U.N. Environment Program issued a report this week detailing the environmental impact of the conflict in Gaza. "Sewage, wastewater and solid waste management systems and facilities have collapsed," it found. The destruction of buildings, roads and other infrastructure has generated over 39 million tons of debris, it added, "some of which is contaminated with unexploded ordnance, asbestos and other hazardous substances. Human remains are buried in this vast quantity of building debris."
At least 37,431   people have been killed and 85,653 injured in Gaza since the war started, according to the Gaza Health Ministry on Thursday. It does not distinguish between civilians and combatants but says the majority of the dead are women and children. Israel estimates that about 1,200 people were killed in Hamas's Oct. 7 attack, including more than 300 soldiers, and it says 310 soldiers have been killed since the launch of its military operations in Gaza.
Lior Soroka and Miriam Berger contributed to this report.
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Vatican charges pope critic Carlo Maria Vigano with the crime of schism
Vigano, who once called for the resignation of Pope Francis, is a former Vatican ambassador to the U.S. and the pope's most ardent internal critic.
By Anthony Faiola, Stefano Pitrelli | 2024-06-20

Archbishop Carlo Maria Vigano, then the Vatican's ambassador to the United States, blesses the altar at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington in March 2016. (Jahi Chikwendiu/The Washington Post)


ROME -- He has called Pope Francis a liberal "servant of Satan," demanded his resignation and suggested that the Vatican's Swiss Guard arrest the 87-year-old pontiff. Now, after receiving years of withering verbal attacks, Francis appears to have struck back against Archbishop Carlo Maria Vigano, the former Vatican ambassador to the United States and the pope's most ardent internal critic.
The Vatican's disciplinary body, the Dicastery of the Doctrine of the Faith, issued a formal decree -- made public by Vigano on Thursday -- assigning the senior cleric to a penal canon trial. The charges: the "crime of schism" and "denial of the legitimacy of Pope Francis."
Such trials are exceedingly rare, and the move underscores a recent effort by the Vatican to take more-formal action against a gaggle of archconservatives who have sought to undermine Francis's papacy from the inside. Conviction could lead to Vigano's defrocking and excommunication, ending the career of the 83-year-old Italian who has been the leading symbol of resistance to a pope viewed by some traditionalists as wildly liberal.
On Thursday, Vigano said in a statement that he sees the "accusations against me as an honor." He referred to Francis as he always does, eschewing his official title and using his name from before he was pope. "It is no coincidence that the accusation against me concerns the questioning of the legitimacy of Jorge Mario Bergoglio and ... the ideological, theological, moral, and liturgical cancer of which the Bergoglian 'synodal church' is the necessary metastasis," Vigano wrote.
Vigano hasn't made many public appearances since calling for Francis's resignation in 2018. But he has continued to deliver stinging missives on X and the conservative U.S. outlet LifeSiteNews. He has also talked about creating a seminary free of Vatican interference.
The crime of schism is defined as a rupture with the church's "unity" under the pope. In this case, the Vatican cited Vigano's public statements that have "resulted in a denial of the elements necessary to maintain communion with the Catholic Church," as well as his rejection of Francis's "legitimacy" and the reforms laid out by the Second Vatican Council of the 1960s.
The trial amounts to an answer to just how far the Holy See, where the pope rules as the supreme power, is willing to go in allowing dissent.
Francis has weathered conservative criticism for years, including vitriolic attacks from within clerical ranks. But church codes require clerical fealty, and as criticism has grown louder in recent months, the Vatican has taken more-decisive action. Bishop Joseph Strickland of Tyler, Tex., was stripped of his diocese, while American Cardinal Raymond Burke lost his pension and Rome apartment.
"Now they're hitting at the most visible character, who recently said this pope is an usurper of the throne of St. Peter, and that can't be accepted," said Marco Politi, a Rome-based author of several books on Francis. He added that Francis "no longer wants, within the church, organized groups that are frontal enemies of the pope."
Vigano was ordered to appear at the Vatican's disciplinary office on Thursday and told that he would be tried in absentia if he didn't, according to a document advising him of the charges. It was not clear if he had presented himself after publicly signaling his defiance.
The conservative Italian prelate was recalled as U.S. ambassador, or apostolic nuncio, in 2016 amid allegations that he'd gotten caught up in the political fight against same-sex marriage. 
Two years later, he made headlines with a bombshell letter that latched on to a vulnerability of the church -- its record of dealing with sexual abuse cases -- to accuse Francis of misconduct. Francis, he asserted, had ignored early warnings about Cardinal Theodore McCarrick, the former archbishop of Washington, D.C., who had just resigned from the College of Cardinals.
The Vatican trial of Vigano comes three weeks after he published fresh allegations on X, claiming that Francis had committed the "same abuses" as McCarrick when serving in a senior church position in Argentina. He again offered no evidence.
Vigano appeared to escalate his missives after a December ruling, authorized by Francis, allowing Catholic priests to conduct short blessings of people in same-sex relationships. He referenced the ruling in his lengthy response to the trial, writing, "Bergoglio authorizes the blessing of same-sex couples and imposes on the faithful the acceptance of homosexualism, while covering up the scandals of his proteges and promoting them to the highest positions of responsibility."
On Thursday, the Vatican's secretary of state, Cardinal Pietro Parolin, told journalists in Rome that "Archbishop Vigano has taken some attitudes and some actions for which he must answer."
"I am very sorry because I always appreciated him as a great worker, very faithful to the Holy See, someone who was, in a certain sense, also an example. When he was apostolic nuncio he did good work.
"I don't know what happened," Parolin said.
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Outgoing Dutch leader Mark Rutte looks set to become NATO chief 
Known for his direct manner and pragmatic approach, Rutte was seen by allies as the right leader to potentially work with Trump should he be elected.
By Emily Rauhala | 2024-06-20

Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte speaks to the media at a summit of European Union leaders in Brussels on Monday. (Johanna Geron/Reuters)


BRUSSELS -- Mark Rutte, the longtime prime minister of the Netherlands, looks set to replace Jens Stoltenberg as NATO secretary general after the last remaining candidate running against him withdrew from the race, paving the way for his selection by allies.
The change of leadership at NATO, which could be formally agreed on within days, comes at a delicate moment for the 32-member military alliance. Thanks in large part to Russian President Vladimir Putin, NATO is bigger, stronger and more relevant than its been in ages, but a growing current of isolationism in some countries has raised questions about its future.
Consensus on Rutte's candidacy comes just weeks before allies gather in Washington and as the alliance braces for the possibility that Donald Trump could again become president. In February, Trump said he would encourage Russia to attack NATO countries and may consider leaving the 75-year-old military alliance.
Rutte, who has been the Netherlands's prime minister since 2010, is a veteran of European Union politics who has experience with many NATO country leaders past and present, including Trump. Known for his direct manner and pragmatic approach to politics, Rutte was seen by many allies as the right leader to potentially work with the former U.S. president should he be elected.
While some European leaders have criticized the presumptive Republican nominee, Rutte, while eyeing NATO's top job, signaled a willingness to work with Trump.
"We should stop moaning and whining and nagging about Trump," he said at the Munich Security Conference. "I'm not an American, I cannot vote in the U.S. We have to work with whoever is on the dance floor."
There is no formal procedure for selecting the secretary general. In theory, allies talk until there is consensus. In practice, there is usually a significant steer from the United States.
The decision on Rutte comes after several months of fraught debate and deliberation that spotlighted division between allies and Hungary's growing role as a spoiler at NATO.
Though most allies, including the United States, France, Germany and Britain, backed Rutte long ago, allies from the east of the alliance were frustrated by the choice of a western European, particularly given Russia's ongoing war in Ukraine. Rutte would be the fourth Dutch person to lead the alliance -- a sore point for some Central and Eastern European members. Some argued that a leader from a country neighboring Russia would have made more sense.
In February, the United States threw its weight behind Rutte, giving him momentum but not quite clinching the deal.
Romanian President Klaus Iohannis entered the race, saying the alliance needed a "renewal of perspectives."
Other than Romania, the last holdout was Hungary, which has been increasingly critical of NATO's stance on Ukraine.
In June, Stoltenberg told Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban that Hungary could opt out of some NATO plans for Ukraine, such as an effort to have the alliance play a greater role in training of Ukrainian forces and plans to increase military support. With just weeks to go before the summit in Washington, Rutte met Orban on the sidelines of a summit in Brussels, reassuring him that he would honor the deal. He then put the details of their agreement in writing.
"After yesterday's meeting in Brussels, PM Mark Rutte confirmed that he fully supports this deal and will continue to do so, should he become the next Secretary General of NATO," Orban posted on X. "In light of his pledge, Hungary is ready to support PM Rutte's bid for NATO Secretary-General."
That left Romania. On Thursday, Iohannis officially withdrew his candidacy, making way for Rutte. NATO ambassadors are expected to endorse the pick next week, according to officials and diplomats.
A State Department spokesperson said Thursday that Iohannis's decision "exemplifies his commitment to ensuring unity and consensus within the Alliance" and that the United States fully backs Rutte as NATO secretary general.
Assuming allies make it official, Rutte will replace Stoltenberg this fall.
President Biden said he will be sad to see him go. "You've been great," he said during an Oval Office meeting with Stoltenberg this week. "I just wish you'd extend your term another 10 years."
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Reported rape of Jewish girl linked to rising antisemitism in France
Police indicted two 13-year-olds and a 12-year-old in the alleged rape in Courbevoie, a suburb of Paris.
By Leo Sands | 2024-06-20

Protesters in Lyon, France, demonstrate on Wednesday over antisemitism after the reported rape of a 12-year-old Jewish girl. (Jean-Philippe Ksiazek/AFP/Getty Images)


The reported rape of a 12-year-old Jewish girl in a suburb of Paris has brought protesters into the streets and drawn condemnations from top politicians, who have linked the episode to rampant antisemitism.
French authorities indicted two 13-year-old boys on charges of aggravated rape, making religious insults and death threats, and recording or sharing images of a sexual nature, among other crimes, prosecutors said in a Wednesday statement. A third boy, age 12, was charged with being an assisting witness to a rape, as well for making religious insults and death threats.
According to prosecutors, the girl said in a police interview that she had known one of the boys before the attack. In police interviews, all three boys expressed regret toward the girl without addressing their alleged involvement, prosecutors said. Authorities did not identify any of the minors.
Details of the case have sent shock waves through France.
"Raped at 12 years old because she is Jewish," Prime Minister Gabriel Attal wrote on X, denouncing "a monstrous and abject act."
The chief rabbi of France, Haim Korsia, said he was "horrified" by reports of the attack. "No one can be excused from this unprecedented surge of antisemitism," he said in a social media post.
Reports of antisemitic acts have skyrocketed in France, with French Jews expressing alarm for their safety. The Interior Ministry recorded 1,676 antisemitic attacks last year, a fourfold increase over 2022. The majority of the recorded acts took place in November and December, after Hamas's Oct. 7 attack on Israel and the start of Israel's war in Gaza.
In April, French Interior Minister Gerald Darmanin ordered local officials to step up security at synagogues and Jewish schools.
Activists have called for a mass demonstration against antisemitism in Paris on Friday.
On Wednesday, French media reported that more than 1,000 people attended a rally at Paris's City Hall. Its organizers said they gathered to stop the rise of anti-Jewish hatred and to offer solidarity to the 12-year-old victim. Addressing the crowd, French Justice Minister Eric Dupond-Moretti warned against minimizing instances of antisemitism: "After words, there are acts. And after fiery words, there are fires," he said.
Across the political aisle, Jordan Bardella, the 28-year-old far-right leader of the populist National Rally, said it was essential to combat the atmosphere of antisemitism in France.
The French far right has itself been historically linked to antisemitism. National Front party founder Jean-Marie Le Pen was repeatedly fined for diminishing the Nazi gas chambers as a mere "detail" in the history of World War II.
But his daughter Marine Le Pen has rebranded the party, moderating its tone and expanding its appeal. In European Parliament elections this month, National Rally claimed victory over French President Emmanuel Macron's centrist coalition. The party is also expected to perform well in the upcoming snap legislative elections, potentially getting a chance to govern for the first time.
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U.S. lawmakers support Dalai Lama amid questions over Tibet's future
The U.S. delegation gave the Dalai Lama a framed copy of the Resolve Tibet Act that was passed by Congress last week and represents a shift in U.S. policy toward Tibet.
By Gerry Shih, Shibani Mahtani | 2024-06-20

The Dalai Lama exchanges greetings with former U.S. House speaker Nancy Pelosi in Dharamshala, India, on Wednesday. (Tenzin Choejor/Office of the Dalai Lama/Reuters)


NEW DELHI -- A bipartisan U.S. congressional delegation made rare calls for Tibetan self-determination on Indian soil during a visit to the Dalai Lama's Himalayan home on Wednesday, as speculation mounts over Tibet's future.
The question of who will succeed the 88-year-old Dalai Lama -- and how he or she will be chosen -- has intensified in recent years amid reports of the exiled Tibetan monk's declining health and increasingly rare public appearances.
The Communist Party-led Chinese government, which rules Tibet as an autonomous region, has insisted that it holds the power to effectively choose the Dalai Lama's successor, a claim rejected by most Tibetans.
Senior monks in Tibet, a deeply religious Buddhist region, have traditionally identified a child as the reincarnation of the leader following the previous Dalai Lama's death. The 14th and current Dalai Lama, Tenzin Gyatso, has said he or a committee may choose a successor before he dies, and this successor may not be born inside China.
The Dalai Lama, who turns 89 in July, has long said that he may not be reincarnated at all, which would deny legitimacy to whomever Beijing chooses to be his successor in the eyes of many Tibetans.
The U.S. delegation, which was led by House Foreign Affairs Committee Chairman Michael McCaul (R-Tex.) and included former House speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.), told reporters Wednesday that U.S. support for Tibet remains steadfast and urged Beijing to engage in "unconditional dialogue" with the Dalai Lama.
The legislators also presented to the Dalai Lama, at his home in Dharamshala, a framed copy of the Resolve Tibet Act that was passed by Congress last week and represents a shift in U.S. policy toward Tibet. It states that Washington believes the dispute between Tibet and China remains unresolved in accordance with international law, and it rejects China's claim that the Tibet issue is an internal matter and that Tibet has been part of Chinese territory since "ancient times." President Biden is expected to sign the bill into law.

Republican Rep. Michael McCaul and Democratic former House speaker Nancy Pelosi watch Tibetan children perform at a public event at the Tsuglakhang temple in Dharamshala, India, on Wednesday. (Ashwini Bhatia/AP)


For decades, official U.S. policy has recognized Tibet as part of China.
"It is still my hope that one day the Dalai Lama and his people will return to Tibet in peace," McCaul told reporters following the meeting, according to Reuters. He added that the United States "will not let" Beijing play a role in the selection of the Dalai Lama's successor.
The Chinese government, which considers the Dalai Lama a separatist, asked the United States to stop meddling in Xizang -- the Chinese name for Tibet -- while its state media called the trip a U.S. effort to "contain" China.
"Xizang affairs are China's internal affairs," Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Lin Jian said Thursday ahead of the meeting. "We urge the U.S. to clearly see the sensitivity and importance of Xizang-related issues ... and stop sending out wrong signals to the world."
Tenzin Lekshay, a spokesman for the Central Tibetan Administration, the government in exile, said in comments to The Post that "there is a convergence of the free world in showing solidarity and support for Tibet," including between India and the United States. He added that in particular the United States has been at the forefront, with many policies adopted for Tibet.
Lobsang Gyatso Sither, a member of the Tibetan parliament in exile and director of technology at the Tibet Action Institute, a Tibetan advocacy group, said the presentation of the Resolve Tibet Act, which would challenge Chinese claims that Tibet has long been part of China, was significant and showed that the United States is no longer cowed by the Chinese government's warnings and outrage.
"This is China's playbook, and the world has wisened to it," he said. "This no longer works."
Indian officials did not comment on the visit, but the U.S. delegation's trip was notable given that foreign officials visiting India are usually not permitted to address the media, particularly on political or human rights issues deemed sensitive by the New Delhi government. Pelosi has addressed public audiences on previous visits to Dharamshala, including a visit in 2017, when she called for an "autonomous, authentic" Tibet. But she and other U.S. lawmakers went further on this visit in calling for Tibetan self-determination.
"The People's Republic of China must respect the rights of the Tibetan people under international law, including their right to self-determination," Rep. Jim McGovern (D-Mass.) said in a speech. "This is about basic human dignity."
"The comments on self-determination appear to be a major departure, and what that exactly means needs to be studied," said Srikanth Kondapalli, an expert on India-China relations at Jawaharlal Nehru University. He added that India tends to be "cautious" about the Tibet issue compared with Washington because of its ongoing border dispute with China, which takes place precisely in the Himalayan highlands once controlled by the ancient Tibetan kingdom.
"One of the issues India is concerned about is the fallout over the territorial dispute and the military clashes," Kondapalli said. "The U.S. doesn't have a border with Tibet and China. It's a luxury the United States has, unlike India."
Following their Dharamshala visit, the U.S. delegation also held meetings in New Delhi with Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar and discussed the bilateral strategic relationship.
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Despite fentanyl crackdown, Chinese sellers are open for business 
A booming online marketplace in shipping small but potent packages of the chemicals used in the production of fentanyl from China to Mexico remains largely unhindered.
By Cate Cadell, Lily Kuo | 2024-06-20

President Biden and Chinese President Xi Jinping shake hands in 2022 before their meeting on the sidelines of the Group of 20 summit in Nusa Dua, in Bali, Indonesia. (Alex Brandon/AP)


When President Biden and Chinese President Xi Jinping pledged to revive a joint crackdown on illegal drug trafficking in November, it sent a brief shock wave through the vast network of Chinese suppliers fueling the production of fentanyl.
Drug suppliers hit pause on international orders, as local Chinese officials conducted site inspections and began circulating fresh reminders of regulations. Beijing sent a warning notice to its pharmaceutical industry and shut down 25 Chinese companies selling fentanyl precursors -- the chemical building blocks of a drug that accounts for the majority of more than 70,000 synthetic opioid overdose deaths a year in the United States.
U.S. and Chinese officials hailed the breakthrough agreement, noting that the deal set the stage for dozens more meetings between the countries' anti-drug agencies -- the first such cooperation in almost three years, after geopolitical tensions roiled the relationship.
But seven months later, those same sellers say it's business as usual.
Traditional routes for shipping small but potent packages of the chemicals used in the production of fentanyl remain largely unhindered, according to three people involved in the export of illicit precursors and seller advertisements across a dozen online platforms.
The three people -- two salespeople for Chinese chemical companies and a Chinese reseller based in Mexico -- described resuming sales this year after making minor adjustments to avoid scrutiny, including tweaking customs labeling on packages and pivoting to alternative compounds that have virtually identical applications.
"Possibly in the future there is some impact, but it's not a problem right now," said one Hubei-based salesperson for a chemical company that produces 1-Boc-4-AP -- a fentanyl precursor -- and the sedative xylazine. The person claimed the company had resumed sales of both compounds to Mexico in January after a six-week pause that started around the time of the Xi-Biden meeting.
"Like water flowing around rocks ... if there is a demand there is a way," the person said.
Reporters for The Washington Post were not able to verify specific sales since November, but the company's online advertisement for the chemical remain active, advertising "safe and fast" delivery to the United States, Canada and Mexico.
The sellers spoke on the condition of anonymity, or using nicknames, to detail their involvement in sales of fentanyl precursors. Their accounts highlight the vast challenges facing U.S. officials, who have sought to parlay warming relations with Beijing into a broader crackdown on the supply of fentanyl in the United States -- a problem the Chinese government has little incentive to dedicate resources to without its own large-scale opioid epidemic.
And yet, counternarcotics enforcement has become a rare -- if fragile -- topic of consensus at a time when the two sides find little else to agree on.
"As often seen with transnational criminal organizations, their business model adapts to law enforcement efforts and they will seek out new routes to circumvent law enforcement scrutiny," a senior U.S. administration official said, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive diplomacy. Seizures of precursor chemicals transiting the United States fell drastically in late 2023 as a result of targeted law enforcement, but seizures of finished fentanyl remain at record highs, "suggesting these chemical companies are identifying alternate routes," the official said.
China is the top global producer of the chemicals used to synthesize fentanyl, and much of the U.S. supply comes from illicit laboratories overseen by criminal groups in third-party countries, primarily Mexico, where cartels source Chinese chemicals and equipment, including pill presses.
Since November, U.S. officials have held multiple face-to-face and virtual meetings with their Chinese counterparts. They've held in-depth exchanges between U.S. and Chinese drug enforcement agencies, scientists and bankers and pressed Beijing to take steps to regulate -- or "list" -- new precursors, as well as tighten up customs and money-laundering oversight.
The negotiators are trying to recapture the momentum of previous cooperation, which -- in its heyday between 2017 and 2022 -- led to what U.S. officials claim was a vast reduction in seizures of fentanyl in its finished form at U.S. borders.
However, according to analysts, lawmakers and the Chinese drug sellers themselves, tackling the unwieldy network of China's small chemical labs behind the dozens of precursors that are used to manufacture fentanyl will be a much harder task.
"The fentanyl listing back in 2017 was very different because ... it was one drug, and that one listing was able to really shut down the trade. The precursor chemicals are just such a much more difficult problem to solve," said another senior administration official in January speaking to reporters on the condition of anonymity under ground rules set by the White House, ahead of intensive talks in Beijing.

Officials from Mexico's attorney general's office unloaded hundreds of pounds of seized fentanyl and meth in October 2022 at their headquarters in Tijuana, Mexico. No one was arrested in connection with the seizure. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


In the weeks following Biden and Xi's November meeting, 34-year-old Aaron Z. faced a dilemma -- his budding logistics business was under threat.
Aaron left southern China at the onset of the pandemic, staying temporarily in Thailand before settling with a friend in a large Mexican city close to the U.S. border. There, the pair began an online business reselling ingredients used to manufacture cosmetics through ads posted on Facebook and in WhatsApp groups, he said.
The business soon shifted to include the more lucrative trade in pharmaceutical chemicals, including 4-AP, a direct precursor to fentanyl.
"We don't focus on individual sales but stockpile ... creating stores of chemicals [in Mexico] that can easily be resold when there is a demand," said Aaron, who declined to discuss his Mexican clientele. A former factory worker in southern China, Aaron said he'd never heard of fentanyl until he arrived in Mexico but found a ready market for precursor chemicals sourced from China and concealed in small postal packages. "It's easy money," he said.
Following the Xi-Biden agreement and the industry-wide warning sent from Beijing, Aaron said his two main suppliers of 4-AP -- shell companies who themselves sourced it from mainland chemical labs -- told him that shipment had been put on hold. He worried his stockpile in Mexico would run out in months.
"The feeling was confusion ... no one knew what would happen next," he said.
However, the shipments began again just weeks later, with only one change. "This time the [customs] label said soap powder," he said. "Before there was no label." He said his supplier simply told him that the situation in China was "more relaxed" now.
Aaron's experience highlights some of the key challenges facing U.S. counternarcotics officials as they try to clamp down on the deadly cross-border fentanyl trade amid lax enforcement of producers in China and a Wild West of resellers and traffickers in Mexico.
"Sending notices out once is not enough; there needs to be prosecutions of violations," said Vanda Felbab-Brown, a senior fellow at the Brookings Institution who specializes in international crime networks. "They're already finding out that the heat is gone, and the actors just feel like they can get away with it."
U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken pushed Chinese officials to take prosecutions more seriously following talks in Beijing in April.
"I underscored the importance of [China] taking additional action, in particular by prosecuting those who are selling chemicals and equipment used to make fentanyl, meeting its international commitments to regulate all of the precursors that are controlled by the U.N. Commission on Narcotic Drugs, and disrupting illicit financing networks," said Blinken in a news conference following the talks.
A spokesman for the Chinese Embassy in Washington said that China is speeding up listing procedures on three precursors, including 4-AP, and is preparing to regulate further chemicals. "At present, the law enforcement agencies of the two sides are strengthening cooperation on six cases of transnational drug trafficking and carrying out joint investigation and crackdown," said spokesman Liu Pengyu.
On Wednesday, the U.S. Department of Justice announced one such case -- an indictment against 24 individuals involved in a money-laundering scheme linked to the Sinaloa cartel. Beijing informed U.S. authorities that it had taken one person into custody and was pursuing charges. It is the first instance of China publicly executing a domestic arrest related to international narcotics trafficking since the November meeting.
Liu said that the United States had provided further "clues" about individuals and companies involved in drug-related money laundering but that local law enforcement had not found evidence that those companies are involved in drug crimes in China. Liu added that the two sides plan to hold further exchanges later this month.
Prosecutions for Chinese chemical producers involved in the illicit fentanyl trade are rare. Beijing has primarily chosen to warn chemical makers about the threats of U.S. enforcement rather than the dangers of breaking China's own domestic laws. In its November notice to the industry, it called for producers to be wary of the "'risk' of long-arm jurisdiction' or even 'fishing enforcement'" by U.S. authorities -- a phrase meaning legal entrapment.
In practice, chemical makers say there's little new oversight on a local level. One agent working for the Chinese chemical firm Chongqing Chemdad -- which currently advertises the sale of fentanyl precursor 1-N-BOC-4 online -- said that recent changes amounted to local authorities adding company staff to a WeChat group, where they are "reminded" of the regulations.
According to Strider Technologies, a strategic intelligence firm that analyzes open-source data on Chinese supply chains, there are around 1,500 China-based entities involved in the fentanyl industry, the vast majority of which are precursor manufacturers, dealers and pharmaceutical machinery companies.
U.S. authorities have launched their own enforcement action, including indictments by the Justice Department and sanctions by the Treasury Department against Chinese individuals and entities. But these actions have little effect inside China without domestic law enforcement support. In some cases, U.S. officials and researchers say, small labs and resale companies will change their name after being targeted in a U.S. indictment and swiftly resume sales.
That includes Hubei Amarvel Biotech Ltd -- a Chinese company indicted in New York in June 2023 for the online sale of fentanyl products. Shortly after the firm's website was seized, the company's online presence, including staff profiles, reappeared on a revamped website with a slightly altered name -- Amarveltech -- where they continued to advertise the same products months after the U.S.-China announcement.
"Many of these companies are small in size and are able to resume operations quickly under different names. We encourage the PRC to take more deterrent enforcement action, such as public arrests," the senior U.S. official said.

Liu Yuejin, the vice commissioner of China's National Narcotics Control Commission, speaks during a news conference in Beijing, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2019. (Sam Mcneil/AP)


Fentanyl and some of the chemicals used to synthesize it are particularly easy to conceal due to their potency. Just one pound of the drug contains more than 200,000 doses. Sellers described to The Post hiding the drug among detergent powder, vitamin supplements, cosmetics and even inside electric toothbrushes.
U.S. officials remain optimistic that China has the means to disrupt the flow. In 2019, Beijing issued a missive to its firms -- similar to the one in November -- that was followed by a sharp drop in the export of fentanyl.
But success will rely on the ability of the United States and China to divorce the issue of counternarcotics from turmoil in the bilateral relationship, which has proved complex.
As broader U.S.-China relations sunk to a nadir in 2022 following a visit by then-Speaker Nancy Pelosi to Taiwan, counternarcotics cooperation became a casualty of the fraying ties: Beijing completely axed any communication on the topic. That cooperation was revived only last year when the Biden administration removed sanctions on the Chinese Ministry of Public Security's Institute of Forensic Science, which was targeted over alleged abuses against ethnic Uyghurs.
Under Beijing's strict domestic surveillance controls, the country has not experienced its own fentanyl epidemic, diminishing its motivations to resolve the issue. Officials have repeatedly and vehemently denied that Chinese firms play any role in driving the U.S. fentanyl epidemic.
"The root cause of the overdose lies in the U.S. itself. The problem is completely 'made in USA,'" said Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Mao Ning in an April 2023 news conference, just months before formal discussions begun between Chinese and U.S. negotiators. "There is no such thing as illegal trafficking of fentanyl between China and Mexico."
The online bazaar has caught the eye of U.S. lawmakers. The bipartisan House Select Committee on the Chinese Communist Party released a report in April that claimed it had identified more than 2,000 Chinese companies advertising sales of illicit substances online, including fentanyl precursors and other narcotics.
The Chinese Embassy spokesman Liu said that the government recently deployed a "network cleaning action" to crack down on the proliferation of online advertisements, which resulted in the closing of "14 online platforms, forcing the cancellation of 332 corporate accounts, removing 1,016 online stores, and cleaning up more than 146,000 pieces of information."
The Post verified that some Chinese platforms that displayed advertisements for precursor chemicals in April had since censored some listings -- with searches for the chemicals returning an error message citing "relevant laws, regulations, policies."
But some Chinese sellers have become increasingly creative with their online advertising. The Post identified ads on a dozen platforms still offering fentanyl precursors for export. In one instance, a 1-Boc 4-AP seller disguised an advertisement as a song on the audio streaming platform SoundCloud. Another such ad was posted as a blog entry on Medium.com. In the ads, the companies offer to connect with buyers over messaging platforms like WhatsApp, Telegram and Signal -- which are banned in China -- and request payment in cryptocurrencies.
Berlin-based SoundCloud removed the advertisement after The Post requested comment and said it was doubling its investment in content moderation and working with the U.N.'s International Narcotics Control Board to track the sale of dangerous substances online. San Francisco-based Medium did not respond to a request for comment.
Many of the ads promise the ability to evade customs and target Mexican buyers. "We ship special ... safe delivery" reads a current advertisement by Hebei Huanhao Biotechnology, entitled "Hot sale to Mexico." The company was placed under U.S. sanctions in 2021 but continues to openly advertise precursor products.
Another Chinese company, Wuhan Boyuan Import and Export, posted ads for the controlled chemical 1-N-Boc-4 on Global Source, a Hong Kong platform. In the listing, it noted that the substance was of "purity 99.9%" at a price of $95 for 1 kilogram.
When The Post reached out to the Chinese companies, they denied selling illegal substances. An employee of Changzhou Huayang Technology said they were simply surveying demand. "Conducting market research on its own is not illegal," the person said.
Asked why Wuhan Boyuan continued to advertise the chemicals for export, an agent for that company said it was "inconvenient" to explain, and hung up.
Vic Chiang and Pei Lin Wu in Taipei and Ellen Nakashima in Washington contributed to this report.
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Putin seeks support from old ally Vietnam amid Russia's growing isolation
Russia and Vietnam have been close allies since the Cold War era, but Hanoi in recent years has cultivated warmer relations with the United States.
By Rebecca Tan | 2024-06-20

Russian President Vladimir Putin and Vietnamese President To Lam hold a news briefing at the presidential palace in Hanoi on Thursday. (Minh Hoang/AFP/Getty Images)


SINGAPORE -- Russian President Vladimir Putin was in Vietnam on Thursday to bolster support from an old ally in Asia amid Russia's ongoing war with Ukraine, which has left it increasingly isolated from the West.
Visiting Vietnam for the first time since 2017, Putin arrived early Thursday in the capital, Hanoi, and was received by President To Lam. According to the Russian news agency Interfax, the two leaders agreed to increase cooperation on energy and research into nuclear science and technology.
Putin, who was joined by Defense Minister Andrei Belousov, said both Russia and Vietnam believe in "building solid, relevant security architecture in Asia ... on the principles of the nonuse of force and a peaceful settlement of disputes." He added that there will be "no place for closed military-political blocs." Ahead of the visit, Putin also thanked Vietnam for its "balanced position" on Russia's war against Ukraine.
Lam, a hard-liner in Vietnam's ruling Communist Party who recently rose to power, praised Putin before the beginning of closed-door negotiations, saying that Russia's global standing has been "growing steadily" under his leadership. "Our people and I personally view the development of bilateral relations as very important and highly appreciate your support for relations between our states," he said.
While Russia and Vietnam have been close allies since the Cold War era, the sheen on that relationship has faded in recent years as Vietnam has cultivated warmer relations with the United States in an effort to balance the projection of Chinese power, political analysts say.
Vietnam has been gradually weaning itself off its reliance on Russian defense equipment and last year upgraded its relationship with the United States to the highest possible level, granting it the same status as China and Russia. The United States is now Vietnam's largest export market and has been increasing security assistance, particularly at sea, where Vietnam faces encroachment from Chinese forces.
Officials at the U.S. Embassy earlier this week criticized Hanoi for agreeing to host Putin, who faces an arrest warrant from the International Criminal Court  on a charge of illegally deporting and transferring Ukrainian children, a war crime, during Russia's war against Ukraine.
"No country should give Putin a platform to promote his war of aggression and otherwise allow him to normalize his atrocities," the U.S. Embassy said.
Putin's stop in Hanoi was part of a concerted campaign to shore up international support in the face of the West's growing efforts to shun his country, including with mounting sanctions. He visited China last month and traveled earlier this week to North Korea, where he signed a new strategic pact with leader Kim Jong Un.
For Putin, the visit to Vietnam is a chance to demonstrate that Russia still has global reach, said Alexander Vuving, a professor at the Asia-Pacific Center for Security Studies in Honolulu who studies Vietnamese foreign policy. Vietnam is "a significant country in a significant region" that is increasingly being courted by the world's superpowers, Vuving said. "Russia, of course, wants to show that it's still a friend," he added.
Robyn Dixon in Riga, Latvia, contributed to this report.
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Philippines says sailor lost finger in sea clash, accuses China of 'piracy'
Chinese personnel used knives and machetes to puncture Philippine dinghies attempting to resupply an outpost in the South China Sea, Philippine officials say.
By Sofia Tomacruz, Rebecca Tan | 2024-06-20

Video provided by the Armed Forces of the Philippines shows clashes between the China Coast Guard and the Philippine Navy on June 19 in the South China Sea.


MANILA -- The Chinese coast guard boarded Philippine navy vessels and damaged and confiscated equipment in a confrontation that left a sailor severely injured this week, the Philippines announced Wednesday, in a stark escalation of tensions over the highly contested South China Sea.
According to Philippine officials, Chinese vessels on Monday rammed Philippine ships to stop them from resupplying a warship, the Sierra Madre, beached on a half-submerged reef known as the Second Thomas Shoal, which has become a central flash point in the dispute between the two countries.
Secretary of State Antony Blinken, after speaking with his Philippine counterpart on Wednesday, warned that China's "actions undermine regional peace and stability" and reiterated the United States' "ironclad commitments" to the Philippines, according to State Department spokesman Matthew Miller.
The United States shares a mutual defense treaty with the Philippines, and Biden administration officials have stressed in recent months that an armed attack on Philippine military vessels or personnel in the South China Sea would trigger a U.S. military response. The U.S. military is watching the situation at Second Thomas Shoal "very closely," Indo-Pacific Command spokeswoman Rebecca Rebarich said Wednesday.
"We've continued to offer assistance to the Philippines, but as of yet there's not been any request for support," she said. "The U.S. military is providing the Philippines "with intelligence surveillance and reconnaissance capabilities, at their request," she added.
Videos shared by the Philippine military show Chinese coast guard using pickaxes and knives to puncture Philippine rubber dinghies that were attempting to reach the Sierra Madre, and confiscating equipment aboard the navy vessels, including the mobile phones of sailors. The Philippines also said the Chinese blared loud sirens and deployed tear gas to create "chaos" during the confrontation.
A Philippine sailor lost a finger when a Chinese dinghy collided with a Philippine dinghy at high speed, hitting his hand, which was caught between the two vessels, officials said.
At least seven other Philippine sailors were also injured. Chinese ships later towed away two Philippine rubber dinghies after emptying them of their contents.
"This is piracy," Gen. Romeo Brawner Jr., the Philippine armed forces' chief of staff, said in a news conference held in Palawan, an island province 120 miles from the reef. "They boarded our boats illegally, they took our equipment. They are like pirates with the actions they carried out." Brawner added that the Philippine navy personnel "fought back" but were significantly outnumbered by the Chinese and chose not to employ weapons.
"Our objective is that while we want to bring supplies to our troops following international laws, our objective is also to prevent war. We do not want a war," he said.

A dilapidated but still active Philippine navy ship, the Sierra Madre, sits at the Second Thomas Shoal in the disputed South China Sea on Aug. 22, 2023. (Aaron Favila/AP)


At a news briefing Wednesday, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Lin Jian blamed the Philippines for the confrontation and claimed that the Philippine vessels were carrying construction materials and weapons as part of a long-term occupation of the Second Thomas Shoal, which China opposes. "The China Coast Guard took professional and restrained enforcement measures," Lin Jian said, adding the Chinese forces "did not take direct measures against Philippine personnel."
Earlier this week, Gan Yu, a spokesman for the Chinese Coast Guard said the Philippine resupply ships "deliberately and dangerously" approached a Chinese ship, resulting in a collision.
China has sought to dominate the South China Sea, a strategic waterway that is also claimed in part by six other governments. Backed by the United States, the Philippines has been ramping up its efforts to push back against the Chinese but is being met with an increasingly forceful response from Beijing that security analysts say could spur broader conflict in the Pacific.
Nowhere is the situation more precarious than at Second Thomas Shoal, said Zack Cooper, a senior fellow at the American Enterprise Institute, where he studies U.S. strategy in Asia. The shoal is one of the only locations where Chinese and Philippine forces are contesting control over physical territory. The Philippines in 1999 beached the Sierra Madre on the shoal and has since populated it with a contingent of marines to create a human presence and stake its claim to the reef.
"It's the most problematic area in terms of leading to a real, genuine conflict," Cooper said. What happened on Monday was "very serious," he added, and would probably lead to calls for the United States to intervene.

The Philippine coast guard vessel BRP Bagacay accompanies fishermen and volunteers sailing in the vicinity of the Scarborough Shoal in the South China Sea on May 15. (Martin San Diego for The Washington Post)


Earlier this month, President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. said at a security summit in Singapore that the death of a Filipino citizen through a "willful act" would be "close to an act of war" that could prompt a military response. "Our treaty partner holds that same standard," he said, referring to the United States.
But the Philippines also has to be wary of when to call upon the United States, said Julio Amador, a Manila-based security analyst. The Philippines has been accused by Beijing of being a "pawn" of the United States, a charge top Philippine officials have rejected. Conducting the resupply mission to Second Thomas Shoal in the face of an imposing Chinese presence is a "an exercise of agency" for the Philippines, Amador said. The government "wants to be able to do this without having to ask for help," he said.
No Philippine vessels were able to reach the Sierra Madre on Monday to provide supplies for the troops stationed on board, but the navy will try again, Brawner said. "We will defend our rights and we will fight for our future," he said.
Ship-tracking data showed that as of Wednesday afternoon, dozens of Chinese ships continued to surround Second Thomas Shoal. A 12,000-ton Chinese coast guard vessel, probably the largest of its kind in the world, was also sailing toward to the Philippine island of Thitu near the vicinity of Second Thomas, said Ray Powell, an analyst at Stanford University's Gordian knot Center for National Security Innovation.
Tan reported from Singapore. Lyric Li in Seoul and Ellen Nakashima in Washington contributed to this report.
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Stonehenge spray-painted orange by protesters calling for climate action
Activist group Just Stop Oil took responsibility for the incident, which occurred a day before the summer solstice is expected to draw thousands to the ancient site.
By Kelsey Ables | 2024-06-20

Two climate protesters connected to Just Stop Oil were arrested on June 19 after spraying orange paint on the ancient Stonehenge monument in southern England.


Protesters sprayed part of Stonehenge with orange paint Wednesday, calling on the British government to take action on climate change a day before thousands are expected to flock to the 5,000-year-old site in southern England to celebrate the summer solstice.
A video shared Wednesday by Just Stop Oil, the environmental activist group responsible, shows two people running toward the monument and unleashing the orange paint. People nearby shout "No" and "Stop him," as others try to pull the protesters away.
The group said in a statement that it is "demanding that our next government sign up to a legally binding treaty to phase out fossil fuels by 2030." It added that the paint was made of corn flour that will wash off with the rain. It identified the protesters involved as Niamh Lynch, 21, and Rajan Naidu, 73. Local police said they had arrested two people following the incident.
English Heritage, the charity that manages Stonehenge, said the site remains open. "Obviously, this is extremely upsetting and our curators are investigating the extent of the damage," it said on social media.
British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak tweeted after the incident that Just Stop Oil was "a disgrace." Opposition leader Keir Starmer was also critical, saying in a post that the "damage done to Stonehenge is outrageous" and that those "responsible must face the full force of the law."
There have been a spate of protests involving historic objects and art in recent years, with activists splattering paint, soup and other substances on artworks such as the Mona Lisa and Van Gogh's "Sunflowers" to call attention to issues including the climate crisis -- and prompting an international plea from museums for them to stop.
This week's incident, however, seems like "a bit of an escalation," said Shannon Gibson, a professor at the University of Southern California who researches global environmental politics and social movements. While previous incidents in museums typically left only surface-level damage to the protective cover of an artwork or historic object, the protesters at Stonehenge placed paint directly on a renowned UNESCO World Heritage site.

Just Stop Oil activists spray-painted Stonehenge orange on June 19, in their latest protest against climate change.


In a separate incident on Thursday, Just Stop Oil said two supporters broke into an airfield "where [Taylor] Swift's jet is currently stationed" and painted two private jets with orange paint.
Stansted Airport, in response to a question about whether Swift's private jet was affected, said the artist "doesn't have a jet at the airport," but it would not confirm whether the artist had landed on another plane, citing privacy reasons. It referred to a statement from Essex police that said two were detained following reports of people gaining access to a private area of an airfield and damaging two aircraft while the airport and flights operated as normal. "We are not anti-protest but we will always take action where criminal acts take place," Chief Superintendent Simon Anslow said. "... I would like to reassure passengers and the wider public that we are well prepared and resourced to deal with incidents of this nature."
Critics say such protests can alienate potential supporters of climate justice movements and create spectacle rather than effect change.
But Gibson said protest is meant to be a spectacle -- and that protests at sites like museums and historic monuments reach individuals who may be sheltered from the impacts of climate change.
"We don't need to protest on the islands, on the coasts or in the Arctic -- they get it, they know it, they live it," she said. "This is saying to the people that hold the money, make the decisions and control the fossil fuels: 'This is affecting you, too.'"
In targeting an ancient structure such as Stonehenge, something people "think could never change," Gibson said, such protests provide "a juxtaposition between what has withstood the test of time and what will not if we don't solve the climate crisis."
Stonehenge's unique stone circle was constructed about 2500 B.C. to align with the movements of the sun. On the summer solstice -- the longest day of the year -- thousands gather to watch the sun rise through a gap in the outer circle of stones.
UNESCO describes the site as the "most architecturally sophisticated prehistoric stone circle in the world."
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Conflict in Lebanon displaces vulnerable Syrian refugee communities
The plight of Syria's refugees was already dire in Lebanon. Now conditions are worsening, as fear of a potential war with Israel looms.
By Mohamad  El Chamaa, Suzan Haidamous | 2024-06-20

Firefighters douse a blaze in a forest near the southern Lebanese town of Marjayoun after an Israeli strike on Thursday. (Rabih Daher/AFP/Getty Images)


BEIRUT -- The simmering conflict between Israel and Hezbollah has upended life in much of southern Lebanon, including for Syrian refugees who lived and worked near the border but are now displaced with few resources and few people willing to take them in.
For months, the Israeli military and Hezbollah fighters have traded strikes, killing civilians and combatants in both Israel and Lebanon, as tensions have flared over the Gaza war. In northern Israel, more than 60,000 people have been displaced, according to the prime minister's office, many of them living in hotels or rentals across Israel. In southern Lebanon, the fighting has displaced more than 95,000 people, according to the International Organization for Migration, and damaged homes and the farmland where many Syrians worked as day laborers.
The plight of Syrian refugees was already dire in Lebanon. The country has grappled for years with an economic crisis, which has hardened resentment toward the more than 1.5 million Syrians who took refuge in Lebanon after the start of the 2011 Syrian civil war. Now conditions are worsening, as fear of a potential war with Israel looms.

Syrian refugees at an informal tent settlement in Lebanon's Bekaa Valley in 2021. The Lebanese government estimates there are 1.5 million Syrians living in Lebanon. (Mohamed Azakir/Reuters)


Politicians and media outlets have called for mass deportations of Syrians and tighter rules around the ability of refugees to move within the country, even as they flee dangerous conditions in the south. Vigilantes have attacked Syrians in the streets of Beirut and other cities, and local authorities have imposed rental restrictions, curfews and other strict legal requirements on Syrians residing in their jurisdictions, according to the Office of the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR).
A report by Human Rights Watch in April found that Lebanese authorities had "arbitrarily detained, tortured, and forcibly returned Syrians to Syria in recent months, including opposition activists and army defectors."
"They told us: 'No Syrians are welcome here,'" said a Syrian mother of three who was displaced from the border area and tried to settle her family in the city of Tyre, about 12 miles north of where the hostilities are taking place.
The woman, who spoke in late April on the condition of anonymity for fear of retaliation, said she and her family were forced to set up camp in a lemon grove in the outskirts of Tyre, using nylon sheets provided by the landowner as shelter.
"I borrow money to eat," she said. Her husband tried to go back to work at a vegetable farm near the border but decided it was too dangerous as the conflict ramped up.
Israel and Hezbollah, a Shiite Muslim political party and militant group, have clashed since the 1980s, when the Israeli military occupied southern Lebanon. The two fought a blistering war in 2006, after which the border area remained relatively calm until last fall.

The sister of Talib Abdallah, a senior Hezbollah commander, mourns after his death this month in an Israeli strike in the Tyre area. (Wael Hamzeh/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Hezbollah, which is backed by Iran, began firing rockets and artillery at Israel on Oct. 8, one day after Hamas gunmen stormed southern Israeli communities and killed about 1,200 people. Since then, Israel and Hezbollah have exchanged near-daily cross-border fire, with the scope and intensity of the strikes steadily increasing in recent weeks.
More than 400 people have been killed in Lebanon as a result of the fighting, including more than 300 Hezbollah fighters and at least 92 civilians and noncombatants, according to a Washington Post tally. Nine civilians and 19 soldiers have been killed in northern Israel in the same period, according to the Israeli military and Israel's National Insurance Institute.
About 1,680 hectares (4,151 acres) of agricultural land in Lebanon has been damaged by the fighting, the Agriculture Ministry said, including by white phosphorus shells fired by the Israel Defense Forces.
In a statement, the IDF said that it uses white phosphorus shells to create smokescreens, not for targeting or causing fires. Israeli forces possess safer alternatives, however, such as M150 artillery rounds, which produce screening smoke without the use of white phosphorus.
Seventy-two percent of farmers in southern Lebanon -- many of whom grow wheat, tobacco, figs and olives -- have also reported a loss of income, according to the U.N. Food and Agriculture Organization.
But the government's response to the displacement crisis has focused on "handling the needs of the Lebanese displaced only," said Christina Abou Rouphael, a researcher at Public Works, a local think tank.
Nasser Yassin, Lebanon's environment minister, is responsible for coordinating the response with international aid groups. He said that as part of the response plan, U.N. agencies are responsible for providing assistance to Syrian and Palestinian refugees in Lebanon.
Anti-refugee sentiment in Lebanon abounds. Earlier this year, a popular television channel and the Beirut Chamber of Commerce, Industry and Agriculture sponsored a campaign of billboards and TV ads that urged Lebanese to "undo the damage" of hosting a Syrian refugee population "before it's too late."

Protesters carry a banner that reads "Lebanon is for the Lebanese, not for another people" during an anti-Syrian-refugee rally last month in Beirut. (Mohamed Azakir/Reuters)


In March, a U.N. Security Council report said that last year 13,772 Syrians were either deported from Lebanon or "pushed back at the border."
Shelters for the displaced, run by local municipalities, are hosting Lebanese citizens, while Syrian refugees have reported being harassed and evicted from the facilities.
Many refugees fleeing the hostilities are relying on support networks and living with friends or relatives, or in rental units, according to UNHCR. But rental fees have soared in the south, and some landlords are reluctant to take on Syrian tenants.
The displaced Syrian mother eventually left the lemon grove and found spots at a local school that had been converted into a shelter. But even there, her family felt unsafe, she said, adding that vigilantes attacked their room and cursed her children.
"I'm not allowed to take my kids out to play," she said. "It is like living in a prison, but at least in a prison you get to have a walk to breathe some fresh air."
She was not sure whether the family would be able to return to the farm in the south, even if the fighting stopped.
"I am worried about how the situation has changed," she said. "As Syrians, are we allowed to go back?"
Lior Soroka in Tel Aviv contributed to this report.
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Ukraine claims to be winning its war on corruption. The West says: Do more.
Washington and its allies say Kyiv isn't doing enough to fight corruption despite major strides, creating tension that could imperil military and economic aid.
By David   Stern, Michael Birnbaum | 2024-06-20

Ukrainian oligarch Ihor Kolomoisky on his way into court in September, when he was ordered jailed on suspicion of fraud, embezzlement and money laundering. (Vladyslav Musiienko/Reuters) 


KYIV -- Ukrainian officials insist they are battling corruption as fiercely as their troops are fighting Russia's invaders in the east. But Western governments, including the United States, say it is still not enough -- a source of increasingly raw tension between Kyiv and some of its strongest supporters that poses constant peril to additional economic and military assistance.
Nearly every month adds a new case to a string of high-profile arrests and dismissals. In late May, the former deputy head of the presidential administration, Andrii Smyrnov, was charged with "illicit enrichment" by Ukraine's National Anti-Corruption Bureau, which said he had acquired real estate, vehicles and other assets worth more than 10 times his reported salary and savings.
In April, President Volodymyr Zelensky fired Illya Vitiuk, the head of the cybersecurity department at Ukraine's Security Service, days after local media reported that Vitiuk's wife had bought an apartment for more than $500,000 in an elite Kyiv neighborhood.
Within the past year, the country's chief justice, Vsevolod Kniaziev, was charged with taking more than $2 million in bribes and promptly dismissed. And a prominent oligarch, Ihor Kolomoisky, who was once a stronger supporter of Zelensky, was jailed on suspicion of fraud, embezzlement and money laundering, and then charged with financing a murder-for-hire scheme in the early 2000s.
Ukrainian officials say the cases are evidence of a concerted -- and successful -- effort to fight graft. All the accused maintain their innocence, and their cases have not yet come to trial.
"That the number of cases has doubled doesn't mean that there is twice as much corruption," said Oleksandr Klymenko, head of a special anti-corruption unit in the Ukrainian prosecutor general's office. "On the contrary: It means that we're twice as effective as before."
Western capitals, however, aren't so sure. Billions are at stake in Ukraine's fight against corruption -- not just the country's own tax money but also Western military and economic aid.
While there have been no direct allegations of American money or weapons being mishandled or misappropriated, Republican members of Congress cited corruption concerns as among their reasons for obstructing a $61 billion aid package -- a months-long delay that allowed Russian forces to advance.
One accusation, that Zelensky used foreign money to buy two luxury yachts, was proved false and traced back to Russian disinformation sources. Still, dozens of independent agents from the State Department's Office of Inspector General are posted to the U.S. Embassy in Kyiv, where they have wide-ranging oversight powers and sit in on many diplomatic meetings.
For decades, corruption thrived in Ukraine. Oligarchs controlled key industries and seats in the parliament. Public servants, including judges, were for sale. But many Ukrainian officials say the country has taken great strides in recent years and is not getting sufficient credit.
Klymenko's office is one of many anti-corruption bodies created since the 2014 Maidan Revolution, when hundreds of thousands of Ukrainians took to the streets in part because they were fed up with rampant corruption under President Viktor Yanukovych.
Other new offices include: the National Anti-Corruption Bureau, which investigates corruption cases; the High Anti-Corruption Court; the National Agency on Corruption Prevention, which formulates anti-corruption policy; and a special anti-corruption department in the Defense Ministry. Numerous civic groups and media outlets are also devoted to exposing corruption.
But U.S. officials, including Secretary of State Antony Blinken, say it is still not enough. Ukraine "has taken important steps," Blinken said in Kyiv last month. "But more remains to be done."
In a speech, he said Ukraine needs "a strong and predictable regulatory environment; open and fair competition; transparency; the rule of law; effective anti-corruption measures."
"Winning on the battlefield will prevent Ukraine from becoming part of Russia," Blinken added. "Winning the war against corruption will keep Ukraine from becoming like Russia."
Senior officials in Kyiv, including Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba, bristled at the scolding. "There is a perception of the level of corruption and there are facts about the level of corruption," Kuleba said at a news conference with Blinken.
A meeting between Zelensky and Blinken was tense -- with the Ukrainian leader expressing his appreciation for U.S. military aid but appearing frustrated by Blinken's focus on corruption, according to people familiar with the discussion who spoke on the condition of anonymity because of the sensitivity of the subject.
Many in Zelensky's camp argue privately that, though corruption remains a challenge, an anti-corruption effort would distract from what they say should be the primary focus: defeating Russia.
Senior Ukrainian officials complain that Americans and Europeans often use the stereotype of Ukraine as corrupt as an excuse for delaying or opposing vitally needed aid -- and that the accusation is not only cliche but evidence of hypocrisy in capitals with their own corruption issues.
"It's absolutely not fair," Deputy Prime Minister Olha Stefanishyna, who is overseeing Ukraine's E.U. membership bid, said in an interview last year. "We always want to say, 'Why you are lecturing us? We can see that your prime minister has been convicted of corruption.'"
Stefanishyna said she did not have any particular country in mind, but events of the past two years offer several examples. Leaders in Portugal and Spain, as well officials in the European Parliament, have faced corruption allegations.
After Western officials urged Kyiv to impose tighter lobbying rules, Stefanishyna pointed to a report last year that the top official in charge of E.U. enlargement, Gert Jan Koopman, since 2009 had owned a luxury hotel in Bali, Indonesia, which he was not required to disclose under E.U. rules.
Olga Savran, manager of the anti-corruption network at the international Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, said that some of Ukraine's harshest critics were spouting off "politicized misinformation" and that Ukraine is neither "a basket case [nor] a lost cause."
"It's a half-full, half-empty glass -- there's a lot of progress," Savran said. Corruption remains a major problem in Ukraine's "power structure," though, which is still based "on oligarchic control and high-level corruption, and that trickles down to all other levels."
The Ukrainians note that they are striving to meet the rule-of-law standards required to join the European Union, while Russia is an increasingly totalitarian dictatorship where corruption is rampant.
Still, the Ukrainians cannot afford to ignore the Western complaints -- no matter how unjust they view them.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky shakes hands with President Biden at a 2023 NATO meeting in Lithuania, as NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg and others look on. (Filip Singer/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Even some of the biggest corruption cases have left a mixed image. Kniaziev, the chief justice, visited Washington just weeks before his arrest on a bribery charge in May 2023 and was presented as a pillar of propriety.
He met -- and impressed -- numerous senior U.S. officials, including Sen. James E. Risch (Idaho), the top Republican on the Senate Foreign Relations Committee.
"I've told them face-to-face that if you want us out, all you got to do is show the ugly head of corruption just a tiny bit and you're going to lose us and probably a lot of other people," Risch said in an interview. "They get that," he added.
Officials say the greatest pressure to eradicate corruption comes not from the West, but from the Ukrainian population. Public outrage over election fraud and government corruption sparked two revolutions in the country and, in 2019, similar anger propelled Zelensky to the presidency on promises that he would eradicate corruption.
But while such rhetoric may please Ukrainian voters -- and Western officials -- it risks setting unrealistic expectations, experts said.
Key to these efforts is judicial reform, the "cornerstone" of anti-corruption, said Daria Kaleniuk, head of the Anti-Corruption Action Center, one of Ukraine's main corruption watchdogs.
"If judges are corrupt, society is without rights, and it's easy to lean into autocracy," Kaleniuk said.
For some, the greatest setback would be for Russia to win the war.
"In time of war, we have journalists who investigate corruption cases," said Yaroslav Yurchyshyn, the former head of Transparency International in Ukraine and now an opposition member of parliament. "Do Russia or Belarus have that?"
Stefanishyna said there is "a huge tendency," pushed by Russian propaganda, to view Ukraine as "a failed state."
"Whatever we do is never seen as a real success," Stefanishyna said. But given the billions in aid flowing to Kyiv, she said, she understands that Ukraine needs to be seen "as saintlier than the pope."
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Hundreds of Hajj pilgrims reported dead amid extraordinary heat
Temperatures reached 125 degrees Fahrenheit during this year's pilgrimage to Mecca, through the desert of Saudi Arabia.
By Chico Harlan, Heba Farouk Mahfouz  | 2024-06-19

A man affected by the scorching heat on Sunday is helped by a member of the Saudi security forces during the Hajj pilgrimage to Saudi Arabia's holy city of Mecca. (Fadel Senna/AFP/Getty Images)


Several days of extraordinary heat took a major toll on one of the world's largest religious gatherings, with hundreds reported dead as part of this year's Hajj pilgrimage in the desert of Saudi Arabia.
Two unnamed Arab diplomats told the Agence France-Presse news service that 323 people from Egypt alone had died, most because of heat-related illnesses. Egypt has not yet shared an official count, but other countries whose citizens flocked to the holy city of Mecca have been reporting tolls: at least 138 from Indonesia, 41 from Jordan and 35 from Tunisia.
The Associated Press, reporting from Mecca, also cited a triple-digit death toll, and described people lining up at an emergency health facility to get information about missing loved ones.
While it was not clear how many of those deaths were attributable to heat, this year's Hajj coincided with a heat wave unusually searing for June. At one point during the multiday gathering, temperatures reached 51.8 degrees Celsius, or 125 Fahrenheit. More than 1.8 million people took part in the pilgrimage.

Muslim pilgrims pray around the Kaaba, Islam's holiest shrine, at the Grand Mosque in the holy city of Mecca on Tuesday. (AFP/Getty Images)


"The numbers were huge. ... We could not breathe," said 37-year-old Ahmad Bahaa, an engineer from Egypt who works in Saudi Arabia and took part in the Hajj.
He described "shocking scenes" in Mecca as the heat took hold, especially among unregistered pilgrims who lack permits and are barred from accessing services and facilities, including air-conditioned tents.
Every year, Saudi Arabia approves a set number of pilgrim visas, with quotas for each Muslim-majority country. But hundreds of thousands of people who don't secure visas still manage to participate.
"Ambulances were moving nonstop, collecting people left and right," Bahaa said. "People were sleeping on the sidewalks. ... I saw someone right in front of our tent who collapsed and could not even move."
Mecca is Islam's holiest city, the birthplace of the prophet Muhammad, and the Hajj is one of the five pillars of Islam -- a ritual to be completed at least once in the lifetime of every Muslim with the means. But Mecca is also an inland city hit by humid air from the Red Sea. Many who make the pilgrimage are elderly. People pack into tight areas. Over about five days, they can spend several dozen hours outdoors.
The outcome -- in this instance -- shows how mass-scale outdoor gatherings have the potential to become more lethal as parts of the world warm beyond what humans can withstand.
Over the years, Saudi Arabia has taken steps to reduce the dangers, erecting more than 100,000 air-conditioned tents, distributing water and umbrellas, planting trees and preparing facilities to respond to heat-related illnesses. Still, a paper published this year by Saudi-based researchers said that while these measures had been helpful, "concerns arise about the sufficiency of current mitigation measures in the face of escalating heat."

A Muslim pilgrim splashes water on his head to cool off at the base of Saudi Arabia's Mount Arafat on Saturday. (Fadel Senna/AFP/Getty Images)


In Mecca, as in much of the world, the number of dangerously hot days is surging. By 2050, Mecca will have an estimated 182 days of dangerous heat for those outdoors in the sun, according to an analysis conducted last year by The Washington Post and the nonprofit CarbonPlan. Just as notable, it will have an estimated 54 days when heat is dangerous even in the shade, compared with almost zero at the turn of this century. By those measures, Mecca will be one of the least hospitable places on Earth.
A 2019 study of extreme heat during the Hajj indicated "a significant warming trend during the last 30 years of close to 2deg C," higher than the global average, which it attributed to human-caused warming.
"I have not experienced any heat like this before. It was very strenuous," said Adonis Imam, a physician from Augusta, Ga., who was in Mecca. "We got exhausted pretty quickly. Even short walks would take a toll on us." Imam, 36, said that Saudi misting and cooling measures helped, and groups were advised not to be outdoors between noon and the late afternoon.
Those with no cool place to stay scrambled for spots of shade. "They were spraying water all over their bodies, holding umbrellas, drinking lots of water," said Alaa al-Din Mohey, 33. The days he spent in Mecca, he said, were the hottest of his life.

Mist dispensers help cool pilgrims at the base of Saudi Arabia's Mount Arafat on Saturday. (Fadel Senna/AFP/Getty Images)


The dates of the Hajj are determined by the shorter lunar calendar, meaning the mass-scale gathering rotates gradually across all seasons. Last year, when it was held slightly deeper into June, thousands of people were treated for heat exhaustion.
The 2019 paper noted that heat stress levels are projected to grow when the Hajj cycles again into the hottest months, between 2047 and 2052.
In 1985, a previous point when the Hajj was held under sweltering conditions, more than 1,000 people died of heat stroke, according to a study in the Annals of Saudi Medicine.
Saudi Arabia has not mentioned any death toll, though earlier its state news agency reported several thousand cases of heat stress and sunstroke. On Wednesday, its state news agency said the Hajj had been a "success," citing an effective execution of "all plans related to security, prevention, organization, health, services, and traffic management."
Harlan reported from Rome and Mahfouz from Cairo. Sarah Dadouch in Beirut contributed to this report.
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U.N. says Israeli use of bombs in civilian areas may have violated laws of war
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu accused the Biden administration of "withholding weapons and ammunitions," a claim the administration disputed.
By Claire Parker, Annabelle Timsit, Bryan Pietsch | 2024-06-19

Palestinian residents and emergency services members inspect the site of the Zorob family home, which was hit overnight in Rafah on Dec. 19. (Loay Ayyoub for The Washington Post)


The U.N. human rights office said Wednesday that Israel "may have repeatedly violated" the laws of war by using massive explosives on densely populated areas in the Gaza Strip during the first months of the fighting.
In its report Wednesday, the office highlighted six "emblematic" cases in which the Israel Defense Forces used "explosive weapons with wide area effects" -- including 2,000-pound bombs -- in civilian neighborhoods in Gaza. Together, the attacks killed at least 218 people, according to the report. One such attack, on Dec. 2 in Shejaiya, in Gaza City, destroyed 15 buildings and left at least 60 people dead. At the time, the IDF said the target was Wissam Farhat, a senior commander in Hamas's armed wing.
In five of the strikes, Israel gave no warning, U.N. officials said.
The report comes amid rising scrutiny of Israel's use of force -- and the U.S. role in supplying weapons -- in a war that has killed more than 37,000 people in Gaza and left much of the enclave in rubble.

A Palestinian walks through rubble in Beit Lahia, in northern Gaza, on June 12. (Mahmoud Issa/Reuters)


As recently as March, the Biden administration quietly authorized a large transfer of bombs and fighter jets to Israel. And, as The Washington Post reported this week, the Biden administration put pressure on Democratic lawmakers to greenlight a major arms sales to Israel.
But in May, the administration elected for the first time to pause a shipment of thousands of weapons to Israel, including 2,000-pound bombs, amid mounting concern about the country's plan to expand a military operation in Rafah, a densely packed area of southern Gaza.
On Tuesday, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu accused the Biden administration of "withholding" weapons and ammunition from Israel -- a claim that caused bewilderment among some administration officials.
"We genuinely do not know what he is talking about," White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre told journalists Tuesday. She said one shipment was paused and conversations with Israeli officials were ongoing for its potential release. "Everything else is moving in due process," she said.
In his video, posted Tuesday on X, Netanyahu said he told Secretary of State Antony Blinken during the official's recent visit to Israel: "It's inconceivable that in the past few months, the administration has been withholding weapons and ammunitions to Israel."
Israeli government spokesman David Mencer, responding to a report that the White House canceled a meeting with Israeli officials over the video, said at a briefing Wednesday that "it's normal for there to be disagreements, of course, in all partnerships. But the prime minister's comments speak for themselves."
Netanyahu is under pressure at home, where dissatisfaction is growing over his handling of the war in Gaza and what critics say is his refusal to commit to a cease-fire deal that would secure the release of 120 hostages still being held in Hamas captivity in Gaza. Thousands demonstrated against Netanyahu and his government in Jerusalem on Monday and Tuesday, demanding early elections and a hostage deal in the first of several protests scheduled for this week.
President Isaac Herzog struck a more appreciative tone about U.S. support to Israel during a meeting with members of the U.S. Congress on Wednesday.
"We are utterly grateful to the United States of America for standing with us in this war. And I'm very grateful to the president of the United States for being here at the beginning of the war and making a clear message on behalf of the American people," he told the bipartisan delegation led by Rep. Steny H. Hoyer (D-Md.).
Israel said in a statement that it rejected the conclusions of the report by the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights about its actions in Gaza. Israel's envoy to the United Nations in Geneva, Meirav Eilon Shahar, accused the office of "spreading unfounded allegations."
The group set out to assess whether Israeli attacks in Gaza followed the principles in international law of "proportionality, distinction, precaution and necessity," Ajith Sunghay, head of the Palestinian territories branch of the U.N. agency, said in a news conference Wednesday.
Under international humanitarian law, armed factions must weigh whether the level of civilian harm an attack might cause is proportional to the military advantage of carrying it out. They are not supposed to launch indiscriminate attacks and should warn civilians ahead of targeting populated areas.
"Our message here is, with these weapons in a densely populated area like Gaza, it would be extremely difficult, if not impossible, to follow those four principles," Sunghay said.
Sunghay said Israeli military investigators had opened fact-finding probes into five of the six incidents mentioned in the U.N. report -- but he called for an independent investigation into each attack and accountability for perpetrators of violations.
The U.N. agency also criticized Palestinian militants Wednesday for embedding weapons or personnel among the civilian population in Gaza.
"However, the mere presence of one commander -- or even several fighters, or of several distinct military objectives in one area -- does not turn an entire neighborhood into a military objective," U.N. human rights spokesman Jeremy Laurence said.
He added that states supplying arms to belligerent parties are obligated under international law to ensure the recipient is abiding by the laws of war.
Wednesday's report, based on open-source information, interviews and other documentation, covers the period from Oct. 7 to Dec. 2. The findings come as the United States weighs whether to release a shipment of the types of heavy bombs mentioned in the report.
Palestinian militants' repeated launches of unguided rockets into Israel since October also constitute war crimes, the commission said.

The Iron Dome air defense system fires to intercept rockets from the Gaza Strip in Ashkelon, Israel, last year. (Tsafrir Abayov/AP)


Sunghay said Wednesday that he stands by his office's findings, which he said were based on careful evidence collection and analysis as well as consultation with outside military experts. Palestinians in Gaza are "barely surviving," said Sunghay, who recently returned from a mission to the enclave.
A merchant vessel was reportedly sunk in the Red Sea after it was attacked by Houthi forces from Yemen. The United Kingdom Maritime Trade Operations agency said "maritime debris and oil" were seen in the last known location of the Liberian-flagged, Greek-owned bulk carrier Tutor. The ship came under attack from a Houthi drone ship on June 12 as it was traveling to Egypt. It is the second ship to have sunk during the Yemeni rebels' months-long campaign against vessels it views as connected to the United States, Israel or the war in Gaza.
The Rafah crossing between Israel and Egypt is "completely destroyed," Israeli media reported. The IDF razed the crossing last month, trapping Gazans seeking to evacuate from the besieged enclave, and shuttering an important artery for incoming aid. The destruction, reported by correspondents for Israel's Channel 13 and Israeli Army Radio, could complicate efforts to surge aid to Gazans if a cease-fire deal is reached, and as Israel winds down its operation in Rafah.
Israel struck two military sites belonging to Syria's armed forces around the Golan Heights, the Hezbollah-owned Al-Manar TV said Wednesday. The Israeli drone strikes around Quneitra and Daraa in southern Syria killed one officer, the official Syrian state news agency reported. The strike comes amid repeated cross-border attacks along the Israel-Lebanon border.
Hezbollah will invade northern Israel if the IDF starts a war on the Lebanese border, Hasan Nasrallah, leader of the Lebanese militant group and political party, said in a speech Wednesday. Skirmishes between Hezbollah and the IDF on the border  have been simmering for months, threatening to boil over into an all-out war. Nasrallah also warned Cyprus against getting involved; he insinuated that the small Mediterranean country was poised to assist the IDF but did not provide evidence for his claims.
A French court overturned a ban on Israeli companies attending one of the largest weapons expos in the world. Paris's Commerce Tribunal ordered that the ban, which was put in place by organizers of the Eurosatory forum at the request of French authorities, should be reversed, according to Patrick Klugman, a lawyer who worked on the legal appeal and who called the ban "discriminatory."
At least 37,396   people have been killed and 85,523 injured in Gaza since the war started, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between civilians and combatants but says the majority of the dead are women and children. Israel estimates that about 1,200 people were killed in Hamas's Oct. 7 attack, including more than 300 soldiers, and it says 310 soldiers have been killed since the launch of its military operations in Gaza.
Lior Soroka in Tel Aviv, Suzan Haidamous and Sarah Dadouch in Beirut, and John Hudson in Washington contributed to this report.
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IRS says it will deny most claims of pandemic tax credit for employers
Tax officials see "red flags" in at least 70 percent of claims for the Employee Retention Credit program, IRS Commissioner Danny Werfel said.
By Hannah Ziegler | 2024-06-20

The IRS launched a withdrawal process last year for the Employee Retention Tax Credit. (Patrick Semansky/AP)


The IRS said Thursday that it plans to deny the vast majority of claims for the Employee Retention Credit program, which was meant to help businesses get through the pandemic but has been dogged by suspicions of fraud.
"We're seeing clear indicators that the vast majority, at least 70 percent of the ERC claims currently awaiting processing, have red flags about their accuracy," IRS Commissioner Danny Werfel said Thursday. "A lot of these claims simply aren't valid."
Congress created the tax credit in March 2020 to help businesses that kept paying employees after being shut down early in the pandemic. Despite narrow guidelines for what businesses could qualify for the credit, applications for the program have surged across the last three years, and the IRS stopped processing new claims last September. The agency will continue that moratorium.
The IRS said Thursday it has investigated 1 million claims worth about $86 billion. The IRS plans to deny between 10 and 20 percent of the highest-risk claims in the near future and will continue investigating another 60 to 70 percent of claims that show an "unacceptable level of risk," the agency said.
The tax credit only applied to certain businesses, including those that saw a steep decline in revenue or those that were fully or partially shut down by government orders, such as restaurants and theaters. But the tax credit program has been the target of aggressive marketing tactics with robocallers and TV ads promising businesses they could receive $26,000 in tax credits for each employee retained. Companies behind the ads offered to file claims in exchange for a payout from the refund.
"You couldn't turn on the TV or radio without coming across an ERC ad," Werfel said.
Businesses have filed 3.6 million claims for the ERC since the program's debut, The Post previously reported. The ERC's price tag has now ballooned to more than $232 billion, far exceeding Congress's initial expectations, Werfel said.
Nearly 5,000 businesses have withdrawn their ERC claims -- totaling $531 million -- since the IRS launched a withdrawal processes last year. Investigators have also initiated 450 criminal cases related to potentially fraudulent charges worth nearly $7 billion. Thirty-six criminal investigations into claims have resulted in federal charges, Werfel said.
The program initially was meant to run until April 2025, but the IRS is consulting with Congress about ending the program early, Werfel said.
This is a developing story. It will be updated.
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Bayer lobbies Congress to help fight lawsuits tying Roundup to cancer
Republicans have repeatedly pushed a provision -- drafted with Bayer's help -- that critics say would undo some nationwide pesticide protections.
By Tony Romm | 2024-06-20

(Anna Lefkowitz/The Washington Post; iStock)


The biotech giant Bayer has lobbied Congress over the past year to advance legislation that could shield the company from billions of dollars in lawsuits, part of a national campaign to defeat claims that its weedkiller Roundup causes cancer in people who use it frequently.
The measure threatens to make it harder for farmers and groundskeepers to argue that they were not fully informed about some health and safety risks posed by the popular herbicide. By erecting new legal barriers to bringing those cases, Bayer seeks to prevent sizable payouts to plaintiffs while sparing itself from a financial crisis.
At the heart of the lobbying push is glyphosate, the active ingredient in certain formulations of Roundup. Some health and environmental authorities contend it is a carcinogen, but the federal government -- which previously conducted its own review -- does not. Under local laws, thousands of plaintiffs have filed lawsuits targeting Roundup over the past decade, claiming at times they were never warned that regular exposure could cause them to develop debilitating or deadly diseases, such as non-Hodgkin's lymphoma.
Throughout the legal wrangling, Bayer has maintained that its popular weedkiller is safe, though it agreed to pay roughly $10 billion in a landmark settlement that concluded thousands of cases in 2020 without any admission of wrongdoing. Yet tens of thousands of additional claims remain unresolved, prompting Bayer to mount a nationwide lobbying campaign in hopes of reducing its risk of future liability.
In Washington, the company recently has set its sights on the sweeping legislation known as the farm bill, which Congress must adopt every five years to sustain federal agriculture and nutrition programs. The approximately 1,000-page House version of the measure contains a single section -- drafted with the aid of Bayer -- that could halt some lawsuits against Roundup, according to documents viewed by The Washington Post and seven people familiar with the matter, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss private conversations.
The provision builds on an earlier proposal introduced by Reps. Dusty Johnson (R-S.D.) and Jim Costa (D-Calif.), two members of the House Agriculture Committee. Bayer helped craft that measure, then circulated it among lawmakers to rally support before later pushing the House to add it to the farm bill, the people familiar with the effort said. The House doesn't yet have a vote scheduled on that package, which expires Sept. 30.
Johnson and Costa each declined through their spokespeople to be interviewed. Johnson said in a statement that his legislation chiefly aims to "prevent a patchwork of state requirements and regulations" around pesticides, and Costa said the measure would "create a more sustainable and secure food supply."
Jess Christiansen, the head of crop science and sustainability communications at Bayer, acknowledged that the company "worked with a lot of different lawmakers on different parts of the language."
Christiansen stressed there has been "no link to glyphosate, or the uses of Roundup, causing cancer." The bill, she added, is not meant as "a shield at all" to litigation.
"This is going to have to play out in the courts," she said.
The outcome carries immense financial stakes for Bayer, a German firm that acquired Roundup as part of its 2018 purchase of Monsanto, a sprawling American agricultural and chemical giant. The $63 billion deal saw Bayer inherit a vast series of costly lawsuits that have since cut deeply into its bottom line -- posing what Bill Anderson, the company's chief executive, described as an "existential" threat during a speech at an industry conference this spring.
By its own count, Bayer said it has faced about 170,000 claims alleging that Roundup harmed agricultural workers exposed to the weedkiller for long periods. Even after its landmark 2020 settlement, roughly one-third of those claims are outstanding, and in some instances, juries have awarded sky-high monetary damages to plaintiffs at trial. In January, for example, a Philadelphia court initially awarded John McKivison, a local warehouse worker, more than $2 billion after he was diagnosed with non-Hodgkin's lymphoma that he said was due to repeated contact with Roundup.
Bayer previously set aside $16 billion to resolve Roundup-related cases, and it has fought vigorously to reduce the damages -- with varying degrees of success. It persuaded a court in June to slash what it owed McKivison to $400 million, while signaling it would further appeal the ruling, as it looks to mount a broader legal challenge against the authority of state and local governments to regulate pesticide and herbicide warning labels in the first place. McKivison also plans to appeal; one of his lawyers did not respond to a request for comment.
In the meantime, Bayer also has sought to reshape federal, state and local laws, hoping to erect a blockade against future lawsuits. Over the past year, the company has helped advance bills in Idaho, Iowa and Missouri, according to state lobbying records, each of which could effectively immunize the company against allegations that its chemicals can cause cancer. Top company executives have promised to push these policies more aggressively -- and in a wider array of states -- in the coming legislative year.
"We know that legislative solutions are not usually quick in coming, but we feel like it is the right thing to pursue, and we will see how and how long it takes and when we could get such progress," Anderson told investors on an earnings call last month.
But Bayer has paid special attention to Washington, recognizing that a victory in the nation's capital could "cover all of the U.S.," the chief executive said -- creating a single federal standard that could help stamp out many of its legal woes.
"They've been losing, so they're coming to Congress with hat in hand trying to change the law," said Daniel Savery, a senior legislative representative for Earthjustice, a climate advocacy group.

Roundup weedkiller products are seen at a home improvement store in Chicago in 2019. (Scott Olson/Getty Images)


Bayer's lobbyists have focused on the Agricultural Labeling Uniformity Act, which would limit state and local governments from issuing their own rules about pesticide safety warnings. Instead, they would be required to follow the lead of the federal government on what to label and when -- an approach that Johnson described last year as an effort to combat "political agendas" that threaten to "instill fear in consumers."
"Imagine cereal companies having to make a different box for each of the 50 states," he said in a statement. "It would cause confusion for buyers and the seller. My bill is the same concept but for pesticide labels, and it simply reaffirms what is already in the law."
That measure could effectively shut down some of the lawsuits against Bayer, legal experts said. The legislation aims to prevent local governments and courts from being able to "penalize or hold liable any entity for failing to comply" with rules for pesticide warnings that differ substantially from what the federal government already mandates.
At the moment, the Environmental Protection Agency does not treat the underlying chemical in Roundup as a carcinogen. While the agency plans to reevaluate its stance on glyphosate in 2026, its views are at odds with some global health authorities, including the World Health Organization's International Agency for Research on Cancer, which identified glyphosate as "probably carcinogenic" in 2015.
"If [Bayer] were successful in preempting state laws that require warnings, they would be successful in cutting off access to justice for the landscape workers and others who have been harmed by glyphosate," said Scott Faber, who leads government affairs efforts for the Environmental Working Group, a climate advocacy organization that has opposed Bayer.
Remmington Belford, a spokesman for the EPA, said in a statement that the agency's "underlying scientific findings regarding glyphosate, including its finding that glyphosate is not likely to be carcinogenic to humans, remain the same at this time." He pointed to other regulators around the world, including food and health officials in Europe, that have taken a similar approach as the United States has.
Christiansen, the Bayer executive, said the existing EPA review on pesticides is "rigorous," adding that the safety of glyphosate has "been backed by over 50 years of science and data." Still, the company announced in 2021 it would rework the active ingredients in the consumer versions of Roundup, describing the change as part of a strategy to "close the door on this litigation." (Professional and agricultural formulations were left unchanged at the time.)
Months before unveiling the agricultural labeling act, Johnson -- its lead sponsor -- solicited input from Bayer lobbyists, who shopped early drafts to congressional offices in hopes of securing bipartisan support, according to versions of the legislation obtained by The Post that date to March 2023. The company has spent about $9.6 million to lobby federal policymakers on the legislation and other related issues since the start of last year, according to government disclosures.
Anderson, Bayer's CEO, also has visited Washington multiple times since last fall to press his company's political interests, the company confirmed. Bayer further relied on the support and reach of other industry groups, including CropLife America, which represents pesticide and fertilizer manufacturers.
"Recent state actions on labeling have directly and unjustifiably contradicted EPA's scientific findings on certain pesticides' safety," Alexandra Dunn, the president of CropLife America, said in a statement, adding that these "actions create an unworkable, inconsistent patchwork of state pesticide labels."
The mere introduction of the labeling bill sparked broad outcry from lawmakers, local officials, public health experts and climate advocates, who feared thousands of people would not get the care and compensation they need after potentially harmful exposure to glyphosate. In a January letter, about 140 mayors and other leaders from states including Colorado, Georgia, Maryland and Texas warned that it would be "harmful to the public interest." While they did not mention Bayer by name, they raised alarm that Congress might make it "harder for our injured constituents to seek justice against irresponsible companies."
House Republicans nonetheless ramped up their efforts to append the labeling bill -- and its potential benefit for Bayer -- to a series of fast-moving, must-pass legislative packages.
Last year, GOP leaders added a version of the proposal to a measure funding the EPA, which did not become law. Johnson and other Republicans also worked to insert it in an unrelated package paving the way for Pentagon spending last summer, but that push similarly faltered. At the time, Bayer indicated lobbying on the annual legislation, known as the National Defense Authorization Act, federal records show.
In unveiling the House version of the farm bill earlier this year, Rep. Glenn Thompson (R-Pa.), the leader of the panel, called little attention to the two-page section or the billions of dollars potentially on the line for Bayer. But he heralded the overall package as the product of "extensive feedback from stakeholders and all members of the House."
His office declined to comment.
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Work Advice: Why won't my old employer hire me back?
I want to go back to my old job where I was liked and successful, but they rejected my application. Should I keep trying?
By Karla Miller | 2024-06-20

(iStock)


Reader: Three-and-a-half years ago, I started working for a tech company with colleagues from a previous role and was incredibly successful, landing a major deal during my second year that "saved" our team when we were struggling. I also was a leader in our employee affinity groups, mentored summer interns and hosted an all-hands call with our biggest customer.
About six months ago, my first boss who hired me out of college reached out and offered me a role with a small start-up. He recruited me pretty aggressively, appealing to me emotionally since I had just become a dad, going on about how it could set us all up for good.
Leaving my job for the start-up was the biggest professional mistake I've ever made. My boss was toxic when I was 25, and he remains the same 10 years later. The start-up is dysfunctional. There is gossip, lots of locker-room talk and constant jockeying to undermine other teams. The technology doesn't seem to be a priority.
My original company this week posted a job opening similar to my old role, under the same managers. I applied and within hours got the dreaded "not moving on with your application," without even having their recruiter screen me. I'm not sure why they won't hire me back. I left on good terms with a hug from my manager, and my director noted our success working together and expressed hope we would get to do so again. My former colleague in charge of diversity has told me one of their hiring goals is to rehire some "boomerang" employees each year. I was liked and respected by my colleagues, some of whom reached out to me on LinkedIn asking me to come back. Is there any point in trying to return to that company?
Karla: Boomeranging is one thing, but you're coming across as more of a ping-pong ball. It's okay not to have every step of your career mapped out, but you seem to be flying largely by the seat of your pants and letting hope blind you to evidence -- for example, taking your former boss at his word despite having seen his toxic side 10 years ago.
(Workshopping an analogy: Tech start-ups are the dude version of multilevel marketing. Whether they are hawking disruptive apps or scented oils, friends lure you in with promises of fun, freedom and financial gain -- but the further you are from being the founder, the less profit you can expect to see.)
Especially now that you have a child depending on you, it's time to really look closely at the facts before you knock again at your former employer's door. Start by figuring out why you were rejected.
It's possible your application was filtered out by an automated screener because you didn't include the appropriate keywords. Or, ironically, your experience may make you look overqualified (read: too expensive) for the old job.
It's also possible you were turned down for policy reasons. Despite your friend's comments about boomerang employees, the company may have an official or unofficial rule against hiring back anyone who left within the last year, even on good terms.
In the above cases, it might be worth holding out hope of returning to your old employer after the boomerang period expires. Or you could use your start-up experience to come back at a higher position with a bigger salary than your previous role offered.
But you also have to consider that maybe your performance wasn't valued as much as you hoped. Maybe people in charge of the decision want to punish you for leaving, or just have it in for you. That's not a situation you would want to return to even if you could.
So how do you find out the real story? First, when you have recent history with an employer, don't start by running the application gantlet as if you're a new candidate fresh off the street. Take advantage of your existing network to find out whether your history is working for or against you, and whether trying to get rehired is even worth the effort.
Ask friends who are still with the employer what they know about the position and the current environment. If you can, track down whoever recently vacated the role and ask why they're leaving. If you make it known to your connections that you're open to being rehired, word will spread to people making the decision.
And shift your mind-set from "Why don't they want me back?" to "Why do I want to return?" You have choices besides staying put or going back. If you've outgrown the role and the employer in the last six months, would getting rehired feel like progress, or retreat? What did the start-up offer that the old job didn't, and what other employers might be offering something similar? Use what you have learned from this experience, as well as input from your network, to help you scout ahead before you make your next jump.
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I don't want to call my in-laws 'mom' and 'dad'. Give advice to this Hax question.
Every week, we ask readers to think like an advice columnist and submit their advice to a question Carolyn Hax hasn't answered.
By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2024-06-20

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


Carolyn Hax can't get to every question she receives, so every week we ask readers to think like an advice columnist and submit their advice. Out of the many great responses we receive, we select a few standouts to publish on Wednesdays. 
Previous reader questions have been about worries for a daughter dating someone much older, finding hope after being cheated on and whether a boyfriend's disdain for dogs is a dealbreaker. No matter the question, Carolyn's readers always show up with thoughtful and useful advice. You can read last week's question and responses here.
This week's question is below. Check back on Wednesday to read our favorite answers. Responses may be edited for length or clarity.
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Remembering a giant of winemaking in California and beyond
Warren Winiarski, who founded Stag's Leap Wine Cellars in Napa Valley, died this month at age 95. He leaves behind a rich legacy.
By Dave McIntyre | 2024-06-20

Wine industry pioneer Warren Winiarski looking at his chardonnay grapes in Napa Valley in 2013. (Liz Hafalia/Associated Press)


America lost a wine legend June 7 with the passing of Warren Winiarski at age 95. Winiarski is best known as the founder of Stag's Leap Wine Cellars, the Napa Valley winery whose cabernet sauvignon bested the best of Bordeaux in the Judgment of Paris tasting in 1976 and proved once and for all that American wine could compete with France's top bottles. But he was so much more.
Winemaker, scholar, mentor, environmental activist, philanthropist: Winiarski was all of these. He was instrumental in creating Napa Valley's Agricultural Preserve to protect against urban sprawl from San Francisco. He was the leading sponsor of -- even the impetus behind -- the Smithsonian Institution's Food History Project at the National Museum of American History, where he and his wife, Barbara, also helped fund the restoration of the Star Spangled Banner. Their contributions to their alma mater, St. John's University, helped lower tuition costs for students at the school's campuses in Annapolis and Santa Fe. (Barbara passed away in 2021.) Winiarski's donations also founded the UC Davis's wine writers library, a growing repository of the world's best writings about wine.
I first met Winiarski in 2012, at the opening of the American history museum's exhibit "Food: Transforming the American Table," which he and Barbara sponsored, and then several times over the past dozen years. He was always modest, unassuming and professorial, speaking of wine in terms of the golden rectangle and Euclidean geometry as a standard of perfection. He pronounced his name Vin-ee-ar-ski, and I never heard him correct anyone who Anglicized it. If something didn't meet his expectations, however -- an inattentive waiter or a disappointing bottle -- a sharp edge could appear from underneath his soft-spoken demeanor.
Winiarski was born in Chicago in 1928. Although his family name derived from the Polish word for winemaker, he studied political science and social thought. While researching Machiavelli in Florence in the early 1950s, he experienced wine as a part of daily life. Later, while he was teaching at the University of Chicago, a friend brought Winiarski a wine made by Philip Wagner of Maryland's Boordy Vineyards that convinced him to make winemaking his calling. He didn't head back east, though, instead moving his young family to California in 1964. He apprenticed with Lee Stewart at Souverain Cellars (now Burgess winery), then became Robert Mondavi's assistant winemaker, helping produce Mondavi's first vintage, in 1966, while the now-iconic winery was under construction.
Then Winiarski took an interesting detour. Between working for Mondavi and establishing Stag's Leap Wine Cellars in 1970, he helped Denver dentist Gerald Ivancie buy California grapes and truck them back to Colorado. There they made Colorado's first wines from European grape varieties and jump-started the state's modern wine industry. Their names now grace a viticulture and enology institute at Colorado Mesa University in Palisade, and for years Winiarski served as a judge for the state Governor's Cup wine competition.
The epiphany wine from Maryland and his Colorado connection are little-known aspects of Winiarski's story. They show his perspective was never limited to California. He saw wine as a part of American life. The Judgment of Paris tasting of 1976 made wine -- Winiarski's in particular -- part of the American story.

Winiarski during the initial planting of Stag's Leap in the late 1960s. (Courtesy of Winiarski Family)


When told his 1973 Stag's Leap Cellars Cabernet Sauvignon had won the Paris tasting, besting some of Bordeaux's most famous labels as judged by top French wine experts, Winiarski replied, "That's nice." He soon realized the impact the result would have on California wine and on himself. Today, a bottle of that wine is in the Smithsonian collection, along with a bottle of Chateau Montelena's 1973 Chardonnay, the top-scoring white wine. (Mike Grgich, who made that chardonnay, passed away in December of last year.)
Nearly two decades later, Winiarski contacted the Smithsonian to ask how they planned to commemorate the 20th anniversary of the Paris Tasting. There were no plans, so Winiarski sponsored a symposium on the tasting that led to the creation of what is now known as the Smithsonian Food History Project. Winiarski sponsored several Smithsonian wine events, including a 40th-anniversary commemoration of the Paris tasting and an event highlighting Mexican winemakers in Napa. In 2021, he granted the program $4 million to endow a permanent curator.
Many of Napa's leading winemakers can trace their craft back to early work they did for Winiarski, including John Williams of Frog's Leap winery, who recalls bottling the winning wine when he worked at Stag's Leap in 1975 and 1976. "In any narrative of Napa Valley, Warren and Barbara's names will be writ large," Williams said in an email. He cited their advocacy for the Ag Preserve and philanthropy, as well as "Warren's profound influence on the many who worked for and with him."
Steve Matthiasson, who makes sought-after wines with his wife, Jill Klein Matthiasson, and consults for several wineries, remembers Winiarski's focus on the craft. "He impressed upon a phenomenal number of other winemakers that they are artisans with a point of view and an obligation to produce something unique and timeless," said Matthiasson, who began consulting for Winiarski in 2006. "He elevated wine from a simple daily beverage to something that could be profound."
Winiarski sold Stag's Leap Wine Cellars in 2007 for a reported $185 million. While that allowed him to expand his philanthropic efforts, he continued to tend a small chardonnay vineyard he owned in Napa Valley's Coombsville district. When he died, he was preparing for his 60th harvest.
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This fruity riesling delivers classic balance for just $15
A Washington state riesling, an outstanding Provencal rose and a gripping Rhone red are this week's sips.
By Dave McIntyre | 2024-06-20

From left: Barnard Griffin Riesling 2021, Roseblood d'Estoublon Rose 2023, Mas des Infermieres Source Rouge 2021. (Scott Suchman/for The Washington Post)


When I saw Barnard Griffin's riesling on sale at a local store recently, I couldn't resist snapping up a bottle, as this was one of my early favorite wineries from Washington state. The winery is now in its second generation, as founders Rob Griffin and Deborah Barnard have their youngest daughter, Megan Hughes, winemaker. The wine didn't disappoint. (Look for their rose of sangiovese, too!) Also this week, we have an outstanding rose from Provence and an eye-opening, savory syrah-dominant red from Luberon from film director Ridley Scott.
Columbia Valley, Wash., $15
Here's a classic Columbia Valley riesling from one of my favorite Washington wineries, now in its second generation. The wine is slightly off-dry, and features flavors of apples and pears. It's beautifully balanced and delicious on its own or with lighter fare. Alcohol by volume: 12.3 percent. Bottle weight: 450 grams (Light).
Distributed locally by Winebow.
Coteaux Varois en Provence, France, $25
As the name suggests, this rose is floral, with aromas of rose and lavender wrapped around flavors of strawberries and raspberries. The texture is soft, giving an impression of sweetness while the acidity quietly carries the wine to a dry finish. ABV: 12.5 percent. BW: 650 grams (Heavy).
Imported by Vintus. Distributed locally by RNDC.
Luberon, France, $30
Mas des Infermieres is the summer estate of filmmaker Ridley Scott in the Luberon appellation of the Rhone Valley, north of Aix-en-Provence. The red wine is predominantly syrah, giving it a savory sensibility similar to the syrah-based wines of the northern Rhone, while 30 percent grenache adds brightness and power. The label also makes a delicious rose (of grenache and syrah) and a fantastic white (grenache blanc, rolle and roussanne); the red is a step above. The winery is certified as "haute valeur environnementale" for sustainability, as well as "bee-friendly." ABV: 14 percent. BW: 560 grams (Average).
Imported and distributed locally by Baron Francois.
Prices are approximate. For availability, check Wine.com, Wine-searcher.com and the websites and social media feeds of the wineries, importers, distributors, and your favorite local wine store. You can also ask your local retailer to order wines from the distributors listed. Bottle weight is included, because this is the single most important contributor to wine's carbon footprint. Have wine questions for Dave McIntyre? Send them to Food@washpost.com.
 Good: The wine delivers what it promises at a fair price. If it says chardonnay, it tastes like chardonnay.
 Excellent: A wine with character and added interest. May elevate your eyebrows at the first sip.
 Extraordinary: An exciting wine that stands out from others in its class. Fist-pumping, table-thumping good.
 Sublime: Otherworldly. May have you thinking, "So this is what they were talking about."
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Parenting chat: How do we tell our kids about dad's estrangement from his family?
Meghan Leahy, a parenting coach, author, mother of three, takes your questions about the all encompassing job we call parenting.
By Meghan Leahy | 2024-06-20

(The Washington Post)


Meghan Leahy, a parenting coach, author, mother of three, who writes the parenting advice column for The Post takes your questions about the all encompassing job we call parenting.
This is Meghan's final live chat. Her column will continue and you can submit questions here.
Stuck on what to ask? Here are a few good examples:
Submit your questions below. The box includes a space for your name, but providing it is optional. Questions may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
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A chopped salad is a catchall that's easy to adapt
This shrimp salad with green goddess dressing can be modified with whatever herbs and protein you have handy.
By Julia Turshen | 2024-06-20

Green Goddess Chopped Salad With Shrimp. (Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post )


I spent the earliest years of my career working part-time as a private chef to supplement my writing income. When I tell people about this time in my life, I often get asked about the dishes I would make, and the assumptions skew toward fancy restaurant food.
Sure, there are plenty of those types of private chefs out there, but that was never me. I've always been a proud home cook, not a restaurant chef. This meant that my clients ended up being people who wanted my type of food. If someone wanted restaurant-level menus served in their house, I was the wrong fit for them. If they wanted home cooking, I was their person.
I made dishes such as pots of chicken soup, big batches of meatballs, platters of pasta and roasted potatoes, and endless iterations of grilled vegetables topped with herbs, nuts, cheese, lemon and olive oil. For dessert, I baked cobblers, crisps and homey cakes. No pastries on my watch! For lunch, I'd offer BLTs or tuna melts, sometimes burgers or grilled fish sandwiches. I'd serve these with sides such as herby potato salad, or tomato and peach salads. And I'd often make chopped salads, one of my absolute favorite things to prepare and eat.
Get the recipe: Green Goddess Chopped Salad With Shrimp
I love chopped salads because anything can go in them. They're a catchall. They're a way to turn a side dish into a hearty, substantial meal. And one of my best versions was the one I'm sharing with you today: a Tex-Mex-inspired, crunchy romaine salad adorned with corn, black beans and radishes, all topped with seared shrimp and enveloped with creamy green goddess dressing.

Green goddess dressing made with basil, cilantro, parsley, avocado, garlic and honey. (Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post )


For this salad, I lean on canned corn and black beans, because the first is reliably sweet and the second reliably tender. Plus, they're both quick and easy to use, a key for a busy private chef -- or just anyone trying to make dinner. Of course, if there's fresh sweet corn where you live, by all means, use it!
For the dressing, I employ avocado as the fat rather than oil, only because I find it's a great strategy for avocados that have gone a little mushy. If you'd prefer to use mayonnaise (regular or vegan), you can (just see the substitutions list below the recipe for amounts). The herbs in the dressing are also flexible, and this is an ideal way to finish off any extra herbs you may have on hand. One last note about the dressing: You'll probably have leftovers, which can be used as a dip for vegetables or as a spread on sandwiches.
Feel free to riff on everything else in the salad. Use what you've got, and experiment with different combinations. Be your own private chef!
Get the recipe: Green Goddess Chopped Salad With Shrimp
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Ask Sahaj: My family says I'm 'selfish' for not wanting my mom to live with me
A recently divorced mom doesn't want her mother to move in with her and feels guilty about her family's response.
By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2024-06-20

(Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


Dear Sahaj: I'm in my mid-40s and have a tween daughter. I recently got divorced after being married to a White guy -- who my family didn't approve of -- for 20 years. My dad sadly passed away and my mom has been living with my sibling for the last several years. She didn't want to live with me because of my ex but now that I'm divorced she's wanting to do all the things with me -- move in, go on vacations, etc.
My daughter and mom can't communicate well due to the language barrier and because my mom is hard of hearing. My mom puts in no effort to engage with her. I understand that after my dad's passing she had to leave everything behind to move to a foreign country. However, she has quite a harsh tongue, criticizes liberally and hardly ever compliments anyone.
Post-divorce, I'm trying to do the best for my daughter and maintain the strong bond between us as she's stepping into her teen years. I honestly do not want my mom to move in with me or go on all the vacations with me, but I understand my sibling can use a break. I've tried to be honest and speak openly with my family but they say, "Mom will help you out with cooking, etc. since you are already overburdened with parenting and working a job."
Being the youngest in the family, I didn't learn how to build healthy boundaries. When I try to explain this situation to my family, I'm met with words that make me feel guilty, like, "You can't even take care of your own mom?" Or, "What kind of a daughter are you?" Or, "Selfish!"
How do I handle this situation?
-- Single Mom
Single Mom: You don't want your mom to move in with you, and that's okay. However, you are struggling and feeling paralyzed by guilt. There is helpful guilt that propels change, and then there's unhelpful guilt that causes pain, anxiety and self-blame. Before you take on unhelpful guilt, consider what other feelings you have that are creating tension in your relationships. These may be frustration, disappointment and even resentment.
Your interactions in your relationships don't happen in a vacuum, and I wonder if your family's lack of support toward your past marriage is contributing to what you feel -- especially if there's an expectation to "be normal" now that your ex is out of the picture. It's important to process these emotions to clearly understand what you want right now and move forward.
Guilt is not uncommon in families where  it's expected each person will prioritize it. In your case, you want to do right by your mom and sibling. When you step out of your expected role, it's natural to worry that you are doing something "wrong." However, you have to interrogate your guilt and get clarity on your values. This may mean the way you value "family" is different for you -- and your daughter -- than it is for your mom or sibling. You may also find that how you envision being a "good daughter" or "good sister" is different from what your family believes to be true about these roles. You may find that your guilt is rooted in simply wanting something different from what is expected of you, but this does not inherently mean you are doing something wrong.
With that said, there are other things to think about. Is there a compromise of how long your mom could stay with you to give your sibling a break? Are there some, but not all, vacations your mom could join? And most important, is there a deeper conversation you can have with your sibling about a long-term plan so everyone's needs are met? Take some time -- alone, with a trusted friend, or even with a professional -- to really think through what you are okay with, what you are willing to compromise on, and what you are absolutely unwilling to tolerate or negotiate.
Then in a one-on-one conversation with your sibling, you can start by saying something like, "After thinking this through, I have decided I don't want mom to move in with me and [daughter]. Can we discuss alternative plans together?" Or, "I've spent time thinking about this and want to share what would work for me when it comes to Mom. I also want to hear what you want so we can come up with a solution together." In case you encounter pushback, be prepared with something succinct and clear that you can repeat to stand in your boundary. This may be, "I know it may not make sense to you but this is what is best for me." Or, "[Daughter] and I are navigating a major transition, and I believe it's best for us to do this alone right now."
Ultimately, you may be disappointing your family to protect your priorities -- your daughter and your mental health. However, when your needs and desires are conflicting with those of your family, the healthy solution is compromise and finding a way to bridge these differences. The unhealthy solution is one person having to forgo their needs or desires. And the painful solution is disconnecting from the relationship because there is no mutually agreed-upon solution.
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The best paint colors for dark rooms, according to pros
Hint: Light colors aren't the only option for dressing up a dreary space.
By Kathryn O'Shea-Evans | 2024-06-20
When faced with choosing a paint color for a lowlight room, you can go one of two ways: Attempt to do magic tricks with lighter shades, or embrace the darkness. "I think you can go light or dark to sort of maximize those lowlight spaces," said Beth Webb, a designer in Atlanta.
Even the most cheerful designers find themselves leaning into cave life at times: "I like to just embrace the fact that it's a darker, moodier space and not try to make it feel artificially brighter," said Alexandra Kaehler, a designer in Winnetka, Ill.
Others gravitate toward lighter options, for good reason. "In rooms where light is limited, pale colors generally work well due to having a higher light reflectance value," Andrea Magno, director of color marketing & development at Benjamin Moore, said in an email. "What this means is that the natural light that is present will reflect from the surface of the wall, making the overall room feel a bit lighter."
Alex Papachristidis, a designer in New York, often selects a sunny choice. "I'm not such a dark room person by nature," he said. "Even if I do paint a room or upholster a room in a dark color, I tend to use light trim because I like that kind of juxtaposition of the heavy and light. And I also like light ceilings."
Another key consideration is the type of daylight your room receives. "Think about the direction the room is facing and what kind of light, albeit limited, is coming into the room," Magno wrote. "If the room is north-facing, the light is indirect and cooler, [so] opting for a color with more warmth in its undertone will help create a more welcoming mood."
We asked design pros their favorite colors for dusky interiors. Here are their suggestions.

Benjamin Moore's Cloud White. (Benjamin Moore)



Benjamin Moore cloud white. (William Abranowicz/Art + Commerce) 


"Cloud White has always been one of my favorite whites," Papachristidis said. "It's just a very soft, very neutral white: It's not too white, it's not too yellow, it's not too pink." In this entry space with limestone floors and casing, he applied it on the walls as well as the vaulted ceiling. "I think it looks beautiful in the daytime. I think it looks beautiful at night. It's just always been a go-to for me."

Domingue Finishes's "Perle." (Domingue Finishes)



The Geier residence in Seaside, Fla. Interior design by Beth Webb, architecture by Tim Adams. (Lisa Romerein)


Webb likes the light-reflecting qualities in Domingue Finishes' lime wash paints, which are made in Italy and Belgium. "It's all potassium silicate, which is a mineral paint and it's extraordinary," she said. "It gives it a depth, because if you think about it, a latex is just that: It's plastic. It lacks dimension, so it doesn't have the same light-refracting quality." In this powder room without any windows, Webb said she paired a light-bouncing antiqued mirror with Domingue Finishes' Perle to change "the complexion of the light."

Farrow & Ball's Stone Blue. (Farrow & Ball)



Kyle O'Donnell, principal and founder of Gramercy Design, used Farrow and Ball's Stone Blue to provide depth and interest in an area that receives little natural light. (Gramercy Design)


"This Library in a 'Classic 6' on the Upper West Side comprises the central spine of the apartment which receives no natural light," Kyle O'Donnell, principal and founder of Gramercy Design in New York, said in an email. They painted the paneling and molding Stone Blue by Farrow & Ball. "The rich, saturated color provides visual interest in the absence of exterior windows," he said. They used the British paint company's estate eggshell finish, which O'Donnell said has a 20 percent sheen that "gently reflects light from the library sconces above." They also painted the doors Benjamin Moore's Deep Space, a blue-black that creates contrast and "makes the saturated tones of the blue paneling appear brighter," O'Donnell said.

Benjamin Moore's Black Beauty. (Benjamin Moore)



Painting the duct work with the same color used on the walls and ceiling of this dining room helped hide it. (Ingalls Photography/Blitzer & Company)


Painting the walls, ceiling and overhead duct work of this Walland, Tenn., dining room in Benjamin Moore's Black Beauty had an added bonus: hiding the functional HVAC system, a visual eyesore. The velvety matte finish was also "an easy and inexpensive way to create drama," designer Christine Carney, of Blackberry Farm Design, said in an email. She added that it works particularly well in powder rooms, TV rooms or wet bars, "where darkened rooms feel natural and welcome."

Farrow & Ball's Sulking Room Pink. (Farrow & Ball)



This pink is vibrant enough that it's not washed out in a dark space. (Lisa Petrole)


Designer Jean Liu used Farrow & Ball's Sulking Room Pink to lighten a Fredericksburg, Tex., living room clad in ebony-stained white oak millwork. "It's got this mid-value hue that allowed us to brighten the space, but it wasn't so light that those blush tones were completely washed out," Liu said.

Benjamin Moore's Fog Mist. (Benjamin Moore)



Gideon Mendelson, founder and creative director of Mendelson Group, said Benjamin Moore's Fog Mist gives the same vibe of white but looks more intentional. (Eric Piasecki)


"Sometimes when you see white walls -- and this is very popular right now -- it almost feels like an unfinished treatment. It looks like you primed and forgot to paint," said Gideon Mendelson, founder and creative director of Mendelson Group. To counteract that tendency, Mendelson selected Fog Mist, a grayish white, for a Brooklyn living room. "It gives you the same impact that white has, but it feels like you made a choice."

Benjamin Moore's Yellow Clover. (Benjamin Moore)



Yellow can be a difficult color to work with, but Mendelson likes that this tone feels sophisticated and lively. (Tim Lenz)


Mendelson also went light for a kitchen on the North Fork of Long Island, using Benjamin Moore's Yellow Clover on the upper cabinets and island. "Yellow can be a very tough color," he said. "But in this particular kitchen, it just adds a little bit of happiness without being too buttercup. It's not tennis ball yellow. It has a little bit of a greige-y, mustardy tone to it, so it still feels sophisticated while at the same time adding a little bit of life to the space."

Farrow & Ball's Cook's Blue. (Farrow & Ball)



This paint color is strong enough to stand on its own without needing a lot of light. (Aimee Mazzenga)


This room in a Chicago brownstone does have a window, but it faces directly out onto the building next door. "We really felt like, 'Let's embrace the moodiness of it,'" said Kaehler, who wanted a color with a lot of depth. "Certain colors really come to life when they have natural light on them. And then there's other colors that are really interesting and dimensional without a whole lot of natural light." Farrow & Ball's Cook's Blue is one of the latter. "It had a lot of personality," Kaehler said.
Kathryn O'Shea-Evans is a design and travel writer in Colorado.
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How to care for houseplants during a heat wave
Expert advice on how to protect your houseplants as temperatures soar: Water frequently, keep them out of sunny windows, and maybe consider a cactus.
By Frances Vinall | 2024-06-20

(iStock)


As the temperature spikes across large parts of the world, green thumbs are preparing their watering strategies and taking steps to care for their plants. Houseplants, like their garden-planted siblings, can suffer in excessive heat, whether from the outside temperature or the air conditioner.
Emily Griswold, a director of horticulture at the UC Davis Arboretum and Public Garden, shared her advice on keeping plants healthy and happy in a heat wave.
The equation is simple: When it is hotter, plants need more water. Container plants may need daily or twice-daily watering in extreme heat, according to Iowa State University.
Experts recommend watering plants in the early morning or evening, when it's cooler and less water will evaporate. However, "if your plant is dry, and the only time you can water it is 2 p.m., give your plant water," Griswold said.
Overwatering is still possible in hot weather, and some plant diseases thrive in hot, wet conditions, Griswold cautioned. Gardeners should follow the usual rule of thumb: Check the soil in the plant's pot, as deep as is possible, and only add water if it is dry.
Bottom watering is another good option for potted plants during a heat wave, said Karen Mitchell, a Purdue University College of Agriculture consumer horticulture extension specialist.
To do this, place a pot -- with a hole in it -- in a layer of water about an inch deep. Let it soak, allowing the roots to suck up the moisture and distribute it throughout the soil, until the soil feels moist toward the top of the pot when you touch it with your finger -- usually between 10 minutes and an hour, depending on the size of the plant.
Air conditioners can dry out plants and soil, and are an additional reason to be vigilant with watering and misting during a heat wave. Keeping plants out of the direct path of an air conditioning vent is advised.
One option can be to move plants to rooms with higher humidity, such as the bathroom or kitchen, during times of heightened air conditioner use, Griswold said.
According to Bloomscape, an indoor plant company, other options include using a humidifier, grouping plants together around a dish of water or using a pebble tray. To do this, place a layer of pebbles in a shallow tray, add water until the pebbles are almost covered and put the plant pot on top.
Along with dryness, a major concern during a heat wave for plants is sunburn, in which leaves lose their color and become brittle. This is especially a concern for plants with broad leaves that have a lot of surface area.
The simplest way to avoid this is to move a plant out of direct sunlight when the temperature spikes, whether it has been placed outdoors, on a balcony or by a window. If the plant cannot be moved, then the sun can be blocked with a shade covering -- even an umbrella, Griswold said.
She added that a plant with burned leaves is not necessarily a lost cause, and if it is watered and removed from the sun, eventual new growth can appear. "Plants are quite resilient," she said. "If it hasn't gone beyond what's called the permanent wilting point, it can still revive." A drip irrigation system, to slowly and deeply soak the soil, is one recommended treatment for a heat-stressed plant, she added.
Adding mulch around the roots of a container plant increases its resilience in hot weather, Griswold said, because it helps the plant conserve moisture and regulates the temperature of the soil.
Signs of heat stress include leaves rolling, cupping, wilting and drying around the edges, according to Oregon State University. It recommends against making changes such as spraying chemicals, fertilizing, pruning or replanting in extreme heat.
Spraying herbicides and pesticides can exacerbate sun scorch, experts at the Missouri Botanical Garden warn. Try to avoid spraying your plants during a heat wave, or move them out of the sunlight to do so.

A layer of pebbles covered in water can help keep plants hydrated. Or if the heat is really getting to your indoor garden, consider a cactus. (iStock)


Succulents, cactuses and aloes, which naturally grow in hot and dry environments, are a safer bet for surviving in hot weather. Other options, according to Good Earth Plant Company, a San Diego-based business, include pothos or Devil's Ivy, umbrella plants, geraniums and ponytail palms.
Griswold said that a useful general rule, as the world gets hotter, was to look at plants that thrive to the south of where you are, for those in the Northern Hemisphere. "In California, we're looking more to Baja California and the desert southwest," she said. "And if you were in the northeast, you might be looking to the southeast for ideas."
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Miss Manners: Decades later, weird comment still bothers me
How should this letter writer have responded to a weird comment someone said to her decades ago?
By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2024-06-20
Dear Miss Manners: When I was in my early 20s, I was returning from a trip to Europe with a friend and we stopped off to stay with her aunt and uncle for a few days. Shortly after we arrived, we were sitting around having what seemed to be a pleasant enough conversation, when suddenly her uncle said to me, "You're a nice middle-class girl."
I was stunned into silence, basically. I had no idea what to do or say, or why he had said that to me, but I was definitely feeling plenty on the inside. Decades later, to this day, this memory regularly surfaces with its accompanying feelings of helplessness and anger, and I always wonder how Miss Manners would have reacted (or not) in my place.
"Why, thank you. You are definitely not."
Dear Miss Manners: I have sold many items locally through ads placed online. Most buyers I've dealt with are nice, polite people. However, there are a few who seem interested, or even excited, about buying an item -- exchanging several back-and-forth emails with me -- but when it's time to meet for the sale, all communication goes dead.
I'm inclined to write to them, as I find this behavior discourteous, but don't know quite what to say. What would be appropriate and civil? I realize they may never read my response, but at least I'll have the satisfaction of expressing my reaction to their behavior.
It will be worse if they do read your response. Trust Miss Manners when she says that telling customers that they have bad manners, even if accurate, is both improper and bad for business.
Dear Miss Manners: Our neighbor of 25+ years has been given a very short time to live; the cancer came on suddenly and unexpectedly. She and her husband have been delightful dinner guests, as well as good neighbors, for years. They are good company, and our children grew up together. She's quite clearly decided to withdraw from the world in grief. We understand. It's devastating.
However, this is taking its toll on her husband. He's lost a good bit of weight and is very likely not eating well. He's the cook at their house, and a good one, but we imagine neither of them has much interest in eating. We have offered to cook some good, enjoyable dinners for them both. They've declined, very politely, which we can understand. We have also offered to just drop off a basket on their porch and send a text that it's there.
Might you be able to suggest how we can support our friends -- offer a respite from cooking and tempt their appetites -- while supporting their desire to be alone? We're dissolving in a puddle of helplessness here.
You do not have to assume that the wife is oblivious to all concerns but her own. Try to speak with her alone -- or, failing that, address a note only to her. Miss Manners would have you assure her that whatever boundaries the couple sets, you will, of course, respect. But add that you would appreciate the opportunity to prepare some meals -- as you are concerned for her husband's health, as well as for hers.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2024 Judith Martin
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Carolyn Hax: How to fix low self-esteem so it doesn't drag down a marriage?
How does this letter writer stop spiraling into self-loathing, to the point of needing reassurance over minor mistakes?
By Carolyn Hax | 2024-06-20

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


Adapted from an online discussion.
Dear Carolyn: I have always struggled with self-esteem. I don't think most people I know are aware of this, as I fake it pretty well and it doesn't intrude on my thinking that often. But after a social event, I'll often second-guess everything I said.
My husband is (rightly) frustrated that if he is upset with me about something I've done, even something minor -- say, I didn't call when I was running late -- I may spiral into self-loathing and require comforting before we can talk about it.
I am aware of this dynamic and am working on it specifically, with some success, but how do I change the underlying issue? All the advice I see about feeling better about yourself doesn't really seem actionable. It's "be kinder to yourself" and "give yourself the grace you give others." But isn't that circular? If I could do that, then I wouldn't have the problem in the first place.
How do I get there? HOW do I change my thinking so that I'm kinder to myself?
-- Faking It
Faking It: There may be an underlying health issue here, involving a formative trauma, or heredity -- meaning, not merely a choice. Your second-guessing of things you said at a party, that is perseverating, yes? So you could have neurological involvement, which may be something you can address with proper medical care.
You might be able to come up with a root cause on your own, if it's in plain-ish sight. This is what therapy is for, though, plus a full health work-up -- to get at the underlying stuff instead of just rearranging the surface. Merely addressing the symptoms can actually add stress if various attempts at fixing the problem are not effective. Instead of relief, it becomes an endless pointless chore. So demoralizing.
There's something here that warrants specific attention, though, right away: When you say that in response to your husband's valid frustration, "I may spiral ... and require comforting," you're describing more than a default to self-loathing. Getting upset with yourself is the immediate emotional response, yes -- but pulling others in under the pretext of soothing you is also a form of silencing. It's manipulation. Because of course he and others will think twice next time they want to object to something you've done.
I certainly don't endorse regular criticism of loved ones, but all of us need to feel comfortable speaking up when someone crosses a line, and we need to know others can do the same with us. It means we can trust our own eyes and ears about where we stand with people. When people instead suppress their true feelings, that creates the conditions for profound loneliness, blindsiding, ghosting, affairs and a bunch of other things that turn up every day in my queue.
So as you dig for the "origin story" of your reflexive insecurity, please also work on retraining your self-soothing impulses. What other things can you do to interrupt the spiraling besides lean on your husband? Can you take a walk? Do short, intense exercise? Read? Do yoga? Watch something engrossing?
Think: hitting refresh on a page that's not loading right. Powerful distractions can get your mind out of a rut just long enough to bypass your reflex behaviors and access your thinking behaviors: a small tweak with a potentially significant payoff.
If you do choose therapy for the foundation issues -- recommended -- then you may need weeks to get that going. Mindful diversions off the path of your habitual reactions are at your disposal today.
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Ask Amy: My close friend's apology for her snub wasn't enough
How does this letter writer get over a close friend not inviting them to two major celebrations?
By Amy Dickinson | 2024-06-20
Dear Amy: I'm having a hard time letting go of being snubbed by a close friend of many years. My friendship with "Shelley" included our spouses and children. We've celebrated, laughed, shared meals, vacations, worries and mourned together.
Recently I learned from a mutual friend that we both were excluded from two major celebrations hosted by her family. (Other members of my extended family and friend group were invited.)
Shelley recently saw me at a different social event, ran up to me and said: "Can you forgive me?" without naming the offense I was to forgive her for. I said, "Yes," but I'm hurt. She didn't acknowledge my comment, except to say that she's had a lot on her mind. Then she sort of drifted off.
It was a bizarre interaction and the apology felt glib. Ever since then she's attempted to interact with me at social events, but I've been keeping my distance. I don't know if I should just move on and simply realize that we are not as close as I thought -- or try to discuss it with her. I appreciate it when you tell people to just get over themselves.
Should I just get over myself and stop acting like a middle-schooler?
-- Snubbed in Seattle
Snubbed: You are not acting like a middle-schooler. You are feeling like a middle-schooler. Decoding this universal transference, I'll explain it this way: When adults fall in love (no matter our age), we feel like a high-schooler. When we are snubbed or excluded, we feel like a middle-schooler.
"Shelley" chose a crowded social event to pounce upon you and ask if you could forgive her. This is a genius middle-school move (also used by trained assassins in action movies) because it prevents you from reacting in front of a crowd. But Shelley forgot something. She forgot to apologize. Isn't an apology supposed to precede a bid for forgiveness?
At this point, you should choose to react like an adult, and say to her a version of: "What's going on with you? I am completely in the dark about why you have been excluding me. You've asked me to forgive you, but I don't know what I'm supposed to forgive you for because you haven't explained or apologized. I'd really like to clear the air."
Once you've owned your completely legitimate feelings and used your words to describe your perspective, it will be much easier to let go and move on.
Dear Amy: I have been going to the same car mechanic since I moved to a new city, four years ago. I know he's a dad because he has a son, but he has never worn a wedding ring. The last time I brought my car in, he offered to take it for a spin with me in the car, but I declined.
I've had a crush on this man since I first met him. Should I say so, or is this something I can't pursue?
-- Wanting in Oregon
Wanting: I had a crush on the hunky guy who came to renovate my house -- and I finally summoned the courage to tell him. We've been married, very happily, for 16 years. The risk here is that this man might not be available or return your feelings, which might necessitate you changing mechanics.
Dear Amy: I am a man who has been a loyal reader of yours for many years. I have enjoyed your common sense approach and candor. Congratulations on your new life adventure. One question I have is, what happens to all the questions you have received that are never published?
Are they just sitting out there forever, or do you (or someone else) answer them personally? I can imagine that there are some writers who anxiously await a response to their life issues.
-- Curious in Indiana
Curious: I can't even begin to count the number of questions I've received over 21 years. I do read them all, and I often correspond with people privately. I don't have a staff -- or any outside help -- and so my focus has always been on choosing questions that intrigue me, or which describe issues I believe would benefit the widest number of readers. So yes, the questions sent in to me that I have not answered will be "out there" forever.
This allows me a nice segue to R. Eric Thomas, who is starting a new column called "Asking Eric." You can help Eric get started by sending your questions to eric@askingeric.com.
(c) 2024 by Amy Dickinson. Distributed by Tribune Content Agency.
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Granddaughter's fantasy novel name causes tension. Hax readers give advice.
Their grandkid is named from a fantasy novel and it's "nearly impossible to pronounce" - but her mom is super-touchy about it.
By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2024-06-19

Carolyn Hax (The Washington Post)


We asked readers to channel their inner Carolyn Hax and answer this question. Some of the best responses are below.
Dear Carolyn: My son and daughter-in-law have given their daughter the name of a character from a young adult fantasy novel that is meaningful to them. The name is long, hyphenated, hard to spell and nearly impossible to pronounce. Still, we realize it is their choice. We've recorded our son saying the name and have mastered it, but the name remains a point of contention and tension.
Our DIL is constantly upset that someone avoided her daughter's name, pronounced it wrong or gave her daughter a nickname (day-care provider). I've never spent so much time talking about any name in my life. My husband wants to raise it privately with our son to ask him how he feels about the name now. Would he consider a nickname? But I think this is overstepping.
-- Name Game
Name Game: The key to navigating this will be to support and compartmentalize. Playing the long game, for your relationship with this whole family unit, will be helpful. Use the child's given name vocally and without hesitation. If the parents complain about other people's misuse, let them speak for a few minutes, say something supportive ("I can understand how frustrating that must be") then move on to a new topic.
You don't own this issue, and it's not your responsibility to solve it. Don't let it take up so much real estate in your head. Maybe the parents will reassess given time. Maybe not. There is a high likelihood that once the child is in school, she will choose her own nickname or be given one by friends. At that point, it's fair and appropriate to switch to calling the child by the name that she prefers to be called. Or, the child may love and embrace the given name, too, and she will be grateful of your support. There are plenty of battles worth fighting throughout the life of a child, and this isn't one of them.
-- Arwen Evenstar
Name Game: Try to stop thinking about it as a fantasy novel name. If you met someone from another country who speaks a different language with a name that was hard to pronounce or spell, you'd do your best to pronounce and spell their name correctly. And you'd expect the same from classmates and teachers, right? Same with granddaughter's name. It stinks that the mom gets upset, but her feelings are not yours to address.
-- anon
Name Game: Yay for resisting the urge to interfere, and I mean that. Subtlety will do little to keep this from further invading your world. Because that is what has happened. Advice isn't being asked, but complaints are being catapulted freely, and you have recognized this. So, it's time to set limits.
If you've already gently sympathized ("Sounds like a tough situation," and, "What are your thoughts on what to do about it?"), it's time to turn to well-timed responses that say what you've written here. "I feel like our talks together have been dominated by the reactions to [Little Person's] name, and that makes me sad. I miss our conversations about [Topic]," then see where the conversation goes. Try to stay focused on what is your business: the complaint invasion. This is no longer about your granddaughter's name but about the hijacking of conversations.
-- Steer Away
Name Game: Even though the child is still young, it's worth tuning in to her reactions. She is the one who will have to carry the name through childhood and beyond. This factor might help you decide whether to weigh in with your son and daughter-in-law. Can she herself say her name (assuming her peers are old enough to say theirs)? Is she frustrated or upset when others can't say it? How has she reacted when adults bestowed nicknames on her? Did she answer to the nickname, or push back? Does she know she was named after a fictional heroine. If so, is she proud or embarrassed? When parents name a child for a personal hero or something else meaningful to them, the child deserves some degree of control over that.
-- Johanna Ryan
Name Game: We gave our daughter (now an adult with a child with an unusual name) a hard-to-pronounce name from a very popular fantasy book that is important to my husband. We have only ever heard of two other people with the name, and they were in places far away. She learned to spell it at 2 years old because whenever she was asked her name, spelling was the next question.
Once people learned her name, though, they never forgot it -- nor her. She has always enjoyed the uniqueness and I believe that helped her to develop a strong identity and a lot of self-confidence. The only drawback she has ever reported is that, given the continued popularity of the book, her name was a bit of "geek magnet" when she began dating. While you may only be aware of the challenges now, there may be hidden benefits from having an unusual name. I say let it go, accept the name and love the child who carries it. It will work out in the long run.
-- Fantasy Name's Mother
Every week, we ask readers to answer a question submitted to Carolyn Hax's live chat or email. Read last week's installment here. New questions are typically posted on Thursdays, with a Monday deadline for submissions. Responses are anonymous unless you choose to identify yourself and are edited for length and clarity.
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This bean and bread salad is a 15-minute meal, no chopping required
Filling and flavorful, this pantry-friendly salad is a filling, nourishing meal.
By Ellie Krieger | 2024-06-19

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


Deciding what to make for dinner is as much about the time and energy one can muster as it is about the ingredients on hand. That's why Yasmin Fahr's gorgeous new cookbook, "Cook Simply, Live Fully: Flexible, Flavorful Recipes for Any Mood," is divided into chapters based on levels of motivation to cook.
For "when you're dead tired, don't want to chop a thing, and are about to open that delivery app," she offers a section of creative "lap dinners," meant to easily scale down to serve one, and eat on the sofa while bingeing a favorite TV show. While I personally prefer to eat at a table, the whole chapter speaks to me. This recipe from the book is just one example of how little effort it can take to turn the most ordinary ingredients into a truly enticing meal.
Get the recipe: Warm White Bean and Bread Salad

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


It involves elements I nearly always have on hand, so common they might induce a yawn at first glance -- a can of beans, some crusty bread, arugula. But culinary magic happens here when the bread is torn into craggy, bite-size pieces and toasted in olive oil, giving it a golden, crisp luxuriousness.
Next, the beans join the bread in the pan, where they warm through, and get seasoned with salt and crushed red pepper flakes. That warm, soft-and-crunchy duo is then tossed with a dressing of olive oil, lemon and mustard, absorbing the punchy flavors. A couple of handfuls of arugula join the party, and, voila -- dinner is ready.
It's a meal that provides all the satisfaction and nourishment you could wish for, with no chopping required, and you can have it on the table -- or your lap -- in about 15 minutes.
Get the recipe: Warm White Bean and Bread Salad




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/food/2024/06/19/white-bean-bread-salad/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Lifestyle
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Commanders
          
        

      

      Entertainment

      Washington Post News Feed


      
        Travis Scott arrested for disorderly intoxication in Miami Beach
        Samantha Chery

        Travis Scott was booked into a Miami-Dade County jail early Thursday morning on charges of trespassing after a warning and disorderly intoxication.

      

      
        Kendrick Lamar's 'Pop Out' show united friends, enemies and Drake haters
        Herb Scribner, Anne Branigin

        Kendrick Lamar played his hot song "Not Like Us" five times Wednesday night as a part of his "Pop Out" show in Los Angeles.

      

      
        Madeleine Peyroux hits her stride on 'Let's Walk'
        Paul Alexander

        Jazz singer Madeleine Peyroux is known as an interpreter of songs by others, but at 50 she has found her voice as a songwriter.

      

      
        'The Bikeriders' roars into view with vivid performances
        Ty Burr

        Tom Hardy, Jodie Comer and Austin Butler star in rambling road odyssey "The Bikeriders."

      

      
        'Thelma' is a geriatric 'Mission: Impossible' and a total crowd-pleaser
        Ty Burr

        At 94, June Squibb defies all the big-screen cliches about little old ladies. Ride along with her.

      

      
        
          	
            Lifestyle
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Commanders
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Travis Scott arrested for disorderly intoxication in Miami Beach
Travis Scott was booked into a Miami-Dade County jail early Thursday morning on charges of trespassing after a warning and disorderly intoxication.
By Samantha Chery | 2024-06-20

Travis Scott performs in 2021 in Houston. (Amy Harris/Invision/AP)


Travis Scott was arrested in Miami Beach early Thursday on charges of trespassing after a warning and disorderly intoxication.
The 33-year-old rapper was booked into the Turner Guilford Knight Correctional Center under his legal name, Jacques Bermon Webster, according to jail records. Scott's $650 bond was posted, and he's since been released. People in Scott's circle say the performer is already home after the "rowdy party."
Police officers responded to a call from the Miami Beach Marina that said people were fighting on a yacht, according to the arrest affidavit. When police arrived, Scott, whose breath had "a strong smell of alcohol," according to officers, was standing by the dock yelling at people on the yacht. The person who complained told officers that he didn't want to press charges and just wanted Scott off the boat.
Scott initially complied with the officers' orders to leave the marina, "yelling obscenities" to people as he left for a vehicle waiting for him. But he was arrested after he returned about five minutes later, "becoming erratic" and "causing a public disturbance" as he walked past police officers and started yelling again.
According to the arrest affidavit, Scott later admitted that he had been drinking alcohol, saying, "It's Miami."
Scott was back to posting on X the morning of his release from jail, writing "Lol" and "6 days to circus Maximus tour. For the record I'm going. Ham."

A booking shot of Travis Scott on Thursday in Miami. (AFP/Getty Images)


"Mr. Scott was briefly detained due to a misunderstanding," Scott's attorney Bradford Cohen said in a statement. "There was absolutely no physical altercation involved, and we thank the authorities for working with us towards a swift and amicable resolution."
The Grammy-nominated rapper is widely known for his song "Sicko Mode"; his previous relationship with Kylie Jenner, with whom he shares two children; his collaborations with other prominent artists, including Drake, Offset and Young Thug; and his raucous concerts -- most notably the deadly Astroworld Festival in Houston in 2021.
A grand jury chose not to indict the rapper last year for the crowd rush at the concert, in which 10 people were killed and hundreds injured.
Scott's wild performances have led to his arrest at least twice. He was charged with disorderly conduct after he encouraged attendees to break a barricade and rush the stage in Chicago in 2015. He pleaded guilty to misdemeanor reckless conduct and was sentenced to one year of court supervision.
Two years later, Scott was charged with inciting a riot, disorderly conduct and endangering the welfare of a minor for similar behavior during a performance in Arkansas. He pleaded guilty to disorderly conduct and paid more than $6,800 to two people who said they were at the concert.
This story has been updated.
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Kendrick Lamar's 'Pop Out' show united friends, enemies and Drake haters
Kendrick Lamar played his hot song "Not Like Us" five times Wednesday night as a part of his "Pop Out" show in Los Angeles.
By Herb Scribner, Anne Branigin | 2024-06-20

Kendrick Lamar performs last year in Denmark. (Helle Arensbak/AFP/Getty Images)


Sometimes, you just have to pop out and show someone that you're really like that. Or, in the case of Kendrick Lamar, you gather your celebrity friends and thousands of fans for a massive Los Angeles show, and stomp your foot on the career of your biggest enemy.
"The Pop Out: Ken & Friends" was held for one night only Wednesday at the Kia Forum in Inglewood, Calif., marking Lamar's first show since he dropped a slew of rap diss tracks against Drake, including the Billboard chart-topping "Not Like Us." The concert, which was something of a celebration for West Coast hip-hop, brought together some of the biggest rappers and California-born NBA players, as well as what appeared to be gang-affiliated fans, into a whirlwind of a show that lasted over an hour.
Fans in the crowd rapped along as Lamar played "Not Like Us" not once, not twice but five times in a row.
People dressed in blue and red (the colors of the Crips and Bloods, respectively) gathered with him on the stage and danced together with NBA stars DeMar DeRozan and Russell Westbrook. (LeBron James, notable Lakers star, was in attendance for the show but may have been held back from jumping onstage.).
Earlier in the show, Lamar called back to the loss of Los Angeles Lakers star Kobe Bryant and rapper Nipsey Hussle, both Los Angeles heroes who died in recent years. "This s--t making me emotional," Lamar said. "We been f---ed up since Nipsey died. We been f---ed up since Kobe died. Let the world see this."
"It was beautiful to see the whole city come together last night," Tyler, the Creator, wrote in an X post.
Dr. Dre performed "California Love" and "Still D.R.E." with Lamar. He also introduced the first "Not Like Us" performance by uttering the opening line, "I see dead people."
The five performances of "Not Like Us" underscored the notion that no contemporary artist holds a grudge quite like Lamar does. He sang shortened verses for some versions of the song while other times letting the crowd sing all the lyrics for him. He dapped up DeRozan and Westbrook while the song blared in the background, and even took a massive photo with anyone who joined him onstage to cap off the night. At least, that's how hip-hop fans saw it -- most of whom seemed to delight in his unrepentant pettiness.
"Kendrick really threw his own Hatechella lol this is the hateration and holleration," wrote one X user, referencing the Mary J. Blige's hit song "Family Affair."
Lamar played more than a dozen tracks throughout the night, with artists Schoolboy Q; Jay Rock; Tyler, the Creator; and Dr. Dre joining him onstage.
The show was a massive talking point on social media Wednesday night. That perhaps was not surprising, as the performance's seats had sold out rather quickly after it was announced two weeks ago.
It was also another touchpoint in Lamar's rap feud with Drake from earlier this year.

Lamar performs in Pretoria, South Africa, in December. (Mogomotsi Magome/AP)


The concert's focus on the feud was apparent from the beginning. "The Pop Out" show title came from a line in "Not Like Us," and the show reportedly had merchandise that referenced the beef. Lamar kicked off his performance with "Euphoria," the near seven-minute diss track against Drake released in April. He also performed "6:16 in LA," an Instagram-only anti-Drake track, and "Like That," the song that originally drew fire from Drake on which Lamar featured alongside Future.
Drake suffered the brunt of social media slander. Many commented that Drake's team must either be widely criticizing the show to soften the blow against him or telling him to avoid it altogether. (Representatives for Drake declined to comment.) That said, some commenters huffed that Lamar owes Drake for the renewed interest in his music.
It's unclear when or if the concert, which was live-streamed on Amazon Prime and Twitch, will be available to watch on Amazon (whose founder and board chair Jeff Bezos owns The Washington Post). But a recorded version was still circulating social media Thursday.
If anything, the concert was another moment to celebrate "Not Like Us," which landed the finishing blow on the months-long feud between Lamar and Drake.
Tensions between the two rappers have simmered for years, but the heat turned up in March after Lamar took direct aim at Drake and J. Cole in a guest verse on "Like That," a track on the Future and Metro Boomin album "We Don't Trust You."
In April, Drake responded with two songs aimed at the West Coast rapper, "Push Ups" and "Taylor Made Freestyle," goading Lamar to respond.
After weeks of silence, on April 29 the Compton native released "Euphoria," a scalding track in which Lamar pounded his chest over being "the biggest hater." Then in May, the pair went toe-to-toe lyrically in one of the wildest weekends in hip-hop history, with the two heavyweight rappers releasing five new diss tracks -- and a music video -- over the span of three days.
"Not Like Us," with its propulsive, head-bobbing beat by DJ Mustard, landed at the top of the Billboard Hot 100 the following week. But as the dust settled on Lamar and Drake's back-and-forth, some hip-hop fans were wary that the feud could escalate outside of the studio.
At the "Pop Out" show, Lamar proved he's not letting the Drake beef go just yet. During his performance of "Euphoria," Lamar added a new lyric that referenced Drake buying the valuable ring of Tupac Shakur, one of the most idolized West Coast rappers of all-time.
"Give me Tupac ring back," Lamar rapped to the buzzing crowd of fans, "and I might give you a little respect."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/2024/06/20/kendrick-lamar-pop-out-concert-juneteenth/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Madeleine Peyroux hits her stride on 'Let's Walk' 
Jazz singer Madeleine Peyroux is known as an interpreter of songs by others, but at 50 she has found her voice as a songwriter.
By Paul Alexander | 2024-06-20

Jazz singer Madeleine Peyroux. Her album "Let's Walk" comes out June 28. (Ebru Yildiz)


On a recent May evening, Madeleine Peyroux stood backstage in her dressing room at Sony Hall in Manhattan greeting friends and fans after a performance. The renowned jazz vocalist still wore her stage attire -- black slacks, blue blouse, blue velvet jacket, a pink scarf tied around her neck -- having just charged through a spirited 75-minute set that included most of the tracks from her upcoming album, "Let's Walk."
A fan pointed out how different her new songs are. "I was consumed by them," the singer said quietly. "I began to dream about them."
That's true in part because Peyroux wrote the songs herself. While she has penned material for her previous eight albums, usually with a co-author, much of her past work has been covers of standards from the American Songbook or works by modern songwriters such as Leonard Cohen and Bob Dylan. "She's known as an interpreter of songs," says Peyroux's longtime guitarist Jon Herington. "I know she's wanted to remedy that."
And now she has. Collaborating with Herington -- also Steely Dan's musical director -- Peyroux wrote all 10 songs on "Let's Walk" and in the process found her voice as a songwriter. The result is a deeply personal album in the jazz and folk traditions that addresses some of the day's most vital issues. Taking its place in the rich traditions of Americana and protest songs, the record represents a distinct departure for Peyroux, who is known as a master interpreter of the romantic ballad.
"This is Madeleine's breakthrough album," says Catherine Russell, one of the trio of singers who contribute gospel-infused background vocals to five of the album's tracks. "I've known her for 10 years but never worked with her. Hands down, this is her best work. The album may have social overtones, but it is her most personal yet." Elliot Scheiner, the album's producer and engineer, is even more adamant. "My hope for this album," he says, "is that the public realizes it's a masterpiece."
Music has been the defining element of Peyroux's life.
Born in Athens, Ga., in 1974, she was 2 when her family left for Portland, Ore., and then Hollywood before settling in Brooklyn when she was 6. Her father, a failed academic and struggling actor, suffered from alcoholism; her mother, a banker, divorced him and moved Peyroux and her younger brother to Paris. "I was 12," she says. "I had been through a lot. My father was a violent alcoholic. In Paris, where I did not yet speak the language, I was depressed and on the verge of my own dysfunction. Then I started busking on subway platforms. One day someone threw some coins in my guitar case. I was hooked. Music became my lifeline."
At 15, she found her first true musical influence in Danny Fitzgerald, a street musician who fronted the Lost Wandering Blues and Jazz Band, with whom she played for the next two years, touring France and the United States. At 18, she landed a solo gig at a Paris club that ended unexpectedly when she took a trip to America. "I was not doing well," she says. "I was drinking too much. I ended up taking too many pills -- I had gone to New York with my mother and was admitted to St. Vincent's Hospital for three months. It was a breakdown."
After being released, she lived in a family friend's apartment in Chelsea. One day, she got a telephone call from Yves Beauvais, a record producer -- and protege of Atlantic Records co-founder Ahmet Ertegun -- who had seen her perform at a club in New York with Fitzgerald's band. He wanted to make an album with her for Atlantic. That album was released in 1996. "The record was 'Dreamland,'" Peyroux says, "and it absolutely changed everything."

Peyroux's album "Let's Walk," out June 28. (Ebru Yildiz/Mary Maurer)


"Dreamland" was a surprise bestseller, and a second album was scheduled. But while she was recording it for producer Larry Klein in Nashville, Peyroux lost her voice. "Since I had no training," she explains, "I didn't know how to protect my voice." Because Atlantic Records then dissolved and she had to sign with a new label, "Careless Love" was not released until 2004. Its success led to a grueling routine of releasing an album and touring extensively both domestically and internationally, which lasted through six more albums over the next 16 years -- until the pandemic hit.
Peyroux had been in relationships -- "I'm straight right now, but I've been gay in the past," she says. "I have a relationship with a person, not a gender" -- but during the pandemic she found herself alone. It was in this forced solitude, after so many years of maintaining an arduous schedule of recording and touring, that she had no choice but to reflect on her life and the world around her.
Then, two months into the pandemic, the nation was shocked by the death of George Floyd. The event affected Peyroux deeply. "Obviously," she says, "I needed to do something. I joined the marches. I didn't go to jail. I didn't get into fights. I just marched every day. I reached out to Black Lives Matter to become a part of the movement. It was impossible for me not to say anything anymore. It can't be acceptable to ignore it."
She also began to write about what she was experiencing. "Music engenders so much of what is precious to me," she says. "It transmits the messages I believe in."
While she was writing, she realized she wanted a collaborator. When she approached Herington, he was flattered by the invitation. They began working on songs, but because of the pandemic they had to write separately and email recorded versions of the songs back and forth. As she became more confident, the reserved Peyroux was able to make bold statements about what she was feeling. She and Harington wrote most of what became "Let's Walk," from a point of view that unquestionably belongs to Peyroux.

Jazz singer Madeleine Peyroux. (Ebru Yildiz)


The title track came to her in a dream. It's a celebration of marching -- walking -- inspired by the BLM marches she attended, and it is in the storied tradition of other songs meant to be sung in protest, such as "We Shall Overcome," "This Land Is Your Land" and "The Times They Are A-Changin'." Written in the classic call-and-response style, the song, Peyroux says, envisions a time when "all types of people can come together from all around the world to join in peaceful protest and show themselves to be unified in a message."
While some of the new album's songs are more in line with Peyroux's past work -- "Showman Dan" is an homage to her mentor, Danny Fitzgerald -- most concern social issues. "Nothing Personal" addresses sexual assault, including her own. "I knew I'd have to address it someday," she says. "Take Care" is a partially spoken-word, darkly ironic meditation on the need to preserve the environment. "Please Come on Inside" is an invitation "to trust in the process of healing."
"How I Wish" is a direct response to Floyd's murder. "I'm trying to find a way to open a dialogue on race with the tools and skills available to me," Peyroux says of the song. "After all, racially motivated police murders are continuing, even if they are just not in the news. There are so many of them, it's hard to keep track without becoming immersed in despair."
Even so, Peyroux believes the album's abiding sentiment is hope. "It's a call to recognize what is best about our country," she says, "to not give up on the idea of America."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/music/2024/06/20/madeline-peyroux-new-album-lets-walk/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



'The Bikeriders' roars into view with vivid performances
Tom Hardy, Jodie Comer and Austin Butler star in rambling road odyssey "The Bikeriders."
By Ty Burr | 2024-06-20

Austin Butler is a hog-riding heartthrob in "The Bikeriders." (Focus Features)


"The Bikeriders" offers an interesting test case: If one aspect of a movie is way above average, does it make up for the parts that are subpar? Specifically, if the performances are phenomenal across the board, is it okay if there's no plot? Or not much of one?
"The Bikeriders" is an immersion in the life and times of the fictional Vandals, a Chicago motorcycle gang that evolves over the course of the 1960s from a working-class racing club to a criminal outfit involved in drug-running, extortion and murder. The film is based on a 1968 photo book of the same title by the celebrated New Journalism photographer Danny Lyon, who lived with the Chicago Outlaws for several years and documented their lives around the same time that Hunter S. Thompson was writing his nonfiction book on California's Hell's Angels. Lyon is played in "The Bikeriders" by Mike Faist ("West Side Story," "Challengers") as a scruffy, polite college kid type hanging around the scene's fringes with a camera and a tape recorder.
Faist is a compelling figure, but he's cast in the shadows by the film's main characters: Johnny (Tom Hardy), the club's president and alpha dog; Benny (Austin Butler), a silent hog-riding heartthrob; and Kathy (Jodie Comer), the neighborhood girl who takes one look at Benny and is gone, baby, gone.
There are other, lesser characters who make impressions: Brucie (Damon Herriman), Johnny's sensible, capable lieutenant who'll never be anything more; Cal (Boyd Holbrook), the gang's chief gearhead; Cockroach (Emory Cohen), named after the bugs he eats for the sheer pleasure of freaking other people out. Then there's Zipco, a crazy-eyed, beer-swilling, conspiracy-spewing gorilla played by the estimable Michael Shannon.

Michael Shannon plays Zipco in "The Bikeriders." (Focus Features)


That actor's presence is a sign that we're in a Jeff Nichols movie. The writer-director made his mark in 2011 with "Take Shelter," starring a fearsome Shannon as a Midwestern husband and father who smells apocalypse coming in on the wind. Shannon also appeared in Nichols's sci-fi suspense drama "Midnight Special" (2016) and had a smaller role in the director's "Mud" (2012). That he's a side dish to the main buffet here seems a mark of Nichols's growing ambitions.
To put it simply, that ambition is to make the "Goodfellas" of biker movies -- less a tight narrative of A to B to C than a portrait of a milieu and its unwinding. In "The Bikeriders," the gang gets started after Johnny sees Marlon Brando on TV in the seminal 1953 biker movie "The Wild One" and decides he wants to do that -- or, rather, be that. Johnny bestrides the film like a king whose crown grows increasingly heavy; he's a cool head who only acts hot as a way of asserting his dominance. Hardy has drawn Brando comparisons from the beginning -- the heft, the charisma, the mumbles -- but this performance is a particular piece of genius, since he's not consciously imitating Brando but rather playing a man who unconsciously imitates him, so the Brando comes out squished and sideways but also some kind of magnanimous. It's one of the darnedest things you'll see -- a noble parody.
What Comer is up to is related but different. The actress arrived on the half-shell of TV's "Killing Eve" as the brilliant psychopath Villanelle, and she has a spooky, wide-eyed presence that hides a mind like a box of knives. Kathy serves as our narrator in "The Bikeriders," ostensibly telling the story to Danny Lyon a few years after it's all gone down, and as the only three-dimensional female character in the entire movie, she has to fight for the space to be recognized in a ritualistic macho world. If Johnny represents the wildness of the road, Kathy is the domesticity that pulls the bikers back to the hearth, their wives, their children. And she'll tell you as much in a deep-dish Chicaga accent that is either a prizewinning work of civic imposture or the height of actorly fraudulence. Either way, she's incredibly fun to listen to.

Jodie Comer as Kathy and Austin Butler as Benny in "The Bikeriders." (Kyle Kaplan/Focus Features)



Tom Hardy stars as the alpha dog, Johnny, along with Austin Butler in "The Bikeriders." (Kyle Kaplan/Focus Features)


Butler's Benny is the Johnny Angel of this group -- the strong, silent one who is what all the other bikers want to be. That includes Hardy's Johnny, and Nichols and his actors have great sport tiptoeing around the line of homoeroticism between the two men. Against Hardy and Comer acting their blessed hearts out, Butler ("Elvis") maintains a pure and magical presence, and while the movie never sugarcoats Benny's dimness, it finds a kind of Zen grandeur in the character's unwilled perfection.
Around these three boils a cauldron of testosterone and violence, and "The Bikeriders" skips from incident to incident without building much steam. ("Goodfellas," remember, had the Lufthansa heist as a narrative spine.) There's a funny, bloody dust-up between the Vandals and a rival gang that falls apart in exhaustion and shared beers, and a tense standoff in a bar that ends sadly for the unlucky proprietor (actor-singer Will Oldham). A young, feral kid (Toby Wallace) moves steadily in from the movie's sidelines like an ugly rumor; he wants to join the gang, but he lacks what Johnny considers ethics. What the movie's aiming for isn't so much how an innocent idea became corrupted as how that idea's latent corruption became manifest as younger, rougher members joined the gang. Was this a tragedy? The characters certainly think so. Maybe Jeff Nichols does, too.
Adam Stone's cinematography is rich and atmospheric, golden with the dust kicked up by spinning wheels, and when Lyon's original photos are shown at the end, it's not hard to acknowledge that the director has done right by them. The same goes for the terrific soundtrack of period garage rock, doo-wop, R&B and crazed girl-group classics. All that's missing, really, is a story. "The Bikeriders" is almost good enough to convince us we don't need one.
R. In area theaters. Contains language throughout, violence, some drug use and brief sexuality. 97 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/movies/2024/06/20/bikeriders-movie-austin-butler-tom-hardy/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



'Thelma' is a geriatric 'Mission: Impossible' and a total crowd-pleaser
At 94, June Squibb defies all the big-screen cliches about little old ladies. Ride along with her.
By Ty Burr | 2024-06-20

June Squibb plays a woman on a mission and Fred Hechinger is her concerned grandson in "Thelma." (Magnolia Pictures)


Have you heard about the new youth tonic that's just arrived on the market? It's called "Thelma," it's playing at your local movie house, and it stars the incomparable June Squibb as a grandma who gets scammed and sets out to get her money back.
Squibb's been acting professionally for the last seven decades or so, but she's only been getting bigger parts in recent years, with her performance as Bruce Dern's ornery wife in "Nebraska" (2013) earning her a supporting actress Oscar nomination. "Thelma" marks her first lead role in a feature film, and it's safe to say that, at 94, a star is born. There's a lesson there, children.
"Thelma" casts Squibb as Thelma Post, an elderly widow living contentedly and independently in Los Angeles' Encino neighborhood, despite the loving concerns of her daughter Gail (Parker Posey), son-in-law Alan (Clark Gregg) and 24-year-old grandson Danny (Fred Hechinger). Danny, sweet and distracted, may not have figured out his own life yet, but he has Thelma in his corner as cheerleader and best friend; their relationship is one of the early delights of writer-director Josh Margolin's debut feature-length film.
It's that bond, though, that undoes Thelma when a scammer pretending to be a jailed Danny calls her on the phone and convinces her to part with $10,000 in "bail money." Once the ruse is revealed, Thelma is more embarrassed and angry than bewildered, especially since it gives her family further ammunition for talking about assisted living. "Thelma" subverts movie cliches about little old ladies at every turn by making the character fiercely individualistic and no one's victim -- sometimes to her own disadvantage -- and Squibb responds by building Thelma from the inside out. She's not just anybody's grandmother, she's this very particular woman who happens to be a grandmother. And you kind of want her to be your grandmother.
Anyway. Thelma vows with narrowed eye to retrieve her money, and, while she no longer drives, she has a P.O. box number in Van Nuys as a clue. (Don't look too hard at the logic or logistics of the scam; it'll only distract from the fun.) Enter Richard Roundtree as Thelma's old friend Ben, who lives in a nearby care community (and likes it, thank you very much) but, more importantly, has a spiffy red mobility scooter that can go 43 miles on one charge. By the scene in which our hardy heroine takes Ben's ride for a spin -- and just keeps on going -- you know you're watching something very special.

Richard Roundtree and June Squibb get the lead out in "Thelma." (Magnolia Pictures)


"Thelma" doesn't rest just on the gutsy charms of its lead actress, but on everybody in the show. Roundtree, in the "Shaft" star's final performance before his death in October 2023, makes Ben a fussy but loyal companion on the bumpy road to retribution, and Posey is marvelously funny as a tightly wound helicopter mom/daughter. Her and Gregg's scenes with Hechinger's Danny are blissful sendups of Parents Who Worry Too Much, and Hechinger responds with a shaggy, exasperated grace that will be recognizable to anyone who's been stuck too long in prelaunch mode.
Even the smaller roles are choice, including Nicole Byer and Quinn Beswick as beleaguered staffers at the elder care community from which Ben has gone AWOL and David Giuliani as Ben's roommate, who becomes a kind of running sight gag that keeps paying off. As for the identity of the scammer, suffice to say the role has been cast to perfection with an actor you believe might actually rip off old ladies in his spare time.
Secondly, Margolin, whose resume is mainly acting credits, has a new career ahead of him because "Thelma" is rock solid in its story construction, in the confidence of its filmmaking and in the expert detonation of jokes along the way. (One of my favorites: Danny desperately searching for Thelma throughout Ben's assisted-living community, calling out "Grandma?" and being answered by a "Hello?" from every room on the hallway.) Art this movie isn't. Good, unshowy narrative storytelling the way they used to make 'em before the superheroes took over it is.
Lastly, what keeps "Thelma" from floating away on a bubble of whimsy is the film's acknowledgment of the sorrows and struggles that come with old age: the rusty joints, the small daily humiliations, the loneliness above all. At one point in their odyssey, Ben and Thelma drop in on an old friend (Bunny Levine) who's become fossilized in the amber of early dementia; the sequence ends with one of the best gags in the movie, but the sadness lingers. On its least forced and most moving level, "Thelma" is about the indomitable human urge to keep going and the hard-won wisdom to know when to heed time's warnings. It's a movie that rages against the dying of the light -- at 30 mph.
(Stick around through the credits for a postscript: brief footage of the real Thelma, Margolin's own grandmother, whose near-scamming inspired the movie and whose endless curiosity and zest have been imported intact to her namesake. Last we heard, she's 104 and going strong. There's a lesson there, too.)
PG-13. At area theaters. Contains strong language. 97 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/movies/2024/06/20/thelma-june-squibb-movie-review/
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You can learn something from the way Dan Quinn wears his hat 
Last season, there were rules about how Washington players could wear their hats. Dan Quinn has a different way of doing business. 
By Candace Buckner | 2024-06-20

ASHBURN, VA -- JUNE 12: Washington Commanders head coach Dan Quinn observes drills during mini camp at Commanders Park in Ashburn, VA on June 12, 2024. (John McDonnell/ for The Washington Post)


ASHBURN, Va. -- Dan Quinn's a rule breaker. He's an NFL head coach -- a man with bald head and a graying goatee -- and he wears his hat backward.
If you haven't noticed, NFL head coaches, at least in public, typically follow Colin Cowherd's strict bylaws for hat wearing. The league has skewed younger at the top, but I can't envision Sean McVay patrolling the Los Angeles Rams practice fields wearing his hat backwards without looking like a 'bro who lost his way to the beach. And heaven forbid if veteran head coach Sean Payton flipped his to the back. We'd have to burn all ball caps forever to avoid another such fashion catastrophe.
Somehow, though, Quinn can pull it off. His signature look is a hat turned backward and a pair of Jordans. It's the uniform of a middle-aged man who landed on his individual style years ago, but chose wisely because it's trendy again. He may be a coach who possesses high standards, yet his aesthetic shows a flexibility in appreciating personal expression.
This was noticeable in Dallas, when cameras showed Quinn and his backward hat coordinating the Cowboys' defense from the press box. And it's noticeable now, as Quinn, the man in charge of the Commanders, helps remake the culture while wearing his black "W" hat turned to the back.
"That's his swag, man," special teamer Jeremy Reaves said.
"Yeah, I love it," offensive lineman Sam Cosmi said about Quinn's flipped lid.
"Look at him talking over there and tell me that's not a vibe?" punter Tress Way said, nodding toward the field where Quinn was looking like a boss. "And you see the way he bounces around practice. I challenge you to tell me he is not a vibe."
I traveled to the Washington Commanders' mandatory minicamp for something more important than checking out coordinator Kliff Kingsbury's new offense, or finding out who got the most first-string reps in the secondary. Oh wow, rookie quarterback Jayden Daniels was throwing some absolute darts to his receivers ... in shorts. Who cares. Wake me when it's September.
Instead, I visited camp to learn the psychology behind the backwards hat. Like, what compels a man to turn his headwear away from his face? Could it be his way of hiding unkempt hair? Or is it a rebellion against norms that bind men of a certain age to a rigid standard of adult fashion?
Or, could it be he just looks cool?
"She likes it when I have my hat backwards, she prefers it for my hat to be backwards," Cosmi said of his wife. "She just likes it way better. It's her preference."
And now a bit of breaking news that should make Mrs. Cosmi rejoice: Washington players are allowed to have swag again.
Last season, Eric Bieniemy came to town to run the offense. And he brought with him a new title that gave him power -- and some asinine rules that made no sense. Including a rule about hats. And how grown men should wear them.
"Last year, I was not allowed to wear my hat backwards [in the building]. So that's a little fun fact there," Cosmi said, revealing the shocking secret. "That was something that we as players, offensive side, we weren't allowed to wear our hat backwards."
Lids to the front, lads! No offense of mine will dare locate Terry McLaurin down the field, nor betray the sanctity of caps by turning them backward!
If you're thinking that even the pastor from "Footloose" would say that's a bit too legalistic, you'd be right. We all know the easiest way to show you're cool is by turning your hat backwards. Don't debate me on this. When my editor Dan Steinberg flops his canvas ball cap over his shiny dome, bill to the front, he looks like a father of three ready to tackle the yard work. But when Editor Dan flips his hat to the back, even he looks youthful and hip. Defiant and enigmatic. He's a guy who might roll the minivan straight through that yellow light.
And Football Dan? When Quinn wears his hat like a basic 53-year-old man, he looks -- well, like a basic 53-year-old man. When Quinn wears his hat his way, however, then he looks like a man being his authentic self, a man who doesn't care what anyone else thinks.

"Look at him talking over there and tell me that's not a vibe?" punter Tress Way said of Dan Quinn. (Simon Bruty for The Washington Post) 


Besides backwards hats, he's also big on slogans. After the change at the top -- first, with new general manager Adam Peters, followed by Quinn's hiring to replace Ron Rivera -- the walls in the building began to look different. "Anybody. Anywhere. Anytime." are the words that adorn one side of the Commanders' meeting room. Quotes attributed to no one decorate the other side: "Sit with Warriors, the Conversation is Different" and "The Only Fight that Matters is The One We are in."
One day during minicamp, Quinn wore a black Commanders shirt with the saying: "Doing Hard S#%& With Good People" -- his knockout quote from his introductory news conference. Some team staffers wore shirts with the slogan, "Ball Is Life."
"You should have your own reason as to why, what pushes you come out here every day and play 100 percent. Nobody should have to tell you. You shouldn't have to see stuff on the wall. But at the same time, subconsciously though, all of those things are seen," Reaves said. "You might not directly look at it but you see it every day. You might not acknowledge that you're picking up on it, but you actually are. Your mind is processing that every day. Those are the things you think about sometimes when those reps get hard and it's hot and you're tired. 'Doing hard stuff with [good] people,' right. That's the mantra you've got to live [by] in this game because this game is hard."
These are more than meathead mantras. They're Quinn's intentional way of communicating an expectation, and an identity. Quinn wanted to inform players how business will be conducted. Before any system or scheme could be put in place, the standard came first.
"Some of the things that you see about the ball, a mind-set, some of those bumper stickers are easy ways to communicate and talk in a language that is important for everybody to know," Quinn told me. "It doesn't all have to be coachspeak of: 'Using the best fundamentals.'"
While saying that last part, Quinn changed his voice, imitating someone who sounds taut and stuck in his ways. Quinn is definitely not that. The coach with the backwards hat and the Js will let an f-bomb or two fly when correcting a player. And yet he's the same man who will high five and chum it up with assistant defensive line coach Sharrif Floyd's young son after practice. (By the way, Floyd didn't wear his hat to the back; his dreadlocks hang down low. But on the practice field, special teams coordinator Larry Izzo, who turns 50 by the end of this summer, turned his hat backward.)
"I respect people's individuality and things that mean something to them," Quinn said. "So whether it's a hairstyle or no facial hair -- like, all the rules that we've all heard throughout our life, I don't necessarily see it that way. I like that people are unique and different.
"I don't want everybody to wear their hat like me. They don't have to," Quinn continued. "Part of what makes being in a locker room fun [is] different tastes, music or cars, or whatever they like. If it's all the same, it's not as fun. I embrace [that] people are unique and they have special ways that they do things. To me, that's okay, as long as it's in the team."
Quinn wasn't aware of last year's hat mandate, which probably didn't help Bieniemy's relationship with players. There's nothing about Quinn's preferred style that will magically help his team win 10 games. Still, if players wearing their hats to the back gives them space for more authenticity mixed in with a little more individuality, then at least the Commanders might be more comfortable this season.
Quinn's a vibe, as Tress Way put it, and so could be the Commanders. So all those rules about how Washington players, NFL head coaches or even older men should wear their hats? Flip 'em.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2024/06/20/dan-quinn-backwards-hat-commanders/
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